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BBITISH  COTTON  COHOOTTEE  APPOINTED. 

[Cablcsrun  from  American  consul  geno'al,  London.] 

The  cotton  committee  appointed  by  board  of  trade  to  advise  on 
application  to  ship  raw  cotton,  yam,  thread,  and  waste  consist  of 
Lord  Ashton,  Henry  Birchenough,  and  A.  E.  Hutton. 


VISIT  OP  BTJSSIAN  HOBTICTJLTUBIST. 

[Conml  John  K.  Caldwell,  Vladivostok,  Uay  28.] 

Mr.  p.  H.  Schitt,  chief  of  the  Horticultural  Division  of  the  Rus- 
sian Government's  Experiment  Station  at  Ekaterinoslav,  has  caiied' 
at  this  consulate  on  his  way  to  the  United  States  for  a  periodi  of 
study  of  horticulture,  vegetable  gardening,  and  seed  farming.  He 
will  si)end  some  time  in  San  Francisco  before  going  East,  being 
desirous  of  seeing  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition,  particularly  that 
part  of  it  concerned  with  his  particular  line  of  work. 

He  bears  credentials  from  his  Government  and  would  like  to  meet 
the  horticultural  specialists  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Schitt  leaves  here  to-morrow  en  route  to  San  Francisco. 


PBAISE  FOB  "  UANHATIAN'S  "  BESCTTI:  WOBE. 

The  captain  of  the  British  steamer  Manhattan  has  been  sent  a  letter  by 
the  Secretary  of  Commerce  specially  commending  him  and  his  crew 
for  their  courage  in  rescuing  the  crew  of  the  American  steamer 
Denver  on  March  23.  During  a  severe  storm  on  March  22  the  Denver 
sent  out  an  urgent  wireless  call  for  assistance  and  the  Manhattan 
left  her  course  and  arrived  in  time  the  next  day  to  take  off  the  pas- 
sengers and  crew,  56  in  all.  The  Megantic  and  the  St.  Louis  also 
answered  the  call  for  help.  The  captain  of  the  Manhattan  will 
receive  from  the  State  Department  a  material  acknowledgment  pro-, 
vided  for  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
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2  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

STAnSABDIZAnOir  OF  BOMB  CALOSDfETEBS. 

There  has  jnst  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards a  paper  describing  briefly  the  methods  of  calibrating  and  using 
bomb  calorimeters,  such  as  are  used  in  determining  the  amount  of 
heat  available  from  a  given  weight  of  coal  or  coke  or  other  fuel. 
The  amount  of  heat  that  can  be  obtained  depends  largely  upon  the 
kind  and  quality  of  fuel.  When  purchased  in  large  quantities,  there- 
fore, a  fuel  is  commonly  tested  to  determine  the  amount  of  heat 
available  per  pound,  and  the  price  paid  depends  upon  the  results  of 
these  tests. 

The  instrument  used  for  such  tests  is  called  a  bomb  calorimeter 
and  consists  essentially  of  a  steel  shell,  or  "  bomb,"  in  which  a  small 
weighed  sample  of  the  fuel  can  be  burned  in  pure  oxygen  gas.  The 
bomb  is  immersed  in  a  known  amount  of  water  before  the  sample  is 
ignited,  the  heat  produced  warms  the  water,  and  by  suitable  measure- 
ments of  the  change  of  temperature  the  amount  of  heat  can  be  cal- 
culated. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  for  standardizing 
bomb  calorimeters  by  means  of  standard  samples  of  certain  pure 
materials,  viz,  sugar,  naphthalene,  and  benzoic  acid.  By  burning 
known  amounts  of  these  substances  in  the  bomb  the  observer  deter- 
mines the  amount  of  heat  required  to  raise  the  temperature  of  the 
bomb,  together  with  the  proper  amount  of  water,  one  degree.  This 
being  determined,  the  amount  of  heat  furnished  by  a  given  sample  of 
coal  Durned  in  the  same  bomb  with  the  same  amount  of  water  can  be 
found. 

Thus  these  standard  samples,  which  are  sent  all  over  the  United 
States,  serve  as  standards  of  heat  and  make  it  possible  to  get  the  same 
results  from  tests  made  anywhere  in  the  country,  much  as  the  use  of 
the  standards  of  length  and  of  mass  makes  a  yard  or  a  pound  the 
saipe  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 


COAL  DEFOBTEB  AT  HHOH. 

[Consol  Chester  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  Costa  Blea.] 

The  approximate  annual  tonnage  of  coal  used  in  this  district  of 
Costa  Rica  is  about  50,000  tons,  practically  all  imported  from  the 
United  States.  This  coal  usually  comes  in  cargoes  of  about  4,000 
tons. 

The  two  wharves  at  Port  Limon  afford  facilities  for  unloading  or 
loading  four  to  five  vessels  of  5,000  tons  register  at  the  same  time. 
The  depth  of  water  is  20  to  28  feet.  Each  ship  can  discharge  500 
tons  daily. 

The  port  charges  are  as  follows:  Pilotage  (not  necessary),  $14; 
tonnage,  ships  2,000  tons  or  under,  $23.26  ($1  for  each  additional  100 
tons,  maximum  $30) ;  Costa  Rican  bill  of  health,  $2.79 ;  wharfage, 
per  day,  $30;  springs,  per  day,  $7  each;  buoys,  per  day,  $4.50  eadi; 
derricks,  per  day,  $4.50  each. 

The  only  coal  imported  aiid  used  here  at  the  present  time  is  a  West 
Virginia  coal  imported  by  the  Northern  Railway  Co. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMSBCE  BEPOBTS.  3 

ATTSISAIIAIT  BTJSISESS  HOTES. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald.] 
Xoitor  Cycles  In  Demand. 

Beyond  trouble  in  obtaining  regular  and  adequate  shipments,  the 
majority  of  the  motor  cycle  dealers  in  Sydney  have  experienced  very 
little  depression  in  trade  as  an  outcome  of  the  war.  Business  on  the 
whole,  tney  declare,  is  excellent,  and  if  adequate  supplies  were  only 
forthcoming  the  distribution  of  motor  cycles  this  year  would  he 
unprecedented. 
Hew  Sontli  Wales  State  Enterprlsei. 

The  Minister  for  Public  Works,  Mr.  Cann,  in  furtherance  of  his 
scheme  for  putting  all  the  New  South  Wales  State  industrial  enter- 
prises upon  a  commercial  basis,  has  appointed  a  general  manager  for 
the  Uhrs  Point  timber  and  joinery  works. 
Amerieaa  Com  Appreciated — ^Xedlciaal  Plants. 

It  has  been  noted  by  agricultural  officers  in  Queensland  in  experi- 
ments with  seed  maize  (com)  from  America,  that  the  grain  becomes 
more  uniform  and  the  quality  generally  improves. 

The  Victorian  Government  recently  established  a  board  to  en- 
courage in  Victoria  the  growth  of  medicinal  plants,  with  a  view  to 
the  manufacture  of  drugs  and  medicines. 


VMITEJ)  STATES  EZCHAITOE  IK  ECIJADOB. 

[American  Ulnlster  Cbarlea  S.  Hartman,  Quito,  Apr.  16.] 

The  principal  banks  in  Ecuador  are  to-day  oflfering  to  pay  for 
United  States  exchange  the  very  low  prices  of  1.91  to  2.00,  and  at  the 
same  time  are  charging  2.10  to  purchasers  of  United  States  drafts. 
[The  unit  of  Ecuadorian  currency  is  the  sucre,  worth  normally  48.7 
cents  United  States  currency.]  The  effects  of  this  course  on  Amer- 
ican interests  are  at  once  apparent. 

I  Every  dollar  of  American  money  or  exchange  brought  into  Ecua- 
dor is  discounted  from  5  to  14  points,  or  the  difference  between  2.05 
(the  normal  rate)  and  1.91  to  2.00 ;  and  if,  in  due  course  of  business, 
any  portion  of  it  is  to  be  returned  to  the  United  States,  an  additional 
loss  of  5  points  must  be  sustained  in  purchasing  exchange  at  2.10. 

The  loss  on  the  sale  of  exchange  must  be  sustained  either  by  the 
buyer  or  the  seller  of  Ecuadorian  products,  and  of  course  this  oper- 
ate as  an  impediment  to  commercial  transactions. 


ADYASCISQ  GOAL  PRICES  DT  ENGLAND. 

[Consul  Homer  M.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  June  10.] 

The  West  Yorkshire  Coal  Owners'  Association  on  June  1  ad- 
vanced household  fuel  81  cents  per  ton  and  industrial  fuel  $1.46  per 
ton.  The  latter  are  now  $2.67  for  pea  slack,  $3.40  for  rough  slack, 
and  $3.89  for  nuts  at  the  pit.  The  Yorkshire  Post  states  that  the 
enhanced  prices  make  the  industrial  situation  a  difficult  one  and  that 
still  another  advance  is  hinted  at. 
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SCOTCH  WHISET  TBADE  ACnVITT. 

[CoQsuI  J.  N.  McCunn,  QUsgow,  Jane  B.] 

Within  the  past  few  weeks  great  activity  has  prevailed  in  the 
wholesale  branches  of  the  Scotch  whisky  trade. 

The  passage  of  the  Immature  Spirits  (Kestriction)  Act,  prohibit- 
ing the  clearances  for  sale  of  whisky  with  less  than  2  years  of  age, 
and  imposing  a  surcharge  of  24  cents  per  gallon  on  all  whisky  be- 
twe^i  2  and  3  years  of  age,  has  brought  about  this  exceptional 
demand  and  higher  prices. 

The  immediate  effect  was  to  stimulate  a  sharp  advance  in  the 
prices  of  practically  all  whiskies,  and  particularly  grain  whiskies, 
within  the  limits  of  age  mentioned.  Holders  were  overwhelmed  with 
orders,  and  for  a  time  guotations  were  entirely  withdrawn.  While 
the  negotiations  were  still  in  progress  there  were  a  few  holders  who 
had  the  courage  to  sell  at  an  advance  of  2d.  or  3d.  (4  or  6  cents)  per 
gallon,  but  they  have  long  since  regretted  their  temerity,  as  the  ad- 
vance now  amounts  to  something  between  Is.  3d.  ($0,284)  and  Is.  6d. 
($0,365)  per  gallon.  Grains  bonded  in  1913  and  1914  have  changed 
hands  freely  at  around  3s.  2d.  ($0.77)  per  gallon  for  the  former  and 
2s.  lOd.  ($0.69)  per  gallon  for  the  latter,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious prices  of  Is.  lid.  ($0,466)  and  Is.  8d.  ($0,468),  respectively. 
Four-year-olds  have  also  advanced  sharply,  what  was  previously 
quoted  2s.  lid.  ($0.71)  now  fetching  4s.  9d.  ($1,166).  There  has 
Deen  no  great  demand  for  old  grains,  but  they  are  quoted  about  6d. 
to  9d.  (12  to  18  cents)  per  gallon  higher,  while  medium  ages  have 
still  further  advanced. 

Malts  have  also  been  active  and  almost  invariably  have  advanced 
in  price.  Lowland  malts  and  Campbelltowns  are  now  relatively 
appreciably  cheaper  than  grains,  and  accordingly  a  greatly  increased 
demand  for  these  is  confidently  predicted.  Lowlands  are  about  3d. 
(6  cents)  per  gallon  dearer,  especially  for  the  ages  between  2  and  6 
years.  Campbelltowns  have  advanced  to  a  smaller  extent.  There 
has  .not  been  much  doing  in  Islays,  but  for  Highland  malts  with 
from  2  to  5  years  of  age  a  fair  demand  has  been  in  evidence  and 
prices  are  about  2d.  or  3d.  (4  or  6  cents)  per  gallon  higher.  The 
demand  has  extended  back  in  a  smaller  degree  to  1900's  and  1901's, 
the  prices  of  these  being  also  distinctly  firmer. 

The  advance  of  10  cents  per  gallon  in  the  prices  of  new  whiskies 
intimated  by  the  Scottish  and  Lish  grain  whisky  distillers  has 
tended  to  enhance  values  materially.  This  advance,  however,  is  in 
no  way  connected  with  the  compulsory  detention-in-bond  act,  but  is 
simply  a  direct  result  of  the  marked  increase  in  the  cost  of  raw 
materials. 

Irish  grain  whisky  producers  are  reported  to  be  practically  out  of 
stocks  and  may  be  obliged  to  buy  Scotch  grain  whisky  to  prevent  a 
break  in  the  continuity  of  their  business. 

EXTENSION  OF  FOBTTTOAL'S  MOBATOBIUU. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrlc,  Lisbon,  Jane  7.] 

A  decree  of  the  Government  dated  June  5, 1915,  extends  the  Portu- 
guese moratorium  for  the  last  time  and  makes  provision  for  the 
liquidation  of  all  bill  business  transacted  at  the  stock  exchanges  of 
Lisbon  and  Oporto  up  to  August  3, 1914. 
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OIL-TBABE  EXTEBSION  AT  ATOHnffOTTTH  Aim  FOBTISHEAD. 

[Consul  3.  S.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  England,  June  8,  1015.] 

The  Bristol  Docks  Committee  report  applications  from  G.  B. 
Stothert  &  Co.  (Ltd.)  and  the  Anglo-American  Oil  Co.  (Ltd.)  to 
lease  additional  land  at  Avonmouth.  The  former  require  an  addi- 
tional area  of  about  555  yards  adjoining  the  plot  now  leased  to  them 
on  the  north  side  of  the  graving  dock,  and  the  committee  recommend 
that  a  lease  be  granted  tor  extra  land  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions and  for  the  same  period,  which  is  21  years  from  June  24,  1909. 
The  additional  rental  will  be  $135.05  per  annum  until  June  24, 1916, 
and  $202.57  per  annum  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

The  Anglo-American  Oil  Co.  (Ltd.)  require  3  acres  additional  for 
the  e^gtension  of  their  business  on  the  northern  side  of  the  new  oil 
berth,  which  is  being  constructed  in  the  western  arm  of  the  Royal 
Edward  Dock.  The  existing  lease  with  the  company  is  for  30  years, 
terminable  at  the  option  of  the  lessee  at  the  end  of  10  or  20  years, 
the  area  being  approximately  6  acres,  and  the  annual  rental  $3,056.77. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  lease  of  the  additional  land  space  be  granted 
on  the  same  terms  and  conditions.  The  additional  rental  will  be 
$1,324.91  per  annum,  and  it  is  proposed  to  give  the  company  an 
option  to  take  a  further  acre  of  land  on  the  same  terms. 

Poichaw  of  Land  at  Fortishead. 

In  their  report  the  Docks  Committee  remind  the  Council  that  on 
Februarv  9, 1915,  they  approve  a  lease  of  further  land  to  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  Petroleum  Co.,  at  Portishead,  in  connection  with  the  exten- 
sions being  carried  out  at  their  petrol  installation.  The  committee 
report  that  the  developments  of  traffic  at  this  dock  have  made  it 
necessary  to  take  up  more  land  between  the  western  end  of  the  com- 
mittee's timber  wharf  and  the  parish  wharf.  This  land  is  the  'prop- 
erty of  the  Great  Western  Railway,  and  powers  to  purchase  it  were 
taken  in  the  Bristol  Corporation  Act,  1906,  but  hot  exercised.  The 
company  have  now  intimated  their  willingness  to  sell  the  land,  the 
area  of  which  is  about  5  acres,  at  $7,665,  and  the  committee  recom- 
mend that  they  be  authorized  to  purchase  on  those  terms. 

MAEKET  VAITJES  OF  DUTCH  CHEESE. 

[Vice  Consul  G.  B.  Krogb,  Botterdam,  Netherlands,  June  1.1 

The  wholesale  market  values  of  cheese  in  Holland  for  the  month 
of  May,  1915,  were  as  follows: 

Variety  Early  May.  End  of  May. 

Edam  cheese $21. 30  to  $22. 11    $16. 48  to  $17. 29 

Leyden  cheese 17. 69  to  18.,09      15. 68  to  16.08 

Gouda  cheese 20. 10  to  20.90      17. 69  to  18.49 

These  are  the  market  values  of  farmers'  made,  full-cream  cheese, 
per  50  kilos  (110  pounds),  sold  in  the  market,  to  which,  however, 
must  be  added  the  commission,  cost  of  delivery  to  stores,  and  sundry 
small  expenses. 

Partly  skimmed,  secondary  or  factory-made  cheese  have  followed 
the  movement  of  prices  indicated  by  the  above  values  for  full-cream 
cheese. 

[For  comprehensive  treatment  of  the  Dutch  cheese  and  dairy  in- 
dustry see  Daily  Consular  and' Trad6  Reports  for  July  27,  1914.] 
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BBIGHTES  BUSDTESS  OUTLOOK  DT  OHTABIO. 

[Vice  Consul  Blcbard  Butler,  Hamilton,  Canada,  June  23.] 

The  Steel  Company  of  Canada  is  one  of  the  leading  industries  of 
Ilamilton.  It  has  works  in  seven  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  Canada. 
The  local  plant  was  originally  started  with  American  capital,  but 
since  has  become  a  mixed  corporation  of  Americans  and  Canadians. 
It  manufactures  foundry  grades  of  pig  iron,  open-hearth  forgings, 
open -hearth  steel,  cold-twisted  steel,  and  wrought  pipe;  in  fact,  its 
product  is  everything  in  the  iron  and  steel  line  from  a  tack  up.  The 
vice  president  and  general  manager  of  the  company,  in  a  recent 
interview  in  an  English  journal  as  to  the  prospects  of  Hamilton, 
pronounced  the  outlook  very  cheering  notwithstanding  the  depres- 
sion in  trade  caused  by  the  war.    He  said : 

• 

Tbe  steel  business  is  quiet  The  railways  have  stopped  building  new  lines, 
and  tbe  agricultural  Implement  makers  are  yery  slack  by  reason  of  conditions 
In  the  West.  Ontario  farmers,  however,  are  very  prosperous,  owing  to  the 
good  crops  they  have  had  and  to  enhancied  prices.  The  United  States  manu- 
facturers can  turn  out  goods  more  cheaply  than  we  can,  and  Canadian  steel 
foundries  generally  are  confining  their  attention  to  the  home  trade.  We  have, 
however,  been  sending  to  England  barbed  wire,  fine  wire,  and  piping.  The 
object  of  my  visit  to  England  is  to  see  if  we  can  not  get  a  bit  of  the  trade  In 
such  articles  as  Germany  used  to  do  with  this  country  before  the  war.  Canada 
can  supply  many  things  that  this  country  imports,  bur  the  difficulty  Is  to  com- 
pete with  the  price  of  manufactured  articles  that  Germany  has  been  in  the  habit 
of  dumping  Into  this  country. 

New  Indnstrlal  Activity. 

Hamilton  is  purely  a  manufacturing  city,  with  over  400  work- 
shops, 54  being  American  concerns,  and  as  the  result  of  the  depres- 
sion there  has  been  unemployment  during  the  winter  months.  Re- 
cently, however,  Hamilton  has  received  orders  for  military  clothing, 
knitting  and  textile  goods,  and  boots  for  the  army.  Complete  shelJ^ 
are  made  by  four  of  the  largest  factories,  giving  employment  to  an 
army  of  workmen  and  women. 

Hamilton  has  made  generous  provision  by  private  subscription 
for  the  care  of  the  wives  and  children  of  men  who  have  enlisted,  for 
Red  Cross  work,  for  the  Canadian  hospital  ship,  for  the  relief  or  the 
Belgians,  and  for  the  families  of  the  unemployed. 

There  is  little  building  being  done  in  this  city  or  in  this  consular 
district  at  present.  Outside  of  the  larger  towns  the  people  hardly 
feel  the  effects  of  the  war,  so  far  as  their  personal  comforts  are  con- 
cerned. The  farmers  have  raised  large  crops  and  have  prompt  re- 
turns and  big  prices.  The  deposits  m  the  savings  banks  have  in- 
creased, and  the  travelers  for  the  wholesale  trade  report  a  fair  busi- 
ness in  all  lines.  The  Procter  &  Gamble  soap  and  perfume  works  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  will  shortly  have  their  new  and  extensive  plant 
completed,  furnishing  employment  for  400  or  500  men  and  women. 

The  furniture  factories,  oi  which  there  are  a  number  in  this  dis- 
trict, are  substantially  at  a  standstill ;  and  this  has  had  a  depressing 
influence  on  the  lumber  trade.  Whether  the  retail  trade  is  over- 
stocked with  furniture,  the  people  not  buying,  or  because  the  man- 
agers of  the  factories  are  of  Garman  birth,  it  is  hard  to  guess  the 
cause.    All  three  reasons  are  given  by  the  traveling'  men. 

The  Wool  Trade. 

The  Province  of  Ontario  has  substantially  retired  from  ^eep  rais- 
ing.   There  was  a  time  when  the  wool  industry  was  an  impoi-tant 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCB  BEPOETS.  7 

part  of  the  profits  of  the  farm.  The  last  few  years,  since  the  closing 
of  a  majority  of  the  woolen  mills,  the  price  of  wool  has  declined,  the 
farmers  became  discouraged,  and  the  flocks  were  slaughtered  for 
food.  The  wool  clip  for  this  season  is  now  being  marketed,  and  those 
fortunate  enough  to  own  sheep  will  get  a  good  price  for  the  product. 
It  is  estimated  by  one  of  the  largest  buyers  in  Ontario  that  the  clip 
will  be  a  slight  increase  on  last  year's,  which  was  very  low,  and  will 
amouint  to  Saout  2,000,000  poimds.  The  prices  offered  range  from 
25  to  30  cents  for  unwashed  and  35  to  40  cents  for  washed,  being 
about  40  per  cent  higher  than  last  year. 

STOCK  OF  COFFEE  IN  EUROPE. 

[Consul  F.  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  NetUcrlaads,  June  6.] 

The  stock  of  coffee  in  Europe  on  Jime  1  was  the  smallest  for 
many  years  at  the  same  date.  It  amounted  to  4,471,050  bags,  against 
8,102,000  in  1914,  6,660,000  in  1913,  6,463,000  in  1912,  and  7,330,000 
in  1911.  About  four-fifths  of  the  quantity  in  all  these  years  was 
Brazil  coffee. 

However,  it  is  apparent  from  the  statistics  that  the  stock  was  de- 

Sleted  between  July  and  the  end  of  December,  1914.  The  stock  on 
anuary  1  in  all  the  years  named,  including  this  year,  was  practically 
the  same  as  on  June  1,  whereas  the  arrivals  of  coffee  in  Europe  dur- 
ing the  first  five  months  of  this  year  have  totaled  somewhat  more 
than  the  average  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  other  years 
mentioned.  The  arrivals  have  been  normal  this  year,  and  so  also 
have  been  the  deliveries,  which  have  been  about  the  same  as  the 
average  of  the  other  years  in  question.  The  total  of  the  deliveries 
this  year  has  been  somewhat  less  than  the  total  of  the  arrivals ;  there- 
fore the  stock  on  hand  tends  to  increase. 

Nearly  half  the  total  of  the  arrivals  in  Europe  have  come  to  the 
Netherlands  this  year,  contrary  to  previous  years,  when  the  propor- 
tion was  about  one-seventh. 


AOBICITLTTJBAL  DEHOITSTBATION  CAB  IN  FHUIFFINES. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila.] 

The  special  train  which  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture  is  sending 
through  the  rice  provinces  lying  along  the  railroad  lines  is  attracting 
a  great  deal  of  interest  among  the  people.  This  demonstration  train 
is  sent  out  to  stimulate  intelligent  interest  in  the  growing  and  im- 
provement of  rice.  It  is  similar  to  the  agricultural  demonstration 
car  sent  out  along  the  railroad  last  year,  except  that  it  is  devoted 
almost  entirely  to  rice  propaganda.  Special  demonstrators  and 
inspectors  from  the  bureau  accompany  the  car  and  give  lectures  to 
the  people  of  the  pueblos,  illustrated  by  lantern  slides.  Emphasis  is 
laid  on  the  early-maturing  varieties  or  rice,  the  proper  care  in  seed 
selection,  and  the  advantages  of  growing  leguminous  plants  on  the 
rice  land  to  renew  its  fertility. 

The  train  also  carries  a  display  of  irrigating  machinery.  Pumps 
and  engines  to  illustrate  the  modem  method  of  lifting  the  water  to 
the  fields  where  a  gravity  system  of  irrigation  is  not  installed  are 
operated  for  demonstration  purposes.  The  interest  of  the  people 
along  the  railroad  in  this  train  is  somewhat  enlivened  by  the  recently 
organized  agricultiural  societies  fostered  by  the  Government. 
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FOSKAI  OPENINO  OF  AUSTBAIIAH  STEEL  PIAITT. 

[Sydney  Horning  Herald,  Jane  3.] 

The  new  steel  works  at  Newcastle,  erected  by  the  Broken  Hill  Pro- 
prietary Co.  (Ltd.),  were  officially  opened  yesterday  by  the  governor 
general  of  the  Commonwealth,  Sir  Ronald  Munro  Ferguson.  In 
unveiling  a  brass  plate  in  the  bloom  and  rail  mill,  recording  the  fact 
and  the  date  of  the  official  opening.  His  Excellency  characterized  the 
works  as  "  the  crowning  achievement  of  a  great  undertaking,  with 
ramifications  in  many  States  of  the  Commonwealth,"  -concluding : 
"It  is  an  enterprise  in  which  all  Australia  is  interested.  Its  raw 
material  is  drawn  from  mines  in  many  parts  of  the  coimtry,  and  its 
product  will  make  all  the  railways  or  the  continent  independent  of 
foreign  supplies." 

At  the  official  luncheon,  Mr,  J.  E.  McBryde,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  directors,  gave  an  address,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said : 

The  first  step  which  led  up  to  the  establlshmeut  of  the  steel  works  was  the 
leasing  by  the  company  In  1899  of  what  Is  known  as  the  Iron  Knob  or  Iron 
Monarch,  30  miles  inland  from  the  west  side  of  Spencer  Gulf,  In  South  Atts- 
tralia.  The  object  the  company  bad  was  to  provide  itself  with  sufficient  iron 
ore  for  use  as  a  flux  in  its  Port  Plrle  smelters.  After  having  used  some  800,000 
tons  of  the  ore  In  this  way,  and  being  satisfied  as  to  its  high  and  uniform 
quality  and  also  that  the  supply  would  last  for  several  generations,  the  directors 
of  the  company  decided  to  make  the  fullest  possible  inquiries  lu  the  leading 
Iron  and  steel  countries  of  the  world,  in  order  to  see  if  It  might  not  be  possible 
to  utilize  the  great  deposit  for  making  iron  and  steel.  Mr.  G.  D.  Delprat  was 
therefore  sent  abroad  to  make  the  necessary  investigations, 

Australia's  Advantages— Enlargement  of  Works  Contemplated. 

It  was  found  that  the  ores  used  In  the  countries  visited  averaged  35  to  55  per 
cent  of  iron,  whereas  the  ore  from  the  company's  deposit  carries  about  68  per 
cent  of  metallic  iron ;  and  that  at  the  site  selected  for  the  works  the  ore,  coke, 
and  limestone  could  be  assembled  at  considerably  less  cost  per  ton  of  pig  iron 
produced  than  at  one  of  the  largest  American  works.  As  more  than  2  tons  of 
coal  are  required  to.  treat  a  ton  of  Iron  ore  It  was  obvious  that  it  was  cheaper  to 
talfe  the  iron  to  the  coal  than  vice  versa,  so  a  site  was  obtained  near  the  great 
Newcastle  coal  flelda    •    •    • 

Our  part  is  to  show  that  we  can  turn  out  as  good  steel  and  Iron  articles  as 
con  be  purchased  abroad,  and  at  a  price  compatible  with  Australian  labor  and 
other  conditions.  If  that  Is  done,  then  we  may  fairly  hope  that  the  Governments 
and  people  of  Australia  will  purchase  from  us  freely.  If  they  do  so,  then  in  the 
very  near  future  the  company  will  be  prepared  to  enlarge  the  works  so  as  to  be 
able  to  meet  all  the  orders  that  may  be  forthcoming.  As  it  has  taken  close  on 
£1,500,000  [approximately  $7,500,000]  to  complete  the  works  and  develop  the 
sources  of  the  iron  and  limestone  supplies  required  it  will  be  realized  that  the 
company  can  only  be  reasonably  looked  to  to  enlarge  the  works  when  the  orders 
coming  in  warrant  such  a  step  being  taken. 

After  the  works  have  been  in  existence  for  a  time  and  the  quality  of  the  iron 
and  steel  produced  has  been  satisfactorily  demonstrated  we  firmly  believe  that 
a  number  of  Industries  not  yet  established  In  Australia,  or  only  to  a  minor 
extent,  which  require  manufactured  steel  as  their  raw  article,  will  spring  up 
around  the  works.  Should  such  industries  hesitate  too  long  in  coming  I  fancy 
they  will  find  that  our  company  will  itself  establish  such  plants  and  prove  a 
strong  competitor  to  those  who  prefer  to  manufacture  in  other  countries  and  to 
export  here. 

Steel  Experts  from  the  United  States. 

[The  copy  of  the  Sydney  Herald  from  which  the  foregoing  ex- 
tracts were  taken  contains  a  half-tone  cut  of  the  new  works.  It  will 
be  loaned  to  those  interested  by  the  Washington  office  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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The  equipment  and  output  of  the  new  steel  plant  were  described 
by  Consul  Liucien  N.  SuUiTan  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  8. 
Tlie  consul  also  mentioned  the  interesting  fact  that  some  of  the 

Slant's  expert  steel  workei-s  were  from  Buffalo,  Gary,  Pittsburgh, 
parrows  Point,  and  other  steel  centers  of  the  United  States.] 


COAL  UABEET  IH  HOBTHWESTEBN  BOHEMIA. 

[Extract  from  the  Prater  Tagblatt  of  Jnne  3,  1915,  translated  by  Consol  Wallace  J. 
YoDng,  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  Austria.] 

The  demand  for  coal  in  the  northwest  Bohemian  brown-coal  dis- 
tricts is  good,  particularly  when  one  bears  in  mind  that  because  of 
the  warm  weather  the  demand  for  coal  for  heating  purposes  is 
greatly  lessoied.    It  is  for  the  most  part  owing  to  the  msuflSciency 
of  coal  cars,  if  the  shipments  of  the  first  four  months  of  this 
year  (January  to  April),  as  against  1914,  from  the  Teplitz-Brux 
district,  are  about  975,000  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds)  less,  and 
from  the  Falkenau  district  180,000  tons  less,  although  orders,  con- 
sidering all  grades  of  coal,  were  abundant.     The  month  of  April 
brought,  in  general,  a  bettering  of  these  car-shortage  conditions. 
Still  for  several  weeks  there  was  much  to  be  desired.    It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  a  noteworthy  betterment  may  occur. 
Compared  with  last  year,  up  to  this  time  the  shipments  on  the  Elbe 
have  been  130,000  tons  less.    It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  this 
ia  due  largely  to  the  shortage  of  cars.     (Austrian  coal  cars  have  a 
capacity  of  10  tons.)    The  spring  brought  numerous  inconveniences 
to  the   Elbe  trade  through  the  continued  floods  and  high  water. 
Since  January  1,  list  prices  have  remained  unchanged. 


EMIGRATION  FBOM  AMSTEBDAM. 

[Vice  Consul  Engene  Nabel,  Amsterdam,  Netberlonds,  June  14.] 

According  to  the  annual  returns  of  the  local  emigration  commis- 
sion, just  published,  there  was  quite  a  decline  in  the  number  of  emi- 
grants who  sailed  from  the  port  of  Amsterdam,  which,  however, 
may  be  attributed  to  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war.  While  there 
were  5,332  emigrants  in  1918,  less  than  half,  i.  e.,  2,443,  sailed  during 
the  past  year. 

Of  this  number  1,276  were  men,  651  women,  and  516  children 
under  10  years  of  age.  Only  368  of  all  these  were  Hollanders,  the 
majority  coming  from  Grermany,  Java,  Russia,  and  other  countries. 

As  in  former  years,  the  bulk  of  the  emigrants  were  bound  for  Brazil, 
namely,  1,071,  while  394  sailed  for  Dutch  East  Indies,  385  for  Argen- 
tina, 159  for  Spain,  150  for  Canada,  149  for  the  United  States  (of 
whom  all  but  1  were  Hollanders),  101  for  Portugal,  and  34  for 
Uruguay. 

Of  the  total  number  of  emigrants  379  were  ordinary  laborers,  258 
fanners,  138  merchants,  and  the  rest  skilled  laborers,  artists, 
atndents,  etc 

[The  annnal  report  of  the  Amsterdam  consulate  appeared  as 
Supplement  to  Commebcb  Refobts  for  June  11, 1915.] 
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SWEDISH  mON  nroxrSTSY  DT  1915. 

[Consul  Kmtl  Saaer,  Goteborg,  June  10.] 

From  a  report  read  before  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Iron  Manu- 
facturers' Association  of  Sweden  on  April  30,  1915,  it  appears  that 
the  iron  market  of  this  country  has  undergone  a  marked  improvement 
from  the  depression  noted  during  the  year  1914.  (See  Annual  Report 
from  this  consulate  published  as  Supplement  to  Commehce  Reports, 
Mar.  26,  pp.  3-4.) 

Manufacturers  are  cautioned  that  the  uncertain  conditions  brought 
about  by  the  war  still  exist,  and  that  great  care  should  be  exercised 
"with  reference  to  the  export  business,  especially  in  contracts  cover- 
ing a  long  period  of  time  for  delivery.  However,  it  is  noted  that  the 
demand  for  the  largest  number  of  the  products  of  the  iron  industry 
is  good,  for  domestic  consumption  as  well  as  for  export,  and  that 
this  has  allowed  the  increase  in  prices  called  for  on  account  of  the 
heavy  rise  in  the  prices  of  raw  materials  needed  by  the  industry, 
namely,  fuel  and  other  supplies.  The  spring  flood  has  brought  an 
increased  supply  of  water,  which  has  made  an  increase  of  the  output 
of  the  iron  works  possible.  At  present  the  largest  number  of  the 
iron  works  are  also  operating  at  full  capacity. 

Regarding  the  manufacturing  activity,  it  is  stated  that  of  the  125 
blast  furnaces  in  this  coimtry  97  were  in  operation  on  March  31, 
against  82  on  January  31  and  113  during  the  first  quarter  of  1914. 
Of  the  225  Lancashire  hearths  151  were  in  operation  on  March  31, 
against  159  on  January  31  and  207  during  the  first  quarter  of  1914. 
Of  the  24  Bessemer  furnaces  12  were  in  operation  on  March  31, 
against  10  on  January  31  last  and  17  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1914.  Of  the  75  Martin  furnaces  57  were  in  operation  on  March  31, 
against  51  ou  January  31  this  year  and  62  during  the  first  quarter  of 
last  year. 

The  production  of  different  classes  of  iron  and  steel  for  the  months 
of  January,  February,  and  March,  1915,  as  compared  with  the  aver- 
age production  per  month  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1914 
was  as  follows: 


froduction  o(— 


19U 


Jsnoary. 


February. 


ICarch. 


1914 


Average 

per 
month, 

first 
quarter. 


Pig  iron , 

Uartin  Ingots... 

Blconis 

Ecsyemer 

Rolled  products 


Ton*. 

45,900 

31,200 
8,300 
6,200 

24,200 


Tom. 

51,200 

37,600 
9,800 
6.400 

27,900 


Torn. 

64,200 

47,200 
8,600 
7,700 

30,800 


Toru. 

62,000 

37,000 

11,600 

9,100 


The  quantities  of  exports  of  different  kinds  of  iron  and  steel  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1915  as  compared  with  the  exports  for 
the  first  quarter,  1914,  wore  as  follows  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6 
pounds  each. 
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Artides. 

1014,  Jan- 
«ary- 
Marob. 

ISlS.Jan- 
oary- 
Harch. 

Increase 
or  de- 
crease. 

Artides. 

1914,  Jan- 
uary- 
liarch. 

1915,  Jan- 
uary- 
March. 

Increase 
or  de- 
crease. 

Pig  Iron 

F«rro<fllcon  and 

Tont. 
19,000 

3,000 

1,200 

1,400 
3,000 
1,200 
2,000 
1,500 
4,6.0 

3.700 
17.300 

Ton$. 
43,300 

1,800 

400 
800 
1,500 
1,200 
1,800 
1,700 
3,200 

3,000 
15,400 

Tom. 
+23,700 

-  1,800 

-  800 

-  600 

-  1,500 
+          0 

-  200 
+      300 

-  1,300 

-  700 

-  1,900 

Bar  Iron— Contd. 
Cold  roUed  or 
oold  drawn... 

Tom. 

1,200 

1,000 

8,100 

500 

3,400 
300 

300 

TOO 
1,400 

Tom. 

1,200 
1,300 
6.400 
1,700 

3,800 
600 

400 

100 
1,800 

Tom. 

+        0 
+      300 

nnent 

Wire  rods, rolled... 

Plates  or  sheets 

Pipes,  oold  drawn: 
H<dlow   tube 

blanks 

Other 

Wire,     drawn    or 

cold  rolled 

Nails,  tacks,  brads, 
etc 

-  1,700 
+  1,200 

"Bpiegcl  ebm" 
"Iron  spooga," 

+      400 

Tnfims 

+      300 

filooms 

Kongliliars 

Billets 

+      100 
—      100 

BwJrao: 

HftmnMTOd 
Hot  rolled 

Borae  nails 

Total 

+      400 

74,200 

90,800 

10,800 

NOTES  FBOH  NOBTHEBIT  ABGENTINA. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Roaarlo,  May  28.] 
acbool  Win  Teach  Vat  of  Xitrm  lEaolilnery. 

The  Sociedad  Rural,  of  Rafaela,  Province  of  Santa  Fe,  expects  to 
open  in  the  near  future  a  school  which  will  give  practical  instruction 
in  the  handling  of  agricultural  machinery. 

Hew  Kodel  Farm. 

The  Government  of  the  Province  of  C!ordoba  has  proposed  to  the 
provincial  legislature  the  establishment  of  a  model  farm,  to  include 
the  agricultural  industries  of  the  region,  orcharding,  dairying,  poul- 
try, pig  and  bee  raising,  and  the  preparation  of  fruit  and  vegetable 
preserves. 
Vew  CooiteTatiTe  Association  Will  Export. 

According  to  press  reports  an  agricultural  cooperative  society,. 
with  200  members,  known  as  the  Economia  Agricola,  has  been  formed 
at  Casilda,  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe.    The  society  proposes  to 
store  and  sell  the  produce  of  its  members,  dealing  directly  with  ex- 
porters.  It  has  sheds  and  machinery  for  shelling  com. 


ONTASIO  JAH  IN  DEIEAND. 

[Consul  JuIIna  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Canada,  June  20.] 

A  press  dispatch  from  London  announces  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  placed  orders  with  Ontario  firms  for  jam  to  the  value  of 
$2,500,000.  The  production  of  jam  and  preserves  in  this  Province 
and  in  the  Dominion  is  not  given  as  a  separate  item  in  the  last  cen- 
sus; but  in  1910  the  capital  invested  in  fruit  and  vegetable  canning 
in  Canada  was  $5,672,474,  of  which  90.4  per  cent  was  invested  in 
Ontario,  and  the  value  of  the  product  was  $5,971,082,  of  which 
Ontario's  proportion  was  91.7  per  cent.  Of  the  total  value  of 
orchard  fruits  in  1910,  amounting  to  $9,728,533,  Ontario's  product 
was  ^,664,133,  or  57.2  per  cent;  and  of  small  fruits,  $3,052,592, 
Ontario's  yield  was  valued  at  $2,254,913,  or  73.86  per  cent.  An  order 
for  jam  to  the  amount  of  $2,500,000  will  give  a  great  stimulus  to  the 
preserved-fmit  industry. 
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HAY,  1915,  IMPOBTS,  EZPOSTS,  ASH  BALANCE  OF  TBADE. 

During  May,  1915,  imports  into  the  United  States  totaled  $142,- 
284,851,  against  $164,281,515  in  May  last  year  and  $133,723,713  in 
May,  1913.  Exports  in  May  exceeded  by  $79,160,671  the  largest  May 
record  previously  made,  being  $273,768,093,  against  $194,607,422  in 
Mav,  1913,  and  $161,732,619  in  May  last  year. 

Of  the  May,  1915,  imports  60  per  cent  entered  free  of  duty,  com- 
pared with  62.8  per  cent  in  May,  1914,  and  51.6  per  cent  in  May,  1913. 

In  the  11  months  ending  -with  May,  1915,  imports  aggregated 
$1,516,474,600  and  exports  $2,499,592,079,  the  figures  representing  in 
the  case  of  imports  a  decrease  of  $219,921,607,  or  12.5  per  cent,  and 
in  the  case  of  exports  an  increase  of  $292,084,975,  or  13.2  per  cent, 
when  compared  with  a  like  period  a  year  earlier. 

The  figures  for  the  11  months  ending  May  31, 1915,  show  a  favor- 
able balance  on  merchandise  transactions  of  $983,117,479.  As  13 
ports  which  ordinarily  handle  90  per  cent  of  the  country's  foreign 
trade  show  for  June  an  export  balance  of  approximately  $60,000,000, 
it  is  now  known  that  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports  of  merchan- 
dise has  at  this  date  exceeded  $1,000,000,000,  surpassing  by  nearly 
$400,000,000  the  highest  record  hertofore  made. 

The  inward  flow  of  gold,  which  became  pronoimced  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  current  year,  continued  in  May  at  an  accelerated 
rate,  imports  amounting  to  $31,136,311,  against  $1,972,411  in  May, 
1914.  Gold  exports  totaled  $1^77,554,  compared  with  $16,835,202 
in  May,  1914.  In  the  11  months  ending  May  31,  1915,  gold  imports 
totaled  $119,227,015,  an  increase  of  $56,505,468,  while  gold  exports 
aggregated  $143,402,160,  an  increase  of  $79,470,695  over  a  like  period 
one  year  ago. 

ATTSTBAIIAN  GOLD  TIELD. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  BrittalD,  Sydney,  May  10.] 

The  gold  yield  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  during  the  first 
four  months  of  the  current  year,  as  far  as  can  be  determmed  from 
returns  published  by  the  Mines  Departments  of  the  various  States, 
amounted  to  666,672  fine  ounces,  as  against  667,141  fine  ounces  pro- 
duced in  the  corresponding  term  last  year.  The  variation  disclosed 
represents  a  decline  of  only  469  fine  ounces.  A  comparison  showing 
the  yields  of  States  (no  official  returns  being  yet  to  hand  from  Tas- 
mania or  South  Australia)  is  given  below: 


Four  months— 

1914 

191S 

Western  Australia 

Fine  oz. 
40f!,954 
133.423 
44,2S0 
70,012 
10,000 
2,S00 

Fifu  01. 
421,051 
104,601 
S2,98S 

victoria 

New  Soutli  Wales 

76,635 
8,600 
2,000 

Tasmania 

South  Australia. 

Commonwealth 

067,141 

666,672 
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HEW  ZEALASH  TBADE  HOTES. 

[Consnl  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AncUand,  Uay  25.] 
Paper  Xadnstry  in  Hew  Zealand. 

The  paper  industry  in  New  Zealand  is  suffering  somewhat  on 
account  of  adranced  ocean  freights,  since  all  wood  pulp  must  be 
imported.     To  date  the  greater  portion  has  come  from  Canada  and 
Scandinavia. 
Oovenincnt-OpeTated  Coal  ICines. 

The  Government-operated  coal  mines  of  New  Zealand  produced 
189,495  tons  of  coal  during  1914  out  of  a  total  production  of  nearly 
2,000,000  tons.  This  coal  is  placed  on  the  market  in  competition  with 
the  privately  mined  and  imported  coals,  and  is  of  a  fair  quality.  The 
coal  production  of  New  Zealand  has  increased  from  719,546  tons 
in  1894  to  1,888,005  tons  for  1913. 

Deposits  in  Post-Office  Savings  Banks. 

The  deposits  in  the  Post-Office  Savings  Banks  in  New  Zealand 
amoiinted  to  $58,330,950  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1915,  against 
$55,116,339  for  the  same  period  1912-13,  and  $56,668,976  for  the  same 
period  in  1913-14.  The  withdrawals  for  the  three  years  amounted 
to  $158,540,383,  leaving  a  balance  of  $11,575,882  for  the  period. 
Inereaaed  Deouad  for  Cheese. 

The  great  demand  for  cheese  in  the  war  zone  has  induced  many 
butter  factories  in  New  Zealand  to  change  to  the  manufacture  of 
cheese.  It  is  claimed  it  takes  2^  gallons  of  milk  to  produce  a  pound 
of  butter,  while  1  gallon  of  milk  will  produce  a  pound  of  cheese,  and 
the  former  wholesales  at  32  cents  per  pound  and  the  latter  at  18 
cents  per  pound.    One  company  has  opened  33  cheese  factories. 

Antonoblle  Highways. 

There  are  many  good  roads  in  the  country  and  others  are  imder 
construction  and  consideration.  It  is  proposed  to  build  an  intercity 
automobile  road  from  Auckland  to  Wellington.  There  is  now  a  fair 
motor  road  much  of  the  way,  and  machines  drive  through  often  in 
good  weather.  [A  list  of  New  Zealand  automobile  dealers  may  be 
had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its 
branches.] 

"AKEBICAH  KEAT  TBTTST  "  IN  AUSTBAUA. 

tCongut  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  May  H.] 

The  following  appeared  in  to-day's  Daily  Telegraph,  Sydney: 

AUEBICAH    MEAT    TRUST — CONCEBTED    SCHEME    OF    ACTION. 

A  brief  discnsslon  took  place  yesterday  at  the  premiers*  conference  on  the 
American  Meat  Trust,  the  president  (Mr.  Holman)  submitting  the  following 
oxttloa  on  behalf  of  New  South  Wales: 

1.  That  steps  should  be  taken  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the, 
loyal  commission  to  "  watch  "  operations  of  meat  companies  In  Queensland. 

2.  That  the  royal  commission  be  approached  by  the  Giovemments  of  the  States 
Interested  with  a  view  to  formulating  a  scheme  of  action. 

Mr.  Holman  said  that  nothing  of  a  practical  nature  could  be  done  till  a 
deDnlte  plan  of  action  had  been  decided  upon. 
fUr  Alexander  Peacock  (Victoria)  seconded  the  motion  which  was  carried 
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PSOPOSAIS  FOB  OOVERNHEHT  SUPPLIES  AHS  CONSTBITCTIOir. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speelflcatlons  can  nsually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2466. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  August  16,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  or  Cristobal  (Atlantic  ports)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  12  electric  totving  locomo- 
tives for  canal  locks.    Circular  No.  938. 

Construction  work.  No.  2467. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  at  the  Supervis- 
ing Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  August 
16,  1915,  for  the  construction  (except  mechanical  equipment,  elevator,  lifts, 
and  dumb  waiter)  of  the  immigration  station  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  including 
pipe  tunnels,  approaches,  and  wharf,  one  four-story,  one  three-story,  and 
two  two-story  buildings.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  o.htalned 
after  July  0,  1915,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Immigration,  Baltimore,  Md., 
or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Repair  work,  No.  2468. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  the  repairing  and  docking  of 
Heald  Bank  light  vessel.  No.  81.  Blank  proposals  and  further  particulars 
may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2469. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  July  9,  1915,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  following  articles:  Pig  Iron, 
track  spikes,  track  bolts,  toe  calks,  expansion  bolts,  electric  motors,  lava- 
tories, brass  siphons,  shower  beads,  cocks,  valves,  brass  clean  outs,  flush 
pipe,  slip-Joint  ells,  "  S "  traps,  brass  chain,  rubber  valves,  rock  salt,  sal 
soda,  litharge,  coal-tar  pitch,  drop  black,  lampblack,  locomotive  black, 
sulphate  of  copper,  Japan  drier,  asphaltnm  varnish,  cab  enamel,  paints, 
white  maple  lumber,  and  mahogany  lumber.    Circular  No.  941. 

Construction  work.  No.  2470. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
Tldng  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  2,  1915,  for  the  construction,  complete  (Including  mechanical  equip- 
ment, lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches),  of  the  United  States  post  office  at 
Fort  Atkinson,  Wis.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from 
the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Fort  Atkinson  or  at  the  above  office. 

Plumbing  and  heating,  etc..  No.  2471. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Superintendent,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey 
Avenue  SR.,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  2,  1915,  for  plumbing,  heating, 
etc.  Specifications,  blue  prints,  etc.,  may  l>e  had  by  addressing  the  above 
office. 

Dredging,  No.  2472. — Sealed  proposals  for  dredging  at  Grand  Marala  Mich., 
wllPbe  received  at  the  United  States  Engineer's  Office,  Duluth,  Minn.,  until 
July  15, 1915. 

Repair  work,  No.  2473. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  by  Capt  K.  F.  Luce, 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  steamer  Bache,  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  July  8, 
1915,  for  repairing  the  Bache  with  a  sheath  hull  of  galvanized  iron  and 
renew  leaky  boiler  tubes,  and  other  minor  repairs  to  hull  and  machinery. 
For  particulars,  etc.,  address  Capt.  Luce. 

Steam  engine.  No.  2474. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  in  the  Supervising 
Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  on  July  30, 
1915,  for  supplying  to  the  experimental  station,  United  States  Bureau 
of  Mines,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  one  steam  eugine,  in  accordance  with  specifica- 
tions, copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the  Washington  office. 

Bltde  gates,  cast-iron  piers,  etc.,  No.  2475.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  office  of  the  United  States  Eeclamatlon  Service,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  July  20,  1915^  for  furnishing  material  for  onOet  structures  for 
Keechelus  Reservoir,  Xakima  project,  Wash.,  and  for  Sherburne  Reservoir, 
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MQk  Klver  project,  Mont,  consisting  of  six  slide  gates  3  by  7  feet  for  100- 
foot  bead,  cast-iron  piers,  two  cabt-steel  columns,  and  other  accessory  parts 
for  each  reservoir.  For  particulars,  address  the  United  States  Reclamation 
Service,  Washington,  D.  C. 

ConttructUm  loork.  No.  2476. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  oflSce  of 
tbe  Superintendent,  United  States  C!oast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  or  at  the  office  of  the  Superintendent,  United  States  Ck)ast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  Room  310,  Customhouse,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
Angnst  10,  1915,  for  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  United  States 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  vessel  Surveyor,  in  accordance  with  plans 
and  speciflcationa  which  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  either  office. 

Electric  generator  and  generator  panel.  No.  2477. — Sealed  proposals  will  be 
received  at  the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  July  30,  1915,  for  supplying  to  the  experimental  station. 
United  States  Bureau  of  Mines,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  one  electric  generator  and 
generator  panel,  in  accordance  with  specifications,  copies  of  which  may 
be  obtained  at  the  Washington  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2478. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  tbe  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  July  13,  1915,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  or  Cristobal  (Atlantic  ports)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (lial- 
boa,  Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  i)ort).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  for  furnishing  and 
erecting  steel  doors  on  sheds  on  Piers  Nos.  7  and  18.    Circular  No.  039. 

Riprap,  No.  2479. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  lighthouse 
in^>ector,  Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.,  until  July  14,  1915,  for  furnishing  and 
placing  riprap  at  Coney  Island  Light  Station,  New  York.  Blank  proposals 
and  particulars  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Flagpoles,  bronze  and  iron  work.  No.  2480. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  July  2i,  1915,  for  flagpoles  and  miscellaneous  bronze  and  iron 
work  for  the  United  States  post  office  at  Denver,  Colo.,  in  accordance  with 
the  iqieciflcatloDS,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the  office  of  the  Sui)er- 
vising  Architect 

EXPLOSIVES  IS  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  total  production  of  explosives  in  the  United  States  during 
the  vear  1914,  exclusive  of  exports,  according  to  figures  compiled 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  ilines,  was  450,251,489  pounds,  or 
225,126  short  tons,  as  compared  with  500,015,845  pounds,  or  250,008 
short  tons,  for  1913.  The  production  for  1914  is  segregated  as  fol- 
lows: Black  powder,  206,099,700  pounds;  "high"  explosives,  other 
than  permissible  explosives,  218,453,971  pounds;  and  permissible 
explosives,  25,697,818  pounds. 

The  figures  represent  a  decrease  of  23,839,831  pounds  of  black 
powder,  23,932,573  pounds  of  high  explosives,  and  l,987,952^pounds 
of  permissible  explosives,  as  compared  with  1913.  The  Bm-eau  of 
Mines  adds : 

As  explosives  are  essential  to  mining  and  the  use  of  improved  types  of  explo- 
■ives  tends  to  lessen  the  dangers  attending  this  Industry,  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
undertook  the  compilation  of  information  showing  the  total  amount  of  explo- 
sives manufactured  and  used  in  the  United  States,  its  first  report  dealing  with 
the  year  1912.  The  report  for  1914  is  therefore  the  third  technical  paper  issued 
by  the  bureau  relating  to  the  production  and  distribution  of  explosives. 

In  the  year  1902  onlj;  11^00  pounds  of  permissible  explosives  were  used  In 
coal  mining,  whereas  in  1913  the  quantity  so  used  was  21,804,285  pounds,  as 
compared  with  19,593,892  pounds  In  1914.  The  quantity  of  permissible  explo- 
siTefl  naed  in  tbe  United  States  is  larger  than  in  a  number  of  foreign  countries. 
In  1912  It  represented  about  5  per  cent  of  the  total  quantity  of  explosives  pro- 
duced and  to  1914  5.7  per  cent.  The  total  amount  of  explosives  used  for  the 
prodDcUon  of  coal  in  1914  was  220,622,487  pounds,  of  which  about  8.9  per  cent 
wu  of  tbe  permlBBible  class,  as  coo^ared  with  9.5  per  cent  in  1913. 
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POBEIGN  TBADE  OFFOBTUinTIES. 

[Wbere  addresses  are  omitted  the;  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  or  Its  liniRcIt 

offices.]  ^ 

Boot  and  shoe  laces.  No.  17387. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  re- 
ports that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  soft  cotton  boot  and 
shoe  laces.    Samples  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Com 6s,  No.  17388. — An  American  consular  oflBcer  In  Canada  reports  that  a  drug- 
gist In  his  district  desires  to  receive  information  relative  to  American-made 
dressing  combs.  It  is  explained  that  the  best  selling  hard  rubber,  black- 
dressing  comb  is  7  Inches  long,  costing  the  retail  druggist  about  $1.50  per 
dozen. 

r 

Gasoline,  No.  17389.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  that  Its  agent  In  Sweden  is  anxious  to  form  com- 
mercial relations  with  American  producers  and  exxwrters  of  ^soline. 

Glass  tultng.  No.  17390.— A  firm  In  England  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers 
of  glass  tablng,  especially  soda-glass  tubing.  The  firm  states  that  It  uses 
large  quantities  of  this  glass.    Bank  reference  is  given. 

MacMnerv,  No.  17391. — An  American  cimsular  officer  In  Cuba  reports  that  he 
desires  to  receive  catalogues  from  American  manufacturers  of  machinery 
to  be  used  in  grinding  and  cleaning  salt 

Wrought-iron  fittings.  No.  17392. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  receiving  quotations  from 
American  manufacturers  of  wrought-iron  fittings  for  water,  steam,  and  gas 
pipes.    Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  British  ports,  If  possible. 

Waterworks  machinery.  No.  17393. — An  American  consular  officer  In  New  Zea- 
land reports  that  a  city  in  his  district  is  contemplating  a  waterworks  sys- 
tem in  the  near  future,  and  American  manufacturers  of  such  equipment 
should  send  catalogues  and  full  information  {tt  once. 

Cobbler's  thread,  No.  17394. — A  business  man  in  France  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  quotations  and  samples  from 
American  monutactuners  of  cobbler's  thread.    Keferences  are  given. 

Electrical  fittings,  No.  1T386. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  from  American 
manufacturers  of  lampholders  fitted  with  cord  grip  and  shade  carrier — 
bayonet  type,  and  }-inch  and  i-inch  plain  and  shade  carrier,  and  with  key ; 
celling  roses,  2  plate  and  3  plate;  enameled  iron  shades,  8,  9,  10,  12,  15, 
and  18  porcelain  cleats;  porcelain  fuses,  5  and  10  amperes;  tumbler-pattern 
switches,  5  and  10  amperes— all  suitable  for  250  volts.  Prices  should  be 
quoted  c.  i.  t.  British  ports. 

Drugs,  No.  17306. — A  firm  In  Serbia  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
it  desires  to  purchase  considerable  quantities  of  drugs,  such  as  aspirin, 
pyramldon,  quinine,  glycerin,  antifebrin,  antlpyrln,  salipyrin,  thiocol.  Cor- 
respondence should  be  conducted  in  German  or  French. 

Cooking  fats,  No.  17397. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  In 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, stating  that  he  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of 
American  manufacturers  of  alimentary  greases  for  cooking  purposes. 

Interlocking  steel  slats.  No.  17398. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Great 
Britain  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  which  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  revolving  shutters  Is  desirous  of  communicating  with  American 
manufacturers  of  interlocking  steel  slats  of  20  anfl  22  B.  W.  gauge,  about 
2}  Inches  wide,  in  lengths' of  20  feet  and  upward,  similar  to  the  illustra- 
tions which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  AMERICAN  HEECHAHT  FLEET. 

Merchant  vessels  built  in  the  United  States  and  officially  numbered 
by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  Junfe  30,  1915,  were  1,226,  of  215,711  gross  tons, 
compared  with  1,291,  of  311,578  gross  tons,  for  the  fiscal  year  1914. 

During  the  past  10  months,  however,  under  the  Ship  Registry  Act 
of  August  18, 1914,  to  the  American  merchant  fleet,  147  foreign-built 
vessels  of  528,907  gross  tons  have  been  added,  making  the  total  for 
the  year  from  both  sources  1,373  vessels  of  744,618  gross  tons. 

This  tonnage  is  the  largest  annual  addition  to  the  American  mer- 
chant fleet  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  In  1908  the  total  in- 
crease was  718,683  gross  tons,  in  1907  it  was  596,708  gross  tons,  and 
in  1855  it  was  586,102  gross  tons. 

The  losses  to  the  merchant  fleet  for  the  past  year  have  riot  all  been 
reported,  but  for  the  first  nine  months  they  number  1,062  vessels  of 
195,052  gross  tons. 


SPANISH  OUYE  AND  OH  C£OF. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Apr.  26.] 

The  official  statement  is  made  that  the  total  olive  crop  in  Spain 
for  1914  was  1,302,500  tons  (short),  or  about  200,000  tons  less  than 
for  1913,  from  which  1,260,000  tons  have  been  used  to  make  olive  oil, 
the  total  output  of  which  was  229,000  tons. 

COLOMBIAN  IMPOSTS  AND  EXPORTS  FOB  APRIL. 

[Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  Barranquilla,  June  11.] 

The  imports  into  Colombia  during  April,  1916,  amounted  to  5,338 
metric  tons  (1  metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds),  valued  at  $794,657,  of 
which  3,373  toHS,  valued  at  $411,509  came  from  the  United  States. 

The  exports  for  the  same  period  amounted  to  4,692  tons,  valued  nt 
$1,506,457,  of  which  4,284  tons,  valued  at  $1,447,113,  went  to  the 
IJnited  States. 
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18  COMMEBCB  BEFOBTS. 

CHUfESE  TLSASCIAL  NOTES. 

[National  Bevlew  of  China,  Hay  29.] 
Domestic  Loan  Orersnbseribed. 

The  Government  has  received  a  report  from  a  delegate  in  the 
Southern  Sea,  who  has  been  sent  there  to  sell  domestic-loan  bonds  to 
Chinese  merchants,  stating  that  a  Chinese  lady  in  Singapore  has 
taken  up  these  bonds  to  the  amoimt  of  $100,000,  and  asking  the  Gov- 
ernment to  award  her  special  recognition  for  her  patriotism.  Accord- 
ing to  reports  from  the  provincial  authorities  the  Government  finds 
that  the  amount  of  the  domestic-loan  bonds  soldan  the  Provinces  has 
exceeded  the  prescribed  amount  originally  assigned  to  each.  Thus 
in  Kwangtung  the  loan  bonds  sold  have  exceeded  the  original  amount 
by  $200,000,  in  Shansi  by  $100,000,  in  Chihli  by  $200,000. 

[Mention  of  the  part  which  foreign  banks  will  play  in  floating  this 
loan  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  17,  1915.  The  loan 
is  for  $24,000,000  Peiyang  and  New  Republic  currency,  or  slightly 
less  than  $12,000,000  United  States  gold  at  the  normal  rate  of  ex- 
change. Since  it  is  a  silver  coin,  however,  the  conversion  value  of 
the  new  dollar  (or  "yuan")  varies  from  day  to  day  with  the  price 
of  silver;  during  the  quarter  just  ended  it  was  held  by  the  United 
State  Treasury  Department  at  $0,389.  The  sums  above  given  for 
stock  subscriptions  are  probably  stated  in  the  new  currency.] 

Patriotic  Fund  in  Java. 

Chinese  merchants  in  Java  have  started  a  movement  to  collect 
funds  by  private  contributions  to  relieve  the  financial  difficulties  of 
the  Government.  This  new  movement  is  sometimes  called  the  Sal- 
vation Fund  Movement,  and  the  proceeds  from  it  are  to  be  used  only 
in  emergency  for  the  salvation  of  the  nation  and  are  to  be  devoted 
only  to  military  expansion  or  industrial  development.  The  mer- 
chants in  Surabaya  have  organized  a  body  and  appointed  a  number 
of  prominent  persons  to  take  charge  of  the  collection.  The  contri- 
butions will  be  of  two  kinds;  special  contribution,  which  is  in  the 
form  of  a  donation,  and  periodical  contribution.  The  person  sub- 
scribing to  the  latter  shall  be  required  to  contribute  a  certain  sum 
proportionate  to  his  income  at  stated  periods.  The  promoters  of  this 
movement  have  also  declared  that  the  proceeds  will  be  remitted  to 
the  Central  Government  of  China  only,  and  that  the  funds  thus 
collected  shall  not  be  appropriated  to  the  provincial  Government, 
nor  shall  they  be  applied  to  other  use.  The  campaign  will  continue 
until  the  promoters  deem  it  possible  for  the  Chinese  Government  to 
dispense  with  such  financial  aid  without  suffering  further  financial 
embarrassment. 

COMUESCIAL  DTSTRirCTION  IK  ECUADOR. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Coding,  Ouayaqoil,  May  22.] 

The  Superior  Council  of  Public  Instruction  of  Ecuador  has  created 
a  school  of  commerce  in  Bahia  de  Caraquez  modeled  after  the  sec- 
ondary high  schools  of  the  United  States,  which  are  held  in  high 
esteem  by  the  educators  of  this  Republic.  This  is  the  second  com- 
mercial school  organized  by  the  department  of  education.  There  is 
a  private  commercial  institution  in  Guayaquil 
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HIGH  COST  or  nvnro  nr  hondtteas. 

[Consal  Ezra  M.  Lewton,  Tegucigalpa,  May  19.] 

Honduras  suffered  last  year  from  the  effects  of  a  severe  drought, 
perhaps  the  most  severe  for  many  years,  and  a  plague  of  grasshop- 
pers destroyed  a  large  part  of  the  diminished  crop.  The  grass- 
hoppers are  stUl  in  evidence  in  many  sections  and  little  effort  is 
being  made  to  destroy  them. 

For  the  six  months  from  November  1,  1914,  to  May  1,  1915,  there 
was  imported  into  this  district  from  the  United  States  through  the 
Honduras  port  of  Amapala  4,272,600  pounds  of  flour,  3,979,700 
pounds  of  com,  8D,000  pounds  of  beans,  and  163,100  pounds  of  rice, 
nesides  other  foodstuffs  in  much  larger  quantities  than  ever  before. 
Hay  and  alfalfa  are  now  being  imported  for  forage.  The  last  Con- 
gress placed  these  items  on  the  free  list,  but  in  spite  of  free  entry 
the  cost  of  freight  and  handling  is  often  more  than  the  first  cost 
of  the  article.  As  an  illustration,  a  100-pound  sack  of  No.  3  com 
from  San  Francisco  costs  $2.65  c.  i.  f.  Amapala;  unloading  and 
transport  by  lighters,  25  miles  across  Fonseca  Bay  to  the  mainland, 
cost  an  additional  70  cents,  and  the  haul  by  cart  to  this  city,  a  dis- 
tance of  90  miles,  adds  $1.65. 

The  prevailing  prices  per  pound  for  various  articles  of  prime 
necessity  in  this  market  are  as  follows:  Com,  7  cents;  flour,  8  cents; 
sugar  (native),  7  cents;  navy  beans,  9  cents;  rice,  10  cents;  coffee 
(native),  10  cents;  lard,  35  cents;  potatoes,  about  as  large  as  marbles, 
5  cents;  cabbage,  15  cents  for  medium  head;  eggs,  2  to  3  cents 
eadi ;  butter  in  tins,  85  cents ;  imported  canned  vegetables,  35  to 
55  cents  per  No.  2^  can.  Fresh  meat  is  cheap,  but  is  little  eaten. 
The  middle  class  consume  large  quantities  of  cheap  sardines,  which  in 
the  smallest  size  tins  sell  locally  for  12  to  18  cents. 


BUENOS  AIBES  COAL  SXFPFLT. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Hale,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  May  12.] 

The  announcement  that  coal  exports  from  Great  Britain  will  here- 
after be  controlled  by  that  Government,  has  aroused  considerable 
interest  in  South  America,  especially  in  Argentina.  A  revicAv  of 
conditions  in  Buenos  Aires  shows  that  there  are  probably  suflScient 
stocks  on  hand  for  the  next  six  months,  and  the  hope  is  expressed  that 
during  that  interval  some  arrangements  can  be  made  for  a  regular 
supply  to  meet  the  necessary  demand  of  electric  light  and  gas  com- 
panies, steamers,  and  other  industries.  This  market  is  worthy  of 
serious  consideration  of  coal  miners  and  dealers  in  the  United  States. 
Quantities  of  coal  from  the  United  States  have  already  been  intro- 
duced in  Buenos  Aires,  and  even  in  Montevideo,  and  the  use  of  this 
coal  has  on  the  whole  been  favorably  received.  A  large  user  states 
that  Cardiff  coal  (from  Great  Britain,  costing,  about  Jan.  1, 1915,  $9 
gold  a  ton,  with  port  duties  of  20  cents)  yielded  1  kilowatt  hour  for 
800  grams  (1.8  pounds).  Pocahontas  coal  (from  the  United  States), 
which  is  sold  at  a  slightly  lower  price,  yielded  1  kilowatt  hour  for 
840  grams  (1.9  pounds).  The  price  ot  coal  has  increased  consider- 
ably since  then,  with  no  probability  of  its  returning  to  the  normal 
Sficp.  The  Government  of  the  Republic  and  the  municipality  of 
luenos  Aires  are  purchasers  of  coal  in  large  quantitiea 

I  Digitized  by  Google 


20  OOMMEBCB  BBF0BI8. 

BinronESs  nr  the  woxld. 

The  blind  population  of  the  United  States  in  1910  numbered  57,- 
272,  or  62.3  to  each  100,000  of  the  total  ijopulation  in  that  year. 
Blindness  is  less  common  in  America  than  in  most  other  countries; 
it  has  apparently  decreased  amon^  the  youngest  classes  of  the  popu- 
lation in  the  last  half  century ;  it  is  more  prevalent  among  men  than 
among  women ;  it  is  very  much  more  prevalent  among  Indians,  and 
considerably  more  prevalent  among  Negroes  than  among  whites. 
Trades,  taught  in  schools  or  workshops  for  the  blind  have  equipped 
more  than  1,500  blind  persons  for  total  or  partial  self-support. 

These  are  some  of  the  facts  brought  out  in  a  bulletin,  The  Blind 
Population  of  the  United  States,  1910,  recently  issued  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce.  Anyone  desiring  a  copy 
can  obtain  it  by  addressing  the  Director  of  the  Census,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

The  total  number  of  blind  persons  in  the  world  is  roughly  esti- 
mated at  2,390,000.  The  total  number  enumerated  at  the  most  re- 
cent censuses  of  the  blind  in  all  countries  in  which  such  censuses 
have  been  taken  is  1,194,346.  These  countries  represent  all  of  Aus- 
tralia, nearly  all  of  Europe  and  North  America,  and  portions  of 
South  America,  Africa,  and  Asia,  together  with  certain  of  the  insular 
possessions  of  European  and  American  countries.  The  only  coun- 
tries and  Provinces  in  which  the  ratios  of  the  blind  to  the  total  popu- 
lation are  lower  than  that  for  the  United  States  (62.3  per  100,000) 
are  Canada,  where  the  ratio  was  44.9  per  100,000  in  1911;  Belgium, 
where  it  was  43.5  in  1910;  Denmark,  52.7  in  1911 ;  Germany,  60.9  in 
1900;  Netherlands,  46.3  in  1909;  New  South  Wales,  61.4  in  1911; 
Western  Australia,  50.3  in  1911;  and  New  Zealand,  47.8  in  1911. 


JAPANESE  SHIFFIK6  LINES. 

[Extract  from  Japan  ChronlcVe  of  May  14  by  Consul  General  Oeorge  H.  Scldmore,  Yoko- 

bnma.] 

In  view  of  the  growing  i.. crease  in  the  quantities  of  goods  for 
Europe,  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  has  decided  to  strengthen  its 
European  line  by  three  select  vessels  of  7,500  tons  gross  each.  These 
are  the  Toyohasi  Maru,  the  Tokuyama  Maru,  and  the  Toyama  Maru. 

Following  the  example  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  which 
recently  raised  its  freight  rates  on  Japanese  tea  for  America  by  some 
50  per  cent,  both  the  Nippon  Yusen  and  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha 
are  said  to  contemplate  raising  charges.  Shippers,  however,  are  ex- 
pected to  protest  as  vigorously  as  did  the  silk  exporters,  but  it  is  said 
that  the  companies  wiU  insist  on  a  20  per  cent  increase. 

According  to  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  authorities,  owing  to  the 
European  hostilities,  all  the  company's  freight  liners  on  the  European 
line  will  return  via  America,  picking  up  freight  on  the  way.  The 
Tokwhima  Maru,  6,054  tons,  sailed  from  London  on  May  6  and  will 
call  at  New  York.  The  Tsushima  Maru,  7,300  tons,  left  London  on 
May  13  for  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  where  it  is  expected  to  load  oil 
to  fullest  capacity  and  return  via  the  Panama  Canal.  Among  the 
vessels  just  on  the  way  for  New  York  from  London  are  also  the 
Tottori  Maru,  6,056  tons,  and  the  Wakasa  Maru,  6,327  tons,  both  of 
which  will  return  via  Panama. 
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Fnipmos  m  aiojucan  faciobies. 

Some  six  years  a^o  President  Adams,  of  the  Cleveland- Akron  Bag 
Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  brought  home  with  him  from  Manila  a  young 
Filipino,  to  whom  he  gave  employment.  The  young  man  gave  sat- 
isfaction and  it  was  decided  to  employ  two  or  three  more.  They 
also  commended  themselves,  and  so  a  couple  of  years  ago,  when  on 
another  visit  to  the  company's  Manila  sales  branch,  Mr.  Adams  ar- 
ranged for  the  employment  of  20  young  Filipinos.  These  have  been 
in  me  United  States  now  over  a  year,  giving  efficient  service  to  the 
company.  G.  A.  Zizelman,  one  of  the  department  managers  of  the 
Cleveland  companyj  has  written  the  following  letter  concerning  the 
boys  to  the  Philippmes  Free  Press: 

These  boys  left  Manila  in  April,  1914,  and  are  now  employed  In  the  various 
departments  of  tlie  Cleveland-Al;rou  Bag  Ck).  and  attending  high  school  at  night. 
The  boys  have  proved  to  be  very  good  stJdents,  nearly  all  being  leaders  In  their 
respective  classes.  The  majority  are  planning  to  stay  in  the  United  States 
seven  years,  their  ambition  being  to  acquire  a  profession  before  returning  to 
the  PhlUpplnes.    They  are  full  of  determination  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

K.  Banman  was  a  student  of  engineering  in  the  University  of  the  Philippines 
and  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  Philippines  in  the  first  Far  Eastern 
Olympic  games  held  in  Manila  in  1013.  He  took  part  In  the  swimming  events, 
securing  several  points  for  Ms  team.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Cleveland 
1.  M.  C.  A.  swimming  team,  competing  in  all  the  aquatic  contests,  and  has 
carried  oft  numerous  prizes.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  K«l  Cross  Life 
Saving  Society,  a  corps  of  the  best  swimmers  in  the  country. 

Luis  Yerro  and  Mr.  Gonzales  arc  from  the  Philippine  School  of  Arts  and 
Trades. 

Antonio  Esguerra  and  Gabriel  Garduque  are  both  graduates  of  the  Philippine 
School  of  Commerce. 

R.  Templo  was  a  student  of  the  Batangas  High  School.  .    . 

N.  Qnebral  attended  the  Manila  High  School,  and  was  a  member  of  the  track 
teauL 

The  boys  are  now  organizing  a  baseball  team  and  expect  to  give  the  semlpro 
teams  around  Cleveland  a  run  for  their  money. 


HEW  STEAMSHIP  IINE  BETWEEBT  JAVA  AND  NEW  YOEK. 

[Consul  F.  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  4|ine  3.] 

This  consulate  is  informed  that  the  Netherlands  Steamship  Co., 
with  headquarters  in  Amsterdam,  and  operating  a  line  of  pas.senger 
and  cargo  steamers  between  this  city  and  the  Dutch  East  Indiesj 
has  opened  a  monthly  line  between  j^tavia,  Java,  and  New  York. 
These  steamers  travel  via  Colombo  and  the  Suez  Canal,  touching  at 
Suez  and  Genoa,  Italy.  It  is  intimated  that  if  sufficient  return 
freight  from  the  United  States  to  Batavia  is  offered  the  service  will 
be  made  bimonthly. 

This  would  seem  to  be  an  important  addition  to  the  carrying 
service  between  the  United  States  and  the  East  Indies  apd  of  great 
possible  advantage  to  the  extension  of  trade  in  American  products. 


CTAHIDE  OF  POTASSIUM  FACTORY  FOB  BTJSSIA. 

[Consnl  General  John   H.   Snodgrass,  Moscow,  May  26.] 

At  a  conference  of  representatives  of  the  Eussian  gold-mining  in- 
dustry on  May  7  it  was  decided  to  address  a  petition  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  establishment  of  a  concern  to  manufacture  cyanide  of 
potassium.  .   . 
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VOKEIOS  TABIFFS. 
ABGEJITUIJu 
[Bolettn  OSclal,  Feb.  26,  191S.1 
CUuslflMtion  of  Tool  Handle*. 

According  to  an  Argentine  customs  decision  of  February  17, 1915, 
handles  for  artisans'  tools  included  under  Tariff  No.  901,  for  which 
the  official  tariff  valuation  is  2  pesos  ($1.93)  j>er  hundred,  are  not  to 
exceed  75  centimeters  (about  29.5  inches)  m  length.  Handles  of 
greater  length  are  to  be  assimilated  to  handles  for  axes,  shovels,  etc., 
which  are  dutiable  imder  Tariff  No.  898  at  an  official  valuation  of 
1  peso  per  dozen.  The  rate  of  duty  is  in  both  instances  27  per  cent  of 
the  official  valuation,  inclusive  of  surtax. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Baenos  Aires,  Mar.  15,  1915.] 
Sednoed  Duties  on  Paper. 

By  the  provisions  of  an  Argentine  law  in  effect  February  17, 1915, 
the  rate  of  duty  on  news-print  paper  imported  into  Argentina  is 
reduced  from  0.02  to  0.01  peso  per  kilo  (from  $0,928  to  $0.49  per  100 
pounds,  inclusive  of  surtaxes) ,  and  the  duty  on  paper  not  specified, 
including  writing  paper  and  paper  for  books  and  magazines,  from 
0.04  to  0.03  peso  per  kilo  (from  $1.88  to  $1.44  per  100  pounds,  includ- 
ing surtaxes).  The  same  law  provides  for  an  increase  in  the  duty 
on  common  light  wines  from  0.08  to  0.085  peso  per  liter  (from  $0.0745 
to  $0,079  per  quart,  including  surtaxes) . 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Hay  6,  1915.] 
Temporary  Exemption  of  Orain-Elevator  Materials. 

Materials  of  all  kinds  for  use  in  the  installation  of  new  grain  ele- 
vators in  Argentine  ports  and  railway  yards,  as  well  as  all  machinery 
for  such  elevators,  are  to  be  exempt  from  import  duty  in  Argentina 
during  the  current  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  budget  law  for 
1915. 

ATTSTaAlIA. 
(Customs  Order  No.  1762,  Not.  27,  1014.] 
Kew  Standard  for  Hntf . 

New  regulations  under  the  Trade  Descriptions  Act  of  1905  provid< 
that  shipments  into  Australia  of  peanuts,  Brazil  nuts,  almonds,  anc 
other  kinds  of  nuts,  containing  10  per  cent  or  more  of  unsound  nut 
will  be  liable  to  rejection  unless  such  percentage  is  stated  in  th 
trade  description.  [The  former  regulations,  reported  in  Foreigi 
Tariff  Notes  No.  12,  p.  175,  provided  that  the  proportion  of  unsoun 
nuts  should  not  exceed  5  per  cent.] 

CANADA. 
[Consul  FeUx  S.  8.  Johnson,  Kingston,  May  5,  1915.] 
Xe^nlrementf  for  Kaple  Products. 

A  recent  amendment  to  the  Canadian  Adulteration  Act  forbi< 
the  manufacture  or  sale  in  Canada  of  any  article  of  food  resemblii 
or  being  an  imitation  of  maple  sugar  or  maple  sirup  which  is  n 
pure  maple  sugar  or  maple  sirup.  It  is  further  provided  that  t 
word  "  maple "  shall  not  be  used  on  the  label  in  combination  yvi 
any  other  words  or  letters  unless  the  contents  are  absolutely  pv 
maple  sugar  or  sirup. 
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CHINA. 

[Consnl  Lester  Haynard,  Auoy,  Mar.  20,  1018.] 

Exemptioiis  from  Export  Duty. 

An  order  of  the  Chinese  Commissioner  of  Customs,  in  effect  March 
1,  1915,  exempts  the  following  articles  from  export  and  coast-trade 
duties:  Lace,  embroidery,  drawn-thread  work  of  silk  or  other  ma- 
terial, hair  nets,  and  fruite  preserved  in  sirup  (including  ginger  and 
the  preparation  known  as  chowchow).  The  export  duty  formerly 
levied  on  fruits  in  sirup  was  5  mace  per  picul  and  that  on  the  other 

Sroducts  5  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The  same  order  provides  for  a  re- 
uction  of  the  export  duty  on  straw  braid  from  7  mace  to  3  mace  5 
candareens  per  picul,  and  on  matting  from  2  to  1  mace  per  roll  of  40 
yards.  (Haikwan  tael,  Apr.  1,  1915,  $0,705;  tael  =  10  mace  =  100 
candareens;  picul,  133.33  poimds.) 

COLOMBIA. 

IConsol  Boss  BaielUne,  Cartagena,  Apr.  10,  IMS.) 

Hew  Kzdse  Duties. 

A  Colombian  decree  of  January  29,  1915,  establishes  a  new 
schedule  of  excise  duties,  leviable  by  means  of  stamps  to  be  affixed 
to  the  containers  of  dutiable  articles.  The  decree  was  held  ia 
abeyance  for  several  weeks  pending  a  decision  of  the  supreme  court, 
which  has  sustained  its  constitutionality.  The  following  is  a  com- 
plete list  of  the  new  internal  taxes,  whicn  are  levied  on  gross  weight: 

[KJlo,  2.2048  pounds;  Uter,  1.056S  quarts;  gold  peso,  tl.] 


Arttdas. 


Fmoi. 


Tobacco: 

Leaf,  smoking,  or  chewing,  Imported , 

dgarettes.  Imported  or  containing  imported  tobacco — 

Per  package  not  exceeding  30  grains 

Fca- each  additional  15  grams  or  fraction  thereof 

Cigars,  Imported  or  made  of  Imported  tobacco 

Imported  liquors: 

IMaady,  whisky,  gin,  rum,  and  other  distilled  liquors,  containing  more  than  23 
per  cent  of  alcohol— 

Per  bottle  not  exceeding  200  grams 

For  each  additional  200  grams  or  fraction  thereof 

Imported  wines: 

Bed  or  white,  In  pipes,  casks,  or  demijohns- 
Containing  not  more  than  IS  per  cent  of  alcohol 

Containing  more  than  IS  and  not  more  than  22  per  cent  of  alcohol , 

Tnll-bodied  wToes,  red,  such  as  port,  muscatel,  malaga,  sherry,  and  vermouth 

Sparkling  wines,  containing  not  more  than  23  per  cent  of  alcohol — 

Red 

Wlilte  or  yellow , 

Champagne 

Imported  beer 

Fermented  extracts  for  the  manufacture  of  beer 

Oinger  ale,  cider,  and  similar  fermented  beverages 

Ferramcry  containing  alcohol,  imported  or  domestic,  including  cosmetics,  toilet  powders 
and  waters,  and  dentifrioes,  ol  a  retail  price  per  kilo  (including  container)— 

Kotmore  than  10  pesos 

More  than  10  and  not  more  than  50  pesoso 

Uore  ttian  50  pesos' „ 

Flaying  cards.  In  pocks  not  exceeding  52  cards 


J><r  Mio. 
o.so 
JPa  faekale. 
0.02 
.01 
PtrUlo. 

1.00 


FtrtouU. 


.10 
.10 


Per  klh. 


PtrUUt. 

1.00 
Fa  Ulo. 

.05 

.03 

.10 


Per  kib. 
.SO 

2.  SO 

S.OO 
Permck, 


.OS 
.05 
.05 

.10 
.20 


a  Perfumed  soap  Is  not  snbjeot  to  these  duties. 
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[Consnl  Isaac  A.  Manning,  BanwnqiilUa,  May  26,  1915.] 
"  To  Order  "  Shipmenti  for  Colombia. 

The  Colombian  customs  law  authorizes  the  clearance  of  mercl 
dise  from  the  customhouse  on  presentation  of  the  certified  consi 
invoice,  together  with  four  copies  of  the  customhouse  manifest, 
latter  to  be  made  and  signed  by  the  importer  or  his  agent,  but  < 
not  require  the  presentation  of  a  bill  of  lading  for  this  purp 
The  clearance  must  be  effected  within  five  days  from  receipt  of 
shipment  at  the  customhouse. 

Should  the  importer  fail  to  receive  his  copy  of  the  invoice,  he  ] 
ask  the  customs  collector  to  issue  an  extra  copy  of  the  certified 
voice,  for  which  a  small  fee  is  charged  for  stamped  paper. 

Consignments  "  to  order  "  are  not  recognized  by  Colombian  fi 
laws,  and  the  only  manner  in  which  such  shipments  can  be  n 
would  be  by  consigning  the  shipment,  under  previous  agreement  a 
the  bank  or  import  agents  and  the  importer,  to  a  bimk  or  im] 
agent.  This  is  done  only  on  rare  occasions  in  this  country, 
usual  custom  in  vogue  among  European  and  American  exportei 
to  ship  the  merchandise  direct  to  the  importer,  and  if  a  draft  i 
be  presented  for  acceptance  or  payment  on  delivery  at  Barranqu 
this  is  sent  through  some  bank.  The  house  on  which  the  dral 
drawn  must  accept  or  pay  the  draft  in  accordance  with  its  cont 
with  the  exporter,  or  find  its  credit  damaged  by  failure  to  do  so. 

American  exporters  who  are  doing  large  business  with  Colon 
find  this  regulation  acceptable,  if  not  entirely  satisfactory,  and  < 
tinue  doing  profitable  business  with  Colombian  merchants  on 
basis  mentioned. 

While  it  might  be  possible  to  bring  about  an  amendment  to 
customs  law,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  requirement  of  the  certi 
bill  of  lading  before  delivery  of  the  goods,  this  might  bring  al 
other  complications,  even  to  the  confiscation  of  the  merchandise 
the  Government  for  failure  to  clear  same  from  the  customhc 
within  the  five  days  specified.  Much  of  the  merchandise  intended 
the  interior  of  the  country  must  be  cleared  by  customhouse  brol 
before  the  mail  leaves  Barranquilla  for  the  interior,  and  if  clears 
of  merchandise  for  Bogota  or  Medellin,  etc.,  had  to  await  the  acci 
ance  of  a  draft  by  the  importer  in  those  places,  it  would  mean  a 
lay  of  at  least  two  months  in  many  cases  for  the  merchandise  to  re 
the  importer. 

CXIBA. 

[Bolettn  Oflclal  de  la  Secretarta  de  Hacienda,  Mar.  1,  1915.] 

Bednetioii  on  Fuel  OIL 

A  Cuban  customs  circular  of  February  22,  1915,  provides  t 
petroleum  Or  its  products  for  use  as  fuel,  the  distillation  point 
which  is  between  270°  and  280°  C,  shall  be  dutiable  under  ta 
No.  6  (a)  and  shall  be  exempt  from  the  surtax  of  25  per  cent  of 
original  duty  imposed  by  Decree  No.  44,  of  February  1, 1904.  Un 
the  new  provision  the  duty  on  such  products  imported  from 
United  States  amounts  to  ^.56  per  100  kilos  (gross  weight).  '. 
reduction  is  made  in  order  to  encourage  the  importation  of  petrole 
for  fuel  by  industrial  establishments  in  general,  and  particularly 
sugar  refineries. 
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DOXmOAH  BBPITBUO. 

(Vice  Consul  Juan  U.  Herrero,  Santo  Domingo,  May  17,  1915.] 
Bedneed  Duty  on  Fnel  OIL 

A  Dominican  law  of  May  12, 1915,  reduces  the  import  duty  on  crude 
mineral  oil  intended  solely  for  fuel  and  not  suitable  for  lighting  from 
$1  per  100  kilo  to  $0.75  per  1,000  kilos.    [Kilo,  2.2046  pounds.] 

KOBWAT. 
[Board  of  Trade  Jottmal,  Apr.  22,  1915.] 
iBcreaied  Dnty  on  Beer. 

_  A  Norwegian  law  promulgated  March  22, 1915,  increases  the  duties 
on  beer  imported  in  oottles  or  jars  from  0.30  to  0.38  crown  per  liter 
and  on  beer  in  other  receptacles  from  0.25  to  0.33  crown  per  liter. 
The  same  measure  also  provides  for  higher  rates  of  excise  duty  on 
beer.    [Crown,  $0,268;  liter,  1.0568  quarts.] 

(Board  ot  Trade  Journal,  Hay  13, 1»15.| 

Stuv  Taxes  <m  dgan  and  dcaiettes. 

A  royal  order  of  April  29,  1915,  in  effect  May  3,  1915,  provides  for 
the  following  schedule  of  stamp  duties  in  Norway  (crown,  $0,268; 
kilo  (1,000  grams),  2.2046  pounds): 


Artldu. 


Duty. 


Ogan: 

OI  a  Tains  per  100  ot— 

Not  more  than  3  crowns 

More  tlian  3  and  not  more  than  6  crowns 

llore  than  $  and  not  more  than  7  crowns 

More  than  7  and  not  more  than  S  crowns ■.. 

More  than  9  and  not  more  than  11  crowns 

Mna  than  11  and  not  more  than  13  crowns 

Mora  than  13  and  not  more  than  U  crowns , 

Mace  than  IS  and  not  more  than  20  crowns ^ , 

Mote  than  lOand  not  mote  than  2S  crowns 

More  than  3S  and  not  more  than  30  crowns 

More  than  30  and  not  mora  than  40  crowns 

For  each  incraase  In  Talue  of  10  crowns  or  traction  thereot  above  40  crowns  per  100. 
CIprettas: 

Of  a  valae  per  100  of — 

Not  more  than  1.10  crowns 

More  than  1.50  and  not  more  than  3.50  crowns 

More  than  2.90  and  not  more  than  3.S0  crowns 

More  than  3.<0  and  not  more  than  4.S0  crowns 

Mora  than  4.50  and  not  more  than  (crowns 

Mote  than  6  and  not  more  than  8  crowns 

For  each  increase  hi  valoe  ol  3  crowns  or  fraction  thersol  above  8  crowns  per  100. . . 

Cijnetla  moDthplecas,  per  100  or  fraction  thereof 

8onS,  pw  50  grams  or  fraction  thereof 


Onmu 

per  100. 

0.20 

.40 

.60 

.80 

1.00 

1.20 

1.40 

1.80 

3.40 

3.00 

4.00 

1.00 


.20 

.40 

.60 

.80 

1.30 

1.60 

.4) 

PtT 

COgranu. 

.40 

.10 


Incieased  Duties  on  Matches. 


The  following  increases  in  the  duties  on  matches  and  lighting 
apparatus  imported  into  Norway  were  put  into  effect  May  3,  1915: 


Tatt 
No. 


Articles. 


Ot  wax,  stearine,  or  simOar  materials 

Of  other  materials 

U|MiB(  ^qiantns  and  antomatle  Ughters  (fyrtOI)  ot  aU  kfaids 


Duty. 


Crowm 
per  kilo. 
1.75 
1.60 
Suh. 
1.00 
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f  OSTUQITESE  COIOBISS. 
[Dlario  do  Ooverno,  Not.  25,  1914.] 
Exemption  of  Sngar-Faotory  Supplies  in  Angola. 

A  Portuguese  decree  of  November  25,  1914,  exempts  from  duty 
all  construction  materials  imported  into  the  Province  of  Angola  by 
sugar  companies  for  the  installation  or  development  of  sugar 
factories. 

SIAK. 
[Vice  and  Deputy  Consul  General  Carl  Q.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Feb.  19,  191S.] 
Changed  Segnlations  foT  Involcei. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  compilation  of  commercial  statistics,  the 
Siamese  customs  department  now  requires  that  invoices  for  goods 
imported  into  Siam  specify  the  number  or  quantity  and  the  net 
weight  instead  of,  as  heretofore,  only  the  value.  The  new  require- 
ment should  be  strictly  observed,  as  otherwise  the  ascertaining  of 
the  weight,  etc.,  of  the  contents  of  each  package  upon  arrival  at  a 
Siamese  port  may  cause  serious  inconvenience  to  the  consignee  and 
may  also  subject  the  articles  to  considerable  damage.  By  net  weight 
is  meant  the  weight  of  the  product  without  the  immediate  container 
and  exclusive  of  all  wrappings,  and  it  may  be  stated  in  either  pounds 
or  kilograms.  [Information  regarding  the  form  of  declaration  re- 
quired for  various  classes  of  articles  will  be  supplied  upon  request 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C!ommerce.] 


JASAinS.SE  SHIP-STJBSIDT  BILL. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Advertiser  for  May  22,  forwarded  by  Consul  General  George  H. 

Scldmore,  Yokohama.] 

IThe  Government  on  May  20  introduced  into  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  a  bill  providing  for  Government  bounties  for  navigation 
service.  According  to  the  bill  the  Government  wants  to  make  con- 
tracts with  the  companies  engaged  in  the  service  to  Europe,  North 
America,  South  America,  and  Australia  granting  state  bounties 
according  to  the  following  schedule  for  four  successive  years  com- 
mencing with  the  fiscal  year  191&-1917: 


Bounties. 

Line  and  year. 

Bounties. 

Line  and  year. 

Yen. 

United 

States 

equivaleut. 

Yen. 

United 

States 

equivalent 

European  Line: 

1916-17 

1,811,910 
1,754,196 
1,689,000 
1,566,672 

2,949,012 
2,822,119 
2,609,925 
2,509,187 

1902,331 
873,590 
841,122 
780,203 

1,468,608 
1,405,415 
1,329,623 
1,254,958 

Soutli  American  Line: 
1916-17 •. 

297,558 
291,211 
284,863 
269,390 

173,808 
160,250 
169,470 
188,497 

n4S,184 
145,023 
141,863 
134,156 

86,556 
79,805 
84,396 

1917-18 

1917-18 

1918-19 

1918-19 

1919-20 

1919-20     

North  American  Line: 
1916-17 

Australian  Line: 

1918-17 

1917-18 

1917-18 

1918-19 

1918-19 

1919-20 

1919-20 

93,872 

As  the  Government  has  a  majority  in  both  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Houses  of  the  Diet  it  is  generally  beuevcd  that  this  bill  will  pass. 

[For  previous  discussion  of  changes  in  Japanese  shipping  subsidies 
see  CoMMEBCEi  Reports  for  May  14  and  June  14,  1915.J 
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ELECTBIC  AND  QASOIINE  AUTOMOBILES. 

[Fnukfnrter  Zeltang,  Ua;  16.] 

In  recent  times  the  question  has  been  asked  quite  often  whether 
and  to  what  extent  an  electric  automobile  might  take  the  place  of 
one  driven  by  gasoline.  Here  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  German 
name  "  Benzinmotorwagen "  is  simply  the  traditional  name  of  an 
automobile  originally  driven  by  gasoline,  but  such  automobiles  can 
now  be  driven  well  and  economically,  too,  by  benzol,  alcohol,  and 
various  mixed  fuels.  In  this  respect  the  experiences  gained  during 
the  war  have  been  surprisingly  gratifying  even  for  older  machines. 
In  comparing  an  electric  with  an  internal-combustion  motor  car  it 
is  sufficient  to  consider  just  two  points  of  difference  in  order  to 
decide  under  what  conditions  one  car  may  replace  the  other. 

1.  The  electric  automobile  carries  a  comparatively  small  supply  of 
energy,  whereas  the  other  type  of  motor  car  will  go  eight  to  ten 
times  farther.  If  an  electric  were  to  be  built  for  long  trips  it  would 
be  too  heavy ;  an  internal-combustion  motor  car,  however,  can  easily 
be  built  for  a  range  two  or  three  times  larger  than  the  one  now  usual. 

2.  An  internal-combustion  motor  car  can  be  supplied  with  new 
energy  in  a  few  minutes,  whereas  it  takes  several  hours  to  charge 
the  storage  battery  of  an  electric  automobile. 

A  person  making  short  trips  about  the  city  may  well  get  along 
with  an  electric  automobile  with  one  battery.  A  taxicab  company, 
however,  must  have  at  least  two  batteries  for  each  car,  one  of  which 
is  being  charged  while  the  other  is  at  work.  Even  so,  the  business  of 
running  taxicabs  in  a  large  city  has  its  difficulties,  for  unexpected 
lengthy  trips  may  lead  to  an  exhaustion  of  the  accumulators,  which 
means  an  economic  loss.  The  conditions  are  much  more  favorable  when 
an  electric  automobile  is  employed  as  a  delivery  wagon  by  departmeni 
stores,  breweries,  etc.  In  that  case  trips  are,  as  a  rule,  similar,  and 
it  can  easily  be  calculated  whether  the  car  will  return  strong  or 
nearly  exhausted. 

The  conditions  are  even  more  favorable  for  omnibus  lines,  such  us 
have  been  operated  in  Vienna  for  some  time  as  an  experiment.  Hera, 
too,  the  distance  which  a  battery  must  cover  before  being  replaced  is 
perfectly  known  beforehand,  and  both  the  size  of  the  battery  and  the 
time  table  can  easily  be  arranged  so  that  one  battery  will  suffice  for  a 
round  trip  of  about  18  miles.  The  principal  municipal  line  in  Vienna 
is  served  by  13  electric  omnibuses  with  34  batteries,  3  of  the  cars 
being  held  in  reserve.  In  large  cities  the  electric  omnibus  possesses 
two  remarkable  advantages  over  the  internal-combustion  motor  car — 
it  does  not  throw  out  any  exhaust  gases  or  produce  clouds  of  smoke 
and  its  motor  stops  whenever  the  omnibus  stops,  wliereas  the  internal- 
combustion  motor  must  be  kept  running  and  usually  makes  a  great 
noise. 

It  is,  therefore,  in  but  few  cases  and  only  under  special  circumstances 
that  an  electric  automobile  can  be  employed  to  advantage  as  a  substi- 
tute for  an  internal-combustion  motor  car. 


A  rail  order  from  South  Africa  has  been  received  by  the  Sydney 
(Nora  Scotia)  Steel  Works  which  wiH  take  three  months  to  execute. 
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OFFICIAL  inrUBEBS.FOB  IGBBCHAFT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  June  26,  &15: 


Name. 


Offidal 
niun- 
ber. 


Signal 
letters. 


Tonnags. 


Qross.     Net. 


Tear 
bum. 


Wlwrebollt. 


Home  port 


SAIL. 

Schooner: 

Clara  Fountain... 

rowiB. 

Gas  screv  yacht: 

Sweetheart 

Wabama 

Oas  stem  wheel: 

Lambs  Feny 

UabelFendle.... 

Typhoon 

Oas  screw: 

ChichflgoS 

Columbia 

Comanche 

Edna  No.  2 

Gradac 

lola 

Undine 

Lillian 

Louise 

Uonitor 

Ocean  Queen 

Do 

Ollnda 

Stannie 

Sylva 

U.S.  A 

Winifred 

Steam  side  wheel: 

.     Santa  Clara 

Steam  screw: 

M.  O.  Phelps 

Mariana 

Rodona 

tTinuQQEn. 

Barge: 

John  A.  Harris... 
Scow: 

M.B.  Mnis 

Porter  No.  24 

Porter  No.  25 


213397 


2133S5 


LFKV 


2133M 
213404 

2133S0 

213387 
213390 
213381 
213400 
213399 
1213383 
213402 
213403 
213384 
213392 
213391 
213386 
213401 
213394 
213405 
213388 
213398 

213389 

213393 
213385 
213379 


166039 

166038 
166040 
16C041 


LFKT 


22 


44 

9 
JO 
28 
32 
14 

8 
19 
10 
30 
24 
31 
408 
IS 
23 
21 
10 

2,282 

110 

3,063 

50 


14 


30 
6 
16 
19 
22 
13 
6 
13 
6 
20 
16 
24 

a» 

10 
20 
18 
8 

1,306 

84 

1,942 

24 


1915 


1915 
1915 

191S 
1915 

1911 

1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 


BIloz],  Miss. 


Boston,  l£ass . . 
Rockport,  Uass. . . 


Decatur,  Ala , 

New     Harmony, 

Ind. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa ... 


Seattle,  Wash 

Astoria,  Wash 

Everett,  Wash 

Belllngbam,Wash 
Olg  Harbor,  Wash. 


1915 
1915 
1914 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1912 

1915 

1915 
1915 
1915 


1515 

1909 
1915 
1915 


BrooUynjN.  Y... 

Tacoma,  Wash 

East  Uachlas,  Ue. 
Dockton,  Wash... 
Everett,  Wash.... 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.. 
San  Francisoo,  CaL 
Oalveston,  Tex.. 
Tnckerton,N.  J.. 
Seattle,  Wash  ... 
Buffalo,  N.Y.... 


Oakland,  Cal. 


Cbanmont,  N.  T.. 
Newport  News,  Va. 
BeUinctuun,Wash. 


TottenviUe,  N.Y. 

St.  Qalr,  Mich... 
Anacortes,  Wash. 
do 


Gnlfport. 


Kansas  City,  Ha 
Gloucester. 

Uobile. 
Evansville. 

St.  Louii 

Seattle. 
Astoria. 
Seattle. 
Do. 
Tacoma. 
Philadelphia 
New  York. 
Tacoma. 
Ifachias. 
Tacoma. 
Seattle. 
Los  Angeles. 
San  Francisco. 
Oalveston,  Tez. 
Tuckerton. 
Seattle. 
BuSalo. 

San  Francisoo. 

Cape  Vincent. 
New  York. 

Seattle. 


New  York. 

Port  Huron. 
Seattle. 
Do. 


0  Date  and  place  ot  buOd  unknown. 

The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  to  June  26,  1815,  was  160, 
of  528,907  gross  tons. 

CCEAir  FBEIOHT  KATES  IN  AUEBICAN  CUSBENCT. 

The  following  communication  has  been  received  from  H.  H. 
Garver,  foreign-trade  commissioner  of  the  Chicago  Association  of 
Commerce : 

I  hare  receired  several  complaints  from  exporters  In  reference  to  the  steam- 
ship Hues  sailing  under  the  American  flag  quoting  rates  in  foreign  money.  The 
suggestion  has  been  made  that  something  should  be  done  to  correct  this  method 
and  have  the  companies  quote  rates  in  American  gold. 
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The  following  is  a  comparative  table  showing  disti^bution  of  fish 
and  eggs  by  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  for  1 1  months  of  current  fiscal 
jeais  ending  May  31,  1915,  and  May  31,  1914. 


Specks. 

Bgss. 

nr. 

Fbigerlings. 
andadcSts. 

Total,  May  31. 
1916. 

Total,  May 
31, 1914. 

AUanUcs^iBon 

1,000,000 

663,600 

1,899.360 

87,683,260 

6,700,263 

1,000.000 

l.T"1  188 

Ii'.  ii~,  il7 

42,,■,^.^.■al 

ll,til.'9.255 

114.  H40 

1-11,  ill 

I,..-  .,m43 

'.I-.'  ■..  198 

21;m,  i:..i,i«0 

1 ,  i^nn,  437 

3.-.,  .'.(14, 707 

1,294,  l.W. (100 

2,223.(100 

2B.M-i.1100 

4,.W1  (K^ 

12,  !.';.'<.  (157 

e2.soo.uoo 

61,237,003 

6.97,637 

83,673,779 

87,846 

604,620.3^ 

600,730,000 

4,275,895 

399,475 

68.430 

41.087,000 

36,364,506 

679,357 

31,400,000 

2,600,735 

470 

8,694,500 

2,776,421 

3,690,388 

Black  bass 

1.162,488 

4,784,067 

1,731,435 

5,491,842 

114,849 

644.311 

1,866,643 

16,714,694 

788.960 

Blade-spotted  troat 

3,435,000 

8,155,000 

607,160 

6,790,670 

Bltwhfiek  saliDQD 

63,371,869 

10,089,653 

297,195 

231,146 

ryrfi^h                          

664, 310 

Chfnnok  aalmm        

34.466,735 

44,562,979 
360,133,000 

80,124,643 

Ctod 

262,951,000 

1,800,437 

649:930 

Ooc  salTDon 

36,604,707 
1,394,1S«,000 

1,873,000 
36,814,000 

4,851,000 
11,758,600 
93,360.000 
36,394.723 
356,043 
33,670,000 

8,673,736 

Flatflsh 

1,171,321,000 

flrftyldiff , . , 

3SO,n)0 

498,000 

H^dS:;::::::::;:;:::::::;::::: 

108,524,000 

EccTine  (alewHc) 



184,000 

390,567 

3.'6»2iS46' 

110,686 

3,779 

87,846 

8S3 

■■i,'8i3,"975' 
299,476 

41,607,603 

T  Ake  Iwrrfng 

900.000 

12,860.000 
391,000 

43,222.882 

T^flnHi'w-kfd  sftlmon 

624,333 

l^obetar , 

16,793,467 
6,676 

Pik« 

Pike  perch 

336,350,000 

378.370,000 

600,730.000 

513,930 

611,664,000 

MkA 

661,408,423 
3,702,569 

Rftinbow  trout , 

1,947,990 

Bocktess 

78,046 

Scotch  sea  troat 

68.430 

41,087,000 
30,717,764 

508,370 
6,l«),000 

266,078 

19,937 

atad 

{8,660,660 

1,943,280 

2  698,462 

70,987 

"i,'76i,'6a6' 

470 
■■2,'776,'42i' 

31,888.636 

BmflU-mouthed  black  baas 

66,605 

Bmalt 

14,600,000 
634,000 

15, 184, 400 

Stadbead  trout 

4,739,390 

Stmwberrr  bass 

ailpedbaaa 

8,604,600 

11,689,000 
600,757 

ftmni^h  .    . 

WaniHHith  bwm 

1,086 

White  bass 

3.825 

2,826 
t04,300,000 
179,830,000 

420 
314,368,007 

200 

4,460 

98,906,666 
17,860,000 

405,400,000 
181,9fl),000 

464,015,000 

220,003,000 

430 

104,007 

200 

Yellow  perch .,  ,,, 

19,000,000 

195, 264, 000 

189,437,164 
1,200 

Total 

4,071,884,692 

3,849,386,779 

YESSEIrCOAUNa  CONCESSION  AT  CADIZ. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  SeTllle,  Spain,  June  4.] 

Permission  has  been  granted  to  the  agent  of  the  Sociedad  Anonima 
Depositos  Flotantes  de  Carbones,  of  Barcelona,  to  install  in  the  port 
of  Cadiz  of  this  consular  district  "  floating  coal  deposits  "  for  the 
sale  and  delivery  of  coal  directly  to  merchant  and  other  ships  visiting 
that  port. 

The  coniiiession  granted  is  not  to  constitute  a  monopoly,  and  no 
fixed  period  is  covered  by  the  permit,  and  the  Spanish  ministry 
reserves  the  right  to  grant  similar  concessions  to  other  parties. 

The  regulations  under  which  the  permit  for  these  deposits  is  issued 
may  be  seen  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Washington. 

The  concessionaires  pay  1,000  pesetas  (approximately  $200)  per 
annum  contribution  to  the  port  authorities  for  the  port  works,  and 
deposit  a  guarantee  of  6,000  pesetas  (approximately  $1,000)  with  the 
authorities  to  be  held  during  the  term  of  the  concession. 
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THE  METAL  INDUSTBIES  OF  HTTETGABY. 

[Pravo  Lldu,  Pragvic,  Bohemia.] 

The  general  situation  of  the  Hungarian  metal  industries  in  1914 
is  thus  described  in  the  Honi  Ipar,  the  official  organ  of  the  Hun- 
garian employers:  The  first  half  of  1914  was,  on  the  whole,  imfayor- 
able,  the  miUs  operating  with  a  reduced  force,  owing  to  the  financial 
crisis.  Orders  were  few  and  all  efforts  to  improve  the  conditions 
failed,  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  situation.  The  difficulties 
were  aggravated  by  the  moratorium  decree  issued  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  which  postponed  payments  for  goods  already  delivered^ 
It  was  expected  that  after  the  excitement  of  the  first  months  of  the 
war  the  situation  would  improve  through  the  need  of  arms  and  equip- 
ment for  the  army,  but  the  improvement  was  rendered  impossible  by 
the  lack  of  raw  materials,  the  lack  of  workmen — ^large  numbers  of 
whom  had  been  called  to  the  colors,  and  tlie  limitation  of  transpor- 
tation facilities.  The  foundries  suffered  the  most.  In  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year  orders  for  cast-iron  grenades  were  received,  which  will 
keep  the  milk  busy  for  three  or  four  months.  The  mills  producing 
heavy  goods  were  altogether  idle.  The  machinery  industry  profited 
by  army  orders,  but  only  toward  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  lack 
of  worlanen  in  that  branch  of  the  industry  became  serious.  Tlie  steel- 
tool  industry  flourished  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  but  the  electric 
branch  suffered.  Army  orders  were  of  some  help  but  there  was  a 
pronounced  shortage  of  skilled  workers.  The  steel- working  mills 
suffered  from  a  lack  or  orders  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  and 
from  high  prices  of  raw  materials  during  the  second  half,  when 
army  orders  were  received.  The  lamp  and  chandelier  industry  had 
a  satisfactory  year,  owing  to  good  exports  to  the  Balkan  countries 
in  the  first  hali  of  the  year  and  army  orders  in  the  second.  Factory 
workers  in  the  Hungarian  metal  industries  are  under  military  orders. 
The  Himgarian  metal  workers'  union  has  issued  an  appeal  to  the 
workers  to  remain  calm.  The  union  demands  legal  protection  for  the 
'wctrkmen  against  the  injustices  of  some  manufacturers. 

UAmrFACTTTBES  IN  THE  DISTBICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Census  Bureau  has  just  issued  its  first  report  presenting  sta- 
tistics collected  at  the  manufactures  census  of  1^14.  This  report  is  in 
the  form  of  a  brief  preliminary  statement  or  summary  showing,  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  only,  the  number  of  establishments,  persons 
engaged,  horsepower,  capital,  salaries  and  wages,  cost  of  materials, 
value  of  products,  and  value  added  by  manufacture.  Comparative 
figures  for  1909  and  percentages  of  increase  are^ven.  Statistics  for 
steam  laundries  and  for  establishments  operatedby  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment are  shown  separately. 

Antomobiles  in  the  Canal  Zone. 

On  June  12,  1915,  there  were  190  automobiles  and  85  motorcycles 
licensed  in  the  Canal  Zone.  Nine  of  the  motorcycle  licenses,  says 
the  Panama  Canal  Record,  were  held  by  residente  of  Panama  and 
Colon  and  the  remaining  76  were  issued  to  residents  of  the  Canal 
Zone.  Of  the  automobiles  licensed,  62  were  owned  by  residents  of 
tiie  zone  and  128  by  residents  .of  Panama  or  Colon. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOS  GOYEBNUENT  SIJPFIIES  ASH  CONSTBTTCTION. 

[CorrespoBdence  shoald  be  direct  with  the  oBlces  named,  and  gpeclficatloiii  can  asaally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  l>e  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbey  should  ask  to  t>e  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  ot  a  similar  nature.] 

Oonatruction  work.  No.  24S1. — Sealed  proposals,  Indorsed  "  Proposals  fqr  Officers' 
Quarters,"  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Depart- 
ment, until  August  21,  1915,  for  four  one-story  officers'  quarters  of  wooden 
construction  at  the  naval  station.  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii.  Plans  and  speci- 
fications may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  to  the  commandant 
of  the  naval  station  named. 

Roofing  slate.  No.  2482. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  Super- 
intendent of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July 
23,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States  Penitentiary, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  roofing  slate  for  the  bath,  laundry,  and  tailor-shop  building  In 
accordance  with  specifications,  copies  of  wUch,  together  with  further  infor- 
mation, may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  above  office. 

Buhsi«tence  »tore».  No.  2483. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  depot  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  or  the 
oBkx  of  the  depot  quartermaster.  United  States  Army,  Omatia,  Nebr.,  until 
July  6, 1915,  for  27,000  pounds  of  lard,  serial  No.  96. 

Point,  No.  24S4. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Supervising  Archi- 
tect's Offi.;e,  Treasury  Building,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  23,  1915,  for 
painting  the  plastered  walls  and  ceilings  in  the  United  States  post  office  at 
Denver,  Colo.  Copies  of  the  specifications  may  be  obtained  at  the  above 
office,  and  drawings  of  the  building  may  be  seen  at  the  office  of  the  archi- 
tects, Messrs.  Tracy,  Swartwout  &  Litchfield,  244  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York 
City ;  the  Bnildei^'  Exchange,  Chicago,  III. ;  snperintendent's  office,  Denver, 
Colo.;  office  of  the  supervising  sui)erintendent,  J.  W.  Boberts,  403  post 
olBce  and  courthouse,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  at  the  Supervi^g  Archi- 
tect's Office. 

yavif  Department  supplies.  No.  2485. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recrfved  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  Ci 
until  July  20,  1913,  for  the  following  material.  I^idders  interested  therein 
should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accouhts,  giving 
the  schedule  numbers  desired :  Schedule  8531,  steel  door  frames,  dogs,  god 
handles  :md  nuts;  schedule  8532,  3S-lnch  searchlights;  schedule '8533,  khaki 
cotton  duck  leggings;  Echedule  8534,  signal  warning  system,  etc.;  schedule 
8535,  railroad  box  cars,  files,  chestnut  railroad  ties;  schedule  8536,  rolled 
naval  bar  brass,  2-lnch  white  cedar,  mahognny,  Mexican  and  African  firsts, 
maple,  hickory,  ond  yellow  popiar,  white-pine  uppers,  long-leaf  yellow  pine, 
and  2-inch  silver  spruce;  cchedule  8537,  rolled  naval  bar  brass,  commercial 
sheet  brass,  rolled  naval  brass  sheets,  hard-drawn  bur  copper,  hard  and 
soft  plain  sheet  copper,  seamless-drawn  brass  pipe,  seamless-drawn  copper 
pipe,  brass  tubing.  Admiralty  mixture;  schedule  8543,  ribbed  steel  floor 
plates,  medium  steel  "I"  beams,  and  medium  steel  plates;  schedule  8514, 
comt>ressed  sheet  cork,  tarred  sheathing  felt  32  by  40  inches,  Spanish  cane 
ship  fenders,  leader  air  hose,  A  Inch;  white-nsh  oai-s,  sailmakers'  seaming 
palms,  3-foot  ranges  for  torpiedo  vessels  and  gimboats,  ship  section  ranges. 
Navy  standard  3i  feet,  all  porcelain  urinals,  fiat  back,  individual  lip,  and 
round  medium  copper  bar;  schedule  8545,  crucibles  without  cwvers,  sperm 
oil,  heavy  molding  sand,  "  D "  handle  scoop  shovels,  square-end  scoop 
shovels,  and  composition  pipe  fittings ;  and  schedule  8546,  4-gallon  cast-steel 
oval  boilers  and  silver-plated  ware  for  officers'  messes.  Bids  will  be  re- 
ceived until  July  27,  1015,  for  schedule  SaSS,  steel  platoa.  steel  shapes,  and 
sheet  steel;  schedule  8547.  <rborcoal,  covering  an  annual  supply  for  delivery 
at  the  navy  yard.  Mare  Island,  Cal.;  composition  sheathing  nails,  dry  Ve- 
netian red,  and  pine  tar.  Bids  for  schedule  8530,  tinned  peas,  will  be  re- 
ceived nntil  August  3,  1915.  On  August  10,  1915,  bids  will  be  opened  for 
schedule  8539,  refrigerating  plant ;  schedule  8540,  main  feed  fire  and  bilge 
pnmpg,  etc,  and  auxiliary  condenser;  schedule  8541,  furnishing  and  iu- 
(talllng  sand-blast  outfits.  Bids  will  b&  received  until  August  24,  1016,  for 
lange  finders,  acbedale  8542. 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OFPOBTUNITIES. 

fieserrpd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  branch  ofllces.  Request 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flie  naniber  given.    , 

Soles,  No.  17399. — A  Ann  In  England  writes  an  American  consular  offlcer  that  It 
desires  to  hear  from  American  manufacturers  who  are  In  a  position  to  sup- 
ply clog  soles  for  the  line  of  clogs  commonly  known  as  the  "  Baltic  Clogs." 

Iron  pf/rolignitc,  No.  17400. — A  company  In  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular 
offlcer  that  it  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American  exporters 
of  iron  pyrolignlte  (iron  or  black  liquor)  for  the  dyeing  of  yams.  It  is 
stated  that  the  firm  desires  to  purchase  in  large  quantities.  Reference  Is 
given.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Speltsr,  No.  17401. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  India  transmits  the  name 
of  a  firm  In  his  district  wlilch  desires  to  purchase  spelter.  Prices  should 
be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination.    CorresiK>ndence  may  be  in  English. 

Scientific  instrumenf»,  etc..  No.  17402. — A  business  man  In  Russia  writes  an 
American,  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  scientific  instruments,  technical  appliances, 
etc.    He  stotes  that  he  can  furnish  first-class  reference. 

Bromide  salt,  No.  17403. — A  firm  In  England  Informs  an  American  consular 
offlcer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  bromide  salt,  analysis  40  per  cent  sodium  bromate  and  58  per 
cent  sodium  bromide.  It  is  desired  to  ship  this  commodity  to  western 
Australia. 

Springs  for  vchicJes,  No.  17404. — An  American  consular  offlcer  In  Chile  transmits 
a  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  springs  for  vehicles.  He 
states  that  a  decree  bos  been  issued  directing  that  all  vehicles  be  provided 
with  springs  on  or  before  August  1,  1915.  He  also  supplies  the  names  and 
addresses  of  a  number  of  importers  who  will  doubtless  be  Interested  In  these 
springs. 

Boats,  No.  17405. — ^A  corporation  In  England  Informs  on  American  consular 
offlcer  that  it  Is  desirous  of  obtaining  quotations  from  American  manufac- 
turers of  steel  river  beats  about  36  feet  long. 

Stationery  and  offlce  supplies.  No.  17406. — An  American  consular  offlcer  in  Rus- 
sia reports  that  a  firm-  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  samples, 
prices,  etc.,  relative  to  stationery  and  offlce  supplies  of  all  kinds.  If  possi- 
ble prices  should  be  quoted  In  rubles  and  should  be  made  c  I.  f.  destination. 
Corre^iondence  should  be  In  Russian. 

Straw  for  covering  bottles.  No.  17407. — A  business  man  In  Italy  writes  nn  Ameri- 
can consular  offlcer  that  he  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of 
American  dealers  and  exporters  of  raw  straw  for  covering  bottles,  flasks, 
ets.  Samples  of  the  straw  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oflJces.  C.  1.  f.  quotations  should  be  sub- 
mitted for  large  quantltlea.  Reference  Is  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English. 

Superphosphates,  No.  17408. — ^An  American  consular  offlcer  in  South  Africa 
requests  that  cable  quotations  be  submitted  on  2,000  tons  of  superphos- 
phates. A  copy  of  his  telegram  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Starches,  etc..  No.  17409. — A  business  man  In  Denmark  writes  a  firm  In  the 
United  States  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  maize  grits  and  flakes  for  brewing  purposes,  maize  starch  for 
glucose  manufacture,  and  rice  starch  for  use  In  laundries.  He  desires  to 
receive  samples  and  prices  c.  1.  f.  destination,  If  possible.  Including  3  per 
cent  commission.    References  are  given. 
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ALASKAN  BAHEOAO  TOWN-SITE  BEGULATIOHS. 

An  Executive  order  has  been  issued,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Congres-s,  approved  March  1'2,  1914,  authorizing  the  President  to 
locate,  construct,  and  operate  railroads  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  in 
which  the  President  establishes  regulations  for  the  withdrawal,  loca- 
tion, and  disposition  of  town  sites.  These  regulations  relate  to  sur- 
veys, reservations  for  public  purposes,  sales  of  lots  at  public  auction, 
the  manner  in  which  bids  may  be  received,  terms  of  sale,  and  condi- 
tions under  w^hich  forfeiture  may  take  place. 


OOVEBUHEHT  LOANS  TO  CHILEAN  NITBATE  PB0DTTCEB8. 

[El  Mercnrio,  Santiago,  Hay  10;  transmitted  by  Commercial  .\ttacb«  Vemc  L.  Havens.] 

In  the  late  months  of  1914  it  was  found  that  the  Chilean  nitrate 
producers  could  not  continue  exploiting  their  properties  without 
Government  aid,  because  of  the  sudden  cutting  off  of  demand.  On 
April  30,  il>15,  the  various  nitrate  producers  owed  to  the  Government 
of  Chile  $3,120,000  (converted  from  Chilean  paper  pesos  at  the  rate  of 
$0.16 ) .  Additional  loans  to  producers  from  May  1  to  May  15  amounted 
to  $236,000.  The  debt  of  producers  to  the  (xovernment  was  therefore 
$3,356,000,  of  which  $476,000  was  repaid  by  the  producers  to  the 
Government  from  May  1  to  May  15.  The  actual  (febt  of  producers 
to  the  Government  on  May  15  was  $2,880,000,  of  which  $1,720,000 
was  in  National  Treasury  Certificates,  and  $1,160,000  was  in  drafts 
discounted  by  banks.  The  interest  collected  by  the  Government  on 
the  operations  concluded  up  to  May  15  amounted  to  $63,000. 


One  hundred  dollars  a  ton  for  a  proposed  ves.sel  was  recently  asked 
by  a  Japanese  shipbuilding  yard,  and  Consul  (ieneral  Scidmore.  of 
Yokohama,  reports  that  the  surprised  customer  withdrew  his  order. 
The  cost  before  the  war  was  $60  to  $77. 
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INCOMES  OF  THE  SWEDISH  PEOPLE. 

[Consul  Emil  S.iuor.  Gotoborg,  June  0.] 

From  the  latest  revisions  of  the  tax  assessments  made  in  1913  for 
incomes  in  1912  it  is  learned  that  some  750,000  persons  in  Sweden 
had  an  income  in  that  year  of  $'214  or  more.  (The  population  of 
Sweden  in  1913  was  5,638,500.)     In  round  figures  the  incomes  were: 


Income. 

Number 

of 
persons. 

Income. 

Nnir.tcr    | 

of        ;            Income. 
petson.s.    , 

1 

Number 

of 
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;l 

13,000    ,  USISIoSJO-.t) 

13,  CM      84.047  to  $.5,360 

12,0(0  1    f  •...•)<7  to  SS  040 

;»)  1    S.--.IJS7  to  $13.400 

9,000  i   $13,427  10  $21 ,440 

S.OOO  ,  Over$21,440 

3,000 

jsesiosm". 

»32i  10 -S.l.o 

t402lof4o8 

l.W.OOO 
130,  noo 

70,000 

?y<c' to  SI ,'.('.-) 

.«i.inio$i.-.ni 

Sl.OlH 

2,  £00 
2.100 
1,£00 

J4S2IO.V).'V) 

S.'),  000  !   $1  Ci')  to  $i.M« 

30,000  >   »217lto»2(iM) 

18,000   1  «2.707  to  J3.2W 

655 

fo63  to  ftuO 

698 

1097  lOtSOl 

3,000  ; 

From  this  it  appears  that  there  are  in  Sweden  half  a  million  per- 
sons who  have  each  a  yearly  income  of  at  least  $208.  Of  these,  S.IO,- 
000  persons  have  an  income  of  $32-2  or  more,  150,000  of  them  reach 
the  figfure  of  $482  or  more,  06,000  of  them  receive  more  than  $804, 
and  '28,000  have  incomes  of  $1,603  or  more.  Only  13,500  persons 
have  incomes  exceeding  $2,680,  5,000  above  $5,360,  and  700  yearly 
incomes  of  more  than  $21,440. 


CONCESSION  FOB  VEaETABIE-OII  REFINEBT. 

[By  vice  Consul  Lynn  W.  Franklin,  San  Salrador,  June  3.) 

The  concession  granted  by  the  Salvadorean  Government  to  Fed- 
erico  Garcia  Prieto  &  Co.  for  the  manufacture  and  refining  of  oils 
from  seeds  in  that  Eepublic  carries  with  it  the  right  of  free  entry  of 
machinery,  acce&sories,  and  articles  used  in  manufacture,  exemption 
of  the  manufactory  and  its  products  from  fiscal  or  municipal  taxes, 
and  the  right  to  export  the  products  of  the  industry  or  seeds  to  make 
oil  without  the  payment  of  duties  or  fiscal  taxes. 

[A  clipping  from  the  Diario  Oficial,  with  a  translation  into  Eng- 
lish, giving  the  full  text  of  the  concession,  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


STATISTICS  OF  SUGAE  INDUSTKY  IN  PEEU. 

[By  Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  Callao,  May  28.] 

A  publication  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Foment©  (Interior)  of 
Peru,  giving  a  review  of  the  sugar  industry  of  Peru  for  1913  con- 
tains a  complete  list  of  the  sugar  plantations  of  the  Republic,  the 
quantity  of  the  various  classes  of  sugar,  rum,  and  alcohol  produced 
on  each  plantation,  the  area  under  cultivation,  the  number  of  men 
and  women  employed,  hours  of  labor,  and  wages  paid  per  day.  The 
quantities  and  values  of  sugar  exports  from  the  various  Peruvian 
ports  and  the  foreign  markets  are  given  in  detail. 

[This  publication,  which  is  in  Spanish,  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 
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THE  lOSEHCO  VLAELVTES  WATEBWOBES. 

[CodsqI  George  A.  Cbamberlain.  Lourenco  Marques,  PortugueBe  East  Africa.] 

This  report  is  prepared  because  the  plant  described  is  built  entirely 
on  an  American  system  especially  adapted  to  cope  with  turbid  river 
waters  subjected  to  great  incidental  pollution. 

The  pumping  station  of  the  Delagoa  Bay  (Lorenco  Marques) 
iWaterworks  is  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  river  Umbeluzi,  from 
which  the  supply  of  water  is  taken.  The  intake  of  the  pump  is  cov- 
ered with  screens  of  400  mesh,  to  keep  out  river  sand  and  grit.  The 
low-serviced  pump  delivers  into  a  subsidence  tank  of  175,000  gallons 
capacity,  fitted  with  baffles  to  direct  the  water  in  a  steady  flow  from 
inlet  to  outlet,  and  thence  into  a  subsidence  tank  of  60,000  gallons 
capacity,  similarly  equipped  with  baffles,  to  allow  the  heavier  matter 
to  settle  before  entering  the  filters.  On  the  inlet  pipe  to  the  large,  or 
first,  subsidence  tank  is  fitted  a  ^-inch  lead  pipe  for  treating  the  water 
with  a  coagulant. 

Biver  Crossings — Contlnnons  Pumping  Hot  Possible. 

From  the  small  subsidence  tank  the  water  gravitates  through  the 
filters — two  in  number  and  each  regulated  at  present  to  a  capacity  of 
60  cubic  meters  [15,850  gallons]  per  hour — into  the  clear-water  well 
of  a  capacity  of  250  cubic  meters  [66,040  gallons].  The  high-service 
pump  then  takes  the  filtered  water  from  the  clear-water  well  and 
delivers  it  through  a  16-inch  main  into  a  reservoir  in  Lourenco  Mar- 
ques, nearly  20  miles  distant,  and  against  a  head  of  205  feet.  The 
main  in  its  course  crosses  two  rivers,  the  Umbeluzi,  at  a  point  3  miles 
from  the  pumping  station,  and  the  Matolla  Kiver,  8  miles  from  the 
station.  Each  river  crossing  consists  of  two  branches,  one  of  which 
is  an  emergency  main.  The  main  between  the  pumping  station  and 
the  reservoir  is  equipped  with  21  air  valves  at  the  various  high  points 
and  19  blow-out  valves  at  the  low  points  for  draining  the  main  to 
facilitate  repairs. 

The  pumping  capacity  of  the  plant  is  750,000  gallons  per  24 
hours — about  two  and  one-half  times  the  requirements  of  Lourenco 
Marques  at  present,  the  daily  consumption  now  approximating  320,- 
000  gallons.  The  pumps  work  from  6.30  a.  m.  to  12  noon  and  from 
2.30  to  6.30  p.  m.,  fires  being  banked  twice  in  the  24  hours.  The 
reservoir  in  town  is  of  only  120,000  gallons  capacity  and  does  not 
allow  for  pumping  right  through  the  day,  consequently  the  coal  con- 
sumption IS  higher  than  it  would  be  if  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir 
permitted  continuous  pumping.  The  coal  consumption  averages  2.1 
pounds  for  each  cubic  meter  [264.17  gallons]  of  water  pumped. 

Two  Complete  Sets  of  Pumps  and  Boilers. 

There  are  two  complete  batteries  of  pumps  and  boilers,  one  set 
being  in  reserve.  The  boilers  are  Babcock  and  Wilcox,  120  horse- 
power, with  single  drums,  fitted  with  superheaters  and  Webster's 
ieed-water  heater.  The  engines  are  horizontal  high  and  low  duty, 
duplex,  direct-acting  Worthington  pumping  engines.  The  steam  ends 
consist  of  two  9-inch  high-pressure  cylinders,  two  14-inch  inter- 
mediate-pressure cylinders,  and  two  22-inch  low-pressure  cylinders, 
all  of  18-inch  stroke. 

The  cylinders  are  jacketed  with  steam  at  a  boiler  pressure  of  130 
pounds.    The  jackets  are  cast  on  the  cylinders  and  the  steam  valves 
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ire  of  the  Corliss  type.    The  estimated  indicated  horsepower  of  each 
duplex  engine  is  75. 

The  exhaust  steam,  on  leaving  the  low-pressure  cylinder  passes 
through  a  Webster  oil  separator  and  thence  to  an  auxiliary  feed- 
water  heat€r  of  a  tubular  type,  and  then  through  the  condenser  and 
flir  pumps  to  the  feed-water  tank  in  the  boiler  house.  A  good  ar- 
rangement for  utilizing  the  jacket  steam  is  in  practice  here.  As  the 
steam  passes  from  the  jackets  it  is  used  to  drive  the  feed  pumps,  which 
are  of  the  Worthington  boiler  pressure  type. 

High  and  low  Berrlce  Pumps. 

The  air  pumps  are  placed  between  the  high  and  low  service  pumps 
and  are  driven  by  the  same  rod,  which  is  a  continuation  of  the  engine 
piston  rod  from  the  crosshead  of  engine.  The  condenser  is  placed 
immediately  above  the  high-service  pump.  The  engine  is  fitted  with 
an  automatic  vacuum-breaking  apparatus,  arranged  so  that  when  the 
Ijressure  in  the  main  falls  below  or  r'ses  above  the  limit  it  immedi- 
ately comes  into  action  and  opens  a  valve  on  the  exhaust  pipe  to  the 
atmosphere,  which  destroys  the  vacuum  and  stops  the  engine. 

The  high-service  pump  consists  of  two  sets  of  double-acting  plun- 
gers 8i  inches  in  diameter,  working  on  what  is  known  as  the  Worth- 
ington cycle,  which  means  that  one  set  of  pumps  is  always  deliver- 
ing into  the  main,  resulting  in  a  uniform  delivery  free  from  shock. 
There  is  a  steel  air  vessel  on  the  delivery  and  a  cast-iron  air  vessel 
on  the  suction.  The  suction  and  delivery  valve  seatings  are  of  gun 
metal,  and  the  valves  themselves  are  of  manganese  bronze. 

The  low-service  pumps,  whose  capacity  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
high-service  pumps,  have  also  two  sets  of  double-acting  plungers  8^ 
inches  in  diameter,  fitted  with  air  vessels  on  suction  and  delivery. 
They  have  gun-metal  seatings  and  vulcanite  valves. 

Description  of  the  Filters. 

The  two  filters  are  circular  and  of  the  Jewell  gravity  type.  Each 
has  a  filter  bed  3  feet  6  inches  deep  and  15  feet  in.  diameter.  The 
exterior  and  interior  tanks  are  built  of  riveted  steel  plates.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  inside  tank  of  each  filter  is  a  collecting  sj'stem  for 
taking  away  the  filtered  water  upon  which  rests  a  thin  layer  of  gravel 
which  supports  the  filter  bed  of  sand. 

The  collecting  system  consists  of  a  cast-iron  manifold  laid  dia- 
metrically across  the  bottom  of  the  inside  tank,  one  end  of  which  is 
capped  and  the  other  end  connected  to  the  outlet  pipe  leading  to  the 
automatic  controller.  Branch  pipes  of  wrought  iron  are  screwed  into 
the  manifold  at  equal  distances  apart  and  extend  to  the  side  of  the 
tank  all  aroimd.  Eight  hundred  collecting  strainers  of  brass  are 
screwed  into  the  wrought-iron  pipes  and  top  of  the  manifold.  Port- 
land cement  concrete  is  filled  in  around  the  pipes  and  manifold  and 
brought  up  level  to  the  bottom  of  the  strainers. 

For  washing  the  filters  there  is  an  agitator  made  of  four  rakes  drag- 
ging iron  chains  for  stirring  up  the  filter  bed,  the  agitator  being  sup- 
ported by  steel  beams  on  the  top  of  the  filter.  Power  for  driving  the 
agitators  is  transmitted  from  shafting  fastened  to  the  wall  of  the 
filter  house  and  is  driven  by  a  Marshall  vertical  steam  engine  of  8 
horsepower. 
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Each  filter  has  a  capacity  of  317,000  gallons  per  24  hours,  the  rate 
of  filtration  being  about  100,000,000  gallons  per  acre  per  24  hours, 
which  is  forty  to  fifty  times  more  than  can  be  done  by  slow  sand 
filters  of  equal  area. 

Filters  Quickly  Cleaned. 

The  arrangement  of  the  auxiliary  pipes  for  working  and  washing 
the  filters  is  such  as  to  require  very  little  space  in  front  of  the  filters, 
and  all  the  valves  are  worked  from  an  operating  floor  above  by  means 
of  extension  rods  and  wheel  stands.  At  one  end  of  the  operating 
floor  is  a  platform  that  carries  the  coagulator,  which  consists  of  a 
gravity  box  and  other  devices  for  regulating  the  amount  of  sulphate 
of  alumina  to  be  used.  This  box  is  supplied  with  the  coagulant  by 
gravitation  from  two  wooden  tanks  placed  on  a  platform  above. 

To  wash  the  filters  the  flow  of  water  from  the  subsidence  tanks  is 
stopped  and  filtered  water  is  pumped  by  the  main  engines  from  the 
clear-wat«r  well,  reversing  the  flow  of  water  through  the  strainer 
system  and  sand  bed  and  wholly  removing  the  deposited  film  and 
accumulated  dirt  throughout  the  entire  depth  of  the  filter  bed.  The 
filter  bed  can  be  considered  sufliciently  washed  when  the  overflow 
into  the  annular  space  of  the  outside  tanlc,  which  is  very  dirty  at 
the  beginning  of  the  operation,  has  become  nearly  clear.  The  whole 
operation  does  not  take  more  than  8  to  10  minutes.  Immediately 
after  cleaning  the  effluent  is  naturally  turbid,  and  for  10  to  12  minutes 
is  allowed  to  run  to  waste  until  the  water  becomes  perfectly  clear 
again. 

A  gauge  fitted  to  the  filters  and  operated  by  a  float  shows  when 
the  filters  are  to  be  washed. 
Sulphate  of  Alnmina  Used  as  Coagulant. 

The  substance  employed  for  the  coagulation  of  the  inflowing  water 
is  sulphate  of  alumina,  a  weak  solution  of  this  salt  being  added  auto- 
matically as  the  water  enters  the  subsidence  tanks.  The  sulphate  of 
alumina  reacts  with  the  calcium  bicarbonate  present  in  the  water,  and 
gelatinous,  insoluble  hydrate  of  alumina  is  precipitated.  As  it  is 
formed  it  incloses  the  organic  and  inorganic  substances  suspended  in 
the  water.  The  coagulated  flakes  gradually  fall  to  the  bottom  of 
the  subsidence  tanks.  Such  of  the  finer  flakes  as  enter  the  filter  are 
retained  by  the  filter  bed  and  form  a  filtering  medium  on  the  surface 
of  the  sand.  The  carbonic  acid  rendered  free  by  this  process  escapes 
and  is  largely  dissolved  in  the  water. 

The  only  chemical  change  to  be  found  in  the  filtered  water  is  a 
slight  increase  in  the  permanent  hardness.  The  coagulation  with 
sulphate  of  alumina  does  not  add  any  injurious  substances  to  the 
water.  The  time  allowed  for  coagulation  and  subsidence  is  about 
9J  hours. 

The  filters  have  the  following  advantages:  They  possess  excep- 
tionsd  ability  to  treat  very  turbid  water  and  completely  remove  color 
and  bacteria.  They  occupy  a  very  small  area  and  can  be  protected 
from  weather.  They  are  rapidly  and  easily  cleaned  and  reduce  the 
subsidence-reservoir  capacity  to  a  minimum. 


An  International  Congress  of  Viticulture  will  be  held  in  San  Fran- 
dsco  July  12-16. 
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STATISTICS  OP  THE  WOEID'S  COTTOH  SUPPLY. 

Instructions  which  have  been  sent  to  American  consular  officers  this 
year  calling  for  moie  systematic  leports  on  the  cotton  industry  and 
l^rodnciion  will  make  available  for  the  use  of  American  cotton  inter- 
ests, it  is  e.\i;cotcd,  a  wider  raiijro  of  facts  regarding  the  supply  of 
this  staple  abroad  than  has  been  possible  in  previous  years.  The  for- 
eign reports,  covering  both  crnsumption  and  production,  are  ordered 
to  be  sent,  respectively,  by  telegraph  and  mail.  Monthly  telegraphic 
statements  from  certain  caimtries  are  intended  to  provide  accurate 
information  as  to  the  number  of  cotton  spindles  in  operation,  the  mill 
consumi>tion  of  cotton  during  the  month  renewed,  cotton  on  hand 
in  500-pound  bales,  and  cotton  goods  on  hand,  the  statistics  covering 
both  the  current  and  the  preceding  year. 

The  reports  on  cottrn  producti<  n  have  been  required  by  mail  from 
the  consular  representatives  at  Alexandria,  Egvpt;  Bombay.  India; 
Callao,  Peru;  AIoscow,  Russia;  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil;  and  Shanghai, 
China.  Only  one  crop  report  has  been  aslved  for  fiom  each  of  these 
six  cities,  unless  later  developments  in  the  crop  situation  should  neces- 
sitate suppleuientary  statements.  The  figures  in  each  case  are  ex- 
pected to  cover  acreage  planted  for  1015  in  the  country  under  review, 
estimated  yield,  and  the  yield  for  the  preceding  year. 

In  this  coimtry  no  other  crop  is  being  handled  by  the  Government, 
from  the  statistical  standpoint,  in  so  exhaustive  a  maner  as  cotton, 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  increasingly  elaborate  statistics  col- 
lected by  tlie  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
All  of  the  nearly  9O0  counties  in  the  United  States  in  which  ginning 
is  conducted  have  been  canvassed  regularly  by  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  person,  and  within  the  past  few  years  the  service  of  the 
bureau  in  disseminating  the  information  ol)tained  has  been  steadily 
extended.  The  bureau  has  40,000  names  on  its  mailing  li.st  in  sending 
out  this  information,  and  the  knowledge  afforded  as  to  the  amounts 
of  cotton  ginned  and  the  quantities  consumed  and  held  in  cotton- 
consuming  establishments  and  in  public  storage  places  aids  the  pro- 
ducer in  disposing  of  his  cotton  and  in  planning  for  the  succeeding 
crop  as  well  as  the  manufacturer  in  planning  for  his  purchases  of 
supplies. 

Few  countries  have  provided  adequate  systems  of  determining  the 
production  and  consumption  of  this  textile  material.  The  foreign 
data  used,  therefore,  have  been  from  miscellaneous  sources  and  ob- 
tained by  correspondence.  Consular  reports  have  contained  a  por- 
tion of  the  information.  In  the  future  the  uncertainty  that  has 
existed  in  some  respects  in  the  past  will  be  minimized. 

The  Governments  of  India,  Egypt,  and  Russia  compile  and  pub- 
lish estimates  of  acreage  and  production  from  time  to  time  during 
the  season,  and  it  is  said  that  the  Indian  Government  proposes  to 
establish  a  system  of  enumerating  the  bales  at  the  presses.  There 
has  been  a  growing  demand  for  the  collection  in  other  important 
cotton-producing  and  cotton-consuming  countries  of  information  re- 
garding the  staple  similar  to  that  compiled  for  the  United  States. 
Its  value  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  crop  in  this  country  is  consumed  in  foreign  countries. 

In  the  gathering  of  statistics  for  the  United  States  there  has  been 
a  rapid  development  imder  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Figures  for  the  production  of  cotton,  as  determined  by  mail  returns 
collected  from  the  individual  ginneries  for  the  crops  of  1899,  1900, 
and  1901,  were  considered  so  satisfactory  that  in  1902  permanent 
provision  was  made  for  collecting  these  statistics.  Congress  pro- 
vided for  the  employment  of  local  agents  whose  duty  it  was  to  can- 
vass the  ginneries  by  personal  visits. 

Instead  of  one  report,  as  in  previous  years,  three  were  received  on 
the  crop  of  1902.  The  following  year  and  in  1904  the  number  was 
increased  to  6,  and  since  that  period  there  have  been  10  at  specified 
dates  during  the  year.  These  are  practically  semimonthly  during 
the  several  months  to  be  considered,  and  each  is  published  a  week 
from  the  time  to  which  the  figures  relate.  The  Government  also 
provides  for  the  collection  of  other  facts  connected  with  this  industry. 

Instructions  issued  by  the  bureau  call  upon  each  agent  to  make 
personal  visits  to  the  establishments  and,  if  practicable,  confer  with 
the  owners  or  managers  and  make  sure  that  every  ginnery,  both 
public  and  private,  every  concern  -which  uses  cotton  or  linters,  and 
every  place  where  cotton  is  stored  for  the  public  is  reported  and 
that  the  quantities  returned  represent  the  full  operations  for  the 
period  covered. 

Each  canvassing  agent  is  given  one  week  in  which  to  visit  the 
ginneries  and  secure  the  reports  for  his  district.  On  the  last  day  of 
the  week's  period  the  agent  telegraphs  to  the  Bureau  at  Washington 
his  summary  of  the  number  of  bales  ginned.  On  the  following 
morning  these  summaries  are  added  and  the  results  given  to  the 
public  at  10  o'clock. 

At  the  time  of  telegraphing  the  agents  are  required  to  mail  the 
individual  returns  of  the  ginneries  which  they  have  collected  and 
used  in  preparing  their  summaries.  This  affords  a  valuable  check 
on  the  statistics  of  the  report,  as  the  returns  are  examined  and  added 
in  the  bureau  and  necessary  revisions  made  in  the  figures  in  the 
published  preliminary  reports.  The  law  provides  that  the  statistics 
shall  show  the  quantity  gmned  from  each  crop  prior  to  September  1, 
September  25,  October  18,  November  1,  November  14,  December  1, 
December  13,  January  1,  January  16,  and  March  1. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  is  also  required  to  collect  and  publish 
monthly  reports  of  the  quantity  of  raw  cotton  consumed  in  manu- 
facturing establishments  of  every  character,  the  quantity  of  baled 
cotton  on  hand  in  such  establishments  and  in  public  storage  places, 
the  number  of  active  consuming  cotton  spindles,  and  the  quantity  of 
cotton  imported  and  exported,  with  the  countries  of  origin  and  des- 
tination. These  are  issued  about  the  14th  of  the  succeeding  month. 
Three  reports  of  cotton  seed  crushed  and  linters  obtained  to  specified 
dates  are  also  collected. 

The  desire  to  supplement  this  elaborate  machinery  with  more  de- 
tailed reports  from  abroad  is  based  upon  the  fact  that,  next  to  corn, 
cotton  is  the  most  valuable  crop  grown  in  the  United  States,  and 
that  in  its  unmanufactured  condition  it  is,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, the  largest  single  item  of  export.  With  statistics  of  the 
most  valuable  sort  covering  the  entire  cotton  world,  the  industry 
will  be  aflforded  a  most  scientific  basis,  commensurate  with  the  largo 
interests  involved. 
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CONSTBUCTIOH  WOBE  ABBOAS. 

ABaEHTHTA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Hale,  Bueoos  Aires,  May  12.] 
Kallway  ImproTements  and  Constmctton. 

The  London  directorate  of  the  Buenos  Aires  Western  Railway  has 
been  able  to  float  a  loan  that  has  for  its  purpose  certain  improve- 
ments on  their  line.  Approval  is  given  to  the  plan  of  electrifying  the 
suburban  lines  and  contmuing  the  construction  of  the  underground 
timnel  that  is  to  connect  the  station  at  11  de  Setiembre  witlx  the  port 
of  Buenos  Aires. 

The  proposed  railway  from  Bosario  to  Rufino  will  pass  through 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  populous  areas  of  the  Provmce  of  Santa 
Fe  and  is  intended  to  place  this  area  in  direct  contact  with  the  port 
of  Rosario  on  the  Parana  River,  next  to  Buenos  Aires  the  most  im- 
portant port  of  the  Republic.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  line  is 
$20,000 'gold  per  kilometer  ($32,200  per  mile),  or  $6,000,000  gold 
complete,  including  track,  rolling  stock,  stations,  etc.  In  Rufino  this 
railway  connects  with  the  Ferrocarril  del  Pacifico  of  the  same  gauge, 
and  will,  under  the  law,  enjoy  privileges  of  intercommunication,  so 
that  much  of  the  western  part  of  the  Republic  is  placed  in  touch  with 
the  new  line.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  proposed  railway,  being  built 
altogether  within  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe,  is  not  subject  to  inter- 
state regulations.  National  law  5315  permits  the  free  introduction 
of  all  materials  for  this  railwajr  until  the  year  1947.  In  addition, 
branches  may  be  developed  within  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  suggest.  This  railway  traverses  land  already  under 
cultivation,  for  the  products  of  which  the  farmers  are  desirous  of 
an  outlet.  Moreover,  within  a  relatively  short  distance  of  the  line 
there  are  large  areas  little  populated  and  cultivated,  which  could  be 
purchased  at  a  moderate  price,  with  the  prospect  of  increased  value 
as  the  line  is  extended.  Practical  steps  had  been  taken  to  develop 
and  construct  this  railway  up  to  the  time  of  the  European  war,  but 
that  crisis  compelled  the  withdrawal  of  capital,  and  consequently 
the  enterprise  is  now  upon  the  market.  The  concession  will,  how- 
ever, be  extended. 

Kew  Bailway  in  Santa  Fe  Province. . 

The  maximum  cost  of  construction  of  the  proposed  narrow-gauge 
railway  in  Santa  Fe  Province,  from  Reconquista  to  Hortin  Tostado, 
is  estimated  at  $15,000  gold  per  kilometer  ($24,000  per  mile),  or 
$3,000,000  gold  altogether,  including  construction,  rolling  stock,  sta- 
tions, etc.  Communication  is  to  be  made  at  Hortin  Tostado,  in  con- 
nection with  the  North  Central  Railway  (Ferrocarril  Central  Norte), 
a  Government  line,  to  the  frontier  of  Bolivia,  passing  through  the 
Provinces  of  Santiago  del  Estero,  Tucuman,  Salta,  and  Jujuy.  Na- 
tional law  2873  gives  authority  to  make  connections  with  nil  railways 
of  the  same  gauge  along  the  route,  although  the  projected  line  will  not 
lose  its  character  of  being  altogether  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Province  of  Santa  Fe.  According  to  national  law  5315,  all  material 
for  the  construction  of  the  line  can  be  introduced  free  from  customs 
duties  until  the  year  1947.  Branch  lines  may  be  constructed  as  con- 
ditions may  indicate.  This  railway  will  pass  tlirough  large  que- 
bracho forests,  from  which  this  valuable  wood  can  be  carried  more 
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economically  than  hitherto  to  general  markets.  It  will  also  touch 
certain  areas  of  the  Provinces  of  Jujuy,  Salta,  Tucuman,  and  San- 
tiago del  Estcro,  which  at  present  are  .cut  off  from  communication 
•with  the  main  centers  of  consumption.  It  is  possible  that  at  the 
port  of  Reconquista  (on  the  Parana  Eiver),  a  frigorifico  (refrigerat- 
ing plant)  could  be  constructed,  to  take  care  of  the  local  supply  of 
cattle,  especially  from  the  Province  of  Corrientes. 
Water-Supply  Extensions — Public  Market. 

A  company  already  operating  has  agreements  with  several  small 
municipalities  in  tho  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  for  supplying  them 
with  electric  light  and  power.  These  plants  are  in  active  operation 
and  yield  a  favorable  return  on  the  money  invested.  This  same  com- 
pany has  extended  its  operation  to  include  the  supply  of  water  to 
these  or  similar  municipalities.  Several  concessions  have  already 
been  granted,  which  are  practically  guaranteed,  under  the  require- 
ment by  the  municipality  that  property  owners  must  take  and  pay 
for  water  delivered  to  them  through  the  mains  of  this  company. 
The  amount  of  money  returned  in  water  taxes  to  the  company  is 
more  than  enough  to  pay  all  expenses  and  a  proper  interest  on  the 
investment.  This  business  can  be  extended  from  municipality  to 
municipality  as  the  operation  in  one  place  proves  a  success.  When 
these  contracts  are  let  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  selling  con- 
struction material. 

The  municipality  of  Aveilaneda  lies  across  the  Riachuelo  from  the 
city  of  Buenos  Aires,  and  is  practically  a  continuation  of  that  city, 
the  boundary  line  being  only  a  technical  distinction  between  the  two. 
There  seems  to  be  great  need  for  a  market  in  this  locality,  and  a 
concession  has  been  granted  for  20  years,  renewable  under  certain 
conditions,  for  such  a  modern  institution.  Aveilaneda  has  160,000 
inhabitants,  and  there  are  contiguous  to  the  proposed  location  of  the 
market  60,000  inhabitants  in  Buenos  Aires  itself.  Plans  have  been 
worked  out  for  the  construction  of  this  market.  At  present  it  can  be 
built  at  a  cost  estimated  at  25  to  30  per  cent  less  than  would  have 
been  possible  a  year  ago,  owing  to  the  tall  in  the  price  of  material  and 
land.  The  projectors  claim  that  with  almost  a  certainty  a  high  re- 
tiim  would  be  given  on  the  money  invested. 

ARGENTDTA. 
[Consul  WiUlam  DawsoD,  jr.,  Bosarlo,  May  28.] 
A  JUtAglng  Contract. 

A  decree  published  in  the  Boletin  Oficial  of  May  24,  1915,  ap- 
proves the  contract  entered  into  by  the  Direccion  General  de  Obras 
Hydrdulicas  and  the  Compafiia  General  de  Obras  Piiblicas,  Calle 
Bernardo  de  Irigoyen  330,  Buenos  Aires,  for  dredging  the  water- 
ways leading  to  Victoria  situated  opposite  Rosario  in  the  Province  of 
Entre  Rios.  Victoria  is  at  present  in  communication  with  both 
Bnenos  Aires  and  Rosario  by  water  and  can  also  be  reached  by  rail 
from  both  cities  over  the  P^ntre  Rios  lines.  The  Parana  River  is  a 
uetwork  of  channels,  for  the  most  part  not  navigable,  and  Rosario 
and  Victoria  are  separated  by  a  maze  of  islands  which  make  com- 
nnmications  difficult,  especially  in  low  water.  Launches  require  from 
8  to  10  hours  to  go  from  one  city  to  the  other. 
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The  contract  made  with  the  Compaofa  General  de  Obras  Publicas 
provides  for  the  expenditure  of  approximately  $98,000  in  dredging 
the  Piaggio  Cut  between  Timbo  Blanco  and  Barrancoso  and  the  so- 
called  Parana  Viejo  which  connects  the  Parana  River  with  the  Biacho 
Careaga.  Work  is  to  be  commenced  within  30  days  from  the  approval 
of  the  contract  and  terminated  by  September  30, 1915. 

CAKASA. 

[Coneul  Charles  Forman,  MonctoD,  Canada,  June  22.] 
Hnnioipal  Bonds  for  fnbllo  Improrements. 

The  municipal  bond  issue  of  the  city  of  Moncton  for  $178^00  has 
been  taken  by  a  Montreal,  St.  John,  and  Halifax  firm  at  98.059.  It  was 
at  first  intended,  as  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  February 
24, 1915  (Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  15766),  to  issue  only  $125,- 
000  worth  of  these  bonds,  but  the  amount  was  increased  to  $178,000. 
The  city  treasurer  had  some  correspondence  with  American  bond 
houses  in  regard  to  the  issue,  but  none  of  them  submitted  a  bid. 

The  bulk  of  the  bonds  will  be  for  $1,000  each,  with  a  few  at  $500. 
They  will  bear  interest  at  5  per  cent  per  annum.  The  time  of  ma- 
turity is  not  yet  determined. 

The  purposes  to  which  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds  are  to  be  applied, 
as  stated  in  the  notice  of  application  for  legislative  authority,  are 
extensions  to  water  system,  $75,000;  city  building  and  market, 
$75,000;  extensions  to  sewer  systems,  $11,000;  permanent  sidewalks, 
$15,000;  additions  to  No.  2  fire  station,  $2,000;  total,  $178,000. 

[Consul  General  Evan  B.  Yoons,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  June  25.] 
Iicss  ^inildiag  Worlc — ^Modern  Apartment  House. 

The  value  of  the  building  work  undertaken  in  Halifax  during  the 
current  year  shows  a  decrease  of  about  $100,000  in  comparison  with 
the  total  for  the  like  period  in  1914,  when  the  figures  were  $485,638. 
Practically  all  of  the  work  undertaken  so  far  this  year  has  been  con- 
fined almost  entirely  to  residences  and  dwellings. 

Plans  for  a  modern  apartment  house  are  bemg  prepared  and  call 
issued  for  a  building  of  pressed  brick,  with  granite  trimmings,  to 
contain  21  suites  of  high-class  apartments.  The  plans,  which  will 
be  out  about  July  10,  are  being  prepared  by  Architect  Walter  J. 
Bush,  60  Bedford  Row,  Halifax. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  June  10.] 
Contract  for  Orain  Elevators  Let. 

The  Farmers'  Cooperative  Elevator  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Calgary,  has 
just  let  contracts  for  the  building  of  10  grain  elevators  in  Alberta. 
The  Christian  Community  of  Universal  Brotherhood,  of  Brilliance, 
British  Columbia,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  the  erection  or 
nine  elevators  in  the  following  towns:  Lavoy,  Vermilion,  Morrin, 
Huxley,  New  Norway,  Traverse,  Emchant,  Lomand,  and  Sedge- 
wick.    The  cost  of  each  elevator  will  average  about  $6,700. 

The  Christian  Community  of  Universal  Brotherhood  belong  to 
the  Doulthobor  sectj  that  peculiar  religious  communal  society  that 
has  prospered  in  British  Columbia.  The  Doukhobors  immigrated  to 
Canada  about  10  years  ago  from  southern  Russia. 
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Kogers  Brothers  of  Calgary  were  awarded  the  contract  for  one 
elevator  at  Alder^de. 

With  the  completion  of  these  contracts  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Co- 
operative Co.  will  have  a  total  of  88  elevators. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  June  24.] 

Siz-Story  Apartment  Houm. 

Mr.  John  King,  a  local  capitalist,  purposes  to  build  this  summer  a 
modem  6-story  apartment  house  in  this  city,  the  approximate  cost 
of  which  will  be  about  $130,000.  The  outside  construction  will  be 
of  stone  and  pressed  brick,  and  the  interior  equipment  will  consist  of 
an  electric  pa^enger  elevator,  steam  heat  from  a  central  plant,  elec- 
tric ranges  and  fireplaces  in  every  apartment. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  June  28.] 
ITew  Bank  Building — Match  Pactory. 

Material  will  be  purchased  for  work  about  to  start  on  a  3-story 
Bank  of  Commerce  building  in  Belleville,  Ontario,  by  the  Dominion 
Realty  Co.,  34  King  Street,  West  Toronto. 

A  match  factory  with  a  csipitalization  of  $125,000  is  to  be  built  by 
the  Bathbum  Match  Co.,  at  Deseronto,  Ontario. 

[Vice  Consul  U.  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  May  31.] 

8o«ke  Lake  Water  Supply  Opened  at  Victoria. 

On  May.  29  the  Sooke  water  works  were  opened  by  Victoria  officials. 
The  lake  has  a  storage  capacity  of  6,555,00D,000  imperial  gallons. 
By  utilizing  the  Leech  River  waterslied  and  constructing  a  45-foot 
dam  at  the  first  narrows,  the  storage  capacity  may  be  raised  to 
17,360,000,000  gallons.  A  42-inch  concrete  flow  line  144,040  feet  in 
length  connects  Sooke  Lake  with  Humback  reservoir,  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  city  by  a  36-inch  steel  riveted  pipe  56,677  feet  in 
length.  The  reservoir  capacity  is  136,000,000  gallons.  The  cost  of 
the  new  system  will  be  about  $2,500,0D0. 

[Dominion  GoTcrnment  Labor  Gazette,  Ottawa.] 
Qeneral  Construction  Notes. 

The  Bathurst,  New  Brunswick,  Town  Council  has  decided  to  issue 
$75,000  in  bonds  for  installing  a  water  and  sewerage  system. 

The  St.  Hyacinthe,  Quebec  Province,  Coimcil  has  voted  $38,000 
for  street  paving.  It  has  also  decided  to  finish  constructing  cement 
sidewalks. 

The  contract  for  erecting  the  new  City  Hospital,  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  has  been  awarded  to  James  Frid  Co.  at  $90,529  for  brick 
and  stone  work  and  general  construction.  [Plans  for  this  building 
were  mentioned  in  Commebce  Reports  for  Feb.  16, 1916.] 

Peterborough,  Ontario,  will  build  a  pumping  station  in  connection 
with  the  sewage  disposal  plant. 

CHILE. 

[Consul  Tbomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  May  28.] 

Xanieipal  Smprovements  at  Antofagasta. 

Shortly  before  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  city  of 
Antofagasta  succeeded  in  placing  a  loan  in  England  for  the  sum  of 
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£200,000  ($973,300).    The  law  authorizing  this  loTan  prescribed  that 
the  sum  to  be  obtained  should  be  expended  as  follows : 

(1)  £136,000  ($661,844)  in  pavement  of  streets  and  sidewalks,  tree  planting, 
and  other  accessory  works;  (2)  £30,000  ($145,995)  in  constructing  a  mod^ 
market;  (3)  £20,000  ($07,330)  lu  lengthening,  putting  in  good  order,  and  pave- 
ment of  Avenlda  Brazil  up  to  the  Club  HIpica;  (4)  £4,000  ($19,466)  In  con- 
structing buildings  for  and  Installation  of  public  mnnlclpal  services  at  Mejtl- 
lones;  (5)  £8,000  ($38,932)  in  constructing  crematory  furnaces  for  garbage, 
in  the  acquisition  of  modem  means  for  the  removal  of  garbage,  the  sweeping 
of  the  streets  and  their  watering,  and  In  construction  of  quarters  and  stables 
for  street-cleaning  poUce;  (6)  £2,000  ($9,733)  in  the  construction  of  bathing 
places,  both  Improved  and  free. 

The  expenditure  of  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  is  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  board  termed  "  La  Junta  Administrativa  del  Erapre^ito."  The 
intendente  (governor)  of  the  Province  of  Antofagasta  is  presiding 
officer  of  this  board.    Its  head  office  is  at  Antofagasta. 

status  of  Constmctioii  Work. 

At  present  the  contracts  for  paving  the  streets  have  been  let  and 
the  work  has  just  begun.  The  streets  near  the  docks  and  railroad 
station,  where  traffic  is  heaviest,  will  be  paved  with  hard  stone  blocks. 
The  next  section,  comprising  streets  in  the  retail  section  of  the  city, 
will  be  paved  with  bitulithic  concrete.  Streets  farther  away  from 
the  water  front,  and  those  where  the  grade  is  more  than  2  per  cent, 
will  be  paved  with  macadam.  The  Avenida  Brazil  will  also  be  paved 
with  macadam.  [Reserved  information  concerning  the  macadam 
j)aving  contract  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce,  Wadiington,  D.  C] 

Th6  contract  for  the  bitulithic  pavement  was  awarded  to  the  City 
Street  Improvement  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  the  asphalt  to 
be  used  wul  be  imported  from  the  United  States.  This  company  has 
its  plant  ready  for  operation.  The  contracts  for  the  other  pavement, 
as  well  as  that  for  furnishing  and  setting  the  curbing,  were  awarded 
to  local  bidders. 

The  site  for  market  building  has  been  selected,  but  no  contract  for 
this  has  been  let.  The  improvements  at  Mejillones  will  be  largely 
in  the  nature  of  buildings  to  house  local  civil  offices.  No  contracts 
have  been  placed  so  far  for  the  garbage  crematories  nor  for  the  baths. 

In  connection  with  the  laying  of  the  sidewalks  the  Junta  Adminis- 
trativa del  Emprestito  has  decided  to  construct  conduits  under  these 
sidewallcs  and  to  require  that  wires  for  telephones,  electric  light  and 
power,  etc.,  be  placed  underground.  These  conduits  will  be  built  of 
masonry  under  supervision  of  the  Junta. 

Water  Connections. 

The  Junta  has  also  decided  that  connections  from  water  mains  in 
the  streets  to  the  consumers'  installations  should  be  of  lead  pipe 
instead  of  galvanized  iron.  This  will  increase  the  consumption  of 
lead  pipe.  The  municipality  furnishes  salt  water  to  houses  for  sani- 
tary purposes  and  is  now  using  lead  pipe.  The  potable  water  is 
supplied  by  the  "  Ferrocarril  de  Antofagasta  a  Bolivia." 

In  connection  with  the  supply  of  materials  to  be  used  by  the  com- 
panies to  occupy  the  conduit  under  the  sidewalks  the  names  are  here 
fiven.    Telephones:   Empresa   de   Telefonos,   Jeronimo   Yanvitch. 
llectric  light :  Compania  de  Electricidad  de  Antofagasta. 
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Tlans  for  Electric  Street  Car  Line. 

The  concession  granted  a  long  time  ago  for  the  operation  of 
animal-drawn  tramcars  has  expired  and  the  company  has  been 
ordered  to  remove  its  tracks  from  the  streets  which  are  to  be  paved. 
This  will  leave  Antofagasta  without  a  street  railway  service.  A 
concession  authorizing  electric  street  service  has  been  granted,  and 
attention  is  called  to  the  opportunity  for  the  investment  of  capital 
in  such  an  enterprise. 

With  reference  to  the  street  railway,  some  of  the  promoters  have 
tried  to  obtain  capital  in  Europe,  but  without  success,  owing  to  the 
present  abnormal  conditions.  The  concession  already  granted  is  for 
only  10  years.  The  grantee  of  this  recently  endeavored  to  obtain  a 
period  of  15  years  additional,  but  the  extension  has  not  been  granted 
by  the  National  Congress  at  Santiago.  Should  a  concession  with 
long  enough  period  be  obtainable,  the  enterprise  should  be  attractive 
to  capital. 

DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 
[Consul  II.  C.  von  Struvc,  Curacao,  June  1.] 
Harbor  Contract  Work  for  Curacao. 

The  work  of  widening  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  in  Curasao  has 
heretofore  been  carried  on  by  the  local  government.  It  is  probable 
that  a  change  will  be  made  and  bids  for  the  completion  of  the  work 
will  be  called  for  from  contractors.  As  yet  the  consent  of  the  home 
Government  (The  Hague,  Netherlands),  which  is  necessary,  has  not 
been  granted,  but  it  has  been  applied  for  by  the  local  authorities. 

Specifications  of  the  work  to  be  done,  as  furnished  by  the  Director 
of  Public  Works  in  Curacao,  are  forwarded  [and  will  be  furnished 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
and  its  district  offices].  A  map  showing  further  details  of  the  work 
will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  obtainable,  having  been  promised  to  be 
delivered  before  the  end  of  the  week. 

Communications  in  regard  to  the  work  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Director  of  Public  Works,  Curasao,  W.  I.,  and  may  be  written  in  the 
English  language. 

[Detailed  plans  for  the  Curasao  Harbor  works  were  given  in 
Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Apr.  25,  1912,  Nov.  23,  1912, 
Augl  4, 1913,  and  Apr.  20, 1914.] 

INDIA. 

[Vice  Consul  John  Stuart  Ilunt,  Calcutta,  Ma;  '.] 
A  New  Indian  Hallway. 

The  Kalighat-Falta  Railway  Co.  has  organized  with  a  capital  of 
1,700,000  rupees  ($551,536)  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a  26-niile 
railway  on  a  2i-foot  gauge  from  Kalighat  to  Falta,  Bengal.  The 
line  will  be  constructed  and  worked  by  Messrs.  McLeod  &  Co.,  Cal- 
cutta, as  managing  agents  under  a  board  of  directors  and  subject  to 
close  Government  supervision.  The  line  will  run  through  one  of  the 
most  densely  populated  parts  of  Bengal,  the  density  of  population 
being  more  than  1,100  per  square  mile.  This  is  more  than  double 
the  average  density  of  Bengal,  which  is  551  per  square  mile. 

The  amy  present  means  of  passenger  transportation  is  by  hackney 
carriage  or  on  foot,  and  as  the  usual  fare  on  Bengal  light  railways 
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is  4  pies  ($0.0067)  per  mile,  and  judged  by  the  third-class  passenger 
traffic  on  other  railways  in  India,  the  passenger  traffic  is  expected  to 
yield  at  least  6  per  cent  on  the  capital  invested. 

Almost  every  foot  of  the  ground  through  which  the  line  rims  is 
under  cultivation,  and  the  only  means  of  transportation  heretofore 
has  been  the  bullock  cart,  therefore  it  is  estimated  that  the  freight 
traffic  will  be  immense. 

H£WPQTJNI>I.Ain>. 

Extensive  Industrial  Works. 

Further  details  regarding  the  $21,000,000  enterprise  referred  to  in 
Commerce  Kepohts  for  June  10  are  contained  in  a  report  submitted 
by  Consul  James  S.  Benedict,  of  St.  Johns.  In  addition  to  outlining 
more  fully  the  construction  work  to  be  imdertaken  by  the  Newfound- 
land Products  Corporation  (Ltd.),  Consul  Benedict  also  supplies  the 
names  of  the  directors  of  the  company  and  of  the  engineers  who  pre- 
pared the  survey  and  plans.  The  report  in  its  entirety  may  be  in- 
spected at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its 
branches,  or  the  list  of  names  mentioned  may  be  obtained  upon  appli- 
cation to  these  same  offices. 

PAKAHA. 

[Vice  Consnl  Frederick  L.  Herron,  Colon,  June  20.] 

Vew  ArtUdal  Oas  Plant  In  Colon. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Vecker,  manager  of  the  Key  West  Gas  Co.,  Key  "West, 
Fla.,  has  arrived  on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  arrange  for  construct- 
ing a  gas  plant  in  the  city  of  •Colon.  From  the  plant  in  Colon  it  is 
expected  to  pipe  the  gas  across  the  Isthmus  to  the  city  of  Panama. 
Mr.  Vecker  represents  Starr  &  Reed,  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  who  expect  to  start  work  on  the  new  plant  about  the  last  of 
September,  1915. 

PAKAOTTAY. 

[Review  of  River  Plata,  May  14.] 

A  Kailway  Concession. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Congress  of  Paraguay  will  shortly  approve 
a  concession  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  Concepcion  to 
Horqueta  and  to  Pedro  Juan  Caballero. 

PHILIPPINES. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondeiit,  Manila,  May  22.] 
Forestry  College  Building. 

A  building  for  the  College  of  Forestry  is  to  be  erected  in  the  near 
future  at  Los  Bafios  by  funds  appropriated  by  the  last  legislature. 
The  building  will  be  of  reinforced  concrete  and  will  cost  $5,000. 

A  bridge  costing  $10,000  is  to  be  constructed  over  the  estero  sepa- 
rating Calle  David  and  the  corner  of  Plaza  Goiti,  near  the  Santa 
Cruz  Bridge.  This  will  greatly  relieve  the  press  of  traffic  that  now 
crowds  the  upper  end  of  the  Escolta  and  the  bridge  leading  from  that 
thoroughfare  to  Plaza  Goiti.  This  section  has  been  bady  congested 
ever  since  the  destruction  of  one  span  of  the  Bridge  of  Spain,  which 
made  it  necessary  for  all  street-car  traffic  to  pass  over  the  Santa  Cruz 
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Bridge.  The  restored  Bridge  of  Spain  does  not  allow  the  passage  of 
street  cars.  At  present  the  street  cars  and  all  other  vehicles  approach 
the  Santa  Cruz  Bridge  across  Plaza  Goiti.  The  proposed  new  oridge 
over  the  estero  will  allow  vehicles  to  approach  the  Santa  Cruz  Bridge 
incline  from  a  new  direction  and  so  greatly  lessen  the  congestion. 
Mrs.  Trinidad  Ayala  de  Eoxas,  widow  of  Pedro  P.  Roxas,  has  offered 
the  city  $5,000  toward  the  cost  of  the.  new  bridge,  the  structure  to 
be  named  in  honor  of  her  deceased  husband. 

TmTTGTJAT. 
[Review  of  Klver  Plate,  May  14.] 
Hallway  Constmetion  Award. 

Proposals  were  officially  received  on  May  4  for  the  constmetion, 
on  account  of  the  Uruguayan  Government,  of  the  short  branch  line 
to  the  Tablada.  There  were  three  proponents,  the  Central  Uruguay 
Railway  Co.,  Mr.  J.  Storm,  and  Seiior  Victor  Soudriers,  ex-minister 
of  public  works.  The  offer  made  by  the  Central  Uruguay  has  since 
been  accepted  and  the  line  is  expected  to  be  complete  before  the  end 
of  the  current  year. 


mC£EAS£D  PBICES  AT  SWEDISH  POBT. 

[Consul  Emll  Snuer,  Gotcborg,  June  9.] 

In  discussing  the  rising  prices  of  necessities  a  local  newspaper 
states  that  duruig  March  whole  milk  was  20  per  cent  dearer  than  it 
was  in  March,  1914,  hand-sldmmed  milk,  12.5  per  cent  higher ;  sepa- 
rator-skimmed, 14.3  per  cent ;  yellow  peas,  96.7  per  cent ;  wheat  flour, 
33.3  per  cent ;  unsifted  rye  meal,  70 ;  sifted  rye  flour,  60 ;  fresh  pork, 
36.8;  salted  pork,  44;  house  coal,  66.7;  vegetable  margarine,  29.7; 
eggs,  38.5;  potatoes,  60;  brown  beans,  122.7;  oatmeal,  54.3;  dry  rye 
cakes,  32.4 ;  soft  rye  bread,  28.6 ;  and  salt  fish,  18  per  cent. 

During  April  prices  continued  to  advance.  In  comparison  with 
March  of  last  year  the  increase  for  flour  amounted  to  40;  for  un- 
sifted rye  meal,  80;  for  sifted  rye  flour,  68;  for  dry  rye  bread,  46; 
for  fredi  pork,  48;  and  for  salted  pork,  52  per  cent.  Beef  showed 
also  an  increase — for  steak,  by  about  30  per  cent ;  for  soup,  by  about 
35  per  cent ;  for  veal  of  young  calves,  nearly  20  per  cent ;  and  for  veal 
(steak)  of  fatted  calves,  by  nearly  30  per  cent.  To  this  can  be  added 
the  fact  that  the  prices  of  coffee  have  commenced  to  go  up,  and  the 
municipal  gas  works  have  been  compelled  to  raise  considerably  the 
price  of  coke.     Continuing,  the  journal  referred  to,  said : 

There  Is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  there  will  be  any  price  reductions  while 
the  war  is  Rolng  on,  at  least  not  on  this  side  of  the  new  crop.  To  the  contrary, 
there  are  signs  in  the  rural  districts  indicating  that  the  supply  of  beef  and  porlc 
will  be  dlminislied  to  such  an  extent  that  the  prices  of  these  articles  will  be  still 
higher.  The  failure  of  the  crops  of  spring  grain,  straw,  and  hay  last  year,  in 
connection  with  the  exceedingly  high  prices  of  cattle  feed,  has  caused  a  great 
redaction  of  the  live  stocli,  so  that  only  very  high  prices  of  meat  can  induce  the 
farmers  to  further  reduce  their  stocic  of  cattle  now  since  pasture  is  available. 
It  Is  farther  reported  that  the  present  stock  of  hogs  In  this  country  is  only  one- 
balf  as  large  as  last  year.  As  the  war  has  caused  a  rise  In  the  prices  of  nearly 
all  raw  materials,  the  manufacturiug  costs  of  pretty  nearly  all  Industrial 
products  have  also  gone  up,  and  the  prices  of  such  articles  have  been  raised 
eccordlsQj^. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48  '  COMHEBCE  BZPOBTS. 

HOTinraHAK'S  kunicifai  gas  plaht. 

[Consul  C.  M.  Hitch,  KoWnsbam,  EDsland.] 

In  1874  the  corporation  of  Nottingham  acquired  the  plant  of  the 
Nottingham  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co.,  a  private  company,  that  had  been 
supplying  this  city  and  surrounding  district  since  1818.  At  the  time 
of  the  transfer  from  private  to  municipal  ownership  the  price  of  gas 
was  $0.75  to  $0.92  per  thousand  cubic  feet,  varying  according  to  the 
district,  while  the  present  prices  range — 

For  all  purposes  other  than  for  power  and  "  gassing  " — if  the  con- 
sumption be  under  1,000,000  cubic  feet  per  quarter  year,  $0.60;  1,000,- 
000  to  4,000,000  cubic  feet  per  quarter  year,  $0.54;  over  4,000,000 
cubic  feet  per  quarter  year,  $0.52.  For  power  purposes — under 
600,000  cubic  feet  per  annum,  $0.44;  500,000  cubic  leet  and  upward 
per  annum,  $0.36.  For  "gassing"  purposes — for  any  quantity  con- 
sumed, $0.48.  ["Gassing'  consists  of  singeing  off  the  loose  fibers 
from  thread,  cloth,  etc.,  by  means  of  a  gas  flame.] 

These  prices  are  soon  to  be  increased  12^  per  cent  [see  Commebcb 
Eepokts  for  June  23,  1915]. 

Prepayment  Bate — Aannal  Production  of  Gas. 

The  above  scale  of  charges  does  not  apply  to  gas  supplied  through 
prepayment  meters,  the  charge  for  which  is  80  cents  per  1,000  cubic 
leet,  less  2  cents  in  the  shilling  (24  cents)  rebate,  but  with  a  mini- 
mum payment  per  quarter  of  1  shilling;  nor  does  the  scale  apply  to 
districts  in  which  special  charges  for  gas  are  made  under  statutory 
powers. 

The  territory  supplied  includes  the  citv  of  Nottingham  and  sur- 
rounding district,  covering  a  total  area  of  approximately  150  square 
miles.  I'bere  are  three  different  plants,  all  located  within  the  city 
limits. 

During  the  year  ending  March  31,  1915,  186,329  tons  of  coal  and 
17,463  gallons  of  oil  were  carbonized,  producing  2,271,561,000  cubic 
feet  of  coal  gas  and  6,445,000  cubic  feet  of  water  gas.  The  gas  unac- 
counted for  during  the  year  was  96,390,600  cubic  feet,  or  4.23  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  81,573,300  cubic  feet,  or  3.50  per  cent,  for  the 
previous  year. 

Xeceipts  and  Expenditures. 

Sales  of  gas  during  the  year  to  ordinary  consumers  totaled  1,530,- 
267,500  cubic  feet  and  to  prepayment  consumers  544,374,300  cubic 
feet,  public  lamps  used  106,973,600  cubic  feet,  making  the  aggre- 
gate consumption  2,181,615,400  cubic  feet.  These  figures  indicate  a 
decrease  of  69,687,300  cubic  feet,  or  3.1  per  cent,  in  comparison  with 
the  figures  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  receipts  for  gas  sold  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915, 
amounted  to  $1,294,416,  or  $37,389  less  than  in  the  preceding  twelve- 
month. The  total  income  for  the  ^ear  was  $1,788,517 ;  expenditures, 
$1,155,469.  After  taking  into  consideration  a  small  balance  brought 
forward  from  last  year,  and  deducting  interest  on  capital,  contribu- 
tions to  sinking  funds,  and  placing  $12,500  toward  the  purchase  and 
repair  of  stoves,  there  remained  a  oalance  of  $398,540  at  the  disposal 
oi  the  Nottingham  Town  Council.    Of  this  sum  $189,793  was  applied 
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toward  reducing  the  taxes  of  the  city,  $145,995  was  placed  aside  for 
renewal  of  works  and  plant,  and  the  balance  carried  forward. 
Part  of  Profits  Applied  to  Beduetion  of  Taxes. 

The  quantity  of  gas  sold  and  the  sums  applied  by  the  corporation 
toward  reducing  the  rate  of  taxation  during  the  past  12  fiscal  years 


were: 


y««r. 

Oasmld. 

Relief  o( 
rotes. 

Tew. 

On  sold. 

Belief  ol 
rates. 

UM 

CaJUcfm. 
1,967,328,000 
1,865,130,000 
1,917,096,000 
1,927,953,000 
1,996,781,000 
1,060,417,000 

6137,723 
131,396 
131,396 
131,396 
146,996 
150,861 

1910 

OAkfut. 
1,980,618,000 
2,006,4^,000 
2,050,101,000 
2,168,652,000 
2,251,302,000 
2,181,615,000 

»170,327 
165, 7!8 
189,793 
189,793 
189,793 
189,793 

IMB 

1911 

1106 

1912 

1507 

1913 

1906 

1914 

1MB 

1915 

It  is  notable  as  marking  the  growing  efficiency  of  the  municipal 
cas  plant  that  the  quantity  of  gas  sold  per  ton  of  coal  carbonized  rose 
from  9,549  cubic  feet  in  1904  to  11,675  cubic  feet  in  year  ending  March 
31,  1915,  and  that  the  contribution  to  th<j  reduction  of  taxes  ("  relief 
of  rates  ")  has  also  steadily  increased,  although  the  average  price  of 
gas  has  kteen  lowered  from  62  cents  in  1904  to  52  cents  per  thousand 
cubic  feet  in  1915..  During  this  same  period  the  number  of  meters  in 
use  has  grown  from  59,348  to  82,925. 

Inereastng  TTse  of  Oai  for  Industrial  Purposes. 

The  employment  of  gas  for  industrial  purposes  continues  to  in- 
crease, and  at  present  857  gas  engines  are  in  use  in  this  city.  This 
may  be  attributed  to  the  low  price  of  gas  and  to  the  ample  pressure 
iind  abundant  supply  to  be  had  at  all  times. 

The  Nottingham  Corporation  Gas  Department  has  no  statutory 
rights  of  inspection  or  supervision  of  internal  fittings,  but  as  it  has 
introduced  a  system  of  bonuses  to  plumbers  and  hardware  men  who 
may  succeed  in  obtaining  orders  for  gas  fires,  radiators,  and  other 
appliances  it  takes  the  opportimity  to  inspect  the  fittings  and  con- 
nections before  pajdng  the  bonus,  which  varies  from  $0.25  to  $5  per 
contract,  according  to  the  kind  and  nature  of  the  work. 

During  the  year  ending  March  31  last  34,114  cookers  were  in  use 
in  this  city.  Of  this  number  9,700  were  rented  from  the  gas  depart- 
ment by  consumers  who  pay  their  accounts  quarterly  and  23,656 
were  supplied  free  imder  the  prepayment  or  coin-in-the-meter  sys- 
tem. (The  rented  cookers  may  be  purchased  outright  if  desired.) 
Salesroom  for  latest  Appliances. 

The  gas  department  maintains  a  larg;e  salesroom  in  this  city,  where 
all  of  the  latest  patterns  of  cookers,  grillers,  small  breakfast  cookers, 
hot  plates,  boiling  burners,  gas  fires,  geysers,  copper  utensils,  boilers, 
and  greenhouse  heaters  are  sold.  The  accompanying  catalogues 
[whidi  may  be  inspected  by  interested  American  firms  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic"  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices]  show  the 
various  unds  of  cookers,  gas  appliances,  etc.,  handled,  and  the  selling 
prices  of  same.  These  prices  have  been  slightly  altered  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  and  the  following  increases  have  been  made: 
On  gas  fires,  2 J  per  cent;  all  gas  appliances  (grillers,  boiling  bum- 
cm,  aot  plates,  small  breakfast  cookers,  irons,  etc.),  11  per  cent;  all 
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copper  goods,  including  boilers,  10  per  cent;  greenhouse  heaters, 
2^  per  cent. 

Gas  mantles  and  anything  in  connection  with  fittings  are  also  sold, 
but  to  the  trade  only.  No  descriptive  catalogues  or  price  lists  relat- 
ing to  these  are  obtainable,  but  inverted  and  upright  mantles  are 
sold  to  the  trade  for  $1.08  per  dozen,  .while  the  prices  of  globes  and 
fittings  vary  according  to  size  and  character. 

By-Frodnct  Plants. 

The  question  of  by-products  is  an  important  one  in  connection 
with  the  local  gas  works.  The  by-products  recovered  in  1914  in- 
cluded 82,221  tons  of  coke  (for  sale),  11,490  tons  of  tar,  and  30,370 
tons  of  ammoniacal  liquor  (lO-ounce  strength). 

At  the  Giltbrook  Chemical  Works,  a  plant  maintained  in  tliis  city 
by  the  gas  department  for  tar  and  acid  products,  9,716  tons  of  tar 
were  distilled  and  yielded  56,404  gallons  of  crude  naphtha,  70,786 
gallons  of  redistilled  light  oil,  12,972  gallons  of  crude  carbolic,  3,080 
gallons  of  black  varnish,  554,510  gallons  of  creosote,  27,465  gallons 
of  brick  oil,  5,521  tons  of  pitch,  106  tons  of  naphthalene,  and  580 
tons  of  ammoniacal  liquor  (10-ounce  strength).  In  addition,  134,789 
gallons  of  crude  tar  and  37,525  gallons  of  creosote  were  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  172,314  gallons  of  specially  prepared  tar  for  road 
making  and  spraying  purposes. 

These  chemical  works  were  also  used  for  the  manufacture  of  2,888 
tons  of  sulphuric  acid  (100  per  cent)  and  1,590  tons  of  oxide  of  iron 
for  purification  purposes.  At  another  works  of  the  gas  department 
the  equivalent  of  32,092  tons  of  10-ounce  ammoniacal  liquor  was  dis- 
tilled during  the  year,  which  produced  2,395  tons  of  commercial 
sulphate  of  ammonia. 
Income  from  By-Prodncts. 

All  these  by-products  are  sold  by  the  gas  department  to  other 
municipal  and  county  departments,  local  farms,  and  exporters;  the 
latter  principally  purchase  the  sulphate  of  ammonia,  which  is  shipped 
to  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  various  products  are  sold  at  the  pre- 
vailing market  prices  and  the  proceeds  applied  toward  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  gas  department.  The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the 
receipts  gained  from  the  sale  of  by-products  for  the  last  two  years : 


By-products. 

1914 

191S 

1234,512 

108,684 

109,443 

G,404 

»12,384 

105,058 

98,338 

5,528 

Sulphate  of  ammonia , 

Total 

459,043 

431,335 

The  markets  for  coke,  pitch,  sulphate  of  ammonia,  and  other 
residuals,  save  creosote,  were  most  unsatisfactory  during  the  last 
nine  months  of  1914,  but  have  improved  since  January,  1915,  with 
the  exception  of  pitch.  The  market  for  pitch  is  weaker  than  for 
many  years  past,  which  is  expected  seriously  to  affect  the  Nottingham 
gas  department's  profits  for  the  current  year.  This  is  due  to  stop- 
page of  shipments  to  France  and  Belgium,  and  such  vast  stocks  are 
accumulating  at  tar  distilleries  that  normal  prices  can  not  be  ex- 
pected until  long  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 
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lEEi^T  AUD  dairy  FBODUCTS  m  AMESICAN  TBADE. 

Imports  of  meat  and  dairy  products  into  the  United  States  in  the 
10  months  preceding  May  1  last  were  three  times  the  value  of  those 
for  a  like  period  two  years  ago  and  seven  times  those  of  the  entire 
fiscal  year  1905.  This  movement  first  assumed  large  proportions  in 
the  fiscal  year  1914,  following  the  transfer  of  meats  to  the  free  list. 
Very  recent  months,  however,  have  reversed  the  upward  trend,  since 
February,  March,  and  April  show  much  smaller  imports  than  in  those 
months  of  last  year  or  when  compared  with  earlier  months  of  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

In  the  10  months  ending  with  April  imports  of  meat  and  dairy 
products  aggregated  38  million  dollars  in  value,  meats  representing 
two-thirds  of  the  total.  In  1913-14  the  same  months  gave  a  total  of 
28  million  and  in  1912-13, 12  million  dollars.  Prior  to  1910  the  total 
never  reached  10  million  dollars,  having  been  5^  million  in  1905  and 
2  million  in  1895. 

Our  imports  of  meats  are  mainly  supplied  by  Argentina.  Ten 
months  of  the  current  fiscal  year  brought  112  million  pounds  of  fresh 
beef  and  veal  from  Argentina  and  from  10  million  to  15  million 
poimds  each  from  Canada,  Uruguay,  Australia,  and  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  United  States  still  exports  far  more  meats  than  it  imports, 
for  although  there  have  been  record-breaking  arrivals  in  the  last  two 
years,  exports  have  been  even  larger.  Returns  for  10  months  indicate 
that  the  value  of  meat  and  dairy  products  exported  this  year  will 
once  more  attain  the  200  million  dollar  level  that  marked  the  decade 
prior  to  1909. 

A  study  of  the  official  figures  shows  that  while  the  imports  have 
consisted  chiefly  of  beef  and  mutton  in  the  primary  stages  of  prepa- 
ration, the  exports  have  included  considerable  quantities  of  bacon, 
hams,  lard,  canned  and  preserved  meats,  and  other  meat  products  in 
a  more  or  less  advancea  state. 

In  fresh  beef  there  is  now  a  large  movement  both  into  and  out  of 
the  country.  The  large  outward  movement,  however,  is  a  develop- 
ment of  recent  months.  Over  25  million  pounds  of  fresh  beef  were 
exported  in  April  and  more  than  100  million  pounds  in  the  period 
from  August  1,  1914,  when  the  European  war  began,  to  the  end  of 
April,  1915,  while  the  aggregate  for  the  three-year  period  ending 
Jime  30, 1914,  was  only  29  nullion  pounds. 

It  is  also  apparent  that  the  United  States  pays  le3s  for  the  meats 
which  it  buys  than  it  receives  for  those  it  sells.    In  April  we  im- 

rrted  8^  million  pounds  of  fresh  beef,  valued  at  9J  cents  per  pound 
o.  b.  countries  of  origin.  In  the  same  month  we  exported  2oJ 
million  pounds,  valued  at  14  cents  per  pound  at  the  domestic  ports 
of  shipment.  For  the  10  months  ending  with  April,  1915,  the  im- 
ports and  exports  were  165  million  and  102  million  pounds,  respec- 
tively, valued  at  9{  cents  per  pound  for  the  imports  and  12^  cents  per 
pound  for  the  exports. 


A  Bureau  of  Labor  has  been  established  at  Winnipeg  by  Manitoba 
Province. 
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TRADE  CONDITIOlf  S  AT  NEW  CHQTESE  OPEIT  MABT. 

[Consul  General  P.   S.   Ilcintzlemao,  Makdcn.] 

Permissioh  was  granted  in  1914  to  open  the  mart  of  Liao  Yuen 
Chou  (Chengchiatun)  at  the  request  of  the  civil  governor  of  Fengtieii 
Province,  who  held  that  since  Taonanfu  has  been  opened  to  foreign 
residence  and  trade  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  17, 1915],  Liao 
Yuen  Choii  should  be  opened  likewise.  Liao  Yuen  Chou  is  one  of 
the  seven  marts  in  Inner  Mongolia,  Northern  Chihli,  and  Eastern 
Shenglring  which  China  declared  would  be  opened  independently 
"by  itself"  to  foreigners.  This  region  is  also  interesting  as  being 
in  eastern  Inner  Mongolia,  where  Japan  is  now  seeking  preferential 
rights,  including  residence,  trade,  and  land  ownership. 

Whether  the  place  will  prove  suitable  for  a  treaty  mart  or  not 
depends  in  great  part  upon  the  volume  of  water  in  the  Liao  River. 
as  the  town  is  one  of  the  gateways  of  Taonanfu  for  products  to  be 
exported  by  river  to  the  seaboard.  If  the  proposed  railway  from 
Ssupingkai  to  Taonan  is  constructed,  it  will  pass  through  Liao  Yuen 
and  add  to  the  importance  of  this  place.  It  is  estimated  that  there 
are  now  about  3,500  buildings  and  a  population  of  35,000  scattered 
throughout  the  district. 
Site  for  the  Foreign  Settlement. 

The  town  does  not  consist  of  the  usual  Chinese  walled  city  with 
surrounding  suburbs.  Such  streets  and  public  thoroughfares  as  exist 
are  uneven  and  precipitous,  and  the  houses  and  market  places  are 
greatly  in  need  of  improvement.  As  the  Liao  River  runs  only  a  little 
more  than  a  half  mile  to  the  west,  in  time  of  flood  small  boats  may 
navigate  the  public  thoroughfares. 

Difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  finding  a  suitable  place  for  an 
international  settlement,  owing  principally  to  the  fact  that  cen- 
trally located  tracts  are  unobtainable.  Tracts  that  otherwise  might 
serve  are  so  far  from  the  market  place  that  the  future  growth  of  the 
settlement  would  be  retarded.  After  much  effort  a  piece  of  land 
containing  2J  square  miles  and  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  river  to 
the  westward  of  Liao  Yuen  was  selected  for  an  international  settle- 
ment. This  is  high  land  and  its  location  affords  facilities  for  trans- 
portation. 

Commeroe — Labor  and  Wages — ^Transportation. 

The  staple  articles  of  trade  are  foreign  piece  goods  and  native 
spirits.  As  the  Mongols  are  t^e  principal  purchasers,  in  order  to 
conduct  business  successfully  it  is  essential  that  a  merchant  should 
have  a  good  knowledge  of  the  Mongolian  language.  The  merchants 
and  storekeepers  are  without  exception  Chinese,  who  barter  their 
wares  for  Mongolian  products,  such  as  hides  and  hair. 

The  Liao  Yuen  district  covers  a  wide  area,  but  the  population  is 
comparatively  small.  What  few  daily  necessities  the  people  require 
are  of  outside  production,  native  industries  being  practically  non- 
existent. Wages  are  extremely  high.  Carpenters,  masons,  and  other 
artisans  command  a  daily  wage  of  small  coin  1  dollar  ($0.35  United 
States  currency),  while  laborers  demand  20  to  24:  cents  gold,  which 
rises  to  35  cents  gold  during  busy  seasons. 

Although  Liao  Yuen  Chou  is  situated  only  133  miles  from  Mukden, 
the  journey  is  one  not  to  be  lightly  undertaken.    The  easiest  way  to 
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reach  the  district  is  to  travel  by  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  to 
Ssupingkai  and  thence  overland  for  60  miles.  The  overland  road  is 
the  worst  imaginable,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  remain  even  for 
a  single  night  in  the  wretched  hovels  that  do  duty  as  inns.  Even 
during  fine  weather  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  a  native  cart  over 
the  road,  notwithstanding  several  draft  animals  are  hitched  to  it. 

Acrrlcnlture,  Mlniog,  and  Torestry. 

In  years  past  Liao  Yuen  was  one  of  the  principal  live-stock  mar* 
kets  of  Mongolia.  Each  autumn  a  great  fair  was  held  and  thousands 
of  horses,  cattle,  and  sheep  were  brought  to  this  place  for  sale.  Dur- 
ing recent  years  the  depredations  of  bandits  have  greatly  restricted 
the  sale  of  animals  at  the  yearly  fair.  In  spite  of  this,  cattle  raisers 
from  near-by  localities  continue  to  dispose  of  their  animals  here'  as 
formerly.  The  breeding  and  rearing  or  animals  constitute  the  prin- 
cipal occupations  of  the  populace.  Lately  stock  raisers  have  imported 
Kussiah  horses,  which  have  been  mixed  with  the  native  Mongolian 
stock;  therefore  the  number  of  pure-bred  native  horses  has  greatly 
diminished.  If  this  continues  much  longer,  there  is  fear  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  obtain  true  Mongolian  horsehair  and  hides. 

Agriculture  has  proved  successful  in  this  district,  owing  to  the 
richness  of  the  soil.  The  principal  farm  products  are  beans  and 
grains.    Bean  cake  and  spirits  are  largely  manufactured. 

Although  the  district  is  hilly,  there  are  no  moimtains  where  mining 
operations  may  be  carried  on.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  moun- 
tains which  may  possibly  contain  minerals  are  considered  sacred  by 
the  Mongols,  and  therefore  out  of  reach  of  mineralogists.  Should 
any  construction  materials,  such  as  sand  or  stone,  be  required  for  re- 
pairing roads,  etc.,  they  must  be  obtained  from  districts  well  removed 
from  these  mountains. 

Contrary  to  the  conditions  generally  prevailing  in  Manchuria, 
trees  are  not  to  be  foimd  throughout  the  district  except  on  the  slopes 
of  the  mountain  ranges,  in  the  temples  grounds,  and  in  the  gardens 
of  large  residences. 

Duties  Collected. 

According  to  the  reports  of  the  Liao  Yuen  Chou  tax  office,  the 
taxes  collected  during  1914  amounted  to  $86,102  United  States  gold. 
Although  in  the  three  Manchurian  Provinces  no  tax  is  levied  at  the 
point  of  destination  on  goods  belonging  to  foreigners  under  a  transit 
pass  i^ued  by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs,  a  further  consumption 
tax  of  2  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  charged  in  this  particular  district  on 
all  goods  imported,  whether  foreign  or  Chinese  owned.  When  this 
place  is  opened  to  trade  the  establishment  of  a  maritime  customs  sta- 
tion will  bring  the  existing  practice  to  an  end. 

From  this  description  it  will  be  readily  seen  that,  although  Liao 
Yuen  Chou  may  soon  be  opened  to  foreign  trade,  foreign  merchants 
will  be  slow  to  proceed  and  settle  there.  This  regioUj  however,  may 
in  time  develop  into  a  field  of  considerable  commercial  importance. 
Though  the  existing  American  trade  is  small,  there  may  be  opjwr- 
tunities  for  the  introduction  of  new  products,  which  can  best  l)e 
accomplished  by  the  establishment  of  commercial  relations  with  the 
Japanese  firms  that  are  sure  to  locate  here  in  time. 
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MOTION  FICTTJBES  IN  OIHEB  LANDS. 
CAHAOA. 

tConsuI  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  Williani,  Ontario,  May  28.] 

The  success  and  steady  development  of  the  motion-picture  theater 
in  Canada  has  been,  comparatively  speaking,  as  phenomenal  as  in  the 
United  States.  The  methods  of  the  business,  both  in  the  operation  of 
the  houses  and  in  the  distribution  of  films',  have  been  placed  on  a 
highly  efficient  basis.  Existing  theaters  have  been  remodeled,  and 
the  tendency  in  new  construction  is  for  more  and  more  elaborate 
theaters  and  the  very  best  equipment.  As  elsewhere,  the  encroach- 
ment of  the  pictux'e  theater  upon  the  field  of  the  "  legitimate  "  stage 
has  become  a  serious  menace  to  the  successful  operation  of  the  latter. 

Grenerall}'  speaking,  the  picture  house  has  withstood  the  shock  of 
war  much  better  than  the  vaudeville  and  regular  playhouses.  In 
many  of  the  smaller  and  to  some  extent  in  the  larger  cities  vaudeville 
and  drama  have  definitely  given  way  to  motion  pictures.  While  it  is 
true  that  some  picture  theaters  have  suffered  keenly  from  present-day 
economic  conditions  and  many  have  been  forced  to  close  their  doors 
for  lack  of  patronage,  those  that  have  survived  the  strain  ha^;e  been 
well  rewarded  by  the  larger  attendance  resulting  from  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  operating  houses.  Naturally  these  houses  are  com- 
peting very  actively  for  the  business — some  by  offering  additional 
reels,  and  a  few  by  cutting  admission  prices.  Where  a  monopoly  is 
enjoyed  b}'  one  theater,  or  where  an  understanding  exists  between 
the  several  houses,  the  reverse  is  true,  for  they  have  invariably  ad- 
vanced their  admission  charge  to  15  cents  and  eliminated  all  extra 
film  features  and  vaudeville  acts. 
Seasons  for  Development  In  Western  Canada — Extent  of  Business. 

In  middle  and  western  Canada  particularly  the  great  distances 
between  important  cities  have  always  constituted  a  serious  obstacle 
to  the  successful  operation  of  "legitimate"  and  vaudeville  houses. 
Principally  for  this  reason,  but  also  because  of  the  picture-theater's 
appeal  to  the  person  of  small  means,  the  cinematograph  business  in 
western  Canada  has  developed  to  a  wonderful  degree,  as  is  amply 
demonstrated  by  the  elaborate  houses  constructed  and  the  high  order 
of  films  shown.  The  people  are  literally  hungry  for  some  sort  of 
entertainment  and  the  photo  play  seems  to  fill  the  need  admirably. 
The  short  summer  season  also  contributes  materially  to  the  financial 
success  of  the  picture  theater,  for  even  in  the  hot  months  the  houses 
are  surprisingly  well  patronized. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  during  normal  times  there  were  approxi- 
mately 2,200  motion-picture  theaters  in  active  operation  in  Canada, 
these  having  a  daily  attendance  of  about  500,000  people.  It  is  very 
doubtful,  however,  in  view  of  present-day  conditions,  whether  the 
number  of  such  theaters  now  in  operation  will  reach  more  than  1,600, 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  attendance  has  fallen  off  considerably.  As 
statistics  on  these  matters  are  practically  impossible  to  obtain,  any 
statement  of  this  nature  is  largely  a  matter  of  guesswork. 

711m  Sistribntlon  and  Leasing  Frices. 

As  to  the  methods  of  operation  of  these  theaters  it  can  be  stated 
that  practically  all  films  are  leased  from  distributing  agencies  located 
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at  St.  John  (New  Brunswick),  Montreal,  Toronto,  Winnipeg,  Ee- 
gina,  Calgary  and  Vancouver,  shipments  being  made  by  express 
daily  or  senoiweekly,  as  needed.  Each  agency  usually  provides  a 
selected  list  of  reels,  four  of  these  constituting  a  "  service  " ;  i.  e.,  four 
different  reels  per  day  per  week.  The  usual  cost  of  a  "  service  "  is 
$40  to  $50  per  week,  but  for  "  serials "  and  certain  "  feature  "  reels 
or  for  first  option  on  new  reels  on  releasing  dates  in  competing  cities 
as  high  as  $350  per  week  per  "  service  "  has  been  charged.  Most  of 
the  business,  however,  is  done  by  the  regular  agencies  and  for  regu- 
lar services. 

There  are  a  few  speculators  who  import  "rainy"  (womout)  Euro- 
pean films  at  bargain  prices,  and  these  occasionally  find  their  way 
to  many  Canadian  circuits.  A  few  good  British  and  European  films 
are  regularly  imported,  but  usually  the  films  from  the  Continent  are 
those  that  have  biecome  "  exhausted  "  and  are  shipped  to  the  Americas 
and  other  countries  in  which  they  have  not  previously  appeared. 

Probably  95  per  cent  of  the  films  shown  in  Canada  come  from  the 
United  States.  [Canada's  imports  of  films  from  the  United  States, 
as  revealed  by  official  American  statistics,  were  given  in  Commerce 
Beforts  for  Apr.  3, 1915,  p.  65.]  There  is  no  regular  production  of 
Shns  in  the  Dominion  at  the  present  time. 

Ueeoses  and  Operating  Xethods. 

A  board  of  censors  in  the  capital  of  each  Province  passes  upon  all 
films  shown,  and  inspectors  are  employed  to  see  that  the  rulings  of 
the  board  are  carried  out.  In  Ontario  the  provincial  license  fee  for 
picture  theaters  is  $150  per  annum,  and  ir  one  or  more  vaudeville 
acts  are  shown  an  additional  $100  is  charged.  The  municipal  license 
fee  ranges  from  $50  per  annum  in  the  towns  to  approximately  $300 
in  the  larger  cities. 

Theaters  are  open  in  the  large  cities  from  10  a.  m.  to  11  p.  m.,  the 
show  consisting  of  four  reel?  and  the  admission  being  10  cents.  In  the 
smaller  cities  the  hours  are  from  2  to  11  p.  m.,  four  to  six  reels  being 
shown  for  10  cents.  Beels  are  changed  daily,  on  alternate  days,  or 
semiweekly,  according  to  the  location  and  character  of  the  theater. 
In  towns  and  small  cities  where  competition  is  not  keen  the  theaters 
are  open  only  at  night  and  Saturday  afternoons,  the  admission  being 
15  cents.  Whenever  vaudeville  acts  are  given  with  the  picture  pro- 
gram the  admission  charges  are  higher  and  range  in  accordance  with 
the  number  and  quality  of  the  acts.  Picture  houses  are  invariably 
closed  on  Sundays. 
Xiad  of  Films  in  Demand. 

Canadian  audiences  are  much  like  those  in  the  United  States  in 
their  tastes  and  preferences  for  pictures.  They  do  not  like  "  costume  " 
plays,  nor  are  they  enthusiastic  over  "  educationals  "  except  in  certain 
centers  (suburban  or  family  theaters) ,  but  exciting  dramas  and  good 
comedies  are  very  popular.  The  "serials"  which  have  become  so 
numerous  during  the  past  year  were  well  received  at  first,  but  at 
present  the  increasing  number  of  such  reels  has  led  managers  to 
request  their  supplying  agencies  to  restrict  remittances  to  not  more 
than  one  per  week,  lliose  houses  that  enjoy  a  family  patronage  or 
are  located  in  the  towns  still  find  a  continued  interest  in  these 
"serials"  and  continue  to  use  them. 
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The  weeldy  news  films  have  always  excited  the  keenest  interest  and 
are  certainly  well  received.  Patriotic  films,  however,  to  be  successful 
in  Canada  should  be  British  in  chaiacter,  for  the  history  and  patriot- 
ism of  other  countries  hold  very  little  interest  to  the  Canadian,  es- 
pecially at  this  particular  time.  The  proposal  of  at  least  one  of  the 
large  American  service  companies  to  put  Broadway  stars,  famous 
plays,  and  best-selling  books  on  their  regular  photoplay  service  pro- 
gram without  extra  charge  to  the  picture  theaters  has  created  a  favor- 
nble  impression  among  Canadian  managers,  and  they  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  innovation  will  prove  most  welcome  to  their  patrons. 

In  brief,  the  most  popular  films  are  strong  dramas  featuring 
favorite  players  in  the  cast,  and  comedies  of  exceptional  merit.  It 
is  the  experience  among  the  managers  here  that  the  theater  that  fea- 
tures a  Charlie  Chaplin  or  a  Mary'  Pickford  subject  is  sure  to  be 
filled  to  capacity;  and  this  fact  demonstrates  that  good  comedy  and 
strong  drama  are  about  equally  acceptable  to  the  Canadian  public, 
and  that  most  other  classes  of  films  hold  second  place. 
French  Explanations  Sometimes  Needed — ^Snty. 

While  English  explanations  on  films  prove  acceptable  to  the  great 
majority  of  the  Canadian  theaters,  there  are  many  parts  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec  in  which  only  French  explanations  are  suc- 
cessful. 

The  Canadian  customs  tariff  provides  a  duty  of  32^  per  cent  ad 
valorem  (including  the  increase  effective  Feb.  12,  1915),  on  all  mo- 
tion-picture films  and  machines.  There  is  no  pro\'ision  whereby 
these  films  could  be  imported  in  bond  for  exhibition  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  country  or  export  without  the  payment  of  duties. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drehcr,  Toronto,  Juno  24.] 
,  War  Pictures  Prohibited  in  Ontario. 

The  Provincial  Board  of  Censors  has  prohibited  the  use  in  On- 
tario of  real  or  "  faked  "  pictures  of  war  scenes.    Pictures  of  troops 
marching  with  bands  playing  and  colors  flying  are  permitted;  but 
;  all  films  professing  to  represent  the  ghastly  scenes  or  actual  blood- 
,  shed  and  destruction  on  battle  fields  are  prohibited  in  the  moving- 
!  picture  theaters.    Tliis  order  has  made  it  necessary  to  recall  certain 
j  films  of  war  scenes  alleged  to  be  the  reproduction  of  actual  opera- 
tions on  battle  fields  in  Belgium. 

COIOHBIA. 

[Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  BarranquIIla,  May  25.] 

American  film  manufacturers  have  been  trying  to  break  into  the 

:  Colombian  Cinematograph  field  for  some  months  past.    The  Ameri- 

I  can  consul  at  Barranquilla  asked  a  young  person  who  in  the  United 

I  States  was  a  "  moving-picture  fan,"  and  whose  criticisms  he  had 

frequently  heard  on  the  films  presented  in  Colombia,  what  was  the 

matter  with  the  American  films,  of  which  few  had  been  shown,  and 

none  successfully.    The  reply  was : 

If  the  motion-picture  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  wish  to  get  their 
films  on  the  market  here  they  will  find,  in  my  opinion,  such  a  thing  -otterly 
Impossible  until  the  venders  of  the  films  mend  their  ways.  When  the  people 
of  Colombia  order  pictures  from  the  "  States "  the  exporters  proceed  to  send 
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them  their  lowest-grade  Alms.  Now,  the  pec^le  here  are  just  as  critical  as  the 
American  public,  and  as  a  result  the  American  film  Is  rarely  bought,  because 
only  low-grade  detective  and  Wild  West  stories  and  comedies  are  sent.  The 
people  have  no  objection  to  detective  stories  If  they  are  good.  The  French  and 
Italian  companies  send  none  but  the  best. 

Wild  West  pictures  are  not  liked,  nor  does  the  Colombian  care  for  pointless 
"slapstick"  comedies;  yet  these  are  what  the  film  exporters  of  the  United 
States  are  sending,  and  then  they  wonder  why  they  don't  get  Colombia's  trade. 
Let  tbem  try  a  few  really  good  films;  for  example,  the  Broadway  features 
and  John  Bunny  comedies,  ^ys  like  "  My  Official  Wife,"  "  Uncle  Bill,"  etc., 
and  short  society  dramas.  Let  the  people  here  become  acquainted  with  big 
film  actors  and  actresses  who  sway  the  North  American  audiences  In  the  grip 
of  their  personality.  Stop  using  Colombia  and  the  rest  of  South  America  for 
a  "  waste  basket "  In  which  to  damp  the  plays  the  American  public  refuses  to 
see.    Then  there  will  be  a  chance. 

Good  Translatloiis  Essential. 

Another  thing  that  the  film  manufacturers  should  do,  by  all 
odds :  See  that  all  titles  and  descriptive  matter  are  carefully  translated 
into  Spanish  by  some  one  who  understands  both  languages  well,  and 
not  into  pigeon  Spanish  by  some  high-school  student.  Then,  care 
must  be  taken  in  copying  and  in  printing  all  titles  on  the  film.  Noth- 
ing hurts  the  susceptibilities  of  an  audience  like  being  "  stared  at " 
by  glaring  errors  of  idiom  and  spelling.  Hence,  these  are  important 
features  in  the  sale  campaign. 

There  are  three  motion-picture  shows  in  Barranquilla,  two  in 
Santa  Marta,  two  in  Cartagena,  and  several  in  Bogota  and  Medellin. 
Bucaramanga,  Call,  Manizales,  and  other  smaller  centers  all  have 
them.  One  mining  company  has  put  in  a  "  movie  "  to  keep  its  em- 
ployees contented.  Others  may  have  to  do  the  same.  All  these  have 
de()ended  on  Pathe  (France),  Oaumont,  and  Italian  Films  Co.  for 
their  films. 

American  film  makers  should  begin  to  look  South  America  over 
as  a  field  for  business,  but  they  must  remember  that  wliat  makes 
Pathe  popular  is  understandable  dramas,  with  some  'Milood  and 
Sunder  "  and  the  titles  in  perfect  Spanish.  Three  to  five  reels  are 
popular  lengths,  so  two  stories  may  be  given ;  and  then  '"  La  Napa  " 
(the  horse  trader's  "to  boot")  is  usually  a  short,  clean,  comic  reel 
that  sends  everyone  away  in  a  good  humor,  having  laughed  at  some 
of  the  drolleries  of  Salustiano  or  of  Max  Linder — funny  and,  above 
all.  decent.  Nothing  that  is  not  clean  in  story  or  acti<m  will  take, 
so  films  for  South  America  should  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  make 
a  censor  unnecessary. 

nims  That  Have  Proved  Popular. 

Les  Miserables,  Quo  Vadis,  Tlie  Count  of  Monte  CrLsto,  some  adap- 
tations of  Zola's  worlds.  The  King  of  the  Air,  and  otlicr  aeroplane 
stories  have  proved  popular  here.  Nick  Carter  fills  the  niche  for  de- 
tective tales,  and  sucn  films  are  sufTiciently  funny  to  attract.  It  nuist 
also  be  remembered  that  the  South  American  is  more  acquainted  witli 
French  and  Spanish  literature  than  with  English  or  American. 

[The  names  of  the  two  principal  film  importers  at  IJarranquilla 
may  be  obtained  upon  request  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  A  review  of  the  motion- 
picture  situation  in  Cartagena,  Colombia,  appeared  in  Commerce 
Kefobts  for  May  6,  1915.] 
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POETVOAK. 

[Comal  General  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  June  8.1 

The  motion-picture  theater  has  not  reached  in  Lisbon  as  yet  the 
popularity  that  it  enjoys  in  most  large  cities  of  Europe  and  America. 
This  is  due  partly  to  the  high  admission  prices  made  necessary  by 
the  taxes  which  these  places  are  compelled  to  pay.  These  include  a 
mimicipal  tax  of  $40  to  $50  a  month,  depending  on  the  size  of  hall ;  a 
police  tax,  four  or  five  policemen  being  on  duty  at  each  theater  in 
the  evening  and  receiving  50  cents  each  (if  the  performance  lasts 
over  midnight  they  are  entitled  to  double  pay) ;  and  a  firemen's  tax, 
an  equal  number  of  firemen  being  also  on  duty  at  the  theaters  and 
receiving  the  same  pay  as  the  policemen. 

The  price  of  admission  ranges  between  9  and  21  cents.  On  work- 
ing days  there  are  three  sections  lasting  about  an  hour  and  a  half 
each,  and  on  Sundays  and  holidays  five.  The  best  places  have  fairly 
good  orchestras,  which  play  acceptable  music  during  the  intermis- 
sions and  sometimes  in  the  course  of  the  performance.  The  theaters 
are  quite  small  as  compared  with  the  large  halls  in  other  cities,  and 
I'ents  are  exceedingly  high. 

rilms  Obtained  in  Paris  or  Barcelona. 

There  are  two  firms  [names  obtainable,  upon  request,  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices, 
which  will  also  furnish  a  list  of  the  Lisbon  cinematographs]  that 
supply  the  different  theaters  with  films.  These  companies  secure 
their  films  in  Paris  and  Barcelona — chiefly  in  the  latter  city,  where 
the  large  continental  film  houses  have  agencies.  The  amount  of 
the  rental,  depends,  of  course,  on  the  nature  and  length  of  the  film. 

French,  Italian,  German,  Danish,  Austrian,  and  American  films 
are  exhibited,  but  principally  French  and  Italian.  The  French 
"Path6"  and  "Gaumont"  films  and  the  Italian  "Cines,"  "Pas- 
quali,"  "Ambrosio,"  "Aquil,"  and  "Milano"  seem  to  be  the  most 
popular.  The  American  "Selig"  and  "Transatlantic"  are  occa- 
sionally seen.  Films  of  scientific  or  geographical  interest  are  shown 
at  the  Portuguese  Geographical  Society,  Lisbon. 

The  tariff  duty  on  films  is  15  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

AZOBES. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schuiz,  St.  Michaels,  June  6.] 

The  possibilities  offered  by  the  Azores  to  American  film  manu- 
facturers are  not  of  a  very  encouraging  nature.  The  number  of 
motion-picture  theaters  and  performances  is  extremely  limited,  but 
this  in  a  measure  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  high  price  of  admission. 
If  a  5-cent  show  could  be  produced  in  the  islands,  the  cinematograph 
industry  would  probably  prosper.  It  would  be  well  for  American 
exporters  to  bear  this  in  mind  and  in  their  correspondence  with  local 
interests  emphasize  the  success  of  this  class  of  film  in  the  United 
States.  The  earning  capacity  of  the  people  is  low,  but  the  large  Por- 
tuguese-American element  in  the  islands  adds  no  little  interest  to 
the  possibilities  of  the  market. 

Popniation  of  Island  Towns — Attendance. 

Of  the  nine  islands  of  this  archipelago  three  have  motion-picture 
theaters.     Ponta  Delgada,  the  largest  city  on  the   island  of  St. 
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Michaels,  has  three  theaters,  and  there  are  small  ones  in  four  other 
towns  of  this  island.  There  is  one  theater  at  Angra,  the  capital  of 
Terceira  Island,  and  one  at  Horta,  the  capital  of  Fayal.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  population  of  towns  having  theaters  and  the 
average  attendance : 


Towns. 


Ponu- 
latlba. 


Name  of  theater. 


Shows  prar  week. 


ATPra?e 
Bllendauca. 


FoaU  Ddgada,  St.  Michseb 


Do 

Do 

Funas,  St.  Mi<-ha(ils 

Villa  Franca,  St.  iticbaels  . 


18,000 


Theatro  ttkhaalense. 


Do 

BIb«Ira  Grande,  St.  MichaeU  . 

Angra,  Teroeira 

Harts,  FayaL 


1,S00 
7,000 


8,000 
10,000 
7,000 


Satso  Avcnids 

Sal&o  EUv(ri'o 

I'achoco  V'ioira 

Tlicatro   ViUalran- 
queirse. 

ThtiAiTo  Amaral 

Ti-eo'.ro  PbBn'ni'ics. 

Thoatro  AiiRreiuo 

Ttieatr«  Faiiense. .... 


HolidaTS  and  Sun- 
day. 
Daiiv  and  Sunday 

Thivi-  iimo3 

Sunday 

do 


.do 

.do 

.do 

.do 


700 

70  and  200 

1«0 

70 

120 

100 
100 
GOO 
400 


A  second  theater  is  under  construction  at  Horta. 
Films  Sented  from  Lisbon  Distributors. 

The  films  used  by  all  these  theaters  are  rented  from  two  Lisbon 
manufacturers  and  distributors.  Leaders  and  inserts  are  in  Portu- 
guese or  Spanish.  In  1914  the  Theatro  Michaelense  used  590,000 
feet  of  film,  the  Salao  Avenida  3'2S,030,  and  the  Salao  Electrico 
196,000  feet.  , 

Ordinary  1,000-foot  reels  of  photoplays,  comics,  etc.,  are  rented 
to  the  island  theaters  for  15  days  at  a  rental  of  $1  for  the  period. 
The  higher-grade  photoplays,  colored  films,  etc.,  pay  a  rental  of 
$0.05  a  foot  for  the  15  days.  On  the  longer  series  films  this  amounts 
to  $5  or  $6  a  day.  Local  theaters  paid  ^7  a  day  for  The  Last  Days 
of  Pompeii,  Cleopatra,  Tempest,  and  Queen  Margot,  and  $5  a  day 
for  Companions  in  Silence,  ICnight  of  the  Ked  House,  and  Vultures 
of  Paris. 

These  films  are  sent  out  in  care  of  some  one  traveling  on  one  of  the 
fortnightly  ships  from  Lisbon,  thereby  saving  freight  charges.  They 
are  retained  15  days  and  returned.  The  customs  duty  is  15  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  but  this  amount  is  refunded  when  the  film  is  sent  back 
to  Lisbon.  The  monthly  demand  now  for  all  the  islands  is  about 
80  films  of  3,000  feet  or  less  and  18  of  larger  reels. 

The  shows  in  the  Azores  are  much  longer  than  those  in  the  United 
States.  The  larger  theaters  usually  present  three  sessions  of  four 
reels  each,  the  last  two  sessions  being  made  up  of  series  films  and  the 
first  of  reviews,  comics,  fashions,  and  the  like.  The  smaller  theaters 
present  six  to  eight  reels  at  a  performance.  Most  of  the  photoplays 
shown  here  in  the  last  year  were  heavy  dramatic  or  tragic  ones, 
though  an  attempt  was  made  at  each  performance  to  present  one 
or  two  comics  and  a  lighter  photoplay.  American  adventure  reels 
are  popular,  but  before  being  sent  here  are  made  up  with  Portuguese 
or  Spanish  inserts  and  leaders. 

Price  of  Admission — Direct  American  Serriee. 

The  average  price  of  admission  is  about  10  cents.  The  Theatro 
Michaelense  at  Ponta  Delgada  is  a  large  theater  which  was  built 
for  stage  productions.    Like  Spanish  theaters,  it  has  four  tiers  of 
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boxes  extending  clear  around  the  pit.  They  accommodate  from  five 
to  seven  persons.    A  box  may  be  had  for  $1  to  $3  gold. 

It  is  doubtful  if  direct  service  from  American  nouses  would  be  as 
satisfactory  as  the  distributing  houses  at  Lisbon,  as  the  mails  from 
America  are  irregular,  whereas  the  two  Lisbon  ships  arrive  within 
an  hour  or  two  of  schedule  time  twice  a  month.  However,  if  Amer- 
ican houses  wish  to  deal  direct  with  these  islands,  the  most  satisfac- 
tory method  from  the  standpoint  of  producer  and  consimier  would  be 
to  have  an  agent  at  Ponta  Delgada  to  receive  the  films  and  distribute 
them.  It  would  be  a  good  idea  to  let  him  act  as  an  independent  dis- 
tributing agent,  handling  all  the  Azorean  business.  The  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  branch  offices  will  supply 
the  name  of  an  experienced  film  agent  who  has  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  handle  American  business. 

Films  are  imported  here  in  the  tin  boxes  in  which  they  are  packed 
for  American  theaters.  The  Azorean  climate  is  very  humid,  and 
theater  men  say  it  is  beneficial,  rather  than  harmful,  to  the  delicate 
films. 


"  EGO  NOODLES  "  MADE  WITHOUT  EGGS. 

Becent  activity  on  the  part  of  certain  noodle  and  macaroni  manu- 
facturera  in  sellmg  noodles  artificially  colored  yellow  as  ''egg  noo- 
dles "  when  they  contain  little  or  no  egg,  has  led  the  Federal  and  State 
food  officials  to  seek  means  of  stopping  this  fraudulent  traffic.  It  is 
the  custom  in  taking  up  matters  of  this  kind  to  afford  an  opportunity 
for  a  hearing  to  all  manufacturers  and  other  interested  parties  in 
order  to  permit  them  to  present  reasons  for  or  against  trade  prac- 
tices. Accordingly,  the  Joint  Committee  on  Definitions  and  Stand- 
ards, representing  the  Association  of  American  Dairy,  Food,  and 
Drug  Officials,  the  Association  of  Official  Agricultural  Chemists,  and 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  held  a  hearing 
in  order  to  secure  all  possible  information  in  regard  to  the  manu- 
facture of  noodles,  macaroni,  and  similar  alimentary  pastes. 

Those  who  appeared  at  the  hearing  before  the  Committee  on  Defini- 
tions and  Standards  agreed  that  in  order  to  put  competition  within 
the  industry  on  a  fair  basis  and  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  consum- 
ers definitions  should  be  adopted  that  would  absolutely  prohibit  the 
use  of  artificial  coloring,  fix  a  minimum  egg  requirement  for  articles 
sold  as  egg  products,  and  also  define  the  amount  of  moisture  that  may 
be  permitted  in  the  products.  What  these  limitations  and  require- 
ments shall  be  is  now  being  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Defini- 
tions and  Standards. 

AWABD  FOB  INCREASED  WAGES. 

[Consal  C.  M.  Hitch,  Nottingham,  England,  June  16.] 

As  a  result  of  a  conference  with  a  deputation  from  Nottingham  the 
chief  industrial  commissioner  of  the  committee  on  production  has 
aAvarded  an  advance  of  3  shillings  (73  cents)  a  week  on  time  rates  and 
*one  of  7J  per  cent  on  piece  rates,  "  the  advance  to  come  into  operation 
as  from  the  first  full  pay  week  after  May  22  and  to  be  regarded  as 
war  wages."  The  award  applies  to  members  of  the  following  trade- 
unions:  Engineers,  steam-engine  makers,  toolmakers,  iron  founders, 
pattern  makers,  smiths  and  strikers,  gas  workers,  and  workers'  unioi^ 
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WAB-TDIE  HABDIE  DTSUSAVCE. 

lExttmct  toom  Tokyo  Koahinjo's  Dally  Beitort  of  May  21,  by  Consul  General  George  H. 

Scldmore,  Yokohama.] 

The  Japanese  Government,  in  consideration  of  serious  effects  to 
be  possibly  produced  upon  economic  circles  at  home  by  the  marine 
insurance  premium  rates  generally  advanced  as  a  result  of  the  out- 
break of  war,  promulgated  the  war-time  marine  insurance  indemnity 
law  on  September  12,  1914,  the  bill  relating  thereto  having  passed 
the  thirty- fourth  session  of  the  Imperial  Diet. 

Then  the  regulations  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  were  created, 
■whereby  it  was  provided  that  in  the  case  where  the  underwriter?,  who 
had  insured  ships  and  cargoes  at  premium  rates  below  those  fixed 
by  the  Government,  covered  the  loss  sustained  by  the  war,  the  Gov- 
ernment should  indemnify  the  underwriters  up  to  80  per  cent  of  the 
loss  covered   by  them.     The  maximum  rates  were  fixed  for  the 
various  steamship  lines,  and  whenever  subsequently  there  was  any 
considerable  change  in  the  risks  the  rates  were  revised  so  as  to  make 
the  operation  of  the  law  smooth.    The  total  insurance  contracts  in 
accordance  with  this  law  for  the  last  seven  months  of  the  1914  fiscal 
year  amounted  to  about  $188,144,400  and  the  premiums  thereon  to 
about  $488,040,  the  monthly  average  coming  to  $26,892,000  in  new 
contracts  and  $69,720  in  premiums.    The  actual  damages  to  which 
this  Jaw  is  applicable  were  represented  by  the  cargoes,  which  had 
been  insured  for  $44,891,  and  the  damages  were  to  be  indemnified 
to  the  amount  of  $35,933,  of  which  $22,850  was  compensated,  but 
the  remaining  $13,083  was  not  settled  by  the  end  of  last  fiscal  year, 
as  there  was  an  incomplete  point  in  the  application  form  for  indem- 
nity.   The  insurance  contracts  in  accordance  with  the  law,  classified 
according  to  months  and  the  kinds  of  objects  insured,  are  as  follows : 


Japanese  companies. 


Hulls. 


Cargoes. 


Foreign 

companies, 

cargoes. 


Beptamber,  1914 . 

October,  19M.... 

Korember,  1914 . 

Swember,  1914.. 

lanuary,  1915 

Febnnry,  19U.. 
ICandi.  1915 

Total 

Monthly  avense 


tS37,C40 
2,512,410 
7,240,020 

3,354,328 
3,326,640 
4,658,790 


22,289,488 
3,184,070 


$11,010,251 
24,371..';91 
22,918,855 
5,295,716 
14,  W.,  658 
18,84),  618 
20,611,561 


117,ff.2,250 
16,803,803 


338,904 
2.02.5.114 
2,613,623 

4,119,666 
4,203,.S29 
6,015,386 
9,285,727 


28,281.949 
4,040,278 


TELEPHONE  SERVICE  IN  COSTA  RICA. 

tConsul  Chester  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  Mny  25.] 

The  United  Fruit  Co.  owns  and  operates  all  the  telephones  in  the 
Port  Limon  consular  district.  This  company  also  has  telephone  con- 
nections at  each  of  the  railway  stations  between  Port  Limon  and 
San  Jose,  as  the  Northern  Railway  Co.  is  under  the  same  manage- 
ment as  the  United  Fruit  Co.  Altogether  there  are  over  100  tele- 
phones in  the  system,  connecting  all  the  company's  farms  and  offices 
witii  the  head  offices  at  Port  Limon  and  San  Jose. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


62  COMMEBCK  BEPORTS. 

AMEBICAir  HETHODS  ASD  FOBEIGN  COFTBACTS. 

(Consul  George  A.  Cbambcrlaln,  Loarenco  Marques,  Portuguese  E^ist  Africa,  May  18.1 

The  report  from  this  office  on  "  Initial  African  orders  for  expen- 
sive machinery,"  published  in  the  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports 
for  October  3, 1914,  and  illustrating  the  high  solvency  of  the  Province 
of  Mozambique  as  well  as  its  purchasing  capacity  has  moved  various 
American  firms  to  take  an  interest  in  local  Government  tenders. 

These  tenders  are  generally  for  purchases  the  cost  of  which  amounts 
to  from  $50,000  up  to  $300,000.    They  cover  such  varied  branches  of 
manufacture  as  the  following :  Railway  material  of  all  kinds,  rolling . 
stock,  bridges,  electric  port  accessories,  such  as  electric  cranes  from  2 
to  60  tons  capacity,  coal-handling  devices,  dredgers,  and  tugs. 

Tliese  calls  for  tenders  are  issued  with  considerable  frequency. 
iWTiile  American  firms  have  invariably  taken  an  interest  and  in  many 
cases  gone  to  the  length  of  tendering,  their  tenders  have,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  been  out  of  order  and  in  most  cases  have  arrived  late. 
The  One  Thing  Laoking. 

While  these  efforts  are  to  be  commended  as  proving  that  American 
firms  are  reaching  out  after  export  trade,  it  is  a  regrettable  fact  that 
during  five  years  and  in  spite  of  frequent  suggestions  none  of  our 
manufacturers,  with  but  a  single  exception,  have  taken  the  most 
essential  initial  step,  as  far  as  this  market  is  concerned,  which  is  to 
secure  in  Lourenco  Marques  a  permanent  agent. 

When  this  step  has  been  omitted  what  is  the  method  of  procedure  ? 
The  American  firm  has  to  go  through  all  the  flurry  of  finding  and 
establishing  an  agent,  including  the  intricacies  of  a  Portuguese  power 
of  attorney,  before  it  is  in  a  position  to  make  its  formal  tender.  As  a 
result,  by  the  time  the  firm  has  arranged  these  preliminaries  the  bids 
of  foreign  rivals  have  been  opened  and  in  some  cases  the  goods  are- 
already  on  the  way.  This  leads  to  American  firms  continually  asking 
by  cable  or  through  the  Government  at  Washington  for  extensions  of 
time,  which  requests  are  as  regularly  refused  by  the  local  govern- 
ment. Having  lost  any  special  order,  the  American  firm  immediately  - 
loses  all  interest  until  another  call  for  tender  is  issued  (when  it  goes 
through  the  same  futile  proceeding  as  before),  on  the  supposition  that 
the  port  of  Lourengo  Marques,  having  ordered  five  cranes,  will  never 
need  any  more.  In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  noted  that  a  wharf  a$d 
railway  equipment  which  handles  30  million  dollars^  worth  of  cargo 
annually  is  constantly  in  need  of  renewals. 
Instrnotions  to  local  Agent. 

What  should  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  do  to  avoid  these 
continually  unsuccessful  efforts?  They  should  immediately  corre- 
spond with  firms  (a  list  of  whom  is  submitted  with  this  report,  and 
obtainable  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce) 
until  they  find  out  which  is  free  to  act  as  their  agent.  This  agent 
should  then  be  instructed  as  follows ; 

(1)  To  inform  them  of  an  approaching  call  for  tender  on  any 
type  of  manufactures  and  to  any  value  that  the  firm  desires  to  stipu- 
late; (2)  to  purchase  and  supply  to  the  said  firm  the  official  call 
for  tender  as  soon  as  issued;  (3)  to  accompanjf  same  with  a  power  of 
attorney  made  out  by  a  local  attorney  who  is  master  of  all  the  in- 
tricacies of  this  document;  (4)  to  make  any  explanation  not  fully 
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covered  by  the  call  for  tender  in  regard  to  deposits,  guarantees,  and 
methods  of  payment;  (5)  to  collect. 

The  American  firm  should  arrange  to  pay  initial  charges  and  come 
to  terms  with  the  agent  as  to  his  remuneration,  which  is  as  a  rule 

about  1  per  cent  on  the  gross  order,  except  when  his  services  exceed 

the  points  mentioned. 

Payment  Terms  Can  Not  Be  Dictated. 

One  other  point  that  American  firms  should  keep  in  mind  is  that 
the  provincial  government  in  dictating  terms  of  payment  trades  oh 
its  high  solvency,  which  is  well  known  throughout  European  mar- 
kets. In  other  words,  when  the  government  declares  that  payment 
wiU  he  made  in  three  installments  six  months  apart,  the  American 
manufacturer  is  apt  to  submit  his  tender  with  the  remark,  "Cash 
in  full  against  shipping  documents,"  or  some  phrase  approximately 
to  that  effect.  There  would  be  no  great  objection  to  his  doing  this  if 
he  would  also  include  the  price,  however  exhorbitant,  at  which  he 
would  be  willing  to  wait  for  his  money.  The  local  government  could 
then  choose  between  getting  the  goods  at  their  ftir  market  value 
or  paying  the  manufacturer  the  full  amount  of  his  estimated  loss  on 
idle  capital. 

The  American  is  apt  to  ask,  if  the  Provincial  Government  is  so 
highly  solvent,  Why  should  it  not  pay  cash?  The  answer  to  that  is 
that  this  colony  has  built  a  reinforced  concrete  wharf  a  mile  long, 
equipped  same  with  every  modern  electric  appliance,  including  a  coal- 
handling  plant  of  a  capacity  of  500  tons  per  hour ;  bought  dredgers 
for  various  jwrts ;  and  started  eight  railways  whose  total  mileage  is 
to-day  446  miles,  with  278  miles  in  construction  or  in  project,  entirely 
out  of  its  revenue  without  ever  having  raised  a  foreign  loan. 

Aetnal  ImproTenentt  Are  Solid  Security. 

Authority  has  just  been  obtained  from  the  home  government  which 
empowers  the  colony  to  raise  a  foreign  loan  of  about  17  million 
dollars,  and  should  its  efforts  prove  successful  it  is  possible  that  it 
might  adopt  a  system  of  cash  payments,  but  owing  to  the  present 
amdition  of  the  m<mey  market  the  chances  for  a  successful  floatation 
are  not  bright.  At  the  same  time  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  above  im- 
provements, which  do  not  include  such  permanent  features  as  road- 
making,  public  buildings,  and  other  public  assets  of  lasting  value, 
has  been  met  solely  from  revenue  should  inspire  a  certain  amount 
of  confidence  in  the  Province's  continued  ability  and  readiness  to  pay. 

WEALTH,  DEBT,  AJStB  TAXATION. 

The  Census  Bureau  has  just  published  a  press  summary  of  its  forth- 
coming decennial  report  on  wealth,  public  indebtedness,  and  taxa- 
tion, in  which  are  set  forth  briefly  some  of  the  more  significant  of 
the  statistics  which  will  be  presented  in  detail  in  the  report  itself. 
The  increases  in  public  and  private  wealth,  in  Federal,  State,  county, 
and  municipal  revenues,  expenditures,  indebtedness,  and  properties, 
and  in  taxation  are  shown,  and  the  rate  of  increase  in  wealth  is 
<H)mpared  with  the  rates  of  increase  in  taxation  and  in  public  in- 
debtedness. 

Anyone  desiring  a  copy  of  this  summary,  which  is  in  leaflet  form, 
cut  obtain  it  by  addressing  the  Director  of  the«Census,  Washington, 

D.a 
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FOEEIGN  TEADE  OPPOETUIHTIES. 

Rescrvrd  nddrcsHei;  may  be  obtained  from  the  Darenn  and  Its  Itrancli  oflleea.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  oD  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  flic  nnntber  glTen. 

Consuls  arc  requested  to  contribute  to  this  department,  and  in  doing  so  should 
in  each  instance  state  in  what  language  correspondence  should  he  conducted. 

Agricultural  implements,  mining  machinery,  etc..  No.  17410. — ^A  firm  In  the 
United  States  writes  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  one  of  Its  clients 
.  in  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  agrlcnltural.  In- 
dustrial, or  mining  machinery  and  specialties.  It  Is  stated  that  the  Arm 
in  question  has  been  in  this  line  of  business  for  a  number  of  years  and-  has 
excellent  councctions  throughout  European  countries.  It  Is  explained  that 
American  reference  will  be  furnished. 

Paintings,  No.  17411. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a  man 
in  his  district  desires  to  sell  a  number  of  old  Italian  paintings  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  Photographic  reproductions  of  these  paintings  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices. 

Carhons  and  electric  lamps.  No.  17412. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy 
transmits  a  detailed  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  car- 
bons and  electric  lamps.  A  coi)y  of  the  report  may  be  had  on  application 
and  samples  of  the  carbons  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Boncy  and  beeswax.  No.  17413. — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  export  a  quantity  of  honey  and  beeswax.  Refer- 
ences are  given.    Corresiwndence  may  be  in  English. 

Construction  material.  No.  17414. — A  company  In  Norway  which  deals  In  mate- 
rials for  house  construction  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  Iron  beams, 
girders,  etc.  It  Is  stated  that  c.  i.  f.  prices  now  range  from  about  $41  to 
$49  per  metric  ton  (2,204.6  pounds),  but  will  probably  advance.  Weights, 
measurements,  etc.,  should  be  stated  in  the  metric  system.  Illustrations 
and  detailed  Information  should  be  supplied  at  once.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English.  Bank  reference  Is  given.  An  Illustrated  pamphlet  contain- 
ing weights,  etc.,  of  the  material  now  used  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Cool,  No.  17415. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  the  representative  of  a  firm  of  engineers  in  his  district,  who 
desires  to  enter  into  commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of  couL 
References  are  given. 

Hour-mill  machittery,  No.  17416. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  n  business  man  in  Brazil,  stating  that 
he  represents  a  syndicate  which  contemplates  the  erection  of  a  flour  mill. 
The  representative  desires  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  rela- 
tive to  machinery  to  be  used  in  this  mill. 

yoszle,  No.  17417. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  writes  that  a 
man  in  his  district  has  asked  for  the  correct  imme  and  address  of  the 
American  firm  which  mantifactures  the  "  Cyclone  Nozzle,"  which,  it  is  un- 
derstood, is  made  in  Ohio. 

Electrical  accessories,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  17418. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  India, 
stating  that  he  de.«Ires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  electrical  accessories,  chemicals,  etc.,  to  be  used  in  dyeing  and 
coloring.  He  is.  also  interested  in  hardware,  machinery,  and  railway  sup- 
plies. He  states  that  he  will  arrange  to  pay  cash  in  New  York.  He  states 
tliat  he  is  also  in  need  of  a  reliable  buying  agent  to  represent  liim  in  the 
United  States. 

WASHINGTON  :  QOTBBNUSNT  PBINTINQ  OFTIO  :  UK 
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BATTAir  EXEMPT  FEOM  EHBABGO  IN  FBENCH  COLOITIES. 

[Telegram  from  Consul  General  A.  M.  Thackara,  ]'uly  2,  lOlS.l 

A  decree  promulgated  June  29,  1915,  authorizes  the  exportation 
without  special  permit  of  the  following  products  from  the  French 
colonies  to  the  iJnited  States:  Battans,  raw  and  stripped;  casein; 
edible  Tegetable  fats;  and  olein. 

ADDITIONS  TO  HETHEBLAND8  EMBABOO  LIST. 

(Telegram  from  Vice  Consul  O.  H.  Krogh,  Rotterdam,  June  30,  1016.] 

The  following  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  products  the  exporta- 
tion of  which  from  the  Netherlands  is  prohibited:  Fresh  beet;  raw 
cotton;  animal  fats  and  their  compounds,  including  compounds  of 
animal  and  vegetable  fats ;  weapons  of  all  kinds,  except  for  hunting ; 
electric  pocket  lamps,  accessories,  and  materials  for  the  manufacture 
of  such  articles. 

AHEKICAN  FVBCHASES  IN  LONDON. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London.] 

The  total  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  as  invoiced  through 
the  London  consulate  general  the  first  six  months  of  1915  was  $70,- 
616,024,  against  $65,877,681  for  the  similar  period  last  vear.  The 
total  for  June,  1915,  was  $11,812,535,  against  $13,194,55*^9  in  May. 
Items  of  export  for  the  six  months  were:  Rubber,  $33,508,251,  against 
$18,172,348  in  the  first  half  of  1914;  wool,  $5,013,100,  against  $2,865,- 
270;  tin,  $5^85,902,  against  $7,065,169;  precious  stones,  $3,476,167, 
against  $3,833,858;  tea,  $1,507,059,  against  $1,691,105. 

BESXFITS  OF  TBADE-OFPOBTVNITT  WOBE. 

The  manager  of  a  large  hosiery  mill  in  the  United  States  writes 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  his  company 
has  just  received  an  order  for  about  1,000  dozen  pair  of  hose  from  an 
agent  in  the  West  Indies;  that  the  name  of  the  agent  was  procured 
from  one  of  the  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  published  in  Com- 
merce Beports. 

He  states  further  that  his  firm  has  disposed  of  a  great  deal  of  its 

Eroduct  through  the  "  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  "  service  rendered 
y  the  Bureau,  and  that  this  service  has  been  a  material  aid  to  his 
firm  in  building  up  its  foreign  business. 

sang*— 15  66 
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FBENCH  UABINE  INSTJBANCE  BUSINESS. 

[Consul  George  A.  Bucklln,  jr.,  Bordeaux,  June  8.] 

The  consensus  of  opinion  relative  to  the  opportuity  for  American 
insurance  companies  to  launch  out  in  this  territory  is  that,  since  the 
place  held  heretofore  by  companies  of  nationalities  now  hostile  is 
vacant,  an  opening  is  presented  for  those  willing  to  enter  the  field. 
The  following  reviews  of  the  situation  originate  from  established  in- 
surance representatives  in  Bordeaux,  whose  names  and  addresses  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  offices.    One  states : 

Marine  Insurance  agents  in  Bordeaux  at  the  present  time  are  acting  for 
Englisli,  Swiss,  Italian,  and  Belgian  companies.  Before  tlie  outbrealc  of  hos- 
tilities their  sphere  of  activity  included  German  and  Austrian  companies,  the 
importance  of  whose  business  may  be  appreciated  by  their  annual  premiums  of 
about  $500,000.  The  operations  of  these  companies  are  now  suspended,  and  In 
view  of  this  fact  it  may  be  concluded  logically  that  American  marine  insurance 
companies  have  great  Interest  in  tailing  immediate  measures  to  secure  the 
vacancy  thus  created.  In  order  to  attain  this  object  American  companies  must 
form  connection  with  reliable  and  experienced  agents  who  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  their  broilers  and  are  able  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  firm  they 
represent. 

The  writer  of  the  above  note  states  that  his  experience  of  25  years 
as  insurance  agent  places  him  in  a  position  to  Imow  that  American 
enterprise  at  this  time  will  reap  large  results. 

High-Orade  Buslnen  Open  to  Amprioan  Companies. 

Another  local  agent  says: 

We  believe  that  one  of  the  main  causes  of  the  hesitation  shown  by  American 
companies  in  approaching  this  maricet  is  a  fear  that  they  will  get  secondary 
business  which  has  been  refused  by  French  companies.  On  the  contrary.  It 
would  be  a  matter  of  ofFering  them  participation  in  large  business  in  which  the 
French  companies  are  already  interested.  In  fact  the  first  step  would  be  to 
proceed  by  participation  with  first-class  French  companies. 

The  present  time  is  the  most  favorable  for  American  companies  to  establish 
themselves  in  view  of  the  law  of  April  4,  1915,  which  prohibits  all  connection 
with  companies  of  hostile  nationality,  resulting  in  a  complete  disorganization 
of  the  system  of  reinsurance.  The  French  companies  are  talcing  advantage  of 
the  situation,  and  a  well-introduced  American  company  could  find  a  first  place 
by  the  side  of  the  large  English  companies  which  are  undertaking  the  business 
of  reinsurance. 

The  foregoing  statements  are  typical  of  the  opinions  which  are 
current,  and  the  matter  is  one  that  might  well  receive  the  interested 
consideration  of  American  concerns. 


AMESICAH  CAHDIED-FBUn  ENTEBPBISE. 

A  $50jOOO  glazed-fruit  company  has  been  organized  in  southern 
California 'to  manufacture  candied  fruits  and  flowers.  One  of  its 
managers  has  traveled  extensively  through  European  countries  study- 
ing the  processes  for  preparing  high-priced  products,  and  will  en- 
deavor to  establish  an  industry  which  will  compete  with  imported 
goods.  Confectionery  imported  into  the  United  States  during  the 
fiscal  year  1914  was  valued  at  $289,362.    The  manufacture  of  French 

flace  fruits  was  described  in  great  detail  in  Daily  Consular  and 
'rade  Reports  for  February  24,  1909,  by  a  manufacturer  of  wide 
experience. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.  67 

T&OBTJCnON  Am)  ICABKETHrO  OF  EGOS  IN  SOITTH  CHINA. 

[Consul  General  F.  D.  Cheshire,  Canton,  May  20.] 

The  Chinese  maritime  customs  returns  show  an  exportation  of  eggs 
from  Canton  amounting  to  25,275,244  pieces,  valued  at  $143,204, 
United  States  currency,  during  the  year  1914,  and  in  1913  of  33,- 
430,960  pieces,  valued  at  $200,979.  Some  of  these  eggs  find  their 
way  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  but  are  not  exported  to  the  United 
States.  Most  of  the  business  is  done  with  places  adjacent  to 
Canton. 
The  conditions  under  which  chickens  and  eggs  in  South  China  are 

E reduced  are  far  from  ideal.  In  fact,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  very 
ttle  attention  is  paid  to  the  industry,  the  chickens  being  left  to  shift 
for  themselves  and  little  or  no  care  being  taken  to  improve  the  breed. 
The  eggs  are  in  consequence  of  a  poorer  quality  than  those  found  in 
the  United  States  and  are  unusually  small,  the  weight  of  a  dozen 
^gs  of  the  average  size  being  only  21  ounces.  The  industry  has  never 
been  put  upon  a  scientific  basis  and  no  up-to-date  methods  of  artificial 
hatching  have  been  adopted.  The  Chinese  have,  however,  from  time 
immemorial  made  use  of  primitive  devices  for  hatching  eggs  by 
mechanical  processes,  and  have  been  fairly  successful.  These  de- 
vices are  usually  made  of  bamboo  at  scarcely  any  expense,  and  char- 
coal, is  used  in  maintaining  the  proper  temperature.  It  is  not  likely, 
therefore,  that  incubators  of  foreign  manufacture  will  be  introduced 
to  any  great  extent  until  they  can  be  sold  at  lower  prices  than  are 
at  present  asked,  and  hence  it  is  doubtful  if  the  conditions  under 
which  the  industry  is  at  present  carried  on  will  greatly  improve. 

The  following  are  the  prices  in  gold  asked  per  1,000  for  chicken 
and  duck  eggs  by  the  wholesale  dealers  at  Canton : 

Chicken  eggs:  Large,  $9.10;  medium,  $8.40;  small,  $7.82.  Duck 
eggs:  Large,  $9.52;  medium,  $8.40;  small,  $7.82.  These  prices  are, 
of  course,  subject  to  fluctuation  as  exchange  rises  and  falls. 

The  districts  where  these  eggs  are  for  the  most  part  produced  are 
Pak  Hoi,  Yeung  Kong,  and  Hoihow,  in  the  Province  of  Kwangtung. 

Very  little  use  is  made  of  eggs  in  south  China  in  a  large  commer- 
cial way  beyond  the  purposes  of  immediate  consumption.  I  imder- 
stand  that  the  white  of  the  egg  is  employed,  to  a  limited  extent,  in 
the  manufacture  of  macaroni.  Farther  north,  however,  at  Tsingtau, 
Hankow,  Wuhu,  and  some  places  in  the  Shanghai  district,  there  is 
a  considerable  manufacture  of  dry-egg  products,  such  as  albumens, 
egg  yolk,  and  whole  egg. 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  the  preservation  of  eggs  may  not 

be  without   interest.    Duck  egg^    only  are  commonly    preserved. 

Ashes,  tea  dust,  clay,  salt,  and  lime  are  mixed  and  rolled  over  the 

eggs.    The  preparation  dries  and  preserves  them  from  change  for 

many  months.    All  these  ingredients  are  not  used  at  once  by  those 

who  preserve  eggs,  the  salt  and  ashes  being  the  most  important.    A 

lai^  exportation  of  preserved  eggs  was  formerly  made  to  California 

to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Chinese  residing  there  and  at  other  places 

on  the  Pacific  coast,  but  at  the  present  time  I  believe  there  is  none 

exported  to  the  United  States. 
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COST  OF  uvnra  nr  buefos  aibes. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Hale,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Hay  17.] 

Everyone  acquainted  with  Buenos  Aires,  whether  as  a  visitor  or  as 
a  permanent  resident,  has  something  to  say  about  the  high  cost  of 
living  in  Buenos  Aires.  In  many  cases  these  statements  are  based 
upon  inaccurate  knowledge  of  prevailing  conditions  here,  just  as  a 
ti-aveler  finds  that  in  every  city  his  expenses  are  somewhat  greater 
than  those  of  the  people  living  there.  In  not  a  few  instances  these 
statements  seem  to  be  misleading,  from  the  fact  that  they  give  quota- 
tions in  dollars,  which  are  in  reality  paper  pesos  (about  44  cents), 
thereby  unfortunately  leaving  the  impression  that  $1  gold  goes  no 
further  than  1  peso  paper.  Nevertheless,  the  cost  of  hving  is  rela- 
tively high  m  Buenos  Aires,  as  will  be  demonstrated  by  what  follows, 
fiotels  and  Boarding  Eonses. 

There  are  many  excellent  hotels  in  the  city,  a  few  of  the  greatest 
luxury,  and  almc^  innumerable  places  open  to  the  traveler.  In  the 
highest-priced  hotels  the  rate  per  day  for  one  person  is  $6.60  to  $17.60 
for  the  individual.  This  is  supposed  to  include  coffee  with  rolls  in 
the  morning;  "almuerzo"  (luncheon),  which  is  a  substantial  meal; 
and  "  comida,"  another  substantial  meal,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  serv- 
ice. The  use  of  a  cold-water  shower  bath  is  also  included.  Hotels 
of  the  first  rank,  but  with  less  luxury  than  the  best,  charge  $3.52  to 
$8.80  per  day  for  the  same  accommodations.  Still  lower  rates'  can 
be  obtained  in  good,  but  less  known  hotels,  where  the  foreigner,  if  he 
does  not  speak  Spanish,  would  be  at  a  disadvantage.  It  is  not  ad- 
visable, therefore,  that  they^  be  taken  into  consideration.  All  hotels, 
as  in  the  United  States,  will  make  special  rates  for  those  who  take 
up  their  permanent  residence  in  them,  but  the  reduction  is  relatively 
slight 

Many  foreign  residents  in  Buenos  Aires  prefer  to  live  in  boarding 
houses,  rather  than  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  housekeeping. 
A  moderate  cost  in  a  boarding  house  for  a  single  man  who  must  re- 
gard his  social  surroundings,  is  at  the  rate  of  $44  per  month. 
Nothing  less  than  this  should  be  taken  into  consideration.  From  this 
price  up  to  $110  a  month  is  considered  by  no  means  excessive.  A 
married  couple,  while  paying  as  a  rule  twice  the  amoimt  expected 
from  the  single  person,  can  find  lodgment  at  $110,  but  it  will  be  found 
that  $132  to  $176  is  more  frequently  paid  for  suitable  accommoda- 
tion. In  the  more  fashionable  boarding  houses  $220  is  not  uncom- 
mon. Boarding  houses  are  occupied  almost  altogether  by  foreign 
residents.  Although  the  Argentine  people  are  sometimes  permanent 
guests  at  the  hotels,  they  seldom  board,  except  while  on  a  visit  to 
the  city. 
Houses  and  Apartments — Furniture. 

The  older  houses  in  Buenos  Aires  are  of  one  story,  and  the  more 
modem  and  spacious  houses  of  two,  threCj  or  more  stories.  Almost 
all  houses  in  Buenos  Aires  have  an  interior  courtyard  or  "  patio," 
from  which  the  living  rooms  extend.  These  houses  may  be  small, 
of  only  five  rooms,  exclusive  of  kitchen  and  bathroom,  or  they  may 
be  as  commodious  as  the  best  of  houses  in  the  large  cities  m  the 
United  States.    In  the  residence  quarters  there  have  been  built,  in 
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late  years,  rows  of  houses  similar  to  those  seen  in  England  or  the 
United  States.  In  some  of  the  older  parts  of  the  city,  houses,  by  no 
means  new,  can  be  rented  as  low  as  $66  per  month,  but  the  better 
class,  even  of  these  modest  one-story  houses,  and  especially  of  the 
newer  two-story  houses  in  the  suburbs,  run  from  $88  to  $220  a  month, 
or  even  more,  according  to  the  number  of  rooms.  This,  as  in  the 
United  States,  is  rental  and  nothing  more,  for  light  and  similar 
service  are  extra  expenses  for  the  tenant.  The  older  houses  have 
no  arrangement  for  a  central  heating  plant,  nor  do  all  of  them  even 
have  fireplaces  in  the  best  rooms. 

Buenos  Aires  is  becoming  well  supplied  with  apartments.  Some 
of  them  are  old-fashioned,  gloomy,  and  unattractive.  The  majority 
of  the  newer  apartment  bufldings  are,  however,  well  constructed,  so 
as  to  give  the  tenant  sufficient  light  and  air  and  provide  all  facilities 
for  clean  and  comfortable  living.  The  best  have  gas  and  electric 
light,  elevator  service,  and  steam  heat,  distributed  from  a  central 
apparatus  in  the  basement.  Apartments  all  over  the  city  can  be 
found  as  low  as  $66  per  month,  but  $88  a  month  is  a  low  price  for 
an  apartment  of  five  rooms;  and  from  this  amount  the  rentals  rise 
to  $110  and  $132,  and  even  to  $264  and  $352,  according  to  the  space 
occupied.  Apartments  in  Buenos  Aires  are  at  least  50  per  cent 
higher  than  in  New  York,  Chicago,  and  Washington.  No  apartment 
houses  in  Buenos  Aires  have  restaurants.  Within  the  last  six  months 
rents  have  fallen,  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  empty  houses  and 
apartments  from  which  to  choose ;  this  fact,  however,  has  been  taken 
into  consideration  in  the  estimate  of  prices. 

It  can  be  broadly  estimated  that  furniture  costs  25  to  50  per  cent 
more  in  Argentina  than  in  the  United  States. 

Servaats — Telephone — Electricity  and  Oas — ^Physicians'  Fees. 

While  it  is  possible,  especially  for  a  married  couple  without  chil- 
dren, to  manage  with  only  one  servant,  it  is  more  usual,  even  in  a 
small  apartment  or  house,  to  have  two  servants,  a  cook  and  a  house- 
maid. A  good  cook  can  be  secured  at  $17.60  to  $44  per  month  and 
a  housemaid  at  $13.20  to  $35.20  per  month. 

A  house  telephone  costs  $5.50  per  month. 

Electricity,  used  chiefly  for  lighting  in  Buenos  Aires,  costs  $0,112 
per  kilowatt  hour  for  the  first  30  kilomatt  hours,  with  a  50  per  cent 
reduction  thereafter.  Electricity  for  heating  purposes,  for  which  a 
separate  meter  is  required,  is  furnished  at  50  per  cent  of  the  lighting 
1  ate.  Gas,  used  chiefly  for  cooking,  costs  16  centavos  per  cubic  meter 
($1.99  per  1,000  cubic  feet). 

Physicians'  fees  must  always  be  taken  into  account,  although  the 
climate  of  Buenos  Aires  is  reasonably  healthy.  The  charges  range 
from  $2.20  tq  $4.40  per  visit  to  the  house. 

Conveyances — Postage — Prices  of  Foodstuffs,  etc. 

A  street-car  ride  in  Buenos  Aires  is  $0,044  per  person,  but  no  trans- 
fers are  given,  so  that  in  many  cases  two  fares  must  be  paid  unless 
considertU)l8  walking  is  done.  The  city  is  abundanty  supplied  with 
taxicabs,  the  rate  for  which  is  $0.22  for  the  first  1,200  meters  (about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile)  and  $0,044  for  every  additional  300  meters 
'(328  yards)  or  fraction  thereof. 
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The  rate  for  letters  abroad  is  about  $0.05,  except  in  the  countries 
contiguous  to  Argentina,  where  it  is  $0,044.  The  domestic  rate  is 
$0,022. 

The  following  prices  are  those  actually  paid  on  or  about  March  15, 
1915: 


Bread per  pound- 
Meat  do 

Sugar do 

Flour do 

Noodles do 

Coffee do 

Potatoes do 

Sweet  potatoes do 

Large  beans do 

Lima  beans do 

Biggs ; per  dozen_. 

Tomatoes do 

Red  peppers do 

Onions do 

Soap per  bar.. 

Butter per  pound- 
Tea do 

Sardines per  can.. 


$0.06 
.16 
.12 
.08 
.08 
.43 
.04 
.04 
.16 
.10 
.53 
.18 
.14 
.18 
.27 
.62 
.88 
.35 


Com per  dozen  cobs. 

Salad  oil per  pound- 
Mackerel  do 

Salt,  fine do 

Salt,  coarse do 

Pepper per  2  ounces. 

Bacon per  pound- 
Dried  fruit do— 

Coal per  10  pounds- 
Grapes  per  pound- 

Picklcs per  bottle- 
Preserves  do 

Kerosene per  gallon. 

MUk per  quart- 
Vinegar do 

Candles each- 
Bananas  per  dozen- 
Oranges  do 


$0.18 
.43 
.20 
.04 
.02 
.22 
.39 
.18 
.16 
.06 
.53 
.44 
.40 
.07 
.03 
.04 
.18 
.27 


These  are  close  prices,  and  undoubtedly  many  housekeepers  pay 
more  for  the  same  articles,  or  for  those  of  better  quality. 

High  Clothing  Prices. 

The  following  clothing  prices  can  be  given,  taken  from  actual  pur- 
chases or  from  articles  displayed  in  the  shop  windows : 

UEK'S  CXOTHINO. 


Suits $35. 00 

Hats,  straw 2. 00 

Hats,  felt 5.00 

Shoes 8. 00 

Underdrawers 1.  50 

Undershirts 2. 00 

Socks .  50 

Shirts 2. 00 

Collars .  35 

Ties 1. 00 

Overcoats 65. 00 

Ralncoate 30.  00 


Handkerchiefs $0. 50 

Bath  robes 4.50 

Gloves 2. 50 

Canes 4.  50 

Umbrellas 6. 50 

Cuffs  (per  pair) .65 

Garters   (per  pair) .75 

Belts 1. 00 

Suspenders 1.  50 

Sweaters 30.00 

Full-dress  suits 75. 00 


women's  clothimo. 


Hats,  walking ^.00 

Hats,  dress 10. 00 

Suits,  dally 35. 00 

Suits,  calling 60.00 

Blouses,  silk 15.00 

Blouses,  linen 5.00 

Blouses,  cotton 2.00 

Stockings,  cotton .75 

Stockings,  silk  boot 1. 10 

Stockings,  silk 2.50 

White  petticoats,  lace  and 
embroidery  trimmed $3. 00-10. 00 


Petticoats,  silk 

Petticoats,  black  sateen. 

(Dorset  covers 

Underdrawers 

Combinations 

Gloves,  double  price  In 
United  States. 

Corsets 

Raincoats 

Rubbers 

Umbrellas 


$10. 00-^50. 00 

4.00-  10.00 

1.00-    5.00 

•2.50 

2. 00-  10. 00 


•6.00 

30. 00-  60. 00 

8.60 

4.00-  20.00 


■And  apward. 
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CBIU>RER'S  CLOTHING  (AGKB  2  TO  10  YEABS). 


SnlU $10. 00-$25. 00 

Hats 3.00-    6.00 

Raincoats 10.00-15.00 

3.  CO 


Rubbers 

__       1. 75- 

Handkerchiefs : 

Cotton 

.  10- 

Linen 

.30- 

Cambric 

.20- 

TJndervests : 

Cotton 

Wool 

3.00- 

.30 
.50 
.40 

1.00 
6.00 


TJaderdrawers $1. 00-$8. 00 

Petticoats,  white 1.  00-  4.  00 

Drawers 1.00-5.00 

Stockings : 

Long .  50-  1. 00 

Short .  30-  1.  00 

Slioestrings .  10-    .  50 

SlJoea 2. 00-12. 00 


ZAvndry — ^Restanrants  and  Clnbi. 

Washing  costs  considerably  more  than  in  the  United  States,  as 
this  list  from  actual  experience  will  show:  Shirts,  $0.15;  under- 
shirts, $0.10;  underdrawers,  $0.10;  pajamas,  $0.15;  collars,  $0.05; 
stockings,  $0.05 ;  handkerchiefs,  $0.03. 

In  Buenos  Aires  social  obligations  play  an  important  and  even 
necessary  part  in  the  ordinary  city  life.  This  is  especially  the  case 
where  a  business  man  is  trying  to  make  an  impression  for  the  firm  he 
represents,  because  in  Buenos  Aires,  much  more  than  in  the  large 
cities  of  the  United  States,  some  social  attention  is  really  part  of  the 
business  life.  Only  a  few  places  in  the  city  serve  a  meal  at  a  fixed 
price.  A  moderate  limcheon  costs  $1.32  to  $1.54  per  person,  and  a 
prepared  dinner  is  advertised  for  $1.76  to  $2.20.  A  dinner,  however, 
is  seldom  arranged  for  less  than  $8.80  to  $11  per  plate,  and  is  not  as 
good  as  a  popular  hotel  or  restaurant  in  New  York  can  offer  for  $5 
per  plate. 

Nearly  everyone  of  social  rating  and  ambition  must  belong  to  a 
club.  Some  of  the  country  clubs,  which  are  chiefly  for  golf  and  ten- 
nis, admit  women  if  not  to  actual  membership  at  least  to  complete 
freedom  of  the  clubhouse.  The  entrance  fee  and  membership  of  a 
few  of  them  will  serve  for  illustration : 


Names. 


Entrance 
fee. 


Uontbly 
dues. 


Boraos  Aires  Bowing  Clnb 

HurUngham  Club 

Clnb  del  Pro^wo 

anb  of  Foreign  Residents. , 

JockeyOub 

TJcreBoetClab 

S.Lltcrarialnglesa 


S226.00 
100.00 
450.00 
229.00 
1,860.00 
75.00 
10.00 


«2.S0 
4.00 
4.50 
4.50 
7.00 
2.00 
2.50 


laeome  of  at  Least  f9,000  necessary. 

No  man  with  a  family  can  live  in  Buenos  Aires  in  the  style  to 
which  he  sliould  be  entitled  by  his  business  activities  on  less  than 
$5,000  per  year.  It  can  not  be  said  that  every  man  in  Buenos  Aires 
draws  that  salary,  but  by  whatever  less  than  this  sum  he  is  com- 
pensated, by  so  much  must  he  restrict  his  expenses  and  lose  in  the 
social  and  business  scale.  The  conclusion  reached  by  those  who  know 
Buenos  Aires  well,  and  who  are  able  thereby  to  make  intelligent  com- 
parison with  the  cost  of  living  in  the  large  cities  of  the  United  States, 
is  that  a  salary  of  $5,000  here,  while  it  may  look  ample,  is  moderate. 
Hie  cost  of  living  has  not  such  wide  limits  as  it  has  in  New  York  or 
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Chicago  or  Washington,  because  in  these  cities  one  lives  according  to 
one's  income,  whereas  in  Buenos  Aires  one  must  live  according  to 
one's  social  position  if  he  is  to  represent  his  company  in  a  style  that 
they  may  reasonably  expect. 

These  are  conservative  estimates,  and  have  met  the  approval  of 
many  whose  experience  allows  them  to  speak  with  authority.  These 
facts  must  be  given  serious  consideration  by  manufacturers  or  firms 
who  are  thinking  of  sending  representatives  to  Buenos  Aires,  If 
they  are  not  represented  properly,  they  fail  to  get  that  very  influence 
which  it  is  the  object  of  personal  representation  to  gain. 

Another  factor  in  the  high  cost  of  living  in  Buenos  Aires  which 
pertains  particularly  to  those  who,  however  much  they  intend  to 
make  their  homes  in  South  America,  are  bound  by  family  ties  to 
their  homes  in  the  United  States,  is  that  of  the  necessary  expense  for 
traveling  back  and  forth  between  North  and  South  America.  The 
representative  must  at  times  return  home,  not  only  to  make  his  re- 
port, but  to  get  again  into  personal  touch  with  the  interests  he  is 
promoting.  Taking  this  factor  also  into  consideration,  the  best  re- 
sults can  De  obtained  by  considering  a  proper  salary  for  a  perma- 
nently established  representative  to  be  between  $7,500  and  $10,000 
per  year. 

SHIFBTTILDINO  BECOBD  FOB  THE  TEAB. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  reports 
1,226  sailing,  steam,  and  unrigged  vessels  of  215,711  gross  tons  built 
in  the  United  States,  and  officially  numbered  during  the  year  ended 
June  30, 1915,  as  follows : 


Atlantic  and 
QuU. 

Faciflo. 

Great  lakea. 

Western  rivers. 

Total. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

No. 

Gross. 

Wood:  , 

Balling 

Steam 

Unrigged 

45 
297 
205 

2 

7,196 

8,297 

61,615 

565 

1 
234 
101 

IS 

13,614 

4,187 

aSO 

»743 

355 

2 

•  7,241 

»27,082 

69,623 

666 

103 
36 

2,029 
3,727 

106 
14 

3,144 
194 



Total 

M9 

67,673 

336 

17,717 

138 

6,756 

120 

3,338 

1,160 

94,511 

Hetal: 

Sailing 

Steam  .. 
Unrigged 

1 

35 

1 

27 

98,332 

283 

1 

68 
7 

27 

8 
1 

16,833 
434 

17 

1 

^•^ 

8 

4 

762 
37 

120,^ 

Total 

37 

96,642 

9 

17,267 

18 

4,492 

12 

799 

76 

121,200 

Totals: 

Sailing 

46 

332 

206 

2 

7,223 

106,629 

51,793 

665 

1 
243 
103 

16 

30,347 

4,621 

81 

811 

362 

3 

7,268 

147,467 

60,411 

585 

Steam" 

Unrigged 

Concrete 

120 
36 

6,487 
3,761 

114 
18 

3,906 
231 



Qrand  total. 

586 

166,215 

345 

34,984 

ISO 

10,248 

132 

4,137 

1,266 

216,711 

a  Includes  4  vessels  witli  tonnage  of  29,  for  Porto  Rico 
t  Includes  3  vessels,  total  tonnage  98,  for  HawaU. 

For  the  fiscal  year  1914  the  grand  total  for  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf 
was  677  vessels,  gross  tonnage,  209,245;  Pacific,  324  vessels,  tonnage 
35,417 ;  Great  LaKes,  144  vessels,  tonnage  60,695 ;  western  rivers,  139 
vessels,  tonnage  6,048;  grand  total,  including  Porto  £ico  and 
Hawaii,  1,291  vessels,  tonnage  311,578. 
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ITEW  TBAirSCOimNENTAL  GTIIDEBOOES. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  just  issued  a  guidebook 
describing  the  Overland  Route  from  Missouri  River  to  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  every  traveler  may  now  enjoy  the  luxury  of  being  "  per- 
sonally conducted"  without  any  other  expense  than  the  dollar  he 
miist  send  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  obtain  a  copy.  It  is  Secretary  Lane's  desire  that  the  transconti- 
nental journey,  by  whatever  route,  shall  afford  the  traveler  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  country  through  which  he  passes,  and  this 
volume,  therefore,  is  the  first  of  four  which  will  appear  in  rapid 
succession.  The  next  to  come,  that  covering  the  Northern  Pacific 
Koute,  so  closely  identified  with  the  liewis  and  Clark  Expedition  of 
1803-1806,  will  be  published  in  a  few  days;  and  those  describing  the 
Santa  Fe  Route  and  the  Shasta  and  Coast  Route  will  follow  soon. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  book  on  the  Overland  Route  (Bulletin 
612)  much  information  already  in  the  possession  of  the  Geological 
Survey  has  been  utilized,  but  to  supplement  this  material  three  geolo- 
gists last  year  made  a  field  examination  of  the  entire  route,  while 
special  topographic  surveys  for  the  accompanying  maps  were  made 
by  Survey  engineers.  The  route  is  covered  by  a  series  of  29  complete 
and  accurate  maps,  which  are  so  arranged  that  the  reader  can  unfold 
them  one  by  one  and  keep  each  map  in  view  while  he  is  reading  the 
text  relating  to  the  portion  of  the  route  it  represents. 

The  book  is  also  freely  illustrated  with  half-tone  plates  of  some 
of  the  most  striking  viewS  and  objects  to  be  seen  on  the  journey  and 
with  pictures  of  prehistoric  animals  that  inhabited  the  West  in  ages 
past,  when  Nebraska  and  Colorado,  for  instance,  were  huge  swamps 
frequented  by  strange  beasts  whose  fossil  remains  are  now  found  m 
the  rocks  formed  from  the  sand  and  mud  of  the  ancient  swamps, 
which  have  since  been  elevated  thousands  of  feet.  The  book  of  244 
pages  is  as  a  whole  distinctly  popular  in  character. 

Li  ordering  the  Overland  Route  Guidebook  from  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Documents  ask  for  Bulletin  612  and  inclose  $1. 


DEPRESSED  MATCH  TRADE  IN  JAPAN. 

(Brtraet  from  Japan  Chronicle  of  Hay  28,  forwarded  bjr  Consul  General  George  H..— 

Scldmore,  Yokohama.] 

The  export  from  Japan  of  safety  matches  still  remains  in  a  de- 
pressed condition.  In  addition  to  the  prevailing  depression,  the  ap- 
proach of  the  rainy  season  discourages  production.  Manufacturers 
nave  accordingly  agreed  now  to  curtail  production  by  half  from  the 
b^inning  of  next  month.  According  to  the  experts,  it  appears  that 
while  the  export  to  China  and  India  is  as  depressed  as  ever,  some 
early  improvement  is  anticipated  in  the  Australian  trade.  The  re- 
covery of  normal  conditions  for  the  trade  as  a  whole  is,  however, 
hopeless  for  some  time.  Chlorate  of  potash  is  still  uncertain,  the 
present  tendency  being  downward,  through  recent  large  impoitations. 
This,  however,  makes  things  all  the  worse  for  those  matchmakers 
•who  have  laid  in  stock  in  anticipation  of  a  continued  rise,  and  has 
disappointed  the  speculative  importers.  Proposals  for  a  restricted 
output  have  been  made,  but  not  very  hopefully,  and  it  is  the  general 
belief  that  the  match  industry  is  in  for  a  bad  time  which  no  meas- 
ures of  this  sort  can  greatly  ameliorate. 
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DBIED  CHICORY  ROOTS  AS  HORSE  FEED. 

[Consul  Alfred  W.  Donegan,  Magdeburg,  Pmssin,  May  27.1 

Many  substitutes  for  oats  are  being  experimented  with  in  Ger- 
many. Besides  the  so-called  sugar  feed,  which  contains  80  to  90  per 
cent  sugar  and  10  to  20  per  cent  cut  straw,  the  use  of  dried  sugar 
beets,  called  "  beet  crumbs,"  has  become  extensive.  According  to  the 
latest  analysis  this  mixture  contains:  Proteine,  4.46  per  cent;  fat, 
0.18  per  cent;  moisture,  13.34  per  cent;  mineral  constituents,  3.44  per 
cent;  nonnitrogenous  extractive  principles,  68.07  per  cent.  There  is 
62.40  per  cent  sugar. 

This  composition  totals  82  "  feed-value  "  units,  as  against  81  units 
produced  by  the  sugar  feed.  Inasmuch  as  there  is  a  steady  increase 
in  the  use  of  both  these  mixtures  for  fodder,  it  may  be  assumed  that 
the  large  amount  of  sugar  contained  in  both  has  shown  no  bad  effects. 
It  causes  the  animals  to  become  very  thirsty,  however,  and  the  heavy 
consumption  of  water  may  prove  injurious  for  draught  animals, 
especially,  in  the  hot  summer  months. 
Peed- Value  Units  in  Chicory  Crumbs. 

The  Technical  Association  for  Chicory  and  Beet  Drying  in  Madge- 
burg  reports  that  dried  chicory  roots  make  an  excellent  substitute 
for  oats.  These  roots  are  called  "  chicory  crumbs,"  and  their  analy- 
sis is  as  follows :  Protein,  4.85  per  cent ;  fat,  0.85  per  cent ;  moisture, 
13.79  per  cent ;  mineral  constituents,  nonnitrogenous  extractive  prin- 
ciples, 69.73  per  cent.  There  is  4.35  per  cent  sugar.  In  this  mixture 
about  87  feet-value  units  are  figured. 

The  figures  indicate  that  chicory  roots  have  a  greater  nourishing 
value  ih&n  sugar  beets  and  sugar  feed.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
chicory  roots,  which  contain  greater  quantities  of  protein  and  fat 
than  the  other  compositions,  furnish  a  better  food. 

Some  time  ago  Prof.  Schmiedeberg,  a  German,  discovered  that 
broiled  chicory  was  good  for  the  digestive  organs.  Dried  chicory 
use  as  fodder  would  seem  from  recent  experiments  to  have  a  similar 
effect,  inasmuch  as  no  digestiA'e  troubles  have  been  noticeable  where 
the  chicory  was  used.  On  the  contrary,  cases  of  indigestion  brought 
on  by  sugar  feed  have  been  at  once  relieved  by  the  use  of  chicory 
crumbs.  These  crumbs  are  consumed  with  evident  relish  by  horses, 
and  are  fed  in  quantities  up  to  10  pounds  daily  per  horse. 

Practical  Orinding  Hachlne  Needed. 

Chicory  crumbs  are  fed  to  horses  without  having  first  been  mois- 
tened. They  are  not  ground  up,  as  it  is  claimed  the  horses  would  eat 
too  much  of  the  feed  were  it  ground.  Furthermore,  the  assertion  is 
made  that  the  grinding  of  the  crumbs  would  be  desirable  only  if 
sugar  or  molasses  were  mixed  in.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  practical 
grinding  machine  has  been  found.  Those  who  claim  that  grinding 
is  not  necessary  admit  that  if  they  had  a  good  machine,  particularly 
adaptable  to  the  grinding  of  crumbs,  an  ideal  fodder  could  be  made 
by  mixing  the  ground  crumbs  with  sugar  or  molasses.  This  fodder, 
which  would  oe  nourishing,  appetizing,  and  digestible,  would  be 
splendid  for  horses,  cattle,  and  swine,  and  would  at  the  same  time 
be  cheap  enough  to  compete  permanently  with  oats  as  a  standard 
form  of  provender. 
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The  Magdeburg  association  expresses  a  willingness  to  impart  all 
possible  information  regarding  tne  new  fodder.  It  is  assumed  that 
the  Government  will  not  confiscate  chicory,  inasmuch  as  the  factories 
manufacturing  coffee  substitutes  would  then  be  without  raw  material. 


MAY  EXPOBTS  OF  FOODSTUFFS,  OILS,  ETC. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  domestic  breadstuffg, 
cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton,  and 
mineral  oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  during  May,  1914  and  1915,  and  the  11  months  ended  May, 
1914  and  1915: 


Items. 


May- 


1914 


1915 


11  months  ended  Ifay- 


1914 


1915 


EXPORTS  BT  OEOUP3. 

Breadstofls dollars. 

„  (pounds. 

Cottonseed  ou \doll»is.. 

cattle,  hop,  and  sbeep do... 

Meat  and  dairy  products do... 

{hales. . . 
pounds. 

lIin«Ioils {f : 

Total doDare. 

IXrOBTS  BT  rmtSOTAL  ABTICLES. 

(bushels. 

Co™ \doUars. 

-  .  /bushels. 

Of Wollars  . 

__    .  Ibushals. 

^n>»t idoUara.. 

_  /barrels . 

rioui tdollars. 

Beef.canned {SoUare  '. 

BeeJ,  fresh (SoUars  ! 

Beef,  pidded,  etc {§oUars  '. 

oteoon te: 

B— te: 

Bams  and  thoolders {SSto  ! 

T—i  (ponnds. 

I*" IdoUais. 

N-iU-lard pS^: 

Pork,  pickled,  etc (SSuars  i 

Lard  compoanis {dollars  ' 

Crofcoa jffi?: 

BtaninaUngon W^l 

l-uWatingoll pS^: 

OasoUne, naphtha,  eto ISSSs! 

«-«««>.•«« {SStaS;: 


12,405,117 

13,446,491 

9S9,474 

86,853 

9, 779, 438 

394, 714 

203,092,803 

24,84^517 

194,990,596 

U, 732,254 


45, 091. SIS 

32,309,820 

2,362,272 

31,929 

18,502,122 

015,290 

319,933,953 

29,875,716 

225,254,580 

12,766,540 


144,109,251 

185,452,600 

13, 280,703 

C35,0I6 

122,991,077 

8, S«9, 491 

4,  COS,  833,  74) 

591,725,524 

2,052,654,223 

137,004,771 


629,538,753 

291,735,729 

19,603,909 

42S,240 

173,4H4,58S 

8,103,097 

4,235,791,929 

3e0,370,125 

1,906,301,913 

118,460,072 


60,841,651 


109,530,397 


1,010,626,343 


1,202,465,687 


505,897 

392,641 

607,846 

209,979 

0,809,044 

6,705,638 

900,976 

4,226,777 

259,526 

34,247 

676,293 

70,093 

2,224,043 

215, 712 

11,680,692 

1,  ISO,  712 

11,612,412 

1,643,385 

12,602,357 

1,787,326 

S4, 754, COS 

3,763,810 

2,628,770 

282,634 

3,309,268 

348,316 

4,119.319 

385, 8«3 

7,201,438 

299,341 

98,532, 781 

5,935,144 

14,273.189 

2,057,608 

21, 867, 903 

2, 765, 218 

58,075,306 

1,674,943 


3,638,044 

3,104,910 
13,023,168 

8,099,084 
14, 182, 447 
22,980,078 

1,340,498 

9,780,697 

6,658,758 

1, 235, 171 
19,543,015 

2,500,716 

6,662,432 
694,049 

6,378,628 

645, 599 

35, 429, 4.53 

4,580,025 
23,498,800 

3, 169, 493 
22,124,954 

2,330,585 

1,263,397 
136,858 

7,390,634 
711,640 

5,219,231 

437,975 

11,781,648 

313.989 

93,432,047 

5,638,891 
22,343,383 

2,  787, 204 
23,848,798 

2,388,775 
74,850,809 

1,639,681 


s.OTc.aw 

.^."■M   :'36 

1,    V,-.-77 

■   11.   SO 

'  i.'';.,'28 

J  ,   41 

M, '-■•1,1172 

il),  IIIL',  ^17 

3,11)1,945 

424.  S75 

5.7V    141 


21, 


l.j 


41' 
4i,'-'-,  «9 

^i.-i'a.'-TO 

2,  'Mi.  470 
43,114,4.52 

4, 7(lf.,  379 
50,  .41^,239 

4.  7i;2.  ^58 

n>  --•  81 

1,052,770.'    2 

67,92rt,  137 
180,<02.(I.S5 

25,2111,278 
188,196,740 

24,419,191 
521,661,245 

U,  873, 940 


43,718,136 
34,542,498 
£6,428,656 
51,6«»,895 

249,576,455 

319,961,546 
16,077,390 
87,650,616 
65,359,539 
10,708,547 

121,487,671 
15,303,220 
28,022,635 
3,004,271 
71,691,311 
8,3S9,725 

304,229,561 
41,294,730 

163,233,167 
23,435,029 

441,702,106 
48,917,033 
24,652,042 
2,866,682 
43,925,398 
4,758,701 
60,613,817 
5,230,270 

127,904.186 
4,173,933 

803,  liil,014 
4S,  4.17. 043 

190,213,845 
25,067,512 

211.509.425 
23.744,288 

633,573,443 
17,087,319 
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KEW  HOTEL  ACCOHHODATIOVS  AT  CANTON. 

[Consul  General  F.  D.  Cheshire,  Canton,  China,  Hay  21.] 

The  work  on  the  new  extension  to  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  Shameen 
at  Canton  has  been  completed  and  the  formal  opening  took  place 
on  May  15,  when  afternoon  tea  was  served  and  the  extension  thrown 
open  tor  public  inspection.  It  was  well  patronized  on  the  opening 
night,  when  a  very  good  dinner  was  served  a  la  carte. 

The  extension  consists  of  a  grillroom,  a  social  hall  and  music  room, 
drawing  room,  ladies'  reception  room,  private  dining  room,  reading 
room,  smoking  and  card  room,  etc.  The  grillroom  is  the  largest  and 
most  important  room  of  the  suite,  facing  due  south.  The  walls  are 
rough  cast  and  paralleled  with  Japanese  oak,  with  quaint,  old-fash- 
ioned fireplaces  in  tile.  The  table  linen,  cutlery,  and  glassware  are 
the  finest  quality  procurable,  and  were  purchased  especially  for  the 
grill.  The  crockery  is  all  from  the  R^al  Redwood  Co.  The  elec- 
tric lighting  is  by  means  of  patent  diffused  lights,  and  every  table 
and  side  table  is  electrified  so  that  small  dishes  can  be  cooked  and 
prepared  in  the  presence  of  the  patrons.  The  new  cold  storage  and  re- 
frigerating plant  has  not  yet  raen  installed,  but  if  the  new  venture 
proves  the  success  anticipated  one  will  be  ordered  immediately.  If 
the  management  will  continue  to  serve  as  good  meals  in  the  grill- 
room as  was  served  on  the  opening  night,  nothing  better  could  be 
called  for. 

On  the  Bund  there  is  also  a  hotel  called  the  Oriental  Hotel,  next  to 
the  famous  department  store  of  the  Sincere  Co.  This  hotel  is  patron- 
ized by  Chinese  to  a  greater  extent  than  by  foreigners,  but  many  of 
the  latter  who  have  availed  themselves  of  its  accommodations  speak 
very  highly  of  them,  and  the  rates  at  this  hotel  are  much  cheaper 
than  they  are  at  the  Victoria  Hotel. 

In  view  of  the  increased  importance  of  Canton,  not  only  as  a 
commercial  port  but  as  one  of  the  most  unique  cities  in  this  country 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  tourists  who  seldom  neglect  to  pay  the 
city  a  visit  during  their  travels  in  the  Far  East,  this  improvement 
in  hotel  accommodations  will  be  welcomed. 


A  FBOHOSING  FIOEIDA  INSrSTBt. 

The  adaptability  of  the  Chinese  wood-oil  tree  for  cultivation  in 
northern  Florida  seems  to  have  been  proven  by  recent  experiments. 
A  tree  at  Tallahassee,  Fla.,  bore  two  bushels  of  the  fruit  last  season. 
In  addition  to  being  an  economically  important  tree,  it  is  a  decidedly 
ornamental  one.  It  bears  clusters  of  white  flowers  with  reddish- 
yellow  centers,  and  in  full  bloom  resembles  a  catalpa. 

The  United  States  imports  annually  about  5,000,000  gallons  of 
Chinese  wood  oil,  valued  at  $2,000,000.  'As  the  demands  of  the  Amer- 
>,  ican  varnish  trade  are  steadily  increasing  this  affords  a  very  large 
domestic  market  for  this  prospective  new  Florida  industry. 

The  tree  is  Aleuritea  cordata  (Chinese  tung  yu),  the  seeds  yielding 
the  nut  from  which  the  oil  is  extracted.  The  methods  used  in  China 
were  described  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Beports  for  June  20, 
1912;  June  26, 1911 ;  February  15, 1909;  and  July  22, 1908. 
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AT.TAT.FA  TTELD  IH  ALBEBTA. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  June  21.] 

An  addition  to  the  agricultural  wealth  of  Alberta  Province  has 
been  made  in  the  last  few  years  through  the  marked  increase  in  the 
cultivation  of  alfalfa. 

According  to  the  latest  reports  it  may  be  safely  estimated  that  the 
alfalfa  crop  in  the  irrigated  districts  of  southern  Alberta  this  year 
will  approximate  $661^00,  as  against  nothing  a  few  jears  ago. 

In  1910  there  were  under  cultivation  in  the  Province  2,500  acres 
of  alfalfa;  last  year,  according  to  the  Government  figures,  11,400 
acres  were  imder  crop;  this  year,  according  to  the  provincial  esti- 
mates, it  may  be  conservatively  figured  that  the  acreage  will  amoimt 
to  14,500. 

In  1913  Lethbridge,  the  pioneer  alfalfa  district,  cultivated  10,000' 
acres ;  this  year  13,000  acres  are  under  crop,  while  the  acreage  in  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  irrigation  blocK  has  increased  rrom  700 
in  1913  to  1,500  this  year,  making  a  total  for  the  two  districts  this 
year  of  14,500  acres. 

The  average  price  for  alfalfa  was  $11.40  per  ton  last  year.  The 
crop  averages  4  tons  to  the  acre,  being  cut  several  times  during  the 
summer,  so  that  the  total  value  of  the  crop  this  year  would  approxi- 
mate $661,200. 

As  this  crop  does  not,  like  ordinary  ones,  have  to  be  planted  each 
year,  the  value  of  alfalfa  to  the  farmers  in  districts  where  irrigation 
can  be  obtained  is  apparent,  since  water  is  what  the  crop  needs  pri- 
marily. And  that  the  farmers  of  southern  Alberta  are  fast  coming 
to  recognize  this  truth  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  two-thirds 
of  the  alfalfa  grown  in  the  three  prairie  Provinces  is  grown  in 
Alberta. 


PHUIPFniE  IKABEETS  FOB  AMEBICAIT  LUHBEB. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  issued  a  short 
monograph  on  "Philippine  Markets  for  American  Lumber,"  by 
Commercial  Agent  Franklin  H.  Smith,  who  is  investigating  the 
lumber  trade  in  the  Far  East.  The  Philippine  market,  so  far  as 
imports  are  concerned,  is  dominated  by  American  lumber.  The 
islands  provided  a  market  for  more  than  $500,000  worth  of  forest 
products  in  the  12  months  ended  June  30,  1914,  and  practically  the 
entire  quantitjf  represented  by  these  figures  was  shipped  from  the 
Douglas-fir  mills  of  Washington  and  Oregon  and  the  redwood  mills 
of  California. 

Mr.  Smith  found,  however,  a  sharp  competition  by  native  woods, 
and  it  is  his  opinion  that  this  will  inevitably  become  keener.  Each 
succeeding  year,  he  thinks,  will  witness  an  increasing  cut  of  Philip- 
pine woods.'  The  conclusion  reached  is  that  the  prospective  demand 
for  American  lumber  in  the  Philippines  is  not  particularly  encour- 
aging. 

This  publication  may  be  obtained  for  5  cents  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.  It  is  Special  Agents 
Series  No.  100. 
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SCOTTISH  MA£K£T  FOB  AOBICTTLTiniAL  UACEIKEBY. 

[Consul  E.  Haldeman  Dennlson,  Dundee,  J^nne  8.] 

The  present  situation  in  the  Scottish  agricultural  industry,  due  to 
the  war,  seems  to  offer  a  favorable  opportunity  to  American  manu- 
facturers for  an  extension  in  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of  mechanical  labor- 
saving  machinery  for  farming. 

The  problem  confronting  the  Scottish  agriculturist  is  a  shortage 
of  horses  and  a  depleted  supply  of  labor.  These  conditions  prevail 
all  over  the  country  and  are  causing  concern  in  the  farming  districts. 
The  prevailing  prices  for  such  horses  as  are  obtainable  are  almost 
prohibitive. 

The  question  of  securing  an  adequate  supply  of  farm  labor  has 
become  acute.  For  some  years  past  this  part  of  the  problem  has  been 
growing  ever  more  serious.  Migration  to  the  cities  and  to  foreign 
lands  had  been  steadily  depletmg  the  ranks  of  the  agricultural 
laborers  and  farmers  were  obliged  to  raise  wages  considerably  and 
to  offer  better  living  accommodations  and  other  inducements  in  order 
to  hold  the  men.  These  efforts,  however,  have  only  been  partially  suc- 
cessful, and  the  movement  away  from  the  land  continued  at  an  alarm- 
ing rate.  The  attractions  of  the  large  towns  lead  many  to  seek  em- 
ployment there  and  others  endeavor  to  better  their  position  by  emi- 
grating to  the  colonies  or  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  beginning  to  be  realized  that  the  present  conditions  are  not 
merely  temporary,  but  will  become  probably  permanent,  and  that 
drastic  changes  in  the  methods  of  tilling  the  soil  will  have  to  be 
adopted  if  the  problem  is  to  be  successfully  solved  and  the  agricul- 
tural industry  maintained  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Scotch  farmer  in  the  past  has  been  noted  for  his  intense  con- 
servatism and  indisposition  to  adopt  modem  methods  until  almost 
driven  to  it.  In  recent  years,  however,  he  has  begun  to  take  a  keen 
interest  in  every  new  invention,  and  when  shown  its  practicability 
has  not  been  slow  to  adopt  a  new  idea.  At  present,  when  labor  and 
horses  are  scarce,  more  attention  than  usual  is  being  devoted  to  labor- 
saving  devices,  including  motor  tillage.  The  Highland  Agricultural 
Society  recently  arranged  a  motor-plow  demonstration,  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  Scotland,  which  attracted  a  great  crowd  of  farmers  and 
farm  laborers.  [See  also  an  account  of  a  motor-plow  demonstration 
in  Scotland  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  8,  1915,  and  of  mechan- 
ical potato-planting  trials  in  the  issue  for  Apr.  10, 1915.]  The  trials 
were  highly  successful  and  created  a  most  favorable  impression.  The 
machine  used  displaced  four  horses  and  one  man,  and  is  easily 
adaptable  to  other  tillage  operations,  such  as  grubbing  and  harrow- 
ing, and  can  also  be  used  as  a  stationary  engine  for  chaff  cutters  and 
other  farm  machinery.  The  practicability  of  the  motor  plow  is  now 
recognized  by  most  of  the  Scottish  agricultural  societies.  Already 
in  one  of  the  districts  in  the  Lothians  four  motor  plows  have  been 
introduced — all  since  the  war  began.  The  direct  cause  of  the  intro- 
duction of  at  least  two  of  them  was  the  shortage  of  men  and  horses. 
These  reasons  would  not,  however,  have  been  sufficient  in  themselves 
to  account  for  the  departure  had  the  mechanical  plow  not  been  a 
practical  proposition  and  suitable  to  the  conditions  existing  in  this 
country. 

[A  similar  need  in  England  of  farming  machinery  was  reviewed 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  May  24  and  25, 1915.] 
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TBEEE  KOHTHS'  TEABE  OF  BSAZH. 

[WUemaii'i  Review,  May  11.] 

The  foreign  trade  of  Brazil  during  the  first  quarter  of  1914  and 
1915  was  as  follows :  Imports  of  merchandise,  $60,135,000  from  Janu- 
ary to  March,  1014,  and  $28,313,000  from  January  to  March,  1915; 
imports  of  specie,  $58,000  and  $44,000 ;  exports  of  merchandise,  $77,- 
266,000  and  $68,949,000;  exports  of  specie,  $12,818,000  and  $9,261,000 ; 
total,  $150,277,000  and  $106,567,000. 

The  quantity  and  value  (f.  o.  b.  Brazil,  including  export  duties) 
of  the  leading  exports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1914  and  1915  were 
as  follows : 


Articles. 

1914 

I9U 

Tons. 

Value. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Cotton 

13,395 
6,909 
12,47S 
13,5S6 
>3,276 
7,866 
6,284 
13,702 
687 

$3,986,000 
297,000 

14,259.000 
3,290,000 

44,110,000 
2,472.000 
1,776,000 
2,083,000 
803.000 
4,190,000 

1,926 

18,737 

11,395 

.9,682 

•  4,856 

7.331 

3,694 

16,613 

807 

1440,000 
1  217  000 

Sugar 

Rubber 

10,677,000 
3,071  000 

Cofoa 

Ooflee 

45, 590, 000 

Bidas 

2,229,000 
f37.000 

Tobacco 

Yerba  mate 

2,059,000 

Skins 

652,000 

lU^HhfrartMm          .,,.,,.,., 

2,160,000 

Total 

77,266,000 

63,949,000 

•  Bags. 


TBAHSPOBTATIOir  OF  FBEIGHT  VIA  ABCHANaEI. 

[Consul  Oencral  Jobn  B.  Bnodgrass,  Moscow,  Russia,  June  3.] 

The  Moscow  Exchange  Committee  has  received  information  from 
the  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  that  the  unloading  of  private 
shipments  at  the  port  of  Archangel  is  not  strictly  prohibited,  but  that 
they  will  doubtless  meet  with  many  difiiculties.  In  view  of  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  shipments  for  the  Government  all  deep-water  docks 
and  storage  area,  as  well  as  auxiliary  vessels,  will  be  taken  up  by  the 
Government,  as  preference  will  always  be  given  to  Government  goods. 

Moreover,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  secure  the  required  facilities  for 
transporting  goods  from  Archangel  to  the  interior  of  the  country,  as 
the  river  barges  and  steamers  wul  be  to  a  great  extent  taken  up  by 
Government  dupnaents. 

In  issuing  this  information  the  ministry  indicates  the  necessity  for 
private  firms  to  use  routes  that  are  in  a  better  position  to  transport 
private  goods. 

BBAZniAN  COFFEE  SITUATION. 

(WUeman's  Brazilian  Rerlew,  May  18.] 

The  amount  of  coffee  cleared  this  season  to  May  6  at  Rio  and 
Santos  was  11,565,223  bags  and  its  value,  $115,154,559.  Assuming 
1,322,078  bags  as  the  amount  to  be  cleiired  to  the  end  of  June  (same 
«f  last  year)  and  its  f .  o.  b.  value  to  be  $13,269,490,  the  Kio  and  Santos 
crops  would  give  a  total  of  12,887,301  bags  this  season  and  f.  o.  b. 
Taloe  of  $128,^4,000,  as  against  13,954,183  bags  and  $195,176,000  for 
Inst  seascm. 
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FOBEIGH  TRADE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

rwbere  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  or  Its  braaeli 

olllcea.] 

Food  products,  leather,  paper,  coal,  etc..  No.  17419. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a  business  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  wheat  flour,  kerosene,  cod- 
fish, lard,  preserves,  hams,  salt  meats,  leather  for  the  manufacture  of  shoes, 
bops,  barley,  and  other  ingredients  for  brewing  l)eer,  cottonseed  oil,  chem- 
icals, paper  and  stationery,  printing  paper,  coal,  cement,  fresh  fruits,  and 
aniline  dyes  for  cotton  goods.    Banic  referoioes  are  given. 

General  agency.  No.  17420. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is 
in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Cuba  stating  tliat  he  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  He  does  not  specify 
any  particular  line.  He  states  that  he  has  t)een  in  business  for  35  years 
and  has  extensive  Imowledge  as  to  the  commercial  requirements  of  tbe 
United  States  and  Cuba. 

Printing  machineri/.  No.  17421. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Siberia  reports 
that  a  director  of  an  observatory  informs  him  that  he  desires  to  equip  his 
bureau  with  printing  facilities  and  desires  to  purchase  tbe  requisite  ma- 
chinery at  a  cost  of  about  $1,500  to  $2,000.  Prices  should  be  stated  in 
rubles,  c.  i.  f.  destination,  if  possible.  Correspondence  should  be  conducted 
in  Russian  or  German. 

Oeneraior,  No.  17422. — Tenders  are  invited  for  the  supply  and  delivery  at  site 
in  Melttourne,  Australia,  of  one  1,000-kilowat  direct-current  generator  with 
field  regulator  and  accessories,  one  liquid  starter  with  accessories,  together 
with  one  spare  set  of  carbon  brushes  and  one  spare  field  coil  for  generator. 
Tender  forms,  with  specifications,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  Messrs. 
Mcllwraith,  McE^chard  &  Co.,  Ppty  (Ltd.),  agents  for  the  Melbourne  City 
Council,  Billiter  Square  Buildings,  London,  £1  C.,  Elngland,  at  a  cost  of 
11.22  per  copy.  Tenders  should  be  addressed  to  the  Chairman,  Electric 
Supply  Committee,  Town  Hall,  Melbourne,  and  should  be  received  by  him 
on  or  before  August  11, 1015.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  particulars  rela- 
tive to  this  opportunity. 

Photographic  supplies  and  materials.  No.  17423. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  Brazil  reports  that  an  American  has  departed  for  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with  American  manutac- 
tui-eis  of  photographic  materials  and  supplies.  It  Is  stated  that  he  is 
familiar  with  tills  business.  He  states  that  he  desires  to  purchase  for  cash. 
His  address  while  in  the  United  States  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Viaducts,  No.  17424. — ^The  acting  British  consul  general  at  Bangkok,  Siam, 
reports  that  tenders  are  invited  by  the  Siamese  Royal  Railway  Department, 
Broad  Gauge,  Bangkok,  Siam,  for  the  supply  of  three  steel  viaducts. 
Sealed  tenders,  marked  "Tender  for  viaducts,"  giving  price  per  ton  c.  i.  f. 
delivered  on  railway  wharf  at  Bangkok,  will  be  received  until  October  29, 
1915,  by  the  Director  General,  Royal  Railway  Department  (Broad  Gauge), 
Bangkok,  at  which  office  copies  of  specifications  and  drawings  may  be  ob- 
tained on  payment  of  $3.77.  The  bureau  has  no  further  information  relative 
to  this  opportunity. 

Fire  insurance,  No.  17-125. — ^A  firm  of  general  Import  and  export  merchants  in 
China  informs  an  American  consular  oflicer  that  it  desires  to  L-oinmiuilcrtte 
with  American  fire  insurance  companies  with  a  view  to  securing  a  fire 
insurance  agency  for  that  district.  A  copy  of  the  tariff  and  other  regula- 
tions govemiug  fire  insurance  companies  in  that  district  may  be  bad  on 
application  to  the  Fire  Insurance  Association,  Hankow,  China. 

Balances,  etc..  No.  17420. — ^Tbe  British  consul  at  Cairo,  Egypt,  reports  that 
tenders  will  be  received  by  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works  for  the  supply 
and  delivery  of  balances  and  weights  required  by  the  Postmaster  General. 
Alexandria.  No  date  for  the  receipt  of  tenders  is  stated.  The  tenderer 
must  be  a  person  residing  in  Egypt  or  must  have  a  representative  in  that 
country,  and  must  have  an  addrsss  In  Egypt,  so  that  notices  may  be  served 
upon  him.  Tenders  must  be  made  out  on  the  proper  forms,  which,  with 
copies  of  the  specifications,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Central  Stores  Die- 
partment,  Alexandria,  Egypt  The  bureau  has  no  further  information 
relative  to  this  opportunity. 

WASHIKOTOH  :  QOTIBNUBNT  PBINTINO  OFTICI :  Utt 
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KOBATOSIVM  DT  BOLIVIA. 

(Oablegiam  from  American  Ambassador  John  D.  O'Rear,  La  Pas,  July  3.| 

Moratorium  law  extended  to  December  31. 


HEW  VESSEL  FOB  THE  COAST  AITD  GEODETIC  SUBVEY. 

In  accordance  with  announcement  in  Commerce  Reports  for  June 
7  plans  and  specifications  for  the  new  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
ve^el,  the  Sv,rveyor,  were  sent  to  prospective  bidders  on  June  80. 
Bids  will  be  opened  at  the  office  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  August  10,  1915,  and  at  the 
suboffice  of  the  Survey,  room  310  Customhouse,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
until  11  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  same  day. 

For  further  particulars  address  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 


SWEDISH  BUDGET  ESTIMATES. 

[American  Minister  Ira  K.  Morris,  Stockholm,  May  31.] 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  the  Biksdag  estimates  that  the 
income  of  Sweden  for  the  coming  year  will  total,  in  terms  of  United 
States  currency,  $58,964,020,  income  and  property  taxes  contributing 
$10,452,000  of  this  sum;  contributions  from  real  estate  and  income, 
$415,400 ;  grants  for  certain  rights  and  privileges,  $80,400 ;  war  con- 
jecture tax  (calculated  at  $1,929,600  by  the  King),  $2,412,000;  stamp 
tax  (including  $1,-G61,600  inheritance  tax),  $5,092,000;  tonnage  dues, 
$241^00;  customs  duties,  $19,724,800;  sugar  tax,  $5,896,000;  tax  on 
manufacture  of  brandy,  $4,556,000;  tax  on  punch,  $536-,000;  malt 
tax,  $1,447,200;  dues- from  sale  of  brandy  (calculated  at  $4,690,000 
by  the  King),  $4,422,000;  tobacco  tax  (the  Kmg  had  suggested 
$2,787,200),  $2,572,800;  postage  dues,  $1,116,220. 
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KINESAIrWATEB  TBASE  JS  1914. 

The  annual  report  on  the  production  of  mineral  water  in  the 
United  States,  which  has  just  been  compiled  by  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey  from  reports  received  from  spring  operators, 
shows  that  54,358,466  gallons  of  mineral  water,  valued  at  $4,892,328, 
were  bottled  and  sold  in  1914.  The  water  was  marketed  for  both 
medicinal  and  table  use  and  ranged  in  composition  from  the  purest 
of  table  beverages  to  the  strongest  mineralized  waters  in  the  coimtry. 
In  addition  to  this  quantity,  6,261,743  gallons  of  mineral  water  were 
consumed  in  the  manufacture  of  "  soft  drinks."  The  latter  quantity 
does  not  begin  to  represent  the  entire  production  of  soft  drinks  but 
only  that  part  made  from  mineral  waters,  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  flavored  drinks  being  compounded  with  municipal  or  private 
supplies  not  classified  as  mineral  waters.  Though  78  new  springs 
reported  production,  a  large  niunber  hitherto  active  were  idle,  so 
that  the  total  nimiber  of  commercial  springs  was  829,  or  9  less  than 
in  1913.  The  total  production  in  1913  was  57,867,399  gallons,  valued 
at  $5,631,391 ;  thus  the  decrease  in  1914  was  6  per  cent  in  quantity 
and  13  per  cent  in  value.  Similar  decreases  in  the  trade  have  been 
observed  since  1911  and  may  be  attributed  chiefly  to  general  im- 
provement in  the  quality  of  municipal  supplies,  because  of  which 
the  necessity  of  purchasing  bottled  drinking  water  has  been  lessened. 
During  the  last  10  vears  the  introduction  of  safe  filtered  water  into 
several  large  cities  has  been  followed  by  notable  falling  off  in  busi- 
ness of  table-water  producers  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
Cheaper  Mineral  Waters. 

Another  change  that  has  been  taking  place  since  1906  is  the  drop 
in  the  price  per  gallon,  from  17  cents  m  1906  to  9  cents  in  1914. 
This  has  been  due  partly  to  decrease  of  price  of  individual  waters, 
but  mostly  to  increased  sales  of  low-pnced  table  waters  and  de- 
creased sales  of  high-priced  mineral  waters  reputed  to  have  peculiar 
medicinal  properties.  The  value  of  table  waters  sold  in  1914  was 
$3,593,861,  while  that  of  medicinal  waters  was  $1,298,437. 

Imported  Waters. 

The  total  imports  of  mineral  water  during  1914  amounted  to 
2,786,142  gallons,  valued  at  $857,707,  a  decrease  of  17  per  cent  in 
quantity  and  10  per  cent  in  value  from  1913.  Though  the  importa- 
tions of  mineral  water  have  decreased  annually  since  1911,  the  drop 
in  1914  was  more  than  might  be  attributed  to  decreased  demand  for 
foreign  waters,  any  of  which  may  be  duplicated  in  their  essential 
characteristics  in  this  country.  As  in  previous  years,  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  imported  water  came  from  France,  Germany,  and 
Austria-Hungary.  The  trade  with  France  increased  about  10  per 
cent  and  that  with  Germany  decreased  about  40  per  cent  from  that 
in  1913.    In  spite  of  war  conditions  the  rate  of  importation  was 

S eater  between  July  and  December  than  between  January  and  June, 
ineral  water  is  one  natural  product  for  which  the  United  States  is 
not  necessarily  dependent  on  Europe,  for  the  great  variety  of  com- 
position exhibited  by  the  mineral  waters  of  this  country  makes  it 
possible  to  gain  every  characteristic  therapeutic  reaction  by  use  of 
.domestic  waters. 
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mOMOTIHG  FOBEIOir  SALES  OF  AMEBICAIT  PAPEK. 

The  United  States  is  the  greatest  paper-producing  country  in  the 
world  by  a  very  wide  margin.  In  1909  the  total  value  of  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  American  paper  mills  was  nearly  $270,000,000,  and  if  the 
rate  of  increase  recorded  for  a  half  dozen  years  previous  to  1909  has 
held  good  since  the  present  annual  production  is  well  over  $300,- 
000,0(X),  and  that  total  is  nearly  three  times  the  value  of  the  product 
of  the  next  great  producing  coimtry — Germany. 

As  an  exporter  of  paper,  however,  the  United  States  has  not  been 
a  very  important  factor  except  in  such  near-by  :narkets  as  Canada 
and  Cuba,  the  total  value  of  the  paper  products  sold  abroad  during 
the  fiscal  year  1914  amounting  to  only  $21,000,000,  and  even  that 
sum  includes  over  $9,500,000  for  books,  music,  engravings,  etc.,  not 
included  in  the  $300,000,000  worth  of  products  previously  mentioned. 

In  the  past  our  manufacturers  have  had  about  all  they  could  do 
to  supply  the  home  demand,  and  excepting  the  next-door  markets, 
their  attempts  to  sell  paper  abroad  have  been  incidental.  The  war 
in  Europe  has  been  interfering  with  the  trade  of  some  of  the  princi- 
pal paper-exporting  countries  to  such  an  extent  of  late,  however,  that 
American  paper  makers  are  now  looking  into  the  possibility  of 
establishing  good  connections  in  markets  that  were  previously  mo- 
nopolized by  European  concerns.  To  throw  as  much  light  as  pos- 
sible on  the  paper  trade  of  the  world,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  has  just  issued  a  report  on  the  subject  entitled, 
"Paper  and  Stationery  Trade  of  the  World."  This  report,  which 
makes  a  book  of  some  450  pages,  is  made  up  of  reports  from  Ameri-. 
can  consuls  in  nearly  every  country  in  the  world,  and  for  the  most 
part  these  reports  are  concerned  with  trade  conditions  as  they  existed 
previous  to  the  war,  thus  making  it  possible  for  the  exporter  to 
ddermine  just  the  nature  of  the  competition  he  may  expect  in  any 
given  country  when  normal  times  return. 

So  far  the  most  gratifying  increases  in  paper  exports  have  been 
to  England  and  Argentina,  and  the  only  noteworthy  falling  off  in 
sales  has  been  to  Australia.  As  a  whole  the  exports  of  paper  proper 
have  shown  an  increase  during  the  first  10  months  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  although,  as  might  have  been  expected,  the  sales  of  books, 
music,  engravings,  and  other  products  that  are  sometimes  included 
in  the  total  exports  of  paper  have  fallen  off. 

The  report  may  be  obtained  at  the  nominal  cost  of  50  cents  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents^  Government  Printing  Office, 
iWashington,  D,  C.   It  is  designated  Special  Consular  Report  No.  73. 


JAPASESE  SILE-INSPECnOn  BEOTTL&TIOirS. 

Charge  d'Affaires  Post  Wheeler  has  forwarded  from  ToWo  a  trans- 
lation of  the  Japanese  Begulations  for  the  Inspection  of  Silk  Tis- 
sues for  Export,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  secure  a  imiform  stand- 
ard with  a  view  to  extending  the  market  for  the  silk  fabrics  of  Japan. 
Mr.  Wheeler  states  that  .£nerican  purchases  of  the  silk  products 
affected  by  the  regulations  are  small  at  present.  The  translation  will 
be  loaned  to  those  interested  by  the  Washington  office  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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PBOGKESS  OF  THE  CANTON-HAHEOW  BAUWAT. 

[Consul  General  F.  D.  Cheshire,  Canton,  China,  May  21.] 

The  Canton-Hankow  line  was  surveyed  by  William  Barclay  Par- 
sons, an  American  engineer,  about  the  year  1892,  but  the  line  was 
subsequently  located  in  quite  a  different  way  from  that  recommended 
in  his  report. 

The  American-China  Development  Co.  began  work  about  1900, 
first  building  the  30-mile  branch  line  running  from  Canton  to  Sam- 
shui.  Work  on  the  main  line  was  not  started  until  1902.  When  the 
American-China  Development  Co.  closed  down  they  left  about  10 
miles  of  only  partly  constructed  line.  The  Chinese  took  up  the 
work  and  went  fihead  slowly  until  1906,  when  they  employed  some 
Canadian,  Japanese,  and  otner  foreign  engineers  and  started  work 
as  far  as  Ying  Tak.  The  line  was  gradually  thrown  open  to  traffic 
until  in  1914  it  reached  Wu  Shck,  120  miles  from  Canton.  The 
reason  for  the  slow  progress  that  has  been  made  has  been  due  to 
quarrels  between  cliques  of  shareholders  and  the  resulting  changes 
of  administration,  but  the  floods,  landslides,  etc.,  have  also  con- 
tributed to  the  delay  in  pushing  the  line  farther.  In  a  number  of 
places  the  work  was  also  handicapped  by  the  attitude  of  the  natives, 
who  objected  strenuously  to  the  railroad  passing  over  their  lands 
and  specially  over  the  graves  of  their  dead. 

The  line  at  present  is  almost  completed  as  far  as  Shiu  Kwan  (Chiu 
Chow),  140  miles  from  Canton,  and  it  is  expected  that  traffic  will 
be  opened  with  that  place  about  June  30,  1915.  The  work  of  the 
Jast  20  miles  has  been  delayed  about  two  years  beyond  the  time 
originally  planned  on  accoimt  of  heavy  rock  cuts,  tunnels,  and 
troubles  with  the  contractors.  The  revolution  also  caused  consider- 
able delay  in  building  this  part  of  the  line. 
Vnrther  Extension  Work. 

Beyond  Shiu  Kwan  station  the  only  work  which  has  been  completed 
is  alwut  3  miles  of  grading,  piers  for  the  bridge  over  the  North 
Eiver  (East  Fork)  at  Shiu  Kwan,  and  part  of  a  long  tunnel  about 
12  miles  beyond  Shiu  Kwan.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  Kwangtung 
Yueh-Han  Railway  Co.  will  build  any  further  unless  it  is  decided 
to  open  the  coal  mines  north  of  Shiu  Kwan.  The  country  between 
Shiu  Kwan  and  Leok  Cheong  (170  miles  from  Canton)  is  rough 
and  expensive  to  build  upon,  and  besides  it  furnishes  little  traffic. 
Beyond  Lok  Cheong  the  line  runs  through  very  rugged  country, 
will  prove  expensive  to  construct,  and  will  have  no  local  traffic  until 
Ping  Shek,  on  the  Hunnan  border,  is  reached.  It  is  expected  that 
the  Government  will  take  the  line  from  Shiu  Kwan  to  the  Hunnan 
border,  and  this  matter  is  now  being  discussed. 

The  construction  of  the  line  now  furnished  is  of  fair  quality. 
Eighty-five  pound  rails  of  American,  Belgian,  and  Hankow  manu- 
facture are  used  on  the  main  line.  The  steel  girders  and  trusses  are 
nearly  all  from  the  American  Bridge  Co.  and  are  of  the  best  design 
and  workmanship.  Some  of  these  articles,  purchased  from  Europe, 
are  of  poor  design,  and  one  200-foot  span  is  very  bad. 

The  locomotives  in  operation  are  products  of  the  Baldwin  and 
the  American  Locomotive  companies.  Last  year  five  consolidated 
locomotives  were  purchased — ^three  from  the  American  Locomotive 
Co.  and  two  from  the  Baldwin. 
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The  cars  in  use  on  this  railway  are  of  many  kinds.    The  pas- 
senger cars  are  mostly  of  American  manufacture,  as  are  also  the  dox 
cars,  although  some  of  the  latter  are  of  English  construction.    It 
seems  likely  that  the  short  English  cars  will  soon  be  rejected  and 
that  only  the  8-wheel  American  cars  of  all  classes  will  be  used. 

Some  steelwork,  such  as  tanks,  turntables,  warehouses,  etc.,  has 
been  imported  from  America,  and  much  Oregon  pine  for  false  work, 
ties,  etc.,  has  been  and  is  being  purchased  there,  but  these  articles 
are  usually  placed  by  Japanese,  German,  or  English  firms,  for  the 
reason  that  the  American  manufacturers  are  not  adequately  repre- 
sented at  Canton — a  matter  frequently  mentioned  in  consular  reports. 
PrositeotiTe  Traffic 

The  passenger  traffic  represents  about  60  per  cent  of  the  whole. 
There  is  also  a  good  business  in  the  transportation  of  cattle,  firewood, 
limestone,  and  other  products,  such  as  rice,  tobacco,  poultry,  etc. 
Later  on  coal  will  be  brought  down,  but,  as  this  is  anthracite,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  establish  a  market  before  it  can  be  handled.  Salt  is 
sent  over  the  line  from  Hunnan  and  the  upper  North  River  districts. 
On  the  whole,  the  traffic  is  satisfactory,  and  a  large  increase  is  ex- 
pected when  the  line  reaches  Shiu  Kwan,  but  the  railway  can  not  be 
expected  to  pay  well  until  it  has  been  completed  to  Hankow  or 
Shanghai,  when  it  should  be  the  most  important  section  of  the  rail- 
way and  the  most  profitable  in  China. 

The  line  is  well  located,  fairly  well  constructed,  very  weU  main- 
tained, and  should  be  profitable  if  well  managed. 

If  American  firms  manufacturing  steel,  liunber,  locomotives,  cars, 
and  other  railway  material  would  deal  directly  with  the  Chinese 
railways  it  would  result  in  mutual  profit  to  the  manufacturer  and 
the  railway,  which  at  present  goes  to  middle  men.  The  indications 
are  that  Ainerican  railway  material  will  have  a  large  and  increasing 
demand  hereafter,  and  American  firms  should  prepare  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  opportunity. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  productiveness  of  the  country  through 
which  this  railway  passes,  mules,  cattle,  pigs,  and  rice  are  grown  in 
most  all  of  the  districts.  Lumber  and  coal  are  ether  industries. 
The  counti^  also  yields  a  considerable  quantity  of  tobacco  and  potil- 
try  of  various  kmds.  At  a  place  called  Ho  Tow  there  are  large 
limestone  hills.  This  is  called  the  "  limestone  district."  There  are 
also  a  great  many  mines,  some  supposed  to  produce  silver  and  per- 
haps gold.  In  fact,  the  upper  portion  of  this  line  leading  toward 
Hunan  is  said  to  be  very  rich  in  mineral  wealth. 


IHCBEASED  COST  OF  UYING  IK  LABOE  CIJIES  OF  JAVA. 

[Consul  Bradstreet  8.  Rairden,  Batavla,  Hay  6.] 

A  statement  prepared  for  Batavia  and  other  large  cities  of  Java 
shows  the  comparative  costs  of  living  at  the  close,  respectively,  of 
1910  and  1914.  There  is  a  big  increase,  due  principally  to  higher 
house  rents,  which  have  also  advanced  between  December,  1914,  and 
the  present  time.  Some  of  the  larger  houses  in  good  neighborhoods, 
formerly  renting  at  $150,  now  bring  $175  per  month. 

Miscellaneous  expenses  for  small  articles,  general  cost  of  living, 
tad  dothing  are  now  from  25  to  30  per  cent  higher  than  a  year  ago. 
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CHAHOES  nr  VEHEZUELA'S  FOBEIOIT  TRADE. 

[Vice  Consul  Edward  B.  Cipriani,  La  Qualra,  Jane  1.] 

As  a  result  of  the  European  war,  Venezuelan  trade  showed  a 
marked  decrease  during  the  last  six  months  of  1914.  Imports  from 
January  to  June  amounted  to  $8,824,863,  and  from  July  to  December 
to  $5,162,594 ;  exports  from  January  to  June  amounted  to  $14,557,791, 
and  from  July  to  December  to  $6,960,801,  showing  decreases  in  both 
branches  of  trade  during  the  war. 

Germany,  during  the  first  half  of  1914,  sold  to  Venezuela  $1,301,- 
638  of  manufactures,  and  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  only  $288,- 
326,  a  difference  in  importation  of  $1,013,312.  The  decrease  in  ex- 
ports was  even  greater,  Venezuela  sending  to  Germany,  in  the  first 
§ix  months  produce  to  the  value  of  $1,716,160,  and  in  the  second 
period  to  the  value  of  only  $213,503,  a  difference  of  $1,502,657. 

Decrease  With  Belligerent  Conntrles. 

With  other  belligerent  countries,  the  decrease  in  trade  appears  in 
the  following  table: 


Countries. 


January- 
Juna. 


July-De- 
cember. 


Countries. 


January- 
June. 


July-De- 
cember. 


UPOBTS, 

Austria 

Belgium 

Fnmce 

England 


$1,435 

140,55$ 

657,584 

1,812,460 


115,932 
220,063 
769,800 


■xroBTs. 

Atutria. 

Belgium 

France  

England 


t3«4,28« 

13,173 

6,388,943 

320,839 


$2,284 


563,930 
170,889 


The  total  deficit  in  importation  with  all  belligerent  countries 
amounted  to  $2,519,552,  while  the  total  deficit  in  exportation  was 
$6,852,805. 

There  were  no  imparts  from  Austria,  Cuba,  or  Ecuador  during 
the  second  half  of  1914,  although  these  three  countries  were  on  the 
list  the  first  half  of  that  year. 

Impottt  from  Neutral  Countries. 

Venezuelan  import  trade  with  Italy  alone  increased  during  the  second 
half  of  1914,  while  Denmark,  Panama,  and  British  Guiana  appeared 
on  that  year's  list  of  imports  after  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The 
following  import  figures  are  given  for  trade  with  four  of  the  neutral 
countries  in  1914 : 


Countries. 


Spain , 

HolUnd 

Italy 

United  States 


January- 
June. 


$287,296 

914,577 

266,537 

3,257,191 


July- 
December. 


$194,390 

513,510 

280,990 

2,758,253 


There  were  no  exports  from  Venezuela  to  Belgium,  Grenada,  Ca- 
nary Islands,  and  Tobago  during  the  second  half  of  1914j  but  Bar- 
bados, Santo  Domingo,  and  Sweden  were  added  to  the  list  during 
that  period.  Exports  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  have  increased  as 
follows  with  the  countries  named:  United  States,  $120,847;  Italy, 
$83,954;  Curasao,  $57,776;  French  Guiana,  $26,953;  Porto  Rico, 
$626;  Panama,  $M1. 
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Exportation  with  neutral  and  belligerent  countries  named,  and 
with  others,  totaled  $11,766,031  in  the  second  half  of  1913,  and 
reached  $14,556,791  in  the  first  half  of  1914,  but  dropped  to  $6,962,741 
during  the  second  half  of  the  same  year,  showing  the  heavy  decrease 
in  trade  resulting  from  the  first  five  months  of  the  war. 
Trade  la  latter  Half  of  Tear. 

The  imports  and  exports  for  the  second  six  months  of  1914  were, 
for  the  entire  country,  as  follows: 


Coontiles. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  States 

t2, 758,253 
288,336 

14,747,251 

213,503 

2,284 

Trinidad 

S56,511 
6,355 
17,482 
33,795 

$345,219 
5,018 

British  Guiana 

Austxto.'. 

T>finmf^rV   ,      

P^tlglnm         

15,933 
4,337 

Panama 

636 

Cotombift 

34,219 

193 

230,408 

319,592 

663,920 

81,465 
170,889 
183,606 

French  Oulana 

46,467 

4,319 

1,331 

1,398 

193 

Cuba          

Porto  Rico 

3,851 
194,390 
220,063 
613,610 
760,860 
280,990 

Barbados       ." .    , 

Total. 

«,  182, 694 

6,960,801 

ItBiy 

A  comparison  between  1913  and  1914  in  relation  to  both  imports 
and  exports  is  given  in  the  following  figures :  Total  imports  for  1913, 
$18,223,103;  total  imports  for  1914,  $13,987,457;  decrease  in  imports, 
$4,235,646;  total  exports  for  1913,  $29,483,789;  total  exports  for  1914, 
$21,518,592;  decrease  in  exports,  $7,965,197;  decrease  in  total  foreign 
trade,  $12,200,843.  

DEVEIOFKEHT  OF  BTTSSIAH  FLAX  INDTTSTBT. 

[Consul  Qeneral  John  H.  Snodgraas,  Moscow,  May  20.] 

A  considerable  development  of  production  is  being  observed  in 
the  Russian  flax  industry.  In  some  concerns  the  numwr  of  spindles 
has  increased  by  4.3  per  cent,  and  all  flax  mills  are  working  at  full 
speed;  a  number  of  new  concerns  are  also  being  established.  After 
the  reconstructions  and  extensions  that  are  taking  place,  the  num- 
ber of  spindles  in  the  Russian  industry  will  be  increased  by  20,000 
or  22,000,  which  amounts  to  about  5  per  cent  of  the  whole  number, 
and  this  will  cause  an  increase  in  the  consumption  of  flax  of  4,500 
to  6,400  short  tons. 

In  connection  with  the  increased  production,  there  is  observed  a 
certain  lowering  of  the  average  standard  of  flax  thread.  Previous 
to  die  war  the  miest  flax  yam  was  produced  by  Ireland,  followed  by 
Eelgium  and  France,  Germany,  and  Russia,  the  average  standard 
of  the  Russian  yam  not  exceedmg  No.  15.  In  1900  77  per  cent  of 
the  total  quantity  of  linen  fabrics  manufactured  consisted  of  coarse 
fabrics,  such  as  sailcloth,  crash,  canvas,  bags  and  packing  material, 
and  only  23  per  cent  of  finer  and  medium  linen  cloth  and  damask. 
In  1908  the  corresponding  proportion  was  expressed  by  the  figures 
70.1  and  29.9  per  cent,  showing  a  certain  increase  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  finer  cloth.  However,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  there 
was  a  great  increase  in  the  demand  for  coarser  and  heavier  cloths, 
and  the  Russian  linen  industry  had  to  adapt  itself  to  the  production 
of  coarser  yam,  which  in  turn  causes  a  greater  consumption  of  flax. 
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FEBST  aUABTEB'S  TBADE  OF  TWO  CHINESE  FOBTS. 

[Consul  Lester  Mayoard,  Amoy,  May  18.] 

Amoy's  trade  during  the  first  three  months  of  1915,  in  the  prin- 
cipal articles  only,  shows  a  gain  of  almost  $100,000  over  the  corre- 
sponding quarter  of  1914,  based  on  values  derived  from  the  Foreign 
Chamber  of  Commerce's  statement  of  quantities  and  estimated  values 
in  accordance  with  market  quotations,  when  converted  to  United 
States  "gold.  These  values  (relating,  as  stated,  to  the  principal  ar- 
ticles) were: 


Months. 

1914 

1915. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

TotaL 

January  and  February 

March 

t?05,l«4 
1,246,245 

188,826 
103,259 

$893,990 
1,349,504 

1996,387 
1,058,082 

Sn3,140 
155,973 

tl,  109,537 
1,214,0(5 

Total 

2,051,409 

192,085 

2,243,494 

2,054,469 

209,113 

2,323,582 

Chinese  Ooods  Displacing  Foreign  Wares. 

A  study  of  the  chamber's  import  figures  discloses  the  fact  that  the 
value  of  the  goods  of  Chinese  origin  brought  from  other  Chinese 
ports  considerably  increased,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  the  preceding  year,  while  that  of  the  foreign  goods  im- 
poted  from  foreign  countries  declined,  resulting  in  a  trifling  gain  in 
the  total  value.  A  noteworthy  feature  is  the  absence  of  opium 
importations  during  the  first  quarter  of  1915,  whereas  in  the  like 
period  in  1914  opium  to  the  value  of  $97,521  was  imported. 

Decreases  in  foreign  imports  and  increases  in  the  importation  of 
native  goods  is  clearly  illustrated  in  yarns,  which  form  one  of 
Amoy's  chief  imports.  Bombay  yarns  fell  from  an  estimated  value 
of  $117,812  in  the  first  quarter  of  1914  to  $81,832  in  January-March, 
1915;  yarns  from  Hongkong  declined  from  $20,232  to  nil,  whereas 
Shanghai  yarns  increased  from  $57,133  to  $114,909.  This  applies, 
almost  without  exception,  to  all  of  the  principle  articles  entering 
into  the  import  trade  of  the  port  and  shows  the  gradual  substitution 
of  Chinese  made  or  grown  goods  for  foreign  articles. 

According  to  the  chamber  of  commerce  statistics,  exports  for  the 
first  three  months  of  1915  considerably  increased  over  those  of  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  principal  gains  appear  under 
paper  (which  rose  from  $32..')93  to  $48,(56),  rice  vermicelli  (which 
advanced  from  $8,832  to  $22,926),  sugar,  including  candy  (from 
$54,282  to  $113,647),  and  tobacco  (from  $44,480  to  $66,201). 

[A  summary  of  Amoy's  export  trade  with  the  Philippine  Islands 
appeared  in  Commerce  Keports  for  June  21,  1915.] 

Shipping  and  Exchange. 

In  January-March,  1914,  387  vessels,  of  555,500  tons,  entered  and 
cleared  at  Amoy,  those  flying  the  British  flag  numbering  206,  of 
304,430  tons;  Chinese,  42,  of  45,776  tons;  Dutch,  15,  of  46,665  tons; 
German,  8,  of  12,772  tons;  Japanese,  110,  of  138,461  tons;  and  Nor- 
wegian, 6,  of  7,396  tons.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year  no 
German  or  Norwegian  vessels  appeared  in  port,  and  the  British  ships 
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were  fewer  in  number,  the  quarter's  record  being:  British,  196,  of 
261,548  tons;  Chinese,  38,  of  37,170  tons;  Dutch,  16,  of  48,538  tons; 
and  Japanese,  116,  of  152,202  tons;  total,  365  vessels  and  499,458  tons. 
The  value  of  silver  being  greatly  depreciated,  exchange  dropped 
to  a  very  low  figure.  The  demand  rate  on  Hongkong  went  from  par 
to  6  per  cent.  As  more  than  half  of  this  port^  business  in  foreign 
goods  is  done  through  Hongkong,  and  as  all  foreign  exchange  is 
based  on  the  current  rate  in  Hongkong,  this  payment  of  6  per  cent 
to  buy  Hongkong  exchange  has  been  one  of  the  most  serious  draw- 
backs to  increased  foreign  importations. 

[Consul  J.  Paul  Jameson,  Antung,  May  28.] 
Icebound  Harbor  Affects  Antnng's  Trade. 

Usually  the  Yalu  River  opens  about  the  middle  of  March,  but  this 
year  Antung  was  icebound  during  the  entire  quarter.  Hence  there 
was  practically  no  importation  of  merchandise  from  the  United 
States  or  Europe,  as  these  wares  are  customarily  received  by  boat 
through  Shanghai. 

The  statistics  show  a  Japanese  monopoly  of  imports  into  Antung, 
the  goods  being  brought  in  over  the  Chosen  and  the  South  Manchuria 
Railways.  That  country  supplied  all  of  the  plain  gray  shirting 
(9,600  pieces)    and  sheeting    (951,731  pieces)    and  drills    (64,428 

?ieces),  and  all  but  33  pieces  of  the  jeans  (Japanese  jeans  totaling 
3,110  pieces) ;  also  all  of  the  cotton  yam,  sending  2,224,533  pounds, 
against  1,474,933  pounds  in  January-March,  1914— during  which 
latter  period  there  were  3,733  pounds  of  English  and  4,000  pounds 
of  Indian  yam  imported.  There  was,  however,  a  falling  off  in 
Antung's  imports  of  Japanese  cotton  cloth,  receipts  aggregating  but 
305,454  yards,  as  contrasted  with  1,966,196  yards  in  the  fii-st  three 
months  of  1914. 

Ko  Flour  Beoeived — Oains  la  Chief  Exports. 

Bags  were  imported  to  the  number  of  1,139,296,  against  334,186  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1914;  rice  to  the  extent  of  3,386,933  poimds, 
against  3,304,666  pounds  in  January-March,  1914;  maize,  329,866 
pounds,  against  103,066;  medicines,  $27,509,  against  $1,602;  but  no 
flour  was  received,  although  5,058,666  pounds  of  foreign  flour  were 
imported  in  the  first  three  months  of  1914,  and  there  were  substan- 
tial losses  in  the  quantities  of  foreign  galvanized  and  other  iron  and 
steel,  fish,  hides,  paper,  furs,  soap,  sugar,  and  timber  brought  in. 
The  absence  of  American  piece  goods,  kerosene,  and  flour  was  due,  as 
stated,  to  the  iceboimd  conditions  prevailing  during  January,  Febru- 
ary, and  March.  None  of  the  customary  Chinese  sundries  imported 
through  the  Maritime  Customs  reached  Antung  in  the  quarter  under 
review. 

In  the  export  trade  all  minor  articles  declined,  but  the  four  prin- 
cipal products — bean  cake  (of  which  2,997,333  pounds  were  exported 
in  the  quarter  under  review,  against  1,867,200  pounds  in  the  corre- 
tponding months  of  1914),  beans  (4,689,333  pounds,  against  2,276,933 
I)ounds),  raw  silk  (164,666  pounds,  against  96,533  pounds),  and 
timber— Showed  good  increases.  Shipments  of  wild  cocoons,  how- 
ever, amounted  to  only  133  pounds,  whereas  in  January-March,  1914, 
tiiese  exports  totaled  2,272,666  pounds. 
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STBEET  PAVnrO  IH  BSESLATT. 

[Consul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  Oermaoy.] 

A  very  casual  observation  of  the  street  paving  in  Breslau  as  well 
as  of  street-repair  operations  reveals,  among  other  evidences  of  sys- 
tematic efficiency,  the  distinguishing  characteristic  that  it  is  "  put  to 
stay."  Tom-up  streets  are  such  rare  occurrences  as  to  be  events  of 
noteworthy  importance.  This  is  all  the  more  remarkable  when  the 
natural  features  of  the  city  and  its  surroundings  are  considered. 

Lying  almost  literally  as  flat  as  a  floor  on  both  sides  of  the  main 
stream  of  the  Oder  and  half  inclosed  by  the  old  Oder  stream  at  an  ele- 
vation of  but  a  few  feet  above  high  water,  the  drainage  difficulties 
present  quite  a  problem  in  themselves.  Added  to  this  is  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  stratum  of  hard  rock  or  impervious  clay  to  form  a  natural 
foundation  for  buildings  or  a  natural  drainage  for  seepage.  Solid 
concrete  foundations,  therefore,  form  a  most  important  part  in  all 
street  paving. 
Oranite  Blocks  the  Chief  PavliiK  Material. 

Granite  blocks  have  been  used  for  2,059,153  square  yards  of  the 
city's  paving;  asphalt,  129,288  square  yards;  wood  blocks,  53,102 
square  yards ;  all  other  materials,  242,429  square  yards ;  or  a  total  of 
2,483,972  square  yards  of  paved  streets  in  Breslau.  Upon  these  thor- 
oughfares there  are  32.54  miles  of  municipal-owned  street  railways 
and  11.37  miles  of  privately  owned  lines.  Recent  track  repairs  on  one 
of  the  principal  business  streets  furnished  an  opportunity  to  observe 
this  work. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that  street  paving  and  repairs 
are  charged  jointly  to  the  city  paving  and  the  street  railway  accounts. 
The  work  is  let  out  on  contract  after  bids  have  been  submitted,  and 
the  lowest  bidder  is  not  necessarily  the  successful  one.  Definite 
specifications  show  the  contractor  just  what  is  wantedj  and  strict 
inspection  of  all  work  assures  the  city  that  it  is  getting  ]HSt  what  it 
expects.  Lawsuits  for  breach  of  contract  or  damage  suits  for  in- 
ferior and  imsatisfactory  work  are  practically  unknown.  Materials 
are  sometimes  supplied  by  the  city  and  sometimes  by  the  contractor 
or  by  separate  contractors.  The  large  supplies  of  goiod  paving  gran- 
ite right  here  in  the  Province  and  the  excellent  railway  facilities 
account  for  the  great  preponderance  of  this  material  in  street  con- 
struction. The  large  cement  works  in  the  vicinity  of  Oppeln  also 
account  for  the  extensive  use  of  concrete  foundations  in  all  opera- 
tions, and  there  are  abundant  quantities  of  good  building  sand  all 
along  the  Oder. 

Yet  this  large  amount  of  granite  block  paving  does  not  necessarily 
mean  noisy  streets.    In  fact,  traffic  on  these  streets  is  almost  as  quiet 
as  on  asphalt.    As  to  durability,  there  can  be  no  comparison  between 
the  two  materials. 
Car  Tracks  laid  on  Concrete  Foundation. 

In  the  tearing-up  operation  for  the  above-mentioned  repairs,  the 
lasting  qualities  of  the  granite-block  paving  became  apparent.  With 
no  particular  weak  point  at  which  to  begin,  it  was  necessary  to  ham- 
mer one  block  to  pieces  before  the  rest  could  be  removed.  Since  all 
the  crevices  between  the  blocks  are  filled  with  cement  mortar  instead 
of  sand,  each  individual  block  had  to  be  literally  chiseled  out  of  its 
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place.  When  enough  paving  had  been  removed  to  make  the  neces- 
sary repairs  to  the  car  tracks,  these  blocks  were  all  carefully  cleaned 
for  further  use  and  neatly  piled  along  the  tracks  and  along  the  pave- 
ment so  as  to  offer  the  least  possible  obstruction  to  traffic.  The  con- 
crete foundation  was  in  perfect  order  all  along  the  line,  and  not  one 
Xire  foot  of  it  had  to  oe  renewed  or  repaired.  The  car  tracks  are 
laid  right  upon  this  foundation  and  no  sleepers,  either  of  wood 
or  metal,  are  used.  The  tracks,  however,  are  held  together  by  ties 
placed  about  10  feet  apart. 

When  the  new  tracks  were  in  place  and  before  the  repaving  was 
started,  a  filling  of  thick  cement  and  sand  mortar  was  placed  along 
both  sides  of  the  rail  web  between  the  upper  and  lower  flanges,  so 
as  to  leave  no  space  between  the  paving  blocks  and  the  tracks.  The 
paving  was  then  replaced,  square  oetween  rails  and  diagonal  between 
the  outer  rails  and  the  curb.  Before  resetting  the  blocks,  the  old 
sand  was  removed  and  screened  to  eliminate  all  bits  of  broken  stone 
and  mortar  and  then  replaced. 

Cement  Kortar  Used  as  Tilling. 

The  paving  blocks  themselves  are  carefully  dressed  so  as  to  have 
one  side  smooth.  This  side,  of  course,  is  turned  up.  The  camber  is 
such  as  to  secure  the  best  possible  drainage  without  any  large  ac- 
ciunulation  of  water.  Inasmuch  as  the  surface  is  veryflat,  there  are 
often  three  or  more  sewer  inlets  in  one  city  square.'  When  a  section 
of  blocks  has  been  laid  water  is  poured  between  the  crevices  and  each 
block  is  solidly  tamped  into  place.  The  crevices  are  then  filled  to 
the  top  with  a  thin  cement  mortar  which  not  only  binds  the  blocks 
together  but  incidentally  fills  up  any  irregularities  in  the  sand  bed. 
The  advantages  of  this  cement  mortar  fillmg  over  sand  are  further 
emphasized  by  the  fact  that  it  makes  a  smooth  surface  with  the  top 
of  the  granite  blocks  and  thus  prevents  the  noise  and  rough  riding 
so  common  on  ordinary  block  paving.  At  the  same  time  it  makes 
less  dust  than  sand  filling  in  dry  weather  and  provides  perfect  drain- 
age in  wet  weather. 

1  With  all  this  thorough  attention  to  details,  it  will  be  admitted  that 
the  work  is  necessarily  slow  in  comparison  with  American  practice. 
But  when  its  lasting  qualities  are  considered  and  when  the  practical 
elimination  of  constant  repairs  is  desired,  it  must  also  be  admitted 
that  street  paving  done  well  in  the  beginning  is  work  well  done  for 
the  future. 

HEW  BSAZniAH  XDHHa  LAW. 

Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottschalk  has  forwarded  from 
Bio  de  Janeiro  an  exhaustive  analysis  of  the  mining  law  of  Brazil 
promulgated  January  6, 1915,  This  analysis,  which  covers  30  manu- 
script pages,  treats,  as  regards  mines  in  general,  of  (1)  general  pro- 
visions; (2)  the  ownership  of  mines;  prospecting  and  mining;  (3) 
rights  of  way  and  rights  of  use;  (4)  mining  inspection ;  and,  as 
regards  mines  which  are  the  property  of  the  Federal  Government, 
discusses  (1)  prospecting  and  tne  concession  of  mines;  (2)  the  inspec- 
tion of  nunes;  (3)  fees;  and  (4)  general  provisions  and  transitory 
provisions.  The  manuscript  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  For> 
eign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
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INCBEASED  RTTBBEB  YIELD  IN  MALAY  STATES. 

[Vice  Consul  Caspar  L.  Drcler,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  May  12  and  13.] 

Figures  from  the  list  of  rubber  estates  throughout  the  Federated 
Malay  States,  with  their  production  for  1914,  the  amount  of  increase 
over  their  estimates,  and  the  rate  of  increase  in  production  over  1913, 
show  that  the  rate  of  incrcasp  runs  from  9  to  77  per  cent.  Estates 
vary  considerably,  with  very  few,  however,  showing  a  percentage 
under  20  per  cent,  while  77  per  cent  is  unusually  high,  the  average 
being  about  25  per  cent. 

The  yield  per  acre  varies  from  230  to  447  poimds,  the  prevailing 
figure  being  between  300  and  350  pounds  per  acre. 

Serious  Sestmction  by  Storm. 

Severe  storms  have  in  the  past  wrought  such  destruction  to  rubber 
trees  in  the  Klang  district  as  to  open  up  new  uncertainty  of  rubber 
investments.  The  Tin  and  Rubber  Journal  of  Malaysia  states  that 
for  the  first  time  there  has  been  destruction  by  storm  on  such  a  scale 
that  it  could  seriously  be  said  to  aflfect  the  financial  position  of 
estates.  The  losses  sustained  are  reported  to  be  heavy,  and  even  if  it 
is  assumed  that  they  are  overestimated  at  $1,200,000,  each  estate  will 
be  seriously  handicapped. 

In  the  days  of  the  rubber  boom  people  got  into  rubber  with  inflated 
ideas.  The  industry  has  had  one  or  two  setbacks  since  the  boom,  and 
economic  views  had  to  undergo  some  modification,  but  there  was  stiU 
retained  a  basis  of  anticipated  high  returns,  which  probably  has  been 
detrimental  to  the  industry. 

Great  Increase  In  Area  Planted. 

Developments  in  the  rubber  industry  in  Malaya  are  indicated  by 
figures  quoted  from  Mr.  Herbert  Wright's  book  on  Para  rubber.  In 
1897,  estates  in  Malaya  were  compressed  into  350  acres.  Ten  years 
afterward  they  had  increased  360  times.  In  1902,  less  than  7,500 
acres  had  been  planted.  Five  years  later  seventeen  times  that  amount 
was  under  rubber.  Nearly  all  this  was  virgin  jungle  prior  to  its 
being  planted  with  rubber,  and  had  to  be  cleared  before  any  planting 
operations  could  be  begun. 

In  1906  there  was  a  tremendous  development.  The  demand  for 
rubber  was  enormous  and  speculators  rushed  to  put  land  under  culti- 
vation. It  is  stated  that  in  this  year  alone  150,000  acres  were  alien- 
ated for  rubber  cultivation.  The  next  year  this  growth  was  in- 
creased to  179,227  acres,  and  in  1908  to  241,138  acres,  1909  and  1910 
having  increases  of  292,035  and  400,000,  respectively. 

A  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Malay  States  Information  Agency  points 
out  that  in  1911  the  total  acreage  imder  rubber  was  542,877,  while 
in  1912  it  reached  621,621  acres,  and  at  the  end  of  1912  there  were 
1,055  rubber  estates  of  over  100  acres  in  extent,  the  average  yield 
per  acre  being  250  pounds. 

Industry  Protected  by  Oovemment. 

These  figures  give  an  indication  of  the  money  that  has  gone  into 
the  industrjr  and  of  the  position  it  has  attained  in  the  economic 
system.    It  is  protected  by  the  Grovemment. 
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The  disaster  ■which  befell  the  estates  in  Klang  probably  will  be 
better  overcome  on  the  present  sounder  economic  basis  than  other- 
wise would  have  been  the  case.  It  does  not  mean,  however,  that  the 
companies  will  not  suffer  considerably,  but  merely  that  they  will  be 
better  able  to  weather  future  storms. 


EAW  JUTE  UNLOADED  EAPIDLT  AT  SCOTCH  POET. 

[Consul  B.  Haldeman  Dennlson,  Dundee,  Scotland,  June  18.] 

The  great  bulk  of  the  commerce  of  this  port  is  with  the  Scandina- 
vian, Continental,  and  Indian  ports  in  the  importation  of  wood,  food- 
stuffs, and  raw  jute,  the  last  of  which  forms  the  basis  of  Dundee's 
principal  industir.  It  is  brought  here  in  large  quantities,  about 
1,000,000  bales,  of  400  pounds  weight  each,  being  used  annually.  It 
is  therefore  a  matter  of  importance  that  the  large  vessels  carrying 
this  merchandise  should  be  discharged  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
and  the  efforts  of  the  harbor  authorities  to  this  end  have  met  with 
success  in  the  "hydraulic  jigger."  These  machines  are  5-hundred- 
weight  movable  jigger  hoists.  They  have  rams  7^  inches  in  diameter, 
with  2  feet  2  inches  stroke,  and  by  means  of  multiplying  sheaves  and 
drums  can  lift  a  full  load  50  feet  at  the  rate  of  12  feet  per  second. 

The  pressure  pipes  are  laid  under  the  deck  planking  of  the  wharf, 
and  have  numerous  jigger  connections  conveniently  placed.  The 
average  quantity  of  water  used  at  each  lift  is  about  3  gallons,  vary- 
ing, of  course,  according  to  the  depth  of  hold. 

Stage  Xtviis  from  Wharf  to  Hatchway. 

A  stage  on  trestles  runs  from  the  wharf  to  the  steamer's  hatchway. 
The  bales  are  hoisted  by  a  hemp  rope  passing  from  the  jigger  drum 
over  a  pulley  on  the  ship's  derrick  and  are  received  by  a  man  and 
pulled  to  the  stage.  Sliding  to  the  wharf,  they  are  wheeled  to  the 
transit  sheds,  weighed,  and  loaded  on  lorries  by  the  harbor  porters. 

Capacity  of  Jiggers  In  Diseharglag  Bales. 

These  jiggers  are  capable  of  discharging  85  bales  of  400  pounds  each 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  340  bales  in  an  hour.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, possible  to  maintain  this  rate  continuously  for  any  length  of 
time.  An  ordinary  rate  is  170  bales  per  hour,  so  that  a  steamer 
with  eight  jiggers  working  could  discharge  1,360  bales  per  hour. 

In  a  recent  instance  a  cargo  of  33,000  bales  was  discharged  in  32 
hours,  including  stoppages  and  broken  time,  and  on  a  previous 
occasion  a  cargo  of  45,000  bales  was  discharged  in  44  hours. 

Another  advantage  claimed  for  this  method  of  discharge  is  that 
the  loading,  selection,  and  separation  are  all  done  on  the  quay.  As 
each  bale  is  landed  the  porter  wheels  it  at  once  to  the  place  assigned 
in  the  shed  for  its  particular  mark.  The  harbor  trustees  charge 
2  shillings  per  100  bales  for  the  use  of  these  jiggers,  which  are  used 
only  for  discharging  jute. 

[Photographs  showing  the  hydraulic  jigger  in  operation,  and 
others  showing  the  interior  of  a  jute  shed  and  a  lorry  loaded  with 
jute,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.] 
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AHEBICAN  BTTSIITESS  ENTESFSISES  IH  BXJSSIA. 

[CoDsul  North  'Winshtp,  Petrograd,  Uay  29.] 

According  to  the  decision  of  the  Russian  Council  of  State,  con- 
firmed by  the  Emperor  June  25,  1904,  United  States  companies  and 
other  coinmercial  and  trading  associations  enjoy  full  rights  in  Bussia, 
including  the  right  to  legal  defense  according  to  Russian  law.  No 
matter  what  the  origin  of  foreign  companies,  including  American 
companies,  they  are  recognized  and  defended  by  Russian  law  if  they 
maintain  offices  in  Russia  and  transact  business  with  Russian  subjects. 
This  recognition  under  the  Russian  law,  however,  does  not  give  them 
the  right  to  trade  in  Russia  without  the  permission  of  the  Russian 
Government. 

While  all  dealings  of  such  companies  and  associations  with  Rus- 
sian subjects  are  covered  by  the  Russian  law,  the  internal  affairs  of 
such  companies,  such  as  disputes  between  partners  or  stockholders  or 
between  stockholders  and  the  company  itself,  if  the  branch  office  is 
made  plaintiff,  are  imder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Russian  courts,  but 
are  to  be  decided  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  the 
company  was  formed.     (Code  of  Civil  Legal  Procedure,  Art.  224.) 

A  branch  office  must  purchase  a  trading  patent  or  license  in  tho 
Merchants'  Guild  and  can  then  operate  freely  in  Russia.  The  price 
of  these  licenses  varies  from  $50  to  $250. 

Kequlrements  for  Keal  Estate  Permit 

If  a  company  intends  to  start  operations  in  Russia  as  a  regular 
industrial  enterprise  and  desires  to  have  the  right  of  acquiring  or 
leasing  real  estate,  permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  Min^ry 
of  Trade  and  Industry.  The  petition  for  such  permit  must  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  and  the  Council  of 
Ministers,  and  then  confirmed  by  the  Emperor.  The  applicant  is 
then  informed  that  his  petition  has  been  granted  and  the  statutes 
of  the  company  are  published  in  the  Collection  of  Governmental 
Orders  and  JLaws,  and  take  effect  upon  publication.  Such  a  petition 
should  be  accompanied  by  two  internal-revenue  stamps  of  1.25  rubles 
each  ($0.64).  The  draft  of  the  statutes  must  bear  a  1.25-ruble  stamp 
on  each  sheet.  [Temporarily  instead  of  1.25  rubles  for  the  stamps 
on  the  petition  and  on  each  sheet  of  the  draft  stamps  of  the  2-ruble 
($1.03)  denomination  must  be  attached.] 

TTie  above  petition  must  contain  the  following  statements : 

(1)  The  name  of  the  company  and  the  purpose  of  Its  operations  In  Russia. 

(2)  The  amount  of  the  sum  assigned  for  the  maintenance  and  conduct  of  the 
company's  business  in  Russia. 

(3)  A  pledge  that  the  company  will  comply  with  all  the  laws  and  regulations 
governing  the  operations  that  they  are  to  undertake  In  Russia,  now  In  existence 
or  hereafter  to  be  promulgated,  and  also  to  comply  with  the  rules  concerning 
direct  taxes  and  such  laws  and  regulations  as  may  thereafter  be  promulgated 
regarding  direct  taxes. 

(4)  That  the  company  will  purchase  or  lease  property  under  the  provisions 
of  the  general  laws  in  force  or  to  be  promulgated  and  particularly  according 
to  the  supplement  to  article  830  (note  2),  vol.  10,  of  the  Code  of  Laws,  edition  of 
1899,  exclusively  for  the  needs  of  the  company,  on  certification  by  the  local 
authorities  that  such  real  estate  Is  necessary. 

(5)  That  all  payments  due  to  the  company  and  the  value  of  all  the  comimny's 
real  and  movable  property  will  be  applied  primarily  to  the  extinguishment  of 
claims  arising  from  the  company's  operations  In  Russia. 

(6)  That  a  special  responsible  agent  will  be  appointed  to  manage  the  com- 
pany's affairs  in  Russia,  and  that  he  will  be  given  the  power  and  authority 
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from  tbe  company  necesBary  to  make  bim  the  legal  agent  of  the  company. 
Snob  nn  agent  must  respond  In  tbe  company's  name  in  all  lawsuits  in 
which  tbe  company  may  be  made  defendant  in  Bussia  and  decide  all  ques- 
tions without  delay  and  in  the  name  of  tbe  company  which  may  arise  either 
on  tbe  liiitlatlTe  of  tbe  Kusslan  (Joyemment  or  on  tbe  initiative  of  prlyate 
persons  or  i)ersons  employed  by  tbe  company's  branch,  Including  workmen. 

Tbe  company  must  inform  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry  whom  it 
intends  to  appoint  as  such  ogent  and  where  tbe  agent  will  maintain  his  resi- 
dence.  Tbe  same  information  must  be  conveyed  to  tbe  authorities  of  the 
Province  (gubemaya,  oblast)  wherein  the  company's  office  and  agent  will  be 
located,  as  well  as  tbe  same  authorities  In  the  Province  wherein  the  company's 
real  estate  will  lie,  and  also  tbe  tax  offices.  Tbe  same  information  must  also 
be  published  In  the  Governmental  Messenger  and  tbe  Messenger  of  Trade  and 
Finance,  as  weU  as  in  tbe  papers  of  tbe  two  residence  cities,  Petrograd  and 
Moscow,  and  tbe  provincial  papers  where  tbe  offices  or  real  estate  of  the  com- 
pany is  situated  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  for  such  publications.  Simi- 
lar information  and  publication  are  required  in  case  of  any  change  In  the 
company's  agent  or  place  of  residence.  The  bookkeeping  for  all  the  company's 
operations  in  Russia  must  be  maintained  in  the  offices  of  the  responsible  agent 

According  to  articles  471-473,  470,  and  479  of  tbe  Code  of  Laws,  volume  5, 
edition  of  1903,  concerning  direct  taxes  the  responsible  agent  must  (a)  present 
tbe  company's  yearly  report  in  duplicate  to  tbe  Ministry  of  Trade  and  In- 
dostty.  Department  of  Commerce,  and  in  quadruplicate  to  tbe  tax  office  of  tbe 
district  wherein  tbe  responsible  agent  resides  within  two  months  from  date 
of  the  company's  annual  meeting  at  wMcb  the  yearly  report  was  accepted. 
At  tbe  same  time  full  accounts  and  balance  sheets  of  the  company's  operations 
in  general,  and  of  tbe  company's  operations  in  Russia  in  particular,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  report  was  accepted, 
must  also  be  presented  to  the  above  authorities;  (b)  publish  in  tbe  Messenger 
of  Trade  and  Finance  extracts  from  the  company's  yearly  report.  These  ex- 
tracts xnust  show  tbe  company's  capital,  tbe  funds  designated  for  main- 
tmance  of  tbe  company's  operation  in  Russia,  tbe  reserve  funds,  etc.,  the  profit 
and  loss  accounts  for  Uie  Russian  branch,  and  tbe  amount  of  net  profits  of 
the  Rassian  branch;  (c)  furnish  to  tbe  local  tax  office  all  additional  informa- 
tion tbat  may  be  required  to  verify  accounts,  under  penalty  for  noncompliance 
according  to  articles  473  and  533  of  the  Regulations  Concerning  Direct  Taxes; 
(d)  in  tbe  cases  mentioned  In  article  479  of  the  above  regulations  tbe  company's 
branch  must  open  its  books,  vouchers,  and  files  to  tbe  Inspection  of  tbe  tax 
office  to  establish  tbe  amount  of  net  profit. 

(7  )  A  pledge  that  tbe  company  agrees  to  be  bound  by  the  decisions  of  the  Rus- 
sian courts  in  all  cases  of  dispute  between  tbe  company  and  tbe  Russian 
Govemm«it,  or  between  tbe  company  and  private  persons,  provided  that  such 
disputes  arise  from  tbe  company's  operations  in  Russia. 

(8)  That  the  company's  activities  in  Russia  will  be  strictly  limited  to  tbe  aims 
mentioned  In  paragraph  1;  to  amalgamations  with  other  similar  companies  or 
enterprises;  to  either  Increasing  or  decreasing  tbe  company's  total  capital 
or  tbe  amount  thereof  alloted  to  maintain  tbe  company's  operations  in  Russia ; 
to  Issuing  bonds;  to  changing  tbe  operative  year,  for  which  permit  must  be  ob- 
tained from  tbe  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry. 

(9)  To  inform  the  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  by  letter  of  any  changes  In 
tbe  statutes  of  the  company  that  do  not  affect  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  company's 
business  in  Russia;  similarly,  to  Inform  tbe  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry 
of  tbe  company's  intention  to  liquidate. 

<10)  A  pledge  that  if  tbe  company  should  cease  its  operations  In  Russia 
it  must  comply  with  all  tbe  laws  in  force  or  thereafter  to  be  promulgated 
regarding  liquidation  of  its  affairs  in  Russia. 

Expenses — ^Foreign  Xanagers — Representatives. 

Begarding  the  establishment  of  such  a  concern  in  Bussia  and  the 
lawyer's  fees  for  procuring  the  necessary  permit  from  the  Ministry 
of  Trade  and  Industry  and  other  ezx>enses  involved,  no  exact  figure 
can  be  set ;  but  they  run  from  $260  to  $600. 

If  foreign  capital  is  invested  in  a  Bussian  enterprise,  a  manager 
representing  the  nationality  of  the  capital  may  be  appointed,  and 
the  manner  may  have  assistants  of  the  same  nationabty.    It  is  also 
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possible  to  liave  a  foreign  manager  and  staff,  even  if  no  foreign  capi- 
tal is  engaged  in  the  business. 

The  right  to  own  real  estate  in  Russia  must  be  obtained  by  for- 
eigners from  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  in  each  case,  and  the  min- 
ister fixes  the  exact  amount  and  location  of  such  real  property. 

Commercial  travelers  are  described  by  the  Russian  laws  as  follows: 
"  Persons  who  take  orders  for  goods  and  trade  in  goods  on  account 
of  their  principals."  Such  representatives  should  in  all  cases  be  sup- 
plied with  a  power  of  attorney  to  buy  or  sell  in  the  name  of  their 
principals  and  the  power  of  attorney  should  be  viseed  by  a  Russian 
consular  oflScer  in  the  United  States.  Foreign  commercial  firms  may 
employ  traveling  representatives  on  payment  of  a  commercial  tax  of 
about  $75  yearly.  In  case  a  renewal  license  is  taken  out  it  may  be 
taken  for  a  half  year.  These  traveling  representatives  pay  a  personal 
tax  amounting  to  about  $25  per  annum,  or  half  that  amoimt  for  a 
half  year. 

Representatives  or  members  of  a  firm  may  travel  in  Russia  to 
study  the  market  without  paying  a  tax  and  need  only  an  American 
passport  properly  visaed  by  a  Russian  consular  officer  in  the  United 
States. 

Resident  representatives  and  agents  (Torgovye  posredniJd),  who 
do  not  travel  for  orders  but  obtain  orders  throughout  Russia  for 
foreign  firms  in  their  own  names  and  who  have  no  office  establish- 
ment or  clerks,  must  provide  themselves  with  personal  trading 
licenses  of  the  fourth  class,  which  cost  $17.50  each  in  Moscow  and 
Petrograd  and  range  from  $5  to  $12  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
Provinces.  Should  the  agent  take  an  office  and  employ  clerks  or 
maintain  a  warehouse  or  store,  still  buying  and  selling  in  his  own 
name,  he  must  pay  $250  for  a  trading  license. 

Sample* — Store  Kent — Fees  Paid  by  Stock  Companiet. 

Commercial  travelers  who  are  identified  by  the  firms  for  which 
they  are  working  are  allowed  to  bring  with  them  samples  and  models, 
but  not  goods.  Articles  ordinarily  dutiable  are  admitted  free  of  duty 
when  imported  by  merchants  or  commercial  travelers  as  samples  or 
models,  and  are  likewise  allowed  to  be  reexported  free  of  duty  on 
condition  that  they  are  reexported  within  one  year,  provided  that 
the  articles  imported  or  reexported  are  of  a  legitimate  character. 
To  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege,  commercial  travelers  must  pro- 
duce their  licenses  to  the  customs  authorities  while  the  goods  are 
still  in  the  customhouse.    The  reexportation  of  the  samples  must  be 

{guaranteed  by  the  deposit  of  a  sum  equivalent  to  the  duties  to  be 
evied  on  them  at  the  customhouse  through  which  the  samples  enter 
Russia,  or  a  corresponding  bond  must  be  given.  Should  the  date 
fixed  for  the  reexportation  of  said  samples  expire  before  they  are 
reexported,  the  money  deposited  as  guaranty  is  claimed  by  the 
Government. 

The  rent  of  a  f,tore  on  the  Newsky  prospect  in  Petrograd  amounts 
to  $5,000  to  $15,000  annually. 

The  founder  of  a  stock  company  to  be  organized  in  Russia  is  gen- 
erally supposed  to  be  a  Russian,  though  there  have  been  exceptions 
to  this  rule.  A  stamp  duty  of  $5  per  $500  of  capital  must  be  paid 
immediately  on  confirmation  of  their  status,  ana  the  Government 
charges  25  kopecks  ($0.13)  for  printing  each  share.    The  expenses 
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of  engraving,  amounting  to  about  $100,  are  also  paid  by  the  com- 
pany. 

Stock  companies  organized  in  Kussia,  i.  e.,  Russian  companies, 
pay  a  tax  of  15  kopecks  ($0.08)  on  each  $50  of  the  capital  in  stoclcs 
(increased  during  the  continuance  of  the  war)  and  from  3  to  6^ 
per  cent  on  the  net  profits,  according  to  the  amount.  Employees, 
members  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  officials  pay  an  industrial 
tax  amounting  to  2  to  3  per  cent  of  their  salaries.  Minute  and 
complicated  insurance  fees  are  to  be  paid  for  each  workman  em- 
ployed, and  no  workman  can  be  discharged  without  two  weeks' 
notice.  All  fines  levied  on  workmen  for  carelessness  or  drunkenness 
accrue  to  a  fund  under  the  supervision  of  the  district  factory  in- 
spector. . 

THE  T^TIHO  OF  BUBBEB  GOODS. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  is  about  to 
iaaae  the  third  edition  of  a  circular  on  the  testing  of  rubber  goods, 
which  will  be  free  on  application.  This  publication,  which  has  been 
very  much  enlarged,  is  fully  illustrated  and  describes  in  detail  the 
method  of  procedure  in  conducting  physical  and  chemical  tests  of 
rat^r.  The  testing  machines  and  apparatus  developed  at  the 
Bureau  of  Standards  greatly  facilitate  the  testing  of  rubber,  and 
the  <^ject  of  this  circular  is  to  assist  manufacturers  and  consumers 
in  establishing  standard  specifications  and  standard  methods  of  test. 
The  subject  matter  proper  is  introduced  by  a  brief  outline  of  the 
processes  through  which  rubber  passes  before  reaching  the  factory, 
followed  by  a  ^ort  description  of  the  usual  processes  of  manufac- 
ture, which  include  washing,  drying,  compoimding,  "maMng-up" 
various  articles,  and  vulcanizing.  The  physical  tests  most  commonly 
employed  are  explained  very  thoroughly.  These  include  tests  for 
tensile  strength,  ultimate  elongation,  and  elasticity.  Conditions 
affecting  the  results  of  tests  are  discussed  at  some  length,  and  experi- 
mental data  are  given  to  show  the  necessity  of  a  standard  procedure 
in  testing. 

A  general  discussion  of  the  chemistry  of  rubber  is  followed  by  a 
brief  explanation  of  the  object  of  each  of  the  analytical  determina- 
tions that  are  commonly  made.  After  this  there  are  given  in  detail 
the  methods  in  use  at  the  Bureau  for  each  of  these  determinations. 
They  are  not  entirely  original,  but  have  been  compiled  from  the 
various  publications  on  rubber  analysis,  from  the  information  gained 
through  the  routine  testing  of  rubber  goods  for  delivery  on  Gov- 
ernment contracts,  and  from  cooperative  research  with  various 
scientific  organizations. 

The  tentative  method  of  analysis  and  specification  for  30  per  cent 
Heves  insulation  compounds,  adopted  by  the  joint  Eubber  Insula- 
tion Committee,  and  next  given. 

A  bibliography  listing  the  more  important  books  and  journals 
devoted  to  rubber  and  the  Bureau's  regulations  regarding  the  test- 
ing of  rubber  goods  conclude  the  circular. 


American  bitulithic  paving  material  is  to  be  used  in  the  paving  of 
Antofogasta,  Chile. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


98  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

lUFBOVINO  TRADE  PROSPECTS  DT  TimNAN  PROVINCE. 

[Consul  General  Oeorge  E.  Anderson,  May  20.] 

In  a  general  way  trade  prospects  in  southern  China  seem  to  be 
improving.  Conditions  along  the  West  Kiver  in  Kwangsi  Province 
are  reported  by  Chinese  middle  men  as  considerably  improved  over 
what  tnejr  were  three  months  ago.  There  is  an  improved  demand  for 
cotton  piece  goods,  and  some  of  the  considerable  stocks  on  hand  in 
Hongkong  are  being  absorbed  by  this  up-river  trade.  Cotton  yam 
prospects  also  are  improving.  The  kerosene  trade  is  somewhat  im- 
proved, though  piracy  has  been  interfering  with  it  to  a  very  material 
extent. 

Hew  Enterprises  Will  Call  for  Construction  HateriaL 

In  Yimnan  Province  correspondents  report  considerable  activity 
in  prospect.  A  waterworks  system  for  Yjinnanfu  is  now  being  se- 
riously considered  and  a  proposition  from  a  Hongkong  firm  (She- 
van.  Tomes  &  Co.)  seems  likely  to  be  accepted.  It  is  proposed  to 
spend  about  $300,000  local  currency^  or  about  $132,000  gold  at  present 
exchange,  upon  the  initial  enterprise.  Of  this  capital  the  Govern- 
ment will  furnish  one-third  and  private  capital  two-thirds. 

Tali-fu  is  agitating  for  an  electric-lighting  system,  and  a  Chinese 
company  is  being  formed  to  furnish  it.  So  far  capital  is  somewhat 
reluctant  to  come  forth,  but,  inasmuch  as  the  city  is  an  important 
one,  and  other  Chinese  cities  in  the  Province  are  enjoying  satisfac- 
tory electric-light  services  with  profit  to  all  concerned,  it  seems 
probable  that  the  new  concern  will  oe  effectively  organized.  Modem 
bridges  are  being  called  for  in  various  parts  of  tue  Province,  and 
Hongkong  firms  m  a  position  to  bid  on  such  work  have  a  number  of 
propositions  under  consideration.  However,  in  view  of  high  freight 
rates  and  the  increased  cost  of  all  structural  steel,  it  is  doubtful  if 
any  such  work  will  be  done  for  the  present. 

status  of  Other  Promlslns  Development. 

Nothing  further  has  developed  concerning  the  railway  to  the  Ko- 
chiu  tin  mines.  Chinese  capitalists  concerned  are  ready  to  take  some 
advanced  action,  but  the  situation  is  more  or  less  completely  in  the 
control  of  the  French  authorities  in  Indo-China  through  the  French 
Bailway  into  Yunnan,  and  the  transit  charges  on  all  materials  im- 
ported from  countries  other  than  France  and  passing  through  Indo- 
China.  At  present  the  Chinese  are  indisposed  to  give  in  to  French 
demands  and  are  again  turning  to  the  development  of  the  proposed 
railway  route  from  Yunnanf u  to  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  West 
River  near  Po-seh. 

In  general  the  condition  of  the  Province  is  reported  as  prosperous. 
The  spring  harvest  is  reported  eight-tenths  good.  There  is  increased 
production  of  cotton  over  considerable  areas.  Some  opium  is  still 
cultivated  in  remote  places  in  spite  of  the  inhibition  of^the  crop  by 
the  Government  at  Peking.  There  is  considerable  interference  with 
the  trade  of  the  Province  dv  the  war.  The  export  of  antimony,  cop- 
per, and  spelter  is  practically  stopped  because,  as  contraband  oi  war, 
the  French  authorities  will  not  transport  them  through  Indo-China 
except  for  themselves  and  at  substantially  their  own  prices.  The  ex- 
port of  tin  is  also  interfered  with  in  the  same  way,  though  the  export 
IS  continued  by  special  arrangements,  including  the  permission  neces- 
sary to  reexport  it  from  Hongkong  after  refining. 
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SHESIAN  nrDTJSTEiAI  NOTES. 

t  Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  Breslan,  Germany,  June  14.] 
SeTtnlldlag  of  QrlstmiU  Opposed. 

The  Amrand  gristmill,  one  of  Breslau's  oldest  and  most  famous 
establishments,  was  burned  to  the  ground  on  the  night  of  March  19. 
Opposition  to  its  rebuilding  has  developed,  it  having  been  sug- 
gested that  the  site  be  used  instead  for  a  new  municipal  electric  plant 
and  another  bridge  across  the  Oder  to  relieve  the  congestion  of  traffic 
at  this  point. 
Sattsfactory  Tear  In  the  Sugar  Industry. 

The  board  of  trustees  of  the  Zuckerfabrik  Frobeln  A.  G.,  in 
session  at  Breslau  June  10,  resolved  to  propose  to  the  general  session 
to  be  held  July  12,  (1)  the  writing  off  on  plant  of  $47,838,  as  against 
$33,082  in  the  preceding  year;  (2)  the  distribution  of  a  16  per  cent 
dividend,  against  11  per  cent  in  1914;  (3)  the  increasing  of  the 
reserve  fimd  by  $17,850,  against  $9,520;  and  of  (4)  the  officers'  and 
■workmen's  compensation  fund  by  $4,760  (or  just  double  that  of  the 
preceding  year)  and  (5)  the  carrying  forward  of  $16,184,  against 
^,618  in  the  preceding  fiscal  twelvemonth. 
Upper  ffileslan  Cement  Industry. 

The  demand  for  Upper  Silesian  cement  and  lime  has  recently  be- 
come more  lively  and  sales  have  considerably  increased  over  previous 
months.  This  is  largely  due  to  rebuilding  operations  in  EastlPrussia. 
Prices  of  cement  remain  the  same  as  last  year,  while  lime  is  quoted  at 
an  advance  of  15  pfennigs  (3^  cents)  per  barrel.  This  is  explained 
by  the  large  quantities  of  cement  and  lime  now  on  hand  by  reason  of 
rae  loss  of  most  of  the  export  business  since  the  opening  of  the  war. 

War  Coal  Company  for  East  Prussia. 

In  order  to  abolish  the  abuses  and  irregularities  which  have  mani- 
fested themselves  since  the  opening  of  the  war  in  supplying  coal  to 
the  inhabitants  of  East  Prussia,  a  "war  coal  company"  has  been 
organized.  Ten  of  the  most  important  coal-mining  and  fuel  com- 
panies of  Grermany  are  connected  with  this  orgamzation,  each  of 
which  is  represented  on  the  board  of  trustees.  The  company  under- 
takes to  procure,  forward,  and  distribute  all  kinds  of  fuel  to  the  civil 
population  of  East  Prussia.  The  State  has  given  a  guaranty  amount- 
ing to  $1,428,000  for  the  formation  of  a  joint-stock  company  for  this 
purpose.  Any  profits  above  5  per  cent  are  to  be  returned  to  the  Min- 
ister of  Labor  for  popular  purposes.  The  headquarters  of  the  com- 
Sany  at  present  are  at  Lennestrasse  5,  Berlin  W.  9.  Beginning  with 
une  15  the  war  tariff  on  all  coal  delivered  to  East  Prussia  will  be 
refunded  to  the  shippers,  provided  at  least  200,000  tons  are  sent  to  the 
same  consignee. 

WHEAT  CBOF  DAMAGED  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  June  13.] 

American  wheat  growers  should  be  advised  to  watch  the  market 
in  Spain.  The  newspapers  of  Madrid  comment  on  the  damage  done 
to  the  growing  crop  by  the  severe  rain  and  hail  storms  of  the  past 
three  days. 
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AOBICTTITTJBAL  IKPLEHENTS  117  CANADA. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  June  15.1 

In  a  country  such  as  Canada,  which  is  essentially  agricultural,  and 
the  economic  well-being  of  which  depends  so  largely  upon  the  pro- 
duction of  its  farms,  the  further  development  of  its  land  and  the 
resulting  increase  in  the  value  of  its  farm  products  is  a  matter  of 
vital  importance  to  the  progress  of  its  manufacturing  and  other  in- 
dustries. 

The  significance  of  this  fact  several  years  ago  induced  the  Do- 
minion Government  and  the  transcontinental  railways  to  imdertake 
the  great  task  of  populating  the  vast  stretches  of  available  agricul- 
tural land  with  competent  farmers,  who  would  add  directly  and 
materially  to  the  primary  production  of  national  wealth.  Through 
its  immigration  agents  stationed  in  foreign  countries,  particularly 
in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  the  Government  has  suc- 
ceeded in  creating  a  keen  interest  in  Canadian  agricultural  possi- 
bilities, and  the  railways  have  followed  up  this  interest  with  ex- 
tensive advertising  campaigns  and  have  offered  attractive  induce- 
ments to  actual  settlers.  The  result  of  this  combined  activity  has 
been  a  substantial  increase  in  the  agricultural  population,  especially 
in  the  western  Provinces. 
Parm  Area  and  Value  of  Implements. 

Even  with  this  great  development,  however,  of  the  total  area  of 
Canada,  amounting  (exclusive  of  Yukon  and  Northwest  Territories) 
to  977,585,513  acres,  only  109,948,988  acres  are  occupied  as  farming 
lands,  and  of  this  latter  acreage  but  48,733,823  had  been  actually 
devoted  to  farming  in  1911,  or  less  than  5  per  cent  of  the  total  area 
of  Canada.  In  1910  the  value  of  farm  products  amounted  to  $722,- 
7i3,962,  of  which  field  crops  represented  $384,522,795,  or  53  per  cent 
of  the  total.  According  to  volume  4  of  the  Census  of  1911,  the  total 
value  of  all  farming  implements  for  that  year  was  $257,007,548  (in 
which  Ontario,  Saskatchewan,  and  Quebec  led,  in  the  order  named), 
or  an  investment  of  $5.27  per  acre  of  cultivated  land. 

While  accurate  figures  tor  1914  are  lacking,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose, on  the  basis  of  the  agricultural  development  which  has  taken 
place  since  1911,  that  the  total  annual  purchases  of  farm  implements 
and  machinery  exceeded  $30,000,000.  The  great  bulk  of  these  pur- 
chases were  made  in  Ontario,  Saskatchewan,  Quebec,  Manitoba,  and 
Alberta.  Those  conversant  with  the  situation  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  greatly  increased  acreage  under  cultivation  in  the  west  will  result 
in  much  larger  purchases  of  farm  implements  during  1915.  An 
agent  of  one  of  the  largest  factors  in  this  trade  stated  recently  that 
his  firm's  shipments  through  Fort  William  to  the  west  during  the 
early  months  of  the  present  year  averaged  over  100  carloads  per 
month,  or  nearly  double  the  shipments  made  during  the  like  period 
of  1914. 
American  Participation  in  Canadian  Frodnctlon. 

The  latest  available  statistics — those  for  1911 — ^show  the  number 
of  establisliments  in  Canada  producing  agiicultural  implements  as 
77  (54  in  Ontario,  13  in  Quebec,  6  in  Manitoba,  2  in  Prince  Edward 
Island,  1  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  1  in  New  Brunswick),  having  a  total 
capitalization  of  $45,232,098,  employing  8,834  workmen,  and  pro- 
ducing goods  to  the  value  of  $20,722,722.    It  is  stated  on  reliable 
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authority,  however,  that  the  total  production  has  been  materially 
increased  since  1911,  for  in  the  period  under  discussion  the  Canadian 
west  has  experienced  the  greatest  agricultural  development  in  its 
history,  and  Canadian  factories  have  enjoyed  an  ever-increasing 
share  of  the  trade. 

That  these  domestic  factories  have  succeeded  in  displacing  many 
lines  formerly  imported  from  the  United  States  is  demonstrated  by 
the  fact  that,  notwitlistanding  the  increased  purchases  during  the 
period  from  1911  to  1914,  the  importation  of  these  goods  has  declined 
from  a  total  of  $4,517,621  in  the  first-named  year  to  $3,275,336  in 
the  latter  year,  a  decrease  of  nearly  30  per  cent.  In  order  to  meet 
the  domestic  manufacturer  on  his  own  ground  and  to  avoid  the 
customs  duty,  certain  American  manufacturers  have  established 
branch  factories  in  Canada  and  are  now  making  their  own  products 
or  assembling  iinported  parts  at  a  cost  that  enables  them  to  meet 
competition  with  profit  to  themselves.  The  success  that  has  in- 
variably attended  these  ventures  has  encouraged  the  enlargement  of 
present  plants  and  the  construction  of  new  units. 
Character  of  the  Import  Trade. 

As  stated  above,  the  import  trade  has  been  seriously  affected  by 
the  development  of  the  Canadian  factories,  and  in  this  respect  the 
outlook  for  the  future  is  not  encouraging.  During  the  fiscal  years 
1910  to  1914  (year  ended  Mar.  31)  the  imports  of  agricultural 
implements  from  all  countries  into  Canada  totaled : 


Articles. 


ino 


itu 


19U 


1M3 


1914 


TotaL 


From 
United 
SUtes. 


BlndinK  attachments 

ddtlratars,     weeders,     and 

parts  ol , 

Drffls,  seed , 

Farm  and  roedroQers , 

Forks,  pronged , 

Harrows,  ana  parts  o( 

Barrestcn,  seU-bioding 

Hay  loaders , 

Haytedden , 

Hoes 

Horse  rakes , 

Knives,  edging 

Knives,  hay  or  straw 

Lsnm  mowefs. ............... , 

Hanme  spraaders 

Mowing  machines 

Plows,  and  ports  of 

Post-bole  Oiggea 

Potato  diggers 

Raices,  n.e.s 

Keapers 

Scythes 

Sickles 

Snaths 

Spades  and  stkovels 

Spade  and  shovel  blanks 

OtlHragiiealtaialiiiipiementi. 
Parts,  D.e.s 

Total 


54,392 

2is,ns 

S1,(M 

3,&53 

114,686 

166,750 

25,119 

736 

1,978 

30,758 

173 

870 

22,454 

21,750 

62,978 

945,346 

2,279 

32,225 

5,555 

8,350 

10,720 

gw 

306 

43,771 

7,410 

57,072 

774,100 


110,022 
89,178 

356,821 

64,305 

10,018 

229.911 

115,794 

25,272 

261 

1,210 

26.907 

72 

4,617 

32,412 

65,562 

52,999 

1,998,239 

4,368 

16,767 

10,689 

60,677 

10,660 

1,163 

30 

45,662 

6,448 

83,196 

1,231,500 


126,327 
67,263 

349,618 

66,374 

5,803 

143,546 

364,800 

39,643 

4,360 

2,332 

30,448 

93 

2.311 

49,843 

27,594 

79,539 

1,352,214 

4,378 

17,063 

3,761 

75,455 

12,306 

843 

81 

31,615 

6,774 

107,500 

1,482,820 


649,319 
66,292 

282,563 

81,287 

7,27<' 

176,853 

215,009 

52,421 

86 

2,031 

44,203 

1,442 

3.533 

66,297 

21,  74S 

76.699 

1,393,558 

4,412 

65,344 

4,994 

68,647 

12,291 

619 

38 

48,422 

4,638 

102,124 

1,625,488 


$34,539 
67,339 

99,497 

137,611 

7,433 

156.889 

336,675 

24,280 

163 

2,768 

41,234 

220 

6.U7 

66,069 

42,181 

47,857 

1,012.300 

4,596 

48,667 

6,533 

3<t,300 

13,773 

1,327 

17 

31,513 

1,522 

92,872 

064,046 


$34,639 

67,154 

99.441 
114,135 

5,563 

156,434 

336.076 

24,280 

163 

2.387 

41,234 

199 

4,933 

64,449 

42,035 

47,857 

1,012,163 

4,596 

47,217 

6,385 

38.300 

10.568 

300 

17 

11,279 

552 

82,021 

954,196 


3,643,163 


4,617,621 


4,243,805 


4,467,034 


3,275.336 


3, 199, 131 


As  the  foregoing  table  discloses,  the  United  States  furnished  over 
97  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  in  1914,  the  balance  coming  princi- 
pally from  Great  Britain.  The  largest  items  of  this  statement  are 
parts  imported  from  the  United  States  by  the  Canadian  factories  for 
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assembling  here,  and  it  should  be  noted  that  the  decrease  shown 
since  1911  means  that  these  parts  are  being  furnished  in  increasing 
quantities  by  domestic  factories  and  foimdries. 
Kethodt  and  Terms  of  Sale. 

The  Canadian  manufacturer  of  agricultural  equipment  pursues 
practically  the  same  method  in  disposing  of  his  wares  as  does  the 
manufacturer  in  the  United  States,  although  there  are  many  diflfer- 
ences  as  to  details,  due  to  the  varying  conditions  of  the  market.  As 
a  general  rule  dealers  do  not  stock  heavy  machinery,  but  confine 
their  efforts  in  this  respect  to  plows  and  small  implements  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  Frequently,  however,  they  act  as  agents  for  one  or  more 
manufacturers  of  heavy  farm  machinery,  their  compensation  then 
being  based  on  a  specified  percentage  of  the  selling  prices.  lo  this 
case  it  is  usual  for  the  agent  to  have  one  or  more  sample  machines 
on  hand  for  demonstrating  purposes.  The  commission  received  by 
the  agent  differs  with  the  character  of  equipment  handled  and  as 
between  different  manufacturers;  it  averages,  however,  about  15  per 
cent  of  the  net  retail  price. 

On  all  such  purchases  through  agents  the  manufacturer  pays  the 
freight  to  the  agency  point;  and  if  the  goods  are  sold  to  the  farmer 
on  tmie  (usually  from  one  to  two  years),  the  manufacturer  retains 
title  to  the  property  and  holds  the  farmer's  note  for  the  unpaid  bal- 
ance. On  such  credit  sales  the  price  to  the  farmer  is  raised  5  per  cent 
for  each  year's  credit. 

On  such  implements  as  are  regularly  stocked  by  the  dealers  prices 
are  quoted  f .  o.  b.  factory,  terms  oeing  5  per  cent  30,  net  90  days. 

Prices  and  Import  Duty. 

For  the  benefit  of  American  manufacturers  who  may  be  interested 
in  this  field  there  is  forwarded  a  list  of  the  net  cash  retail  prices 
(subject  to  agent's  discount  of  15  per  cent)  quoted  by  a  prominent 
Canadian  manufacturer  for  standard  lines  of  agricultural  machinery 
and  equipment.  [This  list  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oflSces.]  i 

The  Canadian  customs  tariff  provides  a  duty  on  cultivators,  plows, 
harrows,  horserakes,  seed  drills,  manure  spreaders,  weeders,  and 
windmills  of  17^  per  cent  ad  valorem  when  coming  from  Great  Brit- 
ain and  27i  per  cent  when  from  the  United  States.  On  mowing  ma- 
chines, harvesters,  self -binding  or  without  binders,  binding  attach- 
ments, and  reapers,  12^  per  cent  from  all  countries;  and  on  all  other 
agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
20  per  cent  when  from  Great  Britain  and  32J  per  cent  wnen  from  the 
United  States.  These  rates  include  the  increases  effective  February 
12,  1915.  

LAITD  FOB  SALE  DT  CATAMABCA. 

[Commercial  AttacM  Albert  Hale,  Baenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Uay  12.] 

In  the  Argentine  Province  of  Catamarca,  Department  of  Capayan. 
660,000  acres  of  land  are  for  sale,  about  47  miles  from  the  capital  oi 
the  Province.  Two  railway  lines  pass  across  the  land,  and  there  are 
seven  stations  on  it.  It  is  well  suited  for  cattle  and  agriculture  and 
has  a  good  supply  of  water.  There  are  native  forests  of  quebracho 
and  other  woods  and  probably  various  minerals.  The  price  at  which 
it  is  offered  is  1.50  Argentine  paper  pesos  per  hectare  (about  $0.23 
per  acre). 
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T.TBTJTITA  WANTS  DISECT  STEAHES  SEBVICE. 

[Charge  d* Affaires  Bldutrd  C.  Bundy,  American  Legation,  Monrovia.] 

The  present  financial  situation  of  Liberia  is  due  to  the  lack  of  ships 
to  can-y  away  its  produce  and  to  bring  in  return  those  articles  which 
are  needed  but  not  produced  here.  [A  list  of  some  of  the  articles 
needed  appeared  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  9,  1915.]  Relief 
could  take  no  more  practical  form  than  the  establishment  of  a  direct 
line  of  American  steamers  calling  at  Liberian  ports.  Before  the  out- 
break of  hostilities  steamship  service  to  Liberia  was  maintained  by 
English  lines  from  Liverpool  and  Rotterdam;  German  lines  from 
Hamburg  and  Bremen;  a  Spanish  line  from  Cadiz;  and  also,  by 
agre^nent,  the  English  and  German  lines  menti<med  operated  jointly 
a  direct  service  from  New  York  to  West  Africa,  and  Liberian  ports 
were  included  in  its  itinerary. 

Simultaneously  with  the  declaration  of  war  all  German  steamship 
service  to  West  Africa  ceased.  This  deprived  Liberia  at  one  stroke 
of  four-fifths  of  its  shipping  facilities.  Spanish  steamers  are  said  to 
refuse  cargo  when  it  is  offered  them  by  Germans  or  by  persons  who 
have  bought  it  from  Germans  because,  it  is  claimed,  such  cargo  ren- 
ders the  steamers  liable  to  seizure  and  search,  involving  delay  and 
expense.  The  English  service  has  also  become  badly  disorganized, 
at  1ea.st  so  far  as  Liberia  is  concerned,  and  this  has  contributed  its 
fuU  share  toward  the  creation  of  acute  conditions  in  the  commerce 
of  the  country. 

At  this  stage  of  developments  Liberians  are  not  in  need  of  whole- 
sale charity  and,  as  I  understand,  do  not  ask  or  seek  it.  What  they 
do  earnestly  desire  is  neutral  shipping  facilities  that  will  carry  from 
their  ports  the  thousands  of  tons  of  produce  now  congested  there  and 
bring  in  exchange  the  things  they  need.  Two  American  steamers 
of,  say,  3,000  tons,  plying  between  New  York  and  Liberia,  woul(i  be 
loaded  to  their  full  capacity  each  way  and  handsome  returns  be 
made  on  the  capital  invested  in  the  enterprise.  This  statement  is 
made  with  the  thought  that  trade  in  noncontraband  goods  between 
the  United  States  and  Liberia  can  be  carried  on  without  interference. 


FIHE  FBOSPECTS  FOE  CHAUPAGNE-GBAFE  CBOF. 

[Consul  WUUam  Bardel,  of  Reims,  reported  from  Epernay,  France,  June  14.] 

Reports  from  16  of  the  principal  wine-growing  centers  of  that  part 
of  the  Champagne  district  which  is  as  yet  free  from  ravages  of  the 
war  show  highly  favorable  prospects  for  this  year's  wine  yield. 

Few  parts  or  the  district  suffered  from  last  winter's  frosts,  and 
with  exceptionally  favorable  growing  weather  since  the  beginning 
of  May,  with  plenty  of  sunshine  and  few  storms,  the  vines  have 
developed  so  well  that  the  crop  is  one  to  two  weeks  ahead  of  a  normal 
year.  No  insects  are  visible ;  due  to  dnr  weather,  mildew  has  appeared 
m  only  rare  spots,  the  leaves  are  healthy,  and  the  grapes  are  forming 
sound  and  abundantly.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  wine  producers  that 
the  weather  has  been  so  favorable  for  their  vineyards;  with  the 
scarcity  of  labor — ^most  of  the  work  being  performed  by  women 
whose  husbands  are  under  the  colors — ^the  usual  close  cultivation  to 
overcome  bad  weather  would  not  have  been  possible. 

Barring  unforeseen  climatic  disturbances,  the  grape  harvest  can 
start  this  year  two  weeks  earlier  than  normally,  and  it  promises  to 
be  ytry  rka  in  quantity  and  quality.  ^  . 
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SmFHENTS  TO  CANABY  ISLAin)S  VIA  CADIZ. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Seville,  Spain,  June  11.] 

The  dispatch  from  this  consulate  in  Commerce  Reports  for  May 
8,  1915,  concerning  improved  steamship  service  from  Spain  to  the 
Canary  Islands,  has  resulted  in  inquiries  to  this  office  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  shipping  tobacco  to  the  Canaries  via  Cadiz.  An  investi- 
gation made  by  this  office  shows  that  by  taking  advantage  of  the 
new  Free  Zone  regulations  of  the  port  of  Cadiz  goods  can  be  shipped 
to  that  port,  entered  in  the  free  warehouses,  and  reshipped  to  the 
Canaries  by  steamers  of  the  Transatlantica  Line,  or  of  the  Compania 
International  de  Navigacion  de  Barcelona,  which  has  agents  in 
Cadiz.  The  agents  of  the  latter  company  write  me  that  they  will  be 
glad  to  take  charge  of  shipments  made  to  the  Canary  Islands  via 
Cadiz,  entering  them  in  the  Free  Zone  warehouses  and  reshipping. 
Their  address  is  Viuda  de  R.  Alcon  y  F.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  Cadiz, 
Spain,  telegraphic  address  "Alcon." 

Steamers  of  the  latter  line  sail  from  Cadiz  for  the  Canary  Islands 
every  five  days,  the  ships  in  service  being  the  Delfin,  Reina  Victoria, 
and  Estrella  del  Mar.  The  steamer  Uesperides,  of  the  same  line,  calls 
at  Seville,  as  well  as  Cadiz,  every  15  days. 

Steamers  of  the  Transatlantica  Line  leave  Cadiz  on  the  7th  of 
each  month  for  Las  Palmas,  Canaries,  and  African  coast  ports. 
The  steamers  of  this  line  on  the  return  trip  from  Montevideo  also 
stop  at  the  Canaries. 

Steamers  of  Pinillos,  Izquierdo  y  Cia.  also  have  a  regular  service 
to  South  America,  stopping  at  the  Canaries  on  the  outward  trip. 

Announcement  of  the  Free  Zone  at  Cadiz  appeared  in  Daily  Con- 
sular and  Trade  Reports  for  December  31,  1914. 

IHPOBTS  Ain>  EXPOBTS  OF  COPPEB. 

The  following  tables  show  the  invports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the 
customs  districts  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  Galveston,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington, 
and  Michigan,  during  the  week  ended  June  26,  1915. 

IMPORTS. 


Countries. 

Ore,  matte,  and  regulus 
(copper  contents). 

Pigs,  Ingots,  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 

Pouiult. 
97,669 
22,264 

1,552 

Pound). 
498,064 

185,883 

Mexico 

Chile 

1,933,250 
1,024,393 

269,544 

Peru 

104,980 
195,000 

4,462 
23,150 

172,380 

1,781,212 

231,778 

Total 

419,913 

87,573 

5,236,918 

759,585 

DOMESTIC 

EXPORTS. 

Countries. 

Pigs,  ingots.bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 

Countries. 

Pigs,lngots,bars,plates, 
and  old,  etc. 

Denmark 

Pawnis. 

672,000 

2,477,231 

110,499 

44,844 

3,859,650 

2,504 

$129,200 

877,262 

22,076 

8,352 

756,433 

672 

Honduras     ,.,,  .....  ,  . 

Pvania, 

300 

801 

858 

8,520 

t60 

France 

77 

Net  herlands 

Mexico 

213 

Sweden 

Peru                         • 

691 

Total           .  .  .. 

Canada 

7,171,707 

1,294,935 
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GHUEAH  nrSITSTBIAL  NOTES. 

tCompUed  from  official  and  other  pobllcatlons  by  Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens, 

Santiago,  May  26.] 

ttrrter  Beds  to  1>e  Z«as«(L 

The  "National  Government  is  the  owner  of  the  oyster  banks,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  in  the  Bay  of  Quetalmahue,  near  Chiloe  Island, 
and  is  about  to  rent  them  at  public  auction  for  a  period  of  nine  years. 
It  is  stipulated  that  the  minimum  bid  shall  be  $250  United  States 
gold,  in  addition  to  which  there  shall  be  paid  $0.25  per  sack  of  110 
pounds  removed  from  the  beds.  All  the  oysters  removed  will  pass 
through  the  customhouse  of  Ancud. 

Hftll  Imports — Bank  Deposits — labor  Confederation. 

Chile  imports  about  1,000  tons  of  wire  nails  and  2,000  tons  of  cut 
nails  each  year,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  is  a  very  good 
wire-nail  ftictory  located  at  Valparaiso.  The  factory  imports  its 
supplies  of  wire. 

The  deposits  in  all  the  banks  of  Chile  on  February  28  aggregated 
$88,590,000  United  States  gold,  as  against  a  total  of  $80,664,000  on 
December  31  last.  This  apparent  increase  is  largely  due  to  the  rise  in 
exchange  values. 

A  union  is  expected  between  the  Social  Workmen's  Congress  and 
the  General  Committee  of  Societies  of  the  Republic.  This  will  effect 
the  organization  under  one  head  of  400  labor  clubs  and  unions,  with 
a  total  inscribed  membership  of  80,000. 

InlKatinr  Canal— fireproof  Curtains. 

Two  thousand  six  himdred  and  forty-five  farmers  have  petitioned 
the  Gk>vemment  to  construct  the  Canal  de  Lajas  for  irrigating  their 
land.  The  canal  would  be  built  and  interest  guaranteed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  the  land  watered  would  be  the  ultimate  guaranty. 

The  Chilean  law  requires  theaters  to  have  fireproof  curtains,  but 
time  has  bt^n  given  to  install  them.  There  may  be  a  demand  for  such 
curtains  witJiin  a  reasonable  length  of  time. 


BOUHAinAir  FBODUCTION  OF  FETBOLETJK. 

[L'Economi£te  Europeeo,  June  18;  see  also  Comuebcb  Refobts  for  May  28,  1915.] 

The  production  of  petroleum  in  Eoumania  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1914  and  1915  was  as  follows,  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6 
pounds:  January,  139,974  tons  in  1914  and  168,561  tons  in  1915; 
February,  132,473  tons  in  1914  and  137,966  tons  in  1915;  March, 
161,833  tons  in  1914  and  162,158  tons  in  1915.  The  increase  in  pro- 
duction is  due  to  the  fact  that  new  wells  were  opened  at  the  end  of 
1914  or  the  beginning  of  1916,  chiefly  in  the  Baicoi  region. 

Exportation,  after  having  been  resumed  on  May  11,  ceased  again 
on  May  25  because  of  the  difficulties  encoimtered  on  the  Hungarian 
lines.    On  May  27  a  conference  was  held  by  the  Roumanian  Minister 
of  Commerce  with  the  directors  of  the  principal  oil  companies,  at 
which  the  most  important  question  discussed  was  the  opening  of 
new  depots.    This  is  not  easy,  because  of  the  lack  of  tin  and  the  im- 
possibilitj  of  importing  it.    At  a  second  meeting,  which  was  to  have 
taken  place  on  June  12,  the  companies  were  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment on  this  subject  with  the  Minister  of  Commerce. 
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PALMYKA  PALM  YIELDS  VAUIETY  OF  PEODUCTS. 

[Vice  CoDsal  John  S.  Hunt,  Calcutta,  India,  May  15.1 

V 

An  tinusual  variety  of  uses. has  been  found  for  the  palmyra  palm 
tree  {Boraasus  fiabeUiformis)  ^  the  list  being  so  extensive  that  every 
part  of  the  tree  has  been  turned  to  some  use.  A  Tamil  poem  enu- 
merates 800  ways  in  which  it  may  be  utilized. 

Its  five  fibers  are  used  in  making  various  products,  its  timber  is 
valuable,  and  it  contributes  to  medicine  and  food  supply. 

The  palmyra  palm  is  tall,  with  a  cylindrical  stem.  It  grows  all 
over  tropical  India,  and  is  occasionally  seen  as  far  north  as  latitude 
80°.  It  is  especially  abundant  in  all  sandy  tracts  near  the  sea,  on 
embankments  around  tanks,  and  in  the  mixed  coconut  and  date-palm 
jungles  of  Bengal.  The  palmyra  forests  of  Tinnevelli  form  a  dis- 
tinctive feature  in  the  scenery  of  the  Province.  The  greater  part 
of  the  Indian  export  trade  in  palmyra  goes  through  the  port  of 
Madras. 

Products  Which  Are  Yielded  by  Five  Fibers. 

The  five  fibers  include  one  about  2  feet  in  length,  which  may  be 
separated  from  the  leaf  stalks,  and  is  used  for  making  rope  and 
twine  and  sometimes  for  paper;  a  loose  fiber,  which  surrounds  the 
base  of  the  leaf  stalk ;  one  called  "  tdr,"  which  may  be  prepared  from 
the  interior  of  the  stem ;  a  coir  derived  from  the  pericarp ;  and  the 
fibrous  materials  of  the  leaves. 

The  leaf  fiber  is  used  especially  in  the  manufacture  of  the  basket- 
ware  of  Madras  and  is  put  to  a  great  variety  of  other  uses  bv  the 
natives.  Fine  strips  of  the  leaves,  especially  prepared  and  dyei,  are 
plaited  into  braids  and  worked  up  into  fancy  boxes,  cigar  cases,  etc 
At  Diamond  Harbor,  near  Calcutta,  hats  have  for  many  yearn  been 
made  of  this  material  and  sold  to  European  sailors. 

A  few  years  ago  investigations  were  started  in  India  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  to  what  extent  the  cord-like  fibers  of  the  palmyra 
might  be  utilized  in  brush  making,  as  a  substitute  for  the  Ajnerican 
"  passiaba  "  fiber  and  the  Ceylon  "  kittul "  {Oaryota  urena),  but  witii- 
out  much  success,  apparently,  imports  into  India  during  the  year 
1913-14  included  313,070  dozen  brushes  and  brooms,  with  a  total 
value  of  $206,802.  The  United  States  participated  in  this  trade  with 
1,650  dozen  brushes  and  brooms  valued  at  $4^453.  The  leaves  are 
used  for  thatching  huts,  for  making  fans,  and  m  Bengal  long  strips 
of  the  leaf  are  employed  by  the  children  as  washable  slates. 

Timber  Extensively  TTsed — ^Xedicinal  Product. 

The  timber  of  the  palmyra  is  the  most  extensively  used  of  all  the 
palm  family.  It  splits  easily,  but  is  said  to  be  able  to  stand  a  greater 
cross-strain  than  any  other  known  timber.  It  is  used  for  boat 
making,  water  pipes,  and  various  domestic  purposes.  A  small  ex- 
port trade  is  done  in  the  wood  for  making  walking  sticks,  umbrella 
handles,  rulers,  etc. 

In  medicine,  the  juice  of  the  palmyra  is  used  as  a  stimulant,  and 
when  freshly  drawn  and  taken  regularly,  acts  as  a  laxative.    The 
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toot  is  regarded  as  cooling,  and  the  ash  of  the  spathe  is  given  for 
enlarged  spleens. 
•  In  connection  with  its  use  as  food  it  is  stated  that  one-fourth  of 
the  inhabitants  of  northern  Ceylon  are  dependent  on  this  tree  for 
subsistence,  and  in  Tinnevelli  and  various  communities  of  India 
large  proportions  of  the  population  are  supported  by  it. 

The  most  important  food  product  is  the  juice  obtained  on  tapping 
the  flower  stalk.  This  juice  may  be  used  rresh  as  a  beverage  or  al- 
lowed to  ferment,  which  it  does  after  sunrise,  and  then  becomes  an 
intoxicating  liquor.  If  this  liquor  is  distilled,  it  becomes  palm  wine, 
and  by  destructive  distillation  a  good  vinegar  is  obtained. 

Prodneet  One  ot  Chief  Sugars  of  South  India. 

The  fresh  juice  maj  be  boiled  down  into  a  sugar  called  jaggery, 
which  is  one  of  the  chief  sugars  of  South  India,  especially  Tinnevelli. 
It  is  also  an  important  source  of  sugar  in  Burma.  The  tapping  does 
not  injure  the  tree.  The  toddy  drawer,  climbing  the  tree,  tightly 
binds  the  spathes  with  thongs  to  prevent  their  further  opening,  and 
then  thoroughly  bruises  the  embryo  flower  within  to  facilitate  the 
exit  of  the  juice. 

This  operation  is  repeated  for  several  days,  and  on  each  occasion  a 
thin  slice  is  taken  off  the  spathe  to  facilitate  the  running  of  the  sap 
and  to  help  prevent  it  bursting  the  bound  spathe.  About  the  eighth 
day  the  sap  oegins  to  exude  into  an  earthen  pot  placed  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  pots  are  emptied  twice  a  day,  and  a  coating  of  lime  inside 
the  pot  will  prevent  fermentation. 

Four  or  five  quarts  per  tree  per  day  is  the  yield  for  four  or  five 
months.  Once  in  every  three  years  the  sap-drawing  process  is 
omitted,  as  otherwise  the  tree  would  die.  The  tree  begins  to  yield 
at  15  years,  and  continues  for  about  50  years. 

Toddj  Juice  Sweetens  Burmese  Bread. 

The  female  tree  yields  about  twice  as  much  sap  as  the  male.  Three 
quarts  of  this  sap  make  one  pound  of  sugar  or  ]aggery,  which  is  the 
diief  sugar  used  by  the  poor  classes  of  India.  The  sweetness  of  the 
Burmese  bread  is  caused  by  the  use  of  toddy  juice  as  a  yeast. 

The  tree  flowers  in  March,  and  the  young  fruits  are  formed  in 
April  and  May,  ripening  in  July  and  August.  The  seeds  are  eaten 
as  well  as  the  fruit.  A  seed  bed  is  prepared  and  the  nuts  planted  as 
dose  together  as  possible  about  Jime  or  July.  At  least  50  seeds  are 
planted  to  the  square  yard,  and  in  about  four  months  are  dug  up: 
The  nuts  by  that  time  have  germinated,  and  the  sprout  or  young 
seedling  is  eaten  as  a  vegetable.  The  nut  itself  is  broken  open  and 
the  embryo  within  eaten  dry  or  is  made  into  a  flour  that  is  not  unlike 
tapioca. 

In  normal  times  the  gross  value  of  a  crop  per  acre,  at  ordinary 
market  rate,  ranges  between  $5,840  and  $9,730. 

<tmantltles  and  Values  of  Palmyra  Fiber  Exported. 

The  following  figures,  which  were  compiled  by  the  Department 
of  Statistics,  Commercial  Intelligence  Department,  Calcutta,  from 
returns  furnished  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  Madras,  show  the 
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quantities  and  values  of  palmyra  fiber  exported  from  the  Madras 
Presidency  during  the  last  three  fiscal  years : 


Imported  from— 


1912-13 


1913-14 


1914-15 


United  States 

United  Kingdom . 

Ceylon 

Canada 

Australia 

Germany 

Netherlands 

Belgium 

France 

Austria-Hungary . 

Denmark 

Norway 

Italy 

Russia 

lapan 


Total. 


Hundred- 

ueloht. 

2,149 

17,820 

758 


175 
31,989 

5,465 
24,516 

1,725 


300 


1 
42 

1,848 


86,788 


19,885 

113,360 

3,119 


915 

156,689 

29,917 

120,989 

8,681 


Hundred- 

utight. 

1,845 

10,471 

924 

20 

69 

31,228 

7,820 

25,527 

1,420 


1,395 


3 

245 

9,643 


13 


73 
1,030 


454,841 


80,440 


J9,685 

68,056 

4,375 

97 

320 

158,692 

49,124 

129,828 

7,570 


Hundted- 

weifht. 

5,329 

39,070 

3,396 


63 


257 
16.510 
2,«20 
8,961 
2,283 

100 


420 
6,363 


2 
"i,'888 


433,593        80,367 


130,265 

262,208 

20,018 


1,267 
97,9SO 
16,688 
49,761 
12,957 
3 
487 


11 

'i6,MS 


602,288 


ABOEMTIliE  aOVEBNMENT  LAITOS. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosarlo,  May  20.] 

The  Government  of  Argentina  has,  by  a  decree  of  May  8,  1915, 
offered  for  lease  a  total  of  approximately  35,230  square  miles  or 
fiscal  lands  in  the  National  Territories,  distributed  as  follows :  Pampa, 
4,540;  Bio  Negro,  3,090;  Neuquen,  2,410;  Chubut,  2,610;  Santa  Cruz, 
19,300;  Chaco,  1,640;  and  Formosa,  1,640  square  miles.  Maximum 
area  which  can  be  leased  to  a  single  tenant  is  24,710  acres,  except  in 
the  Chubut  and  Santa  Cruz  Territories,  for  which  a  maximum  of 
49,420  acres  has  been  fixed.  Leases  are  to  be  for  10  years  and  can, 
if  land  is  continuously  worked,  be  renewed  twice,  for  10  years  and  5 
years,  respectively.  Annual  rental  is  $84.92  per  2,500  hectares  (6,178 
acres).  Rental  may  be  increased  by  the  Government  at  renewal,  but 
increase  may  not  exceed  50  per  cent  of  the  original  amount.  The 
decree  provides  that  land^  will  be  offered  during  a  period  of  at  least ' 
90  days  and  that  no  requests  will  be  considered  before  the  expiration 
of  this  time,  in  order  to  give  ample  opportunity  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territories. 

In  discussing  public  lands  in  his  recent  annual  message  to  the 
Argentine  Congress,  the  President  stated  that  1,584  property  titles 
were  issued  in  1914,  covering  approximately  3,336,000  acres.  Re- 
ceipts for  sale  and  lease  of  Government  lands  amounted  to  $1,060,000 
in  addition  to  $153,000  for  grazing  privileges. 

FINANCIAL  STATISTICS  OF  STATES. 

The  United  States  Census  Bureau  is  about  to  undertake  the  collec- 
tion of  financial  statistics  of  States  similar  in  scope  to  the  financial 
statistics  of  cities  now  gathered  annually  by  that  bureau.  The  data 
obtained  will  cover  (1)  total  and  per  capita  receipts  from  revenues, 
in  detail;  (2)  total  and  per  capita  payments  for  expenses,  int€rest, 
and  outlays,  in  detail;  (3)  assets  and  liabilities;  (4)  total  and  as- 
sessed valuations  of  property  subject  to  taxation,  tax  levies,  methods 
of  assessment,  etc. 

This  work  is  being  taken  up  at  the  request  of  many  prominent 
associations,  State  officials,  and  accountants. 
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STASDABSlZmO  CAIIFOBHIA  WALNTTTS. 

Announcement  is  mnde  by  the  California  Walnut  Growers'  Asso- 
ciation that  a  by-product  plant  will  be  opened  in  Los  Angeles  shortly 
to  work  all  inferior  nuts  into  by-products.  This  will  raise  the  stand- 
ard and  consequently  increase  the  demand  for  California  walnuts  all 
OTcr  the  country  by'keeping  from  the  market  the  culls,  cracked,  and 
otherwise  inferior  walnuts. 

Several  hundred  tons  of  walnuts  will  probably  be  cracked  up  each 
season  and  the  association  intends  to  make  standard  grades,  putting 
the  goods  up  in  the  most  approved  way,  believing  that  it  will  thus 
develop  a  fine  business  on  walnut  halves  and  pieces  shelled.  The 
association  also  intends  to  introduce  this  year  25  and  50  cent  con- 
sumer packages  of  shelled  walnuts. 

A  million  or  more  cartons,  containing  1  and  2  pounds  of  walnuts 
in  the  shell,  are  also  to  be  put  out  this  season.  All  cartons  will  have 
a  diamond-shaped  gelatin  opening,  so  the  consumer  can  see  the 
contents. 

COLOMBIA  REOBGANIZES  MAGDALENA  BTTEB  SEBVICE. 

[American  Minister  Tbaddeus  A,  Thomson,  Bogota,  June  4.] 

A  Board  of  Canalization  has  been  created  by  Colombia,  involving 
reorganization  of  the  service  for  the  improvement  of  the  Magdalena 
Eiver.  The  issuance  of  the  decree  is  one  of  the  signs  of  the  great 
interest  being  taken  in  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  or  this 
river. 

Another  subject  of  popular  interest,  but  concerning  which  no  official 
action  has  yet  been  taken,  is  the  dredging  of  one  of  the  mouths  of 
the  Magdalena  River  to  allow  ocean  steamers  to  ascend  to  Barran- 
goilla.  A  Government  vessel  recently  made  this  trip  and,  according 
to  the  newspapers,  found  a  maximum  depth  of  11  feet  throughout. 
It  reported  that  with  the  dredging  of  a  short  section,  at  a  cost  of 
$2,000,000  gold,  a  depth  of  30  feet  could  be  secured  all  the  way  from 
the  sea  to  Barranqmlla. 


POTASH  HABEET  IN  GEBMAinT. 

[  Consul  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Brunswick,  June  2,  1915.] 

The  home  market  for  potash  is  weak  for  this  season  of  the  year. 
It  b  hoped  that  the  demand  for  manure  salts  will  be  more  active  in 
the  fall  and  that  difficulties  of  railroad  transport  will  not  again  occur. 
The  ocean  export  to  foreign  countries  has  ceased,  since  the  Govern- 
ment issued  its  decree  forbidding  such  export.  Shipments  to  Aus- 
tria-Hungary were  not  affected  by  the  decree,  and  shipments  to  the 
Scandinavian  countries  and  the  T^etherlands  are  allowed.  On  the 
other  hand,  shipments  to  Italy  have  been  limited. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  potash  for  the  first  four  months  of  the 
present  year  amounted  to  $8,277,650,  as  compared  with  $11,840,403 
for  the  same  period  in  1914.  The  decrease  m  the  month  of  April 
was  $1,230,609  as  compared  with  April  last  year. 
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COTTONSEED  OIL  AS  SUBSTITUTE  FOE  COFBA  OH. 

(Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  Tbe  Bagae,  Netberlands,  Jane  12.1 

The  Netherlands  consumes  annually  in  normal  times  about  110,000 
barrels  of  cottonseed  oil,  which  is  used  as  an  ingredient  for  the 
manufacture  of  margarin,  or  artificial  butter.  Until  1914  the  United 
States  furnished  about  90  per  cent  of  this  cottonseed  oil,  but  begin- 
ning with  that  year  England  has  been  furnishing  about  one-half  of 
the  total  supply.  This  is  because  of  a  new  refimng  process  in  Eng- 
land, under  which  oil  manufactured  from  Egyptian  cotton  seed, 
which  had  formerly  been  suitable  only  for  soap  and  industrial  pur- 
poses, became  edible  and  practically  equal  to  the  American  edible 
cottonseed  oil. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  importation  of  oils  was  hampered. 
Cottonseed  oil  was  not  on  the  contraband  list  until  March  11,  1915 ; 
nevertheless,  the  exportation  from  the  United  States  to  the  Nether- 
lands was  practically  impossible  until  special  arrangements  went  into 
effect  on  February  1,  and  steamship  companies  began  to  accept  this 
article  freely. 
Consigned  to  Netherlandt  Oversea  Tmst. 

On  March  1  new  difficulties  arose,  so  that  shipments  were  stopped 
for  about  a  week,  after  which  arrangements  were  made  to  consign 
to  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
oil  was  to  be  for  Dutch  consumption  only. 

On  March  11  this  article  was  made  contraband,  a  fact  which  did 
not  check  the  importation,  through  the  medium  of  the  Netherlands 
Oversea  Trust  for  Dutch  consumption. 

Large  quantities  of  oleo  oil,  neutral  lard,  and  oleo  stock  were  being 
imported  into  the  Netherlands  under  the  same  condition — for  Dutch 
consumption.  On  May  19  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust  advised  the 
Kotterdam  importers  of  fats  and  greases  that  for  the  present  no  more 
licenses  would  be  issued  for  these  goods  until  the  large  stocks  which 
were  reputed  to  be  in  the  Netherlands  at  that  date  had  been  reduced. 
This  action  was  apparently  inspired  by  a  fear  that  an  accumulation 
of  fats  in  the  Netherlan^  beyond  the  normal  con.sumption  would 
create  a  temptation  to  export  some  of  these  articles  to  belligerent 
countries  in  violation  of  the  embargo  regulations. 

llie  importations  for  consumption  of  cottonseed  oil  for  1914  were 
21,957  metric  tons.    For  the  first  three  months  of  1916  they  were 
22,052  tons,  so  that  the  importation  for  the  first  quarter  of  1915  was 
greater  than  for  the  whole  of  1914. 
Exportatioii  of  Xargarln  from  Heth^rlandi. 

The  exportation  of  margarin  from  the  Netherlands  is  shown  in  the 
following  table : 


Period. 


TotaL 


To  Great 
Britain. 


Year: 

1912 

1913 

1914 

First  quarter: 

1914 

1915 

Month  ol  AprU,  19U. 


Uetric  loni. 
E9,784 
71,006 
79,319 

17,983 

38,191 

9,384 


Uttrte  tttu. 
SS,«37 
»,U7 
71,973 

It,  650 
S,8t0 

^iia 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  exportation  of  margarin  for  April,  1915, 
is  at  the  rate  of  112,368  tons  per  year,  as  compared  with  79,319  tons 
ioT  1914.   This  is  an  increase  of  about  42  per  cent. 

Cottonseed  Oil  Hardened  in  the  Hetherlands. 

The  bare  statistics  would  seem  to  indicate  that  very  much  more 
cottonseed  oil  is  being  imported  than  is  necessary  to  sustain  the  in- 
crease in  production  of  margarin,  but  heretofore  cottonseed  oil  has 
been  used  almost  exclusively  as  the  "soft  fat"  ingredient  of  mar- 
garin, while  the  "  hard  fat  was  supplied  by  copra  oil,  palm-kernel 
oil,  neutral  lard,  and  oleo  oil.  Much  of  the  copra  oil  and  palm-kernel 
oil  was  formerly  imported  from  Germany,  but  can  not  now  be  derived 
from  that  source,  and  some  cottonseed  oil  is  now  being  hardened  in 
the  Netherlands,  so  that  it  may  be  used  as  a  "  hard-fat "  ingredient 
in  margarin  in  addition  to  its  ordinary  use  as  a  "  soft  fat." 

TESIEBS  FOB  TBANSFOETATION  OF  CANADIAN  WHEAT. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  June  26.] 

A  press  dispatch  from  Ottawa  states  that  the  Dominion  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Commerce  has  invited  tenders  for  the  trans- 
portation of  1,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  from  the  head  of  the  Great 
Lakes  to  Montreal,  and  that  it  is  expected  that  the  railways  and  lake 
shipping  lines  will  compete  for  the  transportation  of  this  wheat  to 
Montreal,  the  head  of  ocean  navigation,  whence  it  will  be  shipped  to 
New  Zaaland.  That  country  has  usually  imported  wheat  from  Aus- 
tralia, but  the  last  Australian  crop  was  short,  and  hence  New  Zea- 
land found  it  necessary  to  look  elsewhere  for  the  wheat  needed  to 
make  up  its  own  deficiency  in  production. 

TEA  PTTBCHASES  FBOH  JAPAN. 

[Consul  Qeneral  George  B.  Scldmore,  Yokohanw.  Mbj  14.] 

Comparison  of  the  statistics  issued  by  the  Yokohama  and  Tokyo 
Foreign  Board  of  Trade  of  the  export  of  tea  from  Japan  to 
the  United  States  for  the  season  May  6,  1914,  to  April  22,  1915, 
with  those  for  the  season  1913-14  show  an  increase  of  3,280,715 
pounds.  The  total  export  to  the  United  States  for  the  season  1913- 
14  is  given  as  26,051,672  pounds,  and  that  for  the  season  1914-15  as 
29,332,387  pounds.  The  reasons  for  this  increase  were  myen  in 
CoMUEBCE  Kepobts  for  February  1,  1915,  and  Oommercb  Kepokts 
(Supplement  to)  No.  55A,  April  5,  1915. 

FTTBUCATIONS  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMHEBCE. 

"  List  of  Publications  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  Available 
for  Distribution  "  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  issued  about  twice  a  year 
by  the  Division  of  Publications  of  the  department  for  free  distribu- 
tion. The  list  contains  the  titles  of  all  available  publications  of  the 
department,  full  instructions  as  to  how  they  may  be  obtained,  and 
condensed  information  concerning  the  scope  of  the  publication  work 
of  the  department 

There  is  also  issued  monthly  by  the  division  a  list  of  the  publica- 
tions becoming  available  during  the  month  for  distribution. 

Persons  desiring  to  receive  these  pamphlets  regularly  mayhaye  their 
names  placed  on  the  mailing  list  by  applying  to  the  Chief  Division  of 
PablicatioBS,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.  ^  . 
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FOBEIQN  TRADE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

Beserrcd  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  braneb  ofllcea.  -  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  Separate  sheet  and  the  llle  number  glvea-. 

Vulcanized  fiber,  No.'  17427. — ^A  manufacturer  of  trunks  and  travelers'  supplies 
In  Russia  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed 
In  communication  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  vulcan- 
ized fiber.  It  is  stated  that  he  is  purchasing  for  cash,  and  has  good  refer- 
ences and  desires  to  act  as  agent 

Bicycles  and  accessories.  No.  -17428. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturing  firm  In  the  United 
States  stating  that  one  of  its  correspondents  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch 
with  manufacturers  of  electric  bicycles  and  accessories. 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  No.  17429. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  re- 
ports that  a  business  man  In  his  district  has  departed  for  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  agency  contracts  from  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  drugs,  chemicals,  pharmaceutical  specialties,  perfumery, 
and  other  toilet  articles.  It  is  stated  that  the  man  has  extensive  acquaint- 
ance among  firms  dealing  in  these  commodities.    References  are  given. 

Watchitmn's  clocks,  No.  17430. — ^A  firm  in  England  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  mana- 
facturers  of  portable  watchman's  tell-tale  cloclcs  or  time  recorders.  Illus- 
trated catalogues  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Cloth,  No.  17431. — A  business  man  In  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular  offi- 
cer that  he  desires  to  obtain  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  cloth,  such  as  "  Palm 
Beach  "  and  similar  materials.  Correspondence  may  be  conducted  In  Eng- 
lish. Samples,  prices,  etc.,  should  l>e  forwarded  at  once.  Reference  Is 
given. 

Photographic  supplies,  silver-plated  ware.  No.  17432. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  In  Italy  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  full  information  relative  to  camera  dry  plates  and  supplies  and  silver- 
plated  ware.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at 
once.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Pocket  lamps.  No.  17433. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  firm  of  commission  merchants  which  has  indicated 
a  desire  to  receive  descriptive  literature,  etc.,  relative  to  small  pocket  elec- 
tric fla8h-light&    It  is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid  in  advance. 

Engravers'  supplies.  No.  17434. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  reports 
that  there  is  a  shortage  of  engravers  supplies  in  his  district.  The  name  and 
address  of  a  business  man  who  Is  interested  In  these  supplies  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  bureau  or  it  branch  offices. 

Rolled  gold.  No.  17435. — A  firm  of  gold-plate  manufacturers  In  England  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  flat  rolled  gold  (not  wire). 

Chemicals,  No.  17436. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  wrlte.i  that  a 
man  In  his  district  contemplates  the  establishment  of  a  factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  dry  paints,  and  wishes  to  obtain  detailed  Information  from 
American  manufacturers  of  sulphate  of  lime,  resin  of  manganese,  sulphate 
of  baryta,  and  aniline  dyes  and  other  prime  materials  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  dry  paints.  He  states  that  no  credit  Is  desired.  References  are 
given. 

Wire,  pipe,  etc..  No.  17437. — A  business  man  In  Peru  writes  one  of  the  commer- 
cial agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  he 
desires  to  receive  price  lists,  discounts,  catalogues,  etc.,  relative  to  raw, 
galvanized,  bronze,  and  copper  wire;  barbed  wire;  iron  nails;  white  metal 
In  plates;  bronze  plates;  pig-iron  pipes;  galvanized  iron  pipes  and  acces- 
sories; bronze  faucets  for  water;  sanitary  supplies;  and  general  lines  of 
'    hardware. 
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SCOTCH  YIBX.  TAKES  AHEBICAH  AGENCY. 

Consul  J.  N.  McCunn,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  has  been  notified  by 
a  firm  of  that  city  that  it  has  received  the  agency  for  Scotland  of  an 
electric  company  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  firm  states  that  it  was 
put  into  communication  with  the  American  company  through  the 
activities  of  the  consular  office  of  which  Mr.  McGunn  is  in  charge. 


COKHEfiCE  BEFOBTS  AH)  BXJSD7ESS. 
(Vice  Consul  Joan  M.  Herrero,  Santo  Domingo,  Dominican  Bepobllc,  Jane  10.] 

As  a  result  of  the  publication  in  CoHitERCE  Kepobts  for  May  1, 
1915,  concerning  the  construction  of  a  new  electric  light  plant  in 
Santo  Domingo  City,  a  representative  of  an  electric  company  of 
New  York  is  here  studying  conditions.  It  is  understood  that  he  will 
make  proposals  which,  according  to  the  local  press,  will  be  favorable 
to  the  municipality. 

PACIFIC  COAST  TIHBEB  FOB  CUBA. 

[Consol  General  James  L.  Rodgers,  Habana,  July  2.] 

A  contract  has  been  closed  by  a  merchant  in  Habana  for  the  im- 
portation from  the  State  of  Washington  of  about  750,000  feet  of 
western  spruce  timber.  This  undoubtedly  will  be  the  first  consign- 
ment of  Pacific  coast  timber  to  Habana  by  way  of  the  Panama  Canal. 
It  will  unquestionably  also  be  the  forerunner  of  an  extensive  trade 
in  (hat  line,  inasmuch  as  a  great  many  of  the  lumbermen  of  Habana 
have  been  making  inquiries  concerning  the  importation  of  west  coast 
timber  and  lumber.  The  only  thing  in  the  present  instance  which  is 
unfavorable  is  the  high-freight  charges  which  obtain. 


The  steamship  Robert  DoUar  has  just  brought  from  Manila  to  San 
Francisco  6,600,000  pounds  of  refined  sugar,  4,398,000  pounds  copra, 
226  barrels  ooconut  oil,  and  85,055  cigars. 
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COHUESCE  THBOTJGH  THE  SAULT  STE.  HAEIE  CANALS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  through  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  Ste.  Marie  (Soo)  Canals  in 
June  of  this  year  and  in  1914. 

These  waterways  are  the  connecting  links  between  Lake  Superior 
and  the  lower  laftes,  and  the  traffic  through  the  canals  furnishes  a 
key  to  the  water-borne  trade  of  the  Lake  Superior  section  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

A  table  showing  the  movement  of  traffic  for  previous  months  since 
the  opening  of  the  present  season  will  be  found  in  Commerce  Re- 
forts,  June  11,  1915,  page  1148. 

Cofirvmerct  ofeanalt  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Midi.,  and  Ontario,  Canada,  during  June,  1914 

and  191S. 

(From  a  report  of  the  United  States  engineer  In  charge  o(  the  United  States  canal  at  Sault  Ste.  Uarie, 

Ulch.l 


Arttdss. 


Uontb  ending  Jane  30. 


Bastbound. 


United  States  canal. 


1914 


1915 


Canadian  canal. 


19U 


1915 


.ihort  tons. 
....Din 


Oram Vwwhels. 

Flour hanels. 

Iron  ore short  tons. 

Fig  iron do... 

Lumbar Uteet,  b.  m. 

Wheat bushels. 

Oeneral  merchaodbe short  tons. 

Passengers number. 


Coal,  hard short  tons. 

Coal,  soft do... 

Flour Inrrels. 

Manulkctured  iron short  tons. 

Bait Imrrels. 

General  merchandise short  tons. 

Fassengeis number. 


8.713 

1,0»,9«« 

M«,  ISO 

1,577,6« 

1,913 

70.140 

3,056,111 

25,133 

3,600 


13,316 

1,346,  «71 

539,574 

5,628,268 


406 

5,204.182 

280,050 

3,770,037 


1,938 

1,494,513 

388,330 

135,700 


73,353 

3,807,563 

34,530 

1,969 


3,007 

8,917,147 

7,927 

3,340 


7,337 
3,119,238 

16,  as 

1,798 


Westtwund. 


344,989 
1,512,894 


25,667 

70,740 

130,874 

1,998 


288,625 
1,588,335 


23,800 

84,872 

120,483 

3,365 


09,413 
333,795 
ISO 
3,785 
6,321 
73,990 
3,641 


12,006 
36,300 


4,504 


33,631 
1,361 


Summary. 


Total  freight,  east  bound short  tons. 

Total  freight,  westbound do... 

Grand  total,  both  ways do... 


1,918,991 
3,015,035 


3,934,026 


Vessel  passages number. 

Registered  tonnage net... 


1,813 
3,718,136 


5,956,517 
3,033,873 


7,990,380 


3,150 
5,840,330 


*''X 


4,654,055 


993 

4f  irtOf  )nK> 


384,001 
86,441 


370,443 


431 

(84,871 


COTTON  PBICES  IN  OEBHANY. 

[Weekly  report  of  American  Association  of  Commerce  and  Trade,  Berlin,  June  12.] 

In  view  of  the  limited  supply  on  hand,  the  price  of  raw  cotton  has 
reached  enormous  limits,  as  in  Bremen  30  cents  per  pound  was  asked 
on  May  31,  as  against  20  to  22  cents  before  the  conflict  with  Italy  and 
about  12  cents  before  the  war. 
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TBANSPOBTATION  OF  DAirSEBOTTS  ABTICtES  ON  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  rulings  made  by  the  United 
States  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  during  the  month  of  June, 
1915,  relating  to  transportation  of  certain  articles  on  steam  vessels 
carrying  passengers. 

Thermit  when  packed  in  tight  metal  containers  may  be  transported 
on  steamers  carrying  passengers,  and  igmtion  powder  used  in  con- 
nection therewith  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passen- 
gers under  the  same  conditions  as  ^npowder.  This  is  a  modifica- 
tion of  a  previous  ruling  that  thermit  is  a  dangerous  commodity  and 
shall  not  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers. 

KUzum  insecticide  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  pas- 
sengers under  the  same  conditions  as  refined  petroleum,  but  shall  not 
be  used  as  stores  on  passenger  or  pleasure  steamers. 

Oleum,  consisting  of  fuming  aulphurie  acid,  may  be  accepted  and 
transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers  when  packed  sepa- 
rately in  ^lass  bottles  of  not  more  than  5  pounds,  or  5  pints,  capacity, 
well  cusluoned,  and  separate  from  all  other  chemicals,  or  in  small 
iron  drums.    Carboys,  or  similar  receptacles,  are  unsafe. 

This  commodity  m  1-pound  bottles,  but  not  more  than  5  bottles 
in  one  lot,  may  be  shipped  in  the  same  case  with  other  chemicals, 
except  the  chlorates  and  chemicals  of  a  similar  nature,  if  surrounded 
by  a  sufficient  amount  of  satisfactory  absorbent,  such  as  mineral 
wool,  sifted  ashes,  or  infusorial  earth.  The  package  in  all  cases 
should  be  labeled  "Acid,"  and  must  be  transported  on  deck. 

Luxo  Haah  powder  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  pas- 
sengers under  the  same  conditions  as  gunpowder. 

Sun  metal  polish  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  pas- 
sengers and  may  be  used  as  stores  on  passenger  or  pleasure  steamers. 

MEETDTO  OF  BTTSSIAN-AHESICAH  CHAMBER  OF  COHUESCE. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  June  3.] 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Russian- American  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, Mr.  A.  V.  Behr  read  an  interesting  report  on  his  recent  trip 
to  the  United  States,  in  which  he  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
chamber  should  increase  the  number  of  agents  in  the  United  States 
in  order  to  establish  closer,  connections  between  the  commercial  and 
industrial  circles  of  Russia  and  America  and  to  enroll  a  greatet  num- 
ber of  Americans  among  the  members  of  the  chamber.  After  hearing 
this  report  the  meeting  decided  to  open  a  branch  of  the  chamber  of 
commerce  at  Petrograd,  and  to  use  every  effort  to  open  another 
branch  at  New  York. 

It  was  decided  to  organize  a  bureau  for  distributing  information 
and  for  executing  all  kinds  of  commissions  in  connection  with  the 
interchange  of  goods  with  the  United  States,  and  a  committee  was 
appointea  f or  this  purpose.  Another  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  organizing  a  Russian- American  bank. 

To  acquaint  American  dealers  and  manufacturers  with  the  condi- 
tions of  Kufisian  trade  and  industry,  the  meeting  decided  to  issue  a 
special  pamphlet  on  the  financial  and  economical  situation  in  Russia, 
and  the  prospects  for  Russian- American  trade.  The  compilation  ot 
the  plan  of  sm^  a  pamphlet  was  intrusted  to  the  editor  of  the  Journal 
of  toe  Busman- American  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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APPOnmCEHTS  TO  THE  CENSTTS  BTHLEAir. 

The  Bepublican  Publicity  Association,  through  its  president,  Jona- 
than Bourne,  jr.,  having  asked  certain  information  respecting  ap- 
pointments in  connection  with  the  Census  of  Manufactures  now  going 
on,  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  full  copy,  has  been  sent  him, 
together  with  the  tables  published  here  in  connection  with  the  letter : 

June  29,  1915. 
H(m.  Jonathan  Boubne,  Jr., 

President  Republican  Publicity  Association, 

1101  Real  Estate  Trust  Buildinff,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mt  Dear  Sib  :  The  Director  of  the  Census  has  brought  to  my  attention  year 
letters  to  bim  of  June  14  and  19  and  bis  to  you  of  June  17.  The  substance  of 
this  correspondence  Is  your  request  to  be  given  a  list  of  persons  appointed  after 
March  3,  1913,  to  take  the  manufactures  census,  and  also  of  all  other  persons 
appointed  In  the  Census  Bureau  after  that  date  outside  of  tJhe  classified  civil 
service,  with  the  State  from  which  each  was  appointed.  Tou  were  informed 
"  that  it  Is  not  the  policy  of  the  Bureau  (of  the  Census)  to  furnish  such  infor- 
mation, even  if  it  were  practicable,"  and  that  It  would  Involve  more  time  and 
labor  on  the  part  of  our  employees  than  would  be  Justifiable.  Tou  asked  "  why 
It  Is  the  policy  of  the  bureau  not  to  furnish  such  information." 

There  are  two  reasons  for  this  policy.  The  first  one  Is  that  requests  from 
many  private  sources  frequently  reach  the  department  for  lists  of  employees  to 
be  used  for  various  personal  purposes,  such  as  advertising,  solicitations  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  and  others  that  will  be  familiar  to  you.  The  department  has  uni- 
formly declined  to  give  tills  data  for  such  purposes,  because  it  is  not  deemed 
right  to  use  the  public  clerical  force  in  aid  of  private  inquiries  of  this  character. 

Secondly,  tbe  department  knows  of  no  law  authorizing  the  work  required  to 
furnish  such  lists,  and  has  no  appropriation  for  work  of  the  kind. 

It  is  a  pleasure,  however,  to  supplement  the  information  given  by  the  Director 
of  Uie  Census  in  bis  letter  to  you  of  the  17t]i  by  a  full  statement  of  the  facts 
concerning  the  manufactures  census  now  in  operation. 

The  field  work  for  this  census  whs  begun  on  Februai-y  1, 1915,  and  a  circular 
concerning  appointments  was  issued,  dated  November  23,  1914,  of  which  a  copy 
is  inclosed  [following  tables].  Prior  to  the  issuance  of  that  circular  50  special 
agents  were  employed  upon  the  preliminary  work.  During  the  period  from 
March  S,  1913.  to  November  23,  1914,  346  persons  were  appointed  outside  of  the 
classified  civil  service.  Of  this  number  139  were  temporary  clerks  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  the  legislative,  executive,  and  Judicial  appropriation  act 
of  August  23,  1912,  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  June  30,  1913 ;  121  were  special 
agents  employed  on  the  wealth,  debt,  and  taxation  inquiry;  50  were  manufac- 
tures agents  employed  for  the  preliminary  work ;  and  36  were  special  agents 
employed  on  other  inquiries.  (For  statement  showing  inquiries  upon  whi<dt 
employed  and  the  total  number  by  States  see  Table  1.) 

Since  November  23,  1914,  1,264  persons  have  l>een  employed  outside  of  the 
classified  civil  service.  Of  this  number  32  were  women  and  1,232  were  men. 
"(For  statement  showing  inquiries  upon  which  employed  and  the  total  number 
by  States  see  Table  2.)  From  October  1,  1914,  when  the  first  appointments  for 
the  manufactures  work  began,  up  to  May  31,  1915,  the  longest  term  of  employ- 
ment of  any  manufactures  agent  has  been  242  days,  the  average  term  62  days, 
and  the  greatest  number  employed  at  any  one  lime  1,216.  In  the  census  of  1905 
the  longest  term  of  employment  of  any  special  agent  was  from  February  12  to 
October  18,  1005 — 217  days;  the  average  term  of  employment  57  days,  and  the 
greatest  number  employed  at  any  one  time  738.  In  the  census  of  1010  the  longest 
term  of  employnieut  of  any  special  agent  was  from  January  31, 1910,  to  January 
24,  1011,  or  340  days;  the  average  term  of  employment  was  102  days,  and  th^ 
greatest  number  employed  nt  any  one  time.  1,227. 

During  the  month  of  April,  1915,  the  services  of  54  agents  were  terminated. 
In  May,  61,  and  in  June,  up  to  the  26th,  inclusive,  368.  (See  table  3,  showing 
number  by  States.)  The  work  was  at  the  maximum  in  the  month  of  May.  It 
is  expected  that  the  field  work  will  be  closed  about  the  end  of  July  and  that 
at  that  time  practically  the  entire  force  will  be  disbanded. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  preliminary  and  field  work  of  the  present 
census  compares  with  the  expense  for  similar  work  of  the  last  maua&ctvrei 
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census  as  follows:  1915,  $814,100;  1910,  $811,000.  It  will  please  you  to  learn 
tbat  the  work  of  the  present  census,  although  involving  more  labor  than  any 
previous  one  because  of  the  growth  of  the  country  during  the  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  the  last  similar  census,  has  been  accomplished  at  approxi- 
mately the  same  cost  and  in  shorter  time.  The  field  work  is  at  present  about 
two  months  ahead  of  the  previous  record,  and  a  like  result  Is  expected  to 
appear  in  presenting  the  results  of  the  complete  work  to  the  public. 

In  taking  this  census  of  manufactures  a  special  effort  was  made  to  cooperate 
with  business  and  commercial  bodies  throughout  the  country.  To  that  end  the 
Director  of  the  Census  personally  visited  numerous  cities  in  the  eastern,  cen- 
tral, and  western  parts  of  our  country  to  confer  with  industrial  and  com- 
mercial bodies.  The  suggestions  made  by  these  representative  bnslnera  asso- 
ciations were  in  large  part  Incorporated  in  the  schedules  on  which  the  census 
was  taken.  The  result  of  this  cooperation  was  that  shortly  after  the  collec- 
tion of  the  reports  commenced  over  50,000  schedules  were  voluntarily  filled 
out  and  sent  In  by  manufacturers,  resulting  in  the  collection  of  this  mass 
of  data  without  the  employment  of  special  agents  In  the  field.  As  a  result  of 
this  work  I  had  the  pleasure  of  requesting  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
of  the  Senate  to  reduce  by  $40,000  the  appropriation  which  had  at  tbat  time 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  and  was  pending  before  the  Senate,  which 
Tednction  was  made 

Appreciating  the  privilege  which  your  communication  gives  of  making  the 
admirable  record  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  public  in  the  fullest  way,  let 
me  say  that  a  copy  of  this  communication  will  be  printed  in  full  in  Cohuebck 
Repobts,  published  dally  by  this  department,  in  order  tbat  the  facts  may  be 
known  as  widely  as  possible. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours,  very  truly, 

iWnxiAif  C.  Redfikld. 
Becretary  of  Commerce, 

The  tables  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  follow : 


-APFOIMTMSNTS  FROM  MAB.  3,  lUS,  TO  NOV.  33, 

1914. 
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TABLE  2.— APPOINTMENTS  FROM  NOV.  M,  1M4,  TO  JONE  2),  Itlt. 


United  States. 

Manufactures. 

Other  Inquiries. 

Total 

0(001 

Men. 

Women 
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Total. 
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Total 
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32 
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6 

£ 
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32 
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Tabli  3.— manufactures  AGENT   SEPARATED  FROM  SERVICE,   APRIL,  MAY,  AND 

TO  JUNE  26, 191S. 


United  States. 

April. 

May. 

June.o 

Total. 

United  States. 
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June.o 

Total. 
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a  To  lune  26. 
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Tabu  S.— KAMTTFACTUBEB  AOENT  separated  prom   service,  APRIL,  MAY,  AND 

TO  JUNE  28,  191S— Continued. 


United  States. 

AprO. 

May. 

Jnne. 

TotaL 

United  States. 

AprO. 

May. 
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Total. 
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1 

15 
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I 

...... 

3 

1 

4 

3 

Total 

54 

61 

368 
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In  the  Secretary's  letter  reference  is  made  to  a  circular  concerning 
appointments  that  was  issued  November  23,  1914.    The  circular  is. 
reproduced  herewith: 

CIRCirLAB  OF  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  APPOINTMENTS. 
Census  of  Manufactures,  1914. 

1.  AboQt  Fd>niary  1, 1015,  tbe  Barean  of  the  Census  will  begin  the  field  can- 
xasa  for  the  collection  of  statistics  for  the  census  of  manufactures.  This  canvass 
will  be  carried  on  principally  by  local  special  agents. 

2.  These  agents  will  collect  statistics  concerning  capital,  persons  employed, 
wages  and  salaries  paid,  cost  of  materials,  value  of  products,  and  details  in 
regard  to  the  character  of  machinery  and  power  from  all  manufacturers  in  their 
respective  districta 

3.  Agents  will  be  jwid  at  the  minimum  rate  of  $3  a  day  for  every  day  actually 
employed.  Under  their  appointments  they  may  earn  as  much  as  $4.50  a  day, 
depending  upon  the  number  of  schedules  secured.  Each  will  be  assigned  a  dis- 
trict, and  while  working  in  the  principal  city  of  that  district  no  allowance  in 
lien  of  subsistence  will  be  granted.  When  they  are  required  to  work  elsewhere, 
bowever,  than  in  the  principal  city  for  which  they  are  appointed  they  will  be 
granted  an  allowance  in  lieu  of  subsistence,  and  also  their  necessary  traveling 
expenses.  The  amount  of  the  allowance  in  lieu  of  subsistence  will  depend  upon 
local  conditions,  and  can  not  be  determined  at  this  time. 

4.  The  term  of  employment  will  be  from  two  to  four  months,  depending  upon 
the  number  of  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  diCFerent  districts. 

5.  This  is  quite  difficult  work,  and  in  order  to  do  it  satisfactorily  an  agent 
should  have  at  least  a  common-school  education  and  some  business  experience, 
preferably  along  accounting,  manufacturing,  or  statistical  lines. 

6.  ApplicanLa  must  be  persons  of  good  character  and  habits  (not  addicted  to 
the  use  of  intoxicants  in  any  form),  which  facts  must  be  vouched  for  by  at 
least  three  persons  who  are  personally  acquainted  with  the  applicant. 

7.  Applicants  must  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

8.  AK>licanta  must  be  between  the  ages  of  21  and  00  years.  (Married  men  of 
8tan4ing  In  their  districts  will  be  given  preference  In  appointments.) 

9.  Applicants  must  be  in  good  health  and  physically  able  to  iwrform  the  re- 
quired duty. 

10.  Women  will  not  be  employed  on  this  fleldwork. 

11.  Tbe  persons  selected  for  appointment  will  be  required  to  pass  a  practical 
examination  to  test  their  qualifications.  This  test  will  be  given  by  a  represen- 
tative of  the  bureau.  He  wlU  also  instruct  the  local  agents  and  start  them  in 
their  work: 

Wm.  J.  Habbis, 
Director  of  the  Census. 
NOVXKBEB  23,  1914.  

"MofaHS  on  hire"  are  advertised  by  the  Municipal  Electricity  De- 
ptitment  of  Shanghai,  China. 
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COTTON  FBODXrCnON  IH  THE  TTinTED  STATES. 

The  forthcoming  report  on  cotton  production  in  the  United 
States,  soon  to  be  issued  by  Director  Sam.  L.  Rogers  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  and  prejpared  under  the 
supervision  of  William  M.  Steuart,  chief  statistician  in  charge 
of  the  inquiry,  will  show  the  American  cotton  crop  of  1914 — 16,- 
134,930  equivalent  600-pound  bales — to  have  been  the  largest  ever 
produced,  exceeding  the  1913  crop  by  nearly  2,000,000  bales,  or  about 
14  per  cent.  The  largest  crop  raised  prior  to  1914  was  that  of  1911 — 
15,692,701  bales.  The  tables  contained  in  this  report  will  be  re- 
printed in  the  annual  cotton  bulletin  to  be  published  in  September, 
which  will  also  include  further  data  as  to  production,  consumption, 
imports,  exports,  and  stocks  of  cotton. 

The  increase  in  the  production  of  linters  during  the  past  15  years 
•  is  noteworthy.  Starting  at  114,544  bales  in  1899,  the  output  or  this 
product  increased  to  791,464  bales  in  1914,  or  by  nearly  600  per  cent, 
although  the  amount  of  cotton  ginned  increased  by  less  than  75  per 
cent  during  the  same  period.  This  increase  in  the  linter  production 
is  due  principally  to  closer  delinting  of  the  seed  for  the  better  sepa- 
ration of  the  meat  from  the  hulls.  Many  mills  now  obtain  consider- 
ably more  than  100  poimds  of  linters  per  ton  of  seed  treated, 
whereas  in  earlier  years  50  pounds  per  ton  was  a  high  yield. 

Sea-island  cotton,  of  which  81,654  running  bales  were  ginned  in 
1914,  represented  in  that  year  only  a  trifle  more  than  one-half  of  1 
per  cent  of  the  total  cotton  produced.  The  largest  crop  of  sea- 
island  cotton  raised  in  any  year  between  1899  and  1914  was  that  of 
1911 — 119,293  bales.  This  variety  of  cotton  is  produced  in  only  three 
States — Georgia,  Florida,  and  South  Carolina. 

Although  cotton  is  grown  in  18  States,  only  6 — ^Texas,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  South  Carolina,  Oklahoma,  and  Mississippi — produced 
more  than  a  million  bales  each  in  1914.  The  combined  growth  of 
these  6  States  represented  over  four-fifths  of  the  total  crop  of  that 
year. 

Texas  alone  produced  4,592,112  bales,  or  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  total  grown  in  1914.  The  next  greatest  production  was  that  of 
Greorgia.  2,718,037  bales,  or  one-sixth  of  the  total.  Other  States  pro- 
ducing large  crops  were  Alabama,  with  1.751,375  bales,  or  10.8  per 
cent  of  the  total ;  South  Carolina,  with  1,533,810  bales,  or  9.5  per  cent 
of  the  total;  Oklahoma,  with  1,262,176  bales,  or  7.8  per  cent  of  the 
total;  and  Mississippi,  with  1,245,535  bales,  or  7.7  per  cent  of  the 
total. 

The  cotton  production  of  California,  which  has  recently  taken  up 
the  growth  of  this  staple,  is  increasing  rapidly.  In  this  State  49,835 
bales  were  ginned  in  1914,  as  compared  with  22,838  in  1913  and  8,215 
in  1912.  Not  all  this  cotton  was  grown  in  California,  however,  since 
the  figures  given  include  cotton  raised  in  the  Mexican  portion  of  the 
Imperial  Valley  and  brought  into  California  to  be  ginned. 

Although  the  cotton  production  of  Arizona  still  amounts  to  an  in- 
significant fraction  of  the  total  for  the  country,  it  is  increasing  rap- 
idlv,  7.142  bales  being  reported  for  this  State  in  1914,  as  compared 
with  2,299  for  1913. 

The  banner  cotton  county  in  respect  to  number  of  bales  produced  is 
Ellis  Coimty,  Tex.,  in  which  the  ginnings  from  the  growth  of  1914 
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amounted  to  143,714  bales — approximately  75  per  cent  more  than  the 
entire  crop  of  Missouri  or  Florida,  about  three  times  that  of  Califor- 
nia, and  nearly  six  times  that  of  Virginia.  The  area  of  Ellis  Coimty 
is  975  square  miles  and  its  population  is  about  55,000. 


COOFEBATIYE  UABKETIHO  DT  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

[Consul  General  Evan  B.  Toung,  Halifax,  Canada,  Jane  SO.] 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  United  Fruit  Companies  of  Nova 
Scotia,  Limited,  was  recently  held  at  Berwick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  was 
attended  by  representatives  from  all  of  the  42  companies  which 
make  up  the  parent  body. 

According  to  the  report  submitted  by  the  board  of  management 
406,301  barrels  of  apples  were  handled  during  the  past  season,  at  a 
net  average  of  $1.C7  per  barrel.  The  total  turnover  for  the  year 
amounted  to  $1,130,770.55  and  wa£^ compiled  as  follows: 

Apples f714, 162. 22 

PoUtoes 131, 773.  84 

Feed  and  flour 111,059.79 

Fertilizer 102, 316. 64 

Seeds 21, 613. 49 

Spray  material 30, 062. 07 

Merchandise I 17, 641. 39 

Insurance 2, 141. 11 

Figures  were  given  to  show  the  economy  of  cooperative  marketing, 
and  the  statement  was  made  that  on  a  barrel  of  apples  selling  m 
Liverpool  at  12  shillings  ($2.92)  the  organization  saved  17  cents, 
compared  with  the  independent  shipper. 

(Canadian  Press  Dispatch,  June  30.] 
Kaln  Spoils  Apple  Crop. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  fruit  growers  of  Nova  Scotia,  held 
to-day  at  Berwick,  it  was  announced  that  the  blossom  promise  of  a 
2,000,000-barrel  crop  will  fail.  The  continued  cool  rains  have  pre- 
vented the  setting  of  fruit.  An  estimate  is  now  made  of  a  crop 
slightly  over  a  million  barrels.  Growers  seem  optimistic  over  the 
outlook  for  prices  in  the  British  market. 


FAVORABLE  SOUTH  AFBICAN  IMF0BT8. 

[Vice  Comal  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  Jane  4.]' 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  value  of  imports  received  into 
the  Union  of  South  Africa  through  the  various  channels  during  the 
months  of  May,  1914  and  1915. 


1914 


1«U 


Cape  Town 

PortEUsabeUi 

East  London 

Duiljan 

Looroica  Marques 

otter  ports  and  stations 
By  post 

Total 


t2,l«,61« 
3,0m,916 
l,240,3RS 
3.809,379 
3,004,«RI 
178,922 
247, 03S 


12,G3i,»41 


*3,3g3,4W 
2,H58,31S 
1,103,090 
3,974,592 

997,  n4 
61,818 


12,379,048 
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MEASUBEHEirrS  FOB  THE  HOUSEHOLD. 

A  new  circular  on  "  Measurements  for  the  Household  "  has  been 
sent  to  press  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  "Washington.  This  subject  is 
a  part  of  the  larger  science  of  home  economics.  The  circular  aims  to 
present  a  simple  account  of  the  more  important  kinds  of  measure- 
ments involved  and  their  practical  use  in  the  work  of  the  home 
maker.  In  the  ai>pendp:  is  given  a  brief  account  of  the  bureau's 
activity  in  connection  with  the  weights  and  measures  of  trade. 

The  first  edition  wiU  be  a  prelinunary  one,  and  the  cooperation  of 
representative  specialists  in  home  economics  throughout  the  country 
has  been  promised  in  making  the  final  edition  as  useful  as  possible 
to  the  home  maker. 

Copies  may  be  obtained  free  upon  application  addressed  to  the 
Bureau  of  Standards.  Bequests  will  be  received  at  any  time,  although 
the  printed  copies  will  not  be  available  for  distribution  untU  August. 
The  following  table  of  contents  will  show  clearly  the  general  scope 
of  the  circular: 

I.  Introduction :  Purpose  of  this  circular ;  rOle  of  measurement  In  dally  life ; 
measures  of  trade  and  their  Inspection;  measurement  of  household  materials 
and  processed ;  household  measuring  appliances ;  educational  value  of  household 
measurements. 

II.  Commodities:  Measurement  as  a  factor  In  purchasing;  necessity  and  pro- 
cedure to  eliminate  false  measures;  national  net-content-of -container  law; 
household  weights  and  measures  test  set,  Including  accuracy  needed  in  household 
measurement  of  purchases,  apimratus  suitable  for  household  inspection,  weigh- 
ing scale,  liquid  measures  and  graduate,  dry  measures,  length  measures ;  method 
of  using  the  household  test  set,  purchasing  commodities.  In  general,  by  weight, 
by  liquid  measure,  by  dry  measure,  by  linear  measure,  checking  total  price 
charged ;  States  having  laws  as  to  measuring  dry  commodities,  covering  States 
requiring  sale  by  weight.  States  requiring  definite  weights.  States  establishing 
legal  or  standard  weights,  States  requiring  definite  weights  when  sold  by  weight. 
States  not  establishing  any  legal  weights,  checking  dry  commodities  by  dry 
measures,  interpretation  of  State  laws;  methods  of  checking  weights  of  com- 
luoditles — meat,  poultry  and  fish,  goods  In  original  packages,  liquids  in  bulk, 
liquids  In  containers,  use  of  graduate,  receptacles'  uses,  scale  of  dry  commodities, 
sale  of  bulky  commodities,  checking  dry  commodities  by  weight ;  special  method 
of  checldng  certain  commodities  and  containers — coal,  wood  In  cords.  Ice,  tanks, 
boilers,  silos,  etc.,  rectangular  tank,  cylindrical  tank,  determining  percentage 
shortage. 

IIL  Heat:  What  is  meant  by  temperature  and  by  heat;  thermometers;  con- 
venient tests  for  thermometers;  household  thermometers.  Including  room  tem- 
perature thermometers,  temperature  out  of  doors,  clinical  or  "  fever  "  thermome- 
ters, reading  clinical  thermometers,  bath  thermometers,  incubator  thermometers, 
mini  thermometers,  maximum  and  minimum  thermometers,  candy-maldng  ther- 
mometers, oven  thermometers,  refrigerator  temperatures;  refrigeration,  includ- 
ing refrigerators,  cooling  by  evaporation,  frost;  heating  value  of  fuels;  the 
saving  of  heat;  comparison  of  heat  Insulators;  radiation;  heat  In  the  household. 
Including  beating  of  rooms,  amount  of  heat  required  to  warm  fresh  air,  amount . 
of  heat  used  In  cooking  and  some  other  household  operations,  regulation  of' 
stoves,  ranges,  and  other  heating  appliances,  table  of  useful  temperatures. 

IV.  Light :  Units  of  measurements ;  sources  and  cost  of  light.  Including  mis- 
cellaneous lamps,  gas  lamps,  electric  lamps;  artificial  light.  Including  general 
principles,  special  rules,  shades,  reflectors,  and  diffusing  glassware. 

V.  Electricity :  Electrical  units ;  principle  of  the  watt-hour  meter ;  accuracy  of 
the  watt-hour  meter ;  causes  of  high  bills  for  electricity ;  reading  the  watt-hour 
meter  dials;  checking  the  watt-hour  meter  by  the  householder;  how  to  have  a 
watt-hour  meter  tested;  tolerance  allowed  for  watt-hour  meters. 

VI.  Gas:  Description  of  a  gas  meter;  bow  to  read  the  gas-meter  index; 
cost  per  hour  of  gas  consumed  in  apidiances;  prepayment  gas  meters;  errors 
of  gas  meters. 
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vii.  'Water:  Measnre  of  water  supply;  water  meters;  accuracy  of  water 
meters ;  reading  water  meters ;  using  the  water  meter  as  a  measuring  appliance. 

VIll.  AtmoBpberIc  humidity:  Effects  of  humidity;  proper  homidity  for 
boaaes;  regulation  of  humidity;  amount  of  water  needed;  how  biunidlty  is 
expressed ;  measuring  humidity. 

IX.  Denrity  of  liquids:  Uses  and  definition  of  specific  gravity;  determina- 
tion of  specific  gravity;  classes  of  hydrometers;  choice  of  a  hydrometer;  use 
of  the  hydrometer ;  method  of  reading ;  Influence  of  temperature. 

X.  Atmospheric  pressure:  Uses  of  the  aneroid  barometer;  how  aneroids 
work ;  some  defects  to  be  avoided. 

XI.  Time:  Types  of  household  clocks;  moving  a  pendulum  clock;  setting  a 
dock;  regnlation  of  a  clock;  to  correct  the  striking  of  a  clock;  correct  time; 
(are  of  timepieces;  nse  of  a  timepiece  in  the  kitchen. 

Appendix  I:  Bureau  of  Standards  interest  in  local  weights  and  measures; 
nation-wide  Investigation  of  trade  weights  and  measures ;  faulty  apparatus  and 
short  measure;  tables  of  legal  weights  (in  pounds)  per  bushel  of  various  com- 
uodities ;  tables  of  weights  and  measures. 


UmiANS  IS  THE  TJinTEO  STATES. 

A  mach  lower  rate  of  growth  for  the  Indian  population  than  for 
the  white ;  an  increasing  admixture  of  white  blood ;  decreasing  vitalr 
ity  of  full-blood  Indians,  indicating  a  tendency  to  disappear  alto- 
gether; increasing  attendance  at  school  and  decreasing  illiteracy; 
an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  the  self-supporting;  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  reservation  Indians — these  are  some  of  the  salient 
facts  set  forth  in  the  special  report  on  the  Indian  population  of  the 
United  States  and  Alaska,  soon  to  be  issued  by  the  I3ureau  of  the 
Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  which  will  send  free  copies  on 
application.  This  report  brings  together  all  the  principal  statistics 
relating  to  the  Indian  population  which  were  collected  at  the  last 
census. 

The  Indian  population  of  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  Alaska 
and  the  insular  possessions,  in  1910  was  265,683,  representing  an 
increase  of  17,430,  or  7  per  cent,  over  the  number  reported  in  1890, 
when  the  Census  Bureau  made  its  first  enumeration  of  Indians.  Thus 
at  the  last  census  the  only  Americans  whose  native  ancestry  extends 
further  back  than  a  century  or  two — or  three  at  the  utmost — consti- 
tuted less  than  three-tenths  of  1  per  cent  of  the  entire  population  of 
the  country. 

The  occupations  in  which  Indians  are  engaged  are  diversified  in 
character,  ranging  all  the  way  from  unskilled  labor  to  some  of  the 
highest  proprietary,  official,  professional,  and  skilled  pursuits. 
Among  the  Indian  population  are  found  manufacturers,  oankers, 
United  States  officials,  mechanical  engineers,  locomotive  engineers, 
telegraph  operators,  actors,  artists,  clergymen,  college  professors, 
physicians,  surgeons,  and  lawyers.  The  great  mass  of  the  Indian 
workers  in  the  United  States,  however,  are  engaged  in  a  compara- 
tively small  number  of  occupations.  In  fact,  85.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  niunber  of  gainfully  employed  Indians  were  found  in  seven 
occupation  groups:  Agricultural  laborers,  35.5  per  cent;  farmers  and 
stock  raisers,  29.2  per  cent;  lumbermen,  raftsmen,  and  woodchoppers, 
2.4  per  cent;  laborers  in  manufacturing  and  transportation,  6.3  per 
cent;  basket  makers  and  weavers,  7.4  per  cent;  launderers  and  laim- 
dresses,  1.9  per  cent;  and  servants  and  waiters,  2.6  per  cent 
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BECOBD-BKEAEINa  OUTPUT  OF  BAUXITE  AND  ALTnUNUM. 

The  production  of  bauxite  and  the  consumption  of  aluminum  in 
the  United  States  in  1914  were  the  largest  ever  recorded.  The  report 
prepared  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  shows  an  output 
of  219,318  long  tons  of  bauxite,  valued  at  $1,069^94,  in  1914,  against 
210,241  long  tons,  valued  at  $997,698,  in  1913. 

Bauxite  is  used  in  the  production  of  metallic  aluminum  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  aluminum  salts,  of  bauxite  bricks,  and  of  alundum. 
The  use  of  bauxite  in  the  production  of  the  metal  aluminum  is  by  far 
the  most  important  one,  and  the  largest  part  of  the  bauxite  produced 
in  Arkansas,  as  well  as  most  of  that  imported,  is  used  in  the 
aliuninum  industry. 

Alundum,  which  is  used  extensively  as  an  abrasive,  is  made  at 
Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  by  fusing  calcined  bauxite  in  an  electric  fur- 
nace. Alundum  is  especially  efficient  for  the  grinding  of  steel  forg- 
ings  and  castings.  Only  the  best  grades  of  bauxite  are  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  such  chemicals  as  alum,  aluminum  sulphate,  and 
aluminum  salts,  as  freedom  from  oxide  of  iron  is  desirable  for  such 
purposes. 

Ajiother  use  to  which  bauxite  is  adapted  is  in  the  manufacture  of 
calcium  aluminate,  which  gives  a  quick  set  to  plaster  compositions. 

The  quantity  of  aluminum  consumed  in  the  United  Stat^  in  1914 
was  79,129,000  poimds,  against  72,379,000  pounds  in  1913  and 
65,607,000  pounds  in  1912.  The  growth  of  the  industry  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  production  was  150  pounds  in  1884,  550,000  poimcjs 
in  1894,  and  8,600,000  pounds  in  1904. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  aluminum  and  of  manufactures  of 
aluminum  amounted  to  $1,546,510  in  1914,  as  compared  with  $966,094 
in  1913. 

Aluminum  is  the  most  abundant  of  metals  and  ranks  third  among 
the  elements  which  compose  the  crust  of  the  earth,  being  exceeded 
only  by  oxygen  and  silicon.  It  is  an  important  constituent  of  all 
common  rocks  except  certain  sedimentary  rocks,  as  sandstone  and 
limestone.  It  is  never  found  native,  or  in  elementary  form,  but 
occurs  as  an  oxide,  hydrous  oxide,  fluoride,  phosphate,  sulphate, 
eilicate,  or  other  compound.  The  only  source  of  the  metal  so  far 
commercially  utilized  is  bauxite,  an  ore  that  contains  50  to  60  per 
cent  of  alumina  (the  common  oxide) ,  which  corresponds  to  a  metallic 
content  of  26.5  to  31.8  per  cent  of  aluminum. 

The  consumption  of  aluminum  is  constantly  expanding,  and  aside 
from  its  use  in  the  manufacture  of  cooking  utensils,  it  is  being  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  automobile  castings  and  of  welded 
tanks  used  by  brewers,  preserve  manufacturers,  and  fat  renderers 
and  for  wire  for  power-transmission  lines.  Other  uses  which  are  im- 
portant in  their  adaptability  and  efficiency  but  which  absorb  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  domestic  product  are  the  manufacture  of  pow- 
dered metal  used  as  a  paint  pigment  and  in  making  aluminum  foil. 
Aluminum  foil  is  gradually  displacing  tin-foil,  which  heretofore 
has  been  used  for  wrapping  cheese,  candies,  tobacco,  tea,  and  other 
products. 

A  copy  of  the  report  may  be  obtained,  when  issued,  on  application 
to  the  Director  of  the  United  States  (geological  Sxirvey,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
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ASTANCniG  PBICES  BEITEnT  SECOHSABY-KETAI  TRADE. 


Stocks  of  secondary  metals  in  the  United  States  were  fairly  large 
at  the  b^^inning  of  1914,  and  metal  prices  were  low  during  most  of 
the  year,  so  that  the  trade  in  waste  metals  and  dross^  was  smaller 
in  Tolume  and  less  profitable  than  usual,  but  advancing  metal  prices 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  good  stocks  of  most  metals 
arailaole  to  take  advantage  ot  higher  prices  made  more  favorable 
trade  conditions.  The  result  was  that,  on  the  whole,  business  for 
the  year  was  not  as  bad  as  anticipated. 

More  Systematic  Basil  for  Industry. 

'  The  United  States  Geological  Sm-vey,  which  has  issued  a  report 
on  the  recovery  of  secondary  metals  in  1914,  describes  the  efforts 
that  have  been  made  to  put  this  industiy  on  a  more  systematic  basis 
through  the  formation,  in  that  year,  of  the  metal  section  of  the 
National  Association  of  Waste  Material  Dealers,  and  gives  the 
details  of  the  production,  under  this  classification,  of  copper,  lead, 
zinc,  antimony,  tin,  and  aluminum.  It  explains  in  introducing  the 
summary  of  reports  that  "secondary  metals"  are  those  recovered 
from  scrap  metal,  sweepings,  skimmings,  drosses,  etc.,  as  distin- 
guished from  those  derived  from  ore,  which  are  termed  "primary 
metals."  The  reports  received  do  not  include  the  large  quantity  of 
iron  and  steel  remelted,  and  no  figures  are  given  for  nickel,  gold, 
alver,  or  platinum. 

Supply  from  Kamifaetnrliif  aad  Kailway  Centers. 

I  The  manufacturing  and  railway  centers  contribute  the  bulk  of  the 
metal  wastes,  and  when  general  trade  and,  consequently,  transporta- 
tion are  dull,  the  production  of  scrap  metal  and  residues  declines. 

Reports  were  made  by  aj^roximately  550  users  of  secondary  mate- 
rial. About  140  were  in  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  160  in 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  and  Maryland, 
90  in  Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  80  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Wisconsin. 

The  following  table  shows  the  recovery  of  secondary  metals  in  the 
United  States,  in  short  tons,  with  their  values,  in  1914  and  1913,  the 
decrease  in  value  being  due  partljr  to  smaller  output  and  partly  to 
lower  average  prices  for  copper,  zinc,  lead,  tin,  and  aluminum: 


UcUl. 


1913 


Quantity.        Valtia. 


1914 


QusDtltr.        Value. 


Sarondarr  eoppw,  iDdadlng  that  In  tUoys  otbar 

than  teass 

Remelted  bnaa 

Secondary  lead 

Kecovered  lead  bi  alloys 

Scoondary  spelter 

Recovered  zinc  In  alloys  other  than  brass , 

Secondary  tin 

Racorered  tin  In  alloys 

BeeoDdary  antimany , 

SeooTered  aatimoDy  in  alloys , 

Seeondary  aluralnmn 

Beooverad  aluminum  In  alloys 

I         Total 


120,536,088 
24,091,969 


66,980 
99, 319 
33,104 
39,730 
M.OOS 
3,743 

7;7M|}    ».M7,S7» 

401,963 


!: 


45 
2,C60 
2,198 
2,456 


,409,302 
6,019,776 


3,199,480 


58,556 

99,038 

29,337 

81,725 

42,969 

3,914 

4,635 

7,912 

a,  645 
2,791 
1,731 


tl5, 435,363 
21,054,300 

4,7(2,838 
4,782,0n 

8,8sr,in 

444,844 
1,673,140 


314,414 


73,786,087 


385,154 


t7, 099, 700 
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ABOENTprE  HABEET  FOB  HATS  ASS  CAPS. 

[Vice  Consul  EU  Taylor,  Buenos  Aires,  Apr.  30.] 

According  to  the  official  returns  of  the  Argentine  industrial  cen- 
sus, there  were  in  Buenos  Aires  86  firms  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  hats.  These  86  firms,  which  represent  fully  95  per  cent  of  the 
hat  industry  of  the  entire  Republic,  employed  1,847  people,  whose 
combined  salaries  amounted  to  $868,143  United  States  currency. 
The  raw  material  consumed  was  valued  at  $1,201,179,  $721,934  worth 
of  which  was  imported  from  foreign  countries  and  the  remainder 
produced  locally.  The  combined  annual  sales  of  these  86  firms 
amounted  to  $3,139,187. 

Of  the  86  Buenos  Aires  firms  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  hats, 
8  have  a  capacity  of  150  dozen  hats  or  more  per  day,  15  to  20  firms 
produce  50  dozen  hats  or  more,  and  the  others  are  small  concerns 
whose  daily  output  runs  from  2  to  50  dozen  hats.  The  most  popular 
headgear  in  Argentina  is  the  soft  felt  hat  manufactured  locally  from 
rabbit  hair  imported  from  France,  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Great 
Britain.  Very  limited  quantities  of  nutria  hair  are  consumed,  and 
this  is  generally  obtained  locally. 
Decline  in  Imports. 

During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  decline  in  the 
importation  of  hats  of  all  classes.  This  is  especially  true  for  1914 
as  compared  with  1913,  as  the  following  statement  discloses: 


1913 

MU, 
from  all 
eotmtries. 

Kinds  of  bats. 

From 
Italy. 

From 

United 

Kingdom. 

From 
United 
States. 

From 

aU 

coontiies. 

Wool  felt: 

Soft     

Dottn. 

8,  ST* 

U» 

4,43S 
261 

Doten. 

716 

4,563 

208 

33,764 

Dnen. 
3 
6 

1,110 
836 

Dote*. 

12,270 

MO 

6,634 

6,100 

246 

100,314 

Dote*. 
7,«M 
IM 

Stiff 

Nutria: 

Soft  

4,061 

3,7U 

138 

Stiff 

Blljc 

Straw - 

46,433 

270 

64,476 

This  decline  is  generally  believed  to  be  due  in  part  to  the  gradual 
increase  in  the  domestic  production  of  hats  and  in  part  to  the  finan- 
cial depression  which  Argentina  has  been  undergoing  during  the  past 
two  years,  with  its  subsequent  retrenchment  in  all  lines  of  com- 
mercial activity.  Straw-hat  manufacture  has  not  assumed  as  large 
proportions  as  the  felt-hat  industry,  and  the  marked  decline  m 
imports  during  1914  is  generally  conceded  to  have  been  due  to 
heavy  stocks  of  straws  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 

Domestic  Hats  Predominate  in  the  Provinces. 

As  a  rule  imported  hats  are  sold  in  but  limited  quantities  outside 
of  Buenos  Aires  and  a  few  other  important  cities.  Provincial  retail 
dealers  prefer  to  buy  in  small  lots  of  a  varied  assortment  of  styles 
and  sizes,  and  to  have  their  orders  filled  on  short  notice — a  condi- 
tion with  which  importers  of  foreign  hats  (imless  they  carry  large 
wholesale  stocks)  are  unable  to  comply. 

The  two  accompanying  pages  from  the  catalogue  of  Gath  & 
Chaves,  the  largest  department  store  in  Buenos  Aires,  with  branches 
throughout  Argentina  and  Chile,  illustrate  a  very  general  line  of 
hats  sold  in  this  country,  and  also  give  the  retail  selling  price. 
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[These  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  its  branch  offices.]  . 

Caps  are  sold  in  very  limited  quantities,  and  no  definite  statistics 
can  be  obtained,  as  in  the  list  of  imports  they  are  grouped  imder 
one  heading,  which  include  misses'  and  men  s  caps  of  all  kinds. 
Among  the  imported  men's  caps  those  of  French  manufacture 
predominate. 
Custom*  Duties. 

The  "aforo,"  or  valuation  that  the  customhouse  places  on  im- 
ported hats,  and  the  Argentine  import  duties — which  in  some  in- 
stances are  specific  and  in  others  a  percentage  of  the  fixed  valuation — ■ 
are  as  follows: 


Hats  and  caps. 

Officiai 
valuation 
p«rdo>«n. 

Dutyp«r 
pieoe.* 

Hats  and  caps. 

OlScial 

valnatlon 
per  dozen. 

Dntjrptt 
piece.a 

WoolMU 

Bolt 

».37 

».n 

9.65 
19.28 

38.69 

7.72 
9.66 

tO.S37 

.m 

.966 
.965 
1.930 

.257 
3.22 

Straw— Continued. 

Same  as  aboT«,  bat  of  a 
finer  grada 

$14.47 

38.68 

9.(6 

1.45 
3.86 

Stffl 

to  483 

Kulria: 

Soft 

Caps,  men's: 

Itade  of  velvet  or  mixed, 
embroidered  with  sUk, 
gold,  or  silver 

Stiff 

Bilk 

1.286 

Straw: 

or  ItaUan  Pedal  or  Mag- 

Sune  as  above,  without 

.323 

Made  ol  coltaa,  linen,  or 

Or  Manila,  Baten,  or  Bang- 
kok straw 

.048 

An  otiier  classes  of  caps. . 

.128 

>  Tti«re  Is  a  surtax  of  2  per  cent  of  the  valuation  when  the  duty  amounts  to  10  per  cent  or  more  of  the 
TaloatiCT. 

[A  brief  review  of  the  Rosario  market  for  hats  and  caps  appeared 
in  CoMMEBCE  Eeports  for  Mar.  11,  1915.] 

TRADE  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  ex- 
ports for  the  week  ending  July'3,  1915,  at  13  principal  customs  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States: 


Districts. 


Import*. 


Dntles 
collected. 


Exports. 


Georgia  (Savannah) 

Ifasncbusetti  ( Boston) . 

M«w  York 

Philadelphia, 

Maryland  (Baltimore) . . . 

Virginia  (MoiMk) 

New  Orleans 

Galveston 

San  Francisro 

Washington  (Seattle).... 

Buffalo 

Chicago 

Mii^igan  (Detroit) 


132,404 

854,424 

18,364,489 

1,653,738 

32S,716 

351,560 

3,003,008 

107, 164 

2, 074,  f  06 

3,573,169 

664,423 

402,420 

686,066 


147 

150,210 

2,268,451 

305,176 

30,927 

31,288 

85,386 

2,575 

103,560 

35,391 

19,673 

123,467 

13,910 


*3, 

38, 

1, 

2, 

a, 

2, 
1, 
1, 


3, 


854,018 
070,716 
539,676 
174,869 
663,467 
811,208 
'>9, 295 
559,008 
856.991 
667,404 
!«,200 
361,703 


Total. 


39,896,465         3,169,059         50,442,343 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  transac- 
tions for  the  week  ending  July  3  in  the  13  customs  districts  of 
$20,545,778.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  90  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  coimtry,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  May,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  July  8  amounted  to 
00,633  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1914,  approximately 
8^12^21  bales. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OFFOBTTJNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tUe  Bnrean  and  Its  branch  olBeea.  '  Request 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  nnuBber  given. 

Enamel  materials.  No.  17438. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports 
tliat  a  firm  of  manufacturers  of  enamel  goods  desires  to  be  placed  in  com- 
monlcation  with  Amcricfin  mannfucturers  of  enamel  saltable  for  enameling 
cast-iron  lavatories,  batbtubs,  etc.;  enamel  of  various  colors  for  wrou^t 
iron  to  be  used  In  the  manufacture  of  metal  name  plates  and  signs. 
Samples  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Oorrespondraice 
should  be  conducted  In  the  Portuguese  language.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm 
is  willing  to  pay  cash.    References  are  glvea 

Cassimeres,  alpacas,  and  trousering  materials,  No.  17439. — A  firm  in  Central 
America  has  written  an  American  manufacturing  association  that  it  desires 
samples  and  prices  on  cassimeres,  alpacas,  and  trousering  materials.  Quota- 
tions may  be  by  the  yard,  the  meter,  or  the  pattern  of  Si  yards. 

Fruit  and  lumber.  No.  17440. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  In  San  Francisco  states  that  a  representative  of  a 
California  firm  is  now  in  the  Netherlands  and  wishes  to  be  placed  in  com- 
munication with  American  firms  desiring  a  reliable  representative  In  Hol- 
land or  the  United  Kingdom.  It  Is  stated  that  the  man  Is  well  acquainted 
with  the  fruit  Industry  in  the  Northwest  He  is  particularly  interested  in 
fruit  and  luihber. 

Oinseng,  No.  17441. — An  American  consular  officer  in  China'  writes  that  a  man 
in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  growers  of  gin- 
seng in  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  malting  direct  purchasea  Corre- 
spondence may  be  In  English. 

Paper,  hosiery,  underwear,  etc..  No.  17442. — A  firm  in  Brazil  has  approached  an 
American  consular  officer  requesting  assistance  in  obtaining  representa- 
tion of  American  manufacturers  of  waxed  paper,  calendar  backs,  photo- 
graphic mountings,  Japanese  tissue,  paper  nai^ns,  sporting  goods,  lawn- 
tennis  shoes,  hosiery,  cotton  and  woolen  underwear  for  men,  cravat  cloth 
and  aluminum  accessories  for  cravats,  cloth  labels  for  shirts  and  tailors' 
products,  corset  cloths  and  copper  accessories,  shoe  straps,  dress  liooks, 
press  buttons,  leather  bags,  pressed  leather  for  furniture,  tableware,  dolls, 
toys,  window  blinds,  gas  mantles,  and  carnival  sundries.  Reference  Is 
given. 

Printing  and  lithographing  equipment.  No.  17443. — ^An  American  consular  ofDcer 
In  Nicaragua  reports  that  a  business  nfan  in  his  district  contemplates  estab- 
lisbing  a  printing  office  and  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  printing  presses,  lithographing  machinery,  printers'  supplies, 
paper,  etc.  Prices  may  be  In  United  States  currency,  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or 
New  Orleans.  French  language  Is  preferred,  but  Spanish  or  English  may 
be  used. 

Food  products,  coal,  etc..  No.  17444. — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  which  Is  now  representing 
a  New  York  export  house  writes  an  American  consular  officer  that  it 
desires  to  obtain  agency  concessions  from  other  prominent  American  ex- 
porters of  wheat  and  wheat  fiour,  beans,  potatoes,  malt,  hops,  barley,  rolled 
oats,  fresh  fruits,  such  as  applies  and  pears,  California  canned  fruits,  and 
coal.  Corres|H>ndence  should  be  conducted  in  the  Portuguese  language. 
References  arc  given. 

Cvcle  cars,  No.  17445. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  West  Indies  writes 
that  a  business  man  Is  his  district  desires  to  procure  on  agency  for  the 
sale  of  American  cycle  cars. 

Roller  skates.  No.  17446.  — A  firm  In  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  import  two-wheeled  roller  skates.  References  are 
given. 

Adding  machines.  No.  17447. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the  West  Indies 
writes  that  a  few  adding  machines  of  good  quality  could  be  sold  in  ids 
district.  He  states  that  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  would  be  to  send  a 
sample  machine  of  medium  price  to  the  consular  officer,  who  will  demon- 
trate  the  machine.  He  transmits  the  names  and  addresses  of  a  number 
of  companies  to  which  literature  should  be  sent. 
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COHCBETE  BE8UIT  OF  TEASE  OPPOBTUHITT. 

[Consnl  J.  S.  ArmatTong,  jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Jane  10.] 

With  reference  to  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  16,850,  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Keports  No.  118,  of  May  20, 1915,  Messrs. 


have  just  informed  me  that  they  have  concluded  exclusive  agency 
arrangements  with  &  company  of  Chicago  and  Galveston  for  the 
sale  of  American  cottonseed  cake  and  meals.  They  wish  it  to  be 
noted  that  they  are  therefore  not  in  position  to  entertain  other 
agencies  in  this  particular  branch,  and  express  appreciation  of  what 
the  Consulate  and  the  Department  of  Commerce  have  done  in  the 
matter. 

FOSEIGH  UEOICAI  GBADXJATE8  IH  COIOHBIA- 

[Conaul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  BarranqnlUa,  }ane  11.] 

The  Government  of  Colombia  has  issued  a  decree  regulating  the 
granting  of  certificates  to  practice  medicine  to  graduates  of  foreign 
medical  schools.  Physicians  graduates  of  schools  not  in  Colombia 
must  submit  to  the  following  regulations : 

(1)  Present  a  diploma  or  diplomas  obtained  from  n  forcijni  colIeKO  well 
known  (or  the  thoroughness  of  its  course.  Tliese  diplotnaa  must  carry  the 
certificate  of  the  minister  or  of  a  consul  general  accredited  by  tills  Uei)nI)Ile; 

(2)  Submit  to  0  clinical  examination  before  n  council  composed  of  one  i)ro- 
fessor  of  Internal  clinics,  one  of  clinical  snrgery,  and  one  of  another  member 
of  the  faculty; 

(3)  Present  a  printed  thesis  on  some  national  medical  theme,  on  which  (lie 
medical  council  will  require  the  anthor  to  explain  orally  what  may  scein  to 
tlie  council  proper  in  a  i)ublic  c.\amlnjitlon ;  and 

(4>  The  councils  of  professors  before  whicli  the  clinical  o.xaniln;itioii  and 
the  thesis  be  presented,  and  the  fees  which  tlioy  may  cliarKc  will  be  in  ,'i<'.'i>i<i- 
ance  with  the  retrulalions  which  the  faculty  may  provide  In  the  ordlniuy 
preparatory  examinations. 

The  motor-taxicab  rate  in  Manchester,  England,  was  on  June  25 
made  uniform  day  and  night — 25  cents  per  mile  and  $1  per  hour  for 
waiting. 
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NOSWEOIAH  HBHS  SEEK  AMESICAN  BUTHE  SUFPIT. 

[Vice  Conial  Haakon  K.  Dahr,  jr.,  Christlaola,  Norway,  May  28.] 

According  to  the  Norwegian  statistics  for  1913,  the  latest  available, 
the  export  of  rutile  from  Norway  to  Kussia,  Finland,  Holland,  Bel- 
gium, England,  and  France  amounted  to  50,730  kilos  (111,606 
pounds)  at  an  average  price  of  10  cents  per  kilo. 

While  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  quantity  exported  to  each 
of  these  countries,  France  seems  to  furnish  the  greatest  demand  at 
present. 
Inoreased  Demand  Snrlng  Tear. 

As  regards  the  exports  from  Norway  for  1914,  the  exporters  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  amoimt  was  practically  the  same  as  for  1913, 
but  there  are  reasons  to  believe  that  the  demand  this  year  has  in- 
creased, and  this  may  be  the  reason  Norwegian  firms  have  applied 
to  the  United  States  for  a  further  supply. 

The  mines  of  Norway  exporting  rutile  are  situated  on  the  south- 
west coast  at  Risor,  Kragero,  and  Arendal.  According  to  statistical 
reports  and  information  obtained,  Norway  does  not  import  rutile. 
[A  list  of  exporters  of  rutile  from  Norway  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

Trodnotlon  in  CknentI — ^Amerioan  Outpvt.    ■ 

Rutile  is  an  adamantine,  reddish-brown,  transparent-to-opaque 
titanium  dioxide,  crystallizing  in  the  tetragonal  system,  and  usudly 
containing  a  small  quantity  of  iron.  It  is  round  in  the  older  rocks  in 
various  places  in  Norway,  Sweden,  the  Urals,  Switzerland,  and,  in 
the  United  States,  in  New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Geor- 
gia, North  Carolina,  New  Jersey,  and  Arkansas. 

The  Geological  Survey  reports  that  Nelson  County,  Va.,  produced 
the  whole  of  the  American  output  of  rutile  in  1913,  with  a  total  pro- 
duction of  305  tons,  carrying  94  to  96  per  cent  of  titanium  dioxide, 
valued  at  about  $49,000.  A  portion  of  the  deposits  worked  contains 
considerable  ilmenite.  The  prices  for  the  rutile  range  from  $160  to 
$200  a  ton.  A  large  part  of  the  American  production  in  19i3  was 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  titanium-carbide  electrodes  for  arc  lamps. 
There  was  formerly  a  demand  for  its  use  in  the  manufacture  of  fer- 
rotitanium.  The  Highest  price  paid  was  for  pulverized  material  for 
the  ceramic  trade. 

There  were  250  tons  of  ilmenite  separated  during  the  year  in  this 
industry.  This  is  a  submetallic,  iron-black,  opaque  titanium-iron 
oxide,  crystallizing  in  the  hexagonal  system.  Part  of  the  separated 
ilmenite  was  sold  for  use  in  making  electrodes  for  electric  lights,  and 
experiments  with  the  electric  furnace  point  to  a  possible  use  in  the 
direct  production  of  tool  steel. 


FEENCE  XrSEBS  OF  nTDUSTBIAI  FATS. 

Consul  George  A.  Bucklin,  jr.,  has  forwarded  a  list  of  the  leading 
soap  and  candle  makers  in  southwestern  France  and  the  names  of  two 
Bordeaux  firms  interested  in  industrial  fats.  Copies  of  these  lists 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce at  Washington  or  from  any  of  its  branch  offices. 
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HABEETS  FOB  PUKFIirO  XACHIIIEBT. 

A  special  investigation  of  the  market  for  pumps  and  pimiping 
machinery  in  forei^  countries  has  been  maae  by  American  con- 
sular oflScers.  Detailed  instructions  were  issued  in  order  to  obtain 
complete  information,  and  the  reports  received  from  the  consular 
officers  include  a  general  outline  of  the  conditions  affecting  the  use 
of  pumps  and  pumping  machinery,  the  character  of  the  pumps  re- 

Siired,  quantities  and  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  this 
ass  of  machinery  by  principal  coimtries,  the  prices  of  American 
pumps  compared  with  those  of  competing  countries,  terms  and  sales 
methods,  and  suggestions  for  increasing  the  trade  in  this  class  of 
machinery.  Many  of  these  reports  were  accompanied  by  documents 
and  publications  relating  to  pumps  and  pumping  machinery,  as  well 
as  lists  of  importers  of  this  class  of  gooda 

It  has  been  decided  to  make  this  information  available  to  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  in  manuscript  form.  The  reports  and  accom- 
panying documents  will  therefore  be  placed  on  file  in  the  bureau's 
branch  offices,  also  in  other  offices  which  are  cooperating  with  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  under  a  special  arrange- 
ment, where  they  may  be  examined  by  interested  manufacturers. 
The  itinerary  of  the  reports  is  appended: 

Kew  York,  N.  Y. — June  20  to  July  9 :  Branch  office  of  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  409  Customhouse. 

Boston,  Mnss. — July  12  to  17:  Branch  office  of  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  752  Oliver  Building. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.— July  20  to  24:  Foreign  Trade  Commission,  Farmers  Bank 
Building. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. — July  26  to  30 :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio.— August  2  to  5:  Chamber  of  Commerce.  August  6  to  10, 
Cincinnati:  New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  Railway  Co.,  general  freight  agent. 

St.  I»ui8,  Mo. — August  12  to  18:  Branch  office  of  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building. 

Chicago,  111. — ^August  20  to  20:  Branch  office  of  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  629  Federal  Building. 

Atlanta,  Ga. — August  80  to  September  4:  Branch  office  of  Burean  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  523  Po.st-Office  Building. 

Birmingham,  Ala. — September  7  to  10 :  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

New  Orleans,  La. — September  13  to  17:  Branch  office  of  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  1020  nil)ernia  Bank  Building. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. — September  24  to  30 :  Branch  office  of  Burean  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  310  Customhouse. 

Seattle,  Wash. — October  4  to  0:  Branch  office  of  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  922  Alaska  Building. 


OFFICIAL  HAITDBOOE  OF  PANAMA  CANAL. 

An  illustrated  Handbook  of  the  Panama  Canal  has  just  been  i«pued 
by  the  canal  administration.  The  Handbook  aims  "  to  tell  something 
of  the  canal  in  operation,  how  it  i.s  managed,  the  di.stanccs  it  saves, 
with  the  resulting  economy  in  operation  of  vessels  using  the  canal, 
and  the  ways  the  trade  is  moving  ;  and  it  has,  besides,  an  interesting 
chapter  on  "  Features  of  construction."  While  the  book  is  intended  for 
free  distribution,  the  supply  is  limited,  and  copies  should  be  asked 
for  only  by  those  who  are  specifically  interested.  Such  retiuc.sts  may 
be  addressed  to  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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STEAHSHIF  8EB7ICE  BETWEEN  CAILAO  KSH  BAITDCOBE. 

[Consnl  General  William  W.  Handley,  Callao-Uma,  June  8.] 

The  Peruvian  Steamship  Co.,  locally  known  here  as  the  Compania 
Pervania  de  Vapores,  with  headquarters  at  Callao,  which  owns  and 
operates  a  line  of  modem  oil-burning  steamers  on  this  coast,  princi- 
pally between  Peruvian  ports  and  Panama,  have  decided  to  send  for 
the  first  time  one  of  its  passenger  steamers,  the  Mantaro,  of  4,617 
gi-oss  tons,  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  via  the  Panama  Canal,  with  passengers 
and  a  cargo  of  3,000  tons  of  nitrate  from  Iquique,  Chile.  It  leaves 
Callao  on  June  18,  and  is  due  to  arrive  at  Baltimore  on  July  3  or  4. 
The  rate  on  this  shipment  of  nitrate  is  said  to  be  55  shillings  ($13.38) 
a  ton.  This  steamer  is  expected  to  remain  one  week  at  Baltimore, 
returning  to  Callao  via  the  canal  with  a  cargo  of  coke  and  other 
American  products.  It  will  have  about  500  tons  space  for  miscella- 
neous cargo. 

The  company  also  plans  to  send,  within  a  short  time,  another  of 
its  steamers,  the  Pachitea,  of  the  same  class  as  the  former,  to  Balti- 
more. In  connection  with  the  Baltimore  itinerary  the  Peruvian 
Line  management  is  especially  interested  in  the  experiment  as  re- 
gards the  possible  development  of  passenger  traffic  on  this  route, 
making  the  trip  in  about  15  days  without  changing  steamers.  The 
first-class  passenger  rate  on  this  trip  from  Callao  to  Baltimore  is 
£30  ($146).  This  low  rate  is  due  to  the  present  competition  on  the 
west  coast  between  the  Chilean  and  Peruvian  steamship  lines,  the 
regular  first-class  fare  between  Callao  and  Panama  being  £18 
($87.60)  instead  of  £10  ($48.66)  as  at  present. 

The  Baltimore  agents  of  the  company  are  Gustavus  &  Co.  The 
company  is  already  advertising  tlie  return  voyage  of  the  Mantaro 
in  the  United  States  and  an  endeavor  is  being  made  to  build  up 
passenger  traffic  from  both  ports.  If  the  experiment  meets  with 
success,  it  is  probable  this  line  will  establish  a  permanent  service  to 
Baltimore  or  some  other  Atlantic  port  of  the  United  States. 

Shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  war  three  of  the  steamers  of 
the  Peruvian  Line  were  withdrawn  from  the  regular  service,  as  the 
sudden  and  sharp  decline  in  freight  as  well  as  passenger  traffic  made 
it  unprofitable  to  continue  the  existing  weekly  itinerary  north  and 
south.  Later  when  the  world-wide  shortage  of  tonnage  began  to 
send  freight  rates  upward  on  this  coast  as  well  as  elsewhere,  the 
mangement  of  the  Peruvian  Line  took  advantage  for  the  profitable 
employment  of  its  idle  steamers  and  procured  the  Government's  per- 
mission to  dispatch  its  steamer  Urubamba  (4,757  gross  tons)  to 
Liverpool  with  high-grade  ore,  cotton,  and  copper,  receiving  from 
£3  to  £7  ($14.60  to  $34.06)  a  ton  as  freight  rate.  This  steamer  left 
Liverpool  June  6  for  Baltimore  where  it  will  take  on  a  cargo  of 
coke  and  general  cargo  for  Peruvian  ports. 

THE  SCHEDULE  FHOK  BAimCOKE. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  obtained 
from  Gustavus  &  Co.,  Baltimore  agents  of  the  Peruvian  Steamship 
Co.,  the  following  additional  particulars  of  the  new  line : 

The  Mantaro  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  July  5  with  a  cargo  of  3,500 
tons  and  16  passengers.  The  cargo  included  nitrate  of  ^a  (8,500 
tons),  silver  ore,  silver  sulphide,  zjnc  bars,  Peruvian  cotton  (3,800 
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bales,  weighing  200  to  400  pounds  each),  wool,  skins,  hides,  and 
rubber.  The  nitrate  of  soda  was  consigned  to  Baltimore,  the  cotton 
to  Liverpool,  and  the  remainder  of  the  cargo  to  New  York  City. 
The  Mantaro  is  scheduled  to  leave  Baltimore  on  July  15  on  its  trip 
south,  carrying  a  cargo  of  coke,  cement,  and  pig  iron. 

The  Urubanwa,  now  en  route  from  Avonmouth,  England,  is  sched- 
uled to  leave  Baltimore  July  19  on  its  southern  trip,  while  the 
PachUea  is  scheduled  to  leave  Baltimore  July  28  on  its  southern  trip. 

A  schedule  has  not  been  defined  for  aU  ports  these  vessels  will 
touch;  this  wiU  be  determined  by  the  cargoes  and  passengers  car- 
ried. However,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  new  line  will  ply  regularly 
between  Baltimore  and  Valparaiso  on  a  17  to  18  schedule,  touching 
at  ports  in  Ecuador,  Peru,  and  Chile.  The  regular  southern  schedtde 
giving  a  port  in  Peru  as  the  first  port  of  call  will  require  14  days 
from  Baltimore.    Stops  could  be  arranged  for  points  in  Ecuador. 

Other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  the  UcayoHi  and  Iluallaga,  will  make 
weekly  trips  between  Valparaiso  and  Panama. 


A  HELD  POS  AHEBICAN  GOODS  DT  NEW  ZEAIAlfB. 

[Consal  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AttcUand,  Hay  28.} 

There  is  a  shortage  of  many  imported  articles  and  indications 
point  to  a  shortage  in  many  other  lines,  imless  they  can  be  supplied 
by  American  manufacturers,  and  now  is  the  time  to  act.  The  follow- 
ing commercial  review  appeared  in  the  New  Zealand  Herald  of  May 
28, 1915,  which  clearly  covers  the  real  conditions  at  present : 

Tlie  week  has  continued  very  bn^  la  the  wholesale  trade,  booking  fur  next 
month's  account  being  quite  satisfactory.  Retnll  houses  hare  kept  their  stocks 
as  low  ns  possible,  and  are  now  compelled  to  Oil  up  to  replace  sales,  as  distribut- 
ing business  has  kept  up  well.  An  interesting  feature  In  the  wholesale  turnover 
daring  the  last  few  weeks  has  been  the  sale  of  good  parcels  of  werchandisa 
for  shipment  to  the  south,  where  stocks  appear  to  have  run  much  shorter  than 
they  have  in  Auckland.  The  interruption  of  regular  supplies,  casued  by  the 
war,  Is  gradually  making  an  impression  on  stocks  In  first  hands  here,  the 
principal  dearth  being  naturally  in  those  heavy  lines  of  which  importers  do 
not  ordinarily  keep  more  than  sufficient  for  the  sales  of  a  mouth  or  two.' 

Among  these  larger  lines  there  Is  a  decidwl  shortage  in  corrugated  Iron, 
fencing  wire,  wire  netting,  staples,  ond  nails,  so  that  inquiries  from  the  smith 
for  these  goods  could  not  be  filled.  The  war  has  shown,  however,  that  in 
ordinary  goods  large  stocks  are  held  in  Auckland,  and  so  far  the  rotail 
purchaser  has  seen  very  few  signs  of  any  shortage,  the  only  noticeable  feature 
being  an  advance  in  price  where  a  higher  cost  has  to  ba  facol.  It  is  protiahle 
that  the  position  will  become  still  more  acute  before  any  relief  comes,  bwaiise 
in  England  the  war  Is  absorbing  all  attention,  and  ordinary  ccniuiorco  is  rfehtly 
taking  second  place.  One  Important  cause  of  the  shortages  being  llnillcil  to 
certain  lines  is  the  fact  that  whereas  shipments  from  London  have  bern  fnirly 
regular,  although  inadequate  to  meet  ail  requirements,  the  conunnni(ii;iou 
from  the  west  coast  ports  has  been  almost  stojUK'd.  lAir  several  months  i!i,m-c 
was  no  steamer  at  all  from  Glasgow  and  Liverpool,  and  llio  8pe;'lal  co  <1» 
from  these  great  ports  will  prob.nbly  be  the  first  to  run  right'  out.  In  I  lie 
meantime  importers  are  helping  those  southern  houses  which  are  in  a  si  ill 
worse  position. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  countries  at  war  liavc  boiMi  sup- 
plying fully  65  per  cent  of  the  manufactured  articles  imported  into 
this  country. 

Care  should  be  taken  that  orders  be  carefully  filled  and  that  ^roods 
are  well  packed.  There  are  many  reliable  houses  here,  and  11.  O. 
Dun  &  Co.  has  an  agency  here  ready  to  furnish  financial  infonnatlon. 
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SHiFPnro  suGOEsnoira  pok  cehtbal  amesica. 

[Consal  B.  H.  Lawton,  TegQclg«lpa>  HondorM,  June  6.] 

Interviews  with  importers  in  this  market  suggest  a  few  ideas 
which  may  be  of  practical  use  to  American  exporters. 

Bale  SUpments. 

Manufacturers  of  textiles  in  the  United  States  now  usually  supply 
the  odd  widths  and  lengths  of  cottons  which  formerly  they  did  not 
care  to  furnish.  Packing  of  such  goods  has  been  much  improved  as 
well.  Attention  is  called  to  the  practice  of  some  shippers  who  bind 
their  bales  with  ropes.  Such  bales  invariably  come  in  bad  condition, 
as  the  sailors  evidently  appropriate  the  ropes  for  trousers  supports 
or  other  use.  The  packing  most  appreciated  by  merchants  here  is 
with  straps  of  painted  iron  or  steel,  at  least  IJ  inches  wide  and  not 
over  8  inches  apart.  Such  straps  are  readily  sold  to  blacksmiths  for 
more  than  their  original  cost.  Galvanized  straps  are  worthless  as 
scrap.    Narrower  straps  are  liable  to  cut  into  the  goods. 

For  these  tropical  countries,  where  there  is  great  humidity  at  times, 
care  should  be  taken  to  have  plenty  of  oiled  or  heavy  manila  paper 
between  the  goods  and  the  outside  covering.  The  writer  has  seen  a 
shipment  where  in  one  bale  rust  marks  show  on  the  edges  of  the 
folds  of  all  the  bolts.  The  entire  bale  was  ruined. 
Box  Shipments. 

Complaints  have  been  received  that  American  exporters  do  not 
always  use  the  proper  judgment  about  the  weight  of  boxes  for  ship- 
ment. Where  the  importer  is  paying  15  to  25  cents  per  pound  gross 
weight  in  American  currency  for  duties,  port  charges,  and  inland 
freight,  this  is  an  important  item.  An  average  size  of  American  and 
European  boxes  of  the  same  cubic  contents  shows  12  pounds  more 
weight  for  the  former,  and  the  latter  if  anything  the  stronger  box. 

ITie  wood  used  for  the  European  box  seems  to  be  lighter  and 
tougher,  and  if  of  f  inch  or  less  in  thickness  has  well-placed  battens 
on  the  sides  or  ends.  A  comparison  was  made  on  shipments  of  beer 
received  here,  where  boxes  containing  5  dozen  half  bottles  of  Ameri- 
can beer  weighed  more  than  the  full  case  containing  5^  dozen  of  the 
same  size  German  beer. 

Xarine  Keasnrements. 

Shipping  agents  should  not  accept  marine  measurements  of  freight 
dimensions  without  verifying  same.  A  local  wholesale  dry  goods 
firm  allege  that  they  have  had  to  pay  in  the  aggregate  a  considerable 
sum  in  excess  of  what  should  have  been  collected  for  freight  where 
charged  on  cubic  dimensions,  because  measurements  of  supercargoes 
were  accepted  without  question. 
Insurance  and  Losses. 

Packages  are  frequently  opened  and  robbed  en  route.  Transship- 
ment across  the  Panama  Isthmus  receives  credit  for  the  most  of  this. 
Possibly  through  shipments  via  the  canal  will  correct  this.  Only 
the  best  quality  of  goods  are  usually  taken.  Bottled  liquors  are  most 
frequently  robbed.  Perhaps  only  a  bottle  or  two  is  taken  from  a  case, 
but  because  of  the  vacant  space  the  other  bottles  are  soon  broken. 
Very  often  a  whisky  case  will  arrive  here  with  nothing  in  it  but 
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broken  ^lass.  Packages  of  6ne  shoe  leather,  altiioagh'  covered  with 
heavy  wire  mesh,  frequently  have  part  of  the  contents  missing.  A 
recent  shipment  of  umbrellas  had  seven  removed,  and  claims  against 
steamship  companies  require  from  one  to  two  years  to  effect  settle- 
ment, so  that  insurance  against  theft  is  desirable.  A  necessary  point 
in  this  connection  is  to  have  shipments  insured  to  destination  and  not 
merely  to  the  Honduras  seaport. 

Under  ordinary  conditions  the  time  of  ocean  transit,  even  via  th& 
canal,  is  much  less  than  the  time  to  get  the  shipment  from  the  port 
to  this  city.  And  at  present,  due  to  abnormal  conditions  of  drought 
and  a  consequent  scarcity  of  animals  for  freighting,  there  are  thou- 
sands of  cases  of  goods  for  this  city  which  have  been  in  the  port  two 
months  or  more  without  getting  any  farther. 

BiUs  of  Exchange. 

Honduras  imports  are  double  the  amount  of  the  exports.  It  is 
sometimes  diflScult  to  secure  drafts  or  bills  of  exchange,  so  that  mer- 
chants frequently  purchase  drafts  on  banks  in  western  cities  to  pay 
accounts  in  New  York  and  have  to  suffer  a  considerable  loss  in  ex- 
change. It  might  not  be  unworthy  the  consideration  of  the  Clearing 
House  Association  of  a  less  onerous  or  a  preferential  charge  on  those 
drafts  sent  in  payment  of  foreign  exports. 

Size  and  Weight  of  Packages. 

This  city  is  the  distributing  center  for  other  towns  which  can  only 
be  reached  by  mule-back  transportation.  It  is  always  desirable,  un- 
less specifically  ordered,  to  have  the  packages  as  large  as  possible,  in 
order  to  avoid  duty  on  excessive  tare  weight,  but  en  the  other  hand,  as 
250  pounds  is  considered  the  top  weight  for  a  mule  load,  where  the 
weight  of  packages  naturally  divides  around  125  pounds,  it  is  well 
not  to  exceed  that  weight  as  being  most  convenient  for  mule  back. 
The  large  and  heavier  packages  are  brought  to  this  city  by  cart  and 
then  divided  if  distributed  elsewhere.  Again,  very  small  packages 
should  be  avoided  not  only  for  the  surplus  weight  but  because  there 
are  certain  fixed  port  charges  per  package,  irrespective  of  weight. 

Parcel  Post 

A  large  amount  of  imports  are  received  by  post,  as  inland  freight 
and  other  charges  (besides  ocean  freight)  are  thereby  avoided,  which 
at  present  amount  to  3  or  i  cents  per  pound.  There  is  much  room 
for  improvement  in  the  packing  of  postal  iiarcels.  I'asteboard  boxes 
are  no  special  protection,  as  they  invariably  come  cru.shed.  It  is 
better  to  roll  tightly  in  the  smallest  parcel  possible,  with  the  least 
possible  excess  weight,  where  the  nature  of  the  goods  will  at  all 
permit. 
Oeneral  SUpping  Conditions.  , 

It  must  not  be  infeiTcd  that  Honduras  importers  in  gcncrnl  aro 
complaining  of  American  shipping  methods.  The  foregoing  is  pre- 
pared after  an  interview  with  dozens  of  merchants  in  a  frank  en- 
deavor to  find  out  what,  if  any,  are  the  points  of  possible  improve- 
ment. The  above  suggestions  or  complaints  are  not  api)lical)lc  to 
all  exporters.  American  shipping  methods  are  improving  daily, 
and  Honduras  importers  are  quick  to  recognize  it. 
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IKPOBTAirCE  07  COOOHTTT  FSODXTOTS. 

[Vice  Consul  Caspar  L.  Drcler,  Singapore,  Straits  Settlements,  Uay  12.] 

Comments  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Malayan  Tin  and  Rubber  Jour- 
nal indicate  that  many  persons  believe  that  after  the  war  tliere  will 
be  a  big  demand  for  coconut  fats.  They  argue  that  a  large  number 
of  the  dairy  cows  on  the  Continent  will  have  been  destroyed  and 
the  manufacture  of  butter  from  animal  fats  accordingly  restricted. 

Nut  butter  has  been  gaining  in  popularity,  and  if,  through  force 
of  circumstances,  people  place  it  on  their  tables  instead  of  the  ani- 
mal-fat butter,  the  coconut  industry  will  be  benefited.  The  markets 
of  G«rmany  and  Austria  are,  of  course,  closed  to  the  industry. 
Large  quantities  of  copra  have  been  exported  during  recent  years 
from  the  British  possessions  to  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary.  In 
1913  the  imports  of  copra  into  Hamburg  from  all  sources  amoimted 
to  230,395  metric  tons,  of  which  124,434  were  from  British  pos- 
sessions. 
Banks  Second  in  Agrionltural  List. 

Austria-Hungary's  imports  of  copra  from  all  sources  were  33,604 
metric  tons,  of  which  29,177  were  British.  The  bulk  of  the  British 
copra  was  obtained  from  the  British  East  Indies.  It  appears  that  a 
considerable  proportion  of  that  formerly  taken  by  Germany  and 
Austria  can  now  be  taken  by  the  United  Kingdom.  It  was  used  in 
those  countries  for  the  production  of  coconut  oil  and  coconut  feed- 
ing cake. 

Although  considerable  caution  is  advised  when  investigating  the 
possibilities  of  the  coconut  industry  for  investments,  the  many  uses 
to  which  the  coconut  can  be  applied  makes  it,  next  to  rubber,  the  best 
of  the  Malaysian  agricultural  products. 

Attention  Called  to  Value  as  Cattle  Food. 

A  recent  bulletin  of  the  British  Imperial  Institute  draws  attention 
to  its  value  as  cattle  food.  Coconut  cake  forms  an  excellent  feeding 
stuff  for  milch  cows  when  fed  at  the  rate  of  4^  to  5  pounds  per  head 
per  day.  It  tends  to  produce  a  firm  butter,  and  is  thus  especially 
well  suited  for  feeding  in  warm  weather  and  to  counteract  the  effect 
of  feeding  stuffs  which  tend  to  give  a  soft  butter.  The  cake  may  be 
safely  fed  to  fattening  cattle  at  the  rate  of  4  pounds  per  head  f>er 
day,  without  detriment  to  the  animal  or  the  quality  of  the  meat. 
The  meal  is  suitable  as  a  food  for  pigs,  but  owing  to  its  relatively  high 
price  compared  with  meals  usually  used  for  pig  feeding,  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  it  could  be  employed  profitably  for  this  purpose. 

With  regard  to  the  feeding  values  of  coconut  meal  for  horses,  it 
has  been  shown  that  it  can  replace  an  equal  weight  of  oats  in  a  ration 
without  adversely  affecting  the  animal.  When  all  the  factors  are 
taken  into  account,  coconut  cake  is  cheaper  than  linseed  or  cotton- 
seed cakes  at  the  rate  prevailing  recently,  and  the  difference  in  price 
per  food  unit  per  ton  represents  a  considerable  advantage  to  the 
man  who  uses  coconut  cake  in  preference  to  linseed  and  undecorti- 
cated  cottonseed  cakes. 

Compulsory  use  of  taximeters  on  all  public  motor  vehicles  in  Man- 
chester, England,  took  effect  June  25. 
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FIEST  EIXCTBIC  AFTOXOBIIE  tS  XDUVBimOH. 

tConaal  Bafos  Flendng,  EcHnborgb,  Scotland,  Jwat  17.] 

No  Tehicles  driven  by  electric  power  have  been  in  use  in  this  part 
of  Scotland  for  pleasure  or  business. 

It  is  notewortny  that  the  Edinburgh  corporation  is  the  first  pur- 
chaser of  an  electric  vehicle  in  this  district,  and  still  more  note- 
worthy that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
municipal  electricity  plant  to  encourage  the  introduction  of  electric 
trucks,  vans,  and  other  cars.  The  committee  has  acquired,  thi-ough 
a  London  agency,  an  American-built  electric  lorry  or  wagon,  having 
a  carrying  capacity  of  1|  tons  and  a  guaranteed  speed  of  11  miles 
per  hour  on  the  level  and  5  miles  per  hour  on  a  gradient  of  1  in  10 
with  full  load.  The  accumulators  are  of  the  Edison  type.  With 
a  full  charge  the  lorry  is  capable  of  traveling  40  miles  with  a  load 
of  1^  tons  and  50  mues  with  a  half  load.  The  control  is  effected 
by  one  handle  fixed  to  the  steering  wheel,  which  alters  the  speed  of 
the  motor,  so  that  there  are  only  the  controller  handle  and  the  brakes 
to  manipulate. 

Ii«w  Cost  of  Electrlo  Power. 

The  electricity  required  for  one  full  charge  is  about  35  units.  With 
electricity  at  1  penny  (2  cents)  per  unit,  the  cost  per  mile  will  be 
slightly  less  than  1}  cents  on  moderately  level  roads  with  good  sur- 
face.   The  cost  of  the  lorry  complete  is  £695  ($3,382.21). 

The  committee  has  undertaken  to  supply  electricity  tor  the  charg-. 
ing  of  such  vehicles  at  the  rate  of  1  penny  per  unit  and  has  made  ar- 
rangements not  only  for  charging  but  also  for  storing  lorries  in  the 
municipal  electric  stations.  It  is  considered  not  unlikely  that  the 
residt  will  be  a  fair  demand  for  commercial  electric  lorries  and  vans 
and  also  electric  cars  for  pleasure  and  professional  purposes. 


NATIONAL  lOBSTEB  CONEEBENCE. 

Pursuant  to  an  invitation  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  a 
conference  will  be  held  at  the  marine  fishery  station  at  Woods  Hole, 
Mass.,  on  July  12,  at  which  all  the  lobster-producing  States  and  the 
Federal  Government  will  be  represented.  The  meeting  is  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  and  will  be  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries. 

The  conference  is  called  because  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
the  lobster  fishery  in  the  centers  of  greatest  production,  in  order  that 
all  phases  of  the  lobster  industry  may  be  considered,  its  present  needs 
set  forth,  and  the  policy  of  the  Federal  Government  with  reference 
thereto  determined.  While  the  Department  of  Commerce  is  entirely 
without  jurisdiction  over  the  lobster  fishery,  a  connection  •exists  be- 
tween that  fishery  and  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  through  the  extensive 
work  of  artificial  propagation  that  for  many  years  has  been  carried 
on  at  Government  hatcheries  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts.  One  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  conference  is  the  consideration  of  means  for 
increasing  the  efficiency  of  lobster  culture  and  of  securing  the  most 
active  cooperation  among  the  various  Federal,  State,  and  private 
interests  to  the  end  that  the  supply  may  be  maintained  and  the 
wdfare  of  the  important  industry  safeguarded. 
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CEBAMIC  BESOTJSCES  OF  ALBEBTA. 

IConsuI  Sitmael  C.  Seat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  }ane  22.] 

One  of  the  mineral  assets  of  Alberta  Province  which  for  the  most 
part  is  passed  over  quite  unnoticed  is  clay,  although  its  importance 
and  value  to  the  Province  must  eventually  be  recognized. 

The  clays  of  Alberta  may  be  divided  into  two  general  classes:  (1) 
The  soft  clays  which  can  be  easily  dug  by  hand;  (2)  those  which 
have  become  so  indurated  or  hardened  as  to  partake  much  of  their 
original  or  rocky  nature.  These  can  only  be  worked  by  the  use  of 
explosives.  They  are  known  as  shales,  though  sometimes  erroneou^y 
spoken  of  as  soapstone  or  slate. 

Up  to  the  present  the  manufacture  of  clay  products  has  been  quite 
limited,  but  the  industry  should  be  profitable  for  two  reasons:  (1) 
The  distribution  of  the  clays  over  the  Province  is  very  extensive,  and 
(2)the  ease  with  which  they  can  be  won  and  manufactured  into  ware. 

The  chief  output  of  clay  products  at  present  in  the  Province  is 
confined  to  building  brick,  of  which  two-thirds  are  common  brick 
and  the  balance  face  brick.  The  majority  of  the  brick  produced  is 
either  by  the  dry-press  or  soft-mud  process,  there  being  but  three 
plants  manufacturing  by  the  stiff-mud  process.  The  principal 
points  of  manufacture  are  at  Calgary,  Medicine  Hat,  Edmonton, 
Sandstone,  Redcliff,  Bed  Deer,  Cochrane,  Lethbridge,  Vermillion, 
and  Innisfail. 

There  is  only  one  plant  manufacturing  sewer  pipe  and  fireproofing. 
This  plant  derives  part  of  its  raw  material  from  an  adjoining 
Province.  During  1914  about  300,000  paving  brick  were  made  at  one 
plant  in  Calgary. 

There  is  one  small  pottery  at  Medicine  Hat  producing  low-grade 
ware  like  flowerpots,  jardinieres,  crocks,  etc.  There  are  no  fire- 
brick, terra-cotta,  or  roofing-tile  plants  in  the  Province. 

During  1912,  the  last  year  on  which  figures  are  obtainable,  there 
were  in  Alberta  33  active  plants  producing  during  that  year  approxi- 
mately 70,000,000  common  brick  and  24,000,000  face  brick.  The 
former  averaged  $10.69  per  thousand  and  the  latter  $14.77.  This 
latter  figure  seems,  however,  too  low  and  must  have  included  No.  2 
and  low-grade  face  brick.  The  average  price  for  No.  1  face  brick 
would  be  nearer  $20  per  thousand. 

Upon  the  return  of  proper  business  conditions  there  will  be  excel- 
lent openings  for  the  manufacture  of  first-class  paving  and  sewer 
brick,  terra  cotta,  roofing  tile,  a  pottery  which  would  produce  a  bet- 
ter grade  of  ware  than  is  now  made,  and  a  fire-brick  plant,  provided 
the  projjer  clay  can  be  found. 

The  building-brick  branch  is  quite  well  provided  for;  in  fact, 
many  of  the  plants  have  found  it  necessary  to  reduce  outputs. 

As  to  what  the  great  north  country,  known  as  the  Peace  River  dis- 
trict, holds  in  store  for  the  clay  worker  little  is  known  outside  of  the 
reports  by  the  prospectors.  These  all  point  to  one  thing — that  much 
valuable  material  is  confined  within  its  bounds,  especially  clays  of  a 
higher  grade  than  those  of  central  and  southern  Alberta. 

During  the  year  of  1912  alone  Canada  used  approximately  $17,- 
600,000  worth  of  clay  wares.  Of  this  Alberta  produced  but  12^  per 
cent,  while  38  per  cent  of  the  consumption  was  miported. 
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DTOBOAKIO  70DDEB. 

[Scientlfle  American,  July  3.] 

Germany  possesses  abundant  supplies  of  potatoes,  beet  roots,  and 
turnips — that  is,  materials  holding  carbohydrates;  albuminous  fod- 
der, on  the  other  hand,  is  available  only  in  limited  quantities.  Now, 
an  invention  recently  made  at  the  Institute  of  Fermentation  Indus- 
tries, Berlin,  vrill,  it  seems,  allow  a  nourishing  yeast  containing  more 
than  50  per  cent  of  albumen  to  be  prepared  from  sugar  and  am- 
monium sulphate.  Sugar  is,  to  this  effect,  bound  to  an  inorganic 
base;  in  order  to  supply  the  albumen,  so  far  wanting,  the  sugar  is 
"fertilized"  with  ammonia,  potash,  and  magnesia,  in  the  form  of 
their  salts,  after  which  some  yeast  is  introduced  and  a  strong  air  cur- 
rent applied.  The  yeast  then  absorbs  the  sugar  and  the  "  fertilizer," 
thus  resulting  in  the  formation  of  a  highly  albuminous  yeast. 

The  process  above  outlined,  of  course,  can  be  used  only  in  such 
countries  as  are  amply  provided  with  sugar  and  ammonia.  Germany,' 
as  is  well  known,  raises  much  beet  sugar,  while  Dr.  Haber's  synthetic 
process  enables  ammonia  in  any  amounts  to  be  prepared  from  nitro- 
gen and  hydrogen.  The  dry  yeast  obtained  according  to  the  above 
process  constitutes  an  excellent  nourishing  fodder  for  cattle  and  espe- 
cially for  horses.  It  is  now  prepared  m  existing  press-yeast  fac- 
tories, but  will  shortly  be  manufactured  in  large  works  erected  for 
the  purpose. 

CABBOUC  ACID  IN  JAPAN. 

[Consul  General  George  O.  Sddmore,  Yokohama,  Ma;  18,  1915.] 

A  plan  is  under  way  for  starting  a  semiofficial  factory  with  a  view 
to  producing  carbolic  acid  from  coal  tar.  In  this  connection  the  fact 
may  be  noted  that  the  experimental  production  by  the  Tokyo  Gas 
Co.*  of  benzol,  naphthalene,  carbolic  acid,  and  even  aniline  from  coal 
tar  has  been  attended  with  re.sults  that,  according  to  the  "  Yorodzu  " 
(Tokyo),  inspire  every  confidence.  Special  interest  attaches  to  the 
production  of  carbolic  acid  from  coal  tar,  since  from  an  annual 
outturn  of  68,000  tons  the  total  amoimt  of  the  acid  produced  would 
be  something  like  190  short  tons.  At  present  the  monthly  production 
of  the  company  amounts  to  about  2,667  pounds,  but  it  will  be  in- 
creased to  13,333  pounds  upon  the  completion  in  August  of  the  fac- 
tory now  under  construction  for  the  purpose  near  Tokyo. 

FISHES  DESTBUCTIVE  TO  MOSaUITOES. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  recently  issued  (Eco- 
nomic Circular  No.  17)  a  brief  report  on  the  fishes  destructive  to  the 
eggs  and  larvae  of  mosquitoes.  This  enumerates  and  illustrates  by 
cute  the  fishes  occurring  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  which  are 
known  to  destroy  mosquitoes  in  their  natural  environment  and  are 
therefore  valuable  in  mosquito  extermination.  The  circular  contains 
useful  information  respecting  the  methods  of  collecting  and  trans- 
porting these  fishes,  the  character  of  the  waters  they  inhabit,  and  lists 
of  those  which  occur  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Copies  may 
be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
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OFFICIAL  FUKBESS  FOB  MESGHAITT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  designated  to 
merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  CJom- 
merce,  during  the  week  ended  July  3,  1915: 


Name. 


POWER. 

Gas  screw  yacht: 

Jennetto 

Melissa 

Togo 

Gas  stern  wheel: 

Margaret  Jud-son. . . 

Mollie  E 

Ods  screw: 

Actuhia 

Bessie 

Bryan 

CvoUne 

Casco 

City  of  Sales 

Daphne 

Eva  Lee 

Ferro 

Hellenic 

linen 

Junior 

Kamome 

Minnie  V.Pope.... 

Sir  Francis 

Tango 

Time 

Bteam  stem  wheel- 
John 

Robt.  H.  Romunder. . 
Bteam  screw: 

Edna 


OITicial 
num- 
ber. 


UNBIOOED. 

Barfse: 

CuUenNo.  19 , 

Marv  A.  Kennelly . . . , 

M.  f.  No.l 

Scow: 

C.  C.  Co.  No.  1 

C.  C.  Co.  Na2 

C.  C.  Co.  No.  3 

Dixie  No.8 

Ga-stinoau  No.  4. 

J.  H.R.No.3 

Sanitary  1 

Sanitary  2 

Star  No.  55 

Star  No.  56 

Star  No.  57 

Star  No.  58 

StarNo.59 

Star  No.  60 

Canal  1>oat : 

A.n.  Wess 

Erie  Boatmen'sUnion . 

Gilbert  and  Ucrtha ... 

Jimmlenndnaymond 
Shean. 

John  E.  Kennedy 

W.  E.  Danbrth 


213412 
213424 
213420 

213423 
213429 


Tonnage. 


Gross. 


21340S 

U 

2I343T 

43 

213411 

19 

213417 

37 

213422 

12 

213409 

9 

213420 

49 

213410 

8 

213414 

7 

213421 

29 

213406 

20 

213430 

18 

213416 

11 

213413 

35 

213431 

7 

213415 

17 

213418 

11 

213419 

26 

62 

.1213428 

7 

166057 

460 

166045 

4S0 

166005 

318 

166042 

29 

166043 

29 

166044 

29 

166059 

29 

166064 

40 

16605S 

17 

166061 

25 

10C062 

25 

166046 

24 

160047 

24 

lfi004S 

24 

l(ifi04<) 

24 

1660:0 

24 

160051 

24 

160054 

125 

166055 

US 

lIXOiM 

109 

166053 

129 

lofio.io 

129 

106052 

129 

Net. 


460 
480 
318 

29 
29 
29 
29 
40 
17 
25 
25 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 

125 
148 
100 
129 

129 
129 


Year 
built. 


1915 
1915 
1906 

1915 
1912 

1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1914 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 
1915 

1915 


1915 
1914 
1915 

1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1894 
1893 
1603 
1S90 

l.>i94 
1894 


Where  built. 


East  Doolhbav,  Me. 

Jaclf sonvillc,  I'-la 

Toms  River,  N.  J. .. 


T.enoir  City.  Tonn  . 
Itromley,  Ky 


Home  port. 


Seattle.  Wash 

Baltimore,  Md 

Seattle,  Wash 

TottenviUe.  N.  Y.. 
Machiasport,  He . . . 
Los  -Angeles,  Cal... 

Mobile,  Ala 

Ballard,  Wash 

Ellamar,  Alti^ka . . . 

I'oubbo.  Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Baldwin,  N.  Y 

Peshtigo.  Wis 

Bristol,  R.  I 

Tacoma,  Wash 

Ketchllatn,  Alaska. 
Everett,  Wash 

Florldatown.  Fla . . 
Clarendon,  Ark 


Dulnth,  Minn  . 


Rondout.N.Y 

Atheas,  N.  Y 

Baltimore,  Md 


Seattle,  Wash 

do , 

....do 

Friday  Harbor,  Wash. 

Juneau,  Alaska , 

Bellingham,  Wash.... 

Anacortes,  Wash 

....do 

Bellingham,  Wash.... 

....do , 

....do 

....do 

....do , 

....do 


Tonawanda,  N.Y. 

do 

....do 

Budrtlo,  N.  Y 


.do. 
.do. 


Hartford. 

Jacksonville 

Philadelphia. 

Chattanooga. 
Cincinnati, 

Snttle. 
Baltimore. 
Seattle. 
Newark. 
Maehias. 
lios  Ancalei. 
Mobile. 
Seattle. 
Jimeau. 
Seattle. 
Uo. 
Fatcboguo. 
Galveston. 
Providence. 
Seattle. 
Ketchikan. 
Seattle. 

Pensaoola. 
St.  Louis. 

Dulutb 


New  York. 
Do. 
Do. 

Seattle. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
Jimeau. 
Seattle. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

BuITalo 

Da 

Albany. 

Butlala 

Da 
Da 


a  Place  ot  build  unknon-n.    Rebuilt  at  Duluth,  Minn. 

The  total  number  of  forcign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  to  July  3,  1915,  was  150 
of  529,024  gross  tons. 
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SOnPICATION  TO  HBSTSOY  013  GATAIOOVES. 

[Conaol  James  Oliver  Lalng,  KaracbJ,  India,  May  IB.] 

Several  American  firms  which  make  a  business  of  supplying  cata- 
logues and  price  sheets  to  this  consulate  have  adopted  the  custom 
of  notifying  the  consulate  when  supplying  new  advertising  matter 
that  certain  old  catalogues  and  price  lists  already  in  possession  of 
the  consul  should  be  destroyed.  This  is  both  a  help  to  the  consulate 
and  a  wise  precaution  of  the  shipper. 

It  assists  the  consular  staff  tp  Keep  the  catalogues  files  up  to  date 
and  also  prevents  mistakes  by  making  it  impossible  to  hand  an 
inc|uirer  an  old  catalogue.  In  filing  the  numerous  catalogues  and 
pnce  sheets  in  consulates  it  is  often  impossible  to  know  whether  the 
new  catalogue  is  supposed  to  supplant  or  to  supplement  previous 
new  literature  unless  both  the  old  and  the  new  are  carefully  ex- 
amined. This  careful  examination  can  not  always  be  made  without 
much  difficulty  and  loss  of  time  and,  with  the  added  duties  entailed 
by  the  war,  it  is  now  often  impossible.  Notification  by  the  American 
house,  however,  to  cancel  the  catalogues  or  price  list  of  a  particular 
date  not  only  secures  more  accuracy  for  the  house  but  makes  less 
trouble  for  the  staff  and  reduces  very  materially  the  periodical 
*^  cleaning  up  "  of  the  catalogue  file. 


FBOPOSED  CHINO-JAFANESE  BANK 

[Bztract  from  Japan  Advertiser  of  May  20,  by  Consul  Oeneral  George  H.  Scldmore, 

Yokohama.] 

A  Peking  telegram  says  that  arrangements  for  establishing  a 
Chino-Japanese  bank,  projected  by  Japanese  and  Chinese  capital- 
ists through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Murayama,  ex-consul  for  Japan  in 
Changsha,  have  been  completed.  The  bank  wUl  be  capitalized  at 
100,000,000  yen  ($498,000),  and  the  sum  wiU  be  equally  borne  by  the 
Chlno-Japanese  Industrial  Co.  and  Chinese  capitalists.  A  premium 
of  5  yen  ($2.49)  per  share  will  be  called  for  at  once,  the  payment  of 
25  yen  ($12.45)  per  share  being  called  later.  The  board  of  directors 
will  for  the  time  being  consist  of  a  Japanese  and  a  Chinese  repre- 
sentative. The  Chinese  shareholders  will  be  capitalists  in  Changsha, 
Changte,  and  Hiangtan,  cities  in  Himan  Province.  Business  wiU  be 
begun  shortly. 

MnmirG  activitt  along  pbofosed  Spanish  bailwat. 

[Consul  Wllbnr  T.  Gracey,  Seville.] 

In  continuation  of  the  article  published  in  Commekce  Reports  for 
March  4, 1915,  relative  to  the  projected  railway  extension  from  Cor- 
doba to  Puertollano,  figures  as  to  the  development  of  the  mineral 
resources  of  the  territory  to  be  served  (taken  from  the  annual  report 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cordoba)  are  of  interest.  In  Cor- 
doba 14  concessions  have  been  granted  for  iron  mining,  3  for  zinc,  6 
for  lead,  and  36  for  copper ;  in  Villaf ranca,  4  iron ;  Adamuz,  1  iron, 
9  coal,  1  copper ;  Montoro,  28  iron,  65  lead,  12  copper,  1  bismuth ; 
Villanneva  de  Cordoba,  4  iron,  7  lead,  1  copper,  3  bismuth ;  Conquista, 
5  iron,  8  lead,  1  copper,  8  bismuth.  The  proposed  line  would  give 
tiieae  mining  properties  access  to  the  sea  at  Seville,  in  addition  to 
pijitring  a  more  direct  route  between  that  port  and  Madrid. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOB  OOYEBirHENT  SITFFIIES  ASB  COirSTBUCTIOH. 

[Correspondeoce  Bhoald  be  direct  with  the  offlcee  named,  and  spedflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbc  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  wbere  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  sbould  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malllnf;  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

ConstrucUon  work.  No.  2480. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  2,  1015,  for  furnishing  labor 
and  matcriuls  necessary  to  the  conslruction  of  a  chemical  laboratory 
building  on  the  premises  of  the  bureau  at  Connecticut  Avenue  and  Pierce 
Mill  Koad.  Drawings,  specifications,  and  necessary  blank  forms  may  be 
obtained  upon  application  to  Donu  &  Demlng,  architects,  808  Seventeenth 
Street  NW..  Washington,  X).  C.  A  deposit  of  $10  must  accompany  each 
application,  $8  of  which  will  be  refunded  upon  return  of  the  drawings,  etc. 

Marine  railway,  No.  2487. — Sealed  proposals  Indorsed  "  Proposals  for  marine 
railway '"  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Doclis,  Navy  Depart- 
ment, Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  18, 1915,  for  constructing  a  marine 
railway  at  the  naval  station.  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii.  Plans  and  specifica- 
tions may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  to  the  commandant 
of  the  naval  station  named. 

Fuel,  No.  2488. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  fuel  for  use  of  lighthouse  tender 
Crocus  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1916.  Blank  proposals  and  par- 
ticulars may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Chart  paper.  No.  2489. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Avenue  SB!., 
Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  13,  1915,  for  furnishing  43  reams  of  cliart 
paper.    Specifications,  etc.,  may  be  had  by  applying  to  the  above  office. 

^Laying  fire  brick.  No.  2490. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  Wasliington,  D.  C., 
until  July  19,  1915,  for  laying  up  about  15,000  fire  brick  In  an  oil-heated 
furnace.  Those  interested  should  address  the  above  office,  letters  to  be  ac- 
companied by  statement  of  experience  In  building  gas  and  oil  furnaces. 

Btone,  No.  2491. —  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  United 
States  Engineer,  Customhouse,  New  Orleans,  La.,  until  July  21,  1915,  for 
fumlshiiig  and  placing  on  the  Jetties  at  Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River, 
about  12,000  tons  of  stone.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  arollcatiou 
to  the  above  office. 

Labor  and  materials.  No.  2492. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  De- 
partment of  tlie  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  22, 1915,  for  furnish- 
ing all  labor  and  material,  unless  otherwise  specified,  which  shall  be 
required  In  the  Installation  of  plumbing,  and  of  marble,  tile,  and  terrazzo 
work  in  room  109  of  the  General  Land  Office  building,  Washington,  D.  C, 
in  accordance  with  plans  and  siwclflcatlons,  copies  of  which  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department. 

Condemned  lighthouse  property.  No.  2493. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Lighthouse  Inspector.-  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  July  22. 
1915,  for  the  purchase  of  condemned  lighthouse  property,  eousistiug  of 
scrap  irou,  copper,  and  zinc,  old  rope,  rubber,  clocks,  small  boats,  etc. 
Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above 
office. 

Building  material.  No.  24fU. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington. 
D.  C,  until  July  27,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  Uulted 
States  Penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  cupolas,  dormers,  roofing  felt,  pitch, 
elastic  cement,  sheet  coi>i)er.  and  slating  nails,  reinforcing  material  for 
roof,  stairs,  attic  floor,  etc.,  for  the  bath,  laundry,  and  tailor-shop  building 
at  the  above-named  Institution.  Copies  of  the  specifications,  together  with 
further  information,  may  be  had  on  appUcatlou  to  the  Washington  office. 

Buoy  supplies.  No.  2405. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompkipsville,  N.  Y.,  until  July  29,  1915,  for  fur- 
nishing buoy  supplies  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1910,  consisting 
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of  bell  baoys,  mooring  buoTS,  can  and  nun  bnoys,  can  and  nun  tall-type 
buoys.  Iron  spur  bnoys,  ballast  balls,  iron  sinkers,  and  bottom  castings  for 
bnoys.  Blank  proposals  nud  particulars  may  be  obtained  by  addressing 
tbe  llghtbouse  inspector,  Tonipklusville. 

Dredging,  No.  2496. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe  office  of  tbe 
United  States  £:ngiueer.  Room  707  Army  Building,  39  Whitehall  Street, 
New  York  City,  until  August  2,  1015,  for  dredging  in  Hempstead  and  Hunt- 
ington Harbors,  N.  Y.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to 
tbe  Engineer's  office. 

Dredging,  No.  2497. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Engineer,  Customhouse,  Norfolk,  Va.,  until  August  4,  1915, 
for  dredging  in  Inland  Waterway,  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Beaufort,  N.  O. 
Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Engineer's  Office. 

Construction  work.  No.  249S. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  SupervlsinK  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  August  11,  1915,  for  the  coustruction  complete  (Including  mechanical 
equipment,  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post 
office  at  Wellsburg,  W.  Va.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained 
from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Wellsburg  or  at  the  Washington  office. 


HETAL  DTDirSTRIES  IH  ALSACE-LOBBAINE  AND  BADEH. 

[Consul  Mllo  A.  Jewett,  Kebl,  Germany,  May  T.] 

Lorraine  produces  about  25  per  cent  of  the  raw  iron  made  in  Ger- 
many. The  production  of  raw  iron  in  Lorraine  in  the  year  1913  was 
3,869,866  metric  tons  (metric  ton=1.10231  short  tons).  During  the 
last  five  years  the  output  has  increased  at  the  rate  oi  about  350,000 
tons  per  annum.  The  average  number  of  persons  employed  in  the 
iron  mines  of  Lorraine  in  1913  was  17,713,  According  to  the  census 
of  1907  there  were  in  Alsace-Lorraine  23,993  persons  engaged  in  the 
working  of  metals  and  24,268  persons  employed  in  the  manufacture 
of  machinery,  instruments,  and  apparatus.  In  the  whole  of  the  grand 
duchy  of  Baden  51,798  persons  were  engaged  in  the  metal- working 
industries  and  44,644  in  the  manufacture  of  machinery,  instruments, 
and  apparatus. 

HEAVY  FBOSTS  IN  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  June  24.] 

Heavy  frosts  have  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  Netherlands, 
with  more  or  less  damage  to  all  kinds  of  vegetation.  The  north- 
eastern part  of  the  country  seems  to  have  suffered  the  most.  There, 
it  is  reported,  whole  fields  of  beans,  potatoes,  etc.,  were  absolutely 
frozen.  How  much  deteriorating  effect  this  will  have  on  the  harvests 
is  not  yet  evident. 

FBOOBESS  ON  NEW  UGHTHOTrSES. 

It  is  stated  in  the  June  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  that  the  structural  steelwork  at  the  Gal- 
veston Light  Station,  Tex.j  has  been  completed  and  that  the  lantern 
for  this  station  is  on  exhibition  at  the  San  Francisco  Exposition. 
Plans  and  specifications  for  the  lighthouse  at  Navassa  Island,  West 
Indies,  have  been  sent  to  the  printer.  Work  on  the  Kilauea  Point 
Lighthouse,  Hawaii,  has  been  completed,  at  a  total  cost  of  $77,982.07. 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  branch 

offices.] 

Consuls  are  requested  to  contribute  to  this  department,  and  in  doing  so  should 
in  each  instance  state  in  what  language  correspondence  should  be  conducted. 

Machinery,  No.  17448. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  writes  that  a 
flrm  in  his  district  desires  to  import  machinery  for  manufacturing  Jute 
coffee  bags. 

Bronze  plate,  copper  sheeting,  etc.,  No.  17449. — One  of  the  commercial  agents 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  repoi-ts  that  a  company 
In  Chile  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  liiformatlou  relative  to  the 
following  commodities:  Bronze  plates  2  feet  by  4  feet,  Nos.  2  to 
30;  sheathing  materials  for  ships'  bottoms,  14  inches  by  48  inches;  sine 
plates  for  boilers  i  inch  by  0  inches  by  12  Inches,  }  Inch  by  6  Inches  by  12 
Inches,  1  Inch  by  8  Inches  by  32  Inches,  and  1  inch  by  8  inches  by  16  inches; 
cut  copi)er  square  nails  for  ships  ranging  from  1}  Inches  to  3  inches;  cop- 
per tacks  ranging  from  i  inch  to  1  inch ;  also  catalogues  and  full  information 
relative  to  hardware,  machinery,  and  ammuultiou  for  hunting  rifles  and 
shotguns. 

General  agencif,  No.  17450. — ^The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  merchant  of  British  India,  who  is  now  In  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  witti  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters.  He  states  tliat  he  desires  to  work  on  a  commis- 
sion basis  and  that  he  can  supply  satisfactory  reference. 

Waste  paper,  etc.,  No.  17451. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reports 
that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
exporters  of  waste  paper  and  "fents"  (cotton-mill  remnants).  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Bottles,  No.  17452. — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
It  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  Information  relative  to 
yellow-tinted  glass  bottles,  for  pharmaceutical  purposes,  of  the  following 
sizes :  120,  260,  and  600  grams.    References  are  given. 

Blectrio-light  globes.  No.  17453. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  heat-resisting  inner  and  outer  globes  for  arc  lami)s. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  British  ports,  If  possible. 

Toj/s,  etc..  No.  17454. — A  novelty  company  in  Brazil  writes  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  all  kinds 
of  novelties,  childrens'  bicycles,  dolls,  toys,  etc.    References  are  given. 

Tanning  material.  No.  17455. — An  American  consular  officer  in  China  repoi-ts 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  desiroAis  of  hearing  from  Amcricsin  Importers 
of  myrobalan,  qiiebracho,  and  other  tanniug  materials.  Quantities,  prices, 
terms,  etc.,  should  be  supplied  with  first  communication. 

Machinery,  tools,  clc.  No.  17456. —  One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  reports  that  a  firm  in  Peru  desires  to 
receive  catalogues,  price  llst.s,  and  full  information  from  mauufiicturers  of 
all  kinds  of  wuod-woiking  machinery;  machiues  for  cutting  rivets  of  iron 
and  bronze  5  inillimoters  deep;  perforating  machines;  automatic  punches; 
machines  for  cutting  and  engraving  iron  and  bronze  plates:  lutbcs;  ma- 
chines for  mnkiug  bnniboo  blinds,  washboards,  railings,  ehaii's,  rulers, 
school  benches,  etc.;  al.so  samples  and  catalogues,  etc.,  of  paints,  inks,  var- 
nishes, polishing  p.nstes,  furniture;  and  foundry  and  machine  shop  products; 
wire  nails;  greases;  hemp  thread;  sanitary  supplies;  shovels;  lead  pirws; 
and  zinc  plales,  etc. 
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COHSULAR  TBASE  OONFEREHOES. 

American  Consul  Greneral  Thomas  Samraons  at  Shanghai,  China, 
expects  to  arrive  in  San  Francisco  on  leave  of  absence  some  time 
between  July  19  and  July  26. 

Manufacturers  and  exporters  who  may  care  to  discuss  commercial 
c(mditions  and  opportunities  in  the  Far  East  may  make  appoint- 
ments with  him  by  addressing  him  in  care  of  the  branch  office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Koom  306-7  Custom- 
house, San  Francisco,  Cal. 


COTTON  SmTATION  IN  BRAZIL. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Green,  an  American  cotton  expert,  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  recently  organized  Cotton  Service  of  the  Bra- 
zilian Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Prior  to  his  present  connection  with 
the  Government  Dr.  Green  made  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  cotton 
situation  in  Brazil^  and  submitted  a  report  that  contained  the  re- 
sults of  his  investigations,  and  was  illustrated  with  photographs 
taken  in  the  field.  A  copy  of  this  report  has  been  forwarded  from 
Rio  de  Janeiro  by  Ambassador  Edwin  V.  Morgan  and  may  be  in- 
spected at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.  There  will  also  be  made  available  to  those  interested 
a  report  on  the  cotton  situation  in  Brazil,  prepared  by  Consul  Gen- 
eral A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  based  in  part  upon  an  interview  had 
with  Dr.  Green. 

The  activities  of  the  new  Service  will  embrace  (1)  cultural  proc- 
esses, (2^  gathering  and  packing,  and  (3)  marketing  the  lint,  and 
should  aid  m  developing  this  important  though  nearly  latent  source 
of  national  wealth.  The  development  of  the  cotton  industry  of 
Brazil  will,  in  the. opinion  of  Commercial  Attach6  Lincoln  Hutch- 
inson, present  opportunities  for  the  sale  of  American  plantation 
equipment 
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NOTES  OH  PEBTT. 

[Commercial  Attache  A.  I.  HarrlngtOD,  Lima,  June  0.] 

Official  statistics  for  the  month  of  April,  1915,  show  that  the  cus- 
toms duties  collected  amounted  to  $320,980,  as  against  $596,672  for 
the  corresponding  month  in  1914. 

Bank  Deposits — Exports. 

Statements  published  by  the  local  banks  on  May  31,  1915,  show  a 
total  decrease  in  cash  held  of  $141,000  and  an  increase  of  $129,900 
deposited  in  foreign  banks.  Sight  deposits  on  April  30  amounted  to 
$11,631,000;  on  May  31,  to  $11,844,000. 

Rice  exports  from  Peru  for  19l4  amounted  to  2,803  metric  tons,  as 
against  3,410  metric  tons  in  1913.  The  decrease  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  further  exports  were  prohibited  on  August  9,  1914. 
Cotton  exports  for  1914  amounted  to  47,692  metric  tons,  valued  at 
$7,376,354,  as  against  56,161  metric  tons,  valued  at  $7,615,313,  in  1913. 
Sugar  exports  for  1914  amounted  to  176,671  metric  tons,  valued  at 
$12,852,188,  as  against  142,901  metric  tons,  valued  at  $6,874,734,  in 
1913.  Hides  and  skins  exported  during  1914  amounted  to  2,779 
metric  tons,  valued  at  $928^14,  as  against  3,733  metric  tons,  valued 
at  $990,338,  in  1913, 

Exchange — Shipping  Situation. 

Exchange  has  remained  practically  imchanged.  Sight  drafts  on 
London  are  quoted  nominally  at  9^  per  cent  premium,  and  90-day 
bills  at  7  J  to  7f  per  cent  premium.  Dollar  exchange  on  the  United 
States  is  quoted  at  $4.30  for  the  Peruvian  pound.  The  difficxdty  in 
securing  exchange  is  accounted  for  not  so  much  by  the  decrease  in 
the  value  of  exports  as  by  the  fact  that  large  exporters  are  drawing 
on  shipments  only  sufficient  funds  to  meet  their  immediate  needs  and 
maintaining  large  credits  abroad  in  preference  to  selling  all  their 
exchange  and  carrying  large  deposits  m  the  local  banks. 

Much  is  left  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  improving  steamship  con- 
nections, not  only  with  European  ports  but  with  those  of  the  United 
States.  The  fact  that  the  Peruvian  Steamship  Co.  is  finding  it  prof- 
itable to  put  its  steamers  into  this  trade  would  suggest  that  this 
might  be  a  good  opportunity  to  establish  an  American  steamship 
service  running  direct  from  United  States  Atlantic  ports  to  the  west 
coast  of  South  America  by  way  of  the  Panama  CanaL 


NOTES  OF  THE  COAST  AND  GEODETIC  STTBVET. 

Wire-drag  party  No.  1  has  been  operating  in  the  fairway  or  navi- 

fable  channel  between  Boston  and  the  Cape  Cod  Canal  and  interme- 
iate  points.    The  work  has  been  interfered  with  somewhat  by  lobster 
traps  and  fish  nets. 

Wire-drag  party  No.  4  has  been  operating  in  Sumner  Strait, 
Alaska.  During  June  there  was  discovered  a  dangerous  rock  in  the 
track  of  vessels.  This  rock  has  only  18  feet  of  water  over  it  at  low 
tide.    Notice  of  the  danger  has  been  published. 

The  Survey  is  preparing  for  publication  "Atlantic  Coast  Pilot, 
Part  C,  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Bays,"  and  a  new  edition  of  the 
♦'  Catalogue  of  Charts,  Coast  Pilots  and  Tide  Tables." 
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DBOUGHTS  EFFECT  ON  AUSTBAUAH  FOOD  SITFFIIES. 

(Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  June  7.] 

An  idea  of  the  serious  character  of  the  drought  which  has  pre- 
vailed throughout  Australia,  and  which  has  finally  been  broken  by 
the  recent  rains,  may  be  gathered  from  the  figures  showing  the 
deliveries  of  wheat  in  the  State  of  Victoria  from  January  1  to  May 
S,  1915,  as  compared  with  corresponding  data  for  previous  years. 
During  the  period  named  363,080  ba^  (equivalent  to  1,125,548 
bushels)  were  brought  into  country  stations,  whereas  from  January 
1  to  May  6,  1914,  these  receipts  totaled  8,248,995  bags  (25,571,885 
bushels^,  and  in  the  like  period  of  1913,  6,219,837  bags  (19^81,490 
bushels).  The  quantity  now  stacked  at  country  stations  is  only 
43,687  bags,  as  compared  with  1,118,102  bags  at  the  corresponding 
date  last  year. 

In  recent  years  the  production  of  wheat  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Australia  has  amply  satisfied  the  domestic  demand  and  left  avail- 
able for  export  a  surplus  of  30,000,000  to  60,000,000  bushels.  This 
year,  however — as  in  the  previous  year  of  drought,  1903,  when  it 
was  necessary  to  import  12,000,000  bushels — the  home  production 
has  been  insufficient  to  supply  the  home  consumption,  and  cargoes 
of  wheat  have  had  to  be  imported  from  the  United  States  and  Ar- 
gentina. Still  further  importations  must  follow  before  the  next 
crop  will  be  available.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total  amount  of 
these  will  be  something  like  10,000,000  bushels.  Up  to  date  the 
Government  of  Victoria  is  reported  to  have  purchased  a  total  of 
1,800,000  bushels,  South  Australia  nearly  250,000  bushels,  and  other 
Stat^  large  quantities.  [See  Commerce  Repohts  for  Mar.  16  and 
May  15,  1915.]  Altogether  about  3,000,000  bushels  have  been  or- 
dered from  over-sea  ports. 
Price  Control — Butter  Imports — ^Xeat  Exports  ProhlMted. 

These  importations  have  been  undertaken  by  the  respective  gov- 
ernments of  the  different  States  of  Australia  in  pursuance  of  the 
policy  of  controlling  the  price  to  the  public  of  the  necessary  com- 
modities of  life  during  the  time  of  the  war,  and  the  wheat  is  being 
supplied  to  millers  at  present  at  7s.  lid.  to  8s.  ($1.93  to  $1.95)  per 
bushel.  The  millers  in  turn  are  limited  to  £17  ($82.75)  per  ton 
of  2,000  pounds  as  the  price  at  which  they  can  sell  their  flour  to 
the  bakers.  The  present  duties  on  flour  are  2s.  6d.  ($0.61)  per  100 
pounds  and  on  wheat  Is.  6d.  ($0.37)  per  100  pounds. 

Another  food  product  of  which  Australia  has  been  obliged  by 
the  drought  to  become  an  importer  instead  of  an  exporter  is  butter. 
The  markets  of  both  Sydney  and  Melbourne  are  almost  bare  of 
stocks,  and  the  recent  arrival  from  California  of  600  boxes  in  Mel- 
bourne and  4,000  boxes  in  Sydney  has  not  had  much  effect  on  the 
situation.  Here  again  wholesale  prices  are  fixed  by  the  Price  of 
Goods  Board,  those  for  Victoria  being  Is.  9d.  to  2s.  Id.  ($0.43  to 
$0.51)  per  pound.  Importers  claim  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  duties  and  high  rates  of  freight,  these  prices  do  not  allow  them 
a  suf5cient  margin  of  profit.  The  duty  on  butter  is  3d.  ($0.06)  per 
pound. 

So  serious  has  been  the  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  flocks  and 
herds  as  a  consequence  of  the  drought  that  fears  are  entertained  of 
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the  meat  supply  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  to-daj  the  Victorian 
State  Cabinet  decided  to  inform  the  Imperial  Government  that  in 
view  of  the  scarcity  of  meat  no  further  exportation  of  frozen  car- 
casses could  be  allowed  at  present.  Only  about  228,000  carcasses 
(sheep)  are  in  the  cold  warehouses. 

The  SuiraT  Shortage. 

Still  another  problem  that  is  perplexing  the  Govemmait  is  how  to 
provide  for  the  shortage  of  sugar  without  increasing  the  cost  to  the 
consumer  or  sacrificing  the  revenue  derived  from  customs  duties. 
The  amount  of  cane  sugar  produced  in  Australia  (principally  in  the 
State  of  Queensland )  varies  from  130,000  to  225,000  tons  per  annum, 
and  whatever  additional  supplies  may  be  required  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mand of  the  consumers  are  obtained  from  Fiji,  Mauritius,  or  Java, 
the  imports  running  from  25,000  to  95,000  tons  per  annum.  The  imr 
port  duties  are  £6  ($29.20)  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  irrespective  of  the 
grade. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  however,  the  Price  of  Food 
Boards,  in  pursuance  of  their  policy  of  limiting  the  prices  to  the  con- 
sumer of  necessary  commodities,  have  also  fixed  the  wholesale  price 
of  sugar,  that  prevailing  at  present  being  £21 10s.  ($104.63)  per  long 
ton  for  granulated  No.  1  A.  At  the  same  time  all  exports  of  sugar  were 
prohibited,  so  that  the  Australian  producer  was  debarred  from  bene- 
nting  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  world.  The  result  has  been  that  imports  have 
ceased,  as  to  sell  at  £21 10s.  imported  sugar  paying  duties  of  £6  woidd 
entail  a  loss  of  about  £7  ($34)  per  ton.  Consequently  Australia  has 
been  obliged  to  depend  on  its  own  production,  and  this  has  been  seri- 
ously affected  by  the  prolonged  drought.  [Reference  to  the  sugar 
shortage  in  Australia  was  also  made  in  Commehce  Reforts  for  June 
11,  1916.] 

Views  of  Beftnery  Kanager. 

The  situation  was  set  forth  in  a  letter  under  date  of  April  26,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Premier  of  New  South  Wales  by  the  general  manager 
of  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  which  enjoys  a  practical  mo- 
nopoly of  the  sugar-refining  business  in  Australia : 

Within  the  last  fortnight  it  has  grndually  become  manifest  that  the  sngar- 
cane  crop  In  Queensland  will  this  year  he  reduced  seriously  by  the  drought  now 
prevailing,  and  the  crushing  season  will  certainly  begin  at  a  later  date  than 
usual.  The  consequence  will  be  that  much  sugar  must  be  brought  into  Aua- 
tralia  during  the  next  32  months.  The  delay  In  the  delivery  of  that  from 
Queensland  and  New  South  Wales  factories  will  leave  our  Australian  refineries 
idle  about  August  next  for  several  weeks,  as  all  the  present  stocks  will  by  that 
time  be  worked  up  and  delivered. 

It  will  be  possible  to  bridge  this  gap  in  the  supply  of  sugar  to  consumers  only 
by  importing  from  Java  or  elsewhere,  and  the  quantity  to  be  then  introduced 
must  depend  upon  the  willingness  of  the  Queensland  mill  owners  to  send  for- 
ward their  produce  as  fast  as  it  is  made.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  their 
cooperation  could  be  taken  for  granted;  but  even  if  this  were  the  case  now 
there  would  still  be  a  need  to  bring  in  by  August  several  cargoes  from  other 
countries,  and  much  larger  quantities  at  later  dates. 

Hitherto  my  company  has  always  and  successfully  met  such  emergencies.  It 
is  impossible  for  us  to  do  so  now  that  the  Government  has  fixed  selling  prices 
for  sugar  at  these  rates.  The  sale  of  sugar  refined  from  that  Imported  from  Java 
would  leave  a  loss  of  probably  £7  a  ton.  As  the  matter  is  one  of  urgent  im- 
portance to  the  public,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  inform  you  of  the  position. 
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further  Stocks  WiU  be  Heeded. 

Since  the  above  date  the  matter  has  been  under  consideration  of 
the  Federal  Parliament  with  a  view  to  suspending  the  duties  or  rais- 
ing the  price,  or  doing  both,  in  order  to  permit  the  importation  of 
sugar  from  other  countries.  No  decision  has  yet  been  reached,  al- 
though the  situation  is  becoming  so  acute  that  grocers  are  obliged 
to  limit  the  amount  of  sugar  whidi  they  will  sell  to  any  one  customer. 
Experts  estimate  that  Australia  will  be  faced  with  a  shortage  of  fully 
130,000  tons  of  sugar  between  now  and  the  commencement  of  milling 
in  July,  1916.  The  immediate  shortage  is  estimated  at  about  20,000 
tons.  The  present  indications  are  that  if  the  prices  are  raised  to 
£25  ($121.66)  a  ton,  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining  Co.  will  agree  to 
import  sufficient  quantities  to  tide  matters  over  until  the  end  of 
August,  when  the  question  will  have  to  be  considered  again.  Ameri- 
can exporters  should  keep  well  in  touch  with  the  situation,  as,  al- 
though they  may  not  be  able  to  supply  the  immediate  requirements 
on  account  of  the  shortness  of  time  allowed,  they  may  perhaps  par- 
ticipate in  the  further  cargoes  that  will  have  to  be  imported. 


MARKET  FOB  7AHS  AND  PBESEBVES  IH  HORDITBAS. 

[Consul  John  A.  Oamon,  Paerto  Cortes,  June  15.] 

American  exporters  have  an  opportunity  to  extend  their  sales  of 
jams  and  preserves  in  the  Puerto  Cortes  district.  Brands  now 
popular  here  are  the  products  of  Crosse  &  Blackwell,  of  London, 
England,  and  of  C.  &  E.  Morton  (Ltd.).  These  jams  and  preserves 
come  put  up  in  1  and  2  pound  tins. 

Compound  jams,  as  well  as  pure  fruits,  are  sold,  and  there  is  a 
good  market  for  them.  Considerable  quantities  are  now  imported 
from  the  United  Statea 

The  packing  best  suited  to  this  trade  seems  to  be  small  wooden 
boxes  holding  4  to  6  dozen  cans.  Open  spaces  are  filled  with  tightly 
compressed  sawdust.  The  corrugated  board  used  by  certain  Amer- 
ican houses  does  not  seem  to  give  sufficient  protection  to  the  ship- 
ment.   This  is  especially  true  where  glass  containers  are  used. 

For  inland  shipments  wooden  boxes  are  almost  a  necessity.    The 
boxes  should  then  be  bound  with  steel  bands  and  well  nailed.    With 
sufficient  compression  very  close  packing  can  be  secured  with  sawdust 
fiUer. 
Sanples  and  Prices  to  l>e  Submitted — List  of  Importers. 

Samples  and  prices  may  be  submitted  to  the  importers.  Shipments 
coming  to  this  port  pass  through  either  New  York,  New  Orleans,  or 
Mobile,  and  prices  should  be  made  at  those  ports  or  c.  i.  f.  Puerto 
Cortes.  With  articles  where  the  competition  is  with  English  prod- 
ucts it  has  been  found  worth  while  to  quote  prices  in  both  United 
States  currency  and  English  money.  Where  it  is  not  thought  advis- 
able to  offer  long  credit,  due  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  pre- 
vailing European  terms  and  offers  of  better  cash  discount  should 
be  made. 

[The  addresses  of  merchants  in  the  Puerto  Cortes  district,  to  whom 
prices  and  samples  may  be  submitted,  are  obtainable  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 
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coNSTBTrcnoir  work  abeoao. 

CANADA. 

[Coiuul  Samncl  C.  Beat,  Calgaxy,  Alberta,  Joim  30.] 

Antomobile-ABsembliiiK  Factory. 

An  assembling  plant  will  be  erected  in  Calgarv  by  the  Ford  Motor 
Co.  (Ltd.)  of  Canada  at  a  cost  of  from  $250,000  to  $300,000.  The 
factory  will  employ  300  men.  The  city  council  of  Calgary  has  given 
the  company  privilege  to  run  a  spur  track  across  a  city  street  to  the 
prospective  plant  site.  The  Ford  Co.  will  probably  not  begin  work 
on  its  factory  here  until  next  spring. 

CHIHA. 

[National  Review,  Shanghai,  June  5.] 
Peking  Xnnlelpal  ImproTements. 

The  Chinese  Ministry  of  Interior  has  in  view  the  following  plans 
for  the  urban  improvement  of  the  Capital,  the  work  of  which  will  be 
started  in  the  near  future:  1.  The  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  city 
wall  at  Chicn-men  Gate  and  the  opening  of  the  square  inclosure 
within  the  four  gates  of  Chien-men  to  traffic.  2.  A  new  macadamized 
road  from  Hsin-hua-men  southward  to  Liu-li-chang  through  the  citv 
wall  at  Hua-shih-chiao,  where  a  new  city  gate  will  be  opened.  3.  A 
new  bazaar  to  be  constructed  inside  the  Chung-hua-men.  4.  Some 
more  improvements  wiU  be  installed  in  the  Central  Parle 

In  addition  to  these  the  Municipal  Council  has  planned  the  con- 
struction of  the  projected  tramway  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  the 
trunk  lines  of  which  have  been  marked  out.  There  will  be  five  tnmk 
lines  traversing  the  streets  of  the  Capital.  Three  of  them  will  run 
northward  and  southward,  while  two  will  nm  across  them  at  right 
angles  from  the  East  City  to  the  West  City.  The  first  of  the  former 
ihree  ones  will  start  from  Tse-chi-kow,  outside  the  Hata-men,  and 
terminate  at  Peh-Hsin-chiao,  the  second  from  Hsin-hua-men  to 
Hsiang-chang,  and  the  third  from  Tsai-shih-kow,  outside  the  Shun- 
chih-men  to  Hsin-chieh-kow.  The  latter  two  will  begin  from  Tung- 
ta-Pailou  to  Hsi-ta-Pailou  and  from  Tung-szu-Pailou  to  Hsi-Szu- 
Pailou,  respectively. 

KICA&ASUA. 

[American  Minister  Benjamin  L.  Jefferson,  Hanagna,  Jane  12.] 
Bailway  Concession  for  maing  IHstriot 

The  Republic  of  Nicaragua  has  made  a  contract  with  the  Tonky 
Transportation  &  Power  Co.  for  the  construction  of  a  railway,  and 
of  a  plant  or  plants  for  the  manufacture  and  transmis^on  of  power, 
in  the  mining  district  of  Pis  Pis.  The  contract  has  been  approved 
by  both  branches  of  the  National  Congress  and  duly  signed  by 
President  Diaz.  The  National  Congress  gave  a  great  deal  of  atten- 
tion to  the  provisions  of  the  contract,  which  appears  equable  to  all 
Sarties  concerned  and  it  is  expected  to  operate  to  the  advantage  of 
icaragua. 

[The  minister  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  contract  which  may  be 
seen  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com* 
ajerce.] 
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tOKTVQAL. 

[Consul  Ocncrftl  W.  L.  Lowt1«,  Usbon,  June  12.] 
Hiuielpal  HoTiMs  for  Workmen. 

Oporto,  the  progressive  metropolis  of  northern  Portugal,  with 
200,000  inhabitants,  has  begun  the  construction  of  80  houses  for  poor 
workmen  and  their  families,  which  will  be  rented  for  $2.50  a  month. 
The  buildings  will  be  located  in  two  districts  on  the  Aventino  and 
Prelada  hills  and  will  be  along  modem  sanitary  lines.  Thirty-two 
of  the  houses  will  occupy  the  Aventino  groimds  of  4,474  square 
yards  and  will  be  divided  into  eight  groups  of  four  houses  each. 
Each  house  will  have  its  separate  entrance  and  will  consists  of  two 
sleeping  rooms,  sitting  room,  kitchen,  and  toilet.  The  private  gar- 
den will  have  an  area  of  20  square  yards.  The  cost  of  a  house  is 
estimated  at  $400,  whUe  the  land  is  valued  at  50  cents  a  square  yard. 
Forty-eight  houses  will  be  erected  on  the  Prelado  grounds,  the  con- 
struction and  arrangement  being  the  same  as  those  of  the  Aventino. 

The  municipality  expects  to  have  the  work  completed  by  the  end 
of  1916. 

Two  of  the  city's  engineers,  Casimiro  Barbosa  and  Annibal  de 
Barros,  will  supermtend  the  construction  of  the  houses.  If  the  plan 
proves  successful,  the  municipality  will  erect  other  groups  of  homes. 

STK&ITS  SETTLElfEirrS. 
[Vice  Consnl  Caspar  L.  Dreier,  Singapore,  Hay  14.] 
Hew  Concrete  Office  Bnllding  in  Singapore. 

Work  is  now  well  under  way  on  a  new  six-story  office  building  in 
the  business  center  of  Singapore.  It  is  known  as  the  new  Asiatic 
Petroleum  Co.  Building,  and  is  to  be  a  novel  building  in  this  vicinitj^, 
both  in  size  and  style  of  construction.  It  is  to  be  a  modem  one  in 
every  respect,  with  electric  elevators  and  every  convenience  known 
to  the  modem  office  building  in  America.  This  structure  is  to  be  the 
first  of  its  size  as  an  entire  reinforced  concrete  building. 

A  large  quantity  of  American  material  is  to  be  used  in  this  build- 
ing, such  as  reinforcement  rods,  hy-rib  material  for  partitions  and 
floorings,  as  well  as  probably  certain  parts  of  the  interior  furnishings. 

DEVELOFMEHT  OF  WASHXNGTON  Aim  OBEaON  HALIBTJT 

FISHEBT. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  recent  information  to  the  effect  that 
heavy  catches  of  halibut  continue  on  the  newly  discovered  fishing 
banlcs  off  the  coasts  of  Washington  and  Oregon.  One  of  the  most 
protluctive  trips  was  made  by  the  schooner  Chicago,  which  left 
Seattle  on  June  11  and  returned  on  June  23  with  160,000  pounds  of 
fine  fish,  which  were  sold  for  $10,800.  The  fishery  on  these  banks, 
which  is  a  direct  outcome  of  the  survey  by  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries 
steamer  Albatross  in  1914,  promises  to  compensate  for  the  diversion 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  Alaska  halibut  trade  from  Seattle  to 
Prince  Rupert.  The  new  grounds  are  adjacent  to  ports  of  Washing- 
ton and  Oregon  and  are  therefore  economically  tributary  to  them, 
whereas  the  Alaskan  grounds  are  more  remote  and  vulnerable  to  the 
competition  of  nearer  ports.  The  Albatross  is  now  engaged  in  a 
continuation  of  the  survey  of  these  beds  and  explorations  to  deter- 
mine whether  there  are  others  in  the  same  general  region. 
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CHANGES  IS  HETTTEHLATTOS  lUTSIXD  TKADE  DUE  TO  WAS. 

[Commercial  Attache  Brwin  W.  Thompson,  The  Hagae,  Netberlands,  Jane  8.] 

Crushing  linseed  (or  flaxseed)  for  oil  and  cake  is  an  old  industry 
in  the  Netherlands.  Oil  was  formerly  obtained  from  linseed  by 
wooden  presses  operated  with  wedges.  These  wedges  were  driven  in 
by  hand  and  sometimes  by  the  dropping  of  weights  through  the 
action  of  windmills.  At  present,  however,  there  are  fine  modem 
mills  for  extracting  oil.  The  cake  which  is  left  after  extracting  the 
oil  from  the  seed  is  the  principal  cattle-feed  concentrate  of  the 
country. 

No  important  amounts  of  linseed  are  produced  in  the  Netherlands. 
It  is  imported  for  use  by  the  mills,  principally  from  Argentina,  Rus- 
sia, and  the  United  States.  The  normal  consumption  is  about  150,- 
000  metric  tons.  From  this  about  45,000  tons  of  oil  and  105,000  tons 
of  cake  are  produced.  About  10,000  tons  of  oil  is  normally  used  for 
the  manufacture  of  paints  and  soaps,  the  remainder  being  exported 
mostly  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Germany.  Aside  from  the  nor- 
mal production  of  106,000  tons  of  cake,  about  100,000  tons  are 
imported. 

Import*,  Exports,  and  Contnmptloii  of  Seed  and  Product*. 

Disturbances  of  trade  relations  which  have  been  caused  by  the  war 
are  very  important  in  the  linseed  trade.  The  following  table  exhibits 
some  of  these  features,  the  figures  being  in  metric  tons: 


ArUolts. 

1913 

1913 

1914 

First  qoartar. 

UootbofAprfl. 

'in« 

ISU 

1914 

1«U 

Unseed: 

208,929 

60,275 

296,035 
86,359 

260.811 
60,369 

80,119 
90,178 

107,881 
1,113 

38,777 
10,903 

64,136 
1,614 

148,654 

199.676 

191,442 

69,941 

106.468 

7,874 

62,521 

Cake: 

261,099 
104,000 

275,122 
139,800 

290,670 
134,000 

76,658 
42,000 

66,466 

74,500 

22,719 

5,400 

12,771 
43,800 

iiaae^.:'.::::::""":."": 

Bupply 

365,099 

414,922 

354,670 

118,658 

139,960 

28,119 

76,531 

■  Exports 

Consumption 

365,099 

414.922 

354,670 

118,058 

139,966 

28,119 

76,631 

on: 

155 
44,600 

551 

69,800 

8,321 

57,400 

209 
17,900 

19,816 
31,900 

21 
2,300 

7,819 
18,700 

Made 

Supply ., 

44,795 
35,015 

60,351 
25,448 

60,721 
40,902 

18,109 
8.430 

61,715 
H966 

2,321 
3,106 

26,519 
15,728 

9.740 

34,903 

19,819 

9,679 

16,749 

-785 

10,791 

Cake  imports: 

From  United  States 

From  Germany............ 

157,098 
42,459 

17,216 
10,638 

183,671 
42,523 

3,809 
10,526 

134,510 
35,413 

4,903 
26,198 

39,187 
18,612 

2,424 
4,109 

65,037 
123 

22 
32,736 

11,996 
5,928 

708 
1,002 

32,494 
0 

4 
14,613 

on  exports: 

Tn  Kngli^pd     

To  Germany 

After  the  first  shock  there  was  apparently  no  great  difficulty  about 
importing  linseed  from  Argentina.  In  the  first  quarter  of  1914  the 
import  of  linseed  was  80,119  tons,  or  about  one-third  of  the  annual 
imports.    There  was  imported  in  the  first  quarter  of  1916,  notwitii- 
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standing  the  high  freight  rates,  107,581  tons,  and  in  the  month  of 
April,  1916, 64,136  tons.  The  crush  indicated  for  the  month  of  April 
was  almost  one-third  of  the  crush  for  the  entire  year  1914.  This 
trade  was  stimulated  by  the  high  prices  obtainable  for  cake  for 
domestic  consumption  and  for  oil  for  export  to  Germany. 

Importation*  of  Linseed  and  Its  Products. 

Linseed  and  linseed  cake,  while  not  specifically  mentioned  on  any 
contraband  list  previous  to  March  11,  from  the  first  have  been  prac- 
tically treated  as  contraband  under  the  general  head  of  animal- 
feeding  stuffs.     Linseed  oil  was  not  made  contraband  until  June. 
,'  The  Netherlands  could  freely  import  linseed  and  its  products  for 

I  home  consumption,  and  previous  to  March  1  could,  and  did,  export 

to  Germany  linseed  oil  of  home  production.  The  result  of  this  con- 
dition was  that  practically  all  ox  the  domestic  production  of  linseed 
oil  was  exported  to  Germany  and  the  amounts  needed  for  domestic 
consumption  were  imported  from  England.  The  theory  was  that 
England  was  willing  to  export  linseed  oil  for  Dutch  consumption, 
but  not  for  export. 

After  March  1,  in  order  to  make  sure  that  the  linseed  imported  by 
the  Netherlands  was  actually  consumed  in  the  country,  it  became 
necessary  to  have  all  linseed  consigned  to  the  Netherlands  Oversea 
Trust.  One  of  the  fixed  rules  made  by  this  company  is  that  the 
goods  which  it  licenses  for  importation,  and  any  contraband  prod- 
ucts made  therefrom,  shall  never  be  exported  to  belligerent  countries. 
BSgb  Price  Caused  by  Lack  of  Greases. 

So  long  as  linseed  oil  was  not  on  the  contraband  list  this  new  con- 
dition made  no  difference  to  the  Netherlands  millers.  They  con- 
tinued to  import  linseed  (even  through  the  Netherlands  Oversea 
Trust)  and  to  properly  export  the  oil  made  therefrom.  The  high 
price  in  Germany  has  been  induced  by  a  great  lack  of  all  greases. 
Greases  which  had  formerly  been  sold  for  soap  making  are  now  being 
deodorized  and  used  for  edible  purposes.  Linseed  oil  is  an  acceptable 
ingredient  of  soap,  and  may  also,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  deodorized 
and  made  edible. 

In  the  exportation  of  this  oil  it  was,  of  course,  difficult  to  de- 
termine and  properly  check  the  differences  between  the  native  oil, 
which  might  properly  be  exported,  .".nd  the  imported  English  oil, 
which  was  brought  in  exclusively  for  Dutch  consumption.  No  doubt 
this  condition  influenced  the  British  Government  in  finally  making 
linseed  oil  contraband,  with  the  intention  of  distinctly  preventing 
the  export  of  linseed  oil  of  any  kind  from  Holland  into  Grermany. 

Before  the  oil  was  made  contraband  the  price  of  linseed  oil  in 
Rotterdam  went  as  high  as  11 J  to  12  cents  per  pound,  thus  approach- 
ing a  parity  with  the  price  in  Germany.  At  this  same  time,  the  same 
kind  of  oil  was  being  quoted  in  England  at  6^  cents  per  pound.  This 
English  oil  could  be  laid  down  in  Rotterdam  at  7  cents  per  pound. 
As  soon  as  it  became  impracticable  to  export  oil  to  Germany  there 
was  an  immediate  tendency  for  the  Rotterdam  price  to  sink  to  the 
Eiglish  parity. 

The  Netherlands  mills,  on  account  of  their  guaranty  to  the  Nether- 
lands Oversea  Trust,  were  not  able  to  export  to  Germany  any  further 
quantities  of  the  oU.    Meantime  the  Dutch  Government  had  not 
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placed  any  prohibition  on  the  export  of  linseed  oil,  so  that  while 
it  was  not  strictly  illegal  to  export  it,  it  was  still  impracticable. 

Sotterdam  Oil  Xarket  Closed — ^Paradoxical  fotitioii. 

The  result  of  this  situation  was  that  many  of  the  mills  had  con- 
tracts with  buyers  in  Germany  which  they  were  unable  to  fill.  Most 
of  these  contracts  had  a  clause  making  them  of  no  effect  in  case  of  a 
legal  embargo,  but  not  covered  the  case  of  an  extra-legal  but  never- 
theless effective  embargo.  This  is  an  awkward  situation,  which  can 
be  solved,  apparently,  only  by  inducing  the  Netherlands  Government 
to  declare  an  embargo  on  linseed  oil,  which  is  the  present  desire  of 
the  millers.  The  immediate  effect  of  this  situation  is  to  greatly  de- 
moralize the  whole  trade.  In  order  to  prevent  a  sudden  and  artifi- 
cial depression  of  prices,  the  Rotterdam  oil  market  has  been  closed, 
and  probably  will  remain  so  until  there  is  some  new  turn  in  affairs. 

Linseed  cake  was  treated  as  contraband  from  the  beginning,  but 
this  had  no  effect  on  the  Netherlands  prices,  because  of  the  large  de- 
mand for  domestic  consumption,  which  absorbed  all  of  the  cake  made 
by  local  mills  and  also  required  further  importation.  This  explains 
the  paradoxical  statistical  position  of  linseed  products  today.  The 
price  of  the  oil  has  suddenly  dropped  and  the  price  of  cake  is  rapidly 
advancing.  Cake  is  normally  worth  about  $40  per  metric  ton.  On 
the  Rotterdam  market  it  is  now  worth  $49  per  ton,  with  a  rising  ten- 
dency. 

The  amount  of  linseed  cake  produced  in  the  United  States  in  1913 
was  about  490,000  metric  tons,  of  which  380,000  tons  were  exported ; 
the  Netherlands  received  and  consumed  48  per  cent  of  this  exporta- 
tion. The  amount  produced  in  1914  was  about  630,000  tons,  of  which 
300,000  tons  were  exported ;  the  Netherlands  imported  and  consumed 
45  per  cent  of  this  amount. 

HEW  VESSELS  FOS  THE  IIGHTHOTTSE  SEBVICE. 

The  following  table  will  furnish  an  idea  of  the  status  of  the  ves- 
sels building  or  proposed  for  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  on  July  2,  1915: 

Placed  on  station  at  Buffalo,  June  12. 

Ck)nditionall7  accepted  from  contractors  May  18 
and  placed  in  commission  May  21. 

Conditionally  accepted  from  the  contractors 
June  25. 

15  per  cent  completed;  under  construction  at 
Seattle. 

19  per  cent  completed;  under  construction  at 
Wilmington, 

19  per  cent  completed;  under  construction  at 
Wilmington. 

Construction  started  and  material  schedules 
being  Issued. 

Plans  specified  and  being  traced;  spedflcations 
being  printed. 

Appropriation  of  |130,000  available ;  preliminary 
study  made. 

Balance  of  appropriation,  about  134,000,  avail- 
able. 

Balance  of  appropriation,  about  $58,000,  avail- 
able. 

Authorized  by  act  of  March  8,  1915;  no  appro- 
priation yet 


Light  vessel  No.  98. 
Tender  Laurel 


Tender  Fern 

Tender  Rose 


Li^t  vessel  No.  101 

Light  vessel  No,  lOi 

Tender  Cedar 

Tender  Palmetto 

Light  vessel  No.  100 

Tender  Aster 

Light  vessel  No.  99 

Tender  for  eighth  district 
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USE  OP  SCALES  IN  HOiroUEAS  AND  VENEZTTELA. 
TIOTJCIGALPA. 
[Consal  B.  M.  Lawton,  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  June  10.] 
Crude  Styles  in  TJse  Among  Merchants. 

In  the  use  of  scales  and  weighing  machines  in  Tegucigalpa,  Hon- 
duras, and  vicinity,  there  is  much  to  be  desired,  but  just  how  the  situ- 
ation is  to  be  remedied  it  is  difficult  to  say.  There  are  no  railroads, 
and  the  only  concern  known  to  use  heavy  scales  is  the  New  York  & 
Honduras  Rosario  Mining  Co.  (office  and  purchasing  department,  17 
Battery  Place,  New  York  City).  All  merchants  are  general  dealers 
and  usually  have  one  or  more  scales,  but  rarely  larger  than  the 
counter-platform  type.  Among  the  large  number  of  small  merchants 
and  market  vendors,  the  scales  are  mostly  crude,  hand-made,  double- 
balance,  and  for  weights,  a  smooth  stone  or  irregular  pieces  of  iron 
form  the  standard.  There  is  no  governmental  inspection  of  weights 
and  measures. 

Amerlcan-Xade  Scales  Imported. 

Imported  scales  are  entirely  of  American  make,  so  far  as  can  be 
learned.  They  are  marked  for  pounds  on  one  side  of  the  beam  and 
kilos  on  the  other.  It  is  not  laiown  whether  these  are  Spanish  or 
English  pounds.  An  ordinary  counter-platform  scale,  240  pounds 
capacity,  with  tin  scoop  and  single  beam,  costing  $4.50  f.  o.  b.  New 
York,  would  cost  approximately  $9  delivered  in  this  city.  The  cus- 
toms duty  is  supposed  to  be  6.20  peso  (silver)  per  ^  kilo  (about 
$0.07  per  pound),  but  there  are  other  charges  at  this  end  which 
amount  to  at  least  30  per  cent  more.  The  heavy  cost  is  probably  the 
principal  reason  so  few  scales  are  used. 

[A  list  of  hardware  dealers  in  Tegucigalpa  m&j  be  inspected  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but  Spanish  is  preferable.] 

MAKACAIBO. 

[Consol  0«orge  Kenneth  Donald,  Maracaibo,  Venezuela,  June  1.] 
Traetleally.All  from  United  States. 

Practically  all  the  scales  in  use  in  this  district  are  from  the  United 
States,  the  only  other  country  appearing  in  the  statistics  for  the  last 
three  years  being  Germany,  whence  came  scales  weighing  271  kilos, 
valued  at  $39,  in  1912.  Shipments  from  the  United  States  were 
5,460  kilos,  valued  at  $1,084,  in  1912,  and  4,380  kilos,  valued  at 
$1,393,  in  1913.  None  were  imported  during  the  first  six  months  of 
1914,  the  latest  statistics  available. 

Scales  with  weighing  capacity  of  more  than  30  Idlos  (66  pounds)' 
pay  a  duty  on  gross  weight  of  ^.01462  per  pound. 

[A  list  of  dealers  in  scales  and  of  railroads  at  Maracaibo  may  be 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.] 

ALTIMINO-THESHAL  TEACE  WELDING. 

Under  date  of  June  1  Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  of  Breslau,  de- 
scribes with  much  clearness  the  method  of  "  thermit "  welding  now  in 
use  on  street-railway  construction  in  that  German  city.  His  report 
and  an  accompanyii^  illustrated  booklet  will  be  loaned  by  the  Wash- 
ington office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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HEHP  SUPPLIES  AVAILABLE. 

[Prof.  L.  H.  Dewey,  fiber  expert,  IT.  B.  Department  of  Agricnltare.! 

Hemp  as  treated  in  this  review  is  the  true  hemp,  or  soft  Sh&c,  sudi 
as  is  produced  in  Kentucky.  It  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 
abaci,  the  so-called  "  roanila  hemp,"  a  hard  fiber  obtained  from  the 
leaf  stems  of  a  bananalike  plant  in  the  Philippines,  or  with  henequ^n, 
a  hard  fiber  obtained  from  the  leaves  of  an  agave  in  Yucatan  and 
Cuba,  or  true  sisal,  a  hard  fiber  from  the  leaves  of  another  agave  in 
East  Africa,  the  Bahamas,  and  Hawaii. 

Abaci,  henequ^n,  and  sisal  are  used  for  binder  twine,  ropes,  cables, 
and  hawsers.  Hemp  is  a  fiber  of  very  different  character,  not  suit- 
able for  binder  twine  or  for  coarse  cordage,  and  is  used  chiefly  for 
"commercial"  tying  twines,  carpet  warps,  and  tarred  cordage  of 
small  diameter.  Being  prepared  and  spun  on  different  machinery 
and  used  for  such  different  purposes,  it  competes  only  in  a  very  in- 
direct manner  with  the  hard  fibers. 
Trice*  Advaneingr — Countries  of  Prodnotloii— Imports. 

The  price  of  henequ^n  has  increased,  owing  to  political  disturbances 
and  a  heavy  export  tax  in  Yucatan ;  the  price  of  sisal  has  risen,  owing 
to  the  supplies  from  German  East  Africa  and  Java  being  practically 
cut  off  by  the  European  war ;  and  the  price  of  abaci  has  advanced, 
owing  to  typhoons  in  the  Philippines  and  difficulties  in  ocean  trans- 
portation, but  the  higher  quotations  for  these  hard  fibers  do  not 
directly  affect  the  price  of  hemp. 

The  true  hemp  plant.  Cannabis  aativa,  is  cultivated  commercially 
for  fiber  production  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and  Cal- 
ifornia, and  in  China,  Manchuria,  Japan,  northern  India,  Turkey, 
Serbia,  Roumania,  Russia,  Austria-Hungary,  Italy,  France,  Bel- 
gium, Germanv,  Sweden,  and  Chile.  The  principal  coimtries  pro- 
ducing hemp  for  export  in  recent  years  are  Russia,  Italy,  and  Aus- 
tria-Hungary. The  supplies  from  these  countries  are  now  practically 
cut  off,  and  the  prices  currently  quoted  for  hemp  fiber  are  abnormally 
high. 

The  importations  of  hemp  into  the  United  States  in  recent  years 
have  ranged  from  5,000  to  8,000  tons  annually,  valued  at  $1,000,000 
to  $1,500,000  at  the  point  of  shipment.  With  these  importations 
stopped  and  a  reduced  crop  in  Kentucky  last  year,  the  hemp-spinning 
mills — about  20  in  number — in  this  country  are  threatened  with  a 
hemp  famine. 
American  Acreage  and  Yield — No  Satisfactory  Sabstitnte. 

The  estimated  production  in  hemp  fiber  in  the  United  States  from 
the  1914  crop,  of  which  at  least  one-fifth  yet  remains  to  be  broken  out, 
is  as  follows: 


states. 

Area. 

Average 
yield 
per 
acre. 

Estt- 
maled 
total 
yield. 

States. 

Ares. 

per 
acre. 

Esti- 
mated 
total 
yield. 

Kentucky    ........ 

Aaa. 
2,HI0 

600 
1,000 

3S0 

Pomtdt. 

600 
1,000 

900 
1,000 

Pomit. 

l,COD,oao 
S00,000 
900,000 
3SO,000 

Michigan 

Acta. 
40 
800 

Pounit. 

750 

1,200 

Pmutdt. 
ao,ooo 
no,ooo 

Ohio    

Total 

4,040 

810 

4,000,000 
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The  statement  of  acreage  and  esUmated  production  does  not  include 
1^00  acres  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  sown  with  imported  seed,  producing 
a  crop  of  such  inferior  quality  that  most  of  it  was  not  harvested. 
The  acreage  in  Kentucky  was  below  the  normal,  and  the  severe 
drought  in  that  State  reduced  the  yield.  There  is  some  hemp,  still 
unbroken,  left  over  from  the  1913  crop,  but  the  total  of  all  the  fiber 
available  until  the  crop  of  1915  is  ready  for  market  is  less  than 
2,500  tons,  or  about  one-fourth  of  the  normal  supplies  required  by 
American  spinners.    Much  of  this  is  already  sold  or  under  contract. 

Flax  is  the  only  other  fiber  of  commerce  similar  to  hemp  in 
essential  properties,  but  flax  is  even  more  difficult  to  secure  than 
hemp  at  the  present  time.  India  jute,  sunn,  and  chingma  (China 
jute)  may  be  substituted  for  hemp,  but  they  are  all  weaker  and  very 
much  less  durable  than  hemp.  There  are  no  satisfactory  substitute 
available. 

Foreign  Sourees  of  Snpply — Confutlon  of  Terms  la  China. 

An  investigation  has  been  made  through  the  American  Consular 
Service  as  to  the  supplies  of  hemp  in  China  and  other  countries 
where  it  is  produced  out  heretofore  has  not  been  exported  to  the 
United  States.  Chile,  the  only  country  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere 
cultivating  fiber  hemp,  does  not  produce  enough  for  home  consump- 
tion. It  seems  impossible  to  secure  supplies  from  Serbia,  Roumania, 
or  from  the  Damascus  region  of  Turkey.  The  spinning  mills  in 
Japan  consume  practically  all  of  the  10,000  tons  of  hemp  and  jute 
produced  annually  in  that  coimtiy  and  more  than  15,000  tons  addi- 
tional imported  from  China  and  India.  Excellent  hemp  is  produced 
in  Japan,  the  best  and  finest  being  that  of  the  Tochigi  district,  while 
that  of  Hiroshima  is  more  nearly  like  Kentucky  hemp. 

The  production  of  hemp  in  China,  the  original  home  of  the  hemp 
plant,  is  probably  greater  than  that  of  any  other  country  except 
Kussia,  and  the  new  Republic  seems  to  offer  the  only  promising 
sources  of  supply.  Unfortunately  the  name  "  hemp,"  carelessly  used 
in  the  United  States  to  indicate  nearly  all  long  fibers,  is  used  in  a 
similar  manner  by  English-speaking  people  in  China,  and  the  Chi- 
nee name  "  ma  "  is  used  in  the  same  confusing  way.  This  confusion 
of  terms  causes  some  uncertainty,  for  the  statements  made  in  the 
reports  submitted  by  consuls  include  with  hou-ma  or  Hsien-md 
(hemp),  ching-ma  (China  jute)  in  the  north,  huang-ma  (India 
jute)  and  tung-ma  (Stercuha  fiber)  in  the  south,  and  ch'u-ma  or 
tsu-ma  (ramie)  in  many  localities.  In  ordering  hemp  from  China, 
therefore,  it  will  be  necessary  to  specify  distinctly  just  what  kind 
of  fiber  is  desired. 
Keports  of  Consular  Officers. 

The  American  consul  general  at  Tientsin,  China,  states  that  there 
is  an  abundance  of  fibers  available  for  shipment  from  that  port. 
The  best  is  the  hemp  from  the  Kalgan  district.  The  next  best,  from 
the  Shun-te-fu  district,  is  somewhat  coai"ser.  Chingma,  known  in 
the  English  fiber  markets  as  Tientsin  jute,  and  ramie,  from  the 
Province  of  Hupei,  are  also  sold  in  Tientsin. 

The  American  vice  consul  at  Newchwang,  China,  reports  that  two 
fibers,  hemp  (called  Hsien-ma)  and  chingma,  are  exported  from  that 
port.     The  shipment  of  these  fibers    from  Newchwang    in  1914 
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nmounted  t6  882,000  ponnds.  This  all  -went  to  other  parts  of  China, 
but  with  favorable  market  conditions  some  of  it  could  probably  be 
secured  to  meet  a  foreign  demand. 

The  American  consul  at  Chungking,  in  the  Province  of  Szechwan, 
China,  reports  that  about  4,500,000  pounds  of  hou-ma  (hemp)  were 
shipped  from  that  Province  in  1914  to  ports  ia  the  Yangtze  Valley, 
in  China. 
Samples  Will  be  Loaned. 

Samples  of  fibers  received  with  the  reports  from  the  consular 
officers  [which  samples  will  be  loaned  to  interested  American  firms 
by  the  Office  of  Fiber  Plant  Investigations,  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Washington,  D.  C]  are  all  well  cleaned,  and  the  hemp  samples 
have  excellent  strength.  The  fiber  is  stiffer  than  dew-retted  Ken- 
tucky hemp  and  very  different  in  appearance  and  feel  from  water- 
retted  Italian  hemp.  The  Kalgan,  Shun-te-fu,  and  Hsien-ma  sam- 
ples, all  true  hemp,  are  very  light  colored,  suggesting  some  of  the 
best  grades  of  Russian  or  California  hemp.  The  strands  are  in  rib- 
bons one  thirty-second  to  one-fourth  of  an  inch  wide. 

Ching-ma  (China  jute)  is  lustrous,  yellow-white  in  color,  ribbon- 
like but  fuzzy  in  texture,  stronger  than  India  jute,  but  more  difficult 
to  prepare  for  spinning  because  of  its  ribbonlike  strands  with  fibers 
appariently  interlacing  toward  the  base.  This  fiber  may  be  obtained 
in  greatest  abundance  and  at  a  relatively  low  price,  but  it  is  weaker 
and  much  less  durable  than  hemp. 


imw  TBAHSFACIFIC  IIHE. 
[Dallj  Commercial  New*,  San  Francisco,  July  1.] 

Otto  Jelstrup,  agent  at  this  port  for  the  East  Asiatic  Co.,  an- 
nounces that  his  company  has  decided  to  enter  the  trans-Pacific  serv- 
ice between  this  port  and  Japan,  China,  and  Vladivostok. 

They  have  decided  to  put  the  steamer  Indien  on  the  berth  here  to 
load  for  the  above-mentioned  ports.  The  steamer  is  now  completing 
a  cargo  for  this  port  at  Copennagen  and  will  get  out  here  in  time  to 
commence  loading  for  the  Orient  early  in  August. 

There  wUl  be  another  vessel  to  follow  the  Indien  from  Copen- 
hagen, name  not  yet  announced,  which  will  load  for  this  port  toward 
the  end  of  July  or  early  August. 

The  East  Asiatic  Co.  has  the  Bintang  on  the  way  out  here  from 
Copenhagen.  It  is  expected  toward  the  end  of  this  month  and  will 
commence  loading  a  return  cargo  immediately  on  completing  dis- 
charging. 

The  vessels  of  this  company  on  the  run  to  Europe  from  this  port 
call  at  St.  Thomas,  D.  W.  I.,  taking  cargo  on  through  bills  of  lading 
to  West  Indian  ports. 

HAIffiOB  CONTEACT  WORE  FOB  CUBACAO. 

The  map  showing  further  details  of  the  work  to  be  undertaken  in 
the  harbor  of  Curacao,  Duteh  West  Indies,  to  which  reference  was 
made  in  Commixce  Repobts  for  July  3,  page  45,  may  now  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices. 
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TOXEIGH  TOBACCO  KABKET8  AITO  FRODUCTIOH. 

DOIOHICAK  KEFTTBLIC. 
[Consul  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  Puerto  Plata,  May  19.] 
Tobaceo  Xanks  Third  In  Somlnlcan  Exports. 

Nearly  all  Dominican  tobacco  is  grown  in  the  Provinces  of  San- 
tiago, Moca,  and  La  Vega,  in  the  northern  section  of  the  Republic, 
known  as  the  Cibao,  and  consequently  in  the  Puerto  Plata  consular 
district.  Towns  bearing  the  same  names  are  the  chief  centers  for 
the  marketing,  packing,  and  exportation  of  the  crop.  Of  these  San- 
tiago is  by  far  the  most  important.  The  neighborhood  of  La  Vega 
is  said  to  produce  the  best  quality. 

Tobacco,  after  cacao,  is  the  most  important  crop  of  the  district, 
and  ranks  third  among  the  exports  of  the  Republic.  This  product 
is  even  more  important  for  the  well-being  of  the  people  than  export 
figures  would  indicate,  for  it  directly  affects  a  large  number  of  people. 
It  is  grown  on  a  small  scale  by  individual  farmers,  and  its  packing, 

?reparing,  and  transportation  give  employment  to  many  laborers, 
he  Summary  of  Ck)mmerce  for  1909,  published  by  the  receivership 
of  Dominican  Customs,  contains  the  statement:  "More  branches,  of 
native  labor  are  employed  in  the  growing,  gathering,  and  shipment  of 
tobacco  than  in  any  other  cultivation,  and  the  proceeds  accruing  are 
more  widely  distriouted  among  the  people." 
Qnallty  and  Place  In  the  World's  Karkets. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  tobacco  grown,  known  as  the  aromatic  and 
the  Creole.  The  aromatic  tobacco  forms  only  a  small  portion  of  the 
crop  but  brings'  a  much  higher  price  than  the  creole.  It  is  grown 
from  special  seed,  and  requires  an  unusually  rich  soil.  It  is  practi- 
cally all  purchased  by  local  manufacturers,  to  be  made  into  cigars 
and  cigarettes  for  the  Dominican  trade. 

The  Creole  variety,  grown  for  export,  is  of  low  grade,  with  large 
dark-brown  leaves.  Its  chief  market  has  always  been  in  Hamburg 
and  Bremen,  points  which  served  as  distributing  centers  for  Conti- 
nental Europe.  The  chief  users  were  Germany,  France,  Spain,  and, 
Austria.  This  product  is  manufactured  into  cigars,  cigarettes,  and 
pipe  tobacco,  blended  with  other  varieties.  Years  when  the  crops  are 
especially  poor  in  quality,  a  large  proportion  is  made  into  pipe 
tobacco. 
Snropean  Demand  Based  on  I«w  Price. 

Dominican  tobacco  is  in  demand  in  Europe  largely  on  account  of 
its  low  price.  It  does  not  come  into  competition  to  any  real  extent 
with  American  tobacco,  but  may  be  compared  in  its  use  with  Colom- 
bian and  some  other  South  Ajnerican  qualities,  low  grades  of  Porto 
Rican,  and  some  of  the  tobacco  from  Java. 

The  Dominican  leaf  is  not  in  demand  in  the  United  States,  as,  on 
account  of  the  high  duties,  it  is  not  considered  feasible  to  import 
such  a  cheap  grade  to  compete  with  the  American-grown  product. 

Some  persons  claim  there  is  no  reason  why  Santo  Domingo  should 
not  produce  a  leaf  equal  to  most  of  the  Cuban  and  Porto  Rican 
tobaccos.  Others  think  this. too  optimistic  a  view,  but  believe  that 
by  the  adoption  of  simple  expedients,  such  as  more  careful  selection 
of  seeds  and  greater  care  in  preparing  and  sorting  the  leaf,  the 
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grower  might  receive  5  cents  per  ponnd  for  his  prodnct.  Poor  prepa- 
ration is  responsible  for  the  condition  in  which  most  of  the  tobacco 
reaches  the  markets  abroad.  This  necessitates  throwing  away  large 
quantities,  sometimes  as  much  as  half.  Too  much  moisture  is  oft^ 
added  to  increase  the  apparent  weight,  with  the  result  that  much  is 
lost  by  rotting. 

Cultivation,  Preparation,  and  Karkcting. 

The  export  crop  of  tobacco  is  grown  almost  entirely  by  small  farm- 
ers, who  make  no  attempt  to  follow  scientific  methods  of  agriculture. 
Spasmodic  attempts  to  improve  conditions  made  by  the  Government 
and  tobacco  manufacturers  have  failed  to  produce  any  marked  re- 
sults. 

The  same  methods  are  said  to  prevail  here  to-day  that  were  used 
in  Porto  Rico  before  the  American  occupation.  There  are  no  official 
statistics  of  production,  acreage,  etc.  It  is  said  that  a  yield  of  1,400 
pounds  to  the  acre  is  an  average,  but  the  figures  must  be  accepted  with 
caution.  The  seeds  are  ordmarily  planted  in  October  or  November 
and  transplanted  from  December  to  February.  The  usual  harvesting 
period  is  in  March  and  April,  when  the  leaves  are  gathered  as  they 
become  ripe.  The  next  treatment  consists  of  air  drying  in  &  shed 
having  a  thatched  roof. 

Brokers  Buy  from  Individual  Fannert. 

The  packing  houses  for  tobacco  which  are  located  in  the  towns  have 
their  brokers  who  go  out  in  the  country  and  buy  the  crops  from  the 
individual  farmers.  When  purchased,  the  tobacco  has  already  been 
gathered,  placed  in  sheds,  and  usually  classified  and  tied  up  at  the 
stems  by  a  band  of  straw.  It  is  then  placed  provisionally  in  seroons 
after  moistening  a  little  to  prevent  breaking,  and  in  this  condition  it 
is  transported  on  the  backs  of  animals  to  the  warehouses  of  the  pur- 
chaser m  town.  Here  it  is  finally  assorted  into  three  classes  and 
bunched  in  hands  of  20  to  30  leaves.  It  is  then  packed  definitely  for 
shipment  in  seroons  or  jute  bags. 

The  tobacco  is  classified  into  three  grades — ^FF,  the  largest  and 
best  leaves,  known  as  wrapper  (capa) ;  F,  medium-sized  leaves, 
known  as  binder  (capote) ;  A,  the  smallest  leaves,  known  as  fiUer 
(tripa). 

Methods  of  Packing  for  Export. 

The  price  received  by  the  growers  is  usually  very  small,  but  varies 
considerably  from  year  to  year.  Kecent  prices  received  for  the  dif- 
ferent grades  have  been  3  cents  per  pound  for  FF,  2  cents  for  F,  and 
1  cent  for  A.  The  tobacco  is  packed  for  export  either  in  jute  bags, 
weighing  132  pounds  gross  and  about  125  pounds  net,  or  seroons, 
weighing  132  gross  and  117  net.  The  bag  is  a  more  expensive  method 
of  packing,  and  there  is  usually  a  difference  of  about  $1  between  the 
price  of  a  seroon  and  that  of  a  nag  of  tobacco.  The  seroons  are  made 
from  palm  straw,  and  are  lined  by  encasing  in  a  bark  called  yagua, 
cut  from  the  lower  part  of  the  bark  of  the  royal  palm. 

Figures  of  cost  to  the  purchaser  would  be  about  as  follows:  Cost 
of  tobacco,  $2.32;  brokerage,  $0.25;  transportation,  $0.15;  seroon, 
$0.10;  total  cost  of  seroon  of  tobacco,  $2.82.  This  does  not  include 
the  final  cost  of  assorting  and  packing. 
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The  crops  are  produced  by  small  farmers,  the  largest  of  whom 
would  prooably  produce  on  an  average  about  200  seroons  a  year. 
S<Hne  of  them  also  buy  from  their  neighbors.  Occasionally  the  to- 
bacco buyers  make  small  advances  to  the  farmers  in  order  to  secure 
their  crops,  but  this  is  not  a  very  general  practice.  The  purchaser 
usually  supplies  seroons  and  transportation. 

The  totiu  intermediate  cost  from  piu-chase  in  sheds  on  the  farm  to 
delivery  at  the  railroad  station  is  about  $1.25  per  seroon.  A  packing 
house  which  puts  up  200  to  300  seiroons  a  day  during  the  season  would 
be  considered  a  large  house. 

The  practice  of  former  years,  in  exporting  tobacco,  has  been  about 
as  follows:  The  majority  of  the  firms  in  Santiago  and  other  centers 
bought  tobacco  with  money  advanced  to  them  by  German  houses, 
and  in  exchange  agreed  to  send  the  tobacco  on  consignment  to  these 
houses.  Uncertainty  as  to  the  price  for  which  the  tobacco  would  bo 
sold  often  led  to  undue  optimism  regarding  the  future,  with  the  re- 
sult that  they  often  deceived  themselves  and,  after  all  the  expenses 
were  deducted,  actually  lost  money. 

ExporUnK  Kethods  TTpset  by  European  War. 

The  movement  of  the  crop  could  not  be  handled  by  this  system  last 
year,  on  account  of  the  revolution  and  the  European  war,  which  dis- 
arranged business  during  the  normal  exporting  season  from  July  to 
October.  At  first,  much  aprehension  was  felt  at  the  changed  state  of 
affairs,  and  it  was  feared  that  the  tobacco  business  would  be  ruined. 
Later,  however,  representatives  of  foreign  houses  appeared  and 
offered  to  purchase  the  crop  at  fixed  prices,  either  at  the  railroad 
station,  in  the  interior,  or  at  the  seaport.  This  system  would  appear 
to  be  advantageous  to  the  packer  who  has  not  sufficient  capital  to 
finance  his  own  exportations,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  will  oe  gen- 
erally followed  in  the  future.  The  foreign  buyers  ship  their  crops 
to  Dutch  or  Danish  ports  instead  of  to  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  as  m 
the  past. 

Coct  of  Cktttne  Material  to  Sestliiatloii. 

Some  idea  of  the  cost  of  getting  the  tobacco  to  its  destination  is 
afforded  by  the  figures  of  railroad  freight  rates  from  Moca  to  Puerto 
Plata,  $13  per  ton ;  and  from  Santiago  to  Puerto  Plata,  $10. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  ocean  freight  rates  have 
increased  tremendously.  Formerly  the  Hamburg-American  Line 
charged  $15.81  per  ton  to  German  ports,  and  $19.46  to  other  neighbor- 
ing European  ports.  The  rate  to  Holland  via  New  York  is  now  $5 
per  bale,  or  about  $80  per  ton.  Most  of  the  recent  purchases,  how- 
ever, have  been  forwarded  by  specially  chartered  sliips,  which 
brought  the  cost  to  about  $40  per  ton. 

Exports  Vary  Widely  from  Tear  to  Tear. 

No  statistics  of  acreage  or  actual  production  are  available,  but 
under  normal  circumstances  nearly  all  the  crop  of  Creole  tobacco  is 
exported.  No  very  definite  tendencies  as  to  decrease  or  increase  of 
production  are  shown  by  the  exports  of  the  district,  although  a  wide 
variation  from  year  to  year  is  noted.  Sometimes  the  price  received 
has  been  so  low  or  other  conditions  have  been  such  that  much  of  the 
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crop  has  been  left  to  rot,  and  for  this  reason  the  exi>orts  are  often 
below  the  actual  production.  Statistics  of  export  during  the  last  10 
years  are  as  follows : 


Yenra. 

Pounds. 

Values. 

Yaon. 

Founds. 

Voloas. 

I90S 

ll,Sia,310 
14,061,300 
17,9B7,9e 
I8,665,SM 
24,822,461 

$840,487 

1910 

22,262,108 
28,716,879 

9.823,208 
I»,SM).000 

7,843,219 

$958,441 

1906 

1911 

1,324,611 
819, 970 

1407 

1912 

1008 

1,00»,608 
1,239, 4SS 

1913 

1,121,775 

ISO* 

1914» 

430,231 

a  1914  flgUTSS  an  approxlmato. 

In  the  usual  course  of  events  practically  all  the  tobacco  is  exported 
through  Puerto  Plata,  but  for  some  montlis,  owing  to  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  the  Ferrocarril  Central  Dominicano,  considerable  quantities 
have  been  shipped  via  Sanchez.  This  has  been  encouraged  by  the 
fact  that  the  Samana  &  Santiago  Railroad  has  given  a  reduction  of 
50  per  cent  in  its  rates  on  tobacco  from  its  terminus  at  Salcedo  to  the 
port  of  Sanchez. 

Disturbed  Condition  Affects  Promised  Kecord  Yield. 

The  1914  crop  was  grown  under  favorable  circumstances  and  would 
have  given  a  record  yield  except  for  the  disturbed  condition  of  the 
country.  Much  was  lost  on  account  of  lack  of  proper  care  and 
storage.  Out  of  a  crop  estimated  at  200,000  seroons,  perhaps  100,000 
to  120,000  were  actually  brought  to  market.  A  large  part  of  this 
crop  still  remains  in  the  country.  The  1914  exports  consisted  chiefly 
of  a  portion  of  the  1913  crop  which  had  been  held  over.  The  1914 
crop  was  excellent  in  quality. 

The  1915  crop  will  be  small.  Farmers  were  demoralized  at  the 
time  of  planting  because  of  the  low  prices  (averaging  2  cents  per 
pound)  and  the  late  planting  of  the  previous  crop.  The  seed  plants 
did  not  grow  well  on  account  of  drought,  and  some  replanting  had 
to  be  done  in  various  localities.  Latest  returns  all  point  toward  a 
small  crop,  probably  between  60,000  and  80,000  seroons. 

SEHHABK. 
[Consul  General  E.  D.  Winslow,  Copenhagen,  May  28.] 
Statistics  for  Kannfactnre  of  Cigarettes. 

While  tobacco  is  extensively  used  in  Denmark  and  cigars  and 
cigarettes  are  popular  here,  no  statistics  in  relation  to  Denmark's 
manufacture  and  consumption  of  tobacco  are  available,  with  the 
exception  of  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes. 

There  are  22  concerns  in  the  Kingdom  manufacturing  cigarettes. 
The  output  in  1913  was  271,000,000,  and  of  these  258,000,000  were 
made  by  6  of  the  22  factories.  Some  130,000,000  cigarettes  were  also 
imported.  The  export  of  Danish-made  cigarettes  amounted  to  about 
5,000,000.  The  consumption  is  increasing.  As  the  cheaper  qualities 
of  these  goods  as  well  as  of  tobacco  have  the  sale  in  this  country,  the 
question  of  import  duty  receives  considerable  attention. 

Customs  Ihity  on  Tobacco  Importations. 

The  customs  duty  on  the  importation  of  tobacco  into  Denmark 
from  all  foreign  countries  in  cents  per  poimd  is  as  follows:  Leaves^ 
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and  stems,  7.78;  cigars,  26.74;  cigarettes,  7.78  plus  30  per  cent  ad 
valorem;  other  tobaccos,  9.72. 

There  is  an  internal-revenue  tax  on  cigarettes,  cigarette  coverings, 
and  cigarette  tobacco  manufactured  in  or  imported  into  Denmark, 
as  follows:  (A)  For  cigarettes  sold  retail,  inclusive  of  the  internal- 
revenue  tax — ^below  0.268  cent  each,  2.68  cents  per  100  pieces;  from 
0.268  cent  to  0.402  cent  each,  5.36  cents  per  100  pieces ;  from  0.402  cent 
to  0.67  cent  each,  8.04  cents  per  100  pieces;  from  0.67  cent  to  1.072 
cents  each,  13.4  cents  per  100  pieces ;  from  1.072  to  1.608  cents  each, 
20.1  cents  per  100  pieces;  from  1.608  to  2.144  cents  each,  33.5  cents 
per  100  pieces;  more  than  2.144  cents  each,  53.6  cents  per  100  pieces; 
(B)  For  cigarette  coverings — 6.7  cents  per  100  pieces;  (C)  For 
cigarette  tobacco  sold  retail,  inclusive  of  the  internal  revenue  tax, 
at — 73  cents  but  not  above  $1.09  per  pound,  7.3  cents  per  pound ;  more 
than  $1.09  but  not  above  $1.46  per  pound,  10.94  cents  per  pound; 
more  than  $1.46  per  pound,  14.6  cents  per  pound. 

The  importations  of  leaf  tobacco,  etc.,  m  1913  (the  last  year  for 
■which  statistics  are  available)  showed  an  increase  over  1912  in  the 
quantities  shipped  here  from  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Neth- 
erlands, and  Belgium.  Imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to 
495  tons,  compared  with  285  tons  in  1912;  from  Great  Britain,  10 
tons,  compared  with  6  tons;  Netherlands,  1,528,  against  1,334;  Bel- 
gium, 129,  against  110;  other  figures  for  1913,  including  333  tons  from 
Hamburg,  2,407  from  the  rest  of  Germany,  20  from  Eussia,  183  from 
Austria,  13  from  Brazil,  a  total  from  all  countries  of  5,173  tons. 

The  importations  of  tobacco  stems  (stripped)  in  1913  were  3  tons 
from  the  United  States,  4  tons  from  Germany,  18  tons  from  Great 
Britain,  43  from  Netherlands,  a  total  of  70  tons. 

€OSTA  KICA. 

[Consal  Chester  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  Hay  19.] 

Talae  of  Anmual  Importations  of  To1)aoco. 

The  value  of  the  annual  importations  of  tobacco  into  the  consular 
district  of  Port  Limon,  Costa  Rica,  is  about  $100,000.  The  several 
classes  and  amounts  are:  Tobacco  manufactured  into  cigars,  ciga- 
rettes, and  fine  smoking  tobaccos,  in  bags  and  tin  cans,  $50,000,  48 
per  cent  of  which  comes  from  Cuba,  40  per  cent  from  the  British 
West  Indies,  and  about  10  per  cent  from  the  United  States ;  leaf  to- 
bacco, $40,000,  of  which  51  per  cent  comes  from  United  States,  42 
per  cent  from  Salvador,  and  7  per  cent  from  the  British  West  Indies 
(mostly  Jamaica) ;  plug  tobacco,  $10,000,  practically  all  from  the 
United  States. 

Dnty  and  Kevenne  Tax. 

The  duty  on  leaf  and  plug  tobacco  is  $0,442.  per  pound.  The  duty 
en  manufactured  tobacco,  cigars,  etc.,  is  $0,884  per  pound. 

Besides  the  duty  mentioned,  there  is  abo  a  revenue  tax  of  8.G  cents 
pcrpound  on  fine  cut  and  leaf  tobaccos. 

The  internal-revenue  taxes  on  cigars  and  cigarettes  are  as  follows : 
^.00465  per  cigar  weighing  over  4  grams,  or  per  box  of  cigarettes 
containing  16  cigarettes,  weighing  not  more  than  25  grams  (a  frac- 
tion in  excess  of  this  weight  shall  be  considered  as  a  complete  box)  ; 
$0.00883  tor  each  cigar  weighing  4  grams- and  less. 
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ITiere  are  no  statistics  by  which  to  estimate  the  actual  consumption 
of  tobacco  in  this  district,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  99  per  cent  of  the 
male  population  smoke  tobacco  in  some  form. 
ITse  of  Tobacco  tj  Yarions  Classes. 

The  English  and  Americans  smoke  imported  cigars  and  pipes,  the 
high-class  native  generally  smokes  cigarettes  and  cigars  made  in  the 
coimtry  from  imported  tobacco,  the  negro  laborer  and  native  peon 
smoke  the  cheapest  kinds  of  cigars  and  cigarettes,  made  from  the 
native  tobacco,  and  chew  American  imported  plug  tobacco. 

There  are  no  tobacco  or  cigar  factories  worthy  of  the  name  in  this 
district,  but  it  is  the  custom  among  the  women  and  girls  of  the  work- 
ing classes  to  spend  several  hours  each  day  making  the  cheap,  native 
leaf  tobacco  up  into  cigars  and  cigarettes,  thus  adding  considerably 
..to  the  small  income  of  the  family.  These  cigars  they  sell  at  about  1 
cent  each,  and  the  cigarettes  at  about  five  for  1  cent. 

SPAIV. 

[Consal  Robertson   Honey,   Madrid,  June   14.] 
Annual  Expenditure  for  Smoking  Tobacco. 

Spain's  average  annual  expenditure  on  smoking  tobacco  for  the 
five  years  ending  1913  was  $41,049,766.  During  1914  the  country 
expended  $42,468,901  on  that  product.  Chewing  tobacco  is  not  used. 
As  previously  stated  in  Commerce  Reports,  this  industry  is  a  Gov- 
ernment monopoly  under  lease  to  a  Spanish  concern.  The  import 
duty  on  cigars  is  about  $3.50  per  poimd  at  to-daj's  exchange;  and 
on  cigarettes  and  pipe  tobacco  the  import  duty  is  about  $2.19  per 
pound  at  to-day's  exchange. 

COLOKBIA. 
[Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  Barranqnllla,  Apr.  13.] 
Efforts  to  Dispose  of  Crop. 

A  recent  report  from  this  consulate  on  the  necessity  of  a  market 
for  the  Colombian  tobacco  crop  has  been  followed  by  the  receipt  of 
further  information  from  growers  in  the  district  of-  El  Carmen,  in 
the  Department  of  Bolivar.  One  merchant  of  Carmen  writes  as 
follows : 
Hew  Karkets  Tried  by  Tobacco  Exporters. 

For  a  substantial  period  the  people  here  have'  dedicated  themselves  to  the 
growing  of  tobacco,  which  they  were  exporting  to  the  free  port,  of  Bremen,  in 
Germany,  but  now,  owing  to  interruption  by  the  war,  It  has  been  Impossible 
to  ship  there,  and  other  markets  have  been  tried,  but  with  no  solid  basis.  This 
has  disturbed  the  commercial  nud  industrial  equilibrium. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  no  one  can  foresee  the  termination  of  the  war,  no  ad- 
vances of  money  have  been  made  to  the  growers  of  this  plant.  Meanwhile  the 
people  are  In  agony  for  failure  to  find  occupation,  above  all  In  the  Ivdustry  to 
which  they  are  accustomed.  For  this  reason  I  desire  to  give  you  exact  Informa- 
tion In  relation  thereto. 

Under  normal  conditions  this  region  produces  about  100,000  bales  of  tobacco, 
of  130  pounds  each,  of  ordinary,  good,  and  very  good  classes,  which  Is  taken 
on  pack  mules  for  30  miles  to  rail  or  river  transportation.  This  is  packed  either 
in  burlap  or  hides.  When  shipped  this  tobacco  is  insured  for  from  |9.50  to 
$11.90  per  bale.  , 

Freight  and  charges  are  for  acconnt  of  consignee,  and  the  consignor  lias 
usually  drawn  at  90  days,  on  the  basis  of  £1  for  ordinary  to  £i  12s.  for  good.  It 
has  been  the  rule  also  for  the  importers  In  Germany  to  advance  to  exporters  a 
credit  of  £500  up  to  £1,000  at  6  per  cent.  These  tobaccos  are  sold  in  Bremen 
on  sample,  one  bale  of  each  class  being  the  basis. 
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If  a  market  could  be  found  for  these  tobaccos  by  American  mer- 
chants, or  they  could  arrange  to  import  them,  holding  them  even  for 
reexport  after  the  war,  the  results  would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  this 
section  of  Colombia. 

[Lists  of  the  principal  tobacco  importers  of  the  consular  district 
of  Port  Limon,  Costa  Kica,  with  their  American  purchasing  agents; 
of  the  leading  packers  and  exporters  of  Dominican  tobacco ;  and  of 
merchants  in  Colombia  who  are  interested  in  tobacco  exportation 
may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  branch  offices.  Samples  of  Dommican  leaf  tobacco,  accom- 
panying the  report  from  that  country,  may  be  inspected  at  these 
offices.    The  samples  are  of  first-class  (F)  leaf  from  the  1914  crop.] 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  recently 
issued  a  monograph  entitled  "The  Tobacco  Trade  of  the  World," 
made  up  for  the  most  part  of  consular  reports  from  the  principal 
tobacco  producing  and  consuming  countries.  Copies  of  this  publica- 
tion may  be  obtamed  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  at  5  cents  each. 

STA]!n>ASDIZATIOH  OF  BOMB  CAIOBIMETEBS. 

There  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce,  a  paper  describing  briefly  the  methods  of 
calibrating  and  using  bomb  calorimeters,  such  as  are  used  in  deter- 
mining the  amount  of  heat  available  from  a  given  weight  of  coal  or 
coke  or  other  combustible.  The  amount  of  neat  which  can  be  ob- 
tained depends  largely  upon  the  kind  and  quality  of  fuel.  When 
purchased  in  large  quantities,  therefore,  a  fuel  is  commonly  tested 
to  determine  the  amount  of  heat  available  per  pound,  and  the  price 
paid  depends  upon  the  results  of  these  tests. 

The  instrument  used  for  such  tests  is  called  the  bomb  calorimeter 
and  consists  essentially  of  a  steel  shell  or  "  bomb  "  in  which  a  small 
weighed  sample  of  the  fuel  can  be  burned  in  pure  oxygen  gas.  The 
bomb  is  immersed  in  a  known  amoimt  of  water  before  the  sample  is 
ignited,  the  heat  produced  warms  the  water,  and  by  suitable  meas- 
urements of  the  change  of  temperature  the  amount  of  heat  can  be 
calculated. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  for  standardizing 
bomb  calorimeters  by  means  of  standard  samples  of  certain  pure  ma- 
terials, viz,  sugar,  naphthalene,  and  benzoic  acid.  By  burning  known 
amounts  of  these  substances  in  the  bomb  the  observer  determines  the 
amount  of  heat  required  to  raise  the  temperature  of  the  bomb  to- 
gether with  the  proper  amount  of  water  1°.  This  being  determined, 
the  amount  of  heat  furnished  by  a  given  sample  of  coal  burned  in 
the  same  bomb  with  the  same  amount  of  water  can  be  found. 

Thus  these  standard  samples,  which  are  sent  all  over  the  United 
States,  serve  as  standards  of  heat  and  make  it  possible  to  get  the 
same  results  from  tests  made  anywhere  in  the  country,  much  as  the 
use  of  the  standards  of  length  and  of  mass  makes  a  yard  or  a  pound 
the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Copies  of  this  paper  known  as  Circular  No.  11,  "  Standardization 
of  Bomb  Calorimeters,"  may  be  obtained  by  interested  parties,  with- 
out charge,  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washing- 
t<ai,D,  C. 
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lASD  ASD  XEAT  PBODTJCTS  FSOK  HOHOKOVO. 

[Consul  General  Oeorge  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  China,  liny  17.1 

Present  conditions  in  the  trade  seem  to  indicate  that  there  is  not 
to  be  that  great  movement  abroad  of  Chinese  lard  and  meat  products 
that  was  expected  some  time  ago  as  a  result  of  the  development  of 
the  lard-rendering  and  meat-packing  industry  in  Hongkong  and 
South  China  and  of  changes  in  American  and  other  customs  tariffs. 
For  a  while  there  was  a  considerable  movement  of  these  products  to 
Mexico  and  to  the  Pacific  coast  of  Central  and  South  America,  and 
there  was  also  inquiry  from  the  United  States  as  to  possibilities  of 
the  trade. 

Eecently,  however,  the  trade  has  come  to  substantially  its  old- 
time  volume,  not  only  because  of  an  adjustment  of  prices  between 
the  importing  countries  and  this  field  but  also  as  a  result  of  legis- 
lation in  various  countries  establishing  certain  inspection  require- 
ments. All  such  demands  can  be  met  by  lard  from  Hongkong;  but 
the  limited  amount  of  lard  produced  imder  inspection  regulations  and 
the  added  expense  of  making  it  under  such  regulations  nave  brought 
Hongkong  prices  for  the  inspected  product  to  within  a  narrow 
margin  of  foreign  prices  and  have  in  fact  rendered  the  export  of 
lard  from  Hongkong  to  the  Americas  comparatively  unprofitable. 
There  is  still  a  considerable  trade  in  lard  between  HongKong  and 
the  Philippines,  and  this  is  likely  to  continue,  since,  for  the  time 
being,  China  can  produce  lard  much  more  cheaply  than  the  Islands. 
Oovemmental  Inspection  of  Abattoirs  and  Karkcts. 

There  are  two  grades  of  lard  available  for  export  from  Hongkong 
and  South  China,  and  the  distinction  between  them  rests  upon  the 
matter  of  ante  and  post  mortem  inspection  of  animals  and  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  lard  is  produced.  The  situation  is 
illustrated  by  the  recent  history  of  lard  production  in  Hongkong. 

Under  the  ordinances  of  Hongkong  all  animals  killed  for  food 
must  be  slaughtered  in  the  municipal  abattoirs  at  Kennedy  Town 
(a  suburb  of  Hongkong),  and  the  supervision  of  these  slaughter- 
houses and  of  the  markets  through  which  meat  products  are  sold, 
as  well  as  all  similar  institutions  and  such  products  generally,  is 
under  the  control  of  a  department  of  the  government  Imown  as  the 
Fanitary  board.  This  board  is  composed  of  medical  men  representing 
the  community  and  officers  of  the  military  organizations  stationed 
in  the  colony,  together  with  an  officer  known  as  the  colonial  veteri- 
narian, the  latter  having  direct  charge  of  the  abattoirs  and  markets. 
Under  him  ar6  European  and  Chinese  inspectors  who  perform  the 
actual  inspection  attending  the  slaughter  of  all  animals  for  food. 
The  municipal  slaughterhouses  are  modem  in  most  respects  and  are 
kept  in  the  highest  sanitary  condition,  following,  in  general,  the  best 
methods  employed  in  similar  institutions  in  England. 
Ante  and  Post  Mortem  Examinations. 

Animals  for  slaughter  are  given  an  ante  mortem  examination  by 
the  colonial  authorities,  and  after  killing  and  dressing  are  given  a 
post-mortem  examination  before  their  removal  to  the  markets.  Ani- 
mals not  approved  for  slaughter  and  carcasses  not  passing  inspection 
are  destroyed.  Up  to  1911  meats  thus  prepared  in  the  slaughter- 
houses were  simply  transferred  to  the  mimicipal  markets  and  there. 
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sold  in  the  usaal  way.  Lard  and  other  pork'  products  were  pre- 
pared theoretically  from  the  trimmings  of  meats  thus  transferred  to 
the  monicipal  markets,  but  were  prepared  in  separate  native  estab- 
lishments in  various  parts  of  the  city.  There  were  complaints  at 
times  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  native  establishments,  and 
the  meat  trimmings  and  fats  were  carried  to  them  in  baskets  by 
coolies  under  circumstances  that  at  times  left  something  to  be 
desired. 

In  the  year  mentioned,  as  a  result  of  the  enforcement  of  tiie  pure 
food  law  in  the  Philippines,  the  matter  of  the  inspection  and  care  of 
meat  and  meat  products  was  made  the  subject  of  long  correspondence 
and  discussion  between  the  colonial  government  of  Hongkong  and 
the  government  of  the  Philippine  Islands.  While  it  was  recog- 
nized that  the  municipal  slaughterhouses  met  all  requirements  of  the 
United  States  food  law  as  regards  inspection  and  the  care  and  con- 
dition of  meats  and  meat  products,  it  was  indicated  after  some 
experience  and  investigation  that  there  was  a  possibility  that  the 
lard-rendering  establishments  in  Hongkong  using  trimmings  from 
the  market  might  procure  trimmings  or  hog  fat  from  other  sources 
and  thus  be  able  to  sell  as  inspected  goods  that  had  not  undergone 
the  inspection  of  the  colonial  authorities. 
3bitpeeted  Fats  for  Lard-Beaderlng  EstabllBhments. 

In  line  with  action  taken  by  this  office,  the  colonial  government 
of  Hongkong  for  some  time  refused  to  issue  certificates  of  inspection 
covering  meat  products  prepared  in  Hongkong.  In  the  meanwhile 
native  dealers  interested  arranged  with  the  government  for  the  con- 
struction of  lard-rendering  establishments  in  connection  with  the 
municipal  slaughterhouses.  The  first  of  these  factories  was  opened 
in  November,  1911,  and  others  were  oi>ened  subsequently.  The 
colonial  government  then  announced  that  it  was  in  position  to  con- 
trol absolutely  and  to  give  certificates  as  to  the  preparation  of  lard 
in  these  establishments— that  is,  that  meat  subject  to  ante  mortem 
and  post-mortem  examination  was  passed  into  these  factories  for 
preparation  as  lard,  sausages,  etc.,  and  therefore  there  was  no  danger 
of  substitution.  This  system  has  been  followed  ever  since.  So  tar 
as  shipments  to  the  United  States  and  the  Philippines  are  concerned, 
there  is  no  occasion  for  questioning  the  proper  character  of  the  prod- 
ucts, since  they  meet  all  requirements  of  the  pure  food  law. 

Animals  slaughtered  in  the  municipal  abattoirs  are  very  fair  ani- 
mals, all  things  considered.  While  the  climate  of  this  part  of  Asia 
does  not  permit  of  the  high  fattening  possible  in  more  temperate 
zones,  the  native  stock  raiser  has  found  that  it  pays  to  use  good  feed 
and  finish  his  animals  accordingly.  Considerable  numbers  of  ani- 
mals are  obtained  from  the  island  of  Hainan,  and  portions  of  China 
in  that  vicinity  furnish  a  considerable  share  of  the  live  stock,  both 
hogs  and  cattle,  slaughtered  at  Hongkong.  All  such  animals  pass 
through  governmental  ante  mortem  and  post-mortem  inspection. 
lard  fnna  Otker  7ortf. 

While  this  system  for  the  preparation  of  goods  intended  for  the 
United  States  and  the  Philippines  has  been  in  operation,  however, 
tben  has  been  nothing  to  prevent  the  shipment  of  lard  from  other 
South  Chin*  ports  to  Hongkong  for  export  to  countries  other  than 
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the  United  States.  There  is  a  sCrong  tendency  to  such  trade  since 
there  is  in  Canton  and  other  Chinese  cities  a  brisk  demand  for  pork 
at  all  times,  while  there  is  little  or  no  call  for  lard,  and  the  fat  from 
carcasses  of  animals  slaughtered  for  the  ordinary  trade  is  more  or 
less  a  by-product  suitable  only  for  the  use  of  foreigners  in  such  cities 
or  for  export. 

It  is  this  uninspected  lard  that  has  been  available  for  export  to 
Mexico,  Chile,  and  Peru  until  within  a  comparatively  short  time. 
Recently  it  seems  both  Chile  and  Peru  have  established  conditions  as 
to  the  inspection  and  care  of  meat  and  meat  products  imported  which 
demand  substantially  the  same  system  as  that  obtaining  in  the  prep- 
aration of  goods  for  American  territory.  Whereas  lard  prepar«i 
without  inspection  can  be  had  in  the  Hongkong  market  at  5.85  to  6.75 
cents  gold  per  pound  wholesale,  lard  prepared  under  proper  govern- 
mental inspection  in  the  factories  mentioned  brings  from  8.1  to  9.45 
cents  gold  per  pound. 
Trade  Hot  Likely  to  Increase. 

It  is  evident  that  so  long  as  inspection  is  not  demanded  exporters 
here  can  place  lard  in  any  country  to  great  advantage  as  compared 
with  lard  from  the  United  States  or  even  that  from  Hongkong  after 
proper  inspection.  The  mass  of  this  uninspected  lard  is  of  very  fair 
^ade,  but  of  course  there  is  always  the  danger  that  in  its  preparation 

rorant  or  unprincipled  producers  will  use  materials  not  fit  for  food, 
is  probable  that  as  municipal  and  governmental  improvements 
generally  are  extended  in  China  there  will  be  more  attention  paid  to 
the  inspection  and  care  of  food  products,  and  in  time  most  of  this 
uninspected  lard  will  come  into  the  market  under  conditions  justify- 
ing its  use  in  all  countries.  Until  such  supply  is  available  for  export 
to  countries  demanding  inspection  of  food  products,  however,  it  is 
not  likely  that  there  will  be  any  material  increase  in  the  trade. 

[As  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  review,  see  the 
articles  that  were  published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports 
for  Jan.  14,  1911  ^China's  Increasing  Lard  Exports).  Mar.  25,  1911 
(Model  Abattoir  in  German  China),  and  Apr.  29,  1912  (Chinese 
Pork  for  Export).] 

AUSTBAIIAN  BUSINESS  NOTES. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald.] 
Greater  Sydney. 

It  has  been  announced  that  the  greater  Sydney  bill  is  to  be  one  of 
the  first  measures  to  be  introduced  during  the  coming  session.  Mr. 
Griffith,  who  is  minister  in  charge  of  local  government,  explained 

the  '  greater 

during  the  coming  session." 

Steel  Kails. 

Mr.  Cann,  Minister  for  "Works  for  the  State  of  New  South  Wales, 
announces  that  the  Broken  Hill  Co.'s  works  at  Newcastle  has  been 
given  orders  for  700  tons  of  steel  rails  a  week,  and  Hoskins  Bros.,  at 
Lithgow,  400  tons  a  week  for  the  next  12  months.  The  price  at 
Newcastle  was  £7  17s.  6d.  ($38.26)  per  ton  and  at  Lithgow  2s.  (47 
cents)  more.  The  additional  cost  is  made  up  by  a  saving  in  freight. 
The  State  requirements  are  from  1,400  to  1,500  tons  per  week. 


yesterday  "  that  the  '  building  act^  is  contingent  upon  the  passing  of 
r  Sydney  bill,'  which  he  hopes  will  be  brought  to  fijiality 
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COTTOH-DEPBOVEMEirT  EFFOBTS  IH  DTDIA. 

[Vice  Consnl  Jobn  S.  Bunt,  Calcutta,  Ha;  22.] 

The  following  article,  which  appeared  in  the  Indian  Trade  Journal 
of  May  18,  shows  to  what  extent  tne  Indian  Government  and  various 
cooperative  societies  are  endeavoring  to  improve  the  quality  and  yield 
of  the  Indian  cotton  crop : 

It  appears  from  the  Report  on  the  Progress  of  AKriculture  la  India  for 
391S-14,  recently  i^sned  by  the  agricaltural  adviser  to  Government,  that  atten- 
tion continues  to  be  devoted  to  cotton  in  respect  of  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  lint  and  of  increase  In  yield.  In  Madras  considerable  improvement  has 
been  effected  In  Tinnevelll  by  the  distribution  of  better  seed  through  a  chain 
of  seed  farms  and  by  the  introduction  of  the  teed  drill  and  bullock  hoe  for 
sowing  and  Interculture.  Formerly  the  crop  in  this  tract  consisted  of  a  mixture 
of  two  varieties,  and  the  seed  was  sown  broadcast,  which  admitted  of  no  culti- 
vation after  sowing.  The  advantage  of  selected  seed  of  one  variety  combined 
with  Improved  cultivation  were  therefore  so  obvious  that  by  1910-11  there  were 
nearly  100.000  acres  in  tlie  district  under  one  variety,  which  six  years  previously 
had  been  grown  with  a  mixed  crop,  and  the  local  firms  commented  favorably  on 
the  general  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  cotton  in  this  tract. 

Subsequently,  however,  owing  to  the  establishment  of  ginning  factories  which 
ousted  the  old  hand  gins,  it  became  difficult  for  the  cultivators  to  get  back  pure 
seed,  and  the  policy  of  seed  distribution  bod  therefore  to  be  revised.  Seed 
farms  have  now  be«i  restricted  to  an  area  (about  500 -acres)  that  can  be  sown 
with  seed  raised  on  the  Government  farm  at  Kollpattl.  The  seed  from  these 
farms  is  sold  In  the  villages,  and  airangements  have  been  made  with  the  gin- 
ning firms  to  gin  separately  any  consignm^it  of  this  cotton  which  may  b« 
brought  in.  This  method  has  been  adopted  in  20  villages,  and  there  is  a  large 
demand  for  selected  seed  at  prices  40  per  cent  above  rates  for  ordinary  bazaar 
seed. 

Bmgle-Straia  SelectlTm — Cambodia  Cotton. 

Side  by  side  with  the  bulk  selection  the  Madras  department  carried  out  single- 
plant  selections  on  the  Government  Farm,  with  the  result  that  it  has  succeeded 
in  separating  out  three  single  strains  of  marked  superiority  in  quality  and 
ginning  percentage  over  the  ordinary  selected  variety.  One  of  these  selections 
has  already  been  grown  over  300  acres  and  last  year  there  was  snlllclent  feed 
for  7,000  acres.  The  increased  profit  from  this  strain  over  the  bulk  selection 
is  estimated  to  be  $6.50  to  $8.10  per  acre  above  the  ryot's  ordinary  crop. 

Work  on  similar  lines  was  also  undertaken  in  Kumool  and  Bellary,  with  the 
result  that  tlie  areo  under  selected  seed  in  the  former  rose  from  250  acres  In 
1909  to  11,000  acres  in  1012.  Owing  to  high-ginning  percentage  the  growing  of 
this  selected  seed  gives  a  profit  of  $1.60  an  acre  over  the  local  crop,  and  the  seed 
itself  brings  prices  20  per  cent  above  local  rates.  A  noteworthy  feature  of  the 
year  in  connection  with  cotton  improvement  has  been  the  formation  of  two  co- 
operative societies  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  cotton  from  selected  seed. 

Caml>odia  cotton  is  now  thoroughly  established  in  the  south  of  the  Madras 
Presidency.  Chiefly  because  of  its  capability  of  being  grown  with  great  profit 
on  lands  nnsuited  to  Indian  cotton  it  has  spread  very  rapidly.  In  1012  there 
were  alxiut  60,000  acres  under  it,  and  the  prices  then  ruling  yielded  a  profit 
of  $58  an  acre  Owing  to  such  inviting  profits,  the  cultivation  of  this  cotton  at> 
tracted  the  attention  of  growers  os  well  as  dealers,  with  the  result  that  it  be- 
gan to  be  grown  on  unsuitable  lands  and,  partly  through  carelessness  and 
partly  throngh  the  middlemen  who  mixed  it  with  local  cotton,  the  lint  becnine 
impure,  and  for  this  reason  complaints  have  been  common  about  its  deteriora- 
tion ;  but  there  are  stiU  places  where  It  is  grown  pure  and  it  commands  a 
premium  of  $6.50  per  candy  of  500  pounds  over  the  best  country  cotton.  Cam- 
bodia cotton  has  also  been  successfully  introduced  in  some  parts  of  Mysore, 
where  it  promises  to  become  one  of  the  most  lmi)ortant  crops. 

MAeuItles  Encountered  in  Bombay  fresidenoy  and  Bind. 

In  Bombay  the  difficnltles  in  the  way  of  securing  full  market  value  for  im- 
proved quality  are  Uniting  etTorts  in  the  extension  of  the  improvements  effected. 
The  IntrodncUon  of  Broach  cotton,  which  has  a  higher  ginning  percentage  than 
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the  local  Kumpta,  bna  so  far  met  with  snccess  ia  the  western  part  of  the 
Dbawnr  tract,  but  tbere  are  difficulties,  especially  in  connection  with  market- 
ing, in  the  way  of  securing  its  more  rapid  extension.  The  same  difficulties  have 
been  responsible  for  the  restriction  in  Lower  Gujrat  of  efforts  In  the  introduc- 
tion of  selected  strains  that  were  most  favorably  reported  on  by  the  trade.  Hie 
syndicate  which  was  formed  in  1911  to  purchase  this  cotton  at  5  per  cent  over 
the  local  market  rates  had  to  suspend  operations  owing  to  disputes  as  to  what 
constituted  the  market  rate.  From  the  experience  so  far  gained  in  attempting 
to  improve  the  quality  of  cotton  In  the  Bombay  Presidency,  it  has  been  realized 
that  "  in  the  present  condition  of  the  cultivators  and  of  the  cotton  market,  an 
improved  cotton  must  have  the  following  characteristics  In  order  that  it  may 
obtain  rapid  success:  (1)  The  Improvement  must  be  in  quantity  rather  than 
in  quality:  (2)  the  improvement  in  quantity  must  be  considerable  and  obvious; 
and  (3)  the  cultivation  must  involve  no  additional  labor  or  risk  to  the  culti- 
vator. 

The  efforts  in  Khandesh  with  regard  to  spreading  the  cultivation  of  the 
roseum  cotton  which  yields  more  heavily  and  has  a  higher  ginning  i>ercentage 
than  the  local  mixture  appear  to  be  certain  of  success.  It  is  worth  ?1.95  more 
per  acre  than  the  local  cotton,  and  the  cultivators  are  very  keen  on  it.  In  order 
to  meet  the  demand  for  seed  there  is  a  large  departmental  seed  farm,  besides 
19  seed  gi-owers  who  grow  pure  seed  on  an  area  of  T32  acres.  In  1912-13  about 
100,000  i)ounds  of  this  seed  were  sold. 

In  Sind  the  cultivation  of  Egyptian  cotton,  which  at  one  time  was  grown  on 
a  considerable  area,  has  had  to  be  given  up  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 
water  supply  and  the  poor  methods  of  cultivation  In  vogue.  It  is  possible  that 
when  perennial  irrigation  is  extended  in  Sind  this  cotton  will  be  profitably 
grown.  In  the  meantime,  the  cultivation  of  American  cotton,  which  has  been 
found  to  grow  with  seasonal  Irrigation  and  cultivation  similar  to  that  given  to 
local  cotton.  Is  being  pushed.  Some  of  the  zamlndars  have  taken  up  this  cotton 
and  it  Is  possible  thot  if  the  prices  are  favorable  it  will  be  grown  extensively. 

Central  Provinces,  the  Punjab,  and  Bnrma. 

The  main  feature  of  the  cotton  work  in  the  Central  Provinces  has  been  the 
distribution  of  roseum  seed  through  private  cottonseed  farms  organized  on  a 
cooperative  basis  in  Berar.  These  seed  farms  are  grouiied  in  cooperative 
unions,  of  which  four  have  been  registered,  while  18  are  unregistered.  Depart- 
mental supervision  Is  concentrated  on  the  central  farms  of  the  unions,  the 
channel  through  which  the  seed  from  the  Government  farm  at  Akola  reaches 
the  private  farms  and  ultimately  the  general  public.  There  are  400  such  private 
seed  farms,  and  about  1,700,000  pounds  of  seed  were  raised  In  1914.  This  seed 
produces  a  crop  of  high  ginning  percentage,  which  Is  worth  $1.95  more  per 
acre  than  the  local  mixture.  There  is,  therefore,  a  great  demand  for  the  seed, 
and  It  is  estimated  that  about  200,000  acres  were  planted  to  It  In  1914.  It  is 
proposed  to  increase  the  quantity  of  the  seed  available  for  distribution  by  abont 
1,000,000  pounds  each  year,  and  thereby  to  extend  the  area  under  it  by  approxi- 
mately 100,000  acres. 

In  the  Western  Circle  the  cultivation  of  white-flowered  cotton,  giving  a 
higher  percentage  and  better  yields  than  the  present  mixture,  is  rapidly  ex- 
tending, and  arrangements  are  being  made  with  cooperative  societies  for  the 
distribution  of  the  seed  and  with  landlords  and  others  for  ginning  the  kapas 
and  selling  the  seed  to  cultivators  in  the  neighborhood.  This  cotton  has  spread 
rapidly  in  unirrigated  tracts  outside  the  best  cotton-growing  area  because  of  Its 
hardiness  and  yield.  The  additional  value  of  this  cotton  over  ordinary  deshl 
has  been  estimated  to  be  between  $260,000  and  $290,000  on  the  area  sown  In 
1914. 

In  the  Punjab  the  cultivation  of  American  cotton  received  a  setback  owing  to 
the  attack  of  Jassids  In  1913,  and  the  Government  sanctioned  the  payment  of 
compensation  to  those  whose  crop  was  very  poor.  The  damage  was  mainly 
done  to  a  type  which  had  smooth  leaves,  and  which  has  now  been  discarded. 
Another  type,  which  is  more  hardy  and  immune  from  the  attacks  of  pests,  has 
been  taken  up.  About  400  maunds  (1  maund  equals  about  82  pounds)  of  seed 
of  this  type  were  Issued  or  sold  in  the  spring  of  1913,  and  sown  mostly  under 
seed-farm  conditions.  Besides  American  cotton,  attention  has  been  paid  to  in- 
digenous varieties,  and  already  some  types  have  been  selected  for  growing  on 
experimental  farms  to  see  If  any  of  them  is  t>etter  than  the  mixture  grown  by 
the  ordinary  cultivator. 
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In  Burma  the  study  of  cotton  has  been  taken  up  serionsly,  and  seed  farms  are 
to  be  establi^ed  in  the  districts  of  Pakoku,  Myingyan,  and  Tbayetmyo.  A  com- 
bine has  been  formed  between  some  leading  ginning  firms  of  tlie  district  to 
regulate  the  prices  of  cotton,  and  it  iias  had  a  good  effect  not  only  on  the  prices 
realized  by  tbe  cultivators  but  also  in  checking  the  watering  of  seed  cotton  by 
the  brokers  and  middlemen.  A  movement  Is  also  in  train  to  make  use  of  the 
cooperative  organizations  in  the  cotton  tract  to  establish  cooperative  ginneries 
so  as  to  assure  the  snpidy  of  pure  seed  to  cultivators. 

Coscemtratlon  of  Eilorts. 

In  conclusion,  the  Report  says  that  much  has  been  done  in  various  Provinces 
In  the  matter  of  improvement  of  this  important  crop,  and  there  are  prospects 
of  ctmsiderably  more  being  done  in  the  near  future,  bat  there  are  certain  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  establishing  a  permanent  improvement,  and  they  must  be 
overcome  before  substantial  results  of  value  can  be  achieved.  Tbe  greatest 
difficulties  are  those  which  arise  in  the  organization  of  seed  distribution,  In 
the  supply  of  pure  seed,  in  the  prevention  of  adulteration  both  in  seed  and  lint, 
and  la  the  upbuilding  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  buyers  and  spinners. 

One  method  of  dealing  with  these  dllficnltles  appears  to  be  to  concentrate 
efforts  in  a  comparatively  small  area  and  to  establish  there  a  large  Government 
seed  farm  with  its  own  ginnery  for  demonstration  as  well  as  for  supply  of  seed. 
Suitable  agricultural  unions  can  then  be  formed  around  the  central  farm;  and 
if  the  members  undertake  to  grow  Improved  cotton  only  and  to  gin  it  them- 
selves it  is  possible  that  the  cotton  crop  will  be  entirely  replaced  by  a  new  kind 
in  a  few  years,  and  the  area  will  then  have  built  up  its  reputation  as  a  producer 
of  an  Improved  kind.    Operations  can  then  be  transferred  to  other  tracts. 

The  success  attained  in  the  Central  Provinces  is  an  excellent  example  of 
what  can  be  done  by  concentrating  efforts  on  one  object,  and  work  on  similar 
lines  in  Bombay,  Madras,  and  the  United  Provinces  is  also  beginning  to  show 
practical  results.  In  short,  the  whole  work  may  be  summed  up  as  primary  con- 
centration on  a  few  places,  to  be  followed  by  ultimate  radiation  of  the  results 
from  those  places  over  an  ever-widening  area  outside. 

[An  earlier  account  of  cotton  experiments  in  India  appeared  in 
Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Aug.  23,  1912;  the  final 
forecast  of  the  crop  for  1914-15  is  incorporated  in  the  Handbook 
of  India  just  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce. Copies  of  this  latter  publication  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  price,  $1.] 


chueah  specifications  fob  wateb  fife. 

Specifications  for  the  cast-iron  water  pipe  and  other  material  for 
the  sea-watersupply  for  Tocopilla  and  Arica  and  the  general  specifi- 
cations for  pipe  for  drinking  water  in  all  Chilean  cities  were  pub- 
lished in  a  recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  a  copy  of  which  (in 
the  original  Spanish)  was  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attache  V.  L. 
Havens  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  its  branch  oflSces.  In  forwarding  the  specifications 
from  Santiago,  Mr.  Havens  said :  "  It  is  hoped  that  American  firms 
desiring  to  bid  on  this  material  or  on  future  installations  will  study 
the  specifications  and  state  what  the  difficulties  are,  if  any." 

CEOF  CONDITIONS  IH  TTJIHS. 

iCmsal  Qeneral  A.  Gaolln,  MarseUle^  France,  Jnna  24.] 

The  grain  and  olive  crops  in  Tunis  promise  to  be  the  largest  in 
many  years.  Almonds  are  abundant  in  the  Sfax  region.  The  vine- 
jaxaa  are  in  good  condition  and  a  normal  yield  is  expected.  A  re- 
.▼ival  of  proq>erity  is  therefore  probable  in  the  Regency,  with  a 
material  increase  of  the  foreign  trade. 
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ATTSTRAIIA'S  HATCH  TBABE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Uelboorne,  May  27.] 

The  consumption  of  matches  and  vestas  in  Australia  during  1913 
(the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available)  was  approximately 
$1^21^00,  of  which  $413,600  represented  matches  manufactured  in 
the  Commonwealth  itself.  Wooden  safety  matches  of  the  type  com- 
monly called  Swedish  made  up  the  bulk  (63  per  cent)  of  the  imports. 

As  classified  in  the  official  returns,  Australia's  miports  in  1913 
were:  In  boxes  containing  100  matches  or  less — wax,  $199,570,  the 
United  Kingdom  supplying  $101,739,  Belgium  $59,683,  and  Italy 
$35,890;  wooden  and  other,  $509,440,  of  which  $416,443  worth  came 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  $6,492  worth  from  Austria-Hungary,  and 
$77,913  worth  from  Sweden.  In  boxes  containing  over  100  matches — 
wax,  $98,440,  all  from  the  United  Kingdom ;  wooden  and  other,  $156, 
the  United  Kingdom  supplying  $15  worth  of  these. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  portion  of  the  imports  above  enumerated 
has  come  from  the  United  States,  probably  because  of  the  fact  that 
wax  and  Swedish  safety  matches  have  never  enjoyed  a  large  popular 
demand  in  the  United  States  and  that  the  manufacturing  of  them 
has  not  been  developed  to  any  great  extent. 

War  Aifeots  Enfllsb  Control  of  Market. 

During  the  year  named  the  import  duties  on  matches,  when  in 
boxes  containing  100  or  less,  were  6d.  (12.2  cents)  per  gross  boxes  if 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Is.  (24.3  cents)  if  imported 
from  other  countries.  (Under  the  new  tariff  now  in  force  these  rates 
are  increased  2d.,  or  4  cents.)  For  several  years  the  imports  from 
Sweden  have  been  steadily  diminishing,  due,  doubtless,  to  the  effects 
of  the  preferential  duties.  Several  Swedish  firms  have  gone  to  Lon- 
don and  are  manufacturing  there  under  the  name  of  Trummer  &  Co. 
(Vulcan  Globe  Co.).  Evidence  submitted  to  the  Interstate  Com- 
mission shows  that  the  English  manufacturers,  Bryant  &  May,  prac- 
tically control  the  match  industry  in  Australia,  for,  besides  being 
interested  in  the  principal  factory,  they  also  are  agents  for  firms  in 
Brussels  and  Milan — an  arrangement  that  places  in  the  hands  of  the 
combination  practically  the  entire  business  m  wax  matches  and  four- 
fifths  of  that  in  wooden  matches. 

Nevertheless,  the  present  moment  appears  to  be  a  particularly 
favorable  one  for  American  manufacturers  to  gain  a  foothold  in  the 
Australian  market.  The  local  factories  are  experiencing  considerable 
difficulty  in  obtaining  some  of  the  chemicals  essential  to  the  making 
of  matches,  and  their  output  is  likely  to  be  seriously  affected;  the 
Belgium  product  is  entirely  eliminated,  the  operations  of  Trummer 
&  Co.  have  been  much  curtailed  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  cargoes  of 
wood  through  from  Sweden  to  England,  and  Italy's  manufacturing 
industry  will  doubtless  suffer  on  account  of  that  Kingdom's  entry 
into  the  international  conflict.  A  shortage  of  matches  is  already  felt 
in  Australia  and  importers  are  seeking  new  sources  of  gupply.  Some 
contracts  have  been  placed  in  Japan,  which  country  is  producing 
matches  of  the  Swedish  type  at  low  prices. 

Cnstoms  Kegrnlatlons  as  to  Labels. 

The  usual  method  of  packing  wooden  matches  is  in  cases  contain- 
ing 50  gross  of  small  boxes  of  60  matches  each.    The  customs  regula- 
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tions  require  that  the  small  boxes  shall  bear  labels  stating  the  country 
of  origin  and  the  average  number  of  matches  in  each  box.  These 
regulations  should  be  carefully  followed,  as  an  additional  duty  of 
28.  (48.7  cents)  per  gross  of  boxes,  irrespective  of  country  of  origin, 
is  imposed  "  when  in  boxes  upon  which  the  number  of  matches  con- 
tained therein  is  not  printed  or  stamped."  The  former  additional 
duty  of  7d.  (14.2  cents)  per  gross  of  boxes  "when  in  boxes  with 
printed  matter  thereon  other  than  the  manufacturer's  name,  trade- 
mark, and  address,  and  a  description  of  the  article  contained  therein  " 
does  not  appear  in  the  new  tariff. 

Although  the  matches  usually  imported  are  either  of  wax  or  the 
Swedish  type,  there  is  nothing  in  the  regulations  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  other  classes  of  matches.  It  might  be  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  the  type  of  matches  commonly  used  in  the  United 
Stat^.  Manufacturers  are  advised  to  send  dummy  samples  showing 
styles  of  matches,  boxes,  etc.,  and  give  full  particulars  as  to  price. 
[The  addresses  of  six  Melbourne  importers  of  matches  may  be  had 
upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices.] 

KAFOE  on.  USED  FOK  raDTTSTBIAL  PUBFOSES. 

[Consol  General  A.  Oaalln,  Marseille,  France,  June  5.1 

The  quantity  of  kapok  (tree  cotton — Ceiba  pentendra)  seed  im- 
ported at  Marseille  does  not  appear  in  the  customhouse  statistics,  this 
product  not  being  separately  classified ;  but,  according  to  local  brok- 
ers, it  averaged  during  the  last  five  years  about  1,500  metric  tons. 
India  is  the  principal  coimtry  of  origin.  The  seed  is  treated  in  two 
mills,  both  or  whidi  are,  however,  chiefly  devoted  to  the  crushing  of 
other  seeds. 

The  seed  goes  through  the  same  process  as  cotton  seed  and  peanuts. 
Only  one  pressing  is  the  rule,  although  in  some  cases  hot  water  is 

S»ured  over  the  residue,  which  is  then  pressed  again.    The  oil  is  then, 
tered,  but  it  requires  neither  bleaching,  deodorizing,  nor  any  other 
treatment.    In  the  Marseille  mills  the  average  yield  in  oU  from  this 
seed  is  about  15  per  cent. 
Oil  for  Soap  Xaklngr — ^Sesidue  as  Fertilizer. 

Kapok  oil  is  used  in  this  district  exclusively  for  industrial  pur- 
poses, chiefly  soap  making.  The  residue,  or  oil  cake,  is  employed  as 
a  fertilizer.  On  June  5,  1915,  the  ruling  prices  were  70  to  75  francs 
per  100  kilos  ($6.13  to  $6.57  per  100  pounds)  for  oil,  and  7  francs 
($0.61  per  100  pounds)  for  cake,  but  the  latter  is  an  abnormallv  low 
price,  resulting  from  the  French  Government's  embargo  on  oif-cake 
shipments.  The  price  of  the  oil  follows  closely  that  of  industrial 
peanut  oil. 

It  takes  about  16^  pounds  of  kapok  oil  to  make  a  gallon.  The 
density  of  the  oil  is  0.9237  at  15**  C;  in  other  words,  it  is 
about  the  same  as  that  of  cotton  oil. 

Kapok  fiber  is  imported  here  in  pressed  bales,  mostly  from  Liver- 
pool. It  is  used  for  pillows,  cushions,  and  mattresses.  [The  im- 
ports of  kapok  fiber  into  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1914,  amounted  to  1,825  tons,  valued  at  $441,109,  while  the 
exports  for  the  same  period  were  only  39  tons,  valued  at  $12,755, 
and  shipped  to  Netherlands,  Canada,  and  Cuba.] 
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ENGLISH  CKOFS  DAKAOED  BT  DBOUOHT  AHB  FROSTS. 

[Consul  C.  M.  mtcb,  NottlDgliam,  Jane  24.] 

Growing  crops  have  been  considerably  damaged  in  this  district 
during  the  past  few  weeks  by  frosts  and  continued  dry  weather. 
After  40  consecutive  days  of  drought,  a  light  rainfall  was  recorded 
for  this  section  on  June  23. 

All  crops  have  been  more  or  less  affected,  and  farmers  report  that 
the  harvest  outlook  generally  is  far  from  promising,  and  that  there 
will  be  a  great  shortage  in  the  hay  crop.  Koot  crops,  such  as  pota- 
toes, mangolds,  turnips,  etc.,  have  been  considerably  damaged,  and 
it  is  reported  that  the  dry  weather  is  seriously  affecting  the  milk 
supply.  The  pastures  are  bare,  and  in  some  sections  the  farmers 
have  little  or  no  water  for  the  cattle.  Tlie  hay  crop  is  said  to  be  the 
lightest  known  for  many  years. 

The  damage  to  crops  occasioned  by  the  drought,  was  made  even 
more  serious  by  a  sharp  frost  in  certain  localities  on  the  night  of 
June  19.  Ice  was  discovered  in  Wilford  and  the  immediate  vicinity. 
Such  a  visitation  in  midsummer  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  without  a 
parallel  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  its  advent  occasioned  much 
damage  to  crops  of  broad  beans,  potatoes,  and  other  garden  produce. 
The  frost  seems  to  have  been  confined  largely  to  the  lowlands  along 
the  Trent  River,  although  it  is  reported  that  to  a  less  serious  extent 
it  was  experienced  at  Bingham,  Euddingtou,  and  other  places  in  this 
district. 

NEW  FITBUCATIONS  ON  MINES. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines,  Washington,  D.  C,  has  a 
limited  supply  of  the  following  new  monographs,  which  it  will 
furnish  on  application : 

Bulletin  72.  Occurrence  of  explosive  gases  in  coal  mines,  248  pp.,  7  pis., 
33  figs. 

Technical  Papeb  84.  Methods  of  preventing  and  limiting  explosions  in  coal 
mines,  43  pp.,  14  pis.,  5  figs. 

Technical  Papeb  88.  The  radium-uranium  ratio  in  carnotites,  29  pp.,  1  pi., 
4  figs. 

Technical  Papeb  100.  Permissible  explosives  tested  prior  to  March  1,  1915, 
16  pp. 

Technical  Papeb  118.  Coke-oven  accidents  in  the  United  States  during  the 
calendar  years  1913  and  1914,  16  pp. 


GUIDEBOOK  OF  SOUTH  AND  EAST  AFBICA. 

While  avowedly  for  the  use  of  "  tourists,  sportsmen,  invalids,  and 
settlers,"  a  Guide  to  South  and  East  Africa,  published  by  the  Union- 
Castle  Line,  London,  has  much  in  it  of  value  to  the  commercial 
traveler.  It  contains  in  concise  form  information  as  to  railways 
and  other  means  of  transportation,  hotels,  postal  and  telegraph  rates, 
weights  and  measures  in  use,  and  other  useful  data.  A  copy  of  the 
Guide  may  be  inspected  at  the  Washington  Office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  the  book  may  be  purchased  at 
the  nominal  price  of  30  cents  from  Sanderson  &  Son,  26  Broadway, 
New  York. 
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COST  OF  uvnro  ih  febsian  capital. 

[Vice  CoDsnl  Ralph  H.  Bader,  Teheran,  Persia,  May  20.] 

In  normal  times  Teheran  is  one  of  the  most  expensive  cities  in  the 
world  in  which  to  live.  Coal  sells  for  $20  per  ton ;  apples,  $3.50  per 
bushel ;  cheese,  60  cents  per  pound ;  ham,  65  cents  per  pound ;  butter, 
50  cents  per  poimd.  These  high  prices  are  largely  caused  by  the  lack 
of  transportation  facilities.  Coal  is  transported  to  Teheran  from 
the  nearest  mine  (a  distance  of  50  miles)  by  donkeys.     Goods  im- 

g)rted  through  the  Persian  Gulf  are  transported  from  Mohamerah  or 
ushire  to  Teheran  (a  distance  of  800  miles)  by  mules  and  camels, 
and  are  usually  from  6  to  12  weeks  in  transit.  Goods  imported 
through  Russia  are  subject  to  a  heavy  transit  duty,  and  are  trans- 
ported across  the  mountains  from  Enzeli  to  Teheran  (a  distance  of 
250  miles)  by  pack  animals  and  wagons. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in  Europe  last  August  im- 
portations into  Persia  practically  ceased.  Articles  of  foreign  pro- 
duction have,  therefore,  greatly  increased  in  price,  while  increases  in 
price  of  articles  produced  locally  have  been  slight.  Among  the  arti- 
cles of  local  production  that  have  not  increased  in  price  are  mutton, 
beef,  Persian  flour,  chickens,  eggs,  and  fruit.  Rice,  which  is  grown 
on  the  lowlands  along  the  Caspian  Sea,  has  increased  in  price  from  5 
cents  to  6  cents  per  pound.  The  price  of  sugar  has  increased  from  8 
cents  to  10  cents  per  pound;  coffee,  from  30  cents  to  50  cents  per 
pound;  tea,  from  48  cents  to  80  cents  per  pound;  European  flour, 
from  7  cents  to  12  cents  per  pound. 

Some  of  the  imported  articles  that  have  gone  up  in  price  with  the 
per  cent  of  increase  are  as  follows :  Cotton  goods,  15  per  cent ;  silk 
goods,  40  per  cent;  matches,  50  per  cent;  canned  goods,  15  per  cent; 
^oes,  50  per  cent;  petroleum,  10  per  cent;  iron,  25  per  cent;  copper, 
75  per  cent ;  nails,  30  per  cent ;  medicines,  50  per  cent. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  cost  of  living  for  the 
native  population,  whose  principal  articles  of  diet  are  mutton,  rice, 
and  bread  made  from  whole  wheat  flour,  has  only  slightly  increased, 
while  the  cost  of  living  for  foreigners,  who  consume  largely  articles 
imported  frona  Europe,  has  increased  from  30  to  40  per  cent.  The 
stock  of  Curopean  goods  on  hand  is  gradually  being  consumed  and 
further  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  may  be  expecteoT 


HAITIAir  mHINO  CONCESSION. 

A  concession  just  granted  by  the  Haitian  Government  to  the  local 
representative  of  a  British  company  carries  with  it  the  right  to  pros- 
pect for  minerals  of  all  kinds  within  that  island  Repubbc.  The  in- 
demnities to  be  paid  the  owners  of  the  land  prospected  over  and  the 
obligatioDs  which  the  company  incurs  are  set  out  in  full  in  the  text 
of  the  concession,  a  translation  of  which,  submitted  by  American 
Minister  A.  Bailly-Blanchard,  of  Port-au-Prince,  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices. 
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FOBEIGH  TBADE  OPFOSTUlTinES. 

[Wbere  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barean  or  Its  branch 

olllcea.] 

Hosiery,  screens,  etc..  No.  17457. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  in  Cblcai;o  reports  tliat  a  business  man 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  bowery, 
screens,  and  various  calclmlning  materials  for  dwelling  bouses.  Tbe  man 
states  tbat  be  has  bad  extensive  experience  in  Bussia  and  desires  to  pro- 
mote the  sale  of  American  goods  in  tbat  country.    References  are  given. 

Celluloid  goods,  etc..  No.  17458. — A  firm  of  commission  merchants  and  Jobbers 
In  France  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  celluloid  cuffs, 
collars,  and  shirt  fronts;  rubbers;  athletic  and  sporting  goods.  A  repre- 
sentative of  the  firm  is  residing  In  New  York  City  and  will  be  glad  to  dis- 
cuss details  with  interested  firms.  Letters  sent  to  tbe  firm  in  France  should 
be  in  French  and  prices  quoted  in  francs.  Communications  to  tbe  repre- 
sentative in  New  York  City  may  be  in  English. 

Buttle,  No.  17459.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Australia  reports  that  he 
has  had  a  request  for  information  relative  to  a  market  for  the  sale  of 
rutlle. 

Buildino  materials,  mosaic,  cement,  structural  iron  and  steel,  etc..  No.  17460. — 
A  representative  of  a  New  York  firm,  which  Is  now  engaged  In  trade  with 
the  markets  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  desires  to  secure  additional  lines. 
The  man  is  particularly  interested  In  building  material,  mosaic,  cement, 
structural  iron  and  steel,  Imitations  of  marble,  etc.    Reference  la  given. 

Machinery,  No.  17461. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  that  one  of  Its  correspondents  In  Spain  desires 
to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  relative  to  machinery  for  neutralizing 
oils. 

Aluminum  and  machinery.  No.  17462. — One  of  the  commercial  attaches  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  writes  that  a  business  man  in  Spain  desires  to 
obtain  aluminum  and  machinery  necessary  for  manufacturing  aluminum 
army  canteens.  A  sample  of  the  canteen  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

General  representation.  No.  17463. — Tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  commission  merchant  in  Porto  Rico 
stating  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters. 
References  are  given.    He  does  not  siiecify  any  particular  line. 

Wax  and  rubber.  No.  17464. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports 
the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  which  desires  to  sell  about  30  tons  of  yellow 
caruauba  wax,  70  tons  of  gray  camauba  wax,  and  SO  tons  of  manicoba 
rubber.    References  are  given. 

Road  sprinklers.  No.  17405. — One  of  the  commercial  attaches  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  reports  that  a  business  man  in  Spain  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues, price,  lists,  etc.,  from  American  manufacturers  of  road-sprinkling 
machines. 

Furniture,  No.  174C6. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  office  and  lawn  furniture.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  infor- 
mation should  be  forwarded  at  once.  He  states  that  he  wishes  to  pay  cash 
with  the  order.    References  are  given. 

Enameled  ware,  pottery,  glassware,  toys,  etc..  No.  17467. — ^A  manufacturer's 
agent  in  the  West  Indies  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  tbat  he  de- 
sires to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  enameled  ware,  pottery, 
glassware,  and  toys.  He  states  that  he  will  pay  cash  with  the  order,  or 
against  shipping  documents  at  destination.    References  are  given. 

WASEINGTON  :  OOVIBNUBNT  PBINTIKO  OVPICB  :  IMS 
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[Cablegraun  received  June  9  from  Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok.] 

It  is  suggested  that  transshipment  of  American  merchandise  to 
Siam  may  be  effected  by  shipment  via  Shanghai  or  Swatow,  China. 


VISIT  OF  CUUIESE  BUSINESS  HEH. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Julcnn  H.  Arnold,  Feking,  May  31.] 

A  delegation  of  Chinese  business  men  sails  from  Shanghai  June  22 
on  the  Siberia  for  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  The  party  is  an  offi- 
cial one,  representing  for  the  most  part  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and 
departments  thereof.  They  will  be  interested  in  lithograpning, 
paper  manufacture,  and  matters  having  to  do  with  machinery  for 
engraving.  One  member  of  the  party,  Mr.  P.  J.  Fu,  states  that  he 
intends  studying  the  question  of  cotton  manufacture  and  will  investi- 
gate machinery  in  this  line.  The  members  of  the  party  are  T.  H. 
Chang,  P.  J.  Fu,  B.  D.  S'an,  T.  Chao,  L.  S.  Chow,  and  C.  P.  Lee. 


SPECIAL  CENSUS  OF  HAMTRAHCE,  MICH. 

A  special  census  of  the  village  of  Hamtramck,  Mich.,  made  at 
local  request  and  expense,  shows  the  population  of  that  village  on 
June  25,  1015,  to  have  been  21,520.  The  increase  since  1910,  when 
the  population  was  3,559,  has  been  504  per  cent.  The  present  popu- 
lation comprises  21,242  whites  and  278  negroes.  The  census  was 
taken  by  local  enumerators  under  the  supervision  of  an  official  of 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Mr.  Eugene  F.  Hartley. 

Hamtramck  is  a  suburb  of  Detroit,  lying  just  to  the  northeast  of 
that  city.  Its  remarkable  growth  is  due  in  great  measure  to  the 
presence  of  large  automobile  factories  within  and  near  its  borders. 


Four  motor  busses,  recently  purchased  by  the  Panama  Eailroad 
Co.,  were  put  in  regular  service  between  East  Balboa,  Balboa  Heights, 
and  Ajicon  on  July  1. 
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BAIIWAY  DEVELOFUEirr  IN  AIHALirSIA. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Oracey,  Serille,  Spain,  Hay  27.] 

Careful  investigation  made  by  this  consular  office  of  the  railroads 
operating  in  the  Provinces  of  Seville,  Huelva,  Cordoba,  Caceres, 
Badajoz,  and  Cadiz  has  yielded  information  of  interest  to  American 
producers  of  railway  material.  The  consul  obtained  his  facts  di- 
rectly from  the  companies  operating  the  lines,  and  the  present  report, 
which  covers  some  of  the  principal  railways,  will  be  followed  shortly 
by  others  covering  the  remaining  lines,  the  roads  now  imder  con- 
struction, and  suggested  new  lines. 

Kadrid,  Saragossa  and  Alicante  Boad. 

The  Madrid,  Saragossa  and  Alicante  road  maintains  its  principal 
office  at  Madrid.  It  owns  a  network  of  lines  connecting  Seville, 
Huelva,  Madrid,  Cordoba,  Merida,  and  Carmona. 

Purchasing  of  materials  for  this  line,  when  the  amounts  are  of 
importance,  are  in  the  charge  of  the  managers  of  the  respective 
services,  under  the  approval  of  the  'directing  committee,  or  the  ad- 
ministrative board.  Purchases  are  made  by  annual  contracts  or  by 
tenders,  according  to  the  class  of  material.  In  the  case  of  tenders,  a 
preference  is  usually  given  to  the  lowest  offers,  without  consideration 
as  to  whether  the  goods  are  from  Spanish  or  foreign  sources. 

The  repairing  and  construction  works  are  situated  at  Madrid  and 
Barcelona.  The  chief  engineer  is  Jonas  Feist;  1,236  workmen  are 
employed  at  Madrid  and  383  at  Barcelona,  a  total  of  1,619. 

BoUlngr  stock,  Hlles  of  Road  and  Capital. 

On  December  31,  1914,  the  actual  rolling  stock  of  the  company 
was  as  follows:  Engines,  861;  passenger  cars,  1,721;  box  cars,  631; 
cars  of  ail  other  classes,  20,053.  The  last  locomotives  purchased  by 
the  line  were  obtained  from  German  factories,  and  the  last  pas- 
senger cars,  box  cars,  and  others  were  constructed  in  Spanish 
factories. 

The  power  used  in  the  company's  works  is  both  steam  and  elec- 
trical, the  machinery  is  of  the  usual  type  used  in  such  factories  and 
machine  shops,  and  high-speed  machine  tools  are  preferred. 

The  line  has  a  gauge  of  5.49  feet  inside  of  the  rails.  The  company 
has  2,277  miles  of  road  in  operation.  The  total  capital  is  $45,563,025, 
in  shares  of  $91.68.  On  December  31, 1914,  the  number  of  employees 
of  the  line  was  25,093. 

Rails  weigh  66,  72,  88,  and  99  pounds  per  meter  (3.28  feet).  They 
are  obtained  from  numerous  sources,  but  of  late  years  almost  exclu- 
sively in  Spain.    The  ties  are  from  Spanish  sources. 

Branch  Xines,  Traffic,  and  Financial  Operations. 

The  terminals  of  the  line  are  at  Portbou,  on  the  French  frontier; 
Badajoz,  on  the  Portuguese  frontier;  the  ports  of  Barcelona,  Ali- 
cante, Cartagena,  Seville  and  Huelva,  and  Valladolid,  on  the  general 
line  of  the  company  of  the  north  of  Spain  between  Madrid  and 
Irun.  The  company  has  429  miles  of  branch  lines.  There  were 
14,796,824  passengers  carried  by  the  line  during  1913,  with  an  aver- 
age run  of  33.43  miles,  and  14,988,823  passengers  in  1914,  with  an 
average  run  of  33.74  miles.    In  1913,  8,303,231  tons  of  cargo  were 
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carried,  -with  an  average  distance  of  93.76  miles,  and  in  1914,  7,739,- 
067  tons,  -with  average  distance  of  94.39  miles. 

The  receipts  in  1913  amounted  to  $27,009,227,  and  in  1914  to 
$25,034,603.  The  payments  in  1913  were  $12,424,579,  and  in  1914, 
$12,370,736.  In  1913  dividends  amounted  to  $4.63  per  share,  the 
dividends  for  1914  not  having  yet  been  announced. 

It  does  not  seem  probable  that  with  conditions  as  they  are  at 
present  the  company  will  make  any  immediate  new  purchases  of 
either  rolling  stock  or  other  materials,  other  than  the  usual  supplies 
already  under  contract. 

line  from  ICadild  into  PortngaL 

The  Madrid  to  Caceres  and  Portugal  and  West  of  Spain  has  its 
principal  oflBce  in  Madrid.  It  operates  the  line  from  Madrid  through 
the  Province  of  Caceres,  in  this  consular  district,  to  the  Portuguese 
frontier  at  Caceres,  and  thence  to  Lisbon,  Portugal. 

The  manager  of  the  division  of  warehouses  of  the  company  has 
charge  of  the  purchases  of  materials  for  the  line.  They  are  made 
by  contract  or  by  tenders,  according  to  class  of  material.  Prefer- 
ence is  given  to  the  lowest  bidder  without  consideration  of  the  source 
of  supply,  Spanish  materials  having  no  advantage  over  foreign 
supplies. 

TTie  repair  shops  are  situated  at  Villaverde,  Province  of  Madrid. 
These  shops  employ  204  workmen. 

On  April  19,  1915,  the  actual  rolling  stock  was  as  follows:  En- 
gines, 91;  passenger  cars,  163;  freight  cars,  1,618.  The  majority  of 
the  engines  were  constructed  by  a  company  at  Chemnitz,  Germany. 
Some  were  made  in  Belgium.  The  modem  passenger  cars  came 
from  concerns  in  Belgium  and  France. 

leafftlt  of  Koad  and  Capital  Invested. 

The  line  has  a  gauge  of  5.49  feet  between  the  rails.  There  are 
482.80  miles  of  road  in  operation. 

The  total  capital  of  the  company  is  $30,615,932,  and  it  employs 
2,814  persons. 

The  rails  in  use  have  a  weight  of  66  and  88  pounds  per  meter  (3.28 
feet),  all  obtained  from  Spanish  sources,  as  are  the  ties. 

The  terminals  are  at  Madrid  (the  jxmction  with  the  lines  of  the 
north  of  Spain) ;  Valencia  de  Alcantara,  on  the  Portuguese  frontier; 
Astorga  (junction  of  the  lines  of  the  north  of  Spain) ;  and  Caceres 
(junction  with  the  line  of  Madrid,  Saragossa,  and  Alicante).  The 
company  has  no  branch  lines. 

During  1913, 1,004,976  passengers  were  carried,  and  in  1914, 1,030,- 
999.  In  1913,  17,484  tons  of  fast  freight  were  carried,  and  in  1914, 
17,863.  In  1913,  734,915  tons  of  slow  freight  were  transported  and 
in  1914,  747,023  tons. 

The  receipts  in  1913  amounted  to  $2,026,748  and  in  1914  to  $1,943,- 
352.  The  expenses  in  1913  were  $1,284,486  and  in  1914  they  were 
$1,280,213.  No  dividends  were  paid.  The  company  is  not  at  present 
in  need  of  new  materials  or  supplies. 
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runs  from  Conguista,  on  the  Cordoba-Almorchon  line,  to  Fuente  del 
Arco,  on  the  Madrid,  Saragossa,  and  Alicante  line.  Materials  are 
purchased  by  the  directors  at  Paris  on  tenders  as  needed.  No  prefer- 
ence is  given  to  Spanish  over  foreign  materials. 

The  shops  arc  located  at  Penarroya  and  employ  400  persons.  On 
February  23,  1915,  the  total  rolling  stock  was  332  cars,  partially 
constructed  in  Penarroya  from  materials  secured  from  France.  The 
line  has  a  gauge  of  1  meter  (3.28  feet)  and  a  length  of  100  miles  in 
operation.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $4,704:,375.  It  employs 
300  workmen. 
Equipment,  Terminals,  and  Branch  Boad*. 

The  rails  used  weigh  44,  65j  and  70.5  pounds  per  meter  (3.28  feet), 
and  were  obtained  from  Spain  and  Belgium.  The  ties  are  from 
France. 

The  terminals  are  Penarroya,  Fuente  del  Arcos,  and  Conquista. 
The  line  has  branches  to  La  Parrilla,  1.86  miles,  to  El  Antolin,  0.49 
mile,  and  to  El  Soldado,  0.18  mile. 

During  1913, 121,228  passengers  were  carried,  and  in  1914, 115,300. 
In  1913,  333,805  tons  of  cargo  was  carried,  and  in  1914,  322,434  tons. 

The  receipts  in  1913  were  $340,547,  and  in  1914,  $307,810.   The  pay- 
ments in  1913  were  $344,778,  the  figures  for  1914  not  being  available. 
No  dividends  were  paid. 
Statistics  of  Xinln;  Bailway. 

The  AznalcoUar-Guadalquivir  road  has  its  principal  oflBc^  at  Se- 
ville. It  is  a  mining  railway,  running  from  the  mines  to  Camas, 
where  it  connects  with  the  lines  of  the  Compania  Gaditana  de  Minas, 
to  Aznalfarache  docks  near  Seville. 

The  enginer  director  has  charge  of  the  purchases  for  this  line  and 
goods  are  bought  on  tender.  Preference  is  given  to  Spanish  manu- 
facturers. The  shops  are  at  Camas,  and  from  20  to  50  workmen  are 
employed,  as  needed.  Approximately  200  cars  are  owned  by  the  line. 
Locomotives  were  obtained  from  Germany  and  cars  from  Spanish 
manufacturers.  The  line  has  a  gauge  of  1  meter  (3.28  feet)  between 
rails  and  a  length  of  26  miles  in  operation. 

The  company's  capital  is  $579,000  and  it  employs  about  150  per- 
sons. The  rails  have  a  weight  of  44  and  62  pounds  per  meter  (3.28 
feet),  and  were  purchased  in  Spain,  as  were  also  the  ties. 

The  terminals  are  at  Aznalcollar  and  Embarcadero  on  the  Guadal- 
quivir River.  Branch  lines  run  to  Gerena  and  Mina  Caridad.  The 
number  of  passengers  carried  in  1913  and  1914  amounted  to  ap- 
proximately 25,000,  and  200,000  tons  of  freight  was  transported. 

At  the  present  time  no  new  material  or  rolling  stock  is  required. 

[The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  published 
a  review  of  foreign  markets  for  railway  supplies  and  equipment, 
in  Special!  Consular  Keports  No.  60,  copies  of  which  may  be  ob- 
tained at  25  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  bureau,  the 
addresses  of  which  are:  New  York,  409  United  States  Customhouse; 
Boston,  752  Oliver  Building;  Chicago,  629  Federal  Building ;.  St. 
Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernia  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Umted  States  Post  Office 
Building;  San  Francisco,  306-307  United  States  CusUnnhouse; 
Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.] 
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THE  TESTIKO  OF  BUBBES  GOODS. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  is  about  to 
issue  the  third  edition  of  a  circular  on  the  testing  of  rubber  goods. 
This  publication,  which  has  been  very  much  enlarged,  is  fully  illus- 
trated, and  describes  in  detail  the  method  of  procedure  in  conducting 
physical  and  chemical  tests  of  rubber.  The  testing  machines  and  ap- 
paratus developed  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards  greatly  facilitate  the 
testing  of  rubber,  and  the  object  of  this  circular  is  to  assist  manufac- 
turers' and  consumers  in  establishing  standard  specifications  and 
standard  methods  of  test.  The  subject  matter  proper  is  introduced 
by  a  brief  outline  of  the  processes  through  which  rubber  passes  before 
reaching  the  factory,  followed  by  a  short  description  of  the  usual 
processes  of  manufacture,  which  include  washing,  drying,  compound- 
ing, "  making  up  "  various  articles,  and  vulcanizing.  The  physical 
tests  most  commonly  employed  are  explained  very  thoroughly.  These 
include  tests  for  tensile  strength,  ultimate  elongation,  and  elasticity. 
Conditions  affecting  the  results  of  tests  are  discussed  at  some  length 
and  experimental  data  are  given  to  show  the  necessity  of  a  standard 
procedure  in  testing. 

A  general  discussion  of  the  chemistry  of  rubber  is  followed  by  a 
brief  explanation  of  the  object  of  each  of  the  analytical  determina- 
tions that  are  commonly  made.  After  this  there  are  given  in  detail 
the  methods  in  use  at  the  Bureau  for  each  of  these  determinations. 
They  are  not  entirely  original,  but  have  been  compiled  from  the 
various  publications  on  rubber  analysis,  from  the  information  gained 
through  the  routine  testing  of  rublier  goods  for  delivery  on  Govern- 
ment contracts,  and  from  cooperative  research  with  various  scientific 
organizations. 

A  bibliography  listing  the  more  important  books  and  journals  de- 
voted to  rubber  and  the  Bureau's  regulations  regarding  the.  testing 
of  rubber  goods  conclude  the  circular. 

Copies  of  the  publication.  Circular  No.  38,  may  be  obtained  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C- 


OUTIOOK  FOB  WHEAT  IS  WEW  ZEAIAUD. 
[CoDsnl  General  Alfred  A.  Wioslow,  Anckland,  Jtme  4.] 

Preparations  are  being  made  for  a  much  larger  wheat  crop  in  New 
Zealand  for  the  next  harvest  beginning  in  February,  1916.  By  some 
it  is  estimated  that  the  acreage  will  be  doubled.  The  crop  for 
1914-15  (4,921,000  bushels,  against  5,886,000  in  1913-4 ,  8,000,000  in 
1912-13,  and  8,535,000  in  1911-12)  was  a  little  short  of  the  demand, 
owing  to  a  partial  drought  in  some  parts  of  the  Dominion.  The  aver- 
age acreage  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  240,000  acres,  with  an 
average  yield  of  29  bushels  per  acre.  Exports  of  wheat  for  several 
years  have  exceeded  l,OOO,O0<)  bushels. 

It  is  feared  that  there  will  be  a  serious  shortage  of  labor  to  take 
care  of  the  harvest.  Steps  are  now  being  taken  to  get  ready  for  this 
emergency.  It  would  seem  that  here  is  an  opening  for  the  sale  of 
the  most  up-to-date  labor-saving  harvesting  machinery.  Harvesters 
ar«  in  very  general  use,  but  there  may  be  other  labor-saving  devices 
jhat  mi^t  be  applicable. 
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iNCBEAsnra  pkodtjctioh  of  soinH  amebicait  wines. 

[Consul  Ceneral  Leo  3.  Kecna,  Valparaiso,  May  12.] 

The  decline  in  the  importance  of  the  Chilean  market  for  imported 
wines  and  liquors  has  been  due  in  part  to  general  financial  condi- 
tions and  partly  to  the  rapid  development  of  the  native  wine  in- 
dustry. Wine  culture  is  to-day  the  most  important  agricultural  in- 
terest of  Chile,  the  country  having  more  than  250,000  acres  of  vine- 
yard under  cultivation.  The  average  yearly  retam  is  estimated  at 
105,668,187  gallons. 
Talnes  and  Qnantitte*  of  Chilean  Exports  of  Wine. 

Chilean  wines  are  similar  to  the  Spanish  wines  of  Oporto,  Jerez, 
and  Malaga.  In  1913  Chilean  exports  of  wine,  with  their  values, 
were:  White  wine,  bottled,  241  dozen,  $1,407;  white  wine  in  bulk, 
1,078  gallons,  $595;  red  wine,  bottled,  5,109  dozen,  $22,304;  red  wine 
in  bulk,  53,802  gallons,  $26,114. 

Bolivia  has  been  the  principal  market  for  Chilean  wines;  Argen- 
tina and  Germany  the  next  best  customers.  For  some  months  the 
Government  has  been  actively  seeking,  through  its  diplomatic  and 
consular  representatives,  a  wider  market  for  Chilean  wines,  and 
from  the  reports  received  it  appears  probable  that  such  an  extended 
market  can  be  found  throughout  South  America. 
Importation*  of  Spanish  Types  of  Wiae. 

The  leading  Spanish  types  of  wine  imported  are  port,  sherry, 
Malaga,  and  Madeira.  These  wines  are  usually  sold  at  wholesale 
for  $13.87  to  $16.42  per  dozen  bottles.  They  are  ordinarily  sold 
direct  to  the  importer.  Very  few  table  wines  are  imported  other 
than  by  clubs  or  private  individuals. 

The  wholesale  price  of  champagne  is  $43.80  per  box  of  one  dozen 
bottles  of  0.21  gallon  each.  The  price  of  one  case  of  half  bottles  is 
$23.72  to  $25.55. 

All  bottled  wines  and  liquors  are  packed  in  boxes  containing  one 
dozen  bottles,  with  straw  or  fiber  wrappers  for  each  bottle.  The  bot- 
tles should  contain  from  0.16  to  0.20  gallon,  as  bottles  of  smaller 
size  are  not  assessed  by  actual  contents  of  each  bottle,  but  by  the 
number  of  bottles  not  less  than  0.16  gallon  to  which  the  contents 
may  be  equivalent. 
Llqnors  Sold  Direct  to  Importer. 

Practically  all  liquors  are  sold  by  direct  sale  to  the  importer. 
Import  duties  are:  Spirits  of  wine,  liquors,  brandies,  sweet  or  bit- 
ter, in  bottles — a  specific  duty  of  $5.48  per  dozen  bottles;  in  other 
receptacles,  specific  duty  of  $0.55  for  each  liter  (0.26  gallon) ;  bitter 
alcohol,  in  bottles,  a  specific  duty  of  $4.38  per  dozen  bottles;  in 
other  receptacles,  a  specific  duty  of  $0.44  per  liter  (0.26  gallon) ; 
beer,  in  bottles,  a  specific  duty  of  $1.10  for  each  dozen  bottles;  m 
other  receptacles,  a  specific  dut^  of  $0.11  for  each  liter;  wine  (in 
bottles),  red  and  white,  a  specific  duty  of  $4.38  per  dozen;  in  other 
receptacles,  a  specific  duty  of  $0.44  per  liter. 

Imported  alcohols  pay  an  internal-revenue  tax  amoimting  to  10 
per  cent  of  the  duty  in  addition  to  the  10  per  cent  surtax  of  the  duty 
on  all  goods  paying  specific  duty. 
Wines  and  Uqnors  Imported — Countries  of  Origin. 

Imports  of  wines  and  liquors  during  1913,  with  their  values,  were: 
Bum,  280  gallons,  $774;  10,091  bottles,  $7,367;  sherry,  101,748  bot- 
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ties,  $92,845;  4,852  gallons,  $16,137;  cognac,  729  gallons,  $2,017; 
gin,  84,914  bottles,  $61,974;  11  gallons,  $32;  port,  232,478  bottles, 
$212,136;  7,457  gallons,  $25,790;  vermouth,  259,084  bottles, 
$236,414;  32  gallons,  $11;  whisky,  410,152  bottles,  $299,411;  3,702 
gallons,  $10,231;  beer,  2,733  gallons,  $2,272;  champagne,  219,156 
bottles,  $199,961. 

Chief  countries  of  origin  were:  Rum,  France  and  United  King- 
dom; sherry,  Spain  and  United  Kingdom;  cognac,  France  and 
Spain;  gin,  United  Kingdom  and  Germany;  port,  Portugal,  Spain, 
United  Kingdom,  and  France;  vermouth,  Italy,  France,  and  United 
Kingdom;  whisky.  United  Kingdom,  United  States,  and  France; 
be«r,  Germany  and  United  Kingdom;  champagne,  France,  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  and  Belgium. 

[Lists  of  the  principal  importers  and  dealers  in  wines  and  liquors 
at  Valparaiso  and  Santiago,  Chile,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

[Vice  Consal  Eli  Taylor,  Buenos  Aires,  May  14.] 
Viniculture  One  of  Argentina's  Important  Industries. 

The  production  of  wine  in  Argentina  is  one  of  the  most  important 
industries  of  the  country.  It  has  been  steadily  increasing  in  volume 
year  by  year.  In  1895  the  total  output  was  12,625,000  gallons;  in 
1905,  40,000,000;  in  1910,  85,820,000;  and  in  1913  the  record  produc- 
tion of  110,000,000  gallons  was  reached. 

The  grape-growing  district  of  Argentina  is  situated  throughout 
the  northern  Provinces.  The  Province  of  Mendoza  produces  about 
80  per  cent  of  the  total  output.  The  Province  of  San  Juan  in  1913 
was  second,  with  an  output  of  16,600,000  gallons ;  then  follow  in  rela- 
tive importance  the  Provinces  of  Entre  Rios,  Salta,  Catamarca,  Cor- 
doba, Rioja;  Buenos  Aires,  etc. 

In  1913  there  were  established  3,653  "  bodegas,"  or  wine-making 
plants,  of  w^liich  2,783  were  in  active  operation  during  that  year. 
Mendoza  had  997  and  336  were  in  San  Juan.  The  total  consumption 
of  grapes  was  732,178  metric  tons,  giving  a  yield  of  110,000,000  gal- 
lons, or  68.8  per  cent. 
Wine  Produced  in  Art^entina  of  Common  Variety. 

Practically  all  of  the  wine  produced  in  Argentina  is  of  a  conmion 
variety,  and  for  table  use  only.  The  average  cost  of  this  wine,  in 
casks  and  placed  on  cars  at  Mendoza,  is  $0,093  to  $0,101  United 
I^tates  currency  per  liter  (liter =1.056  quarts).  Common  table  wine 
of  French  manufacture,  on  board  ship  at  Buenos  Aires,  costs  $0.11 

fer  liter;  the  same  grade  of  Spanish  wines,  $0.0848  per  liter,  and 
talian  wines  $0,139  per  liter.  Adding  to  this  the  customhouse  duty, 
which  is  $0.0764  United  States  currency  per  liter,  the  cost  of  these 
wines,  upon  being  dispatched  from  the  customhouse,  would  be: 
French  wines,  $0,186  per  liter;  Spanish,  $0,161  per  liter;  and  Italian 
wines,  $0,215  per  liter. 

The  exportation  of  Argentine  wines  is  very  limited,  amounting  to 
39,306  quarts  in  1913.  Of  this,  about  half  went  to  Paraguay,  and 
the  remainder  to  Uruguay,  Brazil,  etc. 

The  remainder  of  the  Argentine  production  is  consumed  locally. 
Of  late  years,  however,  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  large  wine 
manufactarers  to  improve  the  quality  of  their  products,  and  in  this 
ieq>ect  they  have  been  meeting  with  fair  success.    However,  the 
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greater  portion  of  the  production  is  of. a  cheap  quality,  and  at  the 
command  of  the  most  humble  families. 
Superior  Grade  of  Beer  frodneed. 

The  production  of  beer  is  also  important,  and  the  quality  is  re- 
ported to  be  of  a  superior  grade.  There  are  three  large  breweries 
in  Buenos  Aires,  the  annual  sales  of  which,  combined,  approximate 
$2,320,000  United  States  currency.  Several  other  large  plants  near 
Buenos  Aires  find  in  that  city  the  greater  part  of  their  market. 
These,  with  other  breweries  in  various  cities,  have  a  combined  annual 
business  of  $8,000,000  to  $10,000,000  United  States  currency. 

The  total  population  of  Argentina  is  estimated  to  be  between 
8,000,000  and  9,000,000  inhabitants,  of  which  1,550,000  are  in  the 
city  of  Buenos  Aires.  Italian,  Spanish,  and  French  i>eople  form  a 
very  large  percentage  of  the  population. 

Imports  of  Wine  for  Two  Years  Compared. 

The  foreign  wine  trade  here  is  in  the  hands  of  large  importing 
houses  which  generally  maintain  buying  offices  in  the  principal 
wine-producing  centers  of  Europe.  These  are  all  old-established 
firms  well  known  in  the  local  trade.  The  imports  for  1913  and  1914 
were: 


Kinds  o(  wins. 

1103 

1914 

Kinds  ol  wine. 

19U 

1914 

83,8» 

30,107 

Absinthe    (in     casks) 

Jerei do.... 

7,808 

2,825 

quarts.. 

19,024 

9,286 

T«m  (In  oaks).. .quarts.. 

83, 7M 

34,599 

Anise dot.  bottles.. 

33,766 

2^330 

Oporto doi.  bottles.. 

28,163 

6,874 

Anise  (in  casks) .  .quarts. . 

6,817 

3,481 

Oporto  (in  csskg).quarts. . 
Vcnnoutii..  .dot.  iMttles. . 

323,904 

94,821 

Bitters     (Angostura) 

840,800 

512,623 

doi.  bottles.. 

610 

155 

Vermouth    (in    casks) 

Bitters,       otliers 

quarts.. 

75,058 

13,952 

dot.  bottles.. 

347,270 

143,930 

Sparklln  g    win  os 

Cognac do.... 

78,593 

30,073 

doi.botUas.. 

25,418 

12,022 

C<«nao  (in  casks)  .quarts. . 

935,775 

314,514 

Hedlcinal  wines.... do.... 

45,800 

24,484 

Gin dot.  bottles.. 

78,455 

49,173 

Quinine  wines,  including 

Oln  (in  casks)  . . .  quarts. . 

400,482 

158, 4£0 

byrrh doi.  bottles. . 

H887 

32,570 

Liqueurs  (miscellaneous) 

Other  wines  in   botUes, 

dot.  bottles. . 

32,666 

13,106 

doten 

31,056 

16,801 

Rum do 

18,033 

4,U7 

Fine    table    wines    (In 

Rum  (in  casks).. quarts.. 

37,339 

12,401 

casks) quarts.. 

52,955 

23,366 

Whisky doi.  bottles. . 

87,655 

56,947 

Medium    quality    table 

Whisky(in  casks)  quarts. . 

70,700 

30,905 

wlnes(lncasks)  .quarts. . 

5,283,410 

3,749,795 

Beer doi.  bottles.. 

86,701 

49.019 

Common  table  wines  (In 

Beer  (in casks). .  .quarts. . 

183.075 

110, »» 

casks) quarts.. 

37,200,976 

25,270,149 

Dinger  ale. ..dot.  bottles.. 

14.100 

9,782 

Absinthe  . .  .dos.  bottles. . 

13,438 

5,819 

Cider do.... 

193,499 

106,057 



Chief  Conntries  Supplying  Wines  Imported. 

The  countries  of  origin  of  the  1914  imports  are  not  indicated  in 
any  of  the  official  returns  available  at  this  date.  Of  the  1913  trade 
France  practically  monopolized  that  in  champagne,  ranked  second 
in  supplying  vermouth  and  various  classes  of  wmes,  and  was  the  chief 
source  for  absinthe,  cognac,  bitters,  miscellaneous  liqueurs,  and  rum. 
Spain  contributed  nearly  all  of  the  jerez  and  of  the  quinine  wines; 
the  chief  supplies  of  medium  and  common  table  wines,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  Italy ;  practically  all  of  the  anise ;  was  second  to  France  in 
cognac ;  and  was  the  chiei  source  of  the  cider  supply.  Portugal  fig- 
ured largely  in  the  shipments  of  Oporto,  jerez,  and  fine  table  wines. 
Italy's  share  in  the  trade  included  large  quantities  of  vermouth, 
sparkling  wines,  medicinal  wines,  other  wines  in  bottles  and  casks, 
and  bitters.  Holland  was  the  chief  source  of  supply  for  gin,  the 
United  Kingdom  for  whisky,  ginger  ale,  and  beer  in  bottles,  and 
Germany  for  beer  in  casks. 
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The  oversea  exports  of  wool  from  Australasia  from  July,  1914,  to 
May  31, 1915,  during  the  current  and  previous  seasons  have  been  com- 
pared by  Dalgety  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Sydney,  as  follows: 


StatA. 

1914-15 

1913-14 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Victoria 

BttUi. 

374,595 

628,736 

231,448 

98,250 

R5.056 

17,382 

Bala. 
485,745 
838,748 
339,877 
151,822 
64,646 
21,398 

B(iie$. 

Balet. 
111,150 
210,010 
108,429 
53,572 

Nev  South  Wales 

Queensland 

SoaLb  Australia. 

Western  Australia 

410 

Tai^nuuila                   , 

3,438 



AiMtrali^p  f^tffl 

1,415,967 
548,311 

1,902,204 
633,793 

410 
14,518 

486,647 

N»  T>«l.nd 

Amtr^5iMi  totnl      . 

1,964,278 

2,435,997 

14,928 

486,617 

Ck)nsiderable  quantities  of  wool  grown  in  some  States  are  shipped 
from  others ;  therefore  the  above  figures  do  not  show  actual  produc- 
tion, but  total  over-sea  shipments. 

There  has,  therefore,  been  a  net  decrease  of  71,719  bales. 

laereaaed  Amerlcaa  Purchases  of  Anstralasiaa  Wool. 

Direct  imports  of  clothing  wool  into  the  United  States  from  Aus- 
tralasia during  the  five  fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  1914,  and  during 
the  11  months  ended  May  31, 1915,  have  been  as  follows : 


Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

IM^lO     

40,890,925 
11,127,064 
15,895,433 

110,448,015 
2,844,443 
3,773,762 

1912-13 

11,926,216 
28,531,567 
67,905,034 

$3,016,001 
7,050,734 
13,074,480 

1910-11        

1913-14 

1011-12 

1914-16  (11  months) 

The  bale  of  Australian  wool  ranges  in  weight  from  320  to  335 
pounds.  Taking  an  average  weight,  shipments  during  the  11  months 
ended  May  31,  1915,  therefore  totaled  160,000,000  pounds.  The 
United  States  shows  the  receipt  of  58,000,000  pounds  of  Australasian 
wool  during  the  same  period,  which  is  not  wholly  comparable,  as 
shipments  from  Australasia  during  May  would  probably  enter  this 
country  during  June.  However,  these  statistics  illustrate  the  marked 
growth  of  these  direct  American  purchases  of  wool  from  the  two 
island  Dominions,  which  have  more  sheep  than  any  other  countries 
of  the  world. 

COinSITIOH  OF  EGYPTIAN  COTTON  CBOP. 

[Consul  Arthur  Garrels,  Alexandria,  June  8.] 

According  to  the  Alexandria  General  Produce  Association  the 
temperature  in  the  Egyptian  cotton  districts  was  cool  during  this 
first  part  of  May  but  very  beneficial  during  the  latter  half ;  plants  are 
in  good  condition  and  looking  Well,  but  backward  in  comparison  to 
last  year.  Water  is  sufficient  and  in  some  parts  even  abundant.  Few 
worms  are  evident  in  certain  districts.  Locusts  still  abound  in  all 
Provinces,  but  in  lesser  quantities  than  previous  month.  Damage 
caused  so  far  is  insignificant,  owing  to  precautionary  measures  taken 
by  the  Government. 
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The  value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
Germany  during  the  month  of  May,  1915,  was  $3,172,630,  divided 
among  the  ports  as  follows: 


Port. 


CUcaeo 

Cleveland 

Los  Angeles.. 
PittsbWKb... 
Indianapolis . 
Milwaukee... 

Hartford 

Saviumab  ... 
Portland,  Ite 

Duluth 

Great  Falls.. 

Bocbester 

Galveston.... 
Ses  Uoines.. 

Louisville 

Omaba 

Itemptiis 


Value. 


{202,330 

53,S43 

9,435 

3,SM 

974 

5,M7 

24,258 

6,617 

29 

246 

17 

22,694 

9,467 

70 

7,640 

417 

540 


Port. 


St.  Paul 

St.  Louis 

Seattle 

San  Juan 

Honolulu 

New  Orleans 

Tampa 

Baltlmora 

Boston 

Pbiladelpbta 

Detroit 

Portland,  Oreg , 

San  Franeisea 

Newyorlci» 

Total,  U%y,  1915 
total,  May,  1914. 


Value. 


tlO,»5 

64,106 

3,676 

1,748 

783 

49,031 

66 

213,717 

88,401 

107,346 

6,940 

661 

3,005 

2,280,953 


3,172,630 
14,061,923 


•  Via  Rotterdam. 


Following  is  a  list  of  articles  showing  value  over  $10,000,  imported 
from  Germany  during  the  month  of  May,  1915: 


Article. 


t28,5A6 

Oxalic  acid 

14  658 

f^uselacld        

14.499 

82,687 

Clay 

112,117 

31,127 

Glass  and  glassware 

79,816 

Ualr  and  nuuiulactur^  of 

11, 373 

133,834 

Machinery,  and  parts  of 

105,307 

All  other  Iron  and  steel  and  manntac- 
tures  ol v 

70,243 

159,990 

76,324 

89,308 

AU  other  paper  and  manoloetures  of.. 

128,073 
28,555 
16,325 
12,470 

Wood  pulp,  chemically  bleached 

13,517 

Brushes,  feather  dusters,  etc 

10,136 

34,93C 

Clocks  and  watches,  and  parts  of. 

31,659 

Valus. 


Article. 


Cotton  laces 

Cotton  wearing  apparel 

Plushes,  etc 

AU  other  cotton,  manufactures  of 
Earthen,  stone,  and  cblna  ware. . . 
Feathers,  natural  and  artiflcial ... 

Fibers 

Gelatin,  and  manufactoresol 

Uetals,  and  manufactures  of 

Musical  instruments,  and  parts  of 

Paper  stocic,  crude 

Perfumeries , 

Precious  stones 

Silk  plushes,  etc 

Other  manufactures  of  silk 

Spirits,  wines,  etc 

Toys 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of 

Paints,  pigments,  etc 

All  other  articles 

Total 


Value. 


1190,660 
137, 188 
41,481 
102,686 
226,768 
27,669 
09,176 
24,996 
33,853 
66,767 
34,820 
12,613 
10,668 
161,617 
67.734 
17.000 
447,978 
19,111 
30, 7M 
37,560 
134,387 


3,172,630 


OBSEBVATION  WOBE  IN  LIGHTHOUSE  SEBVICE. 

At  the  request  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  the  Bureau  of 
Lighthouses  has  made  arrangements  for  making  slack-water  ob- 
servations during  July,  August,  and  September  on  certain  buoys  at 
the  entrances  to  Block  Island  Sound,  Fisliers  Island  Soimd,  and 
Long  Island  Sound,  including  two  buoys  established  especially  for 
the  purpose  at  the  expense  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  "rhese 
observations  are  desired  by  the  survey  for  use  in  publishing  mariners' 
tables  of  predicted  slack  waters  for  important  localities.  Arrange- 
ments were  also  completed  for  making  hourly  current  observations 
on  the  Ram  Island  Eeef  Light  Vessel  No.  23,  Connecticut,  for  the 
use  of  the  survey. 
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SHANGHAI'S  DOCK  FACIIJTIE8  AND  CHAEOES. 

[Vice  Consnl  Giutave  3.  Barrett,  Shanghai,  China,  May  10.] 

The  dry-docking  facilities  at  Shanghai  appear,  to  be  quite  ample 
to  accommodate  <he  vessels  .entering  tinis  port.  The  Shanghai  Dock 
&  Engineering  Co.  and  the  New  Engineering  &  Shipbuilding  Works 
(Ltd.),  in  addition  to  maintaining  dry  docks,  are  also  prepared  to 
tmdertake  any  kind  of  marine  construction  or  repair  work.  On 
account  of  the  narrowness  of  Slianghai's  upper  harbor  and  the  lack 
of  proper  wharfage  space  the  great  majority  of  vessels  calling  at 
this  port  anchor  in  the  stream  at  Woosung,  which  is  about  an  hour's 
ride  oy  steam  tender  from  Shanghai. 

Tonnage  dues  arc  levied  every  four  months.  These  entitle  a 
steamer  to  call  at  any  port  in  China  without  further  payment.  The 
rate  for  vessels  under  150  tons  register  is  about  $0.06  gold  per  ton  and 
for  those  over  150  tons  register  about  $0.24  gold  per  ton.  Pilotage 
is  not  compulsory. 

All  wharves  are  privately  owned.  Vessels  carrying  mixed  Chinese 
and/or  Japanese  cargoes  are  charged  approximately  $0.17  gold  per 
foot;  vessels  under  300  feet,  carrying  only  coal,  $36  United  States 
cold ;  and  vessels  over  300  feet  are  charged  at  the  rate  of  $0.19  per 
foot.  Over-sea  steamers  with  home  cargoes  are  charged  $0.19  per 
foot;  lorchas  (native-rigged  sailing  craft),  $28. 
StcTedoriiig  and  Lighterage  Charges. 

Vessels  from  foreign  ports  remaining  at  wharves  for  more  than 
five  days  wiU  i^cur  an  extra  charge  of  $28  United  States  gold  for 
the  first  day  and  $35  for  each  succeeding  day  or  part  thereof.  Coast- 
ing vessels  remaining  at  the  wharf  for  more  than  three  days  will 
incur  an  extra  charge  of  $17  for  the  first  and  $28  for  each  succeeding 
day  or  part  thereof.  Vessels  wishing  to  make  use  of  the  head  and 
stem  moorings  (privately  owned)  may  arrange  to  do  .so  at  a  cost  of 
$14  for  the  first  three  days  or  part  thereof  and  $2.75  for  each  suc- 
ceeding day  or  part  thereof. 

The  average  stevedoring  charges  for  vessels  loading  and  unloading 
outside  the  red  buoy  at  Woosung  are  about  $0.15  per  ton.  The 
lighterage  charges  from  Woosung  to  Shanghai  are  approximately 
$0.40  per  ton.  In  addition  to  these  charges  there  are  wharfage  ex- 
penses on  cargo  landed,  depending  on  the  size  and  weight  of  pack- 
ages, which  range  from  $0.03  per  package  upward. 

Shanghai  is  considered  the  most  important  transshipping  point  in 
the  Orient  for  cargo  moving  to  and  from  America  and  Europe,  and, 
during  normal  times,  cargo  space  has  proved  sufiicient  for  the  needs 
of  this  trade.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  present  war  importers  and 
exporters  have  been  seriously  inconvenienced  by  the  withdrawal  of 
many  merchant  vessels  from  service. 

Canal  Traffic  in  Hay. 

The  number  of  ocean-going  vessels  which  passed  through  the 
Panama  Canal  during  May  was  141.  This  is  more  than  used  the 
canal  during  any  preceding  month ;  the  previous  record  was  136  for 
March.  Cargo  passing  through  the  Canal  in  May  totaled  578,708 
tons,  which  exceeded  all  previous  months  except  March,  when  the 
cargo  trafiu;  amounted  to  685,057  tons. 
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The  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  was  completed  July  9  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  imports  and  exports  by 
great  groups  during  the  month  of  May  and  the  11  months  ending 
with  May,  1915,  are  presented  in  the  following  statement: 


Group. 


IfonthotUay— 


1914 


mi 


11  montbs  ending  with  Hay— 


1914 


ICIS 


Crude  materials  for  UM  In  manufietoriDg. , 
Foodstufla  in  erode  condition  and  lood  ani- 
mab 


Foodstuffs  parti/  or  wboUy  manubctured. 
Manufacturers  lor  furtl»r  use  in  manu- 

bcturlng 

Uanufactures  ready  for  consumption 

Uisceliaoeous 


t63, 978,328 

19,347,714 
23,179,797 

24,806,492 

32,932,144 

1,037,040 


167,274,023 

15,380,775 
30,481,992 

18,061,376 

20,434,321 

662,364 


1883,319,085 

229,517,(41 
199,831,107 

294,336,917 

413,603,033 

15,698,624 


S513,79S,081 

205,708,042 
256,414,873 

313,856,260 

313,612,329 

15,500,115 


Total  imports , 

KzroBTa. 

Crude  materials  for  use  in  mannfactnring. . 
Foodstufls   in  crude  condition  and  food 

animals 

Foodstuffs  partly  or  wholly  manufactured. 
Manufactures  for  lurtlier  use  bi  manubc- 

turing 

Manufactures  ready  for  consumption 

Miscellaneous 


164,281,515 


142,284,851 


1,736,396,207 


1,516,474,600 


37,816,086 

10,078,917 
20,117,749 

30,431,885 

68,563,302 

484,799 


44,337,418 

38,752,970 
40,828,391 

36,872,883 
97,546,042 
10,998,443 


759,872,343 

126,408.965 
372,765,411 

3^,982,683 

666,873,742 

6,725,422 


478,967,613 

481,110,384 
406,373,144 

317,216,854 

698,257.553 

70,117,866 


Total  domestic  exports.. 
Foreign  merchandise  exported. 


157,492,718 
4,239,901 


269,336,222 
4,881,930 


3,175,578,565 
31,928,539 


3,453,033,414 
48,008,610 


Total  exports. 


161.733,619 


274, 3U,  142 


2,297,507,104 


2,503,041,924 


The  increase  in  the  exports  for  May,  1915,  in  the  item  miscel- 
laneous to  a  total  of  nearly  $11,000,000  arises  from  the  exportation 
ojf  horses  in  that  month  to  the  value  of  18,169,267  and  of  mules  to 
the  value  of  12,705,827.  The  total  value  of  horses  exported  during 
the  11  months  ended  May  31,  1915,  was  $55,953,115;  of  mules, 
$10,183,841;  and  of  seeds,  $3,712,036. 
Impoits  and  exports  by  grand  divisions  and  countries. 

Details  showing  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  from  and 
exported  to  each  of  the  principal  countries  during  May  and  the  11 
months  ended  with  May,  1915,  compared  with  corresponding  periods 
of  the  preceding  year,  have  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  as  follows: 


Countries. 

Month  of  May- 

11  months  ended  with  May— 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

IUP0ET3  FROM— 

Grand  dtrlskms: 

£urop6 

870,464,347 

39,321,736 

20,112,718 

27,043,766 

4.936,876 

2,403,073 

142,274,452 
60,252,243 

19,084,507 
19,689,772 
8,110,867 
2,863,010 

t826,C02,74S 
382,953,168 
£06, 558. 793 
305,693,306 
38,030,481 
17,659,651 

1569,740,723 

423,017,821 

South  America  ......••.•.■.•>■.•...... 

235,279.174 

Asia 

321,054,998 

47,006,123 

Africa          

20,375,703 

Total 

164,381,515 

143,284,851 

1,736,396,207 

1,516,474,600 
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CoontriM. 


UonthofUsy- 


1914 


ItlS 


11  montlu  ended  with  Uay— 


1914 


191S 


mrOBTS  TSOM' 

Principal  countries: 

Austria-Bangary 

Bel^um 

France  

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Momi'ay 

Russia  in  Europe 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom 

Canada  

ICexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Braia 

China 

India.  Brltisli 

Japan 

AtutraUa 

KzroBis  TO- 

Oiand  division!: 

Europe 

Nortn  America 

Soatb  America 

Asia 

Oceania 

Alrka 

Total 

Principal  ootmtrles: 

Anatrla-HaiigarT 

Belgian] 

France 

Oermaby 

Italy 

Netberlands.... 

Norway 

Russia  in  Europe 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom 

Canada  

Uexico 

Cnba 

Argentina 

Braifl 

China.- 

India,  Britiib 

Japan 

Australia 


I1.859,«>4 

3,  ia".fi63 

7.772,IX)2 
14.661.923 
4,801.348 
3,164,762 

S02.  nes 

2,013.042 

Mi*.  306 

25. 207, 104 

13,431.181 

6,895.899 

H,63«.;iS5 

0,  lli7,'.«l 

7,643,798 

3,791,018 

7.437,740 

9,293,209 

1,665,998 


t449.g2S 

117,917 

5,394,430 

3,172,630 

4,403,833 

2,447,859 

460,480 

46,348 

,028, 317 

21,766,256 

11,598,671 

8,247.684 

25. 1  lie.  048 

5,1(7,898 

6,  1  re,  708 

5,263,616 

2.238,040 

7.962.591 

6,378,942 


$IS.  79.';.  Wl 

37.e0.i,  178 

132,OS7,  131 

175.0iJ,',27 

.51. 317, '57 

33.>.:,   OT 

8..'il0,n22 

19.S70.  267 

11. 37.-.  786 

aw,  l«2. 1 41 

14>.  413.312 

^4.377.1D4 

111    : !  ,  -34 

;      :        19 

■■■. .■■■:.  i67 

3Ci,334.  123 

6K,319.,'vS2 

SI9.t<5«.22a 

15.74->,..44 


94,460,8$S 
42,592,244 
10,304,300 
6,451,038 
6,129,143 
1,905,037 


201,140,155 
41,834,628 
11,976,058 
9,559,854 
7,426,375 
2,281,072 


1,396,187,935 
486,451,289 
116,966,423 
106,173,267 
76,130,706 
25,597,485 


161,733,619 


374,218,143 


3,»7,507,104 


1,471,381 

4,237,000 
9,044,818 
19. 2<ri,  126 
4, 4.89, 779 
8,179.071 
1,W>.945 
2, 19i;,  267 
1,427,256 
37. 725,  :34 
20, 5.S.5, 307 
1.199,357 
.1, 2fi3,  S81 
2,82S.:i99 
2,  4's6.  436 
2,131,909 
818,440 
1,773,075 
4,137,450 


20,343 

868,541 

49.713,434 

400 

11,4X3.,346 
12.921.1185 
2. 072,, TO 
6. 718,. -,28 
4,343,:i07 
98,  IKS.  .848 
25,563.835 
3, 010. 1114 
7,111.-373 
5.  4. '3. 898 
2, 3H1,  l'06 
2,147.144 
774. 797 
3.  7IM,  rg} 
4,688,897 


2i,'.;vi,i87 
:,,;>•:■■: /ao 

I,i2.'.ti!.s91 

328,115.430 

6.8,529,442 

10l,4<i9.703 

8.599.995 

2s.  487. 135 

13..V.).-.379 

5.57, 837.. -21 

316,48.'..  133 

*).2.-|l.  ,37 

63,  .W.-. ',142 

42. .854. -00 

28, 229.  106 

22.369.621 

9,738,996 

49.. 534.. ',59 

41,7^0,627 


•9,568,185 

10,171,143 

71,807,821 

89,544,821 

49,584,734 

29,908,684 

10, 205, 908 

2, 364, 192 

10,818,068 

333,217,564 

144,708,832 

69.286,453 

163,  S70, 507  . 

66,136,353 

90,67.1,050 

35,989,86i 

44,403,024 

91,376,846 

20,935,463 


1,789, 94.1, 096 
430,443,395 
85,679,867 
100,819.103 
68,229.948 
35,084,536 


2,500,041,924 


1,340,167 

19,078,569 

326,289,744 

28,«11,587 

169,636,810 

135,615,257 

37,967,485 

33,560,068 

16,254,370 

823,611,409 

271,130,681 

30,260,273 

68,595,115 

27,299,306 

22,416,477 

14,622,675 

10, 499, 784 

37,004,432 

37,962,463 


WOSKSHOFS  IS  FHILIFFINES  DESTBOTED. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  May  20.] 

The  workshops  of  Bilibid  Prison  were  partially  destroyed  by  fire 
on  May  19, 1915;  damage  $25,000.  One  building  constructed  of  Ore- 
gon pine,  150  feet  long  and  30  feet  wide,  containing  the  automobile 
paint  shop,  dry  kiln,  and  boiler  room  was  practically  a  total  loss. 
In  it  and  destroyed  with  it  were  the  No.  1  automobile  of  the  Governor 
General,  a  car  belonging  to  the  fire  chief,  an  automobile  belonging  to 
the  Bureau  of  Public  Works,  a  large  number  of  carromatas  of  private 
individuals,  a  large  stock  of  34-inch  slabs  of  narra  wood  for  the  manu- 
facture of  furniture  for  export  to  the  United  States,  and  a  stock  of 
hickory  for  the  manufacture  of  spokes  for  vehicles,  the  only  hickory 
in  the  islands. 
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FOBEIGir  TEADE  OFPOBTlTinTIES. 

Reserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barcsa  and  Its  braaelt  office*.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  number  gtren. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  17468. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Ehigland  reports  that 
a  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  indigo  and  white  dlscliurge 
prints  in  large  quantities. 

Refrigerators,  No.  17469. — ^A  business  ninn  in  Brazil  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manu- 
facturers of  household  refrigerators.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  should 
be  sent  at  once.    He  will  pay  cash  with  order.    References  are  given. 

Lighting  system.  No.  17470. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  a  British  posses- 
sion writes  that  a  demand  is  being  made  that  the  system  for  lighting  pas- 
senger coaches  on  (he  state  railways  by  gas  be  changed  to  electricity  in 
the  interest  of  the  traveling  public.  The  consular  officer  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  an  official  of  the  railroad  who  may  be  addressed  relative 
to  this  opportunity. 

Cement,  No.  17471. — A  business  man  in  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  Is  starting  a  cement-block  factory  and  desires  to  import  about 
300  barrels  of  cement  per  month.    References  are  given. 

VaUs,  wire  and  wrought-iron,  No.  17472. — ^A  firm  in  Canada  desires  to  be  put  In 
touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  nails,  wire  and  wrought-iron,  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  The  firm  states  that  it  now  has  a  large  order  for  nails  to 
be  shipped  to  the  Orient  and  will  have  further  orders,  if  satisfactory  quo- 
tations can  be  secured.    Reference  is  given. 

Tops,  No.  17473. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  states  that  a  merchant 
in  his  district  desires  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of  toys. 
Catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once.  He  states  that  he  will 
pay  cash  with  order.    References  are  given. 

Underwear  and  hosiery.  No.  17474. — A  manufacturer's  agent  in  Ireland  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  fleeced  underwear,  and  lisle  and  silk  hosiery  for  women, 
with  a  view  to  selling  these  goods  on  a  commission  basis.  Reference  is 
given.  The  man  states  that  he  has  been  In  this  line  of  business  for  21 
years. 

Tioine  and  cotton  yarn.  No.  17475.— A  firm  in  Argentina  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  receive  samples  of  twine  for  sewing  Jute 
and  cotton  bags,  also  cotton  yarn.  Samples  should  be  accompanied  by 
full  information  relative  to  prices,  etc.  Corresiwndence  should  be  In 
Spanish.    Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Builders'  hardware,  hath  tubs,  etc..  No.  17476.— A  firm  in  New  Zealand  writes 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  builders'  hard- 
ware, bath  tubs,  plumbing  supplies,  gas  pipes,  etc.  Quotations  should  be 
made  f.  o.  b.  steamer,  port  of  shipment.  It  is  stated  that  the  firm  is 
prepared  to  pay  cash. 

Machinery,  No.  17477.— A  representative  of  a  sawmill  in  India  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication 
with  American  manufacturers  of  machines  for  hauling  timber  from  forests. 
Illustrated  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  Information  relative  to  terms 
of  sale,  etc.,  should  be  forwarded  at  once.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Electric  meters.  No.  17478. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports 
that  an  electric  power  company  In  his  district  is  in  need  of  meter  clocks 
which  will  automatically  charge  power  to  the  consumer  at  the  regular 
lighting  rate  during  the  rush  ^period  and  at  a  reduced  rate  for  cooking 
purposes  at  other  times.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 
The  Canadian  customs  tarifC  on  electric  meter  clocks  Is  35  per  cent  ad 
valorem. 

Bope,  paint,  etc..  No.  17479. — A  merchant  in  Brazil  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of 
manlla  and  linen  rope  and  makers  of  liquid  oxide  of  zinc  paint  for  alilps. 
References  are  given. 
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Store  e^ipment,  labor-»avi>(0  detHcet,  etc^  No.  17480. — ^A  British  trareling 
salesman  and  organiser,  who  is  now  In  Canada,  has  informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  lie  wishes  to  correspond  with  Amerijran  manufacturers 
with  a  view  to  securing  a  selling  agency  in  Great  Britain  for  store-equip- 
ment specialties,  inbor-savlng  devices,  domestic  novelties,  and  other  Ameri- 
can products.    Reference  Is  given. 

Glove*,  mitt*,  etc.  No.  17481. — A  Arm  of  manufacturer's  agents  and  commission 
merchants  in  Canada  writes  an  American  consular  ofilcer  that  it  desires 
to  obtain  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  men's  heavy  working  leather  gloves, 
mitts,  and  gauntlets  made  of  sheepskin,  muleskln,  pigskin,  horsehtde,  and 
buck,  lined  and  unllned.  The  firm  states  that  it  desires  samples  not  later 
than  September  1. 

Blevntora,  etc..  No.  17482. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that 
many  new  houses  and  buildings  are  being  constructed  in  his  district,  and 
he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  for  elevators  of  simple 
mechanism. 

Refrigerator*,  No.  17483. — ^A  firm  of  hardware  dealers  in  England  writes  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists, 
etc.,  of  small  domestic  refrigerators,  oak  finish  or  Wliite  enamel. 

Slate  pencUa,  No.  17484. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  has  requested  him  to  obtain  prices,  samples,  etc,  of 
slate  pencils.  The  firm  intends  to  purchase  a  large  supply  In  the  near 
future. 

Qeiteral  representation,  No.  17485. — ^A  business  man  in  Argentina  writes  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  he  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  desire  to  sell  to  the  markets 
of  that  country.  He  states  that  be  can  furnish  good  reference.  He  does 
not  specify  any  particular  line. 

Stationery,  paint*,  etc..  No.  17486. — ^A  business  man  in  Kussia  has  requested  an 
American  consular  officer  to  place  him  in  communication  with  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  stationery  supplies ;  cutlery  and  small  tools ;  paints, 
oils,  and  varnishes;  hosiery  and  underwear,  etc.  Weights,  measures,  etc., 
dionld  be  stated  in  Rusdan  equivalents.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f. 
Vladivostok.  References  are  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English, 
but  is  preferred  in  Russian. 

Metal  l>oolt  marker*.  No.  17487. — A  firm  of  commercial  stationers  in  England 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  metal 
signals  for  card  and  ledger  indexing,  similar  to  the  samples  which  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch 
offices. 

Sulphurou*  acid.  No.  17488. — ^The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  foreign  consular  officer  In  New 
York  City  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  sulphurous  acid  (SO2). 
A  copy  of  the  letter  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  branch 
offices. 

Canva*  mail  sacks.  No.  17489. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Honduras  trans- 
mits a  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  canvas  mail  sacks. 
A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  branch 
offices. 

Copper  tube*,  bar*,  etc..  No.  17490. — One  of  the  commercial  attaches  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  In  Spain  transmits  a  report  relative  to  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  sale  of  copper  tubes  nud  bars.  A  copy  of  his  report  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Bardware,  etc..  No.  17491. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Ireland  reports 
that  one  of  the  largest  hardware  and  timber  companies  in  his  district  de- 
sires to  receive  the  names  and  nddres-ses  of  American  manufacturers  of 
steel  Joists,  wood  and  sine  washboards,  wood  chums,  wire  nails,  rrheel- 
barrows,  handles,  and  hay  rakes  of  wood  and  of  iron.  It  is  stated  that  the 
firm  is  prepared  to  place  large  ordera 

Automobile*  and  tool*,  etc..  No.  17492. — A  business  man  In  the  Netherlands 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  direct  offers 
tor  small  4-cylinder  automobile  motors  with  a  bore  of  about  00  mm.  and 
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a  stroke  of  about  100  mm.,  complete  with  carbureter  and  Jgnitioii  suitable' 
for  a  power  unit  In  a  cycle  car.  The  man  states  that  tf  the  prices  are 
suitable  he  will  make  a  contract  for  a  regular  yearly  supply. 

Road  and  grading  machincri/,  No.  17493. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Wales 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues, 
price  lists,  etc.,  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  all  kinds  of 
road  and  grading  machinery.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  L  f .  destina- 
tion, If  possible,  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Reference  is  given. 

Tops,  No.  17404. — A  firm  in  Siberia  writes  an  American  consular  ofDcer  that  it 
desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  from  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  toys,  which  are  desired  for  the  Christmas  trade  this  year. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Quotations  should  be  made  c  L  f. 
destination  and  be  giren  in  Russian  currency  if  possible. 

Refrigerators  and  hardware.  No.  17405. — A  company  in  Russia  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  flrst-class 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  refrigerators,  hardware,  belting,  ■ 
chemicals,  etc.,  hoisting  machines  cranes,  and  derricks.  It  is  stated  that 
the  manager  of  the  foreign  purcliasing  department  of  the  coihpony  Is  about 
to  proceed  to  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  placing  large  orders.  Refer- 
ences are  given. 

Printing  paper,  etc..  No.  17406. — ^A  sales  agent  in  France  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
printing  pai^er,  cardboard,  envelopes,  etc.,  and  varnish  for  the  manufacture 
of  transparent  paper  for  window  signs.  Correspondence  should  be  con- 
ducted in  French.  Weights,  measurements,  etc,  should  be  stated  in  the 
metric  system.  Quotations  ^ould  be  made  c.  L  f .  French  porta  Bank  ref- 
erences are  offered. 

Meat  and  food  choppers.  No.  17407. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
has  been  requested  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manu- 
facturers of  meat  and  food  choppers.  Correspondence  should  be  conducted 
in  French.    Prices  should  be  quoted  in  fi'uucs  for  goods  c.  i.  f.  destination. 

White  lead  and  its  compounds.  No.  17498. — ^A  wholesale  druggist  in  an  insular 
possession  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive 
offers  from  American  exiiorters  of  white  lead  and  its  compounds.  Corre- 
spondence Is  desired  in  Spanish,  but  may  be  in  English  or  French. 

Oelatine,  No.  17400. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that  a 
firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  from  American  makers  of 
thick  and  thin  sheet  gelatine. 


PAPAYA  PEPSnr  IN  THE  phutppdtes. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  corrcspondeBt,  Haolla,  May  20.] 

An  effort  is  bein^  made  to  develop  in  the  Philippine  Islands  an 
industry  in  the  dried  juice  of  the  papaya  (Carica  papaya)  for 
medicinal  use  as  a  substitute  for  pepsin.  The  preparation  of  this 
product  is  represented  by  the  Bureau  of  Health  officials,  who  are 
endeavoring  to  stimidate  its  production,  as  very  simple.  The  fruit 
is  hung  above  a  bowl,  and  longitudinal  cuts  are  made  in  the  fruit 
from  which  the  juice  drips,  hardening  soon  after  falling  in  the  bowl. 
After  being  thoroughly  dried  in  the  sun  it  is  put  in  sealed  cartons  for 
shipment.  Papayas  may  be  grown  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
islands.  The  native  variety  is  small  compared  with  the  Hawaiian 
variety  which  has  been  introduced  and  is  now  grown  extensively  for 
the  table. 

[Considerable  of  the  American  and  European  supply  of  "  papain," 
the  extract  of  the  papaya,  is  derived  from  the  island  of  Ceylon. 
"  The  production  and  uses  of  papain  in  Ceylon  "  was  fully  described 
in  daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  May  17,  1913,  and  Apr. 
16, 1914.] 
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VESSELS  ABMITTED  TO  AMEBICAH  BEOISTBT. 

During  the  week  ended  July  10, 1915,  there  was  admitted  to  Ameri- 
can  registry,  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  one  vessel,  the  bark 
PaoUna,  1,337  gross  tons,  formerly  the  Italian  bark  Paolina.  This 
vessel  is  now  owned  by  Edward  L.  Whitney,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  is 
to  engage  in  the  freight  service. 

To  date  the  total  number  of  vessels  admitted  under  the  above'cited 
act  is  151,  with  a  gross  tonnage  of  530,361. 


SUAU  DEMAin)  FOB  EXPLOSIVES  IN  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  May  10.] 

As  there  are  no  mining  industries  in  the  Port  Limon  district  and 
no  construction  of  roads  or  other  public  works  where  blasting  is 
necessary,  the  railways  are  the  chief  users  of  explosives,  their  foreign 
purchases  averaging  about  $8,000  a  year.  Gunpowder  and  ammuni- 
tion for  hunting  are  also  imported  in  small  quantities.  [The  names 
of  the  importing  firms  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oflSces.] 


BAILBOAD  CONSTBTTCTION  AT  NIOHT  IN  AFBICA. 

Railroad  construction  at  night  is  made  possible,  says  a  scientific 
journal,  by  the  use  of  a  freight  car  as  a  lighting  plant.  Projecting 
from  a  tower  built  at  one  end  of  the  car  is  a  light  arm  that  extends 
far  out  over  the  track.  At  the  extreme  end  of  this  arm  two  search- 
lights are  placed,  while  other  lamps  are  located  at  intervals  along  the 
arm.  By  means  of  this  arrangement  plenty  of  light  can  be  shed  upon 
the  portion  of  the  track  that  the  arm  overhangs,  while  beams  of  tho 
searchlights  can  be  cast  ahead  where  the  work  of  preparing  the  road- 
bed is  under  way.  The  lighting  plant  permits  of  carrying  on  work  in 
the  cool  hours  while  the  torrid  sun  is  below  the  horizon. 
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ONTABIO  HAS  MOSEBN  &EF0BMATO&T  AT  GITEIPH. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drcher,  Toronto,  Canada,  Jane  25.] 

When  the  Province  of  Ontario,  which  has  always  shown  a  pro- 
gressive public  spirit,  decided  to  establish  the  Ontario  Agricultural 
College  at  Guelph  in*  1874,  a  commission  was  sent  to  study  the  oldest 
agricultural  college  in  the  United  States,  that  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  foimded  at  Lansing  in  1857.  Again,  when  the  Province 
decided  upon  the  establishment  of  a  reformatory  for  prisoners,  to 
take  the  place  of  the  old-fashioned  prison,  a  commission  was  sent 
to  the  United  States  to  study  the  general  question  of  prison  labor. 
On  the  report  of  that  commission,  the  provincial  parliament  de- 
cided to  establish  a  reformatory,  and  the  architect  selected  was  in- 
structed to  visit  leading  institutions  with  a  view  to  preparing  plans 
for  buildings  in  accord  with  modem  thought  and  requirements  re- 
garding prison  labor. 

Farm  Adapted  to  Field  Crops,  Fruit  Xalsing,  and  Dairying. 

A  farm  comprising  850  acres  of  land  near  the  city  of  Guelph, 
adapted  to  various  held  crops,  fruit  growing,  and  dairying,  was 
purchased  and  the  work  of  building  the  reformatory  was  begun  in 
1910,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  the  Provincial 
Secretary  of  Ontario.  The  administration  building,  connecting  link, 
guard  tower,  and  machine  shop  are  built  of  limestone  quarried  on 
the  premises.  All  other  buildings  are  of  reinforced  concrete  skeleton 
structural  tile,  which  is  the  first  of  the  kind  manufactured  in  the 
Province,  and  has  been  made  W  the  inmates  from  cement,  sand, 
and  crushed  stone  found  on  the  farm. 

The  kitchen  building,  which  contains  the  kitchen,  bakery,  cold- 
storage  rooms,  and  a  dining  room  with  a  seating  capacity  of  750 
men,  is  remarkable  for  its  completeness  and  sanitary  arrangements. 

Institutions  Under  Provincial  Secretary. 

The  public  institutions  under  the  administration  of  the  provincial 
secretary  consist  of  10  hospitals  for  the  insane,  feeble-minded,  and 
epileptic,  the  Ontario  reformatory,  the  Mercer  reformatory,  the  in- 
dustrial farm  of  1,000  acres  at  Fort  William,  and  the  industrial  farm 
of  30,000  acres  at  Burwash,  25  miles  south  of  Sudbury,  in  northern 
Ontario.  In  addition  to  all  these,  there  is  being  erected  at  Whitby, 
in  Ontario  County,  on  a  farm  of  650  acres,  one  of  the  largest  hos- 
pitals for  the  insane  in  the  Province.  It  will  be  so  constructed  as  to 
conform  to  the  latest  and  best  methods  of  treating  mentally-deranged 
patients  in  the  hospital  and  on  the  farm.  The  total  number  of  in- 
mates in  the  institutions  supported  by  the  Province  is  9,200.    . 

In  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  the  provincial  secretary,  that  so  far 
as  possible  all  goods  consumed  in  these  public  institutions  should  be 
manufactured  at  the  reformatory,  a  machine  shop,  a  woolen  mill, 
tailor  shop,  shoe  shop,  broom  factory,  lime  kiln,  plaster  plant,  stone 
crusher,  clay-products  plant,  hydrator,  creamery,  and  abattoir  are 
now  being  operated. 

The  woodworking  shop,  which  obtains  lumber  from  the  industrial 
farms  at  Fort  William  and  Burwash,  where  timber  is  abundant, 
manufactures  furniture^  doors,  sadi,  and  trimmings,  and  animals 
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raised  on  those  farms  are  sent  to  the  reformatory's  abattoir  for 
slaughter.    The  machine  shop  manufactures  hospital  beds,  tables,  and 
other  metal  furniture  for  hospitals. 
Prodnets  TTsed  la  Pnbllo  Bnlldlngs  Erected. 

The  products  of  these  various  industries  are  being  used  in  the 
construction  of  many  of  the  buildings  erected  by  the  Province,  and 
in  institutions  aided,  as  well  as  those  supported,  by  public  appro- 
priations. 

In  the  Quelph  Eeformatory  there  are  now  350  inmates,  but  this 
number  will  soon  be  increased  to  550.  If  necessary,  the  capacity 
of  the  institution  may  easily  be  increased  to  accommodate  760  men. 
With  the  great  diversity  of  work  in  industrial  operations  and  in 
farming,  with  all  its  branches,  there  is  employment  suited  to  the 
various  inclinations  and  aptitudes  of  the  complex  element  which 
composes  the  usual  reformatory  population. 

The  prisoners  lead  a  much  more  wholesome  life  on  this  reforma- 
tory farm  than  would  be  possible  in  the  jails  hitherto  in  use  in  On- 
tario. Everything  reasonable  is  done  for  the  physical  comfort  of 
the  men,  who  are  allowed  the  utmost  practicable  liberty.  Steady 
employment  under  improved  regulations  can  not  fail  to  affect  favor- 
ably the  social  life  and  moral  character  of  these  men,  who  will  thus 
become  better  fitted  for  useful  citizenship  when  they  are  set  at 
liberty. 

ITALIAN  BLOCKADE  IN  THE  ADBIATIC. 

In  a  telegram  dated  July  7,  1915,  the  American  Ambassador  at 
Rome  reports  that  he  has  been  informed  by  the  Italian  Government 
that  from  July  6  the  blockade  declared  by  it  on  the  26th  and  28th  of 
last  May  has  been  extended  to  all  zones  of  the  Adriatic  Sea  north 
of  the  Ime  Otranto  Aspri  Kuga  (Strade  Bianche).  Navigation  in 
this  sea  north  of  this  line  is  considered  forbidden  to  all  merchant 
vessels  of  all  countries.  A  safe  convoy  will  be  delivered  by  the 
Ministry  of  War  or  by  its  agents  to  ships  wishing  to  enter  ports  on 
the  Adriatic  Sea  belonging  to  or  occupied  by  Italy  or  Montenegro. 
Such  ships  should  go  to  the  port  of  Gallipoli  where  they  will  receive, 
after  verification  by  the  local  maritime  authorities,  a  safe  convoy  for 
entering  the  Adriatic.  Ships  wishing  to  leave  the  zone  oi"  blockade 
should,  after  having  received  a  permit  from  the  authorities  of  the 
port  of  departure,  go  to  Bari  where  a  safe  convoy  for  leaving  will 
be  given  them.  Ships  furnished  with  a  safe  convoy  should  not  present 
themselves  before  the  line  of  blockade  (Otranto  Aspri  Buga  Strade 
Bianche)  except  during  the  day.  They  should  anchor  on  this  line 
at  a  distance  not  greater  than  visit  of  war  vessels  assigned  to  this 
purpose.  Navigation  in  the  Adriatic  Sea  to  merchant  ships  of  all 
nationalities  having  obtained  safe  convoy  of  entrance  or  of  departure 
is  r^Bfulated  by  the  royal  decree  of  June  13,  1915,  No.  899,  and  by 
all  other  rulings  which  the  Italian  maritime  authorities  will  estab- 
lish, case  by  case,  for  ships  allowed  to  enter  or  go  out  of  the  Adriatic. 
All  ships  not  observing  these  regulations  will  be  considered  as  violat- 
ing the  blockade  and  will  be  captured  and  confiscated  and  the 
merchandise  on  board  disposed  of  according  to  existing  rulings. 
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THE  STESTXrFF  SITUATION. 

Reports  which  are  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  from  different  parts  of  the  country  show  that  the 
effects  of  the  "dyestuff  famine"  are  becoming  more  and  more 
apparent  each  day.  In  some  instances  textile  mills  are  forced  to 
shut  down  for  the  time  being  until  new  supplies  of  colors  can  be 
obtained.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  works  consuming  large 
amounts  of  indigo,  the  lack  of  which  has  now  become  very  acute. 
Manufacturers  are  now  bringing  out  brown  denims  instead  of  the 
familiar  blue  fabric,  but  merchants  and  consumers  are  reluctant  to 
accept  the  substitute.  Similar  modifications  are  made  in  a  multitude 
of  cases,  the  primary  purpose  as  a  rule  being  to  reduce  the  actual 
amount  of  dyestuff  consumed  to  a  minimum. 

The  possibility  of  securing  fairly  satisfactory  shades  by  the  use 
of  vegetable  dyestuffs  has  been  decisively  demonstrated,  and  the 
consumption  or  logwood,  fustic,  quercitron,  cutch,  hypemic,  etc., 
has  now  attained  figures  far  beyond  any  record  output  of  the  past. 

In  the  meantime  the  few  American  manufacturers  of  coal-tar 
colors  are  steadily  expanding  their  plants  and  are  producing  dye- 
stuffs  in  quantities  hitherto  unknown.  Equally  noteworthy  is  the 
steady  increase  in  the  manufacture  of  intermediates,  aniline  oil,  beta- 
naphthol,  para-nitranUine,  etc.,  by  the  firms  lately  started  in  this 
field. 

An  important  feature  in  this  rapid  expansion  of  the  domestic  coal- 
tar  color  industry  is  the  equipment  on  a  generous  scale  at  the 
Schoellkopf  Aniline  and  Chemical  Works,  Buffalo,  for  th^  produc- 
tion of  "Direct  black"  in  great  quantities.  This  coal-tar  dye  re- 
places very  satisfactorily  in  cotton  dyeing  the  sulphur  blacks,  and 
aniline  blacks  hitherto  imported  from  Grermany  for  the  use  of  textile 
dyers,  especiallj)^  in  the  hosiery  branch,  and  relieves  in  a  most  wel- 
come way  much  of  the  strain  that  resulted  from  the  lack  of  fast- 
black  dyes. 

There  is  a  general  admiration  of  the  vigorous  and  enterprising 
manner  in  which  our  small  group  of  dyestuff  manufacturers  are 
striving  to  meet  the  urgent  demands  of  a  multitude  of  perplexed 
mill  owners  in  the  textile,  paper,  and  other  branches. 

Persistent  attempts  are  still  being  made  to  secure  permits  for  the 
free  passage  of  cargoes  of  German  dyestuffs  to  this  country  from 
belligerent  nations.  British  authorities  have  granted  permission 
for  a  limited  number  of  shiploads  to  be  dispatched  to  the  United 
States.  The  German  authorities,  however,  decline  absolutely  to 
allow  any  shipment  of  these  dyestuffs  unless  free  passage  to  Grer- 
many is  guaranteed  for  American  cotton  or  other  materials  of  an 
equal  value.  Their  position  in  this  matter  has  been  firmly  main- 
tained for  a  number  of  weeks,  and  there  is  no  indication  of  any 
change  of  attitude. 

There  appears  to  be  a  supply  on  hand  in  the  German  color  works 
of  most  of  the  dyes  currently  used  in  the  United  States  adequate  to 
meet  the  pressing  demands  of  the  moment  and  to  cover  the  needs  of 
American  consumers  for  months  to  come.  Gterman  manufacturers  of 
coal-tar  colors  are  naturally  anxious  to  retain  and  hold  the  valuable 
American  market — its  most  important  asset — and  will  neglect  no 
opportunity  to  meet  the  wishes  of  American  customers. 
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Information  from  abroad  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  activity 
of  the  great  Grerman  dyestuff  works  has  been  diverted  largely  into 
the  manufacture  of  mimitions  of  war  and  hospital  supplies,  and  that 
the  production  of  colors  has  totally  ceased. 

Nitric  acid  is  vitally  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  nearly  all 
artificial  dyestuffs.  It  is  equally  indispensable  in  the  manufacture 
of  high  explosives.  Germany  is  now  cut  off  from  her  customary 
source  of  supply  for  nitric  acid,  viz,  Chile  saltpeter.  A  limited 
amount  of  the  all-important  acid  is  now  regularly  manufactured 
from  atmospheric  nitrogen  in  works  recently  established  on  the 
Rhine.'  It  is  stated  that  Germany  would  gladly  accept  nitric  acid 
from  the  United  States  instead  of  cotton  in  exchange  for  dyestuffs, 
if  the  transfer  be  at  all  possible. 

Everything  points  to  the  conclusion  that  German  manufacturers 
of  dyestuffs  will,  in  the  event  of  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  try  to  stock 
the  depleted  American  market,  and  will  vigorously  endeavor  to 
regain  the  ground  lost  during  the  past  embargo  on  shipments  of 
their  wares. 

Reports  from  Germany  indicate,  however,  that  there  is  every  prob- 
ability of  a  continued  maintenance  of  the  present  high  prices  for 
artificial  dyestuffs  during  an  indefinite  period  in  case  normal  com- 
mercial movements  are  reestablished.  Any  lowering  of  the  increased 
rates,  fixed  prior  to  March,  1915,  and  recently  advanced  again  ac- 
cording to  circular  announcements  to  dealers  in  Switzerland  and 
Austria-Hungary,  is  to  be  expected  only  where  it  is  necessary  to 
overcome  competition  developed  during  the  past  year. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  is  carefully  watching  the  situation 
and  will  not  hesitate  to  recommend  such  action  as  may  prove  neces- 
sary to  prevent  "  unfair  competition  "  by  foreign  producers  on  our 
soil  agamst  the  developing  American  dyestuff  industry. 


EIECTEIC  TBTTCES  FOB  CAHAL  TEBUINAL  FIEBS. 

[Panama  Canal  Becord,  June  30.] 

In  order  to  expedite  the  handling  of  cargo  on  the  piers  at  Cristo- 
bal, the  Panama  Railroad  Co.  has  placed  an  order  for  electric  trucks, 
in  the  expectation  of  increasing  the  use  of  such  equipment  if  the 
results  from  their  operation  and  the  developments  of  traffic  warrant. 
The  order  placed  was  for  four  electric  tractor  trucks,  each  equipped 
with  three  trailers,  to  be  furnished  by  a  Chicago  company;  and  in 
addition  eight  trucks  of  a  different  type  are  to  be  selected  by  the 
New  York  office  of  the  company  and  sent  to  the  Isthmus. 

Each  of  the  tractor  trucks  ordered  is  6  feet  long  over  all  by  40 
inches  wide,  has  a  wheel  base  of  42  inches  and  wheel  gauge  of  32 
inches,  four  wheels  16  inches  in  diameter,  and  a  clearance  of  its 
working  parts  of  6  inches  above  the  floor.  Equipped  with  two  sets 
of  storage  batteries,  each  weighs  approximately  2,500  pounds.  The 
steering  radius  is  5  feet  and  the  speed  is  from  1  to  7  miles  per  hour. 
Each  tractor  is  rated  to  haul  20,000  pounds  on  trailers. 

It  is  proposed  in  the  selection  of  additional  trucks  to  experiment 
inth  types  equipped  with  small  cranes,  making  a  unit  capable  of 
lifting  cargo  in  a  sling,  transporting  it,  and  delivering  it,  with  a 
mtniwinm  at  dependence  on  human  labor. 
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dtjbabhity  of  cement  ssaiv  the  in  alkali  soils. 

The  durability  of  cement  mortar  and  concrete  when  exposed  to 
concentrated  alkali  salts  in  soil  and  water  has  been  questioned  by 
many  engineers  and  users  of  concrete.  In  the  western  States  many 
irrigation  and  other  structures  have  been  built  of  concrete  in  alkali 
soils  and  cases  of  partial  or  complete  failures  of  some  of  these  struc- 
tures have  been  attributed  to  the  effect  of  alkali  salts.  The  results  of 
the  first  year's  tests  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  in  investigating  this  qi«tstion  have  just  been 
published  by  that  bureau  in  Technologic  Paper  No.  44. 

I^aboratory  investigations  have  shown  that  cement  concrete  is  sub- 
ject to  disintegration  by  alkali  salts  under  certain  conditions,  but 
practical  experience  has  shown  that  some  concretes  are  much  less 
susceptible  to  the  action  of  the  salts  than  others  and  are  quite  perma- 
nent, even  if  exposed  in  very  concentrated  alkali  soils.  It  was  in- 
tended in  outlinmg  this  investigation  to  make  it  an  actual  field  test 
of  pj-actical,  full-sized  specimens  composed  of  concrete  of  known 
composition,  so  that  all  conditions  might  be  similar  to  those  in  which 
structures  are  exposed  in  the  field. 

In  1913  a  committee  consisting  of  a  representative  from  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  the  drainage  division  of.  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  the  Association  of  American  Portland 
Cement  Manufacturers,  and  the  Bureau  of  Standards  outlined  a 
program  of  tests  to  determine  the  effect  of  alkali  on  cement  mortars 
of  a  known  commercial  quality.  Since  several  millions  of  dollars 
are  being  spent  annually  in  the  drainage  of  alkali  soils  in  the 
western  part  of  the  United  States,  and  because  of  its  economic  im- 

Sortance,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  make  observations  on  cement 
rain  tile  of  known  composition  which  would  be  exposed  under  nor- 
mal service  conditions  in  operating  drains  in  concentrated  alkali 
soils. 

Over  8,000  cement  drain  tile,  12  inches  long  and  8  inches  inside 
diameter,  were  manufactured  in  a  commercial  tile  factory  in  Iowa 
during  August  and  September,  1913.  They  included  16  different 
types,  made  up  of  mixtures  from  the  leanest  to  the  richest  commer- 
cially practicaole.  Becords  were  kept  of  all  steps  in  the  process  of 
manufacture.  Care  was  taken  to  produce  a  uniform  and  good  quality 
of  product,  but  no  methods  or  materials  were  introduced  which 
could  not  be  reproduced  in  any  well-equipped  cement  tile  factory. 

After  all  tile  had  cured  for  a  period  of  at  least  one  month  ship- 
ments of  a  carload  were  made  to  projects  in  each  of  the  following 
States:  Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Washington,  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  Utah,  Minnesota,  and  Missouri. 

The  tile  were  installed  in  the  first  seven  States  in  soils  which  con- 
tain large  quantities  of  alkali  salts,  and  where  concrete  structures 
were  thought  to  have  been  damaged  by  alkali  action.  The  tile  in 
Minnesota  and  Missouri  were  placed  where  they  would  be  exposed 
only  to  fresh  water,  and  a  separate  shipment  was  made  to  Ames,  Iowa, 
where  the  tile  were  stored  in  the  open,  above  groimd,  and  exposed  to 
the  weather. 

Installation  was  completed  in  November,  1913^  and  the  tile  were  so 
arranged  that  sections  at  each  project  containing  two  tile  of  each 
series  can  be  removed  for  test  annually  without  disturbing  the  re- 
mainder of  the  line.    Ten  such  sections  were  placed  end  to  end  at 
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each  project.  Samples  of  soil,  water,  and  alkali  salts,  where  avail- 
able,  were  secured  for  analysis. 

The  first  year's  tests  were  made  in  the  fall  of  1914.  One  section  at 
each  project,  containing  32  tile,  2  of  each  series,  was  removed  and 
tested  at  the  site  in  a  portable  tile-testing  machine,  especially  designed 
for  the  purpose.  Samples  of  tested  tile,  as  well  as  soil  and  water 
samples,  were  secured  for  chemical  analysis.  The  tile  removed  for 
test  were  replaced  with  two  other  series  of  cement  tile  which  were 
made  for  this  purpose,  and  of  which  complete  records  of  materials 
and  methods  were  recorded.  It  is  also  planned  to  replace  those  tile 
removed  for  test  during  1915  with  additional  cement  tile  manu- 
factured by  different  methods. 

The  details  of  the  investigation  and  the  results  of  the  first  year's 
tests  are  published  at  this  time,  because  of  their  economic  value  in 
demonstrating  to  those  who  are  now  using  or  considering  the  use  of 
cement  drain  tile  that  special  care  should  be  observed  to  employ  only 
the  best  materials  and  good  workmanship  in  its  fabrication,  and  if 
these  precautions  are  not  observed  failure  will  result  if  the  drain  is 
located  in  some  of  the  more  concentrated  alkali  soils  similar  to  those 
found  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  and  Garland,  Wyo. 

Drain  tile  manufactured  in  a  manner  as  described  for  cement  mix- 
tures not  leaner  than  one  part  cement  to  three  parts  of  aggregate 
are  apparently  unaffected  structurally  when  exposed  for  one  year  iii 
operatmg  drains  in  very  concentrated  alkali  soils,  similar  to  any  of 
those  included  in  the  investigation. 

Drain  tile  made  from  cement  mixtures  leaner  than  one  part  cement 
to  three  parts  of  aggregate  should  not  be  used  in  localities  where  the 
character  of  the  alkali  and  concentration  is  similar  to  that  found  at 
the  site  of  the  experimental  drains  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  Mont- 
rose, Colo.,  and  Garland,  Wyo. 

Drain  tile  manufactured  in  the  manner  described  of  one  part  ce- 
ment to  four  parts  of  aggregate,  the  leanest  mixture  used,  is  ap- 
parently unaffected  structurally  by  exposure  for  one  year  in  an  oper- 
ating drain  in  concentrated  alkali  soUs  similar  to  those  found  at 
Fort  Shaw,  Mont.,  Suimyside,  Wash.,  Yuma,  Ariz.,  and  Eoswell, 
N.  Mex. 

Other  than  the  above,  no  very  general  conclusions  should  be 
drawn  from  this  investigation  until  the  results  of  further  tests  are 
obtained.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  report  will  be  amended  from 
time  to  time  as  the  results  are  obtainable. 

The  bureau  would  be  pleased  to  receive  information  concerning 
the  behavior  of  concrete  exposed  to  concentrated  alkali  soil  which 
may  come  to  the  attention  of  engineers  or  others  interested  in  the 
use  of  concrete  under  these  conditions. 


POTASH  IN  THE  PHILIPPniES. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  May  22.] 

.  It  has  been  found  that  the  ash  of  the  seaweed  collected  on  the  shore 
of  Manila  Bay,  in  Tondo,  yields  15  per  cent  of  potash.  This  discov- 
ery is  hailed  with  considerable  interest  owing  to  the  war-time 
scarcity  of  potash.  No  data  is  yet  available  to  show  just  the  amount 
of  seaweed  available,  but  it  is  known  in  a  general  way  that  it  is 
abundant.  Explorations  and  further  experimentation  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Government. 
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JAPAITESE  8TEAMEB8  AVAILABLE  OHLT  FOE  JAPABEIfS  GOODS. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  May  28.] 

The  course  of  the  Japanese  Government  in  demanding  all  space  on 
trans-Pacific  steamers  of  Japanese  companies  for  Japanese  goods,  of 
which  brief  notice  was  cabled  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  May  29, 
1915),  has  thrown  the  entire  shipping  trade  of  the  Far  East  into  seri- 
ous confusion  and  has  led  to  a  situation  which  is  the  subject  of  grave 
concern  to  those  interested  in  Chinese- American  trade. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  the  action  taken  has  consisted  in  a 
requirement  by  the  Japanese  Government  on  the  Nippon  Yuseu 
Kaisha,  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  and  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  as 
Japanese  lines  subsidiEcd  by  the  Japanese  Government,  that  all  space 
heretofore  allotted  Hongkong  and  South  China  in  their  steamers  for 
freight  for  the  United  States  shall  for  the  months  of  June  and  July 
be  offered  only  to  shippers  in  Japanese  ports,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
allotment  offered  Japan  ports.  The  requirement  is  to  be  enforced  in 
spite  of  forward  contracte  and  all  other  agreements  for  space  in  these 
ships  on  the  part  of  Hongkong  or  other  non-Japan  port  shippers, 
and  the  requirement  includes  the  allotment  for  Keelung  and  For- 
mosa, and  includes  also  all  steerage  passenger  space  on  these  ships. 

The  reason  offered  by  these  lines  to  the  members  of  the  trans- 
Pacific  Conference  when  the  announcement  was  made  was  simply  that 
the  freight  tonnage  sliortage  on  the  Pacific  at  this  time  is  such  that 
Japanese  port  shippers  are  unable  to  move  their  goods  to  the  United 
States  without  some  action  and  that  the  Japanese  Government,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  these  lines  are  subsidized,  is  disposed  to  see  t^  it 
that  goods  from  Japan  are  moved  freely  and  without  delay,  no  mat- 
ter wnat  the  result  may  be  to  shippers  in  other  ports  or  from  other 
countries  who  have  been  customers  of  these  Japanese  lines. 
Japanese  Subsidized  Lines  Move  Japanese  Goods. 

While  in  the  trade  there  are  stories  of  all  sorts  of  ulterior  motives 
on  the  part  of  the  interests  concerned,  there  is,  in  fact,  no  occasion 
to  ascribe  any  other  motive  than  that  given.  It  is  of  extreme  im- 
portance to  Japanese  manufacturers  and  exporters  that  Japanese 
products  more  freely  and  promptly  to  the  United  States  at  this 
time,  and  the  Japanese  Government  is  using  the  advantage  it  has 
in  possessing  a  large  subsidized  merchant  marine  to  serve  uie  inter- 
ests of  its  producers. 

It  is  doubtful  what  the  exact  result  of  this  policy  will  be.  While 
the  announcement  is  confined  to  cover  the  months  of  June  and  July 
only  and  space  is  being  offered  on  Japanese  vessels  for  August,  the 
latter  arrangements  are  made  with  the  express  understanding  that 
no  responsibility  shall  attach  to  the  companies  concerned,  the  in- 
ference being  that  the  extension  of  the  rule  is  altogether  likely.  The 
restriction  of  these  vessels  to  the  Japanese  trade  for  the  time  being 
will,  of  course,  accentuate  the  freignt  shortage  which  has  been  so 
serious  a  factor  in  the  Philippine  trade  situation,  and  it  means  still 
further  delay  for  the  thousands  of  tons  of  freight  piled  in  Hong- 
kong, Shanghai,  and  other  far  eastern  warehouses  awaiting  trans- 
portation to  the  United  States.  In  Hongkong  the  rice  trade  par- 
ticularly is  affected,  over  2,000  tons  having  already  been  c(xitracted 
for  by  shippers  for  Japanese  vessels  sailing  in  June  and  Jvdj. 
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Since  time  is  an  important  element  in  the  contracts  for  the  shipment 
of  this  rice,  the  rice  trade  generally  is  seriously  affected.  The  de- 
mand for  rice  which  has  arisen  in  the  United  States  in  the  past  few 
weeks  is  a  strong  factor  in  the  market  here  at  this  time. 

The  freight  situation  as  to  Chinese  produce  has  already  become 
serious  because  of  the  shortage  of  tonnage,  for  several  of  the  trans- 
Pacific  companies  have  not  been  in  a  position  to  handle  any  Chinese 
produce  at  all  for  some  time,  and  Japanese  vessels  have  been  de- 
pended upon  to  transport  the  goods. 

A  meeting  of  the  Conference  lines  concerned  in  the  trans-Pacific 
trade,  called  to  consider  the  situation  brought  about  by  the  action 
of  the  Japanese  authorities,  has  decided  that  the  only  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  is  chartering  special  steamers  to  handle  surplus  freight 
from  Hongkong  during  the  next  few  months;  but  it  is  not  certain 
that  any  such  vessels  will  be  available,  the  freight  market,  in  fact, 
promising  no  relief  whatever. 

SIBESIAH  TBANSFOBTATIOH  NOTES. 

[Consol  John  K.  Caldwell,  Vladivostok,  Russia,  June  5 ;  translations  from  the  Busrlan 

press.] 

Xailroads — ^Volunteer-Fleet  Subsidy. 

On  March  2,  1916,  at  station  Oblutchye,  the  rails  were  joined  and 
trsdfic  opened  on  the  western  section  of  the  Amur  Railway,  the  fijrat 
train  passing  through.  The  work  of  completing  the  line  is  pro- 
gressing satisfactorily. 

Building  has  been  commenced  in  Vladivostok  of  a  railway  track 
from  the  admiral's  wharf  to  the  Naval  Port  Territory,  thus  enlarg- 
ing the  length  of  the  equipped  coast  line  of  the  Golden  Horn  Bay 
and  increasing  the  possible  number  of  storehouses.  The  town  in- 
tends to  erect  along  the  nevr  track,  sheds  for  sheltering  the  goods 
discharged. 

The  Russian  Volunteer  Fleet  is  to  receive  for  1915  the  following 
subsidy:  Vladivostok- Tsuruga  and  Vladivostok-Shanghai  Lines, 
658,000  rubles  ($303,000) ;  Vladivostok-Odessa  Line,  178,000  rubles 
($92,000) ;  Vladivostok-Okhotsk-Kamchatka  &  Tartar  Straits  Line, 
511,000  rubles  ($263,000) ;  Vladivostok-Peter  the  Great  Bay  and 
Coasting  Line  to  Datta,  105,000  rubles  ($54,000), 

CHAHOES  IN  AIDS  TO  NAVIGATION. 

During  June  the  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  established  a  lightship  at 
Buffalo/N.  Y.  The  ship  has  a  flashing  white  incandescent  electric 
light.  The  fog  signal  is  a  first-class  air  siren.  Two  lights  have  been 
established  at  Stockton  Harbor  Range,  Me.,  one  flashing  white  with 
lens  lantern,  burning  acetylene,  and  the  other  occulting  white  with 
lens  lantern,  burning  acetylene. 

At  Schuylkill  River  Range,  Pa.,  a  change  has  been  made  from 
acetylene  to  electric  incandescent,  and  at  Braddock  Point,  Lake  On- 
tario, N.  Y.,  oil  has  given  way  to  oil  vapor. 

Gas  buojB  have  been  established  off  Round  Islands,  Straits  of 
Mackinac,  Mich.,  and  South  Channel,  Columbia  River,  Oreg.  A  bell 
buoy  has  been  established  at  Curtis  Point,  West  River,  Md.  There 
were  23  wooden  buoys  and  four  iron  buoys  established  during  the 
mobth  and  10  minor  lights  established. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


202  COMM£BCE  BEPOBTS. 

BBISTOL'S  TBAOE  IN  BESIH  KSH  OILS. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Jnne  15.1 

The  market  for  resin  showed  little  fluctuation  during  1914,  a 
steady  normal  price  for  common  resin  being  10s.  per  hundredweight 
($2.43  per  112  pounds).  On  June  10,  1915,  however,  common  was 
quoted  at  $2.92,  D  at  $2.95,  E  at  $2.98,  F  at  $3.01 ;  G  at  $3.04,  H 
at  $3.10,  WG  at  $4.62,  and  WW  at  $4.75  per  hundredweight,  less 
2^  per  cent  f.  o.  r.  Bristol.  The  number  of  barrels  imported  into 
Bristol  in  1914  was  17,500,  as  compared  with  18,732  during  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

Absence  of  SpeculatiTe  Sealing  la  Tnrpentitte. 

As  regards  the  turpentine  trade,  it  is  reported  that  there  was  none 
of  the  heavy  speculative  dealing  which  in  former  years  has  made 
forward  operations  something  of  a  gamble.  During  the  first  10 
months  of  1914  the  fluctuation  was  only  about  a  shilling  ($0,243) 
around  an  average  price  of  32s.  ($7.79),  with  the  exception  of  a 
sharp  upward  movement  (due,  no  doubt,  to  uncertainty  as  to  de- 
liveries from  the  United  States)  during  the  first  few  days  of  the 
war,  which  prices  yielded  to  the  original  figures  during  the  second 
week  in  August.  In  November,  however,  the  high  freight  rates  and 
the  scarcity  of  available  ships  began  to  be  felt,  and  the  price  of  tur- 
pentine gradually  rose,  culminating  in  a  value  of  36s.  3d.  ($8.82)  at 
the  end  of  December. 

During  March,  1915,  spot  turpentine  sold  at  $9.18,  April  $9,  and 
May-December  at  $8.73  per  hundredweight,  less  2^  per  cent,  f.  o.  r. 
Bristol.  Quotations  of  June  10  last  were,  for  spot,  $8.28;  July- 
August,  ^.40;  September-December,  $8.52;  per  hundredweight 
f.  o.  r.  Bristol.  American  wood  turpentine  was  $6,82  per  hundred- 
weight. The  imports  into  Bristol  during  1914  were  11,050  barrels, 
and  in  1913  18,000  barrels. 

Zinieed-OU  Qnotations. 

The  market  for  linseed  oil  showed  no  important  fluctuations  in 
1914.  During  the  first  eight  months  the  price  kept  within  a  narrow 
limit  of  about  a  shilling  on  either  side  of  the  mean  price  of  25s. 
($6.08)  per  hundredweight.  The  outbreak  of  war  in  August  brought 
very  little  change  to  the  market.  In  October  the  price  receded 
rapidly  from  25s.  9d.  ($6.27)  in  the  middle  of  the  month  to  20s.  lO^d. 
($5.09)  at  the  end;  but  the  oil  soon  regained  its  former  value,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  this  article  occupied  a  strong  position  and 
was  quoted  at  24s.  IJd.  ($5.87)  per  hundredweight. 

During  March,  1915,  prices  of  linseed  oil  showed  an  advance  of 
$19  per  ton,  at  $152  per  ton  in  pipes  and  $153  per  ton  in  barrels. 
Quotations  issued  June  10,  1915,  Avere  $139.90  per  ton  in  pipes  and 
$141.15  per  ton  in  barrels. 


The  curtailment  of  foreign  barytes — 38,000  tons  imported  in  1914 — 
due  to  the  European  war,  has  caused  American  paint  manufacturers 
to  develop  domestic  supplies,  which  should  increase  the  output  in  the 
United  States — 52,000  tons  last  year. 
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LEKON  STTTTATIOH  DT  CATAHIA  DISTSICT. 

[Consul  Joseph  Emerson  Haven,  Catania,  Sicily,  Jane  8.] 

The  report,  said  to  be  current  in  the  United  States,  that  the  Ital- 
ian orange  growers  contemplate  using  that  country  as  an  outlet  for 
a  considerable  part  of  their  orange  crop  during  the  coining  summer 
most  have  been  an  error  so  far  as  the  Catania  consular  district  is  con- 
cerned, as  the  orange  season  is  now  practically  finished  and  the  new 
season  will  not  open  until  December.  Thus  the  export  of  oranges 
during  the  coming  summer  is  an  impossibility. 

Evidently  lemons  and  not  oranges  \7ere  intended,  as  in  Sicily  an 
abnormal  fruit,  known  as  the  Verdelli  lemon,  is  obtained  during 
the  summer  months.  These  Verdelli  lemons,  green  in  color,  grow 
contemporaneously  on  the  same  trees  with  the  ordinary  or  yellow 
lemon  of  commerce,  and  are  obtained  by  the  following  method: 
The  lemon  tree,  which  flowers  in  April,  is  kept  without  water  from 
that  period  until  July,  when  the  roots  are  heavily  flooded  fdr  a 
time.  This  results  in  a  second  set  of  blossoms,  from  which  will 
come  the  Verdelli  lemons.  The  ordinary  lemon  crop  will  be  picked 
in  the  months  beginning  with  October,  but  the  Verdelli  lemons  will 
not  mature  xmtil  the  next  May.  Two  crops  a  year  are  thus  obtained 
from  a  tree. 

The  Verdelli  lemon  is  in  every  way  inferior  to  the  yellow  lemon 
of  commerce,  as  it  3rields  less  essential  oil  from  the  rind,  a  drier 
pulp,  and  less  acid.  The  rind  is  also  thicker  than  the  yellow  lemon, 
as  a  mle. 

By-Prodncts — Export  Trade  Xore  ProfltaUe. 

During  1914,  owing  to  restricted  outlets  for  Verdelli  lemons,  the 
fruit  that  was  not  exported  was  converted  into  bv-products  (essential 
oil,  citrate  of  lime,  and  agrocotto) .  The  raanuiacturers  of  by-prod- 
ucts pay  but  $0.77  per  thousand  lemons.  "  One  thousand  lemons  "  is 
a  trade  term,  and  means  in  reality  1,040  fruit.  Profits  are  small  un- 
der such  a  transaction,  and  for  this  reason  exportation  is  preferred, 
as  prior  to  August,  1914,  cases  containing  either  300  or  360  iemons 
sold  at  prices  ranging  from  $4  to  $7.  Lemons,  if  exported,  therefore 
brought  about  $17  per  thousand  (less  an  insignificant  amount  for 
packing  and  freight) ,  as  against  $0.77  for  1,040  if  sold  locally  to  be 
converted  into  by-products. 

For  this  reason  it  is  evident  that  local  exporters  will  attempt  to 
make  use  of  the  American  market,  but  there  are  several  items  which 
will  work  against  them  this  summer.  The  Verdelli  crop  is  about  one- 
half  the  normal,  caused  bythe  weather  conditions  last  August,  when 
the  trees  were  in  flower.  Hot  winds  and  no  rain  resulted  in  many  of 
the  blossoms  being  blown  down.  Owing  to  few  contracts  being  made, 
lemon  exports  will  be  more  or  less  of  a  speculative  nature,  and  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  fruit  will  bring  more  than  $2  to  $3  per  case. 
I*ek  of  Traniportatlon  Facilities. 

Even  at  this  price  profits  are  sufficient  to  attempt  business,  but 
the  greatest  drawback  at  the  present  moment  to  exportation  is  the 
lack  of  transportation.  Direct  transportation  is  no  longer  possible, 
and  lemon  i^pments  are  therefore  made  via  Naples.  Freight  rates 
are  conespoaainglj  high  and  packing  charges  are  doubled,  lemon 
boxes,  which  are  now  practically  all  made  of  American  shooks,  sell- 
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ing  at  $0.29  as  against  $0.14  for  Austrian  beechwood  boxes  before 
the  war. 

This  consulate  has  been  unable  to  learn  of  any  concerted  movement 
on  the  part  of  the  exporters  of  the  Catania  district  to  fill  the  Amer- 
ican market  with  the  Sicilian  product,  and,  in  view  of  the  circum- 
stances, it  does  not  believe  that  such  a  step  is  contemplated,  although 
it  is  probable  that  individual  exporters  will  increase  their  efforts  to 
make  sales  and  thus  compensate  for  the  restricted  and  closed  Eu- 
ropean markets. 

raON  ABD  STEEL  STOCKS  IN  CHUE. 

[Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  May  24.] 

Fairly  heavy  stocks  of  European  tin  plate,  corrugated  iron  sheets, 
rods,  wire,  beams,  and  structural  shapes  were  on  hand  in  Chile  at 
the  beginning  of  August,  1914.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  big 
stock  of  plain  bars,  but  a  small  stock  of  big  structural  shapes — that 
is.  beams  and  channels,  with  the  exception  of  Belgian  beams.  Many 
of  them  are  scattered  through  the  country,  but  the  holders  are  selling 
at  obtainable  prices.  The  stock  of  other  beams  is  low.  There  is  a 
good  supply  of  angle  iron.  About  the  only  rods  available  are  from 
American  stock.  Tliis  will  soon  be  the  case  with  wire,  of  which  there 
is  a  reasonable  supply.  There  are  large  stocks  of  tin  plate,  and  it 
continues  to  arrive  from  British  ports.  The  demand  has  decreased 
this  year.  The  principal,  though  not  the  only,  use  for  tin  plate  is 
in  making  fruit  cans.  Some  is  used  for  olive  oil  cans,  shoe  blacking, 
and  tops  of  bottles  (clamps  for  corks) . 

There  is  a  reasonable  supply  of  corrugated  galvanized-iron  sheets. 
There  are  small  stocks  of  black  iron  throughout  the  country.  This 
is  a  material  that  is  used  largely  by  small  operators,  is  a  standard 
necessity,  and  would  be  difficult  to  locate  because  of  its  wide  diffusion. 
There  is  a  reasonably  large  supply  of  black  wire  here,  but  galvanized 
wire  is  almost  unobtainable  in  the  market  even  in  the  smallest  quan- 
tities. 
Large  Stocks  Carried  by  Foreign  Xanvfacturers. 

In  considering  the  import  records  of  iron  and  steel  for  1913  and 
1914,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  most  progressive  foreign 
manufacturers  selling  the  iron  and  steel  trade  in  Chile  have  been 
carrying  very  large  stocks,  because  of  the  great  competition  in  the 
local  market,  the  unwillingness  to  await  long-time  shipments,  espe- 
cially for  small  orders,  where  there  might  be  some  substitute,  and 
the  possibility  of  reducing  very  considerably  the  freight  on  such 
material  when  shipped  in  quantities.  The  hold  of  a  vessel  may  be 
filled  almost  to  the  dead-weight  limit  with  steel  beams,  rails,  rods, 
flat  iron,  etc.,  and  an  enormous  space  left  vacant  for  measurement 
tonnage,  such  as  barrels  of  glassware,  boxes  of  shoes,  hats,  tinware, 
and  similar  merchandise.  The  latter  would  almost  be  equal,  under 
favorable  circumstances,  to  the  capacity  of  the  boat,  after  it  had 
been  practically  loaded  to  capacity  with  the  steel. 

It  would  be  quite  impracticable  to  show  the  detailed  imports  of 
iron  and  steel  shapes  for  any  given  period,  primarily  for  the  reason 
that  in  many  cases  it  would  be  misleading,  because  of  the  stocks  car- 
ried.   The  sales  might  be  enormous  in  certain  lines,  from  a  stock 
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likewise  of  very  confflderable  extent,  and  the  import  records  not 
indicate  it  until  next  year.  However,  the  following  table  allows  the 
imports  of  certain  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel  during  1913  and 
1914,  with  their  origin.  This  will  at  least  indicate  the  section  of  this 
country  that  uses  the  majority  of  the  products  mentioned,  and  tiie 
countries  that  have  heretofore  supplied  them. 


Article?,  ports,  and  coun- 
tries. 


Wire,  iron,  and  steel 

Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Taicahuano 

Countries  of  origin: 

United  States 

Oertnany 

United  Kingdom 

Belf^inin. 

Cable,  steel 

Forts  of  entry: 

Valpari^ 

Ooronel 

Antobfists... 

Iqulqne 

Countrks  of  origin: 

United  States 

United  Ktagdom 

Germany 

Balgiam 

Boom,   band!,   damps, 

BtmorBtael. 

Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

TalcalinaDO  .......... 

Pun  ta  Arenas , 

Coimtrlea  of  origin: 

United  States 

Oermany 

U^ted  KiniidomI.'.'.\ 
Pipes  and  flttings,  ireo 

and  steal ..., 

Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Antofsgasts 

Iqoiqne , 

Coontries  of  or^in: 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Belgium 

TndcspQces 

Ports  ot  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Talcahoano 

Antobgssts 

Coontries  of  origin: 

United  States 

Unttad  Kingdom 

Germany 

Belgium 

Fig  or  Ingot  iron 

Porte  o(  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Iqniqiie 

Coontries  of  origin: 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 


1913 


Pound). 
37,896,3» 

21.3I0,««) 
10,812,481 

21,317,429 
9,025,864 
2,475,934 
4,906,673 
1,497,049 

330,153 
473,310 
237,907 
243,930 

1I«,S1S 

1,108,555 

146,023 

103,033 

4,293,430 

1,389,243 

1,978,538 

654,018 

1,081,477 

1,799,088 

706,918 

701,400 

48,080,736 

15,233,333 
14,197,204 
7,909,414 

6,522,793 
23,473,237 
10,537,457 
7,210,449 
3,436,4U 

745,758 
797,158 
680,787 

175,058 

1,179,263 

972,040 

1,003,768 

10,617,834 

5,539.245 
1,900,374 

1,077,890 
0,152,439 


1914 


P<miti$. 
16,066,008 

7,084,091 
4,904,420 

0,520,562 

5,128,292 

001,690 

482,692 

1,353,506 

355,848 
331,752 
256,351 
260,763 

231,706 
845,859 
129,688 
111,466 

3,006,400 

1,373,656 

1,054,681 

U7,U0 

601,280 

1,305,203 

600,517 

531,865 

£9,784,304 

16,044,122 
20,183,007 
13,312,383 

8,417,925 
12,067,804 
20,007,529 
19,073,946 

3,385,100 

828,894 
925,236 
380,308 

293,306 

409,376 

1,160,072 

432,999 

12,399,710 

7,660,787 
2,204,000 

(,289,107 
4,963,442 


Articles,  ports,  and  coun- 
tries. 


Uncut    and     unworked 

iron  and  steel 

Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Talcahnano 

Countries  of  origla: 

United  States 

Belgium 

Oermanv 

Flat  iron  plates 

Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Iquique 

Countries  of  origin: 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Belgium 

Iron  ^wtas    and    bm, 

pamlad,    tinned,    or 

galvanized 

Forts  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Talcahnano 

Coontries  of  origin: 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Oalvaniied,     corrugated 

iron  plates 

Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Talcahuano  .......... 

AntoCagasta 

Countries  of  origin: 

United  States 

United  Kl 
Common  tin 
Fort  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

CoonD-les  of  origin: 

United  States..... 

United  Kingdom. 
Beams,  angles,  eto.... 
Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso. 

Antofagasta 

Countries  of  orlgbi: 

United  StatM... 

United  Kingdom. 


Germany.. 

ills. 


Uachineboiu 
Ports  of  entry: 

Valparaiso 

Antobgasta 

Iquique 

Countnes  ot  origin: 

United  states.... 

Germany 

United  Kingdom. 


Belgium. 


1913 


Pounds. 

90,091, 457 

66,194,966 
11,511,424 

24,602,844 
30,090,600 
23,966,426 
22,707,479 

0,475,147 
3,666,704 

4,625,602 
7,601,745 
4,859,759 
5,794,033 


4,259,220 

2,311,458 
839,675 

2,214,126 
1,882,924 

63,358,759 

32,860,019 
13,458,963 
6,776,409 

84.289,437 
28,794,582 
10,987,967 

10^054,984 

6,178.883 
4,653,417 
6,446,610 

4,250,622 
1,320,431 

2,000,788 
1,897,276 
1,716.431 
3,690,782 

956,030 
881,719 
906,082 

252,476 
1,234.741 
1,197,408 

910,983 


1914 


Pound). 

66,597,702 

43,457,832 
6,881,100 

24.460,821 
19,750.793 
16,991,272 
17,376,348 

9,761.351 
3,514,2U 

8,329,515 
2,659,490 
2,581,546 
3,797,925 


5,472,716 

2,795,384 
1,441,933 

4,050,497 
1,326,033 

2S,9U,84I 

7,381,6« 
4,695,834 
0,860,818 

7,725,603 
18,159,099 
6,709,099 

4,479,756 

2,982,833 
2,682.250 
16,010,936 

1,185,315 
10,356,761 

12,048,033 
1,000.803 
1,730.884 
2,671,473 

698,628 
821, 9S3 
636,074 

610,184 
904,241 
785,239 
318,658 


>ev  Cvftonen  for  Amertoan  Xlllt. 

The  head  of  the  local  branch  of  a  large  steel  company  says  there 
tre  plenty  of  heavy-gauge,  smooth,  galvanized-iron  sheets,  but  that 
&t  stock  of  li^t  gauge  is  about  gone.  He  also  states  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  meet  the  demand  on  barbed  wire,  because  the  American 
&ctories  are  tied  up  ahead  with  orders  and  can  not  fill  present 
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orders  for  some  time.    He  says  a  good  supply  of  galvanized-iron 
wire  is  oir  the  way  to  Chile  from  the  United  States. 

Although  he  reports  that  stocks  were  plentiful  at  the  beginning  of 
last  August,  he  states  that  generally  they  are  not  so  now,  and  that  the 
third  best  customer  of  American  steel  mills  is  the  group  who  havo 
previously  made  the  major  portion  of  their  purchases  in  countries 
now  at  war.  He  adds  that  he  considers  a  good  portion  of  this  new 
trade,  which  the  American  mills  have  not  previously  enjoyed,  as 
being  of  a  permanent  character. 


TBEATIES  AFFECTED  B7  SEAMEH'S  ACT. 

Following  is  a  list  of  treaties  and  conventions  affected  by  the  Sea- 
men's Act  of  March  4,  1915,  showing  pertinent  article  and  the  sec- 
tions of  the  act  inconsistent  with  them: 


Coontry. 

Date. 

Article 
affected. 

Affected  by 
nction. 

Anstrl^HmuEarv.....................*.  •>>..•.....>.>>••.. 

May    8,1848 
July  11,1870 
do 

4 

11 

13 

11 

13 

34 

31 

18 

33 

3 

6 

1 

3 

8 

8 

13 

14 

'•>13 
13 
13 

«9 
3 
11 
12 
10 
11 
11 
12 
23 
24 
13 
14 
U 
13 
10 

4,1. 

Do             

Do            -■ 

It 

Mar.    0,1880 
do 

4 

Do , 

16 

BoUvIa       

May  13,18iS 
Dec.  M,1S2S 
June  18,1SS8 
Dec.  12,1846 
May    4,  ISM 
Jan-.   24,1!!S1 
July  ll.lUl 
do 

U 

BrftgH -.«. 

IS 

China '. 

18 

Oolombift              .. 

16 

Do 

4,16 

Do 

16 

June  U,K32 
Feb.  23,1K53 
Dec.  11,1871 
do 

16 

Do               

4 

4 

16- 

nrPAt  Britain  . 

Jane   3,18«2 
Not.  19,1903 
do 

16 

4 

Do             - 

16 

May    8,l!i78 
Feb.  24,1SS1 
Dec.    9,1847 
Jan.   19,1839 
May  23,1878 

16 

.i)i;  **::::;:"!!"";;;ii»""";:::;»;;;iii:";!:;;"i;:;;:; 

UecktenbanE'SchW6rin 

4,16 
16 

Netherlands 

Do 

4 

.     Do 

16 

May    1,182S 

4 

Do        

16 

June  17, 1881 
do.. 

4 

Do   

16 

July    3,1902 
do 

'4 

Do 

16 

July    4,1837 
do 

4 

16 

June   1,1910 
do 

4 

Do  

16 

Oct.   21,1880 

16 

a  Whole  treaty. 

OFHCIAL  BOOKLET  ON  CHUE. 

Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens  has  forwarded  from  Santiago 
copies  of  the  English  edition  of  "  Chile,"  a  booklet  that  contains  a 
general  review  of  the  Republic's  position,  resources,  climate,  etc., 

Published  bv  the  Commercial  Section  of  the  Chilean  Foreign  Office, 
hese  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  applying  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
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MABXET  FOS  AKERICAS  BICE  IN  FAKAGUAY. 

(Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  May  26.] 

As  importation  from  Germany  is  at  present  impossible,  there  is 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  rice  from  the  United 
States.  This  is  one  of  the  staple  articles  of  food  in  Paraguay  for 
all  classes.  A  certain  amount  of  rice  is  produced  in  the  country,  but 
the  domestic  production  falls  far  short  of  the  consumption.  The 
crop  for  the  present  year  in  Paraguay  is  estimated  at  40,000  bushels. 
It  will  mature  during  May,  June,  July,  and  August. 

The  value  of  importations  of  rice  during  1914  was  $92,676.    Of 
this  total  Germany  furnished  $74,816. 
Imported  Direct  from  Foreign  Karkets.       ' 

Kice  is  imported  direct  from  foreign  markets,  and  is  bought 
through  commission  houses  in  Buenos  Aires  or  through  commission 
agents  in  Asuncion. 

The  Banco  Agricola,  a  Government  institution  in  Asuncion,  buys 
rice  in  quantity  and  sells  it  at  cost  price  for  the  purpose  of  decreas- 
ing the  expense  of  living  among  the  poorer  people.  As  the  domestic 
crop  is  so  far  short  of  the  demand,  it  is  probable  that  this  institution 
will  import  a  considerable  quantity  of  rice. 
Treralliiig  Prices  and  Terms. 

The  present  market  price  of  rice  (refined)  is  approximately  14.5 
cents  per  pound.  The  rice  of  domestic  production,  unrefined,  will 
bring,  it  is  estimated,  4  cents  per  pound. 

Credit  term  given  by  European  houses  to  importers  "of  rice  here 
were  from  three  to  six  months  after  acceptance  of  draft.  It  is  proba- 
ble that,  under  the  present  circumstances,  terms  of  cash  against 
shipping  papers  in  Buenos  Aires  or  Montevideo  would  be  acceptable. 

A  commission  agent  recently  tried  to  interest  importers  here  in 
American  rice.  He  succeeded  m  getting  ^veral  considerable  orders, 
which  were  canceled  when  importers  learned  that  exporting  house 
demanded  cash  with  order.  Importers  say  they  must  have  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  rice  before  paying  for  it. 

Customs  duties  on  rice  levied  on  the  gross  weight  are :  Bremen  or 
Indian  rice,  62  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a  valuation  of  3.06  cents 
United  States  currancy  per  pound ;  Japan  and  other  fine  grades,  62 
per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a  valuation  of  3.95  cents  per  pound ;  unhulled 
rice,  42  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a  valuation  of  0.91  cent  per  pound. 

[Lists  of  importers  of  rice  and  commission  agents  in  Asuncion, 
Paraguay,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

BIGHTS  OF  SPAfilSH  CHAHBEBS  OF  COMUEBCE. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  June  16.] 

The  Madrid  Chamber  of  Commerce,  through  its  Official  Bulletin, 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  chambers  of  commerce  of  Spain 
are  official  organizations  which  hold  direct  relations  with  the  heads 
of  Government.  They  are  advisory  boards  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  Administration  and  are  heard  as  a  matter  of  right  on  pro- 
posed changes  in  commercial  treaties,  changes  in  import  duties,  ap- 
praisals, customs  ordinances,  and,  in  general,  they  are  to  be  heard  on 
all  matters  of  a  public  nature  which  affect  the  interests  of  their 
memoers*  i 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OFFOBTTrmTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  braneh  ollleeB.  Reqnest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flie  nnntber  given. 

Drugs,  Xo.  17500. — A  business  man  in  Italy  has  requested  an  American  con- 
sulor  officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  exporters  of 
quinine,  cocaine,  asperiu,  etc.  The  inquirer  desires  to  act  as  an  agent,  or 
is  willing  to  buy  outright.  References  are  given.  Correspondence  should 
be  conducted  in  Italian  or  French. 

Box  shocks,  No.  17501. — An  American  consular  officer  in  an  insular  possession 
reports  that  box  shocks  for  pucklug  tomatoes,  bananas,  and  potatoes  are 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  secure,  and  that  dealers  are  asking  for 
the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  box  shooka  The 
consular  officer  supplies  the  nauves  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  firms  to 
which  prices,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Fireless  cookers.  No.  17002. — A  company  in  England  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  it  wishes  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of 
flreless  cookers.  It  is  stated  that  the  cookers  are  practically  unknown  in 
that  district. 

Chemicals  for  paper  making  and  calico  prints.  No.  17503. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Portugal  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  buy 
chemicals  for  paper  making  and  also  for  calico  i)rluts.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 

Silver  and  gold  plated  ware.  No.  17504. — A  merchant  In  Italy  has  requested  an 
American  consular  officer  to  put  him  in  touch  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  dealers  in  silverware  of  all  kinds,  silver-plated  ware,  gold- 
plated  ware,  etc.,  such  as  table  cutlery,  toilet  articles,  cigarette  cases. 
writing  desk  novelties,  cheap  Jewelry,  chains,  buttons,  etc.  He  desires  to 
act  as  an  agent.    Correspondence  should  be  In  Italian  or  French. 

General  representation.  No.  17505. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  an  insular 
possession  writes  that  a  man,  who  is  at  present  connected  with  a  large 
well-known  business  firm,  desires  to  represent  general  commission  houses. 

Drugs,  paints,  etc.,  No.  17506. — ^A  business  man  In  Italy  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  dealers  in  drugs,  paints,  dyestuffs,  etc.,  wifh  the  Idea  of  secur- 
ing an  agency  for  these  lines.  References  are  given.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  Italian. 

aawdust  for  packing.  No.  17507. — An  American  consular  officer  In  an  Insular 
possession  writes  that  sawdust  In  large  quantities  Is  needed  in  his  district 
for  packing  fruits  and  vegetables.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Oils,  metals,  greases,  grain,  etc..  No.  17508. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
Sweden  reports  that  a  firm  In  bis  district  desires  to  establish  commercial 
relations  with  American  exporters  of  oils,  metals,  tallow,  greases,  technical 
products,  grains,  and  seeds. 

Tarnishes,  pharmaceutical  products,  etc..  No.  17509. — ^A  salesman  In  Spain  In- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  seeking  connections,  on  a 
commission  basis,  with  American  manufacturers  of  colors,  dyes,  varnishes, 
chemicals,  and  pharmaceutical  products,  office  supplies,  ferroprussiate 
paper,  hardware,  and  tools.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Wool,  No.  17510. — A  chamber  of  commerce  in  Italy  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  Xork  and  c.  I.  f. 
Genoa  on  carded  wool.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Paper  hags.  No.  17511. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  man  In  his  district  who  contemplates  establishing  a 
plant  for  the  manufacture  of  a  new  pasti^  flour.  He  desires  to  be  placed 
in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  on  the 
Pacific  coast  of  round  paper  bags,  3  and  6  pound  sizes.  Samples  and  full 
Information  should  be  sent  at  once. 
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SHIFHEirT  OF  COTTON  TO  HETHEBL&inDS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Ambassador,  Tbe  Hague,  received  July  7,  1915.] 

The  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust  will  in  general  issue  licenses  to 
import  cotton  upon  receipt  of  application  accompanied  by  a  bank 
guaranty  that  the  cotton  will  be  spun  in  Holland,  and  the  licensee 
may  then  notify  the  Holland- America  Line  to  accept  the  consign- 
ment. The  Oversea  Trust,  however,  reserves  the  right  to  refuse 
licenses  to  applicants  who  are  considered  to  be  accumulating  too 
much  stock  or  who  for  other  reasons  may  lack  the  confidence  of  that 
organization. 

BBITISE  EHBABGO  ON  J1TTE  BAGS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Coiunl  General,  London,  received  July  0,  1915.] 

A  recent  proclamation  adds  jute  bags  to  the  list  of  articles  the 
exportation  of  which  to  all  destinations  is  prohibited.  [Under 
former  embargo  provisions  the  exportation  of  ]ute  bags  to  destina- 
tions outside  of  Europe  and  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Medi- 
terranean and  Black  Seas  was  permitted.] 


CONTIinJAirCE  OF  FBESENT  AIJSTBAIIAH  TABIFF. 

[Cablcsram  from  Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  July  13,  1915.] 

According  to  an  official  statement,  the  present  Australian  customs 
tariff  will  to  continued  in  force  without  modification  for  six  months 
from  date.  [The  tariff  at  present  in  force  in  Australia  was  provi- 
sionally put  into  effect  Dec.  3,  1914,  and  provided  for  increased 
duties  on  a  large  number  of  articles.] 


EXPOSITION  IN  PANAMEA  AGAIN  POSTPONED. 

[Consul  General  Alban  G.  Snyder,  Panama  City,  July  2.] 

The  opening  of  the  National  Exposition  of  Panama  has  been  post- 
poned again,  this  time  imtil  November  3,  1915.  [For  descriptive  ac- 
counts of  tlie  Expositon  in  the  Republic  of  Panama  see  Commerce 
Kefobts  for  May  1, 18,  June  29, 1914.]  ^ 

twu«-l5  209 


Digitized  by 


Google 


210  COMMEHCE  BEPOETS. 

FUBCHASES  OF  SUFFUES  B7  TBAHSVAAL  VISE9. 

[Consul  KdwiD  N.  Oimsaulus,  Johannesburg,  Colon  of  South  Africa,  May  27.] 

Of  the  total  expended  by  the  mines  of  the  Transvaal  in  1914,  for 
stores  of  all  descriptions,  amounting  to  $63,069,190,  all  but  $3,336,963 
was  paid  out  by  the  gold  mines. 

The  great  bulk  of  these  purchases  had  been  negotiated  through 
local  merchants  and  agents  representing  foreign  manufacturers  and 
exporters.  For  this  purpose  an  organization  known  as  the  Com- 
mercial Exchange,  centrally  located  in  Johannesburg,  is  a  ready  and 
valuable  instrument.  Here  practically  all  the  needs  of  the  mines 
are  posted  by  their  respective  buying  departments,  and  the  import- 
ers and  manufacturers  agents  are  thus  able  to  ascertain  the  wants 
of  the  mines  in  the  easiest  way  possible  and  to  keep  in  touch  with 
their  requirements  from  day  to  day. 

Not  all  of  the  purchases  are  made  in  this  way,  for  there  is,  in 
addition,  a  certain  amount  of  canvassing  done  by  nearly  all  of  the 
big  supply  houses,  the  soliciting  of  orders  extending  to  all  parts  of 
the  gold-mining  area  and  to  other  mining  industries  as  wdl.  Be- 
sides, a  considerable  number  of  direct  importations  are  made  by  the 
buying  departments,  although  the  volume  of  orders  so  placed  is  rela- 
tively small.  According  to  statistics,  less  than  $2,000,000  worth  of 
mining  supplies  was  imported  during  the  year  1914  without  the  aid 
of  local  merchants  or  middlemen.  i 

Chamber  of  Klnes  Taket  Over  Oyanide  Pnrchases.  { 

The  principal  item  directly  dealt  with  by  the  mines  during  this 
period  was  that  of  cyanide  for  gold  extraction,  the  jpurchase  of  this 
article  having  been  taken  over  by  the  Chamber  of  Mines  directly 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  European  War,  when  the  main  source  of 
supply— Germany — was  suddenly  and  entirely  eliminated.  These 
means  were  adopted  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  unnecessary 
risks  taken  in  insuring  an  adequate  supply  of  this  article,  so  indis- 
pensable for  gold-minmg  purposes.  ' 

Other  direct  imports  included  zinc  and  zinc  disks,  trucks  and 
spares,  machinery  and  machine  tools,  mercury,  boilers,  electrical 
machinery  and  fittings,  belting,  and  numerous  other  articles,  though 
the  principal  purchases  of  all  except  cyanide  were  made  in  the  ordi- 
nary way. 

In  the  matter  of  mining  and  electrical  machinery,  rock  drills  and 
spares,  timber,  lubricating  oils,  macliine  tools,  belting,  and  scores  of 
other  lines,  American  manufacturers  have  been  and  are  now  well  to 
the  front  in  supplying  the  mining  industry,  both  in  the  Transvaal 
and  Rhodesia. 

Chief  Demand  from  Witwatersrand — Values  of  YaTions  Stores. 

Chief  among  the  enterprises  furnishing  a  market  for  mining  stores 
are  the  gold  mines  of  the  Witwatersrand. 

The  coal  requirements  for  the  gold  mines  alone  amounted  in  value 
to  $4,647,923,  and  for  other  mines,  $245,402.  Chemicals  and  assay 
requisites  totaled  $763,271,  chiefly  for  the  gold  mines;  electrical  ma- 
chinery, $1,702,511.  Electric  power  and  light  cost,  $4,735,065.  Blast- 
ing gelatine  amounted  to  $3,978,285 ;  gelignite  and  gelatine,  $2,536,- 
721;  other  explosives,  $1,237,530.    Ouier  leading  items  were:  Bar 
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and  angle  iron,  $260,942;  white  lime,  $672,495 ;  oils,  $487,506;  greases 
and  tallows,  $317,432;  machinery  and  machinery  tools,  $2,678,847; 
pipes  and  pipe  fittings,  $1,489,723;  wire  rope,  $590,671;  sheet  steel, 
$428,233;  other  steel,  $1,046,348;  timber,  $3,055,126;  zinc  and  zinc 
disks,  $700,488. 

GEEAT  SCAKCITY  OF  THYMOL. 

According  to  the  Indian  Trade  Journal  there  is  apparently  no 
great  eflfort  being  made  to  meet  the  demand  for  thymol  that  has 
become  so  insistent  since  the  German  supply  was  cut  off  by  tlie 
war.  This  opinion  is  based  on  the  fact  that  whereas  formerly  large 
quantities  or  ajowan  seed  {Carum  copticum)  were  shipped  from 
India  to  Germany  for  the  manufacture  of  thymol,  now  the  shipments 
are  of  practically  no  importance. 

In  June,  1914,  2,032  hundredweights  of  112  pounds  of  ajowan  seed 
were  exported  from  India,  and  of  this  total  Germany  took  about  2,000 
hundredweights.    These  figures  may  be  considered  to  be  about  the 
nomal  monthly  average.    In  April,  1915,  the  total  exports  were  only 
44  hundredweights.     The  shortage  of  tlie  drug  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  phenomenal  increase  in  price  that  has  taken  place  since  the 
war  started.    The  normal  price  in  London  in  average  seasons  was 
about  .$1.25  a  pound,  but  within  a  month  after  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities it  had  lumped  to  nearly  $10.    This  high  mark  was  not  main- 
tained after  the  excitement  of  the  first  weeks  of  the  war  had  sub- 
sided, and  at  the  end  of  April  the  drug  was  quoted  at  $5  to  $6  a 
pound  on  the  London  market.    Recently,  however,  there  has  been 
another  decided  rise,  the  price  in  New  York  being  quoted  at  the  re- 
markable figure  of  $12  on  July  12,  a  gain  of  over  ^  m  a  single  week. 
Thymol  is  a  powerful  antiseptic  and  is  widely  used  in  medicine 
and  pharmacy.    There  is  said  to  be  no  particular  difficulty  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  drug  and  it  is  known  to  have  been  manufactured 
in  other  coimtries  than  Germany  before  the  war  started.    The  United 
States  imported  something  over  19,000  pounds  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1914,  principally  from  Germany,  but  evidently  not 
all  of  this  was  manufactured  from  the  Indian  ajowan  seed  referred 
to  in  the  Indian  Trade  Journal.    The  total  production  from  such 
seed  would  not  much  exceed  25,000  pounds  a  year  in  normal  times. 


JAIIAICA  COHir  GEOWESS  SEEK  LOCAL  MAEKET. 

(Consul  J.   C.  MonngliaD,  Kingston,  June  21.] 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  get  the  Public  Works  Department  of 
Jamaica  to  use  native  com,  but  without  much  success  up  to  the  pres- 
ent. Correspondence  between  the  Agricultural  Society  and  the  Hon. 
J.  H.  W.  Park  shows  the  obstacles  to  this  plan  that  have  been  met. 
A  letter  to  Mr.  John  Barclay,  Secretary  of  the  Agricultural  Society, 
states  that  contracts  have  been  entered  into  several  times  for  native 
com,  but  that  endless  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  maintaining  a 
regular  supply  of  good  quality,  resulting  usually  in  the  contractors' 
request  to  be  relieved  of  their  contracts  after  a  few  months. 

Practically  all  the  corn  now  used  is  American.  The  present  re- 
quirements of  the  department  are  approximately  850  bags,  or  1,670 
l)iidiel%  per  month. 
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UinnCIFAL  SEHTIHO  AGENCY  IN  ITALIAN  CIIT. 

[Conaol  John  H.  Grout,  Milan,  Italy,  June  11.] 

The  city  of  Milan  has  undertaken  a  municipal  renting  agency, 
principally  in  order  to  supervise,  to  a  certain  extent,  hygienic  living 
conditions  among  those  occupying  large  workingmen  s  apartments 
or  homes.  First-class  apartments  and  homes  are  also  taken  for  rent 
by  this  municipal  agency,  which  does  not  confine  itself  solely  to  the 
needs  of  the  laboring  classes. 

The  idea  was  first  proposed  by  Dr.  Pietro  Ferrari  at  a  tuberculosis 
congress  in  Milan,  and  a  movement  to  establish  such  a  renting  agency, 
which  had  for  its  chief  purpose  the  investigation  of  the  hygienic 
conditions  and  locations  of  apartments  and  homes,  was  launched  by 
the  city  authorities  of  Milan,  taking  as  its  guides  the  municipal  rent- 
ing agencies  of  Paris  and  Stuttgart. 
Jtake  Keport  on  Cleanliness  and  Location. 

Should  an  owner  care  to  place  his  property  in  the  hands  of  the 
municipal  renting  agency,  the  property  is  first  inspected  by  the 

{)roper  city  officials,  and  a  report  is  made  as  to  its  cleanliness  and 
ocation.  It  is  then  entered  upon  the  bulletin  called  "The  Home," 
issued  free  by  the  office  and  illustrated  by  maps  of  the  city  of  Milan, 
showing  the  exact  locations  of  the  various  vacant  apartments. 

Furnished  rooms  are  not  dealt  with.  No  charges  for  services  are 
made  by  the  office,  and  the  work  has  been  taken  up  exclusively  to 
benefit  those  who  seek  apartments  or  houses  for  rent.  The  bulletin, 
"  The  Home,"  is  reedited  and  reissued  whenever  necessity  demands  it. 
In  Milan  there  are  very  few  "  real  estate  agents,"  as  known  in 
America.  All  details  of  renting  an  apartment  are  usually  taken  care 
of  by  the  "  portinajo,"  or  porter,  who  represents  the  owner  of  the 
builaing  and  who  is  installed  on  the  premises.  Bents  are  payable 
every  six  months  in  advance,  and  notice  to  leave  an  apartment  is 
usually  given  six  months  in  advance. 

City  Conducts  Cleaning-lTp  Campaign. 

This  city  is  now  in  the  midst  of  a  cleaning-up  campaign,  espe- 
cially in  the  outskirts,  where  the  scavenger  carts  dump  their  refuse 
and  where  many  old  and  dilapidated  wooden  shacks,  inhabited  by 
ragpickers  and  refuse  gatherers,  have  been  cleared  away.  Large 
workers'  homes  are  in  the  course  of  construction. 

Much  money  is  being  spent  upon  street  improvements.  In  1914 
Milan  spent  aoout  $350,000,  which  is  greater  than  the  expenditures 
for  previous  years.  Large  and  modem  sewerage  plants  are  being  in- 
stalled, connected  with  the  great  canal  which  traverses  the  old  city 
of  Milan  and  which  was  designed  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci.  There  are 
now  about  175  miles  of  sewerage  drains  in  Milan. 

From  figures  taken  at  the  end  of  March,  1915,  and  compared  witli 
figures  quoted  in  March,  1914,  a  general  advance  of  about  8  per  cent 
is  shown  in  the  cost  of  living.  Bread,  in  March,  1915,  cost  over  17 
per  cent  more  than  during  the  same  month  one  year  ago.  Meat  has 
increased  over  13  per  cent,  while  milk  has  been  reduced  in  cost  about 
7  per  cent. 
Xany  Families  Aided  by  City  Anthoritles. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  European  war  the  municipal  authorities 
imdertook  to  furnish  food  (and  pay  rent  where  necessary)  to  fami- 
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lies  whose  heads  or  workers  were  deprived  of  employment.  Out  of 
a  total  of  about  10,000  families  asking  for  help,  more  than  7,000  were 
aided,  or  more  than  72  per  cent  of  all  those  who  requested  assistance. 
The  city  establislied  soup  kitchens  in  various  localities,  and  thousands 
of  families  were  fed  once  a  day  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  soup  and 
bread.  The  city  also  distributed,  among  such  families  living  too  far 
away  from  the  distributing  centers,  books  containing  free  tickets  for 
food,  which  were  honored  by  butchers  and  bakers  in  their  respec- 
tive districts.  Of  the  workers  in  Milan,  out  of  employment,  who 
were  helped  in  this  way,  25  per  cent  were  skilled  mechanics  and  about 
6  per  cent  were  clerks. 

Much  charitable  work  also  was  done  by  the  city  authorities  in 
helping  Italian  families  who  had  settled  in  belligerent  countries  and 
who  were  forced  to  return  to  Italy  after  the  breaking  out  of  hos- 
tilities. Of  a  total  of  1,800  such  families  who  applied  for  help,  more 
than  70  per  cent  were  assisted. 


CBISIS  IK  SPANISH  WINE  EZFOBT. 

[Consul  GcDeral  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  B-ircelODa,  June  12.] 

While  Spain's  exports  during  the  first  three  months  of  1915  show 
as  a  whole  an  increase  in  comparison  with  those  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  recent  preceding  years,  a  marked  decrease  is  noticeable  in 
the  shipments  abroad  of  wines.  The  falling  off  in  orders  for  Span- 
ish table  and  dessert  wines  is  not  only  due  to  the  war,  which  has 
brought  about  a  restricted  consumption  of  alcoholic  beverages  in 
several  belligerent  countries,  but  to  smaller  sales  to  South  America, 
variously  accounted  for  by  less  freguent  purchases  of  luxuries, 
higher  freights,  stocks  on  hand,  and  increased  trans-Atlantic  wine 
production. 

The  following  comparative  table  indicates  the  parts  of  the  world 
to  which  Spanish  wines  have  been  exported  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  years  1914  and  1915,  and  the  values  of  the  shipments: 


Destination. 


Fnnoe 

England 

Eorope  and  Africa 

Cuba  and  Forto  Rico . 
Remainder  o(  America 
Asia  and  Oceania 

Total 


1914 


Pesetas.       Dollars. 


14,100,375 

234,424 

2,721,125 

962,075 

1,230,350 

46.851 


19,301,200 


2,538,068 

42.196 

489,803 

173,173 

222,543 

8,433 


3,474,216 


1915 


Pesetas.      Dollars. 


2,604,375 
195,950 

3,040,350 
797,325 
435,075 
35,500 


7,108,475 


468,770 
35.271 
547,283 
143,318 
78,313 
6,390 


1,279,525 


Those  interested  in  Spanish  viniculture  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  decrease  in  the  export  of  wines  is  a  menace  to  one  source  of 
national  wealth  and  should  sales  continue  to  lessen  the  whole  wine- 
growing industry  of  Spain  will  be  seriously  affected. 


Water-meter  installation  is  planned  by  the  Honolulu  municipal 
waterworks;  a  resolution  appropriating  $8,500  therefor  is  before  the 
ci^  board. 
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VARIATIONS  IN  FOBEION  TRADE  07  SWATOW,  CHINA. 

[Consul  George  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  Blay  17.] 

Import  and  export  figures  for  Swatow,  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1915,  when  compared  with  the  corresponding  periods  in 
1914  and  1913,  show  variations,  some  of  which  are  due  to  commercial 
changes  brought  about  by  the  European  war. 

Generally  speaking,  the  trade  of  Swatow  shows  a  recovery  from 
the  effects  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  There  is  still  a  scarcity  of 
tonnage,  and  attempts  are  being  made  to  remedy  the  situation  caused 
by  the  impossibility  of  dealers  securing  goods  such  as  dyestuffs  and 
metals  that  formerly  came  from  Germany,  and  by  the  high  prices 
due  to  the  demand  created  elsewhere  for  Hongkong  sugar,  American 
flour,  and  other  foreign  goods  usually  imported  into  Swatow.  Dye- 
stuffs  are  especially  needed. 

Japanese  and  Indian  Tarns  Competitors. 

In  cotton  goods,  Indian  yam  gained  a  little,  in  comparison  with 
the  first  three  months  of  1914,  but  is  beginning  to  find  a  strong  com- 
petitor in  Japanese  yam.  The  latter  is  cheaper,  smoother,  and 
easier  to  unravel  than  the  Indian  article.  It  is  used  for  making 
socks  and  weaving  cloth.-  To  show  the  strides  the  Japanese  have 
made  in  this  regard,  it  is  only  necessary  to  quote  the  import  figures 
for  the  first  quarter  of  each  of  the  last  three  years.  In  1913,  138,533 
pounds;  in  1914,  429,200  pounds,  and  in  1915,  1,358,133  pounds 
were  imported. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  part  of  the  1915  quarter's  increase 
in  these  goods  was  due  to  overspeculation  on  the  part  of  Chinese 
merchants,  who  believed  that  the  war  would  curtau  supplies  from 
India.  Chinese  cotton  goods,  especially  nankeens,  show  substantial 
increases. 

Chinese  dealers  report  that  the  prices  of  cotton  goods  have  not 
risen  since  the  general  rise  of  prices,  which  took  place  immediately 
after  the  war  started.  Shirtings,  gray  and  white,  have  even  dropped 
by  14  to  23  cents  per  piece.  The  present  price  of  8-pound  gray 
shirtings,  39  yards  to  the  piece,  is  $1.81,  United  States  currency ;  of 
SJ-pound  gray  shirting,  $2.03;  and  of  white  shirtings,  $3.79  and 
$3.15. 

In  comparison  with  last  year's  first  quarter  English  plain  gray 
shirtings  show  a  gain  of  10,000  pieces.  Plain  white  shirtings  remain 
about  tne  same.  English  T  cloths  increased  by  700  pieces,  while  the 
Japanese  article  jumped  from  no  imports  to  1,081  pieces.  Plain 
fast-black  Italians  fell  off  badly.  Turkey-red  cambrics  and  shirtings 
declined,  while  cotton  flannels  increased.  Japanese  cotton  cloth  fell 
from  120,050  yards  to  44,456  yards.  Cotton  lastings  and  sheetings, 
handkerchiefs,  and  towels  all  increased. 

Increase  In  Coatlntrs,  Suitings,  and  Berlin  Wool. 

In  woolen  goods  blankets  and  rugs  decreased,  while  coatings  and 
suitings  increased.    Berlin  wool  shows  a  substantial  increase. 

Imports  of  metals,  with  the  exception  of  lead  and  tinned  plates, 
declined  heavily.  Lead  is  used  locally  in  the  manufacture  of  pewter 
ware  and  for  weights  on  the  bottoms  of  fish  nets. 

Tinned  plate,  which  shows  a  large  increase,  is  imported  principally 
by  the  two  leading  oil  companies,  for  the  manufacture  of  kerosene- 
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oil  containers.  A  little  is  used  by  two  local  canning  factories.  On 
account  of  the  war,  prices  of  tinned  plate  have  practically  doubled 
and  are  now  $5.34  and  $4.22  United  States  currency  per  100  sheets. 

Sugar  CnltiTated  at  Expense  of  Kice. 

Although  rice  growing  is  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  the 
natives  of  this  district,  there  is  not  enough  of  the  cereal  grown  to 
sat^fy  local  demands.  The  present  price  of  North  China  rice  is  $1.65, 
United  States  currency,  per  100  pounds ;  of  Siam  rice,  $1.52 ;  and  oi 
local  rice,  $1.48.  Sugar  growing  is  another  important  local  industry, 
and  since  the  war  in  Europe  has  resulted  in  increasing  the  price  of 
sugar,  local  farmers  are  cultivating  sugar  cane  at  the  expense  of  rice 
cultivation.  Consequently  increasing  quantities  of  rice  are  neces- 
sarily imported. 

Imports  of  foreign  flour,  mostly  American,  which  amounted  to 
1,134,467  pounds  in  the  1914  first  quarter,  amounted  to  only  12,533 
pounds  in  the  corresponding  quarter  for  1915.  This  enormous  de- 
crease is  due  to  the  higher  prices,  on  account  of  the  war,  obtainable 
at  other  places.    Shanghai  nour  was  imported  in  its  place. 

Temporary  Cbaases  In  Syestuff  Trade — Japanese  Oil. 

Imports  of  cement  and  coal  fell  off,  as  did  imports  of  aniline  and 
indigo  dyestuffs.  As  these  dyestuffs  were  of  German  manufacture, 
the  war  has  stopped  their  import  into  Swatow.  No  substitute  has 
been  found  so  far  for  aniline  dyes,  and  the  colored-paper  industry 
is  badly  affected.  There  is  still  a  little  left  over  from  the  stock  on 
hand  when  the  war  broke  out. 

Synthetic  indigo  can  compete  locally  only  in  price  with  natural 
indigo,  which  is  largely  produced  in  this  district.  As  synthetic  in- 
digo and,  in  fact,  all  dyestuffs  have  trebled  in  price,  natural  indigo 
has  come  into  favor  again. 

An  interesting  feature  is  the  appearance  of  24,750  gallons  of 
Japanese  oil  on  this  market.  It  is  repoi-ted  that  this  oil  is  imported 
via  Formosa  and  is  8  cents  per  case  cheaper  than  other  kerosene.  Its 
quality  is  poor,  and  Chinese  dealers  mix  it  with  higher  grade  oils 
and  pass  on  the  adulterated  article  on  the  consumer  as  oil  of  higher 
grade. 

[Lists  of  the  importing  and  exporting  houses  at  Swatow  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  offices.] 

ELECTBICAL  DEVICES  FOfi  INDIA. 

The  development  of  electricity  has  made  considerable  progress  in 
British  India,  and  American  manufacturers  of  electric  power  equip- 
meht  and  the  many  devices  which  use  such  power  will  find  a  growing 
market  there.  For  their  benefit  the  new  Handbook  on  India,  just 
off  the  press,  includes  complete  information  about  electricity  in 
India — the  electric  plants,  and  the  voltage,  cycles,  unit  price,  etc.,  of 
the  current  furnished.  The  book  also  includes  chapters  on  the  open- 
ing for  the  sale  of  electrical  devices.  This  640-page  volume,  with 
map,  may  be  had  for  $1  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Washii^ton,  D.  C. 
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mON  AHD  TIN  IN  SAN  LUIS  FOTOSI,  KEZICO. 

[Consul  Wilbert  L.  Bonney,  San  Lute  Potosl,  June  25.] 

The  difficulties  and  expense  of  importing  into  San  Luis  Potosi 
have  resulted  in  several  adaptations  and  shifts  to  meet  the  lack  of 
supplies  and  materials.  One  of  the  promising  experiments  prompted 
by  necessity  is  the  attempt  of  a  local  foundry  to  smelt  iron  from 
native  ore.  The  shortage  of  pig  iron  has  been  met  to  some  extent 
by  using  railroad  scrap  iron,  but  this  supply  is  also  short,  and  prices 
have  been  increased  and  quoted  in  gold. 

As  an  experiment  the  foundry  tried  smelting  ore  which  has  been 
a  waste  product  from  Barreno  Mine,  located  about  10  miles  from  the 
city  of  San  Luis  Potosi.  The  experiment  was  partially  successful, 
and  with  a  larger  furnace  it  is  beUeved  the  product  will  be  a  good 
quality  of  pig  iron.  The  ore  is  found  to  contain  55  to  62  per  cent  of 
iron  and  considerable  arsenic.  The  foundry  is  installing  a  furnace 
capable  of  turning  out  daily  4  tons  of  pig  iron.  If  found  practi- 
cable, the  foundry  will  take  all  the  iron  ore  from  Ban-eno,  which 
has  heretofore  been  wasted,  while  other  iron  deposits  in  the  San  Luis 
Potosi  district,  which  have  been  entirely  neglected,  will  receive 
attention.  The  vein  in  Barreno  is  about  5  feet  wide  at  a  depth  of 
200  feet  and  covered  with  a  cap  of  rh^olite. 

The  search  for  and  the  exploitation  of  precious  metals  in  the 
San  Luis  Potosi  district  have  engrossed  attention  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  less  valuable  metals  have  been  overlooked.  At  a  time 
when  it  was  believed  all  the  richest  gold  and  silver  mines  had  been 
uncovered,  the  cyaniding  process  was  introduced  and  served  to 
renew  interest  in  the  precious  metals  and  led  to  further  neglect  of 
baser  metals.  As  a  result  there  has  been  no  exploitation  of  iron 
and  tin  and  only  a  small  working  of  zinc. 

Tin  has  long  been  known  by  surface  indications  in  the  San  Luis 
Potosi  district.  It  has  never  been  exploited  and  there  is  not  a  tin 
mine  in  the  district.  Very  close  to  the  capital  city  it  appears  on  the 
surface  and  is  smelted  by  blacksmith  methods  for  local  use.  In 
small  quantities  the  product  is  used  for  solder  and  has  been  shipped 
to  Mexico  City  in  small  lots  for  making  solder.  It  is  said  that  tin 
is  found  on  the  surface  in  connection  with  quicksilver  deposits  and 
old  quicksilver  workings.  The  quantity  of  tin  has  never  been  dis- 
closed nor  even  estimated  and  it  is  possible  that  there  is  no  great 
depth.  With  any  revival  of  the  mining  industry  it  is  certain  that 
iron  and  tin  will  receive  more  attention  and  it  is  also  probable  that 
bismuth  and  arsenic  will  be  considered  worth  the  time  of  the 
prospector. 

FEW  KID  GLOVES  WOBN  IN  COSTA  BICA. 

In  forwarding  the  name  of  the  principal  importer  of  kid  gloves  at 
Port  Limon,  Costa  Rica,  Consul  C.  Donaldson  says :  "  Owing  to  the 
hot,  moist  climate  at  this  port  and  throughout  the  surrounding  dis- 
trict, kid  gloves  are  worn  very  little  by  either  sex,  the  total  annual 
importation  averaging  scarce  $1,500,  75  per  cent  of  which  comes 
from  the  L^nited  States  and  15  per  cent  from  France."  The  address 
i-eferred  to  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
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POST  "BELLJTM.  COBDITIOHS  IN  SOTTTH  AFRICA. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Murpliy,  Cape  Town,  Jane  2.] 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  National  Bank 
of  South  Africa,  which  took  place  in  Pretoria  on  May  28,  the  chair- 
man, Hon.  Hugh  Crawford,  expressed  the  opinion  that  after  the 
war  the  world  will  resemble  a  firm  restarting  business  after  having 
lost  a  considerable  part  of  its  capital.  At  first  possibly  an  artificial 
activity  will  be  imparted  to  trade,  because  of  the  necessity  for  repair- 
ing the  ravages  of  war,  but  after  this  process  has  been  completed  it 
seems  likely  that  a  period  of  general  depression  will  ensue,  which 
will  continue  for  a  few  years  until  capital  has  been  replenished. 

This  economic  stagnation  may  not  extend  alike  to  all  quarters  of 
the  globe,  because  in  certain  countries  the  effects  of  the  upheaval 
must  necessarily  be  less  manifest  and  far-reaching  than  in  others. 
Looking  at  the  matter  from  the  bank's  point  of  view,  Mr.  Crawford 
said  that  he  did  not  expect  to  see  any  great  depression  in  South 
Africa,  because  the  gold  mines  are  prospering.  Though  it  can  not 
be  denied  that  in  course  of  time  these  mines  will  become  a  wasting 
asset,  it  will  be  many  years  before  the  industry  perceptibly  wanes, 
as  there  is  a  prospect  of  new  fields  being  opened  up.  Moreover,  other 
industries  are  bemg  developed,  and  South  Africa  will  soon  become  a 
material  factor  in  the  production  of  foodstuffs  for  exportation. 

Should  hostilities  long  continue,  it  is  conceivable  that  there  may  be 
a  plethora  of  money,  owing  to  the  partial  cessation  of  commercial 
enterprise;  but  with  the  restoration  of  peace  it  seems  reasonable  to 
expect  a  scarcity  of  capital  which  will  compel  borrowers  to  pay  more 
for  their  requirements  than  heretofore.  Although  during  the  com- 
ing year  the  progress  of  South  Africa  may  be  retarded  with  its  rich 
natural  resources  it  can  complacently  face  the  future  and  the  ap- 
proaching interval  of  depression. 

Commenting  upon  Mr.  Crawford's  optimistic  forecast,  the  Capo 
Argus  on  May  29  said : 

He  baaea  his  opinion  on  the  fact  that  the  gold  mines  are  prosperous,  that  new 
fields  win  be  opened  up,  and  thnt  the  country  will  become  a  material  factor  iu 
the  production  of  foodstuffs.  Everyone  hopes  that  this  forecast  will  be  ful- 
filled, but  it  will  not  do  to  take  It  for  granted  that  this  country  wUl  be  exempt 
from  a  depression  which  must  follow  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  depletion  of  capital  is  bound  to  afTect  South  Africa,  as  well  as  other 
conntries,  and  without  capital  it  will  be  Impossible  to  develop  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  any  great  extent  A  great  deal  dei)ends  upon  the*  labor  position, 
which  no  one  can  predict  with  any  pretension  to  accuracy.  It  is  Improbable 
that  there  will  be  any  great  immigration  for  some  time  after  the  war,  and 
South  Africa  will  be  fortunate  if  It  can  provide  employment  for  its  own  men 
who  will  be  returning  to  civil  occupations.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  the 
prospect  of  a  considerable  amount  of  development  work  in  the  newly  acquired 
territory,  which  may  benefit  the  Union.  Moreover,  it  is  quite  true  that  South 
Africa  can  play  an  Important  part  In  the  production  of  the  world's  food,  if  it  is 
wise  enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity.  The  duration  of  the  war  is 
the  most  uncertain  factor.  The  longer  it  continues  the  worse  must  be  the 
sabsequent  conditions.  Hence  any  forecast  must  be  conjectural.  This  should 
not,  however,  prevent  business  men  and  producers  from  taking  thought  for  the 
morrow  or  from  preparing  for  conditions  which  may  reasonably  be  expected. 


"Mica  bran"  is  now  manufactured  by  Nebraska  and  Texas  fac- 
tories for  concrete  facing  work  to  produce  rock  effects. 
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DTDIA'S  TEADE  IN  MABCH  AND  AFBH. 

[Consul  James  Oliver  Lains,  Karachi,  India,  May  12.] 

Both  the  import  and  the  export  trade  of  India  declined  in  March 
last  as  compared  with  March,  1914,  the  combined  trade  (exclusive 
of  treasure)  being  valued  at  $75,911,736,  against  a  corresponding 
total  of  $126,355,596  for  the  preceding  year.  However,  the  falling 
off  was  not  quite  so  great  when  contrasted  with  the  total  ($115,916,- 
362)  for  March,  1913.  Summarized,  the  import  and  export  move- 
ment of  both  merchandise  and  treasure  during  March  of  the  last 
three  years  was: 


Uonth. 


Uerchandise. 


Imports.       Exxx>rts. 


Total. 


Treasure. 


Imports.      Exports.        TotaL 


Uarcb,  1915 
March,  1S14 
Uarch,  1913 


130,317,900 

SO,  165, 527 
45,820,796 


145,594,476 
78,190,069 
70, 295, 686 


$75,911,736 
198,355,696 
115,916,362 


16,098,857 
13,280,100 
U,8A892 


1203,270 
1,432.830 
1,187,653 


16,301,927 
14,692,730 
13,860,545 


Chief  Oains  and  Losses. 

Compared  with  March,  1914,  imports  in  March  last  increased  in 
only  eight  items  of  any  importance :  Molasses,  $186,739 ;  salt,  $50,944 ; 
precious  stones  and  pearls,  unset,  $57,222;  chemicals,  $88,381;  silk 

fiece  goods,  $74,564 ;  cement,  $48,442 ;  matches,  $255,972 ;  and  horses, 
186,767.  In  the  same  period  the  following  decreases  were  noted: 
Coal,  $181,505;  kerosene,  $831,617;  other  mineral  oils,  $220,189; 
raw  silk,  $169,499;  hardware,  $608,413;  glass  and  glassware, 
$257,010;  textile  machinery,  $604,106;  bars  and  channel  steel, 
$683,094;  cast-iron  or  steel  pipes  and  fittings,  $208,163;  iron  or 
steel  sheets  and  plates,  $2,042,439;  wrought  copper,  $696,523;  rail- 
way coaches  and  freight  cars,  $826,367 ;  locomotives,  etc.,  $384,489 ; 
railway  materials  for  construction,  $374,288;  cotton  piece  goods — 
gray  $1,509,493,  white  $2,438,685,  and  colored  $2,892,733. 

In  exports  increases  were  recorded  in :  Bran  and  pollards,  $88,508 ; 
pulse,  $118,110;  wheat,  $137,261;  paraffin  wax,  $127,036;  pepper, 
$119,537;  black  tea,  $902,303;  coconut  oil,  $159,816;  raw  rubber, 
$91,748;  raw  hemp,  $249,532;  raw  wool,  $293,166;  gunny  bags, 
$654,199;  opium,  $50,600;  saltpeter,  $80,216;  tanned  hides,  $518,526; 
and  indigo,  $83,438.  In  the  same  period  decreases  occurred  in 
shipments  of:  Manganese  ore,  $240,556;  gunny  cloth,  $657,668; 
jawar  and  bajra,  $347,704;  gram,  $120,794;  wheat  flour,  $220,355; 
rice— in  the  husk  $149,300,  husked  $9,967,406;  tanned  skins,  $166,152; 
raw  hides,  $1,511,594;  coffee,  $573,615;  cotton— raw  $7,985,652, 
twist  $1,660,417,  piece  goods  $109,723;  raw  jute,  $2,321,311;  lac, 
$380,624;  bones  (manures),  $131,689;  seeds — copra  or  coconut  ker- 
nel $458,759;  castor  $115,927,  cotton  $674,348,  groundnuts  $1,958,620, 
linseed  $409,485,  rape  $1,114,960,  sesame  $892,749;  raw  skins, 
$268,678;  oilcakes,  $145,118;  and  myrobalans,  $128,508. 

[Vice  Consul  John  Stuart  Hunt,  Calcutta,  May  20.] 
Insufficient  Tonnagre  Restricts  Indian  Commerce. 

If  one  add  to  the  shortage  of  vessels  occasioned  by  commandeer- 
ing and  other  withdrawals  the  congestion  that  is  at  present  a  strik- 
ing feature  of  the  working  of  sundry  British  ports^  the  inability  of 
India  to  obtain  the  tonnage  needed  to  satisfy  trading  requirements 
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calls  for  little  further  explanation.    In  this  connection  the  following 
table  may  be  of  interest : 


Entered  and  cleared  with  cargo. 


Steamers. 


No.        Tons. 


Sailing  vessels. 


No.        Tons. 


Total. 


No.        Tons. 


SNTBRSD. 


March,  191S 

February,  1M5.. 
llardi,I9M 


Hatch,  1915.... 
Febmary,  191S.. 
Uarob,  1914.... 


193 
ISl 
234 


230 
204 
307 


410,309 
303, 0$4 
640,047 


488,269 
441,899 
844.841 


117 
65 

S8 


203 
128 
172 


12,196 
6,006 
4,431 


18,662 
10,866 
.14,821 


310 
216 
292 


433 
332 

479 


422,509 
308,090 
645,128 


£06.931 
452.865 
859,703 


It  is  probable  that  the  abnormal  fluctuation  in  supply  and  demand 
exercised  a  dominant  influence  in  bringing  about  certain  trade  de- 
creases, and  the  transport  factor  was  secondary.  No  doubt,  in  cal- 
culating the  significance  of  decreased  supplies  of  tonnage,  allowance 
must  be  made  for  diminished  demand. 

[Consul  Maxwell  K.  Moorhead,  Rangoon,  May  20.] 
Imports  at  Kangoon  BarinK  Nine  Konths  of  War. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  war  (Aug.  1, 1914,  to  Apr.  30, 
1915),  the  value  of  the  merchandise  imported  mto  Rangoon  by  sea 
from  all  countries  except  India  was  $21,158,590,  as  compared  with 
^8,933,350  during  the  like  period  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
values  of  principal  articles  imported  were: 


AitkHm. 


Coal 

Cotton,  mannttetnras  ok 

Pinecoods 

Twlstendyam 

Etrtban  and  china  ware. . 

Fmits  and  vegetables  (ex- 
cept oaDDed  or  bottled) . 

Fbh,   including   canned 


Glass  and  glassware 

Habecdastaery  and  millin- 
ery  

Iron  and  ateel,  maniitae- 
tores  ob 
Hardware     (excluding 
cutlery  and  electro- 

ptatadwara) 

Machinery 

AH  other  sorts 

Leather,  and    manulao- 

tores  of  . , 

Oib 

Provisions   and   oilman 


Nine  months  ended  Apr. 
30- 


1914 


$186,210 

9,14S,0«> 
695,820 
468,220 

(•) 

(0) 
286,530 

(») 


1,130,100 
3,012,770 

137,870 
222,560 

2,868,570 


1915 


(107,230 

4,035,080 
362,380 
95,610 

138,420 

395,490 
68,820 

267,340 


526,090 
1,046,380 
3,183,980 

52,540 

274,770 

1,219,380 


Articles. 


Salt 

Silk,  and  manntectores  of: 

Raw 

Piece  goods 

Spioes  (betel  nuts) 

Spirits,  wines,  and  malt 
liquors: 

Ale,  porter,  stout,  beer. . 

Splrih 

Wines 

Other  sorts 

Sugar  

Tobacco , 

Umbrellas,  parasols,  sun- 
shades  

Wearing  apparel,  n.  e.  a. . . 
Wool,  manuloctures  ok 

Piece  goods 

Shawls 

All  other  artkfles 


Total. 


Nine  monthsended  Apr. 
30- 


1914 


t320,060 

692,900 

1,692,750 

97,880 


599,780 

561,140 

60,510 

1,470 

1,746,830 

617,110 

182,800 
1,051,290 

964,750 

229,440 

12,051,960 


38,933,350 


1915 


«342,420 

199,320 
583,040 
152,730 


233,540 
292,010 

37,030 

76,080 

1,247,410 

287,180 

104,370 

72,640 

467,110 

15,910 

6,274,290 


21,158,590 


elndoded  fai "  Provisions." 
tlnelnded  in  "All  other  articles." 


c Included  in  "Iron  and  steel  manufactures." 


[Consul  General  James  A.  Smith,  Calcutta,  May  27.] 
■ea-Bune  Trade  for  ApriL 

The  fiscal  year  in  India  ends  on  March  31,  and  the  figures  given 
below  are  therefore  for  the  first  month  of  the  new  fiscal  year.  The 
ahOTtage  of  available  bottoms  is  in  a  measure  responsible  for  the 
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decline  in  the  trade,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  increased  amount 
of  tonnage  will  be  available  later  on,  when  an  improvement  may  be 
looked  for. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  British  India  during  April,  1915, 
was  $30,074,970.  This  represents  a  decrease  of  $17,032,750  from  the 
corresponding  month  of  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  exports, 
excluding  reexports,  was  $39,045,753,  a^  falling  oflf  of  $25,571,090 
compared  with  April,  1914.  Reexports 'totaled  $713,754,  a  decline 
of  $551,536  from  the  value  of  similar  shipments  of  April,  1914. 

As  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  of  the  previous  year, 
imports  of  treasure  in  April,  1915,  decreased  by  $6,975,317  to 
$3,860,756,  and  exports  of  treasure  declined  by  $908,413  to  $162,216. 


BECEITT  AMEBICAN  TBADE  STATISTICS. 

The  following  were  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for 
the  week  ending  July  10  (five  business  days),  1915,  at  13  principal 
customs  district  of  the  United  States : 


SisUicts. 


Imports. 


Dutin  ool. 
l«cted. 


Exports. 


Oeorgia  (Sarannab) 

llassacbusetts  (Boston) 

New  York 

PhUadelphla 

Maryland  (Baltimore)  . 

Virginia  (Norfolk) 

New  Orleans 

Galveston 

San  Francisco 

Washington  (Seattle).. 

Buffalo 

Chicago 

Ulchigan  (Detroit) 

Total 


f4,7Sg 

183 

2,765.761 

224,566 

3,  lis,  906 

1,874,787 

1,046.644 

269,296 

4C0,926 

21,103 

435,316 

7,272 

1,340,584 

!0,177 

258,030 

64,975 

1,653,246 

72,924 

8^,374 

26,634 

420,553 

14,988 

272,234 

{0,161 

446,585 

21,244 

$318,935 
2,123,766 
19,609  844- 
1,986, 24S 
1,899,431 
3,794,660 
2,236,027 
1,200,790 
2,002.706 
1,344,681 
1,074,361 
68,211 
3,151.447 


23,120,832 


2,734,116 


40,801,148 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ended  July  10,  in  the  13  customs  districts,  of 
$17,674,214.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  90  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  May,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ended  July  10  amounted  to 
38,072  bales,  maldng  the  total  since  August  1,  1914,  approximately 
8,350,593  bales. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  at  the 
principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States,  by  weeks,  for  the 
period  ended  July  10  follows: 


Week  ended- 


Imports. 


Dot  In 
collected. 


Exports. 


Excess  of 
exports. 


lune  5 . 
June  12 
June  19 
June  2S 
July  3.. 
July  10. 


127.017,651 
32,621,619 
30,062.279 
31.894,639 
29,896,465 
23,126,932 


13,263,010 
3,633,676 
4,373,381 
3,691,833 
3,160,069 
2,734,116 


144,213,871 
46,877,826 
49,177,367 
40,944,204 
60,443,243 
40,801,146 


(17,190, 2k. 
14,256,207 
19,116,068 
9,0»,665 
20,645,778 
17,674,214 
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BET  WEiaHT  FOOB  PACEAOE  BECISIOH. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  decided  to  ex- 
tend until  JanuaiT  1,  191B,  the  privilege  of  using  labels  and  cartons 
printed  prioi*  to  May  11,  1914,  which  do  not  state  the  quantity  of 
the  contents  of  packages  of  food  in  teims  of  the  largest  unit  as  ]f"ood 
Inspection  Decision  No.  154  holds  that  they  should,  providing  the 
quantity  of  the  contents  is  otherwise  plainly  and  correctly  indicated. 
For  example,  it  is  not  proper,  under  Food  Inspection  Decision  No. 
154,  to  mark  a  package  "Contents  26  fluid  ounces";  the  package 
^ould  be  marked  "  One  and  five-eighths  pints "  or  "  One  pint  10 
fluid  ounces."  The  purpose  of  this  decision  is  to  comjjel  quantities 
to  be  stated  in  the  form  most  readily  intelligible  to  most  persons. 
In  order  to  avoid  the  waste  of  a  large  number  of  labels  and  car- 
tons, however,  which  had  been  printed  before  this  decision  was 
issued,  the  department  agreed  some  time  ago  to  permit  the  use  of 
such  labels  and  cartons  which,  although  they  did  not  comply  with 
the  regulations  in  this  respect  were  otherwise  satisfactory,  had  been 
printed  prior  to  May  11,  1914,  and  indicated  an  honest  attempt  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law.  The  present  decision  ex- 
tends the  time  to  which  these  labels  may  be  used  from  June  1,  1915, 
to  January  1,  1916,  the  additional  time  being  granted  to  enable 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  food  products  to  dispose  of  their 
stocks  of  labels  and  to  avoid  the  loss  which  the  immediate  enforce- 
ment of  the  regulations  in  this  respect  would  cause.  Until  January 
1,  1916,  therefore,  the  department  will  not  recommend  proceedings 
solely  upon  the  charge  that  the  statement  of  quantity  of  con- 
tents on  the  package,  if  otherwise  satisfactory,  is  not  in  terms  of  the 
largest  unit  in  the  package. 

PEOPOSED  chutese  steamship  leete. 

[Honolulu  Star-BalletlD.  June  28.] 

At  least  five  modem  steamers,  equipped  for  passenger  and  cargo 
traffic,  constructed  along  lines  similar  to  the  vessels  now  operated  m 
the  trans-Pacific  service  by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  designed  to 
follow  the  semitropical  route  and  make  regular  calls  at  Honolulu 
both  outward  and  homeward,  are  assured  and  will  go  into  commis- 
sion within  a  year,  says  Fung  Sui,  the  representative  of  a  company 
of  Chinese  capitalists,  who  is  on  his  way  to  the  United  States  to 
close  negotiations  and  place  contracts  for  material  leading  to  the 
early  completion  of  the  fleet  of  steamers. 

That  the  Chinese  Republic  has  guaranteed  a  generous  subsidy  to 
the  company  now  ready  to  operate  freight  and  passenger  carriers, 
was  admitted  by  the  Chinese  to-day.  Much  of  the  capital  was  sub- 
scribed in  south  and  central  China.  The  vessels  will  make  Shanghai 
a  terminal  port.  The  route  may  be  extended  to  include  a  visit  to 
Hongkong  and  possibly  to  Manila.  They  are  expected  to  fly  the 
Chinese  flag  and  will,  with  but  few  exceptions,  carry  aji  entire  com- 
plement of  Chinese  as  officers  and  crew. 

Two  steamers  are  expected  to  enter  the  trade  within  a  short  time. 
It  is  possible  that  they  may  be  purchased  on  the  east  coast  in  order 
to  hasten  the  development  of  business  which  is  believed  to  give 
promise  of  great  expansi(Hi. 
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NEW  CANADIAN  WHAUNa  COHPANT. 

[Consul  Bobert  Brent  Mogher,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  June  26.1 

On  April  29  the  Canadian  North  Pacific  Fisheries  (Ltd.))  of 
Victoria,  closed  its  doors  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  May  22, 1915], 
and  shortly  thereafter  the  Victoria  Whaling  Co.,  headed  by  C.  Rogers 
Brown,  was  organized  to  purchase  the  assets  of  the  defunct  concern. 
On  June  25  these  assets  were  disposed  of  to  the  Victoria  Whaling 
Co.  in  the  supreme  court  in  this  city,  and  the  new  company  intends 
to  start  operations  at  once. 

Considerable  activity  already  prevails  on  the  whaling  company's 
premises  in  Victoria,  where  its  fleet  is  being  gotten  ready  for  service. 
The  whalers  Black  and  Green  are  on  the  ways  of  the  Victoria  Ma- 
chinery Depot  to  be  put  in  first-class  condition,  and  they  are  to  be 
dispatched  on  June  28  to  the  whaling  grounds.  The  Bliie  and  Wil- 
liam Grant  are  receiving  the  same  attention,  and  will  be  dispatched 
a  few  days  later.  The  Brown  and  White  will  likewise  leave  the  latter 
part  of  next  week.  Should  the  reports  of  these  six  vessels  be  favor- 
able, the  remaining  whalers  in  Victoria  will  be  fitted  out  and  dis- 
patched as  soon  as  possible. 

At  present  only  the  stations  at  Kyuquot  and  Naden  Harbor  will 
be  operated,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  stations  at  Sechart  and  Rose 
Harbor  will  be  operating  before  the  close  of  the  season.  Large  num- 
bers of  whales  have  been  reported  oflf  the  coast,  and  the  season, 
although  a  short  one,  should  prove  profitable. 


USUBFATION  OF  TBABE-MABK  IN  ABaENTINA. 

A  striking  instance  of  trade-mark  misappropriation  in  Argentina 
has  just  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  Bureau  and  is  cited 
here  for  the  benefit  of  American  manufacturers  who  may  have  neg- 
lected to  obtain  the  registration  of  their  trade-marks  in  that  country. 
Some  years  ago  the  trade-mark  of  a  prominent  American  automobile 
company  was  registered  in  Argentina  by  an  unauthorized  person  and 
was  subsequently  bought  up  by  the  agent  of  that  concern.  The 
agent  is  now  demanding  a  large  sum  of  money  for  transferring  to 
the  manufacturers  his  own  trade-mark  and  is  threatening  to  prevent 
the  sale  of- the  automobiles  bearing  that  mark  unless  his  terms  are 
met.  The  situation  confronting  the  company  is  the  payment  of 
an  exorbitant  amount  for  the  privilege  of  using  its  own  mark, 
with  the  alternative  of  an  expensive  litigation  and  crippled  business. 
Such  experiences  emphasize  m  a  most  striking  manner  the  necessity 
of  early  registration  in  countries  where  registration  and  not  prior 
use  gives  ownership  in  a  mark. 

FULL  CAEGOES  OF  lUUBEB  EXPOETED  FEOH  GITJIF. 

The  Bureau's  New  Orleans  office  is  advised  by  a  Mississippi  lumber 
concern  that  it  has  shipped  a  solid  cargo  of  red  gum  lumber  to  Grenoa, 
Italy,  by  sailing  vessel.  The  company  believes  that  this  is  the  first 
known  shipment  of  the  kind,  as  previous  shipments  have  been  in 
small  parcels.  The  same  concern  has  chartered  a  steamer  to  sail  in 
July  with  a  full  cargo  of  hardwood  for  London,  which  is  reported 
to  be  the  first  steamer  cargo  of  hardwood  exported. 
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OOOD  DEHAiro  IN  UVEBFOOI  aiXJE  HABEET. 

[Consul  Horace  Lee  Washington,  Liverpool,  England,  June  25.] 

The  I/iverpool  glue  market  at  present  is  a  fairly  good  one.  It  is 
chiefly  supplied  by  British  manufacturers,  and  to  a  small  extent  by 
importations  from  Holland. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  demand  has  increased  at  least  20  per  cent, 
owing  to  the  present  use  by  the  Government  of  glue  supplies  in  vari- 
ous manufactures.  Although  certain  importations  which  in  the  past 
have  been  regular  are  now  entirely  cut  oflf,  yet  the  market  can  not 
be  considered  a  bare  one,  as  there  is  an  average  supply  on  hand  which 
is  kept  up,  notwithstanding  the  steady  demand. 

Prices  for  clear  brown  glue  of  good  quality  packed  in  sacks  of 
one  hundredweight,  delivered  free  on  rails  or  free  on  board  steamer, 
are  $6.93  to  $8.63  per  hundredweight,  dependent  on  the  quality  of 
the  glue.    There  is  practically  no  trade  in  powdered  glue. 

Two  firms  interviewed  have  expressea  a  desire  to  hear  from 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters,  and  have  also  volunteered  to 
offer  suggestions  as  to  this  market,  if  direct  communication  is  estab- 
lished. These  firms,  whose  addresses  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C.,  desire 
prices,  quality  of  glue,  and  how  packed.  They  state  that  they  are 
prepared  to  import  in  large  quantities  if  prices  are  reasonable. 


SALES  OF  CANASIAH  BOin)S. 

[CoDsal  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  July  10.] 

According  to  the  Monetary  Times,  Toronto,  the  sale  of  municipal 
bonds  in  Canada  during  June  amounted  to  $2,664,744.  In  May  the 
sales  were  $4,264j281  and  a  year  ago  in  May  $4,617,857.  No  large 
sales  were  made  in  the  United  States  in  Jime,  although  part  of  an 
issue  of  $1,000,000  of  bonds  of  London,  Ontario,  was  sold  in  the 
States. 

For  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the  sales  of  Canadian  bonds 
amounted  to  $128,659,206,  distributed  as  follows:  Sold  in  the  United 
States,  $60,297,772;  in  Canada,  $27,186,434;  and  in  Great.  Britain, 
$41,175,000,  The  total  bond  sales  last  year  were  $257,581,296,  as 
compared  with  sales  of  $373,795,295  in  1913. 

The  Canadian  securities  sold  in  Great  Britain  for  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year  were  as  follows :  Dominion  Government  4J  per 
cent  5-year  bonds,  $25,000,000;  Grand  Trunk  Railway  5^  per  cent 
5-year  notes,  $12,500,000;  and  Canadian  Northern  Railway  6J  per 
cent  1-year  notes,  $3,675,000. 

The  sales  of  high-grade  Canadian  bonds  in  the  United  States  have 
been  larger  so  far  this  year  than  in  any  previous  similar  period. 


Frost  Curtails  Canada  Blueberry  Crop. 

The  blueberry  or  huckleberry  crop  in  the  Parry  Sound  district  of 
Ontario  Province  has  been  damaged  by  frost,  reports  Consul  Kirk, 
of  Owen  Sound,  under  date  of  July  8.  Presumably  this  is  the 
Canadense  variety  of  the  blueberry  {vaccinum),  which  ripens  one  to 
three  weeks  later  than  other  low-growing  ones,  is  more  acid,  but  very 
prolific 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFFOBTUJNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  branch  oSces.  Request 
for  ea>U  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flie  nnmber  given. 

Steel  hoops.  No.  17512.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Egypt  reports  that  an 
association  in  lils  district  desires  to  communicate  wltk  American  manu- 
facturers of  steel  hoops,  8  feet  long,  lA  Inches  wide,  gauge  18  B.  W.  G. 
The  hoops  should  be  cut  to  length  but  not  punched.  They  should  be  paclced 
in  bundles  of  50  hoops  each,  28  bundles  to  the  ton,  and  must  be  free  from 
rust  on  delirery.  It  is  stated  that  the  association  is  prepared  to  order  a 
few  trial  lots  of  5  tons  each. 

Ilalerdashert/,  No.  17513. — A  merchant  in  Spain  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  import  large  quantities  of  men's  furnishings.  It 
is  stated  that  he  has  been  established  in  this  line  of  business  for  a  number 
of  years  and  carries  a  large  stock  of  goods.  He  solicits  catalogues  from 
manufacturers  of  collars,  neclctles,  gloves,  shirts,  tennis  shoes,  underwear, 
hosiery,  jewelry,  and  all  kinds  of  novelties.  References  are  given.  Cata- 
logues and  correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Pencils,  pins,  hair  tcavers.  No.  17514. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  pencils,  pins,  and  hair  wavers,  with  a  view  to  purchasing 
large  quantities.    Reference  Is  given. 

Drugs,  No.  17515. — A  trading  agency  In  India  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American 
exporters  of  medicines  and  drugs  of  all  kinds.  Prices,  discounts,  and 
terms  of  sale  should  be  supplied  at  once.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  i.  f.  destinatior,  if  possible.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Material  for  hand  bags.  No.  17510. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway 
reix>rts  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  frames, 
locks,  etc.,  for  women's  band  bags  and  purses,  and  fancy  leather  for  use 
In  manufacturing  the  hand  bags  and  purses.  Prices  should  be  quoted 
c.  i.  f.  destination.    Catalogues  and  samples  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Bctcing  machines,  etc..  No.  17517. — A  business  man  in  Italy  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  sewing  machines,  etc.  Correspondence  and  catalogues  must  be  in  French 
or  Italian.  The  man  desires  to  deal  direct  with  the  manufacturer.  Refer- 
ences are  given. 

Cutlery,  No.  17518. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reiwrts  that  n  com- 
pany In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  cutlery  of  all  klnda  Illustrated  catalogues,  prices,  dis- 
counts, terms  of  sale,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations  should  be 
made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  The  firm  states  that  it  Is  in  position  to  supply 
references.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Tableware,  No.  17519.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that  a  firm 
in  bis  district  wishes  quotations  on  sliver  and  white-metal  tableware.  Cata- 
logues, together  with  prices  and  full  Information,  should  be  sent  at  once. 
Reference  will  be  supplied  by  the  firm.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Italian 
or  French. 


AMERICAN  SILK  BIBBONS  FOB  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Fort  IJmon,  June  22.] 

The  value  of  the  total  annual  importation  of  silk  ribbons  at  Port 
Limon  averages  about  $40,000,  of  which  in  the  past  Germany  has 
supplied  approximately  60  per  cent,  France  20  per  cent,  Italy  8  per 
cent,  England  5  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  about  4  per  cent. 
At  present,  owing  to  the  disturbed  conditions  in  Europe,  practically 
all  of  this  trade  should  go  to  the  United  States. 

[The  names  of  the  two  leading  silk-ribbon  importers  in  Port  Limon 
may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 
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ESTDIATE  OF  CANADIAN  WHEAT  CBOF. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  July  8.] 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  weather  conditions  which  have 
been  experienced  throughout  the  Canadian  west  during  the  growing 
season,  the  latest  estimate  as  to  the  total  crop  of  wheat  is  stated  to  be 
200,000,000  bushels.  This  prediction  was  made  by  Commissioner 
J.  P.  Jones,  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Government  Grain  Board 
at  Fort  William,  after  a  four  weeks'  tour  of  inspection  through  the 
crop  area  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan.  It  is  believed  that  the 
gram  movement  will  begin  about  two  weeks  earlier  than  usual. 

CONSUIAS  TBABS  CONTSBEHTCES. 

Supplementing  the  announcement  in  Commerce  Reports  for  July 
10, 1915,  concerning  the  visit  to  the  United  States  of  Consul  General 
Thomas  Sammons,  of  Shanghai,  he  writes:  "It  is  not  possible  to 
state  definitely  how  long  I  will  be  able  to  remain  in  San  Francisco 
or  on  the  Pacific  coast.  Unless  urgent  American  trade-expansion 
matters  require  me  to  visit  north  Pacific  coast  commercial  centers  I 
shall  proceed  to  the  Battle  Creek  (Mich.)  Sanitarium  as  quickly  as 
possible." 

CIBCTTIAR  TO  THE  HEMP  TEADE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  is  in  receipt 
of  a  cablegi-am  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine 
Islands,  at  Manila,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  June  Philip  • 
pine  Government  fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  109,331: 
bales  abaca  and  9,515  bales  maguey,  as  ioUows:  A,  968;  B,  1,595; 
C,  3,001;  D,  5,813;  E,  12,293;  S-1,  3,407;  S-2,  4,075;  S-3,  1,326; 
F,  14,403;  G,  3,676;  H,  2,311 ;  1, 11,011 ;  J,  13,085 ;  K,  4,915 ;  L,  14,531 ; 
M,  11,246;  strings,  etc.,  1,659;  maguey  1,  105;  maguey  2,  5,311; 
maguey  8,  8441;  maguey  D,  968. 

«anr-4t  ^26       , 
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INDIA'S  REVENUE  COLLECTIONS  NEABLY  NOBUAL. 

[CoDsul  General  James  A.  Smith,  Calcutta,  India,  Hay  2d.] 

Revenue  collections  of  the  GoTernment  of  India,  in  India  and 
England,  for  the  period  from  July  1  to  December  31,  1914,  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  1913,  are  given  in  the  at- 
tached table,  together  with  the  principal  sources  from  which  such 
revenue  was  derived: 


Sources  ol  revenue. 

1913 

1914 

Sources  ol  revenue. 

1913 

1914 

Land  revenue 

$21,870,537 

2.956,398 

7.451,584 

11,874,748 

20,597,461 

18,043,622 

4,966,750 

6,119,071 

671,577 

1,368,240 

2,860,527 

$22,768,893 
3,280,508 
S,  714,928 
11,138,445 
19,998.395 
14,213,587 
5,311,298 
4,743,884 
615,128 
970,806 
1,808,391 

Post  and  telein^ph... 
Receipts  by  civil  de- 
partment  

$8,849,243 

3,398,764 
1,279,889 
86.649,175 
6,655,846 
684,953 
3,277,100 

$8,712,494 

Salt 

3,491,236 

Stamps 

Uiscelltineous 

Railwa>s  (gross) 

1,710,0SS 

£.Tcise 

79,7.55,122 

6,797,461 

Assessed  taxes 

Forpil 

Other  public  works. .. 
MlUtary  receipts 

Total  revenue . . 

561,107 
6,186,715 

Other  heads 

206,365,383 

193, 778, 514 

Interest 

No  new  forms  of  raising  revenue  have  been  adopted  since  July, 
1914,  The  amount  of  rupee  debt  outstanding  on  July  1,  1914,  was 
$472,647,782.  The  amount  outstanding  on  January  1,  1915,  was 
$488,361,386.    The  amount  of  sterling  debt  outstantling  on  July  1, 

1914,  was  $861,685,640.    The  amount  outstanding  on  January  1, 

1915,  was  $893,317,890.  In  addition,  a  temporary  loan  of  $38,932,000 
from  the  gold-standard  reserve,  in  aid  of  the  treasury  balances,  was 
outstanding  on  January  1,  1915. 

DUTCH  FLAX  CROP  CONDITIONS. 

The  Netherlands  produce  annually  about  20,000,000  pounds  of  flax 
fiber  and  500,000  bushels  of  seed,  the  output  of  the  former  being 
about  half  that  of  Belgium,  while  Belgium  produces  about  an  equal 
quantity  of  seed.  The  hampered  shipments  of  flax  from  belligerent 
countries  create  an  inquiry  as  to  flax  crop  conditions  in  the  Nether- 
lands, concerning  which  Vice  Cohsul  G.  H.  Krogh,  of  Rotterdam, 
sends  the  following  crop  report,  dated  June  24 : 

The  condition  of  flax  varies  Wrgely.  In  the  Provinces  of  North  Holland  and 
Zeel:iud  it  is  favorable,  particularly  so  in  the  latter  Province  (with  the 
exception  of  Zeeland-FIanders),  where  it  promises  to  be  very  good.  In  the 
Province  of  South  Holland  the  flax  seems  to  reniniu  mther  short,  notwithstand- 
ing which  fact  the  condition  in  this  Province  is  quite  satisfactory.  In  the 
Province  of  Gronlngen  the  growth  of  flax  is  very  irregular ;  in  fact,  some  parcels 
are  really  very  bad,  but  still  the  general  growth  may  be  considered  favorable. 
In  the  Province  of  Friealaud  the  condition  is  also  irregular;  on  the  clay  there 
is  an  average  growth,  while  on  the  sandy  soil  it  is  reported  to  be  very  good. 

[The  United  States  imported  during  the  fiscal  year  1914,  $2,870,274 
worth  of  flax,  of  which  $473,301  came  from  Belgium,  $15,718  from 
the  Netherlands,  and  $506,316  from  Russia.] 

OIL  FOR  FUEL  DT  HONDURAS. 

(Consnl  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Calba,  June  20.] 

On  June  19, 1915,  there  arrived  at  Ceiba,  Honduras,  the  American 
oil-tank  steamer  Panuco  with  a  cargo  of  20,000  barrels  of  crude  oil 
team  Tampico,  Mexico.  This  is  the  first  cargo  of  oil  ever  discharged 
at  Ceiba  and  is  occasioned  by  the  change  from  coal  to  oil  for  fuel  by 
the  Yaccaro  Bros.  &  Co.  railroad  and  associated  industries.         . 
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COTTOH-SHIPPINa  PACIUTIES  TO  JAPAN. 

ITnnsIaUon  bj  E.  B.  Dooinao,  interpreter,  American  consulate,  Kobi,  Japan,  Jane  11.] 

The  following  translation  of  an  article  appearing  in  the  Osaka 
Asahi  Shimbun  of  June  11,  1915,  relating  to  the  present  rise  in  cot- 
ton freights  from  the  United  States  to  Japan,  is  of  interest  as  show- 
ing the  fears  existing  in  Japan  of  cotton  importers  in  the  event  of 
the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Line  being  withdrawn  from  the  Pacific 
after  November  4,  as  is  now  reported : 

The  fact  that  the  present  rise  In  the  cotton  freight  rates  has  raised  a  question 
between  the  steamship  companies  and  the  owners  of  the  cargo  has  been  re- 
ported heretofore.  While  the  fact  that  the  three  steamship  companies  could 
not  arrange  to  keep  step  with  each  other  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  tie 
deadlock,  the  latter  Is  due  principally  to  the  fact  that  the  Pacific  Mall  Steam- 
ship Co.  has  not  yet  made  a  decision  ns  to  what  course  It  shall  take  with  regard 
to  its  own  future.  That  company  has  handled  CO  per  cent  of  the  total  amount 
of  the  raw  cotton  exported  to  this  country  from  the  United  States,  30  has  been 
handled  by  the  three  Japanese  companies,  while  the  remaining  10  per  cent  has 
been  handled  by  the  Great  Northern  Uailruad.  Accordingly,  it  must  be  consid- 
ered that  the  retirement  of  only  the  Pacific  Mail  will  have  a  very  serious  effect 
upon  the  transportation  of  American  cotton. 

Should  that  comi)any  retire,  as  the  rumor  is,  from  this  rente,  who  Is  going  to 
have  the  responsibility  of  transporting  60  per  cent  of  400,000  bales,  the  total 
amount  of  American  cotton  Imported,  or  240,000  bales?  While  there  Is  con- 
siderable reason  for  uneasiness,  by  Increasing  the  number  of  liners  and  other 
Tesseis,  the  three  Japanese  companies  should  be  able  to  supply  considerably 
more  bottom  than  usual.  This  step,  even  by  being  sti'etched  to  its  limit,  will 
be  quite  insufflcicnt  to  handle  the  total  amount.  As  a  last  resort,  a  certain 
amount  of  aid  may  be  obtained  from  the  Panama  and  Suez  Canal  boats.  Re- 
flecting upon  the  freight  rates  and  the  condition  In  Europe,  we  can  not  expect 
very  much  aid  there. 

The  retirement  of  the  Pacific  Mall  will  result  in  having  a  great  effect  upon 
the  importation  of  American  cotton.  Moreover,  it  Is  not  known  whether  It  may 
not  become  a  very  serious  hindrance  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  Japanese  cotton- 
splnnlag  Industry. 

The  cotton  growers,  who  are  the  owners  of  the  cargo,  are  considerably  un- 
easy over  this  point  Unfortunately,  the  results  of  the  general  meeting  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  are  secret,  and  It  Is  net  easy  to  ascertain  what 
they  were.  The  cotton  transportation  season  Is  coming  closer  and  Closer,  and 
the  cotton  growers  are  taxing  their  ingenuity  to  meet  the  difficulty. 


IHCSEASE  OF  TBANSFACIFIC  FSEIOHT  BATES. 

(Extract  from  Japan  Chronicle  of  June  11,  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore, 

Yokohama.] 

According  to  the  Asahi  (Osaka),  negotiations  have  been  in  prog- 
ress between  three  Japanese  steamship  companies  (presumably  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  Osaka  Shoseh  Kaisha,  and  the  Toyo  Kisen 
Kaisha)  on  the  one  side  and  the  Japan  Cotton  Trade  Guild  on  the 
other  with  reference  to  the  proposed  increase  of  freight  on  American 
cotton  by  10  cents  per  bale.  The  guild  has  suggested  that  the  con- 
templated increase  should  come  into  effect  from  November  1  and  that 
the  nold  space  to  be  guaranteed  should  be  increased ;  to  this  condi- 
tional agreement  the  answers  of  the  steamship  companies  are  now 
awaited.  The  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  is  apparently  reluctant  to  guaran- 
tee the  provision  of  extra  hold  space,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  the 
awaiting  of  a  reply  from  the  Toyo-Kisen  Kaisha's  San  Francisco 
office  (HI  the  subject  that  is  delaying  the  decision.  It  is  anticipated 
that  some  time  will  elapse  before  the  freight  question  is  settled. 
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HONOKONG  CASmSQ  SEASON. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Bongkons,  Chios,  Jane  4.] 

While  there  is  slack  demand  for  canned  goods  from  Hongkong  in 
the  foreign  markets  to  which  such  goods  are  usually  exported,  the 
local  canning  factories  are  preparing  for  their  usual  season  and 
expect  to  do  more  business  than  ever  before  as  a  result  of  their 
increased  capacity. 

There  are  three  canning  factories  in  the  colony  equipped  with  more 
or  less  modern  machinery,  mostly  machinery  for  the  manufacture 
of  tins.  All  such  machinery  is  American  and  usually  is  of  the  style 
and  capacity  of  that  employed  in  the  Alaskan  salmon-packing  estab- 
lishments, where  practically  all  of  the  local  Chinese  canners  learned 
their  trade.  The  fruit-canning  season  in  Hongkong  commences 
about  May  and  lasts  over  most  of  four  months. 

The  principal  fruit  packed  is  lychees,  though  some  lun-gnans  and 
loquats  are  handled  and  a  limited  quantity  of  the  hard  Chinese  pears 
and  some  pineapples  are  canned.  In  the  fall  these  factories  handle 
considerable  quantities  of  local  game,  especially  rice  birds  and  similar 
delicacies.  Tney  also  handle  at  all  times  considerable  quantities  of 
special  Chinese  meat  delicacies,  special  local  fish,  shell  fish,  and 
marine  products  generally.  A  large  share  of  the  output  of  these 
factories  goes  to  the  United  States. 
Canned  Lily  Boot,  Whole  Sucks,  etc. — Tinned  Plate  Used. 

These  factories  are  distinct  in  their  methods  and  to  some  extent 
in  the  nature  of  their  output  from  the  factories  which  pack  Chinese 
vegetables  such  as  lily  root,  garlic,  water  chestnuts,  bamboo  shoots, 
and  other  meats  such  as  whole  ducks  and  similar  goods  in  which  tins 
are  made  by  hand  and  the  business  is  conducted  upon  a  more  crude 
and  less  substantial  basis.  Of  the  three  modern  factories  now  op- 
erating in  Hongkong  the  largest  uses  something  over  2,000  crates  of 
tin  plate  per  year. 

The  canning  business  has  come  to  be  the  chief  industij  of  Macao, 
the  Portuguese  colony  situated  across  the  estuary  of  the  Pearl 
River  from  Hongkong.  The  Macao  factories  draw  their  supply  of 
materials  from  the  same  territory  as  Hongkong,  and  import  their 
machines  and  supplies  through  Hongkong.  There  are  11  more 
or  less  pretentious  canning  factories  in  Macao.  The  value  of  their 
output  for  1913-14  is  estimated  roughly  at  $4,600,000  local  currency, 
or  $2,162,000  gold,  and  for  1914-15  at  $3,800,000  local  currency,  or 
about  $1,740,000  gold.  They  use  20,000  crates  of  tin  plates  yearly. 
The  yearly  output  of  preserved  food  averages  about  140,000  cases. 
There  is  one  firm  using  an  American  machine  valued  at  $15,000. 
The  other  concerns  use  only  hand-driven  machines,  all  American 
made.    The  tin  plates  hitherto  have  come  mostly  from  England. 

[For  details  concerning  the  canning  methods  in  the  Orient  see 
"  Canned  Goods  in  the  Far  East,"  Special  Agents  Series  No.  92,  for 
sale  at  the  nominal  price  of  10  cents  oy  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Washington,  D,  C] 


Two-cent  letter  postage  is  now  in  force  between  the  United  States 
and  the  island  of  Curacao,  Dutch  West  Indie& 
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EFFECTIVE  BESISTANCE  AND  DTOITCTANCE  OF  ISON  AND 
BIMETAT.T.TC  WIBE. 

When  a  direct  current  flows  in  a  wire  the  distribution  of  the  cur- 
rent is  uniform  over  the  cross  section  of  the  conductor.  When,  how- 
ever, an  alternating  current  flows  in  a  wire  there  is  a  tendency  for 
the  current  to  crowd  to  the  outside.  This  phenomenon,  which  is 
caused  by  differences  in  the  opposition  to  the  current  flow  in  diflfer- 
ent  parts  of  the  conductor,  becomes  more  pronounced  the  greater  the 
number  of  alternations  of  the  current  in  a  given  time,  and,  in  iron 
wires,  the  greater  the  current  in  the  wire,  fit  some  cases  the  flow  of 
current  is  confined  almost  entirely  to  a  thin  shell  on  the  outside  of 
the  wire,  and  hence  arises  the  term  "  sMn  effect "  for  this  phenome- 
non. The  effective  resistance  of  the  conductor  increases  as  the  fre- 
3uency  of  the  alternations  increases  and  at  the  same  time  the  in- 
uctance,  which  depends  upon  the  magnetic  field,  is  diminished. 
This  effect  is  not  only  of  interest  from  a  purely  scientific  standpoint, 
but  is  frequently  of  importance  in  engineering  practice. 

AVhen  the  conductor  is  of  simple  form  and  the  magnetic  permea- 
bility of  the  material  is  known  the  effective  resistance  and  inductance 
can  be  calculated  by  formulas  which  have  been  developed.  The  in- 
vestigation, the  results  of  which  have  just  been  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  in  Scientific  Paper 
No.  252,  was  concerned  with  the  skin  effect  in  conductors  containing 
iron.  Two  classes  of  conductors  were  considered  in  particular — the 
iron  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  and  copper-clad  bimetallic  wires. 
The  latter  have  a  core  of  steel  surrounded  by  a  shell  of  copper.  The 
effective  resistances  and  inductances  of  these  conductors  were  deter- 
mined experimentally  for  different  strengths  of  current  and  for  fre- 
quencies up  to  3,000  alternations  per  second.  The  results  for  iron 
wires  obtained  with  very  small  currents  were  compared  with  values 
computed  by  known  formulas  and  the  agreement  is  fairly  satisfac- 
tory. Formulas  are  developed  in  this  paper  which  permit  a  similar 
comparison  between  measured  and  computed  values  for  the  copper- 
clad  wires.  The  paper  concludes  with  wire  tables  computed  by 
means  of  the  new  formulas.  In  these  tables  the  effective  resistances 
and  inductances  of  copper-clad  wires  are  given  for  wires  of  different 
sizes  and  conductivities  and  for  frequencies  up  to  3,000  alternations 
per  second. 

Interested  parties  may  secure  copies  of  this  pamphlet  free  of 
charge  by  applying  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


POTATO  PROFITS  IN  ALASKA. 

The  potato  is  Alaska's  most  important  crop.  The  Fairbanks  sta- 
tion has  grown  potatoes  for  market  for  several  years.  The  main  ob- 
ject was  to  demonstrate  that  good  potatoes  could  be  grown  in  the 
interior,  and  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  have  taken  the  hint  and 
nearly  all  now  grow  a  considerable  acreage  of  potatoes,  one  estimat- 
ing ms  crop  as  high  as  50  tonsj  which,  at  4  cents  per  pound,  or  $80 
per  ton,  the  lowest  price  at  which  potatoes  have  been  sold  up  to  the 
present,  would  bring  the  CTower  some  $4,000. .  Potatoes  are  usually 
classed  as  a  money  crop.  Hog  raising  is  also  being  started  at  Fair- 
banks, the  hogs  to  be  fed  the  small  unmerchantable  potatoes. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  BTTSINESS  NOTES. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wtnslow,  Auckland,  June  11.] 

Wellington  Statistics. 

There  are  15,280  buildings  in  greater  Wellington,  New  Zealand, 
of  which  8.817  are  dwellings,  80  churches  and  schools,  and  18  public 
buildings.  Greater  Wellington  ha&  a  population  of  74,811  and  is 
growing  rapidly. 

Copra  on  Cook  Islands. 

Ad\nces  from  the  Cook  Islands  state  that  the  production  of  copra 
is  diminishing  in  the  islands  since  the  natives  find  it  more  profitable 
to  ship  the  coconuts  to  San  Francisco,  now  that  they  have  steamers 
calling  monthly  at  the  islands.  Otherwise  conditions  are  normal  on 
the  islands. 

Hew  Lands  Taken  for  Settlement. 

During  1914  much  public  land  was  taken  up  in  New  Zealand  by 
actual  settlers,  and  the  Government  did  much  to  encourage  the  set- 
tlement of  the  sparsely  populated  sections  of  the  country  by  opening 
up  public  highways  and  building  railways.  During  the  year  about 
400,000  acres  were  taken  up  by  settlers,  and  there  are  still  large 
tracts  of  public  lands  for  settlement. 

Hemp  and  Tow  Frodnction. 

The  production  of  hemp  and  tow  in  New  Zealand  during  the  12 
months  ending  April  30,  1915,  was  very  light  as  compared  with  the 
previous  12  months,  being  82,749  bales  of  hemp  against  151,772 
bales,  and  23,338  bales  of  tow  against  48,759  bales.  The  shipment  of 
hemp  for  April  last  was  9,633  bales,  and  of  tow  2,740  bales. 

Frozen  Me^t  Problem. 

The  following  for  the  Auckland  district  is  indicative  of  the  frozen- 
meat  industry  m  New  Zealand  for  the  four  months  ending  May  31, 
1915: 


Capacity. 

KUled. 

Defl- 
clency. 

Worked 
days. 

Idle  days. 

Febroary 

81,000 
69,000 
78,000 
75,000 

43,1S6 
26,199 
14,  «4 
12,000 

37,814 
42,801 
63,536 
63,000 

14 
» 
• 

4 

U 

Iforcb 

14 

April 

30 

iBy::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::;:;:::;::::: 

21 

Total 

303,000 

95,849 

207,151 

33 

68 

The  industry  is  suffering  materially  all  over  the  country  for  lack 
of  cold  storage  shipping  space  to  England,  and  not  much  relief  can 
be  expected  before  September  or  October. 

CSboperatiTe  Dairy  Faotorles. 

Out  of  602  dairy  factories  in  Auckland  district.  New  Zealand.  460 
are  run  on  the  cooperative  plan,  which  has  proven  more  profitable  in 
this  country.  In  connection  with  many  or  the  factories  there  were 
freezing  works,  box  factories,  etc.,  and  the  National  Dairy  Associa- 
tion looks  after  the  commercial  interests  of  the  affiliated  companies. 
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About  80  per  cent  of  the  butter  produced  by  these  factories  was 
graded  as  nrst-class,  of  which  a  large  amount  is  exported. 

The  exports  of  butter  and  cheese  for  the  calendar  year  1913 
amojuited  to  $18,648,175.  There  were  48,349  boxes  of  butter  in  cold 
storage  May  31, 1915,  against  89,895  boxes  the  same  time  last  year. 

Honey  Indnstry  in  Hew  Zealand. 

The  bee-keeping  industry  of  New  Zealand  is  important,  there 
being  11,200  persons  interested  in  the  business,  with  a  total  of  72-,340 
hives.  During  1913  there  were  204,669  pounds  of  honey  exported  and 
the  local  consumption  is  heavy.  There  is  no  adulteration  of  honey  in 
this  country  and  up-to-date  methods  are  in  use. 

Profit  in  New  Zealand  WooL 

The  late  advances  in  price  of  wool  means  much  to  New  Zealand, 
since  for  the  four  months  ending  April  30,  1915,  the  exports 
amounted  to  383,735  bales,  valued  at  $32,110,062,  while  for  the  same 
months  of  1914  there  were  393,734  bales  exported,  valued  at  $27,964,- 
433,  showing  a  gain  of  $4,145,730  on  exports  short  9,999  bales. 

The  avierage  price  per  bale  for  the  1915  period  was  $83.70,  against 
$71.18  for  the  1914  period. 


ITEW  ZEAIAITB  COMMEBCIAX  AlTD  FINANCIAL  OUTIOOE. 

[Consul  Geoeral  AUred  A.  Winslow,  AuckUod,  June  11.] 

Business  conditions  in  New  Zealand  are  in  good  shape  and  confi- 
dence in  the  future  is  encouraging.  The  outlook  for  next  season's 
crops  is  good  and  the  purchasing  capacity  of  the  country  promises 
above  normal.  Stocks  of  merchandise  of  all  kinds  are  low,  with  a 
good  demand  by  consumers,  so  there  must  be  a  rush  to  stock  up 
before  many  months.  The  following  from  the  New  Zealand  Trade 
Review  and  Price  Current,  published  at  Wellington,  New  Zealand, 
states  the  case  very  clearly,  as  I  see  it : 

Money  continnes  In  plentiful  supply  in  the  Dominion,  and  tbere  is  every  ap- 
pearance of  the  supply  being  well  maiatained  for  some  time  to  come.  How 
long  tbls  state  of  aftalrs  will  last  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  forecast,  but 
we  have  had  a  wonderful  season  for  our  exports  as  regards  value,  and  this 
has  brought  a  very  large  flow  of  funds  into  the  Dominion.  With  only  seven 
months  of  the  season  gone,  the  figures  are  about  up  to  the  level  of  a  normal 
twelvemonth  and  would  have  shown  up  much  better  but  for  the  shortage  of 
shipping  facilities.  E^rerywhere  there  is  a  cry  for  more  ships,  both  from  ex- 
porters and  importers.  The  freezing  works  are  full  and  crying  out  to  get  their 
meat  away,  and  there  are  large  quantities  of  cheese  awaiting  shipment.  Im- 
porters are  getting  short  of  stocks  in  many  cases  and  wanting  their  goods  badly. 
When  these  shipping  facilities  are  available  there  will  be  a  leveling  up  and  we 
shall  see  better  how  we  stand,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  our  exports  will  be 
far  ahead  of  our  Imports,  leaving  a  large  credit  balance,  which  means  a  good 
supply  of  money.  What  the  state  of  affairs  will  be  after  the  war  Is  over  is  hard 
to  say,  but  we  believe  that  both  financial  institutions  and  private  people  fihould 
exercise  caution  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  meet  whatever  circumstances  may 
exist  then. 

It  is  understood  here  that  the  per  capita  consumption  of  imported 
goods  by  New  Zealanders  is  greater  than  for  any  other  country.  In 
1913  it  amounted  to  more  than  $100  per  man,  woman,  and  child,  and 
the  rate  seems  to  be  increasing.  This  should  make  New  Zealand  an 
attractive  field  for  the  American  manufacturer  and  exporter. 
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THE  HANBIOCA  OF  BBAZII. 

[Consul   General  Alfred   L.  Moreaa  Gottscbalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro.] 

Tho  plant  called  "  cassava  "  in  the  West  Indies,  "  yuca  "  in  Colom- 
bia and  the  South  Caribbean,  Peru,  and  Ecuador,  and  "  mandioca  " 
("  manioc  ")  in  Brazil,  is  indigenous  to  South  America  and  was  found 
by  the  earliest  Portuguese  discoverere  of  Brazil  to  be  in  use  among 
the  Guarany  and  Tupinamba  natives,  who  in  their  folklore  attribute 
a  divine  origin  to  it.  In  its  wild  condition  it  presents  a  very  woody 
and  only  slightly  thickened  tuber ;  but  under  cultivation,  even  of  the 
most  primitive  sort,  the  tuber  thickens  greatly  and  often  reaches 
sizes  as  great  as  79  inches  in  len^h  and  4  to  6  inches  in  diameter. 
Piso,  writing  in  1646,  describes  it  as  indigenous  to  Brazil,  to  be 
foimd  as  far  south  as  latitude  30°  and  at  altitudes  as  high  as  3,300 
feet. 

The  principal  varieties  known  here  divide  themselves  into  three 
groups:  (1)  Madioca  mansa"  {Manihot  pahnata,  Muell.  Arg.),  or 
"  domestic  mandioca,"  known  by  its  green  leaves ;  (2) "  Aypim  "  (Mani- 
hot paimata,  var.  Aipi  MueU.  Arg.)  a  variety  of  the  first;  and  (3) 
"  Mandioca  brava "  (Manihot  tttUtesima,  Pohi) ,  or  "  wild  mandioca," 
whose  leaves  and  stems  are  of  decidedly  reddish  color.  These  vari- 
ous types  are  well  known  to  the  average  Brazilian  farmer  and  are 
carefully  kept  apart  in  the  plantations. 
Hany  Tarietiet  In  Different  State*. 

Under  the  above  three  general  classifications  there  are  innumerable 
subvarieties  known  to  planters  in  every  part  of  Brazil — for  the 
mandioca  is  general  throughout  the  country,  one  may  say — and  these 
are  distinguished 'bv  a  host  of  familiar  native  names  indicative  of 
every  peculiarity  of  shape,  color,  or  taste.  Classified  by  the  several 
States  in  which  the  production  of  mandioca  predominates,  the  fol- 
lowing numbers  of  varieties  are  said  to  exist  in  the  country :  Goyaz, 
41;  Minas  Geraes,  27:  Bahia,  11;  Rio  de  Janeiro,  10;  Parana,  7; 
Matto  Grosso,  7;  Sao  Paulo,  7;  Para,  6;  Ceara,  4;  and  Piauhy,  2. 

The  "  wild  "  variety  is  that  which  produces  the  best  flour,  but  it 
contains  a  volatile  acid  (prussic  or  hydrocyanic,  according  to  the 
German  botanist  Draenert)  that  is  highly  poisonous  until  treated 
by  comparatively  simple  processes.  It  has  the  advantage  of  grow- 
ing more  quickly  and  of  producing  a  greater  percentage  of  the 
starch  or  flour.  Instances  are  given  of  tufes  reaching  the  weight  of 
22  pounds,  and  of  one  of  these  "wild"  plants  having  prcmuced 
about  9  (air)  quarts  of  the  ground  flour.  An  extraordinary  case 
of  abnormal  growth  of  the  Assd  mandioca  was  exhibited  at  the 
exposition  in  Campos  in  1871,  which  reached  the  length  of  138 
inches  and  weighed  35  pounds. 

Cnltvral  Method*. 

The  mandioca  is  cultivated  entirely  as  a  foodstuff.  Its  nutritive 
value  is  shown  by  analysis  (starch,  hydrocarbonates) ,  and  the 
"  flour  "  obtained  from  the  plant  can  be  cooked  in  many  forma  and 
produces  a  very  digestible  food  if  properly  prepared.  Except  in 
the  very  highest  altitudes  it  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  main  fac- 
tors in  the  dietary  list — almost  the  national  food  of  the  people  of 
Brazil. 
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It  is  planted  during  August  and  September  by  means  of  slips, 
which  are  set  out  about  40  inches  apart.  These  slips  are  obtained  oy 
taking  the  mandioca  at  the  time  when  it  is  losing  its  leaves  (June  to 
September,  usually)  and  cutting  its  stalks  into  sticks  4  to  5  inches 
long,  containing  two  or  three  "  eyes  "  or  buds,  which  are  allowed  to 
sprout;  these  are  then  planted  out  in  the  field.  The  furrows  are  48 
to  60  inches  apart  and  4  to  6  inches  deep. 

The  slips  are  planted  together  in  groups  of  two  or  three — the 
groups  at  intervals  of  40  inches — ^the  weaker  plants  being  later  elimi- 
nated until  biit  one  of  each  group  remains.  The  Bahia  yellow 
mandioca  ripens  fully  in  four  montns;  other  varieties  take  longer; 
some  are  said  to  attain  full  growth  only  after  a  year  or  more. 

It  is  estimated  that  with  the  plants  40  inches  apart  a  hectare  (2.47 
acres)  will  have  10,000  plants,  yielding  40,000  kilos  (88,185  pounds) 
per  hectare,  or  about  16  metric  tons  (of  2,204.6  pounds)  per  acre. 
The  estimated  cost  of  cultivation  and  preparation  into  flour  is  $300 
(at  the  present  rate  of  exchange)  per  hectare. 

Ho  Crop  Botation — FertlUsers. 

Brazil  has  still  such  vast  areas  of  uncultivated  land  that  crop  ro- 
tation has  not  yet  become  an  economic  problem.  A  favorite  site  for 
plantations  is  recently  cleared  forest.  A  local  merchant  who  has 
spent  much  of  his  life  in  the  mandioca  country  of  southern  Brazil 
remarked  that  the  average  farmer  before  planting  season  will  say : 
"This  year  I  will  plant  here,  next  year  there,  as  I  have  plenty  of 
land."  This  is  the  nearest  approximation — this  letting  the  land  lie 
fallow  after  one  crop — ^to  rotation  of  crops  that  is  to  be  seen  in 
Brazil. 

Empirical  methods  of  fertilizing,  etc.,  some  of  them  most  fanci- 
ful, are  often  heard  of,  but  these  are  mere  personal  whims  of  cer- 
tain planters,  and,  as  there  are  no  plantations  on  a  really  large  scale, 
no  data  are  to  be  deduced  from  them.  Generally  speaking,  ferti- 
lizers are  not  employed  in  mandioca  culture  in  Brazil,  but  potash, 
phosphoric  acid,  and  lime  are  said  to  be  the  most  effective. 

Frinclpal  Constitneiits. 

The  following  table,  prepared  by  an  expert  of  the  Brazilian  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  snows  the  number  of  pounds  of  the  prin- 
cipal constituents  in  100  pounds  of  green  tubers : 


Variety. 

starch. 

3.1.690 
2S.  l.'O 
20, 070 

2i)..:(x) 

25.240 
21.  MO 
2I.3S1 
14.  .-iM 
14  015 
13.370 
10  571 
10. 0'lO 
10. 000 
7.010 

8.l^3 

3.000 
2.00O 

OIo- 
coso. 

Fat. 

Pex- 
IrlDs. 

Total. 

1.330 
2.010 
2.100 
2.  .-,00 

1.190 
1,«^J 
l.ilH 
2.2<M 
4  070 
2.241 
2.>.2-l 
l.'.Hij 

4.S29 
.399 

l.wri 
1.255 

0.1S0 

.S30 
.222 
.110 
.3.10 
.OMJ 

'".'240 
.102 
.1OT 
.143 
.24.1 
.452 

"".iya 

3.000 
2.880 
2.520 

2.  SI  7 
1.749 
3.610 

2  '.'■3 

3.  r» 

3  r.^0 
1.907 

4.  2IM 
3.3.M 
2.7U) 
3.  :ii'.i 
7.  30.1 
2.M02 
4.245 

41.770 

Alpim 

33, 700 

Uandypalha 

31.S12 

31 ,  (.27 

29,(.!)» 

Uatafome. 

27  (llO 

Pijrr           .,            ,.....,,. 

2''  "'j.! 

lUnteiRa 

19. ''11 

6ebft3tiAo             

19.'.i'.'l 

Branca  oudoce 

19  .-■.7 
17.  W'p 

Monndy 

ir..3i7 

14-M,x 

Handy 

1.-|,4I4 

13  40:< 

Vemwlhadomatto 

7,  .'.04 

7.t42 
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Xannfactnre  of  Floor. 

The  processes  of  manufacture  in  use  in  the  country  are  very  primi- 
tive. The  tubers  are  pulled  out  of  the  groimd,  washed  and  scraped 
clean^  and  are  then  grated  bv  means  either  of  a  hand  rasp  or  of  a 
primitive  hydraulic  grater,  known  locally  as  a  "  cevadeira."  The 
grated  pulp  thus  obtamed  is  placed  in  wooden  receptacles,  perforated 
in  order  to  allow  the  escape  of  water  and  of  juices,  and  submitted  to 
the  pressure  of  a  wooden  screw  press.  In  some  places  where  the 
wooden  screw  press  is  not  to  be  had,  an  ingenious  device  of  wild 
canes  is  used  to  press  out  tlie  mandioca. 

When  the  mass  has  been  thoroughly  pressed  it  is  carried  to  a  well- 
heated  iron  oven,  where  during  the  initial  processes  of  cooking  it 
must  be  thoroughly  stirred  and  mixed  and  kept  in  continual  motion 
by  a  wooden  stick.  This  is  done  by  hand,  oi  course,  and  much  de- 
pends upon  the  quickness  and  skill  of  the  operator.  When  the  cook- 
.ing  process  is  completed  the  mass  of  flour  is  taken  out  of  the  oven 
upon  a  shovel  and  placed  in  bags.  I  am  informed  that  no  preserva- 
tives, such  as  sulpiiur,  bisulphite,  etc.,  are  used.  For  this  reason 
probably  it  is  necessary  to  cook  the  flour  the  very  day  it  has  been 
ground,  or  else  a  fermentation  is  to  be  feared,  which  would  spoil  it 
completely  for  future  use. 

Most  of  the  flour  is  manufactured  on  the  farms  where  the  plants 
are  grown.  The  plan  of  exchanging  labor,  as  is  done  in  harvesting 
grains  in  the  central  northern  American  States,  is  often  employed  by 
the  mandioca  producers.  The  cost  of  labor  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul, 
the  principal  State  of  production,  ranges  between  $7  and  $10  per 
month,  including  lodging. 
"  PoMllio  "  or  starch  of  lUndloca. 

A  most  superior  quality  of  very  starchy  flour,  known  as  "  polvilho," 
is  obtained  by  letting  the  water  stand  a  while  after  the  pressing  has 
been  done  and  carefully  taking  up  its  sediment.  To  be  sure  this  must 
be  carefully  washed  and  rewasned  to  eliminate  any  trace  of  the 
poisonous  ]uices.  It  is  then  laid  out  upon  a  clean  cloth  in  the  sun 
and  covered  with  ashes  to  eliminate  by  absorption  any  trace  of  mois- 
ture that  might  remain.  When  thus  dried  the  product  is  a  very 
superior  flour,  used  indifferently  for  the  preparation  of  the  bett<»r 
class  of  dainties  (cakes,  paste,  etc.)  or  in  mier  laundry  work  to  give 
gloss  and  whiteness  to  Imen.  It  is  said  that  this  article  might  lur- 
nish  a  very  excellent  export  for  the  country  if  it  were  prepared 
systematically  and  in  sufficient  quantities. 

A  variety  of  the  "  polvilho  "  is  the  so-called  **  polvilho  acedo  "  or 
"sour  polvilho,"  prepared  much  as  above,  but  allowed  to  ferment 
and  made  to  go  through  repeated  wakings  thereafter  before  the  final 
drying.  This  has  the  remarkable  quality  of  baking  into  cakes  that 
"  nse    to  extraordinary  sizes. 

The  tapioca  of  export  is  nothing  more  than,  a  product  of  the  "  pol- 
vilho "  above  described,  obtained  by  further  passings  through  sieves. 
It  is  a  regular  article  of  export.  Carolo  and  cariman  are  the  local 
names  of  other  similar  preparations  of  the  sediment  or  "  polvilho  " 
obtained  after  pressing  the  mandioca. 

Sxport  Trade  la  Tapioea  aad  Tlonr. 

The  exports  of  mandioca  products,  it  appears,  were  not  very  sig- 
nificant in  Brazil  until  1870;  between  1870  and  1880  the  quantities 
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exported  more  than  doubled;  in  1890-1900  some  6,356,500  (dry) 
quarts  were  exported,  according  to  a  German  authority  on  these 
matters.  In  the  last  five  years  the  shipments  of  tapioca  have  been : 
1910,  284,608  pounds;  1911, 1,390,308  pounds;  1912, 1,144,126  pounds; 
1913,  681,870  pounds;  and  1914,  468,026  pounds.  Of  mandioca  flour 
there  were  shipped:  In  1910,  8,327,410  pounds;  1911,  12,264,945 
pounds;  1912,  8,034,413  pounds;  1913, 10,335,210  pounds;  and  in  1914, 
10,423,575  pounds.  Tapioca  is  exported  chiefly  from  Maranhao  and 
Kio  de  Janeiro ;  mandioca  flour  mainly  from  Eio  de  Janeiro. 

[The  names  of  certain  Brazilian  firms  interested  in  exporting 
mandioca  products  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


CTASSAVA  TBADE  07  TEE  UNITEI)  STATES. 

Cassava,  mandioc,  or  manioc  (Manihot  utilissima),  is  commonly 
found  in  equatorial  South  America,  in  Central  America,  and  the 
West  Indies.  It  is  also  extensively  grown  in  Africa,  and  has  been 
introduced  into  other  tropical  countries.  In  the  United  States  it 
is  grown  in  Florida,  where  its  cultivation  is  now  attracting  much 
attention,  and  California  also  produces  cassava;  but  the  American 
output  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  and,  in  consequence,  considerable 
amounts  are  imported. 

Exact  figures  of  the  imports  of  cassava  into  the  United  States  are 
not  to  be  had,  inasmuch  as  cassava  is  included  in  official  statistics 
with  "arrowroot  in  its  natural  state  and  unmanufactured;  sago, 
crude,  and  sago  flour;  tapioca,  tapioca  flour,  cassava,  or  cassady." 
These  items  are  grouped  under  the  general  head  of  "Farinaceous 
substances,  and  preparations  of,"  and  their  combined  imports  havo 
of  late  had  an  annual  value  between  $1,600,000  and  $2,200,000. 

Sonreet  and  Value  of  American  Imports. 

As  shown  by  American  customs  returns,  the  imports  of  farinaceou's 
substances  and  preparations  "during  the  fiscal  years  1910-1914  and 
during  the  first  10  months  of  the  fiscal  year  1915  were : 


Imported  froni— 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915  > 

$147,828 

1,469 

119 

88,482 

»828 

12,226 

848,693 

11,164 

«16,813 

4,013 

8164,711 

4,425 

62 

«,613 

120 

23,004 

780,304 

12,349 

606,667 

2,816 

8148,129 

9,834 

1,523 

45,653 

469 

19,569 

867,715 

12,087 

661,953 

17,793 

881,661 

6,868 

11,871 

63,668 

745 

25,681 

1,326,218 

15,021 

662,661 

4,033 

801,474 

2,180 

1,760 

33,245 

1,663 

32,715 

1,038,687 

14,066 

422,392 

3;  559 

883,282 

'266 

Nttbtfkads     .          

31,304 

2S9 

China         .                .......... 

9,701 

Lfntch  East  IndiM  .- 

873,107 

9,374 

SllA&SMttelMlltS ........ 

307,366 

AUotbcr 

6,396 

ToUl..„ 

990,625 

l,590,9n 

1,674,725 

2,187,217 

1,641,540 

1,321,083 

•  T«a  months,  ending  with  AprlL 


» Included  an  Brltisb  West  Indies. 


Vsed  as  Food  for  Both  Xan  and  Beast. 

Concerning  the  many  uses  of  cassava,  a  well-known  reference  work 

says: 

In  Sonth  America  a  sauce  and  an  intoxicating  beverage  are  prepared  from 
the  Jnlce,  while  the  root,  grated,  dried  on  hot  metal  plates,  and  powdered,  forms 
the  food  commonly  known  there  as  farinha  (Portuguese  for  meal).  It  Is  made 
into  thin  cakes  by  the  action  of  heat,  which  softens  and  agglutinates  the  par- 
tide*  of  »t«rcli-    The  starch  of  cassava  separated  In  the  ordinary  manner  from 
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the  fiber  Is  tbe  Brazilian  arrowroot  of  commerce.  Tliis  starch,  dried  quickly 
under  the  action  of  intense  heat  when  in  a  semisolid  and  moist  condition,  ag- 
glomerates into  small  irregular  masses  and  then  forms  the  well-known  article 
of  food  called  tapioca.  In  Florida,  where  sweet  cassava  Is  grown,  the  roots  are 
grated  and  used  directly  as  a  food  for  man.  They  are  also  fed  to  stock  and 
serve  as  a  raw  material  In  the  manufacture  of  starch  and  glucose. 

The  peeled  root  of  fresh  Florida-grown  cassava  contains,  it  is 
stated,  on  an  average  61.3  per  cent  of  water,  31  per  cent  of  carbo- 
hydrates, largely  starch,  and  a  little  protein,  fat,  and  crude  fiber. 
Cassava  flour  made  in  Florida  contains  about  11  per  cent  of  water 
and  65  to  70  per  cent  of  starch  in  addition  to  small  amounts  of  pro- 
tein, fat,  crude  fiber,  sugar,  gum,  ash,  etc. 


CHABACTEBISTICS  OF  RADIATION  FTSOMETEBS. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  just  pub- 
lished a  paper  entitled  "  Characteristics  of  Badiation  Pyrometers," 
giving  the  results  of  careful  study  of  this  type  of  temperature  meas- 
uring instrument.  Such  a  study  was  considered  urgent  on  account  of 
the  extensive  use  of  radiation  pyrometers  in  the  technical  indus- 
tries. These  instruments  are  widely  used  in  the  temperature  con- 
trol of  the  various  processes  involved  in  iron  and  steel  manufacture, 
alloy  foundry  work,  glass,  ceramics,  and  brick  manufacture,  smelt- 
ing, gas  works,  steam  generation,  lamp  manufacture,  etc. 

Many  of  the  instruments  examined  show  different  temperature 
readings  for  different  focusing  or  sighting  distances.  Errors  thus 
occasioned  may  amount  to  several  hundred  degrees.  The  effect  of 
dirt  upon  the  lenses  and  mirrors  is  of  serious  importance.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  pyrometer  absorbs  all  the  heat  radiation  fall- 
ing upon  it  is  discussed,  and  the  theory  of  the  instrument,  and  the 
connection  of  the  behavior  of  the  pyrometer  with  the  theoretical 
radiation  laws  are  given. 

The  bureau  receives  a  large  number  of  these  instruments  for  test 
and  standardization  from  various  technical  industries  located 
throughout  the  country.  Heretofore  this  testing  required  about 
three  days  for  a  single  instrument,  on  accoimt  of  the  difficulty  in 
heating  a  furnace  to  an  exactly  uniform  temperature.  A  new  method 
has  now  been  developed  which  permits  a  satisfactory  standardization 
of  a  radiation  pyrometer  within  one  hour.  Many  suggestions  are 
given  for  minimizing  the  errors  to  which  the  pyrometer  is  subject, 
and  it  is  shown  that  this  type  of  instrument,  suitably  designed,  ade- 
quately calibrated,  and  correctly  used,  is  a  trustworthy  pyrometer, 
having  many  advantages  over  other  types  of  temperature  measuring 
devices,  both  for  scientific  and  technical  use. 


BREEDINa  CATTLE  FOB  FHIUFFINES. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  May  20.] 

A  representative  of  the  division  of  animal  industry  of  the  Philip- 
pine Bureau  of  Agriculture  has  gone  to  visit  India  and  China  to 
obtain  breeding  cattle  for  the  Government  stock  farm  provided  for 
by  the  Legislature  during  its  recent  session.  An  appropriation  of 
$12,000  was  provided  for  this  year. 
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STBEET  RAILWAT  ElTTESFItlSE  FOB  CANTON. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Uongkong,  China,  May  22.] 

The  matter  of  constructing  a  street  railway  system  in  Canton  is 
being  taken  up  anew  by  the  provincial  authorities  and  plans  for  a  line 
connecting  the  stations  of  the  Canton  &  Hankow  Railway  and  the 
Kowloon-Canton  Railway,  and  running  through  a  populous  portion 
of  the  city,  have  been  drawn  and  have  been  forwarded  to  the  .luthor- 
ities  in  Peking  for  approval. 

The  proposed  line  is  projected  by  Gen.  Lung,  military  governor  of 
Kwangtung  Province,  in  connection  with  Chinese  capitalists  in 
Hongkong,  and  the  plans  call  for  the  construction  of  a  little  less  than 
6  miles  of  street  railway  along  a  route  which  willpermit  the  use  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  old  wall  of  Canton.  The  system  will  em- 
body many  oi  the  plans  of  that  projected  three  years  ago,  but  will  be 
started  upon  a  more  modest  basis.  The  line  will  proceed  from  the 
Canton-Hankow  Railway  stationto  the  east  wall  oi  the  city  and  wUl 
follow  that  in  a  general  way  to  the  south  wall.  It  will  follow  the 
south  wall  parallel  to  the  water  front  on  the  Pearl  River,  passing 
within  about  a  third  of  a  mile  of  the  foreign  concession  on  the  island 
of  Shameen.  It  will  reach  the  river  front  proper  near  the  station  of 
the  Kowlo'jn-Canton  Railway  line — ^the  line  to  Hongkong.  It  is 
proposed  to  construct  the  line  by  means  of  a  company  for  which  the 
provincial  government  will  furnish  half  the  funds. 

By  following  the  route  projected  the  concern  will  not  only  be  able 
to  employ  the  ancient  wall  of  the  walled  city  so  as  to  avoid  all  but 
impossible  congestion  in  the  narrow  and  populous  streets  of  the  city, 
but  will  also  employ  Government  property  and  thus  reduce  mate- 
rially the  initial  outlay  in  the  construction  of  the  line.  The  right  of 
way  followed  would  be  very  expensive  if  it  were  necessary  to  pur- 
chase it.  By  connecting  the  railway  stations  mentioned  it  is  expected, 
by  the  Chinese  military  authorities  that  considerable  military  advan- 
tage will  be  secured  by  the  Government  in  the  way  of  added  facilities 
for  the  rapid  transportation  of  troops  in  case  of  popular  outbreaks. 

Plans  for  the  rolling  stock  are  not  yet  complete,  but  the  general 
idea  seems  to  be  to  buy  motors  and  steel  parts  of  cars  abroad,  com- 
pleting the  cars  in  Canton  or  Hongkong,  present  high  freight  rates 
rendering  the  purchase  of  complete  cars  abroad  at  this  time  a  matter 
of  difficulty.  It  is  thought  that  the  line  as  projected  can  be  started 
with  an  initial  outlay  of  about  $100,000  gold.  The  practical  manage- 
ment of  the  enterprise  at  present  is  in  the  control  of  Mr.  Chin  Gee 
Hee,  president  the  Sunning  Railway  Co.,  who  is  working  upon 
it  in  consultation  with  Gen.  Lung,  the  military  governor  of  the 
Province. 

FUEL  MOLASSES  FBOK  HAWAH. 

Fuel  molasses  is  to  be  shipped  from  Hawaii  to  the  Pacific  coast 
where  it  will  compete  with  California  fuel  oil.  A  big  Hawaiian 
sugar  company  has  petitioned  the  Honolulu  Board  of  Pfarbor  Com- 
missioners for  permission  to  install  molasses  tanks  and  a  pumping  ■ 
station  on  Kuhio  Bay  wharf,  which  may  be  used  for  shipping  waste 
molasses  from  all  plantations  at  1  cent  per  barrel — the  cost  of  op- 
erating the  plant. 
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ELECTBIC  FOWES  IH  SCOTCH  IHSITSTBIES. 

C  Consul  Rufus  FlcmiOK,  Edlnbargh,  Ma;  14.] 

There  are  indications  that  the  use  of  electric  current  for  power 
will  be  greatly  extended  in  the  near  future  in-  this  part  of  Scotland. 
In  all  important  industrial  centers  electricity  for  power  is  now 
available  at  moderate  cost.  The  Edinburgh  charge  to  consumers 
varies  from  2.1  cents  to  1.7  cents  per  unit,  according  to  quantity  used. 
The  rates  in  other  cities  and  towns  are  somewhat  higher.  In  various 
trades  electric  motors  have  long  been  employed,  but  not  until  re- 
cently has  this  motive  power  been  introduced  into  the  woolen  indus- 
try, m  which  there  are  about  100  firms  (cloth  and  hoisiery)  in  the 
district.  Several  woolen  firms  have  substituted  either  full  or  par- 
tial motor  driving  for  steam  power,  and  it  is  expected  that  many 
others  will  follow  their  example. 
Cloth  Kill  Equlpmeat 

A  typical  electrical  equipment  for  woolen  cloth  manufacture  is 
that  of  an  important  Galashiels  mill,  installed  some  weeks  ago,  con- 
sisting of  13  motors  ranging  from  6  horsepower  to  25  horsepower, 
with  a  total  output  of  165  horsepower.  Of  these  13  motors,  one  5 
horsepower  is  in  the  scouring  room  and  three  (10  horsepower,  15 
horsepower,  and  20  horsepower)  are  in  the  card  and  spinnmg  room. 
The  method  of  driving  the  machinery  in  the  weaving  department  is 
this : 

Motors  of  suitable  sizes  with  worm  reduction  gear  are  provided, 
the  slow  speed  shaft  of  the  gear  being  coupled  directly  to  the  exist- 
ing line  shaft  driving  the  looms.  The  complete  gear  is  carried  on 
a  substantial  wall  bracket  base,  and  the  line  shaft  is  driven  at  the 
old  speed.  The  whole  arrangement  is  such  that  it  can  be  put  up  as 
one  unit  and  entails  only  slight  alteration  or  modification  to  the  mill 
gearing.  The  adjustment  of  the  drive  in  the  milling  room  is  similar 
to  that  in  the  weaving  department. 

The  supply  of  current  to  the  motors  is  controlled  from  a  central 
point,  at  which  the  substation,  taking  supplies  from  the  power  com- 
pany, is  erected.  The  low-tension  switcnooard  is  arranged  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  enable  the  mill  authorities  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
power  consumed  in  each  department  and  to  keep  a  careful  check  on 
the  efficiency  of  each  department.  Each  circuit  is  equipped  with 
instruments  which  show  at  any  moment  the  amount  of  power  being 
taken  and  also  indicate  the  total  amount  of  power  consumed  in  any 
period. 
Partlenlan  of  Xoten  Oenenlly  TTted. 

An  electric  power  company  in  this  district  has  issued  a  statement 
of  the  horsepower  generally  considered  necessary  for  driving  pur- 
poses in  ordinary  trades  and  industries  and  the  approximate  cost  of 
motors.  As  this  statement  may  be  of  interest  to  American  manufac- 
turers and  users  of  motors  it  is  here  quoted  in  full : 

*'The  electric  motor  is  usually  most  efficirait  when  running  at  its 
full  rated  load,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  installing 
too  large  a  motor,  although,  of  course,  it  must  be  powerful  enough 
for  the  maximum  duty  required  of  it.  The  driving  of  a  number  of 
machines  can  be  done  either  by  (me  large  motor  or  by  arranging  tilie 
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machines  in  groaps  and  driving  each  group  by  an  independent 
motor. 

As  a  general  rule  one  motor  is  installed  to  drive  a  number  of  ma- 
chines, where  these  are  conveniently  arranged  and  are  constantly  in 
use,  so  that  the  average  load  on  the  motor  is  fairly  steady ;  but  where 
the  machinery  is  so  distributed  that  long  lines  of  shafting  would  be 
necessary  for  driving  from  one  point,  or  where  the  load  is  very 
variable,  it  is  better  to  install  a  sufficient  number  of  motors  to  insure, 
as  far  as  possible,  a  steady  load  for  each. 

The  following  are  a  few  particulars  -of  tools  and  machines  used  in 
various  trades,  with  the  horsepower  required  for  driving  them : 

MCTAI,   WOBKINO. 

TjOthes  for  screw  cntting  and  general  work;  height  of  centers,  4  to  8  Inches;  9 
to  11  Inches;  12  to  15  Inches;  10  to  20  Inches;  horsepower,  i  horsepower;  1  horse- 
I"Ower:  2  horsepower;  3  horsepower. 

Drilling  Machine. — Itadial  type,  running  82  revolutions  per  minute  to  drill 
up  to  1  inch  holes,  I  horsepower.  Pillar  type,  running  30  revolutions  per  minute 
to  drill  up  to  2-iuch  boles,  1}  to  2  horsepower. 

Slotting  Mucliincs. 

12-inch  table,  5-Inch  stroke,  J  horsepower. 
16-inch  table,  6-inch  stroke.  1  horseiJower. 
18-inch  table,  7-inch  stroke,  li  horsepower. 
20-iuch  table,  8-inch  stroke,  2  horsepower. 

Mining  machines. — Universal  type,  58  by  11  inch  table,  2  horsepower ;  vertical 
type,  120  by  48  inch  table,  5  borsejwwer. 

Grinding  machines. 

Emery  wheel  up  to  14  inches,  1  horsepower. 

Emery  wheel  up  to  24  Inches,  2  horsepower. 

Craneg. — The  horseiiower  required  for  cranes  depends  largely  on  the  gearing, 
the  efficiency  of  which  may  be  tiiken  as  from  50  to  70  per  cent,  according  to 
the  class  of  crane.  The  following  formula  will  enable  the  requisite  horsepower 
to  be  calculated: 

load  in  pounds  X  speed  in  feet  per  minute  X  100 
Horsepower—  33  ^^^  ^  efficiency  per  cent. 

WOODWORKINO. 

The  power  required  for  driving  woodworking  machinery  varies  to  a  great 
extent  with  the  class  of  wood  being  worked,  but  the  following  powers  are  usual 
for  the  machines  referred  to: 

Light  circular-sato  benches. 

12-inch  diameter  saw,  hand  feed,  4  horsepower. 
15-lnch  diameter  saw,  hand  feed,  5  horsepower. 
18-inch  diameter  saw,  hand  feed,  6  horsepower. 
24-inch  diameter  saw,  hand  feed,  10  horsepower. 
90-inch  diameter  saw,  hand  feed,  15  horsepower. 
36-inch  diameter  saw,  hand  feed,  20  horsepower. 

Heavy  circular  saws. 

36-inch  diameter  saw,  roller  feed,  30  horsepower. 
42-lncb  diameter  saw,  roller  feed,  35  horsepower. 
48-lnch  diameter  saw,  roller  feed,  40  horsepower. 
60-lnch  diameter  saw,  roller  feed,  55  horsepower. 

Band  saws. 

30-lDch  saw  pulley,  6  inches  thickness  of  wood,  2  horsepower. 
SO-iocb  saw  puUey,  10  inches  thickness  of  wood,  3  horsepower. 
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Planing  machines, 

12-lnch  width  of  cut,  5  horsepower. 
15-lnch  wliUh  of  cut,  8  horsepower. 
20-incb  width  of  cut,  10  horsepower. 

Mortialng  machincH. 

J-lnch  chisel,  4-lnch  mortise  depth,  2  horsepower. 
1-inch  chisel,  5-lnch  mortise  depth,  3  horsepower, 
li-lnch  chisel,  6-lnch  mortise  depth,  5  horsepower. 
2-inch  chisel,  8-inch  mortise  depth,  7i  horsepower. 


8-inch  centers,  i  horsepower. 
8-Inch  centers,  1  horsepower. 
10-lnch  centers,  IJ  horsepower. 
12-iuch  centers,  2  horsepower. 


Lathes. 


BAKERIES. 


i  sack  dough-Icneadlng  machine,  li  horsepower. 
2  sacks  dough-kneadlng  machine.  4  horsepower. 
4  sacks  dough-kneading  machine,  7  horsepower. 
Sponge  mixer,  }  horsepower. 

BUTCHEBS'     MIHCINO     MACHINES. 

12-inch  bowl,  4  pounds  of  meat  in  2  minutes,  i  horsepower. 
16-lnch  bowl,  10  pounds  of  meat  In  2  minutes,  1  horsepower. 
18-lnch  bowl,  20  pounds  of  meat  in  2  minutes,  2  horsepower. 

TAILOBINO    AND    DBESSMAKinO. 

Ordinary  tailor's  sewing  machines  up  to  i  horsepower  each.  Skirt  banders, 
button  sewing  and  waist  machines,  i  horsepower.  Tacking  machines  and  skirt 
machines,  3,000  stitches  per  minute,  each  J  to  J  horsepower. 

LAVNDBIES. 

DouMe-geared  washing  machines. 

24  inches  diameter  by  36  Inches  long,  J  horseiiower. 
30  Inches  diameter  by  36  inches  long,  1  horsepower. 
36  inches  diameter  by  42  Inches  long,  li  horsepower. 
40  inches  diameter  by  72  inches  long,  3  horsepower. 

Hydro-extractors. 

6  cubic  feet  capacity,  30-inch  basket,  31  horsepower. 
9  cubic  feet  capacity,  42-inch  basket,  5  horsepower. 
Collar  and  body  ironers,  1  to  IJ  horsepower. 

Wringing  machines. 

3-lnch  rubber  rollers  35  incijes  long,  1  horsepower. 
6-inch  rubber  rollers  28  inches  long,  IJ  horsepower. 

DOMESTIC   APPLIANCES. 

Boot  cleaners,  knife  cleaners,  and  coffee  grinders,  -h  horsepower  each.  Sew- 
ing machines  (trertdle  pattern),  -h  to  A  horsepower.  Wringers  and  washers 
(capacity  6  sheets),  J  horsepower.  Vacuum  cleaners,  J  horsepower.  Mangles, 
up  to  I  horsepower.  Small  motors  up  to  I  hoi-sepower  are  supplied  with  single- 
phase  current  at  250  rolts,  and  larger  motors  3-phase  current  at  433  volts. 

The  following  list  gives  the  approximate  cost  of  various  sizes  of 
motors,  complete  with  starting  switches,  and  will  serve  as  a  guide 
to  intending  purchasers,  although  somewhat  lower  quotations  can 
generally  be  obtained  from  makers  for  specific  inquiries : 

Small  slngle-pbnse  motors,  250  volts,  from  one-sixteenth  to  one-eighth  horse- 
power, £4  to  £6  ($19.46  to  $29.20). 
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Small  single-phase  motors,  250  volts,  from  one-eigbth  to  one-third  horsepower, 
£6  to  £8  ($29.20  to  $38.93). 

Small  single-phase  motors,  250  volts,  from  one-third  to  one-half  horsepower, 
£8  to  £11  ($38.93  to  $53.53). 

One-horseix)wer,  3-phase,  433- volt  motors,  £14  ($68.13). 

Two-horsepower,  3-phase,  433-volt  motors,  £16  ($77.86). 

Three-horsepower,  3-phase,  433-volt  motors,  £18  ($87.59). 

Five-horsepower,  3-phase,  433-volt  motors,  £25  ($121.06). 

Seven  and  one-half  horsepower,  3-phase,  433-volt  motors,  £30  ($146). 

Ten-horsepower,  3-phase,  433-volt  motors,  £35  ($170). 

A  list  of  the  principal  electrical  engineering  firms  in  the  district 
is  forwarded  [and  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  branches]. 


WHTTEB  AOSICTTLTITEAL  SHOWS  IH  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Anekland,  June  6.] 

Winter  agricultural  and  dairy  shows,  or  fairs,  are  well  patronized 
in  New  Zealand  and  are  considered  very  benencial.  They  usually 
run  four  days  and  are  largely  attended. 

The  Waikato  winter  show  at  Hamilton,  about  60  miles  south  of 
Auckland,  opened  June  2  and  was  successful.  This  winter  show  be- 
gan eight  years  ago  with  an  inclosed  covered  space  of  21,000  square 
feet  and  this  year  it  reached  75,000  square  feet.  The  total  entries 
exceeded  5,000,  with  the  dairy  department  in  the  lead,  where  there 
were  370  entries  of  butter  alone,  and  beyond  a  doubt  some  of  the 
finest  butter  in  the  world,  for  New  Zealand  is  noted  for  fine  butter 
and  cheese. 

The  exports  of  agricultural  and  dairy  products  form  an  important 
part  of  the  total  exports  of  the  country,  as  shown  by  the  following 
table  for  the  five  years  ending  with  December  31,  1913,  the  latest 
figures  available  at  this  time: 


Yaar. 

Wool 

Moat. 

Batter  and 
cheese. 

Total 
exports. 

int       

$30,687,604 
40,433,877 
31,591,892 
34,578,833 
39,212,408 

$18,272,793 
19,630,856 
17,798,166 
19,668,317 
22,211,616 

$13,357,423 
14,635,259 
13,475,212 
18,342,821 
18,648,175 

$95,685,103 

ig\0 

108,073,487 

MU         • 

92,602,146 

IJU                 

106,946,533 

1913         

111,864,882 

These  winter  shows  afford  fine  opportunities  for  the  exhibition  and 
demonstration  of  agricultural  and  dairy  machinery,  and  it  will  pay 
American  manufacturers  to  get  in  closer  touch  with  this  trade,  since 
the  European  supply  is  largely  cut  off  for  the  present  at  least.  It 
would  seem  that  the' best  way  to  effect  this  propaganda  work  would 
be  to  send  an  active  man  into  the  field,  covering  New  Zealand  and 
Australia.  If  this  is  not  practicable  the  manufacturer  should  make 
his  agent  an  allowance  for  this  special  work.  It  will  pay,  and  now 
is  the  time  to  act  so  as  to  be  in  the  field  June,  July,  and  August. 


Consul  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  of  Nottingham,  writes  that  with  the 
scarcity  of  motor-car  drivers  more  Englisli  owners  of  automobiles 
are  driving  their  own  cars  and  more  women  are  becoming  skilled 
drivers. 
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CONSTBUCTION  WOBE  ABBOAB. 
CAITAOA. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Torooto,  Jul;  6.1 

Decrease  in  Bnlldini:  Operations  in  Toronto. 

The  effects  of  the  war  are  reflected  in  the  large,  decrease  in  build- 
ing operations  in  Toronto.  During  June  541  permits  were  granted, 
against  860  for  June,  1914.  Total  values  dropped  to  $806,838,  com- 
pared with  $2,935,054.  During  the  first  six  months  building  permits 
aggregated  $3,184,197,  as  compared  with  $13,476,140  for  the  corre- 
sponding six  months  last  year. 

7EDEBATED  KALAY  STATES. 

Keport  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Owing  to  the  war,  and  other  causes  of  a  temporary  nature,  the 
year's  program  of  the  Public  Works  Department  of  the  Federated 
Malay  States  was  considerably  upset  last  year;  but  the  report  of 
Mr.  R.  O.  N.  Anderson  (the  Director  of  Public  Works)  shows  that 
a  large  amount  of  useful  work  was  accomplished.  Under  that  pro- 
gram provision  was  made  for  an  expenditure  of  $10,191,205  (U.  S. 
currency).  The  amount  actually  spent  was  $5,683,004.  The  more 
important  buildings  completed,  or  under  construction,  during  the 

?ear  include  a  Supreme  Court  in  Kuala  Lumpur,  a  State  Mosque  at 
(!uala  Kangsar,  m  Perak,  Law  Courts  at  Seremban,  and  a  town 
hall  and  post  office  at  Ipoh,  hospital  extensions,  schools,  asylum  ex- 
tension, Mohammedan  oarraclcs,  and  quarters  for  subordinate  offi- 
cers. The  number  of  waterworlts  throughout  the  Federated  Malay 
States  has  become  considerable,  and  this  branch  is  now  an  important 
one  in  the  Public  Works  service.  In  1914,  $66,671  w^as  spent  on 
their  maintenance  arid  $397,593  on  new  works.  In  a  note  on  the 
new  supply  for  the  Seremban  waterworks,  in  Negri  Sembilan,  Mr. 
Anderson  states  that  the  last  consignment  of  10-inch  pipes  from 
the  Crown  Agents  was  sunk  in  the  Indian  Ocean  by  the  German 
cruiser  Emden.  Five  miles  out  of  9^  miles  have  been  laid.  The  sup- 
ply for  the  capital  (Kuala  Lumpur)  was  improved  by  the  substi- 
tution of  10-inch  and  8-inch  mains  for  the  old  6-inch  main.  Steady 
improvement  is  maintained  in  the  construction  of  roads  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  four  States.  There  are  now  2,250  miles  of  metaled 
roads,  185  miles  unmetaled,  and  1,738  miles  of  bridle  roads  and 
paths.  This  was  an  increase  of  85  miles  of  metaled  roads  over  the 
previous  year's  total.  A  sum  of  $401,486  was  spent  on  improving 
and  widening  existing  roads  and  in  special  metaling  and  graveling 
and  $703,210  on  new  road  construction.  Extensive  trials  have  been 
made  in  Perak,  Selangor,  and  Negri  Sembilan  with  the  use  of  bi- 
tuminous substances  for  binding  and  sealing  the  upper  crusts  of  road 
surfaces.  Both  tar  mecadam  and  tarco  are  being  used  in  these  ex- 
periments. The  cost  in  the  Ipoh  district  appears  to  be  from  two 
to  two  and  a  half  times  more  than  in  water-bound  surfacing,  but  it 
is  believed  the  life  will  be  more  than  two  and  a  half  times  that  under 
the  old  method. 
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HEW  ZiALAVTt. 

[Consol  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  June  4.] 

>ew  Zealand  Internal  IntproTements. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  is  giving  much  attention  of  late  to 
internal  improvements  by  way  of  port  improvements,  railways,  and 
highways;  and  it  is  announced  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  do  everything  possible  to  increase  the  country's  output.  It 
is  recognized  that  the  best  way  to  do  this  is  to  improve  the  means  of 
communication  with  good  roads,  bridges,  and  railways.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  now  employing  6,271  men  on  public  works. 

Tnblle  Highways  and  Bridges. 

Much  has  been  done  during  the  past  few  years  to  improve  the 
country  roads,  and  much  is  under  way  and  being  planned  for  the 
future.  During  1914  the  Government  expended  $3,236,222  on  road 
construction,  to  say  nothing  of  the  amount  spent  by  the  local  authori- 
ties. A  reinforced  concrete  bridge  across  the  Manakau  Harbor, 
820  feet  long  and  costing  $121,662,  was  opened  to  the  public  May 
31,  1915.  "ffis  is  an  important  link  in  the  proposed  highway  be- 
tween Auckland  and  Wellington,  quite  a  portion  of  which  now  is 
macadam  and  in  good  condition  for  motoring.  More  bridges  and 
more  good  roads  are  to  follow. 

Bailroad  Constractton. 

During  1914  there  were  91  miles  of  new  railroad  opened  to  the 
public,  mostly  in  the  north  island  north  of  Auckland,  and  still  the 
work  is  being  pushed  on.  During  1914  the  Government  spent 
^,114,560  on  railway  construction. 

Aside  from  this  work  being  done  by  the  Government  itself  on 
internal  improvements,  it  is  making  advances  to  local  authorities  to 
aid  them  in  making  local  improvements.  Formerly  the  Government 
was  prepared  to  assist  up  to  $9,733  on  any  one  undertaking,  and  it 
has  now  been  annoimced  that  in  the  future  the  assistance  may  be 
increased  to  $24,332. 

These  improvements  call  for  quite  an  amount  of  foreign  material 
and  machinery,  and  it  will  pay  American  interests  to  establish  con- 
nections here  so  as  to  be  ready  when  the  demands  come. 
Vtw  Hospital  Buildings. 

Among  various  public  works  about  to  be  undertaken  at  Dunedin, 
New  Zeuand,  are  two  new  buildings  in  connection  with  the  Dunedin 
hospital.  A  new  medical  school  structure  will  cost  $65,000,  and  an. 
infectious  diseases  hospital  $25,000. 

fhhifpihes. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  May  20.] 
BydroelMtrie  PropositioB. 

A  hydroelectro  project  involving  about  $2,000,000  for  the  develop- 
ment of  which  a  company  composed  of  American  and  Spanim 
capitalists  has  been  formed,  contemplates  the  building  of  a  large 
power  plant  in  the  mountains  of  Tayabas  near  the  Pacific  coast  of 
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An  application  for  the  -water  rights  on  the  Agos  River  immediately 
below  tlie  confluence  of  the  Lanata  and  Canan  Rivers  has  been  filed 
with  the  Government.  The  Agos  River  flows  from  the  Tayabas 
Mountains  on  the  eastern  slope  into  the  Pacific  Ocean  near  the  Puerta 
Real  de  Lampan. 

The  proposed  construction  for  the  plant  will  consist  of  a  rein- 
forced concrete  dam  100  meters  (1  meter=3.28  feet)  in  length,  4 
meters  in  thickness  at  the  summit,  and  9  meters  in  thickness  at  the 
base.  From  this  dam  the  water  will  be  conducted  in  an  open  oanal 
2  miles  to  a  point  on  the  hillside,  where  a  large  reservoir  will  be  ex- 
cavated in  the  native  rock  with  a  capacity  of  15,000  cubic  meters  (1 
cubic  meter=35.314  cubic  feet). 

From  this  reservoir  the  water  will  be  dropped  through  pipes  of 
6  feet  in  diameter  upon  a  battery  of  double  turbines  which  will  be 
directly  connected  with  four  electric  generators  of  modem  desi^. 
The  plant  is  designed  to  supply  power  for  irrigation  works,  minmg 
plants,  and  light  and  power  for  the  district  lying  between  Manila 
and  the  generating  station.  It  is  estimated  that  the  power  available 
after  deducting  the  losses  in  transmission  and  transformation  will 
be  approximately  14,000  horsepower. 

PORTtrOXrESE  WEST  AFBICA. 
[Vice  Consul  Harry  A.  McBrlde,  Boma,  K«ngo,  Hay  11.] 
Construction  Work  on  Bengnela  Railway,  Angola. 

The  war  has  delayed  construction  work  on  the  Benguela  Railway, 
extending  from  Lobito  Bay,  Angola,  into  the  interior.  Plate-laying 
has  been  entirely  suspended  for  the  present,  but  the  construction  of 
earthworks  is  being  steadily  pushed  forward,  and  the  bed  is  now 
ready  for  rails  to  be  laid  to  a  distance  of  40  miles  from  the  present 
railhead. 

Thus  only  a  relatively  small  amount  of  work  remains  to  be  done  in 
order  to  complete  the  road  as  far  as  Belmonte,  capital  of  the  Bihe 
district,  390  miles  from  Lobito,  the  Atlantic  port.  It  may,  however, 
be  many  months  before  the  rails  and  other  material  are  received. 

The  railway  has  been  in  operation  as  far  as  Chinguar,  322  miles 
from  Lobito,  since  the  end  of  1913,  but  owing  to  lack  of  funds 
further  work  of  construction  has  been  retarded. 

[A  detailed  report  on  American  trade  prospects  in  Angola  ap- 
peared in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Oct.  1, 1914.] 

BPAnr. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Graccy,  Seville,  June  8.] 

Loan  Authorized  to  Continue  Seville  ?ort  Works. 

The  Spanish  Government  has  authorized  the  issuance  of  a  loan  of 
$2,084,400  to  continue  the  dredging  of  the  Alfonzo  XIII  Canal  and 
the  port  works  of  the  port  of  Seville,  which  have  been  somewhat 
delayed  by  the  lack  of  available  funds.  Of  this  loan,  $772,000  is  to 
be  floated  immediately,  the  issue  to  consist  of  8,000  shares  of  $96.50 
each,  at  92  per  cent,  with  interest  free  of  taxes  of  5.15  per  cent. 

The  port  improvements  of  Seville  and  the  Guadalquivir  River, 
previously  described  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  July 
2, 1912,  and  January  14, 1913,  are  extensive  and  have  been  carried  on 
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for  nearly  five  years.  Dredging  of  a  channel  at  the  river  mouth 
has  been  completed.  Between  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  the  Alf onzo 
XIII  Canal  the  Tarifa  Canal  was  cut  for  a  distance  of  2.9  miles. 

The  work  on  the  Alfonzo  XIII  Canal  has  been  going  on  spasmodi- 
cally for  two  years.  The  necessary  dredging  machinery  is  in  place, 
but' work  has  been  hampered  by  subterranean  springs.  It  is  about 
two-thirds  completed,  and  the  present  loan  is  expected  to  hasten  the 
work. 

A  movable  bridge  over  the  canal  has  been  proposed,  and  plans  sub- 
mitted by  American  firms  are  uAder  consideration.  The  actual  work 
will  be  done  by  Spanish  builders. 

The  port  worl^  contemplate  the  improvement  of  the  docks  and 
some  construction  at  Triana  to  prevent  the  overflowing  of  the  river 
in  flood  seasons. 

POBEIGN  COTTON  IHDTrSTST  ASH  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  data  on  the  condition  of  the  cotton  industry  in 
foreign  countries  at  the  end  of  June,  1915,  were  gathered  from  the 
best  sources  available.  The  figures  represent  the  number  of  cotton 
spindles  and  percentage  of  activity,  mill  consumption  of  cotton, 
supplies  on  hand,  and  the  value  of  cotton  goods  on  hand  compared 
with  June,  1914: 


Countries. 


ArgeoUna ' 

BriUsh  South  Alrko 

Canada:  UarlUme  FroTinces. 

China 

ChOa 

Kgjpt 

TnoBt 

Italy 

lapao 

Ptru 

BBcia  (for  Uosoow  district) 
Spain 


Uonth 

ended 

June  30- 

Cotton  spfaidles. 

MSI  con- 
sumption 
of  cotton 
(bales  of 

600 
pounds). 

Cotton  on 

hand 
(bales  of 

600 
pounds). 

Cotton 
goods  on 

Number. 

AcUTlty 
(per  cent). 

hand 

(value  in 

U.  8.  cur. 

rency). 

;  1014 

*2S,000,000 

14,000,000 

7,500,000 

5,500,000 

602,675 

574,190 

1915 

6,000 

300 

800 

1014 

191S 

/    1014 

\    1»U 

1914 

62.100 

62,100 

824.180 

1,022,952 

65.77 
71.13 
95.00 

918 

1,048 

75,672 

87,795 

4,034 
3,647 

1915 

1914 

4,000,000 

2,500,000 

1915 

1 

1914 

1 

«  207, 389 

a  245, 622 

225,000 

2M),000 
450,000 

1915 



1914 



7,400,000 
7,400,000 
4,570,000 
4,570,000 
2.577.342 
3,706,690 
07,900 
67,800 
6,729,067 
5,729,067 
2,037,432 
2,126,706 

100 

»m 

93 
94 
93 
90 
70 
95 
100 
100 
60 
100 

100,000 
45,000 
60,000 
55,000 
133,772 
131,454 

1916 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1916 

1914 

\1^ 

460,000 
399,000 
124,600 

47,245 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

31,064 
36,885 

19U 

•  Oott<m  (todc  avaflable  tor  export  in  lone. 

»  For  Normandy. 

e  Normandy  mills  supplied  for  (our  monttis. 

4  FiekiDg  now  on;  astimated  1915  crop,  93,000  bales;  mills  will  consume  about  15,000  smooth. 


Honey  and  wax  production  of  the  United  States  totals  $6,000,000 
in  value  annually.  One  man  in  Southern  California  is  reported  to 
Lave  ready  for  shipment  20  tons  of  comb  honey  from  this  spring's 
production. 
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OFFICIAL  NUMBEBS  FOS  MEBCHAlTr  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  July  10,  1915: 


Name. 

Official 
num- 
ber. 

Signal 
lettera. 

Tonnage. 

Year 
buUt. 

Where  built. 

Home  port. 

Gross. 

Net. 

SAIL. 
Bark: 

PaoUna  

Schoonor: 

"213443 
213(50 
213435 
213400 

213446 
2I343S 

213451 
213445 
213432 
213436 
213447 
213433 
21344S 
213437 
213449 
213439 
213434 
213444 
213441 

2134S3 
213442 

166067 
166070 
166073 

166066 

166071 
166072 

166069 

1660IS 

LFMB 
LFMC 
LFKW 

1,337 

166 

1,378 

S 

22 
27 

10 

10 

12 

8 

10 

14 

11 

6 

12 

7 

8 

6 

17 

237 

63 

473 

471 

5 

S5 

■    16 
16 

UO 

U 

1,198 

131 

1,214 

£ 

17 
24 

10 
10 
11 
6 
9 
9 
10 
5 
11 
7 
7 
5 
11 

473 

471 

S 

35 
16 
16 

107 

10 

1900 
1914 
1915 
1901 

1915 
1909 

1SS5 
1909 
1915 
1915 
1914 
1915 
1900 
1903 
1915 
1901 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 
1909 

1915 
1915 
1913 

1915 
1915 
1915 

1901 

1900 

Porto  Haurizlo, Italy.. 

MlUbridge,  Me 

Bath,  Me 

MobUe. 
Mar  bias. 

Schooner  barge: 

WoUaston 

FaU  River. 

"^ebe 

Port  RepubUc,  N.J. . 

Salisbury,  Md 

Brooklyn,  N.Y 

Patchogue,  N.  Y 

College  Point,  N.Y... 

Manette,  Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.... 
Coyle,  Wash 

Tuckerton. 

POWEB. 

Gas  screw  yacht: 

Cruz  del  Siu 

Philadelphia. 
New  YoA. 

Gas  screw: 

Bishop 

Patchogue. 

Carrlel !. 

DoT 

Clay 

Seattle. 

Ethel 

Do. 

Fay 

Milwaukee. 

Florence  

Seattle. 

Globe  Jr 

Racine,  Wis 

Milwaukee. 

Kathleen 

MayetU,N.J 

Detroit  Harbor,  Wis.. 
Port  Republic,  N.J... 

San  Diego,  Oil 

Port  Townsend,  Wash 
I*ke  Bay,  Wash 

Port  Richmond,  N.Y. 
BiilTalo,N.Y 

Chesapeake  City, Md.. 

Rondout,N.Y 

Tallassee,  Tenn 

ET«rett,Wash 

Eagle  Harbor,  Wash.. 
.  ...do 

Tuckerton. 

MUwaukee. 

■     Reba  Grant 

Tuckerton. 

Rlriilnnii 

San  Diego. 

Tango 

Seattle. 

Thurow 

Do. 

Steam  screw: 

Mexpet 

Now  York. 

State  of  New  York. 

Buffitlo. 

tTHBIOCED. 
Baree: 

Kennebec 

Philadelphia. 
New  York. 

BummitTill* 

TalK-mf . 

Chattanooga. 

Soow: 

O.F.  P.Co.  1 

Seattle. 

Ro9eNo.7 

Do. 

RoseNo.S.. 

Do. 

Canal  boat: 

UoAndtewBros.... 

WhltehaU,  N.  Y 

Manahawkin,  N.J.... 

Rouses  Pobit. 

Boose  beat: 

Dot 

■>  Foc«lgn-bnnt  veecel  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  Aug.  18, 1914. 

The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  to  July  10,  1915,  was  151, 
of  630,361  gross  tons. 

SAILma  DntECTIONS  FOB  PANAMA  CANAL. 

A  revised  edition  of  Sailing  Directions  for  the  navigation  of  the 
Panama  Canal  has  just  been  issued  by  the  canal  administration.  It 
contains  quarantine  and  customs  regulations;  requirements  as  to 
tonnage  certificates,  measurement,  toOs,  deposits,  etc.;  agents'  and 
other  mformation  concerning  shipping;  supplies  and  other  services; 
prices  and  charges ;  signals  and  signal  stations ;  aids  to  navigation ; 
tables  of  distance  and  time  saved,  and  other  important  data.  While 
the  booklet  is  for  free  distribution  it  is  intended — ^the  supply  being 
limited — only  for  those  specifically  interested.  Application  for 
copies  of  Sailing  Directions  should  be  made  to  the  Panama  Cant^, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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Imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  July  3  1915,  were  as  follows: 


IMPORTS. 


Countries. 

Ore,  rafttte,  and  regulus 
(copper  contents). 

Pigs,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 

Canada 

Pounds. 
512,641 

2,581,331 
74.678 
65,413 

DoUiTt. 

50,219 

24S.397 

S.fW 

5,233 

Poavit. 
1,313,538 

DoHari. 
233  391 

Chlto          

Pwn 

1,785,733 

200,625 

Cboflvn       ■ 

Total 

3,233,963 

309,743 

3,099,286 

434,016 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Conntria. 

Ore,  matte,  and 
ngulus. 

'  and  old,  etc. 

yruice • i-t.i.if.t.t.tt 

Tmu. 

Dottart. 

Povndt. 

3,265,477 

1,608,046 

-  287,773 

1,120,381 

237,355 

672,727 

3,137,784 

235,628 

7,011 

390 

4,900 

2,251 

Dottm: 
608,284 
288,240 

57,146 

Italy 

K«tf>>rllin<1<      ...             

ROSIJS 

190,500 

44,75$ 

127,820 

Spain       

EogbiHl  

647,373 
42.829 

Canada    

S06 

7,923 

1,340 
74 

Niearagna 

Kezioo. 

433 

Bnsil          . . ,  i 

Total ; • 

K» 

7,922 

10,57»,730 

1,900,143 

BESGUE  WOBK  OF  THE  UOHTEOUSE  SEBVICE. 

On  May  19  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  tender  Zizania,  Herbert  M. 
Ingalls,  master,  rendered  assistance  in  fighting  a  forest  fire  at  Stapler 
Pomt,  Freeport  Eiver,  Me. 

On  May  20  Clinton  P.  Honeywell,  keeper,  and  his  assistants,  of 
Cape  Canaveral  Lisht  Station,  Fla.,  assisted  to  shore  the  crew  of 
the  wrecked  yacht  Loando. 

On  May  23  Alonzo  J.  English,  keeper,  and  an  assistant,  of  Harbor 
Island  Bar  Light  Station,  N.  C,  with  the  aid  of  their  power  boat, 
towed  the  lumber-laden  schooner  Davis  off  a  bar  near  the  light 
station. 

On  June  8  Pollock  Rip  Slue  Light  Vessel  No.  73,  Mass.,  Rufus  T. 
Chase,  master,  picked  up  two  men  who  had  gone  adrift  from  a  fish- 
ing sdiooner.  On  the  same  date  Pollock  Rip  Light  Vessel  No.  JfT^ 
Mass.,  William  G.  Collins,  mate  in  charge,  picked  up  six  men  who 
had  gone  adrift  from  the  same  schooner  during  the  fog. 

Evidence  of  the  interest  being  manifested  on  all  sides  in  the  better 
oommercial  training  of  the  school  youth  of  the  United  States  appears 
in  an  advertisraiuit  in  the  current  issue  of  a  well-known  trade  jour- 
oalf  which  seeks  a  teacher  of  salesmanship  for  a  high-school  sales* 
manship  training  class  about  to  be  inaugurated. 
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COTTOH  STATISTICS  FOB  jmTE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cotton  consumed,  cotton  on  hand, 
and  active  cotton  spindles  in  the  United  States  for  the  month  of 
June,  1915  and  1914,  with  statistics  of  cotton  consumed  for  the 
eleven  months  ending  with  June.  Linters  are  not  included.  (The 
statistics  of  cotton  in  this  report  are  given  in  running  bales,  count- 
ing round  as  half  bales,  except  foreign  cotton,  which  is  in  equivalent 
SOO-pound  bales.) 


Yt$r. 

Cotton  consumed 
during  (bales). 

Cotton  on  liand  June  30. 

Cotton 

I,ocallty. 

JoDe. 

11  montbs 
ending 
luoeSa 

Id  manu- 
facturing 
esteblish- 
ments 
(bales). 

In  Inde- 
pendent 
warebouses 
(bales). 

spindles 
active  dur- 
ing June 
(number). 

TTnited  StstM 

/  1915 
\  1914 

0  514,800 
446,145 

5,100,322 
6,177,745 

a  1,622,499 
1,116,599 

>2, 085,347 
6301487 

31,220,502 

30,948.048 

CottoiHETOWiDg  States 

1915 

1914 

1915 

\1914 

273,909 
236,160 
240,831 
209,985 

2,761,018 
2,730,018 
2,339,304 
2,447,727 

099,724 
465,008 
922,775 
001,591 

1,716,983 
436,004 
3(8,409 
194,393 

12,092,810 

All  other  states 

12,352,870 
18,527,782 

18,595,178 

•  Includes  of  foreign  cotton  22,515  bales  consumed,  100,955  bales  on  hand  In  manntacf uriog  establish 
ments,  and  30,058  betes  in  independent  warehouses. 

Linters  not  included  above  were  54,683  bales  consumed  during  June  in  1915  and  26,993  bales  hi  1914, 
196,149  bales  on  band  In  manufacturing  establishments  on  June  30, 1915,  and  88,883  bales  in  1914,  and 
106,029  bales  in  taidependent  warehouses  In  1915  and  35,808  bales  In  1914.  Linters  consumed  during  11 
months  ending  June  30  amounted  to  350,025  bales  in  1915  anl  285,180  bale]  in  1914. 

Imports  and  Xxpoits  of  Cotton  and  Linten. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  cotton  into  and  from  the  United  States 
during  June,  1914  and  1915,  and  for  the  11  months  ending  June, 
follow. 


Imports  o(  foreign  cotton  (500-poand  bales) 
during— 

Exports  of  domestic  cotton  and  linters  (rnnnlng  bales) 
during— 

Country 
of  produc- 

June— 

11  montbs  ending 
June  30— 

Country 
to  which  ex- 
ported. 

June— 

11  months  ending 
June  30- 

tion. 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

19U 

1914 

1915 

1914 

Total.. 

39,129 

49,010 

346,571 

237,198 

Total.. 

UnitedKbig-l 

dom. 
Germany . . . 

0  322,905 

295,578 

•■8,299,816 

9,024,590 

Egypt 

Peru 

China 

20,154 
1,314 
4,235 

13,426 

11,938 
1,010 
2,122 

33,940 

228,538 
10,165 
22,713 
85,155 

125,277 
12,185 
17,434 
82,302 

118,  MO 

121,726 

80,639 
11,423 
30,349 
51,441 

3,712,502 

242.661 

655,421 
1,056,572 
2,632,660 

3,412,068 

2,744,072 

1,084,005 

492,422 

1,281,423 

AU    other 
countries. 

Franco  ." 

Italy 

All  other 
countries. 

43,941 
38,103 
121,971 

o  Figures  (or  1915  include  13,065  bales  of  linten  exported  during  Jirae  and  204,747  bales  for  11  months 
endini  June  30.  The  distribution  for  Jime  is  as  follows:  United  Kingdom,  1,136;  Germany,  none:  France, 
8,955;  Italy,  221;  and  all  other  countries,  2,726. 

World  Stattsttcs. 

The  world's  production  of  commercial  cotton,  exclusive  of  linters , 
grown  in  1913,  as  compiled  from  published  reports,  documents,  and 
correspondence,  was  approximately  22,255,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
net.    The  consumption  of  cotton  (exclusive  of  linters  in  the  United 
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States)  for  the  year  ending  August  31,  1914,  was  approximately 
21,223,000  bales  of  600  pounds  net.  Except  for  the  United  States, 
cotton  included  in  this  amount  refers  almost  exclusively  to  that  used 
in  spinning  and  does  not  include  large  quantities  which  are  consumed 
in  the  manufacture  of  felts,  bats,  etc.  The  number  of  active  con- 
suming cotton  spindles  during  that  year  was  146,397,000. 


SPANISH  BTJBBEB-HEEL  MABEET  UimEVEIOFED. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Oracey,  Seyllle,  Spain,  Jane  7.] 

The  demand  for  rubber  heels  in  Seville  does  not  appear  to  be  large. 
They  have  never  been  largely  advertised  and  there  is  a  belief  that 
they  wear  out  more  rapidly  than  leather  heels.  Sidewalks  in  this  city 
are  few  and  all  are  narrow,  while  the  streets,  made  of  cobblestones, 
with  wide  interstices  between  the  stones,  are  used  extensively  by 
pedestrians. 

Heels  of  black  rubber  are  the  only  ones  seen  here.  For  women's 
use  the  most  popular  heel  is  a  round  one,  fixed  to  the  shoe  by  a  screw 
in  the  center.  Almost  all  have  a  corrugated  or  "  nonslip  "  surface. 
The  cheapest  grade  is  most  desired,  as  price  is  considered  before 
quality. 
SelUnc  Trices  of  Seeli — XeqnlremenU  of  Trade. 

Heels  are  sold  here  at  1  peseta  per  pair  (1  peseta=19.3  cents),  an 
extra  charge  being  made  for  puttmg  them  on  the  shoes.  There  are 
no  direct  importers,  supplies  for  the  stores  being  obtained  through 
middlemen  in  Barcelona,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  would  be  suf- 
ficient demand  to  make  direct  purchases  advisable.  If  arrangements 
for  parcel  post  or  express  could  be  made,  purchasing  direct  in  small 
^pments,  a  trade  might  be  built  up,  but  at  present  the  only  metliod 
of  sending  small  parcels  is  by  mail  at  letter  rates. 

Quotations  on  goods  of  this  class  should  be  made  in  pesetas^  as  this 
is  the  currency  in  which  quotations  are  made  by  other  coimtries.  Net 
prices  should  be  given  f .  o.  b.  port  of  shipment  in  the  United  States, 
or,  better  still,  c.  i.  f .  Seville.  Firms  here  receive  credits  on  this  class 
of  goods  of  from  30  to  90  days  when  purchasing  from  other  Euro- 
pean countries.  Payments  for  American  goods  are  usually  made  by 
draft 'through  London  or  Paris. 

The  quality  of  American  goods  of  this  class  is  better  than  those 
received  "here.    A  type  which  finds  favor  in  Seville  is  one  having  an 
inset  of  leather  in  the  center.    Heels  with  a  fiber  inset,  such  as  are 
sold  in  the  United  States,  I  do  not  find  here, 
lower  Trelght  Kates  from  Enropean  Ports. 

The  freight  rates  on  goods  from  England  and  other  European 
soui-ces  are  approximately  30  per  cent  lower  than  from  the  United 
States  in  normal  times.  Goods  are  packed  in  cartons.  The  condi- 
tions in  Cadiz  are  almost  identical  with  those  in  Seville.  The  latter 
is  the  center  for  distribution  in  the  Provinces  of  Seville,  Cadiz,  Cor- 
doba, Caceres,  and  Badajoz.  There  should  be  a  larger  sale  of  these 
goods  here,  and  an  increase  might  result  if  the  heels  were  advertised 
as  in  the  United  States.  [Lists  of  shoe  dealers  in  Seville  and  Cadiz 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.] 
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CintRENCY  DEPEECIATIOir  AND  THE  BSAZIIIAN  TABHT. 

[Commercial  Attache  Lincoln  Hutchinson,  Bio  dc  Janeiro,  Jane  1,  1015.] 

All  Brazilian  duties  are  now  payable  36  per  cent  in  paper  milreis 
(the  depreciated  currency  of  the  country)  and  65  per  cent  on  a  gold 
basis  at  the  fixed  rate  of  27  pence  (54.75  cents)  to  the  milreis.  The 
paper  portion  of  the  duty  is  paid  in  the  ordinary  currency  of  the 
country,  while  the  gold  portion  can  be  paid  only  in  what  are  known 
as  gold  "  vales,"  which  must  be  purchased  in  exchange  for  paper  at 
the  Banco  do  Brasil.  The  bank  fixes  the  rate  in  paper  at  which  it 
will  sell  these  "  vales,"  and  the  effect  of  the  decline  in  the  value  of 
the  paper  milreis  on  the  amount  of  duty  payable  depends  upon  the 
price  at  which  the  "  vales  "  are  thus  sold.  For  some  years  the  bank 
has  accepted  paper  milreis  in  exchange  for  "  vales  "  at  a  rate  of  16 
pence  (32.44  cents)  per  milreis,  but  last  autumn,  after  the  serious 
rise  in  exchange  set  in,  a  change  was  made  to  15  pence  (30.42  cents). 
Very  recently  another  alteration  has  been  made  and  the  rate  is  now 
14  pence  (28.39  cents).  An  importer,  therefore,  desiring  to  purchase 
gold  '•  vales  "  (worth  27  pence  per  milreis)  with  which  to  pay  the  gold 
portion  of  his  duties,  now  pays  for  them  in  paper  milreis  at  the  rate 
of  14  pence  per  milreis,  whereas  formerly  paper  was  accepted  at  the 
rate  of  16  pence  to  the  milreis.  In  other  words,  a  "  vale  "  which  will 
be  received  at  the  customhouse  as  worth  1  gold  milreis  formerly  cost 
the  importer  1$6875  (27/16Xl$000)  in  paper,  and  now  costs  him 
1$928  (27/14Xl$000). 

The  extent  to  which  the  fall  in  the  value  of  the  paper  milreis  af- 
fects the  amount  of  duty  collected  will  vary  somewhat  in  the  case 
of  specific  rates,  according  to  the  "  razao  "  (the  ad  valorem  equiva- 
lent of  a  specific  rate  calculated  on  an  official  valuation),  and  in  the 
case  of  ad  valorem  rates,  according  to  the  relation  between  the  port 
.  improvement  surtax  of  2  per  cent  in  gold,  which  is  a  constant  factor, 
and  the  rate  itself.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  from  the  examples  shown 
below  that  the  increase  in  duty,  calculated  in  milreis,  is  greater  in  the 
case  of  specific  rates  for  those  with  a  lower  "razao,"  and  in  the  case 
of  ad  valorem  rates  for  the  lower  rates. 

The  following  examples  will  illustrate  the  method  of  calculating 
duties  in  Brazil  and  the  effect  of  the  decline  in  the  official  value  oi 
the  paper  milreis: 

AD  VALOKEU:  BATES  OF  DTJTT. 

EXAMPLE  A.  ^ 

A  shipment  valued  at  $1,967.33.    Duty,  50  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
According  to  the  Brazilian  tariff,  the  value  must  be  stated  In  milreis  at  12 
pence,  the  official  rate  of  conversion  being  $1=4$120,  so  that  the  value  of  the 
shipment  in  milreis  becomes  8 :  105$i00,  and  the  amount  of  duty  at  the  nominal 
rate  of  50  per  cent,  4 :  052$700. 

Former  doty  Present  duty  in 

in  paper.  paper. 

65  per  cent  of  4 :  052$700  (paper) 2 :  634$255  2 :  634S255 

35  per  cent  of  4:052$700   (gold) <>2:393$626  *2:734$762 

Warehouse   charge,   2   per   cent   of  8:105$400 

(paper) — • : 162$108  162$108 

Port  charge  2  per  cent  of  8 :  105$400  (gold) <»273i557  '312$544 

Total 5:463$546  T: 

The  present  duty  shows  an  Increase  of  380$123,  or  6.96  per  cent. 

•At  the  rate  of  1$6875  paper  to  the  gold  milreis. 
*  At  the  rate  ot  lf928  paper  to  the  gold  milreis. 
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EXAUPLE  B. 

A  shipment  of  machinery  from  New  York  to  Rio  de  Janeiro.    Duty  15  per 
cent  ad  valorem. 

Value  f.  a.  s.  New  York $9, 538.  79 

Freight  and  Insurance 819. 27 

Value  c.  i.  f.  Rio  de  Janeiro 10, 358. 06 

$10358.06  at  4$120=42:  6751210;  15  per  cent  of  42:  C75$210=6:40]$280. 

Former  duty  ftesent  duty  In 

Id  paper.  paper. 

65  per  cent  of  6 :  401$280  (paper) 4:ie0$830  4:160f8S0 

35  per  cent  of  6 :  401$2S0  (gold) «  3 :  78O$700  '  4 :  319?580 

Warehouse  charges,  2  per  cent  of  42 :  675$210 

(paper)    853$500  853$50O 

Port  charges,  2  per  cent  of  42 :  675$210  ( gold ) .  •  1 :  440$230  » 1 :  645$550 

Total 10 :  235|370  10 :  979$460 

The  duty  Is  increased  by  744$090,  or  7.27  per  cent. 

SPECIFIC  RATES  OF  DUTY. 


EXAUPLE  C. 

A  shipment  of  1,420  kilos  of  unpninted  ironwork  from  New  York  to  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  Duty.  400'  rels  per  kilogram ;  razSo,  50  per  cent  Official  valuation, 
1:136$000;  nominal  duty,  1,420  kilos  at  400  rels=568$000. 

Former  doty  Present  duty  In 

in  paper.  paper. 

65  per  cent  of  668$000  (paper) 369$200  369$200 

35  per  cent  of  568?000  (gold) •335$475  »383?286 

Warehouse   chaise,  2  per  cent  of  1 :  136$000 

(paijer)  22$720  22f720 

Port  charge,  2  per  cent  of  1:138$000  (gold)—  «38$340  *43|804 

Total 765f735  819?010 

The  doty  Is  increased  by  53|275,  or  6.96  per  cent 

EXAMPLE  D. 

Shipment  of  1,800  kilos  of  Indigo.  Duty,  1$200  per  kilo ;  "  razfto,"  20  per  cent 
Official  valuation,  10:800^000;  nominal  duty,  1,800  kUos  at  1$200=2 :  160$000. 

Former  duty  Present  dnty  In 

In  paper.  paper. 

65  per  cent  of  2:ie0$000  (paper) 1:404$000  1:404?000 

85  per  cent  of  2 :160?000  (gold) •1:275$750  »1:457$56S 

Warehouse  charge,  2  per  cent  of  10: 800|000 216?000  216$000 

Port  charge,  2  per  c«it  of  10 :  800$000  (gold) <>364$500  »416$448 

Total  3:260?250  8:494$0ie 

The  duty  is  increased  by  233$766,  or  7.17  per  cent 

In  general  it  may  be  stated  that  the  fall  in  the  value  of  the  milreis 
and  the  consequent  lowering  of  the  rate,  at  which  the  Banco  do  Brasil 
will  reoeiye  paper  milreis  in  exchange  for  gold  "  vales  "  has  caused  an 
increase  in  duties  of  about  7  per  cent.  It  the  low  rate  of  exchange 
now  prevailing  (about  12^d.)  should  continue  and  the  Banco  do 
Brasil  should  still  further  lower  the  rate  at  which  it  will  receive 
paper,  the  dniy  will,  of  course,  be  still  further  increased. 

C<Hifu8i<m  WHuetimes  arises  in  discussing  this  subject  through 
estimating  tiie  duties  in  gold,  in  which  they  would  be  paid  in  a 

*  At  the  rate  of  1^6875  paper  to  the  gold  milreis. 

*  At  the  rate  of  If  928  paper  to  the  gold  milreis. 
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gold-standard  country  such  as  the  United  States,  instead  of  in  paper, 
in  which  they  are  virtually  paid  in  Brazil.  For  instance,  m  the 
last  example  above  the  duty  of  3:260$250  at  the  rate  of  16d.  to 
the  milreis,  in  effect  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  would  cost  the 
importer  in  American  gold  $1,057.62;  while  the  present  duty  of 
3:494$016  at  the  present  rate  (say,  IS^d.)  would  cost  only  $873.50, 
and  the  conclusion  is  sometimes  drawn  that  the  duty  has  therefore 
been  greatly  reduced.  This,  however,  is  true  only  in  a  very  re- 
stricted sense.  The  importer  here  brings  in  goods  in  order  to  sell 
or  use  them  in  the  country.  His  returns  on  his  business  come  to 
him  in  paper  milreis  or  their  equivalent,  and  if  the  duties  which  he 
has  been  obliged  to  pay  in  paper  are  increased  he  must  sell  at  a 
higher  price  or  suffer  a  reduction  in  his  profits.  It  is,  of  course,  true 
that  persons  here  whose  income  is  in  gold,  or  in  gold  credits,  such, 
for  instance,  as  salaried  officials  of  foreign  corporations  or  govern- 
ments, or  coffee  producers  who  sell  their  product  in  foreign  gold- 
standard  countries,  can  buy  paper  milreis  at  lower  rates  than  when 
exchange  stood  at  16d. ;  and  it  they  are  importing  goods  for  any 
purpose  are  obliged  to  pay  out  less  of  their  gold  (or  their  gold 
credits)  in  order  to  cover  the  amount  of  the  duties;  but  this  is  merely 
a  part  of  the  general  advantage  which  comes  to  anyone  whose  in- 
come is  in  gold  and  whose  expenses  are  in  paper  in  a  country  where 
the  paper  currency  is  depreciating.  The  great  bulk  of  importing 
business  is  done  by  men  whose  income  and  expenses  are  both  in 
paper  and  who  therefore  derive  no  such  benefit  from  a  rise  in  gold 
values. 

CHILE'S  BEYENUE  AND  EXPENDITTJBES. 

[Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  June  12.] 

In  the  course  of  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  newly  elected 
National  Congress  of  Chile  the  President  of  the  Republic  made  the 
following  statements  relative  to  the  coimtry's  income  and  expendi- 
tures : 

The  ordinary  receipts  of  1914  were  151,000,000  paper  pesos  ($24,- 
160,000  United  States  currency)  and  61,200,000  pesos  Chilean  gold 
($22,338,000  United  States  currency),  and  the  expenses  208,100,000 
paper  pesos  ($33"',296,000  United  States  currency)  and  67,500,000 
pesos  Chilean  gold  ($24,637,500  United  States  currency). 

The  estimates  of  expenses  for  the  calendar  year  1915  are  187,372,606 
paper  pesos  ($29,979,617)  and  48,395,598  pesos  Chilean  gold  ($17,- 
664,392).  The  estimated  income  for  the  year  is  116,500,000  paper 
pesos  ($18,640,000)  and  40,000,000  pesos  Chilean  gold  ($14,600,000), 
Avhich  would  indicate  a  deficit  for  1915  of  about  $14,400,000  United 
States  currency. 

The  external  debt  on  January  1,  1915,  was  £33,277,040  ($161,942,- 
715)  and  the  internal  debt  in  paper  equivalent  to  £5,190,744  ($25,- 
260,755),  or  a  total  of  nearly  £10  (approximately  $50)  per  capita. 

The  customs  revenue  for  1914  was  less  than  in  1913  by  45,000,000 
cold  pesos  ($16,425,000  United  States  currency),  20,000,000  pesos 
($7,300,000)  of  which  was  due  to  decreased  imports  in  general  and 
25,000,000  pesos  ($9,125,000)  to  the  falling  off  in  nitrate  exports. 
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HBST  FOBEIGH  CATTLE  SHIPHENT  THBOTJOH  NEW  OBLEANS. 

(CommercUl  Asent  E.  B.  Jadd,  New  Orleans,  La.,  July  9.] 

The  first  shipload  of  foreign  cattle  that  has  entered  the  port  of 
New  Orleans  arrived  to-day,  the  steamship  Cratheua  unloading  697 
head  from  Puerto  Barrios,  Guatemala. 

This  shipment  was  an  experiment,  and  it  is  expected  that  its  suc- 
cess will  mean  the  importing  of  several  thousand  head  through  this 
port  and  possibly  the  permanent  opening  of  New  Orleans  as  a  cattle 
port. 

The  Kaffety  Cattle  Co.,  which  made  the  shipment,  has  been  work- 
ing in  Honduras  and  Guatemala  for  several  years  to  build  up  a 
permanent  cattle  business.  Blooded  bulls  have  been  imported  and 
^ven  to  the  cattle  breeders,  and  other  assistance  has  been  given  to 
improve  the  grade  of  stock. 

This  company,  which  is  closely  connected  with  the  National  Stock 
Yards  of  East  St.  Louis,  has  a  concession  from  the  Government  of 
Honduras  which  gives  it  a  monopoly  of  the  cattle-exporting  business. 
A  member  of  the  firm  also  owns  feeding  grounds  in  Guatemala.  To 
thoroughly  test  out  the  possibility  of  marketing  Central  American 
cattle  the  company  has  purchased  over  5,000  head  in  Guatemala  for 
export  to  this  country,  of  which  the  cargo  of  the  Cratheua  is  the  first 
installment.  These  cattle  are  Honduran  stock  fattened  in  Guate- 
mala, and  ready  for  market  when  shipped.  It  is  probable  that  later 
on  the  company  will  ship  stockers  and  feedei-s  direct  from  Honduras, 
fattening  them  in  this  coimtry. 

Local  commercial  bodies  have  for  some  years  given  much  attention 
to  the  subject  of  making  New  Orleans  an  entry  port  for  cattle  from 
the  Caribbean  district.  Quarantine  regulations,  however,  have 
blocked  the  way  and  their  efforts  have  been  without  result. 

This  shipment  was  made  by  special  permission  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture,  which  sent  two  specialists  to. 
Guatemala  to  examine  the  cattle.  The  animals  were  clipped  twice 
before  shipping,  and  will  be  held  in  quarantine  in  New  Orleans  for 
five  days  before  being  forwarded  by  rail  to  the  National  Stock  Yards 
at  East  St.  Louis. 

SHOBTAGE  OE  STJGAB  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consnl  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  June  4.] 

There  is  a  shortage  of  sugar  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  there 
is  some  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  consumer.  The  Colonial  Sugar 
Sefining  Co.  is  bringing  in  the  sugar  production  from  the  Fiji 
Islands  and  hopes  to  be  able  to  nearly  meet  the  demands.  Tho 
above  company  practically  has  control  of  the  sugar  market  of 
Australasia. 

This  company  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  New  Zealand 
authorities  the  first  of  the  year  that  the  price  of  sugar  should  not  be 
above  $97.33  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  before  June  30,  1915,  and  now 
it  is  understood  that  any  advance  shall  not  exceed  1  cent  per  pound. 

Also  it  is  understood  that  there  will  be  no  opposition  on  the  part 
of  the  above  company  to  imports  of  sugar  through  other  channels. 
Here  is  an  opening  for  American  sugar. 
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INDUSTBIAI  NOTES  rSOH  CHUE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  June  1  and  12.] 
Water-Power  SeTclopment. 

Studies  are  being  continued  for  the  development  of  water  power 
on  the  Aconcngua,  Maipo,  Cachapoal,  Laja,  and  Cautin  Kivers, 
which  will  form  the  basis  for  future  industrial  expansion. 

Ismael  Morande  has  been  granted  a  concession  of  8  cubic  meters 
(2,115  gallons)  of  water  per  second  from  the  river  Aconcagua  for 
motive  power  for  a  cement  factory  at  La  Calera  and  for  exploiting 
the  Filomena  mine. 

Seven  hundred  cubic  meters  (184,920  gallons)  of  water  per  day 
from  the  River  Loa  has  been  granted  to  Herman  Jochheim  for  work- 
ing nitrate  in  the  Candelabra  mine  up  to  a  production  of  3,024,000 
qumtals  (306,663,800  pounds)  per  year. 

Inigation  Projects — Spinnintr  and  Weavintr  Company. 

There  are  in  Chile  19,000,000  hectares  (46,950,000  acres)  sus- 
ceptible of  immediate  cultivation.  There  are  about  1,000,000  hec- 
tares (2,470,000  acres)  irrigated,  but  2,000,000  (4,940,000  acres)  are 
susceptible  to  irrigation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  construction  of  the 
Aconcagua,  Maule,  Melado,  and  Laja  projects,  authorized  by  law 
2953  of  December  9,  1914,  and  approved  by  the  affected  landowners, 
will  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  stock  company,  with  residence  in  Santiago,  has  just  been  formed 
to  spin  and  weave  cotton  and  woolen  fabrics  and  to  develop  allied 
lines.  The  capital  of  the  new  company  is  approximately  $400,000 
United  States  gold.  There  were  18  similar  factories  in  Chile  in  1914 
with  a  combined  capital  of  $2,300,000  United  States  gold. 


EXPANSION  OF  JAPANESE  SHIPPING  LINES. 
[ConBuI  General  Qeorge  n.  Scidmore,  Yolcobama,  Jane  16.] 

By  about  June  28,  states  the  "  Chugai  Shogyo  Shimpo"  (Tokyo), 
the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba  will  call  an  extraordinary  general  meet- 
ing of  its  shareholders  with  the  object  of  settling  the  long-pending 
question  of  increasing  its  capital  and  the  attendant  problems  regard- 
ing dividend.  How  these  questions  are  to  be  solved  is  kept  strictly 
secret,  and  what  the  Tolcyo  paper  has  to  say  for  a  certainty  is  simply 
that  the  steamship  company  will  double  its  present  capital  of 
23,000,000  yen  ($11,952,000). 

According  to  the  "  Japan  Advertiser  "  of  June  15,  1916,  the  pro- 
posal for  an  increase  of  the  capital  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha 
will  be  submitted  for  consideration  at  the  general  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  to  be  called  June  30.  The  project  of  the  authorities 
and  large  shareholders  of  the  company  is  to  double  the  present 
capital  of  23,000,000  yen  ($11,952,000),  the  new  capital  to  be  divided 
into  460,000  shares  of  100  yen  ($49.80)  each,  the  shares  to  be  taken 
up  by  the  present  shareholders  of  the  company. 

There  is.no  doubt  but  that  this  proposed  increase  of  capital  will 
be  carried  out. 
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XBASE-EXTENSION  WORK  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  Julias  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  July  2.] 

Since  the  beginning  of  this  year  this  consulate  has  forwarded 
seven  foreign  trade  opportunities.  Five  were  for  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  dress  goods,  high-class  goods  for  women's  dresses  and  men's 
suits,  cheap  trouserings,  serges,  tweeds,  hosiery,  underwear,  etc. 
The  firms  for  Which  these  opportunities  were  published  report  that 
though  some  letters  were  received  no  business  was  done,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  war  increase  of  7J  per  cent  ad  valorem  in  the  tariif, 
which  makes  the  tariff  42J  per  cent  on  nearly  all  the  goods  enumer- 
ated. From  the  small  number  of  responses  to  these  trade  oppor- 
tunities it  appears  that  American  exporters  must  have  all  the  Cana- 
dian business  they  can  handle  in  these  articles  under  existing  condi- 
tions. 

One  business  man  of  Toronto  reported  to  this  consulate  a  few 
weeks  ago  that  he  was  successfully  selling  drugs  and  drug  sundries, 
the  agencies  for  which  he  obtained  through  Foreign  Trade  Oppor- 
tunities Nos.  13868  and  14347  (published  in  1914). 

A  knitting  mill  of  South  Carolina  recently  wrote  that  through 
correspondence  with  this  consulate  that  it  had  secured  an  agent  in 
Toronto  for  Ontario  and  Western  Canada.  This  agent  says  that 
in  spite  of  the  heavy  Canadian  tariff  handicap  he  expects  to  sell 
goods  for  this  mill,  which  can  manufacture  very  cheaply. 

Under  date  of  June  22,  a  hair  curler  company  of  Philadelphia, 
with  which  this  consulate  has  been  in  correspondence,  wrote  that  a 
selling  agency  for  its  goods  had  been  established  in  Toronto  for  the 
Province  of  Ontario. 

As  a  result  of  correspondence  with  this  office,  an  electric  and  engi- 
neering company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  planning  to  establish  a  sell- 
ing agency  in  Toronto,  and  to  this  end  an  officer  of  the  company  is 
about  to  visit  this  city.  ■  ,;..,.. 

During  the  last  quarter  this  office  has  endeavored  to  reply  carefully 
to  all  commercial  inquiries,  most  of  which  were' requests  for  names 
of  dealers  in  certain  lines  of  business. 

During  the  quarter  there  were  published  in  Commerce  Reports 
20  reports  of  various  kinds  from  this  office,  including  the  annual 
report  on  Ontario,  which  appeared  May  12.  Reference  is  made  to 
the  last  paragraph  on  page  12  of  that  report  as  an  explanation  of 
the  limited  use  made  of  this  consulate  by  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters. 

WOOLEN-CLOTH  OBDEBS  IN  JAPAN. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Chronicle  of  June  11,  by  Consul  Oeneral  George  H.  Sctdmore, 

Tokobama.] 

Russian  orders  for  woolen  cloth  so  far  received  by  Japanese  wool- 
weaving  companies  have  amounted  in  value  to  about  $4,980,000.  The 
unfolfifled  part  of  these  orders  is  to  be  executed  by  the  end  of  August. 
There  has  now  arrived  a  third  batch  of  similar  orders  from  Russia, 
and  the  Japan  Wool-Weaving  and  other  companies  are  now  consider- 
ing the  terms  on  which  to  book  them.  The  increased  demand  for 
wool  has  created  great  pressure  in  the  wool  market.  Japanese  wool 
weavers  therefcure  demand  an  increase  in  price  of  15  to  20  per  cent  on 
iht  new  <vder8,  and,  according  to  the  Asahi  (Osaka),  are  amducting 
Mgotiationi  to  (hat  end. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFFOBTmnTIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  may  l>e  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  braneb 
,     .  ofllce».] 

Chocolate,  No.  17520. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  In 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  England  who  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  millc  chocolate  in 
blocks  for  the  confectionery  trade. 

Knitted  underwear,  hosiery,  etc..  No.  17521. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Scotland  tiansnilts  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  bis  district  who  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  clothing  for  women, 
knitted  underwear,  hosiery,  etc.,  with  a  view  to  securing  an  exclusive 
agency  for  these  lines.  The  man  states  that  he  is  able  to  supply  good 
reference. 

Cloth,  No.  17522. — One  of  the  foreign  legations  in  Washington,  D.  C,  writes 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  relative  to  an  opportunity 
for  the  sale  of  woolen  military  clotli.  An  official  of  the  legation  states 
that  he  will  supply  samples  and  additional  Information. 

Hardware,  haberdasltery,  etc..  No.  17523. — ^The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Denmark  stating  that  he  desires 
to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  hardware,  Imberdashery,  machinery,  etc.  He  states  tlwt  he 
is  well  established  in  the  markets  of  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland, 
and  Russia.  He  desires  to  secure  exclusive  agencies  for  Denmark,  Nor- 
way, and  Sweden,  but  tNiys  on  his  own  account  for  export  to  Finland  and 
Russia.    References  are  offered. 

Telephone  materials  and  printing  machinery.  No.  17524. — Mr.  Kwan  Po  Pin, 
manager  Chinese  Tdegrapb  Supply  Dei)artment,  No.  27  Markbam  Road, 
Slianghai,  China,  has  invited  tenders  for  telephone  material  and  printing 
machinery.  Bids  will  be  received  until  August  20,  1915.  Specifications, 
requisition  sheets,  and  other  information  may  t>e  examined  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  IKtmestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offlcea 

General  representation.  No.  17525. — A  business  man  in  France  writes  that  he 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  desire 
to  enter  the  French  markets.  He  does  not  8i)eclfy  any  particular  line.  He 
states  tlut  he  lias  bad  20  years'  experience  in  commission,  export,  and 
import  businem,  and  is  eonveraant  with  advertising  and  general  commercial 
conditions. 

Paper,  No.  17526. — A  company  in  India  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  paper  of  all  kinds.  Samples  and  prices  are  desired.  Quotations 
should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination,  if  possible.  The  firm  states  that  it  is 
in  a  position  to  furnish  desirable  references.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Fertilisers,  No.  17527. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Malay  Peninsula 
reiiorts  that  there  are  increasing  inquiries  at  the  consulate  for  fertilizing 
materials.  He  desires  to  be  supplied  with  full  Information  relative  to 
prices,  etc. 

Agrictdtvral  implements,  etc..  No.  17528. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India 
reports  that  a  company  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication 
with  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  luipiemcuts,  carpenters'  tools, 
etc.  Illustrated  catalogues,  prices,  duscounts,  and  terms  of  sale  should  be 
sent  at  once.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.  The  firm 
states  that  it  will  furnish  references.    Correspondence  may  be  iu  English. 

Vndertccar,  No.  17529. — A  firm  in  E^ngland  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  receive  sami>les  and  full  Information  relative  to  cheap  lines 
of  woven  underwear  for  men. 

Chewing  gum.  No.  17530. — A  trading  company  In  India  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  of  chewing  gum.  Prices,  discounts,  terms  of  sale,  and  full 
information  should  be  supplied.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destina- 
tion.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.   The  firm  will  supply  references. 
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KEW  HABSEUIE-AHEBICAH  STEAMSHIP  LDTB. 

[Consul  General  A.  Gaulln,  Marseille,  France,  Jnne  22.] 

The  Societe  Generate  de  Transports  Maritimes  i,  Vapeur,  of 
Marseille,  will  inaugurate  on  June  25  a  regular  service  between  this 
port  and  New  Orleans  and  Norfolk.  Two  steamers — the  Mont  Pel- 
voux  and  the  Mont  VUo — each  with  a  cargo  capacity  of  6,500  gross 
tons,  will  be  the  only  two  liners  in  this  service  until  the  traffic  justi- 
fies an  increase  of  the  fleet.  These  steamers  will  call  at  Habana  and 
various  West  Indian  ports  during  the  July-December  season.  Sail- 
ings will  take  place  about  every  six  weeks. 

It  is  also  stated  that  the  company  is  planning  to  establish  a  line 
between  Marseille  and  San  Francisco,  but  no  definite  decision  has 
yet  been  taken  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  importation  of  Amer- 
ican coal  is  expected  to  be  one  of  the  features  of  the  new  service 
referred  to.  It  also  means  a  possible  increase  of  lumber  imports 
in  southern  France. 

SPANISH  DfPOBT  DUTY  ON  WHEAT  AND  FIOXTB. 

[Cablesram  from  American  ambassador,  Madrid,  received  July  11,  1016.] 

Import  duties  of  2  pesetas  per  100  kilos  ($0,175  per  100  pounds) 
on  wheat  and  5  pesetas  per  100  kilos  ($0,438  per  100  poimds)  on 
wheat  flour  are  to  be  imposed  on  all  shipments  leaving  the  port  of 
embarkation  after  July  31, 1915.  [Wheat  and  wheat  flour  were  tem- 
porarily exempted  from  import  duty  and  transport  tax  in  Spain  by 
decree  of  Mar.  5,  1915.] 


CBANBEBRT  CHOP  SHOBTAGE. 

Beports  from  the  cranberry  sections  of  Cape  Cod,  New  Jersey,  and 
iWisconsin  state  that  in  consequence  of  the  cold  weather  a  few  weeks 
ago  the  cranberry  crop  will  be  short.  Last  season  there  were  625,000 
barrels  from  these  three  sections,  but  according  to  best  estimates  now 
the  coming  crop  will  not  exceed  400,000  barrels. 
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AHSBICAN  CLAY  FOE  AMEBICAN  POTTEBIES. 

Statements  having  been  published  by  importers  to  the  effect  that 
certain  foreign  clays  were  essential  in  the  manufacture  of  certain 
goods  in  this  country,  American  producers  of  clays  brought  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Department  of  Commerce,  alleging  that  investigation 
would  show  that  the  foreign  materials  are  not  essential  in  the  manu- 
facture of  the  lines  in  which  they  have  hitherto  predominated. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Clay  Products  Section  of  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  and  the  following  statement  has  been  pre- 
pared by  Prof  A.  V.  Bleininger,  who  is  the  ceramic  chemist  in  charge 
of  this  section.  It  has  important  significance  for  American  users 
of  the  goods  described. 

OIA88-P0T  AND  CKVCIBLB  CLAT8. 

In  the  manufacture  of  glass  pots,  tank  blocks,  graphite  crucibles, 
and  similar  refractories  a  certam  amount  of  plastic  clay  is  required 
for  the  purpose  of  bonding  together  the  grains  of  calcined  material, 
ground  pot  sherds,  and  previously  burned  fire  clay,  which  constitute 
from  50  to  60  per  cent  of  the  mixture  used. 

The  requirements  of  pot  clays  are  very  exacting  and  may  be 
summarized  as  follows:  First,  sufficient  refractoriness  to  withstanl 
the  high  heat  of  the  furnaces,  under  the  pressure  of  the  liquid  charge, 
without  showing  deformation;  second,  great  plasticity  and  bonding 
power,  making  possible  the  cementing  together  of  the  grains  of  cal- 
cined material  to  a  compact  mass;  third,  possession  of  considerable 
mechanical  strength,  especially  in  the  dried  state ;  fourth,  the  quality 
of  becoming  dense  at  comparatively  low  ■  temperatures  in  onier  to 
produce  a  structure  inipervious  to  the  liquid  glass  or  metal  and  re- 
sisting their  corroding  influence;  fifth,  the  property  of  retaining  a 
sound  structure,  free  from  vesicular  development,  upon  long  con- 
tinued heating;  sixth,  the  quality  of  drying  and  firing  safely  without 
cracking  or  checking. 

These  requirements  are  very  severe  and  are  possessed  by  compara- 
tively few  clays.  The  materials  which  have  been  found  most  satis- 
factory by  years  of  practical  experience  are  a  number  of  European 
clays,  principally  those  from  Gross  Almerode,  Klingenberg,  Schip- 
pach,  and  the  Westerwald  district  in  Germany,  and  from  Belforco 
and  the  Ardennes  region  in  Belgium.  These  clays  possess  the  proper- 
ties demanded  of  glass  refractories  to  a  remarkable  degree.  Still  it 
has  been  found  possible  for  a  number  of  years  to  use  in  many  places 
a  mixture  composed  of  a  larger  quantity  of  American  plastic  clay 
from  Missouri  (St.  Louis)  and  a  smaller  quantity  of  the  imported 
clay  wiih  satisfactory  results. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  war  the  supply  of  European 
glass-pot  clays  was  fairly  regular,  but  shipping  conditions  have  be- 
come very  much  more  difficult  at  the  present  time,  and  as  a  result  the 
demand  for  these  materials  can  not  be  satisfied.  This  condition  is  an 
embarrassing  one  for  the  glass  and  the  crucible  industries,  and  the 
question  of  replacing  the  foreign  clays  by  American  materials  must 
receive  immediate  attention.  A  review  of  the  situation  tells  us  that 
the  case  is  not  as  hopeless  as  it  has  been  rejpresented  to  be  by  some, 
and  the  cessation  of  the  clay  imports  certainly  can  not  be  said  to  have 
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a  disastroiis  effect  on  the  industries  involved.  The  use  of  domestic 
clays  already  knovni  will  enable  manufacturers  to  continue  opera- 
tions, although  it  is  quite  possible  that  until  the  best  possible  mix- 
tures of  clays  can  be  worked  out  the  production  cost  will  be  increased, 
due  to  the  aiorter  life  of  the  glass  pots  and  crucibles.  In  the  end  the 
necessity  of  using  domestic  clays,  which  are  cheaper  and  more  easily 
obtained,  would  be  a  distinct  benefit  to  the  industries. 

Kecent  tests  of  American  plastic  fire  clays  have  shown  that  some 
of  these  approach  the  imported  clays  in  quality,  but  are  still  lacking 
in  one  or  another  respect.  No  single  American  clay  so  far  examined 
has  been  found  to  be  a  perfect  substitute  for  the  gross  almerode  and 
related  clays,  even  though  it  may  be  superior  in  some  of  its  proper- 
ties. It  is,  however,  not  improbable  that  such  a  material  may  be 
found  sooner  or  later.  This  condition  need  not  be  at  all  discourag- 
ing, since  the  problem  can  be  solved  by  the  use  of  a  mixture  of  sev- 
eral American  days,  each  of  which  contributes  its  share  toward  the 
development  of  a  suitable  structure.  The  deficiencies  of  any  one  clay 
may  thus  be  compensated  for  by  the  others. 

This  practice  has  been  followed  by  the  German  pot  makers  with 
good  success,  and  in  some  compositions  as  many  as  six  clays  are  being 
used.  A  further  advantage  gained  in  this  way  is  the  fact  that  nat- 
ural variations  in  composition  and  properties  which  occur  in  practi- 
cally all  clay  deposits  do  not  become  so  important  as  when  only  one 
material  is  used,  for  it  is  improbable  that  all  clays  should  change  in 
the  same  direction  at  the  same  time. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  American  manufacturers  have  already  ac- 
quired an  extensive  experience  in  the  use  of  the  Missouri  plastic  fire 
clays  which  have  been  found  to  be  valuable  glass-pot  materials  it 
should  not  be  a  difficult  task  to  supplement  them  with  certain  other 
clays  which  are  available.  It  can  not  be  expected  that  pots  and 
crucibles  of  the  highest  quality  can  at  once  be  manufactured.  The 
experience  being  gained  must  be  paid  for  during  the  period  of  de- 
velopment by  the  possible  shorter  life  of  the  pots  and  imavoidable 
accidental  defects  which  are  apt  to  occur  until  the  b^t  possible  pro- 
portions have  been  established.  This  is  a  temporary  condition  which 
can  hardly  be  avoided.  It  is  important  at  the  same  time  that  close 
cooperation  between  the  glass  manufacturers  and  the  makers  of  pots 
be  maintained  and  that  systematic  research  be  supported  akin  to  the 
practice  prevailing  in  the  German  industries.  The  prejudice  to  ex- 
perimental work  now  existing  in  the  industries  under  discussion 
should  be  overcome. 

With  reference  to  the  sources  of  plastic  fire  clay  in  the  United 
States,  there  are  available,  besides  the  Missouri  clays,  very  strong 
and  refractory  ball  clays  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  more  siliceous 
but  exceedingly  plastic  materials  in  Arkansas,  excellent  soft  fire 
clays  in  Pennsylvania  and  southern  Ohio,  several  ball  clay-like  de- 
posits in  southern  Illinois,  and  the  various  plastic  refractory  ma- 
terials of  New  Jersey.  These  clays  represent  a  considerable  range 
of  properties,  and  when  suitably  combined  should  give  results  closely 
approaching  those  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  European  clays. 

There  might  be  added  that  artificial  improvement  in  such  physical 
properties  as  plasticity,  bonding  power,  shrinkage,  strength  in  the 
dry  state,  etc.,  is  not  at  all  impossible  through  the  use  of  small  quan- 
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titles  of  reagents  like  tannic  acid  and  other  organic  substances,  as 
well  as  inorganic  salts,  procedures  which  have  been  pointed  out  in 
recent  experimental  work. 

In  concluding  this  discussion  the  situation  might  be  summarized 
by  stating  that  the  lack  of  imported  pot  and  crucible  clays  can  by 
no  means  be  called  an  industrial  disaster  and  their  replacement 
would  offer  no  grave  difficulties. 


CBOPS  m  BEDIE  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Mllo  A.  Jewett,  Kehl,  Germany,  June  23.] 

In  this  region  the  past  period  of  four  weeks  has  been  the  warmest 
and  driest  period  of  like  date  for  several  years.  At  present  writing, 
with  a  falling  barometer,  increasing  cloudiness,  and  a  few  drops  of 
rain,  it  looks  as  though  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather  may  be  coming 
to  an  end.  Since  May  21,  a  period  of  88  days,  there  has  been  in  this 
region  only  two  or  three  sh»rt  showers.  In  some  places  these  showers 
were  heavy  and  accompanied  by  very  strong  wind  and  severe  hail- 
storms, which  lodged  the  grain  and  destroy^  much  small  fruit  In 
some  regions  as  high  as  60  per  cent  of  the  young  apples,  pears,  and 
plums,  already  stunted  by  the  long  drought,  were  Imocked  from  the 
trees. 

Most  of  the  hay  in  this  district  has  been  cut  and  gathered  under 
very  favorable  conditions.  The  hay  crop  was  large,  but  the  second 
and  third  cuttings  which  were  anticipated  a  month  ago  now.  appear 
very  uncertain,  as  the  grass  has  grown  very  little  owmg  to  the  dry 
weather  since  the  fields  were  first  cut. 

Winter  grains  still  look  well  and  promising,  but  spring  grains 
are  making  little  straw  and  filling  out  poorly. 

The  dry  weather  has  had  an  unfavorable  effect  on  potatoes  and 
other  vegetables  and  fruits.  The  pea  crop  is  below  normal,  and 
orders  have  been  given  that  the  peas  must  oe  allowed  to  ripen  and 
not  sold  while  green. 

Hops  are  doing  quite  well. 


LEASE  OF  THE  SAIAVEBfiT  FOBS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  A.  I.  Harrington,  lima,  Pern,  June  22.] 

Under  the  terms  of  a  contract  recently  signed  between  the  Peru- 
vian Government  and  the  Peruvian  Corporation  (Limited),  as  given 
in  the  local  press,  the  Government  leases  the  Salaverry  Pier  for  26 
years,  in  consideration  of  which  the  corporation  binds  itself  to  (a) 

{>ay  the  Salavernr  Pier  Co.,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  the  equiva- 
ent  of  $60,600  United  States  gold,  which  was  the  amount  agreed 
upon  as  the  expropriation  figure  in  the  original  contract  made  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Salaverry  Pier  Co.  on  June  28,  1898; 
(b)  extend  the  existing  pier  by  not  less  than  165  feet  and  install  two 
new  winches  within  five  months  after  taking  over  the  property,  in- 
vesting not  less  than  $24,300  in  the  said  works,  which  must  be  com- 
pleted within  one  year  on  pain  of  a  monthly  fine  of  $243  for  addi- 
tional time  spent  on  the  work :  (c)  loan  without  interest  to  the  Peru- 
vian Government  the  sum  of  $77,865.  The  Grovemment  reserves  the 
right  to  cancel  the  lease  at  the  ead  of  the  first  10  years  if  it  so  desires. 
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BTJYISQ  PWCE  OF  COTTON  KEDTJCED  IN  NIGERIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Harry  A.  McBrlde,  Boma,  Belgian  Kongo,  May  20.] 

Several  years  ago,  in  order  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  cotton 
in  Nigeria,  the  natives  were  offered  fixed  prices  at  which  all  the  cot- 
ton they  brought  in  for  sale  would  be  purchased.  The  British  Cot- 
ton Growing  Association's  buying  price  at  the  port  of  Lagos  has 
been  3  cents  per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  a  commission  of 
one-fourth  cent  per  pound  is  paid  to  the  merchants  who  buy  in  small 
parcels  from  the  native  farmei-s,  retaining  their  purchases  until 
quantities  large  enough  for  shipment  have  beeu  collected.  These 
arrangements  have  been  maintained  for  a  number  of  years,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  serious  fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  due  to  the  European  war, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  reduce  the  buying  price,  and  it  is 
proposed  that  the  same  at  all  stations  along  the  Lagos-Kano  Railway 
should  be  fixed  at  IJ  cents  per  pound  oi  seed  cotton.  Persons  in- 
terested in  Nigerian  cotton  believe  this  reduction  will  not  discourage 
the  native  growers. 

I  In  order  to  further  reduce  the  expenses  of  buying  and  moving  the 
crop  the  Government  railway  and  the  ocean  steamship  company 
have  been  requested  to  reduce  their  freight  rates  by  25  per  cent  and 
the  merchants  to  reduce  their  buying  commission  by  a  similar 
amount.  The  merchants  have  already  offered  to  lessen  their  com- 
mission by  50  per  cent,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  Government  has 
agreed  to  reduce  the  freight  charges  on  the  Lagos-Kano  Railway, 
by  25  per  cent.  A  similar  reduction  is  to  be  made  by  the  steamship 
company  (Elder  Dempster  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  on  shipments  of  cotton  from 
Nigeria  to  Liverpool.  It  is  hoped  in  this  manner  to  protect  the  in- 
dustry from  the  imsatisfactoiy  state  of  the  cotton  market  caused  by 
present  conditions  in  Europe. 

The  year  1914  was  a  satisfactory  one  for  the  Nigerian  cotton 
growers,  though  the  production  was  slightly  less  than  during  the 
previous  12  months.  The  purchases  in  Lagos  for  the  year  amounted 
to  13,547  bales,  as  compared  with  13,910  bales  for  1913  and  9,146  bales 
for  1912.  Purchases  in  northern  Nigeria  to  the  end  of  November, 
1914,  amounted  to  653  bales,  as  compared  with  1,562  bales  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year. 

,  Reports  state  that  the  1915  crop  will  be  a  late  one,  owing  to  the, 
drought  during  the  last  planting  season,  but  it  is  not  possible  at 

E resent  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  size  of  the  crop.  Purchases  at 
lagos  during  January  and  February,  1915,  amounted  to  only  165 
bales,  as  compared  with  2,480  bales  for  the  like  period  of  the  previous 
year,  while  in  northern  Nigeria  January  purchases  were  23  bales  as 
against  65  bales  in  January,  1914,  showing  important  decreases  in 
both  instances. 

Lack  of  shipping  facilities  may  be  another  drawback  to  the  1915 
crop,  as  there  is  now  a  large  accumulation  of  merchandise  in  the 
Government  warehouses  at  Iddo,  "and  difficulty  in  moving  the  cotton 
shipments  has  already  been  felt. 

;  Between  August  26, 1914,  and  April  15, 1915,  reports  Consul  Rob- 
ertson Honey,  of  Madrid,  Spain  exported  18,867  snort  tons  of  sugar 
to  England,  Morocco,  Canary  Islands,  Fernando  Po,  Portugal,  and 
South  America. 
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FSOPOSED  lUFSOVEHENT  OF  1BE  TEEITE  SIVEB. 

[Coniul  C  M.  Hltcb.  Kottlnsbam,  England.] 

The  question  of  navigating  the  Trent  River  has  been  one  of  con- 
siderable interest  to  the  people  of  Nottingham  for  more  than  a  cen- 
!  tury.  This  river  rises  in  north  Staffordshire  and  flows  northeast  via 
the  city  of  Nottingham  to  Newark ;  thence  north  via  Grainsborough  to 
the  point  where  it  empties  into  the  River  Humber  a  short  distance 
from  tiie  city  of  Hull.  From  Nottingham  to  the  point  where  the 
Trent  empties  into  the  Himiber  is  about  80  miles.  For  boats  of  100 
to  120  tons  burden  the  river  is  navigable  from  Newark  to  the  Hum- 
ber, a  distance  of  60  miles,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

It  is  now  proposed  by  the  city  of  Nottingham  to  deepen  the  river 
and  construct  a  number  of  locks  in  the  20-mile  stretch  between  Not- 
tingham and  Newark,  so  as  to  render  this  portion  of  the  river  like- 
wise navigable  at  all  times.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is 
£150,000  (approximately  $750,000 y.  Several  meetings  have  recently 
been  held  between  the  directors  of  the  Trent  Navigation  Ck).  and  the 
Municipal  Council  of  Nottingham,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  pro- 
posed work  of  deepening  the  river  between  Nottingham  and  Newark 
will  be  carried  to  completion,  although  its  initiation  may  be  some- 
what delayed  by  the  European  war. 

Aoti  of  TarUasMiit  Affectlmc  Compmny. 

The  original  act  of  Parliament  constituting  the  Trent  Navigation 
Co.  was  passed  in  1783.  The  Trent  had  been  a  navigable  river  prob- 
ably from  time  immemorial,  but  up  to  the  year  named  there  had 
been  no  facilities  for  hauling  and  the  navigation  was  carried  on  under 
very  great  difficulties.  The  act  of  1783  authorized  the  company  to 
"cleanse,  scour,  deepen,  and  improve  the  channel  so  that  the  same 
should  always  be  of  the  depth  of  27  inches  perpendicularly  in  water." 

The  next  act  obtained  by  the  Trent  Co.  was  passed  in  1794,  by 
which  powers  were  given  to  construct  cuts  at  specified  points,  and 
also  to  construct  a  canal  from  the  Nottingham  Canal  (which  had 
been  built  under  an  act  of  1792)  to  the  River  Trent  at  JBeeston,  so 
that  boats  might  proceed  direct  from  Nottingham  to  the  Trent  with- 
out having  to  go  along  the  more  tortuous  and  difficult  course  of  the 
river  lying  between  the  mouth  of  the  Nottingham  Canal  and  Bees- 
ton.  Various  other  acts  of  Parliament  were  passed  at  different  times 
until  the  year  1887,  when  the  act  was  passed  under  which  the  com- 
pany as  now  constituted  was  incorporated  and  the  dredging  powers 
were  extended  so  as  to  provide  for  a  depth  of  water  sufficient  for 
boats  drawing  6  feet  to  navigate  at  any  period  of  the  year, 
f  owers  Sought  for  EztenslTe  Additional  Works. 

The  experience  gained  from  the  work  carried  out  under  the  various 
statutes  referred  to  proved  conclusively  that  while  with  \o6ks,  weirs, 
and  side  cuts  a  satisfactory  navigation  could  be  obtained,  the  physi- 
cal conditions  of  the  river  rendered  this  result  unattainable  without 
such  aids.  For  this  reason,  and  with  a  view  to  making  the  river  satis- 
factory throughout  its  entire  navigable  length,  in  1906  the  company 
again  went  to  Parliament  for  powers  to  construct  extensive  additional 
works.  These  included:  (1)  A  new  lock,  weir,  and  side  cut  at  Crom- 
well below  Newark;  (2)  a  similar  work  at  Hazelford  between  New- 
ark and  Nottingham;   (3)  a  similar  work  at  Gimthorpe  between 
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Newark  and  Nottingham;  (4)  a  similar  work  at  Stoke-Bar^olpK' 
between  Newark  and  Nottingham;  (5)  a  new  lock,  in  substitution  for 
the  existing  Nether  Lock  at  Newark,  on  the  length  of  navigation 
leased  by  tne  company  from  the  Newark  navigation  commissioners, 
the  existing  lock  being  difficult  of  access  and  the  upper  sUl  requiring 
lowering  to  give  the  fuU  depth  of  water  desired  throughout  the 
river;  (6)  a  new  lock,  in  substitution  for  the  existing  lock,  at  Holmo 
Pierrepont,  the  existing  lock  being  difficult  of  access,  shallow,  and 
needing  reconstruction. 

The  only  work  authorized  under  the  act  of  1906  that  has  been 
carried  out  is  the  Cromwell  Lock  and  Weir,  which  was  commenced 
in  1909  and  completed  in  1911.    That  work  has  had  the  result  antici- 

Sated  and  the  river  is  now  in  a  satisfactory  navigable  condition  up  to 
ewark,  boats  loaded  to  100  tons  regularly  passing  over  it.  In  con- 
structing these  locks  and  weirs  and  deepening  the  channel  of  the 
river  considerable  quantities  of  steel  piling  and  several  concrete 
mixers  and  grab  dredges  will  be  used.  [The  name  of  the  official  who 
was  intrusted  with  the  work  of  securing  prices  on  the  various  ma- 
terials to  be  used  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

Lack  of  CapiUL  ^ 

The  company  has  for  many  years  been  faced  with  great  difficulties 
in  regard  to  raising  capital.  Originally  the  full  dividend  which  the 
company  had  power  to  pay  was  distributed ;  but  when  the  competi- 
tion of  the  railways  became  fully  developed  the  traffic  and  revenue 
of  the  company  fell  away,  and,  owing  to  the  unreliable  state  of  the 
river  (which,  in  time  of  drought,  caused  great  expense  and  delay  in 
the  handling  of  traffic),  the  company  was  not  in  position  to  face 
that  competition  by  a  service  that  would  enable  it  successfully  to 
compete.  During  the  last  20  years  many  improvements  have  been 
made  in  the  plant,  depots,  and  other  accommodations  provided  by 
the  company,  but  the  main  difficulty  has  been  the  provision  of  n 
sufficiently  large  amount  of  capital  to  carry  out  the  extensive  works 
that  are  necessary  to  make  the  navigation  satisfactory  and  profitable. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  construction  of  the  Cromwell  Lock  would 
so  improve  the  financial  position  of  the  company  that  the  matter  of 
raising  additional  fimds  would  be  facilitated.  The  construction  of 
that  lock  has  caused  a  large  increase  in  the  traffic  and  also  an  appre- 
ciable increase  in  the  profits  of  the  company,  but  these  profits  are  off- 
set by  the  hea\'y  costs  incurred  in  handling  the  traffic  when  it  reaches 
the  unsatisfactory  portion  of  the  river  which  it  is  proposed  shall  be 
dealt  with  in  the  work  now  contemplated. 

Sevelopinent  Conunltsionen  Contribute  Funds. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  company^  in  raising 
the  necessary  funds  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  deepening  the  river, 
a  proposition  was  made  to  the  city  of  Nottingham  by  which  the 
Trent  Navigation  Co.  would  transfer  to  the  city  all  its  rights,  powers, 
etc.,  over  that  portion  of  the  river  from  Averiiam  Lock,  above  New- 
ark, to  Trent  Lock,  Nottingham,  upon  condition  that  the  city  would 
supply  the  necessary  funds  for  making  the  improvements. 

Under  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  the  Board  of  Development  Com- 
missicmers  is  authorized  to  make  substantial  advances  in  assisting 
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works  of  pwblic  utility,  including  works  for  the  improvement  of  in- 
land waterways,  etc.  With  the  view  of  securing  in  this  way  a  por- 
tion of  the  funds  necessary,  the  town  clerk,  under  date  of  August  15, 
1914,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  development  commissioners, 
to  wnich  a  reply  was  received  dated  August  24,  agreeing  to  advance 
£50,000  ($250,000)  upon  condition  that  an  act  of  Parliament  be 
obtained  authorizing  the  necessary  transfer  from  the  Trent  Naviga- 
tion Co.  to  the  city  of  Nottingham,  and  upon  the  further  condition 
that  the  city  supply  the  remainder  of  the  funds  necessary. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  city  council  held  on  August  26,  a 
resolution  was  passed  accepting  the  $250,000  offer  of  the  develop- 
ment commissioners  and  authorizing  the  payment  of  the  additional 
$600,000  "  out  of  the  accumulated  profits  of  the  trading  undertak- 
ings, or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  finance  committee  may  deter- 
mme." 

Sailway  Competition. 

In  1890  the  traffic  on  the  Trent  Eiver  amounted  to  33,274  tons, 
which  was  carried  at  a  loss  of  $2,640  to  the  company.  In  1900  the 
freight  shipments  had  increased  to  52,137  tons,  which  was  handled 
at  a  profit  of  $5,100;  and  in  1912,  after  the  completion  of  the  Crom- 
well Locks,  the  traffic  had  increased  to  73,751  tons,  which  yielded 
a  net  profit  of  $18,050.  This  increase  in  traffic  has  necessitated 
heavy  outlays  in  additional  warehouses.  A  large  warehouse  at  a 
cost  of  over  $100,000  is  being  built  at  Nottingham.  An  additional 
warehouse  has  been  built  at  Leicester  and  a  conunencement  has  been 
made  for  an  additional  depot  at  Newark. 

The  company  owns  a  neet  of  boats,  some  of  which  are  decked 
boats  capable  of  passing  along  the  Humber  and  up  the  Trent  to 
Nottingham  and  beyond,  and  others  are  undecked  boats  which  are 
mainly  employed  in  transshipping  from  the  HuU  boats  to  enable 
them  to  proceed  up  shallower  parts  of  the  stream.  The  motive 
power  is  mainly  the  steam  tug.  It  is  usual  for  the  boats  to  be 
towed  several  at  a  time  by  these  tugs  between  the  Humber  ports 
and  Nottingham. 

Goods  Carried — Irregular  Service  Affects  Profits. 

The  goods  carried  by  the  company  comprise  mainly  com,  sugar, 
oil  cake,  shooks,  groceries,  machinery,  pitch,  sulphate,  coal,  road  and 
other  st»ne,  and  plaster  of  Paris,  glassware,  copper,  cement,  drugs, 
flour,  drapery,  manures,  iron,  tanning  materials,  leather,  toys,  and 
timber,  and  the  traffic  is  largely  that  passing  between  the  Humber 
ports  of  Hull,  Goole,  and  Grimsby  and  the  towns  of  Newark,  Not- 
tingham, Derby,  Leicester,  and  beyond. 

It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  in  seasons  when  the  rainfall 

Eermits  a  regular  service  the  traffic  increases  and  the  rates  obtainable 
y  competition  yield  a  reasonable  profit,  but  in  seasons  when,  owing 
to  lack  of  water,  the  traffic  is  interrupted  and  delayed  business  falls 
off  and  the  working  expenses  increase  to  such  an  extent  that  there  is 
little  or  no  profit.  If  the  navigation  were  made  efficient  for  all  sea- 
sons the  traffic  would  unquestionably  grow  to  far  larger  proportions 
than  at  present.  The  dispatching  of  cargoes  would  be  improved  and 
rates  would  be  reduced,  because  with  an  efficient  service  the  Trent 
boats  would  be  patronized  by  many  traders  who  are  now  prevented 
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from  so  doing  by  reason  of  the  difficulties  and  cost  of  navigating  thft 
river. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  since  the  channel  has 
been  partially  improved  and  since  adequate  warehouse  facilities  have 
been  provided  a  very  considerable  number  of  privately  owned  boats 
have  been  built,  with  undoubted  benefit  to  the  general  public. 

Use  of  VeBwls. 

The  largest  vessels  using  the  river  are  built  to  the  maximum  di- 
mensions which  the  old  locks  will  pass,  i.  e.,  84  feet  long,  14  feet  6 
inches  wide,  and  they  draw  when  fully  loaded  5  feet  to  6  feet  6 
inches,  but  when  the  river  is  low  they  can  be  loaded  to  only  a  small 
proportion  of  their  capacity.  In  the  case  of  the  new  locks,  both 
at  Cromwell  and  those  proposed  between  Newark  and  Nottingham, 
the  dimensions  are  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  four  of  the 
present  largest  boats  at  one  time,  or  a  steam  tug  and  three  boats, 
which  represents  a  normal  train,  and  there  womd  be  a  minimum 
depth  of  6  feet  of  water  on  the  sills. 

If  the  proposed  works  are  completed,  traffic  could  be  loaded  in 
Hull  onto  the  100-ton  boats  that  now  regularly  navigate  between 
that  port  and  Newark ;  and  instead  of  cargoes  having  to  be  taken 
out  at  Newark  and  put  into  these  small,  specially-designed  craft  the 
large  boat  would  go  forward  to  Nottingham,  thus  appreciably  re- 
ducing the  cost  of  handling,  time  in  transit,  and  the  risk  of  damage 
caused  by  transshipment. 

The  improvements  contemplated  apply  more  particularly  to  Not- 
tingham than  to  any  other  point  on  the  river,  oecause  that  city  is 
mtuated  above  the  length  of  river  that  is  the  cause  of  so  much 
trouble,  and  is,  consequently,  in  great  measure  cut  off  from  regular 
water  communication  with  the  sea.  Nottingham,  being  a  very  im- 
portant railway  center  and  having  tributary  canals  communicating 
with  it,  is  particularly  well  situated  for  becoming  a  great  center 
of  distribution. 

Ovenide  Trafflc  of  Bumber  Ports. 

Hull,  the  most  important  of  the  Humber  ports,  differs  from  other 
large  ports  in  one  or  two  vital  particulars.  In  the  first  place,  its 
geographical  position  is  at  the  precise  part  of  the  Humber  where  it 
IS  available  for  the  largest  over-sea  steamers,  while  river  craft  can 
approach  it  with  safety.  The  consequence  is  that  Hull  is  what  is 
mown  as  an  "overside"  port.  This  means  that  the  raw  material 
brought  by  over-sea  traders  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  is  discharged 
overside  into  the  river  craft  and  taken  direct  from  the  ocean-gomg 
steamers  to  its  place  of  manufacture.  Conversely  the  manufactured 
articles  are  brought  in  the  river  craft  and  transshipped  into  ocean 
steamers.    In  either  case  the  goods  are  handled  only  once. 

It  is  this  overside  traffic  that  makes  Hull  a  chief  port  and  enables 
the  network  of  waterways  connected  with  the  Humber  to  carry  on 
their  traffic  in  wholesome  competition  with  railway  rates.  During 
recent  years  the  over-sea  traffic  of  the  Humber  ports  has  enormously 
increased,  and  there  is  hardly  any  important  port  in  the  world  which 
has  not  direct  communication  with  the  Humber.  Regular  direct 
steamship  communication  is  maintained  between  Hull  and  Buenos 
Aires,  Melbourne,  Antwerp,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Montreal,  Valparaiso, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


266  COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 

Shanghai,  Habana,  Alexandria,  Marseille,  Hamburg,  Eotterdam, 
Hongkong,  Bombay,  Naples,  Yokahama,  Christiania,  Lisbon,  Petro- 
grad  (St.  Petersburg),  Stockholm,  Singapore,  Constantinople,  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  Portland,  and  San  Francisco. 

NottingrhaiB  in  Direct  Touch  with  World. 

It  is  claimed  by  those  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  subject  that 
when  the  navigation  of  the  Trent  has  been  improved  by  the  erection 
of  locks  between  Nottingham  and  Newark  there  will  be  a  regular, 
reliable  service  of  boats  between  Hull  and  Nottingham.  These  boats 
will  carry  100  to  120  tons  and  will  receive  direct  overside  from 
foreign  and  continental  steamers  goods  for  Nottingham  and  places 
beyond  (Leicester,  Burton,  Birmingham,  etc.).  There  will  also 
be  a  service  of  boats  arranged  especially  for  commercial  traffic, 
leaving  Nottingham  daily  and  reaching  Hull  on  the  following  day. 

The  result  of  these  improvements  will  be  to  reduce  the  time  m 
transit  and  to  cheapen  the  cost  of  freight  between  Nottingham  and 
foreign  countries.  At  present  all  merchandise  passing  between  the 
United  States  and  Nottingham  must  be  handled  by  the  railroads 
from  Liverpool,  a  distance  of  84  miles.  The  freight  rate  on  cotton 
and  lace  goods  from  Nottingham  to  Liverpool  is  $8.40  per  ton.  The 
rate  on  the  same  class  of  merchandise  from  Nottingham  to  Hull  by 
way  of  the  Trent  is  $6.32  per  ton,  a  difference  of  $2.08  per  ton  in 
favor  of  the  river  route.  Assuming  that  the  rate  from  Hull  and 
Liverpool  is  the  same  to  foreign  ports,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  a 
very  large  sum  could  be  saved  in  the  matter  oi  transportation 
charges  on  the  many  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  goods  that  are 
shipped  annually  to  and  from  the  city  of  Nottingham.  With  a 
really  satisfactory  waterway  from  Nottingham  to  the  Humber,  it 
means  that  Nottingham  is  placed  in  direct  communication  with  all 
parts  of  the  world  at  an  absolute  minimum  of  expense. 

Development  of  Heavy  Industries. 

Being  situated  in  the  very  center  of  England,  transportation  is,  to 
Nottingham,  a  most  important  matter,  and  its  lack  has  greatly  handi- 
capped the  city  in  the  development  of  heavy  industries  in  the  past. 
It  has  already  been  shown  in  actual  practice  that,  with  reasonable 
transportation  facilities,  Nottingham  can  enter  into  competition  with 
other  more  favorably  situated  places  for  the  heavier  trade. 

[Consul  Hitch's  report  was  accompanied  by  three  photographs  of 
the  Trent  River  at  Nottingham  and  by  a  map  "  showing  the  Trent 
navigation  and  other  waterways."  These  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

Building  Operations  in  TTnited  States. 

The  official  building  permits  issued  by  leading  American  cities 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  as  compiled  by  the  American  Con- 
tractor, totaled  $318,179,519,  a  decrease  of  $32,684,347,  or  only  9  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1914,  With  the  wiildmg 
projects  in  sight  and  the  optimistic  tendency  that  views  enlarged 
activities  in  the  near  future,  it  is  not  outside  the  realm  of  probability 
that  the  deficit  in  the  half-yearly  showing  may  be  more  than  made  up 
during  the  balance  of  this  year. 
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JAPAVBSE  TOTS. 

[Extract  from  Japui  Mall  of  May  31,  ^y  Oonaal  Oeneral  G«orire  H.  Bddmore,  Tokohama; 
sapplemoitlns  dispatch  In  Comukkce  REPoao-s  for  Uar.  1,  1915.] 

Japan's  trade  in  toys,  which  once  showed  a  steadily  increasing 
tendency,  owing  to  the  recession  of  Austrian  and  German  merchants 
from  the  trade  arena,  is  repoi-ted  to  have  shown  quite  a  contrary 
tendency  lately. 

Immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  war  American  and  Japanese 
toy  makers  were  suddenly  called  upon  to  supply  all  that  had  been 
sent  by  either  Austrian  or  German  manufacturers.  The  Japanese 
manutacturers  particularly  were  looked  to  by  the  dealers  in  the 
Philippines,  the  Dutch  Indies,  and  India  for  the  supply  of  colored- 
paper  toys,  small  flags,  and  wooden  models.  Thus  trade  showed  a 
great  expansion  and  inspired  hope  in  the  Japanese  manufacturers, 
who  then  sent  their  representatives  to  those  southern  markets  and 
investigated  the  possibility  of  the  line.  Some  of  them  had  already 
carried  out  a  great  increase  in  their  operations.  Before,  however, 
the  extension  had  been  fully  effected  the  sudden  contraction  of  trade 
came. 

This  temporary  rise  of  the  trade  owes  much  to  the  recession  of 
G«inan  or  Austrian  merchants  and  nothing  to  the  inherent  quality 
of  the  Japanese  goods.  Therefore  to  maintain  the  trade  once 
acquired  no  mean  d^ree  of  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  newly  acquired  markets.  The  Japanese  must  study  the 
tastes  of  the  people  to  whom  they  send  their  goods  and  cater  to 
their  fancy.  It  must  be  very  much  regretted  that  no  attention  has 
ever  been  paid  to  these  points  by  Japanese  manufacturers.  They 
have  fancied  that  these  people  must  take  their  goods  willy -niUy,  since 
they  cto  not  have  the  goo<&  they  used  to  receive  from  Germany  and 
Austria. 

Japanese  toys  appear  very  nice,  but  are  not  durable;  and  the 
coloring  is  also  poor  and  not  durable,  particularly  when  the  goods 
are  sent  to  southern  climes.  Cheap  goods,  very  inferior  in  every 
respect  to  European  goods,  are  being  forced  upon  the  consumers  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of  goods  in  the  market,  no  attention 
being  paid  to  the  special  requirements  of  the  children  in  those 
climat^  

BSmSH  BOOT  Aim  SHOE  TRADE. 

(Commercial  Agent  A.  H.  Baldwin,  London,  July  2,] 

The  following  item  from  the  British  Boot  and  Shoe  Trades  Jour- 
nal of  July  2,  1915,  is  of  interest,  being  a  part  of  the  editorial  on 
the  general  conditions  in  the  boot  and  shoe  trades  in  the  United 
Kingdom: 

All  the  accumnlatlons  of  overproduction  (of  shoes)  have  been  wiped  out, 
and  It  la  n  fact  that  there  is  a  shoe  sbortaKe.  We  do  not  want  to  parade  this 
fact  because  of  its  dangers,  and  one  of  those  danRers  is  another  invasion  from 
America,  wbere  trade  Is  bad  and  the  means  of  production  greater  than  the 
Internal  needs.  This  is  no  bogey;  it  is  a  truth  which  is  all  too  visible.  We 
have  not  only  to  speed  np  our  output  for  war,  but  for  civil  purposes,  to  keep 
pace  with  borne  requirements. 
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CSOP  PSOSPECIS  IN  DEmHABK. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  Wlnslow,  Copenhagen,  June  24.] 

The  hay  crop  of  Denmark  will  be  a  partial  failure  due  to  the  ab- 
normally dry  spring.  The  statistical  figures  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment deal  with  percentages  only  at  present  and  not  with  quantities. 
This  exists  for  the  crop  estimates  on  all  farm  produce. 

AVinter-sown  grain  promises  a  normal  harvest,  while  all  spring- 
sown  grain  and  roots  are  looking  poorly  and  are  suffering  from 
drought  and  will  only  yield  about  70  per  cent  of  an  average  crop. 

The  crops  for  1914  were  disappointing  and  were  about  one-ninth 
under  the  average.  The  following  table  shows  the  crop  of  1914 
compared  with  the  average  crop  of  the  five  previous  years  (1909- 
1913) : 


Article. 


Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Ulxed  grain 
Buckwheat. . 
Peas,  etc. . . . 

Potatoes 

Carrots , 

Bed  beet.... 


1914 


ButheU. 

5,786,152 

10,905,447 

20.777,945 

38,652,888 

16,419,175 

107,834 

209,992 

37,333,338 

11,532,5«« 

206,573,455 


Average 
1909-13 


Biuheh. 

.•i.442,787 
17,nn,l39 

22,  SI,;  s27 
4:  ■■■•: 
1,-,..-  . 
n  ; 

3(1: 

33.  nil 
ll.i'is, 


183,050,376 


Artida. 


Eohl-rabl 

Turnips,  etc 

Sugar  beets 

Chicory 

Hay 

Straw  (from  the  dU- 
ferent  grain  crops) . 


1«U 


Btuiflt. 

183,187,619 
119,783,944 

ToTU. 
967,280 
22,935 
1,620,000 

2,750,000 


Average    .| 


1909-13 


I 


ButheU. 

199,791,246 

135,138,966 

Tom. 
788,515 
20,594 
1,802,000 

1,519,000 


The  yield  per  hectare  (2.47  acres)  in  1914  compared  with  the 
average  yield  per  hectare  during  the  five  years  from  1909-1913  was 
as  follows: 


1914 

Average 
1909-1913 

hectare). 

1914 

Average 
1900-1913 

heo^). 

Wheat 

BlutuU. 

107 

56 

83 

81 

91 

<10 

1,442 

2,466 

1,785 

jStMkfb. 

110 

69 

92 

93 

104 

556 

1,3S2 

2,324 

2,049 

Turnips,  etc 

BmieU. 
1,774 

Poundt. 

68,784 
50,488 

Tort. 
3.5 
2.3 

ButUb. 
1,978 

Kye 

Sugar  beets..........  .. 

•Barley 

Oats 

65,918 
48,077 

Mixed  grains 

Chicory 

Hay 

Red  beets. 

3  9 

Kohl-rabl 

Straw 

Complaints  are  plentiful  concerning  the  poor  outlook  for  Den- 
mark's crops  for  1915.  The  appearance  of  the  barley  and  oat  stand 
is  decidedly  disappointing.  Boot  crops  are  looking  poorly  and  it  is 
thought  rain  can  not  improve  prospects  more  than  5  per  cent,  as  the 
damage  is  done.  At  many  places  premature  slaughtering  of  the 
cattle  is  going  on,  as  a  great  shortage  of  cattle  feed  is  expected. 


The  International  Apple  Shippers'  Association  will  hold  its  twenty- 
first  annual  convention  and  apple  exhibit  in  Chicago  August  4,  5, 
and  6. 
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niFOBTXD  FOODS  COST  KOBE  DT  JAPAN. 

lEstract  from  Japan  AdvertiMr  of  June  9,  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Sddmore, 

Yokohama.  ] 

The  demand  for  imported  provisions  is  slow,  owing  to  the  general 
business  depression  and  to  high  prices  in  the  original  markets — not 
that  all  imported  provisions  have  risen  in  price  in  the  original 
markets,  but  increases  in  freight  and  insurance  have  caused  the 
prices  here  to  be  higher.  Generally  speaking,  a  rise  of  10  to  15  per 
cent  is  noticeable  when  compared  with  prices  prior  to  the  war. 

American  table  sugar  has  risen  by  about  30  per  cent,  due  to  a  rise 
in  the  material.  Imported  biscuits  and  other  cakes  have  risen  by 
over  10  per  cent  Imported  black  tea  has  also  risen  by  about  10  per 
cent,  owing  to  the  increase  in  wages.  Imported  butter  has  risen  by 
20  per  cent  in  the  home  market,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  stock,  and 
is  still  on  the  upgrade.  The  fact  that  export  of  butt^  has  been  pro- 
hibited by  the  belligerent  powers  in  Europe  has  resulted  in  this 
shortage  of  stock.  The  same  tendency  prevails  in  almost  all  the  other 
imported  provisions. 

In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  home  manufacture  of 
butter  and  foreign  cakes  has  recently  made  great  progress,  and  their 

aoality  is  not  inferior  to  the  imported  provisions.  Therefore  the 
emand  for  homemade  provisions  has  increased,  and  this  has  min- 
imized the  demand  for  imported  ones.  But  imported  provisions  are 
still  in  demand  by  the  upper  classes  and  in  first-class  hotels  where 
social  dinners  are  frequently  given. 


DANOEBOirS  BOCES  DISCOVEBEO  BT  WIBE  DBAO. 

Under  date  of  July  12j  Jean  H.  Hawley,  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  in  charge  of  a  wire-drag  party  on  the  coast  of  Massachusetts, 
west  side  of  Cape  Cod  Bay,  reports  the  discovery  of  a  large  bowlder, 
with  a  depth  of  15  feet  at  mean  low  water,  in  latitude  42°  09'  27.5" 
north,  longitude  70°  40'  43.6"  west.  Bearing  49°  true  (NE.  by  E.  f 
E.  mag.)  m>m  this  rock  at  a  distance  of  550  yards  a  rock  at  a  depth 
of  22  feet  at  mean  low  water  was  found. 

The  15-foot  bowlder  lies  1  mile  from  shore  and  8  miles  southward 
of  the  entrance  of  Scituate  Harbor.  It  lies  between  soundings  of  4^ 
and  4|  fathoms  on  the  chart,  which  are  the  least  depths  indicated  in 
the  vicinity. 

Numerous  other  rocks  have  been  fovmd  with  less  depths  than 
diarted.  The  most  dangerous  one  has  a  depth  of  4^  fathoms,  and 
lies  3i  miles  from  shore  and  5J  miles  southeastward  from  Scituate 
Harbor,  in  latitude  42°  09'  north,  longitude  70°  36'  32"  west.  The 
least  depth  shown  on  the  chart  in  its  vicinity  is  8  fathoms. 

These  dangers  lie  near  the  track  of  vessels  from  Boston  to  the 
Cape  Cod  Canal. 

Owing  to  the  participation  of  Italy  (Egypt's  biggest  supplier  of 
paper)  m  the  war,  the  Egyptian  newspapers  are  suffering  from  a 
serious  shortage  of  paper  and  have  been  reduced  in  size. 
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7APAITESE  COTTON  CLOTH  UST  CEDTA. 

{Extract  from  Japan  Chronicle  of  June  5,  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Sddmore, 

Yokohama.] 

The  glut  of  goods  and  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  cotton  yarn 
have  combined  to  aggravate  the  depression  in  the  piece-goods  trade. 
It  is  difficult  to  predict  what  developments  the  market  will  witness. 
The  markets  in  China  for  Japanese  cotton  cloth  have  changed  their 
order  of  importance.  The  foremost  market  was  formerly  Manchuria, 
but  it  has  now  been  superseded  by  Tientsin  (the  port  for  Peking 
and  Mongolia) .  In  1913  Manchuria  imported  Japanese  cotton  cloths 
to  the  quantity  of  198,510  bales,  which  decreased  to  about  100,000 
bales  in  1914,  while  Tientsin  markets  absorbed  111,681  bales  in  1914, 
showing  an  excess  of  about  10  per  cent  over  Manchuria. 

This  phenomenon  may  be  partly  due  to  the  improved  means  of 
communication  and  the  development  of  the  Japanese  cotton  trade, 
but  is  also  due  to  the  fact,  opmes  the  Asahi  (Osaka),  that  on  the 
Tientsin  market  the  Toyo  Spinning  Co.  has  been  competing  with  the 
Kanegafuchi  Spinning  Co.  In  1914  the  Kanegafuchi  "Kyuryu" 
brand  was  imported  mto  the  Tientsin  market  to  the  quantity  of 
16,093  bales  as  against  14,925  bales  of  the  "  Marutori "  brand  of  the 
Toyo  Spinning  Co.  But  this  year  the  numerical  order  has  been  re- 
versed ;  from  January  to  April  imports  of  the  "  Kyuryu  "  amounted 
to  6,338  bales,  while  8,250  bales  of  the  "  Marutori "  were  imported. 
From  this  fact  the  Asahi  assumes  that  the  Toyo  Spinning  Co.  is 
determined  to  oust  the  Kanegafuchi  Co.  It  is  interesting  to  wait 
and  see,  continues  the  Osaka  paper,  what  measures  the  Kanegafuchi 
Spinning  Co.  will  take  in  defense.  In  any  case  it  is  inconceivable 
that  the  Kanegafuchi  Co.  should  remain  inert  and  allow  its  sphere 
of  influence  to  be  encroached  upon  by  the  other  company,  and  the 
inevitable  result  will  be  violent  competition  on  the  Tientsin  market. 
Apparently  the  center  in  China  for  influencing  the  domestic  market 
has  shifted  to  Tientsin  from  Manchuria. 


CHILEAN  COAL  FOB  FEBTT. 

[Clipping  from  West  Coast  Leader  for  June  10,  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attache 
A.  I.  Uarrington,  Lima,  Peru.] 

In  a  communication  from  the  Peruvian  consul  general  in  Val- 
paraiso to  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Lima  the  possibility  of 
importing  Chilean  coal  into  Peru  to  replace  the  Australian  and 
iWelsh  coal  that  heretofore  has  formed  the  principal  supply  is  taken 
up  in  some  detail.  The  consul  general  states  that  the  Chilean  article 
is  equal  in  calorific  qualities  to  the  coal  now  in  use  and  that  the  supply 
is  practically  inexhaustible,  it  being  possible  to  augn^ient  the  present 
production  of  1,000,000  tons  a  year  whenever  there  is  a  demand. 

The  communication  gives  the  quotations  on  Chilean  coal  on  April 
8,  f.  o.  b.  Lota  or  Coronel  at  22  to  24  shillings  [$5.35  to  $5.85]  the 
ton.  Freight  rates  to  Mollendo  and  points  north  are  quoted  at  15  to 
16  shillings  [$3.65  to  $3.90].  This  would  give  a  minimum  of  37  [$9] 
and  maximum  of  40  shillings  [$9.75].  delivered  at  Peruvian  ports,  but 
the  consul  general  states  that  contract  prices  could  be  arranged  at  a 
much  lower  figure.  At  that  time  Welsh  and  Australian  coal  was 
quoted  at  39  to  40  shillings  [$9.50  to  $9.75]  in  Peru,  but  the  price 
has  since  risen  rapidly. 
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FOBEIOH  TKASE  OFPOBTTTNITXES. 

Ewtnud  mMttmea  msT  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreav  «nd  Its  brancli  offlcea.  Regueit 
tor  MiCb  opportunity  sbould  be  on  >  Beparate  aheet  and  the  file  nnanber  giren. 

Plate  fflats  and  glassware.  No.  17531. — An  American  oonsniar  officer  In  the  East 
Indies  writes  that  tbere  is  a  donand  In  that  market  for  light  plate  and 
ordinary  ■nrindow  gi&K;  also  lamp  chimneys.  The  consular  officer  desires 
to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  relative  to  these 
commodities.   Qnotatloos  should  be  made  for  delivery  at  destination. 

BteeH  furniture,  No.  17532. — An  exporting  company  in  India  informs  nn  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  steel  furniture  and  office  equipment.  Illustrated  cata- 
logues, price  lists,  etc.,  should  be  supplied.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  1.  t  destination.  The  firm  will  supply  references.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  Engllsb. 

Incinerator,  No.  17533. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Colombia  writes  that 
an  inqnlry  has  been  made  for  small  garbage  incinerators  to  be  used  in 
dwelling  houses. 

Household  tpedaltiet.  No.  17684.— An  American  consular  officer  in  England 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  has  requested  the  names  and  addresses 
of  American  manufacturers  of  household  specialties,  such  as  labor-saving 
devices. 

Apples,  No.  17535.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Kngland  reports  that  a 
firm  in  bis  district  is  considering  the  direct  importation  of  American 
apples. 

Marine  insurance,  No.  17636. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  an  insurance  firm  in  Argentina  stating  that  it 
desires  to  represent  American  marine  Insurance  companies. 

fire  insurance.  No.  17637. — A  diplomatic  officer  in  China  has  transmitted  a  re- 
port relative  to  an  opening  for  a  fire  insurance  company  in  that  country. 
A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

ya«e«,  No.  17538. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  in  receipt 
of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  England  stating  that  he  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  of  glass  vases  which  are  used  by 
soda-water  syphon  malcers.  He  states  that  he  desires  the  glass  parts  only, 
siaes  az  and  40  ounces.  Orders  run  from  1,000  to  26,000,  In  crates  of  100 
eacit.  He  states  that  he  has  been  paying  about  $1.16  per  dozen.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  L  f.  destination. 

Woolen  thread.  No.  17539. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that 
a  company  in  his  district  desires  to  import  carded  and  combed  white  and 
colored  woolen  thread  on  spools,  bobbins,  and  reels.  A  mixture  of  50  per 
cent  cotton  and  60  per  cent  wool  is  desired,  light  and  dark,  of  various 
colors.  The  sizes  desired  are  2/72,  2/56,  2/48,  and  2/40.  Correspondence 
is  desired  In  Portuguese,  but  may  be  in  French  or  Spanish.  Quotations 
should  be  made  c  1.  f.  destination.  Samples  should  be  supplied  at  once. 
Bcferences  are  given. 

fUUcylous  of  toda.  No.  17540. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  writes 
ttiat  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  firms 
which  can  supply  salicylous  of  soda.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f. 
British  ports,  if  possible. 

Shoes,  No.  17541. — A  firm  in  France  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
It  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  high-grade  shoes  for 
men  and  women.  The  agency  is  to  cover  France,  Algeria,  Tunis.  Morocco, 
Switzerland,  and  Belgium.  It  is  stated  tliat  a  credit  account  will  be 
opened  and  all  necessary  guaranties  given.  Samples  arc  desired.  Ucfer- 
enc^  are  given. 
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PBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBHMENT  SUPPLIES  LSH  CONSTBITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  spedOcations  can  nsoaUy 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  flrms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailine  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  work,  No.  2499. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  the  construction  of  a  light 
station  and  5  lighted  beacons  for  the  Atchafalaya  Entrance  Channel,  La. 
Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  abort 
office. 

Cylinder  gates.  No.  2500. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  July  19,  1915, 
for  furnishing  two  cast-iron  cylinder  gates  12  feet  in  diameter  for  service 
under  100  feet  head  for  Keechelus  Reservoir,  Taklma  Project,  Washington, 
and  a  duplicate  set  for  Sherburne  Reservoir,  Milk  River  Project,  Montana. 
For  particulars  address  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Buoy  supplies.  No.  2501. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompkinsvlile,  N.  T.,  until  July  29,  1915,  for  furnish- 
ing buoy  supplies  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1916,  consisting  of  bell 
buoys,  mooring  buoys,  can  and  nun  buoys,  can  and  nun  tall-type  buoys,  iron 
spar  buoys,  ballast  balls,  iron  sinkers,  and  bottom  castings  for  buoys. 
Blank  proposals,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2502. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  July  23,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges  on  dock, 
at  either  Colon  or  Cristobal  (Atlantic  ports)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  or  furnishing  and  erecting 
on  foundation  at  Balboa  structural  steel  and  accessory  parts  for  the  decking 
of  the  reloader  wharf  at  Balboa.     (Circular  948.) 

Submarine  calle.  No.  2503. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofllce  of  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  approximately  6,900 
feet  of  submarine  electric  cable.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  b« 
obtained  on  application  to  the  al>ove  office. 

Coal,  No.  2504. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  light- 
house inspector,  Tompkinsvlile,  N.  Y.,  until  July  28,  1915,  for  furnishing 
bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1916. 
Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  above 
office. 

Dumi-waiter,  No.  2505. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  16,  1915,  for  the  Installation  of  an  electric  push-button  dumb-waiter 
in  the  extension  of  the  United  States  post  office  and  courthouse,  Detroit, 
Mich.,  in  accordance  with  the  drawing  and  specification,  copies  of  which 
may  be  had  at  the  Washington  office. 

Construction  work,  No.  2506. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  24, 1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical  equip- 
ment and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of 
the  site  at  Grand  Junction,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Moorings  and  buoys.  No.  2507.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompkinsvlile,  N.  Y.,  until  August  4,  1915,  for 
furnishing  moorings  for  light  vessels  and  buoys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1916.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be  obtained  by  address- 
ing the  above  office. 

Construction  work,  No.  2508. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Departm^t,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  20, 1915,  lor  the  construction  complete  (including  mechanical  equip- 
ment and  approaches)  of  a  one-story  and  basement  stone-faced  building  of 
5,100  square  feet  ground  area,  fireproof  construction  (except  the  roof),  tin 
roof,  for  the  United  States  post  office  at  Ypsilantl,  Mich.  Drawings  and 
specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site,  or  at  the 
Washington  office. 
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POST  CABD  FOB  SEPOSTINO  ON  AIDS  TO  NAVIOATION. 

The  United  States  Lighthouse  Service  has  recently  devised  a  form 
of  printed  post  card  for  the  use  of  mariners  in  reporting  unsatisfac- 
tory condition  of  aids  to  navigation,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  bo 
useful  in  obtaining  prompt  information  as  to  defects  in  aids.  The 
card  is  printed  in  such  form  that  it  is  simply  necessary  to  insert  the 
name  of  the  vessel  reporting,  with  name  of  aid  to  navigation,  and 
date  and  time  when  observed,  together  with  any  desirable  additional 
remarks,  and  forward  to  the  lighthouse  inspector  concerned.  This 
arrangement  will  be  ^iven  a  trial  in  the  fifth  lighthouse  district,  with 
headquarters  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and,  if  found  satisfactory,  its  use 
will  be  extended  to  other  districts. 


ENGLISH  FLOITB  MIILINa  IN  SOTTTH  AHEBICA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  V,  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Chile,  Jane  21.] 

The  Diario  Oficial  of  June  16,  1915,  states  that  an  English  com- 
panv,  called  the  Santa  Rosa  Milling  Co.,  Limited,  has  been  organized 
with  a  capital  of  £500,000  ($2,433,250),  central  office  in  London,  to 
do  a  general  import  and  export  business  with  South  America.  The 
company  has  taken  over  the  property  and  goods  of  the  Compaiiia 
Molinera  Santa  Rosa,  Limited,  of  Peru,  and  the  Compaiiia  Molinera 
de  Concepci6n,  Limited,  of  Chile.  It  has  also  the  right  to  own  and 
develop  any  kind  of  property,  with  especial  reference  to  flour  mills. 


STTGAB  FSOBTTCTION  OF  CIENFTJEGOS  SISTBICT. 

[Consul  B.  M.  Bnrtlcman,  Clcnfucgos,  Cuba,  June  25.] 

The  returns  of  the  centrals  in  this  locality  indicate  a  sugar  produc- 
tion in  the  Cienfuegos  district  for  the  zafra  (crop)  of  1914-15 
amounting  to  2,678,280  bags  of  320  Spanish  pounds  (about  325  avoir- 
dupois pounds)  net  weight.  As  the  average  value  of  a  sack  of  sugar 
has  been  $11  United  States  gold,  this  would  make  the  total  value  of 
the  output  $29j461,146. 

[A.  short  article  on  the  new  units  of  weight  and  value  for  Cuban 
sugar  appeared  in  Cohhebce  Reports  for  May  3, 1915.] 

tgns*— IS  273 


Digitized  by 


Google 


274  COMMEBOB  BEPOBTS. 

BEVELOFIITQ  NATIONAL  COMMEBCIAL  DTTEEESTS. 

In  an  address  before  the  annual  convention  of  the  Southern  Whole- 
sale Grocers'  Association,  held  in  Atlanta  in  May,  W.  A.  Graham 
Clark,  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  laid  particular  stress  upon  the  part  played  by  food 
products  in  international  trade.  Taking  "  Developmg  national 
commercial  interests  "  as  his  subject,  Mr.  Clark  said,  in  part : 

The.  wholesale  grocery  is  the  commissary  department  of  the  nation,  and  It 
scarcely  needs  an  Inventory  to  show  that  every  country  In  the  world  Is  repre- 
sented on  Its  shelves  and  therefore  Interested  In  the  American  wholesale 
grocer.  In  your  well-filled  warehouses  there  is  coffee  from  Brazil,  also  prob- 
ably from  Colombia,  Venezuela,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Java,  and  Arabia ;  there 
is  sugar  from  Cuba,  Hawaii,  and  Porto  Eleo;  cocoa  from  Trinidad,  Santo 
Domiugo,  and  Ecuador;  butter  from  England,  Australia,  and  Denmark;  cheese 
frotn  Italy  and  Switzerland;  bananas  from  Jamaica,  Honduras,  and  Costa 
Bica;  grapes  and  almonds  from  Spain;  lemons  and  macaroni  and  olive  oil 
from  Italy ;  figs  and  dates  from  Turkey ;  walnuts  from  France ;  peanuts  from 
Japan;  currants  from  Greece;  and  so  on  through  the  list  of  articles  and  conn- 
tries.    ♦    •    • 

Tiie  export  trade  of  this  country  Is  also  of  great  Interest  to  wholesale  grocers, 
whether  you  export  yourself  or  not,  for  the  status  of  this  trade  Inevitably  has 
its  ^ect  on  home  prices.  We  do  a  large  export  trade  In  foodstuffs  of  various 
kinds,  not  only  in  flour,  canned  meats,  and  cottonseed  oil,  but  also  in  canned 
salmon,  in  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  in  prunes  and  apples  and  oranges.  In 
eggs,  and  in  many  other  goods  in  which  you  deal.  In  the  future  our  trade  in 
green'  and  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  etc.,  will  undoubtedly  greatly  expand, 
for  we  liave  many  such  things  that  the  world  requires.  Living  in  a  land  of 
plenty  and  variety  we  little  realize  the  luxury  of  our  diet  and  the  restricted  fare 
of  some  sections  of  other  countries  and  the  high  prices  they  are  willing  to  pay 
for  our  goods.  In  England  even  many  fruits  are  very  scarce  and  I  have  been 
charged  at  hotels  a  shilling  (25  cents)  apiece  for  peaches.  I  found  pineapples 
retailing  there  at  $1.25  each  and  watermelons  charged  for  at  20  cents  a  slice. 
Why  should  we  not  send  out  more  southern  peaches  and  apples  and  other  fruits. 
Why  should  we  not  make  an  attempt  to  acquaint  the  world  with  the  merits  of 
our  canned  com  and  canned  vegetables,  and  so  build  up  an  export  trade  from 
this  section?  Some  of  oar  products  are  already  considered  the  finest  in  the 
world.    •    •    • 

Wholesale  grocers  sometimes  seem  to  think  of  their  trade  as  one  that  is  iden- 
tified only  with  local  Interests,  but  I  do  not  know  of  any  class  of  men  who  are 
in  reality  more  identified  with  the  international  trade  of  the  world  and  who 
should  be  more  interested  in  foreign  countries.  You  draw  your  products  from 
every  country  and  a  wider  knowledge  of  sources  of  supply  might  frequently 
be  of  value  to  you,  also  a  knowledge  of  foreign  markets  might  often  show  you 
where  you  could  sell  abroad  at  a  profit  Thus  all  wholesale  grocers,  as  well  as 
manufacturers,  should  understand  the  opportunities  oi>en  to  them  at  this  time 
when  all  the  world  is  looking  to  America  for  tlic  products,  fresh  or  canned,  of 
our  fields  and  gardens  and  orchards. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Clark,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Atlanta  office  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  told  in  detail  of  the 
bureau's  activities  and  of  its  facilities  for  supplying  commercial  in- 
formation. In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that  if  the  bureau 
is  advised  of  the  meetings  of  the  various  commercial  associations  it 
will  endeavor,  so  far  as  its  force  permits,  to  assist  at  such  gatherings 
by  the  presence  of  its  representatives,  to  give  information  respecting 
the  work  of  the  bureau  in  promoting  commerce,  to  furnish  literature, 
and  to  take  subscriptions  for  Commerce  Reports. 


A  10,000,000-pound  shipment  of  California  alfalfa  is  about  to  b« 
sent  via  the  Panama  Canal  to  New  York. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEFOBTS.  275 

COMMERCIAL  OBASINO  OF  COBN. 

The  grades  for  commercial  com  which  were  promulgated  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  on  Janua^'y  3,  1914,  and  which  went  into 
effect  on  July  1,  1914,  have  been  generally  adopted  throughout  the 
com  belt  and  in  the  cities  in  that  part  of  the  United  States  and  at 
the  Gulf  ports,  but  are  not  in  use  in  the  cities  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard.  The  grades  include  the  classification  of  white,  yellow,  and 
mixed  com  into  six  grades  and  "  sample  "  and  have  been  recognized 
by  the  Grain  Dealers'  National  Association,  the  State  associations 
affiliated  with  this  organization,  the  State  grain-inspection  depart- 
ments of  Washington,  Minnesota,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Okla- 
homa, and  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Industries 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

In  order  that  the  producers,  dealers,  and  consumers  throughout  the 
United  States  may  more  fully  imderstand  the  correct  interpretation 
of  the  Government  com  grades,  somewhat  detailed  explanations  are 
given  in  the  new  bulletin  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, No.  168,  Grades  for  Commercial  Com.  The  classification 
■which  was  made  by  the  Secretary  and  became  effective  July  1,  1914, 
divided  commercial  com  into  six  classes  and  "  sample,"  tne  classi- 
fication being  based  on  the  moisture  content  of  the  com,  the  color, 
the  amoimt  of  damage,  foreign  material,  and  cracked  com.  It  also 
included  11  general  rules  for  making  this  classification.  Necessarily, 
even  with  the  definite  limits  for  the  more  important  factors,  points 
will  arise  on  which  the  best  experts  may  differ.  For  this  reason  the 
bulletin  gives  somewhat  in  detail  methods  of  securing  a  representa- 
tive sample  from  bulk  corn,  mixing  samples  for  detailed  analyses, 
the  size  of  samples,  sieves  for  screening,  moisture  tests,  determining 
the  amount  of  damage  of  com,  foreign  material,  and  cracked  com. 
It  also  includes  a  color  plate  which  represents  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  various  types  of  kernels  from  the  standpoint  of  color.  This  bul- 
letin may  be  had  free  upon  application  to  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts. 


BSITISH  COLUMBIA  TIMBEB  FB0D1TCTS. 

CConsal  Geaeral  R.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  Canada,  Jaly  6.] 

Official  scalers  report  the  total  lumber  production  of  British 
Columbia  for  May  as  48,943,283  feet  b.  m.  saw  logs,  167,381 
lineal  feet  of  poles  and  piles,  and  15,452  cords  of  railway 
ties,  shingle  bolts,  fence  posts,  and  cord  wood.  Approximately 
7,500,000  feet  of  the  logs  were  for  export,  principally  cedar,  for 
which  there  is  a  strong  demand  in  mills  of  the  United  Sthtes. 
There  is  little  activity  in  British  Columbia  lumber  mills,  due  largely 
to  lack  of  cargo-carrying  vessels.  The  Minister  of  Lands  for  Brit- 
ish Columbia  summarizes  the  timber  conditions  in  the  Province 
as  f oUows : 

An  annual  mill  capacity  of  two  nnd  a  half  billion  feet;  an  actuni  output  in 
these  hard  war  times,  valued  at  $29,000,000;  a  thousand  million  Rhingles  mar- 
keted in  the  year;  the  pulp  and  paper  Industry  producing  $3,000,000  annually; 
some  of  the  largest  saw  and  paper  mill  plants  in  the  world  Indicate  tlie 
Ksonrcee  and  productive  capacity  of  the  Province  in  the  timber  industry. 
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UmTED  STATES  KAY  BEIIEVE  GBSEK  LUICBEE  FAHDIE. 

(Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Greece,  June  8.] 

The  failure  of  Patras  lumber  imp<»ters  to  secure  their  expected 
supplies  from  Austria  against  'the  corping  current  season,  which 
opens  August  23,  threatens  to  precipitate  a  crisis  on  the  market  for 
box  shoo&  in  this  district.  Importers  began  some  months  ago  to 
investigate  the  American  lumber  market  in  view  of  such  a  contin- 
gency, out  they  do  not  appear  to  have  placed  many  orders  on  that 
market  up  to  the  end  of  May.  They  are  trying  at  the  eleventh  hour 
to  secure  supplies  from  the  United  States. 

Kind  of  Wood  Used  for  Shooks. 

The  wood  used  in  making  box  shooks  is  white  spruce,  which  is 
fairly  tough,  does  not  tend  to  split  when  made  into  light  shooks,  and 
is  of  light  specific  gravity.  Wood  for  this  purpose  should  not  have 
a  specific  gravity  of  more  than  about  1,000  pounds  per  cubic  meter 
(35.31  cubic  feet). 

Imports  heretofore  have  been  lafgely  in  beams,  owing  to  a  more 
favorable  import  duty  on  this  form  of  lumber.  The  popular  dimen- 
sions on  this  market  are :  Length,  9  to  18  feet,  squared  from  12  by  12 
inches  up  to  24  by  24  inches.  Other  imports  have  been  in  boards. 
Popular  dimensions  for  boards  are :  Length,  12  to  18  feet ;  width,  8 
to  12  inches;  thickness,  one-half  to  five-eighths  inches  net  when 


Shooks  Kot  Heretofore  Imported. 

No  box  shooks  have  in  the  past  been  imported  to  this  market, 
owing  to  unfavorable  import  duty  on  this  form  of  lumber.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Greek  tariff  of  July,  1914,  imports  of  wood  are  subject  to 
duty  as  follows:  Spruce  boards  up  to  20  millimeters  in  thickness, 
$4.48  per  cubic  meter  (about  1,000  pounds) ;  boards  over  20  milli- 
meters, $3.78  per  cubic  meter;  spruce  beams,  $2.80  per  cubic  meter; 
box  shooks,  $6.10  per  1,000  pounds. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  duty  on  shooks  is  about  twice  that 
on  beams.  In  spite  of  this  handicap,  it  is  possible  that  American 
shooks  might  under  the  circumstances  find  a  market  here. 

The  cases  used  in  the  exportation  of  currants  are  of  three  sizes, 
measurements  being  outside  and  in  inches,  a  uniform  variation  of 
one-half  inch  in  any  dimension  being  allowed.    The  figures  are : 


sizes. 

Lencth. 

Width. 

Depth. 

Contaats 

Caaas       

31 
22 
l»i 

iP 

12 

11 
9 

Pmmdi. 
UO 
75 
CO 

A  cases 

1^:::::::::::::::::::;::::;::::::;:;::;::::::::::::::;:::;: 

The  shooks  as  prepared  here  are  dressed  both  faces.    The  ends 
of  the  cases  are  always  set  in.   Annual  consumption  is  approximately : 
Cases,  100,000;  half  cases,  300,000;  quarter  cases,  2,200,000. 
Xetbods  of  Betching  Greek  Importers. 

American  firms  might  tele^aph  their  terms  direct  to  this  con- 
sulate, quoting  beams  per  cubic  meter  (35.31  cubic  feet),  half-inch 
boards  per  cubic  meter,  and  shoolcs  per  thousand  cases,  indicating 
size  of  caae.  Quotations  should  state  whether  terms  are  f .  o.  b.  New 
York  or  c.  i.  f.  Patras.    Terms  of  payment  may  be  arranged  to  suit 
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sellers.  Importers  Kere  prefer  to  have  terms  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Patras, 
as  it  is  difficult  for  them  to  secure  freight  arrangements  from  New 
York. 

[Earlier  statements  of  the  effect  of  present  European  conditions 
upon  the  Greek  lumber  market  were  published  in  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Keports  for  Dec.  15,  1914,  and  Commerce  Beports  for  Apr. 
27, 1915.] 

CHILE  HAS  LABGEST  COFFEK  DEPOSIT. 

[Clipping  from  West  Coast  Loader  for  June  10,  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attach^ 
A.  I.  Harrln^on,  Lima,  Pern.] 

On  May  18  power  was  turned  on  in  the  big  electric  plant  of  the 
Chile  Copper  Co.  at  Tocopilla,  north  of  Antof  agasta,  for  the  operation 
of  the  mill  at  Chuquicamata,  thus  inaugurating  the  exploitation  of 
the  mines  which  officials  of  the  company  claim  are  the  largest  known 
deposits  of  copper  in  the  world.  Barros  Luco,  President  of  Chile, 
pressed  the  button  at  Santiago  that  set  in  motion  the  machinery  at 
the  port  and  mine.  When  completed  the  mill  will  have  a  capacity 
of  20,000  tons  of  ore  daily,  the  plant  being  constructed  in  two  units. 
Only  one  unit  of  10,000  tons  has  been  put  in  operation. 

Although  known  to  mining  engineers  the  world  over  for  many 
years,  the  low-grade  deposits  of  Chuquicamata  remained  almost  neg- 
lected. The  native  Chileans  worked  various  parts  of  this  great 
deposit  in  a  small  way,  and  for  a  short  while  an  English  company 
also  attempted,  unsuccessfully,  to  work  a  small  part  of  it.  In  1910 
options  for  the  major  part  of  this  deposit  were  obtained  by  Albert 
C.  Burrage,  of  Boston,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  Messrs.  Guggen- 
heim, of  New  York,  became  associated  with  him,  the  result  of  this 
being  the  Chile  Copper  Co.,  of  wliich  Daniel  Guggenheim  is  president 
and  Albert  C.  Burrage  vice  president. 

Ore  til  Sigrbt — Advantageoti*  Freight  Kates. 

The  deposit  was  believed  to  be  extremely  large,  as  the  formation 
for  some  8,000  feet  in  length  and  2,000  feet  in  width  was  favorable 
for  the  deposition  of  copper  minerals,  but  its  true  size  was  undreamed 
of.  It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  ore  "in  sight"  has  steadily 
grown.  In  January,  1913,  there  were  in  sight  75,000,000  tons,  aver- 
aging 2.70  per  cent  copper;  in  July,  1913,  146,000,000  tons  of  2.30 
per  cent;  in  Juiie,  1914,  211,000,000  tons  of  2.20  per  cent;  and  in 
September,  1914,  280,000,000  tons  of  over  2.10  per  cent;  and  it  is 
expected  that  by  Januarj^,  1915,  there  will  be  over  300,000,000  tons 
of  2.10  per  cent  copper  m  sight.  This  makes  it  the  largest  known 
deposit  of  copper  in  the  world. 

An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  the  railroad  from 
Chuquicamata  to  Tocopilla  to  carry  all  the  freight  for  the  mine  and 
the  copper  from  the  mine  for  a  number  of  years  at  a  satisfactory 
rate.  The  power  plant  at  Tocopilla  has  a  40,000  kilowatt  capacity, 
designed  for  either  coal  or  oil  fuel.  A  long-time  contract  has  been 
made  fof  California  crude  oil  at  a  satisfactory  price  for  the  uses  of 
the  power  plant  and  for  other  purposes  at  the  mine  and  mill.  There 
has  oeen  built  for  the  mine  and  mill  a  complete  equipment  for  hous- 
ing the  employees  of  the  company;  that  is,  stores,  storehouses, 
hospital,  offices,  dwelling  houses,  etc.  Around  the  mill  site  there  has 
sprung  up,  from  what  a  few  years  ago  was  a  barren  desert,  a  now 
inriving  town  of  4,000  inhabitants. 
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This  temporary  arrangement,  devised  to  meet  the  neftds  of  a  foreign 
industry  threatened  with  complete  paralysis  and  also  the  equally  im- 
perious need  of  our  domestic  market  for  its  products,  may  leaci  to  a 
form  of  cooperation  much  more  rational  than  that  involved  in  send- 
ing the  crude  products  of  our  great  coking  works  across  the  Atlantic, 
to  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  and  bringing  them  back,  after  transforma- 
tion into  all  the  tints  of  the  rainbow,  for  use  in  thousands  of  textile 
mills. 
Analysis  of  the  Dyestnfl  Problem. 

In  the  ultimate  analysis  of  the  American  dyestuff  problem  the  fol- 
lowing facts  stand  out  in  bold  relief : 

The  raw  materials  of  the  artificial  dyestuff  industry  are  present 
in  the  United  States  in  greater  abundance  than  in  any  other  land 
and  are  for  the  most  part  wasted. 

The  American  market  for  the  products  is  one  of  the  largest,  if  not 
the  largest,  in  the  world. 

The  supply  of  chemicals  required  to  transform  the  constituents  of 
coal  tar  into  finished  dyestuffs  can  be  furnished  easily  by  American 
chemical  works.  A  modest  but  encouraging  beginning  has  been 
made  in  the  production  of  American  dyes.  Capital  is  ready  to 
embark  in  the  undertaking  in  ample  amount. 

The  Government  is  determined  to  protect  such  an  industry  against 
the  dangers  of  unfair  competition  on  the  part  of  foreign  rivals. 

Technical  and  scientific  skill,  inventive  talent,  and  administrative 
and  commercial  ability  are  present  in  abundance. 

The  one  factor  lackmg  to  bring  into  existance  a  genuine  American 
coal-tar  dyestuff  industry  is  the  cooperation  of  a  few  men  possessing 
highly  developed  capacity  for  organization,  combined  with  a  perfect 
experimental  command  of  the  exceedingly  complex  and  intricate  field 
of  color  chemistry  in  all  its  ramifications — ^men  such  as  created  in  the 
past  the  great  works  on  and  near  the  Rhine,  and  are  now  directing 
them. 
Swiss  Chemists  Can  Meet  American  Keeds. 

It  is  precisely  this  lacking  factor  which  might  be  supplied  to  the 
young  American  industry  from  a  close  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
the  Swiss  firms  engaged  in  the  production  or  artificial  colors. 

The  finely  organized  and  highly  specialized  staffs  of  the  great 
works  at  Basel  include  scores  of  men  of  broad  experience  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  whole  range  of  coal-tar  dyes.  Most  of  these 
have  enjoyed  in  earlier  days  the  advantages  of  the  "  Polytechnic  "  of 
Zurich,  one  of  the  best-equipped  institutions  in  Europe  for  the  train- 
ing of  color  chemists.  Many  have  served  a  more  or  less  extended 
apprenticeship  in  the  gigantic  German  chemical  works. 

The  logic  of  the  situation  would  plainly  call  for  a  union  of  forces 
in  this  field,  a  consolidation  of  interests  between  the  Swiss  companies 
and  the  American  firms  now  striving  to  expand,  but  forced,  as  it 
were,  to  grope  in  the  dark  at  times.  The  transfer  of  a  sufficient  corps 
of  Swiss  expert  color  chemists  to  the  United  States  at  this  critical 
moment  would  be  of  untold  value  in  furthering  the  rapid  evolution 
of  the  American  industry. 

It  would  be  possible,  by  their  aid  and  direction,  to  attain  the  maxi- 
mum of  economy  in  time  and  money  in  constructing  new  plants,  ia 
adbpting  the  most  practical  and  effective  mechanical  devices,  in  ap< 
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upon   a   single   foreign   source   for   crude   and   semimanufactured 
material. 

The  position  of  the  Swiss  color  industry  as  a  notable  factor  in 
international  commerce  is  somewhat  exceptional,  in  view  of  the 
entire  absence  of  coal  and  other  mineral  substances  needed  in  the 
manufacture  of  chemicals,  with  the  exception  of  salt.  It  was 
started,  however,  at  the  same  time  as  the  German  industry,  and  has 
kept  fairly  even  step  in  its  development  with  the  powerful  rival  to 
the  north,  as  a  result  of  a  rather  unusual  combination  of  high  tech- 
nical and  scientific  attainments  with  marked  financial  and  business 
ability  among  those  who  laid  the  foundatii)ns.  Kelations  between 
the  German  and  the  Swiss  firms  have  been  tolerably  friendly.  The 
latter  depended  upon  German  sources  for  most  of  the  crude  coal-tar 
compounds,  and  many  of  the  intermediate,  or  semimanufactured, 
substances  required  in  the  manufacture  of  dyes.  As  a  result  they 
participated  largely  in  the  conventions  and  trade  agreements  which 
characterize  so  strongly  the  German  color  industry. 

Soon  after  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  August,  1914,  the  demand 
was  made  upon  Switzerland  that  no  dyestuffs  should  be  exported  to 
countries  at  war  with  Germany.  On  a  refusal  by  the  Swiss  Govern- 
ment to  comply  with  this  demand,  the  supply  of  German  crudes  and 
intermediates  was  largely  restricted  and  in  many  cases  discontinued. 

Negotiations  were  promptly  started  with  British  producers  of  coal- 
tar  crudes  and  consumers  of  finished  dyestuffs.  A  working  agreement 
was  quickly  formulated.  For  10  months  past  British  benzol,  toluol, 
naphthaline,  aniline,  eta,  have  been  shipped  to  Switzerland,  to 
return  in  the  form  of  dyes.  This  arrangement  has  contributed 
materially  to  lessen  the  scarcity  of  colors  in  Great  Britain,  which 
became  acute  last  autumn.  It  likewise  enabled  the  Basel  works  to 
keep  in  operation. 

The  demand  for  benzol  and  toluol  to  serve  in  the  manufacture  of 
high  explosives  has  now  assumed  such  proportions  in  Great  Britain 
that  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  ship  in  large  quantities  these  crudes, 
or  the  aniline  made  from  them,  to  the  Swiss  worlts.  At  the  same  time 
the  chief  firms  in  Germany  making  intermediates  and  dyes  have 
notified  the  Swiss  manufacturers  that  export  of  dyes  to  France, 
Great  Britain,  Italy,  and  Kussia  must  cease  or  supplies  would  be  cut 
off.  The  German  Gov^-rnment  has  likewise  informed  the  Swiss  Gov- 
ernment that  all  sales  of  dyes  from  Switzerland  must  cease,  otherwise 
an  embargo  would  be  placed  upon  the  export  to  that  country  of  Ger- 
man chemicals  and  medicinals.  The  exports  of  the  latter  articles 
have  already  been  limited  to  one-half  of  the  normal  requirements. 

The  Swiss  Government  has  not  yet  acted  upon  this  notification,  but 
it  is  not  expected  that  it  will  allow  an  embargo  to  bo  placed  on  the 
free  export  of  artificial  dyes. 
Possibilities  of  Swiss  Cooperation. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  managers  of  Swiss  works  look  to  an 
American  .source  of  coal-tar  crudes  as  their  only  hope. 

Apart  from  the  possibility  of  materially  lessening  the  discomfort 
and  hardship  to  American  textile  and  other  industries  resulting  from 
the  existing  shortage  of  dyes,  the  present  proposition  of  the  Swiss 
dyestuff  manufacturers  deserves  the  careful  consideration  of  all  in- 
teriested  in  building  up  an  American  coal-tar  chemical  industry. 
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facture  of  dyestuffs,  but  limited  hitherto  to  a  very  njirrow  range  of 
products. 

There  are  five  dyestuff  works  in  Switzerland,  all  in  Basel.  Sup- 
pose that  each  one  enters  into  a  working  agreement  with  an  American 
dyestuff  company.  The  Swiss  partner  would  be  guaranteed  a  supply 
of  needed  coal-tar  crudes,  and  eventually  of  such  intermediates  as 
may  be  more  profitably  produced  on  American  soil.  Its  regular 
market  among  American  consumers  would  be  preserved  and  guarded. 

The  American  partner  would  secure  the  requisite  scientific  and 
technical  staff  for  expanding  widely  the  scope  of  manufacture,  and 
would  be  initiated  into  the  intricacies  of  the  international  commerce 
in  dyestuffs.  He  would  probably  be  able  to  organize  his  production 
largely  on  the  Swiss  basis  of  competition,  which  scarcely  requires  its 
modest  tariff  protection  of  42  cents  per  100  pounds  on  coal-tar  colors 
and  of  5  cents  per  100  pounds  on  intermediates. 

Both  parties  would  profit  from  the  mutual  assurance  of  crude  ma- 
terial, of  market,  and  of  solidarity  in  resistance  against  the  cus- 
tomary methods  of  overcoming  competition.  The  increased  assur- 
ance of  safety  for  American  capital,  now  studying  the  possibilities 
of  investment  in  this  field,  would  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  future  of  the  industry.  It  would  be  second  only  in  importance 
to  the  possibility  of  building  up  and  organizing  an  American  in- 
dustry on  an  economic  basis,  capable  of  easily  meeting  foreign  com- 
petition at  a  later  date. 

In  the  event  of  all  or  most  of  the  Swiss  houses  entering  into  close 
business  relations  with  American  dyestuff  firms,  competitive  condi- 
tions would  naturally  follow  for  some  time  the  lines  hitherto  existing 
in  both  countries.  There  is  but  little  tendency  to  compete  in  the 
production  of  any  given  dyestuff,  even  when,  as  in  mo^  cases,  the 
process  of  manufacture  is  patent  free.  Eivalry  exists  more  in  at- 
tempts to  bring  out  specialized  colors  in  the  state  of  most  perfect 
ndaptation  for  securing  specific  results  on  various  textile  materials. 
A  more  decided  effort  to  compete  in  the  economical  production  of  any 
given  dyes  may  be  expected  only  when  the  domestic  output  is  in  a 
position  to  meet  the  great  bulk  of  the  domestic  consumption. 
Proteotlon  of  Existing  Swiss  Interests. 

In  any  close  alliance  between  the  American  and  Swiss  color  in- 
terests it  is  natural  to  expect  that  the  latter  would  need  to  have  their 
present  market  in  the  United  States  effectually  safeguarded,  except 
as  they  would  find  it  more  orofitable  to  transfer  special  manufactur- 
ing operation&  to  American  soil.  This  latter  contingency  would  be 
highly  probable  in  view  of  the  measure  of  protection  afforded  by 
existing  tariff  rates. 

The  average  annual  value  of  the  Swiss  exports  of  artificial  colors 
to  the  United  States  during  the  five  years  ending  June  30,  1914,  was 
$815,911,  as  follows:  Alizarin  and  alizarin  colors,  $1,777;  synthetic 
indigo,  $48,904;  other  coal-tar  colors,  $765,230;  total,  $815,911. 

In  1913-14  Switzerland  supplied  7  per  cent  of  our  imports  of 
indigo  and  lO.G  per  cent  of  the  imports  of  aniline  dyes.  The  import 
of  alizarin  was  insignificant. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  the  resultant  scarcity  of  arti- 
ficial colors,  the  Swiss  import  has  been  of  great  assistance  to  Ameri- 
can textile  interests. 
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Impotts  of  alizarin  and  alizarin  dyes  during  th&six  months  ended 
December  31,  1914,  amounted  to  5,800  pounds,  valued  at  $3,091. 
During  the  five  months  ended  May  31,  1915,  the  total  was  7,401 
pounds,  valued  at  $3,537. 

The  import  of  Swiss  synthetic  indigo  during  the  six  months  eflded 
December  31  was  384,688  pounds,  valued  at  $59,208.  During  the 
subsequent  five  months  it  was  189,500  pounds,  valued  at  $44,204. 

The  imports  of  other  coal-tar  dyes  for  the  six  months  ended  De- 
cember 31  were  valued  at  $626,995.  For  the  following  five  months 
the  value  was  $268,084. 

The  total  value  of  these  Swiss  imports  for  the  11  months  ended 
May  31,  1915,  was  $1,008,119. 
Extent  of  the  Swiss  Syestvff  Production. 

The  normal  production  of  the  Swiss  dyestuff  worlrs  available  for 
export  purposes  has  an  annual  value  of  about  $5,500,000.  It  is 
equivalent  to  one-ninth  of  the  German  export  and  could  cover  alone 
nearly  60  per  cent  of  the  average  annual  imports  into  the  United 
States  of  artificial  colors. 
Standard  Products  of  the  Swiss  Works. 

In  addition  to  many  of  the  older  staple  coal-tar  colors,  the  follow- 
ing is  a  tolerably  complete  list  of  the  artificial  dyes  now  regularly 
made  by  the  Swiss  works.  It  may  be  convenient  for  reference  in 
case  of  negotiations  to  effect  an  exchange  of  American  "crudes" 
for  finished  dyes,  or  to  bring  about  any  close  cooperation  in  direct 
manufacture  for  the  American  market. 


Synthetic  indigo. 
Sudan  colors. 
GlUTBOldine. 
Alizarine  yellow. 
Apollo  red. 
Persian  yellow. 
Carmlnaph  ghmet. 
Fast  red. 
Besorcin  yellow. 
Curcumlne. 
Narcelne. 
Tartraztne. 
Metanil  yellow. 
Kermesin  orange. 
Bocelllne. 
Boxamlne. 
Add  Ponceau. 
Snlpbone  violet 
Azoallsarlne  bordeaux. 
Azoallzarlne  black. 
Bismarck  brown. 
Dlphenyl  black. 
Diptaenyl  blue  black. 
Trlsulpbone  violet. 
Trisulphone  blue. 
Direct  gray. 
Direct  black. 
Direct  violet. 
Direct  brown. 
Direct  Indigo  blues. 
Direct  blues. 
Anthracene  red. 
IndaznrlneiL 
Mdogene  blnfc 
iBodli^ienyl  black. 
Direct  Indone  blue. 


Trlsulpbone  brown. 
Dlphenyl  green. 
Cblornnilne  green. 
Alizarine  yellow. 
Mekong  yellow. 
Azo  omnge  R. 
Alsace  green. 
Dlphenyl  cltronine. 
Dlphenyl  chrysolne. 
Dlphenyl  fast  yellow. 
Dlphenyl  fast  brown. 
Dlphenyl  orange. 
Dlphenyl  catechlne. 
Mlkndo  orange. 
Polychromlnes. 
Chicago  orange. 
Auramine. 
Setoglaucine. 
Glacier  blue. 
■Victoria  green. 
Victoria  blues. 
Add  green. 
Erioglaudne. 
Crystal  violet 
Ethyl  violet 
Alkali  violet 
Add  violets. 
Erlocyanlnes. 
Methyl  alkali  blue. 
Navy  blue  B. 
Dlphenlyamine  blue. 
Chrome  violet 
KIght  blue. 
Wool  green. 
Bhodamines. 
Eosines. 


Methyl  eoslne. 
Cyanoslnes. 
Bose  bengal. 
Phosphine. 
Alizarine-  V. 
Indophenols. 
Indochroniogen. 
Neutral  red. 
Neutral  violet 
Safranlne. 
Fuchsia. 
Indullnes. 
NigroBines. 
Basel  blue. 
Delphlne  blue. 
Gallocyanlne. 
Ch  romocy  anine. 
Indallzarine. 
Violet  modeme. 
Parnie  R. 
Gallamine. 
Coreine. 
Phenocyaninea. 
Gallazine. 
Gallinillc  violets. 
Galllnlllc  blues. 
Gallinillc  greens. 
Resordn  blue. 
Meldola's  blue. 
New  blues. 
Fast  green  M. 
Muscarine. 
Mimosa. 
Cyanine. 
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CONSTRirCTIOH  WOBE  ABBOAD. 

PAHAKA. 

[Consul  General  Alban  Q.  Snyder,  Panama  City.  June  28.] 
Two  Oas  Plants  Instead  of  One. 

Present  indications  are  that  both  Panama  City  and  Colon  will  have 
gas  plants.  The  previous  report  from  this  office  [see  Commerce 
Reports  for  July  3, 1915]  stated  that  Mr.  S.  P.  Vecker,  of  Key  West, 
was  here  to  select  a  site  and  construct  a  gas  plant  at  Colon,  from 
which  gas  would  also  be  piped  across  the  Isthmus  to  Panama. 

Negotiations  with  the  Municipality  of  Panama  are  now  favorable, 
and  the  company  now  intends  to  erect  plants  in  both  cities,  work  to 
begin  some  time  in  September  next. 

The  company  organized  for  this  purpose  was  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  Delaware,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  is  registered  in 
Panama,  and  its  officers  are:  Commodore  De  Kinde,  president; 
Charles  E.  Starr,  vice  president;  and  John  C.  Beed,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  with  offices  in  the  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  system  is  to  be  carbureted  water  gas  and  the  plants  of  modem 
concrete  and  steel  construction  throughout,  every  important  part 
being  duplicated  to  reduce  the  chances  of  a  breakdown  to  a  minimum. 
All  of  the  machinery  used  will  be  of  American  manufacture. 

The  prime  object  of  the  company  is  not  illumination,  although 
illuminating  gas  will  be  furnished  if  desired,  but  to  furnish  gas  for 
cooking  and  washing  purposes,  and  from  observations  and  inquiries 
made  Mr.  Vecker  is  satisfied  that  such  fuel  can  be  furnished  the 
natives  at  less  than  the  present  cost  of  the  charcoal  and  wood  now 
used,  to  say  nothing  of  the  added  convenience  and  saving  in  time 
and  labor. 

As  an  initial  encouragement  and  advertisement  the  company  in- 
tends to  install,  free  of  charge,  a  number  of  stoves  for  those  first 
using  gas. 

Mr.  Vecker  states  that  the  officials  of  the  company  will  be  glad  to 
give  interested  parties  all  the  information  they  desire  on  this  enter- 
prise upon  application  to  the  company's  offices  in  Philadelphia,  and 
that  he  can  be  addressed  on  the  subject  at  the  above  address  or  at 
Key  West,  Fla. 

SIAM. 
[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  May  13.] 
Siamese  Northern  Kailway. 

On  May  1, 1915,  an  11-mile  section  on  the  Siamese  Northern  Rail- 
wav  extension  was  opened  to  traffic.  It  extends  from  Ban  Pin  to  Ban 
Pakoh.  There  remains  to  be  completed  107^  miles  from  Ban  Pakoh 
to  Chiengmai,  the  northern  capital,  which  will  be  the  northern  ter- 
minus of  the  line.  It  is  expected  that  the  entire  line  will  be  ready  for 
traffic  in  about  two  years. 

SPAIN. 
[Consul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  Valencia,  June  24.] 
Proposed  Direct  Bailroad  from  Hadrid  to  Valencia. 

A  contract  was  signed  yesterday  in  this  city  by  provincial  and 
municipal  representatives  of  Madrid  and  Valencia  on  the  one  side 
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and  Sre&  Muiael  Bellido  de  Gonzalez  and  Federico  Gomez  de  Mem- 
brillera,  engineers,  of  Madrid,  on  the  other,  for  the  survey  of  a 
route  and  preparation  of  a  project  to  enter  the  competition  for  the 
proposed  direct  raib-oad  between  Madrid  and  Valencia,  reported  in 
CoMMEBCE  Keports  of  Maich  17  and  May  21, 1915. 

The  principal  stipulations  of  the  agreement  are  that  the  project 
is  to  be  the  property  of  the  provincial  and  municipal  authorities  of 
Madrid  and  Valencia;  it  must  be  completed  15  days  before  the  last 
day  fixed  for  the  reception  of  bids  in  royal  decree  of  March  23,  1915 
(18  months  from  February  21,  1915) ;  and  that  the  engineers'  com- 
pensation will  be  500  pesetas  per  kilometer  (approximately  $144  per 
mile)  for  a  maximum  of  340  Kilometers  (211^  miles),  all  additional 
mileage  necessary  to  complete  the  survey  to  be  included  free  of 
cost  to  the  authorities. 

The  engineers  stipulate  to  meet  these  conditions  under  a  penalty  of 
200,000  pesetas  (gold  peseta =$0,193)  for  noncompliance. 

It  is  understood  that  the  provincial  deputations  of  Madrid  and 
Valencia  have  appropriated  50,000  pesetas  each,  and  the  correspond- 
ing municipal  authorities  26,000  pesetas  each,  to  defray  the  cost  of 
the  survey  and  project. 


COOFEEATIVE  KAAKETIHO  OF  FABH  FBODUCTS. 

A  pamphlet  just  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  on 
"  Cooperative  Marketing  and  Financing  of  Marketing  Associations," 
presents  tixe  results  of  investigations  that  have  been  made  into  the 
practical  handling  of  such  organizations,  emphasizes  the  difficulties 
to  be  met  and  the  methods  most  likely  to  overcome  them,  and  points 
out  the  practices  that  experience  has  shown  should  be  avoided.  In 
relation  to  financing,  it  is  shown  that  a  better  basis  has  been  reached 
through  the  fact  that  perishable  products,  marketed  through  an  effi- 
cient organization,  are  now  considered  good  security  by  many  bank- 
ers in  making  loans  to  cooperative  associations.  Only  a  few  years 
ago  if  was  impossible  to  secure  loans  from  a  bank  with  a  perishable 
product  as  collateral.  There  is  also  noted  a  new  kind  of  relation- 
ship between  business  men  and  farmers,  which  seems  to  have  its  in- 
ception in  the  realization  that  agriculture  is  the  primary  industir 
of  the  Nation  and  that  anything  affecting  its  economic  status  seri- 
ously involves  the  entire  community. 

It  is  declared  that  capable  management  is  the  first  requisite  in  es- 
tablishing a  cooperative  farmers'  organization;  that  the  successful 
distribution  and  marketing  of  perishable  products  in  a  large  way 
requires  ability  of  a  fine  order;  and  that  the  manager  should  oe  well 
paid  for  his  services.  He  should  be  employed  by  the  board  of  direc- 
tors and  have  large  powers.  He  should  employ  and  discharge  all 
labor,  secure  information  as  to  crop  and  market  conditions,  and  en- 
courage the  production  of  the  best  varieties  of  products  demanded 
by  the  trade,  making  contracts  for  their  sale,  while  the  members 
should  be  forbidden  by  their  agreement  to  sell  to  any  outside  parties. 


A  new  sngar  mill  at  Isezela,  Natal  Province,  which  will  commence 
crushing  in  September,  it  is  said  will  be  the  largest  in  South  Africa. 
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NEW  ZEALAND'S  BEVENTTES  AND  EXFENDHTJAES. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  June  2.] 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  New  Zealand's  reve- 
nues exceeded  its  expenditures  by  $310,000,  as  the  statement  below 
discloses : 


Beoeipts  and  expendi- 
tures. 


1913-14 


1914-15 


Receipts  and  expendi- 
tures. 


UI3-14 


1914-15 


SBCxins. 

Customs 

Stamp  and  death  duties. . 

Postal  and  telegraph  rev- 
enue   

Land  tax 

Income  tax 

Boor  duty 

Ballwajra 

BegistratioD  and  other 
fees 

Marine 

Territorial  revenue 

National  endowment 
reTonuo 

Uiscellaneous 

Total 

■xpiNDrrintis. 

Permanent  appropria- 
tions  

Legislative  departments. . 

D^partmont  of  Finanoe. . . 

Post  and  Telegraph  De- 
partment  


$16, 676, 250 
6,946,717 

6,119,770 

3,734,S0O 

2,697, 3SS 

618,245 

19,605,853 

489,735 
258,100 
970,504 

352,330 
2,063,n7 


(15,413,683 
6,896,833 

6,586,630 

3,801,448 

2,629,457 

621,262 

19,985,134 

491,614 

245,208 

1,166,120 

383,334 
2,245,875 


69,533,475 


00,556,388 


20,614,922 
312,870 
335,710 

5,698,102 


21,924,449 
182,742 
827,952 

6,056,690 


EXFENDmmxs— contd. 

Working  BaUways  De- 
partment  

Publlo  BuUdlngs,  Do- 
mains, and  If  ainten^noe 
ofBoeds 

Native  Department 

Justice  Department 

Ufaies  Denvtment 

Internal  Affairs  Depart- 
ment  

Delense  Department 

Customs,  Uarine,and  Har- 
bors, and  Inspection  of 
Uachinery  Departments 

Department  of  Labor 

Department  of  Lands  and 
Survey 

Department  o(  Agricul- 
ture, Industries,  and 
Commerce 

Education  Department. . . 

Services  not  provided  lor . 

Total..... 


tl4,6I9,842 


610,580 

116,723 

2,042,708 

145,401 

3,223,903 
2,377,621 


715,293 
138,939 

1,235,074 


938,441 

6,507,686 

16,716 


»I4,020,810 


573,610 

116,816 

3,153,319 

141,996 

3,380,721 
2,429,045 


736,077 
136,948 

.1,163,303 


1,006,096 

5,878,644 

628,073 


67,550,521 


60,246,270 


The  expenditures  planned  for  1915-16  call  for  even  more  money 
than  the  past  ^ear,  and  with  the  present  promise  of  good  times, 
owing  to  the  high  price  of  the  products  of  the  mines  and  farms,  it 
is  clear  the  plans  will  mature. 

HELPFm  BOOKLET  OF  CHAMBEB  OF  COHIIEBCE. 

"Determine  those  countries  and  cities  wherein  your  goods  can  be 
sold,"  is  the  common-sense  advice  given  in  an  attractive  booklet  by 
John  W.  Brooks,  chairman  of  the  export  committee  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  "  If  you  are  selling  electric-light 
supplies  you  are  wasting  your  time  experimenting  with  cities  where 
there  are  no  electric-light  plants.  Such  a  city  does,  however,  offer  a 
market  for  candles  and  oils.  There  is  little  use  trying  to  sell  coal 
stoves  where  only  coke  is  used.  Unless  you  have  data  as  to  your 
market,  you  are  wasting  energy  and  money."  Mr.  Brooks  then  sug- 
gests the  American  consular  service  and  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  as  offering  effective  means  of  obtaining  the 
desired  information. 

While  advocating  extreme  caution  in  the  matter  of  credits,  Mr. 
Brooks  remarks:  "The  very  wealthiest  concerns  frequently  object  to 
paying  cash  in  advance,  especially  if  they  do  not  know  you.  When 
they  pay  cash  in  advance  to  a  manufacturer  they  do  not  know  they 
are  virtually  giving  credit  to  that  manufacturer  for  the  same  amount 
which  he  may  have  refused  to  extend  to  them."  Other  points  suc- 
cinctly brought  home  relate  to  packing,  quotations,  and  the  use  of  the 
proper  tongue.  Copies  of  this  booklet,  which  is  entitled  "  Helps  for 
a  Beginner  in  Export,"  may,  no  doubt,  be  obtained  from  the  Syracuse 
chamber. 
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OBANOE  EZPOKTS  FBOH  SYKIA. 

Orange  shipments  from  Jaffa,  Palestine,  which  the  war  inter- 
rupted during  December  and  January,  the  months  when  shipments 
are  normally  most  active,  were  prolonged  till  the  end  of  May.  The 
Cairo  correspondent  of  the  Near  East  says : 

According  to  reliable  statistics,  the  total  shipments  of  oranges  effected  to 
England  via  Alexandria  amount  to  about  112,229  boxes,  of  which  89,874  were  sent 
lo  Uverpbol,  20,709  to  Manchester,  670  to  lioudon,  and  920  to  Hull.  A  further 
fuU  cargo  of  about  25,000  boxes  Is  said  to  have  been  shipped  direct  to  Liver- 
liool  by  a  chartered  Greek  steamer  in  April.  Out  of  this  total  only  about 
13,000  boxes  were  shipped  between  the  end  of  October  and  end  of  November; 
while  the  large  balance  had  to  be  shipped  by  every  available  opportunity  be-- 
tween  February  5  and  May  18.  The  shipments  to  Alexandria  totaled  about 
55,000  boxes,  and  wholesale  prices  have  averaged  about  6s.  ($1.43)  per  box. 
Never  before  have  such  large  quantities  of  Jaffa  oranges  been  Imported  into 
Egypt  during  such  a  period ;  and,  while  the  consumers  were  delighted, '  the 
native  orange  growers  resented  the  competition  of  this  outside  fruit  which, 
by  successive  and  comparatively  heavy  arrivals,  led  to  «  general  pulling  down 
of  prices.  In  Liverpool,  however,  prices  varied  considerably  according  to  the 
quality  and  condition  of  the  fruit.  While  good  and  sound  oranges  fetched 
liandsome  prices,  sometimes  over  12s.  ($2.92)  per  box,  the  lower  grndes  could 
not  stand  the  long  voyage,  and  arrived  mostly  in  a  wasty  condition,  fetching, 
according  to  the  last  reports,  prices  hardly  sufficient  to  cover  freight  and 
expenses,  which,  this  year,  were  unusually  high.  Anyway  a  complete  disaster 
lias  been  averted,  and  between  the  shipments  made  to  England  and  Egypt,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  to  Dedeagatcb,  in  transit  for  further  destinations  inland,  and 
Turlcish  ports,  on  tlie  other,  probably  more  than  a  third  of  the  crop  has  been 
saved  from  utter  ruin. 

[For  previous  articles  on  this  season's  orange  shipments  from 
Syria  see  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  9  and  Apr.  5, 1915.] 


LOW  BATES  OF  EXCHANGE  AT  SWEDISH  FOBT. 

[Consul  Emll  Sauer,  Goteborg,  June  8.] 

In  its  June  5th  issue  the  Goteborgs  Handels-och  Sjofarts-Tidning 
thus  comments  on  the  rates  of  foreign  exchange  prevailing  in  this 
city: 

The  rates  of  foreign  exchange  are  at  present  exceedingly  low.  The  rate  for 
pounds  sterling,  which  on  March  15  was  as  high  as  19.50  crowns  [$5,226],  has 
gone  down  to  18.18  crowns  [$4.87224],  and  it  seems  in  fact  lllcely  to  go  down 
still  farther,  as  Sweden's  purchases  from  England  are  at  present  relatively 
small  and  the  export  from  Sweden  to  England,  especially  of  lumber,  is  not 
inconsiderable.  The  rate  for  francs,  which  has  lieen  0.78  crown  [$0.20904], 
has  declined  to  0.7075  crowii  ($0.18961],  which  to  a  certain  extent  at  least  must 
depend  on  the  low  quotations  for  French  values  in  London.  German  marlcs 
also  continue  to  be  low,  namely,  0.785.  crown  [$0.21038],  depending  on  the  large 
claims  Sweden  has  in  Germany  and  on  the  unwillingness  of  that  country  to 
settle  its  foreign  debts  by  payment  in  gold.  Austrian  crowns  are  quoted  at 
05850  Swedish  crown  [$0.15678],  probably  in  connection  with  the  low  German 
rate.  Finnish  marks  are  as  low  as  0.59  crown  [$0.15812],  and  rubles  at  1,.50 
crowns  [$0,402].  The  only  currency  that  maintains  Its  high  rate  Is  the  Ameri- 
can dollar,  which  is  quoted  at  3.81  crowns  [$1.02108],  and  tills  depends,  of 
course,  on  the  tremendous  export  to  Europe. 

[The  values  inserted  in  brackets  above  are  the  equivalents  in 
American  gold  based  on  the  United  States  Treasury  conversion  rate 
for  the  Swedish  crown,  or  $0,268.  The  Treasury  rates  for  the  other 
coins  named  are  in  normal  times:  British  pound  sterling,  $4.8665; 
French  franc,  $0,193;  German  mark,  $0,238;  Austrian  crown,  $0,203; 
Finniflh.  mark,  $0.193 ;  and  Russian  ruble,  $0,515.] 
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FOBEIGK  XBASE  OFFOBTTTNITIES. 

[.Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtnlned  from  the  Bareaa  and  Ita  braaeh 

ofBcea.] 

Uattrest  icire.  No.  17542. — A.  flrm  in  England  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  is  in  the  innrliet  for  from  5  to  10  tons  of  mattress  wire.  It 
it  suggested  that  manufacturers  submit  a  sample  of  the  wire  and  quote 
prices  delivered.    Terms  of  payment  will  be  arrangeC.    Reference  is  given. 

I'otassium  permanganate.  No.  17543. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  the  Net'herlauds 
stating  that  he  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  buyers  of  po- 
tassium permanganate.  He  desires  to  deal  directly  with  the  consumer. 
He  states  that  he  will  pay  cost  of  "  week-end  cable  letter." 

Salicvlou*  of  soda.  No.  17544. — A  flrm  of  wholesale  druggists  and  dealers  In 
chemicals  in  England  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires 
to  purchase  sallcylous  of  soda  and  other  salicylates.  Quotations  are  desired 
c.  1.  f.  destination  or  f.  o.  b.  steamer  New  York  or  Boston.  It  Is  stated  that 
the  flrm  is  accustomed  to  handling  American  drugs  and  chemicala  The 
consular  officef  also  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  exporters 
of  these  commodities. 

Fiieri  and  machinerp.  No.  17545. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Honduras 
states  that  he  is  forwarding  samples  of  a  fiber  which  Is  grown  in  his  district. 
He  states  that  the  flt>er  is  very  similar,  if  not  identical,  to  the  Yucatan 
sisal  hemp.  He  supplies  the  name  and  address  of  a  man  who  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  detailed  information  relative  to  this  fiber.  He  also  states  that 
it  Is  probable  that  machinery  will  be  needed  in  the  near  future  for  making 
ropes  of  this  fiber.  When  the  samples  have  been  received  they  will  be 
placed  on  exhibition  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and 
its  branch  offices. 

Opal  shades,  arc  lamp  carbons,  etc..  No.  17543. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
England  reports  that  a  cori>oration  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  8 
or  0  inch  opal  shades,  arc-lamp  globes,  and  both  alternating  and  direct 
current  motors  for  generating  industrial  service. 

Paper  and  machinert/.  No.  17547. — A  business  man  in  Russia  has  requested  an 
American  consular  officer  to  put  him  in  touch  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  paper  for  draftsmen,  calca,  copying  paper,  etc.,  and 
machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  paper.  He  desires  to  secure  an  agency 
for  these  lines.  References  ore  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
Weights,  measures,  etc.,  should  be  stated  in  Russian  equivalents  and  quo- 
tations should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Vladivostok. 

Electric  tramway.  No.  17548. — The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  publishes  n  notice  to  the 
effect  that  tenders  will  be  received  at  the  "  Dlreccion  General  de  Obras 
Publicas,"  Madrid,  Spain,  until  August  3,  1915,  for  the  construction  and 
working  for  a  period  of  60  years  of  on  electric  tramway  between  Deusto 
and  Ibarrecolanda,  in  the  Province  of  Vlzcoyo.  The  minimum  rolling  stock 
required  to  commence  the  woi-klng  of  the  line  is  two  motor  tramcars,  two 
trailer  cars,  one  motor  wagon,  and  one  trailer  wagon.  An  option  on  the 
concession  is  held  by  the  "  Compania  Vizcalna  de  Elect rlcldad."  Although 
this  contract  will  probably  be  awarded  to  a  Spanish  flrm,  nevertheless  the 
carrying  out  of  the  work  may  Involve  the  purchase  of  some  material  out- 
side of  Spain.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  this 
opportunity. 

Plates  and  badges,  No.  17540. — The  office  of  the  British  Trade  Commissioner  for 
South  Africa  reports  th.at  tenders  are  invited  by  the  Johannesburg  Munici- 
pal Council  for  the  supply  and  delivery  of  5.150  enameled-iron  license  plates 
oud  bodges  and  43,000  brass  license  plates.  A  copy  of  the  specifications 
and  conditions  of  contract  and  form  of  tender,  together  with  blue  prints, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Controller  of  Stores,  Municiiinl  Offices,  Pieln 
Square,  Johannesburg,  and  sealed  tenders  on  the  proper  forms  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  town  clerk  until  August  3,  1915.  A  sample  of  the  enameled 
ond  brass  badge,  to  show  quality  of  workmanslilp,  must  be  submitted  with 
tenders.  The  Bureau  hos  no  further  information  relative  to  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

WASHIKCTON  ;  OOVEBKUEXT  PBINTIKa  OFFICE  :  Ulf 
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NEW  STEAMSHIP  HUE  TO  ALASKA. 

[Commercial  .^Rcnt  W.  B.  Henderson,  Seattle,  Wash.,  July  10.] 

A  new  semimonthly  steamship  line  was  established  this  week  by 
the  Independent  Steamship  Co.  between  Puget  Sound  and  south- 
eastern and  southwestern  ports  of  Alaska.  It  has  Pier  A  in  Seattle 
as  headquarters,  and  handles  both  freight  and  passengers. 


NEW  BAUK  FOS  ABOEimNA. 

(Clerk  to  Commercial  Attacb<  J.  B.  Kecdham,  Paris,  France,  June  22.] 

A  Paris  financial  journal,  Agence  Economique  et  Financiere,  pub- 
lished, under  date  of  June  19,  a  dispatch  from  Buenos  Aires  to  the 
effect  that  a  movement  is  on  foot  for  the  creation  of  a  new  bank  in 
that  southern  metropolis,  the  capital  of  which  will  be  exclusively 
Argentine.  This  bank,  it  is  stated,  will  have  the  patronage  of  the 
Banco  Espanol  del  Rio  de  la  Plata. 


TO  AID  AHESICAN  THAOE  DT  SAO  FAITLO. 

The  new  United  States  consulate  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  which  was 
established  May  10,  1915,  requests  the  forwarding  by  American  busi- 
ness men  of  all  possible  advertising  matter  in  the  form  of  catalogues, 
commercial  reviews,  samples,  etc.  The  consulate  will  have  a  room 
designed  especially  ifor  these  exhibits,  and  it  is  desired  that  the  mate- 
rial available  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible. 

Supplementing  the  foregoing  mail  report,  the  following  telegram 
was  received  from  Consul  Maddin  Summers,  of  Sao  Paulo : 

"Greatly  handicapped  lack  of  American  catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  discount  sheets.    Bequest  same  be  sent  at  once." 
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HEABINOS  OF  FEDEBAL  TKASE  COMMISSIOK. 

Clc«e-range  study  of  some  of  the  more  important  problems  with 
which  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  will  have  to  deal  in  the  future 
is  the  purpose  of  the  hearings  and  conferences  which  the  Commission 
will  hold  in  several  Western  cities,  beginning  July  19,  in  Chicago. 

The  meetings  thus  far  definitely  fixed  are  as  follows :  July  19  and 
20,  Chicago;  July  21,  Detroit;  Jiily  22,  Cincinnati;  July  23,  Indian- 
apolis; and  the  following  six  days,  Chicago.  Similar  hearings 
probably  will  be  held  in  Minneapolis,  Tacoma,  Spokane,  Seattle, 
Portland,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Diego. 

While  the  Commission  will  grant  hearings  along  any  lines  within 
its  jurisdiction,  it  is  planned  U>  devote  attention  particularly  to  the 
following  program : 

First.  The  Commission  will  continue  its  conferences  on  foreign  trade 
already  begun  in  Boston  and  New  York.  Manufacturers,  bankers, 
economists,  and  others  interested  in  promoting  American  commerce 
abroad  will  be  invited  to  meet  with  the  Commission  in  conferences 
and  will  be  asked  to  give  suggestions  and  information  as  to  the  most 
effective  means  of  building  up  trade  in  foreign  markets. 

Second.  Conferences  will  be  held  with  trade  organizations  in  vari- 
ous lines  of  industry.  The  first  two  days  in  Chicago  will  be  devoted 
to  a  meeting  with  repr^entatives  of  the  National  Association  of 
Limiber  Manufacturers.  A  committee  of  30  to  40  representatives 
of  organizations  affiliated  with  this  association  will  appear  before 
the  commission  and  discuss  conditions  in  the  lumber  industry. 
The  purpose  of  these  conferences  is  to  enable  the  Commission  to  ob- 
tain a  broad  survey  of  existing  conditions  in  various  large  industries 
at  first  hand. 

Third.  The  Commission  will  hold  informal  hearings  in  connection 
with  informal  complaints  filed  with  the  Commission  by  various 
parties,  alleging  unfair  methods  of  competition  on  the  part  of  their 
competitors. 

The  policy  which  prompted  this  part  of  the  Commission's  pro- 
gram was  set  forth  by  Chairman  Joseph  E.  Davies  of  the  Fed^al 
Trade  Commission  in  his  speech  before  the  Associated  Advertising 
Clubs  of  the  World  at  Chicago  on  June  20,  as  follows : 

The  Interest  of  the  public,  of  complainants,  and  those  complained  against, 
all  require  that  in  the  accommodation  of  bnsiuess  processes  to  government  re- 
quirements, readjustments  shall  be  brought  about  as  easily  and  with  as  much 
speed  as  Is  consistent  with  law  and  due  regard  for  the  rights  of  all  concerned. 
Business  men  of  to-day  do  not  desire  Intentionally  to  disobey  the  law.  A 
common  understanding  of  the  facts,  arrived  at  through  full  and  frank  con- 
ference of  persons  complained  of  with  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  may 
frequently  result  in  the  stopping  of  the  alleged  unfair  practices  more  expedi- 
tiously than  would  lengthy  legalistic  procedure.  It  Is  In  the  Interest  of -the 
public  that  processes  of  suitable  and  amicable  accommodation  should  first  be 
exhausted  by  the  F'ederal  Trade  Commission  before  it  should  institute  formal 
complaints  embarking  upon  a  long  and  technical  course  of  legal  procedure. 

Cordial  cooperation  of  business  men  and  others  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  already  has  been  assured 
in  all  the  cities  the  Commission  purposes  visiting.  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  trade  associations  and  individuals  everywhere  have  mani- 
fested deep  interest  in  the  coming  conferences  and  it  is  hoped  and 
expected  tnat  the  future  work  of  the  Commission  will  be  greatly 
facilitated  as  a  result  of  this  tour. 
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DCPOBTS  OF  BTTBBEBIZES  CLOTH  DTTO  CHUE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  TalpanUso,  June  15.] 

'A  report  on  the  imports  into  Chile  of  rubberized  wearing  apparel 
and  rubberized  cloth,  for  1913,  gives  an  idea  of  the  Chilean  market 
for  this  class  of  goods.  The  largest  of  the  several  subdivisions  of 
these  goods,  in  value  represented,  is  that  of  waterproof  cotton  cloth, 
rubberized  or  gum,  of  which  there  were  imported  32,557  pounds, 
valued  at  $18,857.  The  United  Kingdom  furnished  20,000  pounds, 
worth  $11,579;  Germany,  8,937  pounds,  $5,180;  and  France,  3,510 
pounds,  $2,034.  The  United  States  shipped  only  44  pounds,  worth 
$26.  Of  waterproof  clothes,  woolen,  sewed  or  with  seams,  the  total 
imports  were  2,1C8  pounds,  worth  $4,304,  of  which  the  United  King- 
dom shipped  1,526  pounds,  worth  $3,031,  Germany  and  France 
smaller  amounts,  and  the  United  States  only  49  pounds,  valued  at 
$96.  Waterproof  woolen  cloth  totaled  3,350  pounds,  worth  $2,773, 
the  countries  represented  being  United  Kingdom,  963  pounds,  $796 ; 
Germany,  1,781  pounds,  $1,475;  and  France,  606  pounds,  $502.  Rub- 
berized cotton  dress  shields  totaled  3,024  pounds,  worth  $4,005,  of 
which  the  United  Kingdom  shipped  236  pounds,  worth  $312;  Ger- 
many, 1,340  pounds,  $1,774;  and  France,  1,448  pounds,  worth  $1,918. 

Other  imports  of  this  class  were:  Rubberized  linen  dress  shields, 
81  pounds  (Germany),  $41;  waterproof  clothes  without  seams,  68 
pounds  (Germany),  $170;  silk  gum  dress  shields,  283,211  pounds, 
$729 ;  silk  waterproof  cloth,  198  pounds,  $492. 

Waterproof  Coats  Under  Two.  ClassiflCwtions. 

The  entries  under  waterproof  woolen  clothes  do  not,  perhaps, 
cover  all  of  the  woolen  waterproof  coats  brought  into  the  country,  as 
many  of  these  are  probably  classified  as  ready-made  clothing  and 
entered  under  that  heading.  There  is  a  fair  local  representation  of 
British-made  rain-proof  coats  of  standard  makes,  both  for  men  and 
women,  a  stock,  in  fact,  which  would  largely  exceed  the  amounts 
given  for  importation  of  woolen  waterproor  clothes. 

The  climate  of  this  section  of  Chile  is  dry  for  eight  months  in  the 
year,  and  rainy  in  the  four  winter  months.  The  average  rainfall  in 
those  months  at  Valparaiso  would  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  35 
inches. 

[Lists  of  general  importers,  importers  of  men's  and  women's  cloth- 
ing, ship  chandlers,  shipowners,  whaling  companies,  and  dry  docks 
at  Valparaiso  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

POBTUGAL'S  HABVEST. 

[Consul  Oeneral  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  June  21.] 

Reports  published  by  the  local  newspapers  indicate  that  the  harvest 
in  Portugal  this  year  will  not  be  of  an  average  quantity.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  native  production  of  wheat  will  not  supply  the  de- 
mand for  more  than  five  or  six  months,  when  importation  must  be 
resumed.  Beans  (a  most  important  crop  for  Portugal),  rye,  and 
oats  are  all  below  normal.  Vmeyards  are  not  promising  well  as  the 
vines  are  affected  with  mildew.  The  crop  of  com,  however,  is  above 
the  average. 
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FOKEION  FOOD  FBICES  AS  AFFECTED  BT  THE  WAB. 

To  show  something  of  the  effect  of  the  European  war  upon  cost  of 
living,  following  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  August,  1914,  is  the 
purpose  of  Bulletin  No.  170,  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  De- 
partment of  Labor,  just  issued  under  the  title  "Foreign  food  prices 
as  affected  by  the  war."  Much  of  the  information  of  the  report  was 
obtained  through  the  Consular  Service  of  the  Department  of  State, 
and  in  the  main  covers  the  period  from  August  to  December,  1914. 
Prices  are  given  for  18  countries  and  represented  by  reports  from 
over  100  cities,  towns,  and  consular  districts. 

The  report  shows  that  the  first  effect  of  the  war  was  the  same  prac- 
tically throughout  Europe.  Its  outbreak  was  followed  by  a  ^arp 
rise  in  prices,  due  mainly  to  panic  and  uncertainty.  In  some  coun- 
tries legislative  measures  were  at  once  taken  to  check  this  rise.  In 
others  the  Governments  strictly  adhered  to  a  hands-off  policy  and 
trusted  to  the  natural  course  of  events  for  readjustment.  Within  a 
fortnight  the  first  panic  was  over,  and,  except  in  the  actual  war  zone, 
prices  began  to  fall.  In  most  places,  however,  prices  did  not  drop 
to  the  Jidy  level,  and  after  an  interval  again  took  an  upward  turn, 
which  has  probably  not  yet  reached  its  climax. 

Administrative  and  legislative  measures  to  check  the  rise  in  cost  of 
necessaries  were  very  generally  taken.  Denmark,  Egypt,  Great  Brit- 
ain, Italy,  Russia,  Spain,  and  Turkey  prohibited  the  export  of  prac- 
tically all  foodstuffs.  France,  Norway,  and  Sweden  listed  certain 
articles  which  must  not  be  exported,  and  Holland  placed  an  em- 
bargo on  butter  and  cheese. 

Some  Governments,  while  allowing  the  local  authorities  to  fix 
prices  on  most  things,  issued  decrees  applicable  to  their  whole  terri- 
tory concerning  a  few  highly  important  articles.  Thus,  Austria 
and  Germany  both  prescribed  the  proportion  of  wheat  or  rye  flour 
that  should  be  used  in  malcing  bread.  Later,  both  Austria  and  (Jer- 
many  fixed  the  wholesale  price  of  cereals,  and  brought  the  distribu- 
tion and  consumption  of  flour  and  bread  under  strict  control.  Tur- 
key fixed  prices  for  petroleum,  sugar,  and  flour.  In  Italy  salt, 
tobacco,  and  matches  are  Government  monopolies,  so  that  their  prices 
were  fixed  by  the  central  authority.  Denmark,  Holland,  and  Switz- 
erland limited  themselves  to  controlling  the  most  important  bread- 
stuff of  each  country. 

The  importance  and  full  significance  in  the  increases  in  prices 
which  occurred  would  not  be  fairly  presented  without  reference  to 
the  fact  that  increased  cost  of  living,  and  especially  the  increase  in 
food  prices,  has  for  several  years  been  a  question  of  serious  concern 
in  practically  all  of  the  European  countries.  The  upward  movement 
in  prices  prior  to  the  war  had  in  fact  been  world-wide.  An  inquiry 
of  the  British  Board  of  Trade  in  1912  showed  increases  in  food 
prices  in  various  countries  over  prices  in  1900  ranging  from  15  per 
cent  in  Great  Britain  and  France  to  16  per  cent  in  Australia,  to  30 
per  cent  in  Germany,  to  32  per  cent  in  Belgium,  and  35  per  cent  in 
Austria.  In  Canada  and  in  the  United  States  the  increase  shown 
was  even  greater  than  the  highest  of  these  figures.  Thus,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  increased  prices,  directly  due  to  the  war,  coming 
as  the  culmination  of  a  long  period  of  increases,  are  much  more 
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serious  to  the  masses  of  the  population  than  the  mere  figures  indi- 
cate. It  is  obvious,  too,  that  the  increases  of  the  first  four  to  six 
months  represented  only  the  beginning  of  the  war's  effect  on  the  cost 
of  living. 

HEBICINE  AST)  SmLGICAL-AFFLIANCE  EXFOBTS. 

American  manufacturers  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  are  supplying  their  products  in  rapidly  increasing  quan- 
tities to  foreign  countries.  The  manufacture  of  patent  and  pro- 
prietary medicines,  surgical  instruments  and  other  appliances  repre- 
sented as  long  ago  as  1909  a  capital  outlay  of  over  $100,000,000  with 
an  aggregate  product  of  $165,000,000.  To-day  the  figures  are  con- 
siderably lai'ger,  and  while  less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  yearly  output 
is  exported  the  latest  reports  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  show 
greatly  increased  sales  abroad  and  rare  opportimities  for  the  build- 
ing up  of  a  large  export  trade.  The  following  table  illustrates  the 
rapid  growth  in  a  single  year : 


Articles. 


Year  ending  June  30— 


1914 


181S> 


Surgical  appllanres '. 

Uoalcal  and  surgical  inslruments 

Dental  goods '. . 

Patent  or  proprietary  medicines. . .-. 

Miscellaneoas  drugs,  chiefly  disinlectanls. 

Total 


tl, 389,000 
206.000 

2,<7».eoo 

6,722,000 
9,020,000 


$4,(00,000 

300,000 

1,274,000 

7,200,000 

22,600,000 


19,916,000 


35,774,000 


a  Estimate  based  on  actual  figures  for  II  months.  ' 

Ordinarily  Canada  takes  most  of  the  surgical  appliances  exported 
from  the  United  States.  The  increased  sales  in  1915,  however,  rep- 
resent shipments  to  Europe,  where  with  millions  of  men  under  arms, 
casualties  amoimt  to  thousands  daily.  The  Commerce  Repobts  for 
April  2  and  June  12,  1915,  contained  interesting  discussions  regard- 
ing markets  for  American  limbs  and  the  conditions  to  be  met  and 
overcome  in  competing  for  that  trade. 

In  normal  times  England  is  tlie  largest  foreign  market  for  our 
patent  and  proprietary  medicines.  Smaller  amounts  go  to  Cuba, 
Canada,  Argentina,  India,  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  elsewhere. 
Besides  Canada,  which  is  the  largest  market  for  our  medical  and 
surgical  appliances,  there  is  also  some  demand  in  England,  Cuba, 
Australia,  Mexico,  South  America,  Germany,  and  .Japan.  Eng- 
land talces  most  of  the  dental  goods  exported,  but  imder  existing  con- 
ditions the  demand  is  greatly  diminished  there.  Formaldehyde  and 
other  disinfectants  are  going  in  large  quantities  to  Europe.  In  all 
lines  of  medicines  and  medical  instruments  and  appliances  some  sales 
have  been  made  to  scores  of  countries,  and  the  reports  of  American 
consular  officers  indicate  that  prospects  for  increased  business  are 
good- 

A  Pacific  coast  pea-packing  company  finished  the  season  on  June 
19  with  a  pack  of  over  a  million  cans. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2d4  COMMEBCB  BBP0BT8, 

AaSICUITUBAL  IHFLEKEHTS IH  AMEBICAN  EZPOET  TBAOE, 

191S. 

Exports  of  American  agricultural  implements  during  the  fiscal 
year  1915  (12  months  ended  June  30)  totaled  approximately  $10,- 
000,000,  as  against  $40,600,000  in  the  high-record  year  1913,  $21,- 
000,000  in  1903,  and  a  yearly  average  of  more  than  $29,000,000  for 
the  past  decade.  This  loss  of  trade  fell  most  heavily  upon  sales  to 
Europe,  but  there  were  also  smaller  though  significant  decreases  in 
shipments  to  Argentina,  Canada,  and  various  countries  of  Africa, 
and  other  sections  of  the  world.  Cuba  and  Siberia  made  gains.  Aus- 
tralia barely  held  its  own  in  the  year's  trade,  but  this  is  a  good  show- 
ing in  view  of  the  fact  that  her  wheat  crop  dropped  from  over 
100,000.000  bushels  in  1913  to  25,000,000  bushels  last  year. 

The  European  war  was  doubtless  the  dominant  factor  in  the  great 
falling  off  m  our  exports  of  agricultural  iniplements  in  the  fiscal 
year  just  ended,  since  the  decrease  in  sales  to  Europe  was  dispropor- 
tionate to  that  in  sales  to  other  sections.  Thus  our  exports  of  agri- 
cultural implements  to  European  Russia,  usually  the  greatest  of 
foreign  marxets  for  this  class  of  American  manufactures,  practically 
ceased,  as  did  also  those  to  Germany,  while  huge  losses  likewise 
occnred  in  sales  to  France  and  other  European  countries.  Another 
contributory  factor  was  the  recent  establishment  of  great  plants  in 
Bussia  and  France,  financed  and  controlled  by  American  capital, 
for  the  manufacture  of  farming  machinery. 

Information  reaching  the  Department  of  Commerce,  however, 
indicates  a  growing  use  of  machinery  on  farms  both  in  Europe  and 
elsewhere,  a  tendency  which  will  doubtless  be  even  more  pronounced 
upon  the  resumption  of  peace,  since  the  devastation  of  war  is  causing 
a  marked  shortage  in  human  and  animal  labor,  necessitating  propor- 
tionately more  machinery  for  the  successful  conduct  of  farming. 
Bussia,  for  example,  possesses  one-seventh  of  the  entire  land  area 
of  the  world  and  an  even  larger  proportion  of  the  land  devoted  to 
cereal  crops,  which  require  for  their  cultivation  more  machinery 
than  most  other  classes  of  farm  products.  General  depression  in 
Canada,  Argentina,  and  elsewhere  so  reduced  buying  power  in 
1914-16  that  new  agricultural  machinery  has  not  been  purchased  in 
the  usual  quantities,  but  with  a  restoration  of  normal  conditions 
American  manufacturers  will  doubtless  find  larger  markets  than  ever 
before. 

A  decennial  record  of  our  exports  of  agricultural  implements  in 
the  half  century  from  1863  to  1913,  the  high-record  year,  with  an 
estimate  indicating  the  big  drop  in  1915,  is  presented  in  the  follow- 
ing table  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce (amounts  for  1863  and  1915  being  estimated) : 

Flscnl  year.  Value. 

1863 $500, 000 

1873 2, 000, 000 

1883 3, 900, 000 

1893 4, 700,000 

1003 - 21, 000, 000 

1913 40. 600. 000 

1915 10, 500, 000 
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A  comparison  of  oxrr  exports  of  agricultural  impkments  to  lead- 
ing markets  for  the  eleven  months  ending  May  31,  1914  and  1915,  is 
shown  by  the  following  table : 


Exportadto— 

Eleven  months  ending 
May  31- 

1»14 

WIS 

t6, 438, 000 
3,884,000 
3,132,000 
1,062,000 
4,U7,000 
2,842,000 
4.216,000 
1,445,000 
3,136,000 

$83,000 

Frftp  w J ,  1 

1,153,000 

20,000 

1Tiiit4Mi  Kingdom 

704,000 

1,481,000 

Canada , 

1.643,000 

1,455,000 

Atriea 

542.000 

3,3(9,000 

ToUl 

30,302,000 

9,460,000 

PLAN  TO  MANTJFACTTJEE  CEMEIIT  IN  BEAZIL 

[ContuI  Bobert  Frazer,  Jr.,  Baliia,  June  16.] 

A  Government  concession  to  use  certain  large  deposits  of  shells  in 
the  Bay  of  Bahia,  suitable  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  cement,  is 
held  by  two  residents  of  this  city.  They  have  studied  the  feasibility 
of  erecting  a  cement  factory  here,  and  have  had  the  materials  they 
propose  to  use  and  some  cement  made  experimentally  from  those  ma- 
terials analyzed,  claiming  very  satisfactory  resulte.  They  believe 
that  a  product  equal  in  every  way  to  the  best  imported  cement  could 
be  made  here  for  $2.50  or  $2.75  per  180.kilo  barrel  (396.83  poimds), 
as  against  the  minimum  cost  in  normal  times  of  $4.32  for  landing  an 
ordinary  grade  of  foreign  cement,  duty  paid. 

Their  idea  includes  Sie  erection  of  a  factory  in  a  small  harbor 
opening  off  the  large  Bay  of  Bahia,  at  a  point  where  steamers  can 
approach  to  within  100  feet  of  the  shore.  Near  this  site  are  great 
deposits  of  sea  shells,  mixed  with  coral,  and  an  especially  suitable 
clay.  One  of  several  beds  of  these  shells  is  1^  miles  long  by  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  wide,  and  has  been  tested  to  a  depth  of  7^  feet.  It 
is  exposed  at  low  water  and  the  shells  could  be  brought  the  3  miles  to 
the  factory  site  at  very  small  cost  in  lighters  or  native  sailing  craft. 
TTie  clay  would  be  accessible  by  a  short  tram  line. 


DECSEASEB  LEEDS  EZPOBTS  TO  TTNITED  STATES. 

[Consal  Homer  M.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  England,  July  1.] 

The  declared  exports  through  the  Leeds  consulate  to  the  United 
States  for  the  quarter  ended  Jime  30,  1916,  amoimted  to  $184,524, 
as  compared  with  $610,117  for  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1914. 
The  total  exports  for  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1915,  amounted 
to  $392,850,  as  compared  with  $1,222,957  for  the  corresponding  half 
year  of  1914.  The  decrease  may  be  said  to  be  almost  entirely  due  to 
conditions  brou^t  about  by  the  European  war. 
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FISHEBIES  OF  POBTITOAL  AN  IMPOBTANT  INDITSTBT. 

(Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  Portugal,  June  11.] 

The  fishing  industry  of  Portugal  is  one  of  the  country's  most  valu- 
able sources  of  income,  and  gives  employment  to  nearly  70,000 
persons.  Lisbon's  market  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  world,  in  the 
extent  and  variety  of  the  catch.  The  value  of  all  kinds  of  maritime 
fauna,  including  crustaceans,  taken  in  Portuguese  waters  during 
1914  is  estimated  at  $8,000,000. 

Official  statistics  published  recently  of  the  varieties  and  the  value 
of  the  catch  for  the  four  years  1910-1913,  for  Portugal  and  the 
Azores  and  Madeira  Islands,  show: 


Varieties. 

1913 

1913 

1911 

1910 

IN  SEA  WATER. 
CodBsh , ,. 

•354,761 

99,566 

69.231 

48,337 

2,743,462 

20,533 

523 

3,530,990 

11,364 

461,794 

14,301 

•300, 197 

171,383 

72,820 

49.655 

2,401,920 

14,735 

1,034 

8,M8,721 

13,iS4 

452,942 

14,878 

3400,385 

105,231 

58.931 

59,078 

3,337,750 

17  820 

1,151 

2,938,425 

11,278 

363,606 

18,385 

3440,018 

Crabs 

98,510 

Flatfish 

61,460 

Lobsters 

79,503 

Iflscellaneous 

2,2^^608 

IfusselsandotiMTSlMUs 

11^3»» 

Oysters 

2,200 

Sardines 

3,943,778 

81963 

Tunny. , 

350,494 

Whale 

23,790 

Total 

7,361,761 

6,880,750 

6.291,831 

«,  354, 613 

m  TIDB  WATRB. 
Eels 

1^777 

77^11$ 

766 

52,156 

4,663 

80,276 

444 

40,340 

6,172 

48,931 

719 

52,627 

3,864 

HIsceUaneoas 

53,147 

ftehnvn     , ,                      

483 

Bbad 

70,647 

Total 

140,801 

125,532 

108,449 

128,040 

Grand  total 

7,408,562 

7,016,291 

6,400,280 

6,382,653 

nsB  IN  nsBiTAnB. 
Eels                               

Jr«ni5<r. 

23,764 

88 

170,460 

iftimier. 
7.075 

130^400 

NunbtT. 
12,480 
170 
164,680 

Number. 
8,792 

138 

Shad 

339,500 

Flshintr  Season  Lasti  Six  Xonths. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  fishing  is  done  in  the  six  months  from 
July  to  December,  April  being  the  poorest  month  in  results. 

Thirty-eight  Portuguese  vessels  are  engaged  in  fishing  for  cod, 
leaving  for  the  Grand  Banks  of  Newfoundland  in  April  and  May, 
and  returning  to  their  home  ports  in  the  autumn.  The  value  of  the 
catch,  number  of  vessels,  number  of  crew,  etc.,  engaged  in  this  work 
for  the  four  years  1910-1913  were: 


Articles. 

1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

OUANTITT. 

Codfish pounds.. 

Cod  liver  oil do — 

6,703,505 
67,553 

8,497,403 
97,437 

11,761,880 
108,916 

10,833,643 
84,804 

TALDB  or  CATCB. 

Codflsh 

3251,730 
3,021 

3365,5(9 
3,618 

3486,331 
4,054 

3436,408 

3,610 

ToUl 

254,731 

309,197 

490,385 

440,018 

Niunber  of  vessels 

3S 
7,265 
1,199 
1,301 

3569.806 
16,121 

37 
7,f3S 
1,156 
1,211 

39 
7,270 
1,007 
1,099 

28 

<,529 

Number  of  canoes    . 

793 

Number  of  crew 

888 

Value  of  vessels  and  canoes 

3523,716 
16,036 

3461,588 
18,738 

3418,268 

21,780 

Total 

686,017 

539,752 

480,336 

440,028 
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YesMla  of  All  Oetoxiptlont  Employed. 

The  industry  gives  occupation  to  more  than  40,000  persons  direct 
and  to  many  thousands  more  indirectly  in  the  packing  factories,  etc. 
Nearly  12,000  vessels  of  all  descriptions  are  employed.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  number  and  value  of  the  vessels,  the  equipment, 
the  number  of  fishermen,  etc. : 


Year. 

Vessels. 

Number 
of  fisher- 
men. 

Value  of 
vessels. 

Value  of 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

equipment. 

MIO 

11,213 
11,180 
10,811 
11,580 

42,431 

48,754 
48,485 
48,430 

29,525 

31,8A5 
41,199 
43,813 

S3, 007,015 
2,340,300 
3,530,489 
2,888,084 

12,325,012 

1911 

2,336,947 
2,446,709 

1912 

1913 

2,514,655 

Not  the  least  interesting  part  of  the  fishing  industry  is  the  catch  of 
lobsters,  which  are  f oimd  for  the  most  part  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  country  (between  Povoa  and  Vianna  do  Castello),  between 
Buarcos  and  Ericeira,  near  the  Cape  of  Espichel,  at  the  bar  of  Setubal, 
and  at  the  island  of  St.  Michael's,  Azores.  About  150,000  crusta- 
ceans are  captured  annually,  and  the  value  is  $50,000.  Of  these,  40 
per  cent  are  consumed  locally,  34  per  cent  exported  to  Spain,  and  26 
per  cent  to  France. 

PortngncM  Lobster  Has  Fine  Flavor. 

The  Portuguese  lobster  (spiny  lobster,  Pdlinurus  wtgaris)  has  a 
fine  flavor  and  is  in  good  demand.  Prices  at  the  public  market  range 
from  $0.50  to  $1.25  each. 

In  former  years  the  rivers  which  discharge  on  the  coast  of  Portu- 
gal were  well  stocked  with  fresh-water  and  also  with  migratory  fish 
which  came  into  the  streams  to  lay  their  eggs  and  then  returned  to 
sea.  In  recent  years  the  number  of  fish  has  decreased  greatly.  The 
famous  trout  of  the  Canado,  Mondago,  and  Zezere  are  rare.  The 
catch  of  Savel  in  the  River  Tagus  is  still  of  considerable  importance. 


CASH  BESOTTBCES  OF  THE  BANE  OF  SPAIN. 

[Connil  Bobertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Jane  10.] 

The  statement  of  the  Banco  de  Espana  (Bank  of  Spain),  just 
published,  shows  that  there  is  on  hand  gold  coin  of  foreign  countries 
to  the  amount  of  240,884,120  pesetas,  equivalent  to  $46,490,635  United 
States  currency ;  gold  coin  of  Spain,  329,147,062  pesetas,  or  $63,525,- 
556;  and  bar  gold  to  the  value  of  40,571,060  pesetas,  or  $7,830,214; 
a  total  of  610,603,142  pesetas,  equivalent  to  $117,846,405  United 
States  gold. 

In  Spanish  silver  there  is  366,300,000  pesetas,  or  $70,695,900,  mak- 
ing the  total  cash  on  hand  976,903,142  pesetas,  or  $188,542,305. 
,  The  bank  values  the  American  gold  at  5.18  pesetas  per  dollar,  the 
British  sovereign  at  25.20  pesetas,  and  the  German  mark  at  1.23 
pesetas.  Of  the  gold  holdings,  as  above,  the  bank  has  French  francs 
to  the  number  of  158,900,000,  British  sovereigns  2,788,000,  and  840,000 
'Americani  dollars.   The  gold  peseta  and  the  franc  are  at  par. 
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POITLTBT  EXHIBindH  DT  BKAZH. 

[Consal  Cl«neral  Alfred  L.  Horean  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  lane  22.] 

The  second  annual  national  Brazilian  poultry  exhibition,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Brazilian  Poultry  Association,  will  be  held  in 
Eio  de  Janerio,  Brazil,  September  5  to  8, 1915. 

The  exhibition,  besides  containing  displays  of  live  thoroughbred 
fowl,  will  also  have  a  section  for  poultry  appliances  and  apparatus, 
foods,  remedies,  etc. 

This  consulate  general  has  arranged  with  Mr.  Curtis  E.  Huebener, 

Sroprietor  and  manager  of  "Avicultura  Americana"  (American 
'omtry  Farm),  whose  address  is  Rua  de  Pedreira,  58,  Cascadura, 
Rio  de  Janerio,  Brazil,  to  look  after  the  interests  of  American  manu- 
facturers of  these  classes  of  goods  at  the  exhibition,  and  it  is  believed 
to  be  a  propitious  time  and  an  exceptional  opportunity  for  American 
firms  to  introduce  their  products  and  eventually  build  up  a  substan- 
tial trade  here. 

Mr.  Huebener,  who  is  an  American,  was  engaged  in  the  poultry 
business  in  the  United  States  and  about  two  years  ago  established 
his  farm  here,  importing  all  of  liis  original  stock  (comprising  about 
25  varieties)  and  appliances  from  the  United  States.  His  standing 
in  the  poultry  fraternity  here  is  high,  and  at  the  first  exhibition — 
held  last  year — he  carried  off  honors  with  35  gold,  17  silver,  and  9 
bronze  medals  on  his  live  stock,  besides  a  number  of  premiums  on 
appliances. 

The  coming  show  will  undoubtedly  hold  a  large  exhibition  of 
English-made  goods  which  maintain  local  representations  here,  and 
unless  American  manufacturers  act  at  once  their  products  will  be 
unrepresented. 

Classes  of  Ooods  Desired. 

Mr.  Huebener  is  especially  interested  in  the  following  goods:  Incu- 
bators and  brooders,  including  hovers  for  extensive  brooder  houses, 
drinking  and  feeding  appliances,  poultry  foods  and  remedies,  capon- 
izing  and  other  poultry  veterinary  instruments,  trap  nests,  poultry 
journals  and  other  periodicals,  etc. 

He  has  already  made  arrangements  with  his  New  York  agents, 
K.  Mandell  &  Co.,  90  West  Street,  New  York  City,  to  receive  and  for- 
ward shipments.  Mr.  Huebener  will  pay  the  ocean  freight  and  other 
expenses  incidental  to  shipment  from  New  York  to  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
as  well  as  customs  duties  here,  and  this  arrangement  should  prove 
acceptable  to  American  manufacturers  who  wish  to  furnish  him  with 
sample  goods  for  this  exhibition,  with  a  view  of  establishing  future 
agency  and  selling  connections  in  this  market.  After  the  exhibition 
is  closed  Mr.  Huebener  proposes  to  maintain  a  permanent  exhibition 
of  American  poultry  products  at  his  farm  near  Rio  de  Janeiro,  which 
is  daily  visited  by  all  classes  of  persons  interested  in  poultry  raising. 

American  manufacturers  who  are  interested  in  this  opportunity 
should  bear  in  mind  that  scarcely  sufficient  time  remains  to  get  goodb 
here  in  time  for  the  show  and  should  immediately  get  in  touch  with 
K.  Mandell  &  Co.,  who  will  bulk  the  various  shipments  into  several 
large  consignments. 

Such  articles  as  can  conveniently  be  sent  by  mail  or  parcel  post 
should  be  directed  as  follows :  "  Curtis  E.  Huebener,  Proprietario  da 
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Avicultura  Americana,.  Rua  da  Pedreira,  58,  Cascadura,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil,"  and  plainly  marked  "Amostras  Sem  Valor  Para  a 
Exposicao  de  Avicultura." 

Mr.  Huebener  also  invites  correspondence  from  American  maniif ac- 
turers  and  is  desirous  of  securing  catalogues  and  price  lists.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English  or  Portuguese. 


HIGH  PEICES  FOE  TAETAE  PEODUCTS. 

Among  other  articles  of  Italian  production  that  have  taken  on  a 
much  firmer  tone  in  the  markets  since  Italy's  entrance  into  the  war 
may  be  mentioned  the  tartar  products — argol,  or  crude  tartar,  tartaric 
acid,  and  cream  of  tartar.  These  articles  are  by-products  of  the 
great  Italian  and  French  wine  industries,  especially  of  that  in  Sicily, 
the  ar^l  forming  as  a  crust  on  the  sides  of  the  vats  during  fermenta- 
tion. Refinement  is  effected  by  recrystallization.  Some  taWar  is  ob- 
tained in  most  other  countries  where  wine  is  made,  especially  in 
Portugal  and  Spain,  but  Italy  and  France  still  remain  the  chief 
sources. 

The  United  States  imports  most  of  its  tartar  in  the  form  of  the 
crude  product  known  as  argol,  the  total  imports  of  which  during  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1914,  amounted  to  29,522,715  pounds.  This 
total  may  be  considered  as  slightly  above  the  average  annual  import. 
Italy  supplied  12,629,107  pounds  and  France  12,407,111  pounds.  The 
imports  for  the  first  10  months  of  1915  fell  about  2,000,000  pounds 
below  the  total  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year, 
although  for  April  there  was  a  noticeable  increase.  Imports  of  tar- 
taric acid  for  the  fiscal  year  1914  amounted  to  848,575  pounds  and  of 
cream  of  tartar  to  812,857  pounds,  figures  that  reveal  a  remarkable 
increase  over  the  78,942  pounds  and  66,718  pounds,  respectively,  re- 
corded for  the  previous  year.  This  increased  importation  followed 
the  tariff  reduction  that  Became  effective  in  October,  1913. 

Cream  of  tartar  and  tartaric  acid  are  used  extensively  in  the  manu- 
facture of  baking  powders,  effervescent  drinks,  Seidlitz  powders,  etc., 
and  also  in  various  dyeing  processes.  They  have  never  been  manu- 
factured on  a  large  scale  in  the  United  States  from  domestic  argol, 
although  some  progress  has  been  made  in  that  direction  in  California, 
where  it  should  be  possible  to  increase  the  output  greatly  if  the  pres- 
ent high  prices  continue.  On  July  12  the  wholesale  price  of  cream 
of  tartar  was  35  cents  a  pound,  which  was  an  increase  of  11  cents  over 
the  price  immediately  before  the  war  and  a  jump  of  5  cents  within  a 
month.  Tartaric  acid  was  selling  at  44^  cents  a  pound  on  July  12, 
which  represents  an  increase  of  about  14  cents  since  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities.  It  also  has  been  showing  great  firmness  for  .a  month  or 
more.  The  price  of  argol  has  not  been  affected  by  the  war,  the  quota- 
tion of  2i  to  18  cents  a  poimd  on  July  12  being  almost  identical  with 
that  of  a  year  previous. 

PEOPOSED  INCEEASE  IN  ETTSSIAJT  COTTON  ACEEA6E. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Uoscow,  Jane  12.] 

It  has  been  decided  to  appropriate  new  credits  in  Russia  for  the 
extension  of  the  area  sown  to  cotton  in  Turkestan,  the  Caucasus,  and 
in  the  Province  of  Astrakhan  on  the  Caspian  coast. 
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GBEEE  DEHAin)  FOB  JTJTE  AND  GOTTOH  BAGS. 

[Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Greece,  June  10.] 

The  market  of  Patras  annually  consumes  400,000  to  500,000  jute 
bags  in  the  exportation  of  currents.  The  supply  has  come  heretofore 
from  India,  but  some  efforts  are  reported  to  have  been  made  to  intro- 
duce the  American-made  jute  bag,  although  without  success,  owing 
to  the  unsatisfactory  quality  of  the  latter.  The  bags  used  in  the 
current  trade  are  known  as  the  half  bag  and  the  quarter  bag.  Dimen- 
sions and  weight  of  the  former  are:  Width,  24|  inches;  length,  33| 
inches;  weight  19  ounces.  Of  the  latter:  Width,  19 J  inches;  length, 
27  inches;  weight,  8  ounces.  Slight  variations  from  these  are  ac- 
cepted. It  is  the  practice  to  have  the  half  bag  to  contain  112  pounds 
of  fruit,  and  the  quarter  bag  contain  56  pounds.  (Samples  of  these 
bags  may  be  inspected  by  application  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.) 

The  prices  asked  to-day  by  British  manufacturers  are  $16.20  per 
hundred  for  half  bags  and  $9.11  for  quarter  bags,  prices  being  c.  i.  f. 
Patras.    Prices  of  bags  have  recently  advanced  some  30  per  cent. 

Shortage  Expected  Before  End  of  Tear. 

This  market  is  controlled  by  one  or  two  importers  here.  They 
claim  to  have  in  sight  a  suflScient  supply  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
market  for  the  near  future.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  there  will 
be  a  shortage  of  bags  before  the  year  is  out,  as  it  becomes  more 
and  more  difficult  to  secure  stocks  from  former  markets,  and  a  corner 
of  the  local  market  might  result. 

The  currant  season  opens  on  August  23,  and  from  that  date  to  the 
close  of  the  calendar  year  there  is  usually  a  sharp  demand  for  bags, 
two-thirds  of  the  annual  exports  of  currants  being  effected  within 
that  period.  The  bags  are  received  in  bond,  and  are  reexported  (if 
within  two  years) .  free  of  import  duty. 

There  is  also  a  good  demand  here  for  cotton  bags  such  as  are  used 
for  cement.  One  firm  has  recently  estimated  its  needs  as  perhaps 
500,000  bags  per  annum.  Bags  should  be  shipped  in  bales,  about  the 
size  of  ordinai-y  cotton  bales,  and  similarly  strapped. 

Shipping  Qnotations  an  Important  Feature. 

It  is  preferable  that  quotations  be  made  c.  i.  f.  Patras  rather  than 
f.  o.  b.  New  York,  since  local  importers  state  that  it  is  difficult  for 
them  to  secure  exact  quotations  from  New  York  to  Patras.  Inter- 
ested American  firms  might  secure  such  quotations  promptly  by  ad- 
dressing The  National  Steam  Navigation  Co.  (Ltd.)  of  Greece,  45 
Pearl  Street,  New  York,  the  only  line  running  from  New  York  di- 
rect to  Greece.  It  is  probable  that  if  prices  and  goods  are  satisfac- 
tory, payments  could  be  arranged  to  suit  sellers. 

If  interested  American  firms  will  send  to  this  consulate  samples  of 
their  several  baggings,  jute  and  cotton,  tagging  each  sample  clearly 
with  prices  for  the  different  sizes,  and  indicating  if  prices  are  c.  i.  f. 
Patras,  the  consulate  will  take  pleasure  in  having  the  samples  dis- 
played foi-  the  benefit  of  local  dealers.  It  would  be  well  to  have  all 
possible  necessary  data  on  file  with  the  consulate,  in  the  Qveut  that, 
firms  should  wish  to  communicate  by  telegraph. 
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FOBEIOIT  TABIFF8. 
BRITISH  OUIAITA. 

[Contnil  G.  E.  Chamberlain,  Apr.  1,  1915.] 
Hew  Tariff. 

The  Customs  Duties  Ordinance,  1915,  promulgated  March  31  and 
effective  until  December  31,  1915,  continues  in  force  the  rates  pre- 
scribed by  former  tariffs,  with  the  exception  of  those  applicable  to 
flour,  cartridges,  and  certain  patent  medicines.  The  duty  on  flour 
has  been  increased  from  $1.05  to  $1.15  per  barrel  (British  preferen- 
tial rate,  $0.90),  and  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  60  per  cent  (British 
preferential  rate,  40  per  cent)  has  been  substituted  for  the  former 
specific  duty  of  $1.50  per  100  for  loaded  and  $0.50  per  100  for  un- 
loaded shells.  Patent  medicines  containing  not  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  proof  spirit,  which  were  formerly  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  16J 
per  cent  ad  valorem  prescribed  for  articles  not  specified  in  the  tariff, 
are  now  subject  to  a  duty  of  27^  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Export  Snty  on  Sngar. 

Another  ordinance  promulgated  in  British  Guiana  on  the  same  date 
provides  for  an  export  duty  of  $0.85  per  ton  on  sugar  and  establishes 
excise  taxes  on  rum  and  ^irits  produced  in  the  colony.  [Barrel, 
196  pounds;  ton  (British),  2,240  pounds.] 

CAHAOA. 

[Consul  FeUz  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  May  17,  1015.] 
Postal  Kegulatlons  for  Catalognei. 

It  has  been  the  custom  among  some  American  firms  to  send  cata- 
logues to  Canada  with  the  following  notice  on  the  wrapper:  "If 
this  catalogue  is  not  called  for  in  30  days,  kindly  hand  it  to  some 
one  else."  This  practice  should  be  discontinued,  in  view  of  the  fol- 
lowing instructions  recently  issued  by  the  Canadian  Government 
to  its  postmasters : 

It  is  believed  that  to  allow  thla  request  to  be  complied  with  would  lead  to 
greet  abuse  In  connection  with  the  delivery  of  mail  matter,  as  the  rcgulatlona 
strictly  forbid  the  delivery  of  an  article  of  mail  matter  to  any  person  other 
than  the  addressee,  and  postmasters  are  accordingly  instructed  to  ignore  any 
request  of  this  character  and  to  treat  the  matter  bearing  such  a  request  In  the 
regular  manner  prescribed  by  the  postal  regulations. 

[Customs  Memorandum  No.  1927-B,  June  10,  1015.] 
Sestrietions  on  Potatoes  from  United  States. 

In  connection  with  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  into  Canada 
of  potatoes  originating  in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Maine,  it  is 
now  required  that  potatoes  from  other  localities  when  shipped  to 
Canada  by  way  of  either  of  the  foregoing  States  shall  be  accom- 
panied by  a  certificate  indicating  their  origin.  Potatoes  will  not  be 
admitted  upon  arrival  at  a  Canadian  customhouse  except  upon  pres- 
entation of  such  a  certificate.  [For  previous  notice  regarding  the 
prohibition  of  certain  potatoes  from  the  United  States  in  Canada,  see 
Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  p.  56.] 

CETLOH. 
[Consul  Walter  A.  Leonard,  Colombo,  Dec  30,  1014.] 
Xaereate  on  Spirits  and  Tobaooo. 

A  recent  enactment  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Ceylon  provides 
fOT  increased  rates  of  duty  on  spirits  and  on  raw  and  manufactured 
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tobacco.  The  duty  on  spirits  like  brandy,  gin,  rum,  and  whisky  is 
raised  from  7  to  9.37  rupees  per  proof  gallon  (rupee,  32.4  cents; 
proof  gallon,  1.374  United  States  proof  gallons).  The  duties  on 
other  spirits  are  raised  from  6  to  8  rupees  per  gallon  (15003  United 
States  gallons),  aiid  from  8  to  9.37  rupees  per  proof  gallon.  The 
duty  on  snuff,  tobacco,  and  cigars  and  cigarettes  is  increased  from 
1.50  to  3  rupees  per  pound;  on  other  manufactured  tobacco,  from 
1.40  to  3  rupees  per  pound;  and  on  unmaAufactured  tobacco,  from 
0.75  to  1.50  rupees  per  pound. 

CHILE. 
(Boletfn  OBclal  de  Adoanas,  Nov.  10,  1914.] 
ClassMoatlon  of  Windmills. 

A  customs  decision  of  November  9,  1914,  assimilates  windmills  to 
motors  of  all  kinds,  which  are  dutiable  under  No.  3384  of  the  Chilean 
customs  tariff  at  5  per  cent  ad  valorem  (calculated  on  the  official 
valuation  of  0.70  peso  per  kilo,  gross  weight).  [Peso,  $0,365;  kilo, 
2.2046  pounds.] 

[Boletln  Ofldal  de  Adimnaa,  Dec.  10,  1Q14.] 
Continiuuioe  of  Valuation  Tariff. 

A  Chilean  decree  of  November  30,  1914,  provides  that  the  present 
valuation  tariff  shall  continue  in  force  without  modification  during 
1915.  • 

EONDTntAS. 
[Consul  E.  H.  Lawton,  Tegucigalpa,  June  1,  1915.] 
Sttpplementary  Charges  on  Imports. 

In  addition  to  the  customs  duties  and  the  surtax  of  5  per  cent 
gold  levied  on  articles  imported  into  Honduras,  there  are  a  number 
of  supplementary  charges  which  serve  to  increase  materially  the 
cost  of  such  products  to  the  importer  in  that  country.  Thus  there 
are  levied  on  all  imports,  free  as  well  as  dutiable,  a  toll  tax  (peaje) 
of  2  centavos  per  kilo  and  a  road  and  warehouse  tax  (acarreo  y 
vstiba)  of  1  centavo  per  kilo.  Goods  destined  for  the  interior  of 
the  country  are  subject  to  a  sanitary  tax  of  10  centavos  per  46  kilos, 
and  on  those  for  use  in  the  port  oi  importation  a  similar  tax  of  15 
centavos  per  46  kilos  is  imposed.  In  addition,  a  municipal  tax  of 
1  peso  per  46  kilos  is  levied  on  all  articles  taken  into  the  city  of 
Tegucigalpa,  which  is  the  capital  of  the  country  and  an  important 
distributing  center.  There  is  also  a  charge  of  approximately  4.50 
pesos  on  every  shipment  for  stamped  paper  required  for  customs 
clearance. 

Calculated  on  the  latest  reported  value  of  the  Honduran  peso,  the 
foregoing  charges  (not  including  tiie  tax  for  stamped  paper)  amount 
to  about  $0.54  per  100  pounds  on  products  intended  ^r  the  interior 
of  the  country,  and  on  those  destined  for  or  passing  through 
Tegucigalpa  to  about  $0.90  per  100  pounds.  It  need  nardly  be 
pointed  out  that  on  a  number  of  products  these  supplementary  dues 
amount  to  but  little  less  than  the  import  duties,  and  in  some  few 
cases  they  actually  exceed  the  latter. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  Honduras  both  import  duties  and  addi- 
tional charges  are  levied  on  the  gross  weight  of  the  articles,  the  im- 
portance of  reducing  the  weight  of  all  packing  as  much  as  possible 
will  readily  be  realized.  [All  the  foregoing  rates  are  given  in 
Honduran  silver  pesos.  Peso  (100  centavos)  reported  July  1,  1915, 
OS  worth  $0,367.] 
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ITALY. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  June  17,  1015.] 
Coatinuaiice  of  ConTentlonal  Bates. 

.  In  accordance  with  an  Italian  decree  of  May  31,  1915,  the  conven- 
tional rates  of  the  Italian  customs  tariff  provided  for  by  the  com- 
mercial treaty  with  Austria-Hungary  are  to  be  applied  for  the  pres- 
ent to  imports  from  countries  entitled  to  most-favored-nation  treat- 
ment, notwithstanding  the  suspension  of  the  treaty  referred  to. 

mCARAOUA. 
[La  Gaceta,  Mar.  20,  1915.] 
Exemption  of  Lumber  from  Export  Duty. 

A  Nicaraguan  law  promulgated  March  20, 1915,  and  in  effect  from 
that  date,  suspends  until  six  months  after  the  close  of  the  European 
war  the  export  duties  of  5  and  3  cordobas  per  1,000  kilos,  respectively, 
on  lumber  shipped  from  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ports  of  the  coun- 
try. The  export  duty  on  rubber  is  suspended  for  tlie  same  period. 
[Cordoba,  $0.60;  kilo,  2.2046  poimds.] 

ST.  LirCLA. 
[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  June  10,  1015.] 
'  Snrtax  on  Imports. 

The  Customs  Tariff  Ordinance,  1915,  which  was  enacted  May  6, 1915, 
and  is  to  remain  in  force  imtil  June  30, 1916,  provides  for  the  impo- 
sition of  a  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  all  dutiable  articles 
imported  into  St.  Lucia,  with  the  following  exceptions:  Beer,  ale, 
porter,  and  whisky;  tobacco,  raw  and  manufactured,  of  all  kinds; 
com  meal,  rice,  sugar,  cottonseed  oil,  dried  and  salted  fish,  and  meat, 
salted  or  cured  (except  bacon,  hams,  and  tongues) ;  live  animals ; 
salt  (except  table  salt),  common  soap,  matches,  kerosene  oil,  and  coaL 
The  new  enactment  is  not  to  affect  the  tariff  preference  of  20  per  cent 
of  the  du^  allowed  on  certain  imports  from  Canada,  Newfoundland, 
and  the  tfnited  Kingdom. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  general  increase,  the  rates  on  whisky, 
beer,  ale,  porter,  and  on  manufactured  tobacco  of  all  kinds  have  been 
materially  increased.  Machinery  for  irrigation,  mining,  and  for  in- 
dustries of  all  kinds  has  been  removed  from  the  list  of  articles  exempt 
from  duty  and  is,  accordingly,  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  16^  per  cent  ad 
valorem  (including  surtax),  applicable  to  articles  not  specified  in  the 
tariff. 
Temporary  Ex]^rt  Saties. 

The  Export  Duties  Ordinance,  1916,  promulgated  May  6,  and  effec- 
tive until  March  31,  1916,  imposes  export  duties  on  the  following 
products  shipped  from  the  colony:  Cocoa;  sugar  (other  than  mus- 
covado) ;  lime  juice  and  lime  oil;  allspice;  and  hardwood  (other  than 
logwood  and  firewood). 

SALYASOB. 
[Dlarlo  Oficlal,  June  10,  1016.] 
Exemption  of  Indigo  from  Export  Duty. 

A  presidential  decree  of  Salvador,  in  effect  June  10, 1915,  abolishes 
the  temporary  export  duty  of  $0.20  American  gold  per  kilo  gross  on 
indigo,  which  was  imposed  by  decree  of  December  17,  1914.  [See 
Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  p.  53.] 
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NEW  STOCK  OFFEBINOS  IN  LONDON  HABKET. 

[Compiled  from  July  3  issue  of  ttie  Statist,  London,  EngUnd.] 

In  considering  the  amount  of  new  capital  which  the  United  King- 
dom is  subscribing  at  present,  account  must  be  taken  of  the  great 
war  loans  placed  from  time  to  time,  and  when  this  is  done  it  is  evi- 
dent that  never  has  the  British  public  subscribed  capital  so  freely 
as  now.  Besides  subscribing  for  the  war  loan  of  last  year  of  $1,703,- 
275,000  (the  greater  part  of  which  was  paid  up  in  the  half  year  just 
ended),  there  was  provided  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  the  sum 
of  $446,377,707. 

Of  this  total,  $199,835,581— or  $36,514,566  more  than  in  January- 
June,  1914 — was  for  use  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  the  British  colonies 
were  provided  with  $112,895,870 — ^less  than  one-third  the  amount 
supplied  them  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year;  and  foreign 
countries  asked  for  $133,646,256 — or  less  than  half  their  requirements 
a  year  ago.  These  amounts  are  over  and  above  the  sums  supplied  by 
the  Government  and  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  war  loans. 

Changes  In  Destination  of  Capital. 

Badical  changes  occurred  in  the  destination  of  the  capital  sub- 
scribed during  the  half  year  just  ended,  as  the  following  table  dis- 
closes: 


Conntries. 

ICll 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1915 

tsmsa  FO8BCSSI0HS 

194,545,367 
16,031,964 
37,689,830 
34.414,463 
3,099.257 
6,993,379 
1,880,093 

1105,059,433 
30,236,206 
16,713,600 
16,073,164 
4,120,767 
6,378,205 
997,633 

$131,848,057 

61, 131,537 

24,887,646 

16,  m, 353 

423,386 

3,474.370 

3,976,351 

$191,558,185 
91,507,963 
47,678,058 
16,821,291 
7,499,155 
3,655,231 
6,859,078 

140,896,849 

Anstntasia 

38,328,423 
16,604,470 
13,477,373 

South  Alrica 

British  West  A(ri« 

Ptmftf*  fvttlentents 

588,847 

Other  colonies 

Total,  British  possessions. . 

172,653,857 

169,579,008 

291,482,700 

364,778,961 

113,895,870 

rOBBION  COUMTEIES. 

28,773,181 
7,755,464 

60,353,068 
1,264,088 

45,384,979 
3,747,203 

62,336,128 

9,270,682 

45,842,430 

32,656,648 

8,492,500 

38,306,685 

Austria 

■pAijinii , 

Bruil 

64,293,894 

11,756,063 

7,564,974 

30,813,887 

44,361,174 
5,063,035 

96,967,198 

11,704,843 

32,483,946 

4,903,999 

Chile 

China 

Cuba 

194,600 

m,w 

Denmark 

14.234,512 
2,354,169 

Dutch  Indies 

3,390,734 

964,175 

579,673 

304,  IM 
46,331,750 

France 

Greece 

3,342,361 

8,0(1,399 
17,580,231 

Hungary 

Japan  

28,015,020 
5,364,789 
14,227,213 

15,723,355 

9,197,354 

32,201,037 

Uexioo 

i9,7ii,676 
32,349,411 

3,075,638 
52,545.435 
12,518.585 
32,696,101 

6,253,973 

121  663 

Russia 

46,331,750 
3,141,360 

Spain 

United  States 

90,162,171 
33,383,336 

61,933,393 
31,755,450 

61,046,656 
11,160,879 

Otberforeign 

97,831 

Total  foreign  countries 

329,240,975 

388,460,634 

320,423,907 

292,103,973 

133,646,356 

Colonies  and  foreign 

601,894,832 
91,043,393 

458,039,642 
130,711,883 

611.886,667 
124,296,342 

650,882,924 
163,321,015 

246,542,136 
199,836,581 

United  Kingdom 

592,938,334 

588,761,535 

736,183,009 

830,203,939 

446,377,707 

In  the  foregoing  calculations  only  the  actual  simis  raised,  and  not 


conversion  issues,  are  included. 
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Purposes  for  Wliielt  OaplUl  was  Snbseribed. 

Equally  striking  changes  are  to  be  noted  in  the  purposes  for  which 
capital  was  subscribed  in  January-June,  1915.  British  Government 
securities  were  bought  to  the  extent  of  six  times  their  value  in  the 
first  half  of  1914,  whereas  municipal  bonds  aggregated  only 
$1,703,275  against  $85,525,149.  Subscriptions  to  railway  stocks  were 
less  than  one-third  and  to  other  classes  of  commercial  securities  less 
than  one-tenth  their  corresponding  values  last  year. 

The  purposes  for  which  capital  was  subscribed  by  Great  Britain 
during  January-June  of  each  of  the  last  five  years  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Class  ol  fecnrlty. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  Klnedom 

t8,915,024 
16,351,440 
11,947,358 
50,884,066 

$14,495,883 
13,577,535 
13,874,557 
16,884,207 

$24,055,207 

■"'72,"7«i,'633" 
199,221,945 

$29,819,478 

4,817,835 

201,646,265 

110,333,687 

$176,961,002 

Indian 

Colonial 

79,196,204 

Fonign 

116,652,675 

TeUl 

97,057,778 

58,832,273 

216,038,685 

346,617,266 

372,709,881 

ICmMpaUtlea: 

Unnad  Klmdom    

12,370,984 

1,818,854 

12,701,666 

" 

o*wim , ,   ..  , ,, ,,r. ,T 

15,649,589 

7,509,009 

20,907,146 
44,714,852 

43,758,W7 
15,006,602 

35,216.685 
48,612,899 

1,703,276 

Total 

35,529.582 

67,440,852 

58,765,499 

96,625,149 

1,703,275 

BaflwrnvK 

United  Kincdom 

3,017,330 

3,756,938 

18,7H3e5 

167,741,686 

4,550,178 

■"4»,"556,'24i' 
94,019,057 

4,933,414 
14,356,175 
106,861,279 
86,204,411 

9,370,682 
9  489,675 
70,962,787 
69,984,801 

8,525,320 

Indian 

168^^ 
13,044,687 

Ccdonial 

14,307,610 

Total •.•■•••••.... 

193,260,340 

148,125,476 

214,355,309 

150,707,945 

51,739,880 

Banks 

14,317,243 
1,167,960 

14,696,830 
1.306,637 

9,465,173 

6,888,020 
4,435,815 

520,(0$ 

rtuHil^  find  doolci! ■ . . . 

Commercica,  Indostrial,  etc 

SlaetricUcht  and  power 

Financial,  land,  inT«tm«nt,and 

88,495,015 
13,398,-309 

H,  554, 282 

3,795,386 

758,556 

10,023,759 

34,619,317 

1,288,338 

84,697,530 
23,419,331 

33,988,731 
6,897,858 
2,037,847 
29,060,329 
15,608,674 
641,463 

102,519,466 
12,180,966 

30,465,711 

4,342,913 

887,796 

20,218,186 

11,603,462 

3,303,137 

875,970 

15,298,329 

4,409,263 

10,424,009 

757,9.57 

3,880,968 

17,490,201 

62,234,004 
20,386,484 

38,416,579 
4, 357,  Ml 
1,075,083 

15,417,169 
5,473,596 
7,331,382 
1,386,953 
6,690,021 
2,350,252 

20,626,661 

57.5,853 

1,187,429 

18,521,101 

10,U1,755 
2,661,733 

218,993 

Qb8  and  w&ter .................. 

97,330 

194,660 

Inn,  cnO,  tt^d.  etc 

831,831 

Mines 

102,197 

Motor  traction 

Nitrate               

Ofl 

10,719,075 
12,564,743 
2,433,260 
2,552,479 
2,688,584 
14,814,419 

10,452,176 
8,266,212 
39,047,881 
764,527 
12,735,751 
32,261,158 

121,663 

Bobber 

949,941 

3,311,587 

Telegraphs  and  telephones 

Tramways 

2,102,328 

Orand  total 

367,090,615 

314,332,925 

247,023,516 

217,353,580 

20,224,712 

502,938,224 

588,751,625 

736,183,009 

820,203,939 

446,377,707 

GOOD  OIIVE  FBOSPECTS  IN  SOUTHEBN  FRANCE. 

IConsul  WlUlnm  Dulaner  Hunter,  Mice,  Jane  28.] 

The  outlook  of  the  1915-16  olive  crop  is  encouraging.  The  trees 
have  blossomed  abundantly,  and  the  fruit  is  commencing  to  develop 
favorably.  Heavy  rainfalls  during  June  have,  in  some  parts  of  the 
Maritime  Alps,  been  harmful  to  the  trees  in  blossom,  but  these  dam- 
ages are.  only  of  local  importance,  and  have  not  seriously  affected 
the  oatlook  ot  next  springes  olive  crop  in  the  whole  consular  district. 
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HAIL  OKSEES  FBOK  MANCHTTSIA. 

[Consul  General  P.  8.  Heictzlcman,  Mukden,  China,  June.  8.1 

The  present  facilities  accorded  by  the  parcel-post  agreement  be-< 
tween  the  United  States  and  Japan  offer  a  favorable  opportunity  for 
a  moderate  mail-order  trade  in  this  district,  not  only  to  American 
mail-order  houses,  but  also  to  such  American  manufacturing  and  ex- 

f>orting  firms  as  may  care  to  cater  to  small  orders  by  means  of  cata- 
ogues.  The  Japanese  Govemment  maintains  post  offices  at  all  the 
important  trading  points  in  South  Manchuria,  to  which  the  condi- 
tions of  the  parcel-post  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Japan  apply.  The  towns  in  which  the  post  offices  are  establi^ed 
number  29,  the  largest  of  which  are  the  following :  Antung,  Chang- 
chun, Dairen,  Kirin,  Laaoyang,  Mukden,  Newchwang,  Port  Arthur, 
and  Tiehling.  International  postal-money  orders  may  also  be  ob- 
tained at  these  offices  at  the  ordinary  rates. 
Specific  Information  Will  Overcome. Relnctance. 

The  Chinese  of  this  district,  generally  speaking,  are  unfamiliar 
with  foreign  trade  transactions,  and  are  therefore  reluctant  to  place 
large  orders  in  foreign  countries  without  first  seeing  samples,  and 
owing  to  language  disabilities  it  is  difficult  for  the  ordinary  Chinese 
to  understand  catalogues.  However,  in  the  case  of  selling  by  parcel 
post  these  difficulties  would  be  somewhat  lessened  by  the  fact  that  the 
seller  would  be  able  to  give  to  a  customer  the  exact  price  of  an  article 
laid  down  at  his  door  by  quoting  under  each  description  of  the  vari- 
ous articles  contained  in  the  catalogue  the  price,  weight,  and  postage 
rate. 

This  should  prove  a  profitable  and  effective  method  of  advertising 
the  products  of  American  houses  willing  to  fill  smfill  orders,  and 
might  eventually  lead  to  larger  and  more  frequent  orders.  The 
Chinese  like  to  do  things  by  themselves  and  their  commercial  endeav- 
ors are  always  accompanied  by  a  pronoimced  desire  to  excel,  and  once 
they  learn  tliat  they  can  buy  small  orders  of  goods  direct  from  Amer- 
ica, without  the  assistance  of  a  commission  agent,  that  inherent 
confidence  in  oneself  which  all  Chinese  possess  would  be  met,  and 
they  would  feel  encouraged  to  engage  in  larger  transactions.  The 
lines  in  which  there  should  be  a  moderate  demand  include  such  arti- 
cles as  men's  furnishings,  riding  equipment,  sporting  goods,  toilet 
requisites,  watches,  jewelry,  cutlery,  books,  stationery,  etc. 
Import  Dnty  is  Saved — ^Distrlbntion  of  Catalogfnes. 

In  this  connection  the  attention  of  Americans  interested  in  mail- 
order trade  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  goods  conveved  by  Japanese 
parcel  post  upon  entering  Manchuria  by  the  way  oi  Dairen  or  An- 
tung do  not  pay  Chinese  import  duty, 

I  would  suggest  that  mail-order  and  other  houses  in  the  United 
States  wishing  to  place  their  catalogues  in  the  above  lines  in  the 
hands  of  prospective  buyers  place  them  in  the  hands  of  some  party 
here  who  could  distribute  them  throughout  the  district  upon  request; 
Advertisements  might  also  be  placed  at  moderate  rates  in  the  native 
newspapers  stating  where  copies  can  be  obtained  upon  application. 
Careful  Packing  is  Necessary. 

It  is  important  that  all  parcels  destined  for  Manchuria  should  be 
packed  or  wrapped  in  such  manner  as  to  guarantee  their  arrival 
at  destination  in  good  condition.    It  must  be  plain  that  parcels  going 

Digitized  by  V^jOUyiC 


COHHEBOE  BEPOBTS.  307 

as  far  as  Manchuria  and  subject  to  the  rough  handling  incident  to 
rail  and  water  transshipments  demand  far  more  care  in  packing 
than  do  domestic  parcels. 

[The  names  of  Mukden  firms  which  would  probably  be  interested 
in  the  distribution  of  catalogues  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

MABEEI  FOB  HATS  IS  PABAGITAT. 

[Consul  Samnel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  June  10.] 
The  value  of  the  hats  imported  into  Paraguay  during  1913  was 
$123,121 ;  in  1914,  $40,854.  Of  these  amounts  Italy  furnished  $84,112 
in  1913  and  $24,026  in  1914,  practically  all  of  the  remainder  coming 
from  other  European  sources.  With  existing  conditions  in  Europe 
there  should  be  an  excellent  opportimity  for  American  hat  manufac- 
turers and  dealers  to  enter  this  market. 

The  hat  sold  here  in  greatest  quantity  is  the  soft  felt,  brim  2.36 
to  2.56  inches  wide;  crown,  5.12  to  5.91  inches  high;  shape,  alpine 
or  telescope.  The  color  selling  best  is  black.  The  demand  in  this 
style  of  hats  is  for  those  retailing  at  $1  to  $2  in  this  market.  There 
is  a  fair  sale  for  soft  felt  hats  of  better  grades,  retailing  locally  for 
$3  to  $5 ;  in  these  hats  black  is  the  prevailing  color,  and  the  f avoved 
shape  alpine.  A  well-known  brand  of  American  hat  is  on  sale  here, 
but  the  retail  price — ^$8  to  $10 — ^is  too  high  for  this  market,  and  few 
are  sold. 
Straws  and  Stiff  felts — Sites — ^loeal  Importers. 

Straw  hats  are  worn  from  August  to  March.  The  demand  is  for 
straw  sailors  of  cheap  gi'ades.  There  is  not  a  verj^  extensive  sale 
of  Panama  and  other  fine  straws  on  account  of  the  price.  The  styles 
in  straws  follow  those  of  Buenos  Aires.  There  is  a  fair  sale  of  black 
straw  hats,  chiefly  in  sailor  shapes,  for  mourning  wear. 

Stiff  felt  hats  are  worn  to  a  consideable  extent  in  Asuncion,  but 
their  use  is  not  general  tliroughout  the  country. 

Several  systems  of  marking  sizes  are  found  in  hats  on  sale  here. 
That  most  generally  understood  is  in  centimeters,  though  the  system 
used  for  American  nats  is  also  employed  here  to  some  extent. 

There  are  two  classes  of  hat  importers  here — those  who  import 
cheap  and  medium  grades  in  large  quantities  to  sell  at  wholesale  to 
rural  dealers,  and  those  who  import  small  quantities  of  better-grado 
hats  for  selling  at  retail.  A  list  of  importers  that  differentiates  be- 
tween these  two  classes  is  transmitted  [and  may  be  had,  upon  request, 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices], 
lenns  and  PacUng. 

The  terms  of  credit  given  by  Italian  hat  exporters  before  the  war 
were,  in  most  cases,  six  months  after  acceptance  of  draft.  Present 
terms  are  90  to  120  days  after  acceptance  of  draft. 

Hats  for  Paraguay  should  be  packed  one  dozen  to  the  pasteboard 
boxes  inclosed  in  strong  wooden  cases.  Hats  should  be  firmly  packed 
with  tissue  paper  or  other  material  to  prevent  their  being  knocked 
out  of  shape. 

[The  Argentine  market  for  imported  hats  was  discussed  in  Com- 
HEBCE  Befobts  for  Mar.  11  and  July  8, 1915 ;  that  of  Colombia  in  the 
iasue  for  Feb.  L] 
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AMEKICAN  GOODS  FOB  FOBTUOITESE  WEST  AFBICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Hnrry  A.  HcBrlde,  Boma,  Kongo,  May  20.] 

Before  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  a  large  and  steadily  in- 
creasing trade  in  Angola  (or  Portuguese  West  Africa)  had  been . 
built  up  by  German  firms.    Imports  into  the  colony  from  Ger- 
many were  valued  at  $852,112  in  1908,  $926,252  in  1910,  and  about 
$1,200,000  in  1912  (estimated). 

This  trade  was  made  possible  by  the  thorough  methods  employed 
by  the  importing  firms  and  representatives  of  German  export  houses 
in  Hamburg  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  local  dealers.  In 
Loanda,  the  capital  of  the  colony,  there  were  four  or  five  complete 
exhibits  of  every  sort  of  goods  suitable  for  the  Angola  trade.  (For 
description  of  one  of  the  sample  rooms  visited  by  the  writer,  see 
Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Keports  for  Oct.  1,  1914,  page  C.) 

In  some  instances  these  exhibits  were  operated  by  Gejrman  repre- 
sentatives sent  out  by  the  export  houses  and  in  others  by  Portuguese 
commission  agents.  Owing  to  the  present  conditions  in  Europe, 
however,  and  the  complete  interruption  of  communications  with  the 
Hamburg  houses,  the  source  of  supply  of  former  importations  is 
now  cut  off.  The  German  agencies  are  closed  and  the  Portuguese 
commission  houses  are  seeking  other  sources  for  the  purchase  of 
goods  in  order  that  their  business  may  not  suffer. 

This  offers  an  unuual  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  new 
articles,  which  is  being  taken  advantage  of  by  British,  Italian,  and 
other  exporters.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  American  manufacturers 
will  also  give  some  attention  to  this  market. 
Explanations  of  an  Importer. 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  at  this  consulate-general 
from  one  of  the  principal  Portuguese  commission  agents,  who  was 
formerly  a  representative  of  German  firms  and  operated  a  large  sam- 
ple room  at  Loanda.  It  is  a  comprehensive  statement  of  the  meth- 
ods of  doing  business  in  that  locality,  setting  forth  the  credit  system 
now  in  use,  etc.: 

In  the  first  place,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  only  reason  why  neither 
American  nor  British  trade  has  succeeded  in  Angola  to  the  same  degree  as  the 
German,  Is  because  the  exporters  in  the  United  States  and  England  refuse  to 
give  credit,  while  German  export  houses  by  following  the  credit  system  have 
met  with  considerable  success,  and  have  seen  their  capital  grow.  There  is  no 
getting  out  of  this  credit  rule:  "No  credit,  no  business." 

This  maxim  applies  to  cotton  goods,  iron  ware,  cutlery,  soft  goods, 
drinks  of  every  description,  preserved  food  products,  etc.,  we  may 
say  for  all  goods  excepting  agricultural  implements,  automobiles, 
steam  or  motor  boats,  portable  houses,  and  railway  material.    These 
last-named  goods  are  sold  one-third  of  cash  with  order,  or  even  half, 
and  the  balance  against  reception  of  bill  of  lading.    By  following 
this  method  of  dealing,  Germany,  through  her  export  houses,  has' 
been  able  to  secure  a  large  share  of  Angola's  trade,  and  though  she  • 
comes  third  on  the  list  of  importers  into  Angola,  it  is  really  through 
her  export  houses  that  most  of  the  goods  of  British,  Belgian,  Ameri- 
can, Norwegian,  Dutch,  Italian,  French,  and  other  manufacture  are 
introduced  into  this  country.    Thus  German  firms  have  been  making  - 
profit  on  goods  originating  in  many  countries. 

America  cnn  sell  to  ns  machinery  of  every  description,  sewing  maclilnes,  agri- 
cultural implements,  perfumery,  preserved  meats  and  fruits,  canned  fish,  and, 

Digitized  by  V^jUOyiC 


COliCMEBCB  BEPOBTS.  309 

Indeed,  more  or  less,  all  the  products  of  her  great  Industries.  But  In  order  to 
do  this  she  must  use  her  comiJetltors'  methods,  1.  e.,  ship  the  goocls  imd  draw  at 
six  months  from  the  date  of  invoice,' bill  of  lading  to  be  attached  to  draft  and 
to  be  delivered  against  acceptance  of  the  same.  This  is  the  manuer  in  which 
trade  is  carried  on  in  all  lines  except  machinery  and  the  other  goods  before 
mentioned.  I  know  that  American  traders  do  not  like  the  credit  system,  but 
past  experience  shows  that  it  has  worked  to  the  advantage  of  German  export 
firms  trading  in  Angola  for  the  past  12  years. 

I  would  very  willingly  undertake  the  sale  of  American  goods  In  Portuguese 
fWest  Africa  and  should  be  glad  to  receive  catalogues  and  samples  from  firms 
In  the  United  States  interested  in  this  market  I  should  do  my  best  to  Introduce 
the  lines  In  demand  here. 

There  Is  at  present  an  article  which.  If  Introduced  properly,  should  meet  with 
considerable  success  In  Angola.  This  is  American  cutlery,  which  is  already 
known  as  being  of  superior  quality.  A  good  exhibit  of  samples  would  surely 
bring  business. 

[The  address  of  the  writer  of  the  foregoing  letter  may  be  had  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches.] 

In  addition  to  the  suggestions  given,  it  must  be  taken  into  account 
that  the  success  of  German  trade  in  Angola  is  not  entirely  due  to 
the  extension  of  credit  to  the  merchants.  The  Grerman  steamship 
lines  from  Hamburg  to  the  West  Ck)ast,  touching  at  Loanda,  Ben- 
guella,  Lobito,  etc.,  have  also  been  an  important  factor,  but  since  the 
ontbreak  of  war  these  services  have  ceased. 
Artleles  in  Demand  and  Priees. 

In  December  last,  owing  to  the  interest  shown  by  the  importers 
and  traders  of  Angola  in  American  goods  and  the  opportunity  offered 
for  the  introduction  of  new  articles  in  that  colony,  a  line  of  samples 
of  textile  and  trade  goods,  and  also  a  specimen  copy  of  the  large, 
complete  catalogue  issued  by  European  firms  trading  m  West  Africa, 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  the  writer  and  filed  in  the 
branch  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
Room  409,  Customhouse,  New  York,  NT  Y.  These  articles  are  avail- 
able for  inspection  of  American  exporters,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
firms  desiring  to  correspond  with  this  Portuguese  commission  house 
should  first  look  over  the  catalogue,  which  is  profusely  illustrated, 
and  will  give,  better  than  anything  else,  a  correct  idea  of  the  articles 
for  which  there  is  a  ready  sale,  such  as  the  grades  and  styles  of  glass- 
ware, crockery,  tinware,  hardware,  small  leather  goods,  novelties, 
textile  goods,  cheap  laces,  beads,  jewelry,  etc.  In  one  volume 
there  wul  be  found  a  complete  wholesale  price  list  of  every  item,  and 
an  inspection  thereof  will  clearly  show  whether  or  not  American 
manufacturers  can  approximately  meet  the  German  prices. 
How  to  Ship. 

Some  diflScuIty  may  now  be  experienced  in  the  shipment  of  goods 
to  Angola  owing  to  the  poor  communications  and  high  freight  rates 
between  New  York  and  Lisbon,  where  transshipment  for  Angola 
must  be  made  (see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Oct.  1, 
1914,  p.  7).  There  is  promise,  however,  of  better  service  after  the 
war,  as  the  writer,  in  a  conference  at  Lisbon  with  the  director  of 
the  Empreza  Nacional  de  NavegaQao,  the  line  from  Lisbon  to  Portu- 
guese West  Africa,  was  informed  that  the  company  has  been  con- 
sidering the  arrangement  with  the  lines  operating  freight  services 
between  New  York  and  Portugal  whereby  the  issuance  of  through 
bills  of  lading — ^New  Y<ffk- Angola — would  be  made  posEable.  The 
matter  is  to  be  taken  up  as  soon  as  normal  conditions  are  reestab- 
lished. 
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BEOPEinNO  OF  OSTEICH  FEATHEA  KAAKET. 


[Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  BItzabetli,  Sontb  Africa,  June  8.] 

The  Port  Elizabeth  municipal  ostrich  feather  market  reopened 
June  7  with  the  attendance  of  buyers  fully  up  to  the  average  in  point 
of  numbers,  and  prices  were  quite  good  considering  prevailing  values 
for -the  last  year  and  present  conditions  in  the  business  world. 

Opinions  as  to  the  advisability  of  reopening  the  market,  where 
all  sales  are  auction  sales,  are  fairly  evenly  divided  among  local  buy- 
ers, but  the  sellers  favor  a  public  market  for  obvious  reasons.  Un- 
doubtedly the  excitement  and  competition  aroused  by  bidding  tends 
materially  to  enhance  values.  Feather  speculators,  who  are  not  in 
the  trade  in  a  regular  way,  but  simply  buy  on  the  chance  of  a  quick 
turnover  at  a  profit,  favor  public  sales  in  the  municipal  market. 
Speculation  in  feathers  has  been  developed  to  a  considerable  extent 
and  is  not  considered  beneficial  to  regular  trade.  The  small  buyers 
also  favor  the  market  as  it  offers  advantages  for  buying  in  smaller 
quantities  and  presents  opportunities  for  purchasing  individual  lines 
which  do  not  so  readily  occur  in  sales  direct  from  agents  of  ostrich' 
farmers  or  "  out  of  hand,"  as  such  purchases  are  locally  termed.  The 
larger  buyers,  on  the  other  hand,  maintain  that,  in  times  like  the. 
present,  when  the  regular  market  demand  is  distinctly  limited,  there 
IS  grave  danger,  by  forcing  prices  upward,  of  spoiling  even  the 
demand  which  now  exists. 

Past  experiences  would  seem  to  prove  the  last-mentioned  theory, 
as  it  is  common  knowledge  that  higher  prices  were  being  paid  on 
the  local  market  at  the  beginning  of  the  decline  in  feather  values 
nearly  two  years  ago  than  was  obtainable  for  similar  feathers  on 
the  London  market  after  packing,  transportation,  insurance,  and 
commission  charges  has  been  paid. 

Several  of  the  larger  buyers  also  maintain  that  until  a  London 
sale  has  been  held  there  is  no  real  knowledge  obtainable  as  to  the 
demand.  There  is  little  likelihood  of  any  London  sale  for  some 
considerable  time  and  the  present  demand  is  principally  from 
America. 

Following  are  a  few  of  the  prices  which  were  noted  during  at- 
tendance at  the  market  and  are  probably  fair  average  values : 


Variety. 


Price  por 
pound. 


Variety. 


Price  per 
pound. 


Femminas,  unsorted 

Very  ordinary  femminas..... 

Narrow  femminas,  good 

Narrow  femminas,  ordinary 

Good  femminas 

Ordinary  femminas,  unsorted 

Fair  to  good  femminas 

Narrow  femminas 

Poor  chiclis,  rubbisli 

Ordinary  chichs,  below  medium 

Inferior  short  blsclis 

Biaclcs,  unsorted 

Ordinary  long  blaelcs 

Ordinary  to  poor  sliort  blaelcs  and 

'  drabs 

Fair  wliltes,  unsorted 

Primes  and  whites,  unsorted 

Whites,  tUr  to  good,  unsorted '. . 


no.  05 
«.09 

iai2 

7.30 
13.38 

6.82 
10.22 

0.82 

0.49 
to.  97-1. 10 

1.58 
1.22-2.43 

6.69 

1.22 
18.25 
22.39 
IS.  82 


Poor  whites,  unsorted 

Narrow  whites,  unsorted 

Fair  whites,  unsorted 

Narrow  whites,  ordinary  (not  sold), 
bid  in  by  sellers'  agents,  two  dif- 
ferent lots,  at ^. 

Uedliun  to  narrow  whites,  ordinary. 

Tails,  ordinary , 

Ordinary  spadonnas 

Oood  spadonnos , 

Good  ordinary  spadonnas , 

Fair  spadonnas 

Oood  drabs,  unsorted , 

Cut  quilled  short  drabs 

Short  drabs.: 

Good  average  grays , 

Fair  grays , 

Ordlmtry  average  grays 


•7.30-W.7S. 

<.0»-  7.30 

13. 3S 


12. 1( 
11. 4S 
3.41 

3.66-4.36 
6.82 
4.62 
5.00 

1.22-2.43 
3.16 
1.22 
«.13 
7.91. 
6.68 
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The  market  to-day  was  a  little  weaker  in  most  lines,  although 
prices  for  narrow  wiiites,  which  appear  to  be  in  demand  in  New 
York,  were  maintained. 

Not  much  of  an  assortment  of  good  average  feathers  was  offered. 
The  principal  lines  were  inferior  grades  wim  a  few  lots,  consisting 
of  all  lines  in  a  single  parcel,  which  were  sold  just  before  the  market 
closed.  The  next  public  sale  will  be  held  June  14  and,  if  not  better 
supplied  with  feathers,  may  be  the  last  until  prices  improve. 


ITTHBEB  TBASE  AHS  AFFOKESTATION  IIT  CHUTA. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Thomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  June  4.] 

The  receipts  of  lumber  for  all  China  increased  about  40,000,000 
feet  in  1914,  as  compared  with  the  previous  vear,  the  valuation  ad- 
vancing from  $2,878,819  to  $3,297,517  for  those  years.  In  addition 
to  this  lumber,  which  is  classified  for  customs  statistical  purposes  as 
"softwood,"  a  considerable  quantity  of  hardwood  from  Ja])an, 
Manila,  and  other  parts  of  the  Far  East  was  imported,  amounting 
to  3,537,052  feet  for  1914,  an  increase  of  approximately  1,000,000 
feet  over  1913.  The  valuation  placed  on  the  hardwood  imports  was 
^795,693  in  1913  and  $1,050,478  in  1914. 

Most  of  the  imports  classified  as  "softwood"  represent  Oregon 
pine  or  Douglas  fir,  although  California  redwood  is  also  utilized  in 
the  Chinese  markete. 

Lnmbcr  Imports  from  TTnited  States. 

Out  of  a  total  of  100,000,000  feet  of  lumber  imported  into 
Shanghai  during  1914,  about  50  per  cent  came  from  the  United 
States.    The  exact  figures  for  1910, 1913,  and  1914  are : 


Year. 

Feet. 

Valoa. 

value  per 
1,000  feet. 

IJIO           

24,509,857 
48,387,651 
«,  809, 750 

1333,127 
972,749 
757,473 

$13.50 

J8JJ „ 

20.10 

1914 

15.18 

The  North  China  Daily  News  (British),  of  Shanghai,  publishes 
correspondence  in  its  issue  for  Jime  4,  1915,  in  which  the  writer 
describes  the  work  of  reforestation  on  the  slopes  of  Purjjle  Mountain, 

J'ust  outside  the  walls  of  Nanking,  under  the  direction  of  Prof, 
oseph  Bailie,  who  has  had  the  support  of  influential  Chinese  and 
the  University  of  Nanking.  Many  of  the  hills  and  mountains  in 
the  Province  nave  been  studied  in  connection  with  this  enterprise,  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  forest  planting  and,  if  conditions  prove 
favorable,  to  recommend  the  general  lines  for  undertaking  similar 
work. 

The  work  on  Purple  Mountain  was  undertaken  originally  by  Prof. 
Bailie  as  a  means  of  giving  needed  succor  to  sufferers  from  famine, 
and  has  ^ven  employment  to  thousands.  It  has  also  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  a  comprehensive  course  in  forestry  in  the  Uni- 
Tersity  of  Nanking. 
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PBODVGTIOH  OF  CAHADIAN  YUX. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  SUrrett,  rort  William,  Ontario,  July  0.1 

At  a  meeting  of  Ontario  farmers  at  Hensal  (Ontario)  on  July  8, 
the  Canadian  Flax  Growers'  Association  was  formed,  with  Mr. 
Howard  Fraleigh,  of  Forest,  Ontario,  as  president.  The  object  of 
this  organization  is  reported  to  be  the  encouragement  of  the  grow- 
ing and  manufacture  of  flax  and  the  securing  of  Government  assis- 
tance to  promote  the  industry. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  importance  of 
Canada  as  a  flax-producing  country,  the  total  production  in  the  last 
five  years  (calendar)  having  been  as  follows: 

Busbels. 

1910 4, 244, 566 

1911 10, 075, 500 

1912 26, 130, 000 

1913 17,  539,  000 

1914 7, 175, 200 

The  largest  part  of  the  crop  was  produced  in  the  Province  of 
Saskatchewan,  with  Alberta  and  Manitoba  furnishing  the  most  of 
the  balance  in  the  order  named.  The  great  decrease  in  the  1914  crop 
was  brought  about  by  the  low  prices  received  for  the  crop  of  the 
previous  year,  together  with  the  unfavorable  weather  conditions 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  growing  area.  At  present,  however, 
the  export  price  for  this  product  ranges  from  $1.50  to  $1.60  per 
bushel,  and  the  indications  are  that  the  crop  for  1915  will  be  consid- 
erably larger  than  that  of  last  year. 

Destlnatton  of  Flaxseed  Exports. 

In  view  of  the  interest  which  American  manufacturers  of  linseed 
and  other  product  have  in  the  Canadian  production  of  flaxseed,  it  is 
important  to  note  that  the  United  States  is  Canada's  largest  customer; 
for  this  product,  the  United  Kingdom  being  a  close  second. 

The  total  flaxseed  exports,  showing  quantities  and  values,  from 
Canada  during  the  fiscal  years  of  1912,  1913,  and  1914  (year  ending 
Mar.  31),  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 

1913 

1913 

1914 

Bushels. 

VlhM. 

Bushels. 

Value. 

Bushels. 

Value. 

United  States 

«91,802 

495,496 

17,230 

$1,«)2,894 

1,004,888 

34,460 

7,S6I,004 

3,SM,33t 

3g,3$3 

111,886,186 

4,637,  MO 

26,353 

10,164,536 
8,579,713 
1,«B,078 

*11,910.681 
10,483,556 
2,423,096 

United  Kltttdom 

Allotlier..... 

Total 

1,H>4,S28 

2,842,242 

10,123,693 

16,448,899 

20,647,337 

34,816,333 

During  1914  a  considerable  market  was  being  developed  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  the  exports  of  Belgium  having  been  valued  at 
$1,036,003;  to  the  Netherlands  $898,763;  to  Germany  $320,409;  and 
to  France  $295,427. 

PBOSirCTION  OF  COAL  DT  BITSSIA. 

[L'ficonomiste  Europfen,  July  2.] 

The  Berliner  Tageblatt  of  June  15  states  that  the  production  of 
coal  in  the  Donetz  Basin  of  Eussia  reached  2,076,000  short  tons  in 
'April,  1915,  as  compared  with  1,589,000  tons  in  March.  The  figures 
for  April  include  451,000  tons  of  anthracite,  as  compared  with  289,000 
tons  in  the  preceding  month.  For  the  first  four  months  of  1915  the 
production  was  11,041,000  tons. 
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SIAH'S  ntBIOATION  SCHEMA  AND  AHEEICAK  ENaiNEEBS. 

(Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  HanBeo,  Bangkok,  May  18.] 

Siam  has  for  several  years  had  in  view  an  extensive  irrigation  proj- 
ect for  the  lower  Mee  Nam  Valley,  and  for  this  purpose  has  from 
time  to  time  engaged  expert  engineers  to  investigate  the  possibilities 
for  carrying  out  such  scheme.  A  prominent  Dutch  engineer  reported 
on  this  subject  about  12  years  ago,  but  his  suggestions  involved  too 
great  an  outlay  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop  until  about  two 
years  ago,  when  Mr.  T.  K.  J.  Ward,  an  irrigation  engineer  of  large 
experience,  was  lent  by  the  British  India  Government  to  Siam  to 
report  on  a  scheme  involving  less  capital. 

Mr.  Ward's  investigations  covered  a  period  of  about  18  months, 
and  $192,400  gold  were  spent  in  obtaining  data  for  the  report  which 
has  recently  been  made  public.  A  large  staff  of  foreign  engineers 
and  others  were  placed  at  Mr.  Ward's  disposal  for  making  surveys 
and  investigations.  Among  these  were  Mr.  William  Braaly  Free- 
man, of  Montana,  who  came  to  Siam  in  1912,  and  Mr.  Rossiter  M. 
McCrone,  of  Maryland,  who  arrived  here  in  1913,  and  in  the  body 
of  Mr.  Ward's  report  he  speaks  of  these  young  American  experts  as 
follows: 

1  Mr.  Freeman  set  to  work  with  great  energy  to  elaborate  a  series  of  valuable 
reports,  the  surveys  and  investigations  for  which  were  made  while  working 
In  the  Department  of  Ways  and  Communlcatlona.  Besides  the  two  projects 
referred  to  below  be  also  prepared  plans  and  estimates  for  the  water  supply 
of  Chiengmal  for  the  Kloug  Tow  Din  Kaw  and  for  the  Me  Ral  Me  Oan  cut-off 
canal.  Mr.  Freeman  Is  a  hydraulic  engineer  of  high  skill  and  large  exi^erlence, 
^th  great  energy  of  mind  and  character,  and  tlie  reports  of  the  Petchaburl 
and  lampang  projects  speak  for  themselves.  His  services  should  be  secured 
to  lay  out,  design,  and  construct  the  Lampang  irrigation  scheme  in  Monthol 
Bhayab. 

Mr.  McCrone's  work  In  the  field  and  In  mapping  was  very  similar  to  that  of 
Messrs.  Olasa  and  Lowe  (leveling  and  mapping  work).  This  being  early  accom- 
plished, he  prepared  the  Prasak  project  to  irrigate  the  tract  of  land  be  leveled 
over  and  mapped.  His  work  throughout  has  been  marked  by  talent,  as  well, 
as  by  great  energy,  and  his' services  should  be  secured  to  lay  out,  design,  and 
construct  the  Prasak  Canal. 

In  this  report  Mr.  Ward  writes  of  the  great  possibilities  for  irri- 
gation in  Siam  and  thinks  that  a  capital  outlay  of  about  $50,000,000 
gold  must  be  required  for  this  puii)ose  during  the  present  generation. 

However,  the  following  limited  program,  covering  a  period  of 
six  years,  is  recommended  for  immediate  adoption :  A  canal  for  the 
Supan  district,  which  is  now  very  poorly  developed,  cost  $2,775,000 ; 
an  extensive  canal  for  Prasak,  which  is  also  designed  to  more  fully 
develop  the  existing  canal  system  of  Klong  Hangsit,  cost  $4,255,000; 
canal  and  hill  schemes  for  the  Provinces  of  Petchaburi  and  I^nm- 
pang  cost  $550,000  and  $370,000,  respectively;  and  finally  irrigation 
and  drainage  in  the  flat  plain  from  Ayuthia  to  the  sea,  cost  $462,500. 
In  the  Petchaburi  district  irrigation  is  well  developed  already,  but 
further  improvement  is  designed  to  check  possible  migrations  of  the 
farmers  to  other  districts,  while  Lampang  is  in  very  urgent  need 
of  irrigation. 

The  decision  of  the  Siamese  Government  as  to  the  carrying  out 
of  the  suggestions  contained  in  Mr.  Ward's  report  has  not  yet  been 
announced. 
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ECUASOB  aSOWING  KABKET  FOB  AHEBICAH  CEICEIIT. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  QodlDg,  Guayaquil,  June  16.] 

The  construction  of  culverts  and  abutments  for  new  railway 
Bridges,  the  work  on  the  sanitation  of  Guayaquil,  and  a  recently  pro- 
mulgated municipal  building  ordinance  requiring  the  foundations 
of  all  new  buildings  erected  to  be  of  concrete  have  combined  to 
create  a  considerable  and  permanent  demand  for  cement  in  Ecuador. 

The  amounts  and  value  of  imports  of  cement  into  Ecuador  in  1914, 
with  the  countries  of  origin,  were:  Belgium,  61,729  pounds,  $213; 
Germany,  3,522,074  pounds,  $14,388 ;  United  Kingdom,  41,731  pounds, 
$246;  United  States,  2,592,051  pounds,  $12,060;  total,  6,217,585 
pounds,  $26,907.  For  the  four  years  preceding  the  totals  were: 
1913,  5,168,648  pounds,  valued  at  $25,387;  1912,  5,357,860,  $45,221; 
1911,  5.864,810,  $23^765;  1910,  8,115,818,  $40,194. 

The  larger  quantity  imported  in  1910  was  used  in  the  construction 
of  two  large  concrete  buildings,  biit  the  figures  for  1915,  when  pub- 
lished, will  show  greatly  increased  imports.    Cement  is  not  manufac- 
tured in  Ecuador,  and  there  are  no  import  duties. 
FroMems  to  be  Solved  by  American  Exporters. 

Although  American  c«ment  is  at  present  imported  almost  ex- 
clusively, owing  to  war  conditions,  there  are  serious  problems  relative 
to  its  sale  after  the  war  that  ought  to  be  solved.  Most  of  the  Ameri- 
can product  ie  shippd  to  Ecuador  via  Panama,  and  on  reaching 
Guayaquil  has  been  handled  six  times,  the  loss  having  been  known 
to  reach  40  per  cent;  when  arriving  via  Cape  Horn  there  was  practi- 
cally no  loss,  the  same  being  true  ox  the  cement  arriving  from  Europe 
which  had  been  handled  twice.  Cement  reshipped  to  the  interior 
cities  in  containers  previously  damaged  suffers  a  loss  which  fre- 
quently is  very  considerable. 

Tlie  wood  staves  of  American  origin  are  much  inferior  in  strength 
to  the  European,  and  sufficient  care  does  not  seem  to  be  exercised  in 
the  manufacture  of  American  cement  barrels,  for  they  are  not  so  well 
nailed  and  the  hoops  work  out  of  place,  allowing  a  bulge  to  occur, 
with  a  consequent  destruction  of  the  barrel.  Although  American 
cement  barrels  are  not  so  strongly  made,  they  must  imdergo  three 
times  the  handling  of  their  European  competitors. 

The  empty  barrels  are  sold  locally  for  shipping  containers,  those 
of  German  and  British  origin  in  good  condition  bringing  about  19 
cents  each,  whereas  the  American  barrel  never  sells  for  more  than 
14  cents. 

Steel  Barrels  with  Wood  Heads  Needed  by  Trade. 

The  real  needs  of  this  trade  are  steel  barrels  with  wood  heads,  for 
when  shipped  in  thein  the  cement  arrives  here  with  no  loss,  and 
while  the  cost  may  be  a  trifle  increased,  such  a  barrel  will  sell  here  as 
a  shipping  container  for  at  least  48  cents.  As  goods  are  sometimes 
exposed  to  rain  here  for  three  or  four  months,  cement  in  steel  barrels 
would  have  the  advantage  of  perfect  protection. 

Notwithstanding  that  during  the  period  when  European  cement 
was  brought  h^re,  costing  c.  i.  f .  about  36  cents  in  German  steamers, 
and  in  sailing  vessels  about  53  cents  less  than  the  American  product, 
the  latter  was  always  preferred,  owing  to  its  slower  setting  qualities,. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMKEBCB  BEFOBIB.  315 

the  European  brands,.wbich  set  more  quickly,  requiring  to  be  worked 
much  more  carefully. 

The  use  of  cement  in  Ecuador  is  increasing,  for  reasons  stated 
above,  and  others  which  will  cause  the  demand  to  be  sustained.  Re- 
cently a  large  plant  for  the  manufacture  of  floor  tile,  ceramics,  vases, 
and  other  garden  ornaments  from  cement  has  been  installed  in  Guay- 
aquil and  fully  equipped  with  modem  machinery  and  tools,  while 
another  factory  in  the  city  of  Babahoyo  also  manufactures  similar 
goods  and  cement  pipe.  The  names  of  these  companies  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices. 

If  American  manufacturers  would  inclose  their  cement  in  barrels 
superior  to  those  now  used,  or,  better,  in  steel  barrels  with  either 
wood  or  steel  heads,  they  could  control  this  market,  not  only  under 
present  conditions,  which  are  more  or  less  forced,  but  for  all  time, 
as  buyers  prefer  to  purchase  cement  in  containers  which  can  be  util- 
ized for  other  purposes,  and  at  the  same  time  realize  the  smallest 
percentage  of  loss. 

AMEBICAir  DBIED-FSXJIT  SALES  IN  SOVJBIXS  ITAIT. 

[Consul  Jar  White,  Naples,  June  24.] 

A  limited  market  for  dried  fruit  from  the  United  States  is  growing 
in  Southern  Italy,  particularly  in  apples,  pears,  and  prunes.  It  ia 
reported  that  the  demand  for  prunes  has  developed  through  the 
advice  of  some  of  the  Italian  doctors,  who  prescribe  this  form  of  food 
for  their  patients. 

Importations  of  pnmes  from  the  United  States  for  1912  were 
C>,388  pounds,  valued  at  $830,  while  35,759  pounds,  valued  at  $2408, 
were  imported  in  1913.    The  statistics  for  1914  are  not  available. 

The  prunes  are  retailed  in  Naples  at  27  cents  per  pound  for  the 
best  variety,  23  cents  for  the  medium  variety,  and  18  cents  for  the 
third  grade. 
Losses  Kesnlt  from  Poor  FadcinK  of  Goods. 

Complaint  is  made  by  business  houses  importing  dried  fruits  into 
southern  Italy  from  the  United  States  that  considerable  loss  results 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  goods  are  packed  for  shipment.  In 
one  consignment  of  300  cases  50  per  cent  were  reported  damaged  and 
10  per  cent  of  the  whole  badly  broken.  In  two  cases  water  had  pene- 
trated to  the.  fruit  and  the  contents  had  become  musty.  From  the 
broken  cases  nearly  300  pounds  of  fruit  had  been  taken,  and  for  this 
loss  the  shippers  refuse  redress,  since  experts  declare  the  packing 
cases  to  be  fragile. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  merchants  interested  that  a  more  satisfac- 
t<»7  result  would  be  obtained  if  the  cases  were  held  together  by  iron 
bands  in  threes  or  fours.  This,  it  is  thought,  would  prevent  petty 
thieving. 

It  is  also  suggested  that  the  bills  of  lading  be  forwarded  on  the 
same  steamer  that  carries  the  consignment  of  miit,  in  order  to  reduce 
the  charges  and  permit  the  goods  to  be  cleared  immediately.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  shipping  companies  include  in  their  insurance 
security  against  theft,  as  the  ordinary  insurance  policy  for  total  loss 
is  hardly  ever  called  for  payment. 
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NEW  BTTSSIAir  CHAMBER  OF  COHMEBCE  IN  LONDON. 

tLoDdon  Tlmea  Rasstan  Sapplement,  June  28.] 

Some  further  details  of  the  newly  formed  Russian  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  London  are  now  available.  The  chamber  was  formed 
as  a  result  of  the  recommendations  of  the  commercial  committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  was  recently  requested  by  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  report  on  the  conditions  prevailing 
in  the  import  and  export  trades  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Russia. 

As  the  result  of  the  investigations  made,  the  committee  pointed  out 
that  many  diflSculties  hampered  trade  between  the  two  countries, 
difficulties  due  mainly  to  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  each  other's  lan- 
guage, customs,  and  trade  usages.  The  committee  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  Russian  Chamber  of  Commerce  should  be  established 
in  England  to  promote  closer  and  better  relations  between  English 
and  Russian  merchants,  and  remove  the  obstacles  and  difficulties 
which  have  militated  against  the  commercial  welfare  of  the  two 
nations. 

The  objects  of  the  Russian  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  London,  as 
stated  in  its  circular,  are  the  following : 

(a)  To  promote,  extend,  and  further  the  commercial,  industrial, 
and  financial  relations  between  the  British  Empire  and  the  Russian 
Empire ; 

(0)  To  promote,  extend,  and  support  the  interests  of  Russian  sub- 
jects engaged  in  trade,  commerce,  or  industry  in  or  in  connection  with 
the  British  Empire; 

(c)  To  promote,  extend,  and  support  the  interests  which  any 
member  of  the  chamber  may  have  in  any  trade,  commerce,  or  industry 
in  or  in  connection  with  the  Russian  Empire; 

(d)  To  collect,  publish,  and  disseminate  statistical  and  other  infor- 
mation relating  to  trade,  commerce,  shipping,  and  manufacture ; 

(c)  To  jpromote,  support,  or  oppose  legislative  or  other  measures 
affecting  the  aforesaid  interests; 

(/)  To  undertake  by  arbitration  the  settlement  of  disputes  arising 
out  of  trade,  commerce,  or  manufactures  where  Russian  interests  are 
at  stake. 

Proposed  ActiTities  of  the  Chamber. 

In  order  to  attain  its  objects  the  chamber  will — 

(1)  Endeavor  to  bring  together  in  conference  Russian  and  British 
merchants  and  manufacturers  so  that  business  relations  may  be  en- 
larged and  facilitated. 

^2)  Circulate  information  pointing  to  any  active  demand  for 
British  goods  in  Russia  and  for  Russian  ^oods  m  the  British  Empire, 
keep  each  member  advised  of  the  variations  in  the  requirements  of 
these  markets  applicable  to  his  particular  trade,  and  inform  him  of 
any  new  openings  or  opportunities  for  business  which  may  teom  time 
to  time  arise. 

(3)  Advise  its  members  as  to  the  most  practical  and  economical 
means  of  communication  with  or  transport  to  or  from  any  particular 
Russian  or  British  locality,  and  indicate  railway,  river,  and  canal 
navigation  rates. 
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(4)'  Protect  the  interests  of  its  members  in  all  matters  connected 
.•with  customs  authorities,  railways,  shipping  companies,  or  any  ad- 
ministrative departments,  Russian  or  British. 

(5)  Give  informaticm  to  its  members  as  to  the  import  and  export 
duties  levied  upon  British  or  Russian  goods  entering  or  leaving 
Russia  or  the  British  dominions,  and  as  to  the  variations  which  may 
occur  in  the  customs  tariffs  of  either  country  or  of  any  other  country. 

(6)  Give  information  as  to  the  various  trade  customs  and  usages 
in  vogue  in  Russia  or  the  British  Empire,  and  as  to  the  patent,  trade- 
mark, and  general  commercial  legislation  of  either  country. 

(7)  Supply  members  with  the  names  of  British  firms  who  are 
buyers  or  possible  buyers  of  Russian  produce,  and  of  Russian  firms 
who  are  buyers  or  possible  buyers  of  British  products. 

(8)  Procure  or  assist  in  procuring  for  its  members  suitable  agents 
to  represent  them  in  the  prmcipal  markets  and  trade  centers  of  Rus- 
sia or  the  British  Empire. 

(9)  Assist  its  members  in  settling  amicably  or  by  arbitration 
any  commercial  dispute  and,  if  necessary,  supply  them  with  the 
names  of  competent  and  reliable  local  Russian  or  British  lawyers  to 
represent  them. 

In  order  to  secure  to  the  chamber  a  maximum  efficiency,  two  sec- 
ti<ms  have  been  formed ;  (a)  A  British  section,  whose  activities  will 
be  centered  in  the  UniteNd  Kingdom;  and  (b)  a  Russian  secticu, 
whose  activities  will  be  centered  in  Russia,  each  section  being  man- 
aged by  a  committee  under  the  control  of  a  coimcil  composed  of 
members  of  the  committees  of  both  sections  and  of  such  ex  officio 
members  as  it  may  elect. 


INCBEASEI)  PRICES  FOB  TIUBEB  IS  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

(Consul  Edwin  N.  Gnnaaalus,  Johannestmrg,  Jane  8.1 

According  to  the  South  African  Mining  Journal,  published  in 
Johannesburg,  there  has  recently  been  a  sharp  rise  in  the  local  prices 
of  timber  in  this  market,  Baltic  deals  having  advanced  to  18^  cents 
per  foot.  This  marked  increase  in  price  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  the  Baltic  Sea  is  closed  for  deals,  and  Archangel  has  been  closed 
from  natural  causes  throughout  the  European  winter.  The  price  of 
Oregon  deals  for  all  lengths  is  at  present  17  cents  per  foot. 

Following  are  current  Johannesburg  prices,  standard  rates  and 
standard  sizes: 

Deals,  Baltic,  9  by  3  up  to  17  feet,  $0.18,  above  $0.18i ;  ditto.  Oregon.  $0.17} ; 
flooring,  f0.08,  celling,  |0.043;  Oregon  pine,  $0.01  per  cubic  foot:  ditto,  pitch 
pine  logs  np  to  40  feet  lengths,  $0.91;  Jarrah,  $1.82;  tenk.  small  planks,  $3.58; 
large,  $3,77  per  cubic  foot ;  clear  pine,  }  by  12  inches ;  $0.]2i  ;  ditto.  1  by  12  inches, 
$0.14};  poplar,  )  by  12  Inches,  $0.12J;  ditto,  1  by  12  Inches.  $0.14};  shelving,  se- 
lected pine,  $0.10}  per  1  by  12  inches ;  moldings,  cornice,  4  inches.  $0.03 ;  archl- 
trares,  same  price  as  cornices;  windows,  Johannesburg  make,  4  lights,  size  of 
glass,  15  by  30  Inches,  1}  inches,  $7.04;  1}  Inches,  $8.26;  casement  sashes  (Jo- 
hannesburg make),  4  lights,  glass  7  by  9  inches,  $0.85  each;  6  lights,  ditto, 
$1.09;  8  lights,  8  by  10  inch  glass,  $1.94  (all  11  Inches) ;  fanlights.  3  feet  by  1 
foot  6  Inches,  $1.88;  doors,  6  feet  6  inches  by  2  feet  6  Inches,  1}  Inches,  $3.04; 
IJ  Inches,  93.40;  H  Inches,  $4.37  each;  doorframes,  6  feet  6  inches  by  2  feet  6 
locbes,  18.40  each;  fanlight,  $4.86;  7  feet  by  S  Inches,  $4.74  and  $6.31,  re* 
specttrely. 
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PBOPOSED  SEDTJCTIOH  IN  MAJTCHTJEIAN  FSEIGHT  BATES. 

(Consul  Charles  K.  Moser,  Harbin,  China,  Apr.  29.] 

Vice  President  Wentzel,  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  is  now  in 
North  Manchuria  investigating  matters  connected  with  the  develop- 
ment of  trade  and  railway  traffic  within  the  zone  of  the  railway. 
[See  Commerce  Reports  for  May  24, 1915.]  The  Harbinski  Viestnik 
of  April  21  reports  a  meeting  of  the  timber  concessionaires  with 
members  of  the  Harbin  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  representatives 
of  the  railway,  at  which  the  needs  of  the  timber  industry  were  dis- 
cussed. The  reduction  of  freight  rates  on  lumber  and  firewood  with- 
in the  railway  area  and  protection  against  bandits  were  the  principal 
matters  considered. 

Freight  Bates  on  LnmbeT  and  Coal  Compared. 

Voicing  their  desire  that  the  freight  rates  on  firewood  from  the 
concessions  along  the  railway  to  Harbin  should  be  reduced,  the 
timbermen  stated  that  the  yearly  consumption  of  coal  as  fuel  at 
Harbin  amounted  to  about  71,430  tons,  while  the  consumption  of  fire- 
wood was  about  10,000  cords.  Until  last  year  half  of  this  was 
delivered  by  rail  and  the  remainder  by  the  Sungari  River  boats.  But 
now  the  delivery  of  firewood  by  rail  has  been  almost  discontinued 
and  its  price  at  Harbin  has  gone  up  to  $24  per  cord.  Coal  was  trans- 
ported from  Changchun  at  a  rate  of  one  nfty-fifth  of  a  kopeck  per 
pood-verst  ($0.0078  per  ton-mile),  while  the  rate  on  firewood  is 
about  one-thirtieth  of  a  kopeck  ($0,014  per  ton-mile).  Besides  this, 
there  is  an  extra  charge  of  40  rubles  ($20,60  at  the  normal  exchange 
rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble)  for  sending  the  locomotive  up  the  branch 
line  to  the  concession.  Three  cords  of  wood  only  can  be  loaded  upon 
one  car,  each  cord  weighing  about  64  tons.  The  cost  of  sending  one 
carload  of  firewood  from  the  concession  to  Harbin,  therefore, 
amounts  to  $28.18  to  $27.72. 

Proposed  Bednetion  on  Lumber. 

The  meeting  decided  to  advocate  that  the  rate  should  be  fixed  at 
one  seventy -fifth  of  a  kopeck  per  pood-verst  ($0.0057  per  ton-mile) ,  at 
which  the  average  cost  of  delivering  a  cord  of  firewood  at  Harbin 
would  be  $5.15,  and  the  question  of  securing  a  favorable  market  at 
that  town  could  be  easily  arranged.  It  was  also  decided  to  ask  the 
railway  company  to  reduce  the  charge  of  40  rubles  for  sending  a 
locomotive  to  the  concessions,  because  engines  are  never  sent  to  them 
specially  for  hauling  firewood  to  the  market,  but  only  in  connection 
with  hauling  timber  and  firewood  for  railway  uses.  With  the  pres- 
ent charges  of  40  rubles  for  an  engine  and  2.25  rubles  for  each  car, 
no  reduction  in  the  price  of  firewood  at  Harbin  can  be  hoped  for. 
The  wood  delivered  by  way  of  the  Sungari  is  generally  of  much 
poorer  quality  than  that  from  the  eastern  division  of  the  railway, 
but  the  cheaper  freights  give  it  an  advantage  in  the  market  that  con- 
sumers are  compelled  to  consider. 

With  reference  to  the  existing  transportation  rates  on  lumber  the 
timbermen  said  that  recently  the  concessions  along  the  railway  line 
had  discovered  that  Chinese  timber  concessionaires  and  dealers  at 
Kirin  and  other  places  were  seriously  competing  with  them.  One 
Chinese  company  was  ready  to  offer  to  Harbin  during  the  approach- 
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ing  summer  building  season  500),OOd  cubic  feet  of  lumber,  and  the 
Kirin  timber  dealers  had  already  seized  control  of  the  South  Man- 
churia markets,  whereas  until  1913  those  markets  received  their 
whole  lumber  supply  from  North  Manchuria.  Now  liunber  is  being 
delivered  to  Kirm  by  water  and  thence  by  rail  to  Changchun,  at  a 
cost  of  only  4.5  kopecks  per  pood  ($1.28  per  short  ton),  while  the 
freight  rate  from  the  eastern  concessions  to  Changchun  is  15  kopecks 
per  pood  ($4.28  per  ton).  The  timbermen  therefore  decided  to  ask 
the  railway  to  reduce  its  freight  rate  on  lumber  for  export,  and  espe- 
cially on  ttiose  kinds  suitable  for  export  to  South  Manchuria.  It  was 
also  decided  to  ask  for  a  reduction  on  the  rates  for  limiber  shipped 
to  Vladivostok  for  export. 

TOBOHTO  WOBK-HOBSE  PABADE. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Canada,  July  2.] 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Open  Air  Horse  Parade  and  Show  was  held 
in  Queen's  Park,  Toronto,  on  "Dominion  Day,"  July  1,  under  the 
patronage  of  their  royal  highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Con- 
naught  and  his  honor  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ontario.  This 
exhibition  is  held  annually  by  the  Toronto  Horse  Parade  Aissocia- 
tion  to  encourage  the  humane  treatment  of  horses.  A  feature  of  the 
day  was  the  sale  by  young  women  of  small  flag  badges,  from  which 
was  realized  $5,000  for  the  Toronto  Humane  Society. 

The  800  horses  in  the  parade  were  divided  into  50  classes,  which 
were  all  exhibited  in  harness,  except  a  few  saddle  horses.  The 
greater  part  of  the  exhibition  was  devoted  to  horses  used  in  vehicles 
for  commercial  purposes,  ranging  all  the  way  from  the  light  one- 
horse  delivery  wagon  to  the  heaviest  two-horse  trucks,  with  a  few 
heavy  three-horse  teams  driven  abreast.  There  were  in  the  parade 
two  classes  of  old  horses  that  had  been  in  the  continuous  service  of 
their  exhibitors  for  from  10  to  22  years,  and  a  prize  was  awarded  to 
the  faithful  animal  that  had  served  one  owner  for  22  years.  It  was 
a  good  opportunity  to  see  what  fine  horses  are  used  for  commercial 
purposes  in  Toronto.  The  Toronto  horse  parade,  which  is  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  held  in  Canada,  is  exceeded  in  size  by  similar  parades 
only  in  Boston  and  London. 

The  Canadian  Horse  Show,  usually  held  in  Toronto  in  May,  was 
omitted  this  year. 

SPAIN'S  FOBEIGN  TBASE  FOB  FOUB  MONTHS. 

(Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  June  24.] 

The  Revista  Finanoera  of  Madrid  has  this  day  published  a  r6sum£ 
of  Spain's  foreign  trade  during,  the  first  four  months  of  ^915  and 
compares  the  same  with  that  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1914  and  1913.  The  journal's  figures  are :  1913— imports  $87,132,000, 
exports  $70,865,100;  1914— imports  $78,555,500,  exports  $68,536,400: 
1915— imports  $68,144,100,  exports  $85,520,800.  The  balance  of 
trade  in  favor  of  Spain  is  tio  be  noted. 

In  reducing  the  values  to  dollars  the  silver  peseta  is  held  at  $0,195 
although  it  has  fluctuated  between  $0,183  and  $0,205. 

The  compiler  of  the  above  adds  that  customs  returns  for  these 
first  four  months  of  1915  were  lower  than  the  estimate  by  about 
$1,802,800. 
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FOBEION  TSADE  OPFOBTTTNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  its  brancb  oflloes.  Bequest 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  Banaber  given. 

Consuls  are  requested  to  contHhute  to  this  department,  and  in  doing  so  shotili 
in  each  instance  state  in  toluit  language  correspondence  should  he  conducted. 

Paints,  No.  17550. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  England  transmits  tbe 
name  and  address  of  a  company  in  his  district  which  desires  to  receive 
prices  and  samples  of  ultra  blue,  Prussian  blue,  and  all  fast  red  and 
green  dry  paints. 

Paints,  Ko.  17551. — A  firm  in  England  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  is  interested  in  nonfading  aniline  colors  which  will  stand  on  newly 
plastered  walls,  and  desires  to  obtain  samples  and  quotations  on  same. 

Lambskins,  ostrich  feathers,  hair,  etc..  No.  17552. — X  representative  of  a  South 
American  firm  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with  buyers  of  lambskins  (short 
haired  and  plain  skins),  also  buyers  of  ostrich  feathers,  horse  and  cow 
hair. 

Copper  and  steel  wire,  No.  17553. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England 
transmits  a  report  relative  to  a  market  for  copper  and  steel  wire.  A  copy 
of  his  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Cables,  copper  wire,  etc..  No.  17554. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway 
transmits  a  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  vulcauised 
cables,  copi)er  wire,  electrical  wire  for  bells  and  house  telephone  cables. 
A  copy  of  this  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Btructural  iron.  No.  17555. — A  firm  of  contractors  in  Italy  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  approximately  300 
tons  of  structural  iron.  Dimensions,  etc.,  may  be  bad  on  ai>|)lication  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Cotton  sacks  and  cloth  for  sacks.  No.  17550. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
France  transmits  a  detailed  report  relative  to  a  market  for  cotton  sacks 
and  cloth  for  making  sacks.  A  copy  of  bis  report  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Potatoes,  No.  17557. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  company  In  Argentina  stating  that  it  desires  to  purchase  from  5,000  to 
10,000  boxes  of  potatoes.  Detailed  information  relative  t«  methods  of 
packing,  payments,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  Bi)pIication  to  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  its  branch  offices. 

Wire  nails,  hoop  iron,  galvanized  iron,  etc..  No.  17558. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  In  England  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  exporters  of  wire  nails,  hoop  iron,  galvanized  solid 
drawn  fencing  wire  (not  barbed  wire).  Si)eclflcatlons,  etc.,  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  its 
branch  offices. 

Electrical  supplies.  No.  17559. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  in  New  York  has  been  Informed  that  an  Italian 
firm  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  elec- 
trical apparatus,  electric  light  fixtures,  and  electrical  appliances.  Cata- 
lognes  containing  the  articles  desired  may  be  seen  at  the  New  York  office 
of  the  bureau.  The  firm  desires  to  receive  samples,  catalogues,  and  full 
information  relative  to  prices,  etc. 

Belting,  No.  17560. — ^A  firm  In  Italy  is  anxious  to  secure  an  agency  for  repre- 
senting American  manufacturers  of  leather  belting.  Samples,  catalogues, 
etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once. 
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SHTPlffEirr  OF  HIDES  FBOM  BBITISH  imDIA  TO  TOnXED  STATES. 

(Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Calcutta,  received  July  14,  1915.] 

The  exportation  of  hides  and  skins  from  British  India  to  this 
country  is  only  allowed  after  the  British  consul  at  the  intended  port 
of  entry  has  communicated  by  cable  to  the  collector  of  customs  at 
the  port  of  shipment  the  following  declaration :  "  Satisfied  that  ulti- 
mate destination  of  goods  is  not  enemy  territory."  Exportation  will 
also  be  permitted  if  the  same  declaration  is  cabled  to  the  American 
consul  general  at  Calcutta  by  the  State  Department.  Such  declara- 
tions, in  addition  to  the  above  statement,  should  give  the  names  of 
the  prospective  importer  and  exporter  and  the  number  of  hides  it  is 
desired  to  import. 

AMERICAN  SHIPS  AT  USBON. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrlc,  Lisbon,  Portugal,  Jane  18.] 

In  the  10  months  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  seven  vessels 
flying  the  American  flag  have  entered  the  port  of  Lisbon  with  mis- 
cellaneous cargoes ;  five  steamers  and  two  sailing  ships.  Previous  to 
August  1,  1914,  only  one  vessel  of  American  register  entered  this 
port  in  15  years  and  that  was  in  1908. 

An  English  tramp  steamer  arrived  here  about  three  weeks  ago 
with  2,000  tons  of  miscellaneous  cargo,  and  I  am  informed  by  the 
local  agents  that  the  freight  amounted  to  over  $40,000. 


STOCK  EXCHANGE  FBOFOSED  FOB  CANTON. 

[Consul  General  F.  D.  Cheshire,  Canton,  China.] 

It  is  reported  in  the  local  press  that,  in  view  of  the  fluctuation  in 
the  market  rate  of  Government  bonds,  the  Chinese  Minister  of  Fi- 
nance has  proposed  the  introduction  of  the  stock-exchange  system  in 
Canton,  as  well  as  in  Tientsin  and  Shanghai,  in  order  to  regulate  the 
prices  of  various  stocks.  Accordingly,  the  civil  governor  has  been 
requested  to  take  immediate  action  to  encourage  the  business  com- 
mimity  to  help  on  the  movement  of  establishing  a  stock  exchange  here 
as  soon  as  possible  with  Government  support. 
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SUaAB  mSUSTBY  DEVEIOFHEirr  IS  PfTTT.TPPHgES. 

(J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  June  7.] 

Petitions  to  the  Government  Sugar  Central  Board  for  funds  up  to 
$3,500,000  have  been  received  to  date.  The  total  funds  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  board  are  $1,000,000.  The  disposition  of  the  board  seems 
to  be  to  put  the  available  funds  into  large  projects  rather  than  into 
a  number  of  small  ones,  in  the  belief  that  thereby  the  greatest  good 
can  be  done  to  the  industry. 

A  corporation  composed  of  Spaniards  and  Filipinos,  with  $200,000 
authorized  capital  stock,  with  ^0,000  subscribed,  has  been  organized 
in  Iloilo  to  establish  a  sugar  central  with  the  aid  of  the  Government. 

A  new  sugar  central  company  has  been  incorporated  at  Hinigaran, 
Occidental  Negros,  with  $500,000  capitalisation,  of  which  $110,000 
has  been  subscribed.  All  the  incorporators,  except  one  American, 
are  Filipinos. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  among  the  sugar  men  to  obtain  legislation 
governing  the  packing  and  shipping  of  sugar  similar  to  those  which 
have  recently  been  established  for  hemp.  The  desire  is  to  secure 
Government  guarantee  as  to  the  quality  of  sugar  packed  under  a 
given  label.  It  is  probable  that  legislation  looking  to  this  end  will  be 
introduced  in  the  legislature  during  the  next  session. 

[Manila  Dally  Bulletin,  June  15.] 
Kew  Central  Will  be  Largest  in  Islands. 

The  erection  of  a  sugar  central  far  larger  than  any  at  present 
operated  in  the  Philippine  Islands  has  just  been  assured  by  the  sign- 
ing of  a  contract  between  members  or  the  well-known  Yulo  family  of 
Occidental  Negros  and  allied  interests  and  a  syndicate  of  Honolulu 
sugar  capitalists,  who  have  agreed  to  advance  the  parties  first  men- 
tioned $250,000  gold  to  be  used  in  developmerit  work. 

The  contract  just  signed  calls  for  the  erection  of  a  2,D00-ton 
capacity  central  at  Binalbagan,  Occidental  Negros,  the  cost  of  which 
will  be  approximately  $1,250,000.  The  planters  control  about  15,000 
acres  planted  in  cane  and  are  confident  of  their  ability  to  furnish 
sufficient  cane  to  keep  the  mill  working  at  full  capacity  during  the 
ordinary  milling  season. 

It  is  imderstood  that  the  Honolulu  Iron  Works  will  install  the 
machinery  necessary  to  fully  equip  the  proposed  plant,  and  work  on 
the  project  will  be  begun  in  the  near  future. 

FHIUPFINE  VESSEL  COUES  VIA  FAITAMA. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  May  31.] 

The  schooner  A.  J.  West,  of  363  tons,  equipped  with  auxiliary 
power,  has  sailed  from  Manila  to  New  York  via  the  Panama  Canal. 
This  vessel  will  be  the  first  ship  of  Philippine  registry  to  pass  the 
canal.  It  carries  a  cargo  of  lumber  shipped  by  a  local  firm,  valued  at 
$99,050.  The  vessel  is  captained  and  officered  by  Americans.  The 
engineers  and  carpenter  are  Japanese ;  the  sailors  are  Filipinos.  The 
A.  J.  West  was  purchased  on  the  Pacific  coast  about  two  years  ago, 
and  has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber-carrying  business  between  Ma- 
nila and  the  southern  islands.  The  high  freight  rates  prevailing 
have  made  it  profitable  for  the  vessel  to  undertake  the  voyage  to 
New  York. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  KEPOBTS.  323 

TRADE  OF  FRENCH  WEST  AFRICAN  COLONXBS. 

[Tlce  Consul  Harry  A.  HcBrlde,  Boma.  Belgian  Kongo,  Hay  28.] 

The  following  figures  show  the  movement  of  foreign  trade  of  the 
French  colonies  in  West  Africa  during  the  third  quarter  of  1914 : 

The  trade  of  the  colony  of  French  Guinea  during  the  third  quarter 
of  1914  totaled  $576,123,  of  which  $264,269  were  imports  and  $311,854 
exports.  The  trade  with  France  amounted  in  value  to  $189,569, 
divided  as  follows :  Imports,  $110,332;  exports,  $79,237. 

The  foreign  trade  of  Dahomey  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
$831,491,  of  which  the  imports  were  valued  at  $432,886,  and  the 
exports  at  $398,605.  The  value  of  France's  share  in  the  total  trade 
was  $223,443,  the  imports  accounting  for  $152,982,  and  the  exports 
$70,461. 

The  total  foreign  trade  of  the  French  military  territory  of  the 
Niger  during  the  period  under  review  amounted  in  value  to  $70,250, 
of  which  $50,455  represented  imports  and  $19,795  exports.  The  share 
of  France  in  the  import  trade  was  $1,312, 

The  aggregate  foreign  trade  of  the  Ivory  Coast  for  the  third  quar- 
ter of  1914  reached  a  total  of  $800,796.  The  imports  amounted  to 
$482,185  in  value,  and  the  exports  to  $318,611,  The  value  of  imports 
from  France  was  $274,380,  and  the  exports  thereto  $120,549;  the 
total  trade  with  the  mother  country  thus  amounting  to  $394,929. 


SEES  HVaE  TRADE  FROM  COAST  TO  AUSTRALIA. 

[HonolulQ  Star-Bulletin,  July  1.] 

The  development  of  an  immense  trade  between  Australia  and  the 
west  eoast  of  the  United  States,  the  prospects  of  adding  larger 
steamers  to  the  trans^Pacific  service  are  at-  this  time  exceedingly 
bright,  in  the  opinion  of  Capt.  L.  Thompson,  master  of  the  British 
freighter  Werribee,  who  will  remain  in  this  city  a  few  days  be- 
fore steaming  to  San  Francisco  or  Portland,  Oreg.,  to  complete  his 
charter. 

Australian  importers  are  strongly  inclined  to  favor  American- 
made  goods,  reports  brought  to  Honolulu  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. I  have  moved  among  business  and  shipping  interests  at 
the  principal  ports  on  the  southern  continent  for  years,  and  believe 
I  am  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  situation  to  realize  its  great  pos- 
sibilities for  expanded  trade.  Take  it  from  me,  American-made 
articles  and  American-grown  produce  will  find  a  ready  market 
throughout  Australia.  The  difficulty  of  filling  this  demand  at  the 
present  time  is  due  solely  to  a  shortage  of  ships. 

FARMERS  COOPERATE  IN  ARGENTINA. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosarlo,  June  12.] 

The  agricultural  expert  assigned  to  the  district  of  Concepcion  del 
Uruguay,  Province  of  Entre  Rios,  calls  attention  in  a  recent  report 
to  the  prosperity  of  "  La  Mutual,"  an  agricultural  cooperative  society 
at  Lucas  Gonzalez  in  the  same  Province,  The  society  has  496  members 
and  closed  its  sixth  year  with  a  capital  of  $66,826.  Insurance  opera- 
tions have  reached  the  figure  of  about  $10,000  a  year. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


324  COMUEBOB  BEPOBTEi.j 

ITACT'S  PEBFOSATED-UEIAI  TSUUSTSY. 

[Consal  General  J.  B.  Jones,  Genoa,  June  24.] 

The  perforated-plate  industry  has  had  an  extensive  developmenii 
in  Italy  during  the  last  30  years,  especially  since  the  introduction  of 
large  steel  and  metal-working  establishments,  which  have  been 
equipped  with  high-grade  machinery  and  supplied  with  skilled  work- 
men, instructed  in  many  cases  by  German  or  English  directors. 

An  idea  of  the  production  of  these  establishments  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  fact  that  in  1913  the  production  of  iron  and  steel 
sheets  or  plates  in  Italy  readied  85,226  tons;  that  of  tinned  plates 
29,185 ;  tliat  of  lead-covered  plates  1,395 ;  and  that  of  zincked  sheets 
1^40  tons. 

Owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  the  metals  and  metallic  ores,  these 
works  import  many  of  the  raw  materials,  waste  products,  or  plates. 
The  quantity'  of  the  perforated  plate  manufactured  is  not,  however, 
sufficient  for  all  demands,  especially  on  account  of  a  coiistantly 
increasing  use.  Large  quantities  therefore  must  be  imported. 
Plants  Compelled  to  Reduce  Working  Say*. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  a  great  scarcity  of  raw  materials 
in  this  industry  has  been  felt,  owing  to  the  stoppage  of  some  sup- 
plies, and  many  establishments  have  been  compelled  to  reduce  their 
working  daj'S. 

The  perforated  plates  used  in  this  country  vary  greatly  in  thick- 
ness and  size.  The  only  way  to  become  familiar  with  the  types  of 
perforated  metallic  plates  employed  is  to  investigate  their  use  in 
various  industries.  In  some  cases  soft  metal  is  required,  as  it  has  to 
be  specially  worked ;  in  others  special  size  or  thickness  and  special 
perforations  are  necessary. 

Perforated  iron  or  zincked  iron  plates  are  used  in  soap-making 
machinery  (1)  for  the  manufacture  of  circular  sieves  of  a  diameter 
varying  from  1.G4  to  2.3  feet,  and  measuring  from  1.31  to  1.97  feet 
in  thickness;  (2)  for  the  manufacture  of  covers  or  other  parts  of  the 
apparatus  for  mixing  and  other  processes  employed  in  toilet-soap 
works;  (3)  for  the  manufacture  of  the  cylindrical  cages  of  oilseed- 
pressing  plants,  which  have  generally  a  diameter  of  from  1.3  to  1.48 
feet  and  a  height  of  from  1.15  to  1.8  feet;  (4)  for  the  manufacture 
of  perforated  filter-press  plates. 
ITsed  by  Makers  of  Textile  Machinery. 

The}'  are  used  by  makers  of  machinery  for  the  textile  industry: 
1)  For  producing  special  steel,  brass,  tin,  iron,  or  zinc  strips  used 
or  various  purposes;  (2)  for  producing  conical  spools  and  tubes 
employed  for  the  winding  of  cotton  and  woolen  yarns  and  the  treat- 
ment of  these  with  liquids;  (3)  for  producing  special  frames  used  to 
cover  pinion  wheels,  power  transmissions,  or  other  dangerous  por- 
tions of  maehinerv;  (4)  for  producing  special  pulleys  having  perfo- 
rations that  arc  said  to  avoid  the  slii)ping  of  belts  used  for  driving 
purposes;  (5)  for  producing  perforated  cages  of  dyeing  machines; 
(6)  for  producing  cages  or  baskets  of  hydroextractors,  having  gen- 
erally a  diameter  of  from  1.64  to  3.28  feet  and  height  of  from  0.93 
to  1.38  feet,  with  the  use  of  copper,  brass,  iron,  zincked-iron,  alu- 
minium, and  nickel-plated  iron  ^jlates;  (7)  for  producing  double 
bottoms  in  kiers,  boilers,  vats,  etc.;  (8)  for  producing  suction  boxes 
for  mercerizing  plants,  etc. 
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ThJBy  M«  iised  by  machinery  makers  furnishing  other  industries: 
^\  For  producing  small  and  large  filters  to  be  used  for  all  purposes: 
2)  for  covers  or  sides  of  stoves,  etc.;  (3)  for  the  manufacture  or 

motor  cars;  (4)  in  shipbuilding,  locomotive  building,  boiler  building, 

etc. 

Opportanity  for  American  Kanufaetnrers. 

'  A  favorable  opportunity  is  presented  for  American  manufacturers 
to  seU  perforated  metallic  plates  in  Italy.  It  is  essential  that  they  be 
made  to  satisfy  the  particular  requirements  of  the  Italian  trade. 
These  requirements  are  numerous  and  may  vary  in  individual  cases. 
1  The  methods  suggested  as  the  most  feasible  lor  reaching  the  pur- 
chasers are:  (1)  By  sending  circulars  to  all  available  addresses  or 
to  societies  that  will  distribute  them  throughout  Italy;  (2)  through 
advertisements  in  such  papers  as  L'  Industria,  Milan;  Le  Moderne 
Industrie  Tessili,  Genoa ;  L'  Industria  Saponiera,  Milan ;  Bollettino 
dell'  Industria  Laniera,  Biella ;  La  Marina  Mercantile  Italiana,  etc. ; 
(3)  by  securing  a  representative  in  Italy  who  is  already  engaged  in 
similar  lines. 

Some  of  the  principal  establishments  which  will  reach  the  trade 
are:  Societi  metallurgica  Giacomo  Corradini,  Napoli;  Society 
Altiforni,  Fonderie  ed  Acciaierie  di  Temi,  Roma;  Societk  delle 
Ferriere  Italiana,  Eoma;  Piaggio  &  Co.,  Sestri  Ponente;  Societa 
Anonima  "Ilva,"  Genova;  SocietS,  Anonima  Italiana  Giovanni 
Ansaldo  &  Co.,  Genova;  Society  Siderurgica  di  Savona,  Genova; 
Acciaierie  e  Ferriere  Lombarde,  Milano;  Costruzioni  Meccaniche 
Saronno,  Saronno;  Laninatoio  di  Malavedo,  Milano;  SocieUl 
Anonima  per  la  Forgiatura  del  Ferro  e  Costruzioni  Meccaniche, 
Milano;  Society  Anonima  degli  Altiforni,  Fonderia,  Acciaieria,  Fer- 
riera  Giovanni  Andrea  Gregorini,  Lovere,  Bergame;  Trafiljria  e 
Laminatoi  di  metalli,  Milano;  and  Altiforni,  Fonderie  e  Acciaierie 
di  Piombino,  Firenze. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  firms  purchasing  perforated  metallic 

{>lates  in  the  city  of  Genoa  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


NEW  STEAUEB  SERVICES  THROUGH  CANAL. 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  Jul;  7.] 

On  July  5  the  Blue  Funnel  liner  Idomeneus  arrived  at  Cristobal 
from  Liverpool  by  way  of  Kingston,  with  700  tons  of  cargo  for  San 
Francisco.  After  coaling  at  Cristobal  the  vessel  will  load  1,000  tons 
of  pipe  and  100  tons  of  machinery  for  Los  Angeles.  The  passage  of 
the  Idomeneus  marks  the  beginning  of  a  regular  service  by  this  line 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  west  coast  of  the  United  St  ites  and 
Canada,  with  a  sailing  each  way  every  month.  [Mention  of  this 
service  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  30,  1915.] 

The  Pachitea  of  the  Peruvian  Line  is  due  to  sail  from  Cristobal 
for  Baltimore  on  July  8.  This  will  be  the  second  vessel  of  this  line 
to  have  passed  through  the  canal  on  the  way  from  Peru  to  Baltimore 
recently,  the  Mantaro  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  July  9, 1915]  hav- 
ing made  the  same  trip  in  the  latter  part  of  June.  I'he  Mantaro  is 
due  back  shortly  and  there  are  expectations  of  establishing  a  regular 
line  over  this  course. 
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HOTES  OH  ASJBlSnSE  H£AT  mSTTSTET, 

[Bcvlew  of  Elver  Plate,  June  11.] 
Free  Admission  of  Cloth  and  Twine. 

The  Ministry  of  Finance  has  authorized  the  importation,  free  of 
duty,  of  cotton  cloth  for  making  the  coverings  in  which  meat  is  ex- 
ported, as  also  the  twine  used  in  sewing  up  the  meat  in  the  wrappings. 

Armour  Trigorifieo. 

The  new  Armour  f  rigorifico  at  La  Plata  will  be  the  largest  in  South 
America  and  will  have  a  capacity  for  the  daily  slaughter  of  2,000 
cattle,  4,500  sheep,  and  2,000  pigs.  Most  of  the  meat  prepared  in  this 
establishment  will  be  shipped  to  the  United  States,  although  a  cer- 
tain quantity  will  also  go  to  British  ports. 
Hegotlations  for  Meat  Trust  Under  Way. 

Advices  to  the  local  press  indicate  that  negotiations  are  in  progress 
in  London  among  the  Anglo- Argentine  meat-exporting  companies  for 
the  establishment  of  a  basis  for  concerted  action.    The  dispatch  reads: 

According  to  trustworthy  information,  it  can  be  taken  that  the  projected 
combination  between  Argentine  freezing  companies  wiU  be  satisfactorily  ar- 
ranged at  an  early  date.  The  directors  of  the  most  important  frigorlflcos  appear 
to  be  inclined  to  regard  favorably  the  proposed  agreement  for  the  fonnation 
of  a  league  or  trust  in  the  meat  business,  with  the  object  of  controlling  the 
French  market,  preparing  to  conquer  a  dominating  position  after  the  war  and 
during  the  period  of  the  authorization  for  the  transportation  of  frozen  meat, 
lately  accorded  by  the  French  Government.  Discussions  and  negotiations  are 
proceeding  with  great  probabilities  of  success.  The  most  serious  obstacle  so 
far  encountered  Is  that  of  arranging  freight  contracts  of  vessels  with  refi'lger- 
atlug  chambers,  but  a  favorable  solution  of  this  problem  Is  hoped  for.  Opera- 
tions can  not  be  fully  developed  before  the  heginnlng  of  next  year,  and  before 
that  time  it  Is  possible  that  the  conditions  at  present  affecting  merchant  ship- 
ping may  be  favorably  modified. 


SPECIAL  BASK  LOAIfS  IN  HANCHUBIA. 

[Consul  A.  A.  Williamson,  Dalren,  Japanese  Leased  Territory,  May  25.] 

Figures  presented  in  the  Dairen  Business  Magazine  (the  organ  of 
the  Japanese  Business  Men's  Association  in  this  city),  place  the 
amount  of  the  "special  loans"  of  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  out- 
standing in  Manchuria  on  January  31,  1915,  at  2,288,329  yen 
[$1,139,588.] 

The  "  special  loan  "  system  is  a  method  of  giving  governmental  aid 
to  those  desiring  to  open  business  in  Manchuria,  but  who  lack  the 
necessary  capital.  While  the  ordinary  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  rate 
of  interest  to  borrowers  is  11  per  cent  per  annum,  and  the  rate 
charged  by  other  banks  is  anywhere  from  11  to  15  per  cent,  the 
special  loan  rate  is  7  per  cent  per  annum,  and  the  usual  term  3  or  4 
years;  in  exceptional  cases  the  term  has  been  extended  to  10  years. 
During  the  term  of  the  loan  the  principal  and  interest  must  be  paid 
in  fixed  installments,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  term  the  debt  is 
entirely  wiped  out.  The  Diet  appropriates  money  for  this  special 
loan  service,  the  present  limit  being  3,000,000  yen  [$1,494,000],  which 
the  total  loans  must  not  exceed. 

In  Dairen  there  was  outstanding  the  simi  of  784,656  yen  [$390,- 
758],  being  the  balance  due  on  181  loans  originally  for  1,211,089  yen 
[$603,570],  made  to  members  of  71  trades  and  professions. 
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UniTEO  STATES  HBJJGt  OPPOSTUNITT  IS  FASAGTTAT. 

[Consul  Samuel  II.  Wiley,  Asuncion,  May  26.] 

Owing  to  war  conditions  abroad  and  consequent  diminution  of 
exports  from  European  markets,  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
increase  the  sales  in  Paraguay  of  American  drugs.  There  have  been 
practically  no  drugs  imported  from  European  markets  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  and  the  stocks  on  hand  are  beginning  to  run 
Siort. 

The  total  value  of  importation  of  drugs  and  chemicals  to  Paraguay 
during  1913  was  $297,978.  Of  this  total  the  United  States  furnished 
$70,190  worth.  In  1914  the  total  value  of  drugs  and  chemicals  im- 
ported was  $226,576,  of  which  $80,922  worth  was  imported  from  the 
United  States.  This  is  a  substantial  increase  of  importation  from 
the  United  States  during  a  year  when  the  value  of  importations  in 
every  line  was  far  below  normal. 

Practically  all  the  drugs  sent  to  Paraguay  are  imported  by  the 
drug  stores  direct.  These  stores  engage  in  both  wholesale  and  retail 
trade,  and  none  engage  exclusively  in  a  wholesale  business,  nor  are 
there  any  drug  jobbers.  , 

Teims  of  Credit — Introdncing  latent  Kcdicines. 

The  terms  of  credit  usually  given  by  European  houses  to  the  drug 
trade  here  were  six  months  after  date  of  shipping  papers.  It  will  be 
difficult  to  do  business  with  dealers  here  on  a  basis  of  cash  with  order, 
especially  at  present,  in  view  of  the  low  exchange  rate  of  the  Para- 
guayan paper  currency. 

All  patent  medicines  must  be  analyzed  by  the  department  of 
hygiene  of  the  Paraguayan  Government  before  their  sale  will  be 
permitted  here.  Companies  intending  to  introduce  patent  medicines 
must  be  prepared  to  conduct  an  advertising  campaign,  with  adver- 
tisements in  the  Spanish  language.  The  dealers  expect  manufac- 
turers to  do  the  advertising. 


SOUTH  AFBICA'S  TRADE  FOB  FOUB  UONTHS. 

[Clipping  from   Cape  Times,  transmitted  by  Consul   General   George  H.   Murphy,  Cape 

Town.] 

In  the  first  four  months  of  1915  the  exports  of  South  African 
produce  totaled  $20,901,403.  In  the  preceding  four  months  (Septem- 
ber-December) they  amounted  to  $15,632,103.  In  the  first  four 
months  of  last  year  they  aggregated,  omitting  gold  and  diamonds 
from  the  calculation,  $25,943,300.  The  greater  part  of  the  shortage 
of  $5,000,000  is  explained  by  the  enormous  decrease  in  the  exports  of 
ostrich  feathers  and  the  inactivity  of  the  wool  markets  in  Europe. 
In  this  latter  respect,  however,  there  are  distinct  indications  of 
i-ecovery. 

Turning  to  the  import  side  of  the  account,  we  find  that  the  imports 
of  merchandise  for  the  four  months  ending  April  30  amounted  to 
$36,143,500,  as  against  $58,315,300  in  the  like  period  of  last  year. 
The  decrease  of  $22,000,000  was  spread  over  a  wide  range  of  com- 
modities. The  decline  in  the  import  trade  api^roximatcs  38  per  cent, 
but  in  many  commodity  classes  the  fall  has  been  as  much  as  60  or  70 
per  cent. 
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'  ASffEvrnrE  aqbicultuuai  votes. 

(Review  of  RlTer  Plate,  June  11.] 
Oovemment  Aid — ^Bice  CnltlTation. 

The  Ministry  of  Apiculture  is  displaying  commendable  activity 
in  various  directions  m  these  days.  Among  the  manifestations  of 
energy  may  be  mentioned  the  businesslike  way  in  which  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  Government  to  expend  $1,503,000  m/n  ($636,900 
United  States  gold)  on  the  purchase  of  seed  to  be  advanced  to  intend- 
ing cultivators  was  obtained,  and  the  subsequent  arrangements  for 
the  distribution  of  the  seed,  already  well  in  hand;  the  establishment 
of  experiment  and  model  farms  in  certain  of  the  National  Terri- 
tories, and  the  publication  of  elementary  but  necessary  information 
concerning  the  pig-raising  industry,  in  anticipation  of  the  advent  of 
an  important  new  outlet  through  the  Armour  Frigorifico. 

Another  important  matter  in  which  the  Ministry  is  intervening 
effectively  is  the  promotion  of  rice  cultivation.  A  carefully  selected 
consignment  of  nee  seed  has  lately  been  procured  from  Japan,  and 
this  is  now  to  be  distributed  among  cultivators  desirous  of  testing 
the  possibilities  of  the  cultivation.  Officials  of  the  Ministry  have  been 
detailed  to  assist  with  advice  the  cultivators  in  the  various  Provinces 
under  the  general  superintendence  of  a  Japanese  expert.  There  is 
apparently  no  valid  reason  why  Argentina's  rice  requirements  should 
not  be  met  by  local  production.  The  statistics  relative  to  1913  ^ow 
that  61,506  tons  of  rice  were  imported  in  that  year.  Rice  is  at  present 
cultivated  in  the  Republic  on  a  total  area  of  5,000  hectares  (12,350 
acres) ,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  requirements  of  home  consumption 
could  be  met  by  the  cultivation  of  an  additional  25,000  hectares 
(61,775  acres).  The  Foment©  Agricola  department  of  the  Ministry 
is  at  present  occupied  in  the  compilation  of  a  pamphlet  containing 
useful  elementary  instructions  concerning  rice  cultivation. 

Seed  Distribution. 

The  commission  composed  of  members  of  the  Grain  Exchange, 
designated  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  undertake  the  pur- 
chase and  distribution  of  the  Government  advances  of  seed  to  small 
farmers,  has  gotten  to  work  with  commendable  alacrity.  Although 
wheat  is  the  crop  principally  contemplated,  the  commission  is  also 
purchasing  certain  quantities  of  linseed  and  rice  seed  to  meet  the 
demands  of  cultivators  in  the  Provinces  of  Entre  Rios  and  Corri- 
entes.  One  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  rice  seed  have  already  been 
acquired  by  the  Province  of  Tucuman  with  this  object  in  view.  The 
delegates  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  entrusted  with  the  details 
of  the  distribution  are  to  set  out  to-day  for  the  scenes  of  their  re- 
spective labore.  Each  of  these  officials  will  keep  a  register  of  the 
distribution  showing  the  names  of  the  cultivators  soliciting  seed,  the 
names  of  the  landlords  of  the  properties,  the  areas  which  the  farm- 
ers will  undertake  to  cultivate,  and  the  amount  of  seed  advanced 
to  each. 

The  intention  of  the  law  authorizing  this  distribution  is  to  favor 
small  cultivators  who  are  unable  to  obtain  credit  facilities  from 
banks  or  other  sources.  Consequently  it  has  been  decided  that  culti- 
vations so  favored  are  not  to  exceed  100  hectares  (247  acres),  and 
60  kilos  (132  poimds)  of  seed  are  to  be  allotted  for  each  hectare. 
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The  Grain  Exchange  conunittee  is  paying  particular  cnre  to  the 
selection  of  the  seed,  having  in  mind  the  climatic  and  other  condi- 
tions in  each  of  the  zones  of  distribution.  These  zones  are:  Entre 
Eios,  100,000  hectares  (247,000  acres) ;  west  of  Buenos  Aires,  60,000 
hectares  (123,500  acres) ;  San  Juan,  12,000  hectares  (29,650  acres)'; 
and  Mendoza,  10,000  hectares  (24,700  acres). 

Third  Offleial  Crop  Forecast. 

The  Director  of  the  Department  of  Rui-nl  Economy  and  Statistics 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  issued  his  tliird  official  forecast 
of  wheat,  linseed,  and  oats  production.  The  latest  estimate,  which  is 
somewhat  lower  than  that  formulated  in  the  last  week  of  February, 
is  as  follows : 


Provinces  and  Territories. 

Wheat. 

Linseed. 

Oats. 

TOTU. 

1,635,000 
MO.OOO 
1,400,000 
130,000 
715.000 
SO.  000 
iS.OOO 

Totu. 

215,800 

400,000 

290,000 

190,000 

14,700 

14,000 

1,300 

Tom. 
670,000 

Banta  Fe 

36  000 

Cordoba 

25,000 
22,000 

'Bnir4  piffi», 

Pamoa Torritorr. ....... 

50,000 
10,000 

Sad  Louis 

OUier 

12,000 

Total...... 

4,585,000 

1,125,500 

831,000 

Cnltiyatioii  of  Cotton — ^Wheat  for  Australia. 

A  petition  has  been  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  asking 
for  official  Government  protection  in  the  establishment  of  a  colony 
of  cotton  cultivation  and  the  formation  of  an  acclimatizing  station 
for  certain  plants  not  yet  grown  in  the  Eepublic.  The  petitioner 
states  that  his  project  includes  the  installation  of  a  large  cotton- 
spinning  factoiy  in  the  Federal  capital,  in  which  the  produce  of  the 
colony  would  be  spun.  He  asks  for  a  concession  of  10,000  hectares 
(24,700  acres)  of  land  in  the  Chaco  territory  on  favorable  terms. 

Exporting  Argentine  wheat  to  Australia  sounds  almost  like  send- 
ing coal  to  Newcastle,  yet  a  steamer  (El  Vastor)  has  recently  been 
chartered  at  70  sliilling's  ($17)  per  ton  to  carry  6,000  tons  of  wheat 
to  that  Commonwealth. 

TBABINO  HBXS  CLOSES  IS  BBITISH  WEST  ATBICA. 

The  American  consular  officer  at  Eoma,  Congo,  repoi-ts  the  publica- 
tion by  the  British  Board  of  Trade  of  a  list  of  German  and  Austrian 
firms  trading  in  the  colonies  of  Gold  Coast  and  Nigeria,  West  Africa, 
•whose  establishments  have  been  closed  by  order  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. Claims  against  the  firms  were  received  up  to  April  30. 
The  liquidating  officers,  who  can  give  details  regarding  the  estab- 
lishments, are  O.  Mitchell,  assistant  comptroller  of  customs,  Accra, 
Gold  Coast,  and  T.  F.  Burrowes,  comptroller  of  customs,  custom- 
house, Lagos,  Nigeria.  Lists  of  the  firms  closed  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 


Vice  Consul  Caspar  L.  Dreier,  of  Singapore,  notes  that  coconut 
planting  is  rapidly  coming  into  prominence  as  a  staple  rather  than 
a  subsidiary  industry  throughout  British  North  Borneo. 
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SOITTH  AUSBICAir  EXCHANGE  SITTTATIOF, 

CHILE. 

[Consul  General  Leo  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Jane  l.I 

It  is  possible  that  American  exporting  houses  may  have  received  a " 
somewhat  erroneous  impression  of  the  character  of  some  Chilean 
importing  firms  from  the  fact  that  bills  against  them  are  sometimes 
allowed  to  go  to  protest.  Allowing  a  bill  to  go  to  protest  is  not 
unusual  even  with  houses  of  good  standing,  and  owing  to  the  sharp 
fluctuation  in  Chilean  exchange  it  is  in  practice  rather  excusable, 
provided  the  bill  is  taken  up  very  shortly  thereafter. 

Chilean  exchange  during  the  past  two  months,  for  example,  has 
varied  from  8  to  8| J  and  has  now  dropped  to  7{J.  The  figures  given 
indicate  the  value  in  pence  sterling  of  the  Chilean  paper  peso.  Pre- 
suming that  a  bill  against  a  Chilean  bouse  in  New  York  exchange 
comes  due  when  the  peso  is  quoted  at  7|J,  the  value  of  the  United 
States  dollar  in  paper  pesos  on  that  day  is  $6.29  and  exchange  must 
be  purchased  on  that  basis.  Within  two  or  three  days,  however,  the 
exchange  quotation  may  be  expected  to  be  more  favorable,  as  at  8, 
8J,  8J,  or  8jJ,  at  which  quotation  the  United  States  dollar  has  the 
respective  values  of  $6.25,  $6.06,  $5.88,  and  $5.59  in  paper  currency. 
Onaranty  Deposit. 

The  inclination,  therefore,  to  wait  some  few  days  for  a  more 
favorable  rate  is  so  strong,  especially  as  there  is  approximately  a 
week  lo  10  days  between  mails,  that  yielding  to  it — even  though  the 
act  may  generally  be  condemned — is  almost  sanctioned  by  general 
commercial  practice,  especially  among  the  smaller  importing  and 
wholesale  houses. 

In  general  practice  one  method  is  followed  that  appears  to  satisfy 
both  parties  to  the  transaction.  In  the  event  of  a  bill  falling  due 
on  a  day  or  in  a  period  of  unfavorable  exchange,  the  debtor  notifies 
the  creditor  of  the  fact  and  makes  a  guaranty  deposit  of  the  amount 
of  'currency  that,  under  the  ordinary  favorable  exchange  condition 
of  that  month,  would  cover  the  face  of  the  bill,  and  the  conversion 
into  foreign  exchange  is  made  as  soon  as  the  exchange  rate  is  favor- 
able. This  arrangement  is  a  slight  concession  of  time  on  the  part 
of  the  foreign  creditor  which  is  often  of  material  advantage  to  the 
importer  and  which  is  much  appreciated.  The  chief  difficulty  in 
regard  to  its  application  to  American  trade  with  Chile  is  that  most 
American  houses  have  not  the  local  representation  qualified  to  enter 
into  such  an  arrangement. 

COX.OUBIA. 
[Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  Barranguilla,  May  20.] 

A  local  newspaper  states  that  in  Colombia  to-day  "  dollar  ex- 
change "  is  at  a  premium  over  all  other,  the  rates  in  Bogota  and  Bar- 
ranquilla,  based  on  Colombian  paper  money  at  per  cent,  being: 
Dollars  (sight  drafts) — Bogota  10,750,  Ban-anquilla  10,625;  dollars 
(coin) — Barranquilla  10,675;  pounds  (checks) — Bogota  10,400,  Bar- 
ranquilla  10,275;  francs  (checks) — Bogota  10,300,  Barranquilla 
10,200;  marks  (checks) — Bogota  9,750,  Barranojuilla  9,245;  pesetas — 
Barranquilla  10,625;  pounds  (coin) — Barranquilla  10,125;  lire — Bar- 
ranquilla 9,500. 
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In  cfaeds  for  American  gold  coin  in  Barranquilla,  the  selling  rate 
is  for  pounds  $4.84,  francs  $0,215,  pesetas  $0,192,  lire  $0.18,  marks 
^.215.  Owing  to  the  export  duty  on  gold  coin,  the  discount  on 
coin  ranges  as  high  as  1  per  cent  in  the  purchase  of  drafts  or  Colom- 
bian paper  money  in  Barranquilla.  In  Bogota  English  gold  fluc- 
tuates around  10,025  per  cent  and  American  coin  at  10,400.  Colom- 
bian silver  of  0.900  suffers  a  discount  of  one-fourth  to  one-half  of  1 
per  cent  in  its  relation  to  the  Colombian  paper  currency. 

[Colombian  paper  currency  has  a  greatly  depreciated  value,  the 
United  States  Treasury  conversion  rate  for  the  current  quarter  being 
$105  paper  to  $1  gold.  The  Colombian  gold  dollar  is  at  par  with  the 
United  States  gold  dollar.] 

ECTTADOS. 

[Clipping  from  West  Coast  Leader  tor  June  10,  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attache  A.  I. 

Harrington,  Lima,  Peru.] 

According  to  Guayaquil  advices  the  exchange  rate  on  London  from 
Ecuador  is  at  a  comparatively  low  rate,  owing  to  the  heavy  cacao 
exports  which  have  given  the  merchants  of  the  northern  Republic  a 
big  foreign  trade  balance.  One  or  two  instances  are  reported  of 
Peruvian  mercliants  going  to  Guayaquil  for  their  London  exchange, 
a  state  of  affairs  that  is  perhaps  imique  in  the  commercial  history 
of  the  two  Republics.  Transactions  along  this  line  must  of  course 
be  strictly  limited  by  the  small  amount  of  commercial  exchange 
between  Callao  and  Guayaquil. 

PEEU. 

[Clipping  from  West  Coast  Leader  for  June  10,  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attacb£  A.  I. 
.,,  Harrington,  Lima.] 

On  May  27  the  bulletin  of  the  Lima  Bolsa  suspended  quotations 
on  foreign  exchange  as  its  quotations  previously  had  been  largely 
fictitious  or  nominal  and  the  figures  quoted  had  no  influence  what- 
ever on  the  widely  varying  quotations  prevailing  in  the  actual  mar- 
ket. Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  exchange  on  London  and  New 
York  in  Lima  has  steadily  advanced  at  the  average  rate  of  a  point 
every  30  days.  The  average  prebellum  quotation  was  one-half  of  1 
per  cent  premium  for  90-day  drafts  on  London ;  to-day  10  per  cent  is 
the  nominal  figure.  On  30-day  drafts  on  New  York  the  value  of  the 
Peruvian  pound  has  declined  from  $4.79  (United  States  currency) 
to  $4.28.  Taking  the  par  value  of  the  Peruvian  pound  at  $4.86,  this 
is  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  exchange  from  1^  per  cent  before  the 
war  to  about  12  per  cent  at  present. 

As  stated,  the  rates  quoted  are  merely  nominal,  for  business  in 
foreign  drafts  in  Lima  now  consists  more  or  less  of  "street  trans- 
actions " ;  that  is,  the  buying  and  selling  between  business  houses  is 
largely  a  matter  of  private  and  individual  arrangement.  Instances 
have  been  noted  of  13  and  14  per  cent  premiums  being  paid  on 
London  90-day  drafts,  but  this  is  exceptional,  and  the  greater  vol- 
ume of  exchange  operations  is  going  through  in  the  neighborhood  of 
10  per  cent.  Even  at  10  per  cent  on  New  York  it  is  virtually  im- 
poi^ible  to  secure  drafts. 

Entinesg  Vlrtnally  tm  Cash  Basis. 

Ever  since  the  outbreak  of  war  there  has  been  a  severe  restric- 
tion of  local  credits,  and  the  large  commercial  houses  as  well  as  the 
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banks  have  practically  been  liquidating  their  accounts.  To-day, 
business  in  Lima  is  virtually  on  a  cash  basis  and  the  long-time 
credits  that  formerly  prevailed  have  been  almost  wholly  swept 
away.  As  a  result  of  the  commercial  houses  closing  their  credit 
accounts  they  have  found  themselves  with  extraordinarily  large  stuns 
of  money  on  hand  for  remittance  to  their  head  offices,  and  this  has 
placed  an  additional  strain  upon  the  exchange  market.    •    •    • 

The  future  course  of  the  exchange  market  can  not  be  f<H'ecasted 
with  any  confidence.  It  is  argued  that  with  the  preponderance  of 
exports,  the  considerable  decrease  in  imports,  and  the  tact  that  busi- 
ness has  now  been  transferred  largely  from  a  credit  to  a  cash  basis 
must  eventually  right  the  situation ;  but  meanwhile  the  demand  for 
drafts  shows  no  signs  of  abatement  and  the  selling  market  remains  as 
limited  as  ever. 


BRAZIL'S  MABEET  FOB  AMERICAN  PIPES  ABS  PITTINaS. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottfichalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  BraxU,  May  26.] 

Frequent  inquiries  are  received  from  American  manufacturers  of 

{)ipes  and  fittings,  who,  by  reason  of  disturbed  business  conditions  in 
5urope,  are  apparently  making  an  effort  to  obtain  a  share  of  the 
Brazilian  trade  in  these  commodities,  which  have  in  the  past  been 
almost  entirely  supplied  by  European  manufacturers.  The  im- 
portations of  these  articles  during  the  past  two  years  into  Brazil 
were: 


Country  of  origin. 

1913 

1914 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

United  Slates 

Metric  ion). 
3. 4  IS 

20,S2S 
17,020 
8,013 

t3«5,lS2 

1,614,654 

I,  £07, 784 

630, 13» 

374,485 

iftlTk  ton*. 
2,2ji0 
6,N)1 

10,396 
17,830 
12,388 

»178,a85 
584,414 
602,676 
678,779 
402,775 

Great  Britain 

Germany , 

France , 

All  others 

Total 

73,481 

4,492,244 

49,695 

2,446,708 

The  total  lengths  of  the  various  kinds  of  pipes  of  the  several  sizes 
represented  in  the  water  system  of  Eio  de  Janeiro,  according  to  the 
latest  report,  are  756.3C  miles  of  cast-iron  pipe,  5.52  miles  of  steel 
pipe,  40.4  miles  of  galvanized  iron,  and  101.4  of  lead  pipe,  a  total  of 
903.08  miles.  [A  table  showing  the  amount  in  use  of  each  size  of 
pipe,  with  the  figures  representing  the  respective  diameters,  and  a 
statement  of  specifications  for  pipes,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


KININO  DISCOVEBY  IN  ABGENHNA. 

(Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosarlo,  June  12.] 

Keports  from  Mendoza  announce  the  discovery  of  copper  and  sul- 
phur deposits  in  the  Planchon  Pass  between  the  Colorado  and  Atuel 
Kivers  in  the  Argentine  Province  of  Mendoza.  The  mines,  which 
are  at  a  height  of  approximatdy  6,500  feet,  are  reported  to  contain 
very  pure  ore,  not  mixed  with  any  other  minerals. 
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TAB  EASTEBS  NOTES. 

II«ndon  and  Cbina  Telegraph,  J0I7  5.1 

OU  Seflneiy  for  China. 

It  is  reported  at  Peking  that  rapid  progress  has  been  made  with 
regard  to  the  prospecting  of  the  Chinese  oil  fields  in  Shansi  Prov- 
ince, and  that  arrangements  are  being  made  to  carry  out  refining. 
It  is  expected  that  the  oil  will  be  put  on  the  market  in  the  northern 
Provinces  at  the  end  of  this  sununer,  and  it  is  expected  that  within 
three  years  its  sale  wiU  be  pushed  all  over  China. 

Iron  Works'  Extension. 

The  authorities  of  the  Hanyehping  Co.  (Hanyang  ironworks, 
opposite  Hankow)  has  sent  a  delegate  to  Wang  Shih  Kan  for  the 
establishment  of  an  iron  factory  tliere.  The  management  has  found 
it  necessary  to  extend  the  workshop  of  the  company,  but  as  all  the 
vacant  founds  adjoining  tlie  Hanyehping  works  in  Hanyang  have 
been  purchased  by  the  Hanyang  Arsenal,  it  was  forced  to  find  its 
extension  grounds  in  Wang  Sliih  Kan  instead  of  in  Hanyang.  It  is 
estimated  that  a  fund  of  ^,600,000  (about  $1,300,000  gold)  will  be 
needed  for  the  extensicm  works. 

TrassportlBg  Slameie  Paddy  to  Singapore. 

•  According  to  the  Siam  Observer,  the  Norwegian  steamer  Yarg 
arrived  on  May  20  from  Hongkong  to  take  up  a  six  months'  time 
charter  for  a  Chinese  rice  mill  firm  in  Singapore,  who  pay  the  record 
diarter  of  $14,000  Hongkong  currency  per  month.  The  vessel  is  only 
about  800  tons  net.  It  will  be  plying  between  Bangkok  and  Singa- 
pore carrying  only  paddy  to  be  milled  in  Singapoi'e.  This  appears 
to  be  an  experiment,  as  paddy  has  never  been  exported  in  large  quan- 
tities before  this.  The  paper  understands  that  the  old  Bangkok 
^;eamer  Providence  is  likely  to  return  to  trade  in  these  waters,  as 
negotiations  are  now  going  on  betwen  the  owners  and  Chinese 
charterers. 

Tea  from  Sumatra. 

The  island  of  Sumatra,  now  in  course  of  development  as  a  tea 
producer,  and  reported  to  be  capable  of  producing  heavy  yields  from 
mature  plant,  has  followed  up  last  year's  introductory  period  by 
larger  supplies,  and  the  industry  has  received  much  encouragement 
from  the  abnormally  high  values  of  the  past  year.  The  teas  have 
maintained  a  useful  character  and  have  already  secured  a  "  good  will " 
in  the  market.  The  area  under  tea  now  approaches  8,000  acres,  nearly 
all  of  w^hich  have  been  opened  out  on  the  East  Coast  from  good  Assam 
seed.  The  season's  offerings  at  public  auction  have  totaled  4,698 
packages,  for  which  an  average  price  of  20J  cents  per  pound  has  been 
realized. 

The  Italian  Ministry  for  Posts  and  Telegraph,  on  December  26, 
1914,  made  an  agreement  with  the  State  Kailwaj's  for  the  electric 
lighting  of  all  the  mail  cars  and  compartment  cars  used  for  the  trans- 
portation of  mails,  and  for  the  oil  lighting  of  all  mail  cars  provided 
with  the  proper  apparatus,  whether  such  cars  are  owned  by  the  post 
office  or  the  railways.  The  railway  administration  is  intrusted  with 
the  upkeep  of  the  lighting  equipment 
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I^TU'BES  IH  BECEFT  JAFANEfiE  TKASK 

[Consul  George  M.  West,  Kobe,  ilune  11.] 
Katch  Karket  Suffers  Heavy  Slnmpi 

With  the  approach  of  the  rainy  season,  which  usually  sees  a  de. 
pression  in  the  market,  and  the  collapse  of  the  inflated  price  of 
chlorate  of  potash,  a  very  heavy  slump  has  set  in  on  the  match 
market,  with  a  promise  of  still  lower  levels.  The  quotation  has 
dropped  to  $23.25  for  first-class  safety  matches. 

Erratic  Fluctuations  in  Amorphous  Phosphorus. 

On  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe,  amorphous  phosphorus 
went  up  in  price  remarkably,  jumping  from  $41  per  100  pounds  to 
$150,  This  was  only  a  passing  plienomenon,  however.  The  rise  was 
soon  checked  by  large  imports  from  England  and  France.  Indeed, 
in  February  and  March  the  market  was  weaker  than  before  the  out- 
break of  tne  European  war,  $40  being  quoted.  In  these  circum- 
stances, Japanese  and  Chinese  merchants  in  Kobe  made  reexports  to 
China,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  further  imports  were  counter- 
manded. 

Stocks  then  ran  out  and  prices  jumped.  Since  the  end  of  last 
month,  $80  has  been  reached,  and  as  much  as  $95  has  been  offered. 
The  erratic  fluctuations  in  amorphous  phosphorus  point  to  instability 
and  speculation  in  the  match  trade. 

Japan  Stops  Exports  of  Inferior  Braid. 

The  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  is- 
sued regulations  which  are  expected  to  be  effectual  in  preventing  the 
exportation  of  inferior  braid.    The  provisions  are : 

1.  Chip  braid  shall  not  be  bleached,  or  be  sold,  or  transferred  fop. 
purposes  of  bleaching.  This  provision  is  not  applicable  to  cases 
m  which  the  bleaching  of  the  chip  braid  is  resorted  to  for  home  use, 
or  for  manufacturing,  experimental,  or  similar  purposes.  In  case  of 
such  permissible  bleaching,  a  report  shall  be  duly  made  previously 
to  the  local  governor  of  the  quantity  and  purpose  of  the  chip  brai^ 
to  be  bleached,  and  when  it  is  to  be  used  in  manufacture,  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  manufacture ;  anj"^  departure  from  the  particu- 
lars so  given  shall  be  preceded  by  a  report  to  the  authorities. 

2.  Mixed  or  parched  braids  shall  not  be  exported  or  sold  for  pur- 
poses of  export  without  obtaining  the  permission  of  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce.  This  provision  is  not  applicable  to 
hemp  braids  which  have  two  or  less  patches  per  piece. 

3   Offenders  violating  the  provisions  of  the  two  preceding  articles 
shall  be  mulcted  in  a  fine  not  exceeding  $50. 
Season  for  Exporting  Rice  Prolonged. 

What  may  be  termed  the  rice-export  season  begins  in  November 
and  ends  in  April.  This  year,  however,  a  boom  in  the  export  of 
rice  still  continues,  largely  on  account  of  the  increased  demand  for 
rice  in  England  and  France.  In  May,  Kobe  alone  exported  to  the 
amount  of  194,740  piculs  (picul=133J  pounds).  Exports  from  Kobe 
until  the  end  of  May  this  year  amounted  to  926,548  piculs,  as  against 
360,298  piculs  recorded  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year — 
approximately  a  threefold  increase.  The  prosperous  condition  of 
the  trade  is,  besides  the  increased  demand  in  Europe,  partly  ac- 
counted for  by  increased  exports  to  South  America. 
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TACKXSQ  OP  BITTTEB  TOR  EXPORT. 

(Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  Melboorne,  Aastralla.] 

The  following  criticism  from  the  Melbourne  Age,  June  11, 1915,  in 
regard  to  the  packing  of  American  butter  recently  received  in  Aus- 
tralia, contains  valuable  suggestions  and  will  serve  as  a  guide  to 
American  exporters  as  to  what  the  Australian  buyers  expect : 

For  the  first  time  In  the  history  of  the  trade,  consignments  of  batter  from 
America  have  been  placed  on  the  local  market.  Mr.  R.  Crowe,  exports  superin- 
tendent, stated  yesterday  that  several  parcels  of  Califomian  butter  had  been  ex- 
amined by  experts  of  the  produce  division  of  the  agricultural  department,  and 
the  quality  generally  had  been  found  uniformly  good.  The  flavor  was  lacking 
in  freshness,  just  as  might  be  expected,  considering  the  age  of  the  butter.  The 
type  of  package  and  weights  cldefly  arrested  attention.  The  cube  boxes  were 
made  of  spruce  pine,  planed  on  the  inside,  and  coated  with  paraflin  wax  to  pre- 
vent the  wood  from  tainting  the  butter.  The  outside  was  very  rough,  neither 
the  wood  nor  edges  being  planed,  and  this  rough  exterior  lent  to  the  picking 
up  and  holding  of  dust  and  handling  marks.  All  the  brands  were  stenciled  and 
not  impressed,  as  was  the  case  with  Australian  butter  boxes. 

It  was  strange,  continued  Mr.  Crowe,  that  In  America  such  taste  wns  displayed 
In  the  type,  get-up,  and  branding  of  kerosene  cases,  and  also  such  a  laxity 
with  butter.  The  weights  were  not  marked  on  the  packages,  and  the  contents 
varied  from  65  to  72  pounds;  each  packet  bad  to  be  tared  and  recorded  sep- 
arately. In  this  respect  the  early  days  of  the  butter  Industry  in  Victoria 
were  recalled,  when  kegs  and  boxes  of  different  sizes  and  shapes  were  the 
rule.  It  was  then  necessary  to  weigh  and  record  the  gross,  tare,  and  net 
weights  of  each  package.  That  was  the  practice  25  years  ago.  The  Agricul- 
tural Department  set  to  work,  and  soon  had  the  }-cwt.  package  in  universal 
use.  The  whole  of  the  butter  packed  in  bulk  for  export  and  local  sale  through- 
out Australia  was  put  In  boxes  containing  56  pounds  net,  and  special  pre- 
cautions had  been  taken  by  regulations  under  the  commerce  net  to  insure 
the  contlnyance  of  this  standard  package.  By  the  arrival  of  butter  from 
San  Francisco  one  was  reminded  of  the  enormous  boon  the  standard  package 
was  to  all  ooncemed.  With  the  millions  of  boxes  of  butter  made  yearly,  both 
labor  and  clerical  work,  sometimes  Involving  mistakes  and  loss,  were  avoided. 
It  came  as' a  surprise,  concluded  Mr.  Crowe,  that  the  Americans,  who  adopted 
decimal  coinage,  should  have  overlooked  the  advantage  of  standard  butter 
packages. 


MABEET  IK  POBTUOAL  POB  GAS  HAITTLES. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  June  23.] 

Since  the  war  the  seurces  of  supply  of  gas  mantles  sent  to  Portugal 
have  been  cut  off.  They  were  supplied  formerly  by  Germany  at  low 
prices.  The  quotations  have  gone  up  considerably,  and  there  is  now 
an  opening  for  American  manufacturers  furnishing  the  two  standard 
sizes,  Nos.  1  and  2.  No.  1  is  lOJ  centimeters,  or  4  inches,  long, 
having  at  its  base  a  diameter  of  22  millimeters,  or  seven-eighths  inch. 
No.  2  is  1(>J  centimeters,  or  4  inches,  long,  with  a  diameter  at  its  base 
of  32  millimeters,  or  IJ  inches.  The  mantle  must  be  plain,  without 
holders,  preferably  of  white  color. 

Some  local  firms  use  6,000  to  10,000  mantles  a  month.  Samples, 
with  lowest  prices  and  trade  discount  sheets,  should  be  sent  to  the 
"American  Consulate  General,  Lisbon,  Portugal." 

The  Portuguese  duty  on  gas  mantles  is  20  per  cent  ad  valorem. 
Owing  to  their  general  classification  in  the  tariff  law  as  "  manufac- 
tures of  minerals  not  specified,"  it  is  impossible  to  give  detailed 
.statistics  of  tine  importation  of  gas  mantles. 
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FOBEIGH  TSADE  OPFOBTrnnriES. 

Besenred  addresses  maT  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  lU  brancb  oflieea.  Request 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  tbe  llle  number  given, 

;  JfocWnery,  No.  17561. — A  business  man  In  South  America  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  and  prices  of  macbinery  for  making  brooms  and  brushes;  knit- 
ting machinery  for  use  in  making  sweaters,  caps,  and  socks;  machines  for 
making  military  and  naval  uniforms,  etc.;  also  prices  and  catalogues  of 
electrical  display  advertisements.    C!orrespondence  may  be  in  English. 

Sugar,  No.  17562. — A  business  man  In  Costa  Rica  informs  one  of  the  commercial 
agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  he  desires  a 
market  for  sugar  manufactured  In  that  country.  He  states  that  he  has 
about  500  tons  available  for  Immediate  shipment.  The  sugar  is  the  "  Y.  C." 
Deliveries  can  be  made  either  at  Port  Llmon  on  the  Atlantic  or  Puntareuas 
on  tbe  Pacific.  Samples  of  the  sugar  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Bair-teasing  machines.  No.  175C3. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Ireland 
reports  that  a  hair  and  feaHier  manufacturer  in  his  district  desires  quick 
deliveries  of  three  or  four  halr-teasing  machines  for  working  pigs'  hair. 
The  machines  should  cost  about  $350  each.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  i.  f.  Liverpool  or  destination.  If  quotations  are  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York, 
the  weight  and  measurements  of  each  machine  ready  for  shipment  should 
be  specified.    Illustrated  catalogues,  etc.,  should  be  sent. 

Perfumed  vaseline,  No.  17564. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports 
that  a  wholesale  merchant  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  samples  of 
and  quotations  on  perfumed  vaseline  in  small  metal  boxes.  Tbe  prices, 
delivered  c.  1.  f.,  should  not  exceed  $1.35  or  $1.54. 

Ammonia,  No.  17565. — A  brewery  in  an  insular  possession  desires  to  purchase 
ammonia  for  refrigerating  purposes.     Prices  and  full  Information  should  - 
be  sent  at  once.    Correspondence  may  be  in  B^glisb. 

WittoiO  furniture,  No.  17566. — A  business  man  in  South  America  desires  cata- 
logues and  prices  from  American  manufacturers  of  willow  furniture. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Carbonatcr,  No.  17567. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  an  Insular  possession' 
reports  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  cntnlogues, 
prices,  etc.,  relative  to  an  American-made  apparatus  for  carbonating  bot- 
tled beer.    Communications  may  be  in  English. 

Druggists'  supplies.  No.  17568. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Africa  reports 
that  a  druggist  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  with  price  lists, 
of  American  druggists'  supplies  in  general,  and  of  rubber  articles  in  par- 
ticular. Corresiionilence  and  'catalogues  should  be  In  Italian  or  French, 
but  may  be  in  English. 

Zinc  sheets,  hrass,  etc.,  No.  17569. — ^A  manufacturer  of  toys  and  mnslctl  instru- 
ments In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to 
purchase  nickeled  sheet  zinc,  ranging  from  0.15  to  0.70  millimeters  in  thick- 
ness; ordinary  sheet  zinc,  1  to  3  millimeters  thick;  tempered  sheet  brass 
0.30  to  0.70  millimeters  in  thickness;  and  white  metal,  25  to  70  millimeters 
in  thickness.  The  party  states  that  he  is  prepared  to  pay  cash  on  delivery 
and  desires  quotations  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

UacUinery.  No.  17570. — A  business  man  In  South  America  desires  to  get  in  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  makiug  bone,  vegetable, 
ivory,  and  mother-of-pearl  buttons.  Correspondence  and  catalogues  may 
be  sent  to  a  representative  In  Washington,  D.  C. 

Rice,  No.  17571. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile  reports  that  a  business 
man  in  bis  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and  quotations  on  rice. 
The  rice  should  be  packed  in  double  sacks,  with  a  net  weight  of  42  kilos 
(101.41  pounds)  per  package.  It  is  stated  that  the  prevailing  terms  of 
credit  are  60  days  from  date  of  shipment.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanish. 

WASHINGTON  :  OOVEBKMBNT  PBINTIKG  OFFICE  :  1815 
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BESTJLTS  OF  FOBEIGN  TRADE  OPPOBTmnilES. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  firm  in  the  United  States,  stating  that  it  has  secured 
an  order  for  about  50  tons  of  paraffin  wax  for  export  to  Switzerland 
through  one  of  the  trade  opportunities,  which  was  published  in  Com- 

MERCS  BePOBTS. 

The  firm  states  that  it  has  received  valuable  information  from 
CoMMFJicJi  Reports,  and  that  it  has  made  trade  connections  which 
it  is  confident  will  lead  to  large  business  in  the  future. 


maut  vessels  buiidino  in  ttnited  states. 

Betums  filed  with  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, show  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  July  1, 
1915,  the  shipyards  of  the  United  States  had  under  construction  or 
under  contract  65  steel  merchant  vessels  of  298,426  gross  tons,  the 
largest  amount  of  work  at  the  corresponding  time  since  July  1, 1907, 
when  134  steel  merchant  vessels  of  403,473  gross  tons  were  under  con- 
struction or  contract. 

The  steel  merchant  tonnage  now  under  construction  on  the  sea- 
board, however,  60  vessels  of  288,701  gross  tons,  is  greater  than  in 
any  previous  year,  the  nearest  approach  being  63  vessels  of  273,865 
tons  m  July,  1901. 

Of  the  vessels  now  building,  21  are  bulk  oil  carriers  of  154,050 
gross  tons,  6  colliers  of  25,475  gross  tons,  and  5  passenger  steamers 
of  17,000  tons,  the  remainder  being  cargo  boats. 

The  vessels  of  the  United  States  Navy  under  construction  or  under 
contract,  excluding  submarines,  number  27  of  287,382  tons  displace- 
ment. 

Consul  General  A.  M.  Thackara,  of  Paris,  reports  that  a  French 
presidential  decree  dated  June  24  prolongs,  until  November  1,  1915, 
the  general  moratorium  relating  to  negotiable  instruments,  bank  de- 
posits, and  the  like. 
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HONSTTBAS  BUTS  NEATLT  PACKED  SABDINIS. 

[Consul  John  A.  Oamon,  Paerto  Cortei,  Jane  18.] 

A  recent  communication  from  one  of  the  leading  grocery  im- 
'  porters  of  Puerto  Cortes  calls  attention  to  a  trade  opportunity  which 
I  awaits  American  sardine  packers.  He  advises  canners  to  produce 
j  neat  packages,  well  packed,  so  as  to  compete  with  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  goods.  He  states  that  American  goods  are  in  season 
nearly  as  cheap,  but  their  packing  is  "  so  heavy  and  sl(^py  that  they 
.  are  not  wanted." 

Sardines  in  great  variety  are  imported  into  this  district,  and  while 

I  the  sales  are  not  great,  they  should  warrant  more  interest  among 

American  packers.    The  matter  of  unsatisfactory  packing  is  a  fault 

that  quite  generally  stands  in  the  way  of  the  American  in  extending 

his  sales  in  this  district.    It  ought  to  be  possible  to  remedy  this. . 

Quarters  make  up  the  majority  of  the  sales  of  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  sardines.  The  pack  is  5  to  12  fish  to  the  tin,  and  they 
I  are  put  up  with  both  oil  and  tomato  sauce.  There  are  generally  100 
I  tins  to  the  case.  The  tins  are  packed  with  a  small  amount  of  sawdust 
land  arrive  in  good,  bright  condition.  Key  tins  are  preferred, 
:  although  some  keyless  tins  come  to  this  mark<^. 

One  feature  of  this  type  of  sardine  packing  is  a  light  tin,  stenciled 
'  in  colors,  to  distinguish  the  oil  from  the  tomato  sauce. 

[A  list  of  sardine  importers  at  Puerto  Cortes  may  be  obtained,  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
'  Samples  of  Spanish  sardines,  such  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  Honduras 
market,  may  also  be  inspected  at  these  offices.  The  red  and  black 
stenciling  on  the  sardine  boxes  shows,  respectively,  the  use  of  the 
tomato  sauce  and  oil  packing.] 


THE  UABKET  FOB  BAZOBS  IN  CHILE. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Verne  L.  Havens,  Santiago.] 

Ei^ht  large  dealers  in  razors  at  Santiago,  Chile,  have  been  visited, 
and  it  is  found  that  the  only  American  razors  sold  are  the  safety 
yariety,  chiefly  Gillette,  Duplex,  and  Auto-Strop.  The  regular  razor 
supply  comes  in  normal  times  almost  entirely  from  Germany  and 
England.  In  1913  8,352  dozens  were  imported  into  the  coimtry,  and 
of  this  number  only  1,002  dozens  came  from  the  United  States. 

It  is  found  that  the  cheapest  old-style  razor  is  sold  for  $0.80  United 
States  currency  and  the  most  expensive  for  $3.20.  Safety  razors 
command  a  much  higher  price,  the  minimum  for  a  Durham  Duplex 
being  $6.72  and  for  a  Gillette  $7.  Grerman  blades  are,  however, 
found  for  the  latter  which  undersell  the  American  product  by  $0.51  a 
dozen,  the  German  blades  selling  for  $1.18  and  the  American  for 
$1.69  a  dozen.  Several  dealers  stated  that  they  were  out  of  stock  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  securing  razors  from  Europe. 

[The  names  of  Santiago  dealers  in  cutlery  and  the  address  of  a 
manufacturers'  agent  in  that  city  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  ite  branch  offices.] 


There  were  22,000,000  persons  enrolled  in  educational  institutions 
in  the  United  States  in  1914. 
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mosvcnoH  of  wood  fulp  nr  ABOEimirA. 

[Beriew  ot  Blrer  Plate,  June  11.] 

As  the  result  of  experiments  carried  out  by  a  Swedish  paper  expert, 
it  has  been  ascertained  that  Argentina  produces  a  tree  in  abundance 
which  provides  excellent  raw  material,  better  even  in  quality  than 
that  usually  employed  in  making  paper  pulp  in  both  Europe  and  the 
United  States.    This  tree  is  the  Araucaria  tmbricata. 

With  a  view  to  confirming  independently  the  report  of  the  Swedish 
expert,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  commissioned  two  Government 
engineers  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  properties  of  the 
Araucaria  inibricata^  These  gentlemen  recently  presented  their  re- 
port, from  which  it  appears  that  in  the  Territory  of  Neuquen  this 
tree  is  found  over  an  area  of  more  than  1,000,000  hectares  (2,470,000 
acres).  Three  and  one-half  average  trees  suffice  to  produce  1  ton 
of  pulj).  Where  news  print  paper  is  concerned,  two  and  one-half 
trees  if^ill  provide  1  ton  of  pulp. 

The  average  value  of  paper  and  cardboard  imported  into  Argen- 
tina during  each  of  the  years  1909  to  1914  is  ^ven  as  $5,000,000  gold 
[$4,825,000  United  States  currency],  while  in  the  same  years  the 
wood-t)ulp  imports  varied  between  $460,000  and  $960,000  gold  [between 
$443,900  and  $926,400  United  States  currency].  The  principal  coun- 
tries of  origin  of  these  imports  have  been  the  United  States,  Canada, 
Norway,  Sweden,  Finland,  and  Germany. 

The  report  suggests  the  utilization  of  the  waters  of  the  Neuquen 
River  for  the  production  of  energy  reciuired  by  local  factories  which 
might  be  established  to  develop  the  industry,  and  gives  a  detailed 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  erecting  and  equipping  an  up-to-date  paper 
factory  in  the  Territory.  The  figure  is  placed  at  $2,230,000  m/n 
[$946,850  United  States  currency].  We  understand  that  a  syndicate 
is  in  course  of  being  formed  to  exploit  the  industry  on  the  basis  of  a 
concession  from  the  National  Government  of  forest  lands  to  the  ex- 
tent of  10,000  hectares  [24,700  acres]. 


FISHES  OF  TELLOWSTOITB  HATIOHAL  PA£K. 

Of  the  many  thousand  persons  who  visit  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park  every  year  a  large  proportion  are  attracted  by  the  superior 
facilities  for  sport  fishing  which  exist  in  the  various  streams  and 
lakes  of  the  park.  The  maintenance  of  the  supply  of  desirable  game 
and  food  fishes  has  devolved  on  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  in  close 
cooperation  with  the  park  authorities,  and  the  introduction  of  some 
of  the  most  desirable  species  is  attributable  to  this  agency.  There  has 
just  been  issued  a  report  (Bureau  of  Fisheries  Document  818)  that 
will  be  of  gi'eat  value  to  anglers  and  also  to  those  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  fish-cultural  and  fisheries  work  in  the  park, 
entitled  "  The  Fishes  of  the  Yellowstone  N.»tional  Park,"  which  lists 
and  illustrates  each  of  the  species  of  fish  known  from  park  waters. 
An  artificial  key  which  accompanies  the  report,  when  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  illustrations,  will  enable  anglers  to  identify  the 
various  trouts  and  other  fishes  which  they  may  take.  The  document 
is  issued  primarily  for  distribution  within  the  park,  but  additional 
copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Washington,  D.  C,  at  5  cents  per  copy. 
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SUTJAUOH  07  ETJSSLUr  GOTTOH  KASKET. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Baodgtita,  ICoeeow,  Jan«  12;  translation  from  the  Bosslaii 

press.] 

Business  with  cotton  has  been  slack  on  the  Moscow  maricet  dar- 
ing the  last  few  days;  no  considerable  transactions  were  concluded, 
as  the  offers  for  the  grades  most  in  demand  are  limited.  Minor 
transactions  are  being  concluded  with  great  circumspection  on  both 
sides,  since  every  day  brings  new  information  oa  the  movement  of 
cotton  shipments.  The  manufacturers,  being  convinced  that  a  sink- 
ing of  the  prices  is  not  to  be  expected,  are  much  interested  in  first- 
grade  Ferghana  cotton,  particularly  to  normal  grade. 

The  spinners  are  informed  that  some  dealers  and  banks  still  have 
unsold  lots  of  Ferghana  normal  cotton  on  their  hands,  but  that  they 
do  not  place  it  on  the  market  in  spite  of  the  price,  which  has  recently 
risen  to  28  rubles  per  pood  (equivalent,  at  the  normal  exchange  rate 
of  $0,515  to  the  ruble,  to  $199.65  per  bale  of  500  pounds) .  The  (tealers, 
however,  state  that  though  considerable  supplies  of  cotton  are  to  be 
found  at  the  Moscow  stores  only  a  small  quantity  is  free  for  sale, 
the  bulk  of  these  supplies  being  in  firm  hands.  The  possessors  ex- 
pect to  realize  high  prices  later,  and  do  not  express  any  wish  to  dis- 
pose of  their  holdings  at  present.  Meanwhile  the  manufacturers 
would  willingly  offer  $206.78  per  bale  on  condition  that  the  quality 
of  the  cotton  corresponds  to  the  normal  standard. 

It  is  supposed  that  considerable  quantities  of  cotton  already  sold 
are  still  in  Tashkent  and  Krasnovodsk,  a  part  of  wJ)ich  probably 
consists  of  normal  first  grade. 
Demand  for  Tlrst-Orade  Cotton — American  Cotton  Inferior. 

As  the  weavers  did  not  receive  the  material  purchased  in  time,  they 
are  obliged  to  buy  what  material  there  is  on  hand  at  the  Moscow 
.stores  at  increased  prices.  The  first  grades  are  sold  either  for  cash 
or  for  payment  in  June  or  July  at  the  price  of  $192.50  to  $196.08  per 
bale.  These  supplies  are  being  exhausted,  and  at  present  there  is  a 
considerable  demand  and  hardly  any  offers  to  meet  it. 

The  great  demand  for  normal  and  first-grade  cotton  is  partly  ex- 
plained by  the  circumstance  that  the  American  cotton  now  being 
received  in  Russia  is  inferior  to  the  Russian  product.  A  number  of 
manufacturers  complain  that  the  fully  good  middling  Orleans  cotton 
received  by  them  consists  of  such  short  fiber,  some  of  which  is  also 
weak,  that  they  are  forced  to  mix  it  with  Ferghana  cotton  in  order 
to  twist  it  into  thread ;  the  product  from  Ferghana  shows  a  long  and 
strong  fiber. 
Triees — Cotton  Destroyed  by  Fire. 

Some  minor  transactions  were  concluded  on  first-grade  cotton 
mixed  with  dust  (of  which  there  is  still  a  considerable  quantity  on 
the  market)  at  $182.89  per  bale,  term  of  delivery  June-July.  Ap- 
proximately the  same  price  was  paid  for  minus  selected  cotton.  Sec- 
ond and  third  grades  are  in  demand,  but  the  offers  are  not  numerous 
and  the  prices  are  rather  high — ^$128.35  to  $131.91  per  bale  for  second 
grade.  A  great  part  of  the  Merv  cotton  is  sold  out ;  Aiskhabad  cotton 
may  still  be  bought  at  $181.82  per  bale ;  Bokluu^  normal  cotton  haa 
brought  $133.34  per  bale,  term  of  delivery  May-June ;  a  small  lot  of 
Chard joui  cotton  was  sold  at  $134.76  per  bale.    Business  is  slack 
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with  Caucasian  cotton;  supplies  of  Elizavetpol  cotton  are  almost 
exhausted ;  the  last  lot  was  sold  at  $181.82  per  bale. 

Hardly  any  transactions  are  concluded  with  cotton  of  the  future 
crop.  The  weavers  are  awaiting  more  definite  information  on  the 
progress  of  the  crop  in  America  and  Central  Asia.  The  Moscow 
firms  are  informed  that  there  have  been  heavy  rains  in  Tashkent  and 
Bokhara,  but  that  this  will  not  be  of  any  serious  influence  on  the 
general  development  of  the  early  crops. 

Information  has  been  received  at  Moscow  that  the  stores  of  the 
Eastern  Co.  at  Krasnovodsk,  where  cotton  was  stored,  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  about  150,000  poods 
(2,708  short  tons)  of  cotton,  belonging  mostly  to  Moscow  ban^  and 
manufacturers,  have  been  burned  or  damaged.  It  is  reported  that  part 
of  this  cotton  was  not  insured.  In  connection  with  this  information 
the  dealers  of  cotton  immediately  increased  the  prices  on  cotton  by 
1.50  rabies  per  pood  ($10.70  per  bale). 


CBESIT  TEBUS  FOB  OBEECE. 

[Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Weddell,  Athens,  June  2.] 

This  office  has  received  from  an  Athens  commission  firm  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

We  wonld  like  to  make  known  to  you  tbe  following  fact,  which  we  would 
ask  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  American  manufacturers. 

Some  days  ago  we  submitted  an  offer  of  round  bars  for  concrete  work.  We 
submitted  this  offer  as  representatives  of  an  American  firm.  Our  price  was 
Tery  good,  and  the  probabilities  were  we  would  secure  tliis  order.  Our  teriuB 
were  payment  against  shipping  documents  in  a  New  York  bank.  While  dis- 
cussing this  transaction  with  our  buyers  a  representative  of  another  American 
firm  came  up  and  accepted  payment  one-third  with  the  order,  balance  to  be 
paid  against  shipping  documents  in  an  Athenian  bank  (port  of  Import). 

Naturally  we  lost  our  buyer,  for  the  American  firm  we  represented  sold  only 
against  shipping  documents  at  a  New  York  hank,  and  the  buyer  preferred  the 
man  allowing  him  easier  mode  of  payment. 

Some  American  firms  will  not  understand  that  they  bare  to  give  payment 
facilities  In  order  to  transact  business  in  Greece.  We  are  afraid  that  American 
manufacturers  as  a  rule  are  not  very  well  versed  In  export  business.  We 
can  repeat  hundreds  of  the  above  cited  examples.  We  have  lost  orders  again 
and  again  on  account  of  these  hard  terms. 

If  the  American  manufacturers  want  to  do  business  with  Greece,  they 
must  make  payment  facilities,  or  else  when  the  European  war  ends  the  Kuro- 
peana  will  reconquer  In  the  Hellenic  market  their  commercial  superiority 
tightly  deserved. 

[The  name  of  the  Athens  firm  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  branches.] 


BETTEB  FACmriES  ON  PHUIFFINE  TBAINS. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Jane  2.] 

The  Board  of  Public  Utilities  Commissioners  has  handed  down  a 
decision  ordering  the  Phil^pine  Railway,  on  its  Cebu  lines,  to  in- 
stall better  lights  in  its  second  and  third  class  coaches  and  to  supply 
to  all  passengers  individual  drinking  cups  at  a  nominal  cost.  The 
company  is  aLso  forbidden  to  permit  more  passengers  than  there  are 
seats  to  accommodate  to  ride  in  the  coaches. 
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AUSTBAUAH  FEABI  SHELL. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  7iin«  14.T 

The  South  Sea  Islands  and  Australia  have  for  many  years  been  the 
chief  sources  of  supply  for  mother-of-pearl  shells  for  the  manufacture 
of  ornaments  and  buttons.  The  position  occupied  by  Australia  in 
this  branch  of  the  fishing  industry  may  be  seen  from  the  following 
figures  taken  from  official  statistics  of  the  Clommonwealth,  covering 
the  calendar  years  ending  December  31  and  showing  the  number  of 
tons  and  value  of  sheU  procured  from  the  principal  producing  States: 


states. 

Tons  (3,M>poands). 

Valu*. 

«U 

in2 

vnz 

ISll 

isia 

ins 

Qneenslond ..,....•.•....••......•.. 

4E7 

1,1S9 

71 

1,506 

Mil,  730 

1,106,020 

70,290 

M60.8tf 

2,053,235 

TS,m 

,  .$448,040 

West  Australia 

1,473,570 

Northern  Territory. 

•-.  M,fl90 

Total 

1,717 

s,iea 

3,  OH 

1,S84,640 

2,582,550 

1,987,240 

The  detailed  statistics  for  1914  are  not  yet  available,  but  it  is 
estimated  that  West  Australia,  the  principal  producing  State,  ob- 
tained a  total  of  1,336  tons.  The  value  of  the  total  exports  for  1914 
was  about  $1,251,900, 

Direct  Connections  Sought. 

Inasmuch  as  the  United  States  imports  annually  from  all  ^un- 
tries  unmanufactured  mother-of-pearl  shell  to  the  value  of  more  than 
$1,000,000  ($1,411,413  in  the  fiscal  year  1910,  $1,248,764  in  1911, 
$1,666,516  in  1912,  $1,135,952  in  1913,  and  $1,2S4,025  in  1914),  this 
would  indicate  that  that  Republic  could  buy  direct  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  Australia's  production  than  it  now  does  (amounting  in 
the  fiscal  vear  1910,  inclasive  of  shipments  from  New  Zealand,  to 
$420,581,  in  1911  to  $569,202,  in  1912  to  $751,385,  in  1913  to  $348,187, 
and  in  1914  to  $254,214)  if  suitable  arrangements  could  be  made. 

It  is  the  present  custom  of  the  Australian  pearlers  to  consign  most 
of  their  product  to  London,  where  it  is  sold  at  auction.  Much  of 
it  then  finds  its  way  back  to  the  United  States  weighted  with  addi- 
tional expenses.  The  pearlers  themselves  believe  that  a  more  satis- 
factory result  would  be  obtained  by  them  if  more  direct  relations 
were  established  with  the  dealers  or  consumers,  and  would  readily 
enter  into  relations  with  firms  in  the  United  States  to  whom  they 
could  send  their  product  on  either  a  consignment  or  a  purchase  basis. 

[The  address  of  the  secretary  of  the  pearlers'  association  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  offices.  A  review  of  the  Australian  mother-of-pearl  trade 
by  Consular  Agent  U.  W.  Burke,  of  Fremantle,  appeared  in  DaUy 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  May  14,  1914.] 

"Eoad  Models"  is  a  new  Department  of  Agriculture  bulletin 
(No.  220),  which  contains  illustrations  and  descriptions  of  the  models 
in  miniature  of  roads,  bridges,  and  culverts  and  of  road  machinery 
exhibited  by  the  Office  of  Public  Boads  at  expositions  and  fairs  and 
on  railroads.  Methods  of  construction  are  discussed.  The  bull^in 
may  be  had  for  15  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
iWashingtoUj  D.  C. 
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HOTOB-BOAT  PBOPEILEBS  FOB  CHIirA. 

(Consul  Qeoeral  Thomas  Sammons,  Sbanghal,  June  8.] 

Much  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the  question  of  supplying  suit- 
able motor-boat  propeUers  for  at  least  a  small  per  cent  of  the  many 
thousand  of  Chinese  craft  that  navigate  the  harbor  waters  and  inland 
canals  of  China. 

One  of  the  principal  means  of  transportation  has  for  centuries 
been  small  craft  of  various  designs.  Small  boats  penetrate  into  the 
interior  by  means  of  artificial  canals  or  natural  waterways  and 
swarms  of  junks  are  seen  in  all  of  the  harbors. 

The  attention  of  the  American  consul  general  at  Shanghai  has 
again  been  particularly  directed  to  the  possibility  of  utilizing  small 
motor  boats  by  the  transportation  methods  recently  resorted  to  by 
silk  cocoon  buyers  in  the  vicinity  of  Hangchow.  Small  motor  boats 
are  b^ing  utilized  in  reaching  far  interior  points,  and  the  result 
seems  entirely  satisfactory. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Engineering  Society  of  China  an  able 
address  was  delivered  by  Mr.  F.  O.  Reynolds  on  the  general  subject 
of  internal-combustion  engines,  with  special  reference  to  their  use 
in  vessels  in  China.  Although  Mr.  Reynolds  was  imable  at  the  time 
to  furnish  this  office  with  a  copy  of  his  address,  he  has  now  been 
able  to  supply  the  same  in  printed  form,  together  with  numerous 
illustrations.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Reynolds's  interesting  and  valuable 
report  is  forwarded  [and  may  be  consulted  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  oranch  offices]. 


AUSTBAUAH  SUGAB  SHOBTAOE. 

[CUpptng  from  Melbourne  Herald  for  June  17,  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attach^ 

William  C.  Downs.] 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  State  Government  to  pre- 
vent a  shortage  of  sugar  occurring  in  Victoria  between  the  middle  of 
July  and  the  end  of  August.  It  was  announced  authoritatively  this 
afternoon  that  an  agreement  had  been  arrived  at  with  the  Colonial 
Sugar  Refininjs;  Co.  to  import  sufficient  sugar  to  make  up  the 
expected  deficiency  in  stocks  until  the  new  season's  product  is 
available. 

The  arrangement  come  to  is  the  same  as  that  made  by  the  New 
South  Wales  Ministry.  Steps  will  be  taken  by  the  Government  to 
enable  the  wholesale  price  to  be  raised  to  £25  ($121.66),  exclusive 
of  duty.  This  is  £3  10s.  ($17.03)  a  ton  more  than  is  paid  at  present. 
If  the  Federal  Government  will  not  suspend  the  duty  or  agree  to 
refund  it,  the  price  will  be  raised  to  £31  ($150.86)  a  ton.  If  the 
duty  is  not  remitted,  the  price  of  sugar  may  be  raised  Id.  (2  cents) 
a  pound  retail.  If  it  is  remitted,  the  increase  may  not  amount  to 
more  than  5d.  (10  cents)  on  12  pounds,  and  if  half  the  duty  is  taken 
off,  about  Jd.  (1.5  cents)  a  pound  might  be  added  to  the  present  rates. 

[Earlier  mention  of  Australia's  short  sugar  supply  was  made  in 
Commerce  Reports  for  June  11  and  July  10,  1915 ;  the  situation  in 
New  Zealand  was  briefly  reviewed  in  the  issue  for  July  15.] 

Hawaiian  pineapple  canneries  were  in  full  blast  in  mid-July.  This 
season's  output  is  expected  to  equal  the  2,400,000  cases  packed  last 
year. 
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POSTAL  EMPIOtEES'  imiFOEHlS  IN  FOBEION  COTJNTBIES. 

Australia  supplies,  free  of  cost,  every  year,  two  full  Uniforms  con- 
sisting of  coat  and  trousers  (winter  and  summer),  to  letter  carriers, 
letterbox  clearers,  porters,  mail  drivers,  and  watchmen  in  the  post- 
office  department,  traveling  mail  sorters  and  officers  who  board  steam- 
ers for  mail ;  and  one  full  uniform  to  indoor  messengers.  All  except 
the  messengers  also  receive  caps  or  helmets,  to  be  renewed  when  re- 
quired. Suitable  overcoats  and  waterproofs  are  supplied  to  all  offi- 
cers wearing  uniforms  who  are  engaged  in  outdoor  duty.  In  the 
States  of  Queensland,  South  Australia,  and  Western  Australia  letter 
carriers,  letter-box  clearers,  porters,  mail  drivers,  and  watehmen 
receive  two  summer  suits  instead  of  one. 

Canada  supplies,  free  of  cost,  to  postmen  and  letter-box  clearers, 
jackets  and  hats  every  summer  season,  timics  and  serge  and  cloth 
trousers  every  year;  cloth  timics,  overcoats  or  jackets,  and  cloth 
shakos  every  two  years;  waterproof  overcoats  and  fur  helmets  every 
three  years;  waterproof  capes  every  four  years;  leather  belts  and 
gaiters  every  five  years;  boots  every  six  months  at  the  utmost;  fur 
capes  and  chamois  waistcoats  at  intervals. 

British  India  supplies  uniforms  free  of  charge  to  porters  actually 
employed  on  postal  duty  at  railway  stations,  to  postmen,  and  to  other 
inferior  servants  at  post  offices  at  important  cities  and  centers  of 
population. 

New  Zealand  supplies  uniforms  cost  free  to  postmen,  postal  mes- 
sengers, and  mail-cart  drivers,  including  tunics,  trousers  (walking, 
cycling,  or  riding),  overcoats,  cycling  suits,  shakos  and  white  hel- 
mets, black  boots  and  leggings.  One  tunic  and  two  pairs  of  trousers 
are  expected  to  last  for  one  year;  shakos  for  two  years;  and  white 
helmets  for  three  years.  Southern  Khodesia  furnishes  uniforms  for 
postmen  and  messengers  only. 

Honduras  provides  uniforms  for  postmen,  the  only  employees 
required  to  wear  uniforms. 

In  Hungary,  subordinate  officers  and  office  boys  of  the  postal  ad- 
ministration are  supplied,  cost  free,  with  gala  and  ordinary  uniforms, 
and  receive  a  boot  indemnity  of  $4.06  a  year.  Motor  drivers  for  the 
mails  are  similarly  equipped,  except  that  they  receive  boots  in  lien 
of  an  indemnity.  Summer  blouses,  winter  trousers,  summer  cotton 
trousers,  caps,  and  neckties  are  renewed  every  year;  winter  blouses 
every  18  months;  overalls  every  2  years;  summer  linen  trousers 
every  2^  years;  overcoats,  waistcoats,  and  capes  every  3  years; 
and  gala  jackets  every  5  years. 

HEW  BAG  FACTOBY  IN  ABQENTINA. 

[Consul  WlUiam  Dawson,  jr.,  Bosarlo,  June  12.] 

A  stock  company,  "  La  Victoria,"  with  a  capital  of  $860,000,  has 
been  formed  at  Kosario  to  manufacture  jute  and  similar  bags  (bol- 
sas  de  arpillera)  for  grain.  The  factory  will  for  the  present  con- 
fine its  operations  to  maldng  up  bags  from  fabrics  purchased  else- 
where. Equipment  consisting  of  machines  for  sewing  bags  has  been 
ordered  in  the  United  States,  and  the  manufacture  of  bags  will 
begin  as  soon  as  it  is  received,  probably  in  two  or  three  months.    The 

President  of  the  company  is  Senor  Miguel  Monserrat,  Calle  Entre 
;ios  540,  Rosario,  Argentina. 
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The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
July  17,  1915,  at  thirteen  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States,  were  as  follows: 


PJBtzicts. 


Imports. 


I)ati«8 
ooUected. 


Xzporti. 


Oeorgh  (Savannah)..., 
Hmadnisetts  (B«toii) 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Uarylana  (BalUmoie).. 

Virginia  (Norfolk) 

NewOrlaons 

Galveston 

fSao  FYBseiseo 

Washington  (Seattle) .. 

Baflalo 

Chicago 

Michigan  (Detroit) 

Total 


t3$4 
7(B,701 
653,848 
M3,073 
409,134 

78,709 
713,113 

77,633 
3U,8ai 
177,348 
778,784 
Ml,  770 
S21,900 


nS7 

1U,816 

2,646,551 

45«,533 

18,666 

3S,S06 

137, 191 

3,657 

65,038 

16,214 

9,734 

170,014 

20,690 


<6S3.2S4 

2,067,936 
23,044,416 
1,788,854 
1,017,200 
1,735,000 
1,619,850 
1,632,062 
1,0(0,567 
720,720 
1,658,456 
4,396 
2,904,802 


32,908,191 


3,778,167 


40,270,653 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  July  17  in  the  13  customs  districts  of 
$7,362,362.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  90  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  May,  1916. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  July  17  amounted  to 
44,723  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1914,  approximately 
8,395,316  bales. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  at  the  principal  customs 
districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows  (13  ports  handling  about 
90  per  cent  of  imports  and  exports) : 


Week  ending- 


Imports. 


Duties  c(d- 
Isctad. 


Exports. 


Excess  of 
exports. 


Jane  5. 
June  13 
lone  19 
Jane  26 
Jgl73.. 
July  10. 
Joly  17. 


«27.017,651 
32.621. 61i> 
80,062,2?) 
31,894,639 
29,896,466 
23,126,933 
32,908,191 


t3, 253, 010 
3,533,676 
4,373,381 
3,501,838 
S,16»,0e0 
3,734,116 
3,778,107 


(44,213,871 

46,877,826 
49,177,367 
40,944,204 
60,442,243 
40,801,146 
40,270,553 


$17,196,220 

14,256,207 
It,  116, 088 

9,049,565 
20,545,778 
17,674,214 

7,362,362 


CONTINVOTTS  KILNS  IN  OEEMAN  POTTERIES. 

In  connection  with  his  report  on  the  German  use  of  continuous 
kilns  that  was  published  in  Commerce  Eeports  for  March  13,  1915, 
Consul  Hairy  Gr.  Seltzer,  of  Breslau,  has  forwarded  a  28-page  mono- 
graph on  "  The  Introduction  of  '  Tunnel  Ovens '  in  the  Pottery  In- 
dustry," which  gives  additional  information.  The  brochure,  which 
was  written  by  Dr.  Carl  Loesser,  is  based  on  the  actual  experience  of 
C.  Tielsch  &  Co.,  of  Altwasser  in  Schlesien,  and  will  be  loaned  upon 
request  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
brandi  offices.   It  is  printed  in  the  German  language. 

Consul  Seltzer  adds :  "  Mr.  Turcke,  of  the  Keramische  Tnnnelof en- 
Bau-Gesellsdiaft  b.  m.  H.,  has  informed  me  that  my  report  has  been 
reprinted  in  a  trade  X)aper  in  Denmark,  and  that  his  company  has 
already  received  at  least  half  a  dozen  inquiries  from  this  source." 
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NEW  AIJSTBAIIAir  STEEL  FLAHT. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downa,  Melbourne,  June  18;  see  also  CoMMnm 
Befobts  for  June  8  and  July  1.] 

The  new  iron  and  steel  works  of  the  Broken  Hill  Proprietary  Co. 
(Ltd.),  at  Port  Waratah,  Newcastle,  New  South  Wales,  occupy  a  site 
of  264  acres  in  close  proximity  to  the  rich  coal  fields  and  limestone 
deposits,  and  have  splendid  harbor  facilities.  The  entire  plant,  which 
has  be«a  installed  at  a  cost  of  about  $7,000,000,  consists  of  the  most 
up-to-date  and  approved  American  machinery  for  steel  making,  and 
was  erected  under  the  management  and  supervision  of  Mr.  David 
Baker,  the  well-known  American  steel  expert^  and  the  various  proc- 
esses of  manufacture  are  in  charge  of  American  superintendents. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  management  to  limit  activities  for  the 
present  to  the  making  of  steel  rails,  it  being  estimated  that  the  one 
blast  furnace  and  battery  of  open-hearth  furnaces,  which  working  at 
full  capacity,  can  supply  400  tons  of  steel  per  working  day  to  the 
bloom  mill  and  rail  mill,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  120,000  long 
tons  of  steel  rails  per  annum.  The  total  yearly  requirements  of 
Australia  for  steel  rails  are  considered  to  be  about  150,000  tons, 
while  the  total  imports  of  iron  and  steel  in  a  more  or  less  manufac- 
tured condition  were  for  1913  over  400,000  tons,  with  a  local  value 
of  about  $36,500,000,  the  principal  items  being:  Pig  iron,  $1,080,- 
000;  plain  and  sheet,  corrugated,  $4,550,000;  galvanized,  not  corru- 
gated, $4,900,000;  steel  rails  and  fishplates,  $6^30,000;  bar,  rod,  and 
angle,  $5,730,000;  iron  and  steel  wire,  $3,110,000;  pipes  and  tubes, 
$4,230,000. 

Contracts  Already  In  Hand. 

The  present  equipment  does  not  provide  for  the  production  of  rods, 
sheets,  structural  steel,  or  wire,  but  the  plant  is  so  laid  out  that  the 
capacity  of  the  rolling  mills  can  be  quadrupled  by  the  addition  of 
other  blast  furnaces  without  in;ipairing  in  any  way  the  economical 
handling  of  materials. 

The  company  already  has  in  hand  contracts  to  supply  the  Federal 
Government  with  30,000  tons  of  rails  (about  250  miles),  and  the 
New  South  Wales  Government  has  ordered  750  tons  weekly  for  12 
months.  A  smaller  plant,  belonging  to  G.  &  C.  Hoskins,  exists  at 
Lithgow,  New  South  Wales,  which  at  the  present  time  has  in  hand 
contracts  for  400  tons  weekly  for  12  months. 

Although  this  new  enterprise  will  seriously  affect  the  sale  of 
American  steel  rails  to  Australia,  which  in  recent  years  has  amounted 
to  about  $5,000,000  per  annum,  it  is  ^ratifying  that  after  a  careful 
study  of  the  largest  steel  plants  in  Europe  and  the  United  States 
American  equipment  was  selected  as  the  best  and  most  efficient.  It 
also  assures  American  manufacturers  of  such  equipment  that  further 
business  will  follow  when  the  plant  is  enlarged. 

[An  elaborate  souvenir  booklet,  issued  by  the  steel  company  on  the 
occasion  of  the  formal  opening  of  its  plant,  has  been  forwarded  by 
Commercial  Attache  Downs.  This  booklet,  which  is  illustrated  with 
actual  photographs,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 
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SMALL  SEXASI)  FOB  IILECTSICAL  OOOSS  Dl  CTJBACAO. 

[Consul  H.  C.  Toa  Struve;  Curacao,  Dutch  West  Indiee,  June  26.] 

There  is  in  CwcoQao  but  one  small  electric  plant,  and  this  is  op- 
erated only  at  night,  the  current  being  used  for  a  limited  number  of 
street  lamps  and  for  lighting  residences.  No  use  whatever  is  made 
of  the  current  for  driving  motors,  nor  are  there  any  local  industries 
in  which  electricity  could  be  profitably  employed  for  power. 

The  electric-light  enterprise  is  privately  owned,  doing  business 
imder  the  name  of  the  Cura(;ao  Electric  Light  Co.  It  is  the  only 
concern  ia  town  that  sells  electric  supplies,  and  these  only  in  small 
quantities.  Its  machinery  is  all  American,  and  preference  is  given 
by  the  firm  to  American  goods,  though  the  lamps  heretofore  used 
haTe  been  of  German  make,  owing  to  their  low  cost. 

[American  consular  ofl^iers  in  various  foreign  countries  have  sub- 
mitted exhaustive  reports  on  hydroelectric  development  and  the  out- 
look for  augmented  sales  of  electrical  materials  and  supplies  in  their 
respective  districts.  As  announced  in  previous  issues  of  Comu£rce 
Kefosts,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  ar- 
ranged to  place  these  reports  in  manuscript  form  in  the  industrial 
centers  of  the  United  State&  where  they  may  be  inspected  by  manu- 
facturers and  exporters.  Additional  reports  have  been  received  from 
consular  officers  since  the  first  announcement  was  made,  and  these 
(known  as  Hydroelectric  Series  No.  2)  will  be  made  available  to  in- 
terested American  firms  in  the  same  manner  as  the  earlier  reports.] 


AaBICnLTUBAL  FBOOBESS  DT  SOXJTHEBH  AHGOLA. 

[Vice  Consul  Harry  A.  McBrlde.  Boma,  Belgian  Kongo,  Uay  38.] 

The  Benguella  Railway,  from  the  port  of  Lobito  into  the  interior 
of  Angola  (or  Portuguese  West  Africa)  has  had  great  effect  on  the 
development  of  the  Benguella  Plateau.  Small  and  large  planta- 
tions are  being  taken  up  all  along  the  line,  and  during  the  last  10 
months  of  1914  no  fewer  than  56,000  bags  of  cereals  were  brought 
down  to  Lobito  for  shipment  to  European  and  other  ports. 

This  activity  in  agricultural  progress  is  very  important  to  the 
colony,  coming  so  soon  after  the  severe  rubber  crisis  of  1913-14.  It 
shows  that  attention  has  been  turned  from  rubber  gathering  and 
shipping  to  farming,  which  is  really  more  important  to  the  colony 
itself.  Not  only  have  the  shipments  of  cereaiK  exceeded  expectations, 
but  quantities  of  hides  and  also  certain  amounts  of  rubber  and  wax 
have  been  ejcported.  In  addition  to  the  above  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  cattle  is  now  being  sent  to  San  Thome. 

There  is  still  a  great  demand  on  the  plateau  for  land  for  fanning 
porposes,  and  Mice  the  rubber  trade  brightens,  together  with  the 
present  boom,  which  will  probably  become  greater  after  the  Euro- 
pean war  is  terminated,  the  prospects  of  the  Benguella  District,  both 
for  the  railway  and  the  general  community,  are  bright. 


During  the  first  two  months  of  its  operation,  the  Argentine  Post 
Office  Savings  Bank  issued  17,133  pass  books,  representing  deposits 
to  a  total  value  of  $121,040  United  States  currency,  or  $7  per  de- 
positor. 
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PAHCT  WmSOWS  IN  ARGENTIKA. 

[Comiol  William  Dawion,  Jr.,  Rosarlo,  June  15.] 

So  far  as  this  consulate  can  leam,  there  is  only  one  concern  of 
any  importance  at  Rosario  taking  orders  for  fancy  windows.  This 
firm  [whose  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oflSces]  is  independent  and 
imports  raw  materials  direct  from  abroad.  It  designs  windows,  etc., 
of  colored  glass  and  also  painted  windows,  which  it  executes  in 
its  own  shops.  It  is  said  that  a  few  European  manufacturers  of 
stained-glass  windows  are  represented  at  Buenos  Aires,  and  such 
representatives  would  probably  compete  for  any  important  work  at 
Sosario.  It  does  not  appear  that  foreign  manufacturers  are  repre- 
sented at  Hosario. 

Fancy  doors  and  windows  are  used  to  a  considerable  extent  here  in 
private  houses.  These  are  generally  made  up  of  colored  glass  and 
are  simple  in  design,  although  occasionally  larger  contracts  are  let 
for  clubs  and  similar  buildings.  In  such  cases  builders  prefer  to  deal 
with  a  local  firm  on  account  of  the  delay  experienced  in  securing  de- 
signs and  estimates,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  breakage  and  slight 
deviations  from  specifications  which  it  would  be  hard  to  rem^y 
locally. 
Forelgii  Firms  Hlght  Compete  for  Chnreb  Work. 

The  firm  referred  to  points  out,  however,  that  there  might  be  an 
opening  here  for  church  windows.  In  the  first  place,  such  windows 
could  be  introduced  free  of  duty.  Furthermore,  the  lack  of  expert 
artisans  makes  the  composition  of  such  high-grade  work  expensive 
and  difficult  in  this  country. 

For  simple  work  the  price  is  generally  calculated  at  so  much  per 
square  meter.  Where  work  includes  figures,  a  contract  price  is  agreed 
upon.  Protection  glass  is  generally  used.  Recognized  terms  of  credit 
at  Rosario  are  90  days  from  arrival  of  goods.  My  experience  is  that 
many  strong  firms,  m  dealing  with  the  United  Stat^,  are  ready  to 
pay  cash  on  receipt  of  goods,  but  they  object  as  a  rule  to  making 
payment  in  advance,  especially  in  dealing  with  new  houses. 


SOCIETY  TO  PBOMOTE  HOME  INDITSTBIES. 

[Consul  General  Thomaa  Sammons,  Shanghai,  China,  June  2.] 

The  Chinese  business  men  of  Hangchow,  in  the  Shanghai  district, 
have  organized  the  United  Association  for  Advising  the  Nation  to 
Use  Native  Goods.  At  the  initial  meeting  of  this  body  five  reasons 
were  given  why  it  should  become  active:  (l)Political  economy;  (2) 
national  recognition;  (3)  livelihood;  (4)  prosperity  of  arts  and 
crafts;  and  (5)  advance  of  slulled  labor. 

Six  means  of  advancing  the  usefulness  of  the  association  were 
pointed  out:  (1)  Enlist  the  sympathies  of  all  schools  and  colleges 
throughout  the  country;  (2)  print  short  notices  in  the  daily  press; 
(3)  employ  men  to  go  around  and  give  public  addresses  to  the 
people;  (4)  distribute  handbills  giving  names  and  short  descriptions 
of  native  goods;  (.5)  keep  in  touch  by  letter  and  otherwise  with  the 
chamber  of  commerce  and  dealers  in  foreign  goods;  and  (6)  call 
upon  the  nation  to  use  native  goods. 
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XOVEKEHT  or  AKEBICAir  AGENCIES  TO  COFEJrHAGEN. 

[Consnl  Geoeral  E.  D.  Wlnslow,  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  Jsne  21.] 

The  past  month  has  witnessed  a  great  exodus  of  American  citizen^ 
from  the  belligerent  countries  of  northern  Europe  to  this  city.  These 
citizens  of  the  United  States  are  mostly  business  men  who  have  been 
i^presenting  American  concerns  abroad  and  are  now  finding  it  im- 
possible to  do  business  at  the  large  centers  of  Germany  and  Austria, 
where  they  were  formerly  located.  Many  large  concerns  in  America 
operated  factories  and  employed  large  forces  of  men  in  Germany. 

Copenhagen,  with  its  free  port,  presents  the  best  i>ossible  ad- 
vantages, and  aJktut  the  same  opportimities  await  the  active  business 
man  at  this  point  as  formerly  existed  in  Germany.  I  have  spoken 
with  nearly  all  the  new  American  arrivals  and  they  seem  pleased 
with  the  prospects.  They  have  opened  offices  and  many  are  nego- 
tiating for  warehouse  accommodations  or  have  already  obtained 
them.  The  embargo  situation  is  a  great  hindrance  to  through  traffic, 
embracing  as  it  does  such  a  wide  line  of  articles,  but  the  .Aonericans 
feel  that  with  the  close  of  the  war  they  will  have  their  merchandise 
right  at  the  threshold  of  a  big  market. 

The  handling  of  merchandise  is  easy  here,  storage  rates  are  rea- 
sonable, and  banking  facilities  are  modem. 

FBIZES  FOB  BUBBEB  FACTOBT  FLANS. 

It  is  announced  at  Eotterdam  that  the  Council  of  the  International 
Association  for  Eubber  Cultivation  in  the  Netherlands  East  Indies 
offers  an  international  competition  for  (1)  a  plan  for  a  complete 
rubber  estate  factory  principally  for  making  "  crepe,"  and  (2)  a  plan 
for  a  complete  rubber  estate  factory  principally  for  making  "  smoked 
sheet."  Both  plans  are  to  be  drawn  in  such  a  way  that  at  first  the 
capacity  of  the  factory  will  amount  to  100,000  kilos  (220,460  poimde) 
of  dry  rubber  per  annum,  which  by  three  extensions  can  be  increased 
to  250,000  kilos  (551,156  pounds).  The  projects  should  be  accom- 
panied by  a  detailed  description  of  the  factory  and  of  the  way  in 
which  the  competitor  considers  the  product  should  be  treated,  and 
also  of  the  necessary  machineiy.  Projects  may  be  made  in  English, 
and  should  be  sent  in  before  March  1, 1916,  either  to  the  office  of  the 
Association,  13,  Kneuterdyk,  The  Hague,  Netherlands,  or  to  the 
office  of  the  "Algemeene  Vereeniging  van  Rubberplanters  ter  Oost- 
kust  van  Sumatra  "  at  Medan  (Deli) ,  Dutch  East  Indies. 

For  the  best  project  a  prize  of  1,500  florins  ($C03)  is  offered,  and 
a  prize  of  500  florins  ($201)  will  be  given  for  the  second  best  project. 

LOW  FBICES  FOB  OUS  IN  HAWAH. 

As  the  Hawaiian  Islands  use  4,000,000  gallons  of  gasoline,  the 
Honolulu  Star-Bulletin  says  that  the  present  "  oil  war  "  of  three  com- 
panies will  save  the  purchasers  about  $700,000  annually.  It  says  that 
"  two  years  ago,  before  the  two  independent  companies  began  hand- 
ling gasoline,  it  sold  at  35  cents  a  gallon;  now  it  is  13  cents;  the 
municipality  is  offered  it  at  11^  cents."  Fuel  oil  is  rapidly  coming 
into  favor  in  the  islands,  and  the  lowest  tender  just  made  to  the  city 
of  Honolulu  is  97  cents  per  barrel;  case  petroleum  was  offered  at  17^ 
cents  per  gallon,  and  petroleum  in  barrels,  10^  cents;  distillate  was 
oSered  at  $0.0795  per  gallon. 
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BBAzn  usma  xobe  fobeiok  flavoss  nr  beveraoes. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Uay  21.] 

The  ample  production  of  fresh  fruits  and  the  comparative  high 
cost  of  the  foreign  article  are  the  principal  reasons  for  a  compara- 
tively small,  but  probably  increasing,  demand  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  for 
flavors  and  extracts  used  here  in  the  manufacture  of  nonalcoholic 
beverages.  The  most  popular  beverages  in  this  class,  usually  made 
from  fresh  fruit  at  the  time  of  serving,  are  oranges,  lemons,  and 
caju  (cashew,  Anacardium  occidentcde). 

Importation!  of  Flavored  Sirups  and  Cordials. 

From  statistics  showing  the  importations  of  flavored  sirups  and 
cordials  into  Brazil,  no  accurate  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the  share 
which  flavorings  form  in  these  amounts,  as  the  importations  of  the 
cordials  constitute  the  major  part  by  far.    These  figures  are: 


Countrta  of  origin. 


OtnnanT  

United  SUtes.... 
Auslrlft-Hungary 
Franoe 


1913 


«2,e65 

300 

3,967 

78,576 


1914 


$1,316 

459 

2,064 

36,391 


Countries  of  origin. 


Spein 

Ail  other... 

ToUl 


19U 


$15,303 
13,926 


114,536 


1914 


16,016 
6,504 


50,750 


Before  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  Germany  and  France 
were  practically  alone  in  sales  of  flavorings  to  Brazil,  and  during 
the  past  eight  months  the  trade  has  remained  with  France.  The 
flavoring  extracts  imported  are  gooseberry,  cherry,  grenadine  or 
pomegranate,  and  strawberry.  One  quart  or  the  imported  concen- 
trate is  said  to  make  100  quarts  of  the  flavoring  employed  in  the 
E reparation  of  the  beverages.  The  concentrate  is  usually  packed  in 
ottles  of  1  liter  (1  liter= 1.05668  quarts).  These  are  in  turn  packed 
in  wooden  cases  containing  24  bottles.  The  product  retails  here  at 
from  15  to  20  milreis  ($3.?5  to  $5  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange) 

{)er  bottle,  and  the  flavor,  after  it  has  been  reduced  in  strength 
ocally  and  rebottled  in  1-liter  bottles,  retails  from  1  milreis  500 
reis  to  2  milreis  (38  cents  to  50  cents)  per  bottle. 

Five  factories  are  operating  on  a  small  scale  in  Rio  de  Janeiro 
jn  the  manufacture  of  flavors  and  cordials.  Flavors  that  they  make 
from  native  fruits  are  lemon,  orange,  tamarind,  cashew,  and  pine- 
apple. They  also  import  the  concentrates  mentioned  in  this  report, 
and  reduce  and  rebottle  them  for  sale  to  local  bars,  coffeehouses,  and 
similar  establishments. 

Opportnnities  for  American  Flavors. 

Although  the  demand  for  foreign  flavorings  is  limited  here,  there 
appears  to  be  an  opportunity  to  replace  some  products  furnished 
previous  to  the  war  and  to  compete  with  others  which  now  hold  the 
market.  The  easiest  way  for  American  manufacturers  to  direct  the 
attention  of  local  buyers  to  these  products  would  be  to  address  the 
local  factories  and  bottlers.  [The  names  and  addresses  of  these  manu- 
facturers of  flavors  and  reducers  of  foreign  concentrated  flavors  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

It  is  believed  that  in  spite  of  the  popularity  and  abundance  of 
native  fruit  extracts,  American  flavors  would  find  favor  here  if 
properly  introduced  and  advertised,  as  has  been  done  successfully, 
for  instance,  with  certain  brands  of  American  grape  juice. 
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FEniFnNE  IITKBXa  FOB  CSISA. 

[J.  V.  Boomer,  correapondest,  UanlU,  Hay  28.] 

The  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Forestry,  who  has  recently  returned 
from  a  trij)  to  China  in  the  interests  oi  Philippine  lumber,  reports 
that  there  is  a  market  in  China  for  all  the  lumlber  produced  in  the 
islands  if  the  proper  connections  can  be  made  between  the  producer 
and  consumer.  The  Chinese  dealers  want  a  guarantee  of  a  constant 
supply.  They  are  not  willing  to  accept  one  consignment,  but  demand 
that  they  be  assured  of  contmuous  supply,  even  though  it  be  small. 
An  American  formerly  in  the  service  of  tne  Philippine  Government, 
now  in  busiijess  in  Shanghai,  reports  that  there  is  a  demand  there 
for  Philippine  lumber,  but  there  is  not  a  constant  supply,  and  the 
purchaser  is  never  sure  of  getting  enough  of  the  same  .class  to  com- 
plete his  particular  job. 


APPLE  CHOP  PB0SPECT8  IS  OHTABIO. 

[Coninl  Julias  D.  Drebar,  Toronto,  Canada,  July  7.] 

An  official  fruit  crop  report  states  that  the  apple  crop  of  Ontario 
will  be  much  less  than  last  year.  Reports  from  the  western  part  of 
the  Province  are  oniformly  imfavorable,  and  even  in  the  orchards 
east  of  Toronto,  on  Lake  Ontario,  the  crop  does  not  now  promise  to 
be  equal  to  that  of  1914.  In  Norfolk  County,  and  in  tne  district 
between  Toronto  and  Niagara  Falls,  the  crop  is  estimated  at  one- 
half  that  of  last  year.  In  the  Toronto-Hamilton  section  the  com- 
mercial crop  promises  to  be  about  60  per  cent,  while  in  Prince 
Edward  County  and  north  of  Lake  Ontario  the  crop  may  be  75  per 
cent.  Of  the  total  apple  crop  of  Canada  in  the  last  census  year 
(1910),  amounting  to  10,618,666  bushels,  Ontario  produced  6,459,151 
bushels,  or  almost  61  per  cent. 


PVBnCATIONS  OF  THE  DEPABTHEITr  OF  COUMEKCE. 

"List  of  Publications  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  Available 
for  Distribution  "  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  issued  about  twice  a  year 
by  the  Division  of  Publications  of  the  department  for  free  distribu- 
tion. The  list  contains  the  titles  of  all  available  publications  of  the 
department,  full  instructions  as  to  how  they  may  be  obtained,  and 
condensed  information  concerning  the  scope  of  the  publication  work 
of  the  department. 

There  is  also  issued  monthly  by  the  division  a  list  of  the  publica- 
tions becoming  available  during  the  month  for  distribution. 

Persons  desiring  to  receive  these  pamphlets  regularly  mayhaVe  their 
names  placed  on  the  mailing  list  by  applying  to  the  Chief  Division  of 
Publications,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Bailways:  Twenty -sixth  annual  report  on  statistics  of  railways  in 
the  United  States,  year  ended  June  30,  1913,  Interstate  Commerce 
Ooramission,  statistical  tables  covering  receiverships,  mileage,  classifi- 
cation, equipment,  employees,  etc.  Cloth  copies  for  sale  at  $1  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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FOSEIGH  TRADE  OPPOETTTNITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnre>a  and  its  brsneli  oflIe«a.  Reqaest 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flle  namber  given. 

Metal  lacquer.  No.  17572.— A  business  man  In  South  America  desires  to  receive 
quotations  and  samples  oi  metal  lacquer  for  bottle  covers.  Communica- 
tions may  be  addressed  to  a  representative  in  Washington. 

Match  splints.  No.  17573.— A  firm  in  Canada  writes  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  manufacturers  of 
matches  who  are  in  a  position  to  sutiply  square  match  splints  made  of 
pine  or  basswood. 

Metal,  No.  17574. — ^Tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  in  receipt 
of  a  communication  from  a  foreign  consular  officer  in  New  York  City  stat- 
ing that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  a 
metal  compound  similar  to  the  sample  which  may  be  examined  at  the 
bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  The  metal  is  used  in  the  East  Indies  In  the 
packing  of  tea.  The  material  must  be  tough  and  must  not  be  colored.  It 
should  be  of  n  tlilckness  ot  ^  of  a  millimeter.  A  sketch  Illustrating 
systems  of  packing  may  be  examined  at  tbe  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Kinematographs,  No.  1757G. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  business  man  in  Chile,  who  asks  for  the  names  of  American 
manufacturers  of  small  high-class  kinematograph  projecting  machines  for 
home  use. 

Jfuts  and  dry  fruits.  No.  17676. — ^A  Simnish  exporter  of  hazelnuts,  almonds  in 
shell  and  shelled,  and  dry  fruits  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
importers  of  these  commodities.  Correspondence  should  be  conducted  in 
Spanish.  References  are  given.  The  address  of  a  New  York  City  agent  is 
also  given. 

Machinery,  No.  17577. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far  East  reiwrts 
that  a  business  man  In  his  dl-strict  desires  to  receive  catalogues  with  prices 
c.  1.  f.  destination  of  a  stone  crushing  and  washing  machine  suitable  for 
making  ocber  from  stony  and  soft  ground;  also  for  motor  |H)wer  to  run 
such  plant.  The  machinery  is  to  have  a  capacity  of  from  900  to  1,100 
pounds  per  hour.    Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Ocher,  No.  17578. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Siberia  transmits  the  names 
and  addresses  of  two  firms  In  his  district,  which  are  Interested  In  the 
Importation  of  ocher. 

General  agency.  No.  17579. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that 
a  commercial  banking  firm  in  tils  district  desires  to  receive  the  names  and 
addresses  of  American  firms  which  are  Interested  In  Italian  markets.  It  Is 
the  purpose  of  the  banking  house  to  promote  the  general  Interchange  of 
commodities  of  Italy  and  the  United  States.  A  list  of  the  directors  of  the 
banking  firm  may  be  seen  at  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  branch  offices. 

Hardware,  shoemakers'  supplies,  etc..  No.  17580. — The  Department  of  Commerce 
Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Greece  stating  that  he 
de.sires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  screws  for 
wood  and  metal,  general  supplies  for  shoemalcers,  iron  wire,  sheet  iron,  pig 
lead,  hinge  plates,  leather  for  boots  and  shoes,  tin  or  nickel  plated  knives 
and  forks.  Samples  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  Plneus. 

Oold-Uncd  paper.  No.  17581. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports 
that  an  old-established  firm  of  Government  contractors  and  general  print- 
ers In  his  district  desires  to  receive  somples  of  gold-lined  paper  similar  to 
tbe  sample  which  may  be  e.^amlned  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  L  f.  destina- 
tion.   Reference  is  given. 
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COHSITLAB  TEABE  CONFERENCES. 

Consul  Henry  S.  Culver,  of  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  will  be  on 
leave  of  absence  in  the  United  States  until  about  August  2.  His 
address  is  Vineland,  N.  J.  By  addressing  him  there  trade  confer- 
ences can  be  arranged  to  take  place  at  the  New  Bingham  Hotel, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Consul  J.  E.  Jones,  of  Lyon,  France,  reports  that  he  started  on 
June  26  on  leave  of  absence  for  60  days  in  the  United  States.  His 
address  will  be  "Dr.  J.  E.  Jones,  care  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Ogram,  Thir- 
teenth and  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Northwest,  Washington,  D.  C." 

Consul  Robert  Frazer,  jr.,  of  Bahia,  Brazil,  expects  to  arrive  in  the 
United  States  on  a  short  leave  of  absence.  His  address  soon  :.-ter 
August  1,  1915,  will  be  care  of  Consular  Bureau,  Department  of 
State. 

MOTOE-PLOW  CONTEST  IN  SCOTLAND. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  Rufus  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  July  17.] 

Motor  plow  tests  here  early  in  October.  Advise  manufacturers. 
Address  Highland  Agricultural  Society,  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 

(Note:  An  account  of  a  recent  motor-plow  demonstration  In  Scotland  .tp- 
peared  In  Commerce  Reports  for  June  8,  1015,  and  of  mechanical  potato- 
planting  trials  in  the  issue  for  April  10,  1915;  present  trade  conditions  for  agri- 
cultural machinery  generally  were  described  in  the  issue  for  July  0,  1915.] 


COBBECTION. 


The  first  sentence  of  the  article  entitled  "Currency  Depreciation 
and  the  BraziUau  Tariff,"  which  appeared  in  Commerce  Reports 
July  15,  1915  (p.  260),  should  read  as  follows:  "All  Brazilian  duties 
are  now  payable  65  per  cent  in  paper  milreis  (the  depreciated  cur- 
rency of  the  country)  and  35  per  cent  on  a  gold  basis  at  the  fixed 
rate  of  27  pence  (54.75  cents)  to  the  milreis." 
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CHINESE  COTTON  GOODS  TBASE  IN  1914. 

[Commercial  Ai^cnt  Ralph  M.  Odcll,  Shansbat,  June  12  a^d  15.1 

The  total  net  imports  of  cotton  manufactures  into  China  during 
1!)14  amounted  in  vahie  to  178,'2r)9,045  haikwan  tads  ($119,433,560), 
as  compared  with  18-J,419.0:>3  haikwan  taels  ($133,165,887)  in  1913. 
These  fijfurcs  are  obtained  from  the  Report  on  the  Foreign  Trade 
of  China  and  Abstract  of  Statistics,  which  has  just  been  published 
by  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs.  As  an  indication  of  the  ability 
of  Chinese  merchants  to  withstand  adverse  conditions,  it  should  be 
stated  that,  in  spite  of  the  European  war  and  its  effect  on  trade,  the 
value  of  the  imports,  in  haikwan  taels  and  in  gold,  e.xceeded  those 
of  any  other  year  except  1913  since  1905-0,  when  the  cotton-goods 
trade  reached  an  abnormally  high  level  owing  to  the  Russo-Japanese 
war  and  the  extraordinary  demand  for  cloth  that  accompanied  it. 

The  tctal  net  imjiorts  of  all  kinds  of  goods  into  China  in  1914 
amounted  in  value  to  5.")7.I09.048  haikwan  taels;  the  purchases  of 
cotton  manufactniers,  thercfoie,  constituted  approximately  32  per 
cent  of  the  total  foreign  imports  into  the  country.  In  his  report  on 
the  trade  the  »StatiHtital  Secretary  of  the  ilaritime  Customs  states 
that,  assuming  a  population  of  400,000.000,  the  Chinese  in  1914  pur- 
chased foreign  goods  to  the  value  of  93  cents  per  head,  of  which  about 
T/O  cents  was  spent  on  cotton  goods.  [  Details  of  China's  cotton-goods 
imports  will  appear  in  the  annual  review  of  China's  foreign  trade, 
soon  to  be  published  as  a  supplement  to  Commerce  Reports.] 
Exchange  Affects  Value  of  Imports — Japanese  Ccmpctltion. 

It  will  be  noted  that  notwithstanding  the  European  war,  the  depre- 
dations of  brigands  (which  practically  paralyzed  trade  in  some  of  the 
central  Provinces  during  the  first  part  of  the  year) ,  and  the  generally 
unfavorable  market  conditions  that  resulted  from  the  loss  of  several 
important  outlets  for  Chinese  products,  the  tael  value  of  the  imports 
of  cotton  piece  goods  was  slightly  greater  in  1914  than  in  1913.  The 
gold  value,  however,  was  less,  being  $80,214,038  in  1913  and 
$74,482,707  in  1914.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  value  of  the 
haikwan  tael  was  only  $0.67  in  1914,  as  compared  with  $0.73  in  1913. 
A  still  greater  decline  took  place  in  the  gold  value  of  imported  cot- 
ton vam  and  thread,  which  fell  from  $52,951,849  in  1913  to 
$44,950,853  in  1914. 

The  most  significant  fact  regarding  the  trade  in  1914  was  the  con- 
tinued increase  in  the  imports  of  Japanese  piece  goods  and  the  de- 
cline in  the  imports  of  American  goods.  For  example,  4,499,433 
pieces  of  Japanese  gray  sheetings  were  imported  during  1914,  as  com- 

f>aied  with  3,397,362  pieces  in  1913,  an  increase  of  30  per  cent.  Simi- 
arly,  the  imports  of  Japanese  gray  drills  rose  from  1,677,111  to 
2,190,155,  while  the  imports  of  American  drills  fell  from  525,291  to 
145,719  pieces.  Japanese  manufacturers  also  made  notable  advances 
in  jeans,  gray  shirtings,  and  the  goods  classified  in  the  statistics  as 
"Japanese  cotton  cloth,"  which  is  a  general  term  that  includes  a 
variety  of  narrow  gray  and  colored  fabrics  made  in  imitation  of  the 
goods  woven  on  hand  looms  in  China.  The  Japanese  have  been  very 
successful  in  this  line  of  goods,  and  the  trade  is  steadily  increasing. 
TrodnctioB  of  Honcompeting  Lines. 

The  statistics  of  the  trade  in  1914  very  forcibly  confixm  the  state- 
ment that  has  frequently  been  reiterated  in  the  reports  of  consular 
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officers  and  commercial  agents,  viz.,  that  the  imports  of  Japanese 
gray  sheeting  and  drills  into  China  are  increasing  so  rapidly  at  the 
expense  of  similar  goods  from  the  United  States  that  the  American 
share  in  the  cotton  goods  trade — which  has  hitherto  been  largely 
confined  to  the  two  lines  mentioned — is  growing  smaller  year  by  year. 
This  fact  and  the  increasing  competition  of  sheetings  and  drills 
woven  in  Chinese  cotton  mills  make  it  imperative  that  American 
cotton  manufacturers  turn  their  attention  to  the  production  of  other 
lines  of  goods,  particularly  gray  and  white  shirtings,  prints,  and 
cotton  Italians — in  which  the  Japanese  do  not  compete  but  which  are 
supplied  in  large  quantities  by  England — if  they  desire  to  partici- 
pate in  the  vast  cotton-goods  trade  in  this  large  and  important 
market. 

The  following  remarks  of  the  Statistical  Secretary  with  reference 
to  the  trade  in  1914  are  interesting: 

The  year  was  a  bad  one  for  tills  [cotton  goods]  trade  and  commenced  with 
prices  thiit  were  below  the  cost  of  replacement,  but  a  fairly  high  excUanse 
made  importers  hopeful  of  Improvement  In  conditions.  T'nfortuuatel.v,  stocks 
were  heavy  In  the  bands  of  importers  and  dealers,  and  both  parties  were 

, anxious  to  deplete  their  holdings.  Although  tlie  demand  in  the  interior  was 
good,  the  restriction  of  credit  by  the  Chinese  baulks  place<l  great  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  dealers,  who  were,  moreover,  unwilling  to  owler  fresh  goods  tmtll 
they  had  disposed  of  their  stocii.    The  consequence  was  a  complete  deadlocl:. 

iWith  the  approach  of  the  Chinese  New  Year,  however,  the  demand  became  so 
Imperative  that  the  Chinese  baulcs  began  to  grant  more  extended  facilities  and 
a  very  brisk  business  set  in  that  lasted  until  May.  Then  a  lull  commenced. 
The  Chinese  dealers  would  not  offer  higher  prices  for  future  importations 

.while  there  were  plentiful  stoclcs  available  for  their  immediate  re<iuirenients, 
and  Importers  were  unwilling  to  part  with  their  goods  at  current  prices  and  hoijod 
that  a  favorable  turn  in  exchange  would  assist  them  out  of  their  difficulties. 

.  Then  came  the  war,  which  depressed  exchange  and,  rather  fortunately  for  the 

, holders  of  stocks,  kept  back  supplies,  the  remainder  of  the  year  being  charac- 
terized by  a .  hand-to-raouth  trade.  There  was  considerable  development  iu 
the  local  cotton  Industry,  almost  all  the  mills  having  largely  added  to  the 
number  of  their  spindles,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  both  yam  and  cotton 
piece  goods  will,  in  the  future,  feel  more  and  more  the  competition  of  Cliluese 
manufactures. 

Seduced  Freight  Kates. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Japanese  and  Chosen  (Korean)  Railways  a  reduction 
of  freight  of  30  per  cent  on  11  kinds  of  through  cargo  carried  by  the  Antung- 
Mukden  line,  including  cotton-piece  goods  and  yarn,  was  luaugurnted  by  the 
South  Manchnrian  Railway  on  May  1.  A  similar  reduction  in  favor  of 
Bteamer-ljome  cargo  was  extended  to  the  same  goods  when  carried  by  the 
Darien-Mukden  and  Newchwang-Mukden  lines.  Leading  Japanese  exporters 
of  cotton  goods  to  Manchuria  have  organized  a  Japanese  Cotton  Kxiwrters' 
Association,  the  declared  object  of  the  association  being  to  enhance  the  reputa- 
tion of  Japanese  cotton  goods  in  Manchurian  markets  by  stopping  the  export 
of  goods  of  inferior  quality  and  to  maintain  standard  i.'rlce.«.  Those  factors, 
combined  with  the  agreement  of  May  29,  1913,  under  which  dutiable  goods 
Imported  into  Manchuria  from  or  through  Chcsen,  and  exported  from  Man- 
churia to  or  through  Chosen,  by  rail  via  Antung  are  allowed  a  rebate  of  one- 
third  of  the  tariff  duty,  have  had  «t  marked  influence  in  encouraging  the  trade 
in  Japanese  cotton  goods  at  the  expense  of  British  and  American  manufacturers. 

The  important  effect  of  the  reduction  in  freight  rates  and  the  tariff 
on  goods  shipped  via  Antung  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  during 
1914  the  direct  imports  of  all  kinds  of  goods  at  Antung  amountetl 
in  value  to  12,853,229  haikwan  taels,  as  compared  with  6,220,536 
haikwan  taels  in  1913. 
The  Situation  at  Slianghal. 

There  are  as  yet  no  signs  of  improvement  in  the  depressed  condi- 
tion of  the  cotton-goods  trade  in  China,  which  has  continued  for 
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almost  a  year.  The  imports  have  shrunk  to  less  than  half  the  usual 
amount,  and  the  movement  of  stocks  in  the  country  is  very  slow.  Th« 
deliveries  from  stocks,  however,  have  greatly  exceeded  the  imports, 
and  this  fact  alone  has  a  natural  tendency  to  give  a  more  healthy  tone 
to  the  market. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  and  deliveries  of  gray  and 
white  piece  goods  at  Shanghai  during  the  period  January  1  to  June  10 
in  1914  and  1915  and  the  stocks  on  hand  on  June  10  in  these  two  years : 


Articlos. 


Imports  Jan.  1  to 
June  10. 


1914 


1915 


Deliveries  Jan.  1  to 
June  10. 


1914 


1915 


Stocks  on  band 
June  10. 


1914 


1915 


Orar  shirtings: 

European , 

American 

Japanese 

T  cloths: 

321nch 

.36  Inch 

Indian,  32-lnch  and  36-lncb.. 

Japanese 


Pleeet. 
1,695,305 


P{fet». 
733,281 


DrllU: 

English  and  Indian 

Dutch 

American 

Japanese 

Joans: 

English,  and  Indian  and 
Dutch , 

American , 

.   Japanese , 

Shcctlncs: 

English  and  Indian 

American 

Japanese 

White  shirtings: 

European 

Japanese 


13,338 

90,640 

17,f32 

400 

35,426 


9,372 


18,630 

25,570 
6,940 


27,517 


2,690 


33,780 
83,051 


687,074 
10,000 


29,937 


332,351 


106,060 

274,860 

24,800 

1,651,033 
16,172 


30,840 

7,340 
43,880 
45,020 

090,100 
16,102 


PUcet. 

1,£65,235 
19,125 
11,048 

137,675 
12,400 
1,780 
12,030 


10,861 

020 

86,455 

68,190 

342,441 
5,3J0 


51,910 
485,275 
38,230 

1,649,600 
14,740 


Pifca. 

1,408.765 
10,005 
32,570 

94,419 

8,340 

810 

14,530 


7,547 

340 

47,505 

30,230 


240,320 

4,670 

24,680 

63,081 
277,540 
50,000 

1,659,005 
18,690 


PifCet. 
1,480,591 
213,295 
6,020 

166,431 
20.542 


S3, 


% 


71, US 

242,370 
17,241 


563,703 
4,820 


223,046 
267,665 


Pleeet. 
720,390 
235,075 
12,300 

78,308 
37,277 

16,887 


18.207 

(") 

159,515 

11,187 


485,065 
(«) 
18,870 

156,430 

2£0,325 

3,240 


1,712,502 
2,482 


(•) 


■>  Figores  not  available. 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  England,  Japan,  and  the  United 
States  have  all  suffered  a  considerable  loss  in  trade.  Preliminary 
figures  show  that  England  shipped  to  China  during  the  nine  months, 
August,  1914,  to  April,  1915,  only  180,200,000  yards  of  all  kinds 
of  piece  goods,  or  a  monthly  average  of  20,000,000  yards,  against 
44,300,000,  the  monthly  average  for  the  past  10  years,  or  45  per  cent  of 
the  normal  trade. 
Press  Comments  on  Market. 

According  to  the  Maritime  Customs'  daily  returns  not  a  single 
piece  of  ASierican  drills  has  been  imported  into  Shanghai  since 
January  1,  1915.  During  the  same  period  only  43,880  pieces  of 
American  sheetings  have  been  imj)orted  as  compared  with  274,860 
pieces  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1914.  The  firm  of  Noel,  Mur- 
ray &  Co.  makes  the  following  comment  on  the  situation  in  its  weekly 
piece-goods  circular  dated  June  10,  1915 : 

Apart  from  the  large  quantities  offered  and  sold  at  the  auctions  we  can  not 
learn  of  any  activity  In  the  market  and  there  seems  to  be  only  one  thing 
to  do — wait  patiently  for  the  passing  of  the  Dragon  Festival  and  the  quarterly 
settlement  that  takes  place  prior  to  the  holding  of  the  feast.  Already  we  hear 
that  more  than  one  dealer  has  decided  not  to  face  the  ordeal  and  has  done  the 
disappearing  act,  leaving  the  importers  with  the  goods  and  whatever  margins 
they  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  collect.  It  is  reported  that  business  In 
Szechwan  is  curtailed.    First  it  was  because  everybody  was  gathering  In  the 
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crops,  and  now  It  is  said  the  rivers  are  much  swollen  and  cargo  can  not  l)e 
moved  by  the  eomlug  down  of  the  snow  waters,  as  usual  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season. 

The  number  of  pieces  of  cotton  goods  sold  at  auction  in  Shanghai 
during  the  current  week  (131,042  pieces  as  compared  with  117,104 
pieces  during  the  preceding  week)  was  unusually  large,  but  this  was 

Srobably  due  to  the  fact  that  no  important  auctions  will  be  held 
uring  the  coming  week. 

A  Kore  Optimistic  View. 

Basing  his  conclusions  on  the  large  sales  at  auction  the  financial 
editor  of  the  North  China  Daily  News  takes  a  more  sanguine  view 
of  the  situation  than  that  given  above.  In  writing  of  the  cotton- 
goods  trade,  he  says : 

The  market  during  the  week  has  been  very  strong,  and  practically  all  classes 
of  goods  have  been  in  demand,  the  Yangtze  River  ports  being  the  biggest 
buyers.  Although  the  deliveries  up  to  date  for  the  year  are  not  so  great  as 
for  the  corresponding  iierlod  of  Inst  year,  caused  no  doubt  by  the  slackness 
during  the  earlier  mouths,  the  present  demand  (which  seems  likely  to  con- 
tinue) will  in  a  very  short  time  make  up  for  any  deficiency  and  surpass  de- 
liveries for  last  year. 

At  the  Yuenfoug  (Maltland  &  Co.)  auction  1,800  packages  were  greedily 
snapped  up,  black  goo<l8  belug  iu  big  demand  at  au  average  of  three-quarters 
of  a  mace  [about  4  cents]  per  piece  higher  than  last  week,  gray  goods  were 
3  caudareens  [about  1.0  ceuts]  higher,  and  white  shirtings  2  candareens  [about 
1.1  cents].  The  demand  for  the  Yangtze  ports  was  greatest,  with  Hankow  in 
the  lead.  The  Tientsin  demand  has  Improved,  evidently  recovering  from  the 
slump  that  has  prevailed  there  for  the  past  few  months.  Shantung  Is  also 
l>ett«r;  though  all  goods  so  far  are  going  up  by  rail,  it  is  exi)ected  that  steamers 
will  be  going  there  regularly  by  the  end  of  the  mouth. 

SecUning  American  Trade — Change  in  Ooods  Supplied  Necessary. 

With  regard  to  American  goods  it  appears  that  they  are  in  less 
demand  than  they  have  ever  been  in  the  history  of  the  trade.  Ac- 
cording to  American  statistics  exports  of  cotton  cloth  from  the 
United  States  to  China  durmg  the  eight  months  ending  in  February, 
1015,  amounted  to  only  10,971,823  yards,  valued  at  $820,397,  as  com- 
pared with  68,212,358  yards,  valued  at  $4,640,327,  in  the  correspond- 
mg  period  of  ithe  preceding  fiscal  year.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  the 
European  war  and  unsettled  conditions  in  China  have  been  important 
factors  in  the  decline  in  American  trade;  but  according  to  the  Chi- 
nese Maritime  Customs  Returns",  which  have  just  been  issued,  the 
imports  of  Japanese  sheetings  and  drills  in  the  calendar  year  1914 
were  over  1,500,000  pieces  greater  than  in  1913. 

These  figures  serve  to  add  force  to  the  statements  which  have  been 
made  in  previous  reports,  that  Japanese  competition  is  rapidly  driv- 
ing American  gray  sheetings  and  drills — to  which  lines  the  trade  in 
the  past  has  been  very  largely  confined — off  the  market ;  and  that  if 
American  manufacturers  expect  to  secure  a  share  of  the  cotton-goods 
trade  of  China  it  is  imperative  that  they  turn  to  other  classes  of 
fabrics,  particularly  gray  and  white  shirtmgs,  in  which  lines  Japan 
does  not  compete  and  which  are  largely  supplied  by  England.  A  de- 
tailed description  of  these  and  many  other  goods  consumed  in  China, 
with  a  large  number  of  samples,  will  shortly  be  forwarded. 

[These  further  reports  will  be  published  in  separate  form  and 
the  samples  will  be  made  available  for  the  inspection  of  American 
concerns  interested.  Earlier  reviews  of  the  cotton-goods  situation  at 
Shanghai  by  Commercial  Agent  Odell  appeared  in  Commerce  Be- 
POMS  for  Jan.  4  and  Feb.  23, 1915.]  _^ 
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ASPHALT  AND  FETB0LE1TM  IN  FHIIIPPIIIES. 

{J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  June  10.] 

The  deposits  of  asphalt  in  Leyte,  which  have  been  reported  [and 
noted  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Dec.  9,  1914] 
from  time  to  time  during  the  past  year,  have  recently  been  examined 
by  the  division  of  mines  of  the  Philippine  Bureau  of  Science,  and 
the  following  statement  sets  forth  the  principal  results  of  the  ex- 
amination. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  asphalt  was  first  reported  from  Leyte  a 
little  more  than  a  year  ago,  having  been  discovered  by  a  Filipino 
ranger  employed  by  the  Bureau  of  Forestry.  The  original  dis- 
covery was  made  near  the  head  of  the  Butason  River  in  a  region 
about  6  miles  from  the  barrio  of  Campocpoc  on  the  northwestern 
coast  of  the  island. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  recent  official  examination  is  the 
discovery  of  a  large  deposit  of  bituminous  limestone,  or,  as  it  is 
more  commonly  called,  rock  asphalt,  near  the  town  of  Villaba  and 
at  a  point  very  mUch  closer  to  the  seacoast  than  the  original  dis- 
covery. At  the  beginning  of  this  year  prospectors  learned  that  un- 
important quantities  of  semiliquid  asphalt  were  seeping  from  small 
holes  in  the  wall  of  a  canyon  near  Villaba,  but  they  believed  the 
occurrence  to  be  of  little  value  because  of  the  small  quantity  of  the 
material  found.  The  fact  that  the  whole  rock  face  was  impregnated 
with  asphalt  was  not  detected  previous  to  the  official  investigation. 
Although  the  deposit  has  not  been  explored  by  artificial  openmgs  it 
js  well  exposed  by  the  deep  canyon  and  there  is  little  question  that 
the  quantity  of  material  present  is  to  be  measured  in  thousands  of 
tons.  The  upper  20  feet  of  the  rock  asphalt,  which  occurs  in  thick 
beds,  is  a  bituminous,  sandy  limestone,  while  an  equal  thickiiess  at 
the  base  is  bituminous  sandstone. 

Area  of  Deposits — ^Presence  of  Petrolenm. 

Other  important  discoveries  made  by  prospectors  themselves  have 
revealed  deposits  of  greater  extent  than  the  original  discovery,  which 
consists  of  only  a  small  pocket.  Taking  into  consideration  the  first 
findings  and  the  results  of  the  subsequent  prospecting,  outcrops  of 
various  grades  of  asphalt,  including  solid,  viscuous,  and  liquid  types, 
together  with  seeps  of  the  petroleum,  from  which  the  asphalt  has  been 
derived,  are  known  to  occur  over  an  area  about  12  miles  long.  The 
more  important  discoveries,  however,  are  limited  to  an  area  about  8 
miles  long. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  importance  of  the  Leyte  asphalts  is  their  sig- 
nificance as  to  the  presence  of  petroleum  in  the  rocks  from  which 
they  escape.  It  is  unquestioned  that  asphalts  originate  from  petro- 
leum through  the  loss  of  the  more  volatile  oils  and  the  concentration 
of  the  heavier  residual  matter.  Thus  it  is  that  the  finding  of  asphalt 
in  Leyte  makes  certain  the  former  presence  of  petroleum  in  the  adja- 
cent rocks.  This  is  important  not  only  in  connection  with  the  Leyte 
region,  but  also  because  it  bears  upon  the  petroleum  field  of  Bondoc 
Peninsula,  Tayabas  Province.  Those  who  have  been  interested  in 
petroleum  in  the  Philippines  will  recall  that  the  report  on  the  Bondoc 
petroleum  field,  issued  py  the  Bureau  of  Science  some  time  ago,  stated 
that  there  was  no  question  as  to  the  existence  of  petroleum  in  Tayabas, 
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but  that  there  was  a  question  as  to  the  quantity  of  petroleum  present 
and  a  further  question  as  to  whether  conditions  were  such  that  the 
petroleum  would  flow  readily  from  wells  in  case  wells  were  drilled. 

The  examination  of  the  Tayabas  petroleum  field  and  the  recent 
examination  of  the  asphalt  deposits  in  Leyte  have  been  made  by 
the  same  man,  and  it  develops  that  the  rock  series  in  the  two  regions 
are  identical;  that  is  to  say,  the  one  field  may  be  considered  as  a 
detached  portion  of  the  other.  In  Tayabas  the  petroleum  was  found 
to  come  from  the  upper  part  of  a  series  of  thin-bedded  shales  called, 
for  convenience,  tun-sandstone,  and  this,  in  turn,  by  calcareous  sand- 
stone and  limestone.  In  Leyte  exactly  the  same  roclts  are  found,  the 
Vigo  shales  at  the  base  of  the  series  overlain  by  a  tuff-sandstone, 
calcareous  sandstone,  and  limestone. 
Sifference  in  the  Fields — Possible  Flow. 

There  is  one  point  of  difference  in  the  two  fields,  however.  In 
Tayabas  petroleum  was  actually  found  only  in  the  upper  members 
of  the  Vigo  shales,  although,  to  be  sure,  its  presence  was  suspected 
at  other  horizons.  In  Leyte  petroleum  or  asphalt  which  has  re- 
sulted from  the  dissipation  of  petroleum  is  found  at  several  horizons 
from  the  base  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Vigo  shales,  in  the  overlying 
tuff-sandstone,  and,  finally,  in  the  calcareous  sandstone  and  lime- 
stone at  the  top  of  the  rock  series.  Moreover,  the  quantity  of  asphalt 
and  bituminous  limestone  in  Leyte  is  large  enough  to  make  it  certain 
that  the  quantity  of  petroleum  originally  present  in  the  formations 
must  also  have  been  of  commercially  important  proportions.  From 
this  it  may  be  deduced  with  a  considerable  degree  of  probability 
that  the  quantity  of  petroleum  in  Tayabas  is  likewise  important. 

There  remains,  however,  an  uncertainty  as  to  whether  or  not 
petroleum  can  be  obtained  in  commercial  quantities  in  either  field  by 
the  common  method  of  drilling  wells  into  the  rocks.  Both  in  Taya- 
bas and  in  Leyte  the  oil-bearmg  rocks  are  extremely  fine  grained, 
and  it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  the  petroleum  moves  freely  enough  in 
these  fine-grained  rocks  to  flow  readily  into  wells.  Because  of  this,  it 
was  anticipated  in  the  case  of  the  Taj'abas  field  that  individual  wells 
would  be  small  producers  and  would  probably  not  flow  of  their  own 
accord,  but  would  require  pumping.  The  same  condition  holds  in 
Leyte. 
Cause  of  the  Formation — A  Ught  Oil. 

The  question  will  at  once  be  asked.  How  it  is  that  the  large  quan- 
tities of  petroleum  necessary  for  the  accumulation  of  the  various 
asphalt  deposits  of  Leyte  could  have  been  driven  to  the  surface  unless 
there  is  an  eaually  strong  probability  of  obtaining  large  quantities 
of  petroleum  by  drilling  wells  into  the  same  rocks  ? 

The  answer  as  revealed  by  the  examination  just  made  is  that  the 
petroleum  which  gave  rise  to  the  asphalt  deposits  was  forced  out  of 
the  containing  rocks  by  the  subsequent  intrusion  into  these  rocks  of 
numerous  bodies  of  molten  or  semimolten  igneous  rock.  The  pe- 
troleum-bearing rocks  in  Leyte  are  cut  through  at  many  places  by 
small  bodies  of  igneous  roclts,  and  it  is  conceived  that  these  intru- 
sions in  their  original  heated  conditions  distilled  the  petroleum  from 
the  shale  and  drove  it  to  the  surface  along  fractures  and  bedding 
planes.    Obviously  the  mere  penetration  of  the  petroleum-bearing 
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rocks  by  wells  would  be  a  less  efficient  method  of  removing  the 
petroleum  than  nature  has  employed. 

The  Tayabas  oil  is  an  extremely  light  oil  with  a  high  percentage 
of  gasoline.  The  appearance  of  representative  samples  of  the  Leyte 
petroleum  taken  by  the  geologist  during  the  recent  examination  indi- 
cates that  it  is  also  a  light  oil,  although  it  will  probably  be  found  to 
be  somewhat  heavier  than  the  Tayabas  oil.  The  fact  that  both  oils 
have  a  paraffin  base  and  come  from  the  same  rocks  makes  it  cei*tain 
that  they  are  related  in  origin. 
DrllUnK  Frospeeta — Large  Capital  Hecessary. 

It  is  inevitable  in  the  light  of  the  foregoing  statements  that  the 
matter  of  drilling  for  petroleum  in  Leyte  should  receive  attention. 
In  this  connection,  it  is  impossible  from  the  data  so  far  obtained 
to  draw  conclusions  as  definitely  as  is  desirable.  More  work  must 
be  done  before  it  is  possible  to  say  whether  the  chances  of  obtaining 
petroleum  in  commercial  quantities  in  Leyte  justify  drilling,  and 
a  great  deal  more  work  must  be  done  before  it  will  be  possible  to 
indicate  the  proper  locations  for  exploratory  wells.  The  fact  that 
the  oil-bearing  rocks  have  been  broken  through  by  later  intrusives 
makes  the  question  a  complex  one.  Similar  conditions  obtain  in 
Mexico,  where  there  has  recently  been  developed  one  of  the  most 
important  petroleum  fields  in  the  world.  There,  many  wells  have 
been  drilled  adjacent  to  petroleum  seeps  which  occur  at  the  contact 
of  the  intrusion  with  the  sedimentary  rocks.  The  proper  location 
of  the  Mexican  wells  is,  therefore,  a  simple  matter. 

In  contrast  with  the  results  of  exploration  in  the  Mexican  field, 
however,  there  are  numerous  other  regions  where  asphalt  occurs  as  it 
does  in  Leyte,  but  where  all  attempts  to  obtain  the  petroleum  from 
which  the  asphalt  is  derived  have  failed. 

It  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  the  proper  exploration  of  the  Leyto 
petroleum  deposits,  if  it  be  advisable  at  all,  will  be  an  expensive  un- 
dertaking. It  is  highly  probable  that  a  series  of  weUs  would  have 
to  be  drilled  before  the  true  character  of  the  formations  could  be  as- 
certained with  sufficient  exactness  to  insure  any  degree  of  certainty 
of  success  in  the  location  of  new  wells,  and  the  ultimate  failure  of 
all  attempts  is  a  possibility  to  be  kept  in  mind.  The  enterprise  is  one, 
therefore,  which  calls  for  backing  by  large  capital. 
Paving  IfaterlaL 

Even  though  no  petroleum  is  obtained  in  Leyte,  some  of  the  de- 
posits of  asphalts  are  in  themselves  of  possible  commercial  impor- 
tance. In  tne  first  place,  it  may  be  possible  to  use  the  rock  asphalt 
at  Villaba  as  a  paving  material.  Chemical  analyses  now  being  made 
will  throw  more  light  on  this  possibility,  but  the  question  must  be 
determined  finally  by  actually  paving  a  section  of  some  street  with 
this  material.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Works,  in  cooperation  with  the  holders  of  the  mineral  claims,  wiU 
make  such  an  experiment.  If  the  material  can  be  successfully  em- 
ployed for  paving,  it  will  undoubtedly  find  a  considerable  market  in 
the  Philippines  themselves,  and  it  might  be  exported  to  the  China 
coast  and  to  Japan.  Rock  asphalt  is  not  extensively  used  as  s  pavin, 
material  in  the  United  States,  largely  because  of  the  abundance  ani 
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consequent  cheapness  of  true  asphalt.  In  Europe,  however,  there  are 
millions  of  square  meters  of  rock  asphalt  pavement.  Indeed,  in 
France  and  Italy  rock  asphalt  is  the  standard  paving  material. 
Italy,  for  instance,  uses  annually  about  200,000  tons  of  rock  asphalt, 
valued  at  more  than  half  a  million  dollars. 

A  prominent  American  engineer  and  chemist  has  written  a  standard 
reference  book  in  which  the  usefulness  of  rock  asphalt  as  a  paving 
material  is  belittled,  and  his  conclusion  has  undoubtedly  been  instru- 
mental in  deterring  American  engineers  from  the  use  of  rock  asphalt. 
In  spite  of  this,  however,  rock  asphalts  of  Oklahoma  which  were 
particularly  denounced  in  the  book  referred  to,  are  now  being  used 
successfully  and  have  proved  one  of  the  best  paving  materials  ob- 
tainable. Even  in  California,  where  true  asphalt,  obtained  as  resid- 
ual from  asphaltic  petroleum,  is  so  abundant  as  to  be  almost  a  drug 
on  the  market,  more  than  27,000  tons  of  rock  asphalt,  worth  $2.50  a 
ton,  was  used  in  1913. 

Vit  of  Asphalt  for  Paints,  Paraffin,  etc. — Fuel  Oil. 

In  case  it  develops  that  the  Leyte  rock  asphalt  is  not  suitable  for 
paving,  there  is  still  a  possibility  of  using  some  of  the  purer  asphalt 
for  the  manufacture  of  paraffin  and  other  products,  such  as  bitumi- 
nous paints  and  varnishes.  Asphalts  which  can  be  used  for  varnishes 
are  worth  about  $17.50  a  ton  in  the  United  States.  Ozocerite,  from 
which  large  proportions  of  paraffin  are  obtained,  is  worth  5  to  7^ 
cents  per  pound  in  the  United  States.  Thus,  it  appears  that  asphalts 
high  in  paraffin  command  even  a  better  price  than  true  asphalts.  Of 
course,  the  market  for  the  derived  products,  such  as  paraffin  and  var- 
nishes, would  be  limited  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  but  exportation  to 
China  and  Japan  is  at  least  a  possibility.  It  is  true,  also,  that  more 
capital  would  be  required  to  establish  an  industry,  if  the  Leyte 
asphalt  must  be  refined  and  manufactured,  than  if  it  can  be  sold  in 
the  crude  state  for  paving  purposes. 

If  petroleum  can  be  obtained  either  in  Tayabas  or  in  Leyte  in 
quantities  sufficient  to  make  it  a  competitor  with  coal  as  a  fuel  a 
great  problem  will  have  been  solved.  The  biggest  local  field  for  a 
fuel  oil  would  be  the  interisland  shipping.  If  ships  could  obtain  a 
fuel  oil  at  a  price  which  would  make  its  use  comparable  in  cost  with 
the  use  of  imported  coal,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  interisland 
boats  would  be  equipped  to  bum  oil  instead  of  coal.  The  railroads 
likewise  would  undoubtedly  prefer  petroleum  to  coal  in  their  loco- 
motives. Several  of  the  mines  in  Masbate  are  already  using  fuel  oil, 
although  they  have  to  import  it  from  Sumatra  and  Borneo. 

Gasoline  and  kerosene  are  used  in  considerable  quaniity  in  the 
Philippines.  The  imports  of  crude  oil,  naphtha,  illuminating  oil, 
lubricating  oil,  and  residuum  during  the  calendar  year  1914  amounted 
to  $1,821,039.  This  sum  represents  the  magnitude  of  the  established 
market  only  exclusive  of  the  increased  demand  which  would  be 
inevitable  if  petroleum  could  be  obtained  in  competition  with  coal 
as  a  fuel.  The  enterprise  which  is  successful  in  developing  Philip- 
pine petroleum  and  refining  it  locally  in  competition  with  foreign 
manufacturers  will  control  a  market  of  no  mean  proportions  with- 
out the  necessity  of  any  exportation. 
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SOUBCES  AND  aXTANTITIES  OF  BBAZH'S  BEVEBAOES. 

[Consul  Qeneral  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottscbalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jane  11.] 

During  1910  Brazil  imported  bererages  (alcoholic  and  nonalco- 
holic) valued  at  $11,500,000;  this  figure  was  increased  by  $1,000,000 
in  1911;  during  1912  and  1913  the  totals  reached  $15,000,000;  then 
came  the  financial  depression  which,  in  1914,  reduced  the  imports  to 
$9,000,000. 

Tables  of  classified  imports  in  1913  and  1914  show  the  importance 
of  the  several  kinds  of  wines  as  a  part  of  the  Brazilian  import  trade. 
These  figures  are: 


Countries  ol  origin. 


ALCOHOUC    AKD    FEB- 
UENTED. 

United  Sides 

France 

Great  Britain 

Holland 

Portugal ., 

AUotber 

Total 

VERllOTU,  BITTEBa,  ETC. 

Germany 

France  

Spain 

Italy 

AUotber 

Total 

caAUPAairxs,BTc. 

France  

Portugal 

Aiiotlier 

Total 


1913 


t3,27S 
367,697 
213,.'U!6 

68,341 
1«),238 

41,497 


834,420 


C4,(xn 

175,250 
38,565 
536,200 
230,059 


1,034,177 


363,476 
10,305 
13,685 


387,466 


1914 


$2,344 
185,102 
137,618 
40,232 
34,575 
18,963 


418,834 


23,426 
68,028 
17,S24 
347,104 
144,504 


590,886 


105,395 
2,971 
9,053 


117,419 


Countries  of  origin. 


SWEET  WINES. 

Spain 

Portugal 

AUottier , 

Total 

TABLE  WINES. 

United  States , 

France  

Spain 

Italy 

Portugal 

AUotlier 

Total 

UNCLASSmED. 

United  States , 

Great  Britain , 

AUotlier , 

Total , 


1913 


(41,709 

2,067,902 

73,245 


2,181.856 


635 

625,077 

248,652 

2,945,144 

0,232,  .«1 

226,633 


10,278,672 


9,083 
32,123 
23,750 


64,956 


1914 


t29,971 

1,092,192 

35,018 


1,157,181 


143 

297,607 

128,325 

1,700,577 

3,642,318 

123,  esv 


5,892,699 


10.767 
12,402 
10,116 


33,285 


Portugal  Dominates  Trade  in  Table  Wines. 

In  table  wines  Portugal  holds  the  bulk  of  the  trade,  its  products 
being  consumed  here  in  great  quantities  by  the  large  Portuguese  and 
other  European  colonies.  Portuguese  wines  are  imported  in  casks 
holding  from  85  to  100  liters  (90  to  106  quarts),  and  costing  the 
imporler  at  present  about  $22  per  barrel.  Italian  and  French  wines 
are  imported  in  larger  casks  or  551  pounds,  net  weight,  each. 

The  local  bottling  of  foreign  wines  is  carried  on  extensively  here 
by  importers.  France  holds  the  bulk  of  the  trade  in  liqueurs,  such  as 
benedictine,  chartreuse,  creme  de  cacao,  anisette,  peppermint,  etc. 
These  are  imported  in  bottles  of  one  liter  (1.05668  quarts)  each. 

Scotch  and  Irish  whiskies  have  the  preference  over  American 
whiskies  and  find  the  largest  sale  here,  owing  to  the  larger  British 
than  American  population  and  to  the  extensive  advertismg  carried 
on  by  certain  British  firms.  The  very  high  import  duties  levied  on 
foreign  beers  have  practically  excluded  foreign  orands. 
Production  of  Lignon  In  BraziL 

The  statistics  for  1912  are  the  latest  available  relating  to  the  quan- 
tities of  liquors  produced  in  the  country.  Summarized,  they  show 
53,523,742  bottles  of  beer,  high  fermentation;  70,817,400  bottles  of 
beer,  low  fermentation;  3,425,082  liters  (liter =1.05668  quarts)  of 
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beer,  in  barrels;  686,645  liters  of  bitters,  vermuth,  and  similarly 
chemically  prepared  beverages;  1,454,527  liters  of  cheap  cordials; 
1,035.847  liters  of  cognac  and  similar  beverages;  5,903,916  liters  of 
sugar-cane  brandy  and  similar  beverages;  11,386,522  liters  of  siphon 
soda  and  similar  beverages ;  134,789  liters  of  artificial  mineral  waters. 
[A  review  of  the  wine  markets  and  production  in  Argentina  and 
Chile  was  published  in  Commerce  Eeports  for  July  12,  1915.] 


CALL  FOB  BIDS  ON  A  NEW  UGHTHOnSE  TENDEB. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  the  light-draft  lighthouse  tender 
Palmetto,  for  use  in  the  sixth  lighthouse  district,  with  headquarters 
at  Charleston,  S.  C,  have  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Light- 
houses, Department  of  Commerce,  and  will  be  sent  out  to  prospective 
bidders  about  July  26,  1915. 

The  vessel  is  to  consist  of  a  steel  hull,  with  wooden  decks  and 
houses  of  simple  construction  throughout.  The  stem  and  stern 
will  be  plumb,  the  stem  to  be  of  a  construction  similar  to  the  torpedo-, 
boat  type,  cut  away  and  flat  aft,  to  give  space  for  the  propellers 
and  rudder.  It  will  be  fitted  with  a  pole  derrick  mast  and  boom, 
with  a  lifting  capacity  of  3  tons,  by  a  3-drum  operated  wire-rope 
hoist,  driven  by  a  2-cylinder,  4-cycle  gasoline  engine ;  a  hand-steering 
gear,  a  steam-heating  system,  an  air  compressor,  and  a  3-cylinder 
plunger  pump,  driven  through  clutches  by  a  2-cylinder,  4-cycle 
gasoline  engine. 

The  vessel  will  be  driven  by  two  4-cylinder,  4-cycle  gasoline  en- 
gines, driving  right  and  left  handed  propellers,  both  turning  out- 
board.   The  principal  dimensions  are  as  follows : 

Length  over  all,  00  feet. 

Length  on  water  line,  88  feet  11  Inches. 

Beam  molded,  22  feet. 

Depth  amidships,  8  feet  6  Inches. 

Draft  (salt  water),  4  feet 

Displacement  (loaded,  4-foot  draft,  salt  water),  170  tons. 

Brake  horsepower,  135. 

Speed,  8  knots. 

Four  fresh-water  tanks,  total  capacity,  1,720  gallons. 

Three  gasoline  tanks,  total  capacity,  1,300  gallons. 

Boats  (one  16-foot  dinghy  and  one  16-foot  cargo  boat),  2. 

Accomodations  for  officers,  C. 

Accomodations  for  crew,  including  workmen,  10. 

Cargo  capacity,  17  tons. 

The  vessel  is  to  be  delivered  complete  and  ready  for  service  with 
the  exception  of  certain  articles  of  outfit  which  will  be  furnished  by 
the  Government.  A  boat  of  first-class  commercial  design  and  con- 
struction is  desired;  all  special  fittings  except  as  may  apply  to  the 
particular  work  of  the  service  have  been  omitted,  and  to  this  end  the 
plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared.  Blue  prints  showing 
the  general  arrangement,  lines,  offsets,  etc.,  will  be  furnished  with 
the  specifications  to  prospective  bidders.  The  steel  for  the  hull  shall 
conform  to  the  Manufacturers  Standard  Specifications  for  steel  for 
ships,  Class  A,  no  special  tests  being  required. 

Requests  for  plans  and  specifications  of  the  vessel  or  further  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Commissioner  of  Light- 
houses, Washington,  D.  C. 
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ITEW  GOVEBNMEirr  FTTBUCATIONS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  July  17  the  follow- 
ing new  United  States  Government  publications,  which  he  will  sell  at 
the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Guidebooks. — Sevoral  members  of  the  set  of  guidebooks  prepared  by  the 
ITnited  States  Geologicn!  Survey,  covering  overhiud  sceuic  routes,  have  ap- 
peared— Geological  Survey  Bulletin  Cll,  The  Northern  Pacific,  and  612,  Over- 
land Itoute,  can  be  supplied  nt  $1  each.  Geological  Survey  Bulletins  613,  Santa 
Fe  Route,  and  No.  614,  Pacific  Coast  Route,  will  soon  be  in  press  and  ex- 
jiected  to  npiiear  shortly.  These  publications  are  designed  for  the  use  of  trans- 
continental travelers  in  general,  and  particularly  for  those  visiting  the  exposi- 
tion now  being  held  on  the  Pacific  coast;  and  besides  describing  routes,  give 
other  valuable  information  relative  to  service,  etc.  They  have  been  aptly  called 
by  some  writer  the  Western  Baedeker. 

Lessons  in  Cooking,  Theoretical  and  Practical,  for  the  SUH:  and  Convalescent, 
issued  by  the  Government  Hcspital  for  the  In.saue,  Washington,  D.  C.  Practi- 
cal recipes  for  i)reparatlon  of  diet  for  the  sick,  most  of  which  are  also  good 
for  the  well.    Price.  5  cents. 

Rules  of  land  warfare.  Issued  by  Chief  of  Staff,  War  Department — Covering 
laws  of  war  on  land,  embracing  hostilities,  military  authority,  etc.;  with  ap- 
IKjndlces  covering  the  various  conventions  and  International  agi-eemeuts.  Price, 
cloth,  50  cents. 

liaby-saving  campaigns. — Preliminary  reiiort  on  what  the  American  cities  are 
doing  to  prevent  infant  mortality.  Infant  Mortality  Series  No.  1,  Children's  Bu- 
reau, reprint. — Covering  health  officials'  work,  inspection  of  milk  supply,  milk 
stations,  little  mothers,  visiting  nurses,  etc.    Price,  15  cents. 

Test  of  structural  timbers.  Forest  Service  Bulletin  108,  reiirint. — Discussion 
of  various  timbers  used  for  structural  materials.    I'rice,  20  cents. 

Educational  status  of  nursing.  Education  Bureau  Bulletin  No.  7,  1912,  re- 
print.— Containing  Information  relative  to  the  teaching  of  nursing,  covering 
hospitals,  colleges,  fees,  registration,  etc.    Price,  10  cents. 

Viric  education  in  elementarj'  schools  as  illustrated  in  Indianapolis,  Educa- 
tion Bureau  Bulletin  No.  17,  1015. — (Mvlng  cour.se  of  study,  illustrative  sugges- 
tions to  civic  teucliers,  etc.    Price,  5  coits. 

Jiitumcns,  and  their  essential  constituents  for  road  construction  and  mainte- 
nance. Public  Roads  Circular  93.— Discussion  on  the  bituminous  road  materials. 
I'rice,  5  cents. 

Fermenting  Power  of  Pure  Yeast  and  Some  Associated  Fungi,  Chemistry 
Bulletin  111,  reprint — Covering  testing  of  pure  yeast,  culture  flask,  etc.  Price, 
5  cents. 

Movement  from  City  and  Town  to  Farms,  Yearbook  Separate  041 — Covering 
movements  of  iiopulation,  embracing  ownership,  farm  tenants,  labor  movements, 
etc.    Price,  5  cents. 

Our  Bhorebirds  and  Their  Future,  Yearbook  Separate  642 — Covering  snipe, 
woodcocks,  plovers,  kurlews,  and  other  shorebirds;  with  illustrations.  Price, 
10  cents. 

The  American  Farm  Woman  as  She  Sees  Herself,  Yearbook  Separate  644 — 
Disc-ussiou  of  the  letters  recently  received  from  farm  women  apropos  of  their 
economic,  domestic,  educational,  and  social  needs.    Price,  5  cents. 

Some  Common  Birds  Useful  to  the  Farmer,  Farmers'  Bulletin  630,  reprint — 
Covering  common  birds  of  the  United  States;  with  Illustrations,  and  text  giving 
description,  habitat,  etc.    Price,  5  cents. 

The  Silver  Fish,  an  Injurious  Insect,  Farmers'  Bulletin  681. — Description  of 
a  troublesome  Insect  enemy  of  books,  papers,  card  labels,  starched  clothing,  etc., 
with  remedies.    Price,  5  cents. 

A  Simple  Trap  A'est  for  Poultry,  Farmers'  Bulletin  682. — Information  covering 
construction  of  a  trap  nest,  with  drawings.    Price,  5  cents. 

Pasteurizing  ililk  in  Bottles  and  Bottling  Hot  Milk  Pasteurized  In  Bulk,  Agri- 
culture Department  Bulletin  240. — Covering  methods  of  bacteriological  analysis, 
methods  of  pasteurization,  machinery,  etc.    Price,  5  cents. 

Changes  in  Degree  of  Oxidation  of  Arsenic  in  Arsenical  Dipping  Baths,  Agri- 
culture Delia  rtment  Bulletin  259. — Technical  study  on  the  subject,  with  dia- 
grams.   Price,  5  cents. 
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SOAPS  FOB  FHUIFFINE  ISLAITDS. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Juno  14.] 

The  Philippine  Islands  offer  a  profitable  field  for  lanndry  soaps  of 
the  right  sort.  No  reliable  figures  are  available  as  to  the  amount  of 
soap  of  this  class  sold  in  the  islands  yearly,  but  the  quantity  is  very 
large.  Most  of  the  laundry  work  of  the  country  is  done  by  hand. 
The  washing  is  usually  done  by  beating  the  clothes  with  paddles,  with 
the  open  hands,  or  by  rolling  the  garment  slightly  and  striking  one 
end  of  it  upon  a  flat  stone  or  other  hard,  smooth  surface,  handling  it 
as  a  flail  is  swung  over  the  shoulder.  The  usual  method  is  to  beat  the 
clothes  with  paddles  especially  fashioned  for  the  purpose.  There  is 
no  such  thing  as  boiling  in  the  process  of  washing  among  the  Filipinos. 
Much  of  the  clothing  worn  in  the  country  being  white,  a  great  deal 
of  sun  bleaching  is  done. 

Domestic  Hannfacture  of  Lanndry  Soap. 

While  figures  are  lacking,  from  observation  it  appears  that  a  great 
part  of  the  soap  used  for  laundry  purposes  in  the  country  is  manu- 
factured by  the  local  Chinese  soap  makers,  of  whom  there  are  a  great 
many  in  the  islands.  This  Chinese  soap,  as  well  as  that  imported 
from  China,  is  made  nearly  altogether  of  oil  fats.  Coconut  oil  is 
generally  used,  although  oil  from  the  lumbang  nuts  is  also  used  to  a 
certain  extent. 

In  the  manufacture  of  soap  the  oil  is  treated  in  a  manner  that 
makes  it  "  gum  "  to  a  certain  extent,  and  the  soap  when  ready  for  use 
is  more  or  less  waxy,  so  much  so  that  it  can  be  molded  into  any  shape 
in  the  hand.  A  favorite  shape  or  form  of  a  cake  of  Chinese  soap 
used  by  laundresses  is  the  ball.  This  sort  of  soap  is  preferred,  as  a' 
rule,  by  Filipinos  to  either  European  or  American  soap,  owing  prin- 
cipally to  custom.  They  have  been  used  to  the  Chinese  so?ip  from 
time  immemorial  and  understand  it. 
Introdndng  Foreign  Brands. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  the  Chinese  soap  might  not  be 
supplanted  by  a  cheap  American  soap.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Chinese  soap  is  not  so  cheap  but  that  the  American  soaps  can  com- 
pete with  it.  This  has  already  been  demonstrated  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent by  certain  brands  of  American  soaps  which  have  been  pushed  by 
importers.  There  are  some  sections  where  British  soaps,  through  the 
special  efforts  of  British  houses,  have  been  introduced  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  Chinese  soaps.  In  certain  sections,  too,  at  least  one 
brand  of  American  soap  has  gained  a  good  foothold  because  it  has 
been  well  put  on  the  market  and  the  people  have  learne'd  that  it  is  as 
good  or  better  than  its  competing  Chinese  soap  and  at  the  same  time 
it  is  sold  in  a  way  that  makes  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  users  to  pur- 
chase it,  because  of  credit  systems  and  other  commodities  sold  with 
it.  A  serviceable  laundry  soap  that  can  be  sold  for  $3  to  $4  per  box, 
if  handled  by  salesmen  who  understand  the  Filipinos  and  their  cus- 
toms, will  find  a  ready  market  in  the  face  of  the  Chinese  product. 

There  are  practically  no  other  than  Chinese  makers  of  soap  in  the 
islands.  From  time  to  time  factories  have  been  started  by  Ameri- 
cans, Spaniards,  and  others,  but  from  one  cause  or  another  none  has 
Jet  met  with  success.  The  chief  causes  of  failure  seem  to  have  been 
ack  of  knowledge  of  the  art  of  soap  making  on  the  part  of  those 
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engaging  in  the  industry  or  the  inability  to  find  technical  men  who 
could  adapt  their  methods  to  the  needs  of  the  market,  and  chiefly 
the  lack  of  sufficient  funds  with  which  to  operate  until  the  product 
of  the  factory  could  be  brought  into  accord  with  the  demands  of  the 
trade- 
Sales  Sistrlbntlon. 

In  the  provincial  districts  and  eren  in  the  larger  centers  the 
Chinese  shopkeepers  continue  to  be  the  chief  distributors  of  soap 
to  the  users,  and  for  this  reason  the  product  of  the  Chinese  makers 
has  somewhat  the  advantage.  But  it  has  been  demonstrated  by. 
some  importers  that  soaps  made  abroad  can  be  sold  in  the  face  of  the 
Chinese  product  and  in  spite  of  the  prejudice  in  favor  of  a  product 
to  which  the  people  have  been  long  accustomed  by  personal  efforts 
of  salemen  who  are  willing  to  move  slowly  and  study  the  field  care- 
fully and  take  advantage  of  every  favorable  tendency.  By  patience 
and  persistence  an  American  soap  has  made  good  headway  m  Iloilo 
and  other  portions  of  the  Visayas  at  prices  about  the  same  as  those 
paid  for  the  Chinese  product.  If  introductory  prices  could  be  made 
a  little  lower  than  those  prevailing  for  the  established  article  more 
headway  could  be  made. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  imports  of  soaps  from  the 
United  States  during  the  past  few  years,  particularly  in  the  laundry 
or  common  soaps.  This  will  be  illustrated  by  a  comparison  of  the 
figures  of  importation  for  the  years  1913  and  1914.  (Kilo=2.2 
poimds.) 


Country. 


1913 


Kflos. 


Value. 


1914 


KOos. 


Value. 


Toilet  or  fancy  soap: 

United  States 

United  Kingdom . . . 
Austria-H  ungary . . . 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netnerlands 

Spain 

Switnrland 

China 

British  East  Indies . 

Hongkong 

Japan 

Turkey  In  Asia 

Australasia 


132,283 

13,881 

6,491 

ISO 

10,566 

25,643 

8 

2,670 

16 

3 

1,608 

2 

285 

3,246 


t«0,SOI> 

8,239 

1,398 

211 

4,237 

7,764 

3 

667 

fi 

1 

699 

1 

137 

778 


10 


6 


223,803 

21.887 

1,676 

en 

13,023 

8,947 

19 

1,140 

36 

3 

977 

6 

817 

8,072 

60 


*73,6SS 

9,709 

422 

197 

5,661 

3,134 

8 

299 

18 

1 

481 

2 

406 

1,377 

13 


Total. 


All  other  kinds  of  soap: 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Auslria-U  ungary 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Spain 

China 

British  East  Indies. 
French  East  Indies. 

Hongkong 

Japan 

Australasia 


195,763 


1,367,654 
1,348,571 


84,648 


159,059 
113,877 


32 
2,246 
2,656 


8 
332 
421 


116,750 


6,243 


39,248 

455 

231,036 


3,251 

110 

14,527 


Total 3,108,638 


296,828 


278,094 


3,179,669 

1,532,642 

603 


1,002 

2,496 

2,250 

130 

33,574 

404 

6,843 

77,516 

5,249 

296,234 


5,138,517 


95,383 


327,372 

131,403 

138 


125 
495 
123 


36 

406 

5,668 

450 

r0,880 


4S9,97t 
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So  far  as  an  observer  may  judge,  the  Chinese  do  not  understand 
the  use  of  tallow  and  animal  fats  in  making  soap;  at  any  rate  they 
do  not,  as  a  rule,  attempt  to  emjiloy  them  in  the  Philippines.  Soaps 
from  this  fat  are  new  to  the  Filipinos  except  those  who  have  used 
them  in  American  homes  or  through  association  with  Americans,  but 
they  appear  willing  to  adopt  the  imported  soaps  whenever  there  is 
some  slight  advantage  from  so  doing  which  they  can  see  and  under- 
stand. 

Soap  exporters  in  the  United  States  who  desire  to  enter  the  Philip- 
pine market  should  operate  through  established  houses  in  the  islands, 
managed  by  men  who  are  familiar  with  local  conditions,  customs, 
prejudices,  and  tendencies. 

OFFICIAL  NTTMBEBS  FOB  HEBCHAITT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  July  17,  1915: 


Name. 

Official 
num- 
ber. 

Signal 

Year 

builL 

Where  bunt. 

letters. 

Gross. 

Net. 

Home  port. 

auL. 

Schooner: 

Elsie  O.sava.... 

rOWEB. 

Gas  screw  yacht: 
Falma 

313456 

213474 

213473 

213471 
213462 

213455 
213470 
2134S3 
2134S7 
21345S 
213499 
213460 
213454 
213465 
213466 
213469 
213461 
213475 
213468 
213463 
213467 

2134i2 

166075 

166079 
166077 

166078 
166080 
166076 
166074 







LFMD 



104 

20 

48 

14 

7 

10 
13 
6 
8 
15 
11 
10 
33 
11 
7 
12 
11 
12 
8 
6 
11 

3,628 

174 

564 
253 

33 
18 
19 
163 

59 

13 
4S 

14 

7 

9 

10 
5 
5 

10 

10 
7 
6 

10 
6 

11 
7 

10 
7 
5 

10 

2,721 

147 

564 
250 

33 

18 
19 
163 

1915 

1905 

1915 

1915 
1915 

1915 
1916 
1915 
1914 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1906 
1913 
1910 
1915 
1910 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 

1915 

1915 
1915 

1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 

Gloucester,  Mn-n.... 

Winton  Place,  Ohio. 

Ecorse.Mlch 

Alt>any,  Oa 

Millersport,Ohlo,... 

Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis. . 

Feasacola,  Fla 

Georgetown,  S.  0... 

Ookland.Cal 

Blalno,  Wash 

Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis  . 
Ketchikan,  Alaska.. 
San  Francisco,  Cal . . 

Champ,  Md 

Wilnungton,  Del 

TrontoQ,  N.J 

Orange,  Tex 

Inwood,N.Y 

SeaLevel,  N.  C 

Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.. 
noUyBeach,N.J.. 

Sparrows  Point,  Md. 

New  London,  Conn. 

Baltimore,  Md 

San  Francisco,  Cal.. 

Blaine,  Wash 

BeUingham ,  Wash. . 

Anacortes.  Wash 

Seattle,  Wash 

Gloucester. 

Chicago. 
Detroit. 

Gas  screw  house-boat: 
InternatiODSl 

Gas  stem  wheel: 
Dudley 

OshaRuth 

Gas  screw: 

Dorothy 

Onchinatl. 
Milwaukee. 

EllaW. 

Evada 

Georgetown. 

Helen 

It 

Seattle. 

Johanna  W 

Kotor.. 

Milwaukee. 
Ketchikan. 

Lou  Chandler 

Loticile 

San  Fraaclsca 
Somera  Point. 

Maple  Side 

MargaretN 

NaonU 

Wilmlnglon. 
Philadelphia, 
Port  Arthur. 

Oysterette 

Ruby  May 

The  Mist 

New  York. 
Beautort.  N.  C, 

Vivian 

Philadelphia. 

Steam  screw: 

Edith 

vmioOED. 

Lighten 

Capt.Dud 

^S.  P.No.a 

Riovista  L  &  B. 
Co.  No.  1. 
Soow: 

Cook  No.  16 

L.  No.  8 

New  London. 

Baltimore. 
San  Francisco. 

Seattle. 
Do. 

R.  F.  11 

StimsonNo.  U.. 

Do. 

Do. 

The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  to  July  17,  1915,  was  151, 
of  530,361  gross  tons. 
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FBESEHT  TBADE  CONDITIONS  IN  UBEBIA. 

[Charge  d'Affalres  Richard  C.  Bundy,  American  legation,  MonroTla,  June  lO.I 

The  urgent  need  of  Liberia  is  a  direct  steamship  service  between 
her  coastwise  ports  of  entry  and  some  large  American  port,  prefer- 
ably New  York.  Approximately  four-fiftns  of  Liberian  trade  is  in 
the  hands  of  German  firms.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  these 
firms  have  been  practically  without  shipping  facilities.  [The  ad- 
dresses of  these  firms  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches.]  The  English  boats  have,  as 
a  general  rule,  refused  to  transport  cargo  for  any  shippers  save  those 
of  British  nationality. 

A  Spanish  line  calling  at  Monrovia  once  a  month  each  way,  has, 
however,  taken  some  Liberian  produce  for  American  importers  and 
brought  goods  from  the  United  States.  The  trade  route  by  Spanish 
steamers  is  New  York  to  Cadiz,  Spain,  and  thence  to  Monrovia.  I 
understand  from  shippers  who  have  used  this  route  that  the  service 
is  far  from  satisfactory  and  because  of  this  condition  the  freight 
rate  is  held  to  be  excessive. 

For  Liberian  produce  this  rate  from  Monrovia  to  New  York  via 
Cadiz  is,  I  am  told,  about  $20  per  ton,  while  the  rate  for  goods 
exported  from  New  York  to  Monrovia  via  Cadiz  is.  New  York  to 
Cadiz,  $16  per  ton;  Cadiz  to  Monrovia,  $8  per  ton.  From  what  I 
have  been  able  to  observe  the  Spanish  steamship  company  is  not 
taking  very  much  interest  in  the  present  opportunity  to  build  up 
trade  over  its  lines  with  the  United  States. 

Traffic  Prospects. 

It  can  be  readily  seen  therefore  than  an  American  steamship  serv- 
ice to  Liberia  would  have  no  difficulty  whatever  in  obtaining  for 
transportation  the  greater  portion  of  Liberian  trade. 

The  question  of  what  rate  a  direct  service  between  Liberia  and 
New  York  would  bear  might  be  viewed  somewhat  in  the  light  of  the 
following:  I  am  informed  that  before  the  war  the  steamers  plying 
between  New  York  and  the  west  coast  of  Africa  charged  per  ton  for 
palm  kernels,  $8.40;  coflFee,  $13.80;  piassava  fiber,  $17.76;  sundries, 
$10.80.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  these  rates  have  been  ad- 
vanced 25  per  cent  on  the  English  steamers  that  continue  this 
service. 

To  operate  an  American  steamship  service  profitably  between  New 
York  and  Liberia  the  boats  ought  not  to  be  more  than  2,500  tons  net 
capacity.  One  steamer  sailing  from  New  York  and  Monrovia,  re- 
spectively, each  month  would  be  certain  of  enough  cargo  for  a  full 
load  each  way,  provided  a  few  elemental  contingencies,  to  be  noted 
later,  could  be  met. 

The  merchants  have  estimated  that  they  could  afford  to  pay  the 
following  rates  per  ton  for  cargo  if  a  direct  monthly  service  is  main- 
tained :  Coffee,  $12 ;  palm  kernels,  $10.80 ;  piassava  fiber,  $20  to  $25 ; 
sundries,  $15  to  $25. 
An  Exchange  of  Goods — ^Prices — Staples  Heeded. 

The  cargo  exported  from  Liberia  would  be  almost  entirely  com- 
posed of  coffee,  palm  kernels,  palm  oil,  and  piassava  fiber.  The  mer- 
chants are  willing  to  accept  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  the  value 
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of  their  exports  in  goods  suitable  for  their  trade  and  the  balance  in 
cash. 

The  prices  f.  o.  b.  Liberian  ports  whith  are  being  asked  at  present 
by  the  merchants  for  Liberian  produce  are :  Coffee,  9  to  10  cents  per 

Eound ;  palm  kernels,  $1.40  to  $1.44  per  bushel  of  56  pounds ;  piassava 
ber,  4  to  6  cents  per  poimd,  depending  on  quality;  palm  oil,  $97.50  to 
$105.60  per  ton. 

The  staple  articles  required  for  this  market  now  are  rice,  flour, 
salt  and  cured  meats,  dried  and  salt  fish,  trade  leaf  tobacco,  sugar, 
salt,  kerosene,  canned  provisions  of  all  kinds,  bottled  whisky,  beer, 
and  mineral  water,  cheap  cloth  prints  and  white  muslins,  etc.  *  These 
commodities  and  many  others  the  merchants  here  are  willing  and 
eager  to  buy,  provided  only  they  can  market  their  produce  at  about 
the  prices  mentioned  and  that  the  price  of  articles  they  need  offered 
in  exchange  is  not  excessive.  Details  of  this  nature,  it  would  seem, 
might  easily  be  arranged  between  the  parties  at  interest. 
Some  American  Fnrehases — Creation  of  Interest. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  since  December  31,  1914,  Liberian  pro- 
duce of  following  amounts  and  values  has  been  exported  to  the 
United  States:  12,580  bundles  of  piassava  fiber,  $38,429;  5.467  bush- 
els palm  kernels,  $7,681.50;  69  bags  coffee,  $1,034;  while  during  the 
entire  calendar  year  of  1914,  the  only  exports  of  produce  to  the 
United  States  were  2,750  bundles  of  piassava  fiber,  valued  at 
$4,044.50. 

Very  little  is  known  here  concerning  the  American  importers  who 
are  in  a  position  to  handle  Liberian  produce.  It  would  seem,  how- 
ever, from  the  quantities  shipped  so  far  this  year  that  there  is  an 
awakening  of  interest  in  Liberian  products  on  the  part  of  the  im- 
porters in  the  United  States.  Apparently  there  is  need  simply  of 
the  circulation  in  America  of  precise  information  about  these  prod- 
ucts to  find  a  market  for  practically  everything  offered  for  sale  here. 

Some  of  the  merchants  assure  me  that  they  would  be  willing  to 
enter  into  contracts  with  American  importers  to  furnish  monthly 
definite  amounts  of  produce  for  a  given  time,  provided  they  were  sup- 

flied  with  adequate  shipping  facilities  and  prices  were  acceptable, 
am  informed  by  three  large  firms  in  search  of  connections  in  the 
United  States  that  in  a  normal  year  they  have  shipped  altogether 
103,121  bundles  piassava  fiber,  56  pounds  each;  6,871  bags  coffee,  135 
pounds  each ;  49,744  bags  palm  kernels,  168  pounds  each ;  and  1,094 
tons  palm  oil.  If  desirable  trade  goods  can  be  supplied  from  the 
tFnited  States  in  exchange  for  produce,  the  business  of  these  firms 
would  promptly  tend  to  approach  the  normal  again. 

In  addition  to  this,  allowance  must  be  made  for  one  large  firm  and 
a  number  of  small  merchants  from  whom  statistics  could  not  be  ob- 
tained but  whose  trade  would  undoubtedly  augment  the  above  figures 
about  50  per  cent.  From  this  estimate  a  comprehensive  idea  can  be 
obtained  of  the  volume  of  business  to  be  secured  by  a  serious  cultiva- 
tion of  this  field. 

The  latest  statistics  of  exports  for  the  entire  Eepublic  that  can  be 
obtained  are  for  the  year  1912,  They  are  as  follows :  Coffee,  1,758,438 
pounds;  piassava  fiber,  14,978,637  pounds;  palm  oil,  514,361  gallons; 
palm  kernels,  248,879  bushels;  ivory,  8,771  pounds.  Approximately 
80  per  cent  of  the  exports  given  in  this  table  were  made  by  the  Ger- 
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man  finns  that  are  now  seeking  transportation  facilities  and  a  mar- 
ket for  their  produce.  With  this  fact  in  mind  this  table  furnishes 
another  reliable  index  of  the  "volume  of  business  under  consideration 
in  this  report. 

The  following  comparative  table  giving  the  number  of  steamers 
that  have  called  at  the  principal  Liberian  ports  in  the  periods  August 
1,  1913,  to  March  31,  1914,  and  August  1,  1914,  to  March  31,  1915, 
will  show  at  a  glance  how  seriously  crippled  steamship  service  to 
Liberia  has  become  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Aoout  25  per 
cent  of  the  steamers  listed  in  the  table  as  calling  during  the  war 
period,  August  1,  1914,  to  March  31,  1915,  brought  only  mails  or 
passengers  but  no  cargo. 

The  st«amers  arriving  at  Liberian  ports  during  the  normal  period 
August  1,  1913,  to  March  31, 1914,  compared  with  war  period  August 
1, 1914,  to  March  31, 1915,  have  been  as  follows: 


Forts. 

1913-14 

1914-15 

JVo. 

34 
326 

31 
100 

35 

«2 
213 

Tom. 

63,517 
770,764 

49,465 
197,850 

51,113 
106,996 
443,175 

JVo. 

6 
97 

1 
31 

3 
14 
00 

Totu. 

8,297 
214,762 

1,804 
05,410 

Monrovia         .        ,,.       . 

UarshsU 

Grans  Bassa .,..,. 

6,142 

8inoe      

26,754 

136, 7SS 

«  Figures  for  tlie  month  of  March,  1915,  lacking. 


There  are  good  banking  facilities  in  Monrovia,  and  New  York  can 
be  readily  reached  by  cable.  The  principal  money  of  the  country  is 
English  gold  and  silver.  The  present  rate  of  exchange  at  Monrovia 
is  $4.80  to  the  pound  (sterling). 


GSASSHOPPEB  PLAGUE  IN  CENTBAI  AHESICA. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris,  Washington,  D.  C,  Jnly  10.] 

Advices  recently  received  from  several  parts  of  Central  America 
indicate  that  the  plague  of  grasshoppers  will  be  more  widespread 
this  year  than  last.  The  insects  have  extended  their  ravages  from 
the  Pacific  side  to  the  Atlantic,  and  are  worlcing  havoc  on  the  banana 
plantations  along  the  coast.  Indications  are  that  the  countries  of 
Central  America  will  be  more  dependent  upon  the  United  States 
this  year  for  foodstuffs  than  they  were  last  year.  Costa  Rica  and 
Panama  have  the  grasshoppers  this  year,  and  did  not  have  them  in 
1914.  It  would  probably  be  well  to  get  in  communication  with  the 
various  Governments  of  the  six  Kepublics  of  Central  America  and 
start  arrangements  for  sales  of  corn,  rice,  beans,  lentils,  and  chick 
peas.  The  beans  preferred  are  either  the  black  Mexican  or  the  red 
bean,  and  no  objection  is  made  to  yellow  corn.  Last  year  several 
Governments  bought  large  quantities  of  these  commodities  and  issued 
them  at  cost  to  the  people  whose  crops  had  been  destroyed  by  xm- 
precedented  dry, weather  and  hordes  of  grasshoppers.  [The  addresses 
of  the  various  officials  who  would  have  these  arrangements  in  hand 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.] 
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THE  SCOTTISH  WHISKY  TEADE. 

[Extract  from  Edinburgh  JBrenlDg  Dispatch  of  July  6,  by  American  consulate. 

Edinburgh.] 

One  of  the  immediate  effects  of  the  passing  of  the  British  Imma- 
ture Spirits  (Restriction)  Act,  which  provides  that  all  malt  and 
grain  whisky  must  be  bonded  for  three  years  after  it  is  made,  has 
been  to  send  up  the  price  of  grain  whisky  to  an  unprecedented  ex- 
tent. Prices  in  the  younger  makes  have  risen  all  around  100  per  cent, 
and  in  some  cases  150  per  cent ;  and  unless  more  malt  whisky  is  used 
in  the  making  up  of  blends,  the  prices  of  grain  whisky,  it  is  thought, 
may  go  even  higher  still.  With  the  withdrawal  from  the  market 
under  the  three  years'  bonding  law  referred  to,  of  all  whisky  under 
3  years  of  age,  there  was,  of  course,  a  rush  by  blenders  on  3-year-oId 
grain  whisky,  with  the  result  that  prices  for  this  make  went  up  from 
2s.  (48J  cents)  and  2s.  2d.  (52|  cents)  a  gallon  to  4s.  6d.  ($1.09),  and 
even  5s.  ($1.21^)  and  5s.  3d.  ($1.27|)  per  gallon.  It  is  well  known 
that  for  all  blends  of  whiskies  grain  whisky  is  now  an  indispensable 
ingredient. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Leith  Wholesale  Wine  and 
Spirit  Trade  Association,  held  on  the  28th  June,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  "  That  on  and  after  July  5  the  minimum  price  to  be  charged 
for  blended  whisky  sold  in  Scotland  be  increased  to  5s.  6d.  ($1.34) 
\ier  gallon  in  bond,  and  23s.  ($5.60)  per  gallon,  duty  paid,  both 
delivered,  less  in  the  case  of  duty-paid  whisky  6d.  (12  cents)  per  gal- 
lon discount  for  cash  in  30  days.  This  was  a  6d.  (12  cents)  rise 
from  May  31,  when  5s.  ($1.21^)  per  liquid  gallon  was  fixed  as  the 
price  by  the  Scottish  Trade  Associations.  To  the  consumer  at  tha 
bar  of  licensed  premises  this  means  that  the  price  of  a  glass  of  ordi- 
nary whisky  has  been  raised  one-half  penny  (1  cent),  or  from  4d. 
(8  cents)  to  4|d.  (9  cents).    That  is  Id.  (2  cents)  per  gill. 

According  to  the  most  recent  figures  available,  the  coimtry  does 
not  seem  in  any  immediate  danger  of  suffering  from  a  drink  famine. 
On  March  31, 1914,  there  were  in  bond  147,953,993  gallons  of  whisky — 
a  figure  which  represents  over  a  five  years'  supply — the  quantities 
retained  for  home  consumption  in  1914  being  26,794,739  gallons, 
divided  as  under:  England,  17,890,592 ;  Scotland,  6,173,453;  and  Ire- 
land, 2,730,694;  in  all,  26,794,739  gallons.  The  total  quantity  dis- 
tilled in  1913-14  was  51,802,468  gallons.  The  export  of  whisky  for 
1914  was  10,406,626.  The  balance  sheet  for  1914  was  as  follows:  In 
warehouse  on  March  31,  1913,  146,825,599  gallons;  distilled,  1913-14, 
51,802,468;  total,  198,628,067  gallons.  Distribution:  Home  consump- 
tion, 26,794,739  gallons;  exported,  10,406j626;  used  for  fortifying 
wines  for  ships'  stores,  etc.,  312,758 ;  used  in  arts  and  manufactures, 
722,791;  methylated,  7,719,308;  and  deficiencies  allowed,  4,717,852^-. 
50,674.074  gallons.  Balance  in  warehouse  on  March  31,  1914,  147,- 
953,993;  total,  198,628,067  gallons.  In  the  United  Kingdom  there  are 
159  distilleries,  of  which  127  are  in  Scotland,  8  in  England,  and  24 
in  Ireland.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  the  quantity  of 
spirits  distilled  in  England  in  1914  was  13,900,010  gallons;  in  Scot- 
land, 28,023,719  gallons;  in  Ireland,  9,878,739  gallons;  total,  as  before 
stated,  51,802,468  gallons. 


Hop-picking  machinery  is  now  used  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
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HOPS  FOB  BBAZH,  AS  AHEBICAN  OPENINa. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Oottscbalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  June  10.] 

The  production  of  beer  in  Brazil,  which  in  1911  was  estimated  at 
more  than  $15,000,000  and  in  1912  at  nearly  $20,000,000,  has  created 
a  substantial  local  trade  in  hops.  The  movement  of  this  trade  during 
the  past  two  years  has  been : 


Coontrias  of  origin. 

1913 

1914 

Quantity. 

Valoe. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Founds. 

486,  R55 

283,  rae 

1,636 
7,116 
1,634 

$217,307 

123,379 

3 

824 

2,801 

400 

PoutuU. 

317,030 

149,578 

1M,222 

3,014 

4,416 

21,880 

$169,821 

65, lis 

United  States  .                

24,353 

1,224 

3,100 

All  other 

9,BS3 

Total 

780,887 

344,714 

647,140 

293,508 

Germany  has  in  normal  times  been  the  chief  source  of  supply  of 
hops  to  Brazil,  with  Austria  second  in  importance.  Previous  to 
1914  there  were  practically  no  importations  of  American  hops,  but 
during  that  year  they  amounted  to  8  per  cent  of  the  total  value  im- 

f)orted.    This  year's  importations  from  the  United  States  will  doubt- 
ess  show  an  increase. 
Elements  of  Fopnlarity  of  European  Hops. 

The  high  quality  of  certain  hops  from  the  Continent  of  Europe 
has  naturally  made  them  popular.  Their  strength,  careful  and  prac- 
tical packing,  the  fact  that  most  of  the  exporters  have  had  local  rep- 
resentatives here,  and  the  favorable  credit  terms  they  were  empow- 
ered to  grant  all  contributed  at  one  time  to  giving  them  almost  entire 
control  of  this  market. 

There  is  a  large  demand  for  Bavarian  hops  selling  at  115  marks 
($27.37)  per  60  kilos  (110  pounds)  c.  i.  f.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  with  10 
marks  ($2.38)  commission  on  50  kilos. 

"Superfine"  Bavarian  hops,  ordinarily  selling  at  112  marks 
($26.66)  per  50  kilos,  c.  i.  f.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  net,  find  a  good  sale. 

These  prices  were  obtained  from  the  invoices  of  a  local  importer,  and 
the  hops  were  delivered  here  via  Amsterdam  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  as  much  German  and  Austrian  merchandise  has  been  deliverea 
here.  I  have,  however,  seen  letters  from  large  German  and  Austrian 
hop  shippers  to  local  purchasers,  saying  that  no  more  shipments  could 
be  made  after  March  2, 1915,  owing  to  the  disturbance  of  traffic  caused 
by  the  war. 
Varieties  of  Hops  Sought  by  Local  Breweries. 

The  varieties  of  hops  most  in  demand  by  large  local  breweries  here 
are  spalt  (Bavarian)  and  saaz  (Bohemian).  Many  orders  read  50 
per  cent  saaz  (bezirk)  and  50  per  cent  spalt  (gemeinde),  sealed  and 
certified  as  to  origin  by  the  local  government  officials  at  the  point  of 
shipment.  There  is  also  a  fair  demand  for  hallertauer  (Bavarian) 
hops.  An  idea  of  the  German  and  Austrian  prices  of  hops  may  be 
obtained  from  the  following  offers  dated  February  24,  1915 : 

1.  Extra  fine  1914  saazer,  with  certificate,  175  marks  ($41.65)  per 
50  kilos  (110  pounds),  c.  i.  f.  Rio  de  Janeiro.    2.  Extra  fine  saazer 
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fechser  hops,  165  marks  ($39.27)  per  50  kilos  c.  i.  f.  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
3.  Fine  Bavarian  lagerbier  hops,  162  marks  ($38.56)  per  50  kilos 
c.  i.  f.  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Some  are  quoted  as  low  as  95  marks  ($22.61) 
per  50  kilos. 

The  smaller  Brazilian  breweries  purchase  from  local  importers 
during  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  large  breweries  place  their 
orders  from  September  to  March,  heavy  deliveries  commencing  in 
November. 

Facklag:  of  Shipments  an  Important  Feature. 

German  and  Austrian  hops  have  reached  here  uniformly  packed 
in  this  manner:  Fifty  kilos  (110  pounds)  net  weight,  packed  tightly 
in  a  bale  of  burlap;  the  tare  being  about  4  pounds  per  bale.  Five 
of  these  bales,  or  550  pounds,  are  then  packed  m  one  air-tight  wooden 
case,  lined  with  zinc.  The  wooden  cases  are  strengthened  with  iron 
bands. 

There  is  objection  to  the  size  of  packages  in  which  some  American 
hops  have  arrived  here — bales  and  case  weighing  2,155  pounds,  with 
55  pounds  tare.  Tight  packing,  small  bales,  Avell  packed  in  burlap, 
and  strong- boxing,  well  banded,  are  required. 

Considerable  importance  attaches  to  the  fact  that  the  tin  lining 
of  the  European  packing  cases  commands  a  higher  price  here,  when 
resold  locally,  than  the  lining  of  American  cases,  which  is  said  to  be 
of  a  tin  containing  too  much  iron.  In  this  country,  where  the  con- 
tainers of  certain  imported  goods  are  inteusively  reutilized,  the  ob- 
servance of  such  details  and  the  use  of  wide  boards  in  packing  cases 
should  not  be  overlooked. 

American  Terms  How  Hore  Favorable. 

European  hops  are  sold  here  with  90-day  sight  draft  attached  to 
the  bill  of  lading.  When  local  importers  commenced  to  look  to  the 
United  States  for  hops  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  American  firms 
were  criticized  on  account  of  their  demanding  cash  against  docu- 
ments in  New  York,  but  more  favorable  terms  are  now  being  ex- 
tended. If  a  permanent  trade  is  expected,  American  purveyors 
should  make  up  their  minds  that  on  this  class  of  goods,  as  on  so  many 
others,  at  least  90  days'  credit  from  date  of  shipment  should  be 
allowed. 

There  is  doubtless  a  chance  for  much  profitable  selling  of  Bavarian 
and  Bohemian  hops  here,  unless  the  American  stocks  of  these  have 
already  been  exhausted.  Certificates  of  origin  are  always  desirable, 
however,  to  give  a  shipment  real  value. 

Possibilities  In  American  Trade. 

Of  the  limited  quantities  of  American  hops  already  placed  here 
the  chief  complaint  seems  to  be  that  they  lack  the  special  flavor  of  the 
European  hops  and  that  their  strength  is  approximately  40  per  cent 
less  than  that  of  the  Bohemian  and  Bavarian  hops. 

While  there  is  an  impending  scarcity  of  hops  among  the  brewers 
there  is  no  complete,  immediate  exhaustion  of  the  stocks  of  Bohemian 
and  Bavarian  hops  on  hand  to  be  anticipated  for  some  time. 

The  permanent  success  in  this  market  of  American  hops  can  not  be 
determined  until  after  hostilities  in  Europe  have  ceased.  Whether 
we  have  been  able  to  compete  with  European  hops  in  price,  in  reason- 
ableness of  credit  terms,  in  the  adoption  of  proper  packing,  and 
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in  the  securing  of  the  proper,  responsible  agents  here,  are  things  that 
will  then  be  put  to  the  test. 

An  important  point,  and  one  to  be  noted,  is  the  usefulness  of 
submitting  small  samples  by  parcel  post  to  local  buyers.  These 
samples  should  be  marked  plainly  "  Amostros  sem  valor  "  (samples 
•without  value).  Prices  should  be  quoted,  preferably  c.  i.  f.  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 

[Lists  of  brewers  and  importers  of  hops  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  offices.] 

IMPOETS  Aim  EXPOETS  OF  COPPEE. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,"  Washington,  and  Mi«^gan  during  the 
week  ended  July  10,  1915,  were  as  follows: 


IMPORTS. 

Coantries. 

Ore,  matte,  and  regulus 
(copper  contents). 

rigs,  Ingots,  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 

Pounds. 
800,000 

«M,aoo 

Pounds. 

510,212 

1,381,295 

tS8,62S 

207,371 

Cuba 

1,120,000 

1,307,584 

4,960 

»7,«B 

183,062 

744 

Chile                 

564,566 

626, 186 

3,669,831 

88,430 

Peru                     , 

111,542 

498,331 

Total 

3,232,645 

345,611 

6,742,089 

995,202 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Countries. 


Denmark. 
France ... 

Italy 

Russia  ... 
England.. 
Canada.... 


Pigs,  ingots,  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 


Pound!. 

112,179 
1,612,389 

976,676 
2,240.939 

922,763 
314 


tl8,230 
298,466 
185,  S«0 
425,7(0 
176,976 
79 


Countries. 


Mexico . 
Cuba . . . 
Peru  . . . 
Brazil.. 


Total. 


Pigs,  Ingots,  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 


Pounds. 

2,000 
10,549 

1.343 
66,663 


6,934,616 


«51 
2,105 

822 
8,936 


1,116,805 


a  No  report  received  trom  San  Francisco  lor  the  period  ending  July  10, 1915. 


LABOB  CONGESTION  IN  BSITISH  COLUMBIA. 

[Consul  B.  B.  Mosher,  Victoria,  Canada,  July  10.] 

Labor  conditions  here  show  no  improvement  over  previous  months, 
and  the  number  of  men  unemployed,  skilled  and  imskilled,  in  Vic- 
toria is  on  the  increase,  about  2,200  being  registered  at  the  Central 
Employment  Bureau,  a  majority  of  whom  have  been  out  of  work 
for  some  time. 

The  Central  Employment  and  Relief  Bureau  has  been  reorganized 
and  is  now  under  the  sole  control  of  the  city  council.  Three  of  the 
aldermen  will  act  as  commissioners  in  managing  the  bureau. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


PBICE  ADVANCE  HT  HEW  ZEALAND. 


375 


tConsal  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Aackland,  June  19.] 

Prices  in  general  have  increased  very  materially  in  New  Zealand 
during  the  seven  months  ending  April  30,  1915.  This  is  especially 
true  of  butter  and  cheese,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  which 
gives  the  amount  exported  for  the  months  given  and  the  average 
export  price  for  the  month  per  hundredweight  (112  pounds) : 


Butter. 

Cheese. 

Month. 

Hundred- 
weight. 

Average 
price. 

Hundred- 
weight. 

Average 
price. 

October 

21,180 
59,037 
100,001 
60,362 
58,758 
60,615 
16,589 

526.19 
26.80 
26.68 
26.49 
27.85 
27.33 
30.69 

15,156 
69,730 
127,297 
117,958 
125,183 
116,320 
81,958 

114.87 

November. 

14.35 

14.51 

14.33 

14.65 

March... 

16.23 

April 

15.84 

The  retail  price  of  butter  has  reached  38  cer.ts  per  pound  and 
cheese  22  cents  per  pound,  with  potatoes  at  $1.10  per  bushel. 

The  average  export  price  of  mutton,  lamb,  and  beef  per  pound 
for  the  months  given  is  shown  in  the  following  table  with  the  amount 
exported : 


Month. 

Mutton. 

Lamb. 

BeeL 

Cvt. 
142,942 
48,741 
64,832 
110,154 
112,193 
132,535 
136,340 

Ctnit. 
7.2 
8.0 
8.9 
8.7 
8.42 
8.68 
8.7 

Cat. 

53,724 
9,154 

16,087 

65,496 
127,451 
116,934 
108,779 

CnU. 
10. 1 
10.32 
10.98 
10.84 
10.7 
10.66 
11.16 

Cwi. 

08,065 

65,274 

75,434 

62,364 

72,838 

84,736 

87,099 

Centt. 
8.84 

9.3) 

3)6ceinl>6r..........».... 

8.86 

8.8B 

Februftry 

9.3 

ICarcb        

9.32 

ADril 

9.34 

The  retail  price  of  meat  is  from  9  cents  per  pound  for  forequarter 
of  mutton  to  16  cents  per  pound  for  lamb  chops,  while  beef  retails  at 
from  12  cents  per  pound  for  prime  ribs  to  22  cents  per  pound  for 
porterhouse  steak  and  fillet  at  28  cents  per  pound. 

It  seems  to  be  the  impression  that  prices  will  advance  still  more, 
and  the  people  are  preparing  for  it.  Times  are  not  hard,  for  most 
everyone  is  at  work  and  at  fair  wages ;  so  there  are  but  few  in  want, 
but  luxuries  are  cut  out  in  most  cases. 


CANASY  ISLAND  BTTSINESS  ASSOCIATION. 

[Consul  George  E.  Stiles,  Tenerlffe,  June  8.] 

A  business  men's  association  has  just  been  organized  in  the  city 
of  Orotava,  Teneriffe,  under  the  name  of  "  Circulo  Mercantil,"  with 
the  object  of  promoting  commerce.  It  includes  the  principal  busi- 
ness men  of  that  section.  The  officers  are  Don  Domingo  Padron  y 
Morales,  president ;  Don  Francisco  Duclos  y  Gonzalaz  and  Don 
Ismael  A.  de  la  Guardia,  vice  presidents;  Don  Manuel  Vivas  y 
Kodriguez,  treasurer;  Don  Oscar  Bethencourt  y  Hernandez,  secre- 
tary, and  Don  Felix  Beyes  Martin,  accountant.  Members  of  the 
governing  board  are:  Don  Clemente  Mendez  y  Machado,  Don  Vic* 
torino  Yanes,  Don  Jose  Beyes,  and  Don  Vincente  Hernandez. 
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CONSTBVCTION  WOKE  ABKOAD. 
AKOEKTINA. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosario,  Jane  12.1 

Kailway  Extensions  in  San  Jnan. 

The  Administrator  General  of  State  Railways  reports  that  th? 
branch  line  from  Pichinal  to  Oran,  in  the  Province  of  Salta,  near 
the  Bolivian  frontier,  is  nearing  completion  and  will  be  opened  to 
traffic  in  about  two  months.  It  is  stated  that  as  soon  as  work  on 
this  branch  is  terminated  the  construction  of  the  line  from  San  Juan 
to  Jachal  will  be  commenced.  This  line,  112  miles  long,  has  been 
planned  for  some  time  and  is  much  needed  to  further  the  develop- 
ment of  the  northern  part  of  the  Province  of  San  Juan. 

Koads  and  Bridges. 

The  governor  of  the  Province  of  Cordoba,  in  a  recent  message  to 
the  provincial  legislature,  points  to  the  necessity  of  expending 
$500,000  in  the  construction  and  repair  of  roads  and  bridges  in 
the  Province. 

[Bevlew  of  the  River  Plate,  June  11.] 

Light  Sailways  for  Kisiones. 

The  minister  of  public  works  has  requested  the  director  general 
of  railways  to  prepare  preliminary  plans  and  estimates  for  the  con- 
struction by  the  State  of  a  system  or  light  railways  in  the  Territory 
of  Misiones.  The  present  idea  is  that  this  system  should  have  as 
its  starting  point  either  the  port  of  Posadas  or  the  station  of  Apos- 
toles,  on  the  Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway,  with  a  junction 
with  the  lines  of  that  company,  which  would  serve  the  vast  "  yerba  " 
lands  in  the  Territory.  The  railway  would  be  of  the  Decauville 
type.  The  principal  argument  in  favor  of  this  railway  system  is 
the  great  impulse  which  it  is  anticipated  would  be  given  to  the  native 
"  yerba  "  [yerba  mate  or  Paraguayan  tea]  industry. 

Electrical  Enterprises. 

Negotiations  are  pending  in  the  camp  towns  of  Coronel  Dorrego, 
Colon  (Entre  Rios),  Suarez,  Halsey,  Pellegrini,  Pintos,  and  Casilda 
for  the  installation  of  electricity  works. 

Seiior  Marcelino  S.  Romero  has  applied  to  the  government  of  the 
Province  of  Buenos  Aires  for  permission  to  install  an  electric-power 
station  at  Punta  Alta  for  the  supply  of  private  lighting.  He  also 
expresses  himself  willing  to  undertake  the  public  lighting  of  the 
locality,  subject  to  satisfactory  terms  being  arranged  with  the  Pro- 
vincial government  and  the  Bahia  Blanca  municipal  authorities. 

CANADA. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drehcr,  Toronto,  July  IC.l 
Progress  in  Toronto  Harbor  Improvements. 

In  this,  the  second  year  of  the  Toronto  Harbor  development, 
$2,000,000  is  being  spent  on  the  city's  water  front  between  the  Don 
and  Humber  Rivers.  Last  year  $1,400,000  was  spent,  only  $300,000 
of  which  was  spent  on  work  above  water  and  at  all  visible.  The 
$1,100,000  was  sunk  in  piles,  cribs,  dredging,  and  fillings.    These  ex- 
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penses  are  about  equally  divided  between  the  Harbor  Commission 
and  the  Dominion  Government. 

In  spite  of  the  war  and  the  absence  of  the  commission's  chief  en^- 
neer,  E.  L.  Cousins,  viho  was  loaned  to  the  Government  to  deal  with 
the  rapid-transit  problem,  the  work  of  the  harbor  improvement  will 
not  be  abated  in  the  slightest  degree.  Of  the  total  estimated  cost  of 
the  harbor  improvements  ($2i,000,000),  contracts  for  nearly  $11,- 
000,000  have  been  let,  and  these  contracts  cover  the  immediate  work 
on  hand.  During  the  summer  at  least  350  men  will  be  employed 
solely  in  construction. 
The  Ashbridgc  Bay  Improvement. 

Two  huge  dredges,  the  Cyclone  and  the  Tornado,  of  the  Canadian 
Stewart  Co.'s  fleet  of  construction  vessels,  are  gulping  hugh  drafts  of 
sand  from  Ashbridge  and  Toronto  Bays  and  dumping  it,  through  a 
1,000- foot  pipe,  at  the  rate  of  600  cubic  yards  per  hour  on  that  part 
of  the  Ashbridge  marsh  that  is  being  changed  into  dry  land  for 
industrial  sites. 

So  far  only  one-fifth  of  the  total  area  of  640  acres  has  been  filled 
in,  and  only  12  per  cent  of  the  minimum  total  of  22,000,000  cubic 
yards  that  must  be  done  between  the  Don  and  Humber  has  been 
filled.  This  year  the  harbor  commissioners  expect  to  fill  in  two- 
fifths  more  of  the  Ashbridge  district.  Their  object  is  to  have  the 
industrial  sites  ready  for  occupancy  as  early  as  possible  in  order  that 
the  rent  of  these  sites  may  assist  in  meeting  the  cost  of  the  immense 
improvements  to  be  made  in  the  harbor.  R  will  probably  be  several 
years  before  this  industrial  area  will  be  ready  for  manufacturing 
plants. 

While  filling  in  is  to  go  on  at  full  speed,  the  principal  object  at 
present  is  to  complete  the  ship  channel,  the  waterway  that  is  to  run 
into  the  industrial  area.  Pile  drivers,  huge  towers  with  10-ton 
weights  dropping,  are  now  engaged  in  sinking  wooden  piles  along 
the  sides  of  the  channel.  The  tops  of  the  piles  are  being  finished 
with  a  cement  wall. 

Pnrpose  of  Ship  Channel. 

The  object  of  getting  the  ship  channel  finished  is  that  its  sides  will 
act  as  retaining  walls,  and  the  sand  can  be  pumped  between  them  and 
the  city  side  without  flowing  out  again.  The  Don,  which  used  to 
flow  into  the  Ashbridge  marsh,  is  now  entirely  diverteij  into  a  com- 
pleted cement  canal,  which  turns  the  waters  of  the  river  sharply 
westward  before  they  empty  into  the  bay.  At  present  only  a  wooden 
bridge  spans  this  channel,  but  a  contract  has  been  let  by  the  harbor 
commissioners  for  a  steel  bridge  here  worthy  of  the  completed 
harbor.  It  is  to  be  86  feet  wide  and  capable  oi  bearing  steam  rail- 
ways or  trolleys  as  well  as  vehicular  traffic.  The  cost  of  the  bridge  is 
to  be  $101,000, 

[Consul  B.  B.  Mosher,  Victoria,  Britisb  Columbia,  July  10.] 

Xnaielpal  ImproTement  Work. 

The  Esquunalt  Council  has  let  a  contract  for  additional  sewers 
amounting  to  $25,000.  The  City  Council  has  $200,000  available  for 
local  improvement  work,  which  will  permit  the  engineering  depart- 
ment to  keep  the  present  number  of  men  employed  for  a  considerable 
time. 
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CHILE. 
[Commprctal  Attacb^  V.  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  June  16.1 
Central  Shops  of  the  Chilean  Railways. 

The  Ultimas  Noticias  of  Santiago  published,  in  its  June  14  issue, 
the  following  item  in  regard  to  the  central  shops  of  the  Chilean 
railways : 

The  construction  of  the  proposed  railway  shops  must  be  considered  as  one  of 
great  importance.  The  necessary  land  has  been  purchased  in  the  town  of  San 
Bernardo,  near  Santiago,  at  a  cost  of  $40,000  United  States  gold.  The  shops 
and  as-sociated  Installation  will  probably  cost  about  $3,050,000  and  will  contain 
everything  required  for  handling  the  work  of  the  Chilean  railways,  regardless 
of  any  reasonable  growth  they  may  have. 

The  work  should  be  started  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  as  It  will  be  a 
long  job,  and  already  there  is  an  enormous  amount  of  work  to  be  done  In  the 
general  repair  required  by  all  the  equipment.  Actually,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  railway  officials,  20  per  cent  of  the  rolling  stock  is  always  awaiting 
repair,  when  there  should  not  be  more  than  8  or  10  per  cent  in  that  condition. 
It  Is  proposed  to  spend  $271,000  for  new  locomotives  and  $12,000  for  ballast 
cars,  without  mentioning  freight  cars,  of  wWch  there  is  an  ample  sup;)ly  if 
they  could  only  be  repaired. 

Ten  locomotives  have  been  contracted  for  delivery  this  year,  which  are  to 
be  built  by  two  Valparaiso  firms;  and  if  the  new  shops  were  in  readiness  such 
orders  could  be  filled  there,  as  also  the  70  ballast  cars  which  the  Directing 
Council  of  Railways  has  approved  for  later  purchase. 

ECTTADOK. 

[Clipping  from   West  Coast  Leader  for  June  10,  transmitted  by   Commercial   Attache 
A.  I.  Harrington,  Lima,  Peru.] 

Progress  on  Feeders  of  Onayaqnll  &  Quito  Railway, 

Construction  work  on  the  Ambato  railway,  connecting  the  Guaya- 
quil &  Quito  with  the  far  eastern  territory  of  Ecuador,  is  slowly  pro- 
ceeding, and  rails  are  now  down  for  a  distance  of  35  kilometers  (22 
miles) . 

On  the  other  "hand,  there  is  every  evidence  that  the  Huigra-Cuenca 
line,  forming  an  outlet  from  the  Guayaquil  &  Quito  into  the  south- 
em  Provinces,  will  shortly  be  abandoned.  The  agents  of  the  conces- 
sionaires have  during  the  past  few  months  had  so  many  difficulties 
placed  in  their  way  that  they  are  reported  to  be  on  the  point  of 
throwing  up  the  entire  business.  In  spite  of  reports  to  the  contrary, 
venr  little  has  been  accomplished  toward  the  construction  of  the  line. 

The  Guayaquil  &  Quito  line  has  recently  had  more  than  its  share 
of  difficulty  in  connection  with  landslides. 

ENOLAKO. 
[Vice  Consul  John  W.  Thomas,  Manchester,  June  28.] 
Big  Electrical  Scheme. 

Details  have  just  been  made  known  here  of  a  big  electrical  scheme 
that  is  being  promoted  by  the  municipal  authorities.  The  local  news- 
papers announce  that  the  Local  Government  Board  have  agreed  to 
the  application  of  the  authorities  to  borrow  the  large  sum  of  £432,470 
($2,104,615)  for  a  new  electricity  generating  station  which  is  to  be 
erected  at  Barton,  near  Manchester. 

It  is  thought  that  perhaps  the  scheme  in  question  might  probably 
benefit  American  electrical  concerns,  as  so  many  of  the  competing 
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English  firms  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  war  munitions, 
and,  in  consequence,  tney  will  possibly  be  imable  to  compete  for  the 
business. 

Mr.  S.  L.  Pearce  is  the  chief  engineer  of  the  electricity  department 
of  the  Manchester  corporation  and  communications  would  reach  him 
addressed  to  the  Town  Hall,  Manchester,  England. 

FHILIPPIBES. 
[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  June  2.] 
Kew  OoTemment  Contracts — Leper  Hospital. 

Work  has  been  begun  on 'the  concrete  bulkhead  between  Piers  3 
and  5  at  Manila,  which  will  cost  $100,000.  Ground  has  also  been 
broken  for  the  new  building  for  the  School  of  Arts  and  Trades  at 
Manila.  This  will  cost  $85,500.  The  contract  has  been  let  for  con- 
structing a  river  wall  at  Iloilo  and  for  the  Mainit  Bridge,  same 
Province. 

Construction  has  been  begun  on  two  new  buildings  at  San  Lazaro 
Hospital  for  leprosy  patients — one  for  incurables,  the  other  for  those 
detained  because  of  leprosy  symptoms.    The  buildings  will  cost  about 
$7,500. 
Soad  and  Bridge  Work. 

The  Province  of  Zambales  is  preparing  to  open  up  a  road  between 
Iba  and  Masinoc,  to  replace  with  a  direct  route  the  present  coast 
road  between  these  two  points.  The  Province  has  now  sufficient 
funds  to  open  an  unsurfaced  road  over  the  route. 

Bids  have  been  opened  by  the  Government  for  constructing  bridges 
at  Malaywanak  and  Kaytituga,  on  the  Tuy-Nasugbu  road.  Two  bids 
were  received  for  each  bridge — for  the  former,  $13,700  and  $12,500, 
respectively,  and  for  the  latter,  $10,000  and  $11,000,  respectively. 

SPAIN. 
[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Qracey,  Seville,  June  22.] 
fnbllo  Works  in  Andalusia. 

The  Director  General  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs  has  recently  visited 
Seville  and  given  to  the  press  some  information  regarding  proposed 
public  works  in  this  district.  The  principal  object  of  his  trip  is  said 
to  be  to  arrange  that  the  various  capital  cities  of  Spain  shall  have 
suitable  post  and  telegraph  buildings.  The  director  general  is 
quoted  as  being  much  dissatisfied  with  the  present  inadequate  post- 
office  building  in  this  city,  notwithstanding  that  it  was  recently 
remodeled.  He  deems  it  advisable  to  erect  a  new  post  and  telegraph 
building. 

The  director  general  stated  that  at  Cadiz  and  Badajos  (two  other 
cities  in  this  district)  the  cities  had  offered  to  the  Government  suit- 
able lots  for  the  erection  of  new  post  and  telegraph  buildings  and 
suggests  that  Seville  do  likewise.  He  obtained  while  here  plans  of  a 
ate  on  the  new  street,  Jose  Canalejas,  and  near  the  center  of  the  city 
and  the  principal  railway  station  for  trains  from  Madrid. 

On  completion  of  the  new  building  the  old  post  office  will  be  used 
as  a  branch  and  for  a  money-order  office.  It  is  also  proposed  to 
acquire  buildings  in  three  other  parts  of  the  city,  known  as  Triana, 
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Macarana,  and  San  Bernardo,  for  branch  offices.  The  latter  office  is 
to  be  erected  on  the  premises  now  used  for  a  slaughterhouse,  a  new 
building  for  this  purpose  having  recently  been  completed. 

The  American  System  to  Be  Used. 

It  is  proposed  to  equip  the  new  building  with  post-office  boxes 
according  to  the  American  system,  by  which  each  box  holder  has  his 
separate  apartment  for  mail  and  individual  key  thereto. 

All  letters  posted  in  Spain  pay  a  delivery  tax  of  5  centimos  each 
(approximately  1  cent)  in  addition  to  regular  postage  charges,  which 
brings  an  annual  income  of  8,000,000  pesetas  ($1,544,000),  and  the 
Director  General  has  asked  the  Government  to  allow  him  this  amount 
for  completion  of  his  projected  improvements. 

In  carrying  out  such  improvements  the  Government  aslcs  for 
tenders  for  the  land,  opens  a  competition  for  building  plans,  open  to 
the  architects  of  each  city  concerned,  and  upon  acceptance  of  the 
plans  asks  for  tenders  for  erection  of  the  buildings. 

Other  Special  Features — Americas  Trade  Openings. 

The  Director  General  also  has  in  mind,  according  to  the  press,  the 
establishment  of  a  Government  savings-bank  system  by  the  use  of 
stamps  and  booklets  and  is  also  considering  the  installation  of  auto- 
matic stamp-vending  machines  in  the  barracks,  schools,  hospitals, 
cafes,  and  other  public  places.  He  is  also  endeavoring  to  plan  for 
the  amalgamation  of  the  urban  and  interurban  telephone  systems  in 
order  to  secure  a  complete  long-distance  system  directly  connected 
with  the  city  phones. 

American  exporters  interested  in  the  sale  of  stamp-vending  ma- 
chines, post-office  equipment,  mail  boxes,  and  other  goods  of  this 
nature  would  do  well  to  send  copies  of  their  catalogues,  terms,  etc., 
to  the  Director  General  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs,  Madrid,  Spain 
(Director  General  de  Comunicaciones,  Madrid),  or  to  the  Senor 
Alcalde  Presidente  del  Excmo.  Ayuntamiento  de  Sevilla,  Sevilla, 
Espana. 

As  soon  as  the  projected  building  plans  are  completed  and  the  con- 
tracts awarded  this  consulate  will  report  thereon. 


BELGIAN  VESSEL  PLYING  TO  KONGO. 

[Consul  Cbarlcs  M.  Hathaway,  Hull,  England,  July  3.] 

A  new  development  in  the  trade  of  Hull  is  marked  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Belgian  steamship  ElizdbethviUe,  belonging  to  the  Compagnie 
Beige  Maritime  du  Congo.  Formerly  this  Belgian  company's 
steamers  traded  between  Belgium  and  her  colonies  in  Africa,  but 
with  the  fall  of  Antwerp  the  company  was  compelled  to  divert  its 
trade  to  other  ports.  The  company  has  now  arranged  for  facilities 
at  the  new  King  George  Dock,  Hull,  in  order  to  escape  delay  at  other 

Eorts.  It  is  hoped  that  direct  service  from  Hull  to  the  Kongo  will 
B  continued  by  this  line,  at  least  until  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
steamers  will  touch  at  Falmouth  and  IjE  Pallice  for  English  and 
French  passengers,  respectively.  The  ElizahetkviUe's  cargo  consists 
of  palm  kernels,  palm  oil,  gum  copal,  ebony,  ivory,  rubber,  cocoa, 
and  coffee,  and  is  said  to  be  the  first  complete  shipment  of  its  kind 
that  ever  came  to  Hull. 
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FOREiaN  LOANS  DT  TTinTED  STATES. 

f  London  Statist,  July  10.] 

Great  Britain's  action  in  closing  her  money  markets  to  loans  other 
than  those  floated  by  her  allies  has  been  justified  by  current  events, 
but  it  has  had  the  effect  of  turning  other  needy  nations  to  the  United 
States  for  financial  aid.  To  such  countries  America  has  advanced 
$67,000,000,  most  of  which  probably  would  have  come  from  London 
hut  for  the  unusual  conditions  arising  out  of  the  war.  These  loans 
are  as  follows: 

Swedish  Government  2-year  notes $.5,000,000 

Argentine  national  1-3-year  loan 15, 000,  000 

Argentine  5-year  6  per  cent  bonds 25, 000,  000 

Norway  short-term  loan . 3, 000, 000 

Bolivian  loan 1, 000, 0<X) 

Republic  of  Panama  30-year  5  per  cent  bonds 3, 000, 000 

Swiss  Government  1-5-year  notes 15,000,000 

Total 67, 000, 000 

The  significant  fact  which  these  figures  reveal  is  that  almost  two- 
thirds  of  this  type  of  financing  has  been  consummated  by  Latin 
American  countries.  The  $25,000,000  of  Argentine  6  per  cent  bonds 
floated  here  was  only  one-half  of  the  total  issue. 

To  the  foregoing  may  be  added  the  $85,.500,000  Canadian  provincial 
and  mimicipal  loans  placed  in  the  United  States. 

NEW  FISH-FACKING  FACTOBT  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Seville,  June  8.] 

A  fish-packing  plant  has  been  started  at  Gallineras,  Province  of 
Cadiz,  and  near  the  city  of  that  name,  for  canning  tunny  fish  and 
horse  mackerel.  The  factory  has  already  made, over  700  cans  to  be 
filled  with  fish,  each  can  weighing  when  filled  5  kilos  (11.0231  pounds). 
The  boilers  have  already  arrived  from  Seville.  The  factory  con- 
sists of  two  sections  for  curing  the  fish  and  one  for  soldering  tins. 
There  may  be  a  possibility  for  American  exporters  to  sell  to  this  firm 
machinery  or  tins  for  the  industry. 

Another  fish-packing  establishment  is  in  operation  at  Sancti  Petri, 
Cadiz. 

[The  addresses  of  the  managers  of  the  two  fish-packing  plants  may 
be  nad  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce and  its  district  branches.] 

FBOJECTED  CATAIOGTTE  OF  SPANISH  FIBMS. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Seville,  Spain,  June  4,] 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Seville  in  its  bulletin  for  May  30 
publishes  a  notice  to  Spanish  firms  recjuesting  that  they  send  to  the 
chamber  complete  details  of  their  busmess  for  transmission  to  the 
Commerce  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works  to  be  used 
in  the  preparation  of  a  complete  catalogue  of  Spanish  merchants 
and  producers. 

Information  as  complete  as  possible  is  sought,  but  no  responsi- 
bility is  to  be  attached  to  the  person  providing  it,  and  no  expenses 
in  relation  thereto  are  to  be  incurred.  The  cnamber  also  requests 
that  all  firms  having  catalogues  of  their  goods  shall  send  copies 
accompanying  the  reports. 
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FSODUCTION  OF  SUTESFHOSFHATES  IK  BTJSSIA. 

[Consul  General  Jolm  H.  Snodgrasg,  Moscow,  Jane  12.] 

At  the  conference  of  agriculturists  of  the  Kieff  committee  con- 
cerning the  revision  of  commercial  treaties  it  was  found  necessary  to 
organize  the  production  of  superphosphates  in  some  part  of  the  south- 
western district  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  district  in  fertilizers. 
This  project  was  approved  by  the  Kieff  zemstvo,  which  appointed  a 
conference  for  tlie  discussion  of  some  technical  questions.  The  ques- 
tions discussed  were  the  following: 

(a)  Whether  it  is  possible  to  produce  superphosphates  from  Rus- 
sian phosphorites;  (b)  whether  it  is  possible  to  produce  double  super- 
phosphates from  Russian  phosphorites;  (c)  whether  it  is  possible 
to  utilize  Russian  pyrites  for  producing  sulphuric  acid  required  for 
the  manufacture  of  superphosphates;  (d)  whether  it  is  possible  to 
produce  superior  grades  of  superphosphates  by  adding  bone  dust; 
{e)  to  which  Russian  phosphorite  preference  should  be  given  as  ma- 
terial to  be  used ;  (/)  to  which  Russian  pyrites  preference  should  be 
given  for  the  production  of  sulphuric  acid. 

The  majority  of  the  questions  were  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and 
a  number  of  measures  were  decided  upon  for  the  development  of  this 
industry. 

FEODUCTION  OF  LICORICE  EOOT  IN  EIJSSIA. 

[Consul  General  Jobc  II.  Snodgrnss,  Moscow,  May  20.] 

Acccording  to  the  Transcaucasian  press  the  entire  production  of 
licorice  root  in  Russia  (except  that  of  the  Ural)  is  concentrated  in 
the  hands  of  one  Caucasian  company,  which  possesses  four  concerns  in 
the  Caucasus,  one  in  Central  Asia,  three  in  Turkey,  one  in  Greece, 
and  one  in  Mesopotamia.  In  Central  Asia  (Tshardshui)  the  roots 
are  only  pressed;  the  further  manufacture  of  licorice  was  formerly 
carried  on  at  Eliza vetpol  (Caucasus),  but  this  establishment  was 
closed  in  consequence  of  the  high  price  of  fuel.  The  production  of 
licorice  is  considered  very  profitable,  as  the  root  yields  30  to  40  per 
cent  of  licorice.  The  process  of  manufacture  is  very  simple.  The 
cost  of  harvesting  the  root  is  10  kopecks  per  pood  ($0.14  per  100 
pounds)  paid  to  the  natives,  and  20  kopeclis  per  pood  ($0.29  per  100 
pounds)  paid  to  the  agents.  At  the  present  time  some  licorice  root 
IS  being  exported  through  the  port  of  Archangel. 

NEW  STEAMSHIF  LINES  FROM  NEW  YORK 

[Commercial  .\goct  E.  C.  Torter,  New  York,  July  16.] 

A  report  has  been  confirmed  that  the  Marine  Transport  Service 
Corporation,  17  Battery  Place,  New  York  City,  will  shortly  begin  the 
operation  of  three  separate  lines  of  freight  steamers  out  of  New  York. 

One  of  the  new  lines  is  to  run  from  this  port  via  the  Panama,  Canal 
to  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Portland,  Tacoma,  and  Seattle.  The 
second  is  to  be  operated  to  South  American  ports.  The  third  line  will 
run  to  miscellaneous  foreign  ports  wherever  business  offers. 

The  new  service  on  this  line  via  the  Panama  Canal  and  the  Pacific 
Coast  will  be  inaugurated  before  the  1st  of  August.  It  is  understood 
that  two  steamers  have  been  secured,  and  that  negotiations  are  now 
being  conducted  for  four  additional  steamers  for  this  line.  Further 
particulars  will  be  furnished  at  a  later  date. 
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TSADE-EXTENSICN  WORK  IN  BHITISH  HONSTTSAS. 

[Consul  William  L.  Avery,  Belize,  July  9.] 

This  consulate  has  been  informed  by  the  collector  of  customs  at 
Belize  that  the  imports  from  the  United  States  have  "  kept  up  won- 
derfully well,"  but  as  British  Honduras  draws  many  supplies  from 
the  American  market  that  were  imported  from  European  countries 
before  the  outbreak  of  war — foods,  drags,  cottons,  etc. — the  favorable 
showing  can  not  be  properly  credited  to  consular  activity,  though  it 
is  proper  to  state  that  modest  efforts  have  been  put  forth. 

It  has  been  observed  by  the  consular  officer  in  this  district  that 
results  of  conversations  with,  or  exhibits  shown  to,  interested  parties 
have  produced  favorable  action  (in  the  sense  of  orders  being  placed) 
many  weeks  or  months,  in  some  instances,  after  attention  had  been 
given  to  the  subject. 

During  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1915,  it  is  known  at  this  con- 
sulate that  some  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  some  dress 
materials  (novelties),  and  a  concrete  mixer  have  been  ordered,  or 
order  "  taken  into  consideration,"  after  inquiry  at  the  office. 

The  colony  of  British  Honduras  is  small;  revenue  is  falling;  em- 
ployment is  restricted  and  scarce;  and  no  wonderful  results  are 
likely  to  be  reported  while  the  Empire  of  which  the  colony  is  a  part 
is  engaged  in  war. 

DISPOSITION  OF  SICILIAN  OBANOE  CBOF. 

[Consul  Samuel  H.  Shank,  Palermo,  June  10.] 

The  main  crop  of  oranges  in  Sicily  is  gathered  from  January  to 
May,  and  therefore  is  practically  finished  for  this  year.  There  are 
still  a  few  oranges  being  gathered,  but  of  such  inferior  quality  that 
they  could  not  be  exported. 

There  have  been  no  shipments  of  oranges  from  this  district  since 
1910  and,  so  far  as  my  investigation  shows,  there  probably  will  be 
none  unless  conditions  change.  Of  course,  it  cannot  be  predicted 
what  necessity  may  arise  before  the  next  crop  is  gathered.  Should 
there  be  no  European  market  open  next  season  the  growers  might 
be  forced  to  sell  their  product  in  America,  but  this  would  of  neces- 
sity be  at  a  price  below  cost.  Such  a  contingency  is  not  apt  to 
arise,  and  it  would  seem  that  American  growers  need  have  little 
fear  of  successful  competition  from  this  district. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  maintains  branch  offices  In 
eigbt  commercial  centers,  where  business  men  may  more  readily  avail  themselves 
of  the  service  of  the  Bureau.  Reserved  addresses  in  connection  with  "  Foreign 
trade  opportunities"  and  all  lists  of  names  offered  in  connection  with  articles 
published  in  Commerce  Reports  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  nenrest  office  by 
application  in  letter  form.  The  list  of  offices  follows:  New  York,  B.oom  409, 
TTnited  States  Cutomhoase;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnlldlng;  Chicago,  629  Federal 
Building;  St.  Zonit,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office 
Bnildiiig;  Hew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  SOS  tTnlted 
States  Cnstomhonse ;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Under  special  arrangements 
three  commercial  organizations  cooperate  with  the  Bureau  and  perform  the 
same  services  as  branch  offices.  These  organizations  are:  Cleveland,  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 
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FOEEIGN  TEADE  OPPOETTINITIES. 

[Wbere  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bvreaa  and  Its  branch 

olHces.] 

Enameled  ware.  No.  175S2. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  East  Indies 
reiwrts  that  he  has  had  numerous  Inquiries  (or  the  names  and  addresses 
of  maimers  of  euauialed  ware.  The  consulate  should  be  supplied  with  cata- 
logues and  full  itiformation  relative  to  enameled  buckets,  cooking  utensils, 
pans,  plates,  cups,  etc.    Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Wire,  t>ars,  tuhcs,  naiU,  etc..  No.  17583. — A  commercial  organization  In  the 
United  States  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Spain  which  desires 
to  establish  commercial  relations  with  Arms  in  the  United  States  which  are 
In  a  position  to  export  iron  and  steel  wires,  the  latter  for  springs,  metal 
springs  for  pianos;  brass  tubes  for  lamp  manufacturers  and  electricians; 
all  Ivinds  of  electrical  supplies;  sewing  thread,  on  spools  or  In  skeins;  nails; 
notions;  celluloid  articles;  and  horn  or  paste-hair  combs.  The  firm  desires 
to  export  sardines  in  oil  and  all  kinds  of  canned  goods,  rabbit  skins,  pine 
wood,  wool  in  the  rough,  imitation  jewelry,  chloride  of  lime,  pure  carbolic 
acid  ( in  1  kilo  flasks) ,  and  other  products  of  the  country.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  Spanish. 

General  agency.  No.  175S4. — A  business  man  in  Canada,  who  has  had  18  years' 
experience  in  Japan  with  a  large  importing  firm,  wishes  to  get  in  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  desire  representation  in 
the  Orient,  especially  Japan.  He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 
References  are  given. 

Textiles,  icindow  glass,  chinaicarc,  and  cement,  No.  17.5S5.— A  representative  of 

a  Belgian  firm  who  has  been  doing  business  in  South  America  has  come  to 

the  United  States  with  a  view  to  securing  an  agency  for  textiles,  window 

glass,  ehinaware,  and  cement.    He  states  that  he  has  had  several  years' 

/  experience  in  South  America. 

Machinery,  No.  17586. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  business  man  in  Greece  stating  that  he  desires  to  purchase  machines 
for  cleaning  and  polishing  rice.  Catalogues  and  full  Information  should  be 
sent  at  once.  The  machines  should  clean  and  polish  50,000  kilos  of  rice  per 
day. 

Bronze  powder.  No.  17587. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  recoive  samples  and  prices  of  bronze 
powder  for  lithographic  printing.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f. 
destination. 

Paper  and  stationery,  boots  and  shoes,  etc..  No.  175.88. — A  firm  in  the  United 
States  writes  that  one  of  its  clients  In  Brazil  has  just  arrived  in  the  United 
States  and  desires  to  confer  with  manufacturers  and  exjwrters  of  paper 
and  stationery,  leather  boots  and  shoos,  drugs  and  chemicals,  ehinaware, 
earthenware,  and  glassware,  drapery,  millinery  and  piece  goods,  provisions, 
oils,  fancy  goods,  and  perfumery. 

Galvanized  sheeting  and  piping.  No.  17580. — \n  American  consular  officer  In 
the  East  Indies  requests  catalogues,  price  lists,  discount  sheet,  etc.,  of  gal- 
vanlztHl  sheeting  and  piping  to  be  sent  to  him  at  once.  The  grade  of 
material  should  be  particularly  suited  to  withstand  severe  tropical  weather. 

Vulcanite  fittings.  No.  17500. — A  firm  in  England  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  lh.it  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  manufac- 
turers and  exiwrters  of  vulcanite  fittings  for  douches  and  syringes.  Prices 
should,  if  i>ossible,  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  llritish  ports. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  17.'>01. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Portugal  stating  that  it  de- 
sires to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturors  of 
agricultural  machinery,  also  tlic  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers 
of  other  Hues  of  manufactured  goods. 
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STEAMEB  SCA£CITY  FOB  CABBTINa  CANADIAN  WHEAT  CBOF. 

ITIce  Consul  Stanley  L.  Wilkinson,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  July  15.] 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  which  the  Canadian 
Government  has  under  consideration,  and  one  that  will  soon  be  taken 
up  with  the  British  Admiralty  and  the  London  authorities,  according 
to  authentic  reports,  is  that  of  the  shortage  of  ocean  tonnage  and  the 
tying  up  of  the  Canadian  export  movement.  The  problem  has  lately 
become  one  of  very  pressing  importance,  owing  to  the  impending 
harvest  in  Canada  and  the  necessity  of  moving  the  immense  crop 
expected.  The  general  export  business  of  the  country  in  general  has 
been  seriously  hampered  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  due  to  the 
shortage  of  ocean  tonnage  on  the  Atlantic  as  well  as  the  Pacific. 

When  it  is  considered  that  practically  the  whole  of  Canada  is 
vitally  interested  in  the  movement  of  the  new  crop  this  autumn,  as 
not  only  the  railway  systems,  the  shipping  houses,  and  the  financial 
concerns  are  involved,  but  also  the  whole  Canadian  people,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  problem  is  momentous. 

The  total  wneat  yield  in  Canada  last  year  was  158,000,000  bushels, 
while  this  year  the  estimated  crop  is  over  200,000,000  bushels.    This 
will  require  large  ship  tonnage  for  export, 
storage  7aeiUties. 

There  is  now  a  capacity  of  168,000,000  bushels  in  the  elevators 
of  the  Dominion,  which  will  no  doubt  take  care  of  the  crop  so  far 
as  storage  is  concerned.  But  there  is  only  a  capacity  of  29,250,000 
bushels  in  the  elevators  in  the  eastern  inspection  division  (including 
Montreal,  with  a  capacity  of  7,400,000  bushels),  as  the  large  Inter- 
colonial Railway  Elevator  at  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  was 
burned  during  the  last  year,  so  that  unless  better  facilities  for 
export  are  forthcoming  soon  the  crop  from  the  west  will  have  to  be 
'  moved  very  eradually. 

In  view  of  this  it  is  considered  probable  that  there  will  be  serious 

congestion  of  wheat  at  the  ocean  terminals  by  the  end  of  September, 

and  in  this  case  the  rail  movement  to  the  east  will  be  held  up.    This 

may  bring  about  an  overflow  of  wheat  on  the  western  markets  and 
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a  consequent  big  drop  in  price.  This  will  be  the  effect  unless  the 
GoTemment  succeeds  in  its  present  efforts  to  have  some  of  the 
ships  now  on  war  service  released,  and  every  available  tramp  steamer 
pressed  into  service. 

Freight  Kates  and  Proposed  Govemment  Aetion. 

The  vessels  not  engaged  on  the  King's  business  are  reaping  a  rich 
harvest,  as  ocean  freight  rates  are  extremely  high.  The  increased 
insurance  rates  on  accoimt  of  war  risk  are  comparatively  light  com- 
pared with  the  increase  in  freight  rates.  If  they  go  stUl  higher, 
joint  actipn  it  is  said  will  be  taken  by  the  Imperii  or  Cant^ian 
Governments  to  requisition  all  available  freighters  for  handling 
food  exports  from  Canada  at  a  fixed  freight  rate,  with  the  Govern- 
ment assuming  the  risk  of  loss. 


EmJLSGED  SEBVICE  OF  OTJIF  STEAMSHIP  LINE. 

[Commercia]  Agent  B.  C.  Porter,  New  Tork,  July  13.] 

A  controlling  interest  in  the  Seeberg  Steamship  Co.  (Inc.)  has 
been  acquired  by  a  Chicago  firm,  and  the  name  of  the  company  has 
been  changed  to  the  Caribbean  &  Southern  Steamship  Co.  (Inc.). 

This  company  is  operating  a  regular  service  from  the  Gulf  to 
iWest  Indian  and  Central  American  ports  with  chartered  steamers, 
and  has  also  started  a  direct  service  between  New  York  and  Arch- 
angel, Russia.  The  latter  service  will  be  taken  up  by  chartered 
steamers  sailing  from  New  York  every  10  days. 

The  same  company  has  also  established  a  New  York-Goteborg  di- 
rect service,  the  first  steamer  sailing  August  15.  This  vessel  will  be 
followed  by  others  at  intervals  of  one  month,  and  the  company 
believes  that  its  trade  will  soon  require  two  or  more  steamers. 

The  steamers  which  this  company  is  now  operating  are  all  char- 
tered. The  company  is  considering  the  building  of  new  steamers  in 
American  shipyards,  to  be  operated  under  the  Norwegian  flag. 


CHILE'S  BUDGET  EStDIATES. 

[EJztract  from  the  South  FaclAc  Mall  for  June  IT,  transmitted  by  Consul  General 
li,  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso.] 

The  Government  estimates  of  the  State  expenditure  for  1916  have 
just  been  published,  and  are  calculated  at  196,215,040  paper  pesos 
($32,702,506  U.  S.  gold,  at  6  pesos  Chilean  paper  to  $1  U.  S.)  and 
72,776,725  pesos  Chilean  gold  ($26,503,504  U.  S.  gold).  From  this 
total,  however,  must  be  deducted  nearly  30,000,000  paper  pesos 
($5,000,000^,  which  sum  is  reserved  for  the  estimates  of  the  projects 
of  tiie  Minister  of  the  Interior  and  Finance  for  the  Santiago  water- 
works, the  new  jport  works  of  Valparaiso  and  San  Antonio,  and  for 
fresh  naval  eqmpment. 

The  State  revenue  for  1916  is  estimated  at  117,500,000  paper  pesos 
($19,583,333)  and  40,000,000  gold  pesos  ($14,600,000).  Of  this  sum 
the  customhouse  duties  represent  67,000j000  paper  pesos  ($11,166,666) 
and  the  export  duties  on  nitrate  and  iodine  76,000,000  paper  pesos 
($12,666,666).  The  nitrate  receipts  are  calculated  on  a  presumed 
export  of  25,000,000  quintals,  which  represents  a  deficit  of  55,000,000 
paper  pesos  ($9,166,666)  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 
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LEATHER  TRADE  DT  SOITTHEBH  OiEBMASY. 

[Consul  Charles  S.  Winans,  Nuremberg,  June  24.] 

The  leather  trade  in  Southern  Germany  is  characterized  by  the 
latest  reports  as  veir  stable,  with  prices  high.  The  markets,  during 
the.  past  few  days,  have  offered  little  choice  in  bottom  leather,  for 
the  supply  is  not  great.  While  strong  under  leather  has  been  con- 
stantly demanded  for  military  purposes,  the  lighter  and  middling 
varieties  have  been  recently  purchased  by  the  shoe  factories  for  pri- 
vate use.  The  stock  of  tanned  under  leather  and  linings  has  some- 
what increased  and  supplies  the  demand,  particularly  for  the  lighter 
sort,  more  effectively  and  at  prices  more  satisfactory  to  the  purchaser. 
Cow  leather  is  called  for  in  regular  quantities. 

The  trade  in  ordinary  uppers  was  very  moderate,  calf  leather  being 
preferred.  The  sale  of  the  better  varieties  of  box  leather  has  been 
satisfactory;  that  of  horse  leather  has  been  negligible.  Only  small 
quantities  of  sheep  leather  have  been  sold,  because  the  owners  de- 
mand too  high  prices.  Trade  in  the  finer  sorts  of  uppers  has  been 
normal.  The  sale  of  saddle  leather  has  generally  been  active,  but 
of  leather  for  belts,  furniture,  and  bookbinding  unsatisfactory. 

Trade  in  hides  and  skins  has  recently  been  poor.  Price  inflation 
still  continues.  Horsehides  have  recently  been  offered  in  greater 
quantities  than  were  needed.  Leather  factories  now  show  greater 
disinclination  than  before  in  the  purchase  of  calfskins,  rendering 
the  prices  more  favorable  to  the  purchaser.  Large  quantities  of  the 
lighter  sorts  can  scarcely  be  sold.  The  heavier  varieties  attract 
more  interest  and  mostly  maintain  their  prices. 


CONDITIONS  IN  CEIBA  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Ceiba,  Honduras,  July  7.] 

Although  at  the  beginning  of  the  European  war  and  for  several 
months  thereafter  it  could  be  said  that  the  Ceiba  district  had  suf- 
fered less  than  any  district  in  Latin  America,  recently  conditions 
have  taken  a  turn  for  the  worse,  with  the  result  that  practically 
every  business  house  in  "  overstocked  "  and  short  of  the  necessary  cash 
to  meet  payments. 

This  condition  is  primarily  attributable  to  the  depreciation  of  the 
sol,  or  silver  peso  of  local  circulation,  from  43  cents  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  to  35  cents  at  the  present  time,  with  the  tendency  still 
downward.  As  all  labor  on  the  banana  plantations  and  all  contracts 
for  bananas  are  made  in  sols  and  the  money  paid  in  sols  has  not 
been  augmented,  it  follows  that  there  is  really  20  per  cent  less  gold 
value  in  circulation  in  the  district,  the  banana  industry  being  the 
supporting  industry.  And  as  practically  everything  is  imported 
and  paid  for  in  gold,  the  purchasing  power  of  the  district  has  been 
curtained  by  money  depreciation  some  20  per  cent — ^to  which  should 
be  added  the  suspension,  because  of  uncertain  conditions  in  the 
money  market,  of  all  advance  work  by  the  several  banana  railroads 
and  plantation  interests,  and  a  grasshopper  pest  that  is  still  un- 
checked and  has  destroye<l  35  per  cent  of  the  banana  crop. 
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DEHOHSTEATIOH  OF  ELECTBICAL  AFFUAITCIES. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Blcken,  Hobart,  Tasmania,  June  16.] 

Arrangements  are  being  made  by  the  Hydroelectric  Department 
of  the  Government  of  Tasmania  to  hold  a  practical  demonstration 
of  the  economy  and  convenience  of  cooking,  heating,  and  lighting  by 
electricity.  This  demonstration  will  be  given  during  October  in  the 
new  auditorium,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  arouse  the  interest 
of  the  people,  to  whom  admission  will  be  free. 

The  object  is  to  increase  the  uses  of  electricity  bv  giving  the  people 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  various  uses  to  which  it  can  be  applied. 
As  electricity  will  be  much  cheaper  when  the  hydroelectric  plant  is 
completed,  this  demonstration  is  very  opportune,  as  it  will  show  many 
new  ways  in  which  electric  power  can  be  utilized  in  the  home. 

The  Government  is  asking  local  firms  who  carry  electrical  appli- 
ances to  cooperate  in  this  work  by  furnishing  the  various  appliances 
for  the  demonstrations.  As  this  will  be  a  great  advertisement  for 
such  dealers,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  their  participation. 

Likewise  this  will  be  an  unique  opportunity  for  manufacturers  to 
bring  their  goods  to  the  notice  of  the  buying  public,  and  while  with- 
out doubt  many  American  electrical  appliances  will  be  displayed  by 
local  dealers,  yet  some  additional  displays  by  American  manufac- 
turers would  prove  to  be  of  exceptional  puolicity  value  and  also 
would  bring  our  goods  prominently  to  the  notice  of  the  buying  public 
at  a  time  when  the  demand  for  such  goods  will  be  on  the  increase. 
The  demonstration  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Butters,  engineer  in  chief  of 
the  Hydro-Electric  Works,  Hobart,  Australia. 


CANADA'S  FINANCES. 

[Vice  ConsDl  Horace  M.  Sanford,  Ottawa,  July  12.] 

According  to  a  statement  furnished  by  the  finance  department  of 
Canada,  up  to  the  night  of  June  30, 1915,  the  total  net  debt  of  Canada 
is  $450,287,721,  or  $18,000,000  more  than  in  May  last,  and  over  $130,- 
000,000  more  than  one  year  ago.  Temporary  loans,  including  the  war 
loans  and  Dominion  notes,  accoimt  for  most  of  this.  Temporary 
loans  amount  to  $100,540,350,  as  against  $8,273,333  last  year.  Do- 
minion notes  issued  total  $152,100,372,  compared  with  $116,679,333 
last  year  at  this  time. 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  figures  on  consolidated  funds  are 
highly  satisfactory.  There  is  little  variation  from  last  year.  On 
June  30,  this  year,  the  total  revenue  for  the  first  three  months  of 
the  present  fiscal  year  was  $33,193,266,  as  against  $33,660,389  on  the 
same  date  last  year.  For  June  last  it  was  $11,433,970,  compared  with 
$12,088,228.  The  expenditure  on  current  account  for  the  three 
months  was  $12,824,852,  or  a  decrease  of  about  $200,000. 

There  is  an  increase  of  over  a  million  dollars  on  capital  account, 
the  total  for  the  past  three  months  being  $5,320,144,  more  than  half 
of  which  was  paid  out  last  month. 


•    A  representative  of  some  large  Argentinian  and  Brazilian  fruit 
houses  is  in  the  United  States  making  big  purchases  of  fruit. 
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CANADA  NEEDS  CUTLEST. 

[CoDSol  Felix  S.  8.  Johnson.  KlngstoD,  Ontario,  July  13.] 

The  time  seems  opportune  for  American  manufacturers  of  cutlery 
to  secure  a  foothold  m  Canada,  as  jobbers  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
lines  of  European  pocket  cutlery,  especially  the  heavier  types  of 
pocketkknives.  Prices  of  many  lines  have  advanced  considerably 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  European  manufacturers  are  ac- 
cepting orders  for  future  delivery  on  the  understanding  that  these 
wUl  be  filled  at  the  prices  in  effect  at  the  time  of  delivery — which 
arrangement  is  not  satisfactory  to  Canadian  importers.  Costs  are 
going  up,  particularly  in  lower-priced  cutlery. 

The  supply  of  the  cheaper  grades  of  celluloid  for  hafting  has  been 
severely  curtailed  since  the  French  makers  ceased  to  export  any. 
Japan  has  been  sending  cheap  celluloid  of  satisfactory  quality,  but 
the  continuance  of  this  supply  is  uncertain.  Large  orders  from 
Canada  for  spring  knives,  scissors,  and  razors  are  being  refused  by 
English  firms  or  held  over  indefinitely. 


TOBKSHIBE  TOWN  WITHOUT  FIBE  AFPABATUS. 

[Consul  Homer  M.  Byineton,  Leeds,  England,  July  2.] 

Recently  the  fine  old  English  coimtry  estate  of  Healaugh  Manor, 
near  Tadcaster,  was  threatened  with  destruction  by  fire,  but  the 
Leeds  Fire  Brigade  raced  to  the  scene  on  their  motor  engine  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  York  Fire  Brigade  (horse-drawn  engine), 
which  arrived  later,  succeeded  in  saving  the  main  building.  Tad- 
caster  is  9^  miles  distant  from  York  and  14  miles  distant  from  I^eeds, 
but  depends  upon  the  fire  bri^des  of  these  cities  (summoned  by 
telephone)  in  serious  conflagrations.  The  Tadcaster  Parish  Council 
are  reported  to  have  considered  the  proposition  of  purchasing  fire 
apparatus  upon  several  occasions,  but  each  time  the  scheme  was 
rejected.  This  recent  fire  has  again  brought  the  matter  to  public 
notice,  and  American  manufacturers  of  fire  apparatus  and  appliances 
might  wish  to  communicate  with  the  local  authorities  with  a  view  to 
interesting  them  in  the  purchase  of  the  equipment  so  evidently 
needed.  Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  the  "  Clerk  of  the 
Tadcaster  Parish  Council,  Tadcaster,  Yorkshire,  England." 


HAT  MANTrPACTiraEBS  AND  THE  DTE  SHORTAGE. 

[The  Textile  Mercury,  Manchester,  England,  July  10.] 

The  members  of  the  British  Felt  Hat  Manufacturers'  Association 
have  issued  an  intimation  to  the  trade  to  the  effect  that  owing  to 
the  difficulty  and  cost  in  procuring  dyeing  materials  they  are  un- 
able to  guarantee  exact  shades  and  penetration  or  to  guarantee  colors 
to  be  fast.  The  circular  adds:  "Our  regret  to  inconvenience  the 
trade  is  accentuated  by  the  fact  that  although  in  many  cases  the  cost 
of  dyeing  materials  is  increased  by  several  hundred  per  cent,  yet  it 
is  impossible  to  continue  on  lines  as  before." 
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AMESICAN  BXTTTEB  DT  SOUTH  CHINA. 

[Consul  General  Oeorge  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  June  14.1 

The  importation  of  American  butter  into  Hongkong  for  supply- 
ing South  China  and  its  shipment  via  Australia  are  notable  features 
of  extraordinary  conditions  in  Australia. 

There  is  now  coming  from  San  Francisco  to  Hongkong  via  Sydney 
10  tons  of  butter  for  the  chief  dairy  products  concern  m  Hongkong 
(the  Dainr  Farm  Co.,  Ltd.).  This  is  to  be  followed  by  20  tons  leav- 
ing San  Francisco  about  June  20.  Assuming  that  the  butter  shipped 
i<!  up  to  standard  and  no  unexpected  change  in  the  market  here  or  in 
the  United  States  intervenes  these  shipments  wUl  be  followed  by 
regular  monthly  shipments  of  something  like  20  tons  of  butter.  The 
imports  of  butter  into  Hongkong  for  supplying  ships,  for  local  con- 
sumption, and  for  distribution  among  me  South  Chind,  coast  ports 
aggregate  about  20  tons  per  month.  Over  three-fourths  of  this 
amount  is  imported  by  the  concern  mentioned,  which  has  a  practical 
monopoly  of  such  cold-storage  facilities  in  Hongkong  as  are  adapt- 
able to  the  dairy  business. 

Established  AnstraUan  Trade — Effect  6t  Drought. 

Some  years  ago  the  import  of  American  butter  into  Chinese  ports 
generally  was  quite  conunon.  Later  dairy  product  production  in 
Australia  was  developed  rapidly  and  with  it  a  development  of  cold- 
storage  freight  facilities  which  enabled  the  Australian  dairy  interests 
to  sell  high-grade  butter  in  this  part  of  the  world  at  much  lower 
prices.  The  supply  was  regular  and  there  was  no  danger  of  damage 
from  transshipment  or  other  break  in  cold-storage  care  of  the  cargo. 
Nevertheless,  as  protection  against  possible  interference  with  Aus- 
tralian supplies  Hongkong  importers  have  kept  in  touch  with  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  dairy  products. 

With  the  present  disastrous  drought  in  Australia  there  has  not 
only  been  a  marked  advance  in  Australian  butter,  but  there  has  b^ 
even  a  serious  prospect  of  no  supply  coming  to  this  market  from 
Australia  at  any  price.  First-quality  Australian  butter  advanced 
in  Hongkong  from  85  cents  local  currency  (38J  cents  gold)  to  90 
cents,  then  to  $1,  and  now  to  $1.10  local  currency,  or  substantially 
50  cents  gold  per  pound,  and  local  dealers  have  been  able  to  sell  it  at 
that  price  only  because  of  advance  contracts.  Newspaper  reports 
indicate  that  Australian  butter  of  late  has  been  selling  in  Hongkong 
lower  than  the  price  in  Australia. 
Bonndahout  Shipment  Found  Necessary. 

The  price  obtainable  in  Hongkong  some  time  ago  passed  the  price 
at  which  butter  could  be  profitably  imported  from  the  United  States, 
but  inquiry  developed  the  fact  that  there  was  no  cold  storage  avail- 
able for  shipments  of  American  butter  to  Hongkong  in  suflScient  quan- 
tities for  this  market.  After  considerable  cabling  it  was  finally  ar- 
ranged for  the  butter  to  be  shipped  from  San  Francisco  to  Sydney 
and  thence  to  Hongkong.  The  weak  spot  in  this  arrangement  is 
transshipment  at  Sjdney,  where  there  is  great  danger  of  the  butter 
being  injured  by  bemg  taken  out  of  cold  storage  in  transfer  from  ship 
to  ship.  Of  course  fliis  roundabout  route  with  transshipment  ma- 
terially increases  the  cost  of  the  goods  delivered  here.   Under  present 
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conditions  there  seems  no  doubt  that,  if  direct  shipments  in  cold 
storage  could  be  made,  a  permanent  hold  on  this  market  would  again 
be  secured  by  American  butter.  The  trade  is  already  material  in 
.volume  and  represents  a  steady  demand  for  high-class  product  at  a 
fair  price. 

American  cheese,  as  heretofore  indicated  in  Commehce  Reports, 
has  a  good  hold  upon  the  Far  Eastern  market  at  present. 


SOUTH  WALES  COAX-UINE  FBOFITS. 

[Consul  Lorln  A.  Lathrop,  Cardiff,  July  1 ;  corroborated  by  cablegram,  July  21.] 

A  certified  return  of  coal-mine  profits  has  been  made  public,  from 
which  it  appears  that  coal  owners  within  the  South  Wales  coal  field, 
raising  34,000,000  tons,  and  employing  122,000  men,  secured  profits 
in  1914  (after  charging  interest  on  bonds,  etc.)  averaging  $0.24  per 
long  ton  raised.    In  some  detail  figures  are  as  follows : 


Number  of  Qrma. 

Profit  per 
ton. 

Number 
ofmen 

em- 
ployed. 

Output. 

J                   

Under  10.00 
tO.OG  to  SO.  12 
SO.  12  to  to.  18 
t0.lStoS0.24 
S0.24toS0.3S 
S0.3«toS0.4S 
S0.4noS0.60 
S0.60  and  up 

Load  per  ton. 

Under  S0.24 

$0.24  and  over 

(•) 

6,106 
10,547 

6,331 
10, 7M 
13,  £45 
20,720 

1.420 
18,676 

22,305 
3,048 
1,670 

Totu. 
1,620,000 
3.209,000 

U 

1,789,000 

Q                         

2,783,000 
4,603,000 

10                   

D                         

8,034,000 
433,000 

J  "'.    '"      

6 

4,802,000 

IJ                  

5,606,000 

J.                       

781,000 

4 

344,000 

<■  Amount  not  given. 


IBBIOATION  FBOJECTS  IN  ALBERTA  PBOVINCE. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  July  6.] 

The  first  irrigation  district  under  the  new  provincial  irrigation  act 
was  formed  at  Barnwell,  west  of  Taber,  Alberta,  yesterday,  when 
fanners  owning  21,840  acres  voted  in  favor  of  district  as  against  own- 
ers of  9C0  acres  against  the  proposition.  This  means  the  irriga- 
tion of  18,000  acres  in  the  immediate  Taber  district. 

This  has  been  agitated  for  yeai-s.  An  extension  of  the  system 
east  of  Taber  may  be  carried  out  later.  The  rainfall  in  the  imme- 
diate Lethbridge  district  for  June  was  nearly  5  inches,  the  great- 
est since  1908.  The  precipitation  was  about  the  same  over  the  en- 
tire southern  country. 

Irrigation  projects  in  some  districts  of  Alberta  have  been  opposed 
by  the  farmers,  because  certain  hinds  have  not  been  benefited  by  irri- 
gation. In  the  Brooks  irrigation  district  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  are  contesting  in  the  supreme  court  the  right  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  to  fix  a  price  on  certain  tracts  of  lands  in  an  irriga- 
tion district,  because,  it  is  alleged,  the  lands  have  not  been  improved 
by  being  included  in  the  irrigation  block. 
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PBIHABT  HEBCTTEIAL  BESISTANCE  SIAHDABDS. 

Although  electric  light  and  power  are  to-day  in  almost  uniTersal 
use,  the  average  consumer  pays  little  attention  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  amount  of  his  bill  is  determined. 

He  knows  that  his  consumption  of  currrait  is  reckoned  from  his 
meter,  but  he  does  not  know  now  his  meter  was  originally  adjusted 
or  how  it  is  checked  from  time  to  time  to  determine  whether  its  indi- 
cations are  correct.  Only  in  rare  instances  does  he  know  very  much 
about  the  electrical  units  in  terms  of  which  his  measurements  are  ex- 
pressed, and  still  less  concerning  the  fundamental  electrical  units  to 
which  these  measurements  are  referred. 

These  fimdamental  units,  the  ohm  (the  unit  of  resistance),  the 
ampere  (the  unit  of  current) ,  and  the  volt  (the  unit  of  electromotive 
force),  were  defined  by  the  International  Congress  on  Electrical 
Units  and  Standards  (London,  1908),  and  have  since  been  interna- 
tionally adopted. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  just 
issued  a  publication  bv  F.  A.  Wolff,  M.  P.  Shoemaker,  and  C.  A. 
Briggs,  dealing  with  the  construction  of  four  standard  ohms. 

This  unit  was  defined  by  the  London  Congress  as  the  electrical 
resistance  offered  to  an  unvarying  electric  current  by  a  column  of 
mercury  at  the  temperature  of  melting  ice,  14.4521  grams  in  mass, 
of  a  constant  cross-sectional  area  and  of  a  length  of  106.300  centi- 
meters. The  work  done  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards  consisted  in  the 
construction  of  material  standards  representing  the  unit  realized  in 
the  form  of  mercury  columns  in  glass  tubes,  and  the  work  involved 
measurements  of  the  highest  accuracy  of  the  length,  the  departure 
from  uniformity  of  the  cross  section,  and  the  mercury  content  of  each 
tube,  as  well  as  their  comparison  with  working  standard.  All  meas- 
urements had  to  be  made  at  the  melting  temperature  of  ice  prepared 
from  specially  purified  water  which  was  used  in  order  to  avoid  any 
temperature  uncertainty  due  to  possible  impurities  in  the  ice. 

Electrical  comparisons  of  the  four  standards  showed  the  average 
deviation  of  their  individual  values  from  their  mean  value  to  be 
less  than  one  one-hundred  thousandth  of  an  ohm. 

England,  Germany,  France,  Russia,  Japan,  and  the  United  States 
now  have  mercury  standards  of  resistance  which  all  agree  to  a 
high  accuracy. 

Similarly  accurate  work  has  been  done  at  the  Bureau  with  regards 
to  the  ampere  and  the  standard  volt,  so  that  the  public  can  be 
assured  that  the  electrical  standards  maintained  at  their  national 
standardizing  laboratory  are  of  an  accuracy  far  exceeding  any  com- 
mercial requirements. 

CHILEAN  TBANSFORT  AS  MEBCHAITI  VESSEL. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  Xenerlffe,  Canary  Islands,  June  11.] 

The  extreme  scarcity  of  carriers  and  the  anxiety  of  certain  South! 
American  States  to  maintain  commercial  connections  supplying  in- 
dispensable articles  was  strikingly  emphasized  here  to-day  when  the 
Chilean  transport  Maipo,  belonging  to  the  Chilean  navy,  reached 
this  port,  bound  for  Valparaiso,  and  carrying  a  full  cargo  of  Cardiff 
coal  and  general  merchandise  loaded  at  Corunna,  Spain;  tonnage 
of  vessel,  3,186  tons;  number  of  crew,  69;  Capt.  Diaz  Palacios. 
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JTJTE  BECEIPTS  AT  STOTBEE. 

[puDdee  dispatch  In  Glasgow   Herald,  July  8.] 

The  raw  jute  importation  season  has  now  almost  reached  com- 
pletion. The  arrivals  total  1,302,000  bales,  compared  with  1,108,000 
bales  during  the  same  period  of  last  season.  With  the  exception 
of  season  1912-13,  when  1,413,000  bales  were  imported,  the  present 
receipts  are  the  largest  since  season  1906-7,  when  1,360,000  bales 
were  imported.  The  importations  of  Calcutta  gunnies  are  quite  a 
record.  For  the  first  six  mouths  of  the  year  18,500  bales  have  been 
landed  here,  compared  with  8,400  bales  during  the  first  half  of  last 
year. 

The  price  quoted-  for  first  marks  for  August  shipment  was  £24 
10s.,  with  September  at  £23  ($112),  and  no  buyers.  The  first  offers 
of  new  crop  were  made  for  July  shipment,  native  Daccas  being 
mentioned  at  £27  ($131.40)  and  diamond  T  grade  assortment  at 
£29  12s.  6d.  ($144.17).  Old  crop  was  more  or  less  nominal  at  £23 
for  June-July. 

ASBESTOS  DEPOSITS  IS  WEST  CHUTA. 

[Consul  E.  Carlcton  Baker,  ChoBgklng,  May  3.] 

Valuable  asbestos  deposits  have  been  found  in  this  Province  near 
the  city  of  Pachow.  As  the  asbestos  appears  to  be  of  good  quality 
and  the  price  is  very  low  the  possibilities  of  direct  exportation  to 
the  United  States  may  be  of  interest  to  certain  American  dealers  at 
this  time. 

A  sample  is  forwarded  [and  will  be  loaned  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce].  The  mining  expenses 
and  cost  of  carriage  to  Chungking  amount  to  about  75  cents  United 
States  currency  per  100  pounds.  The  production  and  exportation  of 
this  article  is  to  a  part  of  the  industrial  work  for  boys  carried  on 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  W.  B.  Williston,  of  the  China  Inland 
Mission  at  Pachow,  Szechwan  Province,  China,  to  whom  communi- 
cations in  this  regard  may  be  addressed. 


NEW  COAST-TO-COAST  IIlSrE. 

[Commercial  Agent  W.  B.  Henderson,  Seattle,  Wash.,  July  13.] 

A  new  steamship  company,  to  ply  in  the  Pacific  coast  trade  and  to 
points  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  has  recently  been  organized  with  head- 
quarters at  Portland,  Oreg.  The  company  has  already  placed  the 
steamship  Edison  Light  in  the  trade,  which  loaded  its  first  cargo  for 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  and  Seattle,  and  sailed  July  10.  This 
sailing  is  to  be  followed  by  a  new  steel  steamer,  Walter  D.  Noyes, 
on  or  about  July  27  with  a  general  cargo  for  the  samejports.  It  is 
thought  that  the  company  will  also  have  the  George  Jlawley,  com- 
panion ship  to  the  Edison  Light,  which  will  probably  go  on  berth  at 
Philadelphia  about  September  1,  and,  if  the  volume  of  business  justi- 
fies, sailings  will  continue  at  30-day  intervals  thereafter.  No  definite 
decision  has  as  yet  been  made  as  to  regular  schedule,  but  it  is  expected 
by  the  owners  to  perpetuate  the  line  if  the  tonnage  warrants  it. 
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AMEBICAN  VESSELS  AT  POET  OF  HATBE. 

[Consul  John  Ball  Osborne,  Havre,  France,  June  3.] 

All  signs  point  to  a  remarkable  revival  of  activitjr  of  the  American 
merchant  marine  in  foreign  trade.  With  the  arrival  of  the  Vigi- 
lancia  yesterday  there  are  now  three  American  steamers  in  port  (not 
including  the  Dacia,  which  was  brought  here  as  a  prize  of  war), 
which  is  apparently  without  a  precedent  in  the  records  of  the  Havre 
consulate,  so  far  as  steam  navigation  is  concerned.  I  tmderstand  that 
the  Vigilancia  was  one  of  the  first  ships  built  in  the  yards  cf  Roach 
&  Sons,  of  Chester,  Pa. 

The  first  American  steamer  to  visit  Havre  was  the  United  States, 
of  New  York,  which  entered  June  24,  1848.  It  was  a  vessel  of  1,857 
tons  burden  and  carried  a  crew  of  C6,  of  whom  61  were  Americans. 
Its  cargo  was  cotton,  ashes,  vanilla,  etc.  In  the  early  fifties  the 
steamers  Franklin  (2,184  tons)  and  Uumboldt  (2,1C1  tons),  each 
having  an  all-Amencan  crew  of  80  men,  plied  regularly  between 
Havre  and  ITcw  York,  carrying  pac^engers  and  bringing  much 
American  cotton.  The  Franklin  was  wrecked  in  1854  off  Long  Island 
and  the  Humboldt  was  wrecked  near  Halifax  in  November,  1853. 

Vessels  of  the  Civil  War  Period. 

Before  and  during  the  American  Civil  War  the  trans-Atlantic 
passenger  service  between  Havre  and  New  York  was  maintained  by 
severaPsteamers,  including  the  Fulton  (2,308  tons)  and  the  Arago 
(2,240),  which  were  put  into  commission  by  the  New  York  &  Havre 
Steamship  Co.,  and,  subsequently,  by  the  Adiiatic  (4,145  tons),  Van- 
derbilt  (3,360),  Ocean  Queen  (2,802),  Illinois  (2,123),  North  Star 
(1,868),  Northern  Light  (1,768),  and  the  Ariel  (1,298).  Most  of 
the  last-named  vessels  were  operated  by  the  North  Atlantic  Co. 
AJl  of  these  steamers  were  propelled  by  paddle  wheels  and  walking 
beams. 

The  consulate  records  fail  to  show,  however,  that  any  three  of  these 
steamers  were  ever  in  this  port  simultaneously.  At  that  early  period, 
however,  is  was  not  unusual  to  see  50  to  60  American  sailing  ships  at 
Havre  at  one  time.  The  maximum  number  of  American  vessels  enter- 
ing Havre  in  one  year  was  attained  in  1861  with  a  total  of  417.  Of 
late  years  arrivals  have  been  rare.  Even  including  sailing  ships, 
there  have  not  been  three  American  vessels  in  port  at  once  since  Feb- 
ruary, 1894,  and  there  were  no  arrivals  in  the  calendar  year  1912  or 
1913. 

Early  Service  Under  French  Flag. 

The  first  steamship  service  between  Havre  and  New  York  was  car- 
ried out  by  a  French  line  operating  the  steamers  Union,  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Missouri.  The  first  departure  from  Havre  was  on 
July  21,  1847.  The  price  of  first-class  passage  was  1,000  francs 
($193) ;  second  cabin,  500  francs  ($96.50) ;  and  third  class,  300  francs 
($57.90). 

The  immediate  predecessor  of  the  Compa^ie  Gen^rale  Transat- 
lantique  (French  Line)  inaugurated  its  service  between  Havre  and 
New  York  with  the  Washington  on  June  15,  1864.  This  steamer 
made  the  trip  across  in  13^  days.  It  was  followed  by  the  Lafayette 
and  the  Europe,  in  1865,  the  latter  making  the  crossing  in  11^  days. 
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All  of  these  steamers  of  the  early  French  Line  were  paddle-wheel 
boats.  In  1866  the  French  Line  put  the  Pereire,  its  first  screw 
steamer,  into  commission.  With  this  and  the  Ville  de  Paris  (screw), 
the  Napoleon  III  (paddle  wheel),  and  the  St.  Laurent  (screw),  the 
company  maintained  a  fortnightly  service  between  Havre  and  New 

SPECLLL  TYPE  OF  SOTTTH  AMSBICAS  VESSEL 

With  reference  to  the  new  Peruvian  Steamship  Line  between  Balti- 
more, Md.,  and  the  West  Coast  of  South  America,  which  was  fully 
described  in  Cohiuxce  Reports  for  July  9, 1915,  Consul  Thomas  W. 
Voetter,  of  Antofagasta,  Chile,  makes  the  following  comment  on  the 
type  of  vessels  employed: 

The  Mantaro  has  a  construction  quite  different  from  steamers 
which  usually  visit  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  it  might  be  well  to  call 
the  attention  of  American  shipbuilders  and  architects  to  the  arrival 
of  this  boat  at  Baltimore  in  order  that  they  may  inspect  it. 

The  vessel  is  of  the  type  used  by  both  Chilean  and  Peruvian  lines 
on  the  West  Coast  of  South  America,  and  in  the  arrangement  of  side 
hatches  for  loading  into  lighters,  outside  staterooms,  with  saloon  and 
dining  room  on  upper  deck,  some  features  are  offered  which  may 
interest  shipbuilders  who  contemplate  building  boats  for  quiet 
waters  or  for  cargo  service  where  lighters  are  to  be  used. 

At  this  time  I  note  that  the  Chilean  "  Cia.  Sud  Americana  de 
Vapores,"  with  head  office  at  Valparaiso,  has  accumulated  a  very 
large  reserve  fund,  and  it  is  occasionally  rumored  that  this  sum  is 
to  be  invested  in  new  ships. 


AREA  OP  BTTSSIAN  BEET  FLAlTrATIOKS. 

[Consul  General  John  B.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Jane  3.] 

According  to  the  Russian  Excise  Department  the  total  area  sown 
to  beet  on  May  1, 1915,  outside  of  the  Polish  Provinces,  is  estimated 
at  1,836,737  acres,  of  which  711,841  acres  are  taken  up  by  plantations 
belonging  to  sugar  factories  and  1,124,896  acres  belonging  to  planters. 

It  is  proposed  to  sow  beets  in  the  province  of  Tamboff,  where 
6,952  acres  will  be  utilized  by  the  sugar  factories  and  1,825  acres 
by  planters.  This  will  make  the  total  area  sown  to  beet  this  year 
1,845,367  acres,  against  1,859,700  acres  in  1914.  If  the  area  sown  to 
beets  in  Poland  is  included,  the  total  area  of  last  year  amounted  to 
2.026,587  acres.  This  year  the  beet  plantations  in  Poland  extend 
over  23,814  acres  already  sown  and  5,265  acres  to  be  sown;  if  this 
is  added  to  the  total  area  sown  to  beets  this  year,  the  decrease  in  the 
total  area  as  compared  with  that  of  last  year  is  152,141  acres.  In 
Poland  the  area  has  decreased  six  times,  owing  to  war  conditions.  In 
the  southwestern  district  also  the  area  has  been  reduced.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  the  central  Provinces,  the  area  sown  to  beets  has  in- 
creased by  22,693  acres  and  in  the  eastern  district  by  8,718  acres. 


A  20,000-acre  rice  field  is  planned  for  the  Sacramento  Valley.  Cal., 
next  year. 
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HIOHEB  ENGUSH  WOOL  PSICES. 

[Consul  C.  H.  Bltcb,  Nottingham,  June  23.] 

The  sheep  shearing  season  in  this  district  has  closed,  and  already 
large  quantities  of  wool  have  been  offered  for  sale.  The  reports  in- 
dicate that  the  wool  is  somewhat  lighter  than  in  previous  years, 
which  is  thought  to  be  due  to  improper  care  and  feeding  during  the 
past  winter,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  farm  labor.  While  the  clip 
may  be  lighter  than  in  previous  seasons,  the  farmers  have  realized 
considerably  more  money  by  reason  of  the  sharp  advance  in  j)rice. 

The  fourteenth  annual  wool  sale  at  Skeaford,  in  Lincolnshire,  was 
held  on  June  19.  Something  over  13,000  fleeces  were  sold,  weighing 
approximately  364,000  pounds.  The  average  price  obtained  was  50 
per  cent  more  than  the  same  qualities  brought  in  1914.  The  lowest 
price  was  37  cents  per  pound,  as  against  25  cents  in  1914,  while  the 
highest  quality  realized  44  cents  per  pound,  against  30  cents  per 
pound  in  1914. 

On  June  21  annual  sales  were  held  at  Homcastle  and  Loughbor- 
ough. At  the  latter  place  10,000  fleeces  were  placed  on  the  market. 
The  prices  realized  were  equally  as  good  as  those  obtained  at  Slea- 
ford. 

At  the  annual  sale  held  in  Leicester  on  June  22,  12,000  fleeces, 
weighing  336,000  pounds,  were  offered  for  sale.  The  prices  ranged 
as  high  as  42i  cents  per  pound,  against  30  cents  per  pound  in  1914. 

The  annual  wool  sale  for  Nottingham  will  be  held  in  the  market 
place  on  June  25,  when  365,000  pounds  will  be  offered  for  sale. 
Many  bidders  will  be  on  hand,  and  high  prices  will  doubtless  be 
realized. 

Merchants  and  business  men  point  to  the  sharp  advance  in  the 
price  of  the  raw  material  as  a  sure  indication  that  clothing  and  all 
woolen  goods  will  bring  a  much  higher  price  next  season.  If  the 
same  percentage  of  increase  is  demanded  for  the  manufactured 
goods,  the  people  will  be  paying  50  per  cent  more  for  clothing  next 
year  than  they  are  now  paying. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  June  24.] 
Bradford  Wool  Notes. 

The  English  wool  sales  commenced  recently,  and  prices  are  on  a 
higher  basis  than  was  expected.  In  spite  of  the  absence  of  American 
purchasers,  competition  has  been  very  keen.  Indeed,  it  is  said  that 
it  is  certain  to  be  one  of  the  best  years  for  farmers.  At  the  Col- 
chester sale  last  week  the  bidding  was  imusually  spirited,  one  large 
Bradford  firm,  hitherto  unusually  associated  with  mohair,  forcing 

f)rices  to  a  level  regarded  by  many  ias  too  risky  for  them.  The  out- 
ook  for  luster  wools  is  not  considered  as  good  as  for  Downs  and  Shrop- 
shires.  Storing  the  domestic  clip  in  Bradford  is  likely  to  constitute 
a  problem  on  this  occasion  which  may  have  a  restraining  influence 
on  buyers.  The  railway  companies  have  intimated  that  they  will 
not  warehouse  home-grown  wools,  as  they  have  done  in  the  past,  and 
in  some  cases  it  is  said  they  have  declined  to  carry  wool  from  the 
country  unless  an  assurance  is  given  to  promptly  remove  it  from  the 
stations  on  arrival  in  Bradford. 
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The  mo6t  striking  feature  of  the  market  now  is  the  veryr  strong 
demand  for  merino  tops,  despite  the  great  advance  in  price.  As 
a  local  market  report  says — 

Instead  of  top  makers  making  quotatloos,  would-be  bnyers  are  in  competition 
with  each  other,  maldng  bids  for  delivery  dates  as  early  as  possible,  and  for 
merino  tops  they  are  well  into  1916.  *  ♦  •  It  is  stated  that  this  bidding 
has  resulted  in  prices  being  p«ld  for  64'8  t<^  which  are  getting  very  near 
to  the  48.  (07  ceats)  basis,  and  it  Is  believed  that  price  will  aoon  be  . 
reached.  •  •  •  gpinners  are  having  orders  for  botany  yams  forced  on  them 
which  compels  them  to  make  provisioa  for  future  needs,  for,  so  far  as  one  can 
Bee,  the  demands  of  the  combing  Industry  at  this  center  for  a  very  long  period 
are  bonnd  to  be  in  excess  of  its  productive  capacity.  *  *  *  No  man  dares 
to  predict  what  will  be  the  high-water  mark  for  prices  of  merino  tops,  and 
there  is  such  a  degree  of  excitement  that  traders  would  do  well  to  make  a 
serious  effort  to  prevent  it  devdoping  into  a  state  of  panic. 

It  is  stated  locally  that  the  cause  for  this  great  increase  in  prices 
is  not  due  to  any  shortage  of  raw  material  but  to  the  limited  output 
in  the  combing  department  of  the  trade. 

This  demand  for  wool  tops,  and  also  yam,  oflfers  an  opportunity 
in  this  market  for  American  firms.  As  stated  in  the  Yorkshire 
Post  of  June  23,  it  is  reported  that  American  tops  and  yam  are  now 
on  their  way  to  this  country.  It  has  not  been  possible,  however,  to 
obtain  any  confirmation  of  this  report,  though  it  is  learned  that 
American  firms  have  been  submitting  samples. 

Another  serious  feature  of  the  local  situation  is  the  imusually  dry 
weather  for  some  weeks.  Not  only  is  the  drought  affecting  crops, 
especially  the  hay  crop  and  pasturage  generally,  but  the  shortage  of 
water  is  likely,  unless  rain  comes  speedily,  to  affect  the  industries  of 
the  city.  Local  factories  are  drawing  to  the  full  extent  on  the  water 
supply  and  their  needs  will  be  great  for  some  time.  Tliere  is  less 
water  in  the  reservoirs  than  for  some  years. 


ALL-WAXES  IIUNSFOBTATION  TO  BIEMINaHAM. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

The  recent  completion  and  opening  of  Lock  17  on  the  Warrior 
River  in  Alabama  has  made  Birmingham  a  "  seaport,"  as  the  news- 
papers assert.  The  city  is  less  than  20  miles  from  the  head  of  slack- 
water  navigation,  and  preparations  are  being  made,  it  is  said,  to  build 
a  short  railway  line  to  the  river  port.  Shipments  are  now  being 
made  direct  from  New  York  to  Birmingham  via  Mobile  by  water. 
The  Mallory  Line  steamers  now  deliver  to  the  river  steamboats  an4 
barges.  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  is  also  receiving  considerable  freight  by 
the  all-water  route. 

Much  pig  iron  and  other  heavy  freight  is  to  be  shipped  via  the 
river  route  to  tidewater.  Shipments  of  coal  down  the  river  in  volume 
have  already  begun,  and  exportation  to  Central  America  has  started. 
The  coal  trade,  nowever,  is  hampered  at  this  time  by  the  high  rates 
for  tonnage  for  ocean  shipments. 


The  Swedish  milk  cans  used  in  Argentina  hold  50  liters  (13 J  gal- 
lons) and  are  made  of  one  piece  of  metal,  no  soldering  being  visible 
except  where  a  plate  of  metal  is  fastened  to  the  bottom  of  the  can. 
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OEHERAL  mPBOTEMENT  IH  EXFOBT  OF  KAHTrEACTUBES. 

Increases  were  the  rule  and  decreases  the  exception  in  the  May, 
1915,  export  trade  in  manufactures.  An  analysis  of  the  foreign 
trade  based  on  the  " Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce"  for  May,  ji^ 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Commerce,  shows  large  increases  in  ex- 
ports of  refined  sugar,  iron,  and  steel  manufactures,  packing-house 
products,  leather  goods,  automobiles,  cotton  goods,  woolen  goods, 
chemicals,  cottonseed  oil  cake  and  meal,  and  nearly  all  classes  of 
metal  goods  except  copper.  The  more  important  exceptions  to  the 
rule  of  increased  exports  when  compared  with  May  last  year  are  as 
follows:  Pig  copper,  off  about  15  per  cent;  boarcfc  and  planks,  oflf 
50  per  cent ;  naval  stores,  off  30  per  cent ;  agricultural  implements,  off 
30  per  cent ;  and  electrical  apparatus,  off  10  per  cent. 

The  total  values  of  exports  of  leading  articles  of  domestic  manu- 
facture during  May,  1915,  compared  with  May  of  last  year,  are  as 
follows : 

ARTICLES  WmCH  INCREASED. 


Classes. 


Iron  and  steel  manu- 
taotures  

Beflned  mineral  oUs.. 

Flour 

Explosives 

Leather  maaufao- 
tares  other  than 
boots  and  shoes 

Cotton  goods 

Commercial  automo- 
biles   

Passenger  automo- 
biles   

Brass,  and  manofac- 
turosof 

Cars  and  carriages 

Cottonseed  oil 

Zinc  manufactures  . . 

Refined  sugar 

Boots  and  shoes 

Cheese 

Binding  twine  and 
other  fiber  manu- 
factures  


May,  1914. 


«l»,7ao,000 

12,600,000 

4,300.000 

400,000 


3,600,000 
4,000,003 

100,003 

3,900,003 

£00,  COO 

1,100,000 

1,000,000 

42,  COO 

303,000 

1,300,000 

36,003 

900,000 


Hay,  1915. 


<36,S00,003 
13,800.000 
9,800,000 
8,600,000 


8,ISOO,000 
6,800,000 

6,600,000 

4,000,000 

4,100,000 
3,400,000 
3,400,000 
3,  too,  000 
2,300,000 
3,100,000 
1,800,000 


1,800,000 


Classes. 


on  cake  and  meal 

Paper  and  manulac- 
tures  of 

Rubber  manufactures 

Film  and  photo  goods. 

Lead  manufactures. . . 

Paraffin  and  wax 

Patent  and  proprie- 
tary medicines 

Nickel 

Paints  and  varnishes. 

Wool  clothing 

Wool  manufactures, 
other 

Soap 

Surgical  Instrvnnents 
and  appliances 

Clocks  and  watches . . . 

Tin  manufactures 

Aeroplanes...' 


May,  1914. 


tSOO,000 


May,  1915. 


$1,800,000 


1,600.000 

1,700,000 

1,000,000 

1,  coo.  000 

800.000 

1,400.000 

200.000 

1,400,000 

400,000 

1,300,00) 

600,000 

coo,  000 

600,000 

coo,  000 

700,000 

800,000 

100,000 

600,000 

300,000 

700,000 

400,000 

(00,000 

200,000 

300,000 

200,000 

300.000 

300,000 

300,000 

6,000 

300,000 

ARTICLES  WHICH  DECREASED. 


Classes. 

May,  1914. 

May,  1915. 

Classes. 

May,  1914. 

May,  1915. 

Copper  manufactures. 

$11,700,000 
4,700,000 
3,000,000 

3,200,000 
1,600,000 

$9,800,000 
2,200,000 
1,800,000 

1,700,000 
1,100,000 

Timber 

$800,000 

600.000 
300,000 
300,000 
300,000 

$400,000 

Tobacco  manufsc- 

Electrical  goods 

Agricultural  imple- 

500,000 
200,000 
300,000 
200,000 

Earthenware,  etc 

Alcoholic  beverages.. 
Musical  Instruments. . 

Navalstores 

"  Studies  on  Fruit  Juices,"  just  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture as  bulletin  No.  241,  is  of  interest  only  to  those  concerned  in 
the  commercial  manufacture  of  fruit  juices.  It  treats  of  cold  storage, 
sterilization  in  carbon  dioxid,  etc.,  and  may  be  had  for  5  cents  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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BASBADOS  8V6AB  YIELD. 

[Consnl  diceter  W.  Hartln,  Barbados,  BrltMi  Weat  Indlw,  Julj  7.] 

The  Barbados  cane  crop  for  1915  is  practically  harvested  and  the 
estimated  production  of  si^ar  is  22,000  tons  of  ^ark  crystals,  15,000 
tons  of  centrifugal  muscovado,  200  tons  of  muscovado,  30,000  punch- 
eons of  syrup,  and  16,000  puncheons  of  molasses. 

The  average  local  price  has  been  $3.60  for  crystals,  $3.30  for  cen- 
trifugals, and  $3  for  muscovado;  syrup,  20  cents  per  gallon,  with  4 
cents  additional  for  package;  molasses,  15  cents  per  gallon,  with  4 
cents  for  package. 

On  account  of  extreme  drought  during  the  early  part  of  the  grow- 
ing season  the  production  is  about  8,000  tons  below  the  average. 

The  weather  conditions  have  be^i  exceptionally  favorable  so  far 
this  season  for  the  crop  to  be  harvested  next  year,  and  with  continued 
good  weather  the  island  should  produce  nearly  double  the  one  just 
harvested. 

MAKIFO  GAS  TUBING  OTTT  OF  GLUE. 

[SdCDtiflc  American,  Jnly  19.] 

Successful  attempts  have  recently  been  made  to  manufacture  a 
substitute  for  rubber  tubing  out  of  masses  of  solidified  glue.  These 
tubes,  whose  trade  name  is  "  Sonjatin,"  are  even  better  than  those  of 
rubber  for  certain  purposes,  since  they  are  more  impervious  to  gases 
and  more  resistant  to  heat.  It  is  also  claimed  that  they  do  not  grow 
rotten  so  quickly  as  rubber  and  that  when  incased  in  a  suitable 
envelope  they  will  withstand  high  pressure. 

Moreover,  they  are  very  cheap,  gas  tubes  of  the  new  material  cost- 
ing only  60  pfennig  per  meter  (4.35  cents  per  foot).  The  inventor 
isProf.  J.  Traube,  and  he  states  that  they  are  peculiarly  suited  for 
ccmductors  of  petroleum  and  gasoline  as  well  as  gases.  However, 
they  are  attacked  by  water,  which,  obviously,  limits  their  uses. 


DECLDTE  IN  TIHBEB  SHIFKEinS  THBOTTGH  BOBDEATJZ. 

[CoBsal  Ocorce  A.  BuckUn,  jr.,  Bordeaux,  France.] 

Statistics  of  construction  timber  entered  through  the  port  of  Bor- 
deaux for  the  five  years  ended  December  31,  1914,  indicate  a  falling 
off  of  about  50  per  cent  in  1914  from  the  preceding  year.  The  great- 
est loss  in  quantity  of  timber  was  in  shipments  from  Finland  and 
Petrograd,  which  dropped  from  2,071,575  cubic  feet  in  1918  to  611,160 
cubic  feet.  Sweden,  with  a  much  smaller  average  amount  supplied, 
had  about  the  same  percentage  of  decline.  Austria-Hungary  sent 
only  about  one-seventh  of  the  usual  quantity.  Decline  in  shipments 
from  the  White  Sea  was  from  1,378,410  cubic  fe^  to  958,815,  a  loss 
of  about  30  per  cent,  while  the  United  States  dropped  44  per  cent 
from  948,965  to  527,835  cubic  feet.  The  American  shipments  were  of 
pitdi-pine  timber. 

To  promote  immigration  the  Territorial  government  of  Hawaii 
has  appropriated  $100,000. 
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FOBEIOH  TSADE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its'  brsBcb  on«eB.  Reqaest 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  namber  given. 

Hardware  and  tooU,  No.  17592. — An  American  consular  otBcer  in  the  E^ast  Indiefl 
reports  a  possible  niarl;et  for  the  sale  of  light  hardware  and  tools.  The 
consular  olBcer  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  relative  to 
hammers,  screws,  axes,  etc. ;  also  a  style  of  knife  used  for  tapping  rubber 
trees.  He  states  that  manufacturers  of  plantation  tools  should  investigate 
the  market. 

Insulating  material,  No.  17593. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  merchant  in  Spain  stating  that  he 
desires  to  receive  offers  for  rubber  bands  for  covering  copper  wire  similar 
to  the  sample  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

A^oil  brushet,  No.  17594. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Ehigland  reports  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  Is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  communication  with 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  nail  brushes  to  sell  for  about  2  or  3  cents 
each.    Trices  should,  if  possible,  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  British  ports. 

Cabinet  clocks.  No.  17595. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  East  Indies 
hivites  attention  of  manufacturers  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  medium- 
priced  cabinet  clocks  in  his  district.  The  clocks  should  be  from  2  to  31 
feet  high,  fancy  cut  wood,  with  various  designs  of  figures  mounted  on  the 
top,  and  imitation  veneered  oak.  for  both  lianging  and  shelving.  Cata- 
logues, price  lists,  etc.,  may  be  forwarded  to  the  consular  officer.  Prices 
should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination. 

Glass  bottles,  No.  17596. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  transmits  n 
letter  from  a  business  man  in  his  district,  who  desires  to  communicate  with 
manufacturers  of  glass  bottles  to  be  used  by  druggists  and  chemists.  He 
states  that  he  is  willing  to  pay  cash  against  bill  of  lading. 

Hoop  iron.  No.  17597. — A  machinery  merchant  In  India  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  of  sheet-iron  straps  for  hooping  tea  chests.  Sizes,  required 
are  i  inch  by  22  to  24  gauge,  and  J  inch  by  28  gauge.  The  hoops  should 
be  packed  in  rolls  of  56  pounds.  The  man  also  desires  hooping  for  baling 
Jute.  This  hooping  should  be  1  inch  by  16  gauge,  e.\tra  strong,  and  In  all 
cases  varnished.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  desthiation.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Enamel  ware  and  galvanized  ware.  No.  17598. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
England  reports  that  a  firm  of  Import  and  export  merchants  in  his  district 
Is  in  the  market  for  enamel  ware,  galvanized  ware,  and  general  household 
utenslla    Lowest  iirices  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Stoves  and  ranges.  No.  17599. — ^An  association  in  New  Zealand  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  gas  stoves  and  coal 
ranges.  Catalogues  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  steamer  at  port  of  shipment. 

Toilet  paper.  No.  17600. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Wales  states  tliat 
a  department  store  in  bis  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
exporters  of  toilet  paper.  The  firm  has  been  payiug  |5.59  per  case  of  144 
rolls  for  the  cheap  grade,  retailing  at  7  cents  per  roll ;  |6.57  per  gross  for 
medium  grade,  retailing  at  9  cents  per  roll ;  and  $8.27  for  the  best  grade, 
retailing  at  10  cents  per  roll.  It  is  stated  tliat  these  prices  are  subject  to  a 
cash  discount  of  2i  per  cent  30  days  and  36  cents  per  case  allowed  for 
transportation  from  Ix>ndon.  The  firm  states  that  if  prices  are  right  it 
will  be  in  a  position  to  take  from  5  to  10  case  lots  per  mooUi.  QuotaUons 
in  English  currency,  c.  i.  f.  destination,  CardifT,  or  London,  should  be 
accompanied  by  samples.  Samples  of  the  paper  desired  may  be  examined 
at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  The  consular  officer  also  transmits  the 
names  of  other  dealers  In  this  commodity. 

Coke,  No.  17601.— A  commercial  representative  of  a  foreign  government  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  reports  tlmt  be  Is  in  receipt  of  requests  for  the  namet 
and  addresses  of  American  exporters  of 'coke.  Large  quantities  are 
desired. 

WASHIKOTOH  :  OOVUKUC.MT  PaiNTIKO  omcB :  ttu 

Digitized  by  V^jUUy  It 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

>J^  DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

*  ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  <ale  bj  the  Superintendent  of  Documents*  Washington,  D.  C.»at  |2^  per  jtv 

No.  172  Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  July  24  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Fags.  Fogs. 

Eiteoslon  o(  time  for  bidders  on  the  "Bar-  Effect  of  tariff  on  Australian  shoe  industry 40S 

▼eyor " Wl  Sugar-lwet  cultivation  in  New  Zealand 403 

Flax  Industry  in  New  Zealand 401  Production  of  iron  pyrites  In  Ontario 410 

Bureau's  services  found  valuable 401  Swedish  match  plants  sufler  lack  of  material. .  410 

Expositionawards  to  Department  of  Commerce  402  Hemp  twine  for  Bussia 411 

Birmingham  Jewelry  Industry  beinj  crippled..  403  English  slipper  makers  find  materials  scares. ..  411 

Traosportation  of  freleht  from  Vladivostok 403  Bouth  China  tin  shipments 413 

Coal  situation  In  BrazU 401  Swansea  demand  for  nails,  wire,  and  hoop  iron.  413 

Transactions  on  Madrid  Stock  Exchange 405  Rubber  yield  in  Dutch  East  Indies 414 

Progress  of  new  Welland  Ship  Canal 406  South  China  motor-boat  trafQo 415 

Increasing  school  attendance  In  Colombia 407  Foreign  trade  opportunities 416 

EXTENSION  OF  TDfE  FOB  BIDDEBS  OH  THE  "  SUBVETOB." 

The  Superintendent  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  an- 
nounces that  the  date  of  opening  proposals  for  the  construction  of 
the  steamer  Surveyor  has  been  changed  from  August  10  to  August 
25  in  order  that  shipbuilders  may  have  more  time  for  preparing 
their  bids. 


FLAX  INDUSTBT  IN  HEW  ZEALAHS. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Auckland,  June  22.] 

Much  is  being  done  this  winter  to  improve  the  conditions  sur- 
rounding the  flax  industry  in  New  Zealand.  Many  of  the  old  flax 
mills  are  being  brought  up  to  date  and  modern  appliances  and  ma- 
chinery are  being  provided  for  its  cultivation.  One  new  flax  mill  is 
to  be  built  at  a  cost  of  $48,665.  The  exports  for  1913  amounted  to 
28,092  tons. 

BTJBEAXr'S  SEBVICES  FOUHD  VALITABLE. 

An  Argentine  commission  agent,  who  lately  came  to  the  United 
States  to  secure  agencies  to  take  the  place  of  European  connections 
formerly  held,  wntes  as  follows  to  the  New  York  branch  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce : 

It  may  Interest  you  to  know  that  I  hare  made  n  few  splendid  connections 
similar  to  my  former  European  lines,  and  which  I  expect  to  make  n  success  in 
South  America.  The  purpose  of  tljls  letter  Is  to  thank  you  again  for  the  cour- 
tesy extended  to  me  by  you  and  your  office,  and  for  the  help  and  kind  assist- 
ance you  have  offered  me  at  my  various  visits.  I  certainly  feel  ludebtetl  to  yon, 
and  if  by  any  chnnce  I  can  be  of  assistance  to  you  In  my  territory  I  would 
consider  it  a  pleasure  to  reciprocate  your  kind  assistance. 


The  average  price  of  petroleum  in  the  United  States  was  $0,806 
I>er  barrel  in  1914,  or  $0,148  less  than  in  1913.  The  decline  has  con- 
tinued, the  average  price  being  probably  10  to  12  per  cent  lower  than 
last  year.    Exports,  however,  are  becoming  more  normal. 
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EXPOSITION  AWARDS  TO  DEPABTIOINT  OF  COHMEBCE. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  awards  made  by  the  superior  jury  to 
the  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  having  exhibits  at  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition: 

Social  economy :  For  tlie  study,  InTestigation,  and  betterment  of  social  condi- 
tions, grand  prize. 

Bureau  of  Fobeion  aitd  Domestic  Couuebce — Social  economy :  Goyemment 
promotion  of  Industry,  gold  medal. 

Bureau  of  Standards. — Education :  Scientific  inyestlgations,  medal  of  honor. 
Social  economy:  For  the  governmental  promotion  of  Industry,  grand  prize. 
Liberal  arts:  Photos,  transparencies,  etc.,  gold  medal;  Taylor  Instrument  Co., 
Rochester,  N.  T.  (development  and  high  quality  of  laboratory  apparatus), 
medal  of  honor.  Liberal  arts :  For  apparatus  and  methods  for  precise  physical 
measurements,  grand  prize.  Liberal  arts:  Eklucational  demonstration  of  meth- 
ods and  apparatus  for  enforcement  of  Federal  radio  laws,  silver  medal ;  methods 
of  testing  structural  materials  and  apparatus  used  therefor,  medal  of  honor. 
Transportation:  Radio  apparatus,  medal  of  honor.  Manufactures:  For  ceramic 
investigations,  medal  of  honor.  Machinery:  iUectrical  laboratory  appa:ratus, 
medal  of  honor.  Mines:  Metallurgical  research  apparatus  and  results,  gold 
medal. 

Bureau  of  Navigation. — Transportation:  Radio  apparatus,  medal  of  iionor; 
educational  demonstration  of  meUiods  and  apparatus  for  enforcement  of  Fed- 
eral radio  laws,  silver  medal. 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. — Education:  Scientific  Investigations,  medal  of 
honor.  Liberal  arts:  Chart  and  publications,  medal  of  honor.  Liberal  arts: 
Instruments  for  and  methods  of  surveying  and  for  predicting  tides,  grand  prize. 

Bureau  of  Liohthousks. — ^Transportation :  Collective  exhibit,  medal  of  honor. 

Bureau  of  the  Census. — Social  economy:  Statistics  and  methods  and  ma- 
chines employed  in  the  collection  and  tabulation  of  statistics,  grand  prize. 
Liberal  arts:  illustrations  in  census  report,  honorable  mention.  Agriculture: 
Statistics  pertaining  to  agriculture,  medal  of  honor. 

Bureau  op  Fisheries. — Horticulture:  Exhibit  of  live  fish  and  other  aquatic 
animals,  grand  prize.  Education:  Scientific  investigations  and  publioations 
relating  to  fisheries,  medal  of  honor.  Manufactures:  Fishing  equipment  and 
products,  and  Alaskan  furs,  gold  medal.  Agriculture:  Aquaria  and  apparatus 
for  propagating  and  rearing  aquatic  animals,  medal  of  honor;  methods  of  pre- 
serving fish  and  fishery  products,  silver  medal. 

The  following  officers  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  have  been 
awarded  silver  medals  as  collaborators  in  connection  with  the  exhib- 
its of  the  Department  of  Commerce  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Interna- 
tional Exposition  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. : 

Dr.  George  C.  Havenncr,  chief  clerk  and  superintendent,  the  department's 
representative  at  the  expodtlon,  who  was  In  charge  of  the  installation  of  the 
department's  exhibits. 

BusEAir  OF  Standards  : 
Dr.  E.  B.  Rosa. 
Dr.  C.  W.  Waidner. 
L.  A.  Fischer. 
Dr.  G.  K.  Burgess. 
Dr.  A.  V.  Blelminger. 


B.  McCnllom. 
Dr.  H.  L.  Curtis. 
Dr.  P.  A.  Wolff. 
I.  G.  Priest 
H.  W.  Bearce. 

B.  M.  La  Boiteaux. 
O.  L.  eleven. 


Bureau  of  the  Census  : 
W.  L.  Austin. 
C.  S.  Sloane. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commebcx: 
Nicholas  Echardt,  Jr. 

Bureau  of  Fisheries  : 
Irving  H.  Dunlap. 
Robert  S.  Johnson. 
Lelghton  G.  Harron. 
George  A.  Schneider. 


William  P.  Sanerhoff. 
Alaska  Packers'  Asso- 
ciation. 
William  Mills  &  Son. 


Dr.  G.  A.  Olshausen. 
Dr.  P.  G.  Agnew. 
H.  B.  Brooks. 
F.  A.  Kolster. 
P.  H.  Batea 

E.  A.  Nelson. 
Eugene  F.  Hartley. 


Abererombie  k  Fitch 

Co. 
F.  E.  Thomaa 
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BuBEAU  or  Ijghthouses  : 

George  B.  Putnam.  H.  B.  Bowerman.  H.  W.  Rhodes. 

John  S.  Conway.  Jos.  T.  Tates. 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Sobvet: 

W.  B.  Parker.  J.  H.  Hawley. 

BuBEAU  OF  Navigation  : 

Benjamin  E.  Wolf.  Valentine  F.  Greaves. 


BIBHIHGHAM  JEWELBY  INBTTSTBY  BEING  CBIPPIED. 

[Consul  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Blrmlngbam,  England,  June  30.] 

The  jewelry-manufacturing  industry  of  Birmingham  is  being  crip- 
pled because  so  many  of  its  skilled  workmen  are  drawn  to  factories 
working  on  Government  orders.  Most  jewelers  and  silversmiths  have 
lost  50  per  cent  of  their  forces,  and  further  losses  are  expected. 

The  trade  in  cheap  jewelry  is  good  and  getting  better.  Novelties 
in  silver  and  9-carat  gold  have  a  ready  sale,  and  many  manufac- 
turers have  good  business  on  hand.  Expanding  bracelets  are  in 
demand,  as  are  lockets,  wedding  rings,  signet  rings,  and  dress  rings 
selling  at  about  $25.  Novelties  in  wristlet  watches  for  soldiers  are 
also  widely  sold. 

Those  who  are  in  the  cheap  gilt  business  have  difficulty  in  getting 
supplies  of  gilding  metal.  This  is  also  true  of  the  plate  manufac- 
turer. .  The  cheaper  electroplate  is  in  fairly  good  demand,  and  many 
plants  have  orders  to  the  full  extent  of  their  capacity.  The  cheap 
spoon  and  fork  trade  is  fairly  busy.  Here  also  firms  have  great  difli- 
culty  in  getting  their  metal  rolled.  In  all  lines  the  bi3k  of  the 
orders  come  from  the  large  industrial  centers. 

Exports  Kuoh  Smaller  Than  Normal. 

The  British  Government  Board  of  Trade  returns  show  the  export 
of  plate  and  plated  and  gilt  wares  to  be  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the 
normal,  though  ^he  official  figures  deal  with  only  a  comparatively 
small  section  of  the  overseas  trade.  Last  month  the  value  of  the 
shipments  was  reiumed  as  $180,951,  compared  with  $371,046  in  May, 
1914,  and  $465,349  in  May,  1913.  For  June  the  value  was  returned 
as  $213,615,  compared  with  $387,753  in  June,  1914,  and  $433,649  in 
June,  1913.  For  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the  figures  were 
$1,043,996,  compared  with  $2,090,906  and  $2,403,886  in  1914  and  1913, 
I'espectively. 

TBAirSPO&TATIOH  OF  FBEIGHT  FBOM  VLAOITOSTOE. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Russia,  Jane  23.] 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  present  Vladivostok  is  almost  the  only 
Russian  port  that  has  direct  communication  with  other  countries  for 
private  imports  and  exports,  it  has  been  proposed  to  organize  the 
transportation  of  goods  from  this  port,  not  only  by  rail,  but  also  by 
the  water  route,  i.  e.,  to  transport  large  shipments,  including  cotton, 
by  the  Amur  River. 

However,  the  question  of  utilizing  the  Amur  River  for  transport- 
ing freight  from  Vladivostok  meets  with  considerable  difficulties. 
The  river  at  present  can  not  be  used  by  ocean  steamers,  because  its 
depth  in  some  places  does  not  exceed  16  or  17  feet,  while  the  depth 
required  by  ocean  steamers  is  24  feet.  The  necessary  transshipment 
on  smaller  steamers  would  cause  considerable  difficulties  and  delay, 
and  possibly  deterioration  in  the  goods;  Moreover,  there  is  an  insuf- 
ficient number  of  ships  available  for  navigation  on  the  Amur. 
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COAL  SITTJATIOK  IN  BBAZIL 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottscbalk,  Bio  da  Janeiro,  Jon*  9  and  22.1 

There  is  perhaps  no  class  of  correspondence  which  reaches  this 
consulate  general  so  frequently  nowadays  as  that  coming  from  own- 
ers of  coal  properties  or  from  coal  merchants  in  the  United  States, 
who  have  heard  of  the  great  scarcity  of  coal  in  Brazil  and  who  .desire 
to  sell  American  coal  mines  to  Brazilian  capitalists  or  to  market 
American  coal  here. 

To  all  such  inauirers  there  is  only  one  sort  of  reply  that  can  be 
made,  viz,  that  wnile  a  great  scarcity  of  coal  for  steaining  purposes 
does  really  exist  in  Brazu,  and  has  existed  here  since  the  late  summer 
of  1914 — a  scarcity  so  great  that  as  much  as  $15  (United  States  cur- 
rency) per  ton  has  been  paid  on  the  Bio  de  Janeiro  market — sales 
are  oeiug  made  by  persons  who  have  taken  the  time  and  trouble  to 
learn  the  details  of  the  business,  who  have  been  willing  to  invest  the 
necessary  money,  and  who  are  provided  with  representatives  on  the 
spot. 
Freight  Charges — Coal  Properties  Hot  Wanted. 

Nor  is  the  price  paid  so  high  as  it  may  seem  to  the  American 
merchant  removed  from  the  seaboard.  Much  of  it  is  absorbed  in 
freight,  which,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  American  bottoms,  has 
reached  such  figures  as  $9.25  to  $10.25  per  ton,  payable  in  advance  in 
the  United  States,  instead  of  as  formerly  on  delivery  of  the  cargo 
at  the  foreign  port. 

There  is  absolutely  no  hope,  under  present  circumstances,  of  dis- 
posing in  Brazil  of  any  American  coal  properties.  The  financial 
situation  in  Brazil  is  still  precarious,  and  no  Brazilian  capital  is 
seeking  outlets  in  the  United  States.  Those  who  are  inter^ited  in 
coal  here  are  interested  in  selling  coal,  and  in  selling  it  for  the  high- 
est possible  price  and  with  the  largest  possible  commission  attached. 
Xeoeipti  of  Coal  at  Sio  de  Janeiro. 

Imports  of  foreign  coal  into  Rio  de  Janerio,  the  chief  distributing 
point  for  the  whole  country,  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  last 
two  years  have  been  (in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds) : 


American  coal. 


1914 


191S 


British  cotf. 


U14 


1915 


Itxmarj . . . 
Fobrnary . . 

Mareh 

AnrU 

May 

Total 


Ttm. 
21, tag 

26,419 
U,388 
9,463 
16,023 


Ton*. 
10, 4M 
17,289 
11,(85 

29,986 
62,147 


Tom. 

77,17* 

86,779 

93,903 

69,490 

62,065 


I'm*. 

61,  m 

30,488 
4T,1S» 
62, 4S 
40,172 


82,616 


121,741 


379, 4U 


221.746 


The  foregoing  table  shows  convincingly  that  a  comparison  betweoi 
British  and  American  coal  imports  during  the  partial  years  1914  and 
1915  redoimds  distinctly  to  tlie  advantage  of  the  latter — British  coal 
imports  having  decreased  by  157,669  metric  tons  and  American  coal 
imports  having  advanced  by  39,127  metric  tons.  Observable  also 
from  the  imports  is  what  appears  to  be  a  shrinkage  in  the  coal- 
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consuming  power  of  the  country.  This,  however,  is  due  simply  to 
the  decreased  amount  of  merchant-marine  traffic  since  the  beginning 
of  the  European  war,  as  well  as  to  the  enforcedly  economical  use  of 
coal  by  reason  of  its  high  prices. 

Why  British  Coal  Leads. 

Cardiff  and  Newcastle  (British)  coal  has  held  the  market  here  in 
past  years.  This  has  been  owing  largely  to  the  efforts  of  certain 
domiciled  British  firms,  one  or  two  of  which  control  the  output  of 
large  Welsh  coal  mines,  and  which  appear  to  have  conducted  their 
business  with  a  dignified  regard  for  the  good  name  of  their  product. 
The  general  feeling  has  been  created  here  by  these  firms  that  no  coal 
could  possibly  be  tne  equal  of  the  Cardiff  for  steaming  purposes,  and 
that  American  coal  in  general  was  unfit  for  use  by  reason  of  its  not 
being  properly  "  screened  "  and  because  of  its  greater  friability. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  concrete  cases,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that,  while  the  great  bulk  of  the  American  coal  sold  here  is  in  reality 
of  good  standard  grade,  a  considerable  quantity  of  American  coal  of 
much  inferior  quality  has  been  disposed  of  here  under  some  high- 
sounding  title. 
KstabUsUng  a  Standard. 

Some  time  ago  [see  Comsierce  Reports  for  Apr.  24,  1915]  I  sug- 
gested the  advisability  of  a  number  of  large  coal-mine  owners  or 
dealers  in  the  United  States  pooling  their  interests  and  sending  down 
here  nt  their  own  expense  a  large  lot  of  coal,  upon  which  they  could 
either  pay  storage  or,  by  interesting  some  local  firm  which  owned 
the  proper  yard  space,  store  it  free  for  the  short  time  that  would 
elapfee  before  the  coal  was  disposed  of.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other 
way  "whereby  a  standard  could  be  established  here,  maintaining  the 
good  name  of  the  better  grades  of  American  coal,  giving  the  product 
a  fair  trial  before  South  American  consumersj  and  taking  the  busi- 
ness out  of  the  hands  of  possible  local  speculation — and  this  does  not 
seem  to  apply  to  Brazil  alone,  but  to  all  Latin  America.  Such  a 
course  as  this  would  involve  but  an  insignificant  outlay  to  a  group  of 
American  capitalists,  yet  it  would  most  assuredly  serve  to  create  a 
steady  demand  and  a  regular  market  for  American  coal  on  this  const. 

[The  foregoing  is  in  continuation  of  Consul  General  Gottschnlk's 
reviews  of  the  Brazilian  coal  situation  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
Apr.  24,  May  4,  and  June  23.  A  table  showing  the  receipts  of  coal 
at  Rio  de  Janeiro  from  January  1  to  May  31  of  the  current  year  may 
be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.]  

TBAirSACnOHS  OK  HADBID  STOCK  EXCHANGE. 

[CoDsol  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Spain,  Jane  20.] 

Transactions  on  the  Madrid  Stock-  Exchange  during  May,  1915, 
just  reported,  were  the  smallest  of  the  year.  The  total  amount  in- 
volved was  36,778,700  pesetas,  against  55,457,700  for  April.  In 
round  numbers,  the  figures  for  March  were  41,000,000  pesetas;  for 
February  and  January,  about  51,000,000  pesetas  each.  The  average 
value  of  the  peseta  during  this  period  was  approximately  $0.20 
United  States  gold. 
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FEOGBESS  OF  ZTBW  WESXMUi  SHIF  CASAl. 

[Consol  James  H.  Ooodler,  Niagara  Vatlt,  Ontaito,  Canada,  Time  10.) 

Information  covering  the  progress  of  construction  on  the  new 
Welland  Ship  Canal  to  date  has  kindly  been  furnished  hj  J.  L. 
Weller,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  this  great  undertaking.  Dividing 
the  work  into  four  sections,  in  submitting  his  data  Mr.  Weller  has 
described  the  progress  on  each  section  separately.  Seferring  to 
section  No.  1  Mr.  Weller  says: 

The  new  harbor  at  the  Lake  Ontario  entrance  to  the  canal  Is  now  well  tmder 
way.  The  entrance  channel  is  being  formect  by  the  eenstruction  of  two  earth 
embankments  that  will  extend  li  miles  into  the  lake ;  these  embankments  have 
now  reached  a  point  about  0,000  feet  from  the  shore  line  and  contain  approxi- 
mately 1,800,000  cubic  yards  of  material. 

Fair  progress  is  being  made  with  dredging  operations  in  the  entrance  channel, 
three  dredges  harlng  been  engaged  at  this  work  all  last  season,  and  the  same 
number  are  nt  present  employed,  but  owing  to  the  hard  natore  of  the  -tiader- 
lying  material  i>rogres8  Is  neeesarlly  slow. 

Gonerete  Cribi  and  Hetaixtng  Wall*— Dry  Exeavation. 

The  reinforced  concrete  cribs  that  win  form  the  substmctore  of  the  entrance 
piers  at  the  end  of  the  embankments  are  lieing  built  at  Port  Dalhoosde,  the 
entrance  to  the  present  canal,  3  miles  west  of  Port  Weller.  These  cribs  are 
110  feet  long,  38  feet  wide,  and  34  feet  high,  and  63  of  them  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  entrance  piers  and  the  docking  in  the  harbor.  One  crib  was 
constructed  last  season  and  three  more  have  been  completed  so  far  this  year. 
The  contractors  expect  to  build  about  18  of  these  cribs  during  the  present 
season. 

The  coostmctlon  of  the  reinforced  concrete  retaining  wall,  which  will  ex- 
tend along  the  west  side  of  the  harbor  for  2,000  feet,  is  nearlng  completion. 
The  contractors  are  at  present  engaged  in  building  the  west  lock  wall  of  Ix>ck 
No.  1,  and  concreting  on  this  structure  has  been  rapid  during  the  past  few 
months.  The  standard  lock  wall  is  a  mass  concrete  structure  81  feet  0  irtebes 
in  height  and  46  feet  wide  at  base. 

The  dry  excavation  on  section  No.  1  Is  practically  completed,  the  material 
having  all  been  disposed  of  In  the  east  harbor  fill.  A  good  deal  of  the  excavat- 
ing plant  has  been  rented  to  the  contractors  for  section  No.  2,  who  are  dispos- 
ing of  their  excavated  material  in  the  west  harbor  embankment,  and  a  cross- 
over Is  at  present  l>eing  constructed  to  enable  these  contractors  to  dump  «a  the 
east  side  of  the  harbor. 

The  upper-entrance  walls  to  Lock  No.  1  will  be  built  upon  a  tlmber-pUe 
foundation,  the  piles  for  which  have  all  been  driven. 

Breast  Wall  for  Section  2. 

The  work  on  section  No.  2  during  the  present  season,  outside  of 
ordinary  dry  excavation,  has  consisted  of  the  construction  of  the 
breast  wall  at  the  head  of  Lock  No,  2.  The  pit  for  this  wall  was 
taken  down  69  feet  to  rock,  states  Mr.  Weller,  who  thus  described  the 
methods  employed: 

The  method  of  excavation  adopted  was  to  drive  steel  sheet  piling  to  refusal 
and  excavate  material  to  the  bottom  of  the  piling,  after  which  piling  was  re- 
driven  and  the  material  excavated  to  rock.  Concreting  on  this  wall  is  now  np 
to  ground  level,  and  the  remaining  6  feet  will  be  cmnpleted  soon.  The  upper 
entrance  walls  to  Lock  No.  2  will  also  be  built  on  a  pile  foundation,  the  pUlng 
for  which  has  been  driven  and  the  seat  prepared,  and  concreting  in  the  west- 
entrance  wall  Is  now  under  way. 

The  contractors  for  this  section  have  removed  approximately  2,500,000  enbic 
yards  of  earth  excavation  during  the  past  year,  the  bulk  of  it  being  disimsed  of 
In  the  harbor  embankments. 

The  next  structure  to  be  started  will  be  the  breast  wall  of  Lock  3,  and  the 
method  of  construction  will  be  similar  to  that  employed  at  Lock  No.  2. 

Some  work  has  been  done  on  the  concrete  protection  to  banka,  tbia  consiatlng 
of  a  6-tach  slab  of  concrete  laid  upon  8  Inches  of  broken  stone,  and  extending 
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5  feet  below  and  5  feet  above  the  water  line,  the  base  of  tbls  concrete 
protection  resting  on  a  5-foot  berm  In  the  canal  bank. 

Kock-Cmshlng  Plant  for  Section  3. 

Section  No.  3  comprises  the  flight  locks  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6,  in  pairs, 
single  Lock  No.  7,  and  two  diversions  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway. 
These  railway  diversions  have  been  completed,  and  the  contractors 
are  making  good  progress  now  with  rock  excavation  on  the  site  of 
the  twin  locks.  This  work  involves  the  excavation  of  solid  rock  to  a 
depth  of  approximately  80  feet  for  Twin  Locks  4  and  5  and  single 
Lock  No.  7.    There  are  five  steam  shovels  engaged  in  this  work  at 

£  resent  and  a  number  of  electric  drilling  machines,  and  material  is 
sing  removed  at  the  rate  of  about  75,000  cubic  yards  per  month. 
Of  the  rock-crushing  plant  Mr.  Weller  says : 

All  of  the  good  rock  excavated  Is  being  crushed  for  concrete,  the  contractors 
having  been  obliged,  under  their  agreement,  to  erect  a  rock-cnishliig  plant  with 
a  capacity  of  4,000  tons  per  day.  This  plant  has  been  in  operation  for  some 
months,  and  stone  for  concrete  Is  now  being  supplied  to  the  contractors  for 
sections  Nos.  1  and  2.  The  dam  at  the  head  of  Lock  No.  6  is  progressing  satis- 
factorily, two  drag-line  machines  being  engaged  in  rehandllng  material  from 
storage  piles,  either  side,  Into  the  dam,  and  the  material  is  being  compacted  by 
steam  rollers.  The  dam  is  now  built  up  to  a  height  of  about  15  feet  above  the 
natural  ground  level.  The  upper  west  entrance  wall  to  Lock  No.  6,  which  was 
started  during  the  fall  of  1914,  has  been  completed. 

Pile  driving  is  now  being  carried  on  for  the  east  entrance  wall  of  Lock  6, 
and  concreting  in  this  wall  will  be  started  within  a  short  time. 

Section  4 — Construction  Hallway. 

Work  on  section  No.  4,  which  consists  of  widening  and  deepening 
the  present  canal,  is  progi-essing  rapidly,  five  steam  shovels  being 
employed  in  the  dry  excavation  to  widen  the  present  canal  banks, 
and  to  June  1,  1,250,000  cubic  yards  of  material  have  been  removed 
and  disposed  of  on  the  low  land  to  the  west  of  the  present  canal.  No 
further  sections  have  been  placed  imder  contract  to  date. 

A  construction  railway  to  haul  excavated  material  to  the  dump  in 
the  lake  and  crushed  stone  from  the  crushing  plant  on  section  3  is 
completed,  with  interlocking  and  block  signal  system,  telephone  dis- 
patching, etc.,  and  is  being  operated  at  present  to  almost  its  full 
capacity. 

Mr.  Weller  believes  the  $50,000,000  waterway  will  be  ready  to  open 
in  1918.  While  the  war  has  had  the  effect  of  delaying  the  letting  of 
some  of  the  contracts,  in  other  particulars  the  progress  made  so  far 
is  entirely  satisfactory  to  him.  It  is  believed  that  by  the  end  of  this 
year  the  new  canal  will  have  begun  to  assume  a  shape  that  will  mean 
something  to  the  layman  not  versed  in  engineering  work. 


mCBEASINO  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  IN  COIOUBIA. 

(Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  Barranquilla,  June  21.] 

According  to  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  in  Antioquia,  the 
per  capita  school  attendance  has  increased  materially  in  that  Depart- 
ment since  1912,  In  the  year  named  the  attendance  was  9.1  per  cent 
of  the  population,  while  in  1913  it  was  9.6,  and  in  1914, 11.7  per  cent, 
or  a  total  attendance  of  86,784  during  the  latter  part  of  1914. 

In  Caldas  Department  the  ratio  of  school  attendance  was  11.2,  in 
El  Yalle  10.5,  while  in  all  other  Departments  the  percentage  aver- 
aged<5.8. 
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EFFECT  OF  TABIFF  OH  AVSISALIAN  SHOE  INDUSTBT. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald,  Jane  8,  1015.] 

The  Tariff  Commission,  in  its  report  on  the  manufacture  of  boots 
and  shoes,  shows  that  while  the  number  of  factories  has  increased 
since  1900,  the  increase  has  not  been  sufficient  to  absorb  the  increased 
consumption,  with  the  result  that  the  imports  have  risen  from  7.6 
per  cent  of  the  local  requirements  in  1909  to  13.8  per  cent  in  1918. 
Apparently  the  greatly  increased  consumption  was  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  immigration,  and  the  local  manufacturers  have  not  yet 
extended  sufficiently  to  keep  up  with  that  increase.  The  com- 
mission has  not  mentioned  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labor,  which 
was  so  pronounced  two  years  ago,  and  it  was,  perhaps,  this 
fact  which  prevented  the  laimching  out  of  sufficient  capital 
for  the  equipment  of  factories  to  enable  the  people  to  be  shod  lully 
by  local  manufacture.  Comparing  1909  and  1913,  the  people  spent 
in  the  latter  year  £903,000  more  on  locally  produced  boots  and 
£381,000  more  on  imported  boots.  In  the  total  they  spent  £1,284,000 
more,  and  of  this  the  Australian  trade  captured  70  per  cent  and  the 
imported  trade  30  per  cent. 

The  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  these  statements  are  declared  to 
be  not  as  contradictory  as  might  be  thought.  The  boot  trade  was 
at  the  outset  of  the  period  in  almost  complete  command  of  the  Aus- 
tralian market,  and  the  actual  figure  of  imports  being  very  low 
and  the  actual  figure  of  local  production  very  high,  a  small  amount 
of  additional  money  spent  upon  the  former  represents  a  high  per- 
centage upon  it,  while  even  three  times  the  same  amount  of  actual 
money  spent  upon  local  production  is  a  low  percentage  wheA  taken 
over  the  large  figure  (in  this  case  £3,089,000),  which  is  the  starting 
point.  Viewed  in  the  practical  business  aspect,  the  Australian  trade 
is  seen  to  have  added  to  its  output  nearly  three-quarters  of  the  in- 
creased amount  of  money  the  people  were  prepared  to  spend  on 
boots  and  to  have  produced,  in  tne  total,  boots  to  the  value  of  more 
than  four-fifths  of  that  sum.  One  of  the  features  entitling  the  boot 
and  shoe  industry  to  special  consideration  is  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  raw  material  is  produced  in  Australia. 

It  is  shown  that  72  per  cent  of  the  imports  in  1913  came  from  the 
United  Kingdom  under  a  duty  of  30  per  cent.  The  United  States 
supplied  14  per  cent  of  the  imports  under  a  duty  of  35  per  cent 
Upon  review  of  a  large  number  of  well-prepared  statements  the 
cost  of  importing  is  given  as  10  per  cent.  This,  with  the  statutory 
addition  of  10  per  cent  for  landed  values,  made  the  total  protection 
43  per  cent  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  48|  per  cent  for  tne  United 
States.  Against  this,  however,  it  is  added,  is  to  be  placed  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  local  manufacturers  in  having  to  bear  the  burden  of 
duties  upon  materials  used  in  the  local  manufacture,  whether  these 
duties  express  themselves  in  an  enhanced  price  for  such  articles 
when  locally  produced  or  are  actually  paid  at  the  customhouse  upon 
imports.    This  can  not,  however,  it  is  stated,  be  definitely  fixed. 

Only  five  applications  were  made  in  Victoria  for  increases  of  duties 
on  boots  and  shoes.  So  far  as  the  New  South  Wales  manufacturers 
were  concerned,  the  commission  entertained  little  doubt  that  a  great 
deal  of  lukewarmncss  existed  as  to  a  statement  made  by  their  associ- 
ation and  that  made  by  the  Victorian  association.    The  Viotomn 
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Boot  Manufacturers'  Association,  the  commissioners  state,  numbers 
45  manufacturers  in  all,  and  on  questions  being  put  to  representative 
witnesses  in  this  trade  as  to  why  so  small  a  number  had  assisted  the 
commission  in  the  most  direct  way,  if  they  really  desired  increase  of 
duty,  the  answer  was  given  either  that  they  probably  thought  the 
filling  up  of  the  forms  of  application,  involving  as  they  did  the  dis- 
closure of  the  actual  condition  of  their  business  in  point  of  prosperity 
or  otherwise,  was  a  deterrent,  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  put,  "  It  was 
too  much  trouble." 

The  percentage  (13.8)  of  imports  to  the  total  consumption  of 
Austraha  suggested  that  it  was  only  in  some  special  lines  the  Austra- 
lian manufacturer  was  unable  to  compete,  and  this  view  was  borne 
out  by  the  evidence  of  a  great  number  of  witnesses.  It  is  stated 
that  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  local  industry  supplying  any  large 
portion  of  the  requirements  in  infants'  shoes,  poplin,  or  other  evening 
shoes  for  women,  and  slippers. 

The  commission  devoted  special  attention  to  the  fact  that,  while 
the  tendency  of  the  boot  and  shoe  industry  in  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Kingdom  was  in  the  direction  of  specialization,  little  or 
no  effort  to  attain  that  end  has  been  made  in  Australia.  While  the 
commission  was  informed  that  importations  were  due  to  some  extent 
to  the  methods  of  specialization  observed  by  our  competitors,  the 
only  explanations  offered  why  these  methods  are  not  followed  in 
Australia  were  that  specialization  is  only  possible  in  more  populous 
countries  and  that  its  absence  here  is  due  to  retailers  desiring  to  get 
a  variety  from  the  same  factory. 


SUGAR-BEET  CULTIVATION  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Aaekland,  June  21.] 

The  erection  of  a  beet-sugar  plant  near  Hamilton,  New  Zealand, 
has  been  given  much  attention  of  late.  The  Waikato  Valley  is  said 
to  have  some  of  the  best  soil  in  the  world  for  raising  sugar  beets, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  it  would  easily  produce  16  tons  of  ground  beets 
to  the  acre,  judging  by  the  experiments  already  made. 

It  is  recognized  that  now  is  the  time  to  act,  since  the  supply  of 
suger  is  largely  cut  off  from  Germany,  Austria,  and  Belgium. 

It  is  proposed  to  ask  the  New  Zealand  Government  to  assist  in  the 
matter  of  land  and  transportation  facilities,  and  it  is  thought  French 
and  Belgium  sugar-beet  growers  can  be  induced  to  come  out  to 
assist  in  the  cultivation  of  the  beets. 

It  is  also  calculated  that  the  pulp  would  serve  as  a  valuable  food 
for  stock  being  raised  in  this  rich  valley. 

It  might  be  well  for  Americans  interested  in  beet-sugar  develop- 
ment to  write  the  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Hamilton, 
New  Zealand,  and  send  printed  matter  that  would  be  of  interest  to 
these  people,  such  as  how  to  grow  sugar  beets  and  the  cost  of  a  beet- 
sugar  plant  handling  from  40  to  50  tons  of  beets  per  day. 

**  Drug  Plants  under  Cultivation,"  Farmers'  Bulletin  663,  may  be 
had  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,  at 
Scents. 
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PKODTJCTION  OF  lEON  PYEITES  IN  ONTAEIO. 

[Consul  Henry  r.  Starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  9.] 

During  the  calendar  year  1914  there  was  exported  from  the  Prov- 
ince of  Ontario  iron  pyrites  (or  sulphur  ore)  to  the  value  of  $348,592, 
all  of  which  went  to  chemical  and  sulphuric-acid  plants  in  the  United 
States.  Of  the  five  companies  producing  iron  pyrites  in  this  Prov- 
ince, only  one  produces  acid  at  the  mine. 

More  than  half  of  the  Province's  total  production  was  mined  at 
North  pines,  in  the  Fort  William  consular  district.  The  operations 
at  the  mine  are  continued  throughout  the  year,  but  shipping  is  con- 
fined to  the  summer  lake  season,  all  of  the  product  going  to  the 
United  States.  This  deposit  of  sulphur  pyrites  was  discovered  sev- 
eral years  ago  by  prospectors  who  were  looking  for  silver.  The  pres- 
ent company,  controlled  by  New  York  interests,  took  over  the  prop- 
erty and,  after  the  installation  of  modern  mining  machinery,  began 
shipping  ore  in  1910.  With  the  exception  of  1912,  operations  and 
shipments  of  ore  have  increased  each  year.  The  ore-handling  equip- 
ment consists  of  the  usual  drum-type  hoists  at  the  mine  shafts  and 
an  aerial  tramway  of  American  manufacture,  8,000  feet  long,  which 
carries  the  ore  from  the  bins  and  stock  piles  to  the  railroad  cars.  It 
is  then  shipped  190  miles  to  Fort  William  by  rail  and  thence  by 
steamer  to  various  American  ports. 

For  the  benefit  of  such  American  chemical  companies  as  may  be 
interested  in  the  purchase  of  pyrites  ore  for  its  sulphur  content,  there 
is  forwarded  a  list  giving  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  iron  pyrites 

Sroducers  of  Ontario.     5^he  list  may  be  had,  upon  request,  from  the 
lureau  of  Foreign  and  JDomestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


SWEDISH  MATCH  PIAUTS  SITFFEE  LACK  OF  MATEEIAI. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  June  29.] 

The  Swedish  match  industry  has  considerable  difficulty  in  getting 
suitable  material,  especially  asp  wood,  which  in  normal  times  is 
imported  in  large  quantities  from  Kussia.  The  price  of  potassium 
chlorate,  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  industry,  has  also 
greatly  advanced.  The  situation  has  led  to  the  exploitation  of  the 
asp  timber  growths  in  the  Province  of  Jamtland.  The  steamship 
companies  and  railways  have  reduced  thei'r  rates  in  order  to  facili- 
tate the  needs  of  the  manufacturers. 

It  is  more  difficult,  however,  to  get  the  necessary  chemicals. 
Before  the  war  broke  out  practically  all  the  potassium  chlorate  was 
imported  from  Germany,  thus  making  the  Swedish  match  manu- 
facturers dependent  upon  this  source  of  supply.  Through  the  good 
offices  of  the  Swedish  Government  it  was  arranged  to  permit  the 
raw  product  to  be  exported,  but  at  present  the  German  Grovemment 
forbids  the  exportation  of  the  prepared  article. 


Consul  General  Evan  E.  Young,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  reports 
that  the  sea  fisheries  of  the  eastern  coast  of  Canada  are  being  investi- 
gated for  the  Dominion  Government  by  a  representative  (Dr.  Hjort) 
of  the  Norwegian  fisheries  service. 
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HEMP  TWINE  FOR  RITSSIA. 

[Conanl  General  Jobn  H.  Snodgrasi,  Uoscow,  June  18.] 

It  is  reported  in  the  press  from  Petrograd  that  the  Russian  Min- 
ifitry  of  Agriculture  has  taken  measures  to  obtain  the  prompt  trans- 
portation of  hemp  twine  for  binding  sheaves,  a  supply  of  which  has 
been  secured  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  agriculturists.  The 
central  committee  for  regulating  the  transportation  of  freight  has 
now  acknowledged  hemp  twine  to  belong  to  shipments  of  first  im- 
portance, which  must  be  transpoi-ted  in  preference  to  other  goods. 
Consequently  it  may  be  expected  that  500,000  to  000,000  poods  (9,027 
to  10,833  short  tons)  of  hemp  twine  that  are  now  on  the  road  will  be 
delivered  in  time  for  the  harvesting. 

At  the  same  time  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  turned  its  atten- 
tion to  the  manufacture  of  twine  from  Russian  hemp,  the  trials  of 
which  are  said  to  have  given  satisfactory  results.  The  ministry  has 
organized  the  manufacture  of  hemp  twine  with  the  assistance  of  the 
zemstvos  of  Penza  and  Orel,  under  the  direction  of  specialists.  A 
concern  in  the  Province  of  Taurida,  which  formerly  produced  twine 
from  Manila  hemp,  has  i^ow  started  manufacturing  from  Russian 
material.  The  Tchemomorsky  Rope  Manufacturing  AVorks  also  pro- 
poses to  turn  out  a  considerable  quantity  of  hemp  twine,  so  that  the 
total  quantity  of  hemp  twine  of  Russian  manufacture  is  estimated  at 
100,000  poods  (1,805  short  tons). 

Lastly,  the  ministry  has  purchased  200,000  poods  (3,610  short 
tons)  of  manila  hemp  twine  in  the  United  States  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government,  of  which  20,000  poods  (361  short  tons)  are  being 
immediately  shipped  from  New  York.  This  supply  of  twine  will  be 
used  for  the  requirements  of  the  central  and  eastern  Provinces  of 
Russia,  as  it  will  not  arrive  in  time  for  the  harvest  in  the  southern 
Provinces. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  amount  of  hemp  twine,  including 
the  former  supply  of  about  40,000  poods  (722  short  tons),  the 
600,000  poods  (10,833  short  tons)  secured  by  large  firms  and  public 
or^nizations,  the  200,000  poods  (3,611  short  tons)  purchased  in 
America,  and  the  100,000  poods  (1,805  short  tons)  of  domestic  pro- 
duction, will  reach  900,000  to  950,0()0  poods  (16,249  to  17,152  short 
tons),  which  exceeds  the  quantity  imported  during  the  preceding 
year. 

EKGIISH  SIIFFEE  UAEEBS  FINS  UATEBIALS  SCABCE. 

The  English  slipper  trade,  according  to  the  British  press,  is  tem- 
porarily suffering  serious  consequences  as  a  result  of  the  Govern- 
ment demand  for  felting.  The  Rossendale  slipper  manufacturers 
are  undergoing  the  experience  of  having  full  order  books  and  a 
good  suppTv  of  labor,  but  practically  nothing  to  do  for  lack  of  mate- 
rial to  work  upon.  Waterfoot  felt  makers  are  flooded  with  Govern- 
ment orders,  and  even  $100,000  contracts  for  Rossendale  can  not  be 
accepted,  although  the  slipper  makers  are  primarily  responsible  for 
the  establishment  of  the  felt-making  industry  at  Waterfoot.  It  is 
reported  that  French  slipper  makers  also  have  sought  in  vain  to 
place  extensive  orders  for  lelt. 
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SOUTH  CHINA  TIN  SHIPMENTS. 

[Ccnaul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Ilongkong,  May  24.] 

The  course  of  the  exports  of  tin  from  south  China  in  the  imme- 
diate future  is  somewhat  uncertain.  The  effects  of  the  war  in  gen- 
eral are  unfavorable,  and  the  further  fact  that  the  tin  coming  out  of 
Indo-China  must  pass  through  French  territory,  where  it  is  i-egarded 
as  contraband  ana  subject  to  restrictions  of  various  sorts  where  it  is 
allowed  to  pass  at  all,  has  rendered  trade  even  more  difficult.  Never- 
theless the  exports  so  far  this  year  have  been  larger  than  usual. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  there  was  on  hand  in  Hongkong  a  stock 
of  about  1,000  tons  of  tin.  Since  then  the  stock  has  increased  to 
about  1,700  tons,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  tin  coming 
out  of  Yunnan  since  the  opening  of  the  war  is  in  materially  smaller 
volume  than  usual.  Explanation  seems  to  lie  in  the  disposition  of 
the  trade  earlier  in  the  year  to  move  their  stocks  when  fair  prices 
could  be  had.  The  blighting  effect  of  the  war  on  the  export  from 
Yunnan,  however,  is  illustrated  in  the  exports  of  tin  from  Mengtze 
during  1914.  The  exports  from  that  district  for  the  past  two  years, 
which  in  general  illustrate  the  exports  from  the  Yunnan  fields  {from 
Mengtze),  have  been  as  follows,  in  slabs  of  112  pounds: 


1913 


1914 


March  quarter 

June  quarter 

Eeptember  quarter 
December  quarter . 


41,63S 
22,096 
8.207 
to, 347 


Slab). 

43,890 

17,23>l 

9,S!I0 

36,539 


128,288 


112,253 


In  the  opening  months  of  the  curi-ent  year  there  was  the  same 
degree  of  decrease  as  compared  with  the  opening  months  of  last 
year  as  that  shown  in  the  closing  months  of  the  past  year.  At  tlie 
close  of  the  first  quarter  the  Hongkong  government  assumed  con- 
trol of  the  trade  as  that  in  contraband  by  prohibiting  the  export  of 
tin  to  all  destinations  other  than  the  United  Kingdom  and  British 
possessions  and  protectorates.  After  several  weeks'  agitation,  per- 
mits were  issued  for  the  export  of  tin  to  the  United  States  by  making 
all  consignments  to  the  British  consular  officers  in  the  American 
ports  concerned  so  that  the  actual  consignees  might  be  known  and 
the  exports  to  the  United  States  have  been  going  forward  in  fair 
volume.  The  result  of  the  proclamation,  howevei,  is  illustrated  by 
the  faci  that  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  so  far  this  year 
are  placed  at  12,070  slabs  of  112  pounds  each  as  compared  with  only 
1,300  slabs  in  the  same  period  of  1914. 

The  exports  from  Hongkong  as  reported  by  the  Hongkong  Gen- 
eral Chamber  of  Commerce  to  May  15,  as  compared  with  thee^ports 
for  the  same  period  last  year  have  been  as  follow95-ki,gJat5sc'!l  112 
pounds : 


Eestinatlon. 


Great  Britain 

Continent  of  Europe 

United  Blates  and  Canada 
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Prices  have  adranced  aboat  10  per  cent  as  compared  with  those 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  American  buyers  seem  to  be  holding 
off  for  lower  prices,  but  dealers  here  are  disposed  to  hold  their  stocks 
rather  than  reduce  prices.  The  present  quotation  of  the  highest 
grade  tin  is  $97  local  currency  per  picul  of  133^  pounds,  or  at  present 
exchange  about  32.75  cents  gold  per  pound. 


SWANSEA  DEUAND  FOB  NAILS,  WIBE,  AND  HOOP  IBON. 

[Tlce  Consol  William  Jenkins,  Swansea,  Wales,  Jane  22.] 

Statistics  of  the  imports  into  the  Swansea  district,  of  wire  nails, 
galvanized  wire  (not  barbed),  and  hoop  iron,  are  not  available,  but 
local  hardware  dealers  estimate  the  annual  consumption  at  a  large 
amount. 

Difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  sufficient  Quantities  of  these 
goods  to  meet  the  demand,  and  orders  can  not  be  tilled  promptly  on 
account  of  this  shortage.  They  are  not  manufactured  in  this  district, 
and  though  only  small  quantities  are  being  imported  from  the 
United  States,  greater  activity  on  the  part  of  American  exporters 
would  probably  yield  beneficial  results. 

sizes  Desired  by  Local  Consumers, 

Wire  nails  of  various  sizes  are  desired,  such  as  round  ones  from  1' 
to  6  inches  in  length,  of  gauges  from  0  to  14,  varying  with  the 
lengths.  The  greatest  shortage  seems  to  be  in  the  sizes  1  and  IJ 
inch  by  12  and  13  gauge,  as  well  as  in  oval  wire  nails,  varying  in 
size  from  1  to  6  inches,  and  wire  lath  nails,  1  inch  by  14  gauge. 
The  delivered  wholesale  price  is  on  a  $2.07  to  $2.31  basis. 

The  galvanized  fencing  wire  desired  includes:  Black  annealed 
solid  drawn  wire,  0  to  8  gauge;  bright  solid  drawn  wire  and  gal- 
vanized fencing  wire  strand,  No.  4  by  7  ply.  The  prices,  delivered 
to  warehouse,  as  given  on  May  17,  were:  JBlack  annealed,  $71.78  per 
ton;  bright  solid  drawn,  $73;  galvanized  strand,  $99.76.  The  long 
ton  of  2^40  pounds  is  used. 

The  hoop  iron,  of  which  a  large  quantity  is  used  annually  by  the 
tin-plate  exporters,  is  usually  bought  in  hundredweight  bundles  (112 
pounds),  the  sizes  principally  used  being  IJ  inches  by  19  gauge, 
1|  inches  by  19  gauge,  and  i  to  1  inch  in  width  by  from  22  to  30 
gauge.  Most  of  this  iron  had  been  imported,  before  the  war,  from 
Belgium. 
Seqnlrements  in  Shipping  Goods. 

The  Bristol  City  Line  runs  from  New  York  to  Swansea,  and  as 
freight  rates  can  be  obtained  only  at  the  New  York  office  for  such 
shipments  prospective  exporters  should  take  pains  to  quote  c.  i.  f. 
prices  and  should  be  particularly  careful  to  send  their  quotations  in 
English  currency.  Shipments  can  also  be  made  by  way  of  London, 
Liverpool,  or  Cardiff.  A  new  line  of  steamers  has  recently  been 
organized  by  Furnace  Withy  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Cardiff,  for  shipment 
between  the  United  States  and  Cardiff.  The  sailings  of  this  line  have 
not  been  publi^ed,  as  the  company  has  not  yet  tried  out  the  plan  suf- 
ficiently long  to  determine  the  amount  of  available  trade. 

A  list  of  the  principal  hardware  firms  (ironmongers)  in  this  dis- 
trict may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices. 
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BUBBEB  TIELD  IN  DTTTCH  EAST  DTOIES. 

rConsul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  June  14.] 

Apparently  the  scarcity  of  rubber  in  the  Netherlands  is  not  due 
to  crop  shortage  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  for  a  recent  report  of 
the  Preanger  Rubber  Co.  shows  its  production  during  the  first  five 
months  of  this  year  (as  contrasted  with  the  like  portion  of  the  pre- 
ceding three  j'ears)  to  have  been : 


Uontb. 


1912 


1913 


1914 


1915 


January . . . 
February . . 

Uarch 

AprU 

May 

Total 


Pound: 
3,373 
2,914 
2,943 
4,0S3 
4,9C0 


Pound*. 
8,492 
7,894 
6,019 
6,952 
8,157 


Poundt. 

14,110 
13,294 
15,664 
16,094 
15,598 


Pound*. 
15,65} 
18,298 
22,046 
34,692 
23,810 


18,275 


36,514 


74,760 


101,499 


The  production  for  the  first  five  months  of  this  year  was  greater 
than  that  for  the  whole  of  1912,  nearly  equal  to  the  total  for  1913, 
and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  for  1914. 

The  Colonial  Rubber  Culture  Co.,  of  Amsterdam,  reports  that  it 
expects  a  yield  of  82,675  pounds  this  year  against  last  year's  47,124 
pounds.  Its  production  for  the  first  four  months  of  1914  was  14,R56 
pounds,  while  during  the  corresponding  period  this  year  it  was 
23,788  pounds. 

[Consul  B    S.  Ralrden,  Batavla,  Java,  May  26.] 
Year's  Exports  from  ^ava  and  East  Sumatra. 

Figures  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and 
Commerce  or  Netherlands  India  reveal  a  marked  growth  during 
1914  in  the  rubber  exports  of  Java.  Contrasted  with  1913  there  was 
a  gain  of  2,841,822  pounds,  or  50  per  cent. 

In  1913  the  Netherlands  and  England  were  almost  equal  partici- 
pants in  this  trade,  but  during  1914  the  latter  country  increased  its 
purchases  until  they  exceeded  the  exports  to  the  Netherlands  by  more 
than  1,000,000  pounds.  The  United  States  is  a  much  less  important 
customer,  but  its  purchases  last  year  were  nearly  ten  times  as  large 
as  in  1913,  and  Germany  took  four  times  as  much  nibber  from  Java 
as  in  the  earlier  year.  By  countries  of  destination,  Java's  exports  of 
rubber  in  the  last  two  years  were : 


Exported  to— 

1913 

1914 

Flcns. 

Hevea. 

CastUloa. 

TotaLi 

Ficus. 

Horea. 

CastUloa, 

TotaLa 

Netherlands 

Pound*. 

119,570 
140,939 

Pound*. 

2.217.8.Sa 

2,204.252 

14,859 

674,518 

22,946 

44,563 

87,693 

3,270 

Pound*. 

65,243 
29,820 
6,934 

Pounil*. 

2,451,831 

2,434,324 

21,793 

674,618 

33,931 

46,458 

93,090 

7,119 

Pound*. 
44,112 
42,584 

Poundt. 

2,795,227 

4,060,151 

79,990 

650,236 

6.826 
410,016 
237,319 
17.763 

Pound*. 

68,903 

34,529 

3,740 

Pound*. 

3,066,025 

4,102,736 

82,731 

660,236 

7,537 
441.  .179 

England 

Qcrmany 

Belftium 

Other  parts  ol  Eu- 
rope   

6,329 
1,905 

627 

1,651 

712 
1.938 
6.677 
1,947 

United  States 

Staigapore 

633 

1,814 

235,070 
29,173 

All  other  countries. . . 

Tota  

274,134 

5,169,943 

94,283 

6,663,064 

96,970 

8,147,628 

97,936 

8,604,886 

•  Includes  Ceara  and  other  rubber  not  shown  to  the  extent  ot  124,705  ponndi  in  1913  and  2i6,S8T 
pounds  in  1914. 
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Greater  activity  in  rubber  exportation  likewise  marked  the  year  on 
the  Sumatra  East  Coast,  shipments  for  1914  totaling  7,690,000  pounds 
contrasted  with  5,557,000  pounds  in  1913 — an  increase  of  37  per  cent. 
The  United  Stateis  sought  supplies  in  this  market  also,  taking  66,000 
pounds  last  year  against  no  purchases  in  1913.  Exports  to  the  other 
leading  rubber  centers  during  1914  were,  in  pounds:  Netherlands, 
1,138,000  (873,000  in  1913) ;  England,  2,017,000  (1,105,000  in  1913) ; 
Belgium,  11,000  (nil  in  1913) ;  Germany,  15,000  (18.000  in  1913) ; 
Penang,  2,747,000  (1,709,000  in  1913);  and  Singapore,  1,696,000 
(1,852,000  in  1913). 

SOUTH  CHINA  HOTOB-BOAT  TBAPHC 

[Consul  Oencral  George  B.  Anderson,  Honskong,  May  28.] 

The  steady  extension  of  motor-boat  traffic  on  south  China  water- 
ways, especially  along  the  West  River  and  its  tributaries  in  Hong- 
kong's trade  field,  noted  for  the  past  three  years,  continues  in  even 
greater  degree. 

.  It  is  announced  that  a  motor-boat  service  has  finally  been  estab- 
lished as  far  as  P'ing  Loh,  on  the  Cassia  or  Fu  River,  about  halfway 
between  Wuchow  and  Kweilin,  the  capital  of  Kwangsi  Province. 
The  service  of  such  boats  has  been  extended  up  the  West  River  very 
gradually.  The  service  between  Wuchow  and  Nanning  was  the  first 
started,  and  it  is  maintained,  with  some  slight  interruptions,  the  year 
around,  though  at  low  water  the  difficulties  of  navigating  the  narrows 
and  rapids  in  the  river  are  great.  During  parts  of  the  year  a  service 
is  maintained  from  Wuchow  to  Lungchow,  and  this  is  considered 
fairly  reliable. 

The  service  from  Wuchow  to  Po-seh  was  established  compara- 
tively recently,  but  it  wjis  thought  impracticable  to  go  farther  up  the 
river,  though  a  British  consular  officer  some  time  ago  succeeded  in 
reaching  Kweilin  in  a  small  motor  boat.  The  extension  of  the  serv- 
ice 80  miles  up  this  river  to  P'ing  Loh  is  noteworthy,  not  only  in  that 
it  marks  a  further  step  of  development  of  such  service  generally, 
but  it  also  reaches  into  country  tapped  by  the  headwaters  of  streams 
flowing  into  the  Yangtze  River  through  southern  Hunan  Province. 
All  of  these  rivers  carry  freight  and  passengers  by  native  boats,  but 
the  service  in  such  vessels  is  so  slow  and  uncertain  that  it  means  little 
in  the  extension  of  foreign  trade.  The  more  rapid  and  more  regular 
services  have  had  a  stimulating  effect  upon  all  lines  of  business. 

For  the  construction  of  the  motor  boats  used  on  these  rivers  special 
designs  have  been  made  after  several  years  of  experience.  Most  of 
the  boats  are  now  constructed  in  the  interior,  but  motors  and  equip- 
ment are  usually  purchased  in  Hongkong  and  are  largely  of  English 
make.  The  type  of  motor  required  for  such  vessels  has  been  described 
heretofore  in  these  reports,  namely,  a  heavy-duty  motor  with  few 
working  parts,  an  ability  to  stand  exposure  and  neglect  and  using 
kerosene  for  fuel. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  from 
Consul  E.  M.  Lawton  at  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  a  list  of  prominent 
women  of  that  city.  Copies  of  the  list  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  the  bureau,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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FOBEION  TEADE  OPPORTUMITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  branch  ofllces.  Request 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  Buuber  gtveo. 

Pruning  shears.  No.  17602. — A  firm  of  seed  merchants  In  New  Zealand  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  marlcet  for  pruning  shears  for 
shrubs  and  fruit  trees.  Prices,  catalogues,  and  full  information  should  be 
sent  at  once.    The  firm  is  prepared  to  pay  cash. 

Locomotives  and  rails.  No.  17003. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  an  insular 
possession  transmits  a  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of 
locomotires  and  rails.  A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  bad  on  application  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Paper,  No.  17604. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  informs  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  that  one  of  its  correspondents  in  northern  Africa 
desires  to  receive  prices,  etc.,  from  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  paper. 
Specifications,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  and  samples  may  be  ex- 
amined at  the  bureau  and  Its  branch  offices. 

Structural  iron.  No.  17605. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  transmits  a 
report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  structural  Iron.  A  copy  of 
his  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Printing  supplies.  No.  17606. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  In  China  reports  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  printing  machin- 
ery and  accessories,  stationery,  etc.  A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch 
offices. 

Bookbinding  cloth,  pencils,  pens,  etc..  No.  17607. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  Italy  reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  bookbinding  cloth,  pencils, 
pens,  sample  holders,  brass  articles  for  schools,  novelties,  etc.  References 
are  given.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Italian  or  French. 

Bronze  powders.  No.  17608. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes  that 
he  has  received  an  urgent  request  from  a  merchant  to  be  put  in  communi- 
cation with  manufacturers  of  bronze  powders.  He  desires  to  act  as  an 
agent.    Correspondence  should  be  conducted  in  French. 

Textiles,  etc..  No.  17609. — A  business  man  In  Chile  has  informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  gray  drill  and  gray  sheetings,  hosiery,  cotton  goods,  flannels, 
l>ox  calf,  glazed  kid,  lubricating  oil,  and  osnaburg,  similar  to  the  sample 
which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  He  states  that 
he  will  pay  cash  against  shipping  documents  in  Chile  or  cash  15  or  30  days 
after  the  arrival  of  the  goods.  Keferences  are  given.  Corresiwndence  may 
be  In  English. 

Upholstering  material.  No.  17610. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  In  Chile  reports  that  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm 
In  that  country  which  desires  to  know  whether  It  can  procure  velvets, 
velours,  damasks,  and  other  goods  for  upholstering  furniture.  In  the  United 
States.  It  Is  stated  that  this  firm  does  an  import  business  in  American 
goods. 

ilachinerif  and  tools.  No.  17611. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports 
tliat  a  business  man  in  liis  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  machine  tools  and  woodworking  machinery.  Illustrated 
catalogues  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quototlous  should 
be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.. 

Hardware,  etc..  No.  17612. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce'  is 
in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Italy  stating  that  it  desires  to  receive 
the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  double  cutting  drills  and 
screw  drills,  hammers,  screw  drivers,  calipers,  soldering  lamps,  oil  cans, 
cylindrical  wicks,  toothed  scissors,  etc.  Illustrated  catalogues  and  full 
Information  should  be  sent  at  once.    Keferences  are  given. 
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TBANSVAAI  GOLD  OUTPTJT. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  Edwin  N.  OuDsanlus,  Johaimesbnrg,  Transvaal,  South  Afrlco, 

dated  July  22.) 

Transvaal  gold  production  for  six  months  ended  June  30,  1915, 
totals  4,408,050  ounces  (value,  $90,865,000).  This  compares  with  an 
output  of  8,394,322  ounces  (value,  $173,523,885)  for  the  entire  cal- 
endar year.  For  further  details  concerning  Transvaal  gold  produc- 
tion see  Supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  66b  for  June  25, 1915. 

SAFFRON  CBOP  IN  SPAIN. 

[Conmil  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  July  6.] 

The  value  of  Spain's  saffron  crop  to  date  (first  half  of  1916)  is 
J 2,853,525  pesetas  (the  present  value  of  the  peseta  is  about  $0.20). 
The  area  of  the  land  devoted  to  the  industry  is  11,947  hectares  (about 
29,500  acres).  The  total  annual  production  is  141,500  kilos  (about 
312,000  pounds),  and  the  average  price  is  84.37  pesetas  per  kilo  (abovit 
$7.67  per  pound).  By-products — ^the  stalk  and  bulb — increase  the 
above  valuation  by  1,500,000  pesetas. 

Saffron,  and  extract  of,  and  saffron  cake,  which  on  entering  the  United 
States  were  free  of  duty  prior  to  Octol)er  3,  1013,  were  then  made  dutiable  at 
10  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Imports  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1913, 
were  valued  at  $03,146.  Imports  from  that  date  up  to  October  3,  1013,  were 
valued  at  $25,620.  Imports  under  the  dutiable  rate  from  October  3,  1013.  to 
Jane  30,  1914,  totaled  $00,014  In  value.  The  Oil,  Paint,  and  Drug  Keporter  has 
the  following  note  on  present  market  conditions  in  the  saffron  trade  in  Xew 
York : 

"As  the  demand  for  the  American  flowers  has  flagged  of  late,  while  the  snpply 
has  Increased  slightly,  local  holders  have  made  concessions  of  ,"»  and  10  cents, 
and  are  now  offering  these  goods  at  65  and  70  cents.  The  Spanish  flower.><.  how- 
ever, are  being  more  strongly  held  at  $12.  Latest  arrivals  of  the  American 
flowers  have  included  13  bales  from  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico." 

[A  comprehensive  review  of  the  Spanish  saffron  Industry  appeared  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  April  18,  1013.] 
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BUSSIAN  COTTON  PBICES  AND  TBAKSPOBTATION. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  June  18.] 

A  conference  recently  took  place  at  the  Association  of  Cotton 
Manufacturers  under  the  presidency  of  the  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Ministry  of  Trade,  N.  I.  Gutchkov,  president  of  the  Russian- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  during  which  the  yam  manufac- 
turers discussed  the  question  of  the  price  of  Russian  cotton. 

After  a  lively  discussion  concerning  the  measures  to  be  taken 
against  a  further  rise  in  cotton  prices  it  was  found  desirable  to  estab- 
lish a  special  committee  at  the  Moscow  Exchange  Association  tlmt 
would  periodically  fix  the  maximum  prices  on  cotton  of  the  new  and 
old  crop.  The  committee  is  to  consist  of  10  representatives  of  yarn 
manufacturers  of  the  central  manufacturing  district,  2  representa- 
tives of  the  yam  manufacturers  of  Petrograd  and  the  Baltic  Prov- 
inces, 2  representatives  of  the  Moscow  Exchange  Committee,  1  repre- 
sentative of  the  Moscow  Military  Supply  Department,  1  representa- 
tive of  the  Moscow  District  Committee,  1  representative  irom  the 
Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry,  1  of  the  Khokand  Exchange  Com- 
mittee, 2  of  the  firms  dealing  in  cotton,  a  total  number  of  20 
members. 

Stattstlcal  Inquiries  Into  Cotton  Supplies— Rolling  Stock. 

This  committee  is  empowered  to  make  statistical  inquiries  regard- 
ing the  supplies  of  cotton  owned  by  manufacturers  either  at  their 
stores  or  on  the  road.  The  representatives  of  the  Department  of 
Industry  proposed  that  the  committee  should  have  tlie  right  to 
register  all  shipments  of  cotton  from  the  cotton-producing  districts 
of  Russia. 

On  June  14  a  conference  took  place  at  the  Moscow  Exchange 
attended  by  numerous  representatives  of  cotton  manufacturers  of  the 
central  industrial  district,  who  discussed  the  measures  to  be  taken 
against  cotton  speculation. 

The  first  question  discussed  was  the  scarcity  of  rolling  stock  for 
transporting  cotton  from  Russian  and  Swedish  ports.  The  Assistant 
Manager  of  the  Department  of  Industry  stated  that  in  the  near 
future  3,500,000  poods  (253,000  bales  of  500  pounds)  of  cotton  per 
month  could  be  brought  to  the  Russian  market  from  Vladivostok  and 
the  Swedish  ports.  The  conference  found  that  this  quantity  was 
insufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  cotton  industry  of  the 
central  district.  It  was  decided  to  make  application  for  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  cars  for  transporting  of  cotton,  and  for  the  organi- 
zation of  direct  fast  trains.  The  conference  stated  the  necessity  of 
expediting  the  transportation  of  cotton  from  Central  Asia. 

High  Friees  Prevent  Sales. 

No  business  is  being  transacted  on  the  Moscow  cotton  market. 
The  manufacturers  refrain  from  purchasing  in  view  of  the  high 
prices  caused  by  speculation. 

The  bulletin  of  yesterday's  exchange  stated  the  following  prices 
of  Russian  cotton:  Ferghana  selected  first  grade,  rubles  31.10 
($16.01)  per  pood  (36.11  English  pounds) ;  normal,  rubles  30.75 
($15.83)  per  pood;  mixed,  rubles  28  to  rubles  29.75  ($14.42  to 
$15.32)    per  pood;   selected   "Mesheumok"    (intergrades) ,  rubles 
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27.25  ($14.03);  second  grade,  rubles  21.75  ($11.20)  to  rubles  23 
($11.84)  per  pood;  third  grade,  rubles  20.50  ($10.55)  to  rubles  22 
($11.33)  per  pood. 

No  offers  of  Hojent,  Samarkand,  and  other  kinds  of  Russian  cot- 
ton are  to  be  had,  neither  are  there  any  offers  of  American  and 
Egyptian  cotton. 

KEDTICED  AEEA  PIANTED  TO  BOHEMIAN  HOPS. 

[Consul  Charles  L.  Hoover,  Prague,  Bohemia,  Austria,  June  30.] 

The  official  report  covering  the  condition  of  the  Saaz  hop  gardens 
up  to  June  26  estimates  that  the  reduction  in  the  area  planted  this 
year,  as  compared  with  1914,  amounts  to  1^401  hectares  (hec- 
tare=2.47104  acres),  or  11.29  per  cent.  The  total  area  of  the  gar- 
dens in  1914  was  12,408  hectares  and  this  year  it  is  11,007  hectares. 

The  dry  weather  of  the  past  few  weeks  will  probably  affect  the 
size  of  the  crop  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  reduced  area.  [The 
1914  hop  crop  of  Austria-Hungary  was  estimated  at  40,370,000 
pounds,  as  stated  in  CoMsrERCE  Reports  for  May  12,  1915.] 

The  report  of  the  hop  growers'  association,  written  on  June  26, 
which  has  just  been  made  public,  says : 

"The  character  of  the  weather  remains  unchanged.  The  drouth 
and  eiicessive  heat  have  not  only  damaged  the  grain  crops,  but  have 
also  -worked  such  injury  to  the  hop  plants  that  the  formation  of 
branches  on  the  upper  part  of  the  plant  reached  only  very  modest 
proportions,  where  it  was  not  altogether  lacking.  In  the  early  gar- 
dens the  plants  are  already  in  bloom,  and  in  all  gardens  the  final 
cultivation  is  almost  finished." 

During  the  last  three  days,  that  is,  since  June  27,  a  light  rain  has 
fallen  abaost  continuously,  but  it  has  come  too  late  to  save  the  crop 
from  serious  da^mage  by  the  drouth. 


DAIB7  FSOOUCnON  OF  ALBEBTA. 

[Consnl  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta  Province,  Canada,  July  13.] 

Tlie  dairy  production  of  the  Province  of  Alberta  is  valued  at 
$10,500,000,  according  to  a  recent  report  made  to  this  office  by  the 
dairy  commissioner. 

With  the  exception  of  a  negligible  quantity  of  fancy  cheese  made  in 
a  gmall  way  the  dairy  production  of  Alberta  is  marketed  in  the  form 
of  milk,  cream,  butter,  and  cheddar  cheese. 

The  creamery  butter  output  was  5,450,000  pounds  and  the  cheese 
made  in  factories  amounted  to  35  tons.  No  provincial  fibres  are 
available  covering  the  butter  and  cheese  made  in  home  dairies. 

As  the  dairy  industry  is  still  in  its  infancy  in  Alberta,  it  has  not 
been  found  practicable  to  operate  factories  for  the  production  of  con- 
densed milk,  malted  milk,  sugar  of  milk,  or  milk  powder. 

There  is  little  demand  for  condensed  milk  in  Canada.  According 
to  customs  returns  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31, 1915,  the  total 
imports  of  condensed  milk  amounted  to  only  109,937  pounds  and 
vahied  at  $8,424.  Practically  all  the  imports  of  condensed  milk  come 
from  the  United  States. 
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TSABX-EZTEHSI09  WOBK  DT  SPADT. 

[Consul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  TalaDcUf  Jaly  7.1 

Duiinff  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  17  trade  opportunities  were 
sent  in  nom  this  office.  Three  were  applications  for  general  repre- 
sentation of  American  goods  by  expenenced  commercial  salesmen 
who,  previous  to  the  war,  handled  European  goods  purely  on  a  com- 
mission basis.  One  of  the  three  produced  no  results,  and  the  two 
others  are  pending.  From  the  general  nature  of  the  replies  to  pre- 
vious applications  of  this  kind  it  would  seem  that  American  indus- 
tries are  unwilling  to  use  in  Spain  the  methods  so  generally  em- 
ployed in  the  United  States.  Some  even  ignore  the  terms  specifically 
stated  in  the  published  announcement  in  CJommerce  Beports,  offer- 
ing goods  for  sale  outri^rt  to  the  inquirer  in  face  of  the  latter's  state- 
ment that  he  does  not  purchase  on  his  own  account. 

The  remaining  14  opportunities  pertained  to  specific  articles  of 
commerce  required  locally  which  were  previously  purchased  from 
belligerent  coimtries,  but  which  can  now  be  obtained,  if  at  all,  only 
from  the  United  States.  They  were  sent  in  only  after  the  consulate 
was  reasonably  certain  that  they  offered  real  opportimities  for  trade ; 
and  it  is  believed  that  if  American  manufacturers  had  followed  them 
up  in  the  same  spirit  the  way  would  have  been  open  for  important 
future  trade  relations. 

Numerous  other  inquiries  were  not  made  the  subject  of  announce- 
ment in  Commerce  Reports  because  they  were  deemed  of  too  small 
importance,  and  in  such  cases  the  consulate  contented  itself  with 
furnishing  the  specific  data  called  for,  viz,  names  and  addresses  of 
American  firms  with  whom  the  parties  might  communicate  direct, 
catalogues,  etc. 

Up  to  the  end  of  June  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  to  hear  from  all 
but  5  of  these  14  reports.  The  following  results  have  been  ascer- 
tained to  date : 

Oil  Refinery,  reported  January  29.  The  purpose  was  to  place  local 
inquirers  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  to  secure 
estimates  of  cost,  etc.  Acknowledgments  on  file  in  the  consulate 
show  this  object  was  achieved. 

Magnetos,  reported  February  11.  The  party  called  in  person  to 
report  reception  of  offers  which  were  considered  reasonable  in  all 
respects  save  conditions  of  payment,  which  he  nevertheless  waived 
in  view  of  the  abnormal  state  of  international  trade.  He  also  said 
an  order  of  60  magnetos  would  be  placed  at  once.  The  satisfactory 
outcome  of  this  inquiry  caused  the  party  to  make  another  for  metal 
products;  and  he  also  informs  the  consulate  that  his  firm  is  con- 
sidering a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a  Spanish- American  company 
to  introduce  American  pumps  and  pumpmg  machinery,  combustion 
engines,  etc. 

Chemical  Products,  reported  April  30.  Inquirer  personally  in- 
formed the  consulate  of  the  receipt  of  numerous  offers,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  for  business,  delay  being  caused  by  the  failure  of 
American  correspondents  to  include  in  their  first  replies  the  data 
necessary  before  orders  can  be  placed. 

Chemicals,  reported  May  5.    Same  as  next  above. 

Trade  letters  emanating  from  this  office  have  also  produced  results, 
judging  by  the  replies  received  from  the  United  States,  many  m 
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which  express  appreciation  for  advice  and  information  furnished. 
An  electrical  firm  replying  to  the  consulate's  letter  of  December  30, 
1914,  reports  the  appointment  of  a  general  Spanish  agent  in  Barce- 
lona. Another  firm  in  the  same  business  is  negotiating  with  local 
parties  to  place  an  agency.  A  rebuilt-typewriter  concern  says  it  is 
m  correspondence  with  people  here  as  a  result  of  information  fur- 
nished February  12,  1915.  Another  letter  of  the  same  date  elicited 
response  from  a  well-known  manufacturer  of  detachable  rowboat 
motors  to  the  effect  that  the  consulate's  recommendation  regarding  a 
general  agent  had  been  followed.  An  American  piano  manufacturer 
IS  now  represented  here,  and  intimates  that  the  information  from  this 
office  dated  April  30,  1915,  had  something  to  do  with  bringing  it 
about. 

CGUHEBCIAL  OKGANIZATIGirS  IN  FBANCE. 

French  chambers  of  commerce  differ  in  many  essential  respects 
from  similar  organizations  in  the  United  States.  They  are  public 
bodies,  controlled  by  legal  enactment,  possessing  administrative 
powers,  and  working  in  cooperation  with  the  authorities  of  the 
Government.  The  activities  in  France  that  parallel  those  of  Amer- 
ican chambers  of  commerce  are  to  be  found  m  manufacturers'  asso- 
ciations and  employers'  syndicates. 

The  French  Government  correlates  and  coordinates  every  feature 
that  can  be  made  to  act  upon  the  commercial  development  of  the 
nation.  A  most  effective  system  of  commercial  direction  and  regu- 
lation, trade  promotion,  and  industrial  education  is  maintained  by 
the  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry. 

A  monograph  covering  this  subject  in  detail  has  been  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  as  No.  98  in  the  Special 
Agents  Series.  It  is  entitled  "Commercial  Organizations  in  France," 
and  may  be  obtained  for  10  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Wasliington,  D.  C.  It  contains  a  history  of  the  French 
organizations,  a  survey  of  their  rights  and  functions,  the  distin- 
guishing features  of  the  various  bodies,  lists  of  all  chambers  of  com- 
merce in  France,  regulations  governing  them,  an  account  of  their 
participation  in  legislation  and  judicial  work,  and  a  description  of 
all  the  commercial  institutions  of  the  Government. 


SALE  OF  IVOBT  AND  JUNOIE  FSODUCTS. 

[Consul  Jose  de  Ollvares,  Madras,  India,  June  17.] 

The  following  announcement  has  been  published  in  the  Madras 
Times  of  June  17, 1915 : 

A  large  stock  of  Ivory,  elephant's  teeth,  leopard  and  cheetnh  skins,  bison  and 
deer  horns  will  be  sold  by  auction  at  Quilon  ou  August  2, 1915,  by  the  Conserva- 
tor of  Forests. 

Quilon  is  a  seaport  of  the  Native  State  of  Travancore,  on  the 
southwest  coast  of  India. 

[The  consul's  list  of  commission  merchants  at  Quilon,  together  with  their 
telegraphic  addresses,  eitlier  of  which  firms  would  be  in  a  position  to  bid  ou  the 
foregoing  products,  if  so  instructed  by  reliable  parties  Interested,  may  be  had 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  brauchcs.j 
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USE  OF  AICOHOUG  BEVEBAGES  IN  ITALY. 

[Consul  Qencral  I.  E.  Jones,  Genoa,  'June  18.] 

Liquors  in  great  variety  are  produced  in  Italy.  Climatic  condi- 
tions and  the  peculiar  fertility  of  the  soil  are  favorable  to  the  growth 
of  fruits  from  which  intoxicants  are  made.  The  people,  following 
the  practice  of  many  centuries,  use  mild  alcoholic  beverages  at  their 
meals. 

The  liquors  most  generally  used  are  vermuth,  rosolio,  beer,  mara- 
schino, brandy,  rum,  cognac,  and  fernet.  These  are  all  produced  in 
the  Italian  peninsula.  Vermuth  is  made  from  dried  figs,  white  wine, 
and  chemicals.  The  principal  center  of  manufacture  is  Turin.  Of 
late,  this  liquor  has  acquired  some  popularity  in  Argentina  and  the 
United  States,  and  133,600,000  bottles  of  it  were  exported  to  these 
countries  in  1913.  Vermuth  is  used  much  the  same  as  are  soft  drinks 
in  America.  There  is  no  demand  for  it  as  a  beverage  at  meals.  It 
is  usually  taken  a  short  time  before  meals,  either  plain  or  with 
aerated  water,  to  serve  as  an  appetizer. 
Kethods  Employed  in  Xaking.  Cordials. 

Rosolio,  a  cordial,  is  made  by  pouring  alcohol  over  lemon  peelings 
and  allowing  the  liquid  product  to  stand.  Sugar  is  added,  and  then 
the  solution  is  heavily  diluted  with  water.  There  is  also  what  is 
termed  a  Mandarin  Rosolio,  which  is  made  in  the  same  manner  ex- 
cept that  orange  peelings  are  used  in  lieu  of  lemon.  This  is  drunk  in 
very  small  quantities  and,  on  account  of  extensive  adulteration,  is 
only  mildly  intoxicating.  , 

Another  cordial,  maraschino,  which  was  originally  made  in  Zara, 
Austria,  has  a  very  wide  popularity,  and  is  used  quite  as  much  as 
rosolio.  It  is  made  by  placing  the  extracted  product  from  cherry 
stones  in  alcohol.  Brandy,  rum,  and  cognac  are  manufactured  in 
large  quantities,  cognac  having  a  very  wide  use.  Fernet,  a  bitter 
liquor,  is  made  from  herbs  and  alcohol.  It  is  a  weak  purger  and 
should  be  taken  with  great  caution. 

Wine  is  produced  everywhere  in  large  quantities.  In  1913  there  were 
3,380,024,180  gallons  produced,  while  in  1914  the  amount  was  only 
1,137,146,322  gallons,  showing  a  falling  off  of  242,877,858  gallons. 
This  was  caused  by  the  reduced  grape  crop.  The  wines  of  Italy,  as 
a  rule,  are  very  mild,  and  there  is  little  intoxication,  a  phenomenon 
which  is  remarked  by  tourists. 

Piedmont  is  the  greatest  wine- producing  section  of  the  country. 
In  this  Province  alone  during  1914  there  were  171,710,800  gallons  of 
wine  produced. 

TTse  of  Beer  as  Beverage  Becoming  Xore  Common. 

Beer  is  a  beverage  the  use  of  which  is  becoming  more  and  more 
common.  There  are  nine  large  breweries  in  the  country.  In  1913 
importations  of  beer  from  C-ontinental  countries  amounted  to  10,- 
897,146  gallons. 

Barrooms  (according  to  the  common  use  of  the  term  in  America) 
are  unknown.  There  are  small  stands  or  bars,  at  which  soft  and  in- 
toxicating drinks  are  served,  and  which  are  patronized  by  women  as 
well  as  by  men.  At  each  of  these  stands  coffee  is  served,  and  coffee 
drinking  in  place  of  wines  and  beers  is  becoming  every  day  moro 
common.   Police  espionage  and  supervision  over  barrooms  have  never 
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been  agitated  in  Italy  as  in  other  countries,  because  it  is  extremely 
difficult,  even  in  the  slums,  to  find  a  "  birraria  "  which  is  not  con- 
ducted in  an  orderly  manner. 


QAS  HCAITTLES  Hf  SOTJTE  CHINA. 

tConsul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  June  2.] 

There  seems  to  be  a  good  opportunity  for  American  manufac- 
turers of  gas  mantles  to  secure  much  of  the  trade  in  such  goods  in 
the  Far  East.  The  matter  is  altogether  one  of  comparative  quality 
and  price. 

There  are  no  statistics  available  as  to  the  volume  of  the  imports 
of  such  goods  either  into  Hongkong  or  all  China,  but  the  trade  has 
been  considerable.  Since  the  war  German  firms  in  China  have 
been  unable  to  secure  further  supplies  of  mantles  or  of  thorium 
nitrate  from  Germany.  They  have  carried  on  trade  to  some  extent 
since  that  time  in  mantles  in  stock  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the 
stocks  having  been  large.  In  Hongkong  the  German  firms  them- 
selves have  been  placed  in  liquidation,  but  considerable  stocks  of 
mantles  for  gasoline  lamps,  which  constitute  the  trade  in  the  inte- 
rior, have  b«en  sold  through  the  Chinese  dealers  handling  that 
branch  of  the  business. 

Mantles  for  coal  gas  have  been  handled  almost  entirely  by  the 
local  gas  company,  and  have  come  entirely  from  Great  Britain  since 
the  war.  At  present  the  two  branches  of  the  trade — that  in  coal-gas 
mantles  and  that  in  gasoline-gas  mantles — are  quite  separate.  The 
former  is  handled  by  the  local  gas  company  (the  Hongkong  & 
China  Gas  Co.  (Ltd.))  and  the  latter  by  several  Chinese  firms. 
Among  the  latter  are  the  Tsang  Kwong  Co.,  of  Des  Voeux  Boad 
Central;  the  Tai  Kwong  Co.,  of  Lee  Yuen  Street  East;  and  the 
Chuen  Kwong  Co.,  of  No.  43  Wellington  Street.  The  gasoline  man- 
tle business  is  not  very  large  in  volume,  though  it  is  likely  to  expand 
indefinitely  as  improved  means  of  lighting  are  introduced  into  inte- 
rior cities.  At  present  the  chief  demand  locally  is  for  certain  fixed 
styles  of  mantles,  a  large  number  of  one  style  of  which  are  used  by 
the  local  company  in  its  street-lighting  service. 


COSTA  BICA  OBOANIZES  A  SEED  SOCIETT. 

[CodsdI  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Umon,  Jaly  5.] 

A  society  called  "  Junta  Agricola  Industrial "  has  just  been  organ- 
ized in  Port  Limon  to  encourage  agricultural  industries.  Its  first 
efforts  will  be  to  furnish  free  of  cost  to  all  planters  and  farmers  all 
kinds  of  seeds  of  vegetables  and  grains  that  will  grow  in  this  climate. 
All  the  prominent  merchants  and  business  men,  as  well  as  the  planters 
and  agriculturists,  have  joined  this  organization  and  promised  to 
support  it,  thus  building  up  new  industries  to  take  the  place  of  the 
banana  industry,  which  is  being  killed  by  the  banana  disease,  now 
y^Tj  prevalent  here. 

Every  member  pays  a  monthly  due  of  1  colon  ($0.40  gold),  which 
is  to  be  spent  for  seeds,  to  be  given,  as  mentioned,  to  anyone  who  will 
plant  them.  Those  interested  should  address  Senor  Don  Filadelfo 
Granados,  Secretary,  Junta  Agricola  Industrial,  Port  Limon,  Costa 
Bica. 
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BECUHE  OF  AZOREAH  FIirEAFFLE  ISLVffSXY. 

[Consal  Walter  H.  Schuls,  St.  Michaels,  July  5.1 

St.  Michaels  pineapples — the  raising  of  which  has  for  years  been 
the  principal  industry  of  the  Azores — promise  to  follow  in  the  wake 
of  the  Azorean  orange.  The  orange  was  destroyed  by  a  parasite; 
the  pineapple  industry  promises  to  be  destroyed  by  overproduction 
and  the  reduced  purchasing  capacity  of  Hamburg  and  Lcmdon 
markets  since  the  war.  In  fact,  the  war  has  forced  ruinous  prices 
upon  the  local  growers,  many  of  whom  are  turning  to  different 
lines — some  to  tomato  cultivation  and  some  to  the  orange — ^whUe 
others  are  emigrating  to  the  United  States.  A  once-jSourishing  in- 
dustry, yielding  nearly  $1,000,000  a  year  to  the  people  of  St. 
Michaels,  has  tnus  come  to  a  standstill.  The  1913  exports  were 
valued  at  $544,000,  and  in  1914  they  had  declined  to  $322,000. 

Fortunes  Kade  in  Former  Times. 

The  St.  Michaels  pineapple  industry  dates  back  to  1860,  when  it 
was  discovered  that  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  Azores  lent  them- 
selves to  the  production  of  a  superior  fruit  Because  of  their  size  and 
luxuriant  foliage,  St.  Michaels  pineapples  sold  as  high  as  $5  each 
in  the  early  days  of  the  industry.  Fortunes  were  made  in  a  very 
few  years.  The  promise  of  fabulous  returns  prompted  hundreds  to 
plant  the  fruit.    All  became  wealthy. 

Now  thousands  are  engaged  in  pineapple  culture.  The  result  has 
been,  as  stated,  overproduction.  When  the  production  reached  50,000 
cases  annually,  or  600,000  pineapples,  fancy  pineapple  stock  still 
brought  $1.50  to  $2  e^ch  in  the  London  market  To-day,  when  the 
production  is  more  than  2,300,000,  the  producers  are  obtaining  only 
$0.12  to  $0.42  for  their  pines. 

Pines  Sold  for  lets  Than  Cost 

When  the  war  destroyed  the  European  market,  local  growers  en- 
deavored to  dispose  of  their  fruit  in  New  York,  Lisbon,  and  Gibral- 
tar, but  nowhere  with  marked  success.  The  Azorean  pineapple  being 
a  high-priced  fruit,  it  was  soon  discovered  in  New  York  that  it  could 
not  compete  with  the  cheaper  Hawaiian  product.  To-day  only  Lis- 
bon is  buying  in  considerable  quantities  and  is  proving  to  be  an  un- 
profitable market.  Horticulturalists  in  this  island,  it  is  said,  are 
actually  selling  their  crops  25  to  50  per  cent  below  cost  of  production. 

In  former  years,  Hamburg  took  about  65  per  cent  of  the  St.  Mi- 
chael's pineapple  crop  for  distribution  in  Germany,  Austria,  and  Rus- 
sia ;  London  took  20  per  cent,  largely  the  finest,  which  were  used  in 
England  for  decorative  purposes,  the  size  of  the  St.  Michael's  pine- 
apple especially  lending  itself  to  that  end.  Italy  and  France  took 
the  remainder.  Then  very  high  prices  would  be  paid  for  a  pineapple 
that  served  no  other  purpose  than  gracing  a  dinner  table.  Pineapples 
were  even  let  out  on  hire  for  that  purpose,  it  is  claimed.  Now  pine- 
apples of  equal  grade  may  be  bought  for  $0.50  and  less. 

Seeline  in  Exports — Orown  TTnder  Glass. 

The  decline  of  the  industry  can  best  be  shown  by  a  statement  of 
exports  covering  a  period  of  five  years : 
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Year. 

Cases. 

Value. 

1910 

128,000 
134,000 
lis,  000 
170,000 
175,000 

1702,000 

Mil 

e^,ooo 

1912 

622,000 

1913 

{44.000 

1914 

322,000 

The  St.  Michael's  pineapple  is  grown  under  glass,  but  it  is  not  a 
hothouse  product  and  no  artificial  heating  is  required.  Glass  houses 
are  used  to  conserve  the  heat  and  to  shelter  the  fruit  from  the  rain 
and  prevailing  high  winds.  Eleven  months  are  required  to  produce 
a  pineapple  for  the  market.  The  finest  and  best  fruits  usually  appear 
in  December,  when  they  figure  prominently  in  the  Christmas  trade. 
The  largest  are  18  inches  high  and  wei^h  6  to  7  pounds.  They  are 
worth  $0.35  to  $0.50  apiece  for  decorative  purposes  in  the  London 
market.  The  cost  of  production  varies  according  to  size,  and  may  be 
figured  at  $0.04  to  $0.24. 

Appearance  Setennlnet  Brioe. 

It  is  of  interest  to  observe  that  it  is  not  the  flavor  of  the  pineapple 
that  fixes  its  market  value.  The  price  is  governed  by  suitability  for 
decorative  purposes.  A  large  fruit  with  Ime  foliage  is  worth  consid- 
erably more  than  the  sweetest  pineapple  ever  grown. 

[The  declared  value  of  the  pineapples  invoiced  at  the  St.  Michael's 
consulate  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  1914  reached  the 
unprecedented  total  of  $81,948 ;  in  1913  their  value  was  but  $3,459. 
As  stated  in  the  Supplement  (Ha)  to  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr. 
28,  this  large  increase  was  due  to  augmented  shipments  after  the  war 
began. 

According  to  official  American  records,  the  United  States  annually 
imports'f rom  foreign  countries  nearly  $1,300,000  worth  of  pineapples, 
Cuba  being  the  mam  source  of  supply.] 


STBEET-EAILWAT  CONCESSION  IN  SAHABKANB. 

(Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  June  28.] 

A  Belgian  syndicate,  which  has  an  important  concession  for  street 
railway,  lighting,  and  transportation  of  goods  in  Samarkand,  a  city 
of  about  105,000  inhabitants,  in  Bussian  Turkestan,  is  unable  to  take 
advantage  of  its  concession  on  account  of  financial  difficulties  due  to 
the  war. 

A  representative  of  the  concessionnaires  in  Russia  [whose  name 
and  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices]  would  be  glad  to  get  in  touch 
with  American  capitalists  with  a  view  to  selling  out  the  concession 
or  securing  American  partnership  therein. 

The  concession  is  for  45  years  and  provides  for  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly of  the  business  of  transporting  passengers  and  freight  and 
of  electric  lighting.  It  is  understood  that  construction  can  begin  any 
time,  and  that  about  $500,000  would  be  required  for  immediate  con- 
struction purposes.  The  city  will  furnish  free  the  land  necessary  for 
a  central  station. 
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nrCBEASED  BSAZIUAN  USE  OF  FEBTIUZEBS. 

[Consul  Maddin  SammcrB,  SAo  Paulo,  June  7.] 

The  importation  into  Brazil  of  all  classes  of  fertilizers  increased 
385  per  cent  from  1,942  tons  in  1909  to  9,438  tons  in  1912,  In  the 
consular  district  of  Sao  Paulo  during  the  same  period  the  increase 
was  from  365  tons  in  1909  to  the  .very  large  figure  of  6,912  tons  in 
1912,  an  increase  of  1,787  per  cent.  In  1909  the  fertilizers  imported 
through  the  port  of  Santos  amounted  to  126  tons,  rising  to  6,646  tons 
in  1912,  an  increase  of  514  per  cent,  and  in  1913  the  importation  rose 
to  the  very  great  figure  of  10,692  tons,  being  8,334  per  cent  gi-eater 
than  that  of  1909.  In  the  corresponding  period,  1909-1912,  the  area 
under  cultivation  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  where  practically  the 
entire  importation  was  consumed,  increased  from  3,935,503  acres  in 
the  beginning  of  1910  to  4,272,767  acres  in  1912,  an  increase  of  8  per 
cent.  Taking  the  importation  through  the  port  of  Santos  as  the 
basis  of  consumption  tor  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  the  fertilizer  con- 
sumed in  1912  was  in  the  proportion  of  3.11  pounds  to  the  acre  imder 
cultivation.  , 

Company  Incorporated  to  Xanvfacture  FertiUiers. 

In  1912  a  company  was  incorporated  in  Sao  Paulo,  as  a  result  of 
which  the  only  national  company  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fer- 
tilizers was  established.  A  plant  was  erected  with  a  capacity  of  10 
tons  of  superphosphates  daily.  No  statistics  are  available  as  to  the 
actual  production  of  this  plant,  but  the  actual  output  in  1913  was 
perhaps  10  per  cent  of  the  capacity,  or  about  400  tons.  Cost  of  pro- 
duction being  very  high  in  Brazil  and  fertilizers  being  exempt  from 
import  duties,  the  national  industry  can  hardly  compete  with  the 
foreign  product  under  present  conditions. 

The  use  of  highly  soluble  compounds  in  this  district  is  impractical, 
owing  to  the  very  heavy  rainfall  and  the  character  of  the  soil.  The 
imports  here  show  a  marked  difference  in  character  from  the  imports 
of  the  more  central  and  more  northern  ports.  The  great  increase  in 
this  district  has  been  in  the  consumption  of  superphosphates  rather 
than  the  more  soluble  nitrates.  Analyses  of  four  of  the  more  im- 
portant grades  of  the  national  product  show  as  the  percentages  of 
principal  ingredients : 


Constituents. 

Designation  o(  product. 

oc 

A 

J 

C 

Moisture 

3.97 

2S.% 
2.53 
a35 
6.30 

1.78 
.03 

6.09 

23.  M 

3.94 
.00 
8.31 

1.91 
.00 

8.J7 

22.11 

5.99 

.00 

3.27 

3.51 
.03 

6.10 

Phoaphorlc  acid: 

Total                       

22.00 

3. 55 

Soluble  in  water 

00 

e.75 

Nitrogen: 

s.oa 

Ammoniacal 

.08 

Planters  TTnable  to  Hake  Purchases. 

In  1914  the  importation  of  all  kinds  of  fertilizers  practically 
ceased.  During  the  first  nine  months  of  1914  the  imports  through 
the  port  of  Santos  fell  from  9,395  tons  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  1913  to  2,171  tons.  The  financial  depression  was  the  general 
cause  of  this  decline,  but  the  very  direct  cause  was  the  low  price  of 
coffee,  which  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  for  production  expense,  the 
planters  being  imable  to  make  purchases.  ^^ 
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There  are  many  old  plantations,  abandoned  by  their  original 
owners,  which  could  be  readily  reclaimed  by  proper  treatment,  but 
under  present  conditions  such  a  course  is  not  practicable.  The  price 
at  which  coffee  is  marketed  to-day  and  the  abundance  of  cheap 
virgin  soil  renders  such  reclamation  unprofitable. 

The  Government  is  doing  much  toward  educating  the  planters  in 
the  use  of  fertilizers.  Two  institutions,  the  Instituto  Agronomic© 
in  Campinas  and  the  Agricultural  College  in  Piricicaba,  make  spe- 
cial studies  of  fertilizers  and  their  adaptability  to  the  various  types 
of  soil  and  the  State  government  makes  free,  analyses  of  soil. 
Imports  of  Chemical  Fertilizers,  Except  Kitrates. 

Imports  into  Santos  of  all  classes  of  chemicsd  fertilizers,  except 
nitrates,  for  the  five  years  1909-1913  were:  In  1909,  55,171  pounds; 
1910,  808,110;  1911,  9,995,239;  1912,  26,467,624;  1913,  18,928,233. 
These  represented  in  value:  1909,  $1,176;  1910,  $15,061;  19li, 
$208,659;  1912,  $256,659;  1933,  $372,842.  A  very  large  proportion 
in  the  last  three  of  these  years  came  from  Germany,  figures  for  1909 
and  1910  not  showing  the  details  for  separate  countries.  A  com- 
parison of  the  first  nine  months  of  1913  and  1914  gives  these  figxires : 


Country  of  orlglxi. 

1913 

1914 

Coimtry  of  origin. 

1913 

1914 

Pontut: 

20,055 

2,244,203 

1T8,S0T 

S0,T2l 

12,456.9T6 

1,409. 12T 

4,369 

rounds. 

Portagal 

Pounb. 
165 

Pound*. 

91.413 

458.168 

260 

2.230,369 

1,295,202 

46 

225 

Unfted  KiBffdom. 

Pwlt7^rl«id 

1,«5T 
20 

Another 

90,000 

Total 

NetherlMidsii !.!.!! 

16,383,100 

4,165,683 

Italy 

Imports  of  Kitrates  and  Valves. 

Imports  of  nitrates  into  Santos  for  the  five  years,  with  their  values, 
were:  In  1909,  196,189  pounds,  $11,648;  1910,. 718,491,  $42,307;  1911, 
834,831,  $33,763 ;  1912, 1,150,601,  $45,731 ;  1913,  2,457,060,  $88,857.  A 
comparison  of  the  quantities  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1913  and 
1914  shows: 


Cotmtrtes  of  origin. 

1013 

1914 

ChflB          

Pound*. 

1,985,853 
189,289 
223,379 

Pound*. 

110,513 
54,192 

ITnited  Kingdom ♦..• 

14,499 

Italy  .  I 

^ 

220 

Total 

2,398,321 

179,424 

Guano  or  animal  fertilizers  were  imported  during  the  five-year 
period  in  these  amounts  and  values:  1909,  2,162,  $58;  1910,  70,458, 
$2,009;  1911,  110,689,  $3,096;  1912,  100,431,  $2,994.  There  were  no 
imports  of  guano  or  animal  fertilizers  during  1913  or  the  first  nine 
months  of  1914. 

In  calculating  the  values  of  the  imports,  the  paper  milreis  was 
reduced  to  gold  milreis  on  the  basis  of  .593  gold  reis  to  1  paper 
mih-eis  for  1909,  1910,  1911,  1912,  and  1913.  The  calculation  for 
1914,  however,  is  made  directly  from  the  governmental  statistics  for 
gold  values  of  imports.  Irj  all  cases,  thfr  gold  milreis  is  converted 
into  United  States  currency  at  the  rate  of  54.6  cents  to  the  gold 
milreis. 
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THE  FISHEEIE8  OF  SAVBE. 

tConsuI  John  Ball  Osborne,  Havre,  France,  July  1.1 

The  fisheries  of  Havre,  while  important,  represent  a  secondary  in- 
dustry that  attracts  but  little  public  attention.  This  is  in  accordance 
with  the  rule  that  an  important  commercial  port  is  rarely,  if  ever, 
an  important  fishery  port,  since  the  development  of  commerce  is 
detrimental  to  the  development  of  the  fisheries. 

In  fact,  this  local  industry  excites  so  little  interest  that  the  latest 
published  statistics,  which  have  just  been  issued,  relate  to  the  year 
1912.  From  this  source  it  appears  that  in  that  year  there  were  in  the 
whole  of  France  28,746  maritime  fishermen  registered  and  that  the 
value  of  the  product  taken  from  the  sea  was  $25,715,755.  In  the 
same  year  the  fishing  fleet  of  Havre  was  manned  by  only  288  persons 
and  the  value  of  its  catch  was  $198,183. 

Activity  Daring  Herrinir  Season — Havre  Fleet. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  outlying  waters  of  the  harbor,  particularly 
in  the  estuary  of  the  Seine,  are  often  the  scene  of  much  activity.  In 
the  herring  season,  which  usually  begins  in  February  or  March  and 
lasts  about  one  month,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  p.  float  of  200  or  more 
boats  belonging  to  Havre,  Honfleur,  Trouville,  Fecamp,  Dieppe,  and 
Treport,  with  a  few  large  trawlers  from  as  far  away  as  Boulogne. 
The  following  statistics,  however,  relate  only  to  boats  registered  in 
Havre: 

The  Havre  fishing  fleet  is  composed  of  3  steam  vessels  having  an 
aggregate  value  of  $64,655  and  a  tonnage  of  573;  4  boats  propelled 
mechanically,  valued  at  $2,895,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  12;  and  186 
sailing  boats,  with  an  aggregate  valuation  of  $15,825  and  a  tonnage 
of  580.  This  fleet,  therefore,  consists  of  193  boats  of  a  total  registered 
tonnage  of  1,165,  and  a  valuation  of  $83,375.  The  value  of  Uie  fish- 
ing equipment  is  $16,320. 

Only  Beglstered  nshermen  Kay  Sell  Cateh. 

By  the  terms  of  the  French  law  regulating  this  industry  the  regis- 
tered sailors  or  fishermen  are  the  only  ones  authorized  to  sell  their 
catch.  In  this  port,  in  addition  to  the  288  registered  fishermen,  there 
ore  120  persons  who  were  engaged  in  the  industry  on  the  quays  and 
in  the  discharge  of  the  boats.  An  interesting  point  is  that  the  total 
catch  of  the  Havre  fishermen  is  consumed  in  the  city  of  Havre,  while 
the  bulk  of  the  catch  of  the  fishermen  from  neighboring  French  ports' 
is  shipped  through  Havre  to  Paris. 

ITie  product  of  the  Havre  fleet  engaged  in  the  deep-sea  fisheries  in  the 
English  Channel  in  1912  was  198,416  pounds  of  herring  caught  with 
the  net,  representing  a  value  of  $11,966;  330,693  pounds  of  mackerel 
caught  with  the  drag  net  and  having  a  value  of  $16,019 ;  and  1,433,005 
pounds  of  various  other  fish,  sold  at  $55,391.  The  coastwise  fisheries 
of  the  Havre  fleet  in  the  ^stuary  of  the  Seine  and  in  the  roadstead  of 
Havre  yielded,  in  the  year  under  consideration,  212,856  pounds  of 
herring  taken  with  the  net  and  having  a  value  of  $10,663;  438,114 
pounds  of  mackerel  taken  with  the  drag  net  and  line,  and  sold  at 
$18,059;  1,588,761  pounds  of  various  other  fish  taken  with  nets,  esti- 
mated at  $72,282;  and  8,212  pounds  of  shrimps  taken  with  the  drag 
net  in  the  estuary,  having  a  value  of  $614. 
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Shellfiih — New  Boats. 

The  fishermen  of  Harfleur,  Trouville,  and  Honfleur  furnish  the 
bulk  of  the  supply  of  shrimps  sold  in  the  market  of  Havre.  The 
local  fleet  in  1912  caught  off  the  coast  of  Bleville  2,094  pounds  of 
lobsters,  valued  at  $405,  as  well  as  45,822  pounds"  of  different  shell- 
fish taken  in  the  same  waters  and  representing  a  value  of  $3,470. 
There  are  no  oyster  beds  at  Havre,  but  36  fishermen  of  the  local 
fleet  took  during  the  period  September  1  to  June  15,  1912,  from  the 
oyster  beds  of  Dives  and  the  roadstead  of  Havre  428,400  oysters, 
which  were  sold  for  $6,948.  Eight  of  the  Havre  fishing  boats  are 
registered  for  the  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  the  industry.  Dur- 
ing the  period  April  1  to  September  1,  1912,  five  Havre  fishermen 
gathered  by  hand  on  the  bank  of  the  Katier  8,116  bushels  of  mussels, 
representing  a  value  of  $372. 

Fishing  was  also  done  by  10  registered  fishermen  within  the 
various  basins  of  the  port  of  Havre,  who  landed,  in  the  year  im- 
der  review,  2,921  pounds  of  eels,  yielding  $235;  1,157  pounds  of 
mullet,  yielding  $119;  and  20,393  pounds  of  various  other  fish,  repre- 
senting a  value  of  $1,640.  Even  fishing  by  shore  is  carried  on  by 
registered  fishermen,  12  of  whom  caught  6,181  pounds  of  various  fish, 
which  brought  $235,  and  1,819  pounds  of  shrimps,  valued  at  $162. 

Thirteen  fishing  boats,  with  a  total  registered  tonnage  of  54  and 
a  valuation  of  $10,468,  were  built  in  Havi-e  during  1912. 


AN  OFENING  FOB  CAPITAL  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wtnslow,  Auckland,  June  21.] 

There  should  be  openings  in  New  Zealand  for  capital  in  financing 
imdertakings  and  floating  Government  and  municipal  loans,  accord- 
ing tp  tlie  following  taken  from  the  New  Zealand  Herald,  a  leading 
daily  of  this  city : 

"  with  the  closing  of  the  London  money  market,  that  fertile  channel  of  supply 
of  our  local  fiunncial  requirements  has  become  absolutely  sealed,"  said  Mr.  H. 
Beaucbamp  at  the  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Banlt  of  New  Zealand 
in  Wellington  yesterday.  "  We  have  consequently  no  loan  flotations  to  chronicle 
on  thi»  occasion.  For  the  information  of  those  local  bodies  who  may  have 
schemes  of  expenditure  In  prospect,  I  may  soy  that,  opart  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  war's  duration,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  exceedingly  unlikely  that  the 
Loudon  money  market,  even  after  the  termination  of  hostilities,  will  become 
favorable  for  the  Isstie  of  loans  for  some  time.  The  demand  for  capital  to 
make  good  the  destrnction  that  has  been  wrought  by  the  war  will  be  enoruious, 
and  the  sources  of  supply  will,'  to  some  extent,  have  run  dry.  It  is,  therefore, 
only  reasonable  to  assume  that  it  moy  be  some  years  before  the  financial 
equilibrium  is  restored  and  normal  conditions  again  prevail.  In  any  case,  when 
considering  the  question  of  loan  flotations,  borrowers  will  no  doubt  have  to 
readjust  their  ideas  as  to  rates,  for  when  London  loans  asaln  become  possible 
there  is  bound  to  be  a  great  rush  for  applications,  and  tijls  naturally  will  re- 
sult in  lenders  demanding  higher  rates  then  those  which  in  recent  years  they 
have  been  ready  to  accept." 

The  above  is  accepted  here  as  the  conditions  that  must  be  met  and 
the  business  interests  are  governing  themselves  accordingly.  A  beet- 
sugar  plant  is  imder  consideration ;  important  harbor  improvements 
at  Auckland  are  contemplated;  the  New  Zealand  Government  is  con- 
sidering a  loan;  and  there  are  minor  schemes  under  consideration 
that  wiU  call  for  capital  to  the  total  of  several  millions  of  dollars. 
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DECISIONS  OF  COTTSTS  APFECTINO  LABOK. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  just  issued  its  an- 
nual review  of  court  decisions  affecting  labor  as  its  Bulletin  No.  169. 
Approximately  265  decisions  are  summarized,  dealing  with  the  appli- 
cation and  construction  of  the  laws  or  with  the  application  of  the 
principles  of  the  common  law  to  the  rights  and  relations  of  the 
worker. 

Decisions  of  outstanding  importance  which  are  reviewed  in  this 
bulletin  include  the  final  opinions  of  the  appellate  and  Supreme 
Courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  famous  Danbury  Hatters'  Case, 
holding  members  of  unions  personallv  liable  for  damage  from  boy- 
cotts; the  dissolution  of  the  famous  injunction  in  the  case  of  John 
Mitchell  against  the  Hitchman  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  AVest  Virginia, 
and  holding  labor  unions  legal ;  and"  the  Supreme  Court's  opinion  in 
the  Coppage  case,  overthrowing  the  law  of  Kansas,  which  undertook 
to  protect  workmen  in  their  memberehip  in  labor  organizations.  In 
the  last-named  case  the  dissenting  opimon,  which  defended  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  act,  is  also  given. 

The  largest  group  of  cases  on  a  single  subject  is  that  relating  to 
the  new  form  of  legislation  known  as  workmen's  compensation  laws. 
The  decisions  on  this  subject  range  from  questions  of  constitution- 
ality, decided  adversely  in  the  case  of  the  Kentucky  statute  and 
favorably  in  other  State  courts,  to  the  determination  of  definitions 
or  of  single  points  of  dispute.  In  considering  occupational  diseases, 
for  instance,  the  Massachusetts  courts  hold  lead  poisoning  to  be 
within  the  State  act,  providing  for  compensation  for  "  personal  in- 
juries arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  employment,"  while  the 
Michigan  courts,  under  the  provisions  of  a  State  law  similarly  ex- 
pressed, hold  that  a  case  of  lead  poisoning  is  not  entitled  to  compen- 
sation. An  optic  neuritis,  induced  by  inhaling  poisonous  gases,  was 
also  compensated  in  Massachusetts,  while  in  New  Jersey  the  court 
disallowed  a  claim  on  account  of  eczema  said  to  be  caused  by  acids 
used  in  a  bleachery.  Other  decisions  relate  to  the  mode  of  computing 
benefits,  the  definition  of  the  term  "  casual  employment,"  what  con- 
stitutes dependency,  wiUful  act,  incapacity,  etc.  Taken  in  connection 
with  an  earlier  bulletin  on  the  same  general  subject,  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  has  here  presented  one  of  the  most  complete  collec- 
tions of  cases  on  American  compensation  laws  in  existence. 

Another  important  group  of  decisions  in  a  related  field  is  of  those 
determining  the  application  of  the  Federal  liability  statute  to  dif- 
ferent classes  of  railroad  employments.  Several  cases  are  found 
which  turn  on  the  nature  of  the  employment  of  the  injured  person, 
i.  e.,  whether  in  interstate  commerce  or  not.  The  courts  are  not  uni- 
form in  their  construction  of  this  statute,  but  among  the  employments 
found  to  be  within  the  act  were  those  of  a  blacksmith  repairing  cars 
used  in  interstate  commerce,  a  telegraph  lineman  engaged  in  repair 
work,  workmen  installing  block-signal  systems,  a  carpenter  building 
an  addition  to  a  freight  shed,  a  laborer  carrying  coal  to  heat  a  shop 
in  which  interstate  cars  were  being  repaired,  eta  Employments, 
which  according  to  the  decisions  were  excluded,  were  workmen  con- 
structing cut-offs  for  shortening  interstate  trackage,  a  hostler  killed 
by  the  explosion  of  the  boiler  of  a  locomotive  whose  last  run  was  in- 
trastate, and  a  switch-engine  fireman  who  was  at  the  moment  ban- 
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dling  only  intrastate  cars,  though  his  work  regularly  involved  the 
handling  of  both  classes  of  commerce  indiscriminately. 

Other  classes  of  Federal  laws  that  received  considerable  atten- 
tion in  the  court  decisions  are  those  limiting  the  hours  of  service  of 
railroad  employees  and  requiring  the  supply  and  maintenance  of 
safety  appliances. 

Other  interesting  cases  are  one  that  grew  out  of  the  textile  work- 
ers' strike  in  Massachusetts,  in  which  the  accountability  of  the  col- 
lectors of  a  fund  intended  for  the  relief  of  strikers'  families  was 
affirmed ;  one  connected  with  the  bridge  workers'  campaign  against 
nonunion  employers,  involving  the  transportation  of  explosives  in 
interstate  trains;  a  murder  trial  growing  out  of  the  incitement  of  a 
strike  leader  urging  his  followers  to  prevent  arrests  in  the  hop 
pickers'  strike  in  California;  and  a  question  of  the  validity  of  a 
sentence  of  a  military  court  during  the  disturbances  among  the 
miners  of  Silver  Bow  County,  Mont. 

The  power  of  an  employers'  association  to  enforce  its  rules  is 
maintained  in  a  case  in  which  such  an  association  was  held  by  the 
court  to  be  entitled  to  recover  from  one  of  its  members  the  sum  of 
$5,000  as  damages  for  his  defection  in  a  struggle  against  closed-shop 
contracts.  In  connection  with  this  may  be  mentioned  a  case  de- 
ciding the  illegality  of  a  combination  in  restraint  of  trade  under- 
taken and  carried  on  by  an  association  of  retail  lumber  dealers  by 
blacklisting  wholesale  dealers  who  sold  directly  to  the  consumer. 

The  minimum  wage  law  of  Oregon  is  noted  in  this  Bulletin  as  the 
first  law  of  this  class  to  receive  judicial  consideration,  being  upheld 
by  the  supreme  court  of  that  State.  From  this  decision  an  appeal 
has  since  been  taken  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 


AXEMCAS  FBUIT  FBEFESSED. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  July  10.] 

The  Fruit  Growers'  Convention  of  the  Provinces  of  British 
Columbia  and  Alberta  adjourned  to-day,  after  a  session  of  four 
days. 

After  a  full  investigation  of  methods  of  distributing  British  Co- 
lumbia fruit,  the  convention  yesterday  unanimously  indorsed  a 
resolution  recommending  the  Dominion  Parliament  to  appoint  a 
royal  commission  to  inquire  into  the  fruit  distribution  and  market- 
ing methods  of  Canada.  The  movement  is  regarded  as  the  most 
radical  one  ever  initiated  in  Canada,  and  if  the  recommendation  be 
adopted  by  the  Government  a  new  precedent  will  be  established  in 
Canadian  commerce. 

The  statement  made  by  a  Canadian,  one  of  the  largest  importers 
of  fruit  in  Canada,  regarding  the  desirability  of  fruit  imported  from 
the  United  States  and  sold  in  Calgary  at  the  rate  of  a  carload  a  day, 
in  spite  of  duty,  war  tax,  and  freight,  in  preference  to  British  Colum- 
bia produce,  provoked  some  questions  and  criticisms  from  the 
growers. 

The  success  jof  the  fruit  industry  in  the  United  States  is  due,  it  was 
averred,  to  the  favorable  treatment  of  the  jobbers,  who  handle  on  an 
f.  o.  b.  basis  altogether. 
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HOMESTEADnrO  IN  THE  PHUIFFIIISS: 

IS.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Uanlla,  June  2.] 

The  Bureau  of  Lands  is  undertaking  a  special  campaign  to  stimu- 
late homestead  ing  in  the  Philippine  public  domain.  Public  land  in- 
spectors have  been  increased  by  14  men  to  reach  a  greater  number 
of  prospective  homesteaders  with  information  and  to  make  tha 
inspections  promptly.  According  to  the  Bureau  of  Lands  there 
are  26,694,500  hectares  (1  hectare=2.47  acres)  of  public  lands 
subject  to  homestead,  whereas  only  3,423  hectares  have  been  entered 
during  the  10  years  that  the  homestead  law  has  been  in  force  in  the 
islands. 

The  American  Colony. 

The  Government  agent  in  charge  of  the  Momungan  agricultural 
colony,  composed  of  Americans,  reports  that  it  is  now  in  a  fair  way 
to  prosper.  The  long-continued  drought  was  broken  early  in  May 
by  daily  showers.  The  drought  had  continued  from  the  arrival  of 
the  first  settlers  in  July,  1914,  up  to  May  of  the  current  year.  With 
the  arrival  of  the  rains  planting  and  cultivating  began  in  earnest. 
The  crops  raised  during  the  past  year  were  grown,  despite  the 
drought,  by  extreme  hard  work  and  care. 

The  homesteads  of  the  60  colonists  were  found  to  be  in  excellent 
condition  and  advanced  state  of  improvement.  The  houses  were  all 
substantially  built  and  many  of  the  homesteads  had  good  sheds  and 
shelters  for  the  work  animals  and  implements.  Each  colonist  has 
1  to  15  hectares  cleared,  plowed,  and  ready  for  planting  or  already 
planted.  In  many  instances  the  land  was  planted  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  rains  and  the  crops  are  now  nourishing.  Fifty  of  the 
60  colonists  were  interviewed,  the  others  being  away  on  business. 
All  expressed  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  venture  in  spite  of  the 
prolonged  drought.  The  health  conditions  of  the  colony  were  ex- 
traordinarily good,  scarcely  any  sickness  having  occurred.  Only 
one  death  has  oeen  registered  in  the  10  months  of  the  colony'3  ex- 
istence, and  that  was  of  a  very  young  infant.  The  colony  is  laid  out 
on  a  fertile  plateau  about  1,000  feet  above  sea  level.  There  is  an 
abundance  ot  water  from  the  Agusan  River,  which  flows  through  the 
colony.  The  climate  is  such  that  a  native  of  the  temperate  zone 
can  labor  in  the  field  eight  hours  a  day  without  experiencing  any 
hardship.  The  colony  also  has  the  advantage  of  a  plentiful  supply 
of  timber  available  for  building  material  and  firewood. 

Aid  by  the  Qovemment  Bank. 

The  management  of  the  Crovemment  Agricultural  Bank  of  the 
Philippines  has  matured  plans  by  which  the  interest  rate  on  loans 
will  be  reduced  from  8  per  cent  to  7  per  cent  per  annum.  The  bank 
was  organized  about  six  years  ago  by  the  Government  in  hope  that 
its  operation  would  teach  the  people  the  advantages  of  such  a  banking 
institution  to  assist  farmers  and  with  the  expectation  that  after  the 
institution  had  been  operating  long  enough  to  allow  capitalists  to 
see  that  it  was  a  success  private  capital  would  take  it  over  and  permit 
the  Government  to  retire  from  the  banking  business  and  still  leave 
an  institution  of  great  assistance  to  the  farmers. 
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The  first  loana  were  made  on  5-yeat  terms  at  8  per  cent.  Many 
of  these  loans  are  now  falling  due.  Instead,  however,  of  collecting 
the  full  amount  of  the  loans,  the  hank  management  has  decided  to 
collect  only  20  per  cent  of  such  loans  from  persons  desiring  to  con- 
tinue them,  extending  the  remainder  of  each  loan  over  a  new  period 
of  10  years,  with  interest  at  7  per  cent,  making  one-tenth  of  the 
principal  payable  each  year. 

The  bank  is  capitalized  at  $500,000.  It  has  about  $2,500,000  pro- 
vincial government  funds  on  deposit,  which,  together  with  other  de- 
posits, which  it  is  permitted  to  loan  to  a  limited  degree,  it  has  a 
Working  capital  of  about  $4,000,000.  All  provincial  government 
ftmds  on  fixed  deposit  with  the  bank  draw  3J  per  cent  interest  where 
the  time  fixed  is  one  year  and  at  the  rate  of  2J  per  cent  for  less  than 
one  year.  Wherever  commercial  banks  are  prepared  to  handle  the 
business  the  Agricultural  Bank  withdraws.  Originally  the  bank  was 
allowed  to  loan  only  20  per  cent  of  its  funds,  but  recently  an  order 
was  signed  by  the  Governor  General  raising  the  limit  to  35  per  cent. 


SWEDISH  BOXTTE  TO  BXJSSIA. 

[Consul  0«neral  Ernest  L.  Harris,  StocidioliD,  Sweden,  July  1.] 

Inasmuch  as  commerce  through  Archangel  is  practically  limited  to 
Eussian  Government  orders,  commercial  interests  in  the  United 
States  may  be  interested  in  knowing  something  about  other  routes 
that  may  be  feasible  for  private  commerce.  Lspecially  is  this  the 
case  when  one  takes  into  consideration  that  sending  merchandise  by 
w^  of  Vladivostok  is  not  only  expensive  but  slow. 

The  western  routes  open  may  be  indicated  as  follows : 

(1)  New  York-Bergen,  by  way  of  the  Norwegian  Steamship  Co.; 
Bergen-Stockholm,  Wasa,  or  Baumo,  in  Finland,  and  thence  to  any 
point  in  Russia. 

(2)  New  York-Narvik,  in  northern  Norway;  Kemi  and  Gamlft 
Karleby,  in  Sweden,  Haparanda,  and  thence  to  any  point  in  Finland 
or  Russia.    This  route  is  difficult  and  not  much  used. 

(3)  New  York-Christiania,  by  the  Scandinavian  Steamship  Co., 
thence  to  Stockholm,  Wasa,  or  Baumo,  and  all  points  in  Finland  and 
Bnssia. 

Certain  firms  in  Stockholm  [the  names  of  which  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices]  will  undertake  to  send  American  merchandise  in  transit  to 
Russia.  Direct  inquiries  to  these  firms  will  bring  the  latest  reliable 
information  on  the  subject. 


BXrSSIAir  OBAIN  GBOPS. 


A  report,  dated  June  23,  1915,  from  the  International  Institute 
of  Agriculture  at  Rome  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture forecasts  the  1915  harvest  of  winter  wheat  in  European 
Russia  (54  Governments)  as  301,508,000  bushels,  and  the  winter 
rye  crop,  941,736,000  bushels.  These  are  increases  over  last  year  of 
4<).3  and  19.6  per  cent,  respectively.  The  figures  refer  apparently  to 
all  European  Russia,  except  Poland. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


434  COMMEBCE  BBPOBTS. 

BEOUIATION  FAVOBS  DOMESTIC  BHIS  OP  EZCHASGE. 

The  use  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  in  the  United  States  is  facili- 
tated by  a  new  regulation  issued  by  the  Federal  Reserve  Board,  in 
which  "  trade  acceptances  "  are  dealt  with  as  a  distinct  class  of  com- 
mercial paper,  for  which  the  board  is  prepared  to  approve  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  discount  rate  somewhat  lower  than  that  applicable  to 
other  commercial  paper,  provided  the  paper  is  indorsed  by  a  member 
bank,  accompanied  by  waiver  of  demand  notice  and  protest. 

This  action  by  the  Reserve  Board  meets  a  demand  which  has  al- 
ready been  recognized  by  business  men  of  the  United  States.  One 
manufacturing  concern  has  written  to  the  Department  of  Commerce 
advocating  a  wider  use  of  this  class  of  paper  as  a  substitute  for  notes 
or  the  open  account  in  commercial  transactions.  Special  stress  was 
laid  by  this  corporation  in  its  communication  upon  the  desirability 
that  American  bankers  should  study  in  a  comprehensive  way  the 
business  advantages  of  the  domestic  bill  of  exchange.  Attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  its  use  prevailed  generally  throughout 
practically  all  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
Will  Aid  Banking  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Under  the  ^stem  heretofore  commonly  used  in  the  United  States, 
in  the  view  of  the  writer  of  the  communication,  the  seller  of  goods 
has  been  practically  an  involuntary  banker  for  the  buyer,  and  it  was 
his  opinion  that  banking  and  domestic  commerce  would  take  a  great 
leap  forward  if  the  open  account  and  the  note  system  were  super- 
seded by  the  class  of  paper  in  use  in  other  nations. 

Sixty  or  seventy  years  ago  domestic  bills  were  more  widely  used  in 
the  United  States  than  at  present.  The  change  was  then  made  to 
the  system  prevailing  in  recent  years,  which  is  not  in  vogue  else- 
where, with  some  exceptions  in  Canada. 

The  wider  use  of  the  domestic  bill  will  depend,  as  a  rule,  upon  the 
attitude  of  the  bankers,  who  will  govern  the  practice  by  the  fact  as 
to  which  kind  of  paper  they  make  most  profitable  to  the  business 
man.  The  draft,  it  is  recognized,  makes  a  neater  transaction  and 
tends  to  give  the  lowest  rate  of  interest  to  the  borrower  at  the  bank, 
as  the  accepted  draft  can  be  discounted  at  smaller  interest.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  found  that  in  some  instances  the  American  business 
man  likes  the  discoimt  that  he  is  able  to  get  on  the  open-account 
s;  ..tom. 

Zncreaies  Service  of  Federal  Beserve  Banks. 

In  promulgating  Regulation  P,  dealing  with  trade  acceptances,  the 
board,  through  its  governor,  Charles  S.  Hamlin,  and  its  secretary', 
H.  Parker  WiUis,  expresses  the  belief  that  it  will  considerably  en- 
large the  scope  of  service  of  the  Federal  reserve  banks  and,  incident- 
ally, assist  in  developing  a  class  of  "  double-name  "  paper  which,  it 
says,  "  has  shown  itself  in  so  many  countries  a  desirable  form  of  in- 
vestment and  an  important  factor  in  modern  commercial  banking 
systems."  Regulation  P  defines  this  class  of  paper,  gives  the  condi- 
tions under  which  it  is  eligible  for  rediscount,  and  prescribes  the 
method  of  certifying  eligibility  in  these  terms : 

In  this  regulation  the  term  "trade  acceptance"  Is  defined  as  a  bill  of  ex- 
change of  the  character  hereinafter  described,  drawn  to  order,  having  a  definite 
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maturity  and  payable  in  dollars  in  the  United  States,  the  obligation  to  pay 
which  has  been  accepted  by  an  acknowledgment,  written  or  stumiied,  and  signed, 
across  the  face  of  the  instrument  by  the  company,  firm,  corporation,  or  person 
upon  whom  it  is  drawn;  such  agreement  to  be  to  the  effect  that  the  acceptor 
wiU  pay  at  maturity,  according  to  its  tenor,  such  draft  or  bill  without  qualify- 
ing conditions. 

A  trade  acceptance  to  be  eligible  for  rediscount  under  section  13,  with  a 
Federal  reserve  bank  at  the  rate  to  be  established  for  trade  acceptances,  (a) 
must  be  indorsed  by  a  member  bank,  ncconipauied  by  waiver  of  demand  notice 
and  protest;  (6)  must  have  a  maturity  at  the  time  of  disc<)uut  of  not  mote 
than  90  days;  (c)  must  tie  accepted  by  the  purchaser  of  goods  sold  to  him  by 
the  drawer  of  the  bill,  and  the  bill  must  have  been  drawn  against  indebtedness 
expressly  Incurred  by  the  acceptor  in  the  purcliase  of  such  goods. 

A  trade  acceptance  must  bear  on  Its  face  or  be  accompanied  b.v  evidence  in 
form  satisfactory  to  the  Federal  reserve  bank  that  it  was  draw^n  by  the  seller 
of  the  goods  on  the  purchaser  of  such  goods.  Such  evidence  may  consist  of  a 
certificate  on  or  accompanying  the  acceptance,  to  the  following  effect:  "The 
obligation  of  the  aceptor  mt  this  bill  arises  out  of  the  purchase  of  goods  from 
the  drawer."  Such  certificate  may  be  accepted  by  the  Federal  reserve  bank  as 
sufficient  evidence ;  provided,  however,  that  the  Federal  reserve  bank,  in  its  dis- 
cretion, may  inquire  into  the  exact  nature  of  the  transaction  underlying  the 
acceptance. 

Regulations  Belating  to  Commercial  Paper. 

Eegulations  relating  to  coJiiinercial  paper  which  were  issued  by 
the  Federal  Reserve  Board  on  January  25,  1915,  gave  the  following 
definition : 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board,  exercising  its  statutory  right '  to  define  the 
character  of  a  bill  eligible  for  rediscount  at  a  Federal  reserve  bank,  has 
determined : 

(a)  That  it  must  be  a  bill,  the  proceeds  of  which  have  been  used  or  are  to  be 
used  In  producing,  purchasing,  carrying,  or  marketing  goods  In  one  or  more  of 
the  steps  of  'the  process  of  production,  manufacture,  and  distribution. 

(  B)  That  no  bill  is  "  eligible  "  the  proceeds  of  which  have  been  used  or  are  to 
be  used — 

(1)  For  permanent  or  fixed  Investments  of  any  kind,  such  as  land,  buildings, 
machinery  (including  therein  additions,  alterations,  or  other  permanent  im- 
provements, except  such  as  are  proijerly  to  be  regarded  as  costs  of  operation). 
It  may  be  considered  as  sufficient  evidence  of  compliance  with  this  requirement 
If  the  borrower  shows,  by  statement  or  otherwise,  that  he  has  a  reasonable 
excess  of  quick  assets  over  his  current  liablUtles  on  open  accounts,  short-term 
notes,  or  otherwise. 

(2)  For  Investments  of  a  merely  speculative  character,  whether  made  in 
goods  or  otherwise. 

The  Reserve  Board  also  states  in  its  bulletin  that  the  word  "  goods," 
when  used  in  this  regulation,  shall  be  construed  to  include  goods, 
wares,  merchandise,  or  staple  agricultural  products,  including  live 
stock. 

It  is  also  provided  that  statements  of  the  borrower  s  financial  con- 
dition may  oe  waived  where  bills  offered  for  rediscount  have  been 
discounted  by  member  banks  for  any  of  their  depositors  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases:  (1)  If  the  bill  bears  the  signatures  of  the  purchaser 
and  the  seller  of  the  goods  and  presents  prima  facie  evidence  that 
it  was  issued  for  goods  actually  purchased  or  sold;  or  (2)  if  the 
aggregate  amount  of  obligations  of  such  depositor  actually  redis- 
counted  and  offered  for  rediscount  does  not  exceed  $5,000,  but  in  no 
event  a  sum  in  excess  of  10  per  cent  of  the  paid-in  capital  of  the 
member  bank;  or  (3)  if  the  bill  be  specifically  secured  by  approved 
warehouse  receipts,  covering  readily  marketable  staples. 
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LACK  OF  TONNAGE  HITS  WOOD-PULP  INDUSTET. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  July  1.] 

In  the  production  of  wood  pulp  the  situation  in  the  grinding  mills 
in  the  middle  and  southern  parts  of  Sweden  is  unchanged  on  the 
whole.  During  the  first  part  of  May  there  was  a  slight  decrease  in 
the  purchases,  but  during  the  last  fortnight  the  demand  has  in- 
creased, and  some  sales  have  been  made  for  prompt  delivery  at  un- 
changed prices — about  $23  to  $24  per  metric  ton  (2,204.6  tons),  net 
f.  o.  b.  Gothenburg,  for  dry  pulp,  and  about  $9  to  $10  net  f.  o.  b. 
Gothenburg,  for  wet  pulp;  all  inclusive  of  the  usual  agent's  com- 
mission. 

The  situation,  however,  is  less  favorable  for  the  grinding  mills 
situated  in  Norrland  because  the  lack  of  tonnage  in  the  Baltic,  as 
well  as  the  enormously  enhanced  freight  rates  from  there,  had  an 
adverse  effect  on  such  a  relatively  cheap  raw  material  as  wet  pulp. 
Inasmuch  as  the  grinding  mills  in  Norrland  represent  more  than 
three-fourths  of  Sweden's  wet  pulp  for  export,  and  material  of  this 
nature  can  not  stand  storing  during  the  warm  season  without  being 
damaged,  the  mill  owners  in  Norrland  are  naturally  very  anxious. 

Market  for  Chemical  Pulp. 

Since  the  British  Government  issued  an  export  prohibition  for 
coal  the  pulp  purchases  in  England  have  been  especially  brisk,  and 
the  paper  mills  there  are  anxious  to  get  as  much  Swedish  pulp  as 
possible  on  current  contracts,  but  the  lack  of  tonnage  is  a  serious 
leature.  In  order  to  facilitate,  if  possible,  the  export  of  pulp  to 
England  the  English  paper  manufacturers'  association  has  pointed 
out,  in  a  comipunication  to  the  British  Government  Board  of  Trade, 
how  the  whole  English  paper  industry  is  absolutely  dependent  on 
the  Scandinavian  wood-pulp  factories  tor  its  raw  material,  and  that 
it  is  therefore  important  that  these  factories  be  kept  going.  The 
English  paper  manufacturers  have  therefore  requested  that  export 
license  for  coal  be  granted  the  Scandinavian  wood-pulp  factories  to 
the  full  extent  of  their  requirements  without  delay. 

The  need  of  chemical  as  well  as  mechanical  wood  pulp  is  also  very 
great  in  the  French  market,  and  there  has  been  success  even  in  de- 
livering some  shipments  from  the  Baltic  to  Nantes  and  Rouen.  The 
French  paper  mills,  however,  to  a  great  extent  stand  in  need  of  neces- 
sary workmen,  and  they  must  therefore  limit  the  manufacture.  In 
consequence,  the  home  paper  industry  in  France  can  not  cover  the 
needs  of  the  country,  and  the  French  Government  has  until  further 
notice  reversed  the  duty  on  news  paper  and  ordinary  printing  paper. 

Becent  Changes  in  American  Market. 

The  American  market,  contrary  to  expectations,  has  been  very  quiet 
of  late.  One  can  notice,  however,  from  the  latest  communications, 
that  this  market  has  improved  considerably,  and  nearly  all  paper 
mills  report  now  that  they  are  getting  many  orders.  Any  increase  of 
the  import  of  wood  pulp  from  Canada  can  not  be  de{)ended  upon. 
Nearly  the  whole  import  requirements  must  be  covered  from  Sweden 
and  Norway. 

The  sulphate  market  is  comparatively  quiet,  but  the  supply  of 
sulphate  pulp  for  prompt  delivery  is  small,  and  what  is  in  the  market 
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can  easily  find  buyers  at  fixed  prices.  No  large  purchases  have  been 
made  of  late,  either  of  sulphite,  sulphate,  or  grinding  pulp,  for  de- 
livery in  1916  or  1917. 

[A  previous  report  on  the  Swedish  wood-pulp  market  was  published  In  Cou- 
MEBCE  Befobts  for  June  19,  1015.] 


VANCOXjyEB'S  EXFOBTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Cofuml  General  R.  E.  MansSeld,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Julj-  9.1 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Vancouver  to  the  United  States, 
according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  United  States  consulate,  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1915,  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
in  the  preceding  year,  represente  a  substantial  increase  for  the  present 
year,  the  total  being"  $8,553,541,  compared  with  $5,478,904  in  1914. 
The  exports  to  the  Philippines  for  the  same  periods  dropped  from 
$14,685  to  $13,243.    Among  the  principal  items  were : 


Articles. 


19U 


191S 


Articles. 


1014 


leu 


Cattle 

Bullion 

Ftali,lra3h: 

Halibut 

Salmon 

Ore: 

BUstar  copper 

Cmper 

Providons: 

Beef 

Coffee 


*200,aM 
742,916 

218,060 
S8,93B 

210,980 
830,137 

61,238 
14,630 
85,S7S 


$194,382 
551,  W2 

47,277 
27,248 

1,757,922 
747,968 

2,447 
2,060 
5,874 


ProTlsions— Continued. 

Rice 

Tea 

Rubber 

Wood  manuhetoiea: 

Flocrinc 

Logs 

Lumbar 

Paper 

ulp. 


$27,552 
29,383 


Pulp.... 
Shingles. 


103,797 
216,155 
803,509 
123,711 
1,049,924 


8157,198 

17,754 

613,163 

29,807 
S2S,in8 

473,729 

419,910 

90,663 

1,743,274 


CANASIAH  ir£WSFAP££  STATISTICS. 

[Consul  General  S.  E.  Mansfleld,  Vancouver,  July  14.] 

The  1915  edition  of  McKims  newspaper  directory  shows  a  total 
of  1,538  Canadian  publications,  classified  as  follows:  Dailies,  150;' 
triweeklies,  7 ;  weeklies,  1,065 ;  semiweeklies,  45 ;  monthlies,  250 ;  bi- 
monthlies, 3;  and  quarterlies,  18.  The  census  shows  approximately 
1  daily  for  every  10,000  families  and  1  weekly  for  every  1,500 
families  in  the  Dominion. 

The  figures  given  in  the  directoiy  show  that  the  war  has  not 
seriously  affected  the  newspapers  of  Canada.  While  the  increase  in 
new  publications  was  less  than  in  the  year  previous  to  the  beginning 
of  hostilities  and  the  rate  of  suspension  of  the  weak  ones  increased, 
most  of  the  leading  papers,  particularly  the  dailies,  show  a  healthy 
increase  in  circulation,  three  of  the  metropolitan  dailies  having 
reached  or  passed  the  hundred  thousand  mark. 

Vancouver  maintains  four  daily  newspapers,  all  published  in 
well-equipped  plants  and  provided  with  a  telegraph  service  which 
places  them  in  the  first  class.  In  addition  to  these  are  a  nimiber  of 
weekly  and  monthly  publications,  including  several  trade  papers, 
are  well  patronized,  and  have  large  circulations. 


The  18,000  regularly  established  libraries  in  the  United  States 
contain  more  thua  75,000,000  volumes,  or  an  increase  of  20,000,000 
since  1908. 
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THE  AUESICAH  WOOIrOSEASE  IHBUSTBT. 

[Commercial  Agent  F.  L,  Roberts,  Boston.] 

Wool  grease,  known  also  as  degras  and  brown  wool  grease,  is  ob- 
tained from  wool  in  the  process  of  cleaning,  and  is  used  principally 
by  tanners  for  stuffing  leather,  by  cordage  manufacturers,  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  certain  Icmds  of  lubricating  oils,  and  to  a  small  extent  in 
a  few  other  industries.  A  refined  product  known  as  lanolin  is  much 
used  in  pharmacy  in  the  preparation  of  emulsions,  ointments,  etc. 

The  United  States  has  always  depended  upon  foreign  countries 
for  the  bulk  of  crude  wool  grease  and  for  nearly  all  of  the  refined 
product.  England,  France,  Belgium,  and  Germany  are  the  main 
sources  of  supply.  During  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jime  30,  1914,  the 
United  States  imported  12,284,246  pounds  of  crude  wool  grease  and 
2,691,591  pounds  of  refined  products.  The  total  annual  imports  of 
both  articles  has  averaged  close  to  15,000,000  pounds  for  the  last  five 
or  six  years,  of  which  approximately  85  per  cent  has  been  crude  wool 
grease. 
Production  in  the  ITnited  States. 

A  1913  estimate  places  the  domestic  production  of  crude  wool 
grease  at  6,500,000  pounds,  which  is  probably  about  the  productive 
capacity  at  the  present  time.  Eefined  degras  has  been  produced  in 
the  United  States  in  the  last  few  years,  but  not  in  large  amounts,  as 
the  cost  of  manufacture  is  too  high  to  allow  the  domestic  article  to 
compete  with  the  foreign  product.  The  total  annual  consumption  of 
crude  wool  grease  in  this  country  is  estimated  at  about  19,000,000 
pounds,  of  wliich  only  35  per  cent  is  produced  by  American  mills. 

The  selling  price  of  crude  wool  grease  has  advanced  from  2  and  3 
cents  a  pound  a  year  ago  to  about  7  cents,  and  even  as  high  as  8^  cents 
within  the  last  few  months.  The  war,  of  course,  has  been  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  this  increase,  as  imports  from  the  foreign  sources  have 
decreased  from  9,628,875  pounds  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
fiscal  year  1914  to  6,076,144  pounds  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1915.  Imports  of  refined  wool  grease  for  the  same  periods  showed  a 
decline  from  1,923,375  pounds  to  454,005  pounds.  Another  cause  of 
high  prices  is  that  the  American  wool-scouring  establishments  that 
manufacture  degras  have  been  for  some  time  operating  below  capac- 
ity. The  price  of  the  materials  used  in  the  extraction  of  grease  from 
wool,  as  well  as  the  price  of  raw  wool,  has  also  risen  during  the  last 
year.  It  is  said  that  the  leather  trade  is  not  using  as  much  degras  as 
usual  because  of  the  reduced  demand  for  certain  kinds  of  leather  in 
the  manufacture  of  which  degras  is  largely  used,  and  also  because  the 
introduction  of  chrome  tanning  has  to  some  extent  lessened  the  use 
of  wool  grease.  This  slackened  demand,  however,  has  not  been  suflS- 
cient  to  prevent  the  price  of  degras  from  increasing,  and  there  is  no 
immediate  prospect  of  a  decline. 

The  wool-grease  industry  is  peculiar  in  that  it  has  been  largely 
created  in  foreign  countries,  and  to  some  extent  in  the  United  States, 
by  legislation  prohibiting  the  wool  scourers  from  running  the  grease 
into  the  rivers  and  streams.  Few  mills  have  gone  into  the  manu- 
facture of  wool  grease  with  the  expectation  of  making  a  profit,  as 
the  cost  of  manufacture,,  especially  in  this  country,  is  stated  to  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMBBCB  BEPOBTS.  439 

2  to  3  cents  a  pound,  while  the  selling  price  in  the  United  States 
has  averaged  about  2^  cents  a  pound.  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of 
the  producers  that  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  are  making  profits 
at  this  time,  they  will  not  undertake  the  erection  of  new  plants  nor 
the  enlargement  of  their  present  establishments.  They  assert  that 
in  ordinary  times  the  amount  of  wool  grease  produced  in  this  coun- 
try and  abroad  is  amply  sufficient  for  all  needs,  and  that  imless  new 
uses  are  found  for  the  product  there  will  be  no  material  increase  in 
the  American  output. 

Both  dark  and  light  greases  are  made  in  this  country,  but  there 
is  not  sufficient  demand  for  any  one  grade  to  raise  the  price  much 
above  that  of  any  other  grade.  There  are  two  processes  that  are 
well  known — the  naphtha,  or  solvent,  process,  which  is  employed 
by  two  American  mills,  and  the  alkali,  sulphuric  acid,  or  Yorkshire 
process,  which  is  the  older  and  more  common  method. 
Xannfacture  of  Begras  in  South  America. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  it  might  be  practicable  to 
manufacture  degras  in  South  America  instead  of  sending  the  raw 
wool  to  the  United  States  or  Europe,  but  New  Englana  woolmen 
do  not  consider  the  plan  feasible.  There  is  practically  no  demand 
for  crude  wool  grease  in  South  America,  and  if  the  grease  were 
exported  to  the  United  States  and  Europe,  it  would  have  to  com- 
pete with  highly  specialized  industries.  Moreover,  the  cost  of  erect- 
ing a  first-class  degras-manufacturing  plant  is  very  high,  and  it 
requires  several  years  to  put  such  a  plant  in  operation.  Wool  scour- 
ing is  an  art,  and  many  woolen  manufacturers  insist  on  scouring  their 
own  wool,  even  though  they  do  not  reclaim  the  grease,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  sure  of  having  first-class  wool  for  spinning. 

A  complete  list  of  degras  manufacturers  in  the  united  States  and 
a  brief  description  of  the  naphtha  and  alkali  processes  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branches. 

SHIFFINa  IN  JAPAN. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama,  June  23.] 

In  reply  to  American  inquiries  asking  for  information  as  to  the 
prospects  of  additional  Japanese  steamship  service  if  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Co.  should  withdraw  from  the  Pacific,  the  Japanese 
steamship  companies  have  made  no  statement  regarding  their  inten- 
tions. 

As  already  reported  by  this  office  (see  Commerce  Eeports  of  Apr. 
6  and  May  15,  1915),  there  has  recently  been  a  great  shipbuilding 
boom  in  Japan.  Most  of  the  new  ships  being  built  are  ostensibly  for 
either  the  local  coasting  trade  or  for  the  run  to  European  ports.  No 
mention  has  been  made  of  new  ships  on  the  American  services,  nor 
will  the  Japanese  Government  grant  subsidies  for  a  greater  number 
of  ships. 

There  may  be  some  significance  in  the  rumor  of  an  amalgamation 
of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  and  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha.  It  is  also 
reported  that  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  will  double  its  present  capi- 
tal of  23,000,000  yen  ($11,454,000). 
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SWISS  TO  BUT  AHESICAN  MACHINES  DIRECT. 

[Prepared  in  American  consulate  at  Znrlcb,  Switzerland,  Jane  10.] 

Perhaps  never  before  in  the  history  of  Switzerland  has  there  ex- 
isted such  promise  for  independent  commercial  progress  as  at  present. 
The  state  of  war,  involving  the  principal  nations  of  Europe,  is  re- 
sponsible for  much  optimism  here. 

Many  Swiss  firms  which  have  been  dependent  upon  European 
representatives  in  surrounding  countries  for  products  coming  from 
the  Orient,  England,  and  America  now  look  forward  to  inctepend- 
ence  when  seeking  to  supply  their  own  demands  through  importa- 
tion. They  believe  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  will  be  mutu- 
ally advantageous  for  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  and 
Swiss  buyers  to  establish  direct  connections. 
Importer  Beeeives  Hany  Substantial  Orders. 

Increasing  demands  are  now  being  made  upon  foreign  representa- 
tives in  Switzerland  for  American  goods,  and  indications  are  that 
they  will  continue  to  grow.  One  importer  of  American  machines 
and  machine  tools  states  that  his  firm  is  receiving  many  substantial 
orders  for  American  products,  whereas  goods  manufactured  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  were  formerly  in  demand.  He  believes  that 
during  the  war  and  for  sometime  afterwards  orders  will  be  placed 
in  Switzerland  for  machinery  and  tools  which  have  previously  been 
given  direct  to  factories  in  surrounding  countries. 

Prominent  firms  in  Switzerland  representing  American  manufac- 
turers of  machinery  and  machine  tools,  upon  being  interviewed, 
stated : 

"American  experts,  or  Swiss  experts  trained  in  America,  should 
be  sent  over  to  assist  in  the  sale,  and  especially  in  the  installation 
and  operation  of  machines.  They  should  provide  their  customers 
with  full  particulars  for  tooling  and  operating  the  machines  to  their 
utmost  capacity.  They  could  study  the  wants  and  take  special 
notice  of  the  various  requirements  or  the  countries  they  visit. 

"  The  experts  should  be  paid  by  the  American  firms,  unless  special 
agreement  is  made  with  the  agent  to  pay  him  for  special  work  or 
in  case  of  a  longer  stay. 

Heat,  Original  Catalogues  Becommended. 

"The  American  manufacturer  should  have  neat,  original  cata- 
louges  containing  full  descriptions  of  the  machines,  with  drawings 
and  line  cuts.  Specifications  should  be  made  of  the  equipment  in- 
cluded, in  quoting  the  price  of  every  machine,  the  horsepower  re- 
quired, the  space  to  be  occupied,  the  weights,  gross  and  net,  and  the 
dimensions  of  the  boxes  for  shipment.  The  weights  and  measures 
should  be  given  in  metric  terms. 

"Any  change  made  in  the  construction  or  original  design  of  the 
machine  or  mechanism  should  be  shown,  giving  full  particulars, 
with  sectional  drawings  accompanying  the  specifications,  and  infor- 
mation as  to  the  reasons  for  the  change  should  be  stated  plainly. 

"  The  invoice  should  bear  the  marks  and  numbers  of  the  cases,  giv- 
ing weights,  dimensions  of  boxes,  shipping  line,  and  name  of  the  for- 
warding agent.  Special  care  should  be  given  to  the  boxing  of  the 
machines.  If  possible,  instructions  should  be  obtained  from  high- 
standing  firms  who  have  had  years  of  experience  in  packing  ma- 
chinery. ^  J 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


OOMHEXCB  BBPOBTS.  441 

"American  manufacturers  should  allow  a  liberal  discount  to  their 
agents  and  full  protection  in  referring  every  inquiry  to  the  respective 
representative.  This  applies  also  to  small  tools,  measuring  mstru- 
ments,  etc. 

"  The  greatest  chances  of  success  for  American  manufacturers  will 
be  in  the  originality  and  especially  in  the  high  quality  of  their  goods, 
which  have  heretofore  been  their  chief  characteristics." 

[Photographs  of  the  Interior  of  a  watch  factory  at  Tavannes,  Switzerland, 
Showing  American  machinery  and  tools  in  use,  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington,  or  Its  branch  offices.] 


VAITTE  OF  STEEL  lUFOBTS  INTO  BBAZIL. 

[Consul  Oenerol  A.  L.  M.  Qottscbalk,  Bio  de  Jaoelro,  May  20.] 

The  jear  1913  was  characterized  in  the  iron  and  steel  trade  by  in- 
flated miports  and  overstocking  of  warehouses  in  Brazil;  the  suc- 
ceeding year  (1914)  was  marked  by  a  financial  depression,  a  fluctu- 
ating currency,  and  a  sudden  cessation  of  imports  from  certain 
European  sources  after  August  4,  when  the  war  broke  out.  Neither 
1913  nor  1914  may,  therefore,  be  considered  a  normal  year  for  statis- 
tical purposes. 

Going  back,  however,  to  the  years  1910  to  1912,  the  importations 
of  the  various  classes  of  iron  and  steel  articles  showed  the  following 
average  yearly  amounts,  percentage  from  the  United  States  being 
also  given :  Bar,  rod,  plate,  and  sheet  iron,  $1,521,000, 5  per  cent;  cast, 
pig,  puddled  iron,  and  filings,  $369,000,  0.7  per  cent;  iron  and  steel 
wire,  $3,963,000,  26  per  cent;  galvanized  corrugated  sheets  of  iron 
and  steel,  $1,462,000,  11  per  cent;  iron  and  steel  axles,  wheels,  and 
parts  for  railway  cars,  $919,000,  21  per  cent;  iron  and  steel  axles 
and  wheels  for  other  vehicles,  $73,000,  26  per  cent ;  manufactures  of 
tin  plate,  $113,000,  10  per  cent;  tin  plate  in  sheets,  $1,612,000,  10 
per  cent;  staples,  nails,  screws,  and  rivets,  $523,000,  22  per  cent; 
superstructure  for  buildings,  $2,675,000,  8  per  cent;  iron  and  steel 
telephone  and  telegraph  posts  and  parts  for  bridges  and  fencing, 
$1,534,000,  22  per  cent;  rails,  plates,  and  railroad  accessories, 
$7,624,000,  18  per  cent;  tubes,  pipes,  etc.,  $2,903,000,  11  per  cent; 
bar  and  rod  steel,  $751,0OO,  10  per  cent. 


CANADA  OBOWINO. 

[Consul  Harry  A.  Conant,  Windsor,  Ontario,  July  19.] 

Canada's  population  now  exceeds  8,000,000,  according  to  a  report 
just  received  in  Windsor  from  Ottawa.  The  figure  given  is  8.075/)00, 
and  includes  soldiers  at  the  front. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  the  8,000,000  mark  has  been  passed.  The 
growth  of  population  since  the  census  was  taken  in  1911  is  officially 
estimated  at  approximately  850,000,  or  about  200,000  a  year.  The 
total  immigration  to  Canada  since  the  census  of  four  years  ago  has 
been,  in  round  numbers,  1,330,000. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  since  the  immigration  exceeds  the  esti- 
mated increase  m  population  by  nearly  500,000  there  is  still  a  consid- 
erable annual  exodus  of  Canadians  to  the  United  States  or  other 
countries. 
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BBITISH  COLUHBIA  Hiimra  ACTIVIIT. 

[Consul  General  B.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancottver,  Canada,  July  13.] 

The  annual  mineral  output  of  British  Columbia  is  valued  at 
approximately  $30,000,000,  the  figures  for  1913  exceeding  that 
amount,  while  the  product  last  year  was  some  $4,000,000  short  of  that 
of  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  minerals  pro- 
duced in  the  Province  last  year,  as  compared  with  1913,  was  due 
to  the  European  war,  which  disturbed  the  metal  markets  throughout 
the  world,  producing  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  industry  in 
British  Columbia. 

The  copper  output  of  the  Province  at  present  is  about  50,000,000 
pounds  a  year,  with  the  probability  of  an  increase  to  double  that 
amount  within  the  next  year. 

There  was  a  material  increase  in  mining  activities  in  the  Province 
during  the  first  half  of  the  present  year.  The  Granby  Co.,  which 
owns  and  operates  the  largest  mining  plants  in  British  Cohimbia, 
is  increasing  the  daily  capacity  of  its  smelter  at  Anyox  to  4,000  tons 
of  ore,  which,  with  the  additions,  will  equal  in  capacity  the  company's 
smelter  at  Grand  Forks,  British  Columbia,  the  largest  copper  smelter 
in  the  British  Empire.  The  additions  to  the  Anyox  plant  include  six 
new  furnaces,  with  a  capacity  of  700  tons  a  day  each.  The  new  fur- 
naces will  be  put  into  operation  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  and  as 
soon  as  in  commission  the  Granby  Co.  will  be  in  a  position  to  produce 
in  the  two  plants  a  total  of  over  50,000,000  poimds  of  copper  annually, 
and  will  be  the  largest  employer  of  mine  labor  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
The  company  has  developed  in  its  mines  ore  to  the  approximate  value 
of  $100,000,000,  or  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  total  mmeral  production 
of  the  Province  up  to  date.  In  addition  to  treating  by  far  the  largest 
tonnage  of  any  mining  company  in  the  Province,  the  Granby  Co. 
brings  in  ore  from  the  United  States  and  from  Alaska  for  treatment 
in  British  Columbia. 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  copper  in  the  manufacture  of  war  ma- 
terials has  increased  the  demand  for  this  valuable  metal,  and  the  out- 
look for  profitable  business  for  the  copper-mining  companies  operat- 
ing in  British  Columbia  is  promising.  The  two  principal  producers 
on  the  Pacific  coast  are  the  Granby  and  the  Britannia  companies,  and 
when  plants  now  bein^  installed  are  completed  these  companies  will 
have  a  combined  capacity  of  approximately  90,000,000  poimds  of  cop- 
per annuaUj^. 

The  principal  copper  mines  in  British  Columbia  ship  their  prod- 
ucts to  the  following  places  in  the  United  States:  Trail  to  Tacoma, 
British  Columbia  Copper  to  New  York,  Britannia  to  Tacoma,  Granby 
to  New  York,  Marble  Bay  to  Tacoma,  and  Hidden  Creek  to  New 
York. 

The  net  earnings  of  the  Granby  Co.  have  reached  an  average  of 
$300,000  a  month.  With  an  increasing  production  and  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  copper  the  profits  of  this  company  probably  will  be 
greater  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 

Over  $100,000,000  are  invested  m  mines  and  mining  properties  in 
British  Columbia,  about  four-fifths  of  which  is  controlled  by  Ameri- 
can capitalists. 

Zinc  Production. 

Zinc  production  is  assuming  increasing  importance  in  British 
Columbia,  owing  to  the  high  prices  ruling  for  the  metal  of  late. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMUCBBCE  BEPOSTS.  443 

Shipments  now  average  between  800  and  900  tons  a  month.  The  ore  is 
shipped  to  United  States  smelter  works  for  treatment,  there  being  no 
zinc-reducing  plants  in  this  Province.  The  principal  zinc  shippers 
are  Rambler,  Surprise,  and  Hewitt,  in  the  Slocan,  and  the  White- 
water and  Utica  in  the  Ainsworth  mining  districts. 


OinON  SEED  CBOF  PBOSFEGTS  IN  CANABIES. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  ;reneriflc,  Canary  Islands,  June  22.] 

With  harvesting  well  under  way,  reports  warrant  a  forecast  of 
the  1915  onion  seed  crop  in  the  Canary  Islands.  Last  year  this  con- 
stituted over  one-half  of  all  exportations  from  this  district  to  the 
United  States,  hence  the  outlook  is  important  to  American  buyers. 
The  coming  crop,  which  should  begin  moving  toward  American 
poi-ts  late  next  month,  shows  a  yield  above  the  average.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  was  considerable  underplanting. 

Orders  are  large,  and  all  dealers  report  increasing  prices  and  a 
strong  market  undertone,  due  to  buying  orders  of  unusual  size,  not 
only  from  the  United  States  but  from  Cuba  and  Argentina.  Much 
of  the  present  crop  was  grown  under  contract,  and  many  contractors 
have  already  sold  their  holdings  at  a  good  profit,  before  the  crop 
was  ready  for  delivery. 

With  the  outlook  tending  strongly  toward  a  short  supply  there  is 
a  temptation  among  some  dealers  to  mix  old  seed  with  the  new,  and 
detection  until  after  actual  sowing  is  difficult.  It  is  therefore  sug- 
gested that  American  buyers  deal  only  with  long-established  export- 
ers of  onion  seed,  who  will  allow  just  claims. 

The  most  vexing  question  this  season  will  be  securing  bottoms,  as 
freight  rates  via  British  ports  are  both  very  high  and  uncertain. 
This  has  caused  great  expense  to  American  importers,  who  have 
found  all  chances  of  profit  swallowed  up  in  war  freights.  The  route 
now  being  looked  to  by  many  large  shippers  is  via  Habana,  Cuba, 
or  directly  to  New  Orleans.  This  routing  seems  especially  favorable 
for  shipments  with  an  ultimate  southern  destination,  such  as  Texas, 
which  buys  largely  of  Canary  Island  onion  seed.  As  American  buy- 
ers of  onion  seed  must  pay  all  freight  charges,  they  should  investigate 
this  important  matter.  Unless  explicit  directions  are  given  to  snip- 
pers here,  buyers  in  the  United  States  will  often  experience  excessive 
freight  rates  and  nm  chances  of  having  damage  by  lengthy  delays  at 
intermediate  ports. 

Three  lines  have  published  sailings  from  Canary  Island  ports,  and 
all  carry  freight  and  make  either  New  Orleans  or  Habana.  They 
have  announced  the  following  sailings :  The  Pinillos  Steamship  Co., 
two  monthly  sailings;  the  General  Transatlantic  Steamship  Co.,  one 
monthly  sailing;  the  Transatlantic  Steamship  Co.,  1  monthly  sail- 
ing. These  companies  maintain  agents  in  New  Orleans  and  Habana 
and  announce  that  full  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  them. 

With  an  average  crop  in  sight  and  an  increased  demand  for  seed, 
prices  have  stiffened  considerably,  showing  a  5  per  cent  increase  as 
against  ruling  prices  on  June  1.  It  is  generally  expected  that  quota- 
tions will  advance  even  higher — due  to  imexpectedly  large  buying 
from  Cuban  and  Argentine  agencies. 


Chile's  production  of  copper  in  1914  was  45,000,000  metric  tons. 
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THE  EDUCATIONAL  STSTEH  OF  A£BE£TA. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  Jane  25.] 

The  educational  system  of  Alberta  Province  is  not  dissimilar  to 
that  of  some  Pacific  States  of  the  United  States. 

Higher  education  in  Alberta  is  provided  by  the  University  of 
Alberta,  at  Edmonton.  This  is  financed  by  the  Provincial  govern- 
ment and  administered  by  a  board  of  nine  governors  appointed  by 
the  Government  and  two  ex-oflScio  members — the  president  and  chan- 
cellor of  the  university.  The  university  educational  activities  are 
controlled  by  a  senate  consisting  of  the  chancellor  and  10  other  mem- 
bers, all  elected  by  convocation,  and  ex-officio  members  representing 
affiliated  colleges.  • 

The  faculties  in  the  university  are:  Arts  and  Sciences,  Applied 
Science,  Law,  and  Medicine.  The  curriculum  includes  classics,  mathe- 
matics, English,  history,  science,  education,  engineering,  etc.  The 
degrees  granted  are  bachelor  of  arts,  bachelor  of  science  in  arts, 
bachelor  of  science  in  applied  science,  and  bachelor  of  laws.  Pro- 
vision is  not  yet  made  for  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  only 
three  years  of  the  medical  course  being  provided  as  yet.  For  grad- 
uate students,  M.  A.  and  M.  Sc.  are  offered.  The  affiliated  colleges 
include  two  theological  schools.  Alberta  College  (Methodist)  and 
Robertson  College  (Presbyterian),  and  preparatory  schools  scat- 
tered over  the  Province  from  which  students  matriculate  for  the 
university. 
The  High  Schools. 

The  high  schools  of  the  Province  furnish  secondary  education  in 
a  4-year  course  specified  as  Grades  IX,  X,  XI,  and  XII.  Students 
who  complete  Grade  XI  with  proper  languages  are  admitted  to  the 
university.  Those  who  take  GradeXII  under  similar  conditions  are 
given  second-year  standing  in  the  university,  so  that  the  first  year 
of  the  university  and  the  final  year  of  the  high  school  are  doing 
nearly  the  same  work. 

The  technical  schools  of  the  Province  are  as  yet  only  in  their 
initial  stages.  There  is  a  small  day  technical  school  in  Edmonton 
with  about  100  students  and  a  faculty  of  7.  This  does  only  elemen- 
tary work  and  is  not  yet  in  position  to  prepare  students  for  entering 
the  course  in  applied  science  or  engineering  furnished  by  the  pro- 
vincial university.  A  similar  institution  in  Calgary — the  Prevoca- 
tional  School — is  being  developed.  An  Institute  of  Technology  and 
Art  is  proposed  for  the  city  of  Calgary  to  provide  technical  educa- 
tion. 

The  high-school  course  seems  to  have  as  objects  (a)  training 
teachers,  (6)  preparing  students  for  the  imiversity,  (c)  furnishing  a 
business  training  for  mercantile  pursuits,  (d)  furnishing  a  general 
education.  Only  a  beginning  has  yet  been  made  in  introducmg  in- 
dustrial and  technical  subjects  into  the  high  school.  This  will  prob- 
ably develop  within  the  next  few  years.  The  high-school  courses 
are  prescribed  by  the  Provincial  Department  of  Education,  and  a 
limited  option  is  allowed  in  the  choice  of  subjects. 
Administration  Throtigh  Local  Boards. 

The  schools  in  the  Province  are  administered  entirely  through  local 
boards  elected  by  the  people  of  the  separate  school  districts.  In  the 
two  larger  cities — Calgary  and  Edmonton — these  boards  consist  of 
seven,  in  towns  of  five,  and  in  rural  districts  of  three  members,  elected 
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for  two  years,  part  of  them  retiring  each  year.    The  administra- 
tion thus  delegated  to  the  local  boards  is  controlled,  however,  by  the 
provincial  Department  of  Education  in  the  courses  of  study  and 
r^ulations  issued  from  time  to  time. 
Requirements  for  Teaehert. 

Those  wishing  to  become  teachers  must  pass  the  examination  ad- 
mitting them  to  the  high-school  course.  For  a  first-class  certificate 
students  must  take  the  4-year  high-school  course  and  obtain  the 
grade  XII  diploma.  For  a  second-class  certificate  students  take  a 
3-year  course  and  obtain  a  grade  XI  diploma.  The  subjects  taken 
and  examinations  are  under  control  of  the  department  ot  education 
and  unifoim  throughout  the  Province.  The  next  course  is  at  the 
normal  school  for  professional  training,  the  two  schools  being  at 
Calgary  and  Camrose.  Two  4-months'  terms  begin  January  4  and 
August  20,  respectively.  Lectures  include  psychology,  history  of 
education,  and  methods  of  teaching.  If  successful  at  the  end  of  the 
normal  term,  each  student  receives  an  interim  certificate,  which  is 
not  made  permanent  until  the  teacher  has  taught  long  enough  to 
receive  two  satisfactory  reports  from  the  provincial  mspector  in 
whose  district  the  teaching  is  done.  No  distinction  has  yet  been 
made  between  the  teacher  holding  a  first-class  certificate  granted 
on  the  grade  XII  diploma  and  the  teacher  holding  a  first-class  cer- 
tificate granted  upon  holding  a  B.  A.  degree  from  a  recognized 
tmiversity.  Doubtless  a  higher  grade  certificate  for  high-school 
work  will  be  granted  when  the  high  schools  are  more  fully  developed. 

Teachers  from  the  United  States  whose  qualifications  are  deemed 
satisfactory  are  granted  Interim  certificates  after  attending  a  course 
of  about  five  weeks  at  the  Normal  School,  to  bring  them  into  closer 
touch  with  the  curriculum  of  the  Alberta  schools  and  with  Canadian 
civics  and  history.  Numbers  of  American  teachers  have  thus  be- 
come certificated  teachers  in  the  Province. 

All  teachers  must  have  Provincial  certificates  except  where  quali- 
fied teachers  are  not  obtainable,  when  the  Department  of  Education 
grants  one-year  permit  certificates.  This  has  supplied  a  large  num- 
ber of  rural  districts,  as  many  as  400  and  500  being  granted  permits 
in  one  year.  At  present  this  number  is  reduced  to  about  200,  and 
is  gradually  becoming  less. 

There  is  a  fair  demand  for  American  teachers  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, where  the  average  salary  is  $720,  but  not  for  high  schools. 

The  students  at  the  university  number  400  to  500,  at  high 
schools  about  3,500;  the  total  attendance  of  all  pupils  for  1913  was 
about  80,000. 

The  total  amount  spent  in  1913  for  education  in  the  Province  was 
$8,684,186,  plus  the  expenditure  of  the  University  of  Alberta. 

SinsrSAT  OBSERVAITCE  117  CANADA. 

[Consul  tlarr;  A.  Conant,  Windsor,  Ontario,  July  19.] 

Because  of  the  insistence  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario  that  the  "Lord's  Day"  act  of  Canada  be  enforced  to  the 
letter  the  Sunday  Detroit  newspapers  were  not  distributed  in  Wind- 
sor and  surrounding  territory  on  last  Sunday,  July  17,  1915.  The 
action  of  the  government  follows  a  complaint  by  the  Toronto  branch 
of  the  Lord's  Day  Alliance. 
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HTTNICIPAL  STAnsnCS  OF  AHSTESDAIL 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  June  21.1 

The  annual  booklet  issued  by  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  giving  statis- 


tical details  of  local  affairs,  which  has  just  been  published,  contains 
numerous  facts  relating  to  1914, 

The  population  increase  during  the  year  of  nearly  14,000,  to  a 
point  beyond  the  600,000  mark,  was  almost  double  the  gain  during 
each  of  several  years  just  preceding  and  more  than  double  the  annual 
gain  a  decade  ago.  (Netherlands  population  figures  were  given  in 
CoMMEKCE  Reports  for  June  25,  1915.) 

Total  municipal  receipts  and  expenditures  were  each  approxi- 
mately $18,000,000.  About  a  quarter  of  the  receipts  and  a  sixth  of 
the  expenditures  related  to  city  undertakings — gas,  electricity,  water- 
works, street  railways,  etc. 

Permits  were  granted  to  erect  2,687  houses.  The  number  of  public 
schools,  from  primary  to  high,  was  256;  of  pupils,  76,905.  Their 
total  cost  was  $2,800,000.  Besides  these  there  were  196  private, 
charity,  and  denominational  schools,  with  42,971  pupils. 

Of  the  periodicals  issued  in  Amsterdam,  18  were  dailies,  5  semi- 
weeklies,  126  weeklies,  14  biweeklies,  1  every  three  weeks,  10  semi- 
monthlies, 94  monthlies,  1  ten  times  a  year,  6  bimonthlies,  4  quarter- 
lies, 1  semiannual,  1  four  times  every  two  years,  1  six  times  every  two 
or  three  years,  and  31  irregulars;  total,  313  publications. 

The  24  leading  hotels  had  during  the  year  109,224  ^lests,  of  whom 
12,624  were  Americans.  The  number  oi  people  carried  on  the  street 
cars  was  100,951,476;  fares  received,  $1,738,000,  being  less  than  2 
cents  a  fare.  The  general  fare  is  2  cents,  but  on  certain  short 
stretches  it  is  still  less.  Other  sources  of  revenue  brought  the  total 
receipts  to  $2,093,000,  from  which,  after  paying  operating  and  main- 
tenance expenses,  $40,000  was  turned  into  tne  city  treasury  and 
$82,000  into  the  reserve  fund. 


SWEDEN  BUYS  OESUAN  COKE. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  July  1,] 

The  importation  of  coke  from  Germany  during  the  last  few 
months  has  been  exceptionally  good.  During  May  1,  1915,  16  ships 
arrived  in  Stockholm  from  German  harbors  with  about  30,000  tons 
of  coke.  This  great  coke  import  is,  of  course,  caused  by  the  high 
prices  of  coal  in  England  and  the  freights  from  there.  Many  steam- 
ers, especially  the  smallier  ones,  as  well  as  the  State  and  private  rail- 
ways, are  now  using  coke — either  alone  or  mixed  with  coal  or  wood — 
as  fuel,  apparently  with  good  results,  as  the  import  of  coke  continu- 
ally increases. 

OUVE-On  TEADE  IN  SYEIA. 

[Consul  General  W.  Stanley  UolUs,  Beirut,  Asiatic  Turkey,  May  31.) 

Locusts  did  much  harm  this  year  to  the  olive  trees  of  Syria.    This 

affects  the  new  crop,  and  prices  of  olive  oil  are  advancing.    First 

'  now  sells  at  16  cents  and  second  quality  at  15  cents  per  pound. 

'  quality  of  oil  is  offered  for  sale,  as  it  is  used  exclusively  in 

ufacture,  and  soap  manufacturers  hesitate  making  soap,  as 

ry  authorities  will  commandeer  the  soap  for  the  army. 
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nrSTJIlANCE  AGAINST  DAMAGE  BY  AIB  CBAFT. 

[Consul  General  Leo  A.  Bcrgholz,  Dresden,  Saxony,  July  1.] 

Attacks  by  aeroplanes  upon  German  cities  near  the  battle  fronts, 
especially  on  the  west,  have  created  a  demand  for  insurance  against 
injuries  from  bombs  thrown  from  them.  The  Stuttgart- Berliner  In- 
surance Co.  has  in  consequence  established  a  department  of  what 
may  properly  be  called  aerial  insurance,  the  company  issuing  poli- 
cies covering  damage  to  all  property,  real  or  movable,  caused  by 
explosive  bodies  or  other  objects  thrown  or  falling  from  flying  ma- 
chines or  caused  by  airships  or  aeroplanes  themselves  in  making  a 
volimtary  or  involuntary  landing,  or  by  parts  thereof  falling  from 
tliem.  The  policies  make  no  provisions  for  injury  to  or  loss  of  life. 
Details  of  the  insurance  or  the  rate  of  premiums  have  as  yet  not 
been  published.  

CONSVLAB  OFFICE  CHANGES. 

The  American  consulate  at  Turk's  Island,  British  West  Indies, 
was  closed  on  June  30,  and  this  district  is  now  included  in  the  con- 
sular district  of  Nassau,  Bahamas.  The  consular  agency  at  Matthew 
Town,  Bahamas,  has  been  closed,  while  the  American  consular  agen- 
cies at  Cockbum  Harbor  and  Salt  Cay,  British  West  Indies,  are  now 
included  in  the  consular  district  of  Nassau. 

Consul  John  A.  Gore,  who  was  stationed  at  Turks  Island,  has 
been  appointed  to  open  the  new  American  consulate  at  Eegina,  Can- 
ada. Business  men  of  the  United  States  who  desire  information 
concerning  trade  in  Saskatchewan  Province  should,  therefore,  ad- 
dress the  "American  Consulate,  Kegina,  Canada."  Catalogues  and 
trade  literature  should  also  be  sent  tliere. 


NAVIGATIOir  OF  THE  EUSEOEWDI  SITEB. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  steamer  Yukon  of  the  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  engaged  in  the 
continuation  of  the  survey  of  the  Kuskokwim  River,  Alaska,  reports 
that  the  steamer  Alliance,  which  transported  the  Tukon'a  party  to 
Goodnews  Bay,  has  just  returned  from  Bethel,  at  the  head  of  ocei\n 
navigation  on  the  Kuskokwim,  having  navigated  the  river  drawing 
nearly  17  feet,  which  makes  a  new  record  for  deep-draft  navigation 
on  the  Kuskokwim  River.  The  deepest  draft  heretofore  known  to 
have  been  carried  to  Bethel  was  14  feet. 

Bethel  is  about  155  miles  above  Cape  Newenham  at  the  entrance 
to  Kuskokwim  Bay.        

.    Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce. 

The  Bnrean  of  Foreign  nnd  Domestic  Commerce  maintains  branch  offices  In 
eight  commercial  centers,  where  business  men  may  more  readily  avail  themselves 
of  the  service  of  the  Bureau.  Reserved  addresses  in  connection  with  "  Foreign 
trade  opportnnlties  "  and  all  lists  of  names  offered  In  connection  with  articles 
published  In  Commebce  Repobts  may  be  obtained  from  the  nearest  ofBce  by 
application  In  letter  form.  The  list  of  offices  follows:  New  York,  Boom  409, 
Vaited  States  Cnstomhouse;  Boston,  752  OllTer  Building;  Chioago,  904  Federal 
Building;  St.  louis,  403  Third  National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  OfBce 
Bnlldlng;  Hew  Orleans,  1030  Hibernia  Bank  Building ;  San  Francisco,  306  United 
States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Under  special  arrangements 
three  commercial  organizations  cooperate  with  the  Bureau  and  perform  the 
same  services  as  branch  offices.  These  organizations  are :  Cleveland,  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  Clnclimatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  . 
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FOREIQN  TSADE  OPPOKTUMITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnreaa  and  its  brai)cl> 

oillcea.] 

Taximeters,  Xo.  17613. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  an 
opiwrtunlty  for  the  sale  of  taximeters. 

Chemicals,  etc..  No.  17614. — ^A  business  man  In  China  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of 
chemicals,  drugs,  cosmetics,  absorbent  cotton,  surgical  and  medical  Instru- 
ments, etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Elngllsh,  but  is  preferred  in  Russian, 
French,  or  German. 

AutomoWes,  Ko.  17615. — An  American  consular  officer  In  tlie  Netherlands  re- 
I)orts  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  an  American 
manufacturer  of  a  low-priced  touring  car. 

Olive  oil,  etc..  No.  17616. — A  business  man  In  Spain  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  wishes  to  find  a  market  for  green  sulphur  oil,  olive, oil, 
olives,  apricot  pulp,  preserved  vegetables,  and  other  Spanish  products. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Briigs,  No.  17617. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  from  American 
exiwrters  of  drugs.  The  firm  desires  to  pay  by  90  days'  sight  draft  or 
120  days  from  date  of  Invoice,  with  3  i>er  cent  discount  for  cash. 

Machinery,  No.  17618. — An  engineer  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  is  Interested  In  the  importation  of  agricultural,  industrial, 
and  electrical  machinery.  He  desires  catalogues  and  full  Information  at 
once.  He  Is  also  Interested  In  structural  materials  and  machinery  for  dry 
farming.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References  are  given. 

Fly  traps,  No.  17619. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  In 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  Cuba  who  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  exporters  of  devices  for  catching  flies,  such  as  traps,  etc. 

Petrol,  No.  17620. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Arabia  writes  that  he  has 
had  Inquiries  for  petrol.  He  states  that  If  satisfactory  prices  are  quoted  a 
man  in  his  district  states  that  he  will  take  500  cases  for  his  own  use  and 
pay  cash. 

Machinery  for  making  Panama,  hats.  No.  17621. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Brazil  reports  that  an  application  has  been  made  to  him  for  catalogues  of 
machinery  for  making  Panama  hats.  He  states  that  the  manufacturer  de- 
sires to  know  if  there  is  any  machine  on  the  market  for  pre|>arlng  tlie 
leaves.  Catalogues  and  communications  should  be  in  tbe  Portuguese 
language. 

Machinery,  No.  17622. — An  American  consular  officer  in  an  Insular  possession 
writes  that  there  is  a  movement  on  foot  In  his  district  to  erect  an  up-to-date 
factory  for  the  manufacture  of  superphosphate  and  sulphuric  acid  from 
the  extensive  beds  of  phos|)hate  rock  In  the  island.  Catalogues  and  detailed 
information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Grocery  and  druggists'  supplies.  No.  17623. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes 
the  Department  of  Commerce  that  one  of  its  customers  in  South  Africa  de- 
sires to  purchase  grocery  and  druggists'  supplies.    References  are  given. 

Stationery,  No.  17624. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  is  interested  in  the  importation  of  stationery, 
I)encils,  rubber  bands,  i)aper,  and  office  supplies. 

Boots  and  shoes.  No.  1762.5.— A  firm  in  Italy  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  de-sirps  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  boots  and  shoes 
for  women.  The  firm  states  that  reference  will  be  given  on  application. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
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AHEBICAN  TRADE  EZTEITSION  IN  TUNIS. 

I  Consul  General  A.  Gaulln,  Marseille,  France,  July  7.] 

It  is  i-eported  that  a  Tunis  firm  [address  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce]  has  recently  purchased 
about.  280,000  francs  ($54,040)  of  American  goods  of  various  kinds, 
including  sewing  machines,  phonographs,  typewriters,  pitch  pine, 
beer,  and  packing-house  products.  This  firm  formerly  represented 
European  manufacturers  of  sewing  machines.  Its  last  complete 
year  sales  amounted,  it  is  said,  to  2,000  machine.  It  has  made  ar- 
rangements with  two  American  sewing-machine  companies,  which 
will  supplv  the  machines  under  the  trade-mark  of  "Dianant"  reg- 
istered in  I'unisia.  One  contract  is  for  5,000  machines,  500  of  which 
are  already  on  the  way  to  Tunis. 


CIBCTTIAS  TO  TEE  HEHF  TRADE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  is  in  receipt 
of  the  following  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philip- 
pine Islands,  dated  July  23 : 

Nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen  stock  on  hand  July  14  consists  of  20,C02  bales 
of  abaca  and  1,353  bales  maguey;  of  the  above  about  2,000  bales  are  pacol  and 
1,000  bales  strings;  271  bales  abaca  and  201  bales  mnguey  destroyed  by  fire; 
balance  will  be  reclassified  before  export. 


Visit  of  French  Dealer  Postponed. 

Mr.  Justin  Worms,  of  the  Paris  firm  of  Worms  &  Irmaos,  10  Ruo 
Lafayette,  who,  it  was  announced  through  the  Foreign  Trade  Op- 
poi-tunity  No.  16846,  would  visit  the  United  States  to  secure  agencies 
lor  jewelry  and  other  lines,  is  imable  to  make  the  journey  at  this 
time.  Letters  for  him  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  have  been  forwarded  to  his  new  place  of  business  in 
Paris,  14  Rue  Pelouze. 
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STTOAS  HACHHSTEBY  FOB  CXnSA. 

[Conaal  P.  HerrUI  ■  GrUBtb,  S«nUago,  Joly  13.] 

The  prosperity  of  eastern  Cuba  depends  chiefly  on  its  sugar  pro- 
duction. While  the  European  war  has  seriously  affected  the  commerce 
of  many  countries,  the  reverse  is  true  in  Cuba ;  in  fact,  the  continual 
advimce  in  the  price  of  sugar  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  has 
been  the  salvation  of  many  leading  planters  and  manufacturers  in 
this  section. 

Bains  have  been  abundant  and  this  season's  output  is  very  satis- 
factory. Tliis  promises  well  for  an  increased  demand  for  sugar  and 
agricultural  machinery,  electrical  supplies,  and  other  materials  used 
on  the  large  plantations  and  in  the  mills,  as  in  many  cases  the  instal- 
lation of  new  machinery  and  many  needed  improvements  have  been 
deferred  for  several  years  on  account  of  lack  of  funds. 

It  is  stated  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  sugar  machinery  in  use 
in  Cuba  is  of  European  manufacture.  This  class  of  machinery  hav- 
ing been  installed  generations  ago,  the  people  are  rather  averse  or 
slow  in  substituting  any  other  kind.  There  should  now  be  an  oppor- 
tunity for  American  manufacturers.  The  grinding  season  is  just 
about  ended  and  expert  salesmen  should  come  after  the  business. 

[A  revised  list  of  the  sugar  mills  in  Cuba  will  be  found  in  the 
new  West  India  and  Central  America  Ti'ade  Directory  which  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  now  has  in  press.] 


TEASE  EXTENSION  IK  DUTCH  WEST  INDIES. 

[CODsat  H.  C.  von  Strare,  Curacao,  July  T.] 

The  commercial  Aeld  in  Curasao  is  so  limited  and  the  merchants 
here  have  for  years  been  in  such  close  touch  with  the  United  States 
that  there  seems  but  little  opportunity  to  extend  American  commerce 
through  the  intervention  of  this  consulate. 

A  few  months  ago  an  advertisement  was  placed  in  the  local  paper 
calling  the  attention  of  merchants  to  the  fact  that  the  consulate  could 
assist  them  in  making  business  connections  in  the  United  States,  and 
placing  these  facilities  at  their  service.  Some  calls  were  made  by 
merchants,  but  no  concrete  results  have  been  reported,  though  im- 
doubtedly  some  orders  were  placed  in  consequence. 

On  December  1,  1914,  a  list  of  agents  was  sent  to  a  New  York 
firm,  which  corresponded  with  several  of  those  whose  names  had  been 
submitted;  a  small  order  for  a  better  grade  of  canned  goods  was 
reported  as  having  been  sent  them,  and  recently  this  consulate  was 
advised  that  a  local  agent  had  been  appointed  by  that  firm. 

In  consequence  of  the  introduction  here  of  Sudan  grass  by  this 
consulate  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  June  2,  1915)  and  of  "  Fete- 
rita,"  the  director  of  the  Agricultural  Station  here  and  the  president 
of  the  Curagao  Agricultural  Society,  have  reported  that  various 
orders  for  seed  of  these  products  and  for  other  seeds  have  been  sent 
to  American  dealers  whose  address  was  obtained  from  this  consulate. 


"Retail  Public  Markets"  and  "Cooperative  Marketing"  are  new 
illustrated  booklets  offered  at  5  cents  each  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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NEW  UOirOGBAFH  ON  ETTBOFEAN  COHHESCIAI  LAW. 

Americans  who  have  business  dealings  with  the  countries  of  west- 
em  Europe  find  it  necessary  at  times  to  resort  to  the  courts  in  order 
to  secure  an  equitable  solution  of  a  transaction  or  an  adjustment  of 
differences.  And,  even  in  cases  where  a  legal  action  is  not  contem- 
plated, the  American  exporter  feels  that  a  knowledge  of  the  specific 
requirements  or  procedure  in  any  given  commercial  contingency  is 
always  desirable  and  occasionally  imperative.  To  meet  the  unques- 
tioned need  for  concise  information  of  this  kind  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  just  issued  a  monograph  on 
"Commercial  Laws  of  England,  Scotland,  Germany,  and  France" 
as  No.  97  in  its  Special  Agents  Series.  It  may  be  obtained  for  15 
cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C 

In  this  publication,  which  is  the  work  of  Commercial  Agent  Archi- 
bald J.  Wolfe,  in  collaboration  with  Edwin  M.  Borchard,  law  li- 
brarian of  the  Library  of  Congress,  special  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  various  courte,  lawyers  and  their  fees,  costs, 
chattel  mortgage,  attachment,  powers  of  attorney,  bankruptcy  laws, 
and  laws  relating  to  unfair  competition  and  truste. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  deals  with  the  German  law 
against  unfair  competition.  This  law  contains  some  unique  pro- 
visions. For  example,  it  is  not  generally  known  in  America  that  in 
Germany  such  expressions  in  advertisements  as  "best  and  cheapest 
place  to  buy,"  "  sold  at  factory  prices,"  etc.,  are  inadmissible  unless 
true;  that  actions  have  been  sustained  against  merchants  who  dis- 
played signs  of  "  English  spoken  here "  when  the  assertion  was  not 
m  accordance  with  fact;  that  it  is  imlawful  to  attempt  to  entice  away 
prospective  customers  standing  in  front  of  a  competitor's  windows; 
and  that  a  tailor  may  be  enjoined  from  describing  his  establishment 
as  "  first  class "  when  he  pays  his  workers  according  to  the  fourth 
class  in  the  scale  of  wages  of  the  local  tailors'  guild. 

WEALTH,  DEBT,  AND  TAXATION. 

The  final  report  on  the  Census  Biu^au's  recent  investigation  of 
wealth,  debt,  and  taxation  of  tlie  United  States  has  been  issued  in  two 
quarto  volumes  having  a  total  of  1,642  pages.  The  results  of  this  in- 
quiry had  already  been  published  in  the  form  of  a  series  of  bulletins, 
tne  contents  of  eacli  of  which  constitute  a  section  of  the  final  report. 
An  abstract,  in  bulletin  form,  has  also  been  publLshed. 

The  bound  volumes  are  issued  in  a  limited  edition  and  are  not  in- 
tended for  general  distribution.  The  bulletins,  however,  are  avail- 
able for  such  distribution,  and  will  be  mailed  upon  receipt  of  a  re- 
quest addressed  to  the  Director  of  the  Census,  Washington,  D.  C. 
'rhe  titles  of  these  bulletins  are  as  follows : 

Estiuinted  valuation  of  untloual  wealth:  1850-1912. 

Aase.«is<xl  vnlnntloii  of  propei'ty  and  .iDioiiDts  and  rates  of  levy :  1860-1912. 

National  and  State  Indebtedness  and  funds  and  Investments:  1870-1913. 

County  and  municipal  indebtedness:  1913,  1002,  and  1890;  and  sinking-fund 
assets,  1913. 

T.Txntlou  and  revenue  systems  of  State  and  local  governments. 

National  and  State  revenues  and  expenditures,  1913  and  1903;  and  public 
properties  of  States,  l9l3. 

County  revenues,  esiieuditures,  and  public  i)roperties:  1913. 

Municipal  revenues,  expenditures,  and  public  properties:  1913. 

Abstract  of  special  bulletins— wealth,  debt,  and  taxation:  191!{. 
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BLASTING  EXPLOSIVES  IK  NOBTHESN  ABOEHTIHA. 

[CoDsal  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Rosarlo^  June  15.] 

The  use  of  blasting  explosives  in  the  Kosario  district  is  confined 
largely  to  the  region  around  Cordoba,  where  they  are  required  in 
engineering  work  and  stone  quarrying.  The  country  about  Rosario 
is  perfectly  flat,  with  the  result  that  railroad  and  other  construction 
work  can  be  executed  w  ithout  blasting.  There  will  eventually  be  a 
demand  for  explosives  in  the  Andes  region,  but  for  the  present 
mining  and  engineering  operations  in  the  extreme  western  Provinces 
are  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  create  a  large  market  for  ex- 
plosives. Blasting  is  not  resorted  to  in  clearing  ground,  for  lifting 
out  stumps,  etc.  The  land  thus  far  taken  under  the  plow  is  virtually 
devoid  of  trees  and  rocks. 
Gelignite  Preferred  to  Dy&amite. 

In  the  Cordoba  district,  Nobel  gelignite  is  used  almost  entirely  for 
springing  holes.  Both  gelignite  and  black  powder,  used  after  the 
hole  has  Deen  prepared,  have  come,  in  the  past,  principally  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Germany.  Gelignite  is  preferred  to  dynamite. 
The  Nobel  gelignite  of  British  and  German  manufacture  commonly 
used  is  supposed  to  contain  75  per  cent  of  nitroglycerine.  In  prac- 
tice it  is  said  to  be  considerably  under  standard  and  to  give  results 
not  very  satisfactory  on  the  imusually  hard  Cordoba  granite,  entail- 
ing much  waste. 

Explosives  are  packed  in  wooden  cases  substantially  as  in  the 
United  States.    Gelignite  comes  in  sticks  approximately  4J  inches 
long  and  1  inch  in  diameter,  but  other  sizes  would  be  equally  accept- 
able. 
Imports  of  Explosives  in  Kecent  Years. 

In  the  imports  of  blasting  explosives  into  Argentina  in  recent 
years,  customs  statistics  show  dynamite,  wliich  undoubtedly  includes 
gelignite  and  blasting  powder,  the  latter  not  including  cartridge 
powder.    Imports  in  metric  tons  (2,204.6  pounds)  are : 


Countries  of  origin. 

1^^' 

1913 

1914 

ChOe 

DTNAUTTB, 

10 
3 

« 

93 

1 

i 

France - 

75 
I3t 
16 

Ufliled  Kingdom 

United  Stales - -- 

■"• 

Total 

U3 

231 

175 

BUSTcio  rownxB. 

Oemiany 

81 

127 

6 

73 

IM 

40 

United  tClogdom 

United  States ..-      



Total 

314 

273 

Figures  showing  imports  by  countries  in  1914  are  not  yet  available. 
Blasting  explosives  are  on  the  free  list. 

Imports  Hay  Be  Small  for  Some  Time. 

The  general  business  depression,  suspension  of  construction  work, 
and  paralysis  of  mining  affected  the  demand  for  explosives  in  1914, 
and  imports  should  be  small  for  some  time. 
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[A  list  of  Sosario  importers  who  are  either  represented  at  Cordoba 
or  work  that  market  directly  frpm  Rosario,  and  who  appear  espe- 
cially likely  to  be  interested  in  American  blasting  explosives,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  offices.] 

FIKAirCES  OF  CITT  OF  MANILA. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  Pblllpplne  Islands,  June  1.] 

Fibres  recently  made  public  by  the  Insular  Auditor  show  that 
the  city  of  Manila,  except  for  moneys  received  from  the  Insular 
Government,  is  spending  each  year  more  than  its  revenues.  During 
1914  the  city's  total  revenue  from  taxation  fell  oif  $62,396.04,  as  com- 
pared with  its  receipts  for  the  preceding  year,  while  the  total  net 
income  of  the  municipality  was  $174,652.41  less  than  during  the  pre-  • 
ceding  12  months.  During  this  same  year  $13,427.42  less  was  spent 
for  general  government  and  administration  than  during  the  preced- 
ing year;  $188,299.28  less  was  spent  for  the  protective  service  of  the 
city;  $56,904,40  less  was  spent  in  social  improvement;  $72,769.46  less 
in  economic  development—so  that  the  revenue  deficit,  while  $551,- 
948.19,  was  less  than  that  for  1913  by  $279,137.66. 

The  gross  revenue  of  the  city,  plus  the  annual  contribution  of  the 
Insular  Government,  for  1914  amounted  to  $1,704,156.18,  and  the 
net  expenditures  were  $1,631,104.37.  The  contribution  of  the  Insular 
Government  mentioned  is  in  exchange  for  services  rendered  the  In- 
sular Government  by  the  city.  In  connection  with  the  figures  issued, 
the  Insular  Auditor  says : 

It  Is  clear  that  the  revenues  of  the  city  are  Insufficient  to  meet  its  needs, 
for  had  It  not  been  for  the  contribution  of  $625,000  from  the  Insular  Govern- 
ment there  would  hare  been  a  deficit  of  $551,048.10.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
revenues  are  insufficient  to  cover  the  ordinary  functional  expenses  of  the  gov- 
ernment, to  say  nothing  of  fixed  charges  and  public  works. 

On  December  31,  1914,  the  net  current  surplus  was  $120,769.91,  represented 
by  unincumbered  liquid  assets  and  deferred  cliarges.  This  entire  amount,  how- 
ever, Is  appropriated  for  future  outlays  and  expense,  and  in  addition  thereto 
the  unappropriated  revenue  surplus  has  been  overdrawn  in  the  sum  of 
$123,180.57. 

From  the  standpoint  of  cash,  the  city  hart  a  net  overdraft  with  the  Insular 
Treasury  on  December  31,  1014,  of  $31,322.87,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact 
that  the  Insular  Government  acts  as  banlcer  for  the  city,  the  latter  would  have 
been  obliged  to  borrow  this  amount  or  defer  payment  to  Its  creditors  pending 
the  collection  of  1915  revenue. 

On  the  whole,  the  financial  condition  of  December  31,  1914,  shows  consider- 
able improvement  over  that  of  December,  1913. 


Free  Entry  for  Machinery  in  Salvador  Factory. 

[Vice  Consul  Lynn  W.  Franklin,  San  Salvador,  Salvador,  June  19.] 

Under  the  terms  of  a  concession  granted  by  the  Government  of 
Salvador  for  the  manufacture  of  sacks  or  bags  and  other  articles  of 
erabaling  and  packing,  exemption  from  the  payment  of  duties  and 
fiscal  taxes  for  the  introduction  of  machinery,  materials,  and  all 
classes  of  necessary  articles  for  the  establishment  of  a  plant  is 
granted,  provided  the  factory  is  started  in  two  years.  The  concession 
is  for  10  years.  The  raw  material  must  be  produced  exclusively  in 
Salvador. 

[Copies  of  the  decree  granting  the  concession  uiay  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.] 
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AMEBICAH  BEVEEAOES  SEITI  TO  E:0HG0. 
[Tlce  Conral  Harry  A.  McBrlde,  Boma,  Kongo,  Hay  29.] 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  American  consulate 
at  Boma  has  received  inquiries  from  Kongo  merchants  desiring  to 
import  alcoholic  beverages  from  the  United  States,  and  also  from 
American  firms  as  to  the  market  for  this  class  of  goods.  American 
beers  and  California  wines  and  champagnes  have  appeared  on  the 
market  here  within  the  past  few  months  and  have  given  satisfaction 
tc  the  local  trade. 

Statistical  information  regarding  the  normal  sale  of  alcoholic 
beverages  in  this  district,  which  was  prepared  before  the  outbreak 
of  war — since  then  practically  all  of  tne  supply  from  Belgium  and 
Germany  has  been  cut  off — is  here  presented ; 
Dependent  on  Bnbbei  Tiade  Conditions. 

The  trade  in  alcohoUc  beverages  in  Kongo  has  steadily  grown  until 
for  1912,  the  latest  figures  available,  the  imports  amounted  in  value 
to  $564,066.  In  1911  the  importation  was  even  greater,  aggregating 
$661,856,  the  decrease  in  1912  being  due  to  the  rubber  crisis.  Few 
shipments  of  rubber  were  made  and  as  a  result  the  importation  of 
articles  which  formerly  entered  into  exchange  for  this  product  suf- 
fered to  some  extent. 

Beer  is  one  of  the  favorite  beveragas  of  the  Belgians,  and  light 
German  beers  are  preferred.  The  brand  manufactured  by  a  !&remen 
concern  is  most  commonly  used  and  is  sold  at  19.3  cents  per  bottle 
or  $7.33  per  case  of  4S  bottles.  Munich  beers  are  consumed  to  some 
extent,  retailing  at  23  cents  per  bottle  or  $5.21  per  case  of  24  bottles, 
and  Belgian  beers  are  sold  at  about  the  same  price.  The  charge  foF 
all  such  articles  is  considerably  higher  in  Upper  Kongo  on  account 
of  the  costly  railway  and  river  transportation.  No  beer  was  im- 
ported from  the  Umted  States.  Values  of  the  imports  of  beer  in 
1911  and  1912  were: 


Countries  of  origin. 


0«rmaoy 

Belgium 

South  Africa 

Voited  Kingdom 


1911 


t98.G9» 

63,837 

9,533 

5,205 


1912 


194,307 
43,225 
6,777 
3,075 


Countries  of  oflgln. 


Kcthorlands  . . . 
Otbor  oountrles 

Total 


1911 


13,271 
a,93« 


173,388 


1912 


fl,326 


150,34$ 


Consumption  of  Spiritnons  Xiqaorg. 

On  account  of  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  spirits  to  the  natives 
this  trade  is  not  as  great  as  it  was  formerly.  The  principal  article 
was  cheap  brandy,  which  in  the  past  was  exchanged  with  the  blacks 
for  rubber,  ivory,  and  other  products.  Various  uses  have  been  found 
for  this  drink,  and  in  1912  the  imports  of  this  class  of  spirits,  con- 
taining 50  per  cent  of  alcohol  or  less,  were  valued  at  $55,035,  as  com- 
pared  with  $47,944  in  1911,  showing  an  increase  of  $7,691.  The  prin- 
cipal sources  of  supply  in  1912  were  the  Netherlands,  with  $24,632, 
and  Germany,  with  $20,401.  The  trade  in  spirits  containing  over  60 
per  cent  alcohol  shows  a  slight  decrease,  imports  being  valued  at 
$14,155  in  1912  and  $14,654  in  1911. 

There  is  considerable  consumption  of  the  better  class  of  spirituous 
liquors  by  the  white  inhabitants.  Whisky,  gin,  and  sweetened  Uquors 
find  a  good  market,  the  supply  of  the  first  mentioned  coming  princi- 
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pally  from  the  United  Kingdom.  Belgium  and  France  supply  the 
greater  part  of  the  "liqueurs,"  and  the  gin  is  imported  from  the 
Netherlands.  Some  brands  of  whisky  retail  locally  at  92  cents  per 
bottle,  and  slightly  better  grades  at  97  cents.  The  best  brandy  is  sold 
at  $1.55  per  bottle  and  82  cents  per  half  bottle,  a  second  grade  costing 
97  cents  and  53  cents,  respectively.  Gin  sells  at  77  cents  per  bottle 
and  rum  at  97  cents.  The  retail  prices  of  the  sweetened  liquors  most 
in  demand  are :  Curasao,  $1.44  per  bottle ;  crfeme  de  menthe,  $1.25 ; 
chartreuse,  $1.16;  kirsch,  $1.07;  cherry  brandy,  97  cents;  benedictine, 
97  cents  per  half  bottle.  As  with  malt  beverages  the  prices  are  much 
hirfier  in  the  interior. 
The  values  of  the  imports  of  these  articles  in  1911  and  1912  wei-e : 


Countries  of  origin. 


Beldam 

United  Kingdom 

Fmaob 

Germany 

Soutli  Africa 


1911 


t9,«e4 

45,968 

19,204 

4,S37 

1,862 


1912 


t2S,215 

20,623 

16,280 

S,7e» 

5,429 


Countries  of  origin. 


Soudan 

Netlierlands 

Otlier  countries 

Total 


1911 


t2,9Sl 
4,598 
5,807 


94,211 


1912 


t4,02S 
2,700 
7,001 


88,062 


Imports  from  the  United  States  were  almost  insignificant,  amount- 
ing to  only  $24  in  1912  and  $31  in  1911.    The  imports  credited  to 
South  Africa  and  Soudan  were  mostly  of  British  origin. 
Importations  of  Wines  and  Countries  of  Origin. 

Light  table  wines,  imported  principally  from  France,  Belgium, 
and  Portugal,  and  champagnes  are  used  extensively.  Bordeaux 
wines  retail  at  Boma  at  30  to  60  cents  per  bottle,  and  about  the  same 
prices  are  asked  for  white  wines  and  Moselles.  Portuguese  table 
wines,  sold  in  casks,  are  somewhat  cheaper.  Burgundy  is  also  in 
demand,  selling  at  77  cents  to  $1.16  per  bottle.  Smaller  quantities 
of  Porto,  Medeira,  Malaga,  and  Italian  wines  are  sold.  Italian 
vermouth,  retailing  at  77  cents  per  bottle,  is  used  extensively,  and  is 
preferred  to  the  French  product. 

As  in  other  tropical  countries,  there  is  a  heavy  demand  for  cham- 
pagne, both  for  the  table  and  for  medicinal  purposes.  French 
brands  are  used  almost  exclusively.  The  retail  prices  at  Boma 
range  from  $1.16  to  $3.09  per  bottle  and  62  cents  to  $1.64  per  half 
bottle.    The  imports  of  wines  during  1911  and  1912  were : 


Countries  of  origin. 


France  

Belgium 

Portugal 

South  Africa. 
Italy 


1911 


1215,738 
31,153 
39,039 
10,572 
13,716 


1912 


199,275 
89,110 
34,092 
10,880 
9,444 


Countries  of  origin. 


Germany 

Angola 

Other  countries, 

Total 


19U 


$5,341 
1,001 
5,101 


821,661 


1912 


16,073 
2,683 
8,343 


255,870 


No  imports  from  the  United  States  were  recorded.    The  wines 
from  Angola  are  of  Portuguese  origin,  and  those  from  South  Africa 
chiefly  of  French  manufacture  shipped  to  consumers  in  the  Katanga 
district  by  South  African  wholesale  houses. 
Carefnl  Packing  Keqnired  for  Bottled  Goods. 

All  bottled  merchandise  for  the  Kongo  trade  should  be  carefully 
packed,  as  not  only  are  transshipments  made  before  the  goods  reach 
tiieir  destination,  but  freight  is  often  discharged  on  the  west  coast 
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in  siirf  boats  and  thus  landed,  often  causing  light  containerd  to  be 
injured  or  broken.  Bottles  should  be  wrapped  individually  in  straw 
or  other  similar  material. 

This  class  of  merchandise  is  usually  imported  via  Liverpool  or 
Antwerp,  from  which  there  are  direct  monthly  or  three-weekly  sail- 
ings. The  British  line  is  operated  by  Elder  Dempster  &  Co.  (Ltd.) 
and  the  Belgian  line  by  the  Compagnie  Beige  Maritime  du  Congo. 
A  German  line  (Woermann)  maintains  a  monthly  freight  service 
from  Hamburg  to  Kongo. 

The  trade  has  been  mostly  in  Belgian  hands;  they  prefer  the 
articles  now  on  sale,  and  are  slow  to  experiment  with  brands  unknown 
to  tliem.  It  would  be  necessary  to  supply  samples  to  the  leading 
dealers  and  advertise  sufficiently  to  interest  the  public.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  French  be  used  in  business  correspondence. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  dealers  In  alcoholic  beverages  in  Kongo  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  li'oreigu  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches.] 


CANADIAN  SHIFBUIIBINO  BECOSO  OBOWINO. 

The  Department  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  of  Canada,  in  its  report 
on  the  list  of  vessels  built  and  registered  in  Canada  during  1914, 
gives  a  total  new  tonnage  of  43,346,  the  largest  figure  in  14  years.  Of 
this  amount,  23,167  tons  was  credited  to  Ontario,  which  has  been 
advancing  as  a  shipowning  and  shipbuilding  Province  since  the  de- 
velopment of  trade  on  the  Great  Lakes  began  to  call  for  a  larger 
class  of  steamers  than  had  been  employed  previously. 

According  to  the  record,  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  regis- 
tered in  Canada  at  the  close  of  1914  was: 


Frovinces. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

2,100 
1,6<» 
1,591 
2,098 
1,052 
149 

314, «eo 

259.143 
147,192 
135,053 
55,522 
10,029 

Monltobs 

103 
U 

5 

7  999 

Yukon 

3,285 
529 

British  Columbia 

Saskatchewan........ 

Total  

8,772 

932,421 

Frinc*  Edward  Island 

The  average  size  of  the  registered  vessels  as  shown  by  this  list  Is 
just  over  100  tons.  Some  ships  of  large  capacity  are  included,  but  the 
majority  are  schooners  for  fishing,  barges,  and  even  smaller  craft 
that  some  countries  do  not  enter  on  their  records  of  ships.  Taking 
$30  a  ton  as  the  average  value  of  vessels  of  all  kinds,  the  total  for 
those  on  the  Canadian  registry  on  December  31  was  $27,972,000. 


Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  Kwangtung  salt  has  be- 
come the  dominant  supply  for  the  preservation  of  fish  in  the  Siberian 
littorals,  Consul  A.  A.  Williamson,  at  Dairen,  Manchuria,  reports. 
Before  the  war  German  rock  salt  (refined)  was  most  popularly  used, 
the  annual  imports  reaching  70,000,000  or  80,000,000  kin  (kin=1.82 
pounds).  British  imports  were  second,  with  20,000,000  to  30,000,000 
kin.  Although  somewhat  inferior  in  quality  compared  with  the 
German  product,  Kwangtung  salt  offers  the  advantage  of  a  cheaper 
price.    Singapore  also  is  looking  to  Kwangtimg  for  ite  salt  supply. 
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IMPOKTS  INTO  HEW  ZEALAHD  FEOM  UinTED  KINGDOM. 

[Coniul  Qeneral  Alfred  A.   Winslow,  Aackland,  June  22.] 

The  imports  into  New  Zealand  from  the  United  Kingdom  have 
decreased  very  materially  for  the  three  months  ending  March  31, 
1915,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  for  1914,  amounting  to  a 
$1,213,001  loss  for  the  time,  or  about  23  per  cent,  as  shown  By  the 
following  table : 


floods. 


1914 


1915 


floods. 


1914 


191S 


Ceuient 

China  and  autbenwaro... 

Paper,  printing  and  writ- 
Inn 

Saddlary  and  harness 

Bolt 

Spirits 

Btatlonpry 

Gftlvanl2«d  shMtlnm... 

Bars,  angles,  etc 

Pipes  and  fittings, 
TTOOght 

Sheet  and  plate 

Wire  and  manufactures. 


*14,»9 
Ug,067 

163,040 
19,670 
23,043 

323,333 
42,411 

3(4,841 

188,942 

170,018 

67,875 

209,723 


77,119 

92,454 
21,017 
14, 741 
178,986 
39,803 
79,431 
88,877 

143,002 
31,875 
106,708 


other  mannfactnres 

Copper  andmanufoctuies. 

Hardware  and  cutlery 

Wearing  apparel 

Boots  and  shoes 

Carpets 

Cotton  piece  goods 

Haberdashery,  millinery . 

Linen  piece  goods 

Jute  piece  goods 

Woolens  and  worsted 

Total 


1244,551 

69,522 

164, 330 

1,159,088 

429,147 

63,656 
822,258 

76,000 
137,005 

88,987 
449,623 


8221,883 
46,747 
123,662 
966,034 
372,000 
71,766 
876,710 
81,037 

133, oe« 

17,690 
360,924 


6,367,484 


4,154  ■ 


The  decrease  in  many  cases  is  very  marked,  while  in  two  cases  there 
are  some  gains.  The  future  promises  greater  declines  if  one  is  to 
judge  from  what  merchants  report  about  orders  for  goods  being 
cancelled  by  English  houses. 

According  to  the  best  information  obtainable  imports  from  the 
United  States  materially  increased  and  the  outlook  is  brirfit  if  the 
American  manufacturer  can  get  his  goods  to  this  country.  From  the 
above  table  he  ought  to  be  able  to  get  an  idea  of  the  lines  that  are 
suffering  the  most.  The  New  Zealand  Herald,  a  leading  daily  of 
this  city,  in  a  commercial  review  of  the  conditions,  puts  it  very 
clearly  in  the  following : 

This  scarcity  In  Imported  goods  Is  naturally  felt  more  quickly  in  New  Zealand 
than  In  any  other  country,  for  In  gplte  of  a  general  attempt  to  be  self-support- 
ing we  have  really  specialized  in  raw  products  and  foodstuffs.  The  result  is 
that  the  Dominion  conducts  a  larger  external  trade  per  head  of  population  than 
any  other  country  in  the  world,  and  the  temporary  curtailment  of  imports  is 
felt  all  the  earlier. 

Personal  work  on  the  part  of  Americans  is  needed  in  New  Zealand 
and  Australia,  and  I  know  of  no  field  where  active  salesmen  could 
accomplish  more,  and  for  these  fields  no  special  qualifications  are 
necessary  other  than  at  home,  for  the  language  is  English,  and  busi- 
ness is  done  here  much  as  it  is  in  the  United  States. 


The  Hsiungyocheng  fishenr  season,  which  opened  this  year  on 
May  13  and  closed  on  May  27,  is  reported  by  Consul  A.  A.  William- 
son, at  Dairen,  Manchuria,  to  have  yielded  more  than  4,500,000  kin 
(6,940,000  poimds)  of  guchi  fish,  the  proceeds  of  which  amounted 
to  1,000,000  yen  ($490,000).  The  total  number  of  fishing  boats  was 
a  little  over  200.  Compared  witli  the  preceding  season,  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  fishing  boats  by  about  50,  an  increase  in  the  hairis 
by  80  per  cent,  and  an  immaterial  difference  in  the  proceeds  were 
noticed.  The  fall  of  price  was  responsible  for  the  nonincrease  of 
proceeds. 
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CLAY  PBODTJCTS  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  July  T.l 

During  normal  times  Canada's  annual  purchase  of  clay  products — • 
brick,  tile,  and  pipe — approximate  $12,000,000.  Of  this  total  Cana- 
dian manufacturers  supply  about  75  per  cent;  the  remainder  comes 
largely  from  the  United  btates. 

Aside  from  those  enterprises  that  produce  luxuries  of  one  kind 
or  another,  the  clay-working  industry  of  Canada  has  suffered  greater 
depression  since  the  war  began  than  has  fallen  to  the  share  of  any 
other  of  its  large  industries.  The  widespread  business  depression 
has  resulted  in  a  practical  cessation  of  building  operations,  espe- 
cially industrial  and  house  construction.  The  slight  activity  in  the 
building  trade  that  now  exists  is  due  to  the  completion  of  Govern- 
ment structures  provided  for  before  the  war,  a  few  municipal  build- 
ings, and  such  business  construction  as  is  being  financed  by  capital- 
ists who  can  afford  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  low  prices  for 
materials  and  labor.  Other  than  this,  the  stagnation  of  the  trade  is 
complete,  and  the  immediate  future  holds  little  pi"osp«ct  of  improve- 
ment. It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
which  furnishes  50  per  cent  of  the  total  Canadian  output  of  clay 
products,  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  existing  plants  are  operat- 
ing, even  on  half  time. 
Extent  of  Canadian  Industry. 

According  to  the  census  of  1911  there  were  399  brick,  tile,  and 
pottery  manufacturing  establishments  in  the  Dominion  (261  in  On- 
tario, 36  in  Quebec,  22  in  Alberta,  25  in  Manitoba,  15  in  Saskatche- 
wan, 16  in  British  Columbia,  15  in  Nova  Scotia,  7  in  New  Brunswick, 
and  2  in  Prince  Edward  Island).  These  plants  had  a  total  capitali- 
zation of  $14,782,226,  employed  8,208  men,  and  the  annual  value  of 
their  combined  production  was  $8,291,561.  While  no  data  are  avail- 
able for  the  Dominion  as  a  whole,  covering  the  period  since  1911,  it 
is  known  that  during  1913  the  output  of  clay  wares  reached  its  high- 
water  mark  in  Canada,  most  plants  having  worked  to  full  capacity. 

A  recent  report  made  by  the  Provincisd  Government  of  Ontario 
shows  that  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1914,  there  were  241  clay- 
working  plants  in  the  Province,  of  which  25  were  inactive.  The 
value  of  the  output  of  these  plants  in  the  period  given  was :  Brick — 
common  (kiln  run),  $3,283,894;  paving  and  fancy,  $243,119;  pressed, 
$871,291;  and  sandlime,  $459,699;  sewer  pipe,  clay,  $600,297;  tile, 
clay  drain,  $251,705 ;  total,  $5,710,005. 
Xethods  of  Prodnctlon  and  Equipment  of  Plants. 

Most  of  the  locally  manufactured  bricks  are  made  by  the  "wet- 

Eressed  and  rack-dned "  process,'  the  method  next  in  importance 
eing  "  dry  pressed  and  baited."  Where  the  clay  is  free  from  small 
stones  or  pebbles  or  where  crushers  have  been  installed,  the  use  of 
the  wire-cut  process  has  developed  rapidly,  most  of  the  newer  plants 
being  equipped  with  machinery  of  this  character.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  in  this  connection  that  practically  all  of  the  modem  plants  are 
equipped  with  American  mixing  and  cutting  machinery  and  with 
patent  dry  kilns  or  ovens  of  both  the  long  and  the  beehive  types. 

It  is  the  belief  of  this  office  that  with  the  return  of  normal  busi- 
ness conditions  many  of  these  plants  may  be  interested  in  rearranging 
their  present  layouts  and  will  be  in  the  market  for  new  equipment. 
It  is  tnerefore  quite  probable  that  American  manufacturers  of  clay- 
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working  machinery  and  patent  kilns  could  create  some  tentative 
interest  in  their  products  at  this  time.  In  the  hope  that  such  an  in- 
terest might  be  developed  there  is  transmitted  the  addresses  of  all 
the  individuals  and  companies  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  producing 
clay  products.  This  list  was  corrected  to  March  31,  1914.  |Copies 
of  this  list  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 
Xarket  Prioes — Oypsum  Blocks. 

At  present  the  standard  prices,  per  thousand,  for  brick,  f.  o.  b. 
factory,  are:  Common — ^kiln  run  $11,  selected  $13;  pressed — local 
$18  to  $22,  Milton  $14  to  $15 ;  tapestry— local  $16  to  $18,  American 
(f.  o.  b.  Fort  William)  $40  to  $44;  sand  lime— white  $11,  colored  $13 
to  $14.  While  these  prices  are  supposed  to  have  been  standardized, 
the  large  stocks  on  hand  at  plants  and  the  inactivity  of  the  market 
has  induced  many  manufacturers  to  name  prices  ranging  from  10 
to  20  per  cent  lower  than  the  foregoing  quotations. 

The  import  trade  is  confined  principally  to  high-grade  pressed  and 
tapestry  brick,  fancy  tile,  and  fire  brick.  The  common  brick  pro- 
duced Dy  domestic  manufacturers  adequately  fulfills  the  demand 
as  to  both  quality  and  price.  Hollow  building  tile  has  been  im- 
ported to  some  extent,  but  a  Canadian  gypsum  block,  of  ec|ual  cost, 
has  been  found  to  be  cheaper  by  reason  of  its  being  made  m  2-foot 
lengths  and  therefore  costing  less  to  handle  than  the  hollow  tile. 
Imports,  by  Countries  of  Origin. 

During  the  fiscal  years  1910,  1912,  and  1914  (year  ended  March 
81)  the  total  imports  into  Canada  of  these  products  were : 


Articles. 


1910 


1912 


1914 


Brick: 

Bath 

Building 

Fire 

PitIiw 

Baildlng  Qocks  and  bollow  tile 

CUj: 

China 

Fire 

Other 

day  maoutactures 

Drain  and  sewer  pipe,  and  fittings  tor  . 

Drain  tiles,  not  gtaxea 

EarthenwarB  tiles 


tl,361 
218,113 
519,454 
138,763 


$2,899 
405,997 
860,763 
165,650 


101,007 
86,151 
31,074 
264,880 
190,002 
2,739 
84,883 


120.362 
118.863 

18,540 
565.226 

406,4^3 

5,778 

156,297 


»2,847 
627,683 
1,110,172 
171,617 
426,891 

162,462 
125,657 
31,866 
243,269 

454,526 

11,176 

270,441 


Total 1,644,427      2,876,763        3,538,687 


Of  the  total  importation  for  1914  the  United  States  furnished  83 
per  cent  and  the  United  Kingdom  16  per  cent. 
Customs  Duty. 

The  Canadian  customs  tariff  provides  the  following  ad  valorem 
duties  on  clay  products  and  machmery  when  coming  from  the  United 
States  and  countries  other  than  Great  Britain : 

Per  cent. 

Fire  brick  of  a  class  and  kind  not  made  In  Canada 7i 

Building  brick,  paving  brick,  and  manufactures  of  clay  or  cement,  n.  o.  p 30 

Drain  tiles,  not  glazed 274 

Drain  pipes,  sewer  pipes  and  earthenware  fittings  tlierefor,  chimney  linings 
or  vents,  chimney  tops,  and  inverted  blocks,  glazed  or  uuglazed ;  earthen- 
ware tiles,  u.  o.  p 42i 

Tiles  or  blocks  of  earthenware  or  of  stone  prepared  for  mosaic  flooring 37} 

Clays,  including  china,  fire,  and  pipe  clay,  not  further  manufactured  tbnn 

ground—, 7} 

All  brick-making  machinery  and  apparatus 35 

These  rates  include  the  increases  effective  February  12,  1915.       , 
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FOBEIGN  TABIFFS. 
RUSSIA. 

[Vyestnlk  FtoaDsov,  May  24   (June  G),  1915.] 
Snrtax  on  Imports  Through  Sweden. 

According  to  a  customs  circular  of  May  15  (28),  1915,  the  surtax 
of  20  per  cent,  provided  for  by  the  Russian  general  tariff  of  1903  in  the 
case  of  certain  articles  imported  over  the  western  land  frontier,  is  to  be 
applied  also  to  those  imported  by  way  of  Sweden.  The  surtax  has 
been  revived  as  a  result  of  the  suspension  of  the  treaty  with  Germany, 
t?hich  provided  against  its  application  to  imports  from  that  country 
and,  consequently,  from  all  most-favored-nation  countries.  The 
article  affected  are  as  follows:  Manufactured  iron  in  general,  in- 
cluding bars,  ingots,  pigs,  rails,  plates,  sheet,  and  structural  iron; 
steel  in  bars,  rails,  sheets,  plates,  etc.,  and  structural  steel ;  manufac- 
tures of  various  metals  and  their  alloys,  including  copper,  aluminum, 
nickel,  German  silver,  Britannia  metal,  and  metals  not  specified; 
manufactures  of  cast  iron ;  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel,  wrought, 
stamped,  or  molded,  not  specified ;  boilermakers'  articles,  pipes,  and 
manufactures  of  sheet  iron  or  steel,  not  specified;  manufactures  of 
iron  or  steel,  worked,  turned,  polished,  ground,  bronzed,  or  otherwise 
elaborated,  not  specified;  manufactures  of  tin  plate,  with  or  without 
ornamentation ;  wire  in  general  and  manufactures  thereof ;  needles  of 
all  kinds;  cutlery  in  general,  plated  or  not;  firearms  and  accessories, 
cartridges,  and  side  arms;  agricultural  implements,  such  as  scythes, 
sickles,  straw  choppers,  etc.;  hand  tools;  manufactures  of  tin  and 
zinc  or  their  alloys,  except  certain  fancy  articles  and  children's  toys ; 
tinsel  and  certain  tin  foil;  bronzing  powder  made  from  other  than 
precious  metals;  machinery  and  apparatus  of  iron  and  steel  or  of 
which  iron  or  steel  is  the  chief  component  material;  gas,  oil,  and 
steam  engines ;  tractors  in  general ;  metal-working  machinery  in  gen- 
eral ;  meters  for  water  and  gas ;  typewriters ;  macliinery  of  copper  or 
its  alloys  or  in  which  the  proportion  thereof  exceeds  25  per  cent  of 
the  total  weight;  electrical  machinery;  agricultural  machinery  and 
implements,  not  specified  (without  steam  engines) ;  portable  engines 
for  thrashing  machines  or  steam  plows ;  parts  of  machinery  imported 
separately  and  spare  parts  imported  with  the  machine,  of  iron  or 
steel,  or  of  copper  or  its  alloys  (where  the  proportion  of  copper  ex- 
ceeds 25  per  cent  of  the  total  weight) ;  scales  and  accessories  other 
than  of  copper  and  its  alloys ;  woolen  felt  and  fabrics  of  felt ;  woolen 
fabrics,  not  specified ;  knit  goods,  tapes,  and  braids,  etc.,  other  than  of 
silk  or  half  silk ;  small  fancy  articles  and  children's  toys  made  of  cer- 
tain metals.  [For  article  on  the  recent  tariff  increase  in  Eussia,  see 
CoMHEncE  Reports,  May  28,  1915,  pp.  932-934.] 

[Vyestnlk  Flnnnsov,  June  7  (20),  1013.] 

Kegvlation*  Begardlng  Certificate*  of  Origin. 

A  ruling  of  the  Committee  of  Ministers,  under  date  of  May  29 
(June  11),  1915,  prescribes  the  following  additional  regulations 
affecting  certificates  of  origin  to  accompany  articles  imported  into 
Russia : 

1.  Exemption   from   presentation   of   certificates   of   origin   is 
allowed  in  the  case  of  direct  shipments  from  allied  countries. 
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2.  In  the  case  of  indirect  shipments  from  allied  countries,  a  cer- 

tificate issued  at  the  place  of  exportation,  certified  by  a 
Russian  representative  abroad,  will  be  considered  sufficient. 

3.  Exemption   from   presentation   of   certificates   of   origin   is 

allowed  in  the  case  of  shipment  by  post  from  allied  coim- 
tries. 

4.  No  certificate  is  required  for  the  following  products :  Copper, 

aluminum,  zinc,  lead,  tin,  antimony,  iron  ore,  fluor  spar, 
pyrites,  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids,  dyewoods,  herring,  rice, 
copra,  asphalt,  liquid  petroleum  products,  crude  rubier  and 
gutta-percha,  nitrate  of  soda,  iodine,  tanning  materials,  raw 
cotton,  and  jute.  [For  previous  notice  regarding  certificates 
of  origin  to  accompany  shipments  to  Russia,  see  Comjiercb 
Reports,  May  28,  1915,  p.  934.] 

[Vyestnlk  Finansov,  May  31  (June  13),  1915.] 
Prohibition  of  Oerman  Films. 

By  n  ruling  of  May  8  (21),  1915,  the  importation  of  German  films 
into  Russia  is  prohibited. 

Surtax  on  Exports. 

According  to  a  customs  circular  of  May  20  (June  2),  1915,  the 

fjneral  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duty  provided  for  by  the  law  of 
ebruary  28  (March  13),  1915,  applies  to  exports  as  well  as  to  im- 
ports. The  following  is  a  list  of  products  subject  to  export  duty 
when  shipped  from  Russia :  Bone  for  fertilizer,  silkworms'  eggs,  rags, 
woolen  waste,  and  paper  stock,  ore  of  copper,  lead,  and  zinc,  pafin 
and  walnut  wood  and  lumber  in  general  exported  by  land  or  through 
Baltic  ports,  and  rubber  waste. 


FISH-CUXIUBE  SEBVICE  HAKES  NEW  BECOBO. 

Preliminary  .data  gathered  by  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  for  the  fiscal 
year  1915  establish  the  fact  that  a  new  record  has  been  set  in  the  out- 
put of  the  Federal  fish  hatcheries.  This  has  exceeded  4,300,000,000, 
or  about  250,000,000  more  than  in  1914.  The  bureau  calls  this  a 
normal,  healthy  growth,  representing  increased  activity  and  efficiency 
in  the  various  fields.  "  This  very  satisfactory  result,  it  says,  "  has 
been  accomplished  without  material  increase  in  appropriation  and 
has  depended  largely  on  the  faithful  execution  of  carefully  laid  plans 
by  the  hatchery  officials  and  their  assistants." 

During  the  year  the  production  of  the  commercial  food  fishes  of 
the  interior  and  coastal  waters,  and  of  the  basses  and  trouts,  which 
while  classed  as  game  fish  nevertheless  enter  largely  into  the  food 
supply,  has  been  augmented. 


Regulations  enforcing  the  law  on  stock  exchanges  in  Peking,  China, 
were  published  on  May  27, 1915,  under  the  title  "  Instructional  Man- 
date, No.  21."  Copies  of  the  full  text  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington,  or  its  branch 
offices. 
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BBAZIL  SEEKS  ITEW  SOITBCE  OF  STTBaiCAI  SITPFIIES. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottacbalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  June  8.] 

Brazil  is  entirely  dependent  upon  foreign  markets  for  its  supply 
of  surgical  instruments  and  appliances,  none  being  manufactured  in 
the  country.  Although  the  United  States  has  shared  but  little  in 
the  past  in  this  important  trade,  probably  due  largely  to  the  greater 
cheapness  of  German  goods,  and  as  well  to  the  natural  French  pref- 
erences of  Brazilian  medical  practitioners,  who  are  trained  to  French 
methods  and  books,  there  is  now  a  most  propitious  time  for  American 
manufacturers  of  this  class  of  goods  either  to  initiate  or  to  increase 
their  trade  with  Brazil,  not  only  because  of  Brazil's  present  difficulty 
in  obtaining  these  supplies  from  Europe,  but  also  because  the  large 
stocks  of  two  years  ago  are  being  rapidly  depleted  and  the  necessity 
of  replenishment  is  becoming  more  apparent  daily. 

Imports  of  Surgical  Instruments  and  Appliances. 

The  imports  of  surgical  instruments  and  appliances  into  Brazil 
during  1913  and  1914  were: 


Country  of  origin. 

1913 

1914 

United  States 

»18,747 
111,771 
64,293 
24,054 

*11,30S 
58,040 
26,561 
34,019 

Qermany 

All  other - 

Totol 

218,865 

119,925 

Large  local  importers  of  surgical  instruments  and  supplies  state 
that  they  have  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  and  especially 
recently,  had  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  full  orders  from  France, 
and  that  often  only  50  or  25  per  cent  of  the  goods  ordered  are  shipped 
to  them.  The  cause  is  probably  the  large  demand  created  in  Europe 
for  these  supplies  by  the  war  and  the  diminished  output  of  factories. 

The  importations  of  antiseptic  cotton  and  gauze  from  France  seem 
to  have  ceased  entirely,  and  with  the  exception  of  such  articles  as 
have  come  through  contiguous  neutral  countries,  Germany's  surgical 
supplies  are  no  longer  being  shipped  here. 

Decrease  in  Imports  Due  Partly  to  Financial  Crisis. 

The  great  decrease  in  the  importations  during  1914  was  not  wholly 
attributable  to  the  war,  but  partly  to  the  financial  crisis  prevailing 
here  and  the  possibility  of  carrying  on  business  on  previously  stocked 
goods. 

The  greatest  opportunities  in  surgical  goods  here  at  present  are  in 
the  sale  of  the  great  variety  of  small  instruments,  such  as  scissors, 
forceps,  etc.,  and  for  a  time  there  was  a  scarcity  of  chloroform  and 
other  anaesthetics.    Rubber  goods  are  also  sought. 

The  demand  for  the  more  expensive  sort  of  hospital  apparatus  is 
very  limited,  and  the  sale  of  such  articles  will  probably  not  revivo 
until  the  general  commercial  situation  here  improves. 

[A  list  of  local  importers  of  surgical  instruments  may  be  liad  from 
the  Trade  Directory  of  South  America,  which  is  for  sale  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  at  $1.  American 
manufacturers  ai-e  urged  to  send  catalogues  to  local  houses,  with  corn- 
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plete  price  lists,  discounts,  etc.  A  revised  list  of  importers,  including 
additional  names  and  eliminating  names  of  firms  not  now  active,  may 
be  obtained  without  charge  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


EZFOBTS  FBOU  BRTTISH  GUIAITA. 

[Coosul  George  E.  Cbamberltn,  Georgetown,  Guiana,  July  S.] 

Changes  in  the  amounts  of  the  exports  of  various  articles  from 
British  Guiana  during  the  past  year  are  indicated  in  a  comparative 
table  for  the  first  six  months,  respectively,  of  1914  and  1915.  The 
principal  items  in  the  list  for  the  first  six  months  of  each  of  these 
years  were: 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Cooonnts. number.. 

CoOee do — 

Copra do.... 

Diamonds carats.. 

Hides number.. 

350,310 

1,091,071 

33,437 

196,664 

91,936 

6,051 

31,036 

2,738 

847,650 

1,049,659 

3i;868 

75,983 

94.401 

471 

39,465  1 

864 

Lumber feet.. 

Molasses gallons. . 

Rioe pounds. . 

Rum proof  galloos.. 

Shingles number.. 

Sugar tons.. 

Timber cubic  feet.. 

198,145 

65,861 

8,886,513 

1,646,370 

1,061,100 

32,576 

132,468 

31,916 

"'ia,'6i6"48d 

1,093,499 

1,070,350 
41,940 
85,807 

Destinations  of  Principal  Exports. 

The  destinations  of  the  principal  exports  to  date  have  been :  Balata — • 
United  Kingdom,  728,240  pounds;  United  States,  119,410  pounds; 
coconuts— United  States,  609,191  nuts;  British  West  Indies,  282,968; 
and  Canada,  156,750 ;  copra — United  Kingdom,  94,401  poimds ;  rice — 
British  West  Indies,  11,187,822  pounds;  French  Guiana,  701,285; 
United  Kingdom,  505,041;  French  West  Indies,  114,150;  Dutch 
Guiana,  95,532  pounds;  rum — United  Kingdom,  1,888,124  gallons; 
Canada,  45,212;  British  West  Indies,  25,733;  sugar— Canada,  23,569 
tons;  United  Kingdom,  18,364;  British  West  Indies,  7  tons. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  exportation  of  four  of  the 
principal  products  of  the  colony — sugar,  rum,  balata,  and  rice.  The 
increased  value  of  the  sugar  exported  during  the  first  six  months  of 
the  j^ear  will  greatly  exceed  the  loss  caused  by  the  decline  in  the  pro- 
duction of  gold,  diamonds,  and  other  products. 


SPANISH  EXFENDITTTBES  IN  MOBOCCO. 

[Consal  Robertson  Iloney,  Madrid,  July  6.] 

During  the  first  five  months  of  1914  Spain  expended  49,201,000 
pesetas  on  its  protectorate  in  Morocco;  during  trie  like  period  in 
1916  the  expenditure  was  64,568,000  pesetas.  At  present  exchange 
the  peseta  is  worth  about  $0.20. 


Official  statistics  show  that  the  vessels  of  more  than  65  tons  register 
in  the  merchant  marine  of  Spain  on  January  1,  1915,  included  217 
sailing  vessels,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  29,118,  and  640  steamers, 
tonnage  876,609,  compared  with  238  sailing  vessels,  tonnage  32J970, 
and  628  steamers,  tonnage  844,322,  on  the  corresponding  date  of  1914. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OPFOBTTIinTIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  Its  braneli  olllcea.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  me  nnmber  given. 

Steel  T>ars,  No.  17626.— A  firm  In  Greece  Is  anxious  to  secure  prices  and  date 
of  delivery  for  mild  steel  bars  and  galvanized  sheets  of  various  dimensions. 
Speclflcations  for  the  order  may  be  examined  at  the  New  York  branch 
office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Tools,  No.  17C27. — A  firm  in  Italy  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  tools  for  woodworking  machinery.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  in- 
formation should  be  forwarded  at  once.    References  are  given. 

Aluminum  and  wooden  novelties,  No.  17628. — A  representative  of  a  firm,  which 
is  engaged  In  the  Import  and  export  business  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Netherlands,  has  called  at  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  states  that  he  is  desirous  of  forming 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  novelties  of  alumi- 
num and  wood. 

Boots  and  shoes,  No.  17629. — ^An  American  citizen,  who  claims  to  have  had  6 
yeacs  experience  in  selling  boots  and  shoes  in  Latin  American  countries, 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  these  goods.  He  gives  a 
number  of  American  references. 

Aluminum  goods.  No.  17630.— A  firm  in  Greece  writes  that  It  desires  to  be  put 
In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  aluminum  buttons 
and  eyelets  similar  to  samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  branch  offices. 

Olass  and  bronze  filling.  No.  17631. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Argen- 
tina transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  company  in  bis  district  which 
desires  to  purchase  raw  materials,  such  as  fancy  white  and  colored  glass 
and  bronze  filling. 

Thread,  etc..  No.  17C32. — One  of  the  foreign  legations  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
reports  that  a  commission  agent  in  England,  who  formerly  resided  in 
Belgium,  desires  to  get  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  linen 
and  cotton  thread  for  use  In  sewing  machines ;  also  curtains,  buckles,  and 
leather  goods. 

Machinery  and  automobiles,  etc..  No.  17663. — One  of  the  commercial  attaches 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  who  Is  now  In  Spain,  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  that  country  is  especially  desirous  of  representing  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  automobiles,  mining  machinery,  etc. 

Textiles,  enameled  icare,  cigarettes,  etc..  No.  17634. — A  firm  in  the  Belgian 
Kongo  informs  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  It 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  drills,  cotton 
prints,  sheetings,  shirtings;  also  enameled  ware,  cigarettes,  cheap  sewing 
machines,  toilet  soaps,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds. 

Leather,  No.  17635. — A  firm  In  the  I'nited  States  writes  the  Department  of 
Commerce  that  one  of  its  correspondents  in  Itussln  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  dealers  in  high-grnde  leather,  such  as  patent  leather. 
The  foreign  buyer  desires  samples  and  the  lowest  quotations  at  once. 

Textiles,  shoes,  etc..  No.  17636. — ^A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that  one 
of  its  customers  In  Central  America  desires  to  purchase  stockings  of  all 
kinds,  shoes  and  dresses  for  boys  and  girls;  wool  cloth;  embroideries  and 
tapes  from  6  to  40  inches  wide;  cloth  for  curtains  of  flue  and  ordinary 
quality;  also  linen  cloth  for  suitings. 

Shoe  Iacc»,  insoles,  etc..  No.  17637. — ^A  firm  In  Argentina  writes  a  company  In 
the  United  States  that  It  desires  to  receive  quotations  and  full  information 
relative  to  boot  and  shoe  laces,  Insoles  and  rubber  heels,  and  crCpe  tissue 
toilet  paper. 
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SirCCESSFUL  UAinjFACTUBE  OF  BADITTM. 

Secretary  of  the  Interior  Franklin  K.  Lane  announced  to-day  that 
the  production  of  radium  from  Colorado  carnotite  ores  by  the 
Bureau  of  Mines,  in  connection  with  the  National  Eadium  Institute, 
has  passed  the  experimental  stage  in  its  new  process  and  is  now  on 
a  successful  manufacturing  basis.  He  also  declared  that  the  state- 
ments made  to  Congress  concerning  the  ability  of  the  Bureau  of 
Mines  to.  produce  radiuw.  at  a  greatly  decreased  cost  over  other 
processes,  had  actually  been  accomplished  and  that  the  costs  were 
even  less  than  predicted.    The  Secretary  added: 

Tbe  cost  of  one  gram  of  radium  metal  produced  In  the  form  of  bromide 
during  March,  April,  and  May  of  the  present  year  was  $36,050,  I  am  informed 
by  Dr.  Charles  L.  Parsons,  lu  charge  of  tbe  radium  . investigations  of  the 
bureau.  This  includes  the  cost  of  ore,  Insurance,  repairs,  amortization  allow- 
ance for  plant  and  equipment,  cost  of  Bureau  of  Mines  cooperation,  and  all 
expenses  incident  to  the  production  of  high-grade  radium  bromide.  When  you 
consider  that  radium  has  been  selling  for  $120,000  and  $160,000  a  gram,  you 
win  see  Just  what  tbe  Bureau  of  Mines  has  accomplished  aloug  these  lines. 

Tbe  cost  of  producing  radium  in  the  small  experimental  plant  during  the 
first  few  months  of  the  Bureau's  activities  was  somewhat  higher,  but  not 
enough  to  seriously  affect  the  final  average. 

The  public,  however,  should  not  infer  that  this  low  cost  of  production  neces- 
sarily means  an  immediate  drop  In  the  selling  price  of  radium.  The  National 
Kadium  Institute  was  fortunate  in  securing,  through  the  Crucible  Steel  Co., 
the  right  to  mine  10  claims  of  carnotite  ores  belonging  to  them,  and  this  was 
practically  the  only  ore  available  at  the  time. 

Since  then  new  deposits  have  been  opened,  but  these  are  closely  held,  and 
according  to  the  best  judgment  of  the  experts  employed  by  tbe  Bureau  of 
Mines  the  Colorado  and  Utah  fields,  which  are  much  richer  in  radium-bearing 
ores  than  any  others  known,  will  supply  ore  for  a  few  years  only  at  the  rate 
of  production  that  obtained  when  the  European  war  closed  down  the  mines. 
The  demand  for  radium  will  also  increase  rapidly,  for  the  two  or  three  sur- 
geons who  have  a  suiBcIent  amount  of  this  element  to  entitle  them  to  spealc 
from  experience  are  obtaining  results  in  the  cure  of  cancer  that  are  increas- 
ingly encouraging  as  their  knowledge  of  its  application  improves.  A  few  more 
reports  like  that  presented  to  the  American  Medical  Association  at  its  recent 
San  Francisco  meeting  and  the  medical  profession  as  a  whole  will  be  convinced 
(tou*— 15  465 


Digitized  by 


Google 


466  COMMEBCE  BEPOETS. 

of  tts  efflcRCy.  Under  all  the  circumstances  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  It  behooves  the  Government  to  make  some  arrangement 
whereby  these  deposits,  so  unique  In  their  extent  and  their  richness,  may  be 
conserved  in  the  truest  sense  for  our  people,  by  extracting  the  radium  from  the 
ores  'where  It  now  lies  useless  and  putting  It  to  work  for  the  eradication  of 
cancer  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  the  Public  Health  Service. 

The  10  carnotlte  claims  being  operated  at  Long  Park,  Colo.,  by  the  National 
Radium  Institute  have  already  produced  over  790  tons  of  ore  averaging  above 
2  per  cent  uranium  oxide.  The  cost  of  ore  delivered  at  the  radium  plant  lu 
Denver  has  averaged  $81.30  per  ton.  This  Included  15  per  cent  royalty,  salary 
of  Bureau  of  Mines  employees,  amortization  of  camp  and  equipment,  and  all 
expenses  incident  to  the  mining,  transportation,  grinding,  and  sampling  of 
the  ore. 

A  concentrating  plant  for  low-grade  ores  has  been  erected  at  the  mines  and 
is  successfully  recovering  material  formerly  wasted.  Grinding  and  sampling 
machinery  has  been  installed  at  Denver  and  a  radium-extraction  plant  erected 
In  the  same  city.  The  radium  plant  has  now  a  capacity  of  three  tons  of  ore 
per  day,  having  been  more  than  doubled  In  size  since  last  February.  Before 
that  time  the  plant  had  been  run  more  or  less  on  an  experimental  scale, 
although  regularly  producing  radium  since  June,  1&14.  To  July  1,  slightly 
over  three  grams  of  radium  metal  had  been  obtained  in  the  form  of  radium 
barium  sulfate,  containing  over  one  milligram  of  radium  to  the  kilogram  of 
sulfates.  The  conversion  of  the  sulfates  Into  chlorides  and  the  purification  of 
the  radium  therefrom  Is  easily  accomplished  and  with  very  small  loss  of 
material.  Unfortunately,  however,  special  acid-proof  enamel  ware,  obtainable 
only  In  France,  has  not  been  delivered  of  sufficient  capacity  to  handle  the 
crystallization  of  the  full-plant  production,  so  that  n  little  less  than  half  the 
output,  or,  to  be  exact,  1,301  milligrams  of  radium  element  have  been  delivered 
to  the  two  hospitals  connected  with  the  National  Radium  Institute.  The 
radium  remaining  can  be  crystallized  at  any  time  from  neutral  solution  In 
apparatus  already  installed,  but  the  greater  rapidity  and  efficiency  of  produc- 
tion of  this  very  valuable  material  by  the  methods  used  have  decide^  the  Bureau 
of  Mines  to  await  the  completion  of  apparatus  now  being  built  before  pushing 
the  chloride  crystallization  to  full  capacity. 

The  average  radium  extraction  of  all  ore  mlped  by  the  National  Radium  In- 
stitute has  been  over  85  per  cent  of  the  amonnt  present  In  the  ore  as  de- 
termined by  actual  measurement.  The  amount  present  in  the'  ore  has  been 
found.  In  fact,  to  be  essentially  the  same  as  the  theoretical  amount  required 
by  the  uranium-radium  ratio.  The  extraction  figures  for  the  last  five  carloads 
of  carnotlte  treated  has  shown  a  recovery  of  over  90  per  cent  In  each  case. 

A  bulletin  giving  details  of  mining,  concentration,  and  methods  of  extraction 
is  being  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines  and  will  be  issued  early  In  the  fall. 


on  SmPHEHTS  FEOM  MEXICO. 

[■vice  Consul  Thomas  H.  Bevan,  Tampleo,  July  12.] 

The  shipments  of  crude  oiHrom  Tampico  to  United  States  ports  dur- 
ing June  totaled  864,208  barrels,  against  684,824  barrels  during  May. 
Notwithstanding  this  increase,  shipments  were  not  as  heavy  as 
during  June,  1913  (1,104,844  barrels),  or  June,  1914  (1,168,765 
barrel).  Of  the  shipments  in  June  this  year  161,677  barrels  went 
to  Galveston;  133,800  to  New  York;  115,601  to  Port  Aransas,  Tex.; 
96,000  to  Baltimore,  Md.;  91,422  to  Port  Arthur,  Tex.;  74,918  to 
New  Orleans,  La.;  65,000  to  Warner,  N.  J.;  54,905  to  Port  Tampa, 
Fla.;  34,220  to  Sabine,  Tex.;  20,000  to  Houston,  Tex.;  and  16,665 
to  Freeport,  Tex.  The  oil  development  in  this  district  is  still  seri- 
ously interfered  with  by  the  revolutionary  disturbances,  and  most  of 
the  t)ig  companies  are  awaiting  more  settled  conditions  before  going 
ahead  with  new  development  work. 

From  the  Tuxpam  district  640,421  barrels  were  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  mostly  to  ports  north  of  the  Chesapeake. 
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HEW  NAVAL  &ADIO  STATIOIT  AT  BABIEN,  CANAL  ZONE. 

The  opening  of  the  new  naval  radio  station  at  Darien,  Isthmian 
Canal  Zone,  adds  to  the  facilities  for  the  transmission  of  Government 
messages,  but  does  not  extend  the  commercial  service.  The  Navy 
Department,  in  advising  the  Department  of  Commerce  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  station,  offers  to  transmit  free  all  official  messages  to  or 
from  points  in  the  Canal  Zone  from  or  to  points  in  the  United 
States. 

Out  of  a  total  of  47  naval  radio  stations  which  are  now  in  use  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  States  or  possessions,  21  are  open  to 
commercial  messages,  while  the  others  are  reserved  for  official  busi- 
ness. In  the  Canal  Zone  there  are  two  stations — at  Balboa  and 
Colon — which  receive  commercial  messages,  so  that  the  new  station 
need  not  enter  that  field  in  order  to  accommodate  the  public,  as  the 
facilities  are  already  adequate. 

A  list  of  the  United  States  naval  radio  stations,  with  their  classes 
of  service,  is  here  presented : 


Locatiom. 

Service. 

Location. 

Service. 

Annnpolh,  M'l   

Official. 

Do. 
Commercial. 
Official. 

Do. 
Commercial. 
Official. 

Do. 
Commercial. 

Do. 

Do. 
OiScial. 
Commercial. 

Do. 
Official. 

Do. 
Commercial. 

Do. 
Official. 

Do. 
Commercial. 

Do. 
Official. 

Do. 

Newport,  K.  I . . .  . 

Official.  • 

Arltngton,  Va.a 

New    York,   N.   Y.    (Brooklyn 
NavyYard) 

BaltMM.  Canal  Zone 

Do 

Beantvt.  N.  C 

Norfolk,  Va 

Do 

Bflston,  Mftiw,              

North  Head,  Wash.s 

Commercial 

Cape  Blanco,  Oreg 

Otongapo,  Philippine  Islands 

Peking,  China 

Official. 

Cape  Cod,  Mass 

Do 

Cavite,  Philippine  Islands 

Chariestfm,  o.  C 

Pensacola,  Fla 

Commercial. 

Philadelphia,  Pa    

Official 

Colon,  Caxial  Zone 

Point  Arguello,  Cal 

CommerclaL 

Cordova,  Alaska 

PortlandTMe.. 

Official. 

ParientJ'BnAma 

Port  Royal,  S.  C 

Do. 

Dutch  brbor,  Alaska 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

Do. 

Kanaka,  CbI.a 

Puget  Sound,  Wadi 

Do. 

FataUoiis,Cal 

Fire  Island,  N.  Y 

St.  George,  .\laska 

Official. 

St.  Paul,  Alaska 

Qnantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 

San  Diego,  Cal.* 

Do. 

Bonoliila.  Hawaii 

Do. 

Jupiter,  Fla 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Do. 

Key  West,  Fla.» 

Tatoosh,  Wash 

Do. 

Kodiak,  Alaska 

Tutulla,  Samoa 

Do. 

Uaie  Island,  Cal.a 

Washington,  D.  C 

Official. 

iifrw  Orleans,  La.* 

Yerba  Bnena,  (^ 

Do. 

<■  station  transmits  time  signals  and  weather  reports  daOy. 

Besides  these  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  through  its  signal 
corps,  has  stations  tiiat  are  oj)en  to  commercial  business  at  Fairbanks, 
Alaska;  Fort  Mills,  Philippine  Islands;  Fort  St.  Michael,  Alaska; 
Kotlik,  Alaska;  Nome,  Alaska;  Petersburg,  Alaska;  and  Wrangell, 
Alaska. 

Plans  have  been  made  for  radio  communication  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Manila  by  way  of  Honolulu,  but  work  on  that  project  will 
not  be  commenced  until  fall,  and  the  section  to  Honolulu  will  not  be 
in  operation  until  a  year  from  this  time. 

A  naval  station  at  Point  Isabel,  Tex.,  and  Great  Lakes  Training 
School  station  are  under  construction. 

[An  elaborate  description  of  wireless-telegrnph  service  In  the  United  States 
was  given  In  Dally  Consular  and  Trade  Kepoi-ts  for  Mar.  26, 1914.] 


Seedless  grapes  are  now  on  the  California  market. 
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PIOOR  COVEBDrOS  DT  USE  IH  BBAZmAK  EOKES. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  nio  dc  Janeiro,  June  14.] 

The  Brazilian  import  trade  in  tapestry  and  floor  coverings  does 
not  reach  a  very  large  total,  when  one  considers  the  size  and  popula- 
tion of  the  country.  Probably  the  fact  that  much  of  the  country  is 
tropical  in  climate  and  that  the  presence  of  insect  pests  makes  dan- 
gerous the  use  of  heavy  hangings  and  floor-coverings  in  most  parts 
of  the  Republic  will  account  for  this. 

Statistics  compiled  from  the  official  returns  of  the  Brazilian  cus- 
toms houses  indicate  the  classes  of  goods  finding  the  greatest  sale  and 
the  countries  from  which  they  are  imported.    These  figures  are : 


Countries  of  origin. 


OILCLOTH  AND  COTTON  RUGS. 


GermanT 

United  States.... 
United  Kingdom. 
All  other 


Total. 


nTE  AND  nEMP  CARPETS 
AND  RUGS. 


Germany 

Belgium 

United  States 

France 

United  Kingdom. 
AU  other 


Total. 


WOOLEN  BRAIDS,  TASSELS, 
TSIUHINOS. 


Oermanv 

United  States . 


1913 


«72,999 

8,9S1 

132,344 

4»,5«2 


262,906 


5,600 
3,347 
878 
3,907 
82,633 
11,359 


107,724 


8,779 


1914 


$30,189 
9,430 
47,079 
29,150 


116,448 


4,336 
432 


4,327 

25,080 

1,450 


36,225 


1,255 


Coontries  of  origin. 


WOOT-EN  BRAIDS,  TASSELS, 

TRtMUiNos— continued 

Franc* 

AU  other 

Total 

LINEN    TAPESTBT  AND  CAR- 
PETS. 

OermauT 

United  States 

Franco 

United  Kingdom 

AU  other 

Total 

WOOUir  TAPESTRT  AND 
CARPETS. 

Germany 

Unllcd  States 

France 

United  Kingdom 

AU  other 

Total 


1913 


S4,323 
1,855 


11,656 


25,006 
372 

2,326 
23,230 

1,144 


54,078 


84,734 

1,548 

52,912 

£0,9« 

7,506 


197,652 


1914 


13,145 
729 


5,129 


5,236 


2,804 

11,790 

608 


»,43S 


27,«» 

41 

10,227 

17,568 

4,888 


60,674 


Bugs  and  Xats  Extensively  Used. 

The  greater  part  of  the  floor  coverings  other  than  "linoleum" 
consists  of  rugs  and  mats,  carpets  such  as  are  sold  by  the  yard  in  the 
United  States  to  cover  whole  floors  being  practically  unknown  here, 
except  on  staircases. 

A  list  of  local  importers  of  floor  coverings  may  be  had  from  the 
South  American  Trade  Directory,  which  is  purchasable  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  at  $1  per  copy.  Sirpplemental  lists  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices. 

American  manufacturers  who  desire  to  enter  this  market  should 
send  catalogues  and  samples,  the  latter  being  marked  "  amoatras  aem 
valor"  (samples  without  value),  and  should  address  these  firms  in 
the  Portuguese  language. 


Improvement  in  Fog  Signal. 

The  fog  signal  at  the  Stratford  Shoal  (Middle  Ground)  light  and 
fog  signal  station,  New  York,  has  recently  been  improved  in  power 
and  distribution  of  sound,  the  old  signal  having  been  found  deficient 
in  both  resxiects.    The  alterations  were  completed  at  a  c<»t  of  $6,000. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.  469 

VOOD  SITPPIY  OF  BBUISH  COlinOIA. 

IConsul  General  B.  E.  Mansfield,  Vanconver,  Canada,  July  14.] 

A  statement  recently  issued  by  the  Provincial  Horticulturist  fur- 
nishes some  interesting  statistics  concerning  the  production  and  im- 
portation of  food  products  in  British  Ck)lumbia.  The  figures  show 
that  in  1914  there  were  produced  in  the  Province  food  supplies  to  the 
value  of  $30,000,000,  while  during  the  same  period  imports,  con- 
sisting of  produce  which  might  have  been  raised  in  the  Province  were 
valued  at  $25,200,000.  Twenty  millions  were  imported  from  outside 
of  Canada,  and  $5,000,000  worth  from  other  parts  of  the  Dominion. 

The  live-stock  importations  for  1914  totaled  $5,800,000  and  dairy 
products  $4,500,000.  Of  these  40  per  cent  came  from  outside  of 
Canada  and  60  per  cent  from  other  Provinces.  The  butter  came 
mostly  from  eastern  Canada,  Alberta,  and  New  Zealand.  Of  meats, 
$2,800,000  worth  came  from  other  parts  of  Canada  and  $800,000  worth 
from  outside.  Of  fruits  and  vegetables,  $780,000  worth  were  im- 
ported from  outside  of  Canada,  and  of  eggs  and  honey,  $750,000  from 
Canadian  points  and  $670,000  from  outside.  The  imports  of  flour 
totaled  $2,400,000,  and  of  grain  and  fodder  from  Canada,  $4,800,000, 
and  from  outside  $600,000.  Canned  meats  were  imported  to  the 
value  of  $440,000,  and  fruits  and  jams  $225,000, 
Other  large  Importations. 

Seven  million  dollars'  worth  of  animals  and  meat  were  brought 
from  other  pai-ts  of  Canada  last  year  and  $1,250,000  from  outside  of 
Canada.  Most  of  the  mutton  consumed  is  imported.  Last  year  an 
enormous  quantity  of  eggs  were  imported,  some  from  as  far  away  as 
China  and  Australia,  and  of  poultry  about  $300,000  worth — equal  to 
the  home  production. 

There  were  imported  during  the  year  $3,300,000  worth  of  butter 
and  $370,000  worth  of  cheese,  besides  $750,000  worth  of  condensed 
milk  and  cream.  An  immense  amoimt  of  onions  were  also  imported, 
some  from  as  far  away  as  Spain,  which  could  be  grown  in  this  Prov- 
ince. Of  fruit  last  year  there  were  imported  8,000,000  pounds  of 
apples,  4,000,000  potmds  of  other  large  fruit,  and  2,000,000  pounds  of 
small  fruit. 
EmtMirgo  on  Exportation  of  Keat  From  Hew  Zealand. 

It  is  announced  that  owing  to  a  drought  in  New  Zealand  an  em- 
bargo has  been  placed  on  the  exportation  of  meat  as  a  means  of  con- 
servmg  the  food  supply  of  the  island.  This  will  in  a  measure  affect 
the  supply  for  British  Columbia,  as  considerable  meat  is  imported 
from  that  source,  especially  mutton,  which  is  transported  m  re- 
frigerator ships  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

TENinS  AND  FOOTBALL  DT  PEEING. 

The  following  item  from  a  Chinese  journal  would  indicate  an 
increasing  market  in  China  for  American  athletic  goods : 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior  the  Temple  of  Agriculture 
is  being  converted  into  a  beautiful  park.  In  the  forest  of  evergreen  trees  an 
ioclosure  has  been  built  to  keep  140  deer  from  the  Summer  Palace  in  Jehol. 
There  will  be  tennis  courts,  football  grounds,  and  lily  ponds.  Several  pavilions 
have  been  erected  at  different  points  in  the  large  compound  Inside  the  temple 
grounds,  some  built  according  to  old  Chinese  fashions  and  others  In  accordance 
with  modern  forms.  The  museum  in  which  ancient  sacriflclal  instruments  are 
kept  will  also  be  open  to  the  visitors. 
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HAMBUBO  EXPOBTS  TO  UIHTED  STATES. 

IConsul  General  Henry  H.  Morgan,  Eambarg,  Oermanj,  lone  30.| 

The  following  statement  shows  the  declared  value  of  exports  from 
the  Hamburg  consular  district  to  the  United  States  and  insular  pos- 
sessions during  the  first  half  of  this  year  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding periods  in  1913  and  1914: 


Exports  to  the  United  States. 


Jan.  1  to  June  30— 


191S 


1914 


191S 


From  Hamburg: 

Raw  materials 

Manufactured  goods 

Food  products 

MiscoUaneous 

Total  to  the  United  States 

Total  to  Philippine  Islands 

Total  to  Porto  Rico" 

Total  to  Hawaiian  Islands  a...  . 
From  Luebecic  to  United  States. 
From  Kiel  to  United  Slates 

Orend  totals 


15,738,441 
4,143,559 
1,202,999 
1,294,758 


16,937,962 

4,733,968 

1,372,064 

719,123 


$192,080 

679,663 

61,537 

139,328 


12,379,787 

.  879,5M 

n),592 

22,783 

214,497 

fi,91S 


13,763,716 
880,621 
83,007 
63,159 
194,395 
9,687 


1,073,107 
64,097 
0,34« 


8,619 

i,cao 


13,582,450 


14,994,585 


1,1S3,2S7 


<>  Mo  exports  (rem  Luebecic  and  Kiel  to  Philippines,  Porto  Rico,  or  Hawaiian  Islands. 


PEST  OF  LOCUSTS  IN  CHINA. 

[Vice  Consul  Alvin  W.  Gilbert,  SanWing,  June  18.] 

Yellow  locusts  have  appeared  on  Purple  Mountain  and  within  a 
radius  of  about  30  miles  soutlieast  of  Nanking.  They  are  the  hatch- 
ings of  the  swarms  that  arrived  here  last  fsdl  from  Kiangpei,  and 
in  places  cover  the  ground  some  inches  thick.  The  local  magistrate 
has  been  trying  to  exterminate  them  by  pounding  with  flails  before 
they  are  able  to  fly,  but  as  they  hatch  in  the  grass  and  feed  then 
until  their  wings  are  grown,  it  is  believed  that  his  eflForts  will  be 
iinsuccessful.  Similar  swarms  of  locusts  are  also  reported  as  appear- 
ing in  the  Grand  Canal  region  north  of  the  river,  so  that  the  pest 
already  appears  a  serious  menace  to  a  large  portion  of  this  con- 
sular district. 

EFFECTIVE  CONSXTLAB  WOEZ. 

One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  writes  that  a  well-known  shoe  manufacturing  com- 
pany in  the  United  States  wrot«  to  him  several  months  ago  asking 
for  advice  as  to  how  it  could  dispose  of  a  shipment  of  goods  which 
was  consigned  to  a  firm  in  a  foreign  country,  and  which  the  foreign 
firm  was  unable  to  take  from  the  customihouse.  The  commercial 
agent  advised  the  shoe  company  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  American 
consul  at  the  foreign  port. 

Under  date  of  July  10  the  shoe  company  wrote  the  commercial 
agent  that  through  the  kind  assistance  of  the  consular  officer  the 
goods  have  been  disposed  of  to  another  firm  and  payment  has  been 
received. 
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AMESIGAH  COPPEB  TBADE. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  July  17,  1915,  were  as  foUows: 


IMPQRTS. 

Countries. 

Ore,  matte,  and  regu- 
lus  (copper  contents). 

Figs,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 

Sptin 

POttlUft.  ■ 

Pound*. 
1,321,832 
40,866 

$250, 40ft 
6,634 

<*iuAt 

497,251 

13,437 

1,151,000 

$51,063 

1,075 

102,734 

Uexieo 

Cula 

Chfla 

171,050 
2,663,260 

30,47V 

P«ro. 

47,556 
356,042 

8,561 
64,088 

330,405 

Vennuela 

1,824,016 

321,241 

Total 

2,065,286 

227,521 

6,021,033 

«48,168 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Coontries. 


Fiance 

Qreeee  

Italy 

RoBsia  in  Asia. 

Spain 

Kiglaod 


Pigs,  Ingots,  burs, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 


Pounit. 

1,877,205 
13,4»> 
560,699 
448,076 
62,367 

3,269,844 


$341,083 

3,467 
112, 132 

69, 124 
610,509 

48,218 


Countries. 


Scotland... 
Canada  

Argentina. 

Total 


Figs,  ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 


Foundt. 
66,250 
60,746 
3,616 


6,351,262 


$10,305 

11,573 

41S 


1,206,787 


SHEFFIELS'S  SALES  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  John  M.  Saviigp,  Sheffield,  England,  July  2.] 

Of  a  total  decline  of  $312,325  in  the  declared  value  of  the  mer- 
chandise invoiced  at  the  Sheffield  consulate  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  in  the  quarter  just  ended,  when  contrasted  with  the 
declared  value  in  the  June  quarter  of  1914,  steel  accounted  for  $252,- 
732,  as  the  following  schedule  shows : 


Articles. 

Quarter  ended  June 
30— 

Articles. 

Quarter  ended  June 
30- 

U14 

1916 

1914 

1915 

Cutlery 

$63,117 
4  583 
13,557 
5,404 

$39,180 
584 

8,546 
10,283 

Steel  

$612,911 
66,423 

$360,179 
34,898 

Electro.plate  and  sUverware. . 

All  other  articles     

Total 

Pipeclay     

705,995 

453,670 

The  order  in  council  that  quite  recently  went  into  force  prohibit- 
ing, except  under  special  license,  the  exportation  of  steel  containing 
tungsten  or  molybdenum,  or  both,  and  any  tools  or  other  articles 
made  from  such  steel,  will  no  doubt  affect  the  export  trade  of 
Sheffield  in  such  articles  more  than  that  of  any  other  place  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  give  an  estimate  of  the 
extent  to  which  shipments  to  the  United  States  will  be  affected  by 
the  order,  but  it  is  thought  by  well-informed  people  that  the  amount 
will  be  considerable. 
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ITEW  ENOLAin)  FISEDTO  FLEETS'  FEOOUCT  FOB  TTTNE. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  reports  that  the  fishing  fleet  landing 
fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the 
month  of  June  consisted  of  295  steam  and  sail  vessels.  The  number 
of  trips  to  Boston  was  318,  the  fish  landed  aggregating  9,909,905 
pounds,  valued  at  $307,549;  to  Gloucester,  153  trips,  8,621,039  pounds, 
valued  at  $215,935;  and  to  Portland,  39  trips,  1,358,361  pounds, 
valued  at  $15,458;  a  total  for  the  three  ports  of  19,889,305  pounds, 
having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  of  $538,942. 

The  mackerel  fishery  during  the  month  was  fairly  successful,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  large  fares  of  both  fresh  and  salted  mackerel 
having  been  landed  at  Boston,  Gloucester,  and  Newport.  The  first 
mackerel  arriving  at  Boston  and  Gloucester  this  season  from  the 
"  Cape  Shore  "  (Nova  Scotia)  were  landed  on  Jime  7,  and  were  soon 
followed  by  the  arrival  of  10  other  fares  from  that  re^on.  These 
vessels  reported  a  large  body  of  fish  schooling  between  Liverpool  and 
Halifax.  Befpre  the  end  of  the  month,  several  vessels  of  the  Cape 
Shore  fleet  had  brought  in  two  trips  each  from  that  ground,  which  is 
an  unusual  occurrence. 

On  June  21,  59  swordfish  were  landed  at  Boston,  the  fii-st  catch  of 
the  season.  The  total  catch  for  the  month  was  344  fiish,  all  of  which 
were  marketed  at  Boston.  The  catch  of  fresh  haddock  exceeded  that 
for  May  by  1,755,798  pounds.  The  amoimt  taken  by  otter  trawlers 
was  1,333,210  pounds,  and  that  by  line  trawlers  2,042,948  pounds. 
The  salt  bank-fishermen  of  Gloucester  have  done  well,  several  vessels 
of  the  early  fleet  having  brought  in  good  fares  of  salt  cod.  Vessels 
fishing  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  North  have  also  met  with  good  success. 


TIME  EXTENDED  FOB  FHILIFFINE  FOBEST  BIDS. 

The  Bureau  of  Forestry  of  the  Philippine  Islands  has  again  ex- 
tended the  time  for  the  receiving  of  bids  for  a  forest  concession  cov- 
ering the  area  known  as  the  Tayabas-Camarines  tract,  information 
to  this  effect  having  been  conveyed  in  a  cablegram  from  Manilla  to 
the  Bureau  of  Insular  Afi'airs  of  the  AVar  Department.  It  is  an- 
nounced that  the  bids  will  be  opened  at  noon  on  October  1,  1916. 
The  original  announcement  regarding  this  tract,  published  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Keports  October  3,  1914,  set  November  14  of 
that  year  as  tlie  date  for  the  opening  of  bids,  but  in  November  (Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Keports,  Nov.  23,  1915)  it  was  announced 
that  the  time  was  extended  to  January  14,  1915,  and  since  then 
further  extensions  have  been  decided  uj)on.  The  terms  of  the  conces- 
sion require  the  establishment  of  sawmills  and  logging  operations. 

The  Bureau  of  Forestry  also  proposes  to  grant  a  concession  cover- 
ing the  Tambang  tract  on  the  Caramoan  Peninsula  in  the  Cama- 
rines,  and  announces  that  upon  the  receipt  of  the  first  satisfactory 
application  the  concession  will  be  advertised  and  bids  invited. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  is  prepared  to  furnish  information 
regarding  these  forest  tracts. 

Slate  production  in  the  United  States  averages  $6,000,000  in  value 
annually.  Building  inactivity  decreased  the  output  last  year,  but 
there  was  an  increased  demand  for  blackboard  materiaL 
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THE  TEAB'S  FOSEiaH  TBADE. 

In  exports  of  domestic  products,  in  aggregate  value  of  foreign 
trade,  and  in  favorable^  balance  of  trade  the  United  States  made  a 
new  high  record  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jime  30,  1915.  Imports  and 
exports  combined  totaled  $4,442,864,272,  an  increase  of  $184,000,000 
over  1914  and  of  $164,000,000  over  1913,  the  prior  high-record  year  in 
total  trade. 

Exports  in  1915  totaled  $2,768,643,532,  an  increase  of  $404,000,000 
over  1914  and  of  $303,000,000  over  1913.  Imports  aggregated 
$1,674,220,740,  a  decrease  of  $219,700,000  from  last  year's  total  and 
of  $138,800,000  from  that  for  1913. 

The  excess  of  exports  over  imports  for  the  year  1915  was  $1,- 
094,422,792,  which  sum  exceeded  by  $428,000,000  the  former  high 
record  made  in  1908  and  by  $623,800,000  the  export  balance  for  1914. 

June,  1915,  exports  were  $268,601,599  and  exceeded  by  $111,530,000 
the  total  for  June  last  year.  June  imports  were  $157,7^6,140,  or  less 
bv  $216,690  than  those  for  June,  1914,  but  $26,500,000  more  than  those 
for  June,  1913. 

Of  the  June,  1915,  imports  62.94  per  cent  entered  free  of  duty,  com- 
pared with  59.32  per  cent  for  June,  1914,  and  50.88  per  cent  for  June, 
1913.  Of  the  year's  imports  61.73  per  cent  were  duty  free ;  in  1914, 
59.43  per  cent. 

The  year's  gold  movements  included  imports,  $171,568,755 ;  exports, 
$146,224,148.  In  1914  the  figures  were— imports,  $66,538,659 ;  exports, 
$112,038y529.  Tlie  month  of  June,  1915,  reversed  the  conditions 
shown  in  June  last  year,  June  gold  imports  having  been  $62,341,740 
this  year  and  $3,817,112  last  year,  while  gold  exports  last  month  were 
only*$2,821,988,  against  $48,107,064  in  June,  1914. 


ELECTBICAI  COOKINa  DEHONSTBATION  IN  CANADA. 

[Consal  Henry  P.  Starrctt,  Fort  William,  Ontario.  July  21.] 

Beginning  July  26  the  Public  Utilities  Commission  of  the  city  of 
Port  Arthur,  Ontario,  will  give  a  daily  electrical  Rooking  demonstra- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  local  consumers  of  current.  The  commission 
hopes  by  this  means  to  create  sufficient  interest  in  electrical  cooking 
to  warrant  a  special  rate  for  cooking  purposes. 

A  complete  installation,  showing  the  cost  of  each  individual  cook- 
ing operation,  will  be  made.  Afternoon  tea  will  be  served  to  visitors. 
Demonstrations  will  be  given  daily,  and  the  local  dealers  of  electrical 
units  are  invited  to  display  their  goods. 

[A  full  report  relative  to  the  market  in  this  district  for  electrical 
appliances  was  published  in  the  Commerce  Reports  of  June  28, 1915.] 

WASHINaTON  BANE  OPENS  BBANCH  IN  CANAL  ZONE. 

The  Commercial  National  Bank  of  Washington,  D.  C,  has  opened 
a  branch  bank  in  the  Masonic  Building,  C!ristobal,  Canal  Zone,  for 
the  transaction  of  business  on  the  same  lines  as  the  home  institution. 
This  branch  will  act  as  fiscal  agent  for  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  will  offer  facilities  for  exchange,  deposits,  and  dis^count 
business.  The  opening  took  place  on  July  15, 1915.  The  Commercial 
National  had  already  established  a  branch  in  Panama  City,  as  noted 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  May  15, 1915. 
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BECEirr  AHEBICAH  TB;ADE  STATISTICS. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
July  24,  1916,  at  13  principal  customs  distriQts  of  the  United  States 
were: 


Districts. 


Imparts. 


Duties 
oollecled. 


Exports. 


Georgia  (Savannah) 

Massachusetts  (Boston) 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Uaryland  (Daltimore).. 

Virginia  (Norfolk) 

New  Orleans 

Galveston 

San  Francisco 

Washington  (Seattle)... 

Buflalo 

Chicago 

Jf  ichigan  (Detroit) , 

Total , 


S23,392 
134,574 
632,940 
905,543 
385,233 
738,272 
715,233 
271,100 
545,264 
395,113 
556,810 
481,232 
529,203 


S1,3SS 

226,205 

2,868,673 

220.801 

37,668 

16,358 

23,201 

64,762 

129,428 

52, 519 

11,620 

93,586 

16, 141 


r40,307 
3,261,931 
34,399,033 
1,188,783 
1,439,691 
2,220,447 
2,201,413 
1,801,224 
1,042,553 
2,100,891 
1,487,343 
6S,263 
2,783,477 


31,213,917 


3,762,327 


54,122,360 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  July  24  in  the  13  customs  districts  of 
$22,908,443.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  90  per  cent  of 
the  import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  trans- 
actions in  May,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  July  24  amounted  to 
45,712  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1914,  approximately 
8,441,028  bales. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  at  the  13 
principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  by  weeks,  for  the 
period  ended  July  24,  follows: 


Week  ending- 


Imports, 


Duties  col- 
lected. 


Exports. 


Excess  o( 
exports. 


Junes |t27,017,6Sl 

June  12 32,621,619 

June  19 30,062,279 

June  26 31,894,639 

July  3 29,896,465 

July  10 ., 23,126,932 

July  17 32,908,191 

July 24 31,213,917 


$3,253,010 

3,533.676 
4,373,381 
3,591,838 
3,100,059 
2,734,116 
3,778,167 
3,762,327 


(44,213,871 

46,877,826 
49,177,367 
40,944,204 
50,442,243 
40,501,146 
40,270,653 
54,122,380 


$17,196,230 

14,256,207 
19, 11.'),  OSS 

9,04'J,.Mo 
20,545,778 
17,074,214 

7,3112,362 
22,903,443 


lEATHES  PTTBCHASES  OF  FOBT  UMON. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  Costa  Rica,  July  6.] 

The  value  of  the  annual  receipts  of  leather  at  Port  Limon  is  about 
$100,000,  of  which  over  70  per  cent  comes  from  the  United  States, 
13  per  cent  from  Germany,  10  per  cent  from  France,  and  7  per  cent 
from  England.  Much  of  this  leather  is  cut  uppers  for  shoes.  Very 
little  sole  leather  is  brought  in,  as  the  domestic  article  is  generally 
used,  although  of  poor  quality. 

Practically  all  the  leather  is  imported  by  two  large  wholesale 
houses,  whose  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  The  Costa  Kican  duty 
on  imported  cut  leather  is  $0,053  per  pound ;  on  skins,  hides,  etc.,  not 
cut,  $0.0105.  In  addition  there  is  a  surtax  of  5  per  cent  of  the  duty 
on  imports  at  Port  Limon  for  consumption  in  this  vicinity. 
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AHEBICAN  SHOES  IN  CUBA. 

IC<«isal  P.  Merrill  Qrlffltb,  Santiago,  3n\j  12.] 

Although  about  80  per  cent  of  the  shoes  used  in  Santiago  de  Cuba 
and  throughout  this  consular  district  is  of  American  manufacture, 
the  demand,  on  account  of  their  superior  quality  and  style  in  com- 
parison with  those  of  Spanish,  Austrian,  or  French  make,  is  con- 
stantljr  increasing. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  there  were  imported 
into  Cuba  4,010,116  pairs  of  shoes,  the  valuation  of  which  was  $4.- 
249,681.  Of  this  quantity  3,259,690  pairs  came  from  the  United 
States,  which  were  valued  at  $3,398,940. 

The  rate  of  duty  on  shoes  from  countries  other  than  the  United 
States  is  13  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  in  addition,  per  pair,  19.5  cents 
for  men's  shoes,  13  cents  for  women's  shoes,  and  6.5  cents  for  chil- 
dren's shoes;  imports  from  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  30  per  cent  of  the  duty,  which  would  make  the  rate  9.1  per 
cent  ad  valorem  plus  13.65  cents,  9.1  cents,  and  4.55  cents  per  pair, 
respectively. 

The  older  inhabitants  still  cling  to  the  old  Spanish  style,  but  the 
younger  i)eople  in  particular  prefer  the  American  styles. 

The  demand  is  for  both  high  and  low  tan,  patent-leather,  kid,  and 
white  shoes.  The  high  shoe  is  used  more  extensively  throughout  the 
sugar  districts,  and  the  low  shoes  are  popular  in  the  cities.  There  is 
practically  no  demand  for  rubber  overshoes. 

There  are  three  shoe  factories  on  the  island,  in  which  only  styles 
for  Cuba  are  made,  and  these  exclusively  for  women  and  children. 
In  these  faictories  Goodyear  welting  machinery  is  not  used.  All  of 
the  sole  leather  used  in  Cuba  is  of  domestic  manufacture,  but  all  of 
the  uppers  are  imported,  principally  from  the  United  States.  There 
are  several  wholesale  and  retail  shoe  stores  in  Santiago.  The  retail 
stores  are  attractive  and  compare  favorably  with  similar  stores  in  the 
United  States.  No  one-price  system  is  employed,  however,  and  the 
prices  of  shoes  vary  solely  according  to  appearance. 

American  manufacturers  interested  in  extending  their  trade  in 
Cuba  should  send  out  representatives  who  are  familiar  with  the 
social  and  business  customs  of  the  people  and  thoroughly  conversant 
in  ifee  Spanish  language. 

Seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  duty  paid  on  samples  is  returned  when 
the  goods  are  removed  from  the  country  and  the  salesman  has  a  right 
to  keep  them  as  samples  three  months.  These  samples  are  not  muti- 
lated in  any  way,  as  they  are  in  some  other  countries. 

[The  names  of  the  leading -shoe  dealers  of  Cuba  will  be  found  in  the 
new  West  India  and  Central  American  Trade  Directory,  which  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  in  press.] 


Increased  Canadian  Heat  Exports  to  Great  Britain. 

For  the  eight  months  ended  March  31,  1915,  Consul  Dreher,  of 
Toronto,  notes  that  the  exports  of  meat  from  Canada  to  Great 
Britain  totaled  84,520,032  pounds,  a  gain  of  370  per  cent  over  the 
like  period  last  year.  The  principal  were  bacon,  61,935,602  pounds; 
hams,  6,917,423;  pork,  5,793,870  pounds;  and  canned  meats,  5,996,900 
pounds. 
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MOBE  CANADIAN  SECTTBITIES  SOLD  IN  NEW  TOBE. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  July  22.] 

A  press  dispatch  from  Ottawa  announces  the  sale  in  New  York  of 
$25,000,000  of  one-year  Dominion  notes  at  5  per  cent  at  par  and 
$15,000,000  two-year  5  per  cent  notes  at'  99J,  the  holders  having  the 
option  of  exchanging  these  notes  for  5  per  cent  20-year  debentures. 
The  proceeds  of  these  sales  will  provide  for  the  capital  expenditure 
of  the  Dominion  during  the  current  year  upon  undertakings  now  in 
course  of  construction  in  Canada.  The  disposal  of  these  short-term 
notes  increases  the  amount  of  Canadian  securities  sold  in  the  United 
States  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  a  little  more  than 
$100,000,000,  the  total  sales  of  such  securities  to  all  countries  for  that 
period  being  $168,659,206. 

A  loan  of  such  a  large  amount  effected  in  New  York  should  tend  to 
improve  exchange  conditions  between  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
exchange  at  present  being  strongly  in  favor  of  the  latter.  Having 
regard  to  the  loss  by  exchange  (amounting  to  IJ^  per  cent)  in  trans- 
ferring funds  from  London  to  New  York,  which  is  the  Canadian  ex- 
change center,  the  rate  of  interest  on  the  recent  loan  is  as  advan- 
tageous as  the  rate  at  which  a  similar  loan  could  be  placed  in  London. 
Payment  for  the  securities  being  in  New  York  funds,  the  Dominion 
gets  the  benefit  of  the  existing  premium  on  New  York  exchange  in 
transferring  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  to  Canada. 

No  treasury  bills  are  now  outstanding  against  the  Dominion,  and 
the  amount  just  borrowed  will  meet  its  requirements  till  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  view  of  the  heavy  financial  demands  for  the  movement 
of  this  year's  crop,  and  to  the  business  and  agricultural  community 
generally,  the  Government  has  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  resort  to 
a  Canadian  domestic  loan  issue  of  bonds. 


IHPOBTS  OF  POTASH  SALTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports 
of  potash  salts  mto  the  United  States  during  the  month  of  June  and 
the  six  months  ending  June,  1914  and  1915.  The  items  are  so 
grouped  as  to  show  the  potash  salts  used  chiefiy  as  fertilizers  and 
other  potash  salts.     The  ton  given  is  the  long  ton  of  2,240  pounds. 


Articles 


June— 


1914 


191S 


Six  montbs  ending  June— 


1914 


19U 


Fertilizer  nits: 

Kalnit 

Manure  salts 

Sulphateof  potash. 

Muriate  ot  potash. 
Other  potash  .salts: 

Carbonate  of  pot- 
ash   

Hydrate  of  potash. 

Nitrate  of  potash.. 

Cyanide  of  potash. 

Other  potasn  salts. 


Totu. 
17,891 
33,1S1 
16,473 
3,000 

Pounds. 

1,385,750 

740,930 

479,881 

22,400 

540,295 


Valtit. 
t85,78B 
365,539 
552,701 
126,631 


41,137 
31,249 
17,001 
3.558 
50,835 


Tom. 
2,860 


Value. 
163,265 


1,095 
320 

Pinmdt. 
588 

7,000 


11,275 


131,692 
48,273 


41 

937 


3,159 


TofU. 
257,253 
114,820 
37,788 
106,759 

Pounds. 
11,252,825 
4,203,508 
1,558,920 
298,377 
3,244,686 


Value. 
(1,200,937 
1,480,690 
1,460,336 
3,733,076 


323,895 
159,862 
52,660 
40,920 
291,910 


Tone. 
6,646 
12,456 
9,901 
£6,455 

Poundt. 
8,396,622 
3, 023,942 
6,855 
828,527 
2,075,535 


Vohu. 
t9<,818 
179,323 
537.323 
2,384,371 


261,375 
96,893 
40O 
124,934 
305,729 
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7B0P0SAIS  FOB  GOTEBNMEirr  SXIFPIIES  ASH  CONSTSUCnON. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  nnmed,  and  speciflcatloni  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases. where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  aboold  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malllns  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Bviher,  iron,  copper,  etc..  No.  2509. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bulldiuj;,  Portland,  Me., 
ontil  Aagust  16,  1915,  for  purchase  of  old  materials  such  as  bell  metal, 
rubber,  Iron,  copper,  yellow  metal,  rope,  boats,  etc.  Blank  proposals  and 
particnlars  may  be  had  by  addressing  above  office. 

Canal  excavation.  No.  2510. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Malta,  Mont.,  until  August  12,  1915, 
for  about  355,000  cubic  yards  of  canal  excavation.  The  work  Is  located 
from  3  to  10  miles  from  Saco,  Mont.,  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway.  Fur- 
ther particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  Reclamation 
Service,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  Denver,  Colo. ;  or  Malta,  Mont. 

Oa»yicne  track,  No.  2511. — Seeled  proposals,  in  triplicate,  will  be  received  by 
the  Chief  Clerk,  Department  of  Commerce,  Nineteenth  Street  and  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue  NW.,  Wa.shington,  D.  C,  until  August  9,  1915,  for  furnish- 
ing the  Department  of  Commerce  with  one  1,000-pound  capacity  gasoline 
truck  for  delivery  at  Washington,  D.  C,  free  of  all  charges  for  transporta- 
tion and  delivery.  Blanlws  for  proposals,  etc.,  may  be  had  by  applying  to 
the  above  office. 

Construction  V}ork,  No.  2512. — Sealed  proposal;^  Indorsed  "Proposals  for  ex- 
tensioD  of  wharf,"  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 
Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Augnst  21,  1915,  for  extension 
of  wharf  at  the  naval  training  station,  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Plans  and 
specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above  Bureau  or  to  the 
commaiida^it  of  the  naval  triiinlng  station  named. 

Repair  of  breakwaters.  No.  2513. — Sealed  proposals  for  furnishing  and  placing 

about  2,000  long  tons  of  riprap  for  the  repair  of  breakwaters  at  Duck 

Island  H&rbor  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Housatonlc  River,  Comi.,  wUi  be 

.  received  at  the  office  of  the  United  States  Engineers,  Ne'w  London,  Conn., 

until  August  10,  1915.    Further  information  on  application. 

Woolen  blankets.  No.  2514. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  August  20,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States 
penitentiaries  at  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  McNeil  Island,  Wash., 
and  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice, 
Washington,  D.  C,  COO,  300,  60,  and  140  blankets,  respectively,  in  accord- 
ance with  specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  Washington  office. 

Drefifing,  No.  2515. — Sealed  proposals  Indorsed  "  Proposals  for  Dredging  "  will 
be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  August  14.  1915,  for  dredging  at  the  navy  yard,  Puget 
Sound,  Wash.  Amount  available,  $15,000.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy 
yard,  Bremerton,  Wash. 

Construction  work.  No.  2516. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  in  the  office  of 
tie  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Deimrtment,  Washington,  D.  C,  on 
August  12,  1015,  for  the  construction  complete,  including  mechanical  equip- 
ment, except  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches  for  tiic  United  States  post 
office  at  North  Attleboro,  Mass.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  North  Attleboro  or  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  office. 

Uoorings,  No.  2517. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  Ihe 
Lighthouse  Injector,  Tompkinsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  August  4,  1915,  for  fur- 
nishing moorings  for  light  vessels  and  buoys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1916,  consisting  of  light  vessel  chain,  buoy  chain,  mushroom 
anchors,  swlveis,  and  shackles.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be 
had  by  addressing  the  above  office. 
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Construction  work.  No.  2518.— Sealed  proposals  Indorsed  "  Proposals  for  raAtr 
station  buildings,"  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docket 
Navy  Department,  Wash.,  D.  C,  until  August  28,  1915,  for  constructing 
one  briclc  power  house  and  one  wood-frame  quarters  at  the  Naval  Rndla 
Station,  Isabel,  Tex.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  the  bureau. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2519. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Wash., 
D.  C,  on  August  6,  1915,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  articles  hereinafter  specified; 
electrically  operated  passenger  elevator  and  dumb-waiter,  band-operated 
freight  elevators,  boiler  tubes,  steam  cocks,  portable  tool  stands  and  lathe 
pans,  cold-rolled  steel,  tool  steel,  steel  cable,  valves,  brass  floor  drains, 
air  hose,  magnesia  pipe  covering,  paper,  bristol  board,  memorandum  books, 
douglas  fir  and  yellow-pine  lumber,  spud  timbers,  and  white-oak  lumber. 
Circular  No.  955. 

Light  station.  No.  2520. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washlngrton,  D.  C,  untU 
September  30,  1915,  for  furuisbiug  materials  and  labor  for  the  construction 
of  Navassa  Island  Light  Station,  West  Indies.  Full  particulars  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  above  office. 

Construction  tcork.  No.  2521. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  in  the  Supervis- 
ing Architect's  Office.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  on  August 
13,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical  equipment, 
lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  for  the  United  States  post  office  at  Gardi- 
ner, Me.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian 
of  site  at  Gardiner,  Me.,  or  at  the  above  office. 

Laterals,  lublaterals,  etc..  No.  2522. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service  at  St.  Ignatius,  Mont, 
until  August  18,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  laterals,  sublaterals,  and  ap- 
purtenant structures  on  the  Flathead  project,  involving  about  83,900  cubic 
yards  of  excavation,  560  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  3,500  square  yards  of 
paving,  the  placing  of  about  33,500  pounds  of  reinforcing  steel  and  74,000 
feet  b.  m.  of  luml)er,  and  the  manufacturing  and  laying  of  about  1,0(X)  linear 
feet  of  concrete  pipe.  The  work  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  Flat- 
head River,  from  10  to  18  miles  southwest  of  Poison  and  9  to  16  miles 
northwest  of  Ronan,  Mont  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  from 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Denver,  Colo., 
or  St.  Ignatius,  Mont 

Automobile  chassis.  No.  2523. — Sealed  proposals  will  bf  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  11,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  car.  Rock  Island 
Arsenal,  111.,  one  gasoline  automobile  chassis  in  accordance  with  the  special 
specifications  for  automobile  chassis  for  armored  motor  car.  United  States 
Army,  dated  July  20,  1915,  and  the  instructions  to  bidders  and  general 
specifications  governing  the  manufacture  and  inspection  of  gun  carriages, 
etc.,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  at  the  above  office. 

Cocrete  wharf.  No.  2524. — Sealed  proiwsals  indorsed  "'  Proposals  for  reinforced 
concrete  wharf"  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy 
Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  18,  1915,  for  constructing 
a  reinforced  concrete  wharf  at  the  United  States  Naval  Station,  Pearl 
Harbor,  Hawaii.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  bureau  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  named. 

Construction  tcork.  No.  2525. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  office,  Treasury  Department  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  19,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (including  mechanical  equip- 
ment, interior  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post 
office  at  Blackwell,  Okla.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  at 
a  later  date  from  the  custodian  of  site  at  Blackwell,  Okla.,  or  the  above 
office. 
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Subsistence  stores.  No.  2526. — Sealed  proposals  win  be  received  at  General 
Depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115-123  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  111. ; 
office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; 
office  of  the  Depot  Quartermaster,  'United  States  Army,  Omaha,  Nebr., 
until  August  4,  1916,  for  the  following  articles:  Lard,  serial  number  96; 
breakfast  bacon,  serial  number  125 ;  sliced  beef,  serial  number  131 ;  sugar- 
cored  ham,  serial  number  195;  portc  sausaRe,  serial  numt>er  261;  V.  S. 
sausage,  serial  number  262.  Quantities  and  further  particulars  may  be 
obtained  from  any  of  the  above  offices. 

Repair  ioork,  Ko.  2527. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  doclclng  and  repairing  light- 
house tender  Camellia.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  l>e  ob- 
tained by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Construction  xeorTc,  No.  2528. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  in  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  on 
August  16,  1915,  for  the  construction  (except  mechanical  equipment,  ele- 
vator, lifts,  and  dumb-waiter)  of  the  immigration  station  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
-Unclnding  pipe  tunnels,  approaches,  and  wharf.  One  4-story,  one  3-story, 
and  two  2-8tory  buildings  of  fireproof  construction,  with  slate, 
tile,  and  composition  roofs,  etc.  Further  particulars,  with  drawings  and 
st)eciflcation8,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Commissioner  of  Immigration, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  or  at  the  above  office. 


ITEW  CHIHOJAPANESE  BANE. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  June  21.] 

It  is  generally  understood  in  political  and  banking  circles  in  East- 
em  ports  that  one  of  the  mdsl  immediate  results  of  the  granting  of 
new  concessions  and  privileges  to  Japan  in  China,  under  the  recent 
treaty  foUofwing  the  taking  of  Tsingtau,  will  be  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Japanese  bank  in  China,  with  branches  in  all  the  principal 
Chinese  ports,  especially  in  North  China  and  the  Yangtze  Valley. 

STe'wspaper  reports  indicate  that  discussion  in  Tokio  contemplates 
an  institution  with  a  capital  of  $15,000,000  to  $25,000,000  gold. 
Hongkong  authorities  seem  to  be  agreed  in  a  general  way  that 
Japan  will  be  unable  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the 
new  treaty  without  some  such  an  institution,  but  they  disagree  as  to 
the  exact  nature  of  the  proposed  organization.  There  seems  to  be 
an  agreement  here  that  there  is  little  if  any  capital  in  Japan  now 
avajlable  for  investment  in  China,  the  implication  being  that  any 
such  institution  as  that  proposed  would  have  to  have  powerful 
Chinese  backing  to  be  a  success.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  such  support 
could  be  had  at  present.  In  a  general  way  bankers  do  not  seem  to 
expect  much  action  imder  the  provisions  of  the  recent  treaty  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war  in  Europe  and  some  degree  of  recovery 
of  international  finances. 


Consular  ^^encies  Closed. 


The  Department  of  State  announces  the  closing  of  the  American 
consular  agencies  at  the  following  places:  Denia,  Spain;  Topia, 
Mexico ;  Nelson,  British  Columbia ;  Baracoa,  Cuba ;  Matthew  Town, 
iWest  Indies. 
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FOSEIGN  TBASE  OPPOBTTTNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  feraneli 

office*.] 

Writing  paper.  No.  17638. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Urugnay  has  sent 
samples  of  a  cheap  grade  of  writing  paper  which  Importers  In  that  coun- 
try desire  to  purchase  in  the  United  States.  It  was  previously  imported  In 
boxes  of  50  envelopes  and  50  sheets  of  paper,  or  40  each.  If  manufacturers 
can  supply  this  paper  and  envelopes  In  a  box  similar  to  the  sample  which 
may  be  examined  at  the  bu'teau  or  its  branch  offices,  It  Is  stated  that 
25,000  boxes  will  be  ordered.  It  Is  explained  that  cash  wUl  be  paid  against 
documents,  and  that  credit  will  be  guaranteed  through  a  New  York  bank. 
Samples  and  prices  should  be  sent  to  the  consular  officer. 

Shoes,  No.  17639. — ^A  manufacturer's  agent  in  Russia  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  act  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  American 
manufacturers. of  high  grade  shoes  for  women.  Samples,  catalogues,  etc., 
should  be  sent  at  once.  He  desires  to  act  on  a  commission  basis.  Bank 
references  are  given. 

General  agency.  No.  17640. — An  American  consular  officer  in  New  Zealand  re- 
ports that  a  representative  of  a  business  firm  In  his  district  contemplates 
visiting  the  United  States  on  a  six  months'  business  trip  to  study  conditions 
and  take  over  the  representation  of  25  or  30  lines  which  he  may  think  best 
adapted  to  the  markets  of  that  country.  He  expects  to  arrive  in  the  United 
States  the  latter  part  of  July.  It  is  stated  that  the  man  has  had  a  great  deal 
of  experience  in  handling  goods  in  Australasia.  It  Is  stated  that  the  com- 
pany which  he  represents  is  In  a  position  to  pay  cash  at  the  port  of  slilp- 
meut  if  necessary,  but  jprefers  to  pay  cash  against  shipping  documents  at 
port  of  Arrival. 

Envelopes,  No.  17641. — The  New  Zealand  Government  has  asked  for  tenders 
for  3,670,000  envelopes  of  11  different  classes,  two  kinds  of  cords,  and  8 
tons  of  bichromate  of  potash,  ns  per  list  which  may  t>e  examined  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Tenders 
must  be  submitted  by  August  11,  1915,  «nd  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Chairman,  Public  Service  Stores  Tender  Board,  Wellington,  New  Zealand. 
The  bureau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  this  opportunity. 

Olasstcare,  shoes,  enameled  ware,  stationery,  etc..  No.  17642. — The  Department 
of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturer's  agent  in  the 
West  Indies  stating  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  glassware,  enameled  ware,  crockery,  canned 
foodstuffs,  cottonseed  oil,  kerosene  oil,  clothing,  notions,  stationery,  clocks, 
watches,  combs  and  brushes,  perfumery,  soaps,  leather  goods,  toilet  articles, 
toys,  etc.    References  are  given. 

General  representation,  No.  17643. — ^The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  New  York  City  stating 
that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  mer- 
chandise suitable  for  exportation  to  Porto  Rico  by  mail,  parcel  post,  or  ex- 
press.   He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 

Buttons,  buckles,  and  lining  tapes,  etc..  No.  17644. — ^An  American  consular  officer 
in  France  reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quo- 
tations and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  metal,  bone, 
and  composition  buttons,  metal  trouser  buckles,  and  lining  tapes.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  port  of  delivery.  Samples  of  the  articles  de- 
sired may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Felt,  No.  17645. — A  firm  In  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it 
desires  to  Import  white  felt  similar  to  the  sample  which  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  This  material  is  used  in  the  operation 
of  cardboard  manufacturing  machinery  and  consists  of  one  endless  piece, 
66.929  inches  wide  and  266.141  inches  long.  It  is  stated  that  the  firm  has 
been  [mying  $71.40  for  these  pieces  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Bank  references  are 
given. 
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LACE  OF  SHIPPma  FACILITIES  AT  ADEN. 

[Consul  William  J.  Grace,  Aden,  British  Arabia,  July  1.] 

The  merchants  here  are  complaining  bitterly  of  the  lack  of  ship- 
ping facilities  between  Aden  and  America.  Many  merchants  have 
had  to  discontinue  buying,  as  their  warehouses  are  full  and  they 
have  no  way  of  shipping  the  contents  thereof  to  the  United  States. 
The  Italian  vessels  are  giving  preference  to  shipments  to  Italy. 
As  there  is  plenty  of  cargo  for  Italy  there  is,  therefore,  no  space  for 
cargo  to  be  transshipped  to  the  iJnited  States.  The  Italian  lines 
have  increased  their  freight  rates  100  per  cent  and  their  passenger 
rates  33J  per  cent  over  ante  helium  prices. 

AMEEICAN  GLASS  IN  HONGEONG. 

(Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  China,  June  21.] 

Considerable  quantities  of  window  and  plate  glass  for  mirrors  have 
been  imported  into  South  China  from  the  United  States  during  the 
past  few  weeks,  the  imports  following  the  establishing  of  connections 
with  American  manufacturers  after  the  supply  of  Belgian  glass  was 
s-hut  off  by  the  war  in  Europe.  Hongkong  importers  express  grati- 
fication at  the  small  loss  by  breakage  in  shipments  so  far  received. 
Since  American  glass  is  higher  in  price  than  the  Belgian  material 
and  in  view  of  high  freight  rates  now  obtaining  the  matter  of  break- 
age is  one  of  unusual  importance,  and  since  most  shipments  so  far 
have  come  by  rail  across  tne  United  States  and  thence  by  the  Pacific 
instead  of  by  way  of  the  Suez  Canal  it  was  feared  that  the  per- 
centage of  loss  would  be  high.  American  packing  in  this  case  has 
been  found  very  satisfactory. 

Ensanada's  Bestrictei  Purchases. 

Consul  Claude  E.  Guyant  sends  statistics  showing  the  decreased 
imports  this  year  into  the  Lower  California  port  of  Ensanada.  The 
total  for  the  first  six  months  was  only  $99,131  (including  $05,000 
worth  of  crude  opium).  All  came  from  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  were 
only  half  the  port's  purchases  in  the  first  half  of  1912. 
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HAEEET  FOE  OIHSENO  DT  INSO-CHnrA. 

[Conitil  Iiawrence  P.  Brlggg,  Saigon,  E'rench  Indo-CUna,  Jone  1.1 

The  400,000  Chinese  in  Indo-China  constitute  an  important  ele- 
ment. Nearly  all  are  in  business,  and  they  control  the  trade  in  rice 
and  fish  products — the  two  leading  industries  of  Indo-China — as 
well  as  the  cinnamon  trade  of  Annam  and  many  other  important 
branches  of  industry.  The  chief  center  of  Chinese  population  in 
Indo-China  is  Cholon,  the  rice-milling  suburb  of  Saigon  and  the  most 
populous  city  of  Indo-China. 

Fai-fo,  near  Tourane  in  Annam,  is  another  Chinese  settlement,  and 
they  are  found  in  many  other  industrial  centers,  particularly  in 
Cochin  China.  Their  racial  similarity  to  the  Tonkinese  and  Annam- 
ites  and  their  intellectual  and  commercial  superiority  to  these  na- 
tives give  them  an  advantage  in  trade  and  in  the  introduction  of 
their  customs  and  products. 

One  class  of  products  to  which  the  Chinese  cling  tenaciously  is 
their  medicines  and  medicinal  herbs.  These  are  imported,  sometimes 
to  the  value  of  $500,000  annually.  Contact  witli  French  medical 
science  seems  to  mark  no  diminution  in  this  trade.  On  the  con- 
trary their  medicines  appeal  more  strongly  to  the  natives  than  do 
the  French  remedies,  and  the  trade  in  Chinese  medicines  is  steadily 
increasing. 

One  of  the  most  prized  of  their  medicinal  herbs  is  ginseng.  Its 
importation  at  Saigon  totals  100  to  200  pounds  annually,  valued  at 
$10,000  to  $20,000.  Perhaps  80  per  cent  of  the  ginseng  used  in  Tndo- 
China  enters  at  Saigon.  In  common  with  other  Chmese  medicinal 
herbs  it  pays  an  import  duty  of  00  francs  per  100  kilos  (5.25  cents  a 
pound).  It  is  much  prized  as  a  general  tonic  and  as  a  special  remedy 
for  disorders  and  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  It  retails  at  about 
$100  to  $200  per  pound.  Practically  the  entire  supply  comes  from 
Korea. 

There  are  18  Chinese  pharmacies  in  Saigon  and  30  to  40  in  Cholon ; 
but  most  of  the  ginseng  is  imported  by  Tek  Hoon  Tong  and  Ban  Teck 
Tong,  of  Saigon,  and  Sin  Hock  Tong  and  Kwong  Hoon  Tong,  of 
Cholon. 

OIL  BEFINEE7  FOE  CANADA. 

(Consul  Samuel  C.  Rcat,  Calgary,  Alberta  Province,  July  21.] 

A  refinery,  with  a  first  unit  capacity  of  500  barrels  of  oil  a  day, 
is  to  be  established  in  the  Calgary  district  by  the  Southern  Alberta 
Jlefineries  (Ltd.),  head  offices  in  Calgary,  a  company,  capital 
$200,000,  whicli  has  been  organized  to  handle  the  product  of  the 
Southern  Alberta  Oil  Co.'s  well. 

The  refinery  will  probably  be  located  at  Sandstone,  a  few  miles 
north  of  Okotoks,  where  there  is  a  siding  and  the  oil  will  be  pumped 
through  a  pipe  line  from  the  well.  The  company  has  not  yet  pur- 
chased macninery  for  its  refining  plant,  and  is  asking  for  prices  and 
quotations. 

Exploration  for  petroleum  oils  extending  over  a  period  of  almost 
two  years  still  contmues,  despite  the  check  given  to  the  development 
worlc  by  the  war.  It  has  not  yet  been  conclusively  demonstrated  that 
petroleum  oils  exist  in  commercial  quantities  in  the  Province  of 
Alberta,  but  the  results  so  far  seem  to  justify  the  continuance  of 
intelligent  and  scientific  operations. 
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HEW  GOVERNUEHT  FUBLICATIOirS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  July  24  the  follow- 
ing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business  char- 
acter, which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Diplomatic  Cotfcspondcnce  with  Belligerent  Govemuieiits  relntlng  to  Neutral 
Bights  and  Coiniuerce  (White  Book).  Issued  by  the  Deiwrtinent  of  State. — A 
compilation  of  notes  between  the  United  Stiites  and  foreign  Governments,  cover- 
ing the  declaration  of  London,  paiiers  relating  to  articles  contraband  of  war, 
corresiwndence  relatlns  to  restraints  on  commerce.  fo<Klstuffs  cargo  of  tha 
American  ship  WUhelmina,  destruction  of  the  American  merchantman  Wm. 
P.  Frye;  an  important  work  In  connection  witli  the  present  controversy. 
Price,  50  cents. 

United  States  Mining  Statutes  Annotated,  1  vols..  Mines  Bureau  Bulletin 
94. — Vol.  1,  Sections  and  Statutes  relating  to  JMetalllferous  and  C!oal  Mining; 
vol.  2,  Miscellaneous  Mioiug  Subjects— a  compilation  of  United  States  Federal 
Statutes  relating  to  mining,  with  copious  annotations,  including  the  Alaska 
compiled  laws  on  the  subject;  price,  cloth,  $2.50  per  set. 

Comtnercial  Organisations  in  France,  with  a  Summary  of  Governmental 
Activities  in  Promoting  Commerce.  Special  Agents  Series  98,  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C!ommerce. — Article  covering  history  of  the 
French  organizations,  chambers  of  commerce  In  France,  manufacturers'  as- 
sociations. Government  institutions  for  the  promotion  of  commerce,  etc.; 
price,  10  cents. 

Grades  for  Commercial  Com,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  168. — Classi- 
fication of  corn  with  detailed  directions  for  examination  of  samples,  with 
colored  illustrations ;  price,  5  cents. 

Dust  Prevoution  and  Road  Preservation,  1914,  Agriculture  Deportment 
Bulletin  257. — Covering  the  experiments  at  Lemon  City,  Fla. ;  West  Palm 
Beach,  Fla.;  Chevy  Chase,  Md. ;  Uldgewood,  N.  J.;  and  other  points;  price, 
5  cents. 

Standard  Varieties  of.  Chickens,  Farmers'  Bulletin  51,  reprint. — Descrip- 
tion of  standard  varieties  of  chickens  figuring  in  American  poultry-raising 
industry;  price,  5  cents. 

Meat  Production  In  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  Yearbook  Separate  050. — 
Article  covering  the  production,  marketing,  and  trausiMrtatlou  of  live  stock, 
abattoirs,  animal  diseases,  etc. ;  price,  5  cents. 

Sheep  Industry:  Yearbook  Separate  645. — Contrasting  the  conditions  in 
American  and  Australian  sheep  industry,  with  suggestions  to  American  sheep 
raiser;  price,  5  cents. 

A  HINDBANCE  TO  AHEBICAN  BUSIITEISS. 

[Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  Australia,  July  2.] 

Several  complaints  have  been  received  that  the  failure  of  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  promptly  to  confirm  transactions  which  have  been 
closed  by  cable  leaves  the  agents  in  Australia  in  doubt  as  to  whether 
ajl  the  conditions  of  the  transaction  are  clearly  understood  and 
whether  ever3rthing  is  in  order,  not  only  as  regards  the  prices  stipu- 
lated, terms  and  conditions,  but  also  the  time  of  shipment.  Several 
complaints  have  been  received  that  although  orders  which  have  been 
taken  upon  cable  quotations  from  American  manufacturers  have 
been  accepted  by  cable,  confirmations  of  the  cable  have  not  been 
received,  although  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  for  letters  from  the 
United  States  to  arrive. 

It  should  be  impressed  upon  American  manufacturers  that  cables 
sent  or  received  should  be  confirmed  by  letter  on  the  date  on  which 
they  are  sent  or  received  in  order  that  any  misunderstanding  which 
might  arise  from  the  use  of  codes,  which  do  not  always  express  the 
meaning  in  exact  language,  may  be  promptly  corrected. 
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BBAZn  FBEFEB8  ChElTUIlVE  TO  IMITATIOH  JEWELBT. 

[Consul  Robert  Frascr,  jr.,  Bahia,  Brutl,  Hay  31.] 

The  Bahia  market  for  jewelry  and  silverware  is  not  an  important 
one.  The  latest  available  statistics  (for  1912)  divide  all  jewelry 
imports  for  Brazil  into  the  two  classes — ^gold  and  silver  jewelry, 
with  or  without  precious  stones.  They  apparently  include  plated- 
ware,  etc.    The  imports  according  to  countries  are: 

aold  /eirclrv— From  Germany,  $136,008;  France,  $03,582;  United  States, 
$410;  aU  other  countries.  $15,850;  total,  $215,859.  Of  these  iiAports,  Jewelry 
to  the  value  of  $C,775  was  imported  at  Bnhia. 

Silver  jetccliif—From  Germany,  $105,600;  France,  $62,413;  United  SUtes, 
$2,757;  all  other  countries,  $21,110;  total,  $191,880.  Jewelry  In  this  class  to 
the  value  of  $1,899  was  imported  at  Babia. 

Demand  for  Oold  Plate  and  Silver. 

There  is  little,  if  any,  market  for  10-carat  solid  gold  jewelry  here, 
as  it  is  believed  to  oxidize.  The  general  public,  therefore,  prefers 
to  buy  either  14  or  18  carat  or  plated  ware.  Scarcely  any  of  it  is 
seen  on  sale,  and  the  leading  local  jeweler  states  that  the  demand  for 
it  is  so  small  that  it  would  not  pay  him  to  import  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  considerable  demand  for  gold  plate  and  silver.  It  is 
said  with  respect  to  the  latter  that  a  degree  of  fineness  of  .800,  in- 
stead of  sterling  (.925),  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  local  requirements. 

There  is  much  more  genuine  jewelry  and  much  less  imitation  or 
platedware  used  here  proportionately  than  in  the  United  States. 
Even  negroes,  who  constitute  nearly  90  per  cent  of  the  population 
of  the  city  of  Bahia,  use  a  great  deal  of  .800  pure  silver  and  14- 
carat  gold,  much  of  both  of  which  is  made  in  Brazil,  and  compara- 
tively little  plated  and  abnost  no  purely  imitation  jewelry.  There 
is,  in  fact,  only  one  jeweler  here  who  handles  the  latter  on  any  scale, 
and  he  does  not  appear  to  be  extending  his  business  in  that  line. 

Ther«  are  no  local  requirements  whatever  as  to  stamping  or  trade- 
marks, and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  articles  are  rarely  stamped  or 
marked.  Thera  seems  to  be  practically  no  deception,  however,  as 
customers  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  t^t,  and  do  very  often  test, 
articles  by  various  methods  before  accepting  them. 

Much  emphasis  is  laid  by  jewelers  on  the  somewhat  distinctive 
local  styles  and  the  importance  of  conforming  to  them.  They  say 
that  styles  in  the  south  of  Brazil  follow  those  of  Europe  very  closely, 
but  that  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  northward  the  popular  taste  is  rather 
different  and  should  be  studied  on  the  ground  by  foreign  exporters 
or  their  representatives.  Several  noted  the  few  traveling  salesmen 
from  the  United  States  who  make  a  personal  investigation  of  local 
preferences,  in  comparison  with  the  number  of  Germans  who  formerly 
came  here  for  that  purpose.  In  view  of  the  small  total  of  jewelry  im- 
ported, however,  it  seems  rather  a  question  whether  the  expense  of 
sending  special  men  would  be  justified  by  the  result,  especially  during 
the  continuance  of  depressed  financial  conditions.  In  this  line,  too, 
perhaps  more  than  in  most  others,  goods  may  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  customers  by  means  of  illustrated  catalogues. 
People  Spend  Preely  After  Crop  Exports. 

There  is  no  very  marked  season  for  buying  in  Bahia  as  in  the 
United  States,  although  the  public  spends  somewhat  more  freely  dur- 
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ing  the  season  immediately  succeeding  the  principal  crop  exports,  say 
from  December  to  March,  than  at  other  times. 

Jewelry  is  relatively  one  of  the  cheapest  commodities  in  Bahia, 
where  most  imported  goods  cost  two  or  more  times  what  they  do  in 
the  United  States.  An  English  employee  of  a  local  manufacturing 
jeweler  states  that  most  articles,  except  fine-cut  diamonds,  cost  little 
more  on  the  average  than  they  do  in  London.  Jewelry  is  not  made  on 
a  large  scale  here,  and  what  gold  is  required  is  obtained  by  melting 
down  English  sovereigns,  and  pure  silver  from  Brazilian  mines  can 
be  bou^t  for  approximately  50  milreis  per  kilogram  ($7.37  per 
pound  avoirdupois). 

A  fair  amount  of  silver  and  silver-plated  ware  other  than  jewelry 
is  used,  and  some  white  metal  and  German  silver  tableware  is  on  sale. 
As  in  the  case  of  jewelry,  there  are  no  legal  requirements  for  marking. 

Watch,  neck,  and  eyeglass  chains,  rmgs,  collar  and  cuff  buttons, 
cuff  links,  scarf  and  other  pins,  lockets,  charms,  etc.,  are  imported 
here,  and  in  normal  times  there  is  a  fair  market  for  nil  such  goods, 
but  trade  has  not  been  active  for  the  past  two  years,  owing  to  the 
general  financial  depression  through  which  the  country  has  been 
passing. 
Terms  and  Sales  Xethods. 

Imported  jewelry  is  bought  either  direct  from  the  manufacturers 
or  through  export  commission  houses.  There  are  no  large  importing 
and  distributing  houses  for  that  class  of  goods  in  this  part  of  Brazil. 
Before  the  war  Germany  sold  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of 
jewelry  imported,  generally  through  traveling  salesmen,  and  allowed 
extremely  long  credits,  which  not  uncommonly  reached  a  year  or  even 
18  months.  Other  nations  were  in  the  habit  of  allowing  90  days,  but 
business  could  probably  now  be  done  with  most  importers  at  30  days. 

No  distinction  is  made  here  between  rolled  gold-plated  jewelry  and 
electroplated  jewelry,  and  there  is  a  favorable  attitude  toward  Aineri- 
can  merchandise.  American  styles  in  this  particular  line,  however, 
are  somewhat  different  from  those  obtaining  in  northern  Brazil. 

[Lists  of  Importers  of  jewelry,  silverware,  plated  ware,  and  imitation  Jewelry 
mny  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.  The  South  American  market  for  Jewelry  and  silverware  is 
discussed  In  detail  In  Siieclal  Consular  Report  No.  70,  which  may  be  obtained  at 
5  cents  per  copy  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C, 
or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 


AIAEM  BEIX  VALUABLE  TO  LIGHT  KEEPEK. 

The  protection  afforded  by  thermostat  bells  at  light  stations,  par- 
ticularly where  there  is  only  one  light  keejjer,  is  illustrated  by  a 
recent  occurrence  at  St.  Johns  River  Light  Station,  Fla.,  \yhere  the 
alarm  bell  enabled  Amos  Buford,  the  keeper,  to  escape  a  serious  situ- 
ation arising  from  a  flaming  lamp.  Mr.  Buford's  report  to  tho 
Bureau  of  Lighthouses  states  that  he  was  awakened  at  3.15  a.  m.  on 
May  4  by  the  call  of  the  thermostat  bell,  and  when  he  got  up  to  the 
light  he  found  the  lamp  enveloped  in  flames  as  a  result  of  its  becom- 
ing overheated.  He  extinguished  the  light,  changed  the  vaporizer 
and  heating  tube,  and  had  the  lamp  relighted  at  3.35  a.  m.  No  fur- 
ther trouble  was  experienced  during  the  night. 
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DTLAirD  TRAFFIC  OF  AHSALTTSIA  AlTD  ESTBEKADUKA.* 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Oneej,  SevlUe.] 

In  my  previous  report  I  dealt  with  the  extent  of  this  consular  dis- 
trict, the  principal  ports  and  their  industries,  population,  roads,  ex- 
tent of  the  railways,  and  motor-bus  lines. 

There  is  very  little  traffic  by  the  inland  waterways  of  this  part  of 
Spain ;  practically  the  only  river  used  for  transportation  purposes  is 
the  Guadalquivir.  Deep-sea  vessels  up  to  4,500  tons  come  up  this 
river  as  far  as  Seville,  but  can  not  go  above  this  city,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  insufficient  water  for  that  purpose,  and  a  stone  and 
iron  bridge  connecting  Seville  with  the  suburb  of  Triana  makes  navi- 
gation above  the  city  impossible,  except  for  small  boats. 

There  are  two  lines  of  boats  running  on  the  river.  The  Sociedad 
Anonima  de  Navegacion  Sevilla-Sanlucar,  Reyes  Catolicos  25,  Se- 
ville, has  one  steamer  of  58  tons,  making  trips  between  Seville  and 
Sanlucar  daily,  which  accommodates  75  first  and  second  class  pas- 
sengers, and  another  of  7G  tons  which  carries  125  passengers.  The 
passenger  rates  from  Seville  to  Sanlucar  are  4  pesetas  (77  cents), 
first  class,  and  3  pesetas  (58  cents),  second  class. 

The  second  company  possesses  two  vessels  of  125  and  300  tons, 
owned  by  Herederos  Antonio  Millan,  Aduana  24,  Seville,  sailing 
every  Sunday  for  Cadiz,  but  they  do  not  carry  passengers. 

During  the  summer  months  this  company  runs  a  steamer  of  200 
tons  from  Seville  to  Sanlucar  (the  latter  being  a  summer  resort  for 
the  people  of  Seville),  with  passenger  fares  of  5  pesetas  (97  cents) 
first  class  and  3  pesetas  (58  cents)  second  class. 

A  small  quantity  of  cargo  reaches  Seville  by  sailing  %'essels  and 
a  little  comes  down  the  river  on  sailing  or  rowboats,  but  the  amount 
is  insignificant. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned  this  is  the  only  inland  transportation  on 
the  waterways  of  this  district.  The  river  has  a  swift  current,  rim- 
ning  at  from  3  to  5  knots  per  hour,  and  is  therefore  not  particularly 
suited  to  the  use  of  gasoline-propelled  vessels,  and  they  are  prac- 
tically unknown  here.  This  is  partially  due  to  the  high  cost  of  gaso- 
line, which  sells  locally  at  approximately  60  cents  a  gallon.  Prob- 
ably several  towns  and  cities  on  the  Guadalquivir,  including  the 
city  of  Cordoba,  with  a  population  of  65,200,  would  use  the  river 
for  transportation  purposes  to  a  greater  extent  if  gasoline-driven 
boats  were  available,  but  this  could  be  accomplished  only  when  they 
were  convinced  by  practical  demonstrations  of  the  possibility  of  using 
such  means  of  transport  and  of  its  lower  cost. 

Several  lines  connect  Seville  with  the  outside  world,  and  with 
the  completion  of  the  cannl  now  under  construction  these  will  un- 
doubtedly increase  in  importance.  The  canal  is  intended  to  shorten 
the  route  from  Seville  to  the  sea,  making  it  not  only  more  direct, 
but  avoiding  the  sharp  curves  which  now  exist  and  which  make  it 
impossible  for  large  vessels  to  reach  the  port.  One  of  the  cuts  has 
already  been  completed;  the  other  is  m  course  of  construction, 

>  Id  tranBmtttIng  this  report  Consul  Oracey  writes :  "  In  an  effort  to  place  before  the 
exporters  of  the  I'nlted  States  a  concise  and  yet  comprebenslve  review  of  trade  condi- 
tloDS  here,  and  avoid  constant  repetition,  a  series  of  connected  articles  Is  being  prepared, 
of  whlcb  this  Is  the  second,  the  Bist  having  been  published  in  Couubbcb  Ripobts  under 
date  of  Mar.  4,  dealing  with  the  extent  of  the  territory,  mean*  of  transportation  «nd 
communication,  etc" 
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and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  finished  by  1916.  The  companies  op- 
erating from  this  city  are : 

Three  Lines  Xanniiigr  to  American  Ports. 

1.  Compania  Santanderina  de  Navegacion;  agents,  Hijos  de  Vi- 
cente Acena,  Aduana  38,  Seville.  This  line,  which  owns  seven  ves- 
sels with  tonnage  of  from  2,500  to  4,200,  carries  on  a  direct  service 
between  Seville  and  New  York,  without  fixed  dates  of  sailing,  but 
leaving  the  two  ports  approximately  once  a  month.  The  purchase  of 
vessels  and  supplies  for  this  company  is  carried  on  by  Corcho  Hijos, 
Santander,  Spain. 

2.  Compania  Transatlantica.  This  company  owns  23  vessels,  with 
a  total  tonnage  of  106,000.  The  company  has  two  new  vessels  un- 
der construction  by  the  Sociedad  Espanola  de  Construccion  Naval, 
at  Cadiz,  of  2,100  tons  each.  The  vessels  of  this  company  do  not 
always  come  to  Seville,  in  fact,  only  very  occasionally,  Ijut  serve 
this  district  through  the  port  of  Cadiz,  leaving  monthly  on  the  30th 
jfrom  that  port  and,  running  not  only  to  New  York  but  also  to  Ha- 
bana.  Vera  Cruz,  and  Puerto  Mexico. 

3.  Gans  Steamship  Line,  of  New  York.  This  line  has  monthly 
sailing  of  chartered  steamers  between  Seville  and  New  York.  They 
do  not  carry  passengers.  The  head  office  is  in  New  York  City,  and 
the  local  agent  in  Seville  is  Modesto  G.  de  Vinuesa,  Carbon  1,  Seville. 
Service  to  Other  Spanish  Forts. 

4.  Compania  Espanola  de  Navegacion,  Kequeno  e  Hijos,  San 
Pablo  43,  Seville.  This  line  has  three  ships  which  run  between  Se- 
ville, Huelva,  Malaga,  Motril,  Valencia,  Barcelona,  San  Feliu  de 
Guixols,  and  Palamos,  and  carry  both  passengers  and  freight. 

5.  Empresa  de  Navegacion  Ibarra  y  Comp.,  Hijos  de  Juaquin  de 
Haro,  Aduana  23,  Seville.  This  company,  which  has  a  total  of  30 
vessels,  ranging  from  1,000  to  3,600  tons,  and  a  total  tonnage  of 
47,098,  has  a  regular  service  leaving  Seville  every  Sunday  for  Vigo, 
Villagarcia,  Corunna,  Santander,  and  Bilbao;  and  a  slower  service 
to  Cadiz,  Ferrol,  Vigo,  Villagarcia,  Corunna,  Santander,  Bilbao,  and 
Pasajes  as  well  as  a  service  every  10  days  from  Seville  to  Marin, 
Aviles,  and  Gijon.  The  company  has  no  intention  of  purchasing 
other  ships  at  the  present  time. 

6.  Sociedad  Anonima  de  Navegacion  Guadalquivir.  Calle  Carbon 
1,  Seville.  It  has  only  one  steamer  plying  irregularly  between  Span- 
ish ports. 

7.  Compania  Sevillana  de  Navegacion  a  Vapor,  S.  A.  Federico 
Sanchez  Bedoya  10,  Seville.  This  company  has  7  vessels  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  9,023,  plying  between  Seville  and  Sanlucar,  Huelva,  Cadiz, 
Algeciras,  Malaga,  Almeria,  Cartagena,  Alicante,  Valencia,  Barce- 
lona, San  Feliu  de  Guixols,  Palamos,  and  Cette,  leaving  weekly. 

8.  Compania  anonima  de  Vapores  Vinuesa  Aduana  21,  Seville. 
This  company,  with  five  boats,  maintains  a  weekly  service  between 
the  Spanish  ports  and  France,  leaving  Seville  every  Sunday  for 
Cadiz,  Algeciras,  Malaga,  Almeria,  Cartagena,  Alicante,  Valencia, 
Barcelona,  San  Feliu,  Palamos,  Cette,  and  Marseille.  The  vessels 
have  a  total  tonnage  of  13,854  tons. 

•  9.  Compania  Transatlantica.  The  vessels  of  this  line,  which  give 
service  abroad,  also  serve  the  Spanish  ports,  as  the  monthly  vessels 
to  Buenos  Aires  stop  at  Barcelona,  Malaga,  and  Cadiz ;  the  lines  to 
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New  York,  monthly,  stop  at  the  sune  ports;  the  line  to  Venezuela 
and  Colombia  stops  at  Barcelona,  Valencia,  Malaga,  and  Cadiz; 
the  line  to  the  Philippines  (three  times  yearly)  stops  at  Conmna, 
Vigo,  Cadiz,  Cartagena,  Valencia,  and  Barcelona;  and  the  monthly 
service  to  Fernando  Poo  stops  at  Barcelona,  Valencia,  Alicante,  ana 
Cadiz. 

10.  Pinillos,  Izqiiierdo  y  Cia.,  Cadiz.  This  line,  with  11  ships 
and  a  total  tonnage  of  55,538,  carries  on  traflBc  with  Brazil  by  vessels 
which  stop  also  at  Barcelona,  Valencia,  Almeria,  Malaga,  and  Cadiz, 
and  have  more  or  less  frequent  sailings  without  a  fixed  schedule  to 
Cuba  and  New  Orleans  by  vessels  which  stop  at  Barcelona,  Tarra- 
gona, and  Cadiz. 

11.  Linea  Mac-Andrews,  Placentines  18,  Seville.  This  British 
line,  which  serves  Great  Britain  and  the  north  of  Europe,  has  regular 
sailings  by  ships  which  also  serve  the  other  ports  of  Spain. 

Service  to  Poreigrn  Ports. 

12.  Compania  Sevillana  de  Navegacion  a  Vapor.  This  company 
(mentioned  previously  under  No.  7)  maintains  a  direct  service  with 
Marseille,  via  Spanish  ports,  from  Seville  and  Cadiz. 

13.  Compania  Maritima  de  Barcelona,  Placentines  18,  Seville. 
(Also  known  as  Linea  Mac- Andrews)  has  regular  sailings  from  Seville, 
Cadiz,  and  other  Spanish  ports  to  London,  Amberes,  Glasgow,  Liver- 
pool, and  German  ports. 

14.  Companias  Hamburguesas,  Albareda  34,  Seville.  This  Line 
of  German  steamers  formerly  had  a  regular  service  from  Cadiz  to 
Montevideo,  Eosario,  and  Santa  Fe,  but  it  has  been  discontinued. 

15.  Empresa  de  Navegacion  Ibarra  y  Cia.  Aduana  23,  Seville. 
This  line,  previously  referred  to  under  No.  5,  maintains  a  regular 
service  leaving  Seville  every  Wednesday  for  Marseille  via  Spanish 
ports,  and  carries  both  freig^ht  and  passengers. 

16.  Compania  Trasatlantica.  (Previously  referred  to  under  No. 
2  and  No.  9.)  This  company,  the  most  important  Spanish  company 
having  foreign  service,  has  several  regular  services  from  Cadiz  in 
this  consular  district.  Steamers  of  the  monthly  service  to  Buenos 
Aires  leave  Cadiz  on  the  7th  of  each  month,  stopping  at  Santa  Cruz 
de  Teneriffe  and  Montevideo,  on  the  outward  passage  and  at  the 
Canary  Islands  on  the  return  trip.  Steamers  sail  on  the  30th  of 
each  month  for  Havana,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Puerto  Mexico  via  New 
York.  Steamers  on  the  15th  of  each  month  for  Las  Palmas,  Santa 
Cruz  de  Teneriffe,  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Palma^orto  Kico,  Puerto  Plata, 
Havana,  Port  Limon,  Sabanilla,  Curacao,  Porto  Cabello,  La  Guayra, 
and  Ponce.  Three  voyages  a  year  are  made  to  Port  Said,  Suez, 
Colombo,  Singapore,  Iloilo,  and  Manila.  Steamers  sail  on  the  7th 
of  each  month  for  Tangier,  Casablanca,  Mazagan,  Las  Palmas,  Santa 
Cruz  de  Teneriffe,  Santa  Cruz  de  la  Palma,  and  African  coast  ports. 
Steamers  on  the  23d  of  each  month  sail  direct  for  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Montevideo,  and  Buenos  Aires,  stopping  at  Santos  on  the  return 
trip. 

17.  Sociedad  de  Navegacion  e  Industria  de  Barcelona.  Calle  Almi- 
rante  Hoyos  lo,  Seville.  The  company  has  a  total  tonnage  of  6,116, 
and  carries  on  regular  services  with  the  Canary  Islands. 

18.  Pinillos,  Izquierdo  y  Cia.,  Cadiz  (previously  referred  to  under 
No.  10).  This  company,  with  11  ships,  carries  on  a  regular  service 
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between  Cadiz,  Cuba,  Canary  Islands,  Porto  Rico,  Mexico,  New 
Orleans,  Argentina,  and  Brazil. 

19.  Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellschaft  "Neptun"  de  Bremen.  Calle 
Carbo  1,  Seville.  This  company  (now  discontinued)  carried  on  a 
service  eveiy  15  days  from  Seville  to  Rotterdam  and  Amberes,  carry- 
ing cargo  for  transhipment  to  German,  Swedish,  Norwegian,  and 
Finnish  ports. 

20.  London  &  Edinburgh  Shipping  Co.,  of  Leith.  Calle  Carbon 
1,  Seville.  Carries  on  a  15  days  service  between  Seville,  Bordeaux, 
and  Leith,  taking  transhipment  cargo  for  Newcastle  and  ports  in 
Scotland. 

21.  Det  Forenede  Damskibs-selskab  Aktieselskab  de  Copenhaguen, 
Calle  Carbon  1,  Seville.  This  line  carries  on  a  regular  monthly 
service  between  Seville,  Petrograd,  and  the  Baltic  ports,  when  the 
Baltic  is  open  to  traffic. 

lines  Qi-ring  Sendee  from  Enelva. 

22.  The  English  and  American  Shipping  Co.  Managing  owners, 
C.  T.  Bowring  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  Winchester  House,  Old  Broad  Street, 
London,  England.  This  company  has  a  mineral-carrying  contract 
from  Huelva  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore.  Twelve 
steamers  are  engaged  in  the  service,  from  450  to  7,000  tons,  without 
regular  sailing  dates,  but  an  average  of  three  steamers  per  month. 

23.  Hugh  Hogarth  &  Sons,  24  Enochs  Square,  Glasgow.  This 
company  has  six  steamers  trading  on  mineral-carrying  charters,  ves- 
sels being  of  approximately  3,000  tons  burden,  with  four  sailings 
monthly,  without  fixed  dates,  and  running  from  Huelva  to  London, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  Garston. 

24.  Maclay  &  Mclntyre,  21  Bothwell  Street,  Glasgow.  This  com- 
pany has  seven  ships,  from  2,000  to  3,000  tons  burden,  which  average 
three  vessels  per  month,  without  fixed  dates  of  sailing,  running  from 
Huelva  to  Glasgow. 

25-  Rio  Tinto  Co.  (Ltd.),  3  Lombard  Street,  London.    This  com- 
pany has  one  steamer  of  2,400  tons,  trading  regularly  at  intervals  of 
about  24  days  from  Huelva  to  Port  Talbot  and  Plymouth,  and  car- 
rying freight  and  passengers  for  those  places. 
Services  from  Algeciras. 

In  addition  to  those  described  are  the  regular  services  from  Alge- 
ciras  (Gibraltar)  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  especially  the  White  Star 
and  Cunard  Lines  to  the  United  States.  Alegciras  is,  however,  only 
a  small  town,  and  the  country  served  through  that  port  is  prin- 
cipally in  other  consular  districts  than  that  under  this  office.  Most 
of  the  passengers  coming  to  this  part  of  Spain  land  at  Algeciras  and 
take  train  from  there  to  Seville  via  Ronda  and  Bobadilla,  or  come 
overland  by  motor  bus  to  Cadiz,  and  thence  to  Seville  by  rail.  So 
many  steamship  lines  touch  at  Gibraltar,  and  thereby  serve  Algeciras, 
that  an  enumeration  of  them  would  cover  most  of  the  important 
shipping  lines  running  to  Mediterranean  ports  and  the  East,  and 
as  they  do  not  directly  serve  this  district  in  their  capacity  as  cargo 
carriers,  except  through  other  ports,  it  docs  not  seem  necessary  to 
treat  of  them  here. 
Travel  and  Inland  Transportation. 

Inland  travel  to  points  away  from  the  railway  lines  is  carried  on 
by  the  few  motor-bus  lines  mentioned  in  my  previous  report,  by  spe- 
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cial  carriage,  on  horseback,  or  by  one  of  the  various  diligence  lines. 
The  diligence  lines  running  from  Seville  daily  are:  At  6  p.  m.  for 
Coria  del  Rio  y  Puebla  junto  a  Coria,  Castilblanco,  and  Burguillos; 
for  Alcala  del  Rio,  La  Rinconada,  Castilblanco,  and  Burguillos ;  for 
Garena;  for  MonteUano,  Coronil,  Viso  del  Alcor,  and  Villamartin; 
for  Castilleja  de  La  Cuesta  and  Gines;  for  the  Camas  station  and 
for  Espartinas. 

Travel  away  from  the  beaten  paths  in  Spain  is  difficult;  inns  are, 
outside  of  the  larger  towns,  poor,  while  many  places  have  none; 
roads  in  this  portion  of  the  penmsula  are  liable  to  be  bad,  exceedingly 
muddy  in  the  rainy  season,  and  smothered  in  dust  in  summer,  failing 
as  an  incentive  to  motor  travel. 

Inland  Transportation  by  Antiquated  Hetliods. 

Transportation  of  cargo  in  the  interior,  away  from  the  railway 
lines,  is  carried  on  bv  heavy  carts  of  an  antiquated  type,  by  mules, 
horses,  or  donkeys.  Most  of  the  carts  are  drawn  by  a  string  of  from 
two  to  five,  or  even  more,  mules  or  horses,  or  a  yoke  of  oxen,  the  lat- 
ter being  perhaps  preferred  for  heavy  cargoes.  There  is  a  regular 
fixed  tariff  for  transport,  with  a  minimum  of  1  peseta  (19  cents)  for 
small  wagons,  and  a  varying  scale,  according  to  the  commodity  trans- 
ported. 

In  connection  with  information  on  motor-bus  lines,  given  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  March  4,  1915,  I  am  now  in  receipt  of  informa- 
tion that,  owing  to  its  nonsuccess  financially,  the  line  between 
Huelva  and  Ayamonte  (which  served  the  railway  line  to  Portugal) 
has  been  discontinued. 

The  San  Fernando  (Cadiz) -Algeciras  bus  line  covers  an  actual 
distance  of  76  miles,  the  line  passing  tlirough  San  Fernando  (ponu- 
lation  29,800),  Chiclana  de  la  Frontera  (11,430),  Conil  (6.290), 
Vejer  (13,420),  Facinas  (1,015),  Tarifa  (11;723),  and  Algeciras 
(13,320).  No  cargo  is  carried  except  passengers'  baggage,  each  pas- 
senger being  allowed  33  pounds  free.  Excess  is  charged  for  at  the 
late  of  0.02  peseta  (0.38  cent)  per  kilo  (2.2046  pounds)  for  each  6 
kilometers  (3.11  miles).  The  cars  used  were  made  by  the  Hispano- 
Suiza  Co.,  a  Spanish  company,  are  of  omnibus  type  with  solid  tires, 
;'>0-40  horsepower,  and  cost  22,000  pesetas  each  ($4,246).  Three 
classes  of  passengers  are  carried  at  the  rate  of  22.8  pesetas  ($4.40), 
28.5  ($5.40),  and  30  ($5.79)  for  the  entire  trip,  approximately  68 
miles. 

Cadiz-Alcala  de  los  Gazules  bus  line :  This  line,  not  mentioned  in 
the  previous  report,  covers  a  distance  of  70  kilometers  and  passes 
through  San  Fernando  (f)opulation  29,800),  Chiclanade  la  Frontera 
(11,430),  fare  from  Cadiz  3  pesetas  (58  cents);  Medina  Sidonia 
(11^040),  fare  5  pesetas  (97  cents);  Alcala  de  los  Gazules  (8,224), 
fare  7.50  pesetas  ($1.45).  Passengers'  baggage  only  is  carried,  and 
no  charge  is  made  for  excess,  unless  such  excess  is  of  an  extraordi- 
nary amount.  Small  packages  are  carried  at  a  rate  of  1  peseta 
(19.3  cents)  for  every  11  kilograms  (24.25  pounds).  The  ears  used 
are  of  the  omnibus  type;  made  by  the  Hispano-Suiza  Co.,  and  cost 
22,000  pesetas  ($4,246). 

Citrus  trees  in  California  number  11,706,931^ 
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SIX  XOHTHS'  HUH.  OIL  AND  SEED  TSADE. 

(Consul  Charles  U.  Hatliaway,  Jr.,  Hull,  En^^d,  July  13.| 

Imports  of  oil  seeds  at  Hull  for  the  twenty-six  weeks  ended  June 
29,  1915,  were,  according  to  Hull  Chamber  of  Commerce  figures,  as 
follows: 


1914 


1915 


Linseed  (quarters) 

Itapeseed  (quarters) 

Castor  seed  (miL»rlers) 

Cottonseed,  hgyptlan  (tons) 

Cotton'ieed,  Bombay  and  other  (tons). 
Soya  beans  (tons) 


800,030 
113,726 
120, 476 

80,6S6 
148,357 

35,622 


689,310 
61, 110 
70,269 

135, 53S 
18,967 
72,457 


Linseed  in  quarters  of  410, 416,  and  424  pounds.    Rapeseed,  quarters  of  416  and  424  pounds;  castor  seed, 
quarters  o(  4S0  poundi.    The  ton  is  unilormiy  2,240  pounds. 

During  the  same  period  17,681  tons  of  oil  cakes  were  imported,  as 
against  12,836  tons  in  1914. 

Exports  of  oil  to  June  29  are  given  by  the  same  authority  as 
follows: 

1915 


Linseed  (tons) 2,516         17,873 

Cottonseed  (tons) 2,275  4,286 

Boytt(tons) 8,330  1,974 

The  import  of  palm  kernels  during  the  first  half  of  1915  was 
20,821  tons,  accordmg  to  the  Eastern  Morning  News,  Hull.  There 
are  no  figures  for  1914.  Palm  kernels  were  not  dealt  with  at  Hull 
before  the  war.  The  importation  of  oil  seeds  of  all  sorts  is  reckoned 
to  be  some  24,000  tons  below  that  of  the  corresponding  period  of 
1914. 

LOW  FBICES  FOB  JAPANESE  FISH  OILS. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Advertiser  of  June  15,  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Scidmore, 

Yokohama.] 

The  fish-oil  market  has  again  become  slack,  now  that  the  export 
of  new  oil  is  just  over.  It  appears  that  this  setback  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  European  market  has  now  as  much  stock  as  is  de- 
manded, and  that,  moreover,  the  British  authorities  have  prohibited 
reexpoi-t,  lest  it  be  supplied  to  the  enemy  countries.  In  Marseille 
also  the  market  is  rather  overstocked,  the  authorities  there  having 
prohibited  reexport.  This  has  affected  the  market  here,  and  the 
stock  now  awaiting  export  is  said  to  amount  to  something  over 
150,000  boxes.  As  a  result  quotations  are  low,  with  a  prospect  of 
further  depreciation.  The  only  exception  to  the  tendency  is  her- 
ring oil,  due  to  the  brisk  demand  for  export  to  Australia,  but  even 
this  variety  is  expected  to  fall  sooner  or  later  because  of  the  absence 
of  new  orders,  what  is  now  being  shipped  being  only  for  old  con- 
tracts. Whale  oil  is  the  least  in  demand.  The  stock  is  increasing 
in  demand,  and  no  quotations  are  being  made. 
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STOCKS  OF  NITRATE  OH  CWTT.KATT  COAST  SESUCED. 

[Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofa^asta,  Chile,  Joly  1.] 

The  nitrate  industry  is  in  a  somewhat  better  condition  than  for 
several  months.  The  production  per  month  has  not  increased  above 
the  average  for  the  period  following  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war,  but  the  shipments  are  on  a  more  liberal  scale,  and  the  stocks  of 
finished  nitrate  on  the  Chilean  coast  are  being  reduced.  The  sta- 
tistics here  given  are  mainly  those  furnished  by  the  Nitrate  Propa- 
ganda Association  (Asociacion  Salitrera  de  Propaganda).  All  fig- 
ures are  in  Spani^  quintals  of  101.4  pounds. 


Items. 


January  to  Uarch. 


1914 


1916 


Decrease, 
19U. 


Production  .. 

Xzportatlon  . 


14,945, 74S 
14,287,7SO 


6,732,740 
7,(B$,003 


9,213,008 
7,249,777 


Excess  In  production.. 
Excess  in  exportation . 


G67,968 


1,309,263 


Shipments  Kade  from  Various  Ports. 

The  exportation  was  greater  than  the  production,  so  that  the 
stock  on  the  coast  was  reduced  from  about  23,556,000  quintals  at  the 
end  of  December,  1914,  to  about  22,211,000  quintals  at  the  end  of 
March,  1915.  The  exportations  from  the  various  ports  and  subports 
during  the  three  months  were :  Pisagua,  139,941  quintals ;  Junin, 
206,000;  Caleta  Buena,  582,848;  Iquique,  1,285,293;  total  for  Prov- 
ince of  Tarapaca,  2,214,082;  Tocopilla,  846,286;  Mejillones,  1,444,587; 
Antofagasta,  1,705,381;  Caleta  Colosa,  455,237;  Taltal,  350,130;  total 
for  Province  of  Antofagasta,  4,801,621 ;  total  exportations,  7,015,703 
quintals. 

Production  and  exportation  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  fiscal 
year  July  1,  1914,  to  March  31,  1915,  were: 


Items. 


Production. . . 
Exportation . 


1914 


45,119,366 
46,894,860 


1915 


27,134,962 
21,041,255 


Decrease. 


17,9S4,404 
25,853,605 


Exportation*  in  Detail  Compared. 

The  exportations  in  detail  for  the  three  months  and  the  nine 
months  of  the  fiscal  years  1914  and  1915,  as  regards  destination  of 
shipments,  were : 


Destinations. 


Jannarr 

to  Marco, 

1915. 


July  1  to  Mar.  31— 


1914-1915      1913-1914 


Groat  Britain  or  Conlinent  (or  orders. 

United  K  ingdom,  direct 

Germany 

France 

Bel!!ium 

Denmorlc 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Sweden 

Spain 


1,151,093 
1,069,372 


212,502 


263,990 
264,287 
331,2(3 


225,446 


5,265,951 
1.662,980 
742,778 
616,179 
272,385 
700,066 
568,601 
727,581 
561,396 
225,446 


18,254,810 
1.237,314 

10,626,647 
1,773,«»2 
2,102,887 


1,830,203 
124,091 


147,«W 
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Destinations. 


January 

to  Harob, 

1915. 


July  1  to  Uar.  31— 


1914-1915       1913-1914 


UediteiTsnean 

Egypt 

United  States,  eastern  coast.. 
United  8tat«,  western  coast . 

British  Colombia 

Japan 

Australia. 


197,140 


2,708.028 
231,570 


130,900 


China  (Honekong). 
Bawaiian  Islands . . 

Natal 

QtpeColany 

Mexico 

Ari^ntina 

Panama 

Peru 

Ecuador 

Bolivia 

Cliile 


1,100 
108,521 


309, 190 

503,950 

7,048,848 

698,870 

13,200 

250,250 

20,400 

1,100 

320,109 


128,994 

■"i,'i66 


11,105 
1,177 


7,346 


378,118 

1,100 

2,420 

22 

27,012 

1,494 

10 

31,200 


342,451 

267,367 

7,544,483 

938,325 

08.000 
701,  f  00 

M,73S 

11,000 
241,500 
302,869 
134,024 

27,300 
783 


20,943 

215 

2,046 

49,105 


Total 7,038,003 


21,041,265 


46,894,800 


The  estimated  stocks  of  Chilean  nitrate  in  the  United  States  for 
several  years  past,  on  March  31,  as  well  as  stocks  of  finished  nitrate 
on  the  Chilean  coast  for  the  same  dates,  were : 


Locations  of  supplies. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

United  States,  Eastern  Coast: 

258,819 
2,588,913 

465,740 
2,742,259 

256,630 
3,177,123 

391,050 
2,015,873 

Afloat 

Western  Coast:  Afloat 

2,847,831 
191,620 

3,207,999 
102,300 

3,433,753 
42,255 

2,406,922 
130,907 

Total 

3,039,451 
9,933,000 

3,310,299 
10,791,000 

3,476.008 
11,233,000 

2,537,829 

Cliilean  4:oast 

22,211,000 

The  maximum  monthly  production  of  nitrate  of  soda  was  in  May, 
1914,  when  134  oficinas  were  in  operation  and  produced  5,860,780 
quintals.  The  smallest  production  was  in  February,  1915,  when  40 
plants  produced  but  1,753,357  quintals.  In  March,  1915,  only  36 
plants  were  in  operation,  but  the  production  was  1,896,854  quintals. 
As  the  demand  for  nitrate  is  slowly  increasing,  a  few  more  oficinas 
have  started  operation.  An  increased  percentage  of  nitrate  being 
shipped  at  present  is  of  the  refined  96  per  cent  quality,  indicating 
that  a  larger  proportion  is  being  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ex- 
plosives. 

Termination  of  loan  Period  Postponed. 

The  termination  of  the  period  during  which  loans  are  made  to 
nitrate  companies  by  the  Government,  provided  for  by  the  law  of 
August  12, 1914,  has  been  postponed  from  July  30, 1915,  to  December 
31,  1915.  The  action  of  the  Chilean  Government  in  granting  these 
loans  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  nitrate-producing  industry,  as 
by  this  means  several  plants  were  enabled  to  keep  working  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  obliged  to  stop  operations,  with  disas- 
trous effects  for  the  nitrate  region. 

The  price  of  95  per  cent  nitrate  free  alongside  steamer  was,  on 
April  1, 1915,  about  $1.59  per  quintal  of  101.4  pounds.  At  the  end  of 
June  it  had  risen  to  $1.73  per  quintal,  for  prompt  delivery.  For 
later  deliveries  the  price  tends  higher.    At  the  end  of  June  the  quo- 
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lation  for  96  per  cent  nitrate  was  $1.78  per  quintal.  The  unusually 
small  premium  for  refined  nitrate  is  causmg  oficinas  to  turn  out  more 
of  the  95  per  cent  or  ordinary  nitrate. 

Current  freight  rates  are  about  $13.74  per  ton  to  Mediterranean 
and  $13.38  for  United  Kingdom  by  sail  vessel.  By  steamer  for  the 
United  Kingdom  or  the  Continent  to  load  August/September  the 
quotation  is  $17.03,  with  option  for  Mediterranean  at  $20.67.  For 
flie  Atlantic  coast,  Savannah/Boston  engagements  have  been  made 
for  August,  loading  at  $11.19. 
Hopeful  Feeling  Among  Nitrate  Frodnoers. 

There  is  a  more  hopeful  feeling  regarding  the  near  future  among 
nitrate  producers,  as  the  market  is  a  little  better,  shipments  and 
prices  both  showing  improvement  in  spite  of  higher  freights.  Were 
more  cargo  space  available,  it  is  believed  that  shipments  would  be 
much  increased.  A  recent  feature  in  the  freight  situation  is  the 
arrival  of  several  American  steamers  (principally  of  the  American- 
Hawaiian  Line)  in  ballast  from  American  ports  to  take  cargoes  of 
nitrate  to  the  United  States. 

There  is  also  much  concern  regarding  the  future  of  the  nitrate 
industry  on  account  of  the  increased  manufacture  of  artificial  sub- 
stances containing  nitrogen,  both  cyanamid  and  sulphate  of  am- 
monia. Germany  has  been  one  of  the  leading  importers  of  Chilean 
nitrate,  and  it  is  feared  that  if  the  proposed  monopoly  of  the  entire 
nitrate  industry  in  that  country,  with  the  corresponding  Government 
*W5couragement  and  aid  to  the  producers  of  the  artificial  nitrogenous 
substitutes  for  nitrate,  be  carried  into  effect  the  German  market  will 
be  permanently  lost  to  Chile. 

To  meet  the  competition  of  these  new  products  many  suggestions 
are  being  made  looking  toward  the  consolidation  of  producing  and 
selling  operations  for  Chilean  nitrate  under  more  or  less  Govern- 
ment supervision  or  control,  but  these  suggestions  are  so  far  only 
tentative. 

CONSTRXTCTIOH  OF  CHINESE  GimBOATS. 

[Consul  General  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  Hankow,  June  21.] 

Last  year  the  Chinese  Government  intrusted  the  building  of  some 
nine  gunboats  with  the  Yangtze  Engineering  Works  (Ltd.),  Han- 
kow. The  construction  of  three  boats  has  been  completed,  and  they 
have  been  launched.  The  remaining  are  under  construction.  The 
boats  are  stated  to  be  about  100  English  feet  in  length,  and  are  in- 
tended for  river  use,  and,  while  smaller,  are  very  like  some  of  the 
liver  boats  employed  by  foreign  Governments. 

The  Yangtze  Engineering  Works  (Ltd.)  is  located  at  Seven  Mile 
Creek,  Hankow,  and  is  said  to  be  well  equipped,  and  is  a  Chinese 
company.  Several  engineering  contracts  have  been  undertaken  by 
the  firm  and  successfully  completed. 


The  Government  of  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe,  Argentina,  has  ap- 
proved the  statutes  of  the  Sociedad  Anonima  La  Victoria,  capital 
approximately  $850,000  U.  S.  gold,  subscribed  in  Rosario.  The  com- 
pany will  manufacture  grain  bags. 
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UAGDEBUBO'S  EZPOBTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[CoDsoI  Alfred  W.  Donegao,  tfagdeburg,  Oermany,  June  30.] 

A  large  decrease  appears  in  the  value  of  declared  exports  from 
Magdeburg  to  the  United  States  during  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 
1915,  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  quarters 
since  1911.  These  respective  amounts  are:  1911,  $2,172,520;  1912, 
$2,974,079;  1913,  $3,090,251;  1914,  $3,216,236;  1915,  $195,794. 

The  total  for  the  1915  quarter,  $195,794,  is  less  by  more  than 
$3,000,000  than  the  total  for  the  same  quarter  last  year,  and  less  by 
over  $2,000,000  than  the  average  for  the  June  quarters  since  1911. 

A  remarkable  fact  is  that,  of  the  total  value  of  $195,794.  the  ex- 
ports in  leather  gloves  contributed  $151,715,  or  about  77  per  cent. 
No  shipments  were  made  to  the  Philippines,  Porto  Kico,  or  Hawaii 
during  the  quarter. 

Export  Tiirai'es  for  Six  Months  Periods. 

The  total  export  figures  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  years 
1911-1915  are  here  given:  January  1  to  June  30,  1911,  $6,150,808; 
1912,  $5,252,491;  1913,  $6,520,928;  1914,  $7,374,439;  1915,  $1,960,241. 

This  shows  a  drop  of  more  than  $5,000,000  from  the  figures  of  last 
year  (the  banner  year)  and  a  difference  between  figures  of  this  year 
and  1912  (the  lowest  year  until  now  of  the  last  five  years)  of  over 
$3,000,000  in  favor  of  1912. 

Leather  glove  exports  showed  an  increase  of  $56,138  over  last 
year,  having  a  total  of  $151,716.  Glove  leather,  $26,619,  fell  off 
$146,256,  and  carbonate  of  potash,  with  only  $5,272,  represents  a 
slump  of  $63,440.  These  three  articles  were  the  most  j)rominent  in 
export  during  the  past  quarter. 

The  list  of  articles  exported  to  the  United  States,  with  their  values, 
for  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1915,  according  to  the  invoices  cer- 
tified at  the  American  consulate,  is  here  given : 


Articles. 


Value. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Birds,  live 

Color 

Earthenware... 
OloTCS,  cotton . 
Oloves,  leattier. 
Leather,  ^ve . 


16,730 

1S9 

W5 

244 

Ul,716 

26,620 


Uachlner; 

Potash,  carbonate 

Steel 

lUaoellaneous 

Total  export 


t3» 

S,372 

676 

3,144 


195, 7M 


Quantities  of  the  principal  exports  certified  at  the  American  con- 
sulate for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during  the  quarter  were: 
Color,  11,574  pounds;  leather  gloves,  28,722  dozen;  cotton  gloves, 
400  dozen;  machinery,  101,279  pounds;  carbonate  of  potash,  108,466 
pounds. 

Bnral  Scenes  in  Bi^^d  District. 

Three  interesting  photographs,  depicting  the  primitive  agricul- 
tural methods  still  in  use  in  the  Bagdad  district,  have  been  for- 
warded by  Consul  Charles  F.  Brissel,  of  that  Turkish  city.  These 
will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  by  the  Washington  office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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THE  WISER  VSE  OF  THE  PAXCXL  POST. 

[Consul  Francis  J.  Dyor,  Swanaea,  Wale*;  at  present  on  duty  at  Deimrtment  of  State^ 

Washington,  D.  C] 

The  most  cursory  examination  of  the  statistics  of  merchandising 
business  with  foreign  countries  by  means  of  the  parcel  post  indicates 
that  this  valuable  aid  to  international  trade  is  being  much  neglected 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  To  mention  only  one  concrete 
instance,  Chile  imported  through  the  parcel  post  in  1912  goods  valued 
at  $1,982,431,  and  deliveries  were  made  far  more  quickly  tiian 
through  ordinary  freight  channels.  The  United  States  participated 
in  this  trade  to  the  extent  of  only  $49,40-1.  Imports  by  parcel  post 
into  Chile  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  $99,344  in  1909, 
$38,975  in  1910,  and  $48,067  in  1911. 

The  United  Slates  has  no  international  c.  o.  d.  parcel-post  arrange- 
ment, whereas  other  countries  give  the  buyer  the  privilege  of  exam- 
ining goods  before  making  final  payment.  Usually,  however,  there 
is  a  condition  that  26  per  cent  of  the  purchase  price  be  forwarded 
with  the  order  to  cover  postage  and  pacldng  charges,  and  under  this 
requirement  the  percentage  of  orders  refused  on  examination  has 
greatly  decreased.  Complaints  have  also  been  made  that  American 
shippers  do  not  prepare  packages  properly  for  shipment,  and  that 
unreasonable  delays  occur  in  filling  orders. 

Trading  With  the  Warring  Nations. 

It  has  been  found  during  the  past  year  that  the  mails  can  be  relied 
on  for  making  small  shipments  to  various  countries  whose  commerce 
has  been  interfered  with  by  the  war.  In  fact,  the  opportunity  exists 
to  do  a  mail-order  business  of  large  extent  with  practically  the  whole 
world  in  every  variety  of  commodity  not  too  perishable,  too  bulky, 
or  of  too  small  value  in  proportion  to  its  weight  and  bulk  to  permit 
of  its  transportation  at  mail  rates. 

A  better  knowledge  of  the  rates,  regulations,  and  customs  require- 
ments applying  to  mail  shipments  would  do  much  to  stimulate 
parcel-post  traffic.  Millions  of  Americans  having  family  connec- 
tions in  other  countries  would  be  likely  to  send  them  gifts  if  re- 
minded of  the  fact  that  it  is  exceedingly  easy  to  send  articles  by 
mail.  Many  Americans  domiciled  or  traveling  abroad  would  bo 
glad  to  leave  orders  here  to  forward  various  articles  to  them  at  stated 
times  and  places,  or  they  would  be  likely  to  write  for  things  they 
have  grown  to  consider  necessary  should  the  need  for  them  arise. 

Xall-Order  Cooperation. 

It  would  seem  desirable  and  wholly  feasible  to  make  up  a  foreign 
mail-order  catalogue  representing  a  group  of  merchants  in  any  large 
commercial  center.  By  cooperating  the  cost  of  the  enterprise  could 
be  reduced  and  the  expense  equitably  divided  among  the  members  of 
the  organization,  while  the  issuance  of  a  multiplicity  of  catalogues 
would  be  avoided. 

For  instance,  let  A  handling  women's  wear,  B  handling  watches 
and  jewelry,  C  toilet  articles,  D  cutlery,  E  men's  wear  and  haber- 
dashery, and  F  handling  stationery  agree  to  form  the  foreign  mail- 
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order  corporation  of  Washington  or  New  York  or  Chicago  or  any 
place.  Let  each  na«<aber  supply  copy  and  cuts  for  as  many  pages 
of  the  catalogue  as  he  wishes  to  fill,  wHh  prices  (including  postage 
and  packing)  in  the  currency  of  the  country  to  which  sent;  thmi  let 
him  send  out  the  catalogue  (being  careful  to  put  on  enough  postage 
in  every  instance)  to  such  addresses,  including  American  consulates 
and  agencies,  in  English-speaking  eauntries  as  he  can  secure.  The 
matter  in  the  catalogue  should  then  be  translated  into  Spanish  and 
distributed  in  Spanish-speaking  countries,  and  successively  it  should 
be  printed  in  other  languages  for  distribution  in  other  countries. 

SiTldlntr  the  Expenses. 

As  most  chambers  of  commerce  now  have  export  departments,  it 
would  be  possible,  no  doubt,  to  have  such  export  departments  re- 
ceive orders  and  distribute  them  to  the  merchants  directly  interested ; 
or  the  mail-order  corporation  could  employ  a  clerk  and  have  its  own 
headquarters.  The  expenses,  at  first,  would  be  light,  and  the  or- 
ganization could  expand  very  readily  as  the  business  increased. 

Meanwhile,  and  until  the  business  world  takes  the  matter  up  syste- 
matically, it  would  help  very  much  if  the  public  could  be  informed 
regarding  the  postal  rates  for  parcels,  the  conditions  regarding  the 
method  of  packing,  and  the  size  limits  of  packages,  and  the  customs 
regulations  of  each  country. 

fConsvl  Wilbur  T.  Oracey,  SerlUe,  Spain,  July  8.J 
Hew  Parcel-Fost  Arrangements  in  l^aln. 

The  completion  of  arrangements  for  the  exchange  of  parcels  be- 
tween Spain  and  Great  Britain  now  makes  it  possible  for  American 
exporters  to  mail  small  packages  to  Spain  if  sent  through  some  for- 
warding agent  in  Great  Britam. 

The  service  with  Great  Britain  from  this  country  was  put  in  op- 
eration on  July  1.  Packages  are  admitted  in  aU  of  the  offices  of  the 
Balearic  and  Canary  Islands  and  all  authorized  railway  stations. 
Between  Spain  and  England  parcels  will  be  sent  through  France; 
from  the  Balearic  Islands  they  will  be  sent  through  Barcelona ;  and 
from  the  Canary  Islands  sent  direct  via  Liverpool. 

sue  and  Weight— Losses— Festal  Charges. . 

The  maximum  weight  in  Spain  is  5  kilos  (11  pounds),  and  the 
limits  of  size  are  60  centimeters  (23.62  inches)  in  length,  or  a  cubic 
capacity  of  54  decimeters  (32.94  cubic  inches).  Packages  contain- 
ing umbrellas,  walking  sticks,  maps,  etc.,  may  be  admitted  up  to  a 
maximum  length  of  1  meter  (3.28  feet),  if  the  cubic  capacity  does 
not  exceed  the  limits  before  mentioned. 

In  cases  of  loss,  damage^  or  theft  (except  in  cases  of  force 
majeure)  the  sender  or  receiver  has  a  right  to  indemnification  to 
the  amount  of  the  actual  loss  up  to  the  value  of  26  francs  ($4.83). 
Claims  for  damages  must  be  made  within  one  year. 

The  charges  lor  packages  are:  From  Spain  to  England,  2.50 
pesetas  ($0.46  at  present  exchange)  for  each  package;  from  the 
Balearic  Islands,  2.75  pesetas  ($0.50) ;  and  the  same  rate  from  the 
Canary  Islands. 
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Kvtt  Oo  by  Way  of  QT«at  Britain. 

In  sending  parcels  from  the  United  States  to  Spain  it  will  be 
necessary  to  transmit  them  to  some  forwarding  agent  in  England  by 
regular  parcel  post  and  have  them  readdressed  there  to  Seville;  but 
by  making  some  such  arrangement  goods  may  be  forwarded  to 
this  country  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  is  now  possible.  The  only 
present  means  is  by  regular  freight  under  bill  of  lading,  there  being 
no  express  facilities  with  this  city,  and  parcels  sent  here  direct  from 
the  United  States  have  to  pay  full  letter  postage. 

An  arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  parcels  between  Spain  and 
Argentina  has  also  recently  been  made. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stllcs.  Tcnoriffe,  Canary  Islands,  June  25.] 
Canary  Islands'  Hew  Service. 

Beginning  July  1  the  Spanish  and  English  postal  authorities  will 
put  into  operation  the  new  parcel-post  regulations  between  these  two 
countries.  The  new  method  of  transferring  merchandise  was  brought 
about  by  an  insistent  agitation  on  the  part  of  the  trade  bodies  in 
both  countries.  Heretofore  the  facilities  for  transmitting  small 
packages  for  quick  delivery  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

[Report  of  BrUlsh  Chamber  of  Commerce,  of  Alexandria,  BgTpt.] 
Sg^ypt  Has  an  Important  Parcel-Post  Trade. 

A  large  amount  of  trade  is  already  done  through  the  parcel  post, 
Egypt's  imports  through  the  mails  amounting  to  $4,781,28-4  (U,  S. 
gold)  in  1913  and  $4,695,202  in  1912.  The  principal  lines  thus  traded 
in  are  hats,  clothing,  stationery,  fancy  leather  goods,  photographic 
supplies,  and  small  articles  of  hardware.  In  1913, 13,985  c.  o.  d.  par- 
€efa,  valued  at  $107,248,  were  exchanged  with  the  United  Kingdom ; 
27,880  such  parcels,  valued  at  $247,921,  with  France;  and  28,844  par- 
cels, valued  at  $138,917,  with  Germany.  Only  1  per  cent  of  the  c.  o.  d. 
parceds  were  returned  to  the  senders. 

[Prepared  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 
Eealtby  Growth  of  TTnited  States  Serrloe. 

Official  publications  of  the  United  States  Post  Office  Department 
show  that  there  are  now  in  operation  parcel-post  conventions  with 
49  countries  and  colonies,  the  general  characteristics  of  which  are : 
Postage  rate — uniform  at  12  cents  a  poimd ;  limit  of  weight — uniform 
at  11  pounds ;  limit  of  size — uniform  at  3  feet  C  inches  greatest  length, 
and  6  feet  greatest  length  and  girth  combined,  except  for  Mexico 
and  Colombia,  where  2  feet  greatest  length  and  4  feet  greatest  girth 
are  the  limits. 

The  number  of  parcel-post  packages  received  from  foreign  coun- 
tries in  the  fiscal  year  1914  was  nearly  three  times  the  number  dis- 
patched thence,  and  the  traffic  each  way  was  some  22  per  cent  more 
than  in  the  preceding  fiscal  twelvemonth.  Great  Britain  led  among 
the  countries  to  which  packages  were  sent  from  the  United  States 
and  was  also  first  as  to  number  among  the  foreign  nations  from 
which  postal  parcels  were  received,  but  was  outranked  in  the  aggre- 
gate weight  of  parcels  by  Germany.  Official  details  of  this  traffic 
follow: 
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DlspatchMl. 

- 

Received. 

CountiT. 

Number. 

Percent 
incraase. 

Weight, 
In  pounds. 

Percent 
incraase. 

Ntmjber. 

Percent 
Increase. 

Weight, 
in  pounds. 

Percent 
increase. 

AostralU 

22,901 

22,194 

6,537 

6,822 

8.295 

0,207 

.   10,961 

6,134 

2.775 

17,260 

10,387 

30,710 

16,183 

1,875 

4,667 

14,339 

7,429 

•    481 

14,196 

24,305 

401 

103,266 

327,873 

729 

12,  n9 

5,135 

14,441 

2,550 

5,318 

15,008 

78,620 

21,411 

40.430 

3,982 

30,860 

7.W7 

10.630 

12,803 

9,587 

24,070 

11,177 

13,134 

6.724 

41,993 

5,312 

2,476 

11,948 

1,691 

18.21 
46.68 
1.32 
24.76 
27.46 
32.  7B 
17.13 

•24.97 
14.39 
24.17 

•10.40 
•0.31 
3.26 
66.67 
14.19 
29.57 

175.66 
41.89 
37.97 
48.5! 

472.86 
81.47 
38.36 

20.43 
43.53 
13.69 
64.44 
31.14 
89.71 
17.10 
•0.66 
26.98 
•  60.05 
45.30 
28.17 
22.22 
89.75 
20.65 
89.67 
37.32 
15.24 
38.83 
32.67 
7.19 
20.12 
28.89 

30,830 
60,892 
13,730 
18,801 
21,207 
21,301 
80,431 
28,322 
7,287 
98,855 
35,423 

191,464 

90,403 

6,093 

12,607 

29,782 

33,094 

1,590 

95,478 

69,422 

1,061 

308,243 

681,383 
1,644 
80,706 
13,783 
00,854 
9,523 
19,024 
45,805 

201,189 
53,775 

121,718 
13,162 

164,232 
20,452 
24,277 
46,597 
64,141 
48,269 
45,237 
79,081 
42,454 
82,078 
15, 192 
10,750 
68,434 
4,485 

10.05 
.    60.61 
3.43 
28.17 
36.63 
47.11 
21.42 

•21.31 
17.10 
29.82 

•15.27 
•6.64 
•4.75 
78.63 
19.00 
35.94 

211.60 
31.08 
43.87 
68.95 

776.86 
42.09 
45.84 

4,183 

4,746 

666 

1,324 

4,195 

3,068 

175 

320 

380 

1,486 

2,749 

631 

656 

119 

355 

10,210 

125 

67 

377 

14,061 

181,664 

226,540 

28 

697 

402 

232 

73 

1,878 

4,066 

16,194 

8,761 

43,792 

475 

7,598 

3.782 

2,234 

1,788 

137 

15,603 

748 

603 

132 

11,466 

1,050 

174 

313 

300 

17.30 

54.89 

35.26 

6.60 

30.14 

20.65 

•21.87 

•78.64 

•4.42 

23.32 

•19.67 

•6S.64 

•2.06 

•66.25 

3.20 

22.47 

•65.96 

•30.03 

2.72 

44.08 

014.29 

25.88 

34.24 

■■■iie.'87' 

37.20 
•4.53 

•  18.80 
12.40 
33.00 
20.40 
16.19 

2.86 
22.74 

•  ,51.97 
80.76 

6.58 
27.26 
23.43 

7.17 
78.62 
23.57 
17.86 
21.85 
15.49 
42.62 

3.64 
30.38 

13,167 

28,054 

i;«39 

2,618 

23,195 

6,787 

543 

833 

908 

4,509 

8,705 

2,427 

2,108 

316 

748 

33,626 

409 

247 

1,276 

101,065 

303 

1,217,424 

1,137,240 

89 

2,157 

965 

830 

179 

5,156 

30,160 

131,422 

7,900 

163,575 

1,063 

25,607 

18,730 

4,962 

6,775 

510 

36,996 

2,816 

2,190 

627 

47,296 

2,552 

676 

1,003 

696 

33.77 

Austria         

66.79 

57.44 

Barbodoa   . 

19.27 

46.37 

Bermuda   ........... 

3.86 

Bolivia. 

•30.24 

BtaLil 

•78.00 

BrltlshGuiana 

CMe 

0.44 
24.73 

China 

•17.61 

Colombia 

•83.87 

Costa  Rlci 

•13.29 

68.00 

Danish  West  Indies.. 

Denmark 

DomlDicanRepublie«. 

•23.36 

32.34 
207.52 
•  12.41 

20.05 

Pcaoce. 

35.26 

French  West  Indies*. 

657.60 
21.18 

Great  Britain 

Greece^               

46.71 

32.54 
30.21 
60.86 

5.81 
60.18 
24.83 
48.26 
32.69 

5.32 
32.52 
•59.19 
43.02 
60.57 
24.15 
48.65 
27.20 
77.91 
24.55 
11.63 
SO.  36 
35.90 

0.84 
36.76 
33.44 

72.01 

Hondnras,  British ... 
Honduras  Repablic. . 
Haiti 

65.81 
•6.33 

•  61.67 

11.08 

37.43 

Italy     :::::::::;:; 

36.77 

Jamaica  ......    ..... 

17.73 

Japan  - 

7.37 

Leeward  Islands 

Mexico            

0.67 
•  43.87 

83.37 

Nevfonndland 

V*w  7n)nn<\ 

23.46 
27.85 

Nicaragua. 

52.69 

Norway 

Panama. 

2a  91 

135.46 
39.68 

Salmdor 

Sweden 

19.66 
21.74 

Trinidad 

24.37 

T'riignay 

64.57 

Venesuela 

W  indwsrd  Islands. . . 

13.85 
8.17 

Total 

1,058,652 

21.74 

3,362,780 

18.76 

575,687 

22.81 

3,081,867 

28.45 

•  Decrease. 

6  Convention  eOective  Uay  9, 1914. 


'  Convention  eflectire  Jan.  1, 1013. 
i  Convention  eSeclive  Apr.  1, 1913. 


The  average  weight  of  the  parcels  sent  was  3.18  pounds;  of  those 
received,  5.35  pounds.  , 

Postal  statistics  of  Other  Countries. 

The  parcel  post  plays  no  small  part  in  the  foreign  commerce  of 
many  countries,  though  official  statistics  do  not  in  all  cases  separately 
state  the  value  of  this  trade.  In  1912  the  United  Kingdom  exported 
through  the  parcel  post  articles  valued  at  $40,960,703,  in  1913  at 
$44,548,569,  and  in  1914  at  $34,575,372;  and  imported  merchandise 
worth  $9^70,342,  $10,307,762,  and  $9,359,637  m  the  three  years 
named,  respectively.  Notwithstanding  a  decline  in  exports  through 
commercial  channels  in  the  half  year  just  ended.  Great  Britain  made 
a  larger  use  of  the  parcel  post  than  in  January  to  June  of  either  of 
the  two  preceding  years,  exporting  in  this  manner  packages  having 
an  aggregate  value  of  $28,003,233,  against  $20,897,247  in  the  corre- 
sponduig  six  months  of  1914  and  $19,181,329  in  the  first  half  of  1913. 
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However,  imports  through  the  mails  did  not  equal  in  value  those  of 
the  like  period  of  the  last  two  years  (being  $5,491,855,  against  $6,612,- 
988  in  1914  and  $5,404,585  in  1913),  but  the  loss  was  more  than  offset 
by  the  gain  in  exports  just  noted. 

Articles  imported  through  the  mails  into  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  amounted  to  $3,572,892  in  1914  and  $3,558,224  in  1913,  in- 
cluding the  value  of  parcels  destined  for  Bhodesia  amounting  to 
$87,612  in  1914  and  $113,662  in  1913.  Exports  from  the  Union  via 
parcel  post  were  valued  at  $231,451  in  1914  and  $299,085  in  1913. 

British  India's  commerce  via  parcel  post  consisted  of:  In  the  fiscal 
year  1912-13 — imports  from  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire, 
$4,290,394;  from  foreign  countries,  $1,813,365;  total,  $6,103,759.  Ex- 
ports to  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  $2,594,205;  to  foreign 
countries,  $478,513;  total,  $3,072,718.  In  the  fiscal  year  1913-14— 
imports  from  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  $4,818,740;  from 
foreign  countries,  $3,091,683;  total,  $7,910,423.  Exports  to  other 
parts  of  the  British  Empire,  $3,224,042;  to  foreign  countries, 
$694,328;  total,  $3,918,370. 

Canada,  France,  Costa  Bica,  and  China. 

Canada  imported  in  1910  postal  packages  having  a  value  of 
$972j858;  in  1911,  $1,115,263;  in  1912,  $1,232,151;  in  1913,  $1,432,357; 
and  m  1914,  $1,697,776;  but  no  exports  via  parcel  post  are  shown  by 
the  Dominion's  published  trade  statistics. 

Many  of  the  distinctively  French  wares  lend  themselves  peculiarly 
well  to  transmission  through  the  mails,  and  perhaps  for  this  reason 
France  makes  a  relatively  larger  use  of  the  parcel  post  than  do  most 
countries.  In  1913  France  sent  to  other  countries  by  post  articles  to 
the  value  of  $109,273,000  (out  of  total  exports  valued  at  $1,327,882,- 
000)  and  in  1914  to  the  value  of  $66,958,000  (out  of  total  exports 
valued  at  $931,131,000) .  Imports  through  the  mails  in  1913  exceeded 
$7,710,000  in  value.  (Import  figures  for  1914  are  not  available  at 
present.) 

The  use  of  the  parcel  post  for  the  importation  of  lightweight  mer- 
chandise is  general  among  the  dealers  of  Costa  Rica.  The  value  of 
the  merchandise  thus  imported  in  1910  was  $386,515 ;  in  1911,  $622,- 
164 ;  in  1912,  $558,044 ;  in  1913,  $615,002 ;  and  in  1914,  $455,794.  (The 
total  imports  of  Costa  Rica  in  1914  were  valued  at  $7,551,679.) 

In  1912  China  imported  from  foreign  countries  by  way  of  the 
parcel  post  "  foreign  sundries  not  otherwise  classified  "  to  the  value 
of  $1,747,590  United  States  gold;  in  1913  these  imports  amounted  to 
$1,759,775.  Exports  of  "Chinese  sundries  not  otherwise  classified" 
through  the  mails  were  valued  in  1912  at  $197,980,  and  in  1913  at 
$219,875. 

The  Parcel  Post  and  Foreign  Trade. 

No  comparisons  between  the  figures  above  presented  and  the  value 
of  the  foreign  parcel-post  traffic  of  the  United  States  can  be  made, 
since  no  official  record  of  values  is  kept.  That  the  parcel  post  is  a 
much-used  medium  for  the  international  transmission  of  packages 
the  figures  already  given  plainly  show,  but  that  a  wider  use  could  be 
made  of  the  mail  facilities  at  the  disposal  of  the  American  manufac- 
turer or  catalogue  house  is  equally  clear.  However,  officials  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  suggest  that  before  exporters  plunge  into  a 
parcel-post  campaign  a  conference  with  the  postmaster  of  their  home 
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city  would  be  both  wise  and  profitable ;  and  that,  should  such  a  plan 
for  trade  extension  be  adopted,  all  catalogues  and  printed  matter 
used  in  connection  therewith  should  explicitly  state  the  weight  of 
the  articles  listed. 

With  certain  exceptions,  any  article  admissible  to  the  domestic 
mails  of  the  United  States  may  be  sent  in  unsealed  packages  to 
those  countries  with  which  parcel-post  conventions  have  been  signed. 
Among  the  exceptions  might  be  noted  playing  cards,  coin,  gold,  sil- 
ver, jewelry,  and  precious  articles,  which  are  not  admissible  to  parcel- 
post  mails  for  France.  Gilded  and  silvered  over  articles  may  be 
imported  into  France  only  on  condition  that  they  be  marked  with  a 
special  puncheon.  Celluloid  by  parcel  post  to  Austria  and  Germany 
is  subject  to  the  following  regulations :  Crude  celluloid  is  permitted 
if  the  package  consists  of  a  box  of  solid  wood,  well  mortised.  Arti- 
cles of  celluloid  must  be  packed  in  covers  of  strong  pasteboard.  All 
packages,  as  well  as  the  declarations  thereof,  must  be  provided  with 
a  white  label  bearing  in  conspicuous  black  letters  the  word 
"celluloid." 

Liquids  and  oils,  pastes,  salves,  or  other  articles  easily  liquefiable 
are  admissible  to  the  parcel-post  mails  for  Austria,  Brazil,  Germany, 
and  Great  Britain,  provided  they  are  packed  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  prescribed  for  the  admission  of  such  substances  to  the 
United  States  domestic  parcel-post  mails. 

Care  la  FaoUiig — ITo  Coninlar  Soetunents. 

Great  discrimination  should  be  used  in  packing  articles  for  mail- 
ing to  foreign  countries,  care  being  taken  to  see  that  the  packing  is 
such  as  will  conform  with  the  postal  regulations  (which  require  tnat 
every  parcel  must  be  securely  and  substantially  packed,  but  in  such  n 
way  that  it  can  be  opened  without  damaging  its  cover,  in  order  that 
the  contents  may  be  easily  examined  by  postmasters  and  customs 
officials)  and  yet  not  add  unduly  to  the  weight  of  the  package.  This 
latter  feature  has  the  double  significance  that  the  weight  of  a  pack- 
age affects  not  only  the  postage  charges  but,  in  certain  countries,  also 
the  amount  of  customs  duty  assessed  thereon.  It  is  essential  that  the 
postage  on  all  parcels  for  foreign  countries  be  fully  prepaid. 

Consular  documents  are  not  required  for  merchandise  sent  to 
foreign  countries  via  parcel  post.  A  "customs  declaration,"  how- 
ever, must  be  securely  attached  to  every  parcel,  and  this  declaration 
must  accurately  describe  the  contents  of  the  package.  Customs 
duties  will  be  collected  of  the  addressee  when  the  parcel  is  delivered. 
Helps  for  the  Would-l>e  Sxporter. 

[Mucb  InformatloD  of  value  in  connection  with  any  plan  for  selling  mer- 
chandise by  mall  is  contained  in  a  pamphlet  "  Factors  in  Foreign  Trade," 
Issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  as  Miscellaneous 
Series  No.  7,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,  at  a  cost  of  5  cents  each.  In  connection  there- 
with should  be  noted  the  addenda  and  corrections  published  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  May  14,  1915.  The  United  States  Post  Office  Department  has  for 
gratuitous  distribution  a  small  booklet,  "Postal  Information"  (seventh  edition, 
July,  1914),  which  contains,  in  condensed  form,  the  main  regulations  relating 
to  the  international  parcel  post. 

Suggestions  as  to  the  possibilities  of  the  parcel  post  for  trade  extension  have 
appeared  in  Dally  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  and  Commerce  Reports  from 
time  to  time.  The  most  recent  of  these  Is  Consul  General  Heintzleman's  article 
<m  "  Hall  Orders  for  Manchnrla"  in  the  iaane  for  Jaly  19, 1915.] 
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COHSTBUCTIOH  WOBE  ABBOAD. 

ATTSTBAT.TA. 
[Sydney  Heratd,  July  1.] 
New  Bailway  Unet  Will  Open  Vp  Crown  Land. 

The  Premier  has  received  from  the  Director  General  of  Public 
Works  a  memorandum  respecting  the  areas  of  Crown  land  which 
the  Government  will  be  in  a  position  to  throw  open  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  Mirrool-Hillston  and  Barmedman-Hillston  lines  of 
railway. 

The  Director  General  states:  "The  two  railway  proposals  are 
closely  related  regarding  the  country  to  be  serv^.  For  the  ex- 
penditure of  $2,570,000  m  the  construction  of  155  miles  of  railway 
(both  proposals  being  72^  miles  in  length)  there  would  be  available 
for  closer  settlement  an  area  of  2,275,000  acres  of  Crown  land.  If, 
by  the  construction  of  these  two  lines,  the  Crown  land  is  increased 
in  value  by  $1.20  per  acre,  the  amount  would  aggregate  $2,750,000, 
a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  construction." 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  June  0.] 
Warragamba  Water  Supply  and  Irrigation  Soheme. 

In  response  to  an  inquiry  to  this  consulate  general  for  particulars 
of  the  Warragamba  irrigation  scheme  in  the  State  of  New  South 
Wales,  the  following  facts  have  been  supplied  by  the  Department 
of  Public  Works,  Sydney : 

The  Wnrragainba  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  for  the  city  of  Sydney  and 
for  Irrigation  and  manufacturing  purjwses  in  the  county  of  Cuuiberlaud  consists 
of  the  construction  of  an  impounding  dam  upon  the  Warragamba  River  about 
12  miles  from  Penrith,  In  the  county  of  Cumberland,  New  South  Wales,  Penrith 
being  distant  from  Sydney  34  miles,  and  the  coustrnctlou  from  the  reservoir  of 
channels  for  the  distribution  of  tlie  imix>unded  water. 

The  reservoir  will  be  formed  by  the  construction  of  a  concrete  dam  approxi- 
mately 796  feet  loug  on  the  crest  and  275  or  300  feet  (height  not  yet  deter- 
mined) from  the  foundations.  The  volume  of  water  impounded  will  be  approxi- 
mately 25,000,000,000  cubic  feet  The  canals  will  be  excavated  and  lined  with 
concrete. 

So  far  as  the  material  employed  In  the  construction  of  these  worlis  is  con- 
cerned, and  stone  and  sand  required  for  concrete  Is  obtainable  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  works,  the  cement  will  be  manufactured  in  the  State.  The  quantity  of  iron 
required  In  outlet  works,  valves,  syphons,  etc..  Is  very  small,  and  this  also, 
together  with  any  iron  or  steel  reinforcement  rods  or  bars  used  in  the  concrete 
of  the  channels,  will  probably  be  rolled  and  manufactured  in  New  South  Wales. 

From  the  above  brief  description  of  the  works  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  make  the  importation  of  any  quantity  of  material  required 
in  their  construction  extremely  unlikely.  By  much  the  most  important  item  In 
respect  of  quantity  and  cost  Is  the  cement  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
concrete  of  the  dam,  for  which  approximately  500,000  casks  of  4  cubic  feet  each 
will  be  required,  but  there  seems  no  reason  to  anticipate  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  Import  this  cement;  requirements  with  regard  to  similar  work,  for  in- 
stance, the  Barren  Jack  Reservoir,  having  been  satisfactorily  met  In  the  State. 

[Sydney  Dally  Herald,  June  12.] 
Canal  Proposed  to  Connect  Newcastle  and  Fort  Stephens. 

The  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Government  is  in  the  Newcastle  dis- 
trict investigating  an  important  scheme  in  connection  with  the  port 
of  Newcastle  and  Port  Stephens.  Under  a  new  harbor  trust  a  coastal 
canal  would  be  dredged,  tnrough  which  vessels  could  enter  or  leave 
Newcastle  in  all  kinds  of  weather.    Port  Stephens  is  the  haven  for 
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coastal  craft  in  rough  weather,  and  is  to  be  made  a  naval  base.  Mo» 
tor  boats  at  present  ply  on  Tilligery  Creek,  which  forms'  part  of  the 
route  of  the  proposed  canal.  [The  Herald's  map  of  the  proposed 
canal  route  will  be  loaned  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washmgton,  D.  C] 

CAITASA. 
[Consal  Genenil  R.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  B.  C,  Jul;  13.] 
ICotor  Boad  on  Konnt  Kevelstoke. 

The  Canadian  Government  is  constructing  a  motor  road  to  the 
summit  of  Mount  Revelstoke,  which  will  be  completed  this  year  and 
opened  for  traflBc  next  season.  Mount  Revelstoke  is  6,000  feet  high, 
and  when  completed  this  ro..te  will  be  a  popular  trip  for  motorists. 
Golf  linlcs  and  a  ski  course  have  been  laid  out  on  the  mountain. 
There  is  a  ski  club  at  Revelstoke,  which  will  be  the  center  for  win- 
ter sports  for  this  Province. 

[Consul  M.  B.  Kirk,  Orlllia,  July  17.] 

Town  Hall  Will  Be  Bebuilt. 

The  town  hall  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  July  17.  It  is  understood 
that  rebuilding  will  start  as  soon  as  possible.  Besides  the  municipal 
offices,  it  contained  the  market  and  the  theater. 

[Consuls  Julius  D.  Drohcr,  Toronto,  and  Harry  A.  Conant,  Windsor,  July  23.] 
Opening  an  Intemrlian  Ballway  in  Ontario. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  London  &  Port  Stanley  Railway  took 
place  at  London,  Ontario,  on  July  22,  in  the  presence  of  a  score  of 
members  of  Parliament,  a  dozen  mayors  of  cities,  including  Toronto, 
Hamilton,  Stratford,  St.  Thomas,  and  "Windsor,  and  some  800  rep- 
resentatives of  the  various  mmiicipalities  that  are  now  using  hydro- 
electric power.  This  road,  which  extends  from  London  to  Port 
Stanley  on  Lake  Erie,  a  distance  of  25  miles,  is  the  first  radial  (or 
interurban)  railway  built  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
Ontario  Hydroelectric  Commission.  Although  now  formally  opened 
for  lausiness,  the  new  road  has  for  three  weeks  been  carrying  freight 
and  passengers,  the  latter  to  the  number  of  about  40,000  in  that  time. 

As  to  the  ability  of  the  municipalities  to  handle  radial  railway 
lines,  successfully.  Sir  Adam  Beck,  chairman  of  the  Hydroelectric 
Commission,  made  a  statement  to  show  that  the  financial  position 
of  the  hydroelectric  system  was  so  good  that  the  commission  has 
already  this  year  a  surplus  of  $50,000  to  the  credit  of  the  70  munici- 
palities using  hydroelectric  power,  and  that,  too,  after  paying  not 
only  all  the  original  expenses  but  sinking-fund  payments  as  well, 
although  it  was  not  intended  that  the  municipalities  should  be  called 
upon  tor  sinking-fund  payments  for  a  number  of  years. 

As  estimates  have  been  prepared  on  the  cost  of  constructing  nearly 
1,500  miles  of  roadbed  for  electric  railways,  and  as  several  munici- 
palities have  voted  in  favor  of  building  rural  car  lines,  it  is  expected 
that  there  will  be  a  rapid  extension  of  the  use  of  hydroelectric  power 
when  financial  conditions  become  favorable  to  investments  in  new 
ondertaldngs.  As  car  lines  are  built  it  will  be  possible  to  extend  the 
use  of  such  power  for  agricultural  and  domestic  as  well  as  for  manu- 
facturing purposes. 
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Large  Extension  of  Hydroelectrio  Power. 

In  the  review  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  in  supplement  to  Com- 
merce Reports  for  May  12,  1915,  it  was  stated  that  the  Ontario 
Hydroelectric  Power  Commission  had  nearly  exhausted  the  100,000 
horsepower  obtained  from  the  Ontario  Power  Co.  at  Niagara  Falls 
at  a  cost  of  $9  a  horsepower,  and  that  it  would  soon  be  necessary  for 
the  commission  to  contract  for  additional  power  or  build  its  own 
generating  plants  at  Niagara  Falls  and  the  spillways  of  the  new 
Welland  Ship  Canal.  It  is  now  authoritatively  announced  that  this 
commission  is  about  to  submit  to  the  Ontario  government  plans  for 
the  development  of  the  remaining  6,600  secona-feet  of  water  avail- 
able at  the  Falls  under  the  treaty  and  the  additional  power  obtainable 
from  the  spillways  of  the  Welland  Canal  to  the  total  extent  of  250,- 
000  horsepower,  of  which  100,000  horsepower  is  to  be  developed  as 
early  as  practicable.  The  entire  development  proposed  would  cost 
some  $10,000,000  and  require  three  yeai-s  for  its  completion.  The 
work  will  be  financed  by  the  Province  for  the  benefit  of  the  munici- 
palities, which  will  be  responsible  for  the  outlay  incurred  in  provid- 
ing additional  hydroelectric  power. 

CHINA. 

[Consul  General  George  R.  Andci-soo,  Hongkong,  June  10.] 

American  Prospects  for  Supplying  Eailway  Equipment. 

Considerable  light  upon  the  general  railway  situation  in  China, 
reviewed  from  a  construction  standpoint,  is  contained  in  a  letter 
from  an  engineer  employed  in  the  survey  of  the  American  section 
of  the  Hankow-Canton  system  written  several  weeks  ago.  This  letter 
says: 

It  Is  now  quite  certain  tliat  our  section  (the  American  section)  will  surely 
stop  work  In  the  near  future,  perhaps  In  a  month  at  most.  The  British  section 
(Kwangtuug  border  to  Hankow)  and  the  German  section  (Hankow  to  Ictaang) 
will  both  do  some  construction.  The  British  will  build  from  Hankow  to  Ghang- 
sha  (capltnl  of  Hunan  rrovlnce),  while  the  Germans  will  only  build  a  feeder 
line  (of  about  75  miles)  to  the  Peking-Hankow  Railway.  This  is  the  final 
agi-eement  between  the  riiinese  Government  and  the  bankers.  The  Hankow- 
Canton  line  must  be  built.  Germans  agree  to  give  up  tlieir  section  if  they 
could  use  the  money  now  in  the  Hankow  German  bank  to  build  this  feeder  line 
to  the  Peking-Hankow  Railway,  while  the  American  section  will  be  abandoned 
(of  course  due  to  lack  of  funds).  Now  all  the  loan  will  be  concentrated  on  the 
British  section  and  the  Germans  will  get  a  small  part  of  it  to  build  a  small  line. 
So  you  see  we  shall  have  to  quit  here  very  soon.  Just  before  the  war  we 
thought  we  were  the  luckiest  ones  among  the  engineers,  for  if  this  line  is  ever 
built  It  would  menu  a  chance  of  a  lifetime. 

Business  in  some  lines  of  railway  material  will  have  to  be  done 
on  a  considerable  scale  in  the  near  future  to  maintain  lines  now  in 
operation.  The  indications  are  that  American  manufacturers  will 
have  an  especially  favorable  opportunity  to  secure  much  if  not  most 
of  this  business.    Little  may  be  expected  in  the  way  of  new  work. 

tLondon  and  China  Telegraph,  July  12.] 

Progress  of  the  Peking  City  Electric  Line. 

The  scheme  for  the  construction  of  the  Peking  tramways  for  which 
numerous  contracts  have  been  signed  and  over  which  there  has  been 
much  discussion  is  still  engaging  the  attention  of  the  authorities. 
It  is  stated  that  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  has  now  taken  the 
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matter  up,  and  that  it  is  intended  to  secure  the  capital  by  subsmp* 
tions  ttxm  the  wealth]^  Chinese  merchants,  and  in  the  event  of  insuffi- 
cient money  being  raised  in  this  manner  that  the  Government  will 
provide  part  of  the  funds  and  make  the  company  a  semi-Govemment 
concern. 

Proposed  Conitruotion  of  Colliery. 

A  Chinese  hardware  merchant  of  Tientsin,  Mr.  Lo-yushen  by 
name,  has  formed  a  company  under  the  style  of  the  Tungyu  Enter- 
prise Co.,  with  a  capital  of  3,000,000  yen  ($1,500,000).  The  new 
company  has  for  its  object  the  exploiting  of  a  colliery  at  Tayaokou 
near  Chinchow.  It  is  xmderstood  that  when  up-to-date  machinery 
is  installed  this  colliery  will  become  capable  of  yielding  2,000  tons  a 
day,  and  that  the  Peking-Mukden  Line  of  the  Chinese  Government 
Eailways  has  already  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  500  tons  a  day. 

OBEECK 
[Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Weddell,  Athens,  July  8.] 
Anerloaa  Telephone  Coastmetion. 

Announcement  has  just  been  made  that  the  Government  Commis- 
sion charged  with  the  study  of  the  question  has  recommended  the 
award  to  the  Western  Electric  Co.,  of  Chicago,  of  the  contract  for 
furnishing  and  installing  a  central  station  and  switchboard  at 
Saloniki,  and  furnishing  a  central  station  at  Athens,  with  all  equip- 
ment, including  several  thousand  telephone  instruments.  Positive 
decision  will  be  taken  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  prices  to  be  paid  by  the  Greek  Government  is  understood  to 
be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $200,000,  and  payments  will  be  extended 
over  a  period  of  several  years.  [Details  relating  to  this  project  were 
given  through  Cohuebce  Reports  early  in  1915.] 

other  Constnictton  Work. 

In  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 1915,  no  projects  for  new  construc- 
tion work  of  interest  to  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  were 
undertaken.  At  present  the  principal  schemes  of  construction  before 
the  Government  are: 

(1)  Completion  of  the  Junction  Railway,  which  is  to  connect 
lower  Greece  with  Saloniki  and  with  the  rest  of  Eurbpe.  In  this 
construction  much  American  material  is  being  used,  and  the  18 
locomotives  which  have  been  contracted  for  in  the  United  States  are 
expected  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

(2)  The  question  of  the  construction  of  a  waterworks  system 
and  a  system  of  sewers  for  the  cities  of  Athens  and  Piraeus.  For 
this  work  three  American  engineering  firms  have  submitted  offers 
either  positive  or  tentative ;  it  will  probably  be  several  months  before 
contracts  are  awarded. 

SIAH. 
(Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  June  3.] 
gUphnilding  In  Bangkok. 

The  Bangkok  Dock  Co.  has  recently  received  an  order  for  build- 
ing a  twin  screw  motor  yacht  75  feet  long  and  a  55-foot  motor  launch 
for  the  King  of  Siam.   Both  of  these  vessels  will  be  fitted  with  Aster 
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marine  motors  aijd  will  be  very  highly  finished  and  furnished,  and 
it  appears  that  most  of  the  construction  material  required  will  have 
to  be  imported  from  abroad. 

WAXES. 
[Vice  Consul  William  L.  Jenkins,  Swansea,  July  0.1 
Hew  Isolation  Hospital  for  Swansea. 

At  the  July  C  meeting  of  the  Swansea  Health  Committee,  Mr.  D. 
Williams  chairman,  word  was  received  from  the  town  clerk  that  the 
purchase  of  the  site  for  a  new  isolation  hospital  had  been  completed, 
and  he  recommended  that  plans  be  prepared  for  building  the  small- 
pox portion  of  the  hospital.  It  was  decided  that  the  borough  archi- 
tect should  draw  up  preliminary  plans.    About  $195,000  is  involved. 

AUEBICAN  COAL  FOB  THE  NETHEBLANOS. 

(Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  July  12.] 

A  report  from  this  consulate  in  Commerce  Rkports  for  Jime  18, 
1915,  stated  that  the  Nederland  Steamsliip  Co.  intended  sending 
some  of  its  own  vessels  to  the  United  States  to  import  coal  for  theiir 
steamers.  The  first  instalment  of  this  coal  has  arrived,  being 
brought  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  by  the  steamer  Banda. 

I  am  informed  that  100  tons  of  bituminous  coal  have  been  ordered 
from  the  United  States  through  the  Kolen  Bureau,  an  organization 
under  Government  auspices,  to  conserve  and  augment  the  supply  of 
coal  for  use  in  this  country.  Most  of  the  100  tons  is  gas  coal,  which 
is  particularly  scarce  in  Holland. 

It  is  expected  that  the  cost  of  the  coal  when  delivered  in  this 
country  will  be  about  $12  a  ton,  three-fourths  of  this  cost  being  for 
freight.  This  price  is  about  75  per  cent  more  than  that  of  similar 
English  or  German  coal  in  this  market ;  but  as  sufficient  coal  for  cur- 
rent demands  can  not  be  had  from  England  and  Germany,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  place  orders  where  the  coal  can  be  obtained,  no  matter  what 
the  cost  may  be. 

The  order  of  100  tons  from  the  United  States  is,  of  course,  rela- 
tively small.  The  quanti^  eventually  ordered  for  this  country  will 
depend  upon  the  extent  of  the  supply  obtainable  from  England  and 
Germany,  upon  the  cost  of  the  American  coal  delivered  here,  and 
upon  the  suitability  of  the  American  coal  for  this  country's  require- 
ments. 

FAIB  APPLE  CHOP  IN  PACIFIC  NOBTHWEST. 
[Commercial  Agent  W.  B.  Henderson,  Seattle,  Wash.,  July  23.] 

While  inspectors  of  the  Growers'  League  have  not  estimated  more 
than  half  the  apple  crop  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  the  work  has  been 
so  well  developed  and  distributed  that  a  fairly  accurate  statement 
can  be  made.  .  The  conditions  show  that  the  crop  will  run  78  to  80 
per  cent  of  last  year's  abnormally  large  yield.  Taking  80  per  cent 
of  the  tonnage  of  1914  in  the  State  of  Washington,  the  total  number 
of  cars  would  be  5,108.  In  comparison  with  1913  crop,  the  odd  year, 
with  which  comparison  should  oe  made,  it  will  run  1,000  cars  larger. 

As  a  whole  winesaps  are  bearing  more  evenly  than  any  other  va- 
riety. Jonathans  will  average  up  well  on  account  of  heavy  bearings 
throughout  the  apple  section. 
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ASTAVCE  nr  AXEBXCAS  TDCBEX. 

(Sydner  (AoattalUi)  Hendd,  July  2.] 

Yesterday  the  timber  merchants  advanced  the  prices  of  American 
timbers.  This  is  the  first  movement  in  imported  timbers  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.    Oregon  has  been  put  up  nearly  50  cents 

Eer  himdred  siiperficial  feet  and  redwooii  approximately  25  cents  per 
undred  superficial  feet.  These  prices  do  not  represent  anything  like 
tba  increased  cost  of  importation,  and  on  over-sea  prices  merchants 
would  have  been  justified  in  advancing  local  rates  months  ago.  They 
felt,  however,  that  it  was  far  better  to  keep  the  building  trade  going 
even  at  a  very  small  profit  than  to  charge  what  might  seem  to  be  a 
fair  rate  and  lose  a  lot  of  business  because  of  people  refraining  from 
building.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  an 
advance  can  be  no  longer  delayed. 

Practically  it  is  the  freight  charges  which  have  made  the  increase 
necessary.  The  f.  o.  b.  charges  in  America  have  remained  unaltered 
at  $10  per  1,000  superficial  feet.  Freights,  however,  have  advanced 
during  the  period  of  the  war  from  $7.05  to  $19.20  per  1,000  super- 
ficial feet,  and  the  cost  of  landing  Oregon  is  now  $30.40  per  1,000 
superficial  feet,  compared  with  $18.25  a  year  ago.  The  cost  of  im- 
porting redwood  to-day  is  $54.15  per  1,000  superficial  feet,  whereas 
12  months  ago  it  was  $37.70.  Oregon,  it  will  thus  be  seen,  costs  $1.20 
per  100  superficial  feet  above  rates  a  year  ago,  while  up  to  the  pres- 
ent only  50  cents  more  is  asked  from  the  user.  The  advance  follows 
a  reduction  of  about  12  per  cent  recently  made  in  the  rates  of  Aus- 
tralian hardwoods. 

Slates  are  extremely  scarce.  Practically  all  stocks  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  master  slaters.  Valties  which  were  $13.40  per  square  before  the 
war  are  now  $19.50  per  square. 


EASTEBN  DEMAND  FOB  TEA  BOXES. 

Tea  box  orders  from  India  have  increased  the  Nagoya,  Japan, 
trade  in  these  tenfold,  and  the  makers  are  working  all  the  hours  they 
can.  A  serious  shortage  is  felt  of  thin  sheet  zinc  with  which  the 
cases  are  lined.  The  United  States  apparently  has  neglected  this 
tea  box  trade,  as  it  exported  in  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  only 
$646  worth  of  box  shooks  to  India,  and  $91  worth  to  Japan.  British 
India  imported  during  its  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1914,  wooden 
tea  chests  to  the  Value  of  $1,690,125,  of  which  $1,599,365  worth  came 
from  the  British  Isles,  $36,225  from  Japan,  and  $34,100  from 
Germany.  Ceylon  (which  is  separate  from  British  India)  imported 
during  the  calendar  year  1913  tea  che-sts  valued  at  $815,723,  of  which 
$449,486  came  from  Japan  and  $366,206  worth  from  the  British  Isles. 


BETTEB  WEST  COAST  SHIPPING  FACIIITIES. 

[Commercial  Agent  W.  B.  Henderson,  Scnttle,  Wash.,  July  23.] 

The  Norwegian  steamship  Baja  California  left  Puget  Sound  this 

week  with  a  shipment  of  flour  for  Bolivia  valued  at  $35,000.    The 

vessel  had  also  other  consignments  of  flour,  wheat,  lumber,  and  rice  for 

other  South  American  ports.    It  will  call  at  San  Pedro,  Cal.,  for 

,fuel  oil  and  other  cargo  for  West  Coast  cities  of  Latin  America. 
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WAXES  POWER  IN  PBOVIRCE  OF  MOZAHBIQTTE. 

[Consul  George  A.  Cbamberlaln,  Loarenco  Marqaes,  Portuguese  East  Africa,  June  11.1 

While  it  might  appear  from  a  glance  at  the  map  that  Portuguese 
East  Africa  is  in  possession  of  extraordinary  sources  of  water  power- 
from  its  many  rivers,  such  is, not  the  case,  owing  to  the  fact  that  by 
far  the  major  part  of  the  entire  colony  is  exceptionally  flat. 

Speaking  generally,  Portuguese  East  Africa  occupies  a  low  shelf 
along  the  coastj  which  rises  suddenly  in  a  barrier  varying  from  2,000 
to  4,000  feet  high,  dividing  the  high  veldt  from  the  low.  Did  this 
barrier  form  the  boundary  between  Portuguese  East  Africa  and  the 
British  Provinces  to  the  west,  all  the  available  water  power  would 
fall  to  the  Portuguese  side,  but  such  is  not  the  case,  except  for  a  shoi:t 
distance  in  the  hinterland  of  the  Mozambique  Co.,  a  district  which 
possesses  the  only  active  mines  existing  in  Portuguese  territory. 
Province  Well  Supplied  With  Elvers. 

What  has  been  said  refers  only  to  waterfalls  and  rapids  as  a  source 
of  hydraulic  power.  So  far  as  flowing  rivers  and  flat  country  are 
concerned,  the  Province  is  remarkably  well  supplied.  Beginning 
with  the  south  we  have  the  Maputo,  the  Umbeluzi,  and  the  Incomati, 
all  debouching  in  the  Bay  of  Lourenco  Marques,  and  all  showing  a 
continual  flow  of  water.  The  Tembe  and  Matolla  Rivers,  also  gen- 
erally accredited  to  the  same  baj',  are  not  rivers  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the  term,  but  tidal  arms  of  the  sea. 

Of  the  three  flowing  rivers  mentioned,  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
Incomati  practically  has  its  source  in  the  Province  of  Mozambique 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it  becomes  a  river  within  50  miles  of  Lourenge 
Marques,  but  flows  in  an  almost  complete  circle  for  a  distance  of 
200  miles  before  debouching  into  the  bay  of  that  port.  As  a  conse- 
quence it  is  economically  one  of  the  most  interesting  rivers  in  the 
entire  province.  At  the  point  where  it  crosses  the  border  it  is  a 
rapidly  flowing  stream,  varying  in  depth  according  to  the  season 
from  shallow  ripples  in  times  of  drought  to  5  to  6  feet  in  flood  time. 
At  this  point  it  parallels  the  railway,  and  as  a  result  it  offers  a  good 
site  for  the  establishment  of  a  water-power  plant.  The  Movene 
Sugar  Estates,  whose  representative  in  Lisbon  is  E.  Bettencourt 
(address,  2,  Eua  Paiva  d'Andrada),  is  the  holder  of  such  a  con- 
cession. 

Sugar  Plantations  on  Large  Scale  Projected. 

Throughout  its  course  the  Incomati  is  bordered  by  extensive  flats 
which  are  being  taken  up  on  a  large  scale  for  sugar  plantations.  The 
only  large  industry,  however,  as  yet  established  and  in  a  producing 
stage  is  the  Incomati  Sugar  Estates  (Ltd.),  at  Xinavane,  a  point 
which  has  been  connected  with  the  trunk  line  by  a  branch  railway 
50  miles  long. 

Passing  northward  we  have  the  Limpopo,  which  has  not  yet  been 
developed,  and  in  the  territories  of  the  Mozambique  Company  the 
Save  Kiver,  the  Buzi,  the  Pungwe,  and  on  its  northern  border  the 
Zambezi  River.  None  of  these  water  courses  have  been  hydraulically 
developed,  although  there  are  sugar  plantations  on  the  Buzi  and  the 
Zambezi  which  are  irrigated  through  pumping  on  a  considerable 
scale.    The  names  of  these  companies  are:  On  the  Buzi,  the  Com- 
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pauhia  Colonial  do  Bozi  and  The  Beira  Illovo  Sugar  Estate,  whose 
address  is  at  Beira ;  on  the  Zambesi,  various  mills  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Sena  Sugar  Factory,  whose  address  is  at  Chinde. 

North  of  the  Zambezi  there  are  no  rivers  of  importance  before 
the  Ligonha  and  the  Moma,  followed  by  the  Lurie  much  farther  to 
the  north,  and  finally  by  the  Rovuma,  which  forms  the  boundary 
dividing  Portuguese  East  Africa  from  German  territory.  This 
group  of  rivers  is  in  country  which  has  scarcely  been  conquered,  and 
IS  still  practicaUy  untouched  by  the  white. 

Balnfall  Exceedingly  Variable  in  Provlnee. 

The  rainfall  and  the  rainy  seasons  are  exceedingly  variable  even 
within  the  limited  territories  of  the  Province.  For  the  region  north 
of  the  Zambezi  no  statistics  are  available,  but  south  of  that  river 
the  true  rainy  season  is  supposed  to  open  with  January  and  close  at 
March,  and  there  is  also  a  false  rainy  season  of  short  duration  and 
uncertain  habit  which  occasionally  occurs  in  October. 

For  the  district  of  Lourence  Marques  the  rainfall  for  the  three 
years  ending  with  June,  1913,  was:  July,  1910,  to  June,  1911,  26.23 
inches;  July,  1911,  to  June,  1912,  20.51  inches;  July,  1912,  to  June, 
1913,  18.11  inches ;  and  for  the  vear  1913  the  distribution  by  months 
was:  January,  3.46  inches;  February,  4.68;  March,  2;  April,  3.03; 
May,  0.32;  June,  0.55;  July,  0.59;  August,  0.87;  September,  0.32; 
October,  3.11;  November,  3.86;  December,  0.90;  total,  23.69. 

Beeordt  Broken  hr  Balny  Season  of  Past  Tear. 

These  three  years,  especially  the  last,  cover  a  time  of  exceptional 
drought,  and  the  rainy  season  of  1914-15,  for  which  statistics  are 
not  yet  available,  broke  all  records  both  for  duration  and  amount 
of  rain,  which  began  in  November  and  continued  with  force  through- 
out Feoruary,  and  in  occasional  showers  up  to  the  month  of  May. 
So  longand  wet  a  season  has  not  formerly  been  known  in  the  history 
of  the  Province.  The  distribution  was  general  over  the  entire  dis- 
trict. The  watershed,  so  far  as  Portuguese  territory  is  concerned, 
can  be  described  as  distinctly  barren. 

The  Province  of  MozamDique  is  well  supplied  with  competent 
engineers,  owing  to  the  fact  tnat  the  port  of  Lourenco  Marques  is 
the  largest  and  best  equipped  of  any  harbor  in  Africa,  having  almost 
a  mile  of  concrete  wharf,  capable  of  berthing  12  large  steamers  of 
a  draft  not  exceeding  30  feet,  and  owing  ala)  to  the  fact  that  the 
Province  is  at  present  constructing  a  network  of  railways  from  six 
different  points  of  departure. 

Aside  from  the  sugar  plantations  mentioned,  it  is  impossible  to 
name  any  other  industnr  where  it  is  probable  that  power-driven 
machinery  can  be  utilized  to  advantage  unless  the  concession  for  the 
establishment  of  a  large  electrical  plant  on  the  Incemati  River  is 
successfully  taken  up,  and  at  present  there  are  no  indications  that 
capital  will  be  secured  for  the  project.  Private  farms  on  the  rivers 
are  small  and  without  resources. 

Ileetrlo-Light  Eqoipment — ^Water  Supply. 

Lourenco  Marques  and  Beira,  the  only  towns  of  any  importance 
in  the  Province,  ooth  have  electric-light  equipment,  but  the  gener- 
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ating  power  is  derived  from  coal,  which  is  supplied  at  about  $6  a 
ton  delivered  in  Lourenco  Marques  from  the  Transvaal  mines. 

The  domestic  water  supply  of  Lourenco  Margues  is  furnished  by 
a  model  installation  on  the  Umbeluzi  River,  which  was  described  in 
CoMMEHCE  Eeports  for  July  3,  1915.  The  water  supplies  of  Beira 
and  the  moribund  island  of  Mozambique,  once  the  capital  of  the 
Province,  depends  on  cisterns  and  rainfall.  The  city  or  Beira  is  of 
constantly  growing  importance  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  pos- 
sible purchaser  of  a  water  plant.  The  remaining  towns  of  the 
Province  are  too  small  to  require  installations  for  many  years  to 
come. 

[Lists  of  the  principal  engineers  and  of  the  operating  mines  In  Portuguese 
East  Africa  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.] 


EAST  APBICA  OPEN  TO  AMEBICAIT  DBTJG  TBADE. 

[Consul  George  A.  Chambcrlala,  Lourcnso  Marques,  Portuguese  East  Africa,  June  12.) 

A  chance  has  arisen  during  the  present  war  for  American  manu- 
facturers of  pharmaceutical  specialties  to  establish  more  firmly  their 
hold  on  the  market  of  Portuguese  East  Africa. 

The  import  duty  assessed  on  patent  medicines  and  all  kinds  of 
drug^  entering  this  country  is:  Tariff  duty,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem; 
municipal  tax,  25  per  cent  of  tariff  duty ;  commercial  contribution,  3 
per  cent  ad  valorem;  municipal  contribution,  50  per  cent  of  com- 
mercial contribution.  The  duty  plus  the  various  surtaxes  is  equiva- 
lent to  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  10.75  per  cent. 

The  general  feeling  of  the  public  with  reference  to  American 
pharmaceutical  products  is  decidedly  cordial,  and  the  only  barrier 
against  our  manufacturers  dominating  the  entire  market  is  the  mat- 
ter of  price,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  quality  and  attractive  prep- 
aration of  the  goods  very  often  overbalance  the  difference  in  cost. 
All  the  pharmacies  in  town  have  unusual  facilities  for  display,  and 
this  is  all  the  special  advertising  most  specialties  get.  In  the  case, 
however,  of  certain  special  preparations  it  would  pay  the  American 
manufacturer  to  insist  upon  local  advertising  in  the  press,  appor- 
tioning a  certain  percentage  of  his  profits  to  this  end,  and  requiring 
of  his  agent  an  accounting  as  well  as  samples  of  advertisements. 
Pharmacies  Import  for  Individual  Needs. 

There  are  no  jobbers  in  the  American  sense  of  the  term  in  this 
market,  owing  to  the  fact  that  all  the  pharmacies  import  for  their 
individual  needs.  In  the  selling  of  general  drugs,  it  is  not  advis- 
able to  seek  an  exclusive  agent,  but  for  those  specialties  which  justify 
an  advertising  campaign  an  agent  chosen  from  one  of  the  three  large 
importing  firms  that  are  distributors  of  general  merchandise  through- 
out the  coast  and  the  eastern  Transvaal  would  probably  prove  more 
effective  than  any  single  pharmacy.  These  three  firms  are  general 
importers  of  everything  from  groceries  to  machinery  by  the  carload. 

Should  the  manufacturer  undertake  to  advertise  extensively,  it 
might  be  possible  to  persuade  a  local  pharmacy  to  contract  ^r  a 
stated  amount  of  goods,  and  in  such  a  case  the  pharmacy  should  be 
made  the  agent.  The  market  of  Portuguese  East  Africa,  however, 
is  exceedingly  small,  the  total  European  or  white  population  not 
amounting  to  more  than  10,000  out  of  a  total  estimated  at  about 
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2,000,000,  including  blacks  and  Asiatics.  The  latter  classes  can  not 
be  considered  as  paying  drug  consumers.  As  the  market  is  so  small, 
there  is  no  competition  worthy  of  the  name. 

All  firms  in  Portuguese  East  Africa  have  a  working  knowledge 
of  English,  and  any  names  of  patent  medicines  which  are  adaptable 
to  the  European  market  are  equally  so  here.  No  legal  restrictions  are 
in  force  for  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines,  and  any  trade-mark 
protected  in  Portugal  can  also  be  protected  in  her  colonies  by  the 
payment  of  additional  fees. 

Goods  Sbovld  Be  Properly  Packed  to  Win  Trade. 

As  to  credits,  except  where  long  relations  or  special  references 
establish  the  purchasing  firm  in  the  confidence  of  the  exporter,  it 
is  best  to  stick  to  the  rule  of  cash  against  shipping  documents,  but 
the  manufacturer  should  take  special  pains  to  pack  his  goods  in 
such  a  way  that  they  will  stand  not  only  the  long  voyage  of  from 
45  to  GO  days,  but  also  the  peculiar  conditions  of  tropical  climates 
after  their  arrival  and  while  held  iii  stock.  Goods  likely  to  suffer 
from  rapid  variations  in  temperature  and  extreme  humidity  should 
be  shipped  only  in  small  parcels  proportionate  to  the  restricted  popu- 
lation. The  manufacturer  who  places  an. initial  order  so  large  that 
it  defies  rapid  sale  and  becomes  decomposed  and  fly  specked  in  the 
show  cases  of  his  customer  will  book  no  repeat  orders.  All  products 
made  up  in  cardboard  packages  should,  of  course,  be  shipped  in 
tin-lined  cases. 

[Ijsts  of  the  principal  general  Importere  and  distributors  and  of  the  principal 
pharnaacles  In  Tortxipucse  East  Africa  luay  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oflSces.] 


FimUCATIONS  OF  THE  DEPABTMENT  OF  COMMEBCE. 

"  List  of  Publications  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  Available 
for  Distribution  "  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  issued  about  twice  a  .year 
by  the  Division  of  Publications  of  the  department  for  free  dis-tribu- 
tion.  The  list  contains  the  titles  of  all  available  publications  of  the 
department,  full  instructions  as  to  how  they  may  be  obtained,  and 
condensed  information  concerning  the  scope  of  the  publication  work 
of  the  department. 

There  is  also  issued  monthly  by  the  division  a  list  of  the  publica- 
tions becoming  available  during  the  month  for  distribution. 

Persons  desiring  to  receive  these  pamphlets  regularly  may  have  their 
names  placed  on  the  mailing  list  by  applying  to  the  Chief  Division  of 
Publications,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UAKTNQ  CHINESE  GBAPHOPHONE  BECOBDS. 

[Consul  Q.  C.  Uaason,  Swatow,  Chlnn,  June  22.] 

A  representative  of  the  export  department  of  the  recording  labora- 
tory of  the  Victor  Talking  Machine  Co.,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  was  in 
Swatow  during  last  week  engaged  in  making  of  master  records. 
Chinese  actors  and  signers  have  been  employed  in  this  work.  It  is 
intended  to  market  the  records  among  the  native  merchants  of  this 
district  who  have  ^nigrated  to  the  South  Seas  and  have  there  accu- 
mulated much  wealth.  The  results  of  this  enterprise  should  be 
financially  profitable. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OPPOfiXmnnES. 

'[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Barean  and  its  brancli 

olllcea.] 

Glass  bulbt  and  brass  caps.  No.  17646. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Eng- 
land wrltett  thnt  an  electrical  supply  dealer  In  his  district  is  desirous  of 
purchasing  glass  bulbs  for  incandescent  lamiw,  complete  with  Titrate  fill- 
ing. A  sample  of  the  brass  cap,  together  with  desigus  of  the  bulbs,  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
branch  offices. 

ilatlcablc  nickel  sheet.  No.  17647.— The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Canada  stating  that  he  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  malleable  nickel  sheets 
to  be  used  for  printing  with  padding  process.  The  plates  of  nickel  must 
be  of  uniform  thickness  of  1.0  to  2  millimeters;  well  planed  good  edges 
without  breaks  or  cracks;  must  not  break  when  bent  at  right  angles  at 
least  three  times  In  the  same  place. 

Capital,  No.  17648. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  in  Peru  has  transmitted  a  detailed  reixirt,  together 
with  sami)les,  blue  prints,  etc.,  relative  to  an  opiiortuulty  for  investing 
capital  in  a  tannery  and  shoe  factory  in  Peru.  The  reports  and  samijles 
will  be  placed  on  exhibition  at  the  bureau  and  its  branch  offices. 

Agricultural  machinery,  No.  17649. — A  business  mon  in  Si)ain  is  anxious  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  of  all  kinds,  especially 
agricultural  implements,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Ref- 
erence is  given. 

Food  products,  oUs,  etc..  No.  17650. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  i-elotlous 
with  American  exiiorters  of  Chinese  tea,  pink  Alaska  salmon  in  tall  ains, 
rice,  oils  of  all  kinds,  and  biscuits.  Ue  also  desires  to  purchase  sugar 
similar  to  the  sample  which  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch 
offices.  It  is  statetl  that  sugar  which  corresponds  exactly  to  the  sample  Is 
desired  for  the  reason  that  a  higher  rate  of  duty  is  levied  on  refined  sugar. 

Iron  bars,  windoio  glass,  copper  sheets,  etc..  No.  17651. — ^A  firm  in  Greece 

.  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with 

American   exporters  of   iron   bars,   T   beams,   window   glass,   galvanlze<I, 

corrugated,  and  plain  sheets,  and  copper  sheets.    Corresijondence  should  be 

conducted  in  French. 

Phannaceutieal  products.  No.  17652. — ^An  established  firm  in  Spain  has  requested 
an  American  consular  officer  to  8ui)ply  the  names  and  addresses  of  manu- 
facturers of  the  following  pharmaceutical  products:  Salol,  beuzonapbthol, 
potassium  bromide,  sodium  bromide,  sodium  Iodide,  sodium  benzoate  (acid 
from  benzoin),  sodium  salicylate,  salicylic  acid,  lauollne,  tannic  acid,  methyl 
salicylate,  iodine,  asiilrine,  equlnine,  aristoquinlne,  lactic  acid,  dermatol, 
calcium  glycerophosphate,  sodium  glyceroi)hosphatc,  and  lactose. 

Fruits,  etc..  No.  17653. — The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  In  receipt  of  a  com- 
munication from  a  business  man  in  Porto  lUco,  who  desires  to  secure  the 
names  and  addresses  of  meat  packers,  California  wine  and  fruit  growers, 
exporters  of  rice,  and  general  di-y  goods  supplies. 

Firclcss  cookers.  No.  176.')4. — A  firm  in  England  writes  the  Department  of 
C:oniuierce  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  flreless  cookers. 

Keports  from  Consul  A.  A.  Williamson  at  Dairen,  Manchuria,  in- 
dicate that  coast  steamer  freights  in  that  region  continue  to  rise.  The 
start  of  the  Hokkaido  lumber  trade  and  of  the  Kamchatka  sardine 
season  also  means  a  tightening  of  the  freight  market.  The  day 
charter  of  vessels  for  service  in  these  directions  is  being  contracted 
in  succession  at  the  rates  of  500,  600,  and  700  yen  per  day  for  vessels 
of  2,000,  3,000,  and  4,000  ton  classes,  respectively. 
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SWEDISH  BAUBOAD  OPEN. 

[Sccreteary  ot  American  Legation  Jefferson  Caffery,  Stockholm,  June  18.] 

The  Swedish  State  Eailways  announce  that  beginning  to-day  the 
railroad  from  Karungi  to  Haparanda  on  the  Russian  frontier  is 
open  for  traffic.  It  was  previously  necessary  to  make  the  journey 
by  wagon. 

"  EEPLIES  BY  THE  HTINDBED." 

(Commercial  Agent  W.  C.  Uontlngton,  Chicago,  July  20.] 

In  reply  to  its  communication  concerning  a  certain  foreign  trade 
opportunity  in  a  recent  issue  of  Commerce  Reports,  a  Chicago  firm 
received  from  an  importer  at  Barbados,  West  Indies,  a  printed  slip 
that  read : 

Gentlemen  :  Please  accept  my  sincere  apologies  for  tbe  lengtb  of  time  I  have 
taken  in  replying  to  yonr  letter.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  I  was  hardly 
prepared  for  the  overwhelming  response  that  greeted  by  application  to  your 
consul  here.  Letters  from  all  over  tbe  United  States  have  poured  in  on  me 
literally  by  the  hundred,  and  you  can  readily  understand  what  a  tremendous 
amount  of  work  that  has  meant.  However,  I  have  now  completed  an  efficient 
organization  so  that  this  delay  will  not  be  repeated. 

The  Chicago  firm  is  making  large  use  of  this  means  of  extending 
its  foreign  trade. 

AHEEICAN  PENCIL  TBADE  IN  ASIA. 

[CjnsDl  General  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  June  21.] 

The  shutting  out  of  European-made  lead  pencils  as  a  result  of  the 
war  has  left  the  trade  in  such  supplies  in  the  Far  East  largely  in 
the  control  of  American  manufacturers,  in  most  places  practically 
without  competition.  The  trade  in  such  goods  is  constantly  increas- 
ing under  normal  conditions,  and  at  present  American  trade  is  in 
unusually  large  volume. 

[Pencils  and  pencil  leads  exported  from  the  TTnited  States  totaled  $380,315 
In  value  In  the  fiscal  year  1910,  $498,203  in  1911,  $625,548  in  1013.  nnd  $533,044 
In  1914.  Shipments  to  Asia,  however,  were  very  small,  especially  during  the 
fiscal  year  1914,  when  only  $3,865  worth  of  American  i)encil8  went  there,  com- 
pared with  $21,956  In  1913  and  $62,676  in  1911.  The  recovery  of  this  trade  in 
China,  as  described  by  Consul  General  Anderson,  it  is  hoped  will  be  iiermaneutl 
wou*— U  613 
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TRADE  NOTES  FEOX  THE  NETSEBIANSS. 

[Consul  Frank  \t.  Hahin,  Amsterdun,  Jnly  12.] 

Bpeeial  Knives  on  Xowing  Kachlnes. 

The  grass  grows  so  thick  on  the  damp  and  rich  meadows  of  the 
Netherlands  that  American  mowers  used  here  are  equipped  with  a 
special  cutter,  differing  from  that  required  in  other  countries. 
Americans  refer  to  the  Dutch  grass  as  "  woolly." 

Draining  the  Znyder  Zee. 

The  draining  of  the  Zuyder  Zee  is  still  under  consideration,  and 
the  general  belief  in  this  locality  is  that  it  will  eventutJJy  be  ac- 
complished. Indeed,  it  is  said  that  draining  would  now  be  under 
way  if  the  war  had  not  broken  out.  It  involves  the  reclamation  of 
815  square  miles  of  the  Zuyder  Zee  and  conversion  of  the  remaining 
557  square  miles  into  a  fresh-water  lake.  The  cost  is  estimated  at 
$75,000,000,  and  the  tune  required  at  33  years.  Model  villages  would 
be  built  by  the  State,  and  purchasers  of  land  given  advances  of  money 
to  buy  agricultural  implements,  etc.  The  annual  value  of  crops  which 
could  be  grown  on  the  reclaimed  area  is  estimated  at  $28,000,000. 

Available  Snrpln*  of  foodstnffi. 

Statistics  of  cattle  and  hogs  in  the  Netherlands,  just  published, 
show  an  increase  of  17.9  per  cent  in  number  of  beeves  and  18  per 
cent  in  number  of  hogs  from  1910  to  1915.  As  the  population  of  the 
.Netherlands  jncre^sed,  only  8  per  cent  during  the  five  years,  it  is 
evident  that  the  surplus  of  Dutch  meat  for  export  has  much  aug- 
mented. There  is  an  expoi-t  surplus  of  most  kinds  of  food  products 
in  tliis  country,  excepting  grain,  and  it  is  particularly  large  in  pork 
and  vegetables. 

Greater  Haarlem. 

It  is  proposed  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the  city  of  Haarlem, 
as  the  legitimate  accessions  to  its  population  do  not  appear  in  the 
census,  which  is  constantly  being  taken,  as  in  all  Dutch  cities. 
Haarlem's  census  population  has  been  about  71,000  for  the  past  five 
years.  Yet  the  city  has  steadily  grown,  but  just  outside  of  the 
present  limits,  wherein  there  is  no  room  for  more  growth.  The 
proposed  extension  will  take  in  at  least  10,000  people,  most  of  whom 
worK  or  do  business  in  Haarlem. 

Big  Proilts  of  Holland-America  Line. 

According  to  current  report  in  reliable  commercial  circles,  the 
net  earnings  of  the  Holland-America  Steamship  Co.  for  the  first 
half  of  the  present  calendar  year  amount  to  80  per  cent  of  the  capital 
stock.  It  is  not  supposed  that  all  of  this  will  be  paid  to  stockholders 
as  dividends,  but  that  much  of  it  will  be  expended  upon  improve- 
ments and  new  steamers.  The  usual  annual  dividends  paid  by  this 
company  in  recent  years  have  been  around  15  per  cent,  with  a  consid- 
erable share  of  the  net  earnings  put  into  reserve  funds. 


British  hosiery  exports  during  the  first  six  months  of  1916  totaled 
6,900,000  pair,  valued  at  $600,000,  against  4,060,000  pair,  valued  at 
$440,000  in  the  like  period  last  year. 
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JAFANCHINA  TBADE. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Times  of  Tone  17,  by  Consul  General  deorge  H.  Bddmore, 

Yokohama.] 

Japan's  trade  with  China  continues  to  dwindle,  even  imports  now 
tending  to  decline.  As  early  as  January  the  tendency  set  m,  princi- 
pally owing  to  the  war  and  the  resulting  depression  of  the  China 
market,  but  before  May  imports  more  than  maintained  the  previous 
y^r's  mark  though  exports  sank  far  below  the  previous  marks. 
/When  the  trouble  between  China  and  Japan,  however,  was  coming  to 
a  head  the  decline  in  exports  was  accelerated,  and  with  it  a  declin- 
ing tendency  in  imports  also  became  apparent.  During  the  first 
four  months  of  the  year  exports  were  kept  to  a  point  between 
$10,000,000  yen  ($4,980,000)  and  $12,000,000  yen  ($5,478,000)  a 
month,  but  in  May  the  average  figure  declined  by  2,000,000  yen 
($996,000)  below  that  for  the  first  four  months.  In  spite  of  some 
semiofficial  explanations,  attributing  this  tendency  to  causes  other 
than  the  boycotting  movements  in  China,  a  grave  falling  off  is 
reported  significantly  in  the  figures  for  central  China  and  Man- 
churia, where  anti-Japanese  feeling  is  particularly  accentuated. 

According  to  the  finance  department  return  for  the  opening  days 
of  Jime  exports  are  valued  at  $1,231,524  and  imports  at  $718,027, 
which  figures  are  a  decline  of  $632,460  and  $144,420,  respectively,  in 
comparison  with  the  figures  for  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

The  total  figures  from  the  beginning  of  January  to  the  close  of 
the  opening  10  days  of  June  show  a  decline  of  $12,275,700,  in  round 
figures,  in  exports  in  comparison  with  the  same  time  last  year,  while 
imports  exhibit  an  advance  of  $4,218,060. 


noTiEED  HAirnra  nmusTBY  in  japan. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Mall  of  Jane  28,  by  ConsDl  General  George  H.  Scidmore,  Tokobama.] 

An  official  conference  of  figured-matting  manufacturers  was  held 
at  the  Agriculture  and  Commerce  Ministry  on  June  25.  Mr.  Ko- 
yama.  Vice  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  stated  that  the 
line  of  trade  has  lately  been  arrested  in  its  advance,  owing,  among 
other  things,  to  deterioration  of  quality,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest 
of  the  weak  points  inherited  by  Japanese  manufacturers  from  olden 
times.  The  reports  sent  by  the  commercial  commissioners  abroad 
agree  in  attributing  the  gradual  decline  to  the  deploraJole  practice  of 
deteriorating  the  quality  and  underselling  one  another  on  the  part 
cf  Japanese  manufacturers.  Already  steps  have  been  taken  by  the 
Government  to  stop  these  bad  practices,  but  without  the  cooperation 
of  the  manufacturers  success  can  not  be  assured.  Moreover,  now 
that  a  rival  in  the  shape  of  weed  mattings  has  appeared  on  the 
market,  the  betterment  of  the  quality  will  be  urgently  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  buyers  and  promote  the  trade. 

The  foUowmg  proposals  were  discussed,  and  were  either  carried 
out  or  are  expected  to  be  before  the  end  of  the  conference : 

(1)  To  limit  the  warps  of  all  export  mattings  to  150  or  upward. 

(2)  To  adjust  the  actual  number  of  warps  used  to  the  number  qnoted  in 
dealings. 

(3)  To  tinlfy  the  colors  of  exxx>rt  mattings. 

(4)  To  consider  the  matter  of  conditioning  of  weed  mattings. 
(6)  To  discuss  measures  for  the  promotion  of  the  matting  trade. 
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15T£^  SHOBTAOE  IH  JAPAN. 

[BstiHct  ttom  Japan  Times  ot  Jane  16,  by  Consul  General  Georg«  H.  BddaoM, 

Vokobanuu] 

In  view  of  the  inadequate  supply  of  steel  and  other  shipbuilding 
materials,  especially  now  when  shipbuilders  have  much  work  in 
hand  and  require  more  materials  than  in  previous  years,  the  Japanese 
Govenmient  has  planned  to  extend  the  plant  of  the  Government  Iron 
iWorks  at  Ildamitsu  so  as  to  meet  the  demand  for  thick  steel  sheets 
in  this  country.  In  the  last  session  of  the  Diet  a  credit  of  2,400,000 
yen  ($1,195,200)  in  round  figures  was  given  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  works  as  funds  for  the  realization  of  the  plan,  which 
will  be  seen  in  the  immediate  future. 

tConauI  Georce  N.  West,  Kobe,  June  22.] 
Hiffher  Prioes  for  Oalvudted  Iron. 

It  is  stated  by  Japanese  journals  that  the  continued  and  apparently 
continuous  advance  in  the  price  of  zinc — 400  per  cent  since  the  out- 
break of  war — has  increased  the  cost  of  the  plating  on  a  sheet  of  No. 
31  galvanized  iron  by  45  sen  (22^  cents) ,  while  the  cost  of  the  iron 
itself  is  15  sen  (7J  cents)  more.  When  the  higher  costs  of  labor 
and  transport  are  added,  the  total  increase  in  price  per  sheet  comes 
to  65  cents  or  more.  Hopes  of  higher  prices  keep  them  on  the  up- 
grade. Japanese  makers,  considering  the  local  prices  too  low, 
stopped  sales,  and  as  stocks  on  the  market  are  running  short,  and 
English  prices  foi'  July  77^  cents  apiece,  the  Japanese  rate  has 
risen  from  55  cents  to  60  cents  and  is  expected  to  continue  advancing 
to  70  cents. 

From  information  obtained  by  this  consulate  the  opinion  is  ex- 
pressed that  the  imports  of  iron  and  steel,  which  include  plates, 
angles,  bar  iron,  and  general  hardware,  should  show  an  iuci-ease  f<H: 
the  year. 


TOTAL  OF  HUBBEBSFIELD  EZFOBTS  BEOUCED. 

(Consul  Fnnklio  D.  Hale,  Iluddersflcid,  England,  Jul;  14.] 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  exports  from  Huddersfield  to  the 
United  States  for  the  first  six  months,  respectively,  of  1914  and 
1915  shows  a  very  lar^  decrease  for  this  year.  Raw  wool  is  ex- 
cluded, as  the  exports  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914  were  large, 
while  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  owing  to  the  embargo,  a 
small  amount  was  exported.  The  decrease  in  total  exports  except 
raw  wool  is  $1,158,527.    The  figures,  by  months,  are : 


Months. 


Total  exports  ex- 
cept taw  wool. 


MU 


19U 


UannlhctUTes  ot 
wed. 


1»U 


1915 


lanaary J4»,4S3 

February I    324,133 


liarch 
April 
May. 
June. 


2r>i,m 

232.035 
369,279 
401, OU 


{149,547 
ffl,517 
108.557 
12S.835 
165.285 
7t»,lO 


«2e3,114 
285,573 
167,953 
168,833 
294,803 

343,  sn 


tia,44i 

a,  770 


151,829 


2,007,411 


843,884 


1,494,636 


09,170 
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DTVESTIQATION  OF  FUSIBIE  TIN  BOHEB  PIUOS. 

The  attention  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, has  been  directed  to  the  failure  and  deterioration  of  fusible 
tin  boiler  plugs  in  service.  In  some  cases  such  plugs  have  failed  to 
melt,  and  so  give  warning  of  dangerous  boiler  conditions,  and  in- 
vestigation has  shown  that  the  tin  filling  in  these  cases  had  become 
oxidized  to  tin  oxide  (SnOj),  which  has  a  melting  point  above 
2,900°  F. 

About  1,050  plugs,  of  which  100  were  plugs  which  had  been  in 
service,  were  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Steamboat-Inspec- 
tion Service,  Department  of  Commerce,  and  subjected  to  exami- 
nation. This  included  inspection  of  design  and  construction,  con- 
dition and  purity  of  the  tin  filling,  and  in  the  case  of  the  used 
plugs  their  classification  according  to  the  type  of  deterioration 
undergone  by  them  in  service. 

One  pronounced  and  dangerous  type  of  deterioration  is  the  oxida- 
tion of  the  tin  along  the  grain  boundaries,  by  which  is  formed  a 
network  of  oxide  throughout  the  tin.  This  is  shown  to  be  due  to  the 
presence  of  zinc  in  amounts  as  low  as  0.3  per  cent. 

Lead  and  zinc  are  found  to  be  the  principal  impurities  in  tin- 
plug  fillings,  and  since  all  "  failed  "  plugs  contained  these  or  other 
impurities  the  conclusion  is  reachea  that  if  these  impurities  are 
eliminated  by  strict  specifications  and  inspection,  which  will  allow  only 
admittedly  superior  qualities  of  tin,  such  as  Banca  and  some  others, 
the  danger  of  failures  of  these  plugs  will  no  longer  exist. 

In  a  monograph  on  the  subject  directions  are  given  for  the  testing 
of  the  purity  of  the  tin  in  such  plugs. 


HAOHESITE  DEPOSITS  IN  BRITISH  COLXnOIA. 

[Consul  General  B.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  Canada,  July  16.] 

Magnesite,  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  nonmetallic  minerals, 
has  been  found  in  large  quantities  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Atlin, 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  British  Columbia.  Seven  claims  have  been 
located  by  Vancouver  parties,  and  plans  are  being  made  for  working 
the  deposits.  This  ore  is  shown  by  analysis  to  be  exceptionally 
pure,  running  as  high  as  98  per  cent  in  magnesium  carbonate.  The 
world's  supply  has  so  far  come  from  California,  Greece,  and  Austria. 
On  account  of  the  war  the  latter  source  is  cut  off,  and  since  this  was 
the  most  important,  there  is  an  extraordinary  demand  for  the 
mineral  which  British  Columbia  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  supply. 

Magnesite  consists  of  magnesia,  48  per  cent,  and  carbon  dioxide, 
52  per  cent,  and  used,  after  calcination,  to  make  bricks  for  refractory 
furnace  lining,  nonconductive  covering  for  steam  pipes,  boilers,  etc. 
Magnesium  salts,  especially  the  sulphates,  are  used  in  the  arts  and 
in  medicines,  also  in  the  paper  industry,  and  in  connection  with  the 
pulp  industry  of  this  Province.  This  new  discovery  may  prove  to 
be  of  special  value,  since  the  chief  value  of  the  spruce  forests  in 
British  Columbia  is  in  their  paper-making  possibilities,  and  the  fact 
that  magnesia  necessary  to  the  manufacture  of  a  finished  product 
is  right  at  hand  may  result  in  greatly  increasing  the  importance  of 
the  pulp  industry. 
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BOTTTES  TO  SWITZEKLAin)  FOS  AMEBICAV  GOODS. 

Inquiry  having  been  made  concerning  the  best  routes  for  sending 
merchandise  from  the  United  States  to  Switzerland,  the  American 
consulate  general  at  Paris  was  instructed  to  obtain  information  con- 
cerning conditions  at  French  ports.  The  following  cablegram  is 
from  Vice  Consul  De  Witt  C.  Poole,  at  Paris: 

Port  of  Cette  has  a  maxlmam  draft  of  7  meters  (23  feet)  ;  port  equipment  on 
small  scale,  two  berths  now  assigned  to  Swiss  Government,  discharging  500 
tons  cereals  daily.  Marseille  port  conditions  are  Improving,  though  40  ships 
are  still  waiting.  At  Bordeaux  there  Ig  severe  congestion.  St.  Nazaire  Is 
crowded,  6  ships  waiting  to-day.  La  Rochelle  and  Rouen  are  Impracticable. 
At  Havre  there  is  no  congestion,  and  conditions  of  discharge  and  railroad  trans- 
shipment are  greatly  Improved  since  consul's  report  In  February. 

The  American  consul  at  Marseille  telegraphs: 

Preferable  to  send  at  least  some  merchandise  destination  Switzerland  via 
Cette,  but  as  conditions  are  changeable  would  advise  dispatch  ships  Gibraltar 
for  orders. 

Those  best  informed  at  Paris  consider  Havre  most  advisable  route 
owing  to  there  being  no  congestion,  and  Havre  has  big  port  equip- 
ment railroad  connections,  and  knowledge  of  handling  American- 
Swiss  shipments.  If  considerable  tonnage  is  diverted  to  Cette,  port 
will  be  swamped. 

[Matt  report  from  AmbaMador  WUIUm  O.  Sharp,  ParU,  France,  dated  June  29.] 
Onaraatlet  are  Beqvlred. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  acquaint  the  shippers  in  the  United  States 
with  the  general  situation  in  France  as  regards  the  shipments  of  oil, 
food  supplies,  cotton,  etc.,  from  France  to  Switzerland. 

From  what  the  embassy  has  been  able  to  learn  considerable  diffi- 
culty has  been  encountered  by  shippers  in  dispatching  such  products 
as  are  mentioned  into  Switzerland,  because  the  French  Government 
requires  that  a  guaranty  be  furnished  to  show  that  such  shipments 
are  not  intended  for  re-export  to  Germany  or  Austria.  This  em- 
bassy has  on  various  occasions  been  appealed  to  by  American  houses 
to  obtain  permission  for  the  passage  through  France  into  Switzer- 
land of  American  products  and  al^  to  obtain  the  removal  of  pro- 
hibitions which  have  been  placed  upon  such  shipments  forwarded  to 
Switzerland. 

In  taking  up  questions  of  this  nature  with  the  foreign  office  the 
embassy  learned  tliat  the  French  Government  was  only  satisfied  with 
a  guaranty  given  by  the  Swiss  Government,  the  coctention  being  that 
no  other  Government  nor  any  commercial  house  had  the  proper 
machinery  for  preventing  the  re-exportation  to  Germany  or  Austria, 
and  therefore  the  only  guaranty  acceptable  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  that  of  the  Swiss  Government.  In  consequence  it  became 
necessary  for  the  embassy,  as  far  as  American  interests  were  con- 
cerned, to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Swiss  legation,  and  I  have 
primarily  counseled  those  appealing  to  the  embassy  in  such  matters 
to  make  application  to  the  Swiss  legation,  with  a  view  to  this  latter 
mission  appealing  to  the  French  Mmistry  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


A  tannin  factory  employing  a  considerable  number  of  hands  was 
to  start  operations  at  Fives  Lille,  Argentina,  on  July  1. 
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;,v  SHUJUSrO  FACILITIES  TO  SIAM. 

•  [Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  UanseD,  Bangkok,  June  17.] 

The  Straits  Steamship  Co.  (Ltd.)  has  recently  put  a  new 
steamer,  the  Kampar,  on  the  Bangkok-Singapore  run.  This  vessel 
was  built  by  the  Hongkong  &  Whampoa  Dock  Co.  and  has  been 
fitted  with  modem  accommodations  for  14  first  and  12  second  class 
passengers.    The  Kampar,  together  with  the  KucUa  of  the  same  com- 

gany,  will  provide  regular  weekly  service  between  Bangkok  and 
ingapore  and  connect  with  the  British  and  French  mail  service. 
The  freight  rates  on  the  Bangkok-Singapore  and  Bangkok-Hong- 
kong runs  have  steadily  advanced  since  the  beginning  of  this  year. 
The  rate  from  Bangkok  to  Singapore  early  in  January  was  20,  at  the 
end  of  February  35,  and  by  the  middle  of  March  42^  Mexican  cents 
per  picul  (133^  poimds).  The  Bangkok-Hongkong  rates,  having 
stood  at  25  cents  for  some  time,  closed  firm  at  30  cents  with  the  end 
of  January,  during  February  advanced  to  40  cents,  and  increased  to 
60  cents  (Mexican)  per  picul  by  the  end  of  March.  The  rates  on 
both  of  these  runs  remained  firm  at  42^  and  60  cents,  respectively, 
during  April  and  May. 

NEW  HABBOB  POB  EONIOSBEBO. 

[Consul  Tbeodore  Jaeckcl,  Stettin,  Germany,  July  8.] 

The  city  council  of  Konigsberg,  East  Prussia,  recently  voted 
21,000,000  marks  ($4,998,000)  to  build  a  trade  harbor  in  that  city. 
Work  is  to  begin  at  once,  and  is  to  be  carried  on  in  connection  with 
the  construction  of  a  new  railway  station  and  a  new  railway  bridge, 
the  latter  two  to  be  built  by  the  Prussian  Government. 

The  principal  part  of  the  harbor  work  will  consist  in  the  removal 
of  masses  of  earth,  for  which  work  over  2,000  Russian  prisoners  will 
be  employed.  Bids  will  be  accepted  for  this  work,  but  local  con- 
tractors will  receive  preferential  treatment  in  their  bidding.  The 
work  will  be  divided  into  sections,  in  order  that  small  contractors 
may  be  able  to  participate. 

Bids  for  ironwork  will  be  accepted  at  a  later  date,  and  this  con- 
sulate is  now  endeavoring  to  obtain  details,  although  it  is  probable 
that  local  steel  concerns  will  secure  the  contracts  for  such  work, 
more  particularly  on  account  of  the  war. 


SPAHISH  ESTIHATE  OF  WOBLD'S  WINE  FBODXTCTION. 

[Consul  Robertson  Uooey,  Madrid,  July  8.] 

El  Eco  de  las  Aduanas,  a  semiofficial  weekly  of  Madrid,  states  that 
the  output  of  wine  from  those  countries  which  produced  more  than 
1,000,000  hectoliters  (26,417,000  gallons)  in  1914  was: 


Country. 

Gallons. 

Country. 

Gallons. 

gpHlQ                                   

427, 955, «» 
l,S«2,3gl,342 

272,095,100 
1  135,933,003 

105,868,000 

118, 876,  £03 

Germany 

2e,417,«oa 

Russia 

126,801,600 

71,325,900 

iaf^ ;:;;;;::";■ 

United  Stat^ 

44,908,903 

gSfciii :;:::::::::;:::::: 

145,293,509 

At^rw-Hunearv 

Chile  ::.:::::::;;:;■.:'.■;;".;■.;::;.■ 

105,«6$,00U 
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SA]a.WAY  EXTENSIONS  DT  HIOEBIA. . 

[TlceConsul  Barry  A.  McSrIde,  Boma,  Kongo,  May  14.] 

In  no  portion  of  West  Africa  has  the  progress  of  railway  con- 
struction been  more  rapid  or  had  more  effect  upon  the  development 
of  the  "hinterland"  than  in  Nigeria.  The  system  of  railroads, 
which  is  controlled  by  the  British  Colonial  Government,  now  extends 
nearly  800  miles  into  the  interior.  The  ocean  terminus  is  at  Lagos, 
the  capital  and  great  commercial  port  of  the  colony,  which  has  a 
population,  including  the  suburb  of  Ebute  Metta,  of  about  76,000, 
the  number  of  white  inhabitants  being  600  to  700.  A  large  wharf 
has  been  built  at  Iddo,  a  short  distance  from  Lagos,  for  loading 
and  unloading  freight,  and  it  is  here  that  the  warehouses  and  docks 
are  established. 
Sesoription  of  Eonte — Chief  Statlont. 

The  main  line  runs  northeasterly  712  miles  from  Lagos  to  Kano 
(see  map),  the  principal  town  of  the  great  Mohammedan  States  of 
northern  Nigeria.  The  chief  stations  along  the  route  are  Ebute 
Metta,  3  miles  from  Lagos,  the  headquarters  of  the  railway;  Abeo- 
kuta,  60  miles ;  Ibadan,  the  center  of  wie  palm-kernel  industry  in  the 
western  part  of  southern  Nigeria,  123  miles  from  Lagos;  Horin, 
capital  of  the  Province  of  the  same  name,  247  miles;  Zungeru,  Minna 
Junction,  and  Zaria. 

From  Minna  Jimction  there  is  a  branch,  which  was  formerly  the 
main  line,  running  south  to  Baro,  at  the  head  of  the  permanently 
navigable  section  of  the  River  Niger,  connecting  with  the  river 
steamers  nmning  down  to  Forcados,  a  port  on  the  Atlantic.  At 
Zaria,  622  miles  from  Lagos,  the  new  Bauchi  branch  line  begins, 
turning  southeast  from  the  mainland  and  traversing  the  Bauchi 
Highlands  where  the  rich  tin  deposits  are  found.  This  branch,  which 
was  opened  in  December  last  for  passenger  and  freight  traffic  as 
far  as  Bukeru,  in  the  heart  of  the  tin  district,  766  miles  from  Lagos, 
is  the  latest  addition  to  the  Nigerian  railway  system. 

The  construction  of  the  first  section,  from  Baro  to  Kano,  was  com- 
pleted in  March,  1911,  and  in  June  of  the  same  year  the  Lagos  sec- 
tion was  joined  up  at  Minna  Junction.    The  entire  system  is  of  the 
standard  gauge,  i.  e.,  3^  feet. 
Train  Services,  Fassenger  Kates,  etc. 

The  train  services  offered  are  excellent.  A  weekly  special  express 
train  connects  with  each  outward  and  homeward  bound  mail  steamer 
at  Iddo  Wharf,  the  railway  terminus  of  Lagos,  consisting  of  com- 
fortable up-to-date  passenger  coaches  provided  with  sleeping, 
lavatory  and  bath-room  accommodations.  The  train  also  includes 
a  dining  car,  and  is  fitted  throughout  with  electric  light  and  fans. 

This  express  covers  the  622  miles  from  Lagos  to  Zaria  in  38  hours. 
Here  passengers  for  the  Bauchi  district  change  to  the  branch  line 
for  the  run  of  144  miles  to  Bukeru.  The  trains  on  this  line  are  also 
equipped  with  dining  cars  and  other  conveniences.  Thus  travelers 
may  enter  Africa  from  the  Gulf  of  Guinea  and  travel  northward 
nearly  800  miles  almost  to  the  Sahara  Desert  in  comparative  com- 
fort. Passenger  rates  on  the  express  train,  including  sleeping  ac- 
commodations and  attendance,  are  as  follows:  Lagos  to  Ibadan, 
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$14.72;  to  Ztmgeru,  $30.96;  to  Zaria,  $41.93;  and  to  Kano,  $45.54. 
Meals  are  served  at  reasonable  rates,  and  each  passenger  is  allowed 
224  pounds  of  baggage  free  of  charge. 

Freight  Trafflo. 

Good  freight  services  are  rendered  by  the  Nigerian  Railways,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  providing  through  freight  rates  be- 
tween ports  in  Europe  and  the  chief  stations  on  the  line.  Large 
quantities  of  tropical  produce,  consisting  of  palm  oil  and  kernels, 
cotton,  rubber,  cocoa,  etc.,  are  brought  down  to  Lagos  for  shipnient 
to  Europe,  and  now  that  the  Bauchi  branch  is  open  there  will  be 
the  additional  shipments  of  tin.  The  rich  alluvial  deposits  and 
lodes  extend  irregularly  over  an  area  of  some  9,000  square  miles, 
the  ore  being  recovered  chiefly  by  panning  or  calabashing,  and  ex- 
ported in  the  form  of  washed  concentrates  which  average  70  per 
cent  of  metallic  tin.  The  tin-mining  industry  is  expected  to  become 
one  of  the  great  sources  of  wealth  of  the  colony,  and  to  the  railway 
will  be  due  much  of  the  credit  for  its  rapid  development.  The 
annual  output  is  now  about  1,500  tons  of  tin. 

Besides  the  palm  products  and  other  merchandise  carried  over  the 
road,  arrangements  are  at  present  being  made  to  handle  a  promising 
traffic  in  cattle  from  the  Zaria  and  Kano  Provinces.  This  would  be 
a  welcome  event  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lagos  and  other  coast  towns, 
owing  to  the  high  prices  now  prevailing  for  fresh  meat. 

On  account  of  the  war  and  the  troubled  state  of  the  market  in 
England,  the  trade  in  some  of  the  Nigerian  products  has  been  threat- 
ened with  important  decreases.  The  railway  has  given  much  assist- 
ance to  the  producers  and  shippers  by  lowering  freight  rates.  Thus 
the  rate  on  palm  kernels  has  been  reduced  10  per  cent  and  that  on 
cotton  25  per  cent,  to  remain  in  effect  imtil  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
Government  has  now  decided  that  during  the  depression  in  Euro- 
pean trade  and  to  enable  the  merchants  to  buy  the  current  season's 
crop  (1914-15)  of  peanuts  at  Kano,  estimated  at  30,300  tons,  the  rate 
from  Kano  to  Lagos  be  reduced  from  $20.52  to  $13.38  per  ton. 

Effect  oa  Development  of  Colony. 

The  railway  has  proved  of  remarkable  value*  in  opening  up  the 
interior  of  the  colony.  Native  towns  spring  up  along  the  way  and 
trading  posts  are  established.  Thus  Nigerian  palm  products,  cotton, 
cocoa,  tin,  etc,  have  in  a  notably  short  space  of  time  become  impor- 
tant factors  in  West  African  trade.  Not  only  has  the  export  move- 
ment been  aided,  but  also  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  merchan- 
dise imported  from  Europe.  Machinery,  hardware,  cotton  goods, 
and  food  supplies  are  the  principal  articles  carried  interiorward. 

In  northern  Nigeria  a  large  trade  was  formerly  carried  on  by 
caravans  coming  from  Tripoli  and  other  Mediterranean  ports  across 
the  Desert,  making  the  town  of  Kano  an  important  center  of  distri- 
bution. The  railway,  bringing  Kano  within  20.  days'  traveling  dis- 
tance of  Liverpool,  has  diverted  this  traffic,  which  now  comes  from 
the  south  through  Lagos.  Roads  radiating  from  Kano,  the  railway 
terminus,  to  all  parts  of  the  district  add  to  the  town's  importance  as 
a  commercial  emporium. 

Zaria,  another  of  the  great  cities  of  the  Hausa  tribes  of  Northern 
Nigeria,  where  markets  are  held  on  a  scale  not  realized  in  Europe  and 
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America,  is,  under  the  railway's  influence,  rapidly  becoming  a  meet- 
ing point  where  native  farmers  and  Arao  merchants  bring  in  their 
gwms  for  sale  and  purchase  European  goods  in  exchange  for  dis- 
tribution throughout  the  region. 


SAHARA  DESERT 

FRENCH  SUDAN 


PROPOSED  LINE  FROM 
PORTHARCOURT 


GULF  OF  GUINEA 


Hew  Line  In  Constniotlon. 

The  first  sections  of  the  Nigerian  railway  system  have  been  suc- 
cessful, not  only  in  penetrating  and  developmg  the  country,  but  also 
in  a  financial  way.  Passenger  and  freight  traffic  both  show  remark- 
able increases  and  the  operation  of  the  lines  pays  about  4^  per  cent 
on  the  capital  invested  (see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Beports  for 
Dec.  30,  1914). 
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This  success  has  increased  interest  in  the  new  line  now  being  con- 
structed from  PVirt  Harcourt,  the'  newly-discovered  natural  harbor 
on  the  delta  of  the  Niger,  to  Kaduna,  south  of  Zaria,  on  the  La^os- 
Kano  line.  This  road.  wUl  be  about  570  miles  in  length,  running 
north  from  Port  Harcourt,  tapping  the  provinces  east  of  the  Niger 
and  touching  the  recently  found  coal  fields  at  Udi,  and  will  cross 
the  Benue  River — the  second  largest  river  in  Nigeria — near  Abinsi 
(Munshi  Narrows),  continuing  northward  to  the  terminus.  Work 
has  been  commenced  at  both  ends  of  the  line  and  will  be  begun 
shortly  at  the  Munshi  Narrows,  where  the  longest  bridge  on  the  sys- 
tem will  be  built.  Here  the  Benue,  which  in  places  is  several  miles 
in  width,  narrows  to  a  gorge  2  miles  in  length,  with  high  banks 
only  600  yards  apart. 

A  Vew  City— Hew  SesonrMi  Opened  Vp. 

During  the  summer  months  of  1914  a  wonderful  change  was  ef- 
fected at  Port  Harcourt,  the  sea  terminus,  in  the  vicinity  of  which 
some  10,000  laborers  were  constantly  at  work.  All  bush  and  under- 
growtti  Iiave  been  cleared  away  and  replaced  by  European  houses 
and  temporary  bungalows.  A  large  town  has  been  planned  with 
broad  avenues  and  streets,  with  the  latest  principles  of  sanitation 
adapted  to  West  Africa.  Five  hundred  yards  away  a  native  town 
with  straight  streets,  arranged  in  squares,  is  also  under  construction. 
On  the  river  frontage  the  mangrove  swamps  are  being  reclaimed,  so 
as  to  eventually,  provide  wharfage  for  over  20  ocean-going  steamers. 

The  entire  Ime  of  the  railway  has  been  suryejred,  and  between  30 
and  ^  miles  of  earthworks  at  either  end  are  now  completed.  Kails 
and  ties  sufficient  for  50  miles  of  line  have  been  delivered  at  Port 
Harcourt.  '■   • 

The  road  is  to  be  opened  in  sections,  and  thus;v{n  the  near  future, 
another  vast  tract  of  land,  hitherto  almost  uiikhown  to  the  white 
man,  but  rich  in  palm  oil,  palm  kernels,  shea  nuts,  and  other  products, 
will  be  brought  within  easy  reach  of  the  sea  and  into  the  commercial 
world. 

iXECTBOIYSIS  HHIGATION. 

ThiB  paper  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of 
Commerce,  gives  a  brief  general  statement  regarding  electrolysis  and 
corroision  and  presents  a  detailed  discussion  of  the  various  methods 
of  electrolysis  mitigation  that  have  been  proposed  or  tried  for  pro- 
tecting underground  structures.  Methods  of  mitigation  are  treated 
under  two  heads,  namely,  those  applicable  to  pipes  and  those  ap- 
plicable to  the  railway  return  system.  The  conclusion  is  drawn  that 
while  certain  of  the  methods  applicable  to  pipes,  particularly  pipe 
drainage  and  insulating  joints,  are  often  valuable,  they  should  in 
general  be  used  as  auxiliary  measures  only,  the  chief  reliance  being 
placed  on  reducing  potential  drops  in  the  railway  return  to  reason- 
ably low  values.  Where  return  feeders  are  necessary  for  accomplish- 
ing this,  insulated  feeders  are  preferable  because  more  economical. 

In  the  last  chapter  there  is  presented  a  discussion  of  the  principles 
on  which  regulations  concerning  electrolysis  mitigation  should  be 
based,  and  the  responsibilities  of  owners  of  underground  utilities  aS 
well  as  of  the  railway  companies  are  emphasized. 
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EFFECT  OF  BSOTTGHI  DT  SO^JS.  AlXfDA. 

(CoDsul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Blizabetb,  June  23.] 

The  drought  of  several  months  in  certain  sections  of  this  district 
has  seriously  effected  business  prospects.  Several  prominent  farmers 
state  that  it  has  been  the  worst  in  their  experience  of  over  40  years. 

The  effect  on  stock  has  been  deplorable.  Thousands  of  sheep, 
goats,  and  ostriches  have  perished  for  lack  of  food  and  water.  The 
losses  in  cattle  have  been  unusually  high.  This  will  greatly  affect  the 
quality  of  both  wool  and  ostrich  feathers  in  such  districts. 

Several  irrigation  schemes  have  been  inaugurated  in  this  district 
recently,  the  principal  on  Sunday  and  Fish  Rive^rs,  both  of  which 
have  been  nearly  dry  for  a  considerable  period,  and  the  irrigation 
furrows  have  been  useless. 

It  seems  probable  that  water  conservation  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  a  certain  water  supply  in  times  of  drought.  Plans  are  being 
considered  and  decisions  will  soon  be  reached  as  to  necessary  meas- 
ures. Such  plans  will  increase  the  cost  of  water  supply,  which  is 
already  a  fairly  heavy  charge  against  landowners  in  the  irrigated 
sections. 

Rains  have  just  fallen  in  most  sections  of  the  district,  which  will 
relieve  the  drought-stricken  country  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it  is 
lather  late  for  plowing  purposes. 

LUMBER  SmPHENT  TO  TRAVEL  10,000  MILES. 

A  cargo  of  Douglas  fir  to  be  used  in  building  docks  at  Port  Nelson 
on  Hudson  Bay  will  travel  nearly  10,000  miles  on  shipboard  before 
it  reaches  its  destination  at  the  end  of  a  voyage  which  has  already 
begim  with  the  vessel's  departure  from  British  Columbia.  Although, 
"  as  the  crow  flies,"  the  forests  that  produced  this  limiber  are  only 
1,400  miles  from  the  Hudson  Bay  port  to  which  it  has  been  shipped, 
transportation  by  way  of  the  Panama  Canal,  through  which  it  is 
being  sent,  means  a  trip  which  has  been  estimated  at  9,900  miles,  or 
seven  times  the  actual  distance  between  Vancouver  and  Port  Nelson. 

Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  at  Toronto,  Canada,  who  reports  on  this 
matter,  says  it  is  imderstood  that  lumber  hitherto  used  for  Hudson 
Bay  work  has  been  southern  pine  from  the  United  States.  He  also 
states  that  a  consignment  of  British  Columbia  timber  is  on  the  way 
to  the  Poison  Iron  Works  at  Toronto,  by  way  of  the  Panama  Canal, 
to  be  made  into  masts  for  a  dredge  being  built  for  use  at  Port  Nelson. 

NEW  SUGAR  MILL  HT  HONDURAS. 

IConsnl  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Celba,  July  19.1 

On  July  11, 1915,  there  was  placed  in  operation  the  immense  plant 
of  the  Honduras  Sugar  &  Distilling  Co.,  at  Monte  Cristo,  near  Ceiba, 
Honduras. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  plant,  representing  an  investment  of  about 
a  million  dollars  of  American  capital,  and  especially  important,  as 
it  is  the  first  sugar  mill  to  be  constructed  in  Honduras. 

Old,  worn-out  banana  lands  produce  fine  crops  of  sugar  cane,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  coming  oi  the  sugar  industry  wQl  follow  the 
abandonment  of  lands  no  longer  fit  to  produce  bananas  and  insure 
to  Honduras  a  new  source  of  wealth  from  lands  that  are  not  now 
profitable. 
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EOF  ACBEAOE  BEDTFCES  IN  OEBMAmT  Am)  AITSTBIA. 
(Conaol  Wallace  J.  Tonnf,  Carlsbad,  Auitrla,  Jane  28.] 

As  compared  with  the  hop  acreage  of  1914,  that  for  this  year  in 
Au^ria-Himgary  is  estimated  at  from  12  to  15  per  cent  less,  and  the 
decrease  for  Germany  at  from  20  to  25  per  cent. 

By  districts  in  Austria,  the  decreases  run  as  follows:  Saaz  (Bo- 
hemia), 10  per  cent;  Auscha  (Bohemia),  10  per  cent;  Styria,  18 
Sir  cent.  Owing  to  war  and  lack  of  accurate  information,  estimates 
om  Galicia  are  impossible.  For  Hungary  the  decrease  is  placed 
at  20  per  cent.  The  combined  acreage  for  Germany  and  Austria- 
Hungary  is  estimated  at  40,000  hectares  (practically,  100,000  acres). 

It  IS  not  anticipated  that  this  j'ear's  crop  will  decrease  with  the 
acreage,  for  not  only  have  weather  conditions  so  far  been  good  and 
the  vines  grown  well,  but  in  decreasing  the  acreage,  old  plants  were 
rooted  out,  while  many  new  ones  set  out  two  years  ago  should  this 
year  bear  well. 

An  intelligent  crop  forecast  is  not  possible  for  another  month. 
Besides  dependence  on  the  weather,  the  general  desire  this  year  to 
take  advantage  of  all  good  ground  for  the  planting  of  foodstuffs 
resulted,  in  the  bulk  of  the  hop  gardens,-  in  vegetables  being  planted 
between  the  vines,  and  it  is  not  yet  known  what  effect  this  will  have 
«i  the  hops  themselves.  Former  hop  gardens  have  been  planted 
with  grain,  potatoes,  grass,  and  legumes. 


IHPOBTAira  FALL  FAISS  IN  ONTABIO. 

[Consul  Fred  C.  Slater,  Samla,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  22.] 

The  agricultural  societies'  branch  of  the  Ontario  Department  of 
Agriculture  recently  issued  a  list  of  309  fairs  to  be  held  in  the  Prov- 
ince the  coming  fall.  The  more  important  (at  places  of  approxi- 
mately 6,000  or  more  population)  are  as  follows: 

Eenera,  August  26-27 ;  Canadlnn  National  Exhibition,  at  Toronto,  August  28- 
8eptcfmber  IS;  Windsor,  August  Si-September  3;  Belleville,  September  C-t; 
BrockvUle,  September  OS ;  Cornwall,  September  9-11 ;  Ottawa,  Central  Canada 
ITalr,  S^p»tcmb€r  10-18;  Western  Ontario  Fair,  at  London,  September  10-18; 
Oahawa,  September  18-16 ;  Port  William,  September  14-17 ;  Hamilton,  September 
15-18;  Peterborough,  September  16-18 ;  Strathroy,  September  20-22;  Bnrrle,  Sep- 
tember 20-22;  Chatham,  September  21-23;  Colllngwood,  September  22-25;  Mid- 
land, September  23-24;  Paris,  September  23-24;  Lindsay,  September  23-25; 
Petrolea,  September  23-24 ;  Woodstock,  September  23-24 ;  Goderlch,  September 
28-30  ;Klngston,  September  28-30;  Samla,  September  28-80;  Cobourg,  Septem- 
ber 29-30;  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  September  29-October  1;  Gait,  September  30- 
October  1 ;  Orlllla,  September  30-October  1 ;  Ingersoll,  October  4-5 ;  Port  Hope, 
October  &-6;  Welland,  October  5-6;  Owen  Sound,  October  6-S;  Arnprlor, 
October  8-10.  

CHAELOTTETOWN— -AKEBICAN  STEAMEBS  WITHSBAWN. 

[Vice  Consul  Ciuurles  Lee  Strickland,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  July  21.] 

The  semiweekly  sailings  of  the  Plant  Line  steamers  and  the  fort- 
nightly sailings  of  the  Red  Cross  Line  steamers  between  Charlotte- 
town  and  Boston,  and  Charlottetown  and  New  York,  respectively, 
have  been  canceled  for  this  year.  The  general  business  depression 
due  to  the  European  war  and  the  small  tourist  traffic  are  given  as 
the  reasons  for  the  cancellations.  There  are  no  other  steamers  run- 
ning to  the  United  States  from  this  island. 
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FOBEIGH  TEADE  OPFOBTUJNITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  and  It*  branch  olBees.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  number  given. 

Textiles,  paper,  etc.,  No.  17655. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  tbe  United  States,  stating 
that  its  representative  in  Portugal  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  woolen  and  sillc  goods,  chemicals,  all 
kinds  of  paper,  tools  and  machinery,  rubber  boots  and  shoes,  Iron  and 
steel  products,  hardware,  groceries,  laces,  bicycles,  linoleums,  drugs,  all 
kinds  of  thread,  leather  for  motor  cars,  toilet  celluloid  articles,  buttons  of 
all  kinds,  etc. 

Grains,  No.  17656. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway  states  that  an 
agent  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  wheat,  rye, 
and  maize. 

Sulphate  of  aluminum.  No.  17657. — One  of  the  commercial  attaches  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  reports  that  a  foreign  Government  desires  to 
purchase  sulphate  of  aluminum.  A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  had  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices. 

Hosiery  aatd  underwear.  No.  17658. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man,  who  is  now  In  the 
United  States,  stating  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  hosiery  and  underwear  in  European  countries.  He 
desires  to  leave  the  United  States  about  the  middle  of  August. 

drain.  No.  17659. — K  business  man  in  Norway  writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of 
rye,  wheat,  maize,  and  oats.    Reference  is  given. 

ChiniicaU,  drugs,  etc.,  No.  17680. — The  commercial  attachfr  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  in  Russia  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  In 
England  which  is  doing  a  large  business  through  agencies  in  Russia  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of  chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Machinery,  No.  17661. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  the 
name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  and  full  information  relative  to  machinery  for  making  buttons 
from  vegetable  ivory  nuts.  Catalogues,  etc.,  should  also  be  sent  to  the 
American  consulate. 

Qlue,  sandpaper,  thread,  etc..  No.  17662.— A  firm  In  Brazil  writes  that  It  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  liquid  glue,  ink, 
sandpaper,  fly  paper  and  "dope,"  cotton  compresses,  razor  strops,  silk 
thread,  spectacles  and  lenses,  footwear,  etc.  Catalogues  and  full  Informa- 
tion are  solicited. 

General  agency.  No.  17663.— -The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is 
in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  commission  merchant  in  Port  Rico  stating 
that  he  desires  to  secure  agencies  from  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters.   He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line.    References  are  given. 

Export  agent.  No.  17664. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  writes  that 
an  engineer  and  chemist  In  his  district  desires  to  arrange  for  the  services 
of  a  general  export  agent  in  the  United  States,  especially  one  who  Is 
familiar  with  machinery. 

Gloves,  etc..  No.  17665. — ^The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  In 
receipt  of  a  letter  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  all  kinds  of 
leather  gloves  and  accessories,  such  as  buttons,  polishes,  etc. 

Omnibfises,  No.  17666. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  America  re- 
ports that  a  company  is  being  formed  for  tbe  purpose  of  operating  an  auto- 
mobile omnibus  line.  The  company  intends  to  purchase  6  cars  at  once 
and  others  at  a  later  date.  Cars  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  20  ^s- 
sengers  are  desired.  The  machines  will  not  require  heating  devices  nor 
protection  from  rain.  It  Is  stated  that  the  promoters  of  this  enterprise 
are  also  thinking  of  purchasing  motor  trucks. 
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OiioUftAr  .chv  1KK><(*.  etc.,  Ko.  17997. — An  American  coosnlar  officer  In  a  Euro- 
pean Muntry  advises  that  an  Importer  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  being 
placed  la  communication  witli  American  manufacturers  of  oilcloth,  dry 
tp>oda  of  all  kinds,  and  men's  and  women's  fumisbings. 

Uioa,  No.  17668. — ^An  Italian  firm  informs  an  American  consular  officer  tliat 
there  is  a  good  market  in  that  country  for  mica,  and  requests  the  names  of 
American  mines  producing  this  mineral. 

Patent  fuel.  No.  17669. — ^An  American  consular  oflSicer  reports  that  a  West 
Indian  railway  purchasing  about  600  tons  of  pat«it  fuel  per  year  wishes 
quotations  on  lots  of  100  and  200  tons.  It  is  stated  that  the  fuel  must  be 
free  burning  and  that  It  must  not  clog  the  grates.  Quotations  should  be 
made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 

Jtoad-maMng  machinery,  No.  17670. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India 
reports  that  a  GoTemment  official  in  his  district  would  be  glad  to  receive 
lUnstrated  catalogues  on  road-making  machinery,  together  with  prices, 
discounts,  and  terms  of  sale.  The  kind  of  machines  required  are  those 
\«idch  cut  and  form  a  dirt  road.    Quotations  should  be  made  c.  L  f. 

Wrapping  paper.  No.  17671. — A  report  has  been  received  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  Brazil  stating  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  samples 
and  prices  of  wrapping  paper  from  American  firms. 

Colort,  pigment*,  glats,  etc.,  No.  17672. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the 
United  Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  be  placed  in 
communication  with'  American  manufacturers  of  colors,  pigments,  oils, 
^8^  metals,  and  similar  articles  with  a  view  to  obtaining  large  quantities. 

Live  stock.  No.  17673. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  requests  American  exporters  to  furnish  quotations  on 
1  Holland  bull,  1  year  old ;  1  Btoiland  cow,  2  yeijrs  old ;  1  Jersey  bull,  1 
year  old;  and  1  Jersey  cow,  2  years  old.  Photographs  are  requested  and 
prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Orrespondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Uiea,  No.  17674. — A  firm  of  engineers  in  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  in  a  position  to  export  large  quantities  of  mica  and  desires 
to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  Importers  of  this  mineral. 

Bra»$  tvbing,  screws,  etc..  No.  17675. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain 
transmits  a  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  soldered  and 
unsoldered  brass  tubing,  assorted  screws  and  steel  shafting.  The  firm 
desires  to  receive  net  prices  per  100  kilos  (220  pounds). 


XTEW  FAPEE  MIIXS  BEGIN  WOBE  DT  ONTARIO. 

[Consal  7aUa8  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  Canada,  Joly  26.] 

The  first  run  of  paper  from  the  large  Abitibi  pulp  and  paper 
mills  at  Iroquois  Falls,  Ontario,  was  made  last  week.  Only  one  unit 
of  the  mills  is  now  running,  but  two  others  are  in  process  of  con- 
struction. These  mills,  which  are  the  largest  in  Canada,  will  be 
running  to  their  full  capacity  by  September. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1916,  paper  of  all  kinds 
exjwrted  to  all  countries  from  Canada  amounted  to  $16,202,044,  of 
which  the  United  States  took  $12,980,512.  Of  the  total  paper  exports 
to  tiie  States  the  printing  paper  was  valued  at  $12,126,982.  The 
exports  of  news  print  paper  from  the  Province  of  Ontario  to  the 
States  during  the  calendar  year  1914,  as  certified  at  American  con- 
sulates and  agencies,  amounted  to  $6,982,321,  which  was  an  increase 
of  $2^61,185  as  compared  with  the  exports  for  1913. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOR  OOYERmiEBT  STTFPilES  AND  CONSa^TFCIXOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  ofQres  named,  and  spedflcationa  can  'ttsually ' 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  B«,'per> 
formed.     In  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  short  to  penult  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malUns  lists  ot  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Jfavy  Department  supplies.  No.  2529. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  August  10,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials:  Firms  In- 
terested therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts,  giving  the  schedule  numbers  desired:  Schedule  8570,  steel  nuts, 
eye  protectors,  bells  for  motor  boats;  schedule  8571,  padlocks,  bronze  butt 
binges,  hardware,  etc.,  brass  squirt  cans,  1-gallon  paint  cans,  worm-geared 
chain  blocks;  schedule  8572,  composition  nuts,  copper  pipe,  round  monel 
metal,  amorphous  lubricating  graphite,  hard  sheet  brass;  schedule  8575, 
Are  tube  vertical  steam  boiler ;  schedule  8576,  oxygen  in  tanks,  naval  brass 
angles,  brass  plates;  schedule  8581,  installing  automatic  sprinkler  system; 
schedule  8586,  steam  turbine-driven  blowers;  schedule  8587,  installing  high- 
pressure  main;  schedule  8588,  steam  hot-blast  apparatus,  exhaust  fan, 
5-horsepower  induction  motor,  pulleys,  shaft,  etc.;  schedule  8589,  cannon 
percussion  primers;  schedule  8590,  forging  steel  (breech  plug),  steel  forg- 
ings  (annealed  shaft)  ;  schedule  8592,  white  ash,  seasoned  basswood,  beech, 
birch  and  maple,  mixed,  thoroughly  seasoned  cherry,  cypress,  Louisiana 
cypress,  lignum-vitse,  Mexican  or  African  mahogany,  hard  well-seasoned 
maple,  white  oak,  North  Carolina  pine.  New  England  country  pine,  Vir- 
ginia pine,  white  pine,  yellow  pine.  New  England  spruce,  spruce  poles  and 
sticks,  sawn  spruce,  southern  spruce;  schedule ' 8593,  North  Carolina  or 
Virginia  pine  creosoted  piles,  North  Carolina  celling  grade  pine.  Juniper 
poles  (dock  shores);  schedule  8595,  medium  steel-bull  plates;  schedule 
8596,  light  and  heavy  silk  cartridge-bag  cloth,  silk  cartridge-bag  lacing 
cord;  schedule  8597,  spur-geared  chain  hoists,  garbage  incinerator,  350-foot 
rolls  orthochromatic  bromide  paper,  expanded  metal;  schedule  8599,  ma- 
chine-twist silk  thread;  schedule  8600,  steel  I  beams,  hot-rolled  or 
forged  carbon  steel,  annealed  hot-rolled  or  forged  steel,  nickel-steel  bars, 
nickel-steel  forgings;  schedule  8601,  electrically  heated  sterilizing  outfits, 
plumbing  supplies;  schedule  8602,  2,000-square-foot  rolls  template  paper, 
North  Carolina  pine  pitch,  coal  tar,  0.268-lnch  diameter  steel  wire,  deep 
drawing  sheet  steel;  schedule  8603,  seamless  drawn-copper  pipe;  schedule 
8604,  galvanized  Iron  or  steel  buckets;  schedule  8605,  A-lnch  boat  chains, 
standard-weight  and  double  extra-strong  wrought  pipe,  standard- weight 
wrought  pipe,  galvanized  wrought  pipe,  sheet  lead,  steel  nuts  and  bolts; 
schedule  8606,  burlap,  Japan  drier,  rawhide  lacing  leather,  upbolstery 
leather,  buoy  lights,  putty,  flexible  voice  tubing;  schedule  8607,  loofa 
sponges,  soluble  cutting  oil;  schedule  8608,  W.  T.  annunciators,  carborun- 
dum sand,  brass  gate  valves,  composition  unions,  seamless  drawn-copper 
tubing,  soft-copper  sheets,  seamless  drawn-brass  pipe,  soft-brass  sheets; 
and  schedule  8609,  letter-carriers'  satchels,  new-pattern  safes.  Bids  will 
be  received  until  August  17,  1915,  for  the  following:  Schedule  8559,  24-ln(^ 
two-speed  bench  drill,  double  emery  grinder,  screw-cutting  engine  lathe; 
schedule  8560,  universal  bench-saw  machine;  schedule  8573,  steel  castings; 
schedule  8591,  two-wheel  hose  carts,  two-wheel  chemical  fire  engine;  sched- 
ule 8594,  spar-stock  Douglas  fir,  lignum-vit«e  logs,  maple,  domestic  white  oak, 
California  sugar  pine,  redwood,  spruce;  schedule  8610,  steel  plates  and 
sheets;  schedule  8611,  ash  oars,  files;  and  schedule  8613,  bull  riveta 
Lighthouse  tender.  No.  2530.^Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Lighthouses,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D  .C,  for  construct- 
ing the  twin-screw,  steel,  gasoline-propelled,  lighthouse  tender  Palmetto, 
about  170  tons  displacement.  Particulars  upon  application  to  the  above- 
named  ofllce. 
Construction  work,  No.  2531. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  In  the  office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C, 
August  27,  1915,  for  the  constructions  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment,  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  of  a  one-story  and  mezzanine, 
stone  and  brick-faced  building  of  4,720  square  feet  ground  area,  partly  fire- 
proof construction,  composition  roof,  for  the  United  States  post  ofBce  at 
Palatka,  Fin.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  ca»- 
todlan  at  Palatka,  Fla.,  or  at  the.  Wshington  office. 

WASHINQIOII  :  aOVKBNIlINT  PBIMIINQ  OFTICB  :  W» 

Digitized  by  V^jOOyiC 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

For  ule  b^  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wuhingtoo,  D.  C,  at  12.50  per  year 

No.  178  Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  July  31  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Fog*. 

Panama's  effect  on  Japanese  port 529  Market  in  Greece  for  coffee,  rice,  and  lumber     S35 

Results  of  foreign  trade  opporttmitles 529      Changes  in  Japan's  foreign  trade 536 

Japanese  exporters'  trade  directory 529      Communications  difficult  with  Australia 537 

Tbe  Swiss  caUco-prinUng  industry 530     Swansea's  trade  for  first  bait  of  year 638 

English  farmers  do  not  favor  sugar  iMets 530      Indians  in  the  United  States 539 

Increased  imports  Into  Hondtiras .'iSl  Opening  for  American  goods  in  New  Zealand.  540 

Japanese  steamship  profits 531      Cbinose-mode  biscuits 540 

Soditui  salts  in  the  purification  of  clays 632      Oil  stock  accumulations  in  Japan 541 

New  agricultural  implement  wanted 532     Brick  roads  grow  in  favor 541 

Viscosity  of  porcelain  bodies  high  in  feldspar.  533      Foreign  trade  opportunities 542 

Bradford  shipments  to  tbe  United  States 53.^  Proposals  for  Qovemment  supplies  and  con- 

A  successful  Scottish  mimicipal  tramway 633         struction 544 

Cement  trade  of  Australia 534 

FAITAHA'S  EPFECT  ON  JAPANESE  FOBT. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Mall  of  June  21,  by  Consul  General  Oeorge  H.  Scidmore,  Yokohama.] 

The  position  of  Muroran  (a  port  of  call  in  island  of  Yezo)  as 
effected  by  the  opening  of  Panama  routes  is  well  worth  notice,  says 
the  captain  of  a  Japanese  warship  recently  dispatched  there,  as  the 

Eort  is  the  only  coaling  station  in  the  East  for  those  ships  plying 
etween  the  eastern  ports,  America,  and  Europe  via  the  Panama 
Canal.  AJready  the  port  has  had  14  British  snips  and  a  Eussian 
merchantman  of  a  combined  tonnage  of  77,400  tons  entering  and 
clearing  since  the  opening  of  the  canal.  Most  of  those  vessels  have 
come  from  either  Philadelphia  or  New  York  to  Vladivostock  through 
the  Panama  Canal.  It  is  open,  however,  to  question  whether  this 
activity  will  be  maintained  after  the  war,  but  this  much  may  be 
safely  affirmed,  that  the  port  may  be  able  to  maintain  its  importance 
as  a  coiling  station  for  vessels  coming  to  the  East  through  the  new 
canal.    Already  a  big  store  of  coal  is  deposited  at  the  port. 


BESUITS  OF  FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFFOBTXJNITIES. 

The  president  of  a  hosiery  mill  in  the  United  States  writes  one  of 
the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce that  he  has  started  a  new  plant  with  100  knitting  machines 
to  make  hosiery  for  men  and  women ;  that  the  capacity  of  the  plant 
will  be  increased  in  the  near  future.  The  president  states  that  as  a 
result  of  "Foreign  Trade  Opportunities"  which  were  sent  to  him 
through  the  branch  office  of  the  bureau,  the  new  factory  has  already 
a  number  of  orders  for  hosiery  from  Cuba  and  South  America. 


Japanese  Exporters'  Trade  Directory. 

Consul  General  George  H.  Scidmore  has  sent  from  Yokohama 
copies  of  an  "Exporters'  Trade  Directory  for  1915,"  compiled  by 
the  Japanese  Government  Commercial  Museum,  which  may  be  con- 
sulted at  the  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce. 
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THE  SWISS  CAUCO-PEnrTDrO  nrDTISTET. 

[Mancbester  (England)  Guardian,  July  17.] 

An  instance  of  the  eflfect  of  the  war  on  neutral  countries  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  present  condition  of  the  calico-printing  industry  in  Switz- 
erland. Although  not  so  important  a  business  as  it  was  15  or  more 
years  ago,  it  exports  normally  considerable  quantities  of  prints  to  the 
Eastern  and  Far  Eastern  markets.  A  report  from  the  chief  center 
of  the  industry  at  Glarus  says  that  the  war  brought  several  branches 
to  a  standstill.  It  was  most  marked  in  the  case  of  the  handkerchief- 
printing  branch.  Buyers  everywhere  sought  to  cancel  contracts  or 
postpone  delivery,  with  the  result  that  producers  were  left  with  large 
quantities  of  finished  and  half-finished  goods  on  their  hands.  Not 
until  toward  the  end  of  the  year  was  it  possible  to  resume  production, 
and  then  only  on  a  limited  scale. 

The  settlement  of  accounts  has  been  a  matter  of  great  difficulty. 
From  some  markets  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  any  payment 
whatever,  while  in  other  cases  payment  from  abroad  has  been  seri- 
ously handicapped  owing  to  unsatisfactory  rates  of  exchange  and  the 
general  commercial  uncertainty.  New  business  has  been  checked  by 
the  extremely  high  prices  of  dyestuffs  and  drugs,  transport  difficul- 
ties and  high  cost  of  carriage.  Before  the  war  battick  printers  were 
fairly  well  employed,  but  closed  down  immediately  and  did  not  re- 
commence until  October,  when  shipment  of  gooids  to  the  Dutch 
Indies — the  only  market  for  these  goods — again  became  possible. 
Up  to  the  present  it  has  been  impossible  for  Swiss  printers  to  work 
more  than  three  or  four  days  a  week,  and  the  general  position  is 
thought  likely  to  remain  unsatisfactory  for  some  time.  Owing  to 
the  high  drug  and  dyestuff  prices,  we  are  told,  the  former  "  cheap  " 
styles  are  now  among  the  most  expensive. 

EHGIISH  FABME&S  SO  NOT  FAVOB  STTOAB  BEETS. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  England,  July  2.] 

The  Journal  of  the  British  Board  of  Agriculture  reports  that  ex- 
periments in  the  cultivation  of  sugar  beets  have  been  carried  on  dur- 
ing the  past  few  years  in  the  best  working  soils  in  this  district,  em- 
bracing the  area  from  Tewkesbury  in  Gloucestershire  to  Bideford 
in  North  Devon.  These  experiments  show  that  heavy  crops  with  a 
high  percentage  of  sugar  could  be  obtained.  An  average  of  15  tons 
of  washed  beets  were  obtained  to  the  acre. 

In  spite  of  the  satisfactory  results  of  these  experiments,  however, 
only  three  out  of  every  twenty  farmers  who  have  experimented  in 
beet  growing  have  given  assurances  that  they  would  cooperate  in  sup- 
plj[ing  roots  to  a  factory  should  any  of  the  proposed  schemes  ma- 
terialize. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  nccounts  for  this  lack  of  enthusiasm  in 
regard  to  the  proposed  now  industry  partially  by  the  general  in- 
clination of  the  farmers  of  these  districts  to  adhere  to  established 
customs.  The  assured  profits  at  present  being  obtained  for  com, 
beef,  mutton,  and  mangolds  in  the  local  market,  and  the  natural 
preference  to  adhere  to  a  business  in  which  profit  is  assured  rather 
than  run  any  risk  in  a  new  and  uncertain  venture,  are  other  reasons 
why  the  farmers  are  indisposed  at  taking  up  beet  growing.  The  in- 
troduction of  this  crop  would  also  involve  the  breaking  up  of  grass 
land,  and  this  is  impracticable  during  the  present  labor  shortage. 
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nrCBEASEB  IHFO£TS  INTO  HOKDUSAS. 

[Consul  John  A.  Gamon,  Puerto  Cortes,  Honduras,  July  20.] 

Values  taken  from  the  customs  records  at  Puerto  Cortes  show  a 
slight  increase  in  total  imports  to  this  district  for  the  second  quarter 
of  the  year  over  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  Expressed  in 
United  States  cuiTency,  the  figures  arc : 


Country  of  orlgiii. 

April  to  June. 

Country  of  orlgLn. 

April  to  Juns. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1913 

TTnited  StatM 

1313,477 
25,307 
3S,n4 
2,345 
4,795 

SW.'>,578 

ae,06i 

6,S39 

16,303 

444 

France 

tll,4S9 
2,771 
3,100 

t2  023 

United  Kinsdom 

Spain  

.1,225 
1  301 

Germany 

All  others 

Central  Amerlctui  covmtries . . 
Italy 

Total 

401,993 

412,42] 

England  continues  to  ship  cotton  fabrics,  such  as  percales,  cam- 
brics, satines,  and  ginghams,  and  these  items  make  up  the  greater 
share  of  the  importations  from  that  country. 

Increase  In  Central  American  Ooods. 

A  noticeable  feature  is  the  increase  of  imports  from  the  Central 
American  coimtries.  Practically  all  of  the  change  in  this  division 
is  due  to  the  increased  importations  of  sugar  and  candies  coming 
from  Guatemala.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  cheap  hard  candies 
are  now  manufactured  in  Guatemala  and  are  coming  into  this  dis- 
trict in  fair-sized  shipments.  This  will  have  a  tendency  to  disjilace 
certain  candies  which  have  been  imported  in  considerable  quantities, 
as  stated  in  Commerce  Kefokts  of  March  26, 1915. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  importation  of  beans,  corn,  and 
flour  during  the  last  three  months,  and  practically  all  of  this  has 
come  from  the  United  States. 


JAPANESE  STEAMSHIP  PEOFITS. 

[Consul  General  R.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  July  16.] 

The  semiannual  report  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  Steamship 
Co.,  which  operates  92  steamships,  including  the  fleet  operating 
between  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  Orient,  shows  a  gross  profit  of 
$2,614,640  for  the  six  months  ending  March  31,  1915.  Of  the  total, 
$1,420,504  is  deducted  for  depreciation,  insurance,  and  structural 
repairs.  Including  $412,298  brought  forward  from  the  previous  six- 
month  period,  the  company  on  March  31  had  a  balance  of  $1,606,435. 

From  this  surplus,  $59,706  was  added  to  the  reserve  fund,  $100,000 
to  the  fund  for  extensions  and  improvements  of  service,  $250,000  to 
the  reserve  fund  for  construction  and  repair  of  buildings,  and  $150j- 
000  to  the  special  reserve  fund,  while  $550,000  is  absorbed  by  a  divi- 
dend recommended  by  the  directors  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent  a  year. 

After  deducting  the  appropriations  and  the  dividend,  the  com- 
pany had  a  balance  of  $441,728  to  carry  forward  into  the  present 
hall  year. 

ITie  line  owns  91  of  the  steamships  operating  under  its  flag  and 
also  has  1  under  charter.  The  gross  tonnage  of  its  own  steam.ship 
fleet  aggregates  416,788.  It  also  owns  38  tugs  and  steam  launches, 
with  an  aggregate  gross  tonnage  of  1,220  tons.  The  chartered  steam- 
ship has  a  gross  tonnage  of  3,755.  Three  new  vessels,  each  of  7,300 
gross  tons,  are  under  construction  for  the  company. 
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SODimC  SALTS  IN  THE  FUBIFICAIIOH  OF  CLATS. 

In  Technologic  Paper  No.  51,  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards, 
Washington,  D.  C,  the  results  of  some  work  involving  the  addition 
of  small  quantities  of  sodium  carbonate  and  sodium  silicate  to  clay 
suspensions  are  published.  Clays  mixed  with  water  may  be  consid- 
ered to  consist  of  a  system  of  fine  particles  varying  from  compara- 
tively coarse  to  very  fine  grains  0.003  mm.  and  less  in  diameter.  It 
is  a  curious  fact  that  these  fine  particles  are  venr  sensitive  to  the 
influence  of  small  quantities  of  alkalies,  salts,  and  acids,  and  hence 
the  properties  of  the  clays  as  a  whole  are  affected  to  an  important 
degree  by  such  additions.  Alkalies  tend  to  break  down  the  grains 
into  still  finer  particles  and  to  hold  them  in  suspension.  At  the  same 
time  the  fluidity  of  the  system  is  increased  so  that  a  separation  is 
possible  between  the  particles  capable  of  greatest  dispersion  (the 
clay  substance  proper)  and  the  coarse  particles  which  comprise  the 
principal  impurities.  A  method  of  purifying  clays  is  thus  suggested. 
Acids  and  salts  act  in  the  opposite  sense,  tending  to  coagulate  the 
particles  and  to  precipitate  them.  In  the  casting  process  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  sanitary  ware  and  other  clay  products  the  effect 
of  the  alkalies  consists  essentially  in  reducing  the  water  content,  and 
with  it  the  drying  shrinkage,  which  is  essential  in  preventing  the 
cracking  of  the  ware.  In  this  paper  the  characteristic  effect  of  the 
alkalies  up<Mi  different  American  clays  was  studied  from  several 
standpoints,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  viscosity  of  the  clay 
suspensions,  the  absorption  of  the  reagents,  the  strength  of  the 
treated  mixture  in  the  dried  state,  and  the  influence  of  time.  The 
effect  of  different  clays  upon  each  other  was  also  studied. 


mEW  AQEICULTTJRAL  IMPLEMElTr  WANTED, 

[Vice  Consul  Charles  E.  Taylor,  I^eedg,  Eoglaod,  July  15.] 

The  countries  at  war  are  each  faced  with  questions  relating  to  food 
supply  and  suggestions  are  coming  forward,  some  of  which  may  bear 
fruit  in  the  future.  For  instance,  the  agricultural  correspondent  of 
the  Yorkshire  Post  has  recently  been  drawing  attention  to  the  value 
of  deep  cultivation.  The  results  of  deep  trenching  cultivation  by 
means  of  the  spade  in  the  garden  have  been  compared  with  the  re- 
sults from  the  shallower  cultivation,  which  is  alone  possible  on  the 
farm  with  the  means  at  hand.  It  is  thought  that  the  time  is  ripe  for 
the  introduction  of  a  farm  implement  which  will  work  the  land 
deeper  than  has  been  possible  hitherto.    One  correspondent  says: 

What  Is  now  needed  is  a  small  stiff-bullt  motor-driven  trenching  machine 
which  win  reproduce  the  effect  of  hand  dljrging.  The  action  of  snch  a  machine 
is  by  no  means  obvious  and  Us  making  presents  a  host  of  dlfficnltles,  but  they 
are  not  Insuperable.  It  mnst  be  adjustable  as  to  depth  of  Working  and  must 
be  capable  of  either  reversing  the  top  and  bottom  spits  or  of  reversing  the  top 
spit  and  breaking  up  the  bottom  spit,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  under  soil ; 
and  its  action  must  be  such  as  will  allow  of  manure  being  placed  between  the 
spits  or  at  the  bottom  of  the  trench  as  desired.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  tliat 
by  deep  working  the  productiveness  of  a  given  area  of  ground  may  be  nearly 
doubled  on  practically  the  same  Input  of  manure;  and  the  Importance  of  tills 
to  the  present  food  situation  Is  sufficiently  evident  Many  thousand  acres  of 
starved  pasture  might  profitably  be  converted  Into  market  gardens  this  winter 
were  the  means  of  performing  the  work  at  hand,  but  to  bastard-trench  an  acre 
of  pasture  by  hand  costs  seldom  less  than  £15  ($73)  and  often  more  than  £20 
($97.33),  even  when  the  labor  is  to  hand. 
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VISCOSITY  OF  POSCEIAIN  BODIES  HIQH  IN  FEIDSFAB. 

In  these  tests  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, the  degree  of  softening  of  previously  fired  porcelain  bars 
subjected  to  a  tensile  stress  of  14.5  pounds  per  square  inch,  at  a 
series  of  temperatures  between  1,275°  and  1,380°  C,  was  deter- 
mined by  meas\iring  the  elongation.  In  a  paper  on  this  subject  it 
is  stated  that  the  object  of  these  tests  was  to  obtain  data  for  select- 
ing compositions  showing  the  greatest  rigidity  at  the  highest  kiln 
temperatures  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  bodies  causing  least  loss  in 
naanufacture  due  to  deformed  ware. 

Higher  contents  of  feldspar  increase  the  viscosity  of  low-clay  com- 
positions markedly.  In  a  45  per  cent  kaolin-clay  body  35  and  40 
per  cent  of  feldspar  are  most  effective  in  decreasing  the  viscosity, 
but  higher  percentages  again  increase  it.  Still  higher  clay  contents 
cause  the  softening  effect  of  feldspar  to  diminish  decidedly.  Flint, 
in  high  feldspar  bodies,  does  not  seem  to  be  an  important  factor  in 
governing  the  viscosity.  For  high-temperature  porcelains  high-clay 
content  is  essential.  High-clay  oodles  having  feldspar  as  the  only 
other  constituent  show  very  great  viscosity. 

The  function  of  viscosity  is  not  a  continuous  one.  After  attain- 
ing a  certain  degree  of  softening,  a  well-defined  rigid  state  ensues, 
which  does  not  tend  to  approach  further  softening  until  a  tempera- 
ture of  1,345°  has  been  reached.  Beyond  this  point  the  second  stage 
of  decided  softening  is  entered  upon.  Although  showing  the  same 
degree  of  viscosity  at  1,388°,  bodies  may  be  divided  into  several 
classes  according  to  the  degree  of  softening  observed  between  1,300° 
and  1,345°.  

BBADFOBD  SHIFIKENTS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  July  15.] 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford  con- 
sular district  during  June,  1915,  amounted  to  $1,182,109,  as  compared 
with  $1,127,731  in  the  previous  month  and  $2,814,799  in  June  last 
year.  The  largest  decrease  as  compared  with  a  year  ago  was  in 
raw  wool,  the  shipments  of  which  amounted  last  month  to  only 
$117,974  (all  merino),  as  against  $854,246.  Wool  tops  and  yarn, 
owing  to  the  embargo,  showed  a  big  decline,  as  did  also  woolens  and 
worsteds,  dress  goods,  coat  linings,  etc.  The  items  which  showed  an 
increase  were  raw  mohair,  mohair  tops,  and  spun  silk  yam. 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  for  the  six  months  ended 
June  30,  1915,  was  $7,624,463,  as  compared  with  $17,494,869  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year  and  $5,040,990  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1913.  

A  STTCCESSFin  SCOTTISH  UUNICIPAI  TBAMWAT. 

[Consul  E.  Haldeman  Dcnnison,  Dundee,  July  13.] 

The  municipal  tramways  of  Dundee  have  a  credit  balance  for  the 
past  12  months  of  $121,252  out  of  $332,254  gross  receipts.  Working 
expenses,  including  maintenance  of  lines  and  war  allowances  and 
bonuses,  were  $211,002.  The  average  fare  per  passenger  worlts  out 
at  1.7  cents.  Passengers  carried  numbered  18,753,120.  The  total 
mileage  run  was  1,388,345.  The  system  has  72  electric  cars,  6  having 
been  added  during  the  year- 
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CEMENT  TRADE  OF  AVSTBAUA. 

[Commercial  Attacbfi  WilUam  C  Downs,  Uelboome,  Jane  26.] 

Whether  the  United  States  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  ^ood  propor- 
tion of  the  orders  for  Portland  cement  which  Australia  was  accus- 
tomed to  place  in  Europe  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  appears  to 
depend  entirely  upon  the  rates  of  ocean  freight  from  the  United 
States,  as  compared  with  those  from  England  and  Scandinavia. 

The  demand  for  cement  by  the  Federal  and  State  Governments 
for  public  works,  and  by  private  contractors  for  construction  pur- 
poses, is  constantly  increasing,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the  local  pro- 
duction, although  large,  is  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  it  Under  present 
conditions  it  is  difficult  to  make  the  local  manufacture  of  cement 
keep  pace  with  the  demand,  as  the  industry  requires  the  investment 
of  fairly  large  capital  and  the  installation  of  special  machinery 
which  is  difficult  to  obtain. 

It  is  estimated  by  the  Interstate  Commission,  which  has  just  com- 
pleted its  investigation  of  the  industry  in  Australia,  that  for  the 
calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1913— the  last  year  for  which  full 
statistics  are  available — 200,000  tons  were  produced  in  Australia, 
while  125,000  tons  were  imported.  The  average  wholesale  price  per 
cask  of  400  pounds  was  12s.  6d.  ($3.04)  with  duties  paid,  duties 
during  that  period  being  9d.  (18  cents)  per  112  pounds  for  cement 
from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Is.  (24  cents)  per  112  poimds  for 
that  from  other  countries.  Imports  were  derived  as  follows,  in  tons : 
United  Kingdom,  31,000;  New  Zealand,  2,700;  Germany,  Austria, 
and  Belgium,  81,000;  Scandinavia,  9,000;  United  States,  400. 

Local  Frodttotion — High  Import  Costs. 

The  local  production  was  divided  among  five  factories — two  in 
New  South  Wales  with  a  capacity  of  about  145,000  tons,  two  in 
Victoria  with  a  capacity  of  about  38,000  tons,  and  one  in  South  Aus- 
tralia with  a  capacity  of  about  17,000  tons. 

As  a  rule  cement  is  not  shipped  from  one  State  to  another,  owing 
to  the  very  high  rates  of  local  freight,  so  that  States  which  have  no 
factories,  such  as  Queensland,  Western  Australia,  and  Tasmania, 
are  likely  to  look  abroad  to  satisfy  their  requirements.  The  imports 
of  the  States  named  were,  in  1913,  about  46,000  tons.  Moreover,  any 
deficiency  of  supplies  in  the  other  States  is  as  likely  to  be  met  by  im- 
portations as  by  shipments  from  a  producing  neighboring  State.  It 
is  reasonable  to  infer,  therefore,  that  for  some  time  to  come  Australia 
will  continue  to  import  considerable  quantities  of  cement.  Two  new 
companies,  one  in  Queensland  and  one  in  New  South  Wales,  each 
with  a  capacity  of  about  30,000  tons,  were  in  contemplation,  but  their 
plans  seem  to  have  been  suspended  on  accoimt  of  the  war. 

The  failure  of  the  Australian  factories  to  increase  their  output, 
the  cutting  off  of  shipments  from  Germany,  Austria,  and  Belgium, 
which  had  furnished  nearly  65  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  and  the 
difficulty  of  supplying  the  demand  promptly  from  other  sources, 
caused  a  scarcity  of  cement  in  Austraha  during  the  last  half  of  1914, 
and  prices  rose  to  a  figure  not  wholly  accounted  for  by  the  high 
ocean  freights.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  as  high  as  22s.  6d.  ($5.48^ 
per  cask  has  been  reached,  the  present  duties  being  Is.  (24  cents) 
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from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Is.  6d.  (36  cents)  per  112  pounds 
from  other  countries.  The  placing  of  forward  contracts  in  Scandi- 
navia and  Japan  have,  however,  brought  prices  for  future  delivery 
down  to  from  $4.38  to  $4.87  per  cask.  Freights  from  Norway  and 
Sweden  are  said  to  be  from  35s.  to  40s.  ($8.52  to  $9.73)  per  ton.  At 
similar  rates  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  American  cement 
could  readily  be  sold  in  this  market  at  competitive  prices. 

As  especially  high  grades  of  English  cement  are  bringing  even 
higher  prices  than  those  above  mentioned,  the  American  cement 
should  be  preferred  to  the  Japanese,  the  quality  of  which  has  not 
been  thoroughly  tested  in  tliis  market. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  Interstate  Conunission  has  concluded 
that,  the  local  factories  having  a  high  natural  protection  in  the  form 
of  heavy  ocean  freights,  the  duties  might  well  be  reduced  to  6d. 
(12  cents)  per  112  pounds  on  cement  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
to  Is.  (24  cents)  on  that  from  other  countries. 

The  following  calculation  may  be  of  interest  and  serve  as  a  guide : 

Per  2,240  pounda. 

Cost  on  board  per  400  pounds,  $1.38 $7.73 

Freight,  at  40s.  per  2,240  pounds 9.  73 

Insurance .  25 

17.71 
Shipping  charges  2J  per  cent .44 

18. 15 
Duties  Is.  6d.  per  112  pounds  (at  4.865) 7.30 

25.45 
or  $4.55  per  400  pounds. 

UABEET  IS  OBEECE  FOB  COFFEE,  BICE,  ASD  LUHBEB. 

[Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  June  29.] 

There  is  a  brisk  demand  in  this  district  for  coffee,  rice,  and  lum- 
ber, all  of  which  articles  must  be  had  in  large  quantities  to  meet  the 
actual  current  needs  of  this  market. 

Bice. — A  good  quality  is  desired;  something  that  will  take  the 
place  of  the  fine  grade  known  on  this  market  as  "  Carolina,"  which 
latter  is  a  long,  slender  grain,  distinctly  translucent,  and  having  a 
polished  appearance. 

Cofee. — A  medium  good  quality  is  needed.  Imports  are  made  of 
the  green  coffee  in  sacks. 

Lumber. — ^Two  kinds  of  lumber  are  in  brisk  demand — a  light  lum- 
ber (white  spruce)  for  making  cases  for  currants,  and  staves  of 
tough  flexible  wood  for  making  currant  barrels.  (See  Commerce 
Reports,  Apr.  27  and  July  17,  1915.) 

Quotations  should,  if  possible,  be  c.  i.  f.  Patras  rather  than  f .  o.  b. 
New  York. 

Samples. — ^Interested  firms  would  do  well  to  send  to  this  consulate 
small  samples  clearly  labeled  with  prices,  etc.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  market  is  not  as  yet  acquainted  with  American  coffees, 
rices,  or  woods.  Local  merchants  are  accustomed  to  buy  as  per 
sample,  and  they  are  continually  asking  this  consulate  if  samples  are 
obtainable.    Samples  can  be  sent  by  parcel  post. 
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CHAHOES  IN  JAPAN'S  FOBEIGN  TRADE. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Times  o(  Jnoc  30,   by  Consul  General  Cieorge  H.  Sddmore, 

Yokohama.  ] 

One  of  the  points  which  attract  attention  in  the  report  on  Japan's 
trade  for  the  first  five  months  of  1915,  lately  published  by  the 
Finance  Department,  is  the  falling  off  recorded  for  the  Japan- 
China  trade.  Trade  with  China  proper  shows  a  decrease  of  $12,- 
997,800,  or  30  per  cent,  as  compared  with  last  year,  while  Kwantung 
Province  is  shown  to  have  taken  $996,000,  or  18  per  cent  less.  Con- 
sidering that  the  import  from  the  west  into  China  suffers  almost  to 
the  same  degree,  it  is  evident  that  the  boycott  is  not  alone  responsible 
for  the  decrease.  The  war  must  be  taken  as  largely  accountable 
for  it. 

Another  striking  point  is  the  annihilation  of  trade  with  Germany, 
Austria,  and  Belgium.  Trade  with  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Switzer- 
land, Norway,  and  Turkey  is  also  shown  to  have  been  curtailed  to 
no  mean  degree.  America  also  is  shown  to  have  taken  $7,021,800  less 
than  last  year. 

Sales  Increased  in  Kaiiy  Coniitrles. 

On  the  other  hand  all  Asiatic  countries,  with  the  exception  of 
China  and  French  Indo-China,  have  taken  more  during  the  period. 
Especially  is  this  true  of  Asiatic  Kussia,  which  is  shown  to  have  taken 
$11,454,000  more  this  vear,  an  advance  of  almost  1,200  per  cent  on 
the  preceding  year,  ft  is  evidently  due  to  the  increasing  demand 
for  war  materials  for  Kussia  proper.  The  share  of  British  India 
and  the  Straits  Settlement  has  shown  an  advance  of  $1,494,000  and 
$249,000,  respectively.  In  the  shares  of  the  Dutch  Indies,  the  Philip- 
pines, and  Siam  also  there  is  an  advance  of  $547,800,  $149,400,  and 
$149,800,  respectively,  being  due  to  the  stoppage  of  supply  from  the 
west.  The  export  to  Great  Britain  shows  a  striking  gain  of  $7,569,600 
on  the  preceding  year,  while  Russia's  purchases  have  leaped  from 
$498,000  to  $1,494,000,  all  being  accounted  for  by  the  ever-increasing 
war  demand  in  the  two  countries.  Curiously  enough  the  export  to 
Sweden  has  witnessed  a  jump  from  $9,996  to  $44,820,  owing  to  the 
increased  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition.  Spain  and  Denmark's 
shares  have  also,  very  curiously,  remained  unchanged. 

South  American  EepuWics,  Australia,  and  South  Africa  are  shown 
to  have  tried  to  replenish  their  stocks  of  Western  goods  with  Japa- 
nese manufactures.  The  only  exception  in  this  case  is  Egypt,  where 
demand  for  Japanese  goods  has  shown  a  decrease  since  the  war 
began.  All  accounts  balanced  the  net  decrease  in  the  year's  export 
trade  comes  to  7  per  cent  or  $9,213,000. 
Japanese  Imports. 

Under  imports  into  Japan,  China,  and  Australia  are  shown  to  have 
greatly  increased  their  trade  during  the  period.  Though  the  shares 
of  Russia,  Sweden,  Norway,  Spain,  Denmark,  and  Turkey  show  an 
increase,  they  are  not  so  great  as  to  affect  the  whole  trade  result. 
It  is  only  interesting  in  that  it  shows  how  the  Japanese  manufac- 
turer, to  whom  the  supply  of  raw  materials  from  Germany  was 
stopped,  tried  to  make  good  the  gap  created.  The  imports  from 
China  show  an  increase  of  $5,478,000,  while  Kwantung  Province 
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sent  $498,000  more.  Australia  shows  a  sharp  increase  of  $2,988,000 
or  nearly  90  per  cent.  This  increase  demonstrates  how  the  Japa- 
nese manufacturers  have  tried  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  for 
■war  materials  from  overseas,  as  almost  all  the  increased  supply  from 
those  countries  is  raw  material,  employed  in  those  lines. 

The  import  from  Great  Britain  shows  a  decrease  from  $21,912,000 
last  year  to  $10,956,000,  while  the  figures  for  Belgium  have  come 
down  from  $1,693,200  to  $64,740.  To  some  extent  trade  with  the 
enemy  is  maintained.  While  Germany  has  sent  $2,091,600  against 
$12,948,000  for  last  year,  Austria  shipped  $19,920  against  $498,000 
for  last  year.  The  import  from  other  sources  shows  a  more  or  less 
sharp  decrease,  the  total  exhibiting  a  decrease  of  23  per  cent  or 
$36,354,000. 

COMMTJBTCATIGNS  DUTICUIT  WITH  AUSTEAIIA 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Urlttain,  Sydney,  June  25.] 

In  conducting  business  with  Australia  the  business  men  of  the 
United  States  have  to  contend  not  only  against  a  preferential  tariff 
but  also  against  postal  rates,  which  are  two  and  a  half  times  those 
from  Australia  to  any  over-sea  port  of  the  British  Empire,  and  two 
and  a  half  times  the  postal  rates  from  New  22ealand  to  the  United 
States. 

If  the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Australia  were  to 
reduce  the  postage  between  the  two  countries  to  2  cents  for  first-class 
matter  (letters  weighing  not  over  half  ounce),  it  would  facilitate 
commercial  transactions  between  the  two  countries. 

Another  inconvenience  is  the  irregular  arrival  of  steamers  carry- 
ing American  mails.  Under  the  present  arrangement  little  attention 
is  paid  to  the  convenience  of  business  men.  For  example,  it  is  two 
weeks  since  the  arrival  of  the  last  mail  steamer  from  America,  and 
next  week  three  mails  will  arrive,  viz,  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 
Friday,  two  coming  by  way  of  San  Francisco  and  one  by  way  of 
Vancouver.  One  of  the  San  Francisco  boats  left  two  weeks  before 
the  steamship  Ventura,  but  will  only  land  its  mails  at  Sydney  the 
same  day  as  the  Ventura.  American  mails  coming  by  such  slow 
steamers  certainly  inconvenience  business  interests. 

American  business  men  are  placed  at  a  further  disadvantage  in 
not  being  able  to  send  week-end  cable  messages  by  wire  from  the 
United  States  to  Montreal  to  be  transmitted  from  there  by  cable. 
I  understand  that  all  week-end  messages  from  the  United  States  to 
Australia  or  New  Zealand  must  be  sent  by  mail  from  the  United 
States  to  a  transmitting  cable  office  in  Canada.  Week-end  messages 
can  be  sent  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  by  wire  to  Canada  and 
the  Canadian  postal  authorities  personally  forward  such  letters  to 
any  part  of  the  United  States  by  registered  mail. 

The  minimum  charge  for  week-end  messages  from  Australia  to 
the  United  States  is  12s.  Id.  ($2.94)  for  19  words,  which  includes  the 
cost  of  postage  and  registration  from  the  Canadian  office  to  the 
United  States.  Deferred  cablegrams  from  Australia  to  the  United 
States  cost  Is.  2d.  (28  cents)  per  word  and  full-rate  messages  2s.  4d. 
(57  cents)  per  word.  Most  business  men  use  the  deferred  service, 
which  appears  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 
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SWANSEA'S  TBADE  FOB  FIBST  HALF  OF  TEAB. 

[Vice  Consul  W.  L.  Jenkins,  Swansea,  Wales,  July  13.] 

The  total  imports  into  Swansea  Harbor,  coastwise  and  foreign, 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  amounted  to  429,429  tons  (ton= 
2,240  pounds),  as  compared  with  509,513  tons  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  1914,  a  decrease  of  80,084  tons. 

The  total  exports,  coastwise  and  foreign,  for  these  months  in  1915 
were  2,620,963  tons,  as  compared  with  2,871,548  tons  in  1914,  a  de- 
crease of  244,685. 

Of  the  total  imports  iron  ore  increased  7,324  tons;  sulphur  ore, 
pyrites,  salt,  and  cnemicals  11,718;  and  grain  2,321  tons. 

The  principal  items  showing  a  decrease  were:  Tar  and  pitch, 
16,087 ;  copper,  silver,  lead,  and  tin,  with  their  ores  and  alloys,  6,608 ; 
zinc  ore  and  alloys,  2,415;  iron,  steel,  pig  iron,  and  castings,  21,977; 
steel  bars  and  billets,  15,264;  deals,  battens,  and  boards,  8,073;  pit- 
w^ood,  2,804;  bricks,  slates,  cement,  etc.,  6,840;  flour,  potatoes,  etc., 
1,995;  sugar,  7,428;  fish,  1,377. 

The  increase  in  the  iron  ore  and  the  small  decrease  in  the  zinc  ore 
are  said  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  several  prize  cargoes  of  these 
articles  were  entered  at  this  port.  The  corresponding  estimated  de- 
crease for  imports  of  general  merchandise  is  11,579  tons. 

Of  the  exports,  the  only  items  showing  an  increase  during  this 
period  from  January  to  June,  inclusive,  1915,  over  the  same  period  in 
1914,  are  copper,  copper  ore,  spelter,  etc.,  2,001  tons ;  iron,  steel  rails, 
eastings,  etc.,  5,973  tons;  alkali,  superphosphate,  arsenic,  etc.,  5,201 
tons. 

The  principal  items  showing  decreases  in  tonnage  for  this  period 
are:  Coal  and  coke,  111,203;  patent  fuel,  73,500;  tin,  terne,  and  black 
plates,  44,845;  galvanized  sheets,  18,260;  flour,  grain,  potatoes,  etc., 
940 ;  ale,  stout  and  spirits,  75.  The  corresponding  estimated  decrease 
for  exports  of  general  merchandise  is  7,937  tons. 

large  Shipments  of  Coal  and  Coke  During'  June. 

Although  the  official  figures  for  both  exports  and  imports  for  six 
months  do  not  as  a  whole  compare  favorably  with  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1914,  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  during  June,  1915,  the 
exports  exceed  those  for  June,  1914,  by  61,804  tons,  due  principally 
to  the  exportations  of  coal  and  coke,  this  item  alone  showing  an  in- 
crease of  85,683  tons.  It  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  coal  may 
now  be  shipped  to  Italy  without  the  special  licenses  previously  re- 
quired. 

No  tin  plates  were  exported  to  Kussia,  as  against  2,139  tons  in  the 
corresponding  month  or  last  year,  and  only  633  tons  to  Norway,  as 
against  4,204  tons  last  year,  this,  of  course,  being  due  to  the  restriction 
placed  upon  tin  plates.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  shipments 
to  Holland,  those  to  France  shared  an  increase  of  5,000  tons,  and 
those  to  Japan  of  6,000  tons.  The  total  was  29,375  tons,  as  against 
33,105  tons  for  June  of  last  year. 

The  total  imports  for  June,  1915,  arc  18,431  tons  less  than  those 
for  June,  1914,  and  23,612  tons  less  than  those  for  May,  1915, 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  exports  declared  at  this  consulate  for  the  United  States  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1915  amount  to  $93,960,  a  great  decrease  from 
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the  coresponding  figures  last  year.  Tin  plates  were  exported  for 
this  1915  period  to  the  vahie  of  $25,354,  while  for  the  same  time  in 
1914  they  amounted  to  $363,536.  Shipments  of  oxalic  acid  amounted 
to  $4,019  only,  as  compared  with  $27,250  in  1914. 

The  principal  articles  showing  an  increase  are  copper  scale, 
$23,942  as  against  $15,626,  and  hides  and  skins  (roans)  $126,327. 
None  of  the  latter  were  shipped  in  the  corresponding  period  for 
1914,  The  large  decrease  in  the  total  declared  exports  can  readily 
be  seen  from  the  fact  that  for  12  months  in  1914  they  amounted  to 
$554,042,  while  for  half  this  period  in  1915  they  amount  to  only 
$93,960. 

Statistics  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

Statistics  showing  tlie  imports  and  exports  in  detail  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1913, 1914,  and  1915  are  here  given  in  tons: 


Articles. 


M13 


I9U 


19tS 


Tar  and  pitch 

Copper,  silver,  lead,  tin,  their  ores  and  alloys. 

Zinc  ore  and  alloys 

Iron  ore 

Iron,  s*e«l,  pig  iron,  and  castings 

Bteet  bars  and  billots 

Deals,  battens,  and  boards 

Pitwcod 

Bricks,  slates,  cement,  etc 

8(ilphur  ore,  pyrites,  salt,  and  chemicals 

Flour,  pototoo3,otc 

Grain 

Soear  

Fish. 


General  merchandise  f average) 

Qeoeral  merdiandisa  (estimate  (or  19U) . 


35,019 
28,003 
31,132 
3S,220 
66,  MJ 
28,473 
16,333 
M,f37 
17,  .573 
27,852 
10,818 
38,95G 
7,733 
•4,173 
118.  479 


32,624 
29,227 
31,S4« 
44,851 
71,481 
15,514 
14,116 
52,219 
22,174 
22,999 
13,614 
37,704 
8,328 
4,230 
108,880 


ToUl. 


615,083 


509,513 


Coal  and  coke 

Patent  (oei 

Copper,  copper  ore,  speller,  etc 

Inm,  steel  raits,  castings,  etc 

Tin,  teme,  and  black  plates 

Galvanized  sheets 

Alkali,  superpbospbate,  arsenic,  etc 

Floor,  grain,  potatoes,  etc 

Ale,  stoot,  and  spirits 

General  merchandise  (average) 

General  merchandise  (estimate  for  1915). 


Total 

Total  imports  and  exports. 


(,195,053 

478,453 

1,743 

1,319 

179,204 

26,270 

14,374 

7,058 

1,218 

111,023 


2,069,812 

457.628 

734 

195,5'.2 

27.213 

11,251 

7,429 

1,362 

99,000 


3,015,717 


2,871,548 


3,530,753 


3,381,061 


16,537 
22,619 
29,131 
62,175 
49,504 
250 

6,043 
49,415 
15,334 
34,717 
12,619 
40,08S 
930 

',853 


97,307 


429,429 


1,953,600 

384,128 

2,733 

7,510 

1  JO,  737 

8,953 

16,452 

6,4S9 

287 


91,063 


2,  (-28, 963 


3,0:»,393 


INDIANS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Census  Bureau  has  recently  issued  a  report,  Indians  in  the 
United  States,  in  which  are  brought  together  all  the  principal  sta- 
tistics relating  to  the  Indian  population  which  were  collected  at  the 
census  of  1910.  The  data  given  cover  such  matters  as  geographical 
distribution,  density  of  population,  linguistic  stoclcs  and  tribes,  sex, 
age,  marital  condition,  polygamy,  pure  and  mixed  bloods,  fecundity 
and  vitality,  school  attendance,  illiteracy,  inability  to  speak  English, 
occupations,  and  Indians  taxed  and  not  taxed.  Anyone  desiring  a 
copy  of  this  report,  which  is  a  quarto  publication  of  285  pages,  can 
obtain  it  by  addressing  the  Director  of  the  Census,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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OFENINO  FOB  AUEBICAN  GOODS  IN  HEW  ZEALAND. 

IConsul  General  Alfred  A.   WIdsIow,   Auckland,  June  2D.] 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  increasing  demand  in  New  Zealand 
for  American  goods,  and  the  sooner  American  interests  get  after  this 
business  the  better.  Here  is  an  excellent  chance  to  get  a  foothold 
that  may  mean  much  in  years  to  come.  The  New  Zealand  Herald, 
11  leading  daily  of  Auckland,  has  the  following  to  say  covering  the 
shortage  of  imports : 

The  chief  shortages  In  supplies  exist  In  drapery  and  soft  goods.  In  Iron- 
mongery and  hnrdware,  in  groceries,  in  boots  and  leather  goods,  and  in  drugs. 
Drapers,  ironmongers,  and  grocers  are  the  worst  sufferers,  and  consequently 
It  is  in  their  commodities  that  the  public  of  Auckland  will  find  It  necessary  to 
accept  substitutes  for  certain  lines,  to  lessen  their  demands  for  others,  and  in 
some  instances  to  do  without  altogether. 

The  Tolume  of  New  Zealand's  imix)rts  In  drapery  may  be  gauged  when  It  Is 
pointed  out  that  In  1913  their  monetary  value  reached  a  total  of  about 
JE4,2S0,000  ($20,ftS2,625),  Including  apparel,  hosiery,  and  silks,  these  being  the 
latest  figures  obtainable.  Auckland  drapery  importers,  discussing  the  situation, 
state  that  the  war  has  caused  a  very  serious  fulling  oft  in  these  figures.  Before 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities  they  used  to  supplement  shortages  by  depending  on 
Dominion  supplies,  but  now  the  New  Zealand  factories  arc  so  glutted  with  work, 
partly  for  the  militai-y  authorities,  that  wholesale  drapers  have  to  take  a  sec- 
ondai-y  place  In  the  demand  for  supplies. 

Home  production  Is  curtailed  In  the  same  way  owing  to  the  necessity  for 
equipping  the  British  and  allied  forces.  This  prior  call  affects  New  Zealand 
supplies  of  ail  textiles.  In  addition  there  Is  the  difficulty  being  experienced  in 
getting  goods  shipiied  from  home.  One  firm — typical  of  many — states  that  it 
has  had  goods  lying  at  Liverpool  since  December  last  awaiting  shipment.  Fre- 
quently it  occurs  that  about  three  cases  of  goods,  out  of  an  order  of  50  cases, 
comes  forward,  the  rest  having  been  swallowed  up  In  the  glut  of  cargo  at  the 
British  docks. 

The  best  way  to  secure  this  business  would  be  to  send  out  thor- 
oughly qualified  salesmen  with  samples,  prepared  to  send  in  orders 
by  cable  for  immediate  delivery,  for  the  merchants  have  neglected 
to  order  elsewhere,  hoping  their  orders  from  England  would  come 
forward,  imtil  now  they  are  hard  pressed;  and,  being  out  of  touch, 
do  not  know  just  where  to  turn.  Salesmen  sent  to  New  Zealand  and 
Australia  should  have  Anglo-Saxon  names. 

Business  conditions  are  as  good,  if  not  better,  here  than  in  any  part 
of  the  world  at  this  time.  Exports  are  greater  than  ever  before,  and 
at  greatly  advanced  prices,  and  the  outlook  is  good. 

CHINESE-HADE  BISCUITS. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  June  21.] 

Chinese  department  stores  in  Hongkong  are  trying  to  popularize 
biscuits  of  various  sorts  manufactured  by  Chinese  concerns  in  Shang- 
hai and  Hongkong  in  imitation  of  English  and  American  made  bis- 
cuits, particularly  certain  well-known  English  brands.  The  goods 
are  packed  similarly  to  the  original  foreign-made  goods,  and  have 
the  added  merit  of  being  suitably  described  in  Chinese  characters  on 
the  packages.  With  the  high  price  of  flour  and  other  food  products 
in  the  United  States  and  Europe,  the  cost  of  foreign  biscuits  has 
gone  beyond  the  reach  of  many  Chinese  families  which  have  been 
able  to  use  them  to  some  extent  under  normal  conditions,  and  this 
effort  to  introduce  Chinese-made  goods  at  a  lower  price  has  the  merit 
of  offering  a  cheaper  substitute  for  the  better  goods.  These  biscuits 
are  being  sold  in  fair  volume  in  Hongkong. 
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on.  STOCK  ACCVMUIATIOHS  IN  JAPAN. 

[Bztraet  from   Jtpon  Times  of  Jnnc  !I0,  by  Consul   Qeneral  George  H.   Sddmore, 

Yokohama.] 

It  is  reported  that  the  oil  market  is  threatened  with  a  certain 
company's  recession  fi'om  the  price  convention  and  the  resulting  re- 
sumption of  competition.  Although  it  is  denied  by  all  as  a  ground- 
less rumor,  it  is  a  fact  too  plain  to  be  doubted  that  all  Japanese  oil 
interests  are  worried  over  the  steady  accumulation  of  stocks. 

The  progress  in  Japan  may  be  demonstrated,  among  other  things, 
by  the  fact  that  during  the  fir?t  half  of  this  year  the  Nippon  Oil 
Oo.,  the  biggest  of  the  Japanese  oil  companies,  got  780,000  koku 
(37,174,800  gallons)  or  upward  against  1,140,000  koku  (54,332,400 
gallonsji  for  the  whole  of  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  over  30  per 
cent.  The  yield  of  other  Japanese  companies  this  year  invariably 
shows  a  gain  of  20  to  30  per  cent  over  last  year.  With  this  progress 
the  import  of  foreign  oil  has  fallen  off  year  by  year.  The  progress 
of  Japan's  oil  industry,  therefore,  is  a  great  menace  to  the  foreign 
interests  concerned.  The  import  this  year  has  been  13,399,753  gal- 
lons, valued  at  3,033,008  yen  ($1,495,498),  a  drop  from  last  year  of 
858,569  gallons,  valued  at  376,094  yen  ($187,594), 

In  these  circumstances  the  maintenance  of  the  convention  must 
be  a  source  of  vexation  to  both  foreign  and  domestic  parties.  The 
increased  sale  of  cheaper  light  oil,  coupled  with  the  usual  decline 
of  demand  in  summer,  has  tended  to  curtail  the  sale  of  their  goods 
to  no  small  degree  lately,  but  dealers  are  forbidden  to  meet  the  situa- 
tion by  reduction  of  prices.  Therefore  dealers  have  been  greatly 
distressed,  and  have  urged  the  Japanese  companies  to  allow  some 
latitude  in  the  quotations. 

(The  falling  off  in  imports  of  oil  from  the  United  States  can  be 
traced  to  the  high  freight  rates,  rather  than  to  any  other  cause. — ■ 
Ref.  CoMMEKCE  Reports  No.  55a,  of  Apr.  5, 1915.) 


BBIGK  BOADS  OBOW  IS  FAVOB. 

A  rapid  increase  in  the  mileage  of  vitrified  brick  roads  in  this 
country  is  predicted  in  a  new  bulletin  (No.  246)  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Such  roads  possess  distinct  advan- 
tages— durability  under  all  traffic  conditions;  afford  easy  traction 
and  moderately  good  foothold  for  horses;  and,  third,  easy  to  main- 
tain and  keep  clean.    However,  they  are  expensive  to  construct. 

The  following  formula  is  a  rough  guide  for  the  probable  expense 
of  a  brick  road  with  a  6-inch  concrete  foundation  and  suitable 
grades:  Cost  per  square  yard,  1.90  L+0.213  C+0.138  S+0.157  A+, 
0.040  B. 

In  this  formula  C  equals  cost  of  cement  per  barrel,  S  equals  cost 
of  sand  per  cubic  yard,  A  equals  cost  of  coarse  aggregate  per  cubic 
yard,  B  equals  cost  of  paving  bricks  per  1,000,  and  L  equals  cost  of 
labor  per  hour.  Thus,  if  lalxir  costs  25  cents  an  hour,  the  labor  cost 
per  square  yard  of  pavement  will  be  1.93  times  25  cents,  or  48.25 
cents.  The  cost  of  Uie  cement  ^er  square  yard  will  be  0.213  times 
the  price  of  a  barrel,  and  so  on  with  the  other  items. 
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FOBEIGN  TSADE  OFPOBTTJinTIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  braaeh 

ofllcea.] 

MacMnerp,  No.  17687. — ^The  Bureau  ot  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  In 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  tlie  Uuited  States  stating  tliat  it  has  an 
inquiry  for  12  machines  for  the  manufacture  of  double-stranded  (plaited) 
straw  rope. 

St^el^tcire  trawling  warps.  No.  176S8. — An  American  consular  oflScer  in  Portugal 
has  transmitted  a  report,  with  specilications,  etc.,  relative  to  a  request  for 
steel-wire  trawling  warps,  Irou-wlre  ropes,  etc.  A  copy  of  his  report  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Water  meters,  cast-iron  pipe,  road  rollers,  steel  bridges,  etc,  No.  17689. — ^An 
American  consular  officer  In  Chile  transmits  a  report  relative  to  an  oppor- 
tunity for  the  sale  of  water  meters,  cast-iron  pipe,  road  rollers,  steel 
bridges,  etc.  He  states  that  the  city  will  attempt  to  finance  public  con- 
struction through  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  municipal  bonds. 

Fruit  and  vegetables.  No.  17090. — A  business  man  in  Brazil  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  make  experiments  In  Importing  fruit  prod- 
ucts, etc.,  from  the  United  States. 

Yam,  thread,  electric  lamps,  office  supplies,  etc..  No.  17691. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  In  Serbia  has  forwarded  a  detailed  report  relative  to  a  possible 
opportunity  for  the  sale  of  rubber  shoes,  ammonia,  copper  sulphate,  cotton 
yam  and  thread,  electrical  supplies,  agricultural  implements,  typewriters, 
office  supplies,  beer,  hardware,  paper,  etc.  A  copy  of  his  reiwrt  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Coal,  No.  17692. — An  American  consnlar  officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that  an 
association  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  Americnu  producers 
and  exporters  of  coal.  Specifications,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Demijohns,  No.  17693. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  In 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  Cuba  who  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  demijohns  and  similar  containera  An 
Illustration  of  the  demijohn  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Timher,  No.  17694. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  firm  in  his  district  which  desires  to  be  placed  in  com- 
munication with  American  importers  of  Brazilian  hardwoods,  such  as  rose- 
wood, cedar,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Beferences  are 
given. 

Bagging,  No.  17695.— Supplementing  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  16048  a 
consular  officer  In  France  has  transmitted  samples  of  woolen  cloth  which 
is  desired  for  peanut  bagging,  etc.  The  cloth  Is  desired  in  the  following 
widths:  13.78  and  20.47  inches.  The  warp  Is  a  thread  composed  of  48 
twisted  yarns  by  groups  of  eight  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f. 
destination.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  The  cloth  should  corre- 
spond exactly  to  the  sample,  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Hardware,  No.  17696. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  manufacturing  firm  in  England  stating  that  It 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware, 
etc. 

Cotton  piece  goods,  sateens,  notions,  etc..  No.  17697. — ^The  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  man  In  the  United 
States  who  states  that  he  is  arranging  a  business  trip  covering  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  China,  India,  and  Burma;  that  he  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  piece  goods,  woolens, 
sateens,  notions,  men's  furnishings,  hosiery,  and  underwear.  He  states 
that  he  has  traveled  extensively  in  the  countries  named,  and  bos  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  both  the  white  and  native 
population. 

Banana  flour.  No.  17698. — A  representative  of  the  Colombian  Government  In 
Washington,  D.  C  called  at  the  bureau  stating  that  he  Is  in  receipt  of 
communications  from  business  men  in  his  country  who  desire  to  receive 
Information  relative  to  a  possible  market  in  the  Uuited  States  for  the  sale 
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ot  banana  flour.  Tbe  men  also  desire  to  know  how  banana  floor  sboold 
be  packed  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  and  all  iuforniation  which 
win  enable  them  to  market  their  pi-othict  The  men  are  nuxioug  to  receive 
catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  iuformation  relative  to  machinery  to  be 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  banana  flour. 

Oil  meal  and  com  meal.  No.  17699. — A  commission  merchant  in  the  West  Indies, 
who  is  now  In  New  York  City,  is  desirous  of  obtaining  agencies  for  the 
sale  of  oil  meal  and  com  meal.    New  York  City  reference  is  given. 

Advertisivg  agencies.  No.  1T700. — A  representative  of  a  foreign  Goveniment  in 
the  United  States  informs  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
that  n  piii)llfhiDg  compjiny  in  Colombia  desires  to  receive  names  and 
addres.ses  of  American  advertising  agencies;  also  the  names  and  addresses 
of  American  manufacturers  and  e.xporters  who  may  be  in  need  of  an  ad- 
Tertlslng  medium  in  Colombia. 

Bakers',  millcru',  and  1)cgmen'»  supplies,  No.  17701. — A  wholesale  commission 
merchant  in  Australia  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  supplies  for  bakers,  millers,  and  bagmen.  Prices,  catalogues, 
and  full  information  should  be  supplied  at  once.  The  merchant  is  now  in 
New  York  City. 

Hides  and  coffee.  No.  17702. — A  represoatatlve  of  a  foreign  Government  in  the 
United  States  informs  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  (Commerce 
that  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Colombia  who 
desires  to  act  as  an  export  agent  for  hides,  coffee,  and  other  natural  prod- 
ucts of  Colombia. 

Tannic  acid.  No.  17703. — ^The  comnierci;il  attache  of  tlie  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  France  writes  that  a  business  man  In  that  country  is  in  need  of 
tannic  acid  for  medicinal  and  wiue-niauufacturlug  purposes.  He  states 
that  the  Uinuic  acid  desired  is  that  umdo  from  "  China  galls ''  and  not  the 
tannic  acid  obtained  from  baric.  The  man  states  that  he  buys  putright 
and  also  acts  as  a  manufacturer's  ngeut. 

Barley,  No.  17704. — A  foreign  consular  officer  In  Chicago  reports  that  he  is  in 
receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  business  man  who  desires  to  receive 
names  and  addresses  of  exporters  of  barley  for  malting.  Tlie  man  desires 
to  buy  large  quantities  of  the  new  harvest.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  I.  f. 
destination,  if  possible,  otherwise  f.  o.  b.  American  ports,  per  100  kilos,  net 
weight,  inclusive  of  export  packing.  The  grades  especially  desired  are 
"  Manchuria  "  and  "  Oderbrucker."    Samples  should  Iw  sent. 

Paper  pulp,  agricultural  implements,  cotton,  etc..  No.  17705. — The  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  an  electrical 
engineer  in  New  York  City  stating  that  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
firm  In  Italy  which  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  \Aith  American 
exporters  of  cotton  middlings,  paper  pulp,  and  agricultural  implements. 
The  man  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  such  manufacturers 
in  order  that  he  may  visit  them  between  August  1  and  August  15. 

Brass  and  Hnc  plates,  etc.,  No.  17706, — A  Portuguese  firm  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  brass  in  plates  and  In  rolls, 
nickeled  zinc  in  plates,  round  steel  wire  for  umbrellas,  paragon  steel  wire 
for  umbrellas,  iron  tubes  polished  and  nickele<l  for  umbrellas,  copper  wire, 
and  hides  and  skins  of  all  kinds.  Prices  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  References  are  given.  It  is  stated 
that  cash  will  be  paid  less  discount  after  receipt  and  examination  of  the 
goods.    Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Zine,  No.  17707. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that  a  business 
man  in  his  district  desires  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  flrst-fuslon 
zinc  in  that  country.  References  are  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English. 

Food  products,  etc..  No.  17708. — An  export  and  Import  agent  in  the  Netherlands 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  cfnax- 
mercial  relations  with  and  represent  American  manufacturers  and  whole- 
sale dealers  and  exporters  of  linseed  oil ;  cottonseed  oil ;  fish  oil ;  palm  oil ; 
sugar;  Virginia  tobacco  in  ca^s;  Cuban  tobacco  in  bales;  Mexican  tobacco 
in  bales;  Cordobas  tobacco  in  bales;  Paraguay  tobacco  in  bales;  canned  fish; 
Japan  crabs  in  pound  cans,  in  cases  of  100  tins;  and  salmon  in  pound 
cans,  In  cases  of  100  tins;  copper  ore;  and  ingots,  etc. 
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PBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBNUENT  SITFFLIES  AND  CONSTBTTCTIOir. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speclflcationg  can  usnally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lli<ts  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Anthracite  coal,  No.  2532. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  1,  1915, 
for  furnishing  825  tons  of  anthracite  coal,  delivered  as  follows:  Woods 
Hole,  Mass.,  500  tons;  Gloucester,  Mass.,  150  tons;  and  Boothbay  Harbor, 
Me.,  175  tons.  For  blank  proposals  and  particulars  address  Commissioner 
of  Fisheries  Washington,  D.  C. 

Labor  and  materiaU,  No.  2533. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofBce 
of  the  lighthouse  Inspector,  Charleston,  S.  C,  until  August  10,  1915,  for 
furnishing  materials  and  labor  and  constructing  timber  bulkhead  at  site 
of  new  Charleston  Lighthouse  depot  on  the  Ashley  Biver.  Blauk  proposals 
and  particulars  moy  be  had  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2534.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Newell,  S.  Dak.,  until  August 
27,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  the  North  Canal  Extension  and  laterals. 
Belle  Fourche  Project,  in  the  vicinity  of  Newell,  S.  Dak,  The  work  in- 
volves the  excavation  of  about  65,900  cubic  yards  of  material  In  open  cut. 
For  particulars,  address  the  United  States  Keclamation  Service,  Newell, 
S.  Dak.,  Tramway  Building,  Denver,  Colo.,  or  Washington,  D.  C. 

Construction  work.  No.  2535. — Sealed  proposals,  Indorsed  "  Proposals  for  One 
Cotton  Storehouse,"  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks, 
Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  28,  1915,  for  one  cor- 
rugated-steel cotton  storehouse  nt  the  Naval  Proving  Ground.  Indianhead, 
Mdi  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Tfavy  Department  supplies.  No.  2536. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  August  17,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms  inter- 
ested therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Ac- 
counts, giving  the  schedule  numbers  desired:  Schedule  8014,  laundry  ma- 
chinery (washers,  extractors,  Irouers,  washtubs) ;  schedule  8017,  sheet  steel, 
medium  rivet  steel,  square  steel  billets  (nickel),  round  steel  billets;  schedule 
8618,  pig  lead,  mattress  ticking,  standard  weight  wrought  pipe,  paint  drier; 
schedule  8619,  20  by  28  inch  temeplate  roofing  tin,  lighting  and  power  wire; 
schedule  8G20,  bottles  and  testing  tubes,  crutches.  Irrigators,  saucepans, 
tubs,  etc.,  bandage  rollers,  supports,  pill  tiles,  cork  borers,  etc.,  contents  of 
test  case,  mailing  tubes ;  schedule  8621,  marlin  wound  air  hose,  rubber  air 
hose,  suction  hose,  unlined  linen  hose,  rubber  wash  deck  hose;  schedule 
8622,  medium  steel  plates,  medium  bar  steel,  chain  iron;  schedule  8623, 
32  by  40  inch  tarred  sheathing  felt,  bake  ovens,  deck  swabs,  soft  steel  wire; 
schedule  8624,  rough  brass  angle  and  globe  valves,  composition  gate  valves, 
sheet  brass,  sheet  copper;  schedule  8625,  interior  communication  cable, 
bell  wire,  double  conductor  wire,  single  conductor  wire,  twin  conductor 
wire;  schedule  8627,  short  column  type  one  spindle  press,  two  spindle  drill 
press,  vertical  milling  machines,  bench  hand  milling  machines,  12-Inch 
swing  by  6-foot  bed  lathes,  8-inch  swing  by  40-inch  long  lathes ;  and  schedule 
8628,  close  and  stud  link  chain  cable.  Bids  will  be  opened  on  September  7, 
1915.  for  the  following  materials :  Schedule  8615,  subway  type  fuse  boxes, 
1  and  3  conductor  cable,  duct  fiber,  integrating  watt-hour  meter,  subway 
type  transformer;  and  schedule  8016,  gate  valves,  wrought-lron  pipe,  bell 
and  spigot  cast-iron  pipe  and  fittings,  4-Inch  capacity  water  meter,  pig 
lead,  fire  hydrants,  and  manhole  covers  and  frames. 

Construction  work.  No.  2537. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  21, 
1915,  for  one  shell  house,  one  fixed  ammunition  storehouse,  one  magazine, 
and  an  extension  to  re-forming  plant  at  the  United  States  Naval  Magazine, 
Fort  Mifflin,  Pa.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  bureau  named  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
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COLLEGE  AND  TUnVEESITY  CATALOGTTES  WANTED. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  ScbuU,  St.  Michaels,  Azores,  July  0.] 

This  consulate  desires  catalogues  and  bulletins  of  colleges  and  uni- 
versities of  the  United  States.  These  bulletins  should  show  the  re- 
quirements for  entrance  to  the  various  departments  of  the  schools, 
uie  price  of  tuition,  and  any  available  information  regarding  room 
and  board  and  the  possibilities  of  earning  living  expenses  in  the 
college  town.  Literature  in  the  Portuguese  language  is  desired 
whenever  possible. 

TOYS  IN  THE  FAB  EAST. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderaon,  H«a(k0ii£>  China,  Jane  21.] 

American  toy  manufacturers  seem  to  have  an  increasing  trade  in 
Far  Eastern  ports.  German  and  Austrian  toys  which  have  long 
dominated  the  Eastern  markets  are  being  shut  out  at  present,  with 
the  result  that  Japan  and  the  United  States  have  the  field  very 
largely  to  themselves.  Japanese  imitations  of  the  cheap  German 
and  Austrian  toys  are  sold  in  considerable  quantities,  though  they 
are  usually  too  cheap  and  too  flimsy  to  hold  the  market  long  even 
in  such  cheaper  goods.  American  toys  are  expensive  and  their  sale 
is  comparatively  limited  for  that  reason,  but  they  reach  the  fine 
trade,  and  for  the  present  at  least  are  increasing  in  popularity  and 
in  volume. 

TRADE-EXTENSION  WOBE  IN  GBEECE. 

[Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Wcddcll,  Athens,  July  7.] 

This  office  has  had  a  large  number  of  inquiries  from  Greek  mer- 
chants desirous  of  establishing  trade  relations  in  the  United  States. 
These  have  been  fruitful  of  results,  notably  in  the  sale  to  Greece  of 
coffee,  wheat,  asphalt,  electrical  goods,  metals,  and  machinery. 
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TBAOE-EXTEHSION  WOfiE  IN  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  H.  D.  Tan  Sant,  DunfermUne.  Julj  13.] 

In  this  district  during  the  past  June  quarter  this  consulate  has 
achieved  definite  results  in  American  trade  extension.  Motor  cars 
were  introduced  by  a  New  York  City  agency  as  a  result  of  my  ar- 
ticle in  Commerce  Reports  dated  June  14,  1915,  while  an  electric- 
motor  chair  company  of  California  is  negotiating  for  a  sales  agency, 
here.  Through  these  efforts  we  are  establishing  a  market  for  motor 
cars  and  chairs  for  wounded  soldiers  and  cripples. 

The  introduction  of  American  gas  and  electrical  attachments 
through  the  Gas  Corporation  of  Dunfermline  and  a  local  plumber, 
whereby  a  field  for  Amercian  electrical  supplies  is  promised,  definite 
results  having  already  been  reported. 

The  establishment  of  a  direct  agency  for  the  sale  of  western  Ameri- 
can lumber  through  a  concern  of  Portland,  Oreg.,  has  just  been  ac- 
complished, and  a  considerable  addition  to  the  American  lumber 
trade  in  this  district  is  anticipated. 

Many  minor  introductions,  such  as  American  rat  poison  and  dry 
goods,  have  been  made  in  the  shops  of  this  district,  and  of  American 
groceries,  fruits,  and  meats  through  direct  sales  made  by  a  distribut- 
mg  company  in  London. 

Through  the  suggestions  and  influence  of  this  consulate  numerous 
other  trade  inquiries  have  been  answered  to  obtain  further  results  in 
American  trade  extension. 


HAEVEST  DIFFICULTIES  IN  TEIPOLIT^nA. 

•  [Consul  W.  Roderick  Dopsey,  Tripoli,  Libya,  June  28.] 

The  harvest  of  both  barley  and  wheat  in  Tripolitania  is  finished. 
The  barley  crop  was  the  most  abundant  in  many  years.  Unfortu- 
nately native  uprisings  interfered  greatly  with  gathering.  At  cer- 
tain points  whole  areas  w«re  burned  to  prevent  the  ripened  grain  fall- 
ing to  the  sickles  of  the  rebels,  who,  on  the  other  nand,  more  fre- 
quently gained  possession  and  carried  all  away,  thereby,  it  is  said, 
gaining  supplies  sufficient  for  two  years. 

In  consequence  of  all  this  arrivals  in  the  Tripoli  market  have  failed 
to  reach  expectations,  and  prices  have  ranged  from  21.50  to  26.50 
lire  per  100  kilos  ($41.50  to  $51.50  a  metric  ton  of  2,204.6  pounds), 
or  about  35  per  cent  above  last  season,  when  the  crop  was  deficient. 

Wheat,  the  less  important  cereal,  has  been  similarly  affected,  and 
now  sells  for  63.35  lire  per  100  kilos,  or  about  $103  a  metric  ton. 

UST  OF  CENSUS  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Census  Bureau  has  for  free  distribution  a  "  Circular  of  Infor- 
mation Concerning  Census  Publications"  (Circular  No.  2),  which 
gives  a  list  of  all  census  publications  from  1790  to  the  present  time, 
classified  according  to  subjects,  with  brief  descriptions  of  their  con- 
tents. A  separate  list  shows,  in  chronological  order,  the  various 
decennial  and  "  intercensal "  publications  of  the  Census  Bureau  and 
describes  the  relationships  of  the  Thirteenth  Census  reports  and 
bulletins  to  one  another. 

Anyone  desiring  a  copy  of  this  91-page  pamphlet  can  obtain  it  by 
addressing  the  Director  of  the  Census,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  BEPOBXS.  647 

IHVESTIOA,TION  OF  SOUTH  AHEBICAN  PBUIT  KABEETS. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  for  some  time 
had  under  consideration  the  investigation  of  the  markets  in  South 
America  for  fresh  fruits  of  the  United  States.  In  order  to  make 
this  investigation  thorough  and  ascertain  definitely  just  what  are 
Ihe  possibihties  for  fruit  growers  in  South  American  markets,  the 
bureau  has  appointed  Mr.  Walter  Fischer  to  make  a  tour  of  the 
principal  countries  of  South  America  in  which  fruit  could  be  sold 
and  report  exhaustively  on  the  marketing  conditions  there. 

Mr.  Fischer  has  recently  returned  from  South  America  after  a 
stay  of  about  five  years,  principally  in  Argentina  and  Brazil,  where 
he  "was  director  of  a  number  of  agricultural  experiment  stations  for 
the  Governments  of  those  two  countries.  Previous  to  his  South 
American  experience,  Mr.  Fischer  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  as  scientific  assistant,  and 
he  is  acquainted  with  conditions  in  the  growing  and  marketing  of 
all  kinds  of  fruit  in  this  country  and  has  already  made  a  study  of  the 
possibilities  of  marketing  United  States  fruits  m  South  America. 

Mr.  Fischer  expects  to  sail  for  Brazil  about  the  middle  or  last  of 
October  and  will  be  present  in  Brazil  and  Argentina  at  the  height 
of  the  marketing  seasons  in  those  countries.  Previous  to  sailing  he 
w^ill  interview  fruit  growers  and  officials  of  associations,  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  data  to  determine  the  profit  of  shipping  fruits  to  South 
America  and  the  possibilities  of  developing  the  trade. 


BALSA  WOOD  IS  CEITIBAL  AHEBIOA. 

[Commercial  Agent  Oarrard  Harris.] 

The  Balsa  wood  is  very  common  on  both  coasts  of  Costa  Rica  and 
Nicaragua  and  can  be  supplied  in  considerable  quantities.  A  local 
business  man  gave  me  a  number  of  samples  of  this  wood  and  states 
that  he  is  prepared  to  negotiate  for  the  delivery  of  large  or  small 
quantities. 

[NoTB. — ^The  balsa  wood  Is  a  very  light  wood,  which  grows  In  large  qunntltleg 
lu  the  tropical  regions  of  Central  and  South  America.  It  weighs  as  little  or 
less  than  cork,  hut  has  n  noticeable  grain.  It  dry-rots  with  comparative  quictc- 
ness  unless  treated,  It  is  useful  for  any  purpose  where  a  buoyant  material 
Is  required.  The  samples  mentioned  above  may  be  obtained  for  inspection  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 


WELSH  lUmOBAlTTS  IN  ATTSTBALIA. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald,  Jane  26.1 

The  company  of  over  200  immigrants  arrived  at  Melbourne  by  the 
Ewanto  Maru  yesterday.  They  are  on  their  way  to  the  Norehern  Ter- 
ritory. They  come  from  a  Welsh  irrigation  colonj^,  establ  ished  50  years 
ago  m  the  valley  of  the  Chubut  River,  Argentina,  about  600  miles 
south  of  Buenos  Aires,  and  are  desirable  settlers  of  the  hard-work- 
ing and  frugal  small-farmer  class.  Mr.  Robert  Williams,  who  has 
been  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  movement  of  Welsh  Patagonians 
to  Australia,  has  gone  to  Darwin  to  make  arrangements  for  the  re- 
ception of  this  group  in  the  territory. 
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CANADIAN  PBODUCTION  OF  NICKEL. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Storrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  July  12.] 

In  1913,  it  is  stated,  the  world's  production  of  fine  nickel  approxi- 
mated 34,000  tons,  of  which  the  Canadian  ore  contained  24,838  tons, 
the  ore  produced  by  Le  Societe  de  Nickel  in  New  Caledonia,  French 
Pacific  Islands,  and  refined  in  France,  contained  about  8,000  tons, 
and  production  in  Norway  amounted  to  400  tons,  the  remainder  hav- 
ing been  refined  in  Germany  from  various  metal  processes.  Practi- 
cally all  of  the  ore  mined  in  Ontario  was  reduced  to  matte  and 
shipped  to  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  to  be  refined,  only  a 
small  percentage  having  been  refined  in  Canada. 
Output  of  Sudbury  District. 

The  production  of  nickel  in  the  Sudbury  district — ^which  region 
yields  73  per  cent  of  the  world's  output  or  nickel — is  closely  asso- 
ciated with  that  of  copper,  the  content  of  the  matte  produced  from 
the  ore  being  about  50  per  cent  nickel  and  25  per  cent  copper.  The 
details  of  this  production  for  1911, 1912,  and  1913  are : 


1911 


i9ia 


1913 


Ore  raised  rrom  mines tons.. 

Ore  smelted  at  mines do... 

Bessemer  matte  produced do... 

Nickel  content  of  matte do... 

Copper  content  ot  matte do... 

Value  of  niclcel 

Value  of  copper 

Wages  paid 

Ueo  employed no.. 


612,511 

610,788 

32.607 

17,049 

8,966 

664,474 

2S1,11S 

830,526 

2,439 


737,656 

725,065 

41,935 

22,421 

11,116 

$4,722,040 

SI,  581, 062 

|2,357,8E0 

2,850 


784,697 

823.  «B 

47,  UO 

24,838 

12,938 

$5,237,477 

$1,839,438 

$3,291,956 

3,512 


These  figures  show  that  of  the  total  ore  smelted  in  1913  (823,403 
tons)  the  nickel  content  amounted  to  3.02  per  cent  and  the  copper 
1.57  per  cent,  while  the  47,150  tons  of  matte  contained  80  per  cent  of 
combined  metal.   . 
Ontario  Xatte  Competnies — ^Bounty. 

It  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  the  largest  producer  of  this 
metal  is  the  Canadian  Copper  Co.,  of  Copper  Cliff j  Ontario  (said 
to  be  controlled  bjf  American  interests),  its  production  of  matte  in 
1913  having  contained  about  22,000  tons  of  nickel.  Its  output  of 
matte  was  principally  shipped  to  refiners  in  New  Jersey.  The  Mond 
Nickel  Co.,  of  Coniston,  Ontario  (controlled  by  English  interests), 
produced  matte  containing  2,600  tons  of  fine  nickel,  this  matte  being 
sent  to  Swansea,  Wales,  for  refining. 

Under  the  metal  refining  act  of  1907,  extended  in  1912  for  a 
period  of  five  years,  a  bounty  of  6  cents  per  pound  is  paid  on  such 
metal  in  cobalt  or  nickel  oxide  or  metal  as  is  refined  in  the  Province 
of  Ontario.  The  only  company  that  took  advantage  of  this  law 
during  1913,  in  respect  to  nickel,  was  the  Coniagas  Reduction  Co. 
(Ltd.),  of  St.  Catherines,  Ontario,  the  production  of  that  company 
in  the  year  named  having  been  149,645  pounds  of  metal. 

Value  and  Amount  of  Nickel  Export*. 

During  the  fiscal  years  1912, 1913,  and  1914  (year  ended  March  31) 
Canada's  exports  ot  fine  nickel  contained  in  ore,  matte,  or  speiss  and 
the  countries  of  destination  were: 
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Ezp«rt«dt»- 

1913 

1914 

Founds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

United  StetAs 

43,341,307 
4.SaS,783 

t4,327,0M 
71»,141 

43,989,848 

5,479,250 

111,638 

(4,398,990 

960,621 

15,197 

United  Kingdom 

All  other  countries 

Total .'. 

48,169,090 

5,045,197 

5O,5S0,S3« 

6,374,738 

Processes  Used  In  Beflning  Klokel  Xatte. 

The  principal  processes  used  in  refining  nickel  matte  are  thus 
brieflj'  described  by  Prof.  Alfred  Stansfield,  of  McGill  University, 
Montreal,  in  the  December  (1914)  number  of  the  Bulletin  of  the 
Canadian  Mining  Institute : 

The  matte  from  Copper  Cliff  (Ontario)  Is  treated  by  the  International  Nickel 
Co.  at  Constable  Hook  by  the  "  salt  cake  "  process.  The  matte,  which  consists 
of  sulphide  of  nickel,  sulphide  of  copper,  and  a  little  sulphide  of  iron,  is 
nielteO  with  salt  cake  and  coke.  Salt  cake  is  crude  sodium  sulphate,  obtained 
by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  on  common  salt,  and  when  this  is  heated  in 
admixture  with  coke  a  sulphide  of  sodium  is  produced. 

The  fused  sulphide  of  sodium  acts  as  a  selective  solvent,  dissolving  the  copper 
sulphide  In  preference  to  the  nickel  sulphide.  In  this  way  two  products  are 
obtained,  the  "tops"  or  light  product  consisting  mostly  of  sodium,  copper, 'and 
Iron  sulphides,  while  the  '•  bottoms "  or  heavier  product,  consists  mostly  of 
nickel  sulphide.  The  separation  obtained  Is  far  from  perfect,  and  the  opetatlons 
must  be  repeated  several  times  before  the  copper  and  nickel  sulphides  are  com- 
pletely separated.  The  two  metals  can  then  be  obtained  from  their  sulphides 
by  roasting  and  other  metallurgical  processes. 

The  matte  from  Collision  (Ontario)  Is  treated  by  the  Mond  Nickel  Co.  in 
Wales  by  the  Mond  process.  The  matte  is  roasted  to  oxide,  part  of  the  copper 
is  removed  by  means  of  sulphuric  acid,  the  residue  1^  treated  so  as  to  convert 
the  oxide  of  nickel  to  the  metallic  state ;  it  Is  then  treated  with  carbon  mon- 
oxide gas,  which  combines  with  the  nickel,  forming  a  volatile,  very  poisonous 
compound,  nickel  carbonyl,  from  which  the  nickel  Is  Immediately  removed  In  a 
pure  condition. 

While  the  main  principles  of  these  two  processes  are  well  known,  the  details 
are  kept  secret.  The  operations  involved  are  more  numerous  than  has  been 
indicated  above  and  require,  especially  perhaps  in  the  Mond  process,  highly 
skilled  scientific  direction  and  great  accuracy  of  detail. 

The  matte  from  New  Caledonia  does  not  contain  any  copper  and  its  treat- 
ment, therefore,  is  comparatively  simple,  as  it  is  the  need  of  separating  the 
nickel  and  the  copper,  which  are  contiiined  In  the  Canadian  ores,  that  entails 
the  use  of  the  "  salt  cake  "  or  the  Mond  processes. 

The  Norwegian  nickel  is  obtained  from  the  matte  by  the  Hyblnette  process, 
in  which  the  nickel  Is  separated  from  the  admixed  metals,  such  as  copper,  by 
electrolysis  in  a  sulphate  solution. 

[The  names  and  addresses  of  three  active  nickel-mining  concerns 
of  Ontario  and  of  a  refiner  of  nickel  matte  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureauof  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


SAMPLES  OF  COLOHBIAN  WOOD  RECEIVED. 

Mr.  E-  H.  Gueydan,  a  former  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  has  transmitted  to  the  Bureau 
samples  of  14  species  of  wood  native  to  Colombia,  South  America, 
which  he  collected  while  traveling  in  that  countiy.  Samples  of  both 
hard  and  soft  woods  of  that  country  are  included.  These  samples 
may  be  inspected  at  the  office  of  the  Bureau  in  Washington,  D.  C,  or 
will  be  loaned  to  those  interested. 
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iKQuniY  nrro  cxothing  icaseets  of  fab  east. 

In  recent  years  makers  of  all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel  have  been 
looking  more  and  more  to  foreign  fields,  and  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  a  large  number  of  inquiries 
concerning  the  character  of  the  demand  abroad.  In  order  to  obtain 
very  full  information  on  this  subject  the  bureau  has  decided  to  send 
a  special  agent  to  the  Far  East  to  .report  on  the  markets  for  such 
products  there  and  has  selected  Mr.  Stanhope  Sams  for  this  work. 
air.  Sams  has  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  Japan,  and  is  familiar 
with  the  trade  in  most  lines  of  wearing  apparel.  He  expects  to 
sail  for  Yokohama  in  about  a  month  and  report  extensively  on  the 
markets  for  all  such  wearing  apparel  in  Japan  and  China  and  per- 
haps in  the  Philippines  and  the  Strait  Settlements.  He  will  cover 
all  lines  of  men's,  women's,  and  children's  wearing  apparel  except 
shoes,  and  his  reports  will  be  published  in  Commerce  Reports  and 
in  separate  publications,  which  will  be  available  to  the  general 
public.  They  will  cover  statistics  of  importation  and  production, 
prevailing  tastes  and  preferences  of  the  people  of  each  section,  the 
tendency  toward  changes  in  style,  the  selling  prices  of  such  goods 
as  are  already  marketed,  the  handicaps  through  tariff  or  other 
charges,  the  competition  from  European  countries,  and  other  features 
enteripg  into  the  trade.  Mr.  Sams  will  also  collect  a  number  of 
samples,  catalogues,  and  price  lists. 

FEXriT  CANNHrO  m  ATTSTBAIIA. 

[Sydney  Herald,  July  5.] 

Fruit  canning  is  developing  in  New  South  Wales.  Methven  Bros., 
at  Mount  Druitt,  are  usmg  all  their  fruit  for  this  purpose,  and 
125,000  cans  of  mixed  fruits  have  been  processed  this  season.  A- 
feature  of  the  work  is  the  use  of  the  sanitary  can,  as  solder  is  not 
necessary  when  using  these  cans,  while  hot  sirups  may  be  used.  So 
a  great  saving  in  time  is  accomplished.  The  fruit  is  placed  in  the  can 
with  the  hot  sirup,  the  lid  is  then  crimped  on  with  a  patent  machine 
for  the  purpose,  after  which  it  is  placed  in  the  cooking  bath.  This 
bath  is  so  arranged  that  the  cans  are  carried  on  a  chain  elevator,  the 
pace  of  which  is  so  set  that  if  the  fruit  is  to  be  cooked  10, 12, 15,  or 
20  minutes  it  may  be  carried  out  without  any  further  attention. 
Asparagus  is  to  be  put  up  this  season.  Methven  Bros,  consider  that 
growers  may  plant  out  canning  varieties  with  a  view  to  consider- 
able profit,  as  the  greater  bulk  of  the  fruit  has  to  be  imported  from 
Victoria. 

TEA-PACKAGE  ENTEBPBISE  IN  SOUTH  AFBICA 

[Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Elizabetb,  June  22.] 

A  South  African  branch  is  being  established  by  the  Mazzawattee 
Tea  Co.,  of  London.  In  the  recent  South  African  tariff  readjust- 
ment the  duty  on  tea  in  packets  or  tins  not  exceeding  10  pounds  each 
in  weight  was  placed  at  7d.  (14  cents)  per  pound,  and  in  larger 
packets  or  in  bulk  5d.  (10  cents). 

Apparently  this  company  expects  to  market  its  product  here 
cheaper  by  importing  bulk  and  placing  in  packets  after  arrival.  At 
the  beginning  about  100  will  be  employed,  chiefly  girls  16  to  20  years 
of  age.  Whether  or  not  the  cartons  or  packets  will  be  made  here  has 
not  been  decided. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  July  24,  1915: 


Name. 


SAIL. 

Ship: 

Avon 

POWEB. 

Gas  side  wheel: 

Queen 

Gas  stem  wheel: 

Apache 

Twin  City.... 
Gas  screw  yacht: 

ConeJ  J 

Unnore 

Ilaraval 

Vitesse 

Gas  screw: 

Dorcas 

Evs 

Evangeline  D 

Gannet 

Halcyon 

Jean 

LUlle  Olive.. 

Lmnml  Bor. 

Madaleln.... 

Manitowoc . . 

Myrtle  Soper 

Nephl 

R^ina 

Zoe 

Steam  screw: 

A-I 

Alalair 

Walter  D. 
Noyes. 

mnuooED. 

Barge: 

Catherine 

Boian 

R.B.DaBob. 

Bouse  boat: 

Alvah 

ElsieB 


Official 
num- 
ber. 

Signal 

Tonnage. 

Year 
buHt. 

letters. 

Gross. 

Net. 

2134S8 

LDRH 

1,573 

1,437 

1884 

21348S 

49 

49 

1915 

Z134S1 

IS 

I91S 

313476 

13 

1915 

2134S2 

LFMH 

38 

1915 

2134M 

LFMJ 

27 

1915 

213497 

LFMN 

60 

1915 

213487 

10 

1915 

213490 

7 

1914 

213491 

10 

1903 

2134a2 

14 

1915 

213478 

28 

1915 

2134M 

18 

1915 

213499 

9 

1915 

213483 

7 

1915 

213486 

26 

1015 

2134S4 

16 

1915 

213403 

17 

1912 

213494 

10 

1906 

213498 

15 

1915 

213499 

7 

1903 

213tiO 

5 

1915 

213489 

14 

1915 

213477 

8 

1915 

213479 

Lriio 

4,387 

3,U4 

1915 

166083 

481 

481 

1915 

106084 

3U 

311 

1910 

1660S1 

14 

14 

1915 

166082 

57 

67 

1909 

Where  buQt. 


Whitewieh,  Scotland.. 


The  Dalles,  Oreg. 
Dubuque,  Iowa. . 


Boston,  Mass 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

PortJeiSorson,  N.  Y.. 
Seattle,  Wash 


Home  port. 


Bamef:at,  N. }..... 

Marinette,  Wis 

Thoraaston,  Me 

Manitowoc,  Wis 

Sausallto,  Cai 

Mora,  Wash '■ 

Wllmingtoa,  Del I 

BeUingham,  Wash 

Los  Angeles,  Cal 

Manitowoc,  Wis 

Bamegat,  N.  J 

Quincy,Ill 

Marinette,  Wis 

Oconto,  Wis 


Tacoma,Wash 

Myrtle  Beach,  8.  C... 
Newport  News,  Va 


Rondout,N.Y 

....do 

Forked  River,  N.  J. 
do 


Boston. 


Portland,  Oreg. 

Dubuque. 
MobUe. 

New  York. 
Do. 
Do. 

Seattle. 

Tuckerton. 
Milwaukee. 
Province  town. 
Erie. 

San  Francisco. 
Seattle. 

Wihnington,  Del. 
Seattle. 
San  Diego. 
Duluth. 
Tuckerton. 
Chk»ga. 
Milwaukee. 
Do. 

Tacoma. 

Georgetown. 

Boston. 


New  York. 
Do. 


Tuckerton. 
Do. 


The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  to  July  24,  1915,  was  150 
of  628,408  gross  tons. 

During  the  week  ended  July  24,  1915,  signal  letters  were  awarded 
to  the  following-named  vessels:  202869  Ga.  y.  Lady  Mary,  L  F  M  K. 
(Formerly  Glenda);  207300  St.  s.  ArUngfcon,  L  F  M  P.;  207301  St. 
8.  Brandon,  L  F  M  Q. 

Correction. 

In  the  table  of  domestic  exports  of  copper,  published  in  Comsiercb 
Reports  for  July  28,  the  value  of  the  exports  of  pigs,  ingots,  etc.,  to 
Spain  should  have  been  $10,569  instead  of  $610,569,  and  to  England 
1648^18  instead  of  $48,218. 
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NEW  FACTOBS  AFFECT  SODIUM  BITBATE  UASKET. 

[PrepAred  by  AmerlcOD  consalatc  at  London  England,  July  IS.] 

In  the  beginning  of  1915,  it  was  feared  that  the  market  for  sodium 
nitrate,  which  is  widely  used  as  a  fertilizer,  would  probably  con- 
tinue in  the  depressed  condition  into  which  it  had  fallen  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  war.  There  were  two  reasons  for  this  view,  the 
first  assuming  that  as  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary  were  no 
longer  buyers,  there  must  necessarily  be  an  unusual  quantity  of 
nitrate  which  would  find  its  way  to  England ;  the  second  being  the 
belief  that  cargoes  of  this  product  were  likely  to  fall  into  British 
hands  as  prizes  at  sea.  The  fact  that  by  a  steady  reduction  of  output 
these  belligerent  countries  were  not  provided  for,  was  an  unexpected 
development,  while  in  the  matter  of  prize  cargoes,  although  three  or 
four  were  sold  at  fairly  low  prices,  the  bulk  of  them  were  held  until 
prices  had  very  considerably  advanced. 

TTnnsnal  Charges  Increase  Prices. 

Other  factors  entered  the  field  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  article 
on  this  side.  Sailing  freights,  which  in  August  last  were  obtainable  at 
$4.87  per  ton,  steadily  increased,  until  they  are  now  difficult  to 
obtain  at  $15.83  per  ton.  Marine  insurance,  which  last  year  was  3 
per  cent,  became  3^  per  cent  this  year,  while  war  risk,  which  a  year 
ago  was  2|  per  cent,  could  be  covered  only  by  insurers  paying  70  to 
80  per  cent.  These  and  other  charges  had  to  be  borne  before  the 
nitrate  finally  went  into  consumption. 

A  large  quantity  of  nitrate  was  transshipped  to  Russia,  to  Arch- 
angel, and  Vladivostok,  while  France  also  received  some  transship- 
ments. From  the  Netherlands  a  considerable  demand  sprang  up  for 
cargoes,  a  demand  which  was  not  satisfied.  That  country  has  prob- 
ably fallen  considerably  short  of  its  usual  consumption. 
Delays  Canse  Bestrlcted  Consnmption. 

There  were  other  reasons  for  a  more  restricted  consumption  in  this 
country  than  might  otherwise  have  been  experienced,  such  as  delayed 
arrivals  through  a  long,  imbroken  spell  of  easterly  wind;  further 
delays  at  ports  of  call,  in  obtaining  tugs  for  safer  passage  to  desti- 
nation, and  the  difficulties  of  railway  transportation  to  agricultural 
centers. 

While  it  is  hardly  possible  to  give  reliable  data  as  to  consumption 
in  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  past  six  months  for  agricultural 
purposes,  it  is  thought  that,  even  with  all  the  difficulties  mentioned, 
it  has  not  decreased.  For  war  purposes  it  has  considerably  increased. 
The  British  import  statistics  for  sodium  nitrate  are:  For  June,  1914 — 
3,184  tons,  valued  at  $156,823;  June,  1915—28,298  tons,  $1,631,071; 
for  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1914 — 65,770  tons,  valued  at 
$3,241,313;  corresponding  period  in  1915—106,233  tons,  $5,764,279. 

Consumption  in  the  United  States  has  made  no  progress  during 
the  past  12  months,  but  suffered  a  falling  off  of  10.85  per  cent,  the 
figures  being  493,000  tons,  against  553,000. 

Exports  to  United  States  on  targer  Scale. 

For  the  past  two  months  the  exports  to  the  United  States  have 
been  on  a  much  larger  scale  (with  the  prospect  of  a  continuance), 
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and  these  exports  will  figure  in  the  next  record  of  consumption. 
Other  countries  have  taken  72,500  tons,  against  90,000,  a  decline  of 
18,000  tons. 

Prices  throughout  the  season  have  had  a  continuous  advance. 
That  which  in  January  was  obtainable  at  $1.40  per  quintal  f.  o.  b. 
Chile,  prompt  shipment,  to-day  commands  $1.66  with  about  $0.04 
per  qumtal  more  for  forward  shipment,  while  cargoes  arrived  or 
near  have  had  a  range  of  prices  from  $2.27  to  $2.82  per  hundred- 
weight, cost  and  freight,  the  bulk  of  these  carrying  the  further  bur- 
den of  6i  to  7i  per  cent  marine  and  war  risk  insurance,  as  against 
3^  per  cent  last  year. 

Production  for  the  past  six  months  has  amounted  to  about  625,193 
tons  (estimating  the  June  output  at  116,621  tons),  against  1,630,115 
during  the  corresponding  period  in  1914,  or  a  decrease  of  about  62 
per  cent.  Stocks  in  Chile,  which  at  the  close  of  last  year  were  about 
1,060,000  tons,  have  been  reduced  to  847,000  tons.  Shipments  to 
Europe  from  Januarjr  to  June,  inclusive,  amounted  to  about  355,000 
tons,  against  832,000  in  1914,  a  decrease  of  477,000  tons. 


HAZING  UESICINAL  OIL,  NEW  AHEEICAN  INSTTSTBY. 

An  American  industry  with  a  $1,000,000  market  has  sprung  up 
within  a  few  months,  following  upon  the  sudden  termination  at  the 
outbreak  of  war,  of  imports  into  the  United  States  of  medicinal  oil 
from  Kussia.  American  refiners,  upon  learning  that  it  was  no  longer 
possible  to  obtain  liquid  petrolatum  from  the  customary  source,  set 
about  to  supply  the  established  trade,  and  before  the  close  of  19f4  a 
score  of  refiners  were  experimenting  in  the  new  field,  at  least  10 
sources  of  domestic  white  oil  for  medicinal  use  having  been  devel- 
oped, while  the  product  was  retailed  under  60  or  more  Afferent  trade 
names. 

The  Geological  Survey,  in  discussing  this  subject,  says  that  the 
working  up  of  the  trade  for  the  Russian  product  of  this  type  was 
largely  a  matter  of  chance  raUier  than  of  necessity,  for  oiJs  of  essen- 
tially the  same  character  can  be  produced  from  American  petroleum, 
and  in  fact  have  been  produced  on  a  small  scale  for  several  years. 
The  fact  that  foreign  oil  has  heretofore  met  no  serious  competition 
here,  it  says,  has  been  due  in  part  to  the  ample  and  satisfactory  sup- 
ply from  external  sources,  but  to  a  greater  extent  to  the  absorption  of 
American  refiners  in  efforts  to  increase  the  output  of  more  easily 
refined  products,  such  as  gasoline  and  naphtha,  for  which  there  is  an 
ever-increasing  market. 

The  Survey  cites  the  results  of  tests  made  by  the  committee  on 
therapeutic  research  of  the  council  on  pharmacy  and  medicine  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  to  determine  the  relative  efficiency 
of  Russian  and  American  medicinal  oils,  in  which  the  differences  in 
action  are  declared  to  be  too  slight  to  be  of  importance.  Liquid  petro- 
latum is  commonly  used  as  a  vehicle  for  protective  sprays  for  nose 
and  throat,  and  more  especially  as  a  laxative.  The  Survey  concludes 
that  with  care  and  attention  to  refining  details  there  is  no  reason 
why  this  trade  should  be  permitted  to  return  to  import  supply. 
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TTNITED  STATES  AND  SOUTH  AFRICA  DEVELOP  TBADE. 

(Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Elizabetb,  Bonth  Africa,  Jane  20.] 

There  has  been  some  demand  from  America  for  skins  and  mohair 
and  a  very  fair  demand  for  ostrich  feathers  and  wool.  Trade  diffi- 
culties were  discouraging  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  for  some 
months  it  seemed  impossible  to  overcome  them.  An  embargo  was 
placed  upon  the  export  of  wool  and  later  upon  hides  and  skins  for 
destinations  other  than  Great  Britain  or  her  allies.  The  embargo 
was  later  removed  under  certain  conditions.  These  conditions  were 
not  always  understood  or  correctly  interpreted,  with  the  result  that 
further  delays  were  frequent. 

Direct  Sailings — ^Market  for  American  Prodnoti — ^WooL 

The  direct  sailings  for  America  have  opened  up  new  trade  con- 
nections, which  will  probably  be  maintained.  Shipment  of  South 
African  produce  direct  to  America  is  also  a  certain  promoter  of  trade 
in  American  products  here. 

The  wool  market  continues  steady,  with  a  good  demand  for  fair- 
grade  light  combing  wools.  Heavier-weight  wools  are  not  so  much 
asked  for,  but  fair  quantities  have  been  sold  recently  to  one  buyer, 
who  is  reported  to  have  purchased  for  speculation.  Snow  whites 
are  readily  sold  unless  seedy.    Coarse  and  colored  wools  remain  firm. 

Some  of  the  prices  quoted  are:  Long  grease  wool,  12  months,  18 
to  20  cents  per  pound;  medium  length,  same  kind,  15  to  17  cents; 
short,  10  to  13  cents ;  Karroo  grease  wool,  from  9  cents  per  pound  for 
short  up  to  17  cents  for  the  long  12-months  variety ;  Orange  River 
superlong,  13  to  15  cents ;  heavy,  8  to  11 J  cents ;  short  light,  10  to  11 
cents;  coarse  and  colored,  10  to  10^  cents  per  pound. 
Better  Demand  for  Kohair — Prices  of  Hides  and  Skins. 

There  is  a  slightly  better  demand  for  mohair,  but  prices  have  not 
advanced.  Sales  this  week  include  125  bales  of  short  firsts  at  20 
cents,  400  bales  of  average  quality  at  21  cents,  and  a  few  bales  of 
supers  at  22  cents.  Best  kid  hair  has  been  sold  in  limited  quanti- 
ties up  to  42  cents  for  special  clips. 

Hides  and  skins  are  unchanged  in  value,  and  the  demand  is  not 
marked.  Some  prices  quoted  include  sound  sheepskins,  at  9|  cents 
per  pound ;  salted  hair  Cape,  51  cents  each ;  sun  dried,  45  cents  each ; 
coarse  wooled,  10  cents  per  pound;  light  angoras,  14  cents;  bastard 
sheepskins,  18  cents;  goatskms,  light  21^  cents;  sim-dried  hides,  23 
cents;  dry -salted  hides,  21  cents  per  pound.  Damaged  lines  of  all 
these  products  are  quoted  at  lower  rates. 

Ostrich  Feathers  Xegaln  Importance. 

With  the  opening  of  the  municipal  public  market,  ostrich  feathers 
have  regained  a  portion  of  that  importance  which  was  formerly  at- 
tached to  this  product  by  the  local  business  community.  The  first 
week's  sales  were  held  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  about  $27,000 
was  realized.  Last  week  10,925  pounds  were  sold  for  $42,728.  This 
week  the  sales  have  closed  after  three  days,  and  the  amount  disposed 
of  was  greater  than  for  the  previous  week.  Exact  figures  will  be 
gi\en  later. 

Some  prices  quoted  for  unsorted  parcels  are :  Whites,  superior  lots, 
$12.50  to  $20  per  pound;  average  lots,  $6.50  to  $11.50;  inferior  lots, 
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$3.75  to  $5 ;  feminas,  super  lots,  $10  to  $15 ;  average  lots,  $5  to  $8.75; 
inferior  lots,  $2.50  to  $3.75 ;  spadonas,  $1.25  to  $6.25.  These  prices 
are  quoted  by  one  of  the  leading  commission  houses  and  are  low  in 
comparison  with  market  sales  recently  recorded. 

A  new  feature  entering  more  largely  into  valuations  is  the  increas- 
ing number  of  lots  from  small  shippers  at  interior  points. 

The  true  market  valucj  as  interpreted  at  this  office,  is  the  price 
at  which  average  transactions  occur  in  Port  Elizabeth,  this  being  the 
recognized  ostrich-feather  market  center. 

LDTBEEB  TBADE  OF  BTTSSIA. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow.  June  23.] 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  sent  out  by  the  Statistical  Bureau  on  the 
linseed  trade,  125  replies  were  received  up  to  June  14  from  the  fol- 
lowing "Provinces :  Vladimir,  Livonia,  Vyatka,  Vologda,  Novgorod, 
Pskov,  SmolenskjMoscow,  Perm,  Iver, ' Yaroslav,  Nizhin-Novgorod, 
and  Kostroma.  Keplies  were  also  received  from  Vitebsk,  Mogileff, 
Courland,  and  other  Provinces.  Sixty-one  correspondents  reported 
that  the  trade  is  very  quiet,  while  41  report  a  brisk  trade,  and  23  an 
average  trade;  in  1914,  20  concerns  reported  brisk  trade,  27  quiet 
trade,  and  13  an  average  trade.  The  dealers  in  linseed  explain  the 
slack  trade  by  the  absence  of  exports.  The  flax  producers  have  been 
purchasing  more  seed  this  year  than  in  the  previous  year. 

riax  Acreage — Supplies  on  Hand. 

The  increased  purchases  of  linseed  are  not  always  the  evidence  of 
an  extension  of  the  area  sown  to  flax.  In  consequence  of  the  bad 
conditions  of  the  flax  crop  of  last  year  the  seed  obtained  was  of  a 
poor  quality,  which  caused  the  flax  producers  to  buy  greater  quanti- 
ties of  seed  this  spring. 

As  to  the  area  of  land  rented  for  the  sowing  of  flax,  35  corre- 
spondents state  that  the  same  has  been  reduced  this  year,  while  7 
report  an  increase  of  this  area,  and  8  write  that  the  area  does  not 
show  any  alteration.  In  reply  to  the  question  whether  the  flax 
producers  have  increased  the  sowing  of  flax  or  not,  the  118  replies 
secured  from  the  13  Provinces  included 'in  the  inquiry  give  the 
following  information:  Increased  sowing  of  flax,  34  repues;  de- 
creased sowing  of  flax,  50  replies ;  same  as  last  year,  34  rephes. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  the  supplies  of  flax  remaining  in  the 
hands  or  the  flax  producers,  there  were  received  121  replies,  of  which 
76  state  the  entire  absence  of  any  supplies,  while  46  report  that 
supplies  are  on  hand  though  in  a  limited  quantity. 

AXrSTBAIIAN  CATTLE  BBIKO  BECOBD  PBICE. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald,  June  26.]  - 

At  the  Melbourne  cattle  market  on  June  23  a  record  average  for 
all  Australia  was  made  for  100  bullocks.  These  were  a  beautifully 
bred  lot  of  Shorthorns  and  Shorthorn-Devon  crosses  of  great  quality, 
fattened  in  the  coast  district  of  New  South  Wales,  about  60  miles 
north  of  Newcastle.  They  averaged  £24  6s.  9d.  ($118.42),  which  is 
believed  to  be  a  record  for  any  Australian  market  from  the  earliest 
times  foB  one  lot  of  100  or  more,  and  were  sold  through  the  agency 
of  J.  M.  Peck  &  Sons  Pty.  (Ltd.),  Melbourne. 
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BVSSIAN  EHBABGO  FKOVISIOirS  AND  EZPOBT  BEOITLATIOHS. 

[Vyestnlk  Finansor,  Nos.  21,  24,  and  25,  1016.J 

A  Eussian  decree  of  May  4  (17)  codifies  all  embargo  lists  and  re- 
strictions on  export  issued  before  that  date.  By  decrees  of  May  23 
(June  5),  June  5  (18),  June  6  (19),  and  June  12  (26)  additional 
articles  have  been  placed  under  complete  or  partial  embargo.  From 
these  various  decrees  has  been  compiled  the  summary  given  below. 

Embargo  Frovisions. 

The  exportation  of  the  following  articles  by  way  of  all  frontiers 
of  the  empire  is  prohibited:  Wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley,  lentils,  buck- 
wheat, millet,  peas,  beans,  kidney  beans,  rice,  tomatoes,  onions,  pota- 
toes, cabbages,  beets,  dried  vegetables,  flour  and  grits,  macaroni,  tea, 
sugar,  pepper,  salt,  butter,  animal  fat,  meats  of  all  kinds  except 
bacon,  canned  goods,  cattle  and  hogs,  hay  and  straw,  tobacco,  except 
cigars  and  cigarettes,  sailcloth  and  khaki,  dressed  and  undressed 
hides  and  skins,  viz,  ox,  bull,  cow,  camel,  buffalo,  horse,  and  ass  hides, 
and  calf  and  pig  skins,  platinum,  copper  and  brass  in  the  form  of 
metal,  scrap,  or  manufactures. 

The  exportation  of  steel  and  lead  is  prohibited  by  way  of  all  land 
and  sea  frontiers  of  European  Russia  and  through  Transcaucasia. 

The  exportation  of  horses  is  prohibited  by  way  of  the  European 
land  and  sea  frontiers,  Transcaucasia,  and  by  way  of  the  Persian 
and  Afghan  frontiers.  The  exportation  of  camels  is  prohibited  by 
way  of  the  Persian  and  Afghan  frontiers. 

The  prohibition  of  exportation  of  the  following  articles  applies  to 
the  land  frontiers  of  European  Russia  and  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic, 
iWhite,  and  Black  Seas  and  the  Sea  of  Asov :  Grain  and  flour  of  all 
kinds;  bran,  oil  cake,  and  other  food  for  animals:  vegetables  of  all 
kinds;  live  or  dead  game  and  poultry;  dairy  products,  eggs,  bacon, 
fish,  and  casings;  oil  seeds,  clover  and  other  forage  seeds,  and  vege- 
table seeds;  lycopodium,  forest  products,  cotton  waste,  furs  of  all 
kinds;  sheepskins;  goatskins  in  all  forms,  including  manufactures; 
wool  and  down;  iron  ore  and  manganese  ore;  coal  and  coke,  tar, 
petroleum  and  petroleum  residue,  benzine,  gasolene,  ligroine,  kero- 
sene, and  other  illuminating  mineral  oils;  alcohol;  rubber  in  all 
forms,  including  manufactures,  gauze,  and  automobiles;  wire,  caps, 
fuses,  saltpeter,  nitric  and  sulphuric  acid. 

The  exportation  of  linseed  and  hempseed  is  prohibited  through 
the  Transbaikalj  Irkutsk,  and  Priamur  Provinces. 

The  exportation  of  goods  of  all  kinds  is  prohibited  from  Baltic 
ports  situated  in  the  Governments  of  Petrograd,  Esthonia,  Livonia, 
and  Courland.  The  embargo  does  not  apply  to  exports  to  Finland. 
Exports  from  Finland  to  foreign  countries  are  subject  to  special 
embargo  regulationa 

Export  Xegnlations. 

The  following  regulations  for  the  exportation  of  Russian  products 
subject  to  embargo  provisions  have  been  formulated  by  a  committee 
representing  the  various  ministries  and  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
6f  Finance  on  May  4  (17),  1915: 

Applications  for  authorization  to  export  products  placed  on  the 
embargo  list  must  be  addressed  to  the  Department  of  Customs  and 
contain  the  following  data:  Name,  nationality,  and  address  of  the 
applicant;  nature,  quantity,  and  destination  of  products  involved; 
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place  where  the  goods  are  to  be  purchased  or  location  of  goods  already 
purchased ;  customhouse  of  exportation,  and  in  the  case  of  shipments 
by  sea,  port  of  destination  and  name  and  nationality  of  the  vessel; 
method  of  shipment,  whether  direct  or  transit ;  and  countries  and 
points  of  transshipment  in  case  of  transit  shipments.  For  applica- 
tions by  a  representative  of  the  exporter,  a  certified  power  of  attorney 
is  also  required. 

Upon  being  informed  of  favorable  action  by  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  the  applicant  is  to  obtain  the  necessary  diplomatic  guaranty 
to  insure  against  a  change  in  the  destination  of  the  shipment  or  its 
final  exportation  to  an  enemy  country.  The  export  certificate,  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Customs  as  a  result  of  favorable  decision  by 
the  Ministry  of  Finance,  is  not  transferable  and  must  be  used  within 
two  months  from  the  date  of  issue.  For  exports  via  Finland  a  bill 
of  lading  must  be  presented,  in  addition  to  the  export  certificate  and 
the  ordinary  export  manifest,  indicating  that  the  goods  are  to  pass 
through  Finland  on  their  way  to  the  country  shown  in  the  export 
certificate.  "  ■;  <-'1^ 

Special  exemptions  are  provided  for  in  the  case  of  direct  shipments 
of  certain  products  to  Great  Britain  and  Norway  and  also  to  fill  allied 
countries  m  Russian  vessels  or  in  those  flying  the  flag  of  an  allied 
country.  [The  official  text  of  the  regulations  and  an  English  trans- 
lation transmitted  by  Consul  General  Snodgrass  are  on  file  in  the 
Bureau  and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  application.] 


PERU'S  EEVENTTE  CTTT  BY  LACK  OF  SHIPS. 

[Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  Callno,  Peru,  July  2.] 

The  reduced  customs  revenues  at  the  eight  maritime  ports  of  Peru 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  is  giving  the  Government  consid- 
erable concern.  A  table  of  monthly  customs  receipts  at  Callao  during 
the  six  months  ended  Jime  30,  1915,  compared  with  the  6rst  six 
months  of  1914,  shows  these  decreases : 


Uontb. 


1914 


1915 


Decrease. 


Tanoary..., 
FabmaiT.. 

Uaicb 

April 

"Sy 

lone 

Total 


t320,984 
308,180 
374,732 
413,041 
303,773 
313,357  { 


$220,756 
152,151 
226,373 
246,351 
177,340 
208,441 


$100,223 
156,029 
148,359 
166,090 
128.432 
104,916 


2,036,066      1,231,413 


804,654 


Several  Causes  for  Falling  Off. 

The  customs  revenue  decrease  of  the  foremost  port  of  the  country 
by  $804,654  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  represents  a 
falling  off  of  about  40  per  cent.  There  are  several  causes  to  which 
this  may  be  attributed,  cnief  of  which  is  the  decrease  in  importations, 
the  lacK  of  ships  in  the  European  countries  to  transport  ordinary 
quantities  of  merchandise,  the  suppression  of  the  old  traffic  of  sailing 
vessels  between  continental  ports  and  this  coast,  the  restriction  of 
credits,  and  other  circumstances  created  by  the  war. 

The  revenues  of  the  port  of  Callao  during  1914  were  $3,116,620. 
The  total  receipts  of  the  eight  maritime  ports  of  the  Republic  were 
$4,699,335,  in  comparison  with  $6,117,845  in  1913. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  trom  the  Bar«an  and  Its  br«nch  oflleea.  Bequest 
(or  each  opportnnlty  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  file  namber  gtven. 

Hosiery,  hoot  laccx,  and  vmtrella  handlcit,  No.  17709. — ^The  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commere  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  New  Yorlc 
City  stating  that  a  representative  of  an  English  firm  desires  to  be  placed 
in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hosiery 
for  women,  boot  lades,  umbrella  bandies  and  ribs,  buttons,  etc.  It  is  stated 
that  reference  will  be  furnished. 

General  agency.  No.  17710. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  Its  agent  In  Spain  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  The  agent  does  not  specify  any 
particular  line. 

Dress  fasteners,  No.  17711. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports 
that  an  Importer  In  his  district  wishes  to  buy  Immediately  50,000  gross 
press  studs  or  snap  dress  fasteners,  half  the  quantity  to  be  In  black  and 
half  white,  to  be  9  mm.  In  diameter,  and  to  be  packed  In  bulk;  1.  e.,  in 
boxes  of  one  great  gross,  and  several  such  boxes  In  a  wooden  export  case. 
He  offers  14  cents  per  gross  delivered  at  destination,  and  will  pay  cash 
against  documents  upon  arrival  of  the  goods.  Banker's  guaranty  will  be 
given  If  needed,  and  references  are  furnished.  The  Imiiorter  states  that  he 
can  place  regular  orders  for  about  10,000  gross  assorted  sizes  per  week, 
and  later.  If  satisfied  that  the  American  supply  meets  his  requirements,  be 
win  pay  cash  In  New  York. 

Chain  Mts,  etc..  No.  17712. — A  business  man  In  Italy  has  asked  an  American 
consular  officer  to  place  him  in  communication  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  chain  belts,  cups,  or  buckets  for  attaching  to  belts, 
screws  for  same,  etc.,  and  similar  articles  for  use  in  mills  of  all  kinds;  also 
backets  for  water  wheels,  etc.  Befereuces  are  given.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  Italian  or  Frencli. 

Blanc  flxc.  No.  17713. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a 
firm  of  manufacturers  of  cardboard  and  paper  boxes  Is  desirous  of  import- 
ing blanc  fixe.  It  requires  large  quantities  of  this  material  in  the  manu- 
facture of  glazed  paper  and  places  orders  for  100-ton  lots.  The  article 
desired  should  be  moist,  containing  about  40  per  cent  moisture,  so  as  to 
allow  for  the  absorption  of  one-half  of  the  moisture  en  route.  References 
are  given. 

Boot  and  shoe  laces,  No.  17714. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Blngland  re- 
jwrts  that  an  exporter  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  being  put  In  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  boot  and  shoe  laces. 

Camauba  tcax.  No.  17715. — ^A  firm  In  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  in  a  position  to  export  large  quantities  of  Camauba  wax, 
to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  candles  and  phonograph  records,  etc. 
References  are  given. 

Hosiery,  No.  17716. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  firm  In  his  district  which  desires  to  secure  a  line  of  light- 
weight silk  hosiery.  The  consular  officer  states  that  there  Is  an  excellent 
opportunity  at  this  time  for  the  Introduction  of  American  sUk  hosiery  of 
the  cheaper  grades.  Communications  should  be  In  Italian  or  French. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination.    Samples  sbould  be  forwarded. 

"Wire  rods.  No.  17717. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  has  requested  that  he  be  put  in  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  wire  rods,  5,  61,  and  6  standard  wire  gauge. 
The  firm  desires  to  act  as  an  agent.  Prices,  if  x)0S3lble,  should  be  quoted 
c.  1. 1.  British  ports. 

Toys,  No.  17718. — An  Italian  dealer  In  toys  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  be  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers 
of  dolls  and  mechanical  toys  of  all  kinds.    Correspondence  should  be  in- 
Italian  or  French.    Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination. 
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Snap  buttons,  No.  17719. — Sapplemeuting  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  17277 
and  Confidential  Circular  No.  723,  an  American  consular  officer  In  Uruguay 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  the  business  man  wbo  desires  to  pur- 
chase dress  snap  buttons.  He  states  that  he  may  purchase  even  larger 
quantities  If  prices  are  satisfactory  and  will  arrange  with  a  prominent 
export  house  in  New  York  to  pay  cash  for  the  goods.  Samples  of  the 
buttons  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices. 

Paper,  No.  17720. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes  that  a  merchant 
in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  various  kinds  of 
writing  paper  in  large  sheets,  of  which  samples  of  the  qualities  and  sizes 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  ICefereuce  Is  giyen. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish  and  quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f. 
Spanish  ports. 

Superphosphates,  17721. — ^The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Spain  who  desires  to  receive 
quotations  for  concentrated  superphosphates  of  40  to  45  or  43  to  48  per  cent. 
He  states  that  be  is  in  a  position  to  place  large  orders  for  this  commodity. 
Prices  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Mediteroinean  Spanish  ports  for  August  and 
September  shipments,  Including  1  per  cent  commission.  Iteferences  are 
given. 

Insulating  material,  17722. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile  reports  that 
a  machine  company  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  tubes  which  are  used 
for  Insulating  purposes.  Sizes  should  be  7,  9,  and  11  millimeters,  outer 
diameter.  A  sample  of  the  tube  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  References  are  given.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  conducted  in  English. 

Bridges,  17723. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  China  has  transmitted  a  copy 
of  specifications  and  blue  prints,  etc.,  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway  bridge  in  his  district.  Tenders  for  the  bridge 
will  be  received  until  September  .5.  1915.  Deliveries  are  to  be  made  in  June 
and  July  of  1916.  The  specifications,  etc.,  will  be  placed  on  exhibition  at 
the  branch  offices. 

Vaih,  17724. — A  firm  in  England  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It 
is  in  the  market  for  rustless  wire  shoe  nails  of  the  following  sizes :  i-incfa,  17 
English  iron  gauge;  l-incli,  16  English  iron  gauge;  }-lnch,  16  English  iron 
gauge ;  i-inch,  15  English  iron  gauge ;  and  1-Inch,  15  English  iron  gauge. 

Motorcycles,  17725. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  obtain  the  agency  for  Norway  and  Sweden  for  the 
sale  of  motorcycles. 

Food  products,  17726. — A  business  man  In  Denmark  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  American  flour,  bacon,  and  lard. 
The  man  states  that  he  is  prepared  to  pay  cash  against  documents  in  the 
foreign  country.    Correspondence  may  be  conducted  in  English. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Fore^  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  maintains  branch  offices  in 
eight  commercial  centers,  where  business  men  may  more  readily  avail  themselves 
of  the  service  of  the  Bureau.  Reserved  addresses  in  connection  with  "  Foreign 
trade  opportunities"  and  all  lists  of  names  offered  in  connection  with  articles 
published  in  Commerce  Repobts  may  be  obtained  from  the  nearest  office  by 
application  in  letter  form.  The  list  of  offices  follows:  New  Tork,  Koom  409, 
United  St^ttes  Cnitomhonse;  Boston,  762  Oliver  Building;  Chicago.  504  Federal 
Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Offlce 
Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020  Hibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United 
States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  822  Alaska  Building.  Under  special  arrangements 
three  commercial  organizations  cooperate  with  the  Bureau  and  perform  the 
same  services  as  branch  offices.  These  organizations  are:  Cleveland,  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  Cinciuuati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  at 
Commerce. 
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PSOFOSAIS  FOB  GOYEBNUENT  SITPFLIES  AND  CONSTBITCTIOir. 

(Correspondence  sbonld  be  direct  with  tbe  oOlces  named,  and  specIficatloDR  can  nsaally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. -In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Srms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  sbould  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  malltDK  lists  of  sucb  offices  to  receive  notices  callt]]« 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  tcork,  No.  2538. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August 
28,  1015.  for  buildings  and  Incinerator  at  tbe  Naval  Disciplinary  Barracks, 
Paris  Island,  Port  Itoyal,  S.  C.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  tbe  above-named  bureau. 

Freight  eleraton,  No.  2539. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Tards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C  until  August 
28,  1915,  for  three  hydropneumatic  freight  elevators,  installed  complete,  at 
the  Naval  Station,  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii.  Plans  and  specification  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Washington  office  or  to  the  commandant 
of  the  naval  station  named. 

Labor  ami  materials,  No.  2540. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  L'nlted  States  Reclamation  Senlcc.  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Septem- 
ber 8, 1915,  for  furnishing  and  erecting  a  steel  bridge  of  three  100-foot  spans 
and  a  structural  steel  movable  crest  with  operating  machinery  for  the 
Vandalia  Dam  of  the  Milk  River  project,  Montana.  For  particulars  ad- 
dress the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Hot-water  piping  si/stcm.  No.  2541. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Burean  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washingtoa,  D.  C,  until 
August  28,  1915,  for  a  hot- water  piping  system.  Naval  Hospital,  Newport, 
R.  I.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  ou  application  to  the 
Washington  office  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Torpedo-boat  piers,  No.  2542. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Deiwrtment,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  September 
18,  1915,  for  constructing  reinforced  concrete  torpedo-boat  piers  at.  the 
naval  station,  Pearl  Harbor,  Hawaii.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  ob- 
taineil  ou  application  to  the  Washington  office  or  to  the  commandant  of  the 
naval  station  named. 

instrument  furniture.  No.  2543. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot.  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
August  1^,  1913,  for  two.  white  enamel  tables  for  Instruments  and  dressings 
and  10  white  eDoiuel  fraioes  and  shelf,  aluminum  top  tables.  E\»r  further 
particulars  address  the  is«dical  depot  above  named. 

Construction  icork.  No.  2544. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Navy 
Departmeut  until  October  6,  1915,  for  the  construction  by  contract  of  6 
torpedo-boat  destroyers.  Circulars  for  the  information  of  bidders  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Navy  Departmeut,  and  plans  and  specifica- 
tions, together  with  forms  of  proposal  and  contract,  will  be  ready  for  dis- 
tribution to  prospective  bidders  after  July  31,  1915. 

Cast-iron  shell,  No.  2545. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  6,  1915,  for 
the  manufacture  of  cast-iron  shell.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  by  addressing  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Wairti- 
Ington,  D.  C. 

Lighting  fixtures.  No  2546. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  in  the  office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  August 
18,  1915,  for  fui'nishing  nud  iustalliug  lighting  fixtures  In  the  United  States 
post  office  at  Berkeley,  Cal.,  and  the  United  States  post  office  at  Denver, 
Colo.,  in  accordance  with  drawings  and  specifications,  copies  of  which  may 
be  bad  on  application  to  the  Washington  office. 

Construction  icork.  No.  2547.— Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  7,  1915,  for  the  construction,  complete  (Including  mechanical 
equipment,  lighting  fi.xtures,  and  approaches),  of  a  oue-story  aud  basement, 
brick,  terra-cotta,  and  stone-faced  bulkliug  for  the  United  States  post  office 
at  Fulton,  Mo.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Fulton  or  at  the  Washington  office. 
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COMHEBCIAL  BELEOATE  FBOH  EVSSIA. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Minister  George  T.  Marye,  Petrograd,  July  27.] 

The  Russian- American  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  sending  to  the 
United  States  Alexander  Behr  as  representative  to  visit  commercial 
industrial  centers.  .  Any  courtesy  will  be  appreciated. 


JTIIT  EXPOETS  FEOM  LOITDON  TO  TTNITED  STATES. 

[Cablegram  from  consulate  general,   London.] 

The  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  general  at  London 
give  the  total  value  of  the  exports  for  the  United  States  during  July 
at  $11,018,895,  against  $11,812,535  for  June.  Items  of  export  for 
the  month  were:  Rubber  $3,951,423,  compared  with  $4,234,337  for 
June;  hides  $689,114,  against  $543,240;  tin  $680,827,  against 
$1,979,837;  and  wool  $370,470,  against  $590,695. 

»  COTTON  SHOETAOE  IN  DENHAEE. 

[The  Manchester    (England)    Guardian,  July   10.] 

Mr.  A.  Knudsen,  the  Danish  Consul  in  Manchester,  has  forwarded 
to  us  a  summary  of  an  interesting  statement  on  the  position  of  the 
Danish  cotton  industry,  as  regards  cotton  yam  shipments,  made  by 
the  Danish  Master  Cotton  Spinners  and  Manufacturers'  Association 
in  Copenhagen  on  July  1.    The  statement  follows : 

At  the  end  of  October  last  the  Danish  cotton  Indastry  induced  the  Danish 
Government  to  Issue  a  law  prohibiting  the  e'^portation  of  cotton  from  Denmark, 
and  this  regulation  was  followed  shortly  afterwards  by  a  prohibition  to  export 
cotton  yam.  The  purpose  of  this  action  was  solely  to  secure  the  iniiwrtation  of 
cotton  and  cotton  yarns  from  England.  Up  to  the  end  of  April.  lOlo,  we  did  not 
experience  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  supply  of  cotton  for  Denmarli,  and  our 
mills  have  been  working  at  full  pressure,  partly  owing  to  very  large  deuunids 
from  the  Danish  Army,  but  more  especially  due  to  the  abst>iice  of  foniicr  for- 
eign competitors.  This  demand  has  been  so  great  that  the  Danish  factories  have 
not  been  able  to  satisfy  it,  and  were  comiwlied  to  order  largely  from  lOuslaiid, 
as  no  other  country  was  in  a  iwsition  to  supply  the  yarn. 

Kegarding  cotton  yanis,  the  Danish  manufacturers  have,  since  tlie  lie.:,'inniiig 
of  the  war,  given  au  undertaking  that  any  yarn  e.\ported  from  England  into  Den- 
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mark  would  be  solely  used  in  tbe  Danish  mills,  and  the  product  made  therefrom 
would  not  be  exported.  The  considerable  increase  of  the  importation  of  cotton 
yarn  from  England  is  accounted  for  by  the  following  facts : 

(1)  The  great  decrease  iu  the  imports  of  finished  goods  from  abroad,  espe- 
cially from  Germany. 

(2)  Under  normal  conditions  the  Danish  weaving  sheds  Import  their  supply 
of  cotton  yams  from  foreign  countries.  Owing  to  the  total  stoppage  from 
Belgium,  France,  Holland,  and  Austria-Hungary,  and  to  the  greatly  restrictetl 
import  from  Germany,  these  weaving  sheds  have  been  compelled  to  replace  their 
supplies  by  yarn  sent  from  England. 

(3)  Tbe  Danish  spinning  mills  have  been  at  a  standstill  for  some  time  during 
the  war. 

(4)  In  the  E^nglish  statements  regarding  the  exports  of  yarn  to  Denmark 
sfiecial  mention  is  made  of  the  month  of  May,  when  the  increase  is  said  to 
have  been  about  200  per  cent.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of 
April  England  stopped  the  supply  of  raw  cotton  to  this  country  entirely,  and 
the  result  was  that  the  weaving  sheds  became  alarmed  and  placed  very  large 
orders  for  yam  in  Blngland  in  order  to  cover  themselves  for  as  long  a  period  as 
possible. 

(5)  There  are  certain  numbers  and  kinds  of  yarn  (doubled)  which  the  Danish 
spinning  mills  have  not  at  all  been  able  to  deliver  during  the  war.  Since  the 
end  of  April,  when  England  issued  a  ban  against  the  export  of  cotton,  no 
import  of  cotton  to  Denmark  has  taken  place,  with  the  exception  of  &  small 
quantity  of  150  bales  released  In  Enghind. 

England's  total  stoppage  of  exportation  of  cotton  to  Denmark  from  the  end  of 
April  has  already  caused  the  largest  spinning  mills  to  close  down,  so  that  about 
800  ( ?)  workmen,  together  with  those  dependent  upon  them,  have  been  thrown 
out  of  work,  and  the  recently  enforced  stoppage  of  British  exports  of  cotton 
yarn  will  further  have  the  effect  of  considerably  limiting  the  working  hours 
of  the  weaving  mills  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  a  fortnight.  If  in  the  near 
future  supplies  of  cotton  and  yarn  are  not  to  be  obtained  in  Denmark,  all  the 
factories  in  the  country  wiU  have  to  stop  running,  and  consequently  there  will 
not  only  be  6,000  cotton  operatives  Idle  but  they  and  their  wives  and  children, 
in  all  about  24,000  persons,  will  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  need.  A  stoppage  of 
the  cotton  Industry  will  also  Indirectly  afTect  the  dependent  industries.  It  is 
therefore  the  hope  of  the  Danish  manufacturers  that  England  at  tbe  earliest 
possible  moment  will  accept  the  guarantees  offered  by  the  Danish  spinners  and 
manufacturers  and  again  allow  Denmark  to  be  supplied  with  cotton  and  cotton 
yarns. 

Mr.  Knudsen  adds  that  at  the  present  moment  there  are  several 
representatives  of  leading  Danish  cotton  manufacturers  in  England 
endeavoring  to  secure  deliveries  of  cotton  yams,  as  the  Danish  cotton- 
spinning  mills  are  stopped  for  want  of  cotton. 


AKZKICAN  EZrOBTS  TO  DEKKAKK. 

American  cotton  cleared  for  export  to  Deimiark  since  January  1, 
1915,  is  reported  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
in  the  following  amounts : 

Bales. 

January,  1015 1. 400 

February,  1915 5, 650 

March,  1915 9, 240 

April,  1915 0 

May,  1915 50 

June,  1915 1, 300 

Total,  6  months , 16, 540 

The  preceding  six  months  showed  a  total  of  19,017. 


Manufactured  ice  in  the  United  States  has  an  annual  value  of 

-$50,000,000. 
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CONSinOHS  ON  AirSTBAIIAir  MARKETS. 

[Sydney  Morniog  Herald.] 

Grocery  houses  are  busy  stocking,  and  little  interest  is  manifested 
in  the  markets.  There  is  a  distinctly  easier  tendency  in  safety 
matches,  and  the  prediction  is  made  that  soon  normal  conditions  will 
prevail ;  that  is,  that  importers  will  be  selling  at  an  advance  of  3  cents 
per  gross  above  the  cost  into  store.  Distributing  rates  are  given  as 
$1,095  per  gross,  with  parcels  available  at  97  cents.  Shipments  of 
Japanese  matches  have  eased  the  market,  and  as  there  are  further 
quantities  due  to  arrive,  the  easiness  will  be  maintained. 

Prices  of  currants  quoted  for  importation  are  (juite  speculative, 
as  the  crops  will  not  be  Imown  until  next  month.  Other  fruits  are 
steady  at  late  rates.  Eastern  goods  are  slow,  but  rates  are  all  firm. 
The  trouble  is  to  obtain  shipments.  Tapioca  is  practically  off  the 
market,  and  none  will  be  available  until  September. 

The  tea  market  was  extremely  firm.  The  first  of  the  new  season's 
Indians  arrived  by  the  last  mail,  and  prices  showed  80  per  cent  in- 
crease on  the  opening  rates  of  last  j'car.  The  trade  rapidly  bought  up 
the  small  invoices  offering,  realizing  that  the  teas  were  compara- 
tively cheap,  as  since  the  opening  of  the  season  there  has  been  a  rise 
of  fully  a  penny  per  pound.  Calcutta  cabled  that  at  the  auction  on 
Tuesday,  Russia  and  London  bought  heavily,  and  there  was  an  ad- 
vance of  a  half  cent  on  the  auction  of  the  previous  week.  Colombo 
advised  a  small  but  distinct  advance  all  round.  The  tea  blenders 
decided  to  advance  prices  another  2  cents  per  pound.  The  rate  is 
now  6  cents  per  pound  higher  than  a  year  ago.  Wholesale  rates  are 
between  10  and  12  cents  more  than.  12  months  ago.  Merchants  were 
eompelled  to  advance  prices  without  notice,  as  they  found  that  the 
retailers  had  been  paying  attention  to  the  heavy  advance  at  the  centers 
of  production,  and  wei^  laying  in  stocks  months  ahead.  The  blenders 
were  thus  either  compelled  to  put  up  prices  or  refuse  business. 

Metals  are  quiet.  As  far  as  import  business  is  concerned,  some 
large  orders  have  been  placed  for  American  steel  at  prices  which 
worked  out  at  20'  per  cent  below  the  landed  cost  of  British  steel. 
The  time  of  delivery  and  freight  happened  to  coincide,  and  thus  a 
favorable  quotation  was  obtained.    Wires  were  dearer. 

The  first  of  the  month  brought  a  little  better  business  in  oils. 
Linseed  oil  was  rather  steadier  on  advice  of  English  quotations. 
Turpentine  continues  easy.  Three  tons  of  red  lead  changed  hands  at 
$204.39.  White  lead  was  steadier.  American  sold  at  $218.99  in  hun- 
dredweight. 

A  cable  received  yesterday  advised  an  advance  in  chemical  freights 
from  Liverpool  of  $1.22  per  ton. 

NEW  SHIPBUIIDINa  PLANT  IN  CAIIFOENIA. 

[From  M.  M.  Jones,  secretary  of  Industrial  Bureau,  Oakland  Chamber  of  Commerce.] 

A  new  dry  dock  and  shipbuilding  plant  is  under  construction  on 
Oakland  Inner  Harbor  by  the  Hanlon  Dry  Dock  &  Shipbuilding 
Co.  It  is  expected  that  the  dock  will  have  a  capacity  of  3,500  tons 
and  elaborate  equipment  for  every  kind  of  shipbuilding  and  ship  re- 
pair work. 

This  wiU  make  the  third  large  shipbuilding  concern  to  establish 
on  Oakland's  Inner  Harbor,  which  is  an  unusually  well  protected 
body  of  water. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


564 


COMMEBCE  BBPOBTS. 


BBITISE  COLinaiA  HDmrO  IIAXES  SOME  FBOOBESS. 

tConsul  General  B.  E.  MansBeld,  Vanconrer,  British  Colambta,  Canada,  July  20.] 

Financial  arrangements  recently  completed  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance  for  the  Dominion,  whereby  checKs  issued,  at  the  Vancouver 
Assay  Office  in  payment  for  gold  are  made  payable  at  par  in  New 
York,  have  resulted  in  imusual  activity  at  the  local  assay  office. 
With  the  Yukon  gold  now  arriving,  the  business  is  growing  steadily, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  all  previous  records  of  deposits  will  be  ex- 
ceeded this  year. 

Tear's  Kecord  in  Canadian  Coal  Production. 

Sales,  shipments,  colliery,  and  other  mine  consumption  and  coking 
production  of  coal  in  Canada  for  1914  amounted  to  13,594,984  short 
tons,  valued  at  $33,433,108,  compared  with  15,012,178  tons,  valued 
at  $37,334,940  in  1913,  a  decrease  of  1,417,194  tons,  or  9.4  per  cent,  in 
quantity  and  of  $3,901,832,  or  10.4  per  cent,  in  value. 

Arbitrary  values  are  assigned  to  coals  of  Nova  Scotia  and  of  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  These  are  rated  as  $2.50  per  long  ton  for  Nova  Scotia 
and  $3.60  per  long  ton  for  British  Columbia.  In  the  other  Provinces 
prices  are  those  returned  by  the  operators.  Distribution  of  produc- 
tion is  as  follows: 


Locations  ot  mines. 

Tons. 

Deeresse. 

Valne. 

7,338,  TTO 

3,687,818 

2,238,339 

333,541 

104,055 

13,443 

«41,2S3 
848,939 
47»,a81 
119,644 
•33,744 
«,27« 

(16,331,228 

Alberts 

9,367,(03 
6,994,810 

British  Columbis 

Ssskatchewsn    .• 

376,438 

New  Brunswick 

260,270 

Yukon 

63,760 

■Incteaae. 

Exports  of  coal  in  1914  amounted  to  1,423,126  tons,  of  a  value  of 
$3,880,175,  compared  with  1,562,020  tons,  of  a  value  of  $3,961,351  in 
1913,  a  falling  off  of  138,894  tons,  or  8.89  per  cent. 

Imports  during  the  year  included  bituminous,  roimd,  and  run  of 
mine,  7,776,415  tons,  valued  at  $14,954,321,  an  average  of  $1.92  a  ton; 
bituminous  slack,  2,509,632  tons,  valued  at  $3,605,253,  an  average  of 
$1.43  per  ton,  and  anthracites,  4,435,010  tons,  valued  at  $21,241,924, 
an  average  of  $4.79  per  ton.  This  gives  a  total  of  14,721,057  tons, 
valued  at  $39,801,498.  Figures  for  these  classes  in  1913  were:  Bitu- 
minous, etc.,  10,743,473  tons,  $21,756,658;  bituminous  slack,  2,816,423 
tons,  $4,157,622;  anthracite,  4,642,057  tons,  $22,034,839;  total,  18,201,- 
953  tons,  $47,949,119.  Decrease  in  imports  of  bituminous  runs  of 
mine  was  2,867,058  tons,  or  27.6  per  cent;  decrease  in  bituminous 
slack,  306,791  tons,  or  10.9  per  cent,  and  in  imports  of  anthracite, 
207,047  tons,  or  4.5  per  cent.  Total  decrease  was  3,480,896  tons,  or 
19.1  per  cent. 

Apparent  consumption  of  coal  was  26,809,778  tons,  as  against  31,- 
582,545  tons  in  1913.  Of  the  1914  consumption  45.4  per  cent  was 
from  Canadian  mines  and  54.6  per  cent  was  importation. 

British  Columbia  ranks  third  in  production,  about  one-sixth  of  the 
coal  produced  in  the  Dominion  being  credited  to  this  Province. 
Molybdenite  Deposits  Near  Vanooaver. 

The  recent  discovery  of  extensive  deposits  of  molybdenite  ore  near 
State  Lake,  British  Columbia,  is  considered  of  much  importance. 
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Molybdenite  is  extensively  used  for  hardening  steel,  and  forms  an 
important  ingredient  in  the  manufacture  of  guns  and  heavy  arma- 
ment. The  output  in  the  past  has  been  practically  controlled  by 
Germany,  as  that  country  nad  the  only  extensive  refining  works. 
The  concentrates  were  treated  by  an  electrical  process,  the  invention 
of  a  German. 

The  greatest  deposits  of  molybdenite  are  found  in  Hungary,  but 
extensive  supply  areas  have  l>een  worked  in  Tasmania  and  New 
Zealand,  from  which  the  concentrates  were  shipped  to  Germany  for 
treatment.  While  it  is  found  throughout  eastern  Canada  in  flakes, 
large  workable  bodies  of  the  ore  were  not  located  in  the  Dominion 
until  recent  years,  when  a  deposit  was  discovered  near  Nelson,  Brit- 
ish Columbia. 

The  ledge  recently  discovered  near  Stave  Lake  is  low  grade,  but 
from  examinations  made  there  appears  to  be  an  extensive  body  of 
the  ore.  It  is  approximately  38  miles  from  the  railroad,  but  20  miles 
of  this  distance  is  navigable,  while  the  Western  Canada  Power  Co. 
already  has  a  railroad  7  miles  long.  The  intervening  distance 
includes  extremely  difficult  country  to  traverse,  along  Stump  Creek 
and  from  the  creek  up  the  steep  sides  of  the  mountain  to  the  deposits. 
This,  however,  it  is  thought,  can  be  overcome  by  the  use  of  an  aerial 
tramway  if  the  values  on  further  examination  prove  to  be  what  the 
outcroppings  seem  to  indicate. 

Trail  Smelter  Enlarged — Increased  Zine  Production. 

Important  additions  and  improvements  are  being  made  in  the  plant 
of  the  Consolidated  Mining  &  Smelting  Co.  at  Trail,  British  Colum- 
bia. About  750  men  are  employed  in  operating  the  company's  works, 
and  the  output  is  between  1,300  and  1,400  tons  of  copper  ore  daily 
and  from  50  to  75  tons  of  refined  lead.  Refiners  for  the  purpose  of 
making  blister  copper  are  being  installed,  and  the  capacity  of  the 
lead  plant  is  being  mcreased  through  the  installation  or  a  lead  stack 
and  cement  bedding  tunnels.  The  company  is  also  experimenting 
with  a  new  process  for  refining  zinc.  There  is  no  other  zinc  refinery 
in  Canada.  The  Consolidated  Mining  &  Smelting  Co.  was  the  first 
concern  to  perfect  the  electrolytic  process  for  the  treatment  of 
copper  ore. 

The  production  of  zinc  ores  has  increased  about  25  per  cent  over 
that  of  last  year  so  far,  and  could  be  still  further  increased  but  for 
the  difficulty  of  finding  a  market.  There  are  no  spelter  works  in 
Canada,  and  American  spelter  works,  being  loaded  up  with  stocks 
of  American  ores,  do  not  wish  to  buy  from  British  Columbia.  The 
ores  and  concentrates  produced  here  carry  considerable  lead,  which  is 
severe  on  the  retorts,  and  so  long  as  cleaner  zinc  ores  are  available 
they  are  naturally  preferred. 

Silver  Outlook  Considered  Good. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  for  the  comparative  inactivity  of  silver- 
lead  mining  in  British  Columbia  at  present  is  the  low  price  of  silver, 
but  authorities  on  the  subject  are  hopeful  as  to  the  outlook  for  this 
metal,  pointing  out  that  Mexico  is  shut  off  from  production  and 
likely  to  be  for  some  time,  and  that  the  estimated  immense  wheat 
crop  reported  from  India  will  absorb  a  large  amount  of  silver  and 
prooably  have  a  stimulating  effect  on  the  market  for  this  metal. 
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PABCEIrPOST  lUFOBTS  OF  FBENCH  INOO-CHIHA. 

[CoDsal  Lawrence  P.  Brlggs,  Saigon,  June  5.1 

Although  nearly  8,000  miles  from  the  nearest  port  of  France, 
French  Indo-China  has  a  remarkably  efficient  and  convenient  parcel- 
post  connection  with  the  mother  country,  and  the  value  of  the  trade 
thus  carried  on  reaches  surprising  proportions. 

The  French  official  in  Saigon,  Hue,  Hanoi,  or  any  other  part  of 
Indo-China  may  and  does,  at  small  expense  for  transportaticMi,  write 
to  his  favorite  I'aris  tailor  or  shoemaker  for  a  suit  of  clothes,  a  dozen 
shirts,  or  a  pair  of  shoes  and  receives  them  by  return  mail,  and  his 
wife  may,  out  of  the  money  she  has  left  from  her  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  shopping,  give  specific  instructions  to  her  Paris  milliner  and 
dressmaker  about  the  purchase  of  materials  and  the  making  of  her 
spring  hat  and  gown  and  rest  assured  that  they  will  arrive  in  time 
for  Easter.  The  value  of  goods  thus  brought  into  French  Indo- 
China  amounts  to  considerably  more  than  1  per  cent  of  the  total 
imports  of  these  possessions. 

The  fii-st  parcel-post  system  between  Indo-China  and  France  was 
established  by  the  decree  of  July  30,  1881.  Since  that  time  the  de- 
velopment of  the  colony  and  the  signing  of  new  conventions  with 
foreign  nations  have  led  to  many  changes  in  weights  and  rates  and 
to  a  greater  radius  of  activity.  The  maximum  weight,  originally 
fixed  at  3  kilos  (kilo=2.2  pounds),  has  been  raised  successfully  to 
5  kilos  in  1892  and  10  kilos  m  1902.  The  C  O.  D.  service  was  estab- 
lished in  1902.  At  the  same  time  rates  have  undergone  several  reduc- 
tions. Tliey  vary  with  each  country  according  to  distance  and  the 
number  of  mtermediate  offices.  French  Indo-China  now  has  parcel- 
post  connections,  not  only  with  the  mother  country,  but  either  direct 
or  through  intermediate  offices,  with  practically  all  the  important 
centers  of  the  world.  It  belongs  to  the  International  Postal  Union, 
and  its  international  service  is  governed  by  the  convention  signed  at 
Rome  in  1906. 

limiting  Dimensions,  Troliibited  Objects,  Methods  of  Sending. 

No  package  will  be  accepted  or  delivered  whose  volume  is  more 
than  55  cubic  decimeters  (nearly  2  cubic  feet)  or  whose  greatest  di- 
mension is  more  than  16  decimeters  (about  59  inches),  except  that 
package  containing  guns  may  have  a  length  of  80  centimeters  (about 
31.5  inches),  and  packages  containing  canes,  umbrellas,  maps,  and 
plans  may  be  120  centimeters  (about  47.2  inches)  long. 

Certain  articles  may  not  be  sent  by  parcels  post.  The  list  of  such 
articles  includes  explosives,  inflammable  and  dangerous  substances, 
acids,  live  animals,  and  letters.  For  the  foreign  service  may  be  added 
articles  whose  importation  or  exportation  is  forbidden  by  law  or 
customs  reguhitions,  money  specie,  and  objects  in  gold,  silver,  and 
precious  metals.  Articles  entering  Indo-China  from  foreign  coun- 
tries are  subject  to  customs  examination  and  duties.  Each  package 
or  group  of  packages  pays  a  stamp  tax  of  10  centimes. 

On  articles  of  declared  value,  subject  to  compensation  if  lost  or 
damaged,  the  rate  varies  with  different  countries.  Such  articles  are 
generally  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  duties  as  letters  of  declared 
value.    Goods  up  to  500  francs  in  value  may  be  sent  C.  O.  D.    In 
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this  case  the  cost,  paid  in  advance,  is  about  20  centimes  per  20  franca 
or  fraction  thereof. 

(Note. — ^A  franc  Is  equiyalent  to  19.3  cents  United  States  currency.  A 
centime  is  one  one-liundredtb  of  a  franc.  A  liilo  is  equivalent  to  about  2.2 
pounds.) 

Interior  Service. 

Every  post  office  in  French  Indo-China  accepts  parcel-post  pack- 
ages. The  rates  from  Saigon  to  interior  points  are  generally  20 
cents  (local  currency)  for  packages  of  less  than  3  kilos,  30  cents 
for  packages  from  3  to  5  kilos.  For  packages  with  a  destination  in 
central  and  upper  Laos  or  on  the  branches  of  the  lower  Mekong  the 
following  supplementary  ta.x  is  payable:  Up  to  3  kilos,  40  cents; 
3  to  5  kilos,  60  cents.  Packages  for  a  destination  in  Tonkin  not 
served  by  regular  transport  service  pay  a  supplementary  tax  of  20 
cents.    All  packages  pay  a  uniform  stamp  tax  of  4  cents. 

For  the  interior  traffic  packages  are  received  (1)  with  declared 
value;  (2)  C.  O.  D.;  and  (3)  with  a  combination  of  the  two.  They 
may  contain  money  specie,  articles  of  gold  and  silver  and  other 
precious  metals.  The  maximum  declaration  of  value  within  the  col- 
ony is  fixed  at  200  piasters.  These  special  packages  pay,  in  addition 
to  the  fees  paid  by  ordinary  packages,  the  following  rates : 

(1)  On  articles  of  declared  value  1  cent  per  5  plasters  or  fraction  thereof. 

(2)  On  C.  O.  I),  packages  the  ordinary  rate  and  rate  for  return  of  money 
(paid  at  point  of  destination). 

(3)  On  combftiatlon  pncl^ages  the  cost  of  sending  articles  of  declared  value 
(paid  at  point  of  departure)  and  the  cost  of  returning  the  money  (paid  at  point 
of  destination). 

(Note. — A  piaster  is  equivalent  to  a  little  less  thnn  50  cents  United  States 
currency.    A  cent  (local  currency)  is  one  oue-hundredtb  of  a  piaster.) 

Service  with  France  and  French  Colonies  and  Fossessiont. 

Parcel-post  trade  with  France,  like  other  mail  traffic  from  Indo- 
China,  is  carried  on  via  Marseille  by  the  mail  steamers  of  the  Mes- 
sageries  Maritimes  Co.  Packages  to  other  parts  of  France  and  to 
Corsica,  Tunis,  Algiers,  and  French  possessions  in  West  Africa  and 
America  are  sent  via  Marseille.  Exchange  of  packages  with  Pondi- 
cherry  and  French  possessions  in  East  Africa  and  Oceania  is  made 
by  direct  French  mail  steamers  to  those  ports  or  by  means  of  inter- 
mediate offices.  The  limiting  weights  are  3,  5,  and  10  kilos  from 
Indo-China  to  France  and  1,  5,  and  10  kilos  from  France  to  Indo- 
China.  The  rate  froin  Saigon  to  Marseille  on  packages  of  3  or  5 
kilos  is  2.50  francs ;  to  other  French  possessions  the  rate  varies  from 
2  francs  to  Pondicherry  to  5.50  francs  to  Martinique,  Guadeloupe, 
and  French  Guiana.  For  packages  of  10  kilos  the  rates  are  doubled. 
Most  of  the  parcel-post  traffic  is  from  the  mother  coimtry  to  the 
colony,  and  because  of  the  many  small  packages  there  has  been 
established  a  special  rate  of  2.25  francs  for  1  kilo.  Articles  from  1 
to  5  kilos  pay  2.75  francs;  from  5  to  10  kilos,  4.6  francs.  The 
C.  O.  T>.  rates  are  20  centimes  per  300  francs  or  fraction  thereof — 
about  equal  to  the  cost  of  returning  the  money. 
Service  with  the  TTnlted  States. 

The  French  maintainparcels-post  communications  between  French 
Indo-China  and  the  United  States  via  Marseille  and  the  mail- 
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steamers  of  the  French  ligne  d'Extreme-Orient.    The  rates  are  as 

follows: 

(a)  For  New  York.  Brooklyn,  Hoboken,  and  Jersey  City:  Pnu^cs. 

To  and  including  1.36  kilos •* 

From  1.36  to  3  kilos : 5.25 

From  3  to  5  kilos 6. 15 

(b)  For  other  parts  of  the  United  States  (exclusive  of  Alaska)  an  addi- 
tional snm  of  1.25  francs  must  be  paid  on  each  lockage. 

On  packages  sent  C.  O.  D.  the  additional  charge  is  20  centimes 
per  20  francs  or  fraction  thereof.  For  articles  of  declared  value,  a 
sum  of  55  centimes  per  300  francs  or  fraction  thereof  niust  be  paid. 
In  either  case,  the  maximum  responsibility  accepted  by  the  postal 
authorities  is  500  francs. 

Packages  may  also  be  sent  from  New  York  and  other  American 

Sorts  to  Havre  and  other  French  ports  and  thence  to  Saigon  via 
[arseille.  Packages  are  sometimes  sent  by  express  from  New  York 
to  Liverpool  or  some  other  European  port  and  thence  by  parcel  post. 
These  routes  sometimes  save  time,  but  the  rates  are  considerably 
higher  than  by  the  New  York-Marseille  route.  In  the  same  way  the 
Pacific  ports  of  America  may  exchange  goods  with  Indo-China  via 
Hongkong.  The  rates  between  Saigon  and  Hongkong  are  50  cents 
(local  currency)  for  packages  up  to  3  kilos  and  75  cents  (local  cur- 
rency) for  packages  of  3  to  5  kilos, 
new  Parcel-Post  Connections  with  Hanlla. 

In  April,  1915,  parcel-post  service  was  established  between  Saigon 
and  Manila  and  other  ports  in  the  Philippines  for  packages  up  to  5 
kilos.  On  such  packages,  a  rate  of  1.75  francs,  if  paid  in  advance,  or 
2  francs  C.  O.  D.,  has  been  established.  There  are  no  direct  mail 
lines  between  Saigon  and  Manila,  but  during  a  large  part  of  the 
present  year  cargo  boats  have  been  coming  here  from  Manila  and 
Cebu  for  rice  at  the  rate,  sometimes,  of  one  or  two  a  week.  These 
boats  are  used  to  earn'  mail.  When  there  are  no  such  boats,  mail  is 
sent  and  received  via  Hongkong.  The  postal  authorities  guarantee  at 
least  monthly  service  for  this  new  parcels-post  branch. 
Commerce  by  parcel  post 

The  parcel-post  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment. In  Saigon  it  occupies  a  separate  building  oa  the  same 
grounds  as  the  central  post  office,  and  a  considerable  staflf  of  French 
and  native  employees  are  engaged  in  this  service. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  total  value  of  trade  carried  on  by 
parcel  post  because  no  record  is  kept  of  the  value  of  goods  exported 
except  those  sent  C.  O.  D.  or  with  value  declared.  The  value  of  im- 
ports during  1914  amounted  to  about  $476,000  (United  States  cur- 
rency). 

(1)  The  principal  class  of  goods  imported  was  lingerie  and  cloth' 
ing.  These  importations  amounted  to  about  $340,000,  of  which  about 
$280,000  came  from  the  mother  country.  The  chief  foreign  item  of 
this  class  was  about  $4,600  worth  of  silk  goods  from  China.  (2)  The 
second  class  of  goods  transported  by  parcel  post  was  works  in  metal. 
The  importation  of  these  articles  amounted  to  about  $48,000,  of 
which  the  chief  item  was  about  $31,000  worth  of  watches  and  clocks 
from  Switzerland.     (3)  Leather  and  leather  goods  amounted  to 
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$19,800.  Of  this  amount  $17,000  worth  of  shoes  came  from  the 
mother  country.  (4)  Toys  and  notions  amounted  to  $17,000.  (5) 
Paper  and  paper  goods — about  equally  divided  between  French  bool^ 
and  other  paper  articles — to  $13,000.  (6)  Chemicals — chiefly  mor- 
phine-;-to  $11,200.  (7)  Pepper — mainly  from  Singapore— to  $8,600. 
(8^  Rifles  and  revolvers  from  France  divided  about  $5,800. 
(9)  Straw  and  reed  hats  from  the  mother  country  amounted  to 
$5,700.  (10)  Meats  and  animal  products — including  about  $1,500 
worth  of  edible  swallow's  nests  from  Hongkong  and  China — 
amounted  to  $3,600.  (11)  Tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes  amounted 
to  over  $1,300.  These  came  chiefly  from  the  mother  country  and 
Algeria,  but  America  appears  here  with  $240  worth  of  Havana  cigars. 
Other  articles  arriving  from  the  mother  country  were :  Electric  bulbs, 
$1,200;  pottery,  $800;  musical  instruments,  $600;  tea,  $460;  and 
candy,  sugared  biscuits,  and  candied  preserves,  $450. 

The  value  of  articles  imported  from  foreign  countries  by  parcel 
post  amounted  to  over  $110,000.  Switzerland,  Japan,  China,  Singa- 
pore, and  Hongkong  were  the  principal  nations  to  contribute  to  this 
trade. 

Although  conditions  were  considerably  below  normal  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  and  many  of  the  French  inhabitants  were  re- 
turning to  the  mother  country,  the  parcel-post  commerce  continued 
to  increase.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  population  has  not  yet 
reached  a  full  realization  of  the  value  of  this  method  of  transpor- 
tation. 

DEVICE  FOB  COMFUTHra  VALITES  OF  TUNGSTEN  LAMPS. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  change  in  the  voltage  applied  to  the  termi- 
nals of  an  incandescent  lamp  changes  the  candlepower,  current,  and  in 
consequence  the  wattage  (watts=voltsXamperes)  and  the  watts  per 
candle.  If  these  changes  are  followed  from  point  to  point,  relations 
among  the  variables  may  be  found  and  plotted  as  characteristic 
curves.  The  equations  of  these  characteristic  curves  for  tungsten 
lamps  have  been  found  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of 
Commerce,  and  a  tipecial  application  of  these  equations  has  been 
made  in  a  device  which  gives  a  solution  of  problems  involving  volt- 
age, candlepower,  and  watts  per  candle. 

In  this  device  the  volt  scale  is  movable,  and,  by  setting  it  to  the 
other  scales  at  a  point  corresponding  to  the  obser\'ed  watts  per  candle, 
values  of  per  cent  candlepower  and  of  actual  watts  per  candle  may 
be  read  directly  from  the  proper  scales,  or  the  converse  problems  may 
be  solved.  Use  of  this  device  results  in  a  decided  saving  of  time 
when  compared  with  other  methods  of  characteristic  evaluation.  In 
connection  with  the  device  are  given  tables  of  values  used  in  its  con- 
struction and  practical  exami)les  illustrating  scale  settings. 

The  report  upon  this  subject,  just  issued,  has  been  designated 
Scientific  Paper  No.  253,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  without  charge 
upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Stantlards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


American  patent  medicines,  fancy  soaps,  and  perfumeries  should 
show  an  increase  of  imports  into  Japan.  This  information  was 
gathered  from  merchants  at  Kobe  by  Consul  West. 
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SILESIAN  COHUEBCIAI  AHD  IHSTTSTKIAL  NOTES. 

[Consul  Harry  O.  Beltxer,  Breslaa,  Germany,  July  7.1 
New  Wall-Paper  Patterns  Withheld. 

In  a  recent  session  of  wall-paper  manufacturers  and  dealers  it  was 
decided,  in  view  of  war  conditions,  to  withhold  the  production  of 
new  patterns.  Prices  remain  the  same.  Trade  centers  declare  that 
wall-paper  production  the  past  year  amounted  to  about  33^  per  cent 
of  the  normal  output. 
Bednced  Dividends  in  Mining  Industry. 

The  board  of  control  of  the  Kattowitzer  A.  G.  of  mining  and  fur- 
nace industries  in  Upper.  Silesia  will  recommend  a  dividend  of  8 
per  cent  on  all  paid-up  capital  stock  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1915.  The  general  assembly  of  the  corporation  will  convene  July  31. 
The  total  paid-up  capital  stock  is  now  39,000,000  marks  ($9,282,000). 
In  last  year's  session  a  dividend  of  13  per  cent  was  distributed  on  the 
old  capital  stock  of  30,000,000  marks  ($7,140,000)  and  a  dividend  of 
64  per  cent  on  the  new  capital  stock  of  9,000,000  marks  ($2,142,000). 
The  production  of  coal  during  the  year  amounted  to  about  70  to  75 
per  cent  of  normal. 
Increasing  Prices  of  Alcohol  in  Breslaa. 

On  July  5  the  Spirituszentrale,  in  Berlin,  fixed  the  sale  price  of 
pure  alcohol  at  100  marks  per  hectoliter  (90  cents  per  gallon)  f .  o.  b. 
Breslau.  In  addition  to  tnis  price  there  is  also  a  consumer's  tax  of 
125  marks  per  hectoliter  ($1,125  per  gallon). 

Potatoes  Planted  on  Greatly  Increased  Areas. 

Silesian  new  potatoes  are  selling  at  9.50  to  10  marks  ($2.26  to 
$2.38)  per  hundredweight.  New  potatoes  from  Holland  are  selling 
at  11  marks  ($2.62)  per  himdredweight.  Potatoes  have  been  planted 
on  enormously  increased  areas  in  this  district. 

steady  Bise  in  Leather  Prices  Expected. 

The  critical  situation  in  the  hide  and  leather  market  has  not 
improved.  Repeated  representation  to  the  raw  material  section  of 
the  war  ministry,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Imperial  Union  of  German 
Leather  Dealers  and  of  the  Raw  Hide  Association,  have  been  un- 
availing. It  is,  therefore,  only  reasonable  to  expect  a  steady  rise  in 
prices. 
Oerman  Plan  for  International  Fashions. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Berlin  Merchants'  Union,  to  which 
other  merchants  interested  in  women's  fashions  were  invited,  the 
formation  of  a  union  for  the  creation  in  Germany  of  international 
styles  was  discussed.  One  manufacturer  said  it  seemed  quite  possible 
to  produce  fashion  creations  in  Germany  with  German  materials 
which  would  find  appreciation  not  only  in  Germany  but  also  abroad. 
Xnmber  for  Bebnilding  East  Pmuia. 

It  has  b«;en  estimated  by  a  leading  lumber  journal  that  the  value 
of  lumber  and  wood  of  all  descriptions  required  for  the  rebuilding 
of  East  Prussia  will  amount  approximately  to  50,000,000  marks 
($11,900,000).  It  is  impossible  for  East  Prussian  manufacturers  to 
produce  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  this  demand,  but  it  is  stated 
that  large  quantities  from  Silesia,  Saxony,  Hanover,  and  the  Rhine 
Piovinces  are  now  ready  for  shipment. 
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Flax  Spinners  Lack  Sufficient  Raw  Katerial. 

Flax  spinners  are  well  employed,  and  only  the  lack  of  sufficient 
quantities  of  raw  material  prevents  their  working  at  normal  capacity. 
Business  in  the  entire  linen  industry  is  very  active.  The  weavers 
still  have  large  Government  orders,  and  the  pressure  for  ordinary 
stock  from  both  wholesalers  and  retailers  is  very  strong.  Prices  are 
rising,  with  no  immediate  prospect  of  relief.  Since  many  weavers 
have  found  it  impossible  to  manufacture  linen  goods  at  a  profit,  on 
account  of  the  rising  cost  of  production,  they  have  resorted  to  re- 
stricted output  until  better  sales  prices  are  possible. 


BTTSINESS  EXPANSION  IN  WESTEBN  CANADA. 

[Consnl  General  R.  E.  MansSeld,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  July  23.] 
Ocean  Falls  Pulp  Plant  to  Kesnme  Operations. 

Plans  are  being  completed  in  Vancouver  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  Ocean  Falls  Pulp  &  Paper  Co.  and  for  putting  the  plant,  which 
is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  modern  pulp  mills  on  the  coast,  into 
operation.  Representatives  of  the  Fleishhacker  &  Johnson  Co.,  of 
San  Francisco,  which  acquired  control  of  the  property  some  time  ago, 
annoimce  that  operations  will  be  resumed  in  the  near  future. 

As  a  result  of  conditions  created  by  the.  European  war  and  the  de- 
mand for  pulp  and  paper,  it  is  proposed  to  start  the  Ocean  Falls 
plant  working  night  and  day  to  its  capacity,  and  also  to  increase  the 
plant  and  install  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  the  dry  pulp  into 
news  print.  With  deep  water  right  up  to  the  mill  wharf  at  Ocean 
Falls  it  will  be  possible  for  ocean  freighters  of  the  largest  capacity 
to  load  cargoes  for  shipment  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  With  an  in- 
creasing demand  for  the  product  and  an  almost  unlimited  supply  of 
raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of  wood  pulp,  there  is  every  pros- 
pect that  the  reorganized  Ocean  Falls  Co.  will  become  one  oi  the 
important  industrial  concerns  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Drebcr,  Toronto,  Ontario,  July  27.] 

Toronto  Company  to  Open  Branch  In  Saskatchewan. 

The  Eobert  Simpson  Co.,  which  has  for  many  years  successfully 
conducted  a  large  department  store  in  Toronto  and  which  has  done  a 
considerable  mail-order  business  from  this  city  with  the  western  part 
of  the  Dominion,  has  decided  to  erect  in  Regina,  Saskatchewan,  a 
$150,000  building  in  which  to  carry  on  its  mail-order  business  in  the 
West.  The  selection  of  Regina  as  a  distributing  point  was  made  on 
the  report  of  a  representative  of  the  company,  who  visited  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  that  part  of  the  Dominion  to  decide  which  one  ottered 
the  best  advantages. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  July  20.] 
Hew  Calgary  Companies. 

Three  concerns — ^an  oil,  a  colonization,  and  an  amusement  com- 

{)any,  respectively — ^have  been  incorporated  in  Calgary  within  the 
ast  few  days,  according  to  the  current  issue  of  the  Alberta  Gazette. 
They  are  the  Alberta- Southern  Oil  Co.  (Ltd.),  $500,000;  American 
C6l6nization  Co.  (Ltd.),  $20,000;  L^ric  Amusement  Co.  (Ltd.), 
$10,000. 
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BBITISH  TRADE  FOB  HALF  TEAB. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  June  15.1 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  and  decreases  of  the  ex- 
ports of  the  United  Kingdom  classified  for  the  six  monthii  ending 
June,  1916 : 

Increase  (  +  )  or 
decrease  (  — )  In 

1015  as  com- 
pared with  1914. 

Food,  drink,  and  tobacco — $10,  514, 871 

Raw  materials  aud  articles  mainly  unmanufactured —  43,337,131 

Articles  wholly  or  mainly  manufactured —299,068,494 

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified  (Including  parcel  post) +    3,336,817 

Total —349,  583, 679 

The  imports  for  the  half  year  show  an  increase  of  14.15  per  cent, 
the  exports  a  decrease  of  28.12  per  cent,  and  the  reexports  a  decrease 
of  13.41  per  cent,  as  under — 

Imports,  six  months,  1915 $2, 088,  233, 862 

Increase  on  six  months,  1914 258. 901, 635 

Exports,  six  months,  1915 893.600,784 

Decrease  on  six  mouths,  1914 349,583,679 

Reexports,  six  months,  1915 249,763,477 

Decrease  on  six  months,  1914 38, 706, 202 

The  imports  of  bullion  during  the  six  months  amounted  to  $54,- 
920,525,  compared  with  $169,816,435  for  the  corresponding  period  of 
1914,  while  the  exports  of  bullion  were  $47,744,808  against  $144,- 
915,814  in  the  first  naif  of  last  year. 
Itemt  of  Export 

Some  significant  articles  of  export  during  the  half  year  are  listed 
as  follows  (1  cwt.  =112  poimds;  1  cental  =100  pounds) : 

Export*  of  produce  and  mamrfactvre$  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


Six  months  ended  June 

Six  months  ended  Tuna 

30- 

3(>- 

19U 

191S 

1914 

1915 

Halt cwts.. 

lis, 333 

714,290 

Lead  and  manufactures  of  : 

aeoned  and  milled 

Sweden tons.. 

•m 

817 

rice do.... 

282,980 

688,456 

Total do.... 

22,489 

20,200 

Wheat  Boor do.... 

679, 109 

917,385 

Tin do.... 

6,106 

7,<S7 

Meat do.... 

147,329 

146,412 

Hardware: 

l«rd do 

2,88S 

8,141 

Sweden cwt.. 

1,346 

1,641 

Renned  coconut  oil.  do. . . . 

30,$ei 

06,338 

Norway do 

810 

2,198 

Beflned    cottonseed    oil 

Uaobine  tools tons. . 

8,687 

4!8»1 

tons.. 

15,409 

17,483 

BeBned  palm  oil. .  .cwts. . 

9,329 

20,699 

Cotton  yam,  gray: 

Coal: 

Sweden Ilw.. 

740,200 

1,804,500 

Denmarlc tons.. 

1,380,551 

1,537,240 

Norway do 

1,296,500 

2,072,600 

Sweden do 

1,800,093 

1,028,088 

Denmark do 

438,000 

1,334,200 

Norway do — 

Melberlands..  .do... 

1,247,501 

1,359,295 

Netherlands... do.... 

21,949,300 

31,222,600 

872,695 

762,200 

Turkey do 

2,604,700 

214,600 

Copper,  unwrougbt: 

Netberlands...do 

402 

06 

Cotton  yam,  bleached: 

France do 

3,032 

2,081 

Sweden lbs. 

24,000 

55,100 

Copper,  unwrought: 

Italy tons.. 

Norway do 

48,600 

101,700 

310 

48 

Denmark .do.... 

180,600 

168,200 

Brjtlsh  Indies. .do.... 

210 

197 

Netherlands  ...do.... 

992,900 

196,100 

Otber  countries  do.... 

£81 

328 

Turkey do.... 

2,348,600 

io,m 

Copper,  manuiactures  of: 
Sweden tons.. 

133 

105 

Cotton  piece  goods,  gray: 

Denmark .yaa.. 

Netherlands. ..do.... 

Norway do 

48 

>  317 

3,214,500 

4,133,000 

Turkey do.... 

<S1 

8 

39.013,400 

U,  473, 900 

Total do.... 

11,491 

7,726 

Turkey do.... 

47,607,000 

483,100 
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Export*  of  produce  cmd  manufaeturu  of  (he  United  Kingdom — Continued. 


Six  months  ended 

Six  months  ended 

June  30— 

June  30- 

MM 

1915 

1914 

1815 

Cotton    piece    goods, 

Cotton,  flags  and  hand- 

bleached: 

kerchiefs    not  in    the 

Denmark vds.. 

Netherlands  ...do.... 

t,31i,6M 

6,660,500 

piece.    Other  sorts: 

4,S54,300 

7,138.000 

Netherlands .yds. . 

Turkey do.... 

322,700 

1,062,400 

Ttirkey do.... 

70,705,900 

834,300 

2,298,300 

81300 

Cotton  piece  goods, 

Worsted  yam: 

printed: 

Sweden tin.. 

496,300 

337,700 

Denmark .yds. . 

Netherlands... do.... 

1,32I,N)0 

2,330.100 

Norway do 

598,600 

306,400 

2,390,300 

3,836,000 

Denmark do 

1,131,700 

590,900 

Ttirkey do 

61,413,300 

590,300 

Netherlands... do.... 

340,900 

347,500 

Cotton  piece  goods,  dyed: 

United  States. .do.... 

1,122,700 

409,200 

3,571,503 

3,864,000 

Woolen  tissues: 

Netherlands...  do.... 

0, 403, 800 

6,886,800 

Sweden do 

112,900 

95,900 

Turkey do 

Cotton,  colnced: 

30,706,300 

533,900 

Norway do 

113,100 

156,900 

Denmark do 

467,500 

585,600 

Denmark do 

221,800 

287,600 

Netherlands . .  .do 

1,924,300 

1,190,000 

Netherlands... do.... 

313,300 

396,900 

Turkey do 

United  States.. do.... 

1,439,800 

8,100 

Tnrkey do 

cotton    piece   goods   ot 

4,403,000 

77,100 

4,241,400 

2,087,100 

Total do.... 

48,645,100 

43,485,500 

dyed  yam: 

Worsted  tissues: 

Denmark .yds.. 

Netherlands . .  .do. . . . 

3,783,300 

4. 151, COO 

Sweden do.... 

173,700 

125,300 

6,716,100 

7,283,300 

Norway do.... 

83,900 

111,200 

Turkey do.... 

41.310,000 

610,600 

Denmark do 

145,300 

209,000 

Cotton  flags  and  handker- 

Netherlands. .  .do 

137,200 

291,000 

chiefs  not  in  the  piece. 

Turkey do.... 

United  States. .do.... 

1,252,800 

4,300 

printed: 

16.848,600 

10,818,000 

Denmark yds.. 

Netheriands...do.... 

283,200 

440,700 

Total do.... 

38,343,000 

29,168,600 

135,200 

209,800 

CaroBts  and  rugs: 

TJnited    States,     sq. 

Turkey do.... 

2,318,300 

29,700 

Cotton  flags  and  handker- 

yds „.. 

234,700 

237,200 

cbieCs  not  in  the  piece, 

Total sq.yds.. 

3,838,100 

2,330,300 

other    sorts,  to    Den- 

Boots and  shoes: 

mark yds.. 

444,600 

206,000 

Netherlands,  dot.pr3.. 

33,430 

37,463 

The  Keexport  Tiade. 

Export*  of  foreign  and  colonial  merchanditefrom  the  United  Kingdom. 


Wheat  flour cwt. . 

Cora do... 

Rice:  toCuba do... 

A.pples do... 

liira do... 

Coconut  oil,  reflned.tons. . 

Cottonseed  on dj. . . 

Cinnamon lbs. . 

Pepper do... 

Other  spices do. . . 

Onions bush.. 

Cocoa lbs.. 

Coflee: 

Sweden cwt.. 

Netherlands lbs. . 

Tea do.. 

Tobacco,  raw do.. 

Tobacco,    manufactured 

lbs.. 

Cotton: 

Sweden centals. . 


Six  months  ended 
June  30— 


1914 


111.899 

369,375 

475,92s 

35,M3 

111,596 

2,976 

199 

220.026 

3,94S,110 

2,635,573 

278,799 

8,13S,52S 

11,195 

87, 159 
6,661,765 
2,000,047 

191,725 

18,642 


1915 


300,896 
2,639,7S4 
857,633 
82.264 
116,264  I 
27,53'! 
7,520 
7S9,912 
10,566,578  I 
5, 236,953  I 
373, 125  i 
27,695,S)3j 

24,714 

2)i9, 179 

29,9fi«,213 

4,S04,3S0 


Cotton — rantinued. 

Netherlands  ...do... 

Total do... 

Wool: 

Netherlands lbs. 

United  Slates. ...do. 


Six  months  ended 
June  30— 


1814 


17,785 
1,355,067 

5,270,579 
64,826,846 


Total do..  243,252,673 


Rcflned  coconut  oil .  cwt . 
Petroleum: 

LAmp g^lls. 

Motor  spirit do. 

Lubricating  oils do. 


Total  ot  petro- 
leum  


.do. 


406,420  'i  Ro<iin cwt 

■  Bristles lbs.. 

142, 543     Rubber centals 

Ii 


7,375 

236,840 
116,499 
515,252 


1,710,633 

54.162 

1,070,583 

654,9!>7 


1915 


299,628 
2,001,480 

668,847 
40,351,250 


60,3)4,787 


79,695 

2,955,458 
3,048,145 
1,177,933 


7,654,071 

193,005 

1,29'.),  707 

too,  694 


British  Coal  Trade. 

•    The  following  comparative  figures  show  the  effect  of  the  order 
prohibiting  the  export  of  coal  (including  anthracite  and  steam,  gas, 
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household,  and  all  other  kinds  of  coal)  and  coke  which  came  into 
force  on  May  13,  1915: 


Country. 


Russia 

Sweden  

Norway 

Denmark 

(Jerniany 

Netbcrlands 

Belgium 

Franco 

Poriugal,    Azores, 

and  Madeira. ... 
Spain  and  Canaries 

Italy 

Auiitria-llimgary  . . 

Greece 

Roumania 

Turliey 

Algeria 

Toriupuese  West 

Africa 

Chile 

Brazil 

Uruguay  


SU  months  ended  June  30— 


1913 


Tons. 
2,144,328 
2,09.-*,G49 


1914 


I91S 


Tons.         Tom. 

2,009,7S9i         19,420 

l,SO0,O93l  l,G2S,0lvS 


l!l77!903    li247[50li  l|359;29.) 


1,461,501 
4,285,03.1 
1,027,081 
1,071,502 
6,419,070 

71B,40S 

1,910,152 

4, 708. 188 

574,384 

323,058 

70,144 

71,  797 

671,  401 

139,131 

364,772 

1,021,774 

359,679 


1,3*9,551    1,537,240 

4,202,051' 

»72,528i       762,209 

8*0.306: 

6,  SIS  125    8,400,758 

650,349  533,4.52 
1,7.56,681  1,046,031 
4,633,077:  3,068,374 

462, 164; 


374, 132l 
1.56,720; 
309,307 
610,528 

97,993 
302,205 
727,128 
3«),60S 


219, 489 


6,557 
526,495 

112,784 

35,430 

.341,270 

204,092 


Country. 


Arpentlne  Republici 

Channel  Islands 

Oibraltar 

MalU 

£pypl  (including 
Anglo-Egpylian 
Sudan)  ... ." 

Aden  and  depen- 
dencies   

Brilish  India 

Ceylon 

Other  countries 

Total: 

Anthracite 

Steam 

Gas 

Household 

Other  sorts 


Six  months  ended  Jtue  30- 


1913  1914 


Coke  , 


Total 35,520.235 

499,670 


Tom. 

1,807,301 

70,591 

187, 787 

376,501 


1,513,311 

72.S35 
105,569 
127,688 
646,655 


1.407.097 

26.  aw,  245 

5, 510, 408 

855,375 

1,719.110 


Tom. 

1,825,940 

76,853 

170,629 

242,65' 


1,636,842 

85,569 
110,801! 
172,695 
673,457 


1,360,242 

25,094,812 

5, 739,!^  45 

742, 440 

1,649,599 


34,586,938 
517,609 


1915 


Tom. 
958,072 

61,117 
190,066 

88,276 


685,796 

89,179 

12,160 

31,990 

357,970 


1.014.66S 
16,372.730 

3,613,003 
512,445 
819, 744 


22, 132, 500 
419,709 


Britith  Wool  Trade. 


The  exportation  of  wool  and  woolen  goods,  except  under  licenses 
which  are  obtained  with  great  difficulty,  is  prohibited  to  all  destina- 
tions abroad  other  than  British  possessions  and  protectorates,  and 
the  effect  of  this  prohibition  may  oe  seen  from  the  following  tables : 


EXPORTS. 


Sheep's  or  lambs' 

Six  months  ended  June  30— 

Sheep's  or  Iambs' 
wooL 

Six  montbs  ended  June  30— 

wool. 

1«13 

M14 

1915 

1913 

UM 

1915 

Poundi. 

1,636,000 

3,150,000 

597,300 

347,600 

311,000 

Pounit. 
4,566,000 
2,267,700 
1,107,100 
531,900 
404,400 

Pound*. 
213,100 

United  states.... 
Canada  

Pound*. 
4,276,60} 
1,198,300 
1,558,800 

Pound*. 

12,388,200 

884,700 

1,776,700 

Pound*. 
«,  296, 300 
1,726,300 
1,028,100 

Germany 

Netherlands 

47,200 

"ioi.m 

Other  countries.. 
Total 

13,075,600 

23,9M,700 

9,911,900 

REEXPORTS. 


Bbeep's  or  lamb's 
wool. 


Six  months  ended  June  30— 


1913 


1914 


1915 


Sheep's  or  lamb's 
wool. 


Six  mmths  ended  June  30— 


1913 


1914 


19U 


Germany . . . 

Netherluids 

Belgium 

France 


Lb». 

54,733,459 

3,597,183 

35,344,278 

47,608,440 


Lb*. 
79, 624, 483 
6, 270, 579 
44, 075, 788 
46,441,730 


Lb*. 


568,847 
i2,'364,'365 


United  States.... 
Other  coimtries.. 


Lbt. 
24,908,240 
3,604,371 


64,828,846140, 
3,023,247 


Us. 
354,290 

7;  057, 325 


Total. 


189,855,977 


243,282,67360,344,787 


Declared  Exports  to  the  Vnited  States. 

The  total  amount  of  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from 
the  consular  district  of  London  amounted  during  the  month  of 
June,  1915,  to  $11,812,535,  as  against  $13,194,559  in  May,  and  $13,- 
406,231  in  April.  The  total  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  amounted 
to  $70,616,024,  as  against  $65,877,681  in  the  first  half  of  1914. 
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The  value  of  the  principal  exports  included  in  the  foregoing  dur- 
ing the  first  six  months  of  1915,  as  compared  with  the  first  six 
months  of  1914,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


19U 


1914 


Articles. 


1915 


1914 


Rubber.crnde.snd  milk  of 
Tin,  bars,  blocks,  pigs  ... 

Tea 

Precious  stones 

Bristles,  sorted 

Paper  stock , 

Hlce. ' 

Woolens,  cloths,  etc 

Woolens,  wearing  apparel. 

Beer  and  ale 

Indigo,  natural 

Glycerin 

Hoosebold  effects 

Ostrich  (eatbeu 

Wool 

Hides 

Fur  skins 

Art:  Antiques,  paintings, 
etchings 


133,508,251 

6,285, £02 

1, £07, 059 

3,470,107 

379,768 

192,758 

74S.401 

737,147 

151,  S«o 

227,601 

2a'>,126 

607. 4,S2 

172.5*3 

745.035 

5,013.100 

2,821,535 

1,098,702 

1,758,041 


118,172,348 
7,065,100 
1,091,103 

3,  sag, 858 

7a';,s30 

335,599 
l.''.0.216 
820,497 
30.1, 3S1 
294. 405 
3,094 
32S, 7J4 
272,263 


2,8M,270 


I 


Cocoi  

302,996 

Hats,  of  straw,  chip,  etc. . 
Sausage  casing 

186,952 
543.673 

Oilcloth,  inlaid 

207,607 

riuinbago 

202,993 
310, 494 
l.W.OfiS 
.547,  .570 

M.  O.  P.  Shells 

Pickles  and  sau<^cs 

nooks  (Sch.  1785) 

Gin 

i:C2,S93 

Leather: 

Skins  for  Morocco 

Tanned     skins      all 
other  (Sch.  449) 

Hemp,  unmanufactured.. 

Creosote  oil 

241,017 

300.316 

227,651 

1,391,6!J6 

Chemical        compounds 
(Sch.  1009)  

14^.217 

Ivory 

2r>0,267 

1«3,240 


Foreign  Trade  for  June,  1915. 

Imports,  June,  1915 $370, 39S.000 

Increase  on  June,  1914 80,799.  r»05 

Exports,  June,  1915 161,731,158 

Decrease  on  June,  1914 32,310,079 

Reexports,  June,  1915 45,  503, 425 

Increase  on  June,  1914 2,904,838 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  June  still  showed  a 
distinct  improvement,  the  imports  being  the  largest  recorded,  the 
highest  previous  monthly  total  having  been  $360,422,723  in  December, 
1912,  or  $9,975,337  less  than  the  present  figures.  There  was  also  an 
increase  in  the  reexports  of  $2,904,838,  as  compared  with  a  decrease 
of  $623,885  in  the  previous  month,  and  on  balance  the  total  foreign 
trade  in  June  was  nearly  $58,398,000  greater  in  value  than  in  the 
corresponding  month  of  1914.  The  following  table  shows  the  per- 
centage changes  month  by  month  in  1915,  the  comparison  being  with 
the  same  months  of  last  year: 


Hontb, 


Imports, 
increase  or 
decrease. 


Exports, 
decrease. 


Reexports, 
decrease. 


Jantiary.. 
Febmary 
ICarcb... 
AprU.... 

May 

June 


Percent. 
—  0.88 
+  S.18 
+12.91 
-1-19.55 
•1-21.22 
-l-%.«0 


PereetU. 
41.00 
30.55 
32.21 
19.46 
20.05 
16. 6S 


Percent. 
29.3 
33.4 
15.4 
7.71 
1.23 
(.81 


Of  the  reexports,  Holland  and  Sweden  each  took  about  five  times 
as  much  cotton  as  in  June,  1914,  and  during  the  past  half-year  Swe- 
den received  142,543  centals  and  Holland  259,628  centals  of  cotton, 
against  18,642  centals  and  17,785  centals,  respectively,  in  the  same 
period  of  1914. 

Changes  in  Imports. 

Of  the  total  advance  in  the  June  imports,  about  three-fifths  rep- 
resent foodstuffs,  which  have  increased  $50,511,024  in  value.    A  large 
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proportion  of  this  increase  is  diie  to  higher  prices,  especially  of  wheat, 
meat,  and  sugar.  Larger  quantities  of  wheat,  oats,  bacon,  hams, 
cheese,  tobacco,  etc.,  were  received  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
Argentine  contributed  larger  shipments  of  wheat,  com,  frozen  beef, 
and  mutton.  There  was  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  supply  oi 
potatoes,  sugar,  and  eggs,  but  more  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  were  re- 
ceived. 

Under  the  classification  of  raw  materials,  in  which  there  was  an 
increase  of  $35,625,179,  there  were  increases  in  textile  materials,  oils, 
and  rubber.  An  additional  1,314,592  centals  of  raw  cotton,  practi- 
cally all  from  the  United  States,  was  received,  and  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  24,836,310  pounds  of  lambs'  wool  from  Australia  and  British 
South  Africa.  Larger  quantities  of  linseed  were  shipped  from 
Argentine,  more  cotton  seeds  from  Egypt,  and  more  tallow  from 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  China,  but  the  imports  of  petroleum 
were  nearly  5,000,000  gallons  smaller,  but  the  cost  was  only  $298,618 
less.  Rubber  showed  an  increase  of  38,705  centals  in  quantity  and 
$2,253,004  in  value,  the  larger  supplies  coming  mainly  from  the 
Straits  Settlements,  the  Federated  Malay  States,  and  Ceylon. 

In  the  manufactured  goods  the  only  noticeable  advance,  amotmt- 
ing  to  $747,558,  was  in  chemicals. 

Jane  Exports. 

In  the  June  exports  coal  showed  a  decrease  of  2,274,000  tons  in 
quantity  and  $3,710,098  in  value,  while  in  wool  there  was  a  decline  of 
$910,035,  the  total  decrease  in  raw  materials  amoimting  to  $4,774,348. 

In  manufactured  articles  the  principal  decreases  were  $1,537,632 
in  iron  and  steel,  $6,045,069  in  machinery,  $2,949,323  in  new  ships, 
$7,456,081  in  cotton  fabrics,  and  $2,644,242  in  woolen  goods.  Larger 
quantities  of  cotton  yam  were  exported  to  France,  Holland,  and  the 
Scandinavian  countries,  but  the  price  was  lower. 


SITGAB  KACEXNESY  FOB  CTIBA. 

[Consul  P.   Merrill  Qriffltb,   Santiago,  July   24 ;  supplementing   dispatch   In   Couuuca 

Bcporrs  for  July  27.] 

Referring  to  contemplated  improvements  in  many  Cuban  sugar 
mills  within  the  near  future,  a  recent  article  published  in  "  Sugar  " 
states  that  there  are  prospects  of  a  new  mill  being  erected  soon  at 
San  Juan  y  Martinez,  Pinar  del  Rio  Province;  also  that  an  Ameri- 
can company  has  recently  purchased  the  Miradero  farm,  located  at 
Bayamo,  with  the  intention  of  erecting  a  mill  of  100,000  bags  ca- 
pacity immediately ;  that  the  Perseverancia  sugar  mill,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  its  crusher,  is  to  be  completely  equipped  for  the  ruiming  of 
its  machinery  exclusively'  by  electricity ;  that  the  Bef  ormia,  San  Lmo, 
San  Jose,  and  Maria  Victoria  mills  intend  to  install  new  boilers  be- 
fore next  season ;  that  the  San  Ramon  (Pinar  del  Rio)  mill  intends 
to  erect  a  new  steel  machinery  house  with  a  wing  to  be  used  for 
warehouse  purposes,  and  which  will  have  a  capacity  of  20,000  bags ; 
that  the  Central  Juragua  contemplates  buying  new  centrifugals  and 
changing  its  evaporators,  and  that  more  or  less  extensive  improve- 
ments will  also  be  made  at  the  Camaguey,  Santo  Rito,  and  Victoria 
mills. 
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BECEFT  TBADE  STATISTICS. 

The  yalue  of  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports,  for  ihe 
week  ending  July  31,  1915,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of 
the  United  States,  handling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  exports, 
based  on  transactions  in  May,  1915,  was  as  follows: 


Districts. 

Imports. 

Duties 
collected. 

Exports. 

Ocorgia  (StTannali) 

(11,830 

2,844,372 

17  226,494 

1,211,996 

589,649 

177,403 

1,550,331 

123.942 

3,514,740 

2,066.961 

190,146 

434,690 

507,235 

(34 

1«5,885 

2,675,995 

269,  LW 

30,470 

38.606 

200,765 

1,016 

78,641 

48,435 

3,4S« 

113.481 

38,750 

(513,007 

Maaiachusetts  (Boston) 

2,029,180 

Newrwk..  ...v". .;.::;;::::    :        :        : :::; 

35,401,2S7 
874,845 

PhilMlelphto 

Varytend  (Baltimore) 

584,884 

Virjlnin  (l^orMk) 

1,916,770 

Now  Orisons '. 

3,474,458 

Galveston 

2,116,99S 

SanFraaeiaoo 

1,219.537 

Washtagton  (Seattle) 

996,506 

Buflslo .    . 

1,615,438 

ChJoago 

571.754 

Xicliigan  (Detroit) 

2,919,907 

Total 

30,258,698 

3,694,780 

54,234,649 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  July  31,  1915,  at  the  12 
principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were  as  follows: 


Districts. 


Georgia 

Massachusetts . . 

Ifaryland 

NewYork 

NortliCaroUiia.. 


Bales. 


5,016 
214 


12,980 


Distriots. 


Philadelphia... 
South  Claroltoa. 

Viiginia 

Galveston , 

New  Orleans.... 


Bales. 


14,738 
21,945 


Districts. 


San  Francisco 
Washington  . . 

Total. .. 


Bales. 


4,757 
8,aM> 


89,539 


ESTIMATES  OF  FBODITCTION  OF  FABAGITAYAN  TEA. 

[Consul  Samuel  H.  Wiley,  Asancion,  Jane  20.] 

The  Paraguayan  Government  has  just  compiled  figures  showing 
the  estimate  of  production  of  verba  mat4  (Paraguayan  tea)  for  1915 
and  those  for  the  production  during  1914,  the  estimate  for  this  year 
indicating  that  there  is  expected  to  be  a  decrease  in  production.  The 
figures  are : 


Districts. 

1914 

1915 

Districts. 

1914 

1915 

Pound*. 

2,843,934 

7,987,817 

Pound). 

1,979,731 

7,028,265 

16,534 

1,313,942 

Pound: 
22,046 

5,877,464 

Pounds. 
440,920 

San  Pedro.!.! 

Kncamacion 

4,761,936 

Oooira 

Yhu                    

""66i,'8M' 

Total 

17,333,117 

15,541,328 

Yerba  mat6  is  the  daily  household  beverage  of  the  masses  of  Para- 
guay, and  is  consumed  to  a  large  extent  in  Brazil  and  Argentina.  It 
has  l^en  introduced  into  Europe,  where  its  use  has  been  increasing. 


Consul  General  Joseph  I.  Brittain,  at  Sydney,  Australia,  quotes  the 
press  of  that  city  as  stating  that  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  is  about 
to  open  a  branch  of  its  business  in  Sydney  to  facilitate  commercial 
transactions  between  Australia  and  Japan. 
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OPPOKTUNITT  FOB  AMEBICAN  IHIDEBWEAB  IH  WALES. 

[Vice  Consul  William  L.  Jenklas,  Swansea,  July  10.] 

The  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  of  American  goods  manu- 
factured irom  wool  and  cotton  have  shown  a  tendency  to  increase 
during  the  past  few  years. 

In  1911  the  total  value  of  the  woolen  goods  retailed  in  the  King- 
dom was  $52,840 ;  in  1912,  $78,783 ;  and  in  1913,  $1 16,698. 

Values  of  imported  cotton  manufactures  of  all  kinds  increased 
from  $1,486,253  in  1911  to  $1,976,183  in  1912  and  $2,017,534  in  1913. 

The  woolen  underwear  used  in  Wales,  however,  is  almost  wholly 
made  in  the  United  Kingdom,  practically  none  being  imported  from 
foreign  countries.  The  main  manufacturing  centers  are  at  Xotting- 
ham  and  at  I^icester,  England,  and  at  Hawick,  Scotland.  No  under- 
wear is  made  in  Wales.  The  only  woolen  goods  coming  from  this 
section  are  made  in  Carmarthenshire,  and  consist  of  cheap  heavy 
shirts,  used  by  laborers,  and  at  present  to  some  extent  by  privates 
at  the  front. 

The  British  woolen  mills  are  busy  on  Government  orders.  One 
dealer  estimates  that  75  per  cent  of  the  yam  available  has  l>een  taken 
by  the  Government.  This  tends  not  only  to  delay  deliveries  to  job- 
bers, but  also  to  increase  the  price. 

Conditions  Favorable  for  American  TTnderwear. 

It  is  believed  that  conditions  are  now  more  favorable  for  the  in- 
troduction of  American  underwear  than  they  ha^e  been  for  many 
years,  and  though  most  orders  for  the  coming  fall  and  winter  have 
been  placed,  preparations  may  be  made  for  the  next  summer  season. 

Official  statistics  of  the  use  of  these  goods  in  this  section  are  not 
available,  but  as  the  total  estimated  population  included  in  the  con- 
sular district  is  1,580,000  and  the  consumption  is  normal,  an  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  extent  of  the  trade. 

Some  American  cotton  wear  is  already  on  this  market,  but  in  com- 
parison with  the  total  the  amount  sold  is  insignificant.  More  than 
90  per  cent  of  the  local  trade  is  in  woolen  goods. 

Some  heavy  underwear,  mostly  fleece  lining,  had  been  bought  in- 
directly from  Austria  before  the  war.  German  yarn  had  also  been 
used,  mostly  in  thick  garments,  the  wholesale  price  of  which  has  in- 
creased from  $6.20  to  $9.37  per  dozen.  The  Austrian  and  German 
goods  combined,  however,  were  less  than  6  per  cent  of  the  total  sold. 

One  firm  states  that  it  used  to  handle  large  quantities  of  drab 
merino  goods,  a  mixture  of  cotton  and  wool,  but  that  of  late  this 
demand  has  completely  fallen  off. 

Prevailing;  Prices  for  Underwear. 

Wholesale  prices  for  men's  underwear  vary  from  24  shillings 
($5.84)  to  178  shillings  ($43.31)  per  dozen,  depending  entirely  on 
quality,  the  most  popular  being  those  from  $5.84  to  $14.60  per  dozen, 
particularly  those  bought  at  $11.68  per  dozen.  Goods  costing  about 
$6.08  per  dozen  usually  retail  at  60  cents  per  garment.  As  a  whole, 
prices  are  now  25  per  cent  higher  than  they  were  before  the  war.  For 
instance,  heavy  winter  drawers,  which  had  been  bought  for  $17.52 
per  dozen,  now  cost  $20.44.  The  vests  cost  $1.46  per  dozen  less  than 
the  drawers. 
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Some  garments  made  of  taffeta  are  exhibited  at  local  shops. 
These  are  stated  to  cost  $11.68  per  dozen  for  both  the  vests  and 
pants  and  retail  at  $1.31  per  garment.  The  high-grade  goods  are 
mixtures  of  wool  and  silk,  the  prices  of  which  vary  from  $37.96  to 
$43.31  per  dozen. 

Women's  wool  and  silk  garments  retail  at  from  73  cents  to  $1.68 

1>er  garment.    There  is  little  demand  for  cheaper  articles.    There  is 
ittle  call  for  men's  combination  suits.    Women's  combinations  have 
a  good  sale  and  retail  from  $1.68  to  $2.56  per  suit. 

Demand  Chiefly  for  Articles  Kade  Vp. 

There  is  no  demand  for  fleeced  cotton  fabric  such  as  could  be  made 
up  locally  into  bloomers  or  women's  knickers.  The  demand  in  this 
district  is  principally  for  articles  already  made  up. 

In  quoting,  prices,  American  firms  should  be  particular  about  ex- 
pressing them  in  terms  of  English  currency  and  to  send  c.  i.  f.  Swan- 
sea prices,  instead  of  those  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  Bristol  City 
Steamship  Co.  has  direct  sailings  from  New  York  to  Swansea,  and 
by  applying  to  the  New  York  agents,  James  Arkell  &  Co.,  Kemble 
Buildings,  Whitehall  Street,  New  York,  the  insurance  and  freight 
rates  should  be  easily  obtainable. 

Jobbers  are  accustomed  to  a  discount  of  2^  per  cent  for  from  one 
to  three  months.  They  are  sometimes  allowed  3J  per  cent  for  imme- 
diate payment. 

[Lists  of  tbe  principal  dealers  In  tbls  district  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  its  branch  offices.] 


IKPOBTS  ASH   EXPORTS  OF  COPPER. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philaddphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  July  24,  1915,  were  as  foflows: 


IMPORTS. 

Countrtei. 

Ore,  matte,  and  regu- 
liis(coppercontenta). 

Pigs,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc 

Pound*. 
981,316 

193, 1»5 

Pound*. 

1,488,664 

788 

391,033 

«286,e41 

Knioo                  

117 

70,111 

Total        

981,316 

93,195 

1,880,454 

336,809 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 

•        CotmUies. 

Pigs,  ingots,  bars,  plates 
and  old,  etc. 

Countries. 

Pigs,  Ingots,  bars,  plates 
and  old,  etc. 

Pound*. 

7,492,788 

187,556 

113,  402 

1,906,316 

39  398 

1,308,704 

4,359 

630 

2,990 

tl, 440, 968 

17,858 

24,573 

874,350 

5,691 

283,484 

1,079 

105 

617 

Salvador •.. 

Cuba 

Pound*. 
2,274 
i;0B7 
15,223 
4585 
12,710 
263,621 

<3 

Italy             

in 

NstKerland^      ...  ....... 

Argentina... .i...... 

3,039 

Chile 

878 

SpaJB       .       ........... 

Colombia 

1,921 

46,280 

Total 

11,352,552 

2,181,114 

Mazko. 
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ATJTOHOBIIE-TIBE  SirXTATION  IS  BRAZIL. 


[CoDguI  General  Alfred  L.  Horeaa  Gottschalk,  Bio  de  JaDelro,  June  11.] 

Although  crude  rubber  constitutes  the  second  great  export  prod- 
uct of  Brazil,  there  are  no  automobile-tire  factories  here,  and  the 
country  is  entirely  dependent  on  foreign  tires  to  supply  its  large 
number  of  motor  cars. 

English,  French,  German,  Italian,  and  Belgian  makes  have  domi- 
nated the  Brazilian  market.  This  has  been  due  not  so  much  to  the 
excellence  of  the  European  product  as  to  skill  in  marketing  it,  to 
the  establishment  of  good  local  connections,  and  granting  favorable 
credit  terms  to  reputaole  local  dealers.  The  European  factories  even 
went  so  far  as  to  make  tires  in  the  standard  American  sizes,  which 
M'ere  much  used  on  American  automobiles  in  Brazil. 
Shares  of  Leading  Conntrles. 

Despite  a  loss  of  nearly  $10,000  in  its  sales  of  automobile  tires  to 
Brazil  during  1914,  the  United  States  maintained  its  proportionate 
share  of  the  year's  trade,  but  this  share  is  only  3  per  cent  of  the 
total.  France,  Germany,  and  Italy  suffered  severe  losses  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  their  trade  in  1913,  but  Belgium  and  Great 
Britain  made  substantial  trade  advances.  These  facts  are  graphi- 
cally shown  in  the  following  summary : 


Imported  from— 

1913 

1914 

United  States  .. 

t24,3B3 
57,608 
375,662 
160.740 
59,187 
63,333 
5,302 

$15. 714 

79,63S 

France 

188,247 

Oennany     .         

74  131 

Italv... 

11.418 

United  Klnedom 

100  965 

6,975 

Total 

746,195 

477,080 

Becent  Tariff  Xegislatlon. 

The  dutv  on  automobile  tires  during  1914  was  5  per  cent  ad 
valorem.  On  December  31, 1914,  the  Brazilian  Congress  enacted  a  law 
whereby  an  import  duty  of  50  per  cent  ad  valorem  was  assessed  on 
all  automobile  tires-  not  made  of  the  grade  of  rubber  Icnown  as  "  fine 
Para  "  and  entering  the  country  after  March  31,  1915.  This  law  re- 
mained technically  in  force  some  days,  but  the  customs  officials  were 
unable  to  enforce  its  provisions  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  determin- 
ing the  origin  of  the  rubber. 

Recently  new  rulings  have  improved,  if  they  have  not  altogether 
relieved,  the  situation.  These  rulings  require  that  importers,  l^ides 
paying  the  former  rate  of  duty  (5  per  cent  ad  valorem),  shall  sign 
a  promise  (called  termo  de  responsibilidade)  to  pay  the  difference 
in  duties  in  the  event  Congress  should  fail  to  repeal  the  "  fine  Para  " 
law. 

Price  Advances  One  to  Tariff. 

One  of  the  most  popular  brands  of  tires  used  here  and  command- 
ing a  very  large  sale  is  the  French  "  Michelin."  This  firm,  through 
its  local  agents,  has  published  the  following  interesting  table  of  nor- 
mal prices  for  various  types  of  tires,  together  with  the  surcharge 
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imposed  by  reason  of  the  increase  in  the  Brazilian  tariff  rates,  which 
supplementary  charge  is  to  be  refunded  to  the  purchaser  in  the  event 
the  law  is  repealed : 


"Chato 

"type. 

"Semelle"type. 

Inner  tubes. 

Diametar  and  aection. 

Normal 
price. 

Extra 
charge. 

Normal 
price. 

Extra 
charge. 

Normal 
price. 

Extra 
durge. 

710-W  millimeters 

S18.00 
19.  IS 
20.35 
21.75 
24.25 
25.53 
28.50 
30.83 
32.50 
34.00 
37.00 
88.75 
43.50 
48.00 
41.63 
48. 8S 
13.88 
21.73 
23.25 
29.25 
30.25 
31. 3S 
34.00 
39.00 
44.38 
47.60 

$8.75 
9.35 
9.88 

10.  «3 

11.13 
11.63 
12.60 
13.38 
13.88 
14.75 
16.88 
16.60 
18.88 
17.25 
17.75 
18.88 
7.76 
10.25 
10  88 
12.25 
12.38 
13.38 
14.00 
16.88 
14.13 
19.25 

SIS.IS 
27.00 
28.88 
31.50 
32.75 
36.25 
38.75 
41.75 
♦1.00 
43.25 
47.25 
49.25 
66.25 
61.50 
54.60 
68.00 
31.38 
29.63 
31.50 
38.00 

$9.13 
9.75 
10.13 
11.25 
11.76 
12.38 
13.26 
14.25 
16.00 
15.13 
15.25 
16.80 
19.00 
18.60 
19.13 
30.13 
9.00 
16.63 
11.75 
13.38 

$5.25 

5.50 

6.00 

6.25 

7.00 

7.88 

8.60 

8.75 

9.38 

9.75 

10.75 

11.25 

1300 

11.25 

11.75 

12.60 

4.63 

0.38 

6.88 

7.75 

7.88 

8.25 

8.75 

11.38 

11.75 

11.75 

$1.58 

TDO-go  milUmeters 

1.S5 

810-W  millimeters 

1.75 

870-90  millimeters 

1.93 

910-90  millimeters 

2.00 

755-105  millimeters       

2.20 

si,vKV>  m'"im»t«" 

2.33 

2.40 

91S-105  millimeters 

2.55 

2.93 

mn-iatmininMUm 

3.10 

«0(l.12nmfllhii»tiir!i     ,                     ,      , 

3.25 

1020-120  millimeters 

3. 58 

835-135  miUimeters 

3.36 

895-135  millimeters 

3.45 

t^S-ISS  mni|in«t<iri            

3.58 

SO-Sincbes 

1.60 

30-34  inches 

1.73 

SX^iDcbes 

1.88 

32-41nebe3 

2.00 

33-41iicbes 

2.13 

34-4  inches 

40.76 
43.00 
49.00 
66.75 
59.25 

14.00 
14.63 
17.50 
19.75 
30.35 

2.38 

36-4in]ic»s 

2.50 

38-4ihiches 

3.13 

36-5  inches 

3.18 

J7-((  fnnU*         

3.18 

The  values  in  the  foregoing  table  have  been  converted  to  American 
currency  at  the  rate  of  25  cents  to  the  paper  milreis. 

[A  list  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  importers  ot  automobile  tires  may  be  had  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch 


AMESICAH  FUBCHASES  OF  SCOTTISH  WABES. 

[Consnl  H.  D.  Van  Sant,  Dunfermline,  Scotland,  July  12.] 

The  declared  exports  from  Dunfermline  to  the  United  States  for 
the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1915,  totaled  $376,534,  a  decrease  of 
$56,460  from  last  year.  The  decrease  occurred  principally  in  linen 
goods,  total  value  being  $283,494,  a  loss  of  $55,410.  Linoleum  exports 
were  $62,171 ;  increase,  $1,675.  The  total  decline  during  the  past  six 
months  was  $116,917.  At  first  linen  manufacturers  feared  that  the 
yarn  and  flax  shortage  would  almost  wholly  stop  their  factories,  but 
materials  are  now  obtainable  at  higher  cost.  The  increased  cost  of  pro- 
duction, and  the  reported  unwillingness  of  American  importers  to 
Elace  orders  beyond  immediate  requirements,  has  greatly  restricted 
usiness.  Cottons  and  unions  have  largely  taken  the  place  of  high- 
priced  linen  fabrics. 

Sample  of  Teak  Wood  from  Indo-China. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  from 
Special  Agent  Smith,  who  is  traveling  in  the  Far  East  and  Australia 
investigating  the  lumber  markets  of  those  regions,  a  sample  of  teak 
wood  forwarded  from  Saigon,  Indo-China.  This  sample  will  bo 
loaned  to  any  American  concern  interested  in  the  importation  of  teak. 
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EFFOBT  TO  STABILIZE  FEBFVIAN  EXCHAHOE. 

[Clipping  from  West  Coast  Leader  for  June  24,  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attach^ 
A.  I.  Harrington,  Lima.] 

A  new  effort  to  establish  the  equilibrium  of  foreign  exchange  in 
Lima  has  been  inaugurated  by  the  banks  and  a  numW  of  the  Targe 
commercial  houses,  though  the  prospect  of  anything  definite  being 
accomplished  along  this  line,  while  the  demand  for  drafts  so  far 
overshadows  the  supply  is  generally  considered  doubtful. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Lima  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  Friday  last  the 

?uestion  of  exchange  was  taken  up  and  discussed  at  some  length. 
)wing,  however,  to  the  announcement  that  a  meeting  of  the  Lima 
bankers  had  been  called  for  Saturday  to  consider  the  same  question, 
it  was  agreed  to  await  the  results  of  this  meeting  before  proceeding 
further. 

At  the  meeting  of  bankers  on  Saturday  morning,  after  a  general 
discussion  of  the  situation  and  the  possible  rate  at  which  exchange 
might  be  fixed  and  maintained,  it  was  agreed  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Lima  Chamber  of  Commerce  a  proposal,  to  be 
sanctioned  and  enforced  in  so  far  as  possible  by  that  organization, 
fixing  the  rate  at  8J  per  cent  for  90  days  on  London,  with  the  pro- 
vision that  the  banlcs  might  make  their  collections  at  9  per  cent. 

Accordingly,  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  chamber  of  commerce 
on  Monday  afternoon  of  this  week,  the  bankers'  proposal  was 
received  and  approved.  It  was  then  determined  to  form  a  league  of 
buyers  and  sellers  of  foreign  drafts,  who  would  adhere  to  the  quota- 
tions as  -fixed  by  the  chamber  of  commerce,  thus  giving  stability  to 
the  exchange  market  and  preventing  speculation. 

[From  the  July  1  Issue  of  West  Coast  Leader.] 
.  Text  of  Exchange  Agrreement.. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  the  Bank  of  Peru  and  London  on  Saturday 
of  last  week  and  attended  by  the  managers  of  the  Lima  banks  and 
Messrs.  Iglehart,  Hammond,  F.  Milne,  and  Ayulo  it  was  decided  to 
place  in  circulation  a  draft  of  the  proposed  foreign  exchange  agree- 
ment. The  text  of  the  exchange  agreement,  to  which,  it  is  stated,  a 
majority  of  the  buyers  and  sellers  of  foreign  drafts  have  affixed 
their  signatures,  although  the  list  of  "buyers  and  sellers"  referred 
to  is  not  given,  is  as  follows : 

(1)  The  subscribers  to  this  agreement  undertake  to  neither  buy 
nor  sell  foreign  exchange  at  a  rate  exceeding  8J  per  cent  for  90 
days  on  London.  In  drafts  on  New  York  the  rate  may  be  increased 
by  4  cents  gold  over  the  equivalent  of  the  exchange  in  that  market 
for  90  days  on  London.  The  differences  of  time  between  one  draft 
and  another  shall  be  estimated  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  1  per  cent 
premium.  (2)  The  banlcs  will  be  allowed  to  make  their  collections 
at  the  rate  of  9  per  cent  for  90  days  on  London,  and  for  the  equivalent 
of  this  rate,  in  conformity  with  the  preceding  article,  for  collections 
of  American  money.  (3)  The  subscribers  agree  to  buy  their  drafts 
preferentially  from  the  persons  or  organizations  signing  the  present 
accord.  ^4)  This  agreement  will  be  dissolved  if  any  of  the  sub- 
scribers give  notice  to  that  effect  8  days  in  advance.  (5)  The  Bolsa 
Boletin  will  publish  the  telegrams  received  from  New  York  com- 
mimicating  the  exchange-rate  ruling  in  that  market  for  sight  drafts 
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on  London.  (6)  The  subscribers  to  this  agreement  will  undertake 
to  form  a  fund  of  not  less  than  £20,000  ($97,330  U.  S.  gold), 
with  the  object  of  furnishing  small  drafts  to  private  individuals 
and  retail  merchants.  (7)  In  the  operations  ot  purchase  and  sale 
only  one  commission  will  be  paid,  not  exceeding  one-fourth  of  1 
per  cent. 

[The  Peruvian  exchange  situation  was  also  discussed  in  Commebce  Reports 
for  July  20,  1915.] 


COFFEE  EXPOBTS  FBOK  VEHEZUELAN  POBT. 

[CoDsal  George  Eennetb  Donald,  Maracalbo,  July  4.] 

Figures  showing  the  coffee  exports  from  Maracaibo,  by  months,  for 
several  fiscal  years  past,  have  been  prepared.  These  figures,  giving 
the  number  of  bags,  for  the  past  half-dozen  years  are: 


Montbs. 

1900-I0 

1910-11 

1911-12 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-16 

37,301 
51,129 
47,238 
31,496 
33,123 
3V,I40 
22,73» 
44,«23 

3i,«es 

35,3«8 

34,S90 
19,390 

37,834 
25,151 
17,109 
25, 035 
18,321 
23,730 
61,786 
39,386 
43,039 
29,937 
46,103 
S3, 947 

31,441 
39,625 
39,517 
43,256 
49,433 
61,433 
29,055 
37,675 
61.616 
23,249 
48,551 
48,047 

£0,724 
52,404 
37,491 
53,240 
42,747 
63,810 
64.407 
43,112 
44,810 
41,182 
39,754 
68,SS6 

44,953 
4S505 
40,360 
47,131 
30,302 
£0,293 
63, 955 
51.541 
32,805 
43,601 
68,008 
19,023 

34,996 
41  731 

37,682 
36,810 
68,838 
46  165 

Uarch    

Anr&           

1^  ";;:::;::;;;:;;:::;;":;;;:;:..;:... 

32,944 

July      

August        • - 

Ootober 

Total 

417,379 

410,328 

502,869 

672,387 

630,487 

The  amounts  for  1914-15  are  brought  up  to  the  end  of  June,  the 
latest  figures  available  at  the  time  of  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


FIBE  EXTIiraniSHEBS  FOB  ITALY. 

[Consul  John  If.  Grout,  Milan,  July  7.] 

"there  is  a  good  market  in  Italy,  if  properly  worked,  for  American 
fire,  extinguidiers.  Owing  to  various  new  regulations,  house  owners 
are  obliged  to  provide  buckets  of  water  and  other  facilities  for  ex- 
tinguishing sudden  fires.  I  have  not  seen  in  this  city  a  single  fire 
extinguisher  that  for  efficiency  and  appearance  can  compare  with 
those  made  in  the  United  States.  Various  sizes  could  be  sold  here 
ranging  from  the  small  containers  for  use  in  flats  and  apartments 
to  the  largest  sizes  for  use  in  factories. 

Should  representatives  come  over  at  once,  I  believe  a  good  busi- 
ne^  could  be  done  and  American  fire  extinguishers  placed  perma- 
nently upon  this  market.  Those  I  have  seen  here  are  red  painted,  ap- 
parently made  of  tin,  and  contain  very  little  liquid.  Milan  has  the 
usual  fires  that  occur  in  a  modem  city  of  600,000  inhabitants.  This 
is  a  matter  well  worth  investigation. 


Lead  prices  averaged  5  cents  per  pound  in  1850,  7  cents  in  1864,  3 
cents  in  1896,  5.7  cents  in  1906,  3.9  cents  in  1914.  The  price  is  now 
about  5.8  cents. 
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F0Xn7TAIN-F£N  TEADE  IS  BOHEMIA. 

(Consul  Charles  L.  Hoover,  Prague,  Bobemla,  Austria,  June  22.] 

Foimtain  pens  are  very  popular  in  Bohemia,  and  they  are  carried 
by  practically  all  business  men,  students,  and  clerks. 

Naturally  the  cheaper  makes  are  in  the  greatest  demand,  but  pens 
of  the  best  quality  and  ornamented  with  silver  or  gold  filigree  are 
also  sold  to  a  certain  extent.  One  dealer  has  stated  that  he  sells 
about  12  ordinary,  cheap,  serviceable  pens  to  one  high-priced  orna- 
mented pen. 

Aside  from  a  well-known  American  make,  the  foimtain  pens  hav- 
ing the  largest  sale  here  are  those  made  by  firms  in  Berlin,  Heidel- 
berg, and  Elberfeld.  Besides  these,  many  other  German,  English, 
and  American  makes  are  sold  in  normal  times. 

The  cheapest  pens  are  sold  at  retail  for  7  crowns  (crown=$0.203) 
to  60  crowns  each,  according  to  quality  and  ornamentation.  Whole- 
sale prices  are  generally  33  per  cent  lower  than  the  retail  prices, 
which  are  fixed  by  the  manufacturer  as  a  rule. 

Most  manufacturers  allow  5  per  cent  discount  for  cash  or  give  three 
months'  credit. 

Fountain  pens  are  not  specially  mentioned  in  the  Austrian  tariff. 
Manufactures  of  hard  rubber,  not  specified,  if  imported  from  the 
United  States,  are  dutiable  at  100  crowns  per  100  kilos;  gold  pen 
points  are  dutiable  at  24  crowns  per  kilo,  while  complete  fountain 
pens  would  probably  be  dutiable  at  850  crowns  per  100  kilos  as 
manufactures  of  hard  rubber  with  gold  mountings.  Price  lists  and  un- 
bound catalogues  not  illustrated  are  dutiable  at  12  crowns  per  100  kilos. 
Ordinary  catalogues  with  illustrations,  unbound,  the  illustrations 
not  making  up  the  chief  part  thereof,  are  dutiable  at  15  crowns  per 
100  kilos.     (1  crown=20.3  cents;  1  kilo=2.2046  pounds.) 

With  reference  to  advertising,  an  inquiry  into  the  methods  fol- 
lowed by  the  manufacturers  of  many  articles  which  have  a  large 
sale  here  shows  that  the  advertising  systems  in  vogue  at  home  may 
be  successfully  followed  here.  Foremost  in  bringing  trade  are  the 
advertisements  inserted  in  first-class  newspapers  and  periodicals. 
These  are  followed  in  point  of  efficiency  by  the  billboard  and  street- 
car placards.  Electric  signs  are  little  used.  A  list  of  publications 
and  advertising  rates  will  be  found  in  "  Foreign  Publications  for 
Advertising  American  Goods,"  for  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,  at  25  cents.  There  is  little  use  to 
write  to  firms  here  until  conditions  improve. 


SUCCESSFUL  STREET  CAE  HNE  IN  AFRICA. 

[Consul  William  W.  Mastcrson,  Durban,  South  Africa,  Juno  24.] 

Current  for  operating  the  Durban  municipal  electric  car  lines  is 
purchased  at  2  cents  per  unit.  Passengers  can  ride  3  miles  for  3 
cents.  Facilities  offered  to  school  children  are  also  generous;  for  61 
cents  a  child  can  travel  approximately  700  miles  in  the  10  weeks 
covered  by  the  ticket.  [These  are  some  of  the  points  from  a  complete 
report  on  "  Durban  Electric  Tramways,"  by  General  Manager  H.  N. 
Thomas,  in  the  May  number  of  the  South  African  Railways  and 
Harbors  ilagazine.] 
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UAirr  LIFE  DTSTntAirCE  POUCIES  LAPSE  IN  JAPAN. 

[CodsdI  General  George  H.  Sddmore,  Tokohama,  June  IS.] 

The  Japanese  press  states  that,  with  a  view  to  furthering  the 
progress  of  life  assurance  lines  in  this  country,  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  secured  appropriations  for  inspec- 
tors whose  duty  it  is  to  eliminate  evils  arising  from  the  scramble 
for  new  business,  and  to  prevent  the  growth  of  semi-insurance  office^ 
with  questionable  practices.  Nevertheless  the  business  is  not  ad- 
vancing, the  most  noticeable  feature  being  the  failure  of  the  upper 
middle  classes  to  fulfill  their  contracts  to  the  end,  and  the  resulting 
nullification  of  policies.  In  April  last,  for  example,  new  policies 
issued  by  domestic  companies  were  valued  in  U.  S.  currency  at 
$8,061,624,  while  policies  nullified  totaled  $1,472,586.  The  total  value 
of  policies  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  month  was  $573,325,488. 

Comparison  of  the  total  amount  of  new  policies  issued  in  April 
with  those  for  the  corresponding  time  in  the  two  preceding  years 
shows  how  much  the  business  has  fallen  back  lately.  The  amounts 
(converted  to  U.  S.  currency)  are:  1913,  $10,792,474;  1914,  $11,- 
584,172;  1915,  $8,061,688. 
Steady  Increase  in  Policies  HuIUfled. 

Policies  nullified  show  a  steady  increase,  as  is  seen  in  this  statement 
for  April  in  three  succeeding  years,  the  proportion  of  these  to  the 
new  policies  issued  also  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds:  1913,  $3,412,- 
722 ;  1914,  $4,701,106;  1915,  $6,178,335.  Their  proportion  to  the  gain 
in  new  policies  was:  1913,  31.1  per  cent;  1914,  40.5  per  cent;  1915, 
76.6  per  cent.  In  consequence,  there  is  an  increasing  rate  of  decline 
in  the  net  gain  reported  in  value  of  outstanding  policies  for  suc- 
ceeding years,  figures  for  three  years  being :  1913,  $7,034,997 ;  1914, 
$6,500,593;  1915,  $1,472,900. 

[Recent  articles  on  the  Insurance  sltaation  la  Japan  appeared  in  Commebcb 
Bbfobts  for  April  10  and  May  15,  1915.) 


KED  PAINT  TESTED  ON  UGHT  VESSEL. 

All  sorts  of  weather  conditions  failed  to  cause  any  perceptible 
fading  of  a  new  brand  of  red  paint  which  was  applied  to  Fire  Island 
Light  Vessel,  New  York,  in  .June,  1914,  and  was  exposed  to  the  ele- 
ments for  10  months,  during  which  the  craft  was  continuously  on 
station.  The  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  reports  that  the  paint  showed 
up  a  bright  red  at  the  end  of  that  period  and  gave  the  vessel  a  very 
conspicuous  and  neat  appearance. 

A  test  of  this  paint  was  also  made  on  several  nun  buoys  in  the 
seventh  and  eighth  lighthouse  districts,  where  the  action  of  the 
weather  on  red  paints  has  been  found  to  be  severe  because  of  the 
unfavorable  conditions  as  to  heat  and  moisture,  and  after  a  period 
of  several  months  it  was  reported  that  the  paint  had  not  faded,  and 
that  the  buoys  were  being  commented  on  favorably  on  account  of 
their  bright  color. 

Copper  prices  since  1850  have  fluctuated  from  22  cents  per  pound 
avera^  in  that  year  to  47  cents  in  1864,  to  9^  cents  in  1894,  20  cents 
in  1907,  and  13^  cents  in  1914.   Copper  now  sells  at  19J  cents. 
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HAEEET  FOS  PATENT  MEDICINES  IN  SIAM. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  June  10.] 

Definite  statistics  as  to  the  amount  and  value  of  patent  medicines 
imported  yearly  into  Siam  are  not  available,  but  it  seems  fairly 
certain,  however,  that  of  the  $487,513  worth  of  medicines  imported 
during  the  fiscal  year  1914  about  one-third  were  patent  medicmes. 

The  demand  for  patent  medicines  depends  largely  upon  the  extent 
to  which  such  are  advertised  in  the  Siamese  local  press  and  in  the 
native  language.  At  present  a  number  of  patent  and  other  prepara- 
tions, which  have  been  largely  advertised,  have  reached  very  large 
sales,  but  the  containers  of  all  of  these  remedies,  however,  were 
furnished  with  labels  and  literature  in  the  Siamese  language,  and 
consisted  mainly  of  tonics,  blood  purifiers,  tissue  builders,  headache 
cures,  laxatives,  and  specifics. 

After  the  sale  of  a  remedy  has  been  established,  it  is  important 
that  the  form  and  packing  in  which  it  was  originally  exploited  be 
strictly  followed  in  every  detail.  Special  attention  should  be  given 
to  packing  in  containers  which  absolutely  exclude  moisture.  The 
nature  of  the  remedy  should  be  of  the  kind  which  does  not  easily 
deteriorate  in  efficiency,  form,  or  color  in  the  tropical  climate  which 
prevails  in  Siam.  Quite  a  number  of  United  States  pharmaceutical 
specialties  have  been  successfully  exploited  in  Siam,  and  are  now  in 
steady  demand,  but  the  most  popular  of  these,  however,  have  con- 
formed with  the  conditions  mentioned. 
Kethod  of  Sale— Keffistration— Import  Bnty. 

In  general  the  method  of  distribution  followed  in  Siam  by  a  suc- 
cessful manufacturer  may  be  recommended,  namely,  the  placing  of  a 
sufficient  stock  of  the  article  with  a  reliable  drug  house  in  Bangkok, 
which  on  commission  basis  distributes  the  goods  to  dealers  for  cash, 
and  which,  at  the  expense  of  the  manufacturer,  advertises  extensively 
in  the  Siamese  press.  (A  list  of  drug  stores  in  Siam  is  found  in  the 
World  Trade  Directory.) 

The  operation  of  the  law  for  registration  of  trade-marks  and  trade 
names,  which  was  published  in  1914,  was  indefinitely  suspended  dur- 
ing the  same  year,  and  there  are  no  legal  or  other  restrictions  in  force 
for  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines. 

The  import  duty  assessed  on  patent  medicines  entering  Siam  is  3 
per  cent  ad  valorem  only,  and  is  without  classification,  but  the  cus- 
toms, however,  require  that  the  actual  or  net  weight  of  the  fluid  or 
substance,  without  the  container  and  packing,  should  be  given  ia  tlie 
invoice. 

ISSUE  OF  BBAZniAN  BONDS  AUTHOBIZED. 

Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil, 
reports  the  authorization  by  a  decree  of  the  Brazilian  Govemmeiit 
of  the  issuance  of  paper  treasury  bonds  to  the  amount  of  50,000  contos 
of  reis,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  provided  in  a  decree  of  February 
5,  1915,  in  which  it  was  ordered  that  they  should  bear  interest  of  5 
per  cent  gold  per  annum,  redeemable  in  one  year  unless  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  shall  require  that  the  payment  be  extended.  The 
bonds  are  to  have  the  nominal  values  of  100, 200, 500,  and  1,000  milreis. 
In  Brazilian  currency  a  conto  is  1,000  milreis,  and  the  gold  milreis 
is  equivalent  to  $0,546  United  States  currency. 
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BECLAMATIOH  OF  WASTE  GBEASES  ZH  OESMANY. 

(Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  Tlie  Hague,  Netherlands.] 

German  technical  papers  are  reviving  the  idea  of  reclaiming  fats 
and  other  useful  products  from  sewage.  Dr.  H.  Bechhold,  of  Frank- 
fort, estimates  that  the  sewage  of  German  cities  contains  at  least 
10  grams  of  grease  per  capita  per  day,  and  that  its  total  value  is 
more  than  $14,000,000  per  annum. 

Sewage  contains  90  to  95  per  cent  of  water,  which  must  be  evapo- 
rated, or  otherwise  removed,  in  the  reclamation  process.  The  cost  of 
fuel  for  evaporating  so  much  water  has  heretofore  prevented  any 
commercial  successes  in  this  work,  but  under  present  conditions  this 
subject  is  assuming  a  timely  importance. 

An  experimental  plant  has  been  installed  at  Frankfort  with  a 
daily  output  of  4  to  5  tons  of  solids  reclaimed  from  sewage. 
The  fats  extracted  from  this  mass  are  distilled  and  used  for  soap, 
candles,  and  other  industrial  purposes.  The  residue  from  the  dis- 
tillation is  a  sort  of  hard  pitch,  which  may  be  used  for  paving. 
Several  uses  are  suggested  for  the  fat-free  solids.  Three  parts  of 
these  solids  mixed  with  one  part  of  coal  are  said  to  make  an  accept- 
able fuel  for  operating  plants.  The  ash,  or  slag,  resulting  from  the 
combustion  is  suitable  for  paving.  The  complete  solid  is  useful  as  a 
fertilizer,  as  it  contains  about  5  per  cent  of  nitrogen.  Ammonia 
might  also  be  extracted  from  it.  An  apparently  new  and  original 
idea  is  suggested  by  Dr.  Hofer,  of  Munich,  who  asserts  that  this 
fat-free  smid,  thrown  into  a  fish  pond,  causes  the  growth  of  small 
organisms  that  are  an  acceptable  food  for  fishes. 

In  considering  Germany*s  consumption  of  foreign  fats  and  greases, 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  recton  merely  with  the  amounts  imported  as 
sudh,  bat  account  must  be  taken  of  the  immense  amounts  manufac- 
tured from  imported  seeds  and  nuts,  which  totaled  609,460  metric 
tons  in  1913.  The  total  foreign  fats  of  all  kinds  consumed  in  1913 
was  850,152  metric  tons. 


WATER  FIITEBS  UTTIE  USED  IS  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Limon,  July  9.] 

Port  Limon's  purchases  of  foreign  water  filters  approximate  but 
$1,500  annually,  and  of  these  imports  66  per  cent  comes  from  the 
United  States,  24  per  cent  from  Germany,  and  the  rest  from  Italy 
and  France.  The  stone- jar  type  is  in  general  use,  but  occasionally  a 
faucet  filter  has  been  introduced. 

Three  firms  [whose  names  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices]  import  practi- 
cally all  the  filters  used  in  this  district.  There  is  no  duty  on  water 
filters. 

The  July  21  issue  of  the  Canal  Eecord  states  that  the  steamship 
Oeorge  Hawley  of  the  Boston  &  Virginia  Transportation  Co.,  which 
pass^  through  the  Panama  Canal  on  July  5,  carried  the  first  whole 
cargo  of  steel  to  be  shipped  through  the  Canal  in  the  United  States 
coastwise  trade.  The  shipment  amounted  to  3,849  tons  and  was  from 
Kew  York  to  San  Francisco  and  Portland. 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OPPOBTUNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  brmnck 

offices.] 

Fire  extinguishers,  No.  17727. — A^  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports 
that  there  is  a  demand  in  his  district  for  fire  extlugalstaers  for  house- 
hold ase. 

Wire,  No.  17728. — The  Spanish  Government  by  Royal  Decree  has  authorized 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  through  the  General  Director  of  Post  and 
Telegraph,  to  buy  35  tons  of  galvanized  steel  wire,  2  millimeters  in  diam- 
eter; 40  tons,  3  millimeters  in  diameter;  100  tons  of  4  millimeters;  and  25 
tons  of  5  millimeters.  This  wire  Is  to  be  used  In  the  national  telegraph  and 
telephone  sen'ice.  Offers  should  be  submitted  in  Spanish.  The  address  of 
an  official  to  whom  communications  should  be  sent  may  l>e  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Cottonseed  oil.  No.  17729. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile  reports  that 
a  business  man  in  liis  district  desires  to  receive  samples  of  heavy  cotton- 
seed oil  suitable  for  mixing  with  edible  animal  fats.  New  York  City 
references  given. 

Packing-house  products,  17730. — ^A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that  it  is 
In  receipt  of  a  communication  from,  a  firm  in  northern  Africa  which  desires 
to  represent  American  pork  packing  bouses.  The  firm  states  tliat  it  sup- 
plies the  army  with  such  products. 

Mineral  ioaw,  17731. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Russia  states  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
firms  which  are  in  a  position  to  buy  crude  ozokerite  and  its  by-products. 

Letter  ioxes,  17732.— Tlie  postal  authorities  of  a  Central  American  Government 
Inform  an  'American  consular  officer  that  they  propose  to  abandon  the 
present  cumbersome  letter  boxes  In  use  and  desire  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  letter  t>oxes  similar  to  a  diagram  which  may 
be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  The  boxes  should  be  12 
Inches  high,  12  inches  wide,  and  6  inches  deep.  The  doors  are  to  be  num- 
bered consecutively  and  be  supplied  witli  a  key  which  will  fit  all  the  locks. 

Zinc  dusti  17733. — ^A  firm  in  England  writes  an  American  consular  officer  that 
it  desires  to  commimlcate  with  American  manufacturers  of  zinc  dust.  Ref- 
erences given. 

Paper,  17734. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  transmits  the  name  and 
'    address  of  a  firm  In  his  district  which  is  in  the  market  for  large  quantities 
of  print  paper.    Samples  and  specifications  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.    Offers  ai!e  de- 
sired by  wire. 

Umbrella  material,  17735. — A  firm  In  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular  offi- 
cer that  It  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  um- 
brella frames,  handles,  etc.  A  sample  handle  may  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  The  following  size  frames  are  desired :  61, 
58,  and  54  centimeters  long,  Avith  7  rods  each.  Samples  of  other  umbrella 
accesories  are  desired.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  should 
be  sent  at  once. 

Chemicals,  1773C. — A  business  man  In  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  be  desires  to  .ict  as  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  chemicals,  especially  nitric, 
sulphuric,  hydroclUoric,  and  hydrofluoric  acids,  chemically  pure  boric  acid, 
auimouia  salts  In  crystals,  etc.    Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish.  , 

Machincrji,  17737. — An  American  consular  officer  reports  that  a  man  in  his  dis- 
trict states  that  he  is  about  to  I'ceeive  a  concession  for  the  manufacture  of 
matches  in  different  parts  of  Honduras  and  that  he  wishes  to  receive  in- 
formation, catalogues,  prices,  etc.,  of  machinery  and  equipment  for  such  a 
plant.    It  is  stated  that  the  wood  for  the  matches  will  have  to  be  imported. 

Meat  grinders,  tools,  toys,  and  locks,  17738. — A  business  man  in  Spain  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  nieiit  grinders  and  presses,  ail  kinds  of  tools,  toys,  and  locks. 
Corresiwndeuce  should  be  in  Spanish.    References  given. 
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Botpital  tvpplies,  hosiery,  linoleum,  paper,  etc.,  17738. — ^The  commercial  attacbS 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce  In  Anstralla  has  transmitted  a  report  rela- 
tive to  the  desire  of  a  business  man  In  that  country  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hospital  supplies,  silk  hosiery,  linoleum, 
paper,  drugs,  etc.  A  copy  of  his  report,  together  vfith  references  may  be 
had  on  the  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Coking  coal,  17740. — The  chief  engineer  of  a  gas  comjMiny  in  Chile  has  informed 
a  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  be  desires  to 
obtain  samples  of  the  best  American  colcing  coal.  The  commercial  attach^ 
lias  transmitted  a  report  on  this  opr)ortunlty  which  may  be  bad  on  applica- 
tion at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Machinery,  17741. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  In  receipt  of  a  communi- 
cation from  a  business  firm  in  Brazil  stating  that  it  desires  to  receive 
catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  relative  to  machinery  to  be  used 
in  making  a  certain  device  which  it  needs  for  making  containers  for  per- 
fumeries. A  copy  of  the  letter,  together  with  samples  of  devices  and  bottles 
which  tlie  firm  desires,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  its 
branch  offices.    Manufacturers  of  machines  and  bottles  should  investigate. 

Bariware  and  miscettaneous  goods,  17742. — ^An  English  firm  informs  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  it  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  hardware  and  miscellaneous  goods. 

Fancy  goods,  etc.,  17743. — A  manufacturer's  agent  and  Importer  In  Canada 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  jobbers  of  dry  goods,  especially  cashmere  ribbed  hosiery ; 
lisle,  taffeta,  and  silk  gloves;  neckware  for  women;  all  kinds  of  carpets, 
etc. ;  also  leather  bags,  pocketbooks,  clocks,  watches,  shaving  sets,  slates, 
soaps,  etc.  It  Is  stated  that  the  man  maintains  a  sample  room  and  Is  well 
acquainted  with  the  trade  in  the  resjiective  lines. 

Lumber,  iron  and  steel,  groceries,  hardware,  etc.,  17744. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Greece  reports  that  a  firm  of  agents  in  bis  district  desires  to 
est'ibllsh  commercial  relations  with  .^^merican  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  luml>er  of  all  kinds;  iron  and  steel  products;  groceries,  such  as  rice, 
coffee,  and  sugar;  paints,  colors,  and  varnishes;  hardware.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  Engli^. 

Tubes,  17745. — ^A  supply  company  in  England  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  tube  manufacturers. 
Manufacturers  should  si>eclfy  exactly  what  types  of  tubes  they  are  prepared 
to  make. 

Pulp  wood,  17746. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  transmits  the  names 
and  addresses  of  a  number  of  6rms  In  his  district  which  have  a  surpius  of 
bi^-grade,  rough  pulp  wood  and  are  desirous  of  making  contracts  for  the 
disiMsition  of  it.  It  is  stated  that  the  present  prices  range  from  $7  to  $7.50 
per  cord  f.  o.  b.  Canadian  shipping  i>oint. 

Phosphate  of  soda,  17747. — A  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  import  monobasic  phosphate  of  soda  or 
other  cream  of  tartar  substitute.  The  commodity  should  be  packed  in 
barrels  containing  112  pounds.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  shipping  doeu- 
'ments  in  foreign  ports.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination,  if 
possible.  Samples  of  the  soda  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Arms  and,  ammunition,  17748. — A  firm  In  Argentina  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  -desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  from  American 
manufacturers  of  single  and  double  barreled  guns  of  the  following  sizes: 
12  and  14  millimeters,  and  .16,  .24,  .28,  and  .32  caliber,  also  9-milllmeter 
carbines,  empty  and  loaded  cartridges  (single  and  double  charge),  all  kinds 
of  guns,  rifles,  and  revolvers,  and  particularly  9-mllllmeter  carbines  and 
6.35  and  7.C5  Brownings.  Communications  should  be  in  Spanish.  Refer- 
ences given. 

Cocoa,  17749. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  West  Indies  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who  desires  to  sell 
BltoDt  17,000  ponnds  of  good,  sun-dried  cocoa.  He  states  that  he  will  supply, 
samples  if  desired. 
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Rubber  poods,  17750. — ^An  association  in  Switzerland  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  tliat  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  rubber  goods.  Keferences  are  giren. 
Ck>rrespondence  should  be  conducted  in  German  or  French. 

Textiles,  etc.,  17751. — A  firm  in  Greece  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  wool,  cotton,  and  silk  damask  for  furniture  upholstering ;  wool  or  cotton 
dress  goods;  and  wool  or  cotton  blankets.  The  firm  wishes  samples,  price 
lists,  and  full  information  to  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations  should  be  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  or  c.  i.  f.  destination.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English, 

Coal,  wheat,  and  cement,  17752. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  writes 
that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  exporters 
of  wheat,  coal,  and  cement.  New  York  City  references  given.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Spanish. 

Stoppers,  etc.,  17753. — A  representative  in  France  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  In  comuiunk-ation  with  American 
manufacturers  of  porcelain  stoppers  and  metal  foil  capsales  for  bear 
bottles.    Corre»i)ondeuce  should  be  in  French. 

Olive  oil,  etc.,  17754. — A  business  man  In  Spain  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  connections  In  the  United  States  for  the  sale  of 
Sxianish  earth  and  olive  oil.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Oilstones,  etc.,  17755. — A  hardware  dealer  in  France  has  asked  an  American 
consular  officer  to  supply  the  names  of  American  exiwrters  of  oilstones, 
etc.  Price  lists  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations 
should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.    Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Currycombs,  17756. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes  that  a 
Arm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
of  currycombs. 

Lumber,  17757. — A  lumber  dealer  in  Canada  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  lie  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  in  the  Uuital  States 
which  are  in  a  position  to  purchase  cedar  telegraph  and  telephone  i)oles, 
cedar  fence  posts,  railway  ties,  cedar  sliingles,  siiruce  boards,  piling,  etc. 

Leather,  hardware,  domestic  utensils,  etc.,  17758. — A  commission  man  in  Brazil 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  leather,  hardware,  enamel  kitcheuware,  household 
utensils,  etc.    Keferences  given. 

Fire  engines,  17759. — An  American  consular  officer  in  China  reports  a  possible 
opportunity  for  the  sale  of  a  fire  engine.  Catalogues  and  full  information 
should  be  sent  at  once. 

Indigo,  17760. — A  business  man  In  an  insular  possession  informs  an  American 
consular- officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  samples,  prices,  etc..  of  laundry 
Indigo  in  powdered  form,  tubes,  and  balls.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Eng- 
lish, but  Portuguese  is  preferred. 

Butter,  17761. — An  American  consular  officer,  in  Honduras  writes  that  n  busi- 
ness man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples,  prices,  and  full  inf«rma- 
tlon  on  butter  in  tins.  Prices  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  New 
Orleans.  The  sizes  commonly  sold  are  one-half  pound,  1  pound,  and  10 
pound  cans.  A  sample  to  show  the  character  of  the  container  preferred 
may  be  examlne<l  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Wire,  steel  hoops,  -piping,  and  cereals,  17702. — A  Portuguese  firm  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  wire  for  nails,  gal- 
vanized wire,  steel  hoops,  and  galvanized  gas  and  water  piping.  Price  lists 
and  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Large  quantities  are  desired. 
The  firm  also  desires  to  receive  prices,  etc.,  on  cereals.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  Portuguese,  French,  or  Spanish.    References  given. 

Machine  tools,  etc.,  for  automobile  factory,  17763. — A  firm  of  Spanish  exporters 
in  New  York  City  reports  that  it  is  expecting  the  visit  of  a  foreign  buyer 
of  machine  tools  and  supplies  for  an  automobile  factory.  Catalogues  and 
requests  for  interviews  and  further  particulars  should  be  made  at  once. 
All  orders  given  will  be  paid  cash  in  New  York. 
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General  agency,  17764. — A  representative  of  a  firm  In  England  called  at  the 
Boston  branch  office  of  the  bureau,  stating  that  he  desires  to  form  com- 
mercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  who  may  desire  repre- 
sentation in  Britldi  and  colonial  markets.    He  does  not  specify  any  par-, 
tlcular  line.    References  are  given. 

Typewriters,  automobile*,  plastivare,  etc.,  17765. — A  representative  of  a  firm  .in 
Colombia  is  now  in  New  York  City  for  the  purpose  of  securing  agencies 
from  American  manufacturers  of  adding  and  addressing  machines,  type- 
writers, copy  machines,  wire  fencing  and  wire  goods,  aluminum  ware, 
boilers,  engines,  automobile  tires  and  supplies,  motor  boats,  motor  cycles, 
glassware,  bathroom  accessories,  and  blank  books.    References  are  given. 

Dolls,  17766. — ^An  importer  of  toys  In  an  Insular  possession  Informs  an, American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full 
Information  relative  to  dolls  made  in  the  United  States.  He  desires  this 
information  at  once  in  order  that  he  may  place  his  orders  for  holiday  goods. 
Correspondence  is  desired  in  Portuguese,  but  may  be  in  English. 

Chums,  17767. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes  that  a  firm  in 
his  district  desires  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of  wooden 
bass  chums. 

Skirt  fasteners,  17768. — ^A  department  store  in  an  Insular  possession  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  It  is  in  the  market  for  Invisible  skirt 
fasteners  (snap  fasteners).  Samples  of  both  white  and  black  fasteners 
should  be  sent  at  once.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but  is  preferred 
in  Portuguese. 

Disks  ana  salicvlic  acid,  17769. — ^A  dealer  in  aerated  waters  in  the  Far  Blast 
has  Informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  samples 
and  full  Information  relative  to  wood  disks  to  be  placed  between  the  cork 
and  the  wire  of  soda-water  bottles.  He  states  that  he  is  also  in  the  mar- 
ket for  salicylic  add. 

Naphthalene,  17770. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  naphthalene.  It  Is  stated  that  the 
firm  formerly  purchased  this  commodity  in  sheets  and  balls,  packed  in  100- 
pound  barrels.  The  firm  desired  to  place  a  trial  order  for  about  two  tons. 
Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  Portuguese  or  French.    References  are  given. 

Eosiery  and  gloves,  17771. — A  firm  in  New  Zealand  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  price  lists,  catalogues,  samples,  and  full 
Information  relative  to  hosiery,  especially  cotton  and  silk,  and  gloves  of  all 
kinds.  The  firm  states  that  It  will  arrange  to  pay  cash  at  port  of  ship- 
ment If  necessary,  but  prefers  to  pay  against  documents  at  destination. 

Brass  sheets,  17772. — A  Portuguese  imjwrter  Informs  an  American  consular  offi- 
cer that  he  Is  In  the  market  for  about  4,400  pounds  of  brass  sheets  of  the 
following  dimensions  and  quantities :  Thickness,  2,200  x>ounds  25/100  mm., 
and  2,200  pounds  30/100  mm.     Sizes  of  the  sheets  should  be  stated.    Cor- 
'    respondence.may  be  In  English.    A  sample  of  the  brass  may  be  examined 
'     at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Eardware,  agricultural  implements,  etc.,  17773. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  France  reports  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware,  agricultural  ma- 
chinery, silk  hosiery,  toys,  etc.    References  are  given. 

Sulphate  of  copper,  17774. — An  American' consular  officer  In  France  writes  that 
a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  sulphate  of  copper  to  be  used  in  the  wine  regions  of  that  country. 

Pencils,  17775.— An  importer  of  stationery  supplies  In  an  Insular  possession  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  samples, 
prices,  and  full  information  relative  to  lead  and  slate  pencila  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English,  but  is  desired  in  Portuguese. 

Food  products,  grains,  enamel  ware,  paper,  etc.,  17776. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Ek;uador  reports  that  there  Is  a  good  demand  In  his  district  for 
the  following  commodities:  Blueing,  candles,  canned  fish,  canned  meats, 
cast-iron  pots,  manila  and  sisal  cordage,  enamel  ware,  wheat  flour  and 
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com  meal,  glassware,  lard,  wire  nails,  paint,  news  and  wrapping  paper, 
patent  medicines,  perfumery,  and  cotton  and  woolen  textiles.  The  consular 
officer  transmits  tbe  names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  Arms  which  are 
in  a  |)osition  to  undertake  general  agencies  for  these  commodities.  .Ck>r- 
respoudeuce  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Bnap  buttons,  17777. — ^A  firm  in  France  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  make  immediate  purchase  of  10,000  to  20,000  gross  snap 
fasteners  similar  to  the  sample  which  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or 
its  branch  offices.  It  is  explained  that  tbe  firm  has  been  paying  8  cents 
per  gross,  but  is  willing  to  pay  a  higher  price.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  1.  f.  destination.    Correspondence  may  be  in  Etngiish. 

Pianos,  17778. — A  Portuguese  Importing  company  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  introduce  American-made  pianos.  Catalogues, 
prices,  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  English. 

Thermos  bottles,  stoves,  canvas,  cotton  goods,  etc.,  17779. — ^Thc  manager  of  a 
large  department  store  in  an  insular  possession  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists  and  full  infor- 
mation relative  to  thermos  bottles,  wood  stoves  to  retail  at  $6  to  $15,  Nos.  7 
and  8  canvas  for  windmills  and  sails,  cotton  goods,  soda  crackers  and 
biscuits,  clocks  and  watches,  hand-propelled  sewing  machines,  and  rubber 
shces,  etc.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but  Portuguese  Is  desired. 

Notions,  cutlery,  etc.,  Xo.  17780. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada 
reports  that  a  firm  of  manufacturers'  agents  in  his  district  desires  to  form 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  general  dry  goods 
lines,  cheap  cutlery,  manicuring  Instruments,  etc.  The  firm  desires  to 
represent  on  a  commission  basis  only,  the  manufacturers  to  carry  the 
accounts.    It  states  that  it  will  furnish  referencea 

Chemicals,  technical  goods,  etc..  No.  17781. — ^A  business  man  in  Russia  has 
requested  an  American  consular  officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses 
of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  various  kinds  of  technical 
goods,  chemicals,  dry  goods,  etc.  Weights,  measures,  etc.,  should  be  stated 
in  Russian  equivalents,  and  quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  Vladivostok. 
References  given.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Russian. 

Hardware  and  novelties,  etc..  No.  17782. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware,  silk  hosiery,  novelties,  etc. 

Technical  goods,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  17783. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Russia  writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  various  kinds  of  technical 
goods,  chemicals,  etc.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Russian.  References 
are  given.  Weights  and  measures  should  be  stated  In  Russian  equlvoleuts, 
and  quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Vladivostok. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce: 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  maintains  branch  offices  In 
eight  commercial  centers,  where  business  men  may  more  readily  avail  themselves 
of  the  service  of  the  Bureau.  Reserved  addresses  in  connection  with  "  Foreign 
trade  opportunities'*  and  all  lists  of  names  offered  in  connection  with  articles 
published  in  Commerce  Reports  may  be  obtained  from  the  nearest  office  by 
appliontion  in  letter  form.  The  list  of  offices  follows:  Hew  York,  Boom  409, 
United  States  Customhonse ;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building;  Chicago,  S04  Federal 
Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office 
Building;  Kew  Orleans^  1020  Eibernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  308  United 
States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Under  special  arrangements 
three  conmiercial  organizations  cooperate  with  the  Bureau  and  perform  the 
same  services  as  brnnch  offlces.  Those  orRaulzatioiis  are:  Cleveland,  Chamber 
of  Connnorcc;  Cincinnati,  Cliamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 
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POBTUaAL  WILL  BUT  HOBE  WHEAT. 

[Cabletpi^m  from  Consul  Vi.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon.] 

The  Portuguese  Government  authorizes  importation  of  200,000,000 
kilos  wheat  (7,348,667  bushels). 


CONSXTLAB  TBADE  CGITFEBENCES. 

Consul  George  M.  Hanson,  of  Sandakan,  British  North  Borneo,  is 
expected  to  arrive  in  San  Francisco  on  August  12, 1915.  His  address 
while  in  the  United  States  will  be  in  care  of  the  State  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

SWEDEN  OBDEBS  AUEBICAJT  ABHOB  IPLATE. 

[Charg4  d'Affaircs  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  July  6.] 

AVith  reference  to  the  dispatch  from  this  legation  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  June  12,  1915,  regarding  contracts  for  armor  for  two 
new  Swedish  cruisers,  this  contract  has  been  awarded  to  the  Carnegie 
Steel  Co.,  the  cost  to  be  about  $700,000. 

NEW  SOTTTH  WALES  IHFOBTS  OF  AUEBICAN  APPLES. 

(Consul  General  J.   I.   Brittain,   Sydney,  June   11.) 

Eetums  showing  the  imports  of  apples  into  New  South  Wales 
from  the  Pacific  coast  ports  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  both 
according  to  the  countries  from  which  the  goods  were  shipped  and  the 
countries  of  actual  origin,  give  the  large  portion  of  this  trade  to  the 
products  of  American  orcliards.  Imports  credited  to  the  United 
States  were  2,161,100  pounds,  valued  at  $108,776;  Canada,  2,528,800 
pounds,  $130,661;  New  Zealand,  55,200  pounds,  $2,949.  These 
amounts,  however,  include  shipments  from  the  United  States  to 
other  countries,  which  transshipped  them  to  Australia.  The  entire 
amount  credited  to  New  Zealand  was  produced  in  the  United  States. 
The  figures,  therefore,  according  to  countries  of  origin,  are:  United 
States,  3^47,800  pounds,  valued  at  $166,692;  Canada,  1,497,300 
pounds,  $75,683. 
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FBICE  OF  ATJSTBAIIAN  WI££  HEITDTa  DTCBEASED. 

[Extract  from  Sydney  Morning  Herald,  Jaly  8,  by  Consul  0«neral  3.  I.  Brittaln, 

Sydney,  Aoatntlla.] 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  price  of  wire  netting  and  that  manu- 
facturers are  threatened  with  an  investigation  h^  the  necessary  com- 
modities commission.  Such  an  investigation  will  not  trouble  them. 
Rather  it  will  show  that  the  price  of  netting  to-day  is  below  what 
might  be  legitimately  charged  on  to-day's  costs.  When  the  war 
broke  out  the  price  of  the  standard  size,  42  by  IJ  by  17 A,  was  £34 
($165.46)  per  mile,  with  certain  discounts.  To-day  the  list  price  is 
£60  ($291.99)  per  mile  with  the  same  discoimts.  The  increase  has 
thus  been  76  per  cent.  The  wire  from  which  the  netting  is  made 
to-day  costs  slightly  over  100  per  cent  more  than  it  did  in  July  last, 
and  sp^ter,  with  which  the  netting  is  coated,  is  400  per  cent  more 
than  it  was  in  July.  The  wire  used  in  a  mile  of  netting  of  the  sisse 
and  quality  mentioned  costs  to-day  £24  ($116.80)  and  the  spelter 
costs  £32  ($155.73).  Thus  the  material  alone  costs  £56  ($272.52) 
without  reckoning  anything  for  labor,  for  replacement,  for  discounts, 
or  for  profit.  And  the  Government  buys  that  wire  from  the  manu- 
facturers at  £55  ($267.66)  per  mile.  When  we  turn  to  imported  net- 
ting we  find  that  stocks  on  spot  are  very  scarce,  although  it  is  selling 
slightly  below  the  Australian  netting.  Advices  from  England  are 
to  the  effect  that  no  further  orders  will  be  taken,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  orders  now  on  the  books  will  be  all  executed. 


WAVE  LENGTHS  IN  THE  IBON  SPECTSUH. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  demand  <hi  the  part  of  astronomers,  chem- 
ists, and  physicists  for  accurate  values  of  the  wave  lengths  of  the 
lines  in  the  spectra  of  iron  and  other  elements,  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards has  taken  up  the  work  of  determining  standards  of  wave  length. 
This  work  is  being  done  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  International  Wave  Length  Committee.  The  spectrograms 
were  obtained  in  Marseille  in  the  laboratorieb  of  Buisson  and  Faby, 
the  pioneers  in  this  work.  The  plates  were  measured  at  the  Bureau 
of  Standards.  This  is  a  rather  difficult  region  of  the  spectrum  to 
observe,  lying  entirely  in  the  ultra  violet.  Apparatus  necessary  to 
do  this  work  nas  recently  been  installed  in  the  Bureau  of  Standards, 
and  wave-length  determinations  of  the  highest  accuracy  are  being 
made  throughout  the  spectrum,  including  those  rays  which  are  too 
short  to  be  visible  and  also  those  which  are  longer  than  any  that  the 
eye  can  see. 

A  pamphlet  upon  this  subject  has  just  been  issued  as  Scientific 
Paper  No.  251,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  without  charge  from 
the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Consul  John  Ball  Osborne,  at  Havre,  France,  reports  that  stocks 
of  coffee  in  bonded  warehouse  at  Havre  on  Jxme  24,  1915,  amounted 
to  1,939,573  bags  and  4,999  casks.  Among  the  principal  sources  were 
Santos,  Brazil,  with  1,318,817  bags;  other  Brazilian  shipments, 
400,185  bags;  Haiti,  63,955  bags;  other  West  Indies  and  Central 
America,  102.774  bags  and  1,324  casks;  and  Malabar  Coast,  40,462 
bags  and  1,371  casks. 
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COST  OF  uvnra  in  canaba. 

[Consul  Julias  D.  Oreber,  Toronto,  July  27.] 

The  annual  report  of  the  Dominion  Department  of  Labor,  which 
has  just  been  issued  for  the  calendar  year  1914,  shows  the  range  of 
commodity  prices  during  that  period  as  affected  by  the  war.  The 
chief  increases  for  the  year  as  a  whole  appeared  in  the  grain  and 
fodder  groups,  which  rose  14  per  cent,  animals  and  meats  6  per  cent, 
woolens  8  per  cent,  hides  10  per  cent,  and  drugs  and  chemicals  7  per 
cent.  Raw  furs  declined  33  per  cent,  fuel  and  lighting  6  per  cent, 
and  cottons  5  per  cent.  Food  prices  returned  to  the  high  rates  that 
prevailed  in  the  latter  part  of  1911  and  first  part  of  1912.  Meats  were 
on  a  high  level  throughout  the  year  but  showed  much  weakness  in 
the  last  three  months  of  1914. 

An  appendix  to  the  report  gives  the  average  retail  prices  of  some  32 
articles  of  food  and  of  coal,  wood,  and  coal  oil,  and  the  rent  of  a 
typical  workingman's  dwelling  in  each  locality  of  the  Dominion  hav- 
ing a  population  of  10,000  or  more  for  each  year  since  1910.  The 
average  weekly  expenditure  of  a  typical  family  of  five  for  food  was 
S7.73  in  1914  as  compared  with  $7.33  in  1913  and  1912,  $7.13  in  1911, 
and  $6.95  in  1910.  Meat,  bread,  flour,  and  sugar  averaged  higher 
last  year  than  in  1913.  Bent  averaged  $4.65  a  week  as  compared  with 
$4.75  in  1913,  $4.60  in  1912,  and  $4.05  in  1911  and  1910. 

The  departmental  index  number  (which  includes  272  commodities) 
stood  at  136.1  for  1914,  compared  with  135.5  for  1913  and  134.4  for 
1912,  these  numbers  being  percentages  of  the  average  prices  prevail- 
ing during  the  decade  1890-1899.  the  period  adopted  by  the  depart- 
ment as  a  oasis  of  comparison.  The  point  reached  in  September  last, 
namely,  141.3,  was  the  highest  recorded  since  1890.  It  may  be  re- 
marked that  the  department's  index  number  for  261  articles  in  May, 
1915,  is  147.6,  which  shows  a  continued  increase  in  the  cost  of  living. 
However,  rents  will  show  a  considerable  decrease  for  the  current 
year,  and  furs — which  scarcely  seem  to  be  worthy  of  consideration 
in  estimating  the  cost  of  living — will  probably  show  a  still  further 
decline  in  prices. 

FKANCE  TO  BTIT  SHIPS. 

[From  J.  H.  Necdham,  clerk  to  American  commercial  attach^,  Paris,  July  15.] 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  in  the  July  12  issue 
of  "Agence  Economique  and  Financiere,"  published  at  28  Boulevard 
Poissonniere,  Paris: 

We  have  Been  advised  that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Economic  Council  of 
the  Government,  which  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Brland,  there  was 
considered  a  proposal  for  the  Immediate  and  considerable  Increase  in  the 
number  of  ships  of  the  French  merchant  marine,  by  means  of  Government 
purchases  of  from  100  to  150  vessels  now  owned  In  foreign  countries.  The 
plan  is  base<l  directly  on  the  necessity  of  transporting  to  France  the  large 
importations  of  coal  that  will  have  to  be  made  during  this  coming  winter.  We 
are  informed  by  authorized  members  of  the  council  that  the  proijosed  plan 
received  most  favorable  consideration,  and  that  definite  action  will  be  taken 
soon. 

Fur  felt  hats  produced  annually  in  the  United  States  number 
about  35  million,  and  wool  felt  hats  about  7  million. 
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CAHASIAN  FUEE-FOOD  A9ALT8ES. 

[Consul  FeUz  B.  S.  Johnson,  Klnsstoo,  Ontario,  July  2T.1 

Jam  as  sold  on  the  Canadian  market  is  dealt  with  in  a  leiJgthy 
biilletin  recently  issued  by  the  Inland  Bevenue  Department  of  the 
Dominion  Government.  Altogether  221  samples  were  collected  and 
sent  to  Ottawa  for  analysis.  The  result  of  this  inspection  shows 
that  93  were  found  genuine  as  consisting  of  fruit  and  sugar  only. 
Of  these  93,  38  were  miported,  49  were  of  domestic  manufacture  and 
found  on  the  retail  market,  and  10  were  of  domestic  manufacture  and 
furnished  by  the  manufacturer.  There  were  22  found  genuine  but 
with  added  color  or  preservative.  Of  the  221  samples  collected,  106 
were  sold  as  compounds.  At  present  there  is  a  movement  on  foot 
to  supply  new  standards  for  jam.  Manufacturers  representing  the 
Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association  are  trying  to  obtain  certain 
rulings  which  the  Canadian  Inland  Revenue  Department  is  con- 
sidering. 

Standards  for  bran  were  established  in  1910  and  amended  in  1911 
as  follows :  "  Bran  is  a  product  of  the  milling  of  wheat  or  other 
grains  and  contains  not  less  than  14  per  cent  proteids,  not  less  than 
3  per  cent  of  fat,  not  more  than  10  per  cent  of  crude  fiber,  and  must 
be  free  from  vital  seeds  of  any  of  the  noxious  weeds  defined  by  the 
Order  in  Council  under  the  seed-control  act."  Out  of  187  samples 
of  bran,  183  met  the  requirements  of  the  Government  standard  so 
far  as  nutritive  value  was  concerned.  However,  11  samples  ^owed 
excess  of  noxious  weed  seed. 


ATJSTBAIIAN  HXTTTOK  EXPOBTS  SHOW  MASKED  IHCBEASE. 

(Extract  from  Sydney  MornlDs  Herald,  July  1,  by  Consul  Oeneral  J.  I.  Brittaln.] 

The  export  season  for  meat  closed  yesterday,  and  householders  gen- 
erally will  be  interested  in  the  details  of  the  shipments,  as  supplied 
by  the  Customs  Department. 

During  the  12  months  the  shipments  of  mutton  from  New  South 
Wales  have  shown  a  marked  increase.  The  total  exports  of  mutton 
from  July  1,  1914,  to  June  30,  1915,  amounted  to  2,007,341  carcasses, 
compared  with  1,605,674  carcasses  during  the  previous  year,  an  in- 
crease of  401,667  carcasses.  Tliis  impi'ovement  has  been  probably 
caused  by  the  demands  of  the  Imperial  Government.  The  United 
Kingdom  and  Continent  were  by  far  the  best  customers,  importing 
1,919,899  carcasses. 

The  shipments  of  beef  for  the  same  period,  however,  showed  a  de- 
ficiency of  13,811  quarters  and  pieces,  for  the  exports  of  the  1914-15 
season  amounted  to  122,852  quarters  and  pieces,  compared  with 
136,663  quarters  and  pieces  during  the  previous  season.  The  1913-14 
season,  however,  was  a  record  one,  so,  considering  the  world-wide 
scarcity  of  beef,  the  figures  for  this  year  may  be  regarded  as  fairly 
high. 


The  new  India  Handbook,  Avith  640  pages,  folder  map,  illustrations, 
etc.,  may  now  be  had  for  $1  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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COTTON  STOCKS  ACCTTMUIATE  IN  JAPAN. 

[Newspaper  abstract  transmitted  by  Consul  George  N.  West,  Kobe,  Japan,  June  22.] 

The  warehousemen's  report  on  the  cotton  consignments  in  Osaka, 
dated  June  10,  gives  the  whole  stocks  held  as  showing  an  increase  or 
780  bales  over  the  previous  report,  dated  June  1,  the  total  amounting 
to  11,075  bales.  This  is  the  result  of  a  dwindling  demand  from 
China.  The  accumulation  is  particularly  heavy  in  coarse  counts.  In 
finer  goods  also  there  is  a  heavy  accumulation,  but  that  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  the  depressed  condition  of  the  domestic  textile  market. 

The  report  of  the  Associated  Cotton  Spinning  Companies  for  the 
opening  days  of  the  present  month  shows  that  exports  to  China  have 
increased  lately,  but  that  is  due  to  speculative  shipments  by  some 
exporters  on  the  strength  of  the  reported  decrease  in  stocks  at  Shang- 
hai.   Otherwise  trade  remains  as  slack  as  ever. 

During  the  opening  days  of  June  9,012  bales  were  shipped  from 
Kobe,  4,802^  bales  from  Osaka,  367  bales  from  Yokohama,  360  bales 
from  Nagasaki,  865  bales  from  Nagoya  and  Yokkaichi,  and  430  bales 
from  Moji,  thus  bringing  up  the  total  shipments  for  the  period  to 
15,836^  bales,  an  increase  of  7,603  bales  compared  with  the  same 
period  last  month. 

Indian  spinners  have  been  promoting  their  trade  with  China,  and 
have  sent  coarser  goods,  between  32  and  40  counts,  to  Shanghai. 
During  the  last  fortnight  more  than  5,000  bales  of  Indian  yam  were 
disposed  of.    This  has  affected  the  market  for  Japanese  goods. 


HOLDEES  OF  LEATHEB  DICTATE  IN  BBITISH  TEADE. 

[Abstract  from  Yorkshire  Post,  by  Consul  H.  M.  Bytngton,  Leeds,  England,  July  0.] 

British  manufacturers  of  leather  and  boots  and  shoes  are  enjoy- 
ing a  period  of  activity  and  success  such  as  their  ancient  crafts  have 
never  before  experienced.  That  is,  of  course,  due  entirely  to  the  war. 
These  abnormal  conditions  have  brought  about  many  interesting  and 
even  amusing  incidents  in  the  relationships  of  buyers  and  sellers 
compared  with  ordinary  times.  It  may  be  said  that  the  situation 
has  so  far  changed  that  the  holder  of  raw  material,  whether  it  be  a 
hide,  a  parcel  of  leather,  or  the  quantity  of  footgear,  is  now  the 
"  dictator,"  and  can  command  almost  any  price  foi  his  product.  The 
reverse  is  the  usual  order  of  business. 

Market  hides  continue  to  advance  in  price,  and  are  now  realizing 
ten  times  as  much  as  they  once  did  in  the  experience  of  many  present- 
day  members  of  the  tanning  industry.  Whether  the  maximum  has 
yet  been  reached  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  there  are  indications  that 
quotations  may  still  further  increase. 


Customs  duties  collected  at  the  port  of  Hilo,  Island  of  Hawaii, 
Hawaiian  Islands,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915, 
amounted  to  $55,432,  compared  with  $70,712  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1914,  according  to  a  report  from  A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent  at 
Honolulu.  In  the  year  just  closed,  however,  the  number  of  ships 
entering  the  port  was  241,  compared  with  202  the  preceding  year. 
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COTTON  CEOF  AHB  IHBVSTSIE8  OF  ADAJSA,  TTJEEEY. 

[Consul  Edward  I.  Nathan,  Merslna,  June  10.1 

The  cotton  crop  of  1915  in  the  Turkish  Province  of  Adana  will 
probably  not  exceed  50,000  bales,  owing  to  decreased  plantings  and  the 
ravages  of  locusts.  Last  j'ear's  crop  totaled  120,000  bales,  of  which 
60,0{K)  bales  have  been  exported.  About  10,000  bales  have  also  been 
required  by  the  four  spinning  and  weaving  mills  in  Tarsus  and 
Adana.  During  May  of  this  year  they  used  1,600  bales,  while  in  May, 
1914,  only  1,100  bales  were  needed. 

Thus  about  50,000  bales  of  cotton  remain  in  the  country,  most  of 
which,  however,  is  still  unginned.  The  stock  in  May,  1914,  did  not 
exceed  15,000  bales.  Italy's  entry  into  the  war  has  practically  stopped 
all  exports,  as  most  of  the  local  cotton  was  shipped  to  Austria  and 
Germany  via  Italy  on  Italian  steamers  which  have  ceased  calling 
here. 

The  mills  of  Tarsus  and  Adana  have  a  total  of  42,000  spindles,  of 
which  only  19,000  were  employed  during  May,  1914,  an  activity  of  454 

?er  cent ;  in  May,  1915,  33,000  spindles  were  operated,  an  activity  or 
8^  per  cent.  The  value  of  unbleached  cotton  goods  of  local  manu- 
facture on  hand  in  May,  1914,  was  $120,000,  and  in  May,  1915,  was 
$160,000, 

The  two  cottonseed-oil  mills  near  Mersina  are  in  operation  and 
produce  about  150  tons  of  oil  per  month. 


AMEBICAN  LEATHER  GOODS  IS  FEANCE. 

[Consul  William  H.  Hunt,  St.  Etlenne,  }uly  10.1 

As  a  result  of  a  trade  opportunity  sent  from  this  consulate  October 
27,  1914  (demand  for  shoes),  several  American  manufacturers  have 
shipped  over  initial  orders  for  shoes  valued  at  $5,000,  while  other 
shipments  are  en  route. 

These  genuine  American-made  shoes  are  attracting  much  attention 
in  the  window  displays  of  a  number  of  shoe  stores,  not  only  in  St. 
Etienne  but  in  other  important  cities  in  this  consular  district.  They 
have  given  entire  satisfaction,  are  in  constant  demand,  especially  by 
those  who  have  been  buying  the  so-called  "American  forms,  styles, 
and  models,"  which  have  been  palmed  off  as  the  genuine  American- 
made  article. 

Through  personal  activities  and  readiness  to  translate  all  corre- 
spondence into  English,  and  vice  versa,  a  group  has  been  formed  here 
to  handle  American  harness,  saddlery,  and  sole  leather.  Trial  ship- 
ments valued  at  $20,000  are  already  en  route,  and  if  found  satis- 
factory, there  is  business  in  view  for  the  near  future  which  will  prob- 
ably amount  to  $150,000  to  $200,000.  This  connection  with  American 
leather  manufacturers  was  made  through  the  distribution  of  Ameri- 
can trade  publications  among  French  merchants. 


"  Methods  Followed  in  Commercial  Canning  of  Foods,"  Department 
of  Agriculture  Bulletin  196,  covers  modem  factory  equipment  and 
methods  of  canning,  etc.;  illustrated;  for  sale  at  10  cents  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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.  THE  TOUSIST  ASD  HAWAII'S  CIVIC  OBOWTH. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Uonololu,  July  17.1 

Tourist  travel  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  has  been  built  up  by  the 
Oceanic,  Matson,  and  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Companies,  operating 
from  San  Francisco  to  Honolulu,  and  the  Canadian-Australian 
Steamship  Co.,  operating  between  Vancouver  and  Sydney  by  way  of 
Honolulu.  No  steamship  lines  have  been  established  between  Los 
Angeles  and  Honolulu  and  Seattle  and  Honolulu,  although  there  has 
been  considerable  discussion  upon  these  projects. 

So  far  as  they  affect  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  travel  conditions  have 
instanced  an  expansion  of  business  in  nearly  all  directions ;  a  remod- 
eling of  the  entire  city  through  straightening  and  widening  the 
streets  and  laying  permanent  pavements,  the  establishment  of  a 
rapid-transit  car  system  that  fairly  gridirons  the  city  and  extends 
around  each  of  the  islands,  and  the  continued  building  of  new  hotels 
and  additions  to  the  earlier  ones.  The  influence  of  the  tourist's  pi-es- 
ence  is  seen  in  the  remodeling  of  the  telephone  system  from  the  man- 
ual to  the  automatic ;  the  establishment  of  two  great  wireless  systems, 
the  Marconi  and  the  Federal,  both  of  which  connect  Hawaii  with  the 
American  mainland  and  with  all  ships  at  sea  in  that  part  of  the 
ocean ;  the  increase  of  the  various  fleets  of  steamers ;  the  building  of 
more  and  of  modem  schools;  the  establishment  of  new  and  modern 
wharves;  and  the  installation  of  water-supply  systems. 

As  to  hotels  the  old  Boyal  Hawaiian  Hotel  was  practically  the  only 
hosteli^  in  Honolulu  up  to  1900.  The  Great  Alexander  Young  Hotel, 
which  IS  built  of  California  stone  and  cost  nearly  $2,000,000,  occupies 
an  entire  city  block  down  town,  and  was  the  forerunner  of  other  mod- 
em hotels.  The  Moana  at  Waikiki  Beach — the  famous  bathing  re- 
sort where  swimming  and  canoeing  are  indulged  in  from  January  1 
to  December  31 — is  a  splendid  example  of  an  ocean-side  hotel.  The 
seaside  hotel  near-by  is  designed  on  more  tropical  lines  and  occupies 
a  beautiful  position  in  a  grove  of  historical  coconut  trees.  During 
tills  year  the  Pleasanton  Hotel  opened  a  large  addition  to  its  already 
large  facilities,  and  the  management  has  in  contemplation  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  building.  Other  hotels  are  enlarging,  all  of  which  indi- 
cates that  the  tourist  traffic  is  increasing. 

INDIAN  UABKET  FOB  OLASSWABE. 

[Vice  Consul  John  Stuart  Hunt,  Calcutta,  May  11.] 

The  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  of  glass  and  glass- 
ware to  secure  a  firm  footing  in  the  Indian  market  seems  at  this 
time  exceptionally  good.  It  may  be  instructive  to  note  that  the 
market  for  tableware,  tumblers,  decanters,  etc.,  and  for  windowpane 
glass  is,  considering  the  300,000,000  population  of  India,  compara- 
tively negligible,  for  the  reason  that  the  Hindu  will  dine  only  off 
brass,  and  the  Mahommedan  only  off  copper  or  pewter.  The  native 
houses  are  built,  almost  without  exception,  without  windows,  so  the 
only  users  of  tableware  and  windowpanes  are  the  Europeans  and  a 
few  of  the  Europeanized  maharajas  and  the  more  cultured  natives. 

[Detailed  statistics  concerning  the  imports  and  prices  of  articles  In  this  line 
Were  submitted  by  the  Calcutta  consulate  and  may  be  consulted  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  The  subject  Is  also  covered  In  Special 
Consular  Keports  No.  72  on  "British  India."] 
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PROPOSED  EZFOBT  TAX  OH  MIHESAIS  IS  TEBJJ. 

[Consul  General  W.  W.  Handler,  Callao-Uma,  Tone  30,  1015.     Commercial  Attacb6  A.  I. 
Harrington,  Lima,  July  6,  1915.] 

Owing  to  the  necessity  for  augmenting  the  Government  revenues, 
which  have  greatly  decreased  since  the  beginning  of  the  European 
war,  the  levjring  of  export  duties  on  minerals  is  under  consideratioii 
in  Peru.  The  matter  is  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Peruvian  Congress 
diortly  after  it  convenes  on  July  28,  and  in  the  event  that  the  pro- 
posed bill  is  enacted  it  is  to  be  anticipated  that  the  earnings  of  Amer- 
ican mining  corporations  in  Peru  will  be  materially  affected.  The 
contemplated  legislation  will  also  probably  have  a  deterrent  effect  on 
the  future  investment  of  United  States  capital  in  Peruvian  mining  in- 
dustries and  will  doubtless  indirectly  result  in  a  decreased  demand  in 
that  country  for  United  States  exports,  as  the  mining  companies  are 
large  importers  of  American  products. 

The  proposed  law  provides  for  graduated  export  duties  on  the  fol- 
lowing products  and  their  derivatives  in  various  forms :  Gold,  silver, 
copper,  lead,  tungsten,  vanadium,  molybdenum,  zinc,  bismuth,  anti- 
mony, and  borates,  crude  and  calcined.  Petroleum  and  petroleum 
products,  as  well  as  alkaline  salts,  are  also  to  be  subject  to  export 
tax,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  proposed  law. 

[A  coj>y  of  the  bill,  together  with  newspaper  and  other  comment 
thereon,  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  application.] 


HOLLAim'S  COTTON  SUPPLIES. 

[Uancheater  (England)  Guardian,  Julj  21.] 

Messrs.  Hornby,  Hemelryk  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  yesterday  received 
a  letter  from  a  firm  who  are  agents  of  theirs  at  a  place  in  Holland, 
near  the  German  frontier,  dealing  at  length  with  what  were  de- 
scribed as  misconceptions  in  England  in  reference  to  Dutch  imports 
of  cotton  from  this  country.  The  writers  repeat  explanations  which 
have  already  appeared  in  our  columns  and  proceed : 

Some  of  our  epinnlng  mills  a  few  weeks  ago  were  compelled  to  work  short 
time ;  in  fact,  we  know  one  mill  which  has  been  stopped  altogether,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  raw  material,  which  was  due  to  England  having  held  up  the  supplies. 
Only  yesterday  a  member  of  one  of  our  most  important  spinning  and  manu- 
facturing firms  told  us  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  season  he  bought  a 
few  hundred  bales  of  cotton  on  the  terms  "  shipment  from  America  direct/ 
indirect."  The  cotton  was  shipped  indirect,  i.  e.,  via  England,  and  it  was 
more  than  six  months  before  this  cotton  arrived  in  Rotterdam.  We  were  told 
that  at  one  mill  one  of  these  days  30  railway  trucks,  containing  1,500  bales  of 
cotton,  arrived.  Taking  into  account  also  that  our  spinners  hove  to  carry  a 
much  larger  stock  than  before  the  war,  i.  e.,  when  they  bought  from  Bremen; 
owing  to  the  supplies  not  being  available  so  conveniently  and  to  the  many 
uncertainties,  irregularities,  and  difficulties  in  the  shipping  situation,  it  will  be 
clear  to  you  that  there  is  nothing  extraordinary  in  tlie  fact  that  sometimes  the 
arrivals  are  larger  than  the  Immediate  needs.  As,  of  course,  our  weavers  must 
receive  yam,  our  local  spinning  mills  will  have  to  do  their  utmost  to  meet  their 
requirements  as  nearly  as  possible,  which  again  makes  the  consumption  of  raw 
cotton  larger.  In  fact,  we  already  heard  of  one  mill  intending  to  start  working 
night  and  day. 

The  asbestos  of  Georgia  is  especially  suitable  for  manufacturing 
asbestos  shingles;  the  supply  seems  adequate  to  meet  all  demands. 
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CONDItlOHS  inilEAVOSABLE  FOB  VllEHCIA  ONIONS. 

IConsal  Ctaade  I.  Dawson,  Valencia,  Spain,  July  IS.] 

Pessimistic  rumors  have  begun  to  circulate  regarding  the  onion 
crop  now  in  the  ground,  based  on  the  condition  and  market  of  the 
early  or  "  babosa  "  variety  and  generally  unfavorable  growing  con- 
ditions. This  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  splendid  outlook  earlier 
in  the  year.  Even  as  late  as  the  first  week  of  May  the  fields  were  in 
splendid  shape  as  a  result  of  timely  and  abundant  rains,  but  unfor- 
tunately copious  showers  followed  one  after  the  other,  frequently 
accompanied  by  heavy  winds,  hailstorms,  or  sudden  changes  m  tem- 
perature, with  the  result  that  practically  all  growing  crops  suffered. 

Besides  affecting  the  quality  of  the  babosa  onions,  which  have  been 
on  the  market  for  six  or  eight  weeks,  making  it  almost  impossible  to 
ship  them  in  the  usual  quantity  for  fear  of  arriving  in  defective  con- 
dition, the  unsettled  weather  prevented  the  early  planting  of  the 
grano  variety,  which  constitutes  nine-tenths  of  the  Valencia  crop. 

Tamers'  Paper  Profits  in  Danger. 

The  babosa  season  is  now  practically  over,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  much  produce  is  still  on  hand.  Farmers  alone  have  profited, 
judging  by  the  feverish  activity  displayed  by  speculators  long  before 
the  harvest,  in  contracting  for  the  yield  at  high  prices;  but  as  it  is  the 
practice  to  sell  on  credit,  or  a  percentage  in  cash  and  the  balance 
after  the  onions  have  been  marketed,  and  packers  generally  have 
operated  at  a  loss  and  will  be  unable  to  liquidate  accounts  in  fullj  the 

1)aper  profits  of  growers  are  likely  to  be  transformed  into  positive 
OSS. 

The  bad  season  so  far  has  been  caused  by  defective  onions  and 
Egyptian  competition.  The  latter  exerted  special  influence  because 
the  British  Government  prohibited  reexports  to  Holland  as  a  safe- 
guard against  ultimate  sale  to  Germany.  The  English  markets  were 
therefore  well  supplied,  and  whereas  Valencia  shipments  have  been 
one-third  smaller  from  the  start,  consistently  bad  arrivals  had  a 
further  depressing  effect  on  prices,  which  finally  reached  the  low 
level  of  $1.40  to  $1.90  per  case,  with  positive  loss  of  75  cents  to  $1 
per  case  to  shippers. 
Contracts  Xade  by  Speculators  In  Haste. 

An  unusual  circumstance  this  season  was  the  haste  with  which 
speculators  contracted  for  onions.  Many  transactions  were  made 
with  growers  as  early  as  April  at  the  rate  of  $1.08  per  hundredweight 
(110  pounds).  It  was  even  reported  that  some  planters  sold  the 
prospective  yield  by  the  "hanegada"  (land  measurement  equal  to 
one-twelfth  hectare  or  approximately  one-fifth  acre),  at  a  price  which 
works  out  about  75  cents  per  hundredAveight.  Other  agreements  were 
made  on  the  basis  of  market  prices  at  the  time  of  harvest. 

All  forecasts  of  the  1915  grano  onion  crop  agree  that  the  average 
bulb  will  be  smaller  than  usual,  and  that  continued  unfavoraljie 
atmospheric  conditions  have  retarded  its  growth  and  made  it  less 
hardy  even  than  last  season. 


"  What  India  Buys  "  is  given  in  the  greatest  detail  in  the  new  India 
Hand  Book,  640  pages,  price  $1,  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
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BirSSIAN  STTGAIl  SITTTATIOir. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Jane  16.1 

The  director  of  the  Kieff  Excise  Department  states  that  the  amount 
of  fine  sugar  (sand  sugar)  at  the  sugar  factories  of  the  Kieff  district 
at  present  exceeds  the  quantity  owned  by  these  factories  in  the 
previous  year  by  5,000,000  poods  (90,000  short  tons).  There  are 
about  13,000,000  poods  (235,000  short  tons)  of  fine  sugar  in  the 
Province  of  Kieff.  The  reason  why  this  sugar  was  not  placed  on  tlie 
market  was  the  scarcity  of  cars;  but  according  to  information  re- 
ceived by  the  Excise  Department  this  obstacle  is  now  removed,  and 
sugar  will  be  placed  on  the  market  in  sufficient  quantities.  The  high 
prices  on  sugar  are  caused  by  the  increased  cost  of  production,  the 
scarcity  of  fuel  and  of  labor,  the  high  cost  of  some  of  the  material, 
and  the  difficulty  of  transportation. 

The  prices  are  also  considerably  influenced  by  the  unfavorable 
prospects  for  the  future  production  of  sugar,  the  uncertainty  of  this 
season's  crop,  and  the  probable  difficulty  in  securing  the  required 
material.  The  manufacturers  who  possess  a  supply  of  sugar  are  un- 
willing to  place  it  on  the  market,  as  they  expect  to  resize  better 
prices  in  the  future. 

The  refined-sugar  situation  is  more  complicated.  On  May  1, 1915, 
there  were  3,000,000  poods  (54,000  short  tons)  of  refined  sugar  at 
the  sugar  factories  of  the  Province  of  Kieff  j  but  this  quantity  has 
since  considerably  decreased,  and  the  majority  of  these  sugar  fac- 
tories have  discontinued  operations  to  make  repairs. 

The  consumption  of  remaed  sugar  has  increased  enormously ;  very 
large  supplies  have  been  purchased  for  the  army,  while  the  consump- 
tion of  sugar  by  the  population  has  greatly  increased  on  account  of 
the  prohibition  of  alcoholic  drinks. 


FEUIT  EXPOETS  FEOM  POETO  EICO. 

[Harwood  Hull,  correspondent,  San  Juan,  July  28.] 

At  the  close  of  what  has  been  an  imsatisfactory  fruit  year,  from 
the  standpoint  of  prices,  export  records  show  that  more  than  1,000,000 
packages  of  grapefruit,  oranges,  and  pineapples  have  been  shipped 
from  the  island,  chiefly  to  New  York.  This  is  the  largest  number  of 
packages  shipped  since  the  fruit  industry  commenced  to  be  developed 
and  the  total  would  have  been  much  larger  had  prices  for  grape- 
fruit during  the  height  of  the  shipping  season  warranted  shipment. 
Thousands  of  boxes  of  grapefruit  were  buried  in  the  groves,  the 
growers  not  caring  to  risk  having  to  pay  forwarding  charges. 

Of  the  million  packages  more  than  half  were  pineapples,  the  prices 
for  which  were  considered  unusually  favorable  throughout  most  of 
the  season.  There  were  275,000  boxes  of  grapefruit  and  over  200,000 
boxes  of  oranges  shipped.  Of  the  oranges  about  50,000  boxes  were 
cultivated  fruit  and  the  balance  wild  fruit. 

On  account  of  the  war  shipments  to  Europe  were  restricted,  while 
in  previous  years  successful  efforts  were  being  made  to  build  up  a 
market  for  the  Porto  Eican  fruit  in  France  and  England  particu- 
larly. The  stopping  of  most  of  the  trans-Atlantic  steamers  also  had 
a  serious  effect  on  the  island  fruit,  particularly  grapefruit,  which  in 
previous  years  has  found  a  large  outlet  on  these  steamers. 
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SCABCITY  OF  TEA  DT  £TJSSIA. 

[Conral  Oeneral  Jobn  H.  Snodgrau,  Moscow,  June  18.] 

The  condition  of  the  tea  market  has  been  rather  critical  recently 
owing  to  the  limited  and  decreasing  supplies  and  the  increasing  de- 
mand. In  consequence  of  the  prohibition  of  alcoholic  drinks,  tea  has 
become  the  principal  drink  oi  the  population.  The  supplies  stored 
in  the  provincial  towns  are  becoming  exhausted,  and  the  dealers  are 
anxious  to  supplement  them.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Indian  tea 
season  of  1914,  when  the  transactions  are  usually  concluded,  these 
could  not  take  place  owing  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war;  it  was 
impossible  to  secure  the  required  supplies,  and  what  had  been  bought 
was  delayed  in  shipping.  Consequently  the  dealers  disposed  of  the 
remaining  supplies  of  former  years. 

The  transportation  of  new  supplies  is  extremely  difficult,  the  only 
possible  route  being  via  Vladivostok.  The  shipments  are  sold  in 
the  retail  trade  as  soon  as  they  are  received.  The  provincial  dealers, 
in  view  of  such  conditions,  make  every  effort  to  secure  a  supply  oi 
tea,  while  the  wholesale  dealers  are  afraid  to  exhaust  their  supply, 
and  as  a  rule  will  supply  only  60  to  70  per  cent  of  the  ordered  quan- 
tities.   All  transactions  are  concluded  on  cash  terms. 

Since  March  13  the  duty  on  tea  has  been  raised  by  8  rubles  per 
pood,  an  increase  of  nearly  11.5  cents  per  pound,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  tea  sold  either  rises  in  price  or  becomes  inferior  in  quality. 
The  present  season  on  the  Chinese  tea  market  has  begim  with  in- 
creased prices,  which  is  explained  by  the  great  demand  on  the  part 
of  the  Eussian  market.  Great  Britain,  and  other  countries. 

It  is  reported  that  shipments  estimated  at  several  hundred  thou- 
sand poods  (1  pood=36.1128  pounds)  of  tea  are  now  Ij^ing  at  Vladi- 
vostok, but  that  a  very  limited  number  of  cars  is  being  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  shippers  to  transport  it.  If  the  transportation 
facilities  do  not  improve  in  the  near  future,  it  is  likely  that  tea 
prices  will  experience  a  further  rise. 


FITBLICATIONS  OF  THE  DEFABTMENT  OF  COMMEBCE. 

"List  of  Publications  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  Available 
for  Distribution  "  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet  issued  about  twice  a  year 
by  the  Division  of  Publications  or  the  department  for  free  distribu- 
tion. The  list  contains  the  titles  of  all  available  publications  of  the 
department,  full  instructions  as  to  how  they  may  be  obtained,  and 
condensed  information  concerning  the  scope  of  the  publication  work 
of  the  department. 

There  is  also  issued  monthly  by  the  division  a  list  of  the  publica- 
tions becoming  available  during  the  month  for  distribution. 

Persons  desiring  to  receive  these  pamphlets  regularly  may  have  their 
names  placed  on  the  mailing  list  by  applying  to  the  Chief  Division  of 
Publications,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 


"  Industrial  Accident  Statistics,"  Labor  Statistics  Bureau  Bulletin 
157,  containing  statistics  on  industrial  accidents  in  the  United  States, 
may  be  had  for  20  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
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PATENT  LAW  OF  CHUK 

[B7  Luis  Harneckcr,  patent  expert,  Santiago;  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attach^ 

V.  L.  Havens.] 

A  patent  obtained  in  Chile  confers  on  the  inventor  or  his  assignee 
the  exclusive  right  to  manufacture,  sell,  import,  or  export  the  article 
patented.  Patents  are  granted  with  Government  guaranty  and  upon 
an  examination  of  the  usefulness  and  novelty  of  the  invention  by 
the  experts  designated  by  the  Patent  Office  in  accordance  with  the 
law. 

The  term  for  which  patents  are  granted  is  determined  in  each  case 
by  the  Government  and  may,  according  to  law,  vary  from  1  to  20 
years.  By  general  practice  this  term  is  usually  limited  to  10  years, 
out  when  patents  of  importance  requiring  the  investment  of  large 
sums  of  money  are  concerned,  or  for  other  sufficient  reasons  which 
seem  to  the  (Government  to  justify  such  extension,  grants  may  be 
obtained  for  12  to  15  years  and,  in  exceptional  cases,  for  the  maxi- 
mum period  of  20  years  allowed  by  law. 

The  Republic  of  Chile  has  not  concluded  treaties  on  the  subject  of 
industrial  property  with  any  other  nation,  and  accordingly  any  in- 
vention patented  in  a  foreign  country  may  be  privileged  in  Chile 
without  exception  or  limitation,  at  any  time,  even  several  years  after 
the  invention  has  been  first  patented  in  other  countries.  In  such  cases 
the  Chilean  law  requires  only  that  the  invention  must  be  unknown 
and  not  in  use  in  the  Republic  at  the  date  on  which  the  patent  is 
applied  for,  and  that  the  original  patent  granted  to  the  inventor  be 
still  in  force  in  the  foreign  country. 

Inventions  which  have  been  put  to  public  use  in  Chile,  whether  by 
the  inventor  or  by  any  other  person,  may  not  be  patented.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  from  the  moment  the  invention  has  been  made  known 
to  the  public  or  put  on  sale  the  inventor  tacitly  renounces  his  right 
to  patent  the  article.  Rights  once  lost  can  not  be  recovered,  even 
when  the  publicity  of  the  invention  has  been  brought  about  by  fraud 
or  without  the  consent  of  the  inventor. 

It  is  well  to  note  that  in  Chile  patent  rights  may  be  solicited  by  the 
inventor  in  person  or  by  his  legal  representative,  as  well  as  by  the 
assignee  of  the  patent  in  his  own  name. 

If  the  applicant  does  not  reside  in  Chile,  he  is  obliged  to  appoint 
a  duly  authorized  representative  having  his  fixed  residence  in  San- 
tiago, the  capital  of  the  Republic. 

Soonments  Beqnired  in  Applying  for  a  Patent. 

The  application  for  a  patent  must  be  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  A  power  of  attorney  in  Spanish,  signed  by  the  inventor  and 
legalized  by  a  Chilean  consul  if  coming  from  a  iforeign  country.  It 
is  advisable  to  leave  the  power  of  attorney  blank,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  filled  out  in  the  most  convenient  form.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  nationality  of  the  inventor  and  his  address  be  stated 
in  the  power  of  attorney,  in  order  that  these  items  may  be  inserted  in 
the  petition  to  be  presented  to  the  Government. 

2.  If  the  name  of  the  corporation  or  company  applying  for  a 
patent  is  in  a  language  other  than  Spanish,  it  should  be  stated  not 
only  in  the  language  of  the  country  but  also  with  its  exact  equivalent 
in  Spanish.    This  translation  should  be  absolutely  correct,  as  it  is 
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to  be  inscribed  in  the  official  title  of  the  patent  together  with  the 
name  in  the  original  language. 

3.  The  description  of  the  invention  should  be  written  in  correct 
Spanish.  If  the  inventor  is  not  familiar  with  this  language,  he 
should  include  a  very  clear  and  complete  description  in  his  own  Ian- 
gaage  and  according  to  his  own  ideas,  to  be  used  in  correcting  any 
error  in  translation.  The  paper  used  should  be  of  regular  size,  in 
no  case  larger  than  22  by  33  centimeters.  The  use  of  thin  silk  paper 
is  prohibit^. 

4.  Drawings,  plans,  or  photographs  in  duplicate  not  larger  than  25 
by  85  centimeters  should  be  presented.  If  the  plans  or  drawings 
exceed  the  above  dimensions  they  must  be  made  on  canvas  or  flexible 
drawing  paper,  so  that  they  may  be  folded  to  the  size  indicated. 

5.  Photographs  are  intended  only  to  make  the  description  of  the 
invention  clearer,  and  are  required  only  in  the  case  of  machines,  ap- 
paratus, or  other  inventions  which  have  been  constructed  and  are 
capable  of  being  photographed. 

6.  In  every  cote  the  inventor  must  state  whether  he  has  patented 
his  invention  in  any  other  country  or  not.  If  so,  a  copy  of  the  pat- 
ent, a  certificate,  or  other  document  serving  to  prove  the  date  of  the 
original  patent  in  the  foreign  country  and  the  duration  of  the  privi- 
lege should  accompany  the  application,  for  by  means  of  these  data 
the  Chilean  Government  will  be  enabled  to  fix  the  term  for  which  the 
patent  is  to  be  granted. 

Pees  and  Taxes. 

After  the  patent  has  been  granted  no  charge  or  tax  is  imposed  by 
the  Government  during  the  time  conceded,  except  the  charges  of  the 
office  and  those  occasioned  by  the  working  of  the  patent,  which  occurs 
but  once.  [As  soon  as  the  applicant  is  informed  that  his  applica- 
tion has  been  favorably  acted  on  and  before  the  patent  is  granted, 
the  official  fee  of  100  pesos  must  be  paid  into  the  Fiscal  Treasury  at 
Santiago  and  the  receipt  presented  to  the  Patent  Office.  Publication 
of  the  application,  expert  investigation,  etc.,  are  also  at  the  expense 
of  the  applicant,  and  to  cover  these  expenses  an  additional  140  pesos 
must  be  deposited  with  the  Patent  Office.  In  case  two  experts  are 
necessary  the  deposit  must  be  increased  by  100  pesos,  and  other  ex- 
traordinary features  of  the  case  may  increase  the  expenses  still 
further.  Peso,  fluctuating,  worth  about  $0.16  according  to  latest 
quotation.] 
AMignment  of  Patents. 

An  inventor  may  sell,  cede,  or  transfer  his  rights  to  another  per- 
son. Such  transfer  should  have  the  sanction  of  the  Chilean  Gov- 
ernment and  be  noted  in  the  proper  office. 

To  effect  an  assignment  the  following  documents  are  required : 

1.  A  copy  of  the  document  by  which  the  owner  of  the  patent 
assigns  or  transfers  his  rights  to  the  assignee. 

2.  A  power  of  attorney  from  the  assignee  to  apply  for  and  obtain 
from  the  Chilean  Government  the  approval  and  registry  of  the  as- 
signment. Both  of  these  documents  should  be  legalized  by  a  Cliilean 
consul  if  made  out  in  a  foreign  country. 

Working  of  Patent 

The  provisions  of  the  Chilean  patent  law  require  that  the  inventor 
shall  manufacture,  import,  or  put  into  active  operation  his  invention, 
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making  it  known  in  the  countnr  within  the  time  stipulated  in  each 
case  (generally  two  years  for  foreign  inventors).  If  these  stipula- 
tions are  not  observed  the  inventor  loses  his  rights  and  the  patent 
is  annulled. 

It  may  be  seen  that  these  conditions  are  easily  fulfilled,  for  the 
patent  law  offers  great  inducements  to  foreign  inventors  to  import 
their  inventions  into  the  country.  The  law  of  Chile  does  not  require 
the  inventor  to  manufacture  or  prepare  the  patented  machine  or  ar- 
ticle in  the  country,  and  the  inventor  thus  nas  complete  liberty  to 
carry  on  his  operations  in  conformity  with  his  own  interests  and  may 
manufacture  the  article  either  in  this  counti^  or  abroad,  importing 
the  finished  article  into  the  Republic.  In  either  case  he  maintains 
his  rights  as  inventor. 

Under  the  existing  regidations  exceptions  are  made  in  certain 
cases  to  the  requirement  that  the  patented  object  be  imported  into 
the  country.  Such  exceptions  are  made  in  case  the  inventor  has  a 
commercial  agency  or  authorized  representative,  allowing  the  public 
to  obtain  the  article  on  certain  conditions,  or  when  the  invention  is 
offered  for  sale,  or  when  permission  to  exploit  the  invention  is  offered 
on  such  terms  as  the  inventor  may  consider  suitable. 

These  exceptions  are  made  only  in  extraordinary  cases  and  are 
qualified  as  such  by  the  Patent  Office.  They  are  granted  particu- 
larly in  the  case  of  submarines,  nautical  articles  and  general  ma- 
chinery, large  and  costly  installations  of  industrial  and  other  ma- 
chinery, chemical  and  mineral  processes  which  can  not  be  put  into 
effective  operation  in  the  country  for  want  of  the  proper  means  or 
location  to  put  them  into  practice,  or  because  the  invention  can  not 
be  made  a  financial  success  in  the  coimtry. 

When  any  of  these  exceptional  cases  are  presented,  the  Patent 
Office  will  decide  whether  the  causes  alleged  by  the  inventor  are 
acceptable  or  not.  On  determining  this  point  in  the  affirmative,  in 
accordance  with  the  legal  formahties  the  above-named  office  will 
publish  in  the  Santiago  press  at  the  expense  of  the  interested  party 
a  notice  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  A.  is  the  recognized  commercial  agent 
or  representative  of  the  proprietor  of  such  and  such  a  patent.  There- 
after the  inventor  is  established  in  full  possession  of  his  patent  for 
the  entire  period  of  the  concession. 

When  some  extraordinary  difficulty  prevents  the  foreign  inventor 
from  importing  his  patented  article  mto  the  country  within  the 
stipulated  time,  or  when  he  can  give  reasons  considered  adequate  by 
the  Patent  Office,  an  extension  oi  the  period  for  importing  the  par- 
ticular article  may  be  obtained,  but  such  extension  of  time  will  be 
granted  only  once.  In  petitioning  for  an  extension  of  time  the  fol- 
lowing documents  should  be  presented : 

1.  A  power  of  attorney  in  Spanish  given  by  the  inventor  and  legal- 
ized by  a  Chilean  consul. 

2.  A  detailed  explanation  of  reasons  or  causes  which  have  pre- 
vented the  importation  or  manufacture  of  the  patented  article,  or 
why  an  agent  or  representative  has  not  been  appointed. 
Annnlment  of  Patents. 

In  January  of  each  year  the  Patent  Office  makes  out  a  list  of  all 
patents  forfeited  during  the  preceding  year  owing  to  the  failure 
of  their  owners  to  comply  with  the  working  provisions  of  the  patent 
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law.    The  GoTermnent  then  nullifies  all  those  patents,  allowing  the 
inventor  no  right  to  make  any  claim  for  infringement. 

Reyalldatioii  of  Patents. 

Fatbits  which  have  been  declared  annulled  by  the  Government  in 
accordance  with  the  last  paragraph  may  be  revalidated  and  obtained 
anew,  but  only  in  case  the  public  has  not  yet  opened  and  made  use 
of  the  specifications  of  the  invention.  In  applying  for  a  revalidation 
the  same  procedure  is  employed  as  in  making  the  original  application,- 
and  the  same  fees  are  charged. 

Zxteaiioiu  maA  Beaewals. 

Patents  granted  for  a  fixed  term  of  6,  8,  or  10  years  may  be  're- 
newed in  certain  cases.  Such  renewal  is  obtained  from  the  Govern- 
ment, but  is  granted  only  in  special  cases  upon  the  previous  recom- 
mendation of  the  Patent  Office.  In  any  case  the  total  term  of  the 
privilege  may  not  exceed  20  years. 
Sample*. 

In  case  of  machinery  to  be  patented  or  objects  or  articles  of 
small  dimensions  which  the  inventor  has  already  manufactured,  the 
Patent  Office  requires,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  that » sample  of  tiie 
article  be  placed  in  the  industrial  museum  annexed  to  the  Patent  Office. 
The  office  is  thereby  in  a  better  position  to  detect  any  imitation  which 
another  might  attempt  to  patent,  thus  avoiding  the  possibility  of 
granting  patents  to  dishonest  applicants  and  the  necessity  of  resort- 
mg  to  the  law  to  punish  them. 


FTTLF-WOOD  CONSUMPTION  IN  CANADA  INCBEASES. 

[CoDsnl  Felix  S.  3.  Jobnson,  KlBgstoD,  July  10.] 

Canadian  statistics  show  that  the  consumption  of  pulp  wood  in 
Canada  increased  nearly  10^  per  cent  in  1914,  compared  with  1913. 
Since  1910  the  increase  has  been  lOi  per  cent.  The  66  active  pulp 
mills  in  Canada  in  1914  consumed  1,224,376  cords  of  pulp  wood, 
valued  at  $8,089,868,  while  in  addition  to  this  972,508  cords,  valued  at 
$6,680,490,  were  exported  in  an  unmanufactured  state.  In  1914,  56.7 
per  cent  of  all  pulp  wood  produced  in  Canada  was  made  into  pulp 
m  Canada  and  44.3  per  cent  was  exported,  chiefly  to  the  United 
States  in  the  raw  or  cordwood  state.  Formerly  only  one-third  of  the 
pulp  wood  produced  in  Canada  was  made  into  domestic  pulp. 

The  proportion  of  pulp  made  by  chemical  processes  is  increasing, 
as  compared  with  pulp  produced  by  the  ground-wood  process. 

Forest  industries  supply  12  per  cent  of  the  Dominion  foreign  trade 
and  16  per  cent  of  Canada's  railroad  traffic,  and  equal  in  value  her 
annual  wheat  crop.  To  make  the  best  of  native  woods,  the  Dominion 
Department  of  the  Interior  has  established  in  connection  with  the 
Forest  Branch  a  forest  products  laboratory.  This  institution  is  con- 
stantly at  work  testing  wood  for  paper  making,  furniture,  etc.,  and 
has  just  completed  an  investigation  into  wood  paving. 


A  list  of  the  hotels  in  Port  Limon  and  Cartago,  Costa  Rica,  sup- 
plied by  Consul  C.  Donaldson  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
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FOREIGN  TBADE  OPFOBTTJNITTES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  brancli  offleei.  Request 
tor  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  Ale  number  given. 

The  following  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  (Nos.  17670  to  17686)  were  Inadvertently 
omitted  In  the  July  30  Issue  of  Coumebce  Repobts  : 

Olass,  etc..  No.  17676. — ^A  firm  In  Argentina  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  l>e  placed  in  communication  witli  American  manufacturers 
of  materials  for  constructing  fancy  and  painted  glass  windows,  particuiariy 
fancy  white  glass,  colored  glass,  and  bronze  filling  for  windows.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  conducted  in  Spanish. 

Safety  valves,  No.  17677. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Russia  reports  that  a 
large  firm  In  bis  district  desires  to  receive  prices  on  safety  valves  for  boilers 
and  reservoirs. 

Surgical  instruments,  etc..  No.  17678. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil 
writes  that  a  firm  in  bis  district  wishes  quotations  from  American  mann- 
turers  of  surgical  instruments,  together  with  electrical  medical  apparatus. 

Printing  machinery  and  offlcc  supplies.  No.  17670. — A  Russian  firm  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  t>e  put  in  communication  with 
manufacturers  of  printing  maeWnery  and  office  supplies.  Prices  should  be 
quoted  in  Russian  values  and  c.  i.  f. 

Glassware,  etc.,-  No.  17680. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports 
that  a  firm  in  Ills  district  is  in  the  market  for  glassware,  trinkets,  etc.,  for 
tbe  use  of  hotels. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  17681. — ^A  firm  in  Portagal  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  wishes  to  act  as  representative  for  American  manu- 
facturers of  agricultural  machinery,  sugar  macblnwy,  machinery  for  ex- 
tracting palm  oil,  rice  bulling  machines,  locomotives  and  tractors,  cen- 
trifugal pumps,  etc.  Correspondence  should  be  conducted  in  French  or 
Portuguese.    Reference  is  furnished. 

Bteel  iillets.  No.  17682. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that 
there  is  an  opportunity  in  his  district  for  the  i^ale  of  steel  billets,  2  Inches 
up  to  S  inches.  Tbe  Btm  will  act  either  as  exclusive  agent  or  will  buy. 
0.  i.  f.  quotatioQS  are  re^pKsted. 

Cocoa,  coffee,  and  crude  rubber.  No.  17683. — A  firm  in  Portugal  writes  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  export  cocoa,  coffee,  and  crude 
rubber. 

Machinery  and  materials  for  canteens.  No.  17684. — The  commercial  attach^  of 
the  Department  of  Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  business  man  in 
Spain  desires  materials  aud  machinery  for  tbe  manufacture  of  aluminum 
army  canteens. 

Electrical  goods.  No.  17685. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Wales  has  trans- 
mitted a  detailed  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  s.ale  of  electric 
fans,  Irons,  duster.s,  lamps,  etc.  A  copy  of  this  report  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation to  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce  or  Us  branch 
offices. 

Roicboat  motors.  No.  17686. — .\n  .Vmerican  consular  officer  In  Burma  has  for- 
warded a  report  relative  to  a  iwssible  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  rowboat 
motors  in  that  country.  A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 


Chrysotile  asbestos  mines  in  Arizona  are  producing  a  high  grade 
spinning  fiber.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  chrysotile  will  be  found 
at  other  points  in  the  Arizona  field  and  ultimately  form  the  basis  of 
an  industry. 
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BOXJTES  TO  SWirZEBLANS  FOE  AHEBICAN  GOODS. 

[Cablegram  from  Vice  Consul  De  Witt  C.  Poole,  Paris,  supplementing  dispatch  In  Com- 
merce Refosts  for  July  30,  1019.] 

Further  inquiry  confirms  the  inadvisability  of  routing  Swiss  ship- 
ments via  the  port  of  Cette.  The  railroad  which  serves  the  port 
states  that  it  is  dispatching  1,500  tons  merchandise  daily  from 
there  to  Switzerland ;  all  berths  are  occupied  and  one  or  more  ships 
are  waiting  in  outer  harbor.  Havre  is  the  only  French  port  now 
capable  of  accommodating  a  large  volume  of  tonnage  from  United 
States  to  Switzerland. 

FSEirCH  EMSAEGO  ON  MACHINE  TOOIS. 

[Telegram  from  Vice  Consul  De  Witt  C.  I'oolc,  Jr.,  Paris,  received  Aug.  2,  1915.] 

The  exportation  from  France  of  machine  tools  and  parts  thereof 
is  prohibited  by  a  decree  in  effect  August  1.  The  Minister  of  Finance 
is  authorized  to  permit  exportation  in  particular  cases,  and  applica- 
tions should  be  addressed  to  him. 


EHBAEOO  ON  MAONESITE  IN  OEEECE. 

According  to  information  received  from  the  American  consul  at 
Athens,  dated  July  10,  1915,  magnesite  ore,  crude  and  calcined,  has 
been  added  to  the  embargo  list  of  Greece. 


Figures  from  Denmark  furnished  by  Consul  General  E.  D.  Win- 
slow,  at  Copenhagen,  showing  the  number  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs, 
and  sheep  on  hand  May  15,  1916,  disclose  a  decrease  in  all  except 
sheep,  while  in  the  latter  there  is  an  increase  from  last  year,  Avhich 
is  considered  remarkable.  Compared  with  the  numbers  on  hand 
July  7,  1914,  the  figures  are:  Horses  decreased  from  567,000  to 
526,000;  cattle  from  2,463,000  to  2.416.000;  hogs  from  2,497,000  to 
1,919,000,  and  sheep  increased  from  515,000  to  533,000. 
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ITNITEO  STATES  SENDS  BICE  TO  SOUTH  AMEBICA. 
VEHEZVELA. 

[Vice  Consul  Edward  B.  Cipriani,  La  Guaira.] 

Xarket  Improved  Surlng  Present  Year. 

Rice  in  Venezuela  forms  a  portion  of  the  daily  food  in  nearly 
every  household,  and  among  the  peasant  classes,  with  the  addition 
of  the  black  bean,  provides  almost  the  entire  sustenance  of  life. 
Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  American  rice  has  been 
finding  a  much  improved  market  in  Venezuela,  and  imports  have 
been  steadily  increasing  this  year. 

Changes  In  Imports  from  Beveral  Countries. 

The  United  States,  during  the  second  half  of  1913,  contributed 
practically  nothing  to  the  imports  of  rice  through  La  Guaira,  the 
total  amount  being  $5.79.  In  the  first  half  of  1914,  $25.86  worth  was 
sold,  but  in  the  second  half  of  the  same  year,  the  period  of  the  war, 
the  amount  rose  to  $12,825. 

Germany,  through  the  war  period  of  1914,  sent  rice  to  the  value  of 
$2,364,  less  than  half  of  her  imports  in  the  first  half  of  that  year. 
France  made  extensive  sales  in  the  second  half  of  1914,  sending 
$10,857,  as  against  no  sales  made  during  the  preceding  two  half 
years  under  peace  conditions. 

Imports  from  Holland,  the  principal  supplier  of  rice  to  Venezuela, 
decreased  greatly  during  the  six  first  months  of  the  war,  being 
$41,824  as  against  $68,524  in  the  first  half  of  1914.  The  small  trade 
with  Italy  did  not  suffer  any  material  change. 

Total  imports  of  rice  into  all  Venezuela  during  the  second  half  of 
1914  amounted  to  $178,293,  or  $41,748  less  than  in  the  preceding  half 
year.    Importations  of  rjce  through  the  port  of  La  Guaira  were : 


Country. 


Oermonv 

United  States . 

Spain 

France . 


Holland 

Vnited  Kingdom. 

Italy  

Denmark 


Total. 


82,395 


The  quality  of  American  rice  has  received  favorable  comment 
among  buyers  here,  and  should  hold  its  place  permanently  in  the 
markets  of  A'onezuela. 

CHILE. 

[Consul  Goncral  L.  J.  Koena,  Valparaiso.] 

Sources  of  Chilean  Imports  of  Rice. 

Chilean  imports  of  rice  per  vear,  taken  on  the  ba.sis  of  the  statistics 
and  tables  for  1913.  total  40,350,340  pounds,  valued  at  $935,281.  The 
sources  of  .supply  were: 
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Countries. 

Poonds. 

Value. 

Conn  tries. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

United  States 

99,427 

484,240 

15,684,403 

9,217,532 

8,366,536 

82,305 

11,224 

36),546 

213.649 

193,695 

Java 

fO.ftHK 
6,247,499 
1,180,012 

United  Kingdom 

Peru 

121,631 

flermany 

All  other 

27,361 

ItalT 

IndM 

Total 

40,350,340 

935,281 

As  it  is  improbable  that  the  countries  now  at  war  will  be  able  to 
continue  to  supply  the  Chilean  market  there  should  be  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  the  sale  of  American  rice. 

Cttrrent  Prices  for  Xl«e  in  Local  Market. 

Current  prices  in  the  local  market  for  rice  are  per  quintal  of  101.41 
pounds:  India,  $4.59;  Java,  $6.75;  Italian,  $7.30;  Carolina,  $7.30. 

The  duty  on  rice  into  Chile  is  30  per  cent  on  a  valuation  of  $0.05 
United  States  currency  per  kilo  of  2.2046  pounds. 

As  rice  is  quoted  in  terms  of  the  Spanish  quintal,  double-sacked 
rice  weighing  101.41  pounds  net  per  bag  would  make  the  most  con- 
venient form  and  size  of  packing  for  sale  here. 

At  persent  Italian  rice  is  received  in  sacks  of  46  kilos  (101.41 
poimds) ;  Peruvian,  92  kilos  (202.82  pounds) ;  Indian,  88  kilos  (194 
pounds) ;  Java,  46  kilos  (101.41  pounds). 

Tendency  to  Standardize  Credit  Term*. 

Under  normal  conditions  import  terms  on  purchases  of  rice  have 
in  the  past  been  90  days  from  the  date  of  the  arrival  of  the  goods. 
At  present,  however,  credit  terms  are  a  matter  purely  of  indi- 
vidual quotation.  In  the  rice  market  for  import  purchases  there 
has  been  a  strong  tendency  to  standardize  the  present  credit  terms 
on  the  same  basis  as  has  been  accepted  for  coffee  importations — 
60  days  from  date  of  shipment  from  port,  which  amounts  to  reducing 
the  former  credit  terms  by  half. 

ASOENTINA. 

[Coninil  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Rosarlo,  June  15.] 
Oovemment  Campai{rn  to  Extend  Bice  Farming. 

The  Argentine  Government  is  conducting  an  active  campaign  to 
extend  rice  farming  in  the  Eepublic.  Approximately  12,000  acres 
io  Argentina  are  now  used  for  that  purpose.  The  agricultural  cen- 
sus of  1908  shows  a  slightly  larger  area  under  rice,  divided  among 
the  different  Provinces  and  territories  according  to  these  figures: 
Santa  Fe,  5,421  acres;  Tucuman,  4,823;  Buenos  Aires,  2,469;  Cordoba, 
1,997;  Entre  Rios,  1,838;  Misiones,  1,530;  Salta,  598;  Jujuy,  526; 
I*ampa,  334;  San  Juan,  54;  Corrientes,  54;  Bioja,  10;  Santiago  del 
Estero,  10;  total,  19,664  acres. 

The  Government  engaged  a  Japanese  expert  who  recently  visited 
the  northwestern  Provinces  and  reported  that  Salta,  Jujuy,  and  San- 
tiago del  Estero  contained  zones  well  adapted,  as  regards  climate, 
soil,  and  irrigation,  for  rice  farming  on  a  large  scale.  He  recom- 
mends particularly  the  Departments  of  Campo  banto  and  Santa  Ana 
in  Salta  and  -La  Banda  in  Santiago.  Catamarca  and  La  Rioja, 
where  conditions  are  also  known  to  be  favorable,  will  be  visited  in 
the  near  future. 
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Oorenunent  to  Instrnet  Tarmert. 

The  Government  is  preparing  to  distribute  rice  seed  to  farmers  in 
the  districts  recommended  by  its  expert.  Japanese  seed  specially 
suited  for  dry  farming  will  be  imported.  In  each  district  where  seed 
is  distributed  a  representative  of  the  Govenunent  will  instruct  farm- 
ers in  the  preparation  of  soil,  irrigation,  and  cultivation.  A  pamphlet 
on  rice  farming  will  also  be  issued. 

Although  Argentina  could  produce  large  quantities  of  rice,  it  is 
dependent  chiefly  on  imports  for  its  supplies  of  this  important  article 
of  consumption.  It  is  estimated  that  the  area  under  rice  would  have 
to  be  increased  to  75,000  acres  to  satisfy  home  consumption. 

Quantities  of  rice  imported  in  recent  years  for  all  Argentina, 
measured  in  metric  tons  (2,204.6  poimds),  are: 


Countries  o(  arlgln. 


Average 

for 
1908-1913, 


19U 


19U 


Vnsbelledrlce 

United  States 

Britbb  possessions . 

Italy 

Japan 

Spain 

United  Kingdom.. 

Otiier  countries 

Shelled  rice 

'  British  pcswsilnns. 

Germany 

Italy 

Netnerlands , 

Spain 

United  Kingdom.. 

Otber  countries 


IS, 877 


28, 
1. 
1, 

22, 
1, 


17,«12 
3,388 
7,364 
2,399 


11,M» 


3,M2 
2,019 


42,S»5 

4,743 

2,077 

31,44$ 

10,865 

3,1S4 

1S7 

414 


26,687 


Figures  showing  imports  of  rice  by  countries  in  1914  are  not  yet 
available.  Duty  on  rice,  including  bags,  is  a  trifle  under  1  cent  (9.45 
mills)  a  pound  for  shelled  rice  and  a  little  under  J  cent  (2.36  mills) 
a  pound  for  unshelled  rice. 

On  account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  rice  from  the  usual  sources 
of  supply,  Kosario  jobbers  have  purchased  American  shelled  rice 
during  the  past  few  months,  largely  through  Buenos  Aires  houses. 
American  rice  is  considered  of  very  good  quality,  but  too  high  in 
price  to  compete  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

The  United  States  exported  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1914,  a  total  of  18,223,264  pounds  of  rice,  of  which  only  76,889  pounds 
went  to  South  America,  the  items  of  which  were:  To  Argentina,  3,000 

S)unds;  Brazil,  190;  Chile,  19,315;  Colombia,  17,680;  Ecuador,  6,771; 
ritish  Guiana,  4,915;  Venezuela,  25,018.  During  the  previous  year, 
when  the  total  American  exports  of  rice  were  24,801,280  pounds. 
South  America  took  the  large  total  of  7,721,272  pounds,  divided 
among  the  following:  Argentina,  7,619,152  pounds;  Bolivia,  200; 
Brazil,  13,530;  Colombia,  45,740;  Venezuela,  42,650. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  rice  Importers  In  Valparaiso  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Commebce 
Repobts  has  already  published  articles  on  Rice  Cultivation  In  Argentina,  In 
the  Issue  for  July  20,  1915,  and  on  the  Market  for  American  Rice  in  Paraguay, 
in  the  Issue  of  July  13, 1915.] 
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POSSIBLE  DEUAITD  FOB  MOTOR  TBTTCES. 

[CoDsal  E.  M.  Lawton,  TeKodgalpa,  Hondnras,  July  10.] 

The  idea  of  freighting  goods  from  the  coast  to  this  city  is  becom- 
ing more  popular  daily.  Individual  firms  who  import  extensively 
are  now  making  inquiries.  Two  5-ton  trucks  have  been  recently 
ordered  for  this  service  and  others  will  undoubtedly  be  required. 
The  conditions  of  service  for  which  they  will  be  used  are  as  follows : 

Trucks  are  only  used  to  bring  goods  from  the  coast.  Only  on  rare 
occasions  do  they  return  loaded.  The  road  is  88  miles  long,  all 
macadam  except  some  10  miles  at  the  sea-level  end.  This  last  stretch 
becomes  very  muddy  and  heavy  during  the  rainy  season,  which  is 
five  months  of  the  year.  The  road  is  a  gradual  grade  up  to  5,000 
feet  above  sea  level  and  then  a  gradual  drop  to  3,200  feet.  No  grade 
is  over  9  per  cent  and  the  majority  not  over  5  per  cent.  Chauffeurs 
are  always  foreigners  and  are  paid  on  an  average  of  $100  gold  per 
month.  Native  helpers  are  obtainable  at  $30  per  month.  There  are 
no  public  garages.  (lasoline  in  quantities  costs  about  50  cents  per 
gallon. 

At  present  freight  is  brought  here  in  oxcarts.  A  cart  with  two 
yoke  of  oxen  will  haul  as  high  as  2,000  poimds,  requiring  at  least 
six  days  to  make  the  trip  one  way.  They  return  without  freight 
usually  and  receive  75  cents  to  $2  per  himdred  pounds,  dependmg 
on  the  condition  of  the  road  and  scarcity  of  forage.  Merchandise 
is  of  all  shapes  and  class,  such  as  would  be  received  by  importers  who 
are  dealers  in  general  merchandise. 

It  is  requested  that  this  consulate  be  supplied  with  catalogues  of 
motor  trucks  which  can  be  operated  economically  for  the  above- 
described  service.  Comparative  figures  of  the  efficiency  of  trucks 
smaller  than  5  tons,  to  be  used  in  connection  with  trailers,  is  also 
solicited.  Motors  would  have  to  be  shipped  complete  with  bodies,  as 
there  is  no  means  of  supplying  them  here.  The  class  of  merchant 
who  would  here  place  an  order  for  a  machine  would  usually  pay  cash 
for  it. 

[Consul  lAwton  sent  n  list  of  six  firms  In  Honduras  which  do  Importing  busi- 
ness sufficiently  large  to  Justify  the  purchase  of  one  or  more  trucks  each.  The 
list  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
branch  offices.] 


Washington  Banker  Studies  Chinese  Conditions. 

Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  at  Shanghai,  China,  sends  a 
report  of  the  active  work  of  Mr.  J.  Sclwin  Tait,  president  of  the 
Washington  and  Southern  Bank,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  behaJf 
of  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  China.  At  the  Ail-American 
luncheon,  held  at  the  Palace  Hotel  in  Shanghai  on  June  30,  Mr.  Tait 
was  the  principal  speaker.  Having  spent  several  weeks  in  investigat- 
ing conditions  in  that  coimtry,  he  painted  the  prospects  for  business 
expansion  there  in  glowing  colors  and  said  that  the  United  States 
should  reap  the  greatest  benefits.  He  specified  a  number  of  reforms 
needed,  such  as  a  stable  currency  based  on  a  gold  reserve,  and  better 
corporation  laws. 
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agbicultvbjli  ihplemehts  in  htsose,  nroiA. 

[Consul  Jos€  de  OUvares,  iladrai,  India,  May  17.] 

Having  labored  for  years  to  educate  the  agricultural  masses  in 
the  adoption  and  use  of  modern  agricultural  implements  and  prin- 
ciples, the  government  of  the  progressive  Native  State  of  Mysore 
has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  slowness  of  the  average  Indian 
ryot,  or  small  farmer,  to  embrace  up-to-date  devices  and  ideas  in 
husbandry  is  due  not  so  much  to  a  preference  for  antiquated  methods 
as  to  his  financial  inability  to  acquire  the  improved  utensils.  With 
a  view  to  rendering  modern  agricultural  implements  procurable  by 
the  farmers  at  a  minimxun  cost,  the  government  has  for  the  past  two 
years  been  carrying  stocks  of  such  commodities,  constructed  along 
the  most  economical  lines,  which  have  been  supplied  expeditiously 
and  at  fair  prices  to  those  able  to  purchase  them. 

OoTernment  Sells  Farm  Appliances  on  Installment  Plan. 

However,  to  an  exceedingly  large  majority  of  Indian  farmers,  the 
lack  of  sufficient  ready  cash  to  acquire  even  the  most  simple  of  modern 
implements  constituted  an  unsurmountable  barrier  to  their  posses- 
sion. To  overcome  this  obstacle  the  government  has  now  inaugu- 
rated a  system  whereby  farmers  can  purchase  agricultural 
implements,  machineiy,  and  accessories  on  the  small-installaient  plan. 
While  the  government  defines  its  scheme  as  based  "  on  the  hire- 
purchase  system,"  it  differs  therefrom  in  that  the  farmer  is  not  per- 
mitted to  return  articles  that  have  been  sold  to  him  if  he  should 
subsequently  decide  that  they  are  not  needed. 

The  new  system  provides  for  the  supplying  of  the  agriculturist 
with  such  implements  or  macliinery  as  he  requires,  upon  his  selecting 
the  same  and  sending  in  his  order  direct,  or  throiigh  the  chief  of  his 
subdistrict,  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  There  is  an  imple- 
ment depot  attaelied  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  carrying  an 
adequate  stock  of  farming  requisites,  such  as  plows,  shares,  and 
other  articles  for  wliich  tliere  is  a  steady  demancl.  These  are  there- 
fore procurable  at  short  notice.  But  in  the  case  of  agricultural  ma- 
chinery of  a  more  complicated  and  expensive  character,  such  as  must 
be  procured  in  the  United  States,  from  four  to  five  months  are  neces- 
sary, owing  to  the  present  abnormal  shipping  conditions  resulting 
from  the  war.  In  addition  to  supplying  agricultural  implements  and 
macliines,  the  government  of  Mysore,  tlirough  its  Department  of 
Agriculture,  undertakes  the  setting  up  of  machinery  and  the  instruc- 
tion of  farmers  in  its  use. 

Implements  Largely  of  American  Make — Kinds  and  Prices. 

A  preponderance  of  the  agricultural  implements  and  machines  now 
supplied  in  this  connection  is  eitlier  imported  outright  from  the 
United  States  or  constructed  locall}',  the  essential  parts  being  of 
American  nialce.    A  small  residue  is  of  Canadian  manufacture.   • 

The  implements  most  in  demand  by  the  agriculturists  of  Mysore 
are  all-metal  and  combination  wood-and-metal  plows,  with  one  or 
two  handles,  designed  to  be  drawn  by  bullocks  and  supplied  by  the 
Depaitnient  of  Agriculture  at  from  $3.2-1  to  $9.73;  disk  harrows,  at 
from  $10.54  to  $02.44;  adjustable,  rectangular,  iron  lever  haiTows,  in 
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two  sections,  at  $16.22  ;-unadjustable  diamond  harrows,  at  $12.97; 
spring-tooth  cultivators,  at  $32.44;  srx-shovel  cultivators,  at  $4.22; 
thrashing  machines,  for  the  separation  of  ragi,  rice,  etc.,  from  their 
husks,  at  from  $113.55  to  $133.02;  winnowing  machines,  for  cleaning 
grain,  at  $25.96 ;  fodder  choppers,  at  $14.92 ;  sugar-cane  mills,  bullock 
power,  with  capacities  of  from  350  to  400  pounds  per  hour,  at  $53.53 ; 
and  chain  pumps,  at  from  $26.40  to  $33.54. 

The  foregoing  implements  and  machines  are  described  in  detail  in 
an  illustrated  handbook  issued  by  the  Depaiiment  of  Agriculture 
of  Mysore  State,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report  [and  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce]. 

System  likely  to  Extend  Uarket  for  American  Goods. 

It  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  this  new  departure  by  the  govern- 
ment of  Mysore  will  stimulate  a  wider  interest  on  the  part  of  In- 
dian farmers  in  modern  agricultural  appliances.  When  it  is  consid- 
ered that  the  State  has  an  area  of  29,426  square  miles,  with  a  total 
population  of  5,806,193,  is  one  of  the  finest  agricultural  regions 
m  the  world,  and  that  there  is  a  growing  preference  for  American 
goods  among  the  enlightened  classes  of  the  country,  the  opportunity 
here  presented  would  seem  likely  to  be  singularly  attractive  to 
American  manufacturers  in  this  line. 

[The  farm-Implement  trade  of  India  as  n  whole  Is  discussed  In  considemble 
detail  in  a  new  monograph  entitled  "  British  India,"  issued  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  as  Mo.  72  in  the  series  of  Special  Consular 
Beports  and  obtainable  for  $1  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce.] 

mSE  IH  CAITASIAN  FBICES  DTJEINa  WAB. 

[Consnl  Felix  S.  8.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Canada,  July  23.] 

The  war  was  the  factor  that  chiefly  affected  Canadian  prices  dur- 
ing 1914.  From  January  until  April  the  general  price  level  was 
steady,  with  a  slight  tendency  upward ;  thereafter  there  was  a  decline 
of  2  points  during  June  and  July,  the  latter  being  the  lowest  month 
of  the  year.  The  war,  however,  at  once  caused  advances  of  about  7 
points,  and,  though  there  was  a  reaction  almost  immediately  and 
the  year  ended  approximately  on  the  same  level  as  it  began,  the 
effect  on  the  average  for  the  12  months  was  a  rise.  Prices  of  272 
commodities  stood  at  136.1  for  1914,  compared  with  135.5  for  1913 
and  134.4  for  1912,  these  numbers  being  percentages  of  the  average 
prices  prevailing  during  the  decade  1890-1899,  the  period  adopted 
as  the  basis  of  comparison.  The  point  reached  in  September,  141.3, 
was  the  highest  recorded  since  1890. 

The  chief  increases  for  the  year  as  a  whole  appeared  in  groups. 
Grains  and  fodder  rose  14  per  cent ;  animals  and  meats,  6  per  cent ; 
woolens,  8  per  cent;  hides,  10  per  cent;  drugs  and  chemicals,  7  per 
cent.  Raw  furs  declined  33  per  cent ;  fuel  and  lighting,  6  per  cent ; 
cottons,  5  per  cent.  Food  prices  returned  to  the  high  levels  that 
prevailed  in  the  latter  part  of  1911  and  early  1912.  Meats  were  on 
a  high  level  throughout  the  year,  but  showed  much  weakness  in 
the  last  three  months. 
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AVST&AIIAir  SHOE  TRADE  AFAIYZEO. 

fCommerdal  Attach*  William  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  May  21.1 

The  recently  published  report  of  the  Interstate  Commission 
of  Australia,  which  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  condition 
of  manufacturers  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  with  a  view 
to  a  revision  of  the  existing  import  tariff,  gives  some  facts  and 
figures  which  may  be  of  interest  to  the  shoe  and  leather  trade  in 
general.  The  latest  figures  available  at  the  time  the  Interstate  Com- 
mission made  its  investigation  were  those  for  the  calendar  year  ended 
December  31,  1913,  although  the  period  covered  by  tlie  investigation 
is  from  1909  to  1913.  In  that  period  the  valve  of  the  output  of  the 
boot  and  shoe  factories  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  has 
steadily  increased,  although  since  1911  the  number  of  pairs  of  boots 
and  shoes  actually  produced  has  steadily  decreased ;  in  other  words, 
the  trade  has  of  late  years  been  making  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
better  class  of  boots  and  shoes. 

The  number  of  factories  in  this  industry  during  1918  was  346, 
employing  13,047  operators  and  turning  out'a  production  of  11,135,- 
000  pairs  of  shoes,  the  value  of  which  was  $19,459,420.  During  the 
same  year  the  value  of  imported  boots  and  shoes  amounted  to 
$3,095,820.  On  the  other  hand,  there  were  exported  from  Australia 
boots  and  shoes  to  the  value  of  $69,663,  so  that  the  net  Australian 
consimiption  of  this  line  of  goods  may  be  taken  as  $22,485,577;  in 
other  words,  Australia  was  able  to  manufacture  approximately  80 
per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  footwear  consumed  in  the  Conunon- 
wealth. 

Factories  Produce  Xedinm-Fiiced  Ooods. 

The  commission  learned  that  the  class  of  footwear  manufactured 
by  the  Australian  factories  has  been  principally  that  of  medium- 
priced  goods  for  men  and  women,  and  that  the  imports  have  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  the  higher  grades  of  men's  and  women's  wear,  for 
which  the  quality  and  style  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  home 
products,  and  slippers  and  infants'  and  children's  wear,  which  could 
not  be  produced  by  the  Australian  factories  at  competitive  prices. 

The  principal  countries  from  which  the  importe  were  obtained 
and  the  values,  exclusive  of  duties,  for  1913  were:  United  Kingdom, 
$1,701,000;  Austria,  $116,640;  France,  $29,160;  Germany,  $58,320; 
Switzerland,  $92,340;  United  States,  $330,480;  total,  $2,327,940. 

A  general  idea  of  the  class  of  goods  imported  may  be  obtained 
from  the  record  for  February,  1914,  a  fair  average  month,  repre- 
senting approximately  one-thirteenth  of  the  years  imports.  The 
values,  landed  duty  paid,  were:  Glac6  kid — omen's,  $17,549;  women's, 
$31,050;  children's,  $12,194;  infants',  $17,812;  total,  $78,606;  patent 
leather — men's,  $12,573;  women's,  $11,241 ;  children's,  $2.653 ;  infants', 
$4,486;  total,  $30,953;  poplin,  silk  velvet,  satin,  etc.,  $36,732;  slip- 
pers, $64,466. 

Bange  of  Qualities  In  Total  Importations. 

An  idea  of  the  range  of  qualities  represented  may  be  obtained 
from  tables  showing  the  proportion  whicii  boots,  shoes,  and  slippers 
of  certain  prices  bear  to  the  total  importations.  For  men's  boots 
and  shoes  (sizes  6  and  upward)  the  prices,  landed,  duty  paid,  are : 
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Prices. 

Percentage 

ol  total 
importetl. 

Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 
imported. 

4.7 

7.3 

6.0 

38.3 

27  t 

Prom  SI .27  to  $2.18  per  pair 

From  S4.89  to  tS.81  per  pair 

13  0 

From  S2.18  to  S3. 10  per  pair 

Over  S5.81  per  pair 

3.1 

From  S3. 10  to  S4  per  pair 

The  average  price  of  these  men's  shoes  was  $3.04  a  pair.  Similar 
percentages  for  women's  boots  and  shoes  (sizes  2  and  upward)  dur- 
ing the  same  period  were : 


Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 

imported. 

Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 
imported. 

Up  to  S1.27  per  pair 

32.8 
17.8 
20.6 

FromSS.lO  toS4  per  pair..         ..  .  . 

18.3 

FromS4  to  $4.89  per  pair 

t.4 

From  S2.18  to  S3.10  per  pair 

5.1 

The  average  price  of  the  women's  shoes  was  11.45  per  pair.     Perr 
centages  for  youths'  boots  and  shoes  (sizes  2  to  5,  inclusive)  were.: 


Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 
imported. 

Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 

imported. 

Up  to  $t.27  perpair 

7.0 
10.4 
22. « 

From  $3,10  to  S4  per  pair 

45.9 

From  SI  27  to  t2.l8  Dor  Dair 

From  $4  to  $4.89  per  pair 

9.0 

From  S2.I8  to  $3.10  per  pair 

Over  $4.89  per  pair. 

4.8 

The  average  price  of  youths'  shoes  was  $2.68  per  pair.    Percentages 
for  children's  boots  an^  shoes,  sizes  7  to  1  inclusive,  were: 


Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 
imported. 

Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 
imported. 

4.5 
84.7 

10.1 

From  37  cents  to  $1.27  per  pair 

Over  $2.18  per  pair.'. . . .'. 

.7 

The  average  price  of  children's  shoes  was  72  cents  per  pair.     Per- 
centages for  infants'  boots  and  shoes  (sizes  0  to  6)  were: 


Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 

imported. 

Prions. 

Percentage 
of  total, 
imported. 

ITd  to  3?  conts  DOT  Dflir.    .        

1R.3 

eo.o 

From  72  cents  to  $1.08  per  pair 

18.8 

From  37  cents  to  72  cents  per  pair 

2.9 

The  average  price  of  infants'  shoes  was  45  cents  per  pair.     Per- 
centages for  slippers  were: 


Prices. 

Percental 

of  total' 
imported. 

Prices. 

Percentage 

of  total 
imported. 

Up  to  37  cents  per  pair      

17.S  , 
78.0 

Over  $1.27  per  pair    

4.2 

From  37  cents  to  $1.27  per  pair 

100.0 

Average  price,  45  cents  per  pair. 
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Protpeeti  for  Loeal  Industry  IMsevsted. 

These  prices,  which  represent  the  cost  of  the  shoes  landed  in  Aus- 
tralia with  duty  paid,  are  obtained  by  adding  10  per  cent  to  the  in- 
voice value  in  the  country  of  origin,  to  cover  cost  of  shipping,  and 
the  duties,  which  for  the  period  under  consideration  were  30  per 
cent  ad  valorem  on  goods  manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
35  per  cent  on  goods  from  other  parts  of  the  world. 

The  evidence  brought  before  tne  commission  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  "  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  local  industry  supplying  any  large 
proportion  of  the  requirements  in  infants'  shoes,  poplin  and  other 
evening  shoes  for  women,  or  slippers." 

Considerable  demand  has  sprung  up  for  women's  white  shoes, 
which,  according  to  the  evidence  submitted  to  the  commission,  can 
not  be  produc«d  in  Australia  at  a  cost  that  will  permit  the  manufac- 
turers to  compete  with  the  imported  article  imless  duties  of  nearly 
100  per  cent  ad  valorem  were  imposed. 

In  regard  to  infants'  shoes,  which,  according  to  the  statistics  for 
the  month  of  February,  1914,  were  about  11  per  cent  of  the  total 
importations,  a  comparison  between  the  prices  of  the  imported  ar- 
ticles and  the  cost  of  manufacturing  similar  goods  in  Australia 
showed  that  in  order  to  enable  the  Australian  manufacturer  to  com- 
pete successfully  with  the  imported  article  a  duty  which  would 
average  about  150  per  cent  ad  valorem  would  have  to  be  imposed, 
and  as  the  burden  of  such  heavy  duties  would  fall  piincipally  upon 
the  poorer  classes  of  the  community  the  commission  does  not  rec- 
ommend any  increase  over  those  at  present  in  effect  on  this  item. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  slippers  imported  into  Australia  are  of 
felt  and  are  made  in  various  qualities,  the  cheaper  grades  being 
bought  in  very  large  quantities  by  the  poorer  cla.s.ses.  The  weight 
of  evidence  seems  to  be  that  the  Australian  manufacturer  can  not 
compete  successfully  with  the  imported  article,  as  a  great,  variety  of 
patterns,  colors,  and  weights  of  felt  is  necessary,  and  these  can  be 
obtained  only  near  the  original  centers  of  production.  The  same 
objection — that  the  burden  of  increased  duties  would  fall  principally 
upon  the  poorer  classes — prevails  as  in  the  case  of  infants  shoes. 

Point  ta  Lines  for  Home  Hannf aotare. 

The  situation,  however,  in  respect  to  men's  and  women's  shoes 
manufactured  from  glace  kid  and  other  leathers  is  somewhat  dif- 
ferent. It  is  the  opinion  of  the  commission  that  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  this  class  of  footwear  which  has  been  imported  could  be 
made  in  Australia,  if  the  duties  were  maintained  at  35  per  cent  ad 
valorem  on  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  40  per  cent  ad 
valorem  on  gootls  from  other  countries,  provided  that  the  duties 
were  abolished  on  glace  kid  and  patent  leather,  which  during  the 
year  1913  were  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  and  4  cents  per  square  foot, 
respectively,  and  which  under  the  tariff  at  present  m  operation  are 
30  per  cent  ad  \alorem  and  5  cents  per  square  foot,  respectively, 
for  goods  from  countries  other  than  the  United  Kingdom,  there 
being  a  preference  in  the  duty  of  5  per  cent  in  favor  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  duties  on  boots  and  shoes  during  the  year  1913  were 
30  i)er  cent  ad  valorem  for  goods  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
35  per  cent  on  goods  from  otlier  countries. 
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Importations  of  shoes  for  1914  were  considerably  in  excess  of  those 
for  1913,  while  the  first  three  months  of  1915  show  a  decrease.  Total 
importations  of  boots  and  shoes  into  Australia  for  1914  and  the 
first  three  months  of  1915  were : 

January ^242,  542 

February 26o,  (M4 

March _ 3-15,847 

April 3<M,  546 

May 190,489 

June 166,211 

July 203,059 

August 321,617 

September 203,061 

October 281,  SOY 

November 322,298 

December 275.239 

Total  for  year 3,  272,  750. 

January,  1915 237,  563 

February 202,  0O8 

March 290,564 

Total  for  quarter 730, 135 

There  has  been  a  lack  of  transportation  facilities  from  the  United 
States  to  Australia  during  the  three  months  in  question,  and  it  is 
possible  that  imports  would  have  been  up  to  the  average  if  orders 
could  have  been  executed. 


WINDOW  DISPLAYS  AS  A  FACTOR  IN  TBADE  EXTENSION. 

[Consul  O.  Gaylord  Marsb,  detailed  as  vice  consnl  at  Ottawa,  Canada,  July  23.] 

Many  of  the  buildings  occupied  by  retail  stores  in  Ottawa  were 
constructed  before  the  value  of  windows  for  display  purposes  was 
appreciated,  but  the  fronts  of  these  buildings  have  been  or  are  being 
rebuilt  along  up-to-date  lines.  There  are  several  modem  blocks  con- 
structed with  large,  plain,  utility  windows.  It  may  therefore  be 
said  that  practically  all  Ottawa  retail  stores  of  consequence  have 
window  facilities  for  artistic  displays,  and  that  the  possibilities  of 
attracting  trade  through.show-window  advertising  are  quite  apparent 
to  the  retail  merchants  of  this  city. 

The  science  and  art  of  window  dressing  have  not  been  developed 
here  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the  larger  .cities  of  the  United  States. 
Some  of  the  stores  employ  window  dressers  and  make  very  favorable 
displays  of  their  goods;  others  appear  to  depend  upon  a  favorable 
interior  display,  improvising  window  exhibits  that  are  frequently  in- 
artistic and  too  often  are  allowed  to  remain  for  long  periods  without 
change.  One  misses  the  artistic  settings  of  time,  place,  season,  action, 
etc.,  of  such  pleasing  frequency  in  the  cities  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  noticeable  that  American  goods,  which  appear  to  a  gratifying 
extent  in  nearly  all  windows,  are  too  often  not  displayed  in  the  most 
favorable  manner.  This  would  seem  to  point  a  way  for  furthering 
American  trade  in  the  Dominion :  Manufacturers  of  the  United  States 
could  send  expert  window  dressers  to  arrange  displays  of  their  goods 
or  they  could  supply  local  firms  with  illustrated  instructions  for 
window  designs. 
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EARBOB  FACHniES  OF  SAWAn. 

(A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent.  Honoluln,  Jnljr  17.] 

The  completion  of  the  Panama  Canal  was  deemed  of  such  impor- 
tance to  the  islands  that  the  Government  of  Hawaii,  cooperating 
with  the  Federal  Government  of  the  United  States,  carried  out  plans 
for  enlarging  the  principal  harbors  in  the  islands  and  adding  to 
their  equipment. 

At  the  moment  when  the  people  of  the  islands  were  planning  for 
the  reception  of  the  first  large  steamers  to  pass  through  the  Panama 
Canal  en  route  around  the  world,  the  European  war  abruptly  inter- 
rupted sailings,  and  these  plans,  with  reference  to  passenger  vessels, 
have  been  shelved.  The  only  exception  has  been  a  visit  of  the  Great 
Northern  Steamship  Co.'s  new  steamer,  the  Great  Northern,  which, 
after  passing  through  the  Panama  Canal  from  New  York  to  San 
Francisco,  went  to  the  islands  from  California  with  a  full  list  of 
'passengers,  touching  not  only  at  Honolulu,  the  capital  city  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  but  also  at  Hilo,  the  largest  port  on  the  island  of 
Hawaii,  where  is  located  the  active  volcano  of  Kilauea. 

With  the  conclusion  of  the  war  and  the  resumption  of  general 
ocean  travel  and  the  utilization  of  the  Panama  Canal  for  globe- 
encircling  tours,  the  Hawaiian  Islands  will  become  a  central 
rendezvous  for  the  world's  shipping. 

Ports  of  CalL 

The  traffic  through  the  canal  that  will  directly  affect  Hawaii  is  of 
two  kinds — ^that  bound  to  or  from  the  Asiatic  coast  and  adjacent 
islands,  which  needs  a  way  station  for  supplies  or  instructions;  and 
that  which  makes  Hawaii  its  direct  objective  point  in  connection  with 
local  freight  or  passengers  or  through  tourist  excursions. 

There  are  two  ports  of  call  and  supply  for  steamers  in  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands,  viz,  Honolulu  and  Hilo.  At  Hilo  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor  is  a  mile  wide  and  40  feet  deep.  There  are  no  entering 
channels  and  no  obstacles  to  navigation.  Ships  can  enter  or  leave  by 
day  or  night.  The  Federal  Government  is  now  engaged  in  con- 
structing a  great  breakwater,  which  will  make  the  present  open  road- 
stead a  safe  anchorage  for  vessels  of  all  sizes.  A  new  wharf  has  been 
completed,  which  will  permit  large  ocean-going  steamers  and  cargo 
vessels  to  lie  alongside  instead  of  having  to  transfer  cargo  by 
lighters. 

At  Honolulu  the  entrance  channel  is  half  a  mile  long  and  400  feet 
wide,  with  a  minimum  depth  of  35  feet  at  low  water.  The  channel 
is  buoyed  and  lighted  on  both  sides  throughout  its  entire  length. 
There  are  no  obstacles  to  navigation.  The  harbor  is  entirely  land- 
locked and  smooth,  and  the  wharves  are  directly  opposite  the  main 
entrance.  There  are  no  navigating  or  climatic  obstacles  to  prevent 
a  vessel  from  entering  or  leaving  the  harbor  at  any  time  of  the  day 
or  night. 

Coaling:  facilities. 

The  best  quality  of  coal  available  for  commercial  use  in  either  San 
Francisco  or  Honolulu  comes  from  Australia,  and  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  bunkers  adjacent  to  the  Honolulu  piers.    By  reason  of  the  2,000 
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miles  longer  haul  to  San  Francisco,  Honolulu  is  able  to  sell  Aus- 
tralian coal  to  steamers  $1  a  ton  below  the  San  Francisco  price. 

Honolulu  possesses  the  best  coaling  facilities  in  the  Pacific.  The 
Inter-Island  Steam  Navigation  Co.  owns  a  patent  coal-conveyer 
dock,  with  two  automatic  coal-conveyer  barges,  one  of  which  can 
deposit  1,000  tons  and  the  other  2,000  tons  an  hour.  They  can  both 
work  on  one  vessel  if  needed.  The  Indraffhiri,  a  British  steamer, 
was  recently  completely  coaled  in  five  hours  by  these  floating  con- 
veyers. 

A  depot  of  oil  tanks  which  are  filled  regularly  with  oil  from  the 
wells  of  California  are  adjacent  to  the  wharves  and  are  so  connected 
therewith  by  a  pipe  line  that  a  vessel  does  not  need  to  shift  moorings 
while  taking  on  fuel  oil. 

Dry  Sock  and  Repair  Plant. 

Honolulu  is  equipped  with  an  up-to-date  steel  floating  diy  dock, 
owned  and  maintained  by  the  Inter-Island  Steam  Navigation  Co. 
The  dimensions  are:  Length,  352  feet;  inside  width,  75  feet  at  bot- 
tom, 84  feet  at  top ;  draft  over  keel  bloclts,  23  feet  6  inches ;  dead- 
weight capacity,  4,500  tons.  The  dock  is  built  on  the  unit  plan  and 
will  be  enlarged  as  required. 

Adjoining  the  dry  dock  is  the  Honolulu  Iron  Works'  plant,  a  fully 
equipped  foundry,  boiler,  and  iron  works.  The  foundry  can  make 
15-ton  castings,  while  any  kind  of  boiler  work  can  be  handled. 


QTJASIEBLT  BEFOBT  SHOWS  CHIKA'S  BEVEmTE  DECUNE. 

tConsuI  General  Thomas  Samniona,  Shanghai,  China,  June  28.] 

The  decline  in  Chinese  customs  revenues  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1915,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  ahiounted  to  $2,373,152. 
Of  this  heavy  loss,  $916,4{)9  represents  the  falling  off  at  Shanghai, 
$185^67  that  at  Tientsin,  $161,580  at  Hankow,  and  $159,813  at 
Canton. 

Although  the  first  quarter  of  1914  represented  the  high-water 
mark  of  China's  imports,  it  becomes  exceptionally  noticeable  that 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1915  the  port  of  Dairen  showed  increased 
revenues  of  $53,175  for  the  present  year  as  compared  with  1914.  In 
fact,  for  the  first  quarter  of  1915  the  imports  at  Dairen  were  almost 
equal  to  those  of  the  old  and  long-established  port  of  Canton.  Thus 
Dairen  forges  to  the  front  as  one  of  the  most  important  trading 
centers  in  China. 

Blvaliy  Between  Forts  Kearly  Ended. 

At  the  same  time,  the  imports  at  Newchwang,  which  for  a  long 
period  was  the  chief  port  of  Manchuria,  showed  a  decline  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1915  of  $34,338.  As  a  result,  the  rivalry  between 
Newchwang  and  Dairen,  originating  in  the  Russian  activity  in  Man- 
churia, seems  about  terminated. 

The  increase  of  imports  at  Dairen  emphasizes  Japanese  commer- 
cial activities  and  increased  railway  facilities,  together  with 
favorable  transportation  and  customs  schedules. 
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OFFICIAL  inJMBEBS  FOR  HEKCEAlTr  YESSEIS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  July  31,  1915: 


Name. 


Official 
Dum- 
ber. 


Signal 
letters. 


Tonnage. 


aro3S.     Net. 


year 
buUt. 


Where  bollt. 


Home  port. 


POWEB. 

Gas  screw  yacht: 

Elmarfu 

riommor 

Jeanette 

Oas  stem  wheel: 
Isabel 

Gas  screw; 

Alice  U.H.Reeder 

Apex 

Cabrillo - 

Daisy  May , 

Delpbine 

Diver , 

Edwards , 

Elizabeth , 

Gadaboat 

naroldV 

Karla.., 

MaDukiiwai .... 

Myrtle  C , 

OJlbway 

Rachel  O , 

Tackier 

Wasp , 

Stoam  screw: 

Hawk 

Isis 

Lester  K 

Venus 

VMBiaOED. 

Barge: 

H.&O.C0.N0.4 
Canal  boat: 

George  E.  Weight- 
man. 

Gf  orgc  L.  Vodra. . 

Mary  C.  Aceles... 

Nellie  A.  Dim- 
mers. 

William  G.  Hel- 
mer. 
Bcow: 

Comet  N0.2 , 

General   Petrole- 
um No.  4. 


213521 
21K03 
213412 

213S16 

213£04^ 
213JCI9 
213310 
213522 
213J0.5 
213S23 
213517 
213E02 
213'>14 
213518 
213501 
213511 
0213520 
21.1512 
213506 
213E0S 
213507 

213500 
213515 
213S19 
213513 


16«OS7 

166091 

166089 
166086 
166090 

166085 


166092 

1660S8 


LFMR 


107 
106 
108 

no 

104 
110 


11 
306 


107 

100 

97 
102 
97 

102 


11 
306 


1916 
1915 
1915 

1914 

1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1907 
1915 
1915 
1911 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1909 
1903 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 


1914 
1915 
1894 

igoj 

1S90 
1S96 


1915 
1915 


New  York,  N.Y.... 

Brooklyn,  N.Y 

East  Boothbay,  Me. 

Berlin,  Wb 


Trenton,  N.J 

San  Diego,  Cal 

do , 

Bay  Citv,  Mich 

Crittenden,  Va , 

Sturgeon  Bay.  Wis, 
Bay  St,  Louis,  Miss 

Tacoma,  Wash 

Ottawa.  Ill 

nimtspur,  Mich . . . 

Kasaan,  Alaska 

Honolulu,  Hawaii . . 

Trenton,  N.J 

Brewerton,  N.  Y... 
WeslNorfollc.Va.. 
Tracy  ton,  Wash... 
Moira  Sound,  Alaska 


Oshkosh.Wto.. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Erie,  Pa 

do 


Paulsboro,  N.  I.... 

Waterford,  N.  Y... 

Tonawanda,  N.  Y. . . 
Buffalo,  N.Y... . 
do 


.do. 


Eagle  Harbor, Wash. 
Seattle,  Wash.... 


New  York 

Do. 
Hartford. 

Milwaukee. 

Philadelphia. 
San  Diego. 

Do. 
Port  Huron. 
Norfolk. 
Milwaukee. 
OuUport. 
Tacoma. 
St.  Louis. 
Marquette. 
Ketchikan. 
Uonolulu. 
Fhiladelpliia. 
Ogdensburg. 
Noriolk. 
Se,ittle. 
Ketchikan. 

Milwaukee. 
Baltimore. 
Erie. 
Do. 


Philadelphia. 

Albany. 

Da 
Do. 
Da 

Da 


Seattle. 
Los  Angeles. 


a  Date  and  place  of  build  unknown.    Rebuilt  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  1909. 

The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  Aug.  18,  1914,  to  July  31,  1915,  was  150  of 

528,408  gross  tons. 

Consul  General  F.  D.  Cheshire  reports  from  Canton,  China,  that 
at  a  meeting  which  was  attended  bj'  representatives  of  British  firms 
trading  at  Canton,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  form  a  British 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  that  city.  It  is  stated  that  30  firms  joined 
as  original  members.  The  consul  general  recommends  that  Ameri- 
can business  men  also  become  active  in  this  field,  as  there  is  an  oppor- 
tunity for  American  goods. 
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HEW  GOVEENMEirr  PUBLICATIOIIB. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  July  31  the  follow- 
ing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business  char- 
acter, which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

BiitUh  India,  with  notes  on  Ceylon,  Afghanistan,  and  Tibet,  by  American 
consul  at  Bombay  and  other  consular  oflicers,  commonly  referred  to  as  "  Hand- 
hoolt  of  India."  A  compilation  of  reports  from  various  United  States  consuls, 
covering  trade  and  commercial  matters  in  British  India  and  surrounding  terri- 
tory ;  634  pages,  with  index.    Price,  cloth,  $1. 

Oil-Mixed  Portland  Cement  Concrete. — A  practical  worls  on  road  making, 
dealing  principally  with  tlie  waterproofing  of  material  for  road  construction, 
embracing  tlie  modern  type  of  oil  road.    Price,  10c. 

Commercial  Laics  of  England,  Scotland,  Germany,  and  France,  Special  Agents 
Series  97,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Compilation  of  the  com- 
mercial laws  of  the  countries  mentioned  in  the  title,  compiled  by  Archibald  J. 
Wolfe,  commei-cial  agent  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  in  collaboration  with 
Edwin  M.  Borchard,  law  librarian.  Library  of  Congress.    Price,  luc. 

Paper  and  Stationery  Trade  of  the  World,  Special  Consular  Reports  73, 
Bureau  of. Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Consular  reports  covering  trade 
and  opportunities  in  the  pai)er  industries  of  the  world.    Price,  50c. 

Teaching  of  Community  Civiex,  prepared  by  a  special  committee  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Reorganization  of  Secondary  Education,  National  Education  A.«so- 
clation,  Education  Bureau  Bulletin  23,  1915,  covering  alms  and  methods  in 
teaching  community  civics,  suggested  treatment  of  the  elements  of  welfare,  and 
biographical  suggestions.    Price,  10c. 

The  Buying  and  Selling  of  Ores  and  Metallurgical  Products,  Mines  Bureau 
Technical  Paper  83,  covering  the  composition  of  ores,  sampling,  buying  and 
selling,  metnl  accounting,  smelting  and  mill  rates,  methods  of  payment,  market- 
ing, etc.    Price,  5c. 

Explosions  in  Coal  Mines,  Methods  of  Preventing  and  Limiting,  Bnrenu  of 
Mines  Technical  Paper  84. — Covering  causes  and  prevention  of  explosions  In 
mines,  with  preventive  measure*    Price,  15  cents. 

Permissible  Explosion-Proof  Electric  Motoisfor  Mines:  Conditions  and  Re- 
quirements for  Test  and  Approval,  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  101,  re- 
print.— Embracing  general  statement,  requirements  of  approved  motors,  motors 
already  approved,  etc.    Price,  5  cents. 

Preparation  of  Fertilizer  from  Municipal  Waste,  Yearbook  Separate  643. — 
Practical  work  on  the  composition  and  availability  of  fertilizer  prepared  from 
sewage,  sweepings,  garbage,  dead  animals,  etc.    Price,  5  cents. 

Corrosion  of  Fence  Wire,  Farmers'  Bulletin  239,  reprint. — Work  by  Allerton 
S.  Cushman  on  manufacture  of  Iron  and  steel  and  manufacture  of  wire,  gal- 
vanizing of  wire,  etc.    Price,  5  cents. 


MEBanro  CAirASiAxr  CAionra  cohfahies. 

[CoDBul  Jullua  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  July  31.] 

The  Financial  Post  of  Canada,  Toronto,  in  its  issue  of  July  23, 
states  that  following  the  completion  of  the  general  holding  company 
of  all  Canadian  canning  interests  [see  Commerce  Eepobts  for  June 
23,  1915]  negotiations  are  progressing  favorably  for  the  merger 
of  the  two  large  fruit-canning  companies  at  Hamilton,  the  British 
Canadian  Canners  and  the  Dominion  Canners.  It  is  asserted  that 
the  market  for  canned  fruits  has  become  weaker  instead  of  stronger 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  that  large  stocks  are  on  hand  and 
still  unsold. 
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CBATBS  AHD  LmOEB  FOB  CAKABT  HSLABSS. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  TenerlSe,  June  14.] 

With  an  annual  importation  approximating  10,000,000  boxes  and 
crates,  the  Canary  Islands  are  one  of  the  important  shook  markets 
of  the  world.  This  great  quantity  of  packing  material  has  hereto- 
fore come  from  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  American  manufacturers 
have  so  far  been  unable  to  meet  the  low  prices  of  the  Goteborg  ship- 
pers. Within  the  past  two  months,  however,  the  prices  of  the  Euro- 
pean suppliers  of  shooks  for  packing  bananas,  tomatoes,  and  pota- 
toes have  rapidly  risen,  and  c.  i.  f.  quotations  now  average  25  per 
cent  higher  than  formerly. 

This  should  mean  that  the  Canary  market  is  open  on  i  profitable 
basis  to  American  producers  of  box  shooks.  So  marked  has  been  the 
recent  advance  in  prices  from  Norway  and  Sweden  and  so  uncertain 
the  deliveries  that  the  largest  fruit  exporters  and  the  largest  whole- 
saler of  shooks  and  packing  materials  in  Teneriffe  have  asked  for 
information  concerning  possible  American  producers  who  could 
supply  their  needs.  High  prices  induced  one  wholesaler  of  shooks  to 
import  shooks  from  Portugal,  but  he  has  since  reported  the  wood 
shipped  from  Portugal  to  be  too  hard,  liable  to  split  when  the  shook 
is  assembled,  and  generally  giving  poor  satisfaction.  He  is  now 
anxious  to  secure  samples  from  American  producers  of  shooks. 

Western  Shooks  Can  Compete — ^TTsual  Dimensions. 

The  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  should  greatly  increase  the 
chances  of  manufacturers  on  the  Pacific  slope,  as  the  freight  rates 
aroimd  Cape'  Horn  had  practically  cut  off  this  shook-producing  sec- 
tion of  the  United  States  from  all  competition  here.  With  the  canal 
in  operation,  it  has  been  suggested  by  local  buyers  that  sailing  vessels 
(carrying  cargoes  of  shoolts  and  sawdust,  together  with  ship  timber 
and  other  lumber)  could  name  advantageous  c.  i.  f.  figures  in  Canary 
ports.  Eastern  producers  of  shooks  should  note  that  present  sup- 
plies usually  arrive  in  comparatively  small  quantities,  and  space 
might  be  found  on  board  colliers  bringing  coal  to  the  Canary  Islands, 
of  which  the  number  from  New  York,  Norfolk,  and  Baltmiore  has 
been  steadily  increasing  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Dimensions  for  the  big  buyers  vary  slightly;  but  the  different 
buyers  maintain  their  own  standard  sizes  and  base  their  freight 
arrangements  on  them.  [Specifications  of  the  most-used  sizes  of 
crates  and  boxes  were  given  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports 
for  June  5,  1914.  Certain  additional  details  supplied  by  Consul 
Stiles  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches,  from  which  offices  may  also  be 
obtained  lists  of  buyers  of  packing  materials  and  ship  timbers  and 
of  general  lumber  merchants  in  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas.]  The  cus- 
tomary terms  of  settlement  for  shooks  is  cash  with  a  2  per  cent  dis- 
count against  shipping  documents.  Shooks  are  purchased  in  thousand 
lots,  are  plainly  marked  as  to  dimensions  or  with  the  private  marks 
prescribed  by  the  individual  firms,  and  are  tied  with  strong  wire  for 
transshipment. 

Samples  Beqvired— ^wdust  for  Paoklne. 

For  the  shook  trade  it  is  indispensable  that  samples  made  up  on 
specification  should  be  sent  to  buyers;  only  actual  experience  will 
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show  the  advanlaq^es  to  Hccrue  from  bojring  the$e  materials  in 
America.  Also  it  should  be  remembered  that  great  quantities  of 
shooks  are  being  produced  in  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  that  these 
will  be  thrown  on  the  market  after  the  war  has  ended  and  at  very 
low  prices.  The  present  exportii^  season  is  about  finished  and  the 
next  crop  will  be  at  its  height  in  December.  This  should  allow  time 
for  American  producers  to  get  in  touch  with  purchasers  in  this  dis- 
trict and  to  forward  samples  prepared  according  to  specifications 
received  direct  from  the  buyers  themselves. 

Until  this  year  all  tomatoes  were  packed  in  "  tiirba  "  or  peat  dust, 
a  light,  friable,  and  absorbent  material  imported  from  Germany. 
The  war  has  cut  this  off  absolutely,  and  recently  cork  dust  from  Spain 
has  been  tried.  It  is  both  expensive  and  unsatisfactory,  and  ordinary 
sawdust  is  now  being  extensively  used.  Sawdust,  so  far,  has  been 
shipped  here  in  bags  weighing  approximately  100  pounds,  and  has 
been  found  to  take  excellently  well  the  place  of  the  "  turba,"  which 
previously  sold  here  for  $10  to  $11  per  ton.  The  supply  now  on  hand 
IS  limited,  and  shipments  from  the  United  States  are  wanted  by 
dealers  here. 

Ship  Timber  and  Bnlldlng  Knmber. 

Coal  barges  are  made  in  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas  the  year  round 
for  use  in  the  rapidly  growing  bunker-coal  trade.  Timber  for  coal- 
barge  making  has  greatly  increased  in  c.  i.  f.  prices  during  the  past 
two  months,  and  the  big  coal  companies — ^three  in  number — which 
build  their  own  barges  would  like  to  hear  from  American  firms  with 
quotations  for  deliveries  here.  As  a  number  of  colliers  have  been 
chartered  to  bring  cargoes  to  the  Canaries  from  the  United  States, 
lumber  could  perhaps  be  shipped  above  decks,  as  has  been  the  usual 
custom  with  Norwegian  and  Swedish  cargoes  of  like  character. 

Likewise,  lumber  is  being  sought  at  present  for  the  construction  of 
small  houses  for  laborers  in  the  cities  of  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas. 
This  is  now  being  undertaken  by  building  and  loan  associations,- 
which  have  made  their  appearance  in  these  island  recently  and  are 
making  remarkable  progress. 


ACTIVE  COAL  BXTNKEBINO  AT  BABSADOS. 

[Ccnsnl  Chester  W.  HarUn,  Barbados,  Brltlsb  West  Indies,  July  22.] 

In  spite  of  a  much  smaller  number  of  steamers.'  having  called  at 
Barbados  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year,  there  has 
been  an  increased  demand  for  bunker  coal.  Comparative  figures 
follow : 

Tods. 

Jaimary  to  June,  1913 33, 786 

Janaary  to  June,  1914 25, 841 

January  to  June,  1915 35,891 

This  has  undoubtedly  been  caused  by  the  high  prices  of  bunkers  at 
South  American  ports.  Cargo  steamers  bound  from  North  America 
to  South  America  call  here  to  replenish  their  bunkers  and  take  on 
additional  coal  to  last  until  they  call  here  on  their  return  trip,  when 
•they  again  take  sufficient  to  carry  them  to  their  final  port  in  the 
United  States.     . 
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BBAZniAN  HAAEET  70K  SKESS  FASTEHEBS. 

[CoDsal  General  Alfred  L.  Morean  Gottschalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro.] 

With  the  practical  cessation  of  European  shipments  of  this  class 
of  goods,  the  Brazilian  market  for  such  small  articles  as  dr^s  hooks 
and  snap  buttons  is  open  to  American  firms,  provided,  of  course, 
they  can  compete  with  the  prices  that  importers  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  pay,  namely,  11  to  14  cents  (United  States  currency)  per 
gross. 

Merchants  who  have  called  at  this  office  state  that  for  Brazilian 
trade  the  hook  and  eye  is  almost  entirely  out  of  date  and  that  what 
is  required  here  is  chiefly  the  snap  fastener.  These  should  be 
mounted  on  cards  of  three  to  four  dozens  each,  and  lightweight  cards 
should  be  used  to  avoid  excessive  customs  charges.  Customs  entry 
and  clearing  are  attended  to  here  invariably  by  the  importer. 

Trade-marks  should  be  registered  in  Brazil,  as  there  is  no  pro- 
vision of  Brazilian  law  whereby  an  unauthorized  person  may  not 
register  an  unprotected  foreign  trade-mark  in  his  own  name  if  he 
chooses. 
Xangnage  and  Tenns. 

Cards,  boxes,  and  advertising  circulars  or  folders  should,  of  course, 
be  in  the  Portuguese  language,  though  many  such  articles  are  suc- 
cessfully sold  here  under  labels  in  a  foreign  tongue — French,  Ger- 
man, or  English,  but  preferably  not  Spanish. 

There  is  no  reason  why  American  manufacturei-s  should  not  have 
a  very  fair  measure  of  success  here,  provided  they  can  meet  the  prices 
above  quoted  and  extend  some  short  credit  term  or  accept  cash 
against  documents,  in  no  case  requiring  cash  with  order.  It  has 
be^n  usual  here  in  the  past,  apparently,  for  the  local  firms  to  deal 
with  exporters  on  the  Continent,  who,  having  30  days'  credit  from  the 
factories,  extended  up  to  3  months'  credit  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  importers, 
on  these  and  similar  small  goods. 

[A  list  of  Itlo  de  Jnneiro  firms  bandling  dress  fasteners  may  be  bad  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  brancb  offices.] 


BBITISH  BEOTJIATION  OF  COAL  FBICES. 

[Consul  Lorin  A.  Latbrop,  Cardiff,  Wales,  July  20.] 

The  newly  passed  British  act  limiting  prices  at  the  pit  mouth 
is  intended  to  affect  domestic  supplies,  and  exports  are  not  within  its 
provisions.  Out  of  the  55,000,000  tons  of  coal  annually  produced 
in  the  South  Wales  coal  field  37,000,000  tons  are  shipped  abroad  in 
normal  times;  hence  the  act  will  apply  to  considerably  less  than  half 
the  output.  The  price  of  export  coal  is,  however,  limited  in  effect  by 
the  license  to  export  required  for  each  cargo.  For  the  six  months 
ending  June  30,  1915,  the  total  coal  exports  from  South  Wales  ports 
were  10,000,000  tons  of  2,240  pounds.  Exports  for  the  first  half  of 
1914  were  14,500,000  tons.  This  apparent  fulling  off  of  50  per  cent 
is  actually  much  less,  for  shipments  on  Admiralty  account  are  not 
reported. 

Nevertheless,  refusal  of  licenses,  high  freights,  shortage  of  coal, 
and  high  prices  for  coal  have  greatly  reduced  ^ipments  to  Argen-  - 
tina,  Brazil,  Egj'pt,  and  neutral  European  countries. 
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TSANSVAAI  KABXErT  FOB  WEIGHING  MACHINES. 

(Consnl  Edwin  N.  Ounsaulus,  Johannesbnrgb,  Union  of  Sooth  Africa,  June  10.] 

The  market  for  scales  and  weighing  machines  offers  attractive 
opportunities  for  the  American  manufacturer  in  the  Johannesburg 
consular  district.  This  territory  supports  two  principal  industries — 
agriculture  and  mining.  Furthermore,  and  directly  related,  there  is 
an  admirable  network  of  railroads  and  transportation  facilities, 
which  assures  increasing  traffic  in  and  handling  of  merchandise.  The 
established  and  enforced  custom  of  sale  by  weight  of  many  com- 
modities, food  products,  coal,  grain,  forage,  vegetables,  etc.,  provides 
factors  which  render  the  market  for  scales  and  weighing  machines 
a  large  one. 

These  products  which  are  in  general  use  are  of  either  English  or 
American  manufacture.  A  list  of  English  firms  whose  products  are 
conspicuous  upon  the  South  Afi-ican  market  includes  W.  &  T. 
Avery,  Day  &  Hillward,  and  H. -Pooley,  of  Birmingham,  England; 
Wedderbum  &  Co.  and  feartle  &  Co.,  of  Johannesburg. 

American  firms  whose  products  are  to  be  found  are  Buffalo  Scale 
Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  Fairbanks  Co.,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

Types  of  Scales  and  WelgUnK  Maohines  in  Use. 

Although  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  enumerate  those  types  of 
scales  and  weighing  machines  which  are  accorded  the  greatest  popu- 
larity among  local  dealers  and  buyers,  yet  other  types  are  to  be 
found.  As  they  generally  constitute  some  elaboration  or  modifica- 
tion of  the  regular  standards,  however,  the  list  here  given  has  been 
deemed  adequate  for  all  practical  purposes: 

1j  Platform  scales,  dormant,  heavy,  constructed  to  weigh  up  to 
8,000  poimds.  2.  Platform  scales,  concealed  and  unconcealed,  con- 
structed to  weigh  up  to  2,500  pounds.  3.  Portable  platform  scales, 
wooden  pillar,  constructed  to  weigh  from  400  to  600  pounds.  4.  Plat- 
form scales,  heavy,  portable,  large  platform,  rail  ^ards,  constructed 
to  weigh  from  500  to  1,000  pounds.  5.  Butchers  meat  beam,  con- 
structed to  weigh  from  1  to  700  and  from  1  to  1,100  pounds.  6. 
Butcher's  steelyard,  constructed  to  weigh  from  1  to  300  and  1  to  400 
pounds.  7.  Egual  balance  or  counter  scales  of  various  sizes,  con- 
structed to  weigh  from  1  to  7,  1  to  10,  and  1  to  28  pounds.  8.  Vi- 
brating scales,  constructed  to  weigh  from  1  to  10  and  1  to  28  pounds.. 
9.  Letter  scales  or  balances,  constructed  to  weight  up  to  16  ounces. 

Jl'here  appear  to  be  several  which  deserve  special  mention  by  vir- 
tfle  of  their  more  universal  use.  Possibly  the  first  of  these  is  the  type 
known  as  the  union,  grocer's,  or  counter  scale.  This  is  to  be  found 
m  practically  all  establishments  where  commodities,  foodstuffs,  and 
other  articles  are  sold  at  retail.  Next  in  order  should  be  mentioned 
beam  scales,  used  by  butchers,  provisionei-s,  etc.,  and  then  in  turn  the 
pi^i-lable  platform  scale  (wood  pillar),  constructed  to  weigh  from 
400  to  600  pounds.  This  last-mentioned  machine  is  especially  adai^ted 
to  the  requirements  of  the  farmers  and  ranchers  and  is  one  which  is 
becoming  practically  a  standard  among  the  rural  population. 
Oood  Qnalities  of  American  Products  Commended. 

Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  commendation  of  the  American-made 
instrument.  It  has  been  classed  by  many  as  unexcelled,  though  the 
necessity  of  the  American  manufacturer  becoming  more  indulgent  in 
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the  matter  of  South  African  requirements  appears  jfibvious.  The 
general  finish  of  the  American  products  and  tlieir  accuracy  are  points 
in  their  favor.  American  methods  of  packing  for  shipment  are  also 
commcndrd,  few  cases  of  damage  in  transit  having  been  noted. 

Notwithstanding  the  excellent  features  embodied  in  the  American 
machine,  there  is  still  room  for  improvement,  which  will  increase  the 
favor  of  the  local  dealers.  In  the  construction  of  flat  iron  and  brass 
weights,  the  South  African  dealer  desires  but  one  hole  drilled  to 
adjust  the  weight  to  the  required  standard.  The  object  of  this  is  to 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  weight  and  complete  a  neater  and  more 
salable  article. 

In  each  instance  the  name  of  the  maker  should  appear  conspicu- 
ously upon  the  machine.  An  example  has  lieen  noted  where  the  sale 
of  an  American  instrument  was  prevented  by  the  absence  of  the 
manufacturer's  mark,  the  prospective  purchaser  having  doubted  the 
origin  of  the  scale. 

Where  a  balancing  ball  is  fitted  to  a  scale  or  weighing  machine, 
special  attention  should  be  devoted  to  the  provisions  for  effectively 
locking  it  in  its  correct  position.  In  all  cases  scales  and  weighing 
machines  should  be  fitted  with  hardened  steel  bearing.  Instruments 
for  weighing  which  are  equipped  with  cast-iron  bearings  do  not  con- 
form to  the  specifications  of  the  local  assize  law,  and  prove  a  decided 
disadvantage  and  cause  of  embarrassment  to  the  agent,  dealer,  and 
purchaser.  American  manufacturers  should  further  attempt  to 
maintain  the  finish  and  design  of  their  products,  as  nothing  proves 
more  disastrous  in  the  local  markets  than  a  noticeable  deterioration 
in  the  quality  of  foreign  products  once  introduced  and  proven  suc- 
cessful. 

Despite  the  possibility  of  malung  an  accurate  statement  of  the 
prices  of  all  tyi)es  of  scales  and  weighing  machines,  it  is  deemed 
advisable  to  present  this  list  by  classes:  Platform  scales,  dormant, 
heavy,  constructed  to  weigh  up  to  8,000  pounds,  $150  to  $175;  plat- 
form scales,  concealed  and  unconcealed,  constructed  to  weigh  up  to 
2,500  pounds,  $125  up;  portable  platform  scales,  wooden  pillar,  con-» 
structed  to  weigh  from  400  to  600  pounds,  $40  to  $60;  platform: 
scales,  heavy,  portable,  large  platform,  rail  guards,  500  to  1,000 
pounds,  $90  to  $120;  butcher's  meat  beam,  constructed  to  weigh  from. 
1  to  700  and  1  to  1,100  poimds,  $60  up;  butcher's  steelvard,  con- 
structed to  weigh  from  1  to  300  and  1  to  400  pounds,  $30  to  $50; 
equal-balance  or  counter  scales,  various  sizes,  finishes,  and  designs, 
constructed  to  weigh  from  1  to  7,  1  to  10.  and  1  to  28  pounds,  $7.50' 
to  $20;  vibrating  scales,  constructed  to  Aveigh  from  1  to  10  and  1  to 
28  pounds,  $10  to  $25 ;  letter  scales  or  balances,  constructed  to  weigh 
up  to  16  ounces,  $1.50  to  $5. 

Of  special  interest  in  the  provisions  of  the  assize  by-laws  regarding 
Aveighing  instruments,  weights  measures,  etc.,  is  the  restriction  of 
the  use  of  what  is  known  as  tlie  spring-balance  or  computing  ma- 
chine for  commercial  use.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  bj'-laws  are  appli- 
cable only  to  the  specified  municipalities,  the  advocated  adoption  of 
similar  laws  by  surrounding  communities  and  the  position  of  Johan- 
nesburg as  thii  distributing  center  of  this  consular  district  justifies 
a  careful  conformity  Avith  these  requirements  and  specifications. 

[A  list  o(  Oenlei's  in  .ami  manufacturers  of  scales  nud  weighing  machines, 
hardware  dealers  and  importers,  and  railways,  with  their  respective  purchasing 
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agents,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  branch  offices.  Copies  of  the  assize  by-laws  governing  weighing  Insti'u- 
ments,  weights,  and  measares  may  be  ln4)ected  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branches 
or  will  be  loaned  to  persons  e^)eclally  Interested.] 


CONTEBENCE  UPON  JAPAN'S  IBADE. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Tlmea  of  Jnne  24,  b^  Consal  Qencral  Qeorge  H.  Scldmore, 

Xokoiutma.l 

The  conference  of  the  presidents  of  the  chambers  of  commerce 
from  all  over  the  country,  which  is  in  session  in  the  hall  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  CcHummerce,  has  several  important  sub- 
jects for  deliberation.  All  the  chambers  are  represented  except 
Takamatsu,  Tokushima,  Sapporo,  and  Kumamoto.  The  principal 
subjects  submitted  to  their  deliberation  are  as  follows: 

(1)  Measures  necessary  for  realizing  an  advancement  in  the  country's  foi"- 
elgn  trade. 

(2)  Measures  necessary  for  developing  manufacturing  industries  of  the 
country. 

(3)  Measures  to  be  taken  by  commercial  and  industrial  interests  of  the 
country  to  improve  the  opportunities  now  afTorded  by  the  conclusion  of  new 
agreements  with  China. 

(4)  Measures  necessary  for  realizing  increased  activities  and  usefulness '  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce. 

All  these  points  will  receive  careful  consideration  by  those'  as- 
sembled and  some  results  are  confidently  expected  of  the  meeting. 
But  it  is  feared  that  no  immediate  development  may  be  expected  in 
view  of  the  comprehensive  character  of  all  these  subjects. 

Various  suggestions  will  be  made,  and  they  will  be  published  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  but  it  is  thought  thtd. 
when  considered  from  a  practical  point  of  view  the  result  of  the 
conference  will  not  go  very  much  beyond  emphasizing  the  necessity 
of  the  Government's  aid  for  realizing  the  purposes  enumerated. 

In  what  form  the  expected  aid  may  be  given  is  difficult  to  say  at 
this  moment,  but  it  is  most  likely  that  financial  assistance  may  be 
asked  for  d^atching  a  party  or  parties  of  business  men  to  different 
parts  of  China  and  other  countries  for  making  necessary  investiga- 
tions. Unless  something  of  the  kind  be  done  the  conference  may 
end  in  bringing  no  immediate  result. 

fiovemmeiit  Snbildiei  Propoied. 

Iipportance  will  be  specially  attached  to  the  third  item  and  the 
Government  may  be  asked  to  give  financial  support  for  a  limited 
period  to  those  who  would  go  to  South  Manchuria  and  Mongolia  to 
engage  in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  organization  of  a  subsidized 
company  may  be  suggested,  which  will  have  for  its  object  the  de- 
velopment of  agricultural  and  other  interests  in  the  newly  opened 
part  of  South  Afanchuria  and  Mon,^olia.  A  company  for  the  purpose 
of,  colonization  like  the  one  in  existence  in  Korea  may  come  to  be 
formed  as  one  of  the  results  of  the  conference. 

The  presidents  of  the  Chambers  after  the  conference  will  hold 
joint  meetings  in  the  Tokyo  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  consider  the 
means  necessary  for  coping  with  the  boycott  now  going  on  in  China. 
The  result  of  this  meeting  may  come  to  be  more  practical  than  that 
of  the  conference  called  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce and  it  is  watched  with  much  interest  by  those  directly  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  with  China. 
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PHOTOGBAPHIC  SUPPLIES  IN  SPAHT. 

[Consul  WUbar  T.  Gracey,  Seville,  June  30.] 

The  impossibility  of  securing  photographic  supplies  from  custom- 
ary sources  has  resulted  in  a  shortage  of  such  goods  in  Seville  and 
an  exceptional  opportunity  for  American  exporters  to  enter  the 
trade.  An  investigation  of  the  situation  shows  that  there  are  many 
amateur  photographers  here  and  that  a  continuous  demand  for 
plates,  paper,  fiTms,  etc.,  exists. 

At  present  the  call  seems  to  be  for  paper  and  plates.  In  plates, 
European  sizes,  those  chiefly  desired  are  &i  by  9,  9  by  12,  10  by  15, 
13  by  18,  and  18  by  24  centimeters  (2.56  by  3.54,  3.54  by  4.72:  3.94 
by  5.91,  5.12  by  7.09,  and  7.09  by  9.45  inches) ;  aftd  "  verascope,"  45 
by  107  millimeters  (1.77  by  4.21  inches).  The  greatest  demand  is  for 
rapid  papers  and  plates. 
Uviok-Printing  Papers  Favored — Cameras  Kot  in  Demand. 

The  papers  most  used  are  quick-printing  bromides  (matt)  packed 
in  envelopes,  the  sheets  cut  to  sizes  9  by  12  centimeters,  13  bj^  18,  and 
18  by  24,  and  in  larger  sheets  50  by  60  centimeters.  [Centimeter= 
0.3937  inch.]  Printing-out  paper  is  also  used,  the  glazed  surface 
being  preferred  to  the  matt.  Gaslight  (developing)  papers  are  used 
to  a  certain  extent,  but  have  not  gained  the  same  popularity  with 
professionals  as  have  the  regular  bromide  papers,  and  are  therefor 
not  so  much  in  demand.  A  well-known  American  company,  which 
has  a  branch  in  Spain,  supplies  much  of  the  demand  for  films  and 
also  one  brand  of  developing  paper,  but  there  appears  to  be  an  op- 
portunity for  competing  lines. 

There  is  an  exceptional  call  in  Spain  for  bromide  post  cards,  and 
a  shortage  exists  at  present.   There  is  also  a  shortage  of  photographic 
chemicals.    There  is  not  now  so  large  a  call  for  cameras  and  ap- 
paratus as  in  normal  times. 
Unotatloni — Conditions  of  Payment — Sales  Kethods. 

Quotations  for  this  market  should  be  given  in  pesetas  or  francs, 
each  of  which  is  equivalent  to  19.3  cents  United  States  gold.  The 
use  of  American  currency  quotations  is  not  satisfactory.  Packing 
costs  are  not,  as  a  general  rule,  included  in  the  cost  of  the  goods,  but 
where  large  orders  are  sent  European  firms  sometimes  make  no 
charges  for  packing. 

If  it  is  possible  to  make  quotations  f.  o.  b.  Seville,  this  would  be 
preferable,  but  this  is,  of  course,  very  difficult  unless  a  firm  has  a 
Branch  house  in  Spain.  It  is  by  establishing  branch  houses  in  Bar- 
celona, Madrid,  or  some  other  large  Spanish  city  and  handling  busi- 
ness from  these  offices  that  the  most  satisfactory  results  have  been 
obtained. 

European  firms  generally  allow  discounts  of  25  to  50  per  cent  off 
catalogue  prices.  Payments  are  usually  made  by  draft  through  Lon- 
don or  Paris  banlts.  Credits  on  this  class  of  goods  are  given  by 
European  firms  for  a  period  of  three  months.  In  some  cases  cash  is 
demanded,  but  the  extension  of  credits  to  reputable  firms  is  advisable. 

Most  sales  in  wholesale  quantities  are  made  through  branch  houses 
in  Barcelona  or  Madrid  to  the  local  dealers,  who  sell  to  local  users. 
Certain  Seville  firms  import  direct  from  the  foreign  manufacturer 
and  sell  direct  to  users,  and  also  supply  other  dealers  in  the  smaller 
towns  of  this  district. 
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little  TUttot  XmportatlQii  from  TTnlted  States. 

As  a  rule  local  dealers  carry  a  large  assortment  of  goods.  Ameri- 
can plates,  films,  etc.,  are  found  here  and  are  in  demand,  but  have 
mostly  been  imported  from  other  countries  instead  of  direct,  usually 
through  England,  Germany,  or  France,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to 
discover  the  actual  quantity  of  American  goods  sold  in  Seville.  It 
is  probable  that  the  American  exporter  has  never  seriously  worked 
the  Spanish  market,  leaving  it  to  the  supply  houses  of  other  coun- 
tries to  carry  on  the  trade  and  furnish  such  American  goods  as  they 
deemed  desirable. 

Prior  to  the  war  cameras  were  imported  from  Germany,  France, 
England,  and  Switzerland ;  plates  from  Germany,  F'rance,  and  Eng- 
land; films  largely  from  England,  with  a  few  from  France;  paper 
from  Germany,  England,  and  France.  One  dealer  stated  to  the 
consul  in  January,  1914,  that  probably  75  per  cent  of  the  photo- 
graphic supplies,  exclusive  of  films,  came  from  Germany.  Many  of 
these  articles,  however,  are  said  to  have  been  of  American  origin. 

ITie  terms  of  sale  at  that  time  in  Seville  were  said  to  be  30  days 
net  on  sales  from  England,  or  5  per  cent  discount  for  cash ;  90  days 
net  from  France,  or  2  per  cent  discount  for  cash ;  60  to  120  days  net 
from  Germany,  or  2  to  3  per  cent  discount  for  cash. 

Credit  an  Essential— No  Domestic  Frodnotioii. 

Whatever  prices  are  made  by  American  firms,  it  is  probable  that 
terms  will  be  expected,  as  not  only  will  it  take  longer  to  receive  goods 
from  American  sources  but  freights  will  be  hi^er,  and  30  days 
would  hardly  be  sufficient  time  in  which  tq  receive  the  goods  and 
place  them  in  stock.  By  granting  terms  of  90  days  American  firms 
will  be  more  liable  to  build  up  a  trade  that  will  continue  after  the 
return  of  normal  conditions.  The  standing  of  local  firms  can  be 
ascertained  by  application  to  the  local  banks  or  to  Dun's  commercial 
agency,  which  has  a  branch  office  here.  With  satisfactory  informa- 
tion in  hand,  the  fullest  credits  possible  should  be  considered. 

No  photographic  goods  are  manufactured  in  Spain,  and  therefore 
foj^eign  supplies  have  no  domestic  competition  to  meet.  At  present 
soiAe  supplies  are  being  received  from  England  and  France,  but 
jiohe  from  Germany.  The  only  conditions  that  prejudice  American 
trade  are  lack  of  familiarity  on  the  part  of  American  firms  with 
Spanish  trade  methods,  the  general  practice  of  quoting  in  American 
rather  than  in  Spanish  currency,  the  lack  of  catalogues  in  the 
Spanish  language,  the  lack  of  credits,  and  the  general  disinclination 
01  American  exporters  to  conform  to  the  local  trade  usages. 

In  purchasing  photographic  supplies  the  first  consideration  is 
always  quality,  the  second  price,  and  the  last  the  terms  allowed,  so 
that  in  this  regard  this  class  of  goods  stands  in  a  better  position  than 
SOTne  other  lines. 
Spanish  ZamexULge  Shonld  be  Used — Advertising. 

Catalogues  should  be  in  Spanish,  as  well  as  all  other  literature, 
including  the  printed  directions  that  are  placed  in  boxes  of  plates, 
paper,  etc.  Catalogues  in  English  may  be  of  service,  but  they  will 
not  bring  the  same  trade  as  if  printed  in  the  language  of  this  coun- 
try. Directions  for  the  preparation  of  developers,  etc.,  should  not 
only  be  in  Spanish  but  they  should  also  give  weights  and  measure- 
ments in  metric  units,  and  the  temperature  of  .S9luti9itgi.etp5,  jw'U^i^b 
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mentioned,  should  be  in  degrees  centigrade.  Fahrenheit  scales  are 
not  understood.  The  expressions  "  half  plate  "  and  "  quarter  plate  " 
are  not  used  here. 

If  arrangements  are  made  with  a  local  firm  to  represent  an  Amer- 
ican manufacturer,  it  is  probable  that  his  business  will  be  consider- 
ably increased  by  allowing  certain  funds  for  advertising  purposes, 
the  usual  methods  of  advertising  here  being  by  newspaper  and  peri- 
odicals, theater  curtains,  billboards,  electric  signs,  and  slides  pro- 
jected on  the  curtains  at  cinematograph  shows.  During  the  summer 
this  last-mentioned  form  of  advertising  is  considered  cheap  and  effec- 
tive. Cinematograph  exhibitions  are  given  in  many  of  the  open 
Elazas  during  the  evenings,  and  advertisements  of  this  kind  are  seen 
y  large  numbers  of  people. 
TravellnK  RepresentetiTes — ^PaddnK  and  Shipping. 

It  is  probable  that  at  the  present  time  a  traveling  salesman  repre- 
senting American  firms  in  Spain  would  be  able  to  do  a  considerable 
business  in  this  line.  The  commercial  traveler  is  imdoubtedly  the 
best  way  to  secure  trade,  and  an  energetic,  Spanish-speaking  man, 
armed  with  samples  and  able  to  grant  credits  to  responsible  firms, 
will  undoubtedly  find  this  a  fertile  field. 

No  special  packing  is  needed  for  photographic  goods  intended  for 
this  market,  other  than  the  regular  strong  boxing  required  on  export 
shipments.  It  is  not  necessary  to  pack  photographic  goods  in  tin, 
and  tin-lined  cases  are  not  usual.  Goods  intended  for  this  market 
should  be  shipped  by  the  quickest  route.  Shipping  rates  from 
United  States  ports  are  about  30  per  cent  higher  than  from  Euro- 
pean places. 

A  list  of  Seville  firms  handling  photographic  goods  may  be  had 
from  the  Bureau  of  Domestic  and  Foreign  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices.  The  person  first  named  on  the  list  has  recently  called  at  this 
consulate  and  expressed  a  desire  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
exporters  of  photographic  goods. 


FOSEST  BESESVES  OF  CAKADA. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrttt,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  July  26.] 

According  to  a  report  just  issued  by  the  Canadian  Government,  the 
total  area  of  the  forest  reserves  of  the  Dominion  in  1914  amounted 
to  152,935,693  acres,  divided  among  the  Provinces  as  follows : 

Province.  Acrei. 

Quebec 107, 907, 513 

Ontario 14, 430, 720 

Manitoba :__  2, 606, 400 

Saskatchewan 6, 195, 705 

Alberta 16, 813, 370 

British  Columbia  (in  Itaihvay  Bolt) 2,417,038 

British  Columbia  (outside  of  Kailway  Belt) 2,474,241 

Besides  the  areas  given  for  British  Columbia,  all  lands  west  of  the 
Cascades  bearing  more  than  8,000  feet,  board  measure,  of  timber  per 
acre,  and  all  lands  east  of  the  Cascades  bearing  more  than  5,000  feet, 
board  measure,  of  timber  per  acre,  are  removed  from  entry. 

It  is  stated  that  considerable  care  has  been  exercised  in  including 
in  these  reservations  only  lands  which  control  wateraheds,  or  which 
have  been  found  unsuitable  for  agriculture. 
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smFFnro  coars  ihcsease  nr  west  dtdies. 

[Consul  Tbomas  Wallace,  Fort  de  Francp,  Martldque,  Frencb  West  Indies,  July  10.] 

A  strike  among  the  stevedores  portends  much  trouble  for  the 
commerce  of  Martinique.  The  steamship  Haven  of  the  Seeberg  Line, 
of  Mobile,  was  detained  several  days  at  Pointe-a-Petre,  Guadaloupe, 
on  account  of  the  lightermen  going  on  strike,  the  Guadaloupe  agent 
for  the  company  finally  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  strikers.  The 
news  was  carried  to  Martinique,  and  when  the  steamer  Korona,  of 
the  Quebec  Line,  arrived  from  New  York  the  lightermen  of  Fort  de 
France  had  organized  and  refused  to  work  unless  double  wages  would 
be  paid  them. 

The  daily  wages  heretofore  paid  lightermen  was  80  cents,  and  as 
the  steamer  could  not  delay,  the  agent  of  the  company  agreed  to  pay 
the  $1.60  wage  demanded.  The  next  day  after  the  agreement  had 
been  made  was  Sunday,  and  the  men  refused  to  work  unless  they 
were  paid  $3.20  per  day,  which  the  agent  refused  to  give,  and  the 
steamer  was  delayed  over  one  day  in  port. 

The  longshoremen  had  also  organized,  and  after  the  goods  from 
the  Korona  had  been  landed  they  refused  to  move  them  except  at 
five  times  the  usual  rate  paid  for  the  same  work.  The  ordinary  rate 
for  moving  a  bag  of  flour  was  2  cents,  other  packages  in  proportion. 
This  rate  would  give  them  about  $2  per  day.  They  demanded  10 
cents  per  bag  and  the  same  increase  on  other  parcels.  At  ti^is  rate 
they  would  make  abount  $10  per  day.  A  compromise  was  finally 
affected  and  they  were  given  4  cents  per  bag,  with  a  similar  increase 
on  other  parcels. 

The  strike  then  spread  to  the  laborers  employed  by  the  French 
i^«amship  line,  the  Cie.  Gle.  Transatlantique.  The  men  employed  as 
laborers  by  the  company  had  been  paid  90  cents  per  day.  They  de- 
manded $1.80.  The  company,  having  two  steamers  to  load,  offered 
them  $1.25  per  day,  which  was  reffusai.  The  few  who  were  induced 
to  go  to  work  were  assaulted  and  beaten  by  the  strikers  as  soon  as 
they  left  the  company's  inclosure,  and  the  mounted  police  who  were 
endeavoring  to  protect  them  were  pelted  with  stones,  some  of  whom 
were  badly  bruised. 

The  strikers  surrounded  the  company's  inclosure  and  intimidated 
all  who  attempted  to  enter.  The  company  succeeded  in  smuggling 
a  few  into  its  yard  and  they  were  given  sleeping  quarters  inside  the 
inclosure.  It  Jfailed  to  secure  a  sufficient  number  for  the  work  re- 
quired, and  the  steamer  sailing  to-day  will  depart  with  half  a  cargo. 

FHILIPFmE-HADE  COIB  MATS. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  China,  June  21.] 

The  industrial  division  of  the  Bureau  of  Education  at  Manila  has 
announced  that  commercial  quantities  of  coir  or  coconut  husk  mats 
of  Philippine  manufacture  are  now  available  for  sale  in  the  Philip- 
pines and  in  this  part  of  the  world,  generally  at  prices  which  allow 
successful  competition  with  American  and  European  mats  of  this 
material.  Raw  materials  for  the  mats  is  to  be  had  in  abundance  in 
the  islands,  of  course,  but  the  training  of  workmen  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  mats  has  required  time,  and  any  wide  development  of 
the  trade  will  require  more  time  for  that  reason.  The  imports  of 
such  goods  in  this  part  of  the  world  are  considerable. 
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COHSTSTTCTIOK  WOBX  ABBOAB. 

AVSTBALIA. 
[CoDRal  W.  A.  Blckors,  Hobart,  Tasmania,  Jane  20.] 

Conctraction  of  the  Bidgeway  Keservoir. 

Work  has  been  resumed  on  the  Ridgeway  Keservoir  at  Hobart, 
after  an  intermission  of  over  a  year.  The  construction  of  this  reser- 
voir was  let  to  a  contractor,  who  after  18  months'  work  was  forced  to 
give  up  his  contract  on  account  of  financial  difficulties.  Thereupon  a 
dispute  arose  as  to  the  amount  the  city  owed  him  on  the  work  he  had 
done,  which  dispute  was  carried  to  the  courts  and  was  the  cause  of 
the  long  delay  in  resuming  operations. 

After  the  settlement  of  these  disputes,  it  was  decided  by  the 
municipal  government  that  the  work  should  be  carried  out  by  day 
labor  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Water  and  Sewerage  Committee. 
This  committee  is  now  actively  pushing  forward  the  work  which 
should  be  completed  within  12  months. 

Upon  completion  of  this  reservoir,  the  city  of  Hobart  will  be 
amply  provided  with  water  for  many  years  to  come  as  it  is  of  large 
capacity  and  has  a  large  drainage  area.  The  total  cost  of  the  reser- 
voir with  connections  will  be  about  $500,000,  which  is  much  greater 
than  the  original  estimate,  as  the  cost  of  labor  and  material  has 
advanced,  and  likewise  a  wide  fissure  was  discovered  in  the  founda- 
tion which  necessitated  an  additional  heavy  expenditure. 

CAHASA. 

[Conanl  H.  B.  Kirk,  Oriilia,  Ontario,  Jaly  20.] 
Town  Hall  to  1>e  Kebnilt 

The  Town  Hall  which  was  reported  as  destroyed  by  fire  (see  Com- 
merce Reports  for  July  29,  1915)  will  be  rebuilt  as  soon  as  possible. 
Although  the  plans  are  not  completed,  this  building  will  contain 
the  municipal  offices,  the  council  chamber,  a  theater,  and  a  market. 
As  new  furnishings  will  be  needed  for  these  various  parts  of  the 
building,  it  is  suggested  that  those  who  are  interested  communicate 
with  Burke,  Horwood  &  White,  Toronto,  Canada,  who  have  been 
appointed  architects. 

BTTTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

[London  and  China  Telegraph,  July  10.] 

Ameriean  Oil  Company  Will  Constntot  Branch  Stations. 

According  to  a  Medan  contemporary  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  New 
York  are  about  to  open  up  in  business  on  the  east  coast  of  Sumatra. 
Sites  for  large  godowns  have  been  selected  at  Belawan,  Loebong, 
Pakam,  Tebing  Tinggi,  Perbangan,  Bangan  Poerba,  Sinantar,  Tand- 
jong  Balei,  and  even  at  Langsar  and  Kota  Radja.  The  construction 
work  will  be  undertaken  by  the  West  Java  Engineering  Co.,  and  will 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  1916.  The  headquarters  of  administration 
in  the  Dutch  fiast  Indies  will  be  at  Batavia.  The  Standard  Oil  Co. 
are,  we  understand,  not  only  contemplating  developments  in  Sumatra 
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but  in  Province  Wellesley.  Land  has  been  bought  up  at  Butterworth, 
and  it  is  reported  the  erection  of  what  will  be  the  largest  oil-tank 
installation  in  the  district  will  be  shortly  put  in  hand. 

fUEirCH  ISBO-CHIKA. 
[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Brlggs,  Saigon,  June  11.] 
Boad  Balldin? — BiUge  Work. 

By  decree  of  the  Governor  General  of  Indo-China  dated  Ma^ 
25,  1915,  a  contract  was  approved  with  M.  Emile  Mayeur,  entre- 
peneur,  Saigon,  for  constructing  the  roadbed  of  the  Pnompenh-Ton- 
leap  section  of  colonial  route  No.  1,  a  new  road  to  be  built  from 
Saigon  to  Pnompenh,  the  capital  and  chief  city  of  Cambodia.  The 
contract  price  is  700,000  piasters  (nearly  $350,000).  This  does  not 
include  bridges,  which  are  let  by  separate  contract,  but  it  does  in- 
clude culverts,  the  value  of  which  is  estimated  at  about  $10,000. 
The  country  is  low  and  marshy,  and  in  construction  of  this  road 
there  will  be  more  filling  in  than  grading.  Most  of  this  work  will 
be  done  by  coolie  hand  labor.  The  road  will  ultimately  be  built  up 
with  Bienhoa  stone  or  native  granite,  but  this  is  not  called  for  by  the 
present  contract. 

The  contracts  for  construction  of  bridges  are  let  from  time  to 
time.  Usually  one  or  two  months'  notice  is  given  in  the  local  official 
publications  to  those  who  wish  to  submit  sealed  bids.  The  con- 
tracts are  invariably  granted  to  local  firms.  MM.  Brossard  et 
Mopin,  entrepeneurs,  Saigon,  seem  to  get  most  of  the  contracts  in 
this  locality.  The  country  is  intersected  with  arroyos,  bayous,  and 
canals,  and  subject  to  frequent  inundations.  Consequently  many 
bridges  are  necessary  and  many  of  them  must  be  long  and  strong. 
Those  recently  constructed  have  been  of  iron  and  steel,  with  founda- 
ticms  of  reinforced  concrete.  Cement  is  one  of  the  leading  products 
ojt  Tonkin,  but  the  structural  iron  and  steel  must  be  imported. 
It  has  come  mainly  from  France. 

1  (X  list  of  the  principal  Indo-Chlna  entrepeneurs,  or  contractors,  of  public 
works,  forwarded  by  the  consul,  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches.] 

NETHERLAITSS. 
[Renter  dUpttch  from  Amstei'dam,  July  19.] 
Project  for  North  Sea  Canal. 

A  bill  has  been  presented  to  the  Netherlands  Chamber  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  lock  at  Ymuiden  and  the  widening  of  the  North 
Sea  Canal,  for  increasing  the  capacity  of  Ymuiden  harbor  and  for 
the  construction  of  defense  works.  The  dimensions  of  the  new  lock 
will  surpass  that  of  the  Panama  Canal  locks.  The  cost  of  the  lock 
dnfl  the  harbor  works  is  estimated  at  $6,000,000  and  defense  works 
at  $2,500,000. 

PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

[Manila  Free  Press,  June  20.] 

The  scheme  which  the  Dominican  Order  has  considered  for  years — 
transforming  the  whole  block  in  which  Manila's  three  banks  are 
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located  into  a  big  modern  concrete  building— is  again  to  the  fore. 
The  Dominicans  own  the  block. 

SPAIN. 

(Consol  Robertson  Honey,  Uadiid,  July  14.) 

HaiboT  Wotk  by  the  OoTemment. 

By  Royal  Decree  published  this  day  the  Spanish  Minister  of 
Public  Works  is  directed  to  proceed  forthwith  on  the  following  con- 
struction work  and  improyements  heretofore  authorized: 


Names  of  harbors. 

Date  of  ao- 
tborization. 

Ap^^prl.. 

Names  of  harbon. 

Data  of  ao- 
tborUatlon. 

Apgjjri.. 

Jan.  18,1915 
Aug.21,1914 
Nov.23, 1914 
Jan.  30,1915 

Peteuu. 

402,282.23 

09,774.77 

398,714.57 

1,157,116.41 

Aag.l9,19U 
8ept.ll,1913 

Hay  2S,  1914 

Pttelat. 
321,400.21 
250,957.57 

Uedano .............. 

PuertaReal 

UoaBo 

San    Vicente  de    la 
Barquera 

Bermeo 

389,315.31 

At  excbange  of  tbis  date  tbe  pesetas  equals  30.205  United  States  currency. 


SALE  OF  AMEBICAH  HAJnTFACTTTBES  HT  BIBHINOHAM. 

[Consul  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Birmingham,  England,  July  13.] 

Dealers  say  that  from  30  to  40  times  the  quantity  of  American 
small  hardware  articles  and  toys  coming  to  Birmingham  before  the 
war  are  now  being  received.  These  are  largely  in  lieu  of  former 
shipments  from  Germany  and  Austria. 

There  is  a  shortage  in  rubber  pedals  for  bicycles,  especially  the 
cheaper  grades.  One  merchant,  interested  in  exporting  to  bouth 
Africa,  has  been  able  to  supply  only  250  of  an  order  for  2,000.  Small 
domestic  machinery  is  in  demand.  In  fact,  goods  of  every  descrip- 
tion that  were  formerly  supplied  by  belligerent  nations  (and  the 
amount  and  variety  were  very  large)  are  now  coming  from  the 
United  States.  There  is  some  complaint  that  the  finish  on  hani- 
ware  is  not  so  good,  but  otherwise  there  is  reasonable  satisfaction. 

There  is  no  reason  why,  if  the  quality  of  the  American  article  is 
maintained,  the  trade  now  being  established  should  not  be  continued. 
,  It  is  an  encouraging  outlook  to  find  that  the  dealers  who  by  force  of 
conditions  have  been  compelled  to  seek  new  sources  of  supplies  in 
the  lines  above  mentioned  much  against  their  conservative  ideas, 
after  a  little  experimenting,  are  showing  considerable  enthiisiasn^,for 
American  products.  If  the  American  manufacturers  and  exporters, 
while  supplying  the  present  demand,  will  see  that  no  deterioration 
of  quality  is  permitted,  this  will  become  a  permanent  market. 


Stocks  of  cotton  at  Havre,  France,  on  June  2-1,  as  reported  by  Cott- 
sul  Jolm  Ball  Osborne.  Mere  207,055  bales  from  the  United  States; 
31,007  bales  from  India;  5,089  from  other  sources;  total,  303,811 
bales.  The  total  on  June  24,  1914,  was  300,850,  the  sources  being  in 
about  the  same  proportions  as  this  year.  The  visible  supply  is  given 
as  315,859  bales  from  the  United  States;  India,  31,007;  other  sources, 
5,089;  total,  352,015  bales. 
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vonnroHAic  h(»i£sy  tsade  fbospebotts. 

[Connul  C.  U.  Hitch,  Nottingham,  BngUnd,  Jnly  14.] 

The  hosiery  trade  in  this  district  continues  very  active,  nearly  all 
branches  being  fully  employed.  Although  the  manufacturers  have 
been  compelled  to  ask  advanced  prices  for  their  goods,  yet  in  most 
cases  orders  are  coming  in  very  satisfactorily. 

There  seems  to  be  for  the  present  an  unlimited  demand  for 
women's  fine  hose  in  mercerized  cotton  and  lisle  thread.  Some  nice 
lines  of  artificial-silk  goods  are  being  made  in  addition  to  attractive 
selling  lines  of  silk  boots,  with  tops  of  artificial  silk,  mercerized 
cotton,  or  lisle  thread. 
TTnderwear  Section  dnlte  Fnlly  Employe!. 

The  underwear  section  is  probably  as  active  and  fully  employed 
as  any.  Owing  to  the  great  variety  of  finished  goods  being  turned 
out  the  capacity  of  the  manufacturer  is  tested  to  the  fullest  extent. 
Most  plants  of  circular  machines  are  nmning  double  time.  The  de- 
mand for  web  in  a  variety  of  fabrics,  each  with  a  special  kind  of 
finish  peculiarly  its  own,  is  very  large. 

The  demand  for  women's  cashmere  hose  is  well  maintained;  the 
great  bulk  is  taken  in  black.  The  request  for  embroidered  goods  is 
not  so  great  as  it  has  been.  Black  cotton  hose  are  selling  in  very  large 
quantities,  as  also  are  mercerized  cotton  and  lisle  thread  goods,  and 
a  few  lines  of  embroidered  clocks  are  asked  for.  Bleached  cotton 
hose  are  finding  favor,  and  women's  ribbed  black  cashmere  hose  hold 
their  own  fairly  well. 

Men's  ribbed  half -hose  machinery  is  being  run  at  all  possible  hours. 
Cotton  and  wool  black  and  navy  half  hose  are  selling  m  fairly  large 
quantities,  and  cotton  and  lisle  thread  goods  are  in  demand.  A  few 
lines  of  cadimere  and  cotton  half  hose,  embroidered  clocks,  are  also 
moving. 

.  Bright  weather  usually  acts  as  a  stimulus  to  the  sales  of  children's 
socks ;  white  cotton  and  lisle  are  moving  in  large  quantities.  Cash- 
mere goods,  also,  are  selling  well  in  white  and  light  fancy  shades,  in 
addjtion  to  substantial  quantities  in  black  and  tans. 

Manufacturers  of  expensive  silk  hosiery  would  like  to  increase 
their  output.  Manufacturers  of  silk  underwear  are  experiencing  a 
dearth  of  orders.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  large  demand  for 
imderwear  in  wool,  cotton,  and  plated  goods. 

Dyert  and  Tlnisken  Advanee  Prices. 

Manufacturers  locally  have  received  notices  from  the  bleachers, 
dyers,  and  finishers  of  an  advance  in  price  for  most  articles,  with  a 
fixed  minimum  price  for  most  classes  of  goods.  There  has  been  little 
opposition  on  the  part  of  manufacturers  to  this  action  of  the  master 
dyers  and  finishers,  inasmuch  as  it  is  generally  recognized  that  the 
greatly  increased  cost  of  material  and  labor  warranted  the  demand 
lor  increased  prices.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  dyers  and  fin- 
ishers, the  coui-se  adopted  should  prove  beneficial  in  checking  the 
policy  of  undercutting  prices,  which  has  been  practiced  more  or  less 
lor  some  time  past. 

Owing,  in  part,  to  the  great  demand  made  by  the  Government  upon 
the  wool  market,  and  also  in  part  to  a  shortage  of  labor  experienced 
by  top  makers,  the  supply  oi  cashmere  yam  for  the  hosiery  trade 
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has  been  gradually  reduced.  Deliveries  against  contracts  become 
more  belated  as  manufactruers  have  difficulty  in  getting  enough  yam 
to  keep  their  machines  constantly  nmning.  Production  has  been 
somewhat  hampered  by  insufficient  supplies  of  needles,  dyeing  mate- 
rials, and  certain  classes  of  yams. 

Extension  of  Works  and  New  Companies. 

One  firm  of  manufacturers  is  preparing  to  extend  its  woiks  at 
Heanor,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  over  $55,000.  The  present  works  em- 
ploy 1,500,  and  the  extension  is  to  provide  for  double  that  number. 

Three  new  companies  that  have  been  organized  include  one  capi- 
talized at  $15,000  ($5  shares)  to  take  over  the  business  of  hosiery 
manufacturers  carried  on  at  Hinckley,  Leicestershire ;  a  second,  with 
$300,000  capital  ($5  shares),  to  take  over  the  business  of  dyers  car- 
ried on  at  North  Bridge  and  Frog  Island,  Leicester;  and  a  third, 
with  $10,000  capital  ($5  shares),  to  carry  on  the  business  of  hosiery 
manufacturing  at  Grange  Lane,  Leicester. 

[The  market  for  Auierlcau  kult  goods  in  England  was  discussed  lu  Commerce 
Rktokts  for  Mar.  15,  1915.] 


THE  USE  OF  FUEL  OH  IS  BSAZII. 

[Conaul  General  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottschalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  July  2.] 

One  can  not  enter  upon  any  study  of  the  fuels  used  in  Brazil  to- 
day without  realizing  that  the  country  is  on  the  threshold  of  "a 
transition.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe  and  the  diminu- 
tion of  British  coal  supplies  upon  this  market,  American  coal  has 
gradually  entered  the  field  [for  reviews  of  the  Brazilian  coal  situa- 
tion see  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr.  24,  June  23,  and  July  24, 
1915] ;  fuel  oil  has  already  begun  to  be  known  here,  and  has  in,  a 
number  of  special  instances  actually  supplanted  coal;  and  there  are 
those  who  discern  in  the  general  introduction  of  electricity  for  tele- 
phone, lighting,  and  traction  purposes  in  Brazilian  towns  even  of 
relatively  small  size  the  forecast  of  a  distant  time  when  both  coal 
and  oil  fuel  shall  have  given  way  before  a  cheap  and  popular  supply- 
of  electric  power  generated  by  th^  vast  water  powers  oi  Brazil. 

Frogrest  Slow  at  Pirst. 

Fuel  oil  was  first  introduced  into  Brazil  a  little  over  three  years 
ago.  It  is  furnished  here  by  two  concerns,  the  Caloric  Oil  Co.  of 
New  York  and  the  Anglo-Mexican  Petroleum  Co. ;  the  Standard  Oil 
Co.  is  building  large  fuel-oil  tanks  on  Gobernador  Island,  in  the  Bay 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  will  soon  also  enter  the  fuel-oil  field. 

In  1911  demonstrations  of  firing  cotton-mill  boilers  with  oil 
aroused  much  enthusiasm  as  a  solution  of  the  fuel  problem  in  the 
textile  industry  of  Brazil.  However,  the  growth  of  the  business  was 
relatively  slow  at  first  because  all  of  the  material  for  the  installation 
of  oil-burning  systems  had  to  be  imported  either. from  the  United 
States  or  from  Europe,  and  because  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
industrial  plants  were  still  bound  by  coal  contracts  running  for  some 
time.  Notwithstanding  these  and  other  drawbacks,  oil  imports  since 
1911  have  shown  a  yearly  increase  of  over  100  per  cent. 
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Kexlco  the  Chief  Sonrce — local  Consumers. 

Most  of  the  fuel  oil  received  here  has  come  from  the  Mexican  fields, 
with  the  exception  of  one  cargo  froni  California  via  the  Straits  of 
Magellan. 

At  present  all  but  one  or  two  of  the  larger,  cotton  mills  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  are  using  electrical  power  to  turn  their  spindles,  but  have 
supplanted  coal  by  fuel  oil  for  the  engines  used  in  their  dyeing, 
cleaning,  and  pressing  work.  These  mills,  most  of  which  in  1914  were 
running  on  half  time,  have  had  marked  increases  in  their  orders  and 
have  nearly  all  returned  to  normal  conditions  of  production.  Six 
of  the  largest  of  these  show  an  increase  in  their  consumption  of  oil 
during  the  past  half  year  of  some  40  per  cent.  Other  users  of  fuel 
oil  include  two  woolen  and  one  silk  mill,  sugar  refineries,  paper  mills, 
glass  works,  hat  factories,  breweries,  iron  mills,  rope  and  cordage 
works,  an  asphalt  plant,  and  steamships. 

All  that  has  been  written  above  relates  to  the  city  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  Until  now  but  little  effort  has  been  made  to  spread  the  use 
of  fuel  oil  to  the  large  interior  manufacturing  centers,  chiefly  because 
of  the  lack  of  tanking  facilities  elsewhere  than  in  the  capital  city; 
but  it  is  said  that  the  question  of  establishing  storage  stations  at 
various  points  in  the  interior  is  receiving  serious  consideration. 

Experimental  Installations  of  naTlgation  and  Railway  Companies. 

Some  effort  has  been  made  to  approach  the  Brazilian  navigation 
companies  in  the  matter  of  introducing  this  fuel,  and  two  or  three 
steamers  have  been  supplied.  Some  of.  the  lines  are  said  to  be  more 
than  half  convinced  of  the  ultimate  economy  of  oil  burning,  and  are 
urged,  besides,  to  some  radical  measures  by  reason  of  the  advanced 
prite  of  coal. 

The  Government-owned  Central  Railway  of  Brazil  has  50  oil- 
burning  engines  in  serWce  on  .suburban  lines  and  is  contemplating 
additions  to  this  list;  about  2,500  tons  of  fuel  oil  are  now  consumed 
hionthly.  I  am  told  that  three  or  four  more  oil-burning  engines  are 
6ri  their  way  from  the  American  Locomotive  Works  to  this  railroad 
and  that  it  purposes  building  a  reserve  storage  tank  at  Barra  de 
Pirahy,  some  miles  in  the  interior.  The  railroad's  supply  of  oil  is 
fuHlished  chiefly  by  a  British  company  (the  Anglo-Mexican  Pe- 
troleum Co.)  at  the  reputed  low  price  of  42s,  Gd.  ($10.34)  per  ton. 
Two  other  smaller  railroads  have  each  equipped  one  locomotive  for 
experimental  purposes. 


BOAKD  TO  STUDY  SPANISH  EXPOETATION. 

[Consul  nobertson  Uoncy,  Madrid,  July  11.] 

,,  The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  (oflicial  organ  of  the  Spanish  Government) 
announces  tliis  day  that  by  royal  decree  a  board  has  been  created  to 
study  and  report  upon  the  question  of  increasing  the  exports  of 
Spain.  The  president  of  the  board  is  Sefior  I).  Jose  Valdes, 
Director  (Jeneral  de  Aduanas.  Madrid,  Spain.  The  board  will  finish 
its  labors  and  report  by  October  15,  1915.  American  importers  of 
Spanish  products  should  communicate  with  the  above  named  before 
expiration  of  the  time  limit. 
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FOEEION  TBAOE  OFFOBTITNITIES. 

[Whfre  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtaloed  from  the  Barean  or  Its  bmncb 

oillces.] 

Corks,  No.  17784. — A  business  man  In  Spain  states  that  he  desires  to  represent 
American  manufnctiirers  of  corlcs  of  the  kind  commonly  used  lu  per- 
fumery bottles.  Full  information,  Including  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc., 
should  be  forwarded  at  once.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  New 
Yorl{  City  references  are  given. 

Kitchen  utensils.  No.  17785. — ^A  firm  In  Denmark  is  Interested  In  obtaining  Ameri- 
can agencies  for  flat  irons,  combs,  wringers,  spoons,  and  various  other  small 
kitchen  utensils.  This  firm  expects  to  buy  on  its  own  account  for  Finland 
and  Russia  and  to  act  as  selling  agents  or  manufacturers'  repriisentatives 
in  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Denmark. 

Enamel  ware,  hardteare,  etc..  No.  17786. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the 
Netherlands  reports  that  an  export  and  import  agent  In  his  district  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  enamel  ware,  earthen 
ware,  wire  nails,  lock  binges,  bolts,  cutlery,  garden  hoes,  eta,  spoons, 
cotton  piece  goods,  etc. 

y Urate  of  soda,  No.  17787. — A  firm  In  Canada  has  requested  an  American  consular 
officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of 
refined  nitrate  of  soda,  to  l>e  used  in  curing  meats,  etc.  He  desires  to  pur- 
chase this  commodity  from  firms  in  the  eastern  States. 

Shingles,  No.  17788. — ^A  firm  in  Canada  writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  that  It  has  an  inquiry  from  its  head  office  in  England 
for  offers  on  shiugles  to  be  shipped  to  East  and  South  African  markets. 

Fleecy  ripple  fabric.  No.  17789. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  patterns  and  quotations  for 
fleecy  ripple  fabric  suitable  for  making  golf  knickers,  etc.,  for  women. 
Trices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  British  ports.  If  possible. 

Automobile  supplies,  ete..  No.  17790. — A  firm  in  Norway  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  it  wishes  to  hear  from  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  rubber  tires,  automobile  accessories,  dry  batteries,  and  automobile 
trucks,  with  a  view  to  securing  an  exclusive  agency  for  .the  sale  of  theae 
lines.    The  firm  states  that  it  will  pay  cash. 

Food  products.  No.  17701. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands  re- 
ports that  an  agent  in  that  country  wishes  to  represent  American  exporters 
of  Culifomla  canned  fruits;  dried  California  fruits;  salmon  and  lobster 
IMckers.  The  man  desires  to  work  on  a  commission  basis  or  buy  on  his  own 
account.    References  are  given.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Fish  nets.  No.  17792.— A  business  man  in  Hondni-as  informs  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  roceivo  prices  on  fish  nets  for  salt- 
water fishing.  He  desires  a  net  about  150  feet  IdHg.  12  feet  wide  in  the 
center,  and  7  feet  wide  at  the  ends.  Prices  should  Ifftmade  for  prompt 
delivery.    Corresiwudence  may  be  in  English. 

Celluloid  and  aluminum  tcare,  hosiery,  toys,  etc..  No.  17793.— A  flrinjn  Cuba  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  represenKAmeiican 
manufacturers  of  celluloid  and  aluminum  ware,  glassware,  brushes^  hosiery, 
ready-made  clothing  for  men,  toys,  rubber  notion.?,  jewelry  nSp^'elties, 
leather  novelties,  metal  novelties,  soaps,  soap  stock,  and  cottonseed>il. 

Typewriter  ribbons,  carhon  and  stencil  paper,  and  photographic  paste.  No.  17f94. — 
An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes  that  a  business  man  iV  ^'^ 
district  desires  to  receive  offers  for  t.vpewriter  ribbons,  carbon  and  stfncU 
paper,  and  photographic  paste.    Correspondence  should  be  lu  French.  \ 

Card  steel  wire,  Xo.  17795.- .\  firm  in  Switzerland  which  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  mechanical  carding  m.achinery  and  card  clothing  has  written  V»n 
American  consular  officer  requesting  names  and  addresses  of  Amerlcf*n 
manufacturers  of  card  steel  wire  used  in  the  manufacture  of  card  clot*»- 
ing  and  carding  suppUes.    Correspondence  should  be  in  German. 
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BAEEBY  KACHINEBY  FOR  PORTO  RICO. 

[Harwood  Hull,  correspondent,  San  Juan,  July  28.] 

Changes  in  the  sanitary  regulations  for  bakeries  for  the  entire 
island  provide  that  Porto  Rican  bakers  must  mix  their  dough  by  ma- 
chinery and  deliver  their  bread  wrapped  in  paper.  Ovens  must  be 
of  an  approved  type  and  in  some  instances  bakers  will  be  compelled 
to  install  cutting  machines.  The  regulations  have  been  formulated  to 
eliminate  the  handling  of  bread  by  workmen  from  the  time  the 
dough  is  mixed  until  the  bread  is  delivered  to  the  retail  customer. 

As  these  regulations  practically  revolutionize  the  baking  condi- 
tions of  the  island  there  should  be  a  market  here  for  all  sorts  of 
bakers'  mechanical  supplies.  When  the  new  regulations  were  first 
issued  it  was  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  adequate 
bakery  machinery  in  the  island  and  as  there  had  never  been  any  par- 
ticular demand  for  such  machinery  local  merchants  in  many  in- 
stances were  without  even  catalogues  of  manufacturers  making  such 
machinery. 

Most  of  the  island  bakeries  are  small  and  the  market  demands 
small,  inexpensive  outfits. 

Porto  Rico  imports  annually  over  $1,500,000  worth  of  flour — all 
from  the  United  States. 


HIGHER  PRICES  FOR  AUSTRALIAN  CATTUB. 

The  record  price  of  $118.42  each  for  beeves  in  Australia  was  noted 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  2,  1915.  The  Sydney  Herald  an- 
nounces still  higher  prices  in  its  issue  of  July  6,  1915: 

MoBUTA. — At  a  cattle  SJile  held  by  Messrs.  O'Reilly  and  Thomson,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Cecil  Keating,  exceptional  prices  were  refillzed.  The  highest  price  ever 
paid  here  for  fat  bullocio  was  reached  when  a  Waggn  buyer,  Mr.  King,  bid 
126  ($126.53)  each.  A  yard  of  150  store  bulloclts  fetched  iET/lO/e  ($36.55) ; 
ordinary  bulloclss  to  £9/2/6  ($44.40);  heifers  to  £6/2  ($20.60).  Buyers  at- 
tended from  Wogga,  Goulburn,  and  other  centers. 
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THE  EKGUSH  AOBICULTUKAI  SHOW. 

[Consul  C.  H.  Blteb,  Nottlngbam,  Jul;  9.] 

American  farm  implements  were  features  at  the  Seventy -sixth  An- 
nual Exhibition  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England,  which 
was  held  at  Nottingham,  June  29  to  July  3, 1915.  This  is  the  second 
time  since  the  society  was  organized  in  1839  that  Nottingham  has  been 
honored  by  having  the  annual  fair,  the  previous  time  being  in  1888. 

The  section  devoted  to  agricultural  implements  and  farm  miichin- 
cry  was  laid  out  as  city  blocks,  with  streets  running  betwetm,  and 
large  numbers  of  visitors  were  constantly  inspecting  the  exhibits. 
A  comparison  of  the  number  of  entries  in  farm  machinery  at  the 
first  Royal  Show,  held  in  1839,  with  the  entries  in  the  Show  held  this 
year  will  give  some  idea  of  the  wonderful  strides  that  have  been 
made  along  this  line.  In  1839  there  were  only  16  mechanical  appli- 
ances shown,  and  these  were  said  to  be  comprehensive  of  the  best  farm 
machinery  at  that  time.  They  consisted  of  one  grubber,  one  mold- 
ing plow,  two  subsoilers,  two  cultivators,  one  swing  plow,  one  horse 
hoe,  one  chain  harrow,  etc.  These  were  typical  of  the  best  and 
most  advanced  farm  machinery  in  use  at  that  period.  The  number 
of  farm  machinery  exhibits  has  grown  from  year  to  year,  until  in 
1916  the  total  entries  for  exhibition  required  341  stands  and  num- 
bered 4,230.  In  addition  there  were  19  new  implements  entered  for 
silver  medals.  Among  these  exhibits  could  be  found  every  imagi- 
nable kind  of  farm  implement  in  use,  such  as  imjjroved  cultivators, 
harrows,  plows,  reapers,  binders,  harvesting  machines,  steam  plows, 
tractor  engines,  etc.  Some  well-known  makes  of  American  harvest- 
ing machines,  reapers,  binders,  tractor  engines,  etc.,  occupied  con- 
spicuous places  among  the  machinery  exhibits. 

Hew  Farm  Implements. 

Silver  medals  are  each  year  offered  by  the  Royal  Agricultural  So- 
ciety for  new  agricultural  implements  or  improvements  in  such  im- 
plements specially  entered  at  the  show.  This  year  19  new  implements 
were  entered  in  this  contest.  Two  motor  plows  were  entered  for 
silver  medals,  one  being  a  double-furrow  motor  plow,  which  can  be 
used  either  as  a  cultivator  or  as  a  harrow.  The  "tillerer,"  about 
which  a  good  deal  has  been  heard  during  the  past  few  months,  was 
also  entered.  It  plants  and  cultivates  wheat  somewhat  after  the 
manner  of  planting  and  cultivating  com. 

An  American-made  petrol  engine  (2  horsepower)  was  among  the 
new  inventions  entered  for  the  silver  medal.  It  is  a  2-cylinder,  2- 
stroke  engine,  water  cooled,  with  single  reduction  spiral  gears,  and 
adjustable  expanding  clutch,  H.  T.  magneto,  and  automatic  car- 
buretor. It  is  made  to  operate  on  a  number  of  attachments,  such 
as  bone  grinders,  vegetable  cutters,  and  the  like,  without  the  use  of 
pulleys  or  belting.    The  latter  can,  however,  be  fitted  to  the  engine. 

Other  new  inventions  entered  were  an  oil  plowing  engine,  a  new 
electric-lighting  plant  which  is  priced  at  the  low  figure  of  $185,  two 
new  potato  planters,  a  new  disk  and  fertilizer  drill,  etc. 

No  better  opportunity  is  offered  to  manufacturers  of  farm  imple- 
ments in  getting  their  goods  properly  before  the  public  than  is 
nfforded  at  these  annual  exhibitions  of  the  Royal  Show.  These  shows 
are  visited  by  many  thousands  of  the  best  farmers  throughout  England, 
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and  American  manufacturers  of  farm  implements  and  machinery 
who  wish  to  enter  this  market  would  do  well  to  bear  this  in  mind. 
The  Eoyal  Show  is  usually  held  about  the  month  of  June  or  July 
in  each  year,  and  anyone  desiring  to  arrange  space  for  the  1916 
show  should  address  communications  direct  to  Mr.  Thomas  McRow, 
Secretary,  16  Bedford  Square,  London,  W.  C,  England. 
Dairying  ExUUtion. 

The  dairying  plant,  which  occupied  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
center  of  the  show  ground,  was  perhaps  visited  by  more  people  than 
any  other  one  exhibit.  During  each  day  practical  experiments  were 
made  to  demonstrate  the  value  of  the  milks  obtained  from  the  various 
breeds  of  cattle.  Demonstrations  were  also  made  to  show  the  dif- 
ferent results  obtained  from  the  same  cream  when  the  churning  and 
butter  maldng  is  conducted  skillfully  or  the  reverse.  A  competent 
expert  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  gave  daily  lectures  on 
various  features  connected  with  dairying,  which  were  eagerly  at- 
tended by  large  and  enthusiastic  audiences. 

Quite  a  feature  of  the  show  was  the  interest  aroused  in  the  demon- 
strations and  lectures  in  the  working  dairy,  where  about  a  dozen 
women,  including  a  number  of  instructresses  for  the  various  counties, 
were  busily  engaged  each  day.  It  was  only  in  accordance  with  prec- 
edent that  the  milk  from  the  Jersey  cows  should  have  yielded  the 
best  results,  though  the  Guernsey  butter  was  of  a  rather  higher 
color. 

On  Saturday,  the  last  dav  of  the  show,  the  results  in  butter  tests 
and  milk  yields  were  made  Known.  The  cows  were  milked  at  5  p.  m. 
on  Wednesday,  and  the  milk  for  the  next  24  hours  was  taken  for  the 
test.  The  first  and  second  prizes  were  taken  by  the  short-horn  cows 
owned  by  Lord  Lucas.  One  of  these  cows  scored  more  points  than 
any  animal  of  the  other  breeds.  She  gave  68  pounds  of  milk,  with 
3.95  pounds  of  fat,  scoring  83.80  points. 

The  largest  yield  of  milk  was  returned  by  a  Holstein-Friesian  cow, 
which  gave  70.10  pounds  of  milk,  but  was  disiqualified,  as  the  milk 
was  below  the  fat  standard.  The  Lincolnshire  Eeds  and  several 
other  breeds  also  made  remarkable  records.  A  Jersey  cow  took  the 
first  prize  in  the  test  for  butter  fat,  producing  6.47 — the  standard 
being  only  3 — and  it  is  said  this  record  has  probably  never  been 
equaled.  The  second  prize  Jersey  cow  made  a  record  of  6.30  in 
butter  fat. 

The  first  prize  winner  in  the  Dexter  class  was  entered  by  His 
Majesty,  the  King.    This  little  animal  is  only  3  years  old,  and  for  a 
representative  of  this  miniature  breed  to  yield  40.12  pounds  of  mUk 
is  considered  a  fine  record. 
Improved  Cheese  Uaking. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  by  the  farmers  in  cheese  making.  It 
is  claimed  by  exjjerts  that  much  more  money  can  be  realized  by  con- 
verting the  milk  into  cheese  than  in  the  making  of  butter.  Mr.  R.  N. 
Dowling,  the  organizer  of  agricultural  education  for  Lincoln  County, 
estimate  that  80  cents  more  can  be  obtained  from  8  gallons  of  milk 
converted  into  cheese  than  by  utilizing  the  same  quantity  of  milk 
for  maldng  butter. 

The  mam  obstacle  that  has  confronted  the  small  farmer  hereto- 
fore was  that  no  simple  and  inexpensive  method  had  been  devised 
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for  making  cheese  on  a  small  scale,  but  this  diflSculty  appears  to 
have  been  successfully  overcome  by  the  methods  employed  in  the 
making  of  what  is  known  as  the  Little  Lincoln  cheese.  The  Lind- 
sey  County  Council  have  for  the  past  two  years  been  instructing 
butter  makers  in  the  production  of  a  small  whole  milk  cheese,  which, 
it  is  claimed,  will  leave  a  much  larger  margin  of  profit  than  butter 
making  in  the  summer  months.  The  chief  advantage  of  this  "  Little 
Lincoln  "  cheese  is  that  it  needs  little  in  the  way  of  aj)pliances.  The 
milk  may  be  set  in  a  pan  of  convenient  size  to  fit  inside  another,  so 
that  the  temperature  of  the  milk  may  be  regulated  by  means  of  hot 
water  in  the  outer  vessel.  The  curd,  when  ready,  may  be  cut  with  any 
knife  sufficiently  long  in  the  blade  to  reach  the  bottom  of  thepan 
and  the  crosscutting  may  be  done  with  a  cream  skimmer.  When 
ready  for  cutting  the  curd  is  broken  by  hand,  so  that  cheeses  of 
uniform  size  may  be  obtained,  IJ  pounds  of  curd  placed  in  each 
small  tin,  and  pressure  applied  on  each  for  one  night  only. 

The  method  of  making  is  to  use  new  milk  at  a  temperature  of 
84°  F.  Add  rennet  diluted  in  cold  water  in  proportion  of  half  a 
teaspoonf  ul  to  each  gallon  of  milk.  Leave  li  hours.  Cut  the  curd 
into  cubes  and  heat  to  88°,  stirring  for  half  an  hour.  Leave  it 
to  settle  for  half  an  hour.  Draw  off  the  whey  and  collect  the  curd 
in  a  cheesecloth.  Cut  and  turn  the  curd  every  half  hour.  After 
the  third  time  of  cutting  and  turning  test  the  curd  on  a  hot  iron, 
and  if  it  draws  in  fine  threads  break  it  up  into  small  pieces  and  add 
J.  ounce  of  salt  to  every  4  pounds  of  curd.  Press  into  small  tins,  as 
above,  and  apply  1  pound  pressure  for  one  night.  Turn  the  cheeses 
daily  till  they  slip  out  of  tne  tin,  and  after  which  scrape  the  surface 
and  put  on  a  bandage.  When  dry,  remove  the  latter,  and  brush  over 
the  surface  of  the  cheese  with  flour  paste.  The  cheeses  are  ready  for 
sale,  after  turning  each  day,  in  about  three  weeks,  the  period  being 
shorter  in  very  warm  weather  and  longer  in  very  cold  weather. 

The  exhibits  of  horses,  sheep,  pigs,  poultry,  produce,  horticulture, 
etc.,  were  well  up  to  the  standards  of  other  years,  and  while  the 
number  of  entries  were  somewhat  less,  the  quality  of  the  animals 
were  considered  equally  as  good,  if  not  superior  to  those  entered  at 
former  exhibitions. 

Training  the  Blind. 

Something  quite  unique  for  a  Royal  Show  was  provided  by  the 
I?oyal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind,  whose  imposing  display 
was  a  revelation  of  the  strides  which  have  been  made  m  training  the 
blind  at  one  of  Nottingham's  leading  institutions.  The  manufacture 
of  brooms  and  brushes,  socks  and  stockings,  fancy  baskets,  sinnet 
mats,  and  ordinary  doormats  was  demonstrated,  and  there  were  work- 
ing examples  of  hand  weaving  and  machine  weaving.  A  dainty  in- 
terior was  draped  with  curtains  made  on  the  premises,  and  the  splen- 
did results  obtained  from  the  training  of  the  blind  in  typewriting 
and  piano  tuning  were  other  features  of  a  notable  exhibit. 


Spain's  production  of  cane  sugar  in  the  first  five  months  of  1915 
totaled  4,189  short  tons,  compared  with  6,309  tons  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1914.  Consul  Kobertson  Honey,  of  Madrid,  reports 
that  to  produce  1  ton  of  sugar  this  year  15.845  tons  of  cane  were  re- 
quired, whereas  last  year  but  12.316  tons  were  needed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEFOBTS.  645 

SHIFUENTS  FSOH  HTJUBEB  FOBTS. 

[Consul  Charles  M.  Hathaway,  jr.,  Hull,  England,  July  20.] 

In  the  first  quarter  of  1914  the  value  of  the  exports  declared  at  the 
Hull  consulate  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  was  $241,545 ;  this 
year  it  was  $134,387.  In  the  second  quarter  of  1914  the  invoice  value 
of  the  merchandise  sent  to  the  United  States  from  this  district  was 
$273^607;  in  April-June,  1915,  it  was  $216,758;  or  a  total  of  $351,145, 
against  $515,152  in  the  first  six  months  of  last  year.  This  is  a  loss 
of  nearly  32  per  cent.  If  the  enhanced  prices  were  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  falling  off  would  be  larger.  It  will  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  second  quarter  showed  a  decided  tendency  to  recover. 

During  the  same  period  exports  of  seed  oils  (rape,  castor,  and 
soya)  to  the  United  States  declined  from  $122,205  to  $76,643.  It 
should  be  noted  that  not  all  the  Hull-made  oil  that  goes  to  the  United 
States  is  invoiced  from  Hull. 

Figures  of  the  coal  trade  of  the  ports  of  Hull,  Grimsby,  Imming- 
ham,  and  Goole  show  a  falling  off  of  about  41  per  cent  in  exports 
and  of  about  35  per  cent  in  coastwise  shipments,  as  compared  with 
the  first  six  months  of  1914.  Of  the  exports  over  40  per  cent  went 
to  France,  a  much  larger  percentage  than  in  times  of  peace. 


HOTOB  PLOW  TBIAIS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  Rnfns  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  July  17,  corroboraUng  cable  dispatch  In  Commercs 

Uepouts  for  July  22.] 

The  Highland  Agricultural  Society  will  give  an  opportunity  to 
the  makers  of  motor  cultivating  implements  to  demonstrate  to 
farmers  the  capabilities  of  motor  plows.  The  need  for  labor-saving 
implements  has  become  urgent,  and  a  general  feeling  prevails  among 
the  directorate  of  the  society  that,  even  though  present  circumstances 
are  adverse,  everything  possible  should  be  done  to  promote  an  in- 
dustry which  may  have  a  considerable  effect  upon  the  working  of 
agriculture  in  the  future.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  select 
a  site  with  strong  land  where  the  tests  will  be  thorough.  The  trials 
will  probably  be  held  near  Stirling  about  the  fii-st  week  in  October. 

Communications  from  motor  implement  manufacturers  may  be 
addressed  to  the  Motor  Trials  Committee,  care  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Highland  Agricultural  Society,  George  IV  Bridge,  Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

SPAIN'S  BEVENTTES  FOB  FIVE  MONTHS. 

[Consul  Bobertson  Honey,  Madrid,  July  11.] 

During  the  first  five  months  of  1914  the  total  revenue  of  Spain  was 
506,990,000  pesetas;  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1915  the 
total  revenue  amounted  to  452,060,000  pesetas.  In  addition  to  this 
falling  off  of  54,930,000  pesetas,  Spain  has  sold  159,000,000  pesetas 
worth  of  treasury  bonds  this  year,  as  against  only  45,000,000  pesetas 
in  1914. 

[The  gold  peseta  Is  equivalent  to  19.3  cents  United  States  currency;  the 
Spanish  silver  peseta  is  circulating  above  its  metallic  value  at  present,  and  is 
worth  approximately  20  cents.] 
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BBAZniAH  CONSTTHFTIOir  OF  FOSEION  COTTON  TASK. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  U  Moreao  Oottsduilk,  Bto  de  Janeiro,  June  14.] 

The  importance  of  Brazil's  trade  in  foreign  cotton  yams  may  be 
gauged  from  the  following  statistics  of  imports  for  1905, 1910,  1911, 
1912,  1913,  and  1914: 


Imported  from— 

1906 

1910 

1911 

1913 

.    191* 

1914 

T7nlt«d  States      

Poundt. 

21,830 

9,230 

740 

18,840 

405,695 

359,030 

Poundt. 

6,675 

1,776 

1,150 

25,395 

610,695 

748,205 

6,175 

8,820 

1,245,820 

145 

Pound*. 

10,545 

6,995 

1,196 

30,030 

698,160 

618, OcO 

4.145 

27,4£0 

1,447,200 

Poundt. 

27,375 

9,84S 

16, 3M 

73,435 

752,300 

1,112,770 

8805 

66,430 

1,975,010 

4,500 

Poundt. 

38,035 

42,090 

11,210 

77,190 

793,  EOS 

747,275 

2,915 

26,695 

1,659,340 

Potmdt. 
2,605 

1,520 

11,250 

376,640 

Italy          

184,445 

Kethorlands     .... 

6,845 

Switzerlan d 

5,980 

1,328,705 

2,326 

28,335 

United  Kingdom 

970,290 

Other  countries 

3,736 

2,152,245 
$519,348 

2,644,758 
1835,161 

2,647,770 
1921,227 

4,046,810 
tl,  150, 025 

3,396,255 
$1,100,850 

1,485,655 

Total  value 

$534,060 

Manufacturers  are  of  the  opinion  that  1915  will  witness  a  still  more 
marked  decrease  in  the  imports. 

Imports  Chiefly  Bleached  or  Dyed  Tarn. 

The  statistics  do  not  distinguish  between  the  amoimts  of  gray, 
white,  and  colored  yarn.  The  bulk  of  the  imports  is  bleached  or 
dyed  yam.  The  amount  of  foreign  gray  yam  received  is  small— it 
being  dyed  here  and  used  principally  in  the  manufacture  of  textiles, 
etc.,  to  produce  effects  that  can  not  be  achieved  with  domestic  yams. 
Practically  all  of  the  imported  cotton  yam  is  "  doubled." 

The  steadily  growing  hosiery  industry  of  Brazil  takes  up  most  of 
the  imported  cotton  yams,  the  underwear  mills  use  a  considerable 
amount  for  knitting,  and  the  remainder  is  utilized  by  textUe  mills 
manufacturing  a  high  grade  of  cotton  goods  such  as  the  native-spun 
j'arn  will  not  produce.  Local  importers  claim  that  a  large  part  of 
the  imports  is  composed  of  mercerized  cotton  yam — the  small  quan- 
tity that  is  manufactured  here  not  satisfying  the  demand — and  that 
business  in  mercerized  foreign  yam  will  doubtless  continue  to  ex- 
pand in  the  future. 

Most  of  the  cotton  mills  in  Brazil  spin  yams  of  40  count  or  imder, 
some  few  spin  60s,  and  it  is  claimed  that  one  or  two  spin  up  to  80s. 
This  statement  was  substantiated  by  the  traveling  representative  of  a 
large  American  manufacturer  who  is  now  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  with  a 
line-  of  samples  of  yarns  of  count  40  or  under.  He  states  that  with  a 
line  of  finer  yarns  he  w^ould  have  been  able  to  do  a  very  satisfactory 
business.  The  market  for  foreign  cotton  yarns,  therefore,  would  seem 
to  be  limited  almost  entirely  to  the  higher  coimts. 

Packing  Heqnirements — Samples. 

All  the  cotton  yarn  imported  for  the  manufacture  of  hosiery  is  put 
up  in  cardboard  "  conicals  "  and  cross  spooled.  It  is  essential  that  the 
cardboard  be  durable  but  light  in  weight,  as  customs  duties  are  levied 
on  the  conicals  as  well  as  on  the  yarn  itself.  Cotton  yarn  for  silk 
mills  is  imported  in  skeins. 

No  definite  rule  can  be  laid  down  as  to  the  sizes  of  packing  cases 
required;  there  is  no  uniformity  in  this  regard,  the  cases  varying 
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with  each  order.    The  packing  cases  in  which  the  finer  grades  are 
shipped  are  usually  metal  lined. 

To  illustrate  the  quality  of  3'arns  imported  and  manufactured  in 
this  country,  three  samples  of  socks  are  transmitted  (one  being  made 
of  Brazilian  yarn  and  the  other  two  of  foreign  yarns).  A  list  of 
local  importers  of  cotton  yarn,  to  whom  American  manufacturers 
should  write,  preferably  in  the  Portuguese  language,  sending  their 
samples  carefully  marked  "  Amostras  sem  valor "  ("  Samples  with- 
out value"),  is  also  forwarded. 

[These  addresses  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branches,  at  which  offices  the  stiuiple  socks  may 
be  Inspected  by  those  Interested.) 


PRICE  OF  CBDISON  CIOVEB  SEED  ADVANCma. 

While  there  is  apparently  a  larger  supply  of. crimson  clover  seed 
on  hand  in  the  United  States  at  the  present  time  than  in  any  previous 
vear,  much  of  it  is  of  poor  quality  and  the  price  is  rapidly  advancing. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  a  circular  issued  on  this  subject, 
cautions  farmers  to  be  sure  of  the  quality  of  the  seed  they  buy.  The 
price  of  the  seed  during  the  past  two  months  has  risen  from  $5.25 
to  $6.75  a  bushel. 

It  is  explained  that  this  unusual  development  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
considerable  quantities  of  the  seed  were  imported  last  fall  when  it 
was  realized  that  the  war  was  likely  to  interfere  in  the  future  with 
such  shipments,  and  that  because  of  the  haste  in  which  the  importa- 
tions were  made,  the  price  paid  was  sufficiently  high  so  that,  not- 
withstanding the  large  quantity  secured,  it  became  necessary  for  the 
dealers  to  fix  a  price  which  would  correspond  to  the  original  outlay, 
and  which  has  not  been  strictly  regulated  by  supply  and  demand. 
As  the  domestic  production  is  not  more  than  one-quarter  as  much  as 
is  imported  under  normal  conditions,  the  seed  from  abroad  is  practi- 
cally the  controlling  factor  in  the  market.  The  present  contmuing 
rise' in  prices  is  the  usual  accompaniment  of  sowing  time. 

The  greater  part  of  the  crimson-clover  seed  sowed  in  the  United 
States  IS  normally  imported  from  France  and  Austria,  says  the  cir- 
cular. The  special  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  seed  trade  last  fall, 
which  have  been  mentioned,  aided  by  improvement  in  trade  facilities 
with  France  during  the  winter  and  spring,  resulted  in  the  importa- 
tion of  12,000,000  pounds  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  as 
compared  with  7,500,000  pounds  the  year  previous  and  1,500,000 
pounds  in  1910. 

Importations  of  crimson-clover  seed  into  the  United  States  for  the 
past  six  fiscal  years  were:  1910—1,552,000  pounds;  1911—3,529,000; 
1912—3,406,000;  1913—5,376,000;  1914^7,524,000;  1915—12,036,000. 

During  May  and  June  much  seed  of  poor  quality  has  been  im- 
ported, more  than  1,000,000  pounds,  made  up  or  several  lots,  germi- 
nating from  29  per  cent  to  62  per  cent.  Crimson-clover  seed  of  a 
bright  greenish  yellow  color  usually  germinates  well,  while  a  brown- 
ish color  indicates  poor  germination.  AH  lots  containing  brownish 
or  brown  seeds,  says  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  should  be  care- 
fully tested  for  germination  to  determine  the  proportion  that  may  be 
expected  to  grow  in  the  field  under  favorable  conditions,  and  the  rate 
of  seeding  should  be  adjusted  accordingly. 
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AKEBICAN  CHAilBEB  OF  COKKEBCfi  OF  CAXtTA  OftGASIZED. 

[Uonsul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Sbangbal,  July  1,  gupplemeiitlng  article  In  CouuHica 
REPORTS  tor  Mar  19,  1C15.] 

The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  China  has  been  completed 
with  the  exception  of  the  election  of  officers.  Provision  is  made  for 
the  admission  to  membership  of  all  Americans  engaged  in  business, 
including  those  employed  by  foreign  firins  that  promote  American 
trade.  On  the  other  hand,  the  committee  of  American  business  men 
selected  for  the  purpose  of  drafting  a  constitution  and  by-laws 
decided  against  allowing  foreign  employees  or  managers  of  an 
American  Dank  or  firm  membership  in  the  American  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  China. 

The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  China  wUl  affiliate  with 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  in  particular,  and 
with  other  commercial  organizations  in  general. 

The  American  minister  to  China,  the  judge  of  the  United  States 
Court  for  China,  the  American  commercial  attache  for  China,  the 
senior  American  vice  consul,  and  the  American  consul  general  have 
been  elected  honorary  members.  Although  officers  have  not  been 
elected,  the  organization  may  be  addressed  as  the  American  Cham)>er 
of  Commerce,  Shanghai,  China. 

It  has  required  several  months  to  bring  about  the  organization,  as 
it  was  necessary  to  harmonize  conflicting  interests  and  to  avoid  in- 
terference with  American  organizations  that  have  occupied  this  field 
for  many  years  in  various  representative  capacities.  While  the 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  China,  with  headquarters  at 
Shanghai,  is  largely  the  outgrowth  of  the  All- American  Wednesday 
tiffins  which  I  inaugurated  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  together 
Americans  generally,  including  visiting  and  resident  busmess  men, 
it  is  considered  advisable  to  guide  the  two  organizations  along  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  lines  of  usefulness. 


AMEKICAN  CUTIEBT  FOB  CANADA. 

Beiterating  his  earlier  statements  that  Canada  now  presents  a 
favorable  opening  for  the  sale  of  American  cutlery  [see  Comuerce 
Reports  for  Mar.  6  and  July  23,  1915],  Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Jolinson, 
of  Kingston,  writes: 

I  fear  that  American  manufacturers,  as  a  body,  fall  to  appreciate  the  obvious 
truth  that  the  present  Is  a  golden  opportunity  for  entering  the  Canadian 
market;  yet  unless  that  truth  is  grasped  and  acted  upon,  Canadian  buyers  in 
the  future  may  go  elsewhere  for  their  cutlery.  The  English  cutlei-y  Industry 
is  clearly  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon  it;  the  number  of  oper- 
atives continues  to  decline,  raw  materials  (particularly  brass  parts  and  brass 
wire)  are  hard  to  get.  and  the  price  of  celluloid  has  been  advanced  another  10 
per  cent.  I  sincerely  hope  that  American  firms  wlil  awaken  to  the  present 
ojjportiinlty  and  make  efforts  to  establish  a  permanent  trade  in  Canada. 

[A  detailed  review  of  the  Canadian  cutlery  trade  appeared  in 
Commerce  Reports  for  Mar.  12,  1915.] 


The  new  garbage  incinerator  having  started  at  Kingston,  Canada, 
Consul  Johnson  repoi-ts  that  it  will  easily  handle  tlie  city's  garbage 
of  about  12  tons  daily. 
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BICE  DIPOBTATIOlirS  I9T0  CIEHFUECK^ 

[Consul  B.  If.  Bartleman,  CleofUesos,  Cnbt,  June  28.] 

Through  a  clerical  error  in  the  preparation  of  the  annual  report 
from  this  consulate,  Cienfuegos'  imports  of  rice  from  Germany  in 
the  fiscal  year  1914  were  given  as  367,8il  pounds,  value  at  ^43,260. 
(See  Supplement  25a  to  (x>mlmerce  Keports  for  May  10,  1915.)  The 
quantity  should  have  read  9,367,841  pounds;  the  value  as  stated  is 
correct.  Imports  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  430,920 
pounds. 

Figures  for  the  calendar  year  1914,  which  were  not  available 
when  the  earlier  report  was  transmitted,  have  now  been  compiled, 
and  reveal  a  decline  of  10,000,000  pounds  in  the  quantity  of  rice  re- 
ceived at  the  port  of  Cienfuegos,  as  compared  with  the  imports  in 
1913.    Details  for  the  two  years  follow : 


Imported  Irom— 

1913 

Imported  from— 

1M4 

Fonnda. 

Value. 

Foonds. 

Value. 

13,a04,<2S 
2,844,644 

ie,«S2,ig3 

3,476,107 

611,124 

$3(4,450 

73,645 

518,895 

98,232 

17,483 

United  States 

5,205,101 

5,447,800 
4.030,607 
23,000 
10.609,297 
1,151,949 
343.200 

$219,816 

Eoglaiid     ............... 

flermany        

141,42) 

India. 

97,869 

Netherlands 

Sp^ 

722 

India 

271,881 

Nnfhiir4^n<]f 

31,988 

8.3S3 

Total 

loM 

36,818,<»1 

1,072,705 

26,810,960 

772,082 

BTTYING  AND  SEUUrO  GEES  AND  METAIS. 

The  Buying  and  Selling  of  Ores  and  Metallurgical  Products  is 
the  title  of  Technical  Paper  83,  just  issued  by  tlie  United  States 
Bureau  of  Mines.  The  attempt  is  made  to  outline  clearly  the  under'- 
lying  principles.  In  estimating  the  value  of  an  ore  or  an  interme- 
diate metallurgical  product  (other  than  a  refined  metal)  the  basis 
used  is  the  price  of  the  refined  metal  at  some  principal  market  center. 
The  average  price  of  all  copper  for  1913  was  15.5  cents  per  pound, 
and  for  electrolytic  copper  15.269  cents  per  pound.  Prices  for  other 
metals  for  1914  were  as  follows :  Lead,  3.862  cents  per  pound :  spelter, 
5.213  cents  per  pound ;  silver,  54.811  cents  per  troy  ounce.  Gold  has 
the  standard  value,  established  by  law,  of  $20.67  per  troy  ounce. 
Copies  of  the  monograph  may  be  obtained  free  by  applying  to  the 
Bureau  of  Klines,  Washington,  D.  C. 


JAPAN  ENGAGES  AUSTBALIAN  COMMEECE  FEDMOTEE. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Australia,  June  5.1 

News  just  published  at  Sydney  says  that  the  Japanese  press  re- 
ports the  engagement  of  Alexander  S.  Brown,  of  Sydney,  by  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  of  Japan,  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  reciprocal  trade  between  Australia  and  Japan.  Mr. 
Brown  is  to  visit  all  the  principal  cities  in  Japan,  deliver  lectures  and 
give  instructions  to  the  Japanese  respecting  goods  for  Australia. 
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COHTBOI  OF  FBICES  IN  NEW  SOTTTH  WALES. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Anstralia,  July  2.] 

Owing  to  the  excessive  drought  in  Australia  during  the  past  year 
there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  butter,  wheat,  oats,  chan,  fodder,  flour, 
hran,  pollard,  chickwheat,  and  sugar. 

In  order  to  prevent  speculators  from  talcing  advantage  of  con- 
sumers through  controlling  the  market  and  advancing  prices  the 
Government  of  New  South  Wales  has  through  its  "  Necessaiy  Com- 
modities Commission"  fixed  the  prices  at  which  such  commodities 
will  be  sold,  both  wholesale  and  retail.  In  some  instances  the  pro- 
ducers, have  strongly  protested,  taking  the  position  that  in  fixing 
prices  the  increased  cost  of  production  m  consequence  of  the  drought 
lias  not  been  duly  considered,  further  insisting  that  the  law  of  supply 
and  demand  has  not  been  given  proper  weight  as  a  determining 
factor. 

No  doubt  fixing  the  price  has  to  an  extent  interfered  with  the  im- 

fortation  of  such  commodities  from  the  United  States  and  elsewhere, 
f  the  importers  were  permitted  to  supply  the  demand  with  imported 
stocks  sold  at  a  reasonable  profit,  imports  would  increase.  Instead, 
the  impoi'ted  article  in  many  instances  can  not  be  placed  on  the 
market  at  prices  fixed  by  the  commission,  while  at  the  same  time 
there  is  a  shortage  here  and  the  imported  products  would  readily  sell 
if  they  could  be  retailed  at  small  profit. 

This  is  especially  true  of  butter.  This  week  11,000  boxes  were 
received  from  California.  Wholesale  dealers  are  permitted  to  sell 
this  butter  only  to  ship  stores,  restaurants,  bakeries,  etc.,  for  their 
own  consumption,  at  a  small  profit,  but  it  can  not  be  sold  over  the 
counter  to  private  consumers  at  a  price  exceeding  that  established  by 
the  commission.  Since  no  dealer  is  willing  to  sell  it  at  a  loss,  it  is 
not  possible  for  it  to  reach  housekeepers,  who  would  prove  very 
willing  customers. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald,  July  7.] 
Bntter  Famine — ^Fotition  TTnlmproved. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  position  of  the  butter  market. 
There  are  no  available  stocks  in  cold  storage,  and  the  output  on  the 
north  and  south  coasts  is  sufficient  to  fill  only  50  per  cent  of  the  nor- 
mal requirements. 

Housewives  on  applying  to  the  local  grocer  for  supplies  are  politely 
told  that  butter  is  unobtainable,  but  that  "  the  day  alter  to-morrow  " 
madam's  wants  might  be  attended  to  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of  a 
pound. 

Naturally  manufacturers  are  feeling  the  scarcity  very  severely,  and 
the  trade  in  butter  substitutes  is  flourishing.  Lard  is  meeting  with  a 
jihenomenal  demand,  and  holders  in  Sussex  Street  are  finding  no 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  best  brands  at  up  to  Is.  (24J  cents)  per 
pound.  The  margann  trade  has  also  received  a  fillip,  and  so  great  is 
the  inquiry  that  in  some  instances  orders  have  to  be  held  over  from 
day  to  day.  The  best  margarin  is  bringing  from  ll^d.  to  Is.  (23  to 
24 J(  cents)  per  pound. 

Fairly  large  quantities  of  American  and  New  Zealand  butter  have 
been  imported  into  Sydney,  but  this  produce  can  not  be  sold  to  the 
retail  trade,  although  Mr.  Hall  has  granted  permission  to  the  im- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOAUCEBCK  BEFO&IB. 


651 


porters  to  sell  to  manufacturers  and  hospitals  so  long  as  the  profits 
secured  on  the  transactions  are  le^timate.  Locally  produced  outter 
must  be  sold  at  the  proclaimed  price  of  1/4  (32§  cents)  per  pound, 
but  those  merchants  who  hold  American  butter  can  not  afiford  to 
sell  it  under  1/10^  (45^  cents)  per  pound.  Further  shipments  are 
now  on  the  water  from  America,  but,  owing  to  advancmg  f.  o.  b. 
values,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  more  New  Zealand  butter  will  make  its 
way  to  this  market.  Quotations  received  yesterday  from  Auckland 
indicated  that  the  best  price  at  which  choice  butter  could  be  bought 
was  1/8  (40J  cents)  per  pound  f.  o.  b.,  which  would  mean  about 
1/llJ  (47|  cents),  duty  paid,  Sydney. 


BBITISH  BEEXFOBTS  FOB  HALF  YEAR. 

Because  of  typographical  errors  in  the  table  of  exports  of  foreign 
and  colonial  merchandise  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  six 
months  ended  June  30,  1914  and  1915,  when  it  first  appeared  in 
Commerce  Reports  (issue  of  Aug.  3,  p.  573),  the  figures,  corrected, 
are  repeated  below : 


Articles. 


First  6  montbs— 


1914 


U15 


Articles. 


First  6  months— 


1914 


I91S 


Wlieat  flour cwt.. 

Com do... 

Bice:  to  Cubs do.. 

Apples do... 

Lara do... 

Coconut  oil,  refined,  .do. . . 

Cottonseed  oil tons. . 

cinnamon lbs.. 

Pepper do. . . 

other  spices  (except  gin- 
ger)  lbs.. 

Onions bush.. 

Cocoa,  raw 11m.. 

Coflee cwt.. 

Sweden do 

Netherlands do 

Tea lbs.. 

Tobacco: 

Raw do 

Manufactured do.... 


111,999 

3N,375 

475,928 

36,843 

111,696 

2,976 

199 

220,023 

3,948,110 

2,635,573 

278.799 

8,138,528 

340.250 

11,195 

87,159 

26,561,765 

2,000,047 
191,725 


300,896 

2,639,784 

867.633 

82,264 

116,264 

27,538 

7,«20 

729,912 

10,566,678 

5,256,953 

375,125 

27,695,635 

420,439 

24,714 

289,179 

29,966,213 

4,604,380 
406,426 


Cotton centals.. 

Sweden do 

Netherlands do 

Wool,  sheep's  or  lamb's, 

lbs 

Netherlands lbs. . 

United  States.... do.... 

Unrefined  coconut  oil, 
cwt 

Petroleum galls. . 

Lamp  oils do 

Motor  spirit do 

Lubricating  oils,  .do 

Rosin cwt.. 

Bristles lbs.. 

Rubber ..centals.. 


1,3.'>5,067 
18,642 

17,786 

243,262,673 

0,270,579 

64,826,846 

7,375 
1,710,633 
236,840 
116,499 
615,262 
64,162 
1070,585 
654,987 


2,001,480 
142,643 
269,628 

60,344,787 

568,847 

40,354,250 

79,605 
7,654,071 
2,956,458 
3,048,145 
1,177,93$ 

193,005 
1,299,707 

800,694 


NEW  CANADIAN  BECOBD  FOB  DAIB7  COW. 

[Consul  General  B.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  July  27.] 

All  records  made  by  Canadian  cows  of  any  breed  or  of  any  age 
for  the  annual  production  of  butter  fat  have  been  broken  by  a 
3-year  old  Holstein  cow,  bred  and  owned  by  J.  H.  Steves,  of  Steves- 
ton,  British  Columbia,  a  prominent  Holstein  breeder  of  the  Province. 
Her  yield  amounted  to  938.93  pounds  of  fat,  with  24,149.3  pounds  of 
milk.  But  for  the  recent  sensational  record  of  the  Holstein  junior 
3-year-old  Fenderne,  Holingen  Fayne,  which  secured  the  world's 
championship  with  1,116.5  pounds  of  butter  fat,  the  world's  junior 
record  would  be  led  by  this  British  Columbia  cow.  This  Canadian 
championship  already  held  the  Holstein  register  of  merit  records  for 
butter-fat  production  in  7  and  30  days,  respectively,  as  a  2-year  old 
stood  third  for  yearly  production  in  the  Canadian  record  of  per- 
formance with  664  pounds  of  butter  fat. 
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BOHEMIA  EXTENSIVE  VSEB  OF  SILK  KNIT  GOODS. 

[Consul  Charles  L.  Hoover,  Prague,  Bohemia,  Austria.) 

.  As  a  market  for  articles  of  luxury,  Prague  furnishes  a  field  per- 
haps about  equal  to  that  which  would  be  found  in  the  average  city  of 
50,000  or  60,000  inhabitants  in  the  United  States,  but  as  it  is  also  the 
center  and  logical  distributing  point  of  the  rich  Kingdom  of  Bohe- 
mia, the  importance  to  American  exporters  of  establishing  con- 
nections here  is  much  greater  than  it  would  be  if  the  market  were 
limited  to  the  city  itseliT  The  great  health  resorts,  Carlsbad,  Marien- 
bad,  and  Franzensbad,  which  are  visited  by  thousands  of  wealthy 
persons  each  summer  in  ordinary  years,  are  only  a  short  distance 
from  Prague  and  are  tributary  to  it  commercially.  There  is  a  very 
large  retail  trade  in  silk  knit  goods  in  these  places,  especially  hosiery, 
but  the  trade  suffers  from  the  poor  quality  of  the  goods  sold.  A  pair 
of  men's  socks  costing  $2  rarely  survives  one  day's  wear.  Women's 
hosiery  is  defective  in  that  the  longitudinal  threads  break  and  pull 
out. 
Increased  Sales  of  Silk  TJndercIothing. 

The  use  of  silk  underwear  is  confined  to  the  very  rich  in  ordinary 
times,  but  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  vermin  which  always  ap- 
pear when  large  bodies  of  men  are  assembled  under  conditions  where 
cleanliness  is  impossible  will  not  live  in  silk  underclothing.  As  it 
has  been  ascertained  that  these  vermin  carry  the  germs  of  the  dreaded 
spotted  fever,  the  sale  of  silk  underclothing  has  greatly  increased 
recently. 

The  colors  most  in  demand  in  men's  underwear  are  "  champagne  " 
or  light  pongee  color  (known  locally  as  macco,  probably  from  Macao, 
from  which  pongee  was  originally  brought),  lavender,  and  rose 
Both  full  length  and  knee  drawers  are  in  demand.  "Coat"  shirts 
are  not  well  known,  but  are  well  liked  by  those  who  have  used  them. 
Regular  undershirts  are  similar  in  form  to  those  used  in  America. 

Few  women's  silk  undervests  are  used,  and  there  is  no  demand 
for  union  suits.  It  is  said  that  women's  undergarments  consist 
of  a  muslin  or  silk  chemise.  The  upper  part  of  the  body  is  kept 
warm  by  Icnitted  outer  jackets  worn  imder  the  cloth  coat,  or  by  fur 
coats,  while  the  lower  limbs  are  clothed  next  to  the  skin  in  a  garment 
called  "Reform  Hosen,"  which  reaches  from  the  waistline  to  the 
knees,  and  is  held  in  place  by  elastic  bands  at  these  points.  This 
combination  of  underclothing  is  said  to  be  quite  general  throughout 
Europe,  so  that  exporters,  in  arranging  for  this  market,  will  not  be 
preparing  anything  which  would  not  be  salable  elsewhere. 

Preralling  Colors  in  Silk  Ooods. 

Men's  silk  socks  are  sold  almost  exclusively  in  solid  colors,  usually 
black  with  decorative  clocks.  Women's  stockings  are  sold  in  all 
colors  to  match  different  costumes.  Silk  gloves  are  worn  to  a  certain 
extent  by  both  men  and  women,  but  owing  to  the  low  price  of 
leather  gloves  the  demand  is  not  very  great.  Men's  silk  gloves,  gen- 
erally gray  in  color,  are  usually  sold  for  about  a  dollar.  Women's 
short  gloves,  of  all  colors,  to  match  costumes,  sell  for  the  same  price, 
while  long  white  gloves  for  evening  wear  sell  for  $1.50  to  $2  per 
pair.    AJl  silk  knit  goods  sold  in  this  market  have  been  imported  in 
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the  past  from  Grenoble,  France;  Chemnitz,  Qermany;  and  Zurich, 
Switzerland. 

Terms  of  payment  vary  greatly,  but  as  a  general  rule  a  discount 
of  5  per  cent  is  allowed  for  cash  within  30  days,  with  six  to  nine 
months  net.  Under  the  present  moratorium  the  custom  is  to  pay 
cash  on  delivery  of  the  goods,  and  merchants  report  that  they  are  so 
well  pleased  with  the  arrangement  that  it  is  probable  the  old  system 
of  long  credits  will  never  again  become  general. 


MUriATUBE  FHONOOEAPmC  BECORDS. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  ScvlUe,  Spain,  July  7.] 

There  has  recently  come  to  my  notice  small  phonographic  flat  disk 
records,  for  use  on  Victor  machines,  known  as  the  "  Little  Wonder  " 
records,  which  I  understand  are  being  sold  for  10  cents  each  in  the 
large  department  stores  in  the  United  States. 

As  there  are  many  users  of  phonographs  here,  and  the  large  records 
are  the  only  ones  seen,  there  appears  to  be  an  especially  good  oppor- 
tunity for  introducing  this  class  of  record. 

The  low  price  would  undoubtedly  appeal  to  the  Spanish  public, 
and  as  the  Mgh  cost  of  records  here  is  principally  due  to  their  heavy 
weight — and  the  large  import  duty  makes  their  importation  diffi- 
cult— there  would  appear  to  be  a  special  call  for  this  class  of  record, 
which  is  small,  cheap,  and  light  in  weight.  The  import  duty  on  this 
class  of  goods  from  the  United  States  is  7  pesetas  ($1.35)  per  kilo 
(2.2046  pounds). 

If  catalogues  with  lowest  terms  and  discounts  are  sent  to  this 
office  they  will  be  shown  to  an  interested  party  who  has  made 
inquiries.  Prices  should  be  given  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  and  inquiries 
should  be  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  sending  small  parcels  to  a 
London  address  by  parcel  post,  with  the  intention  of  having  them 
reshipped  from  there  to  Spain  by  parcel-post  system  recently  ar- 
ranged. 

The  party  here  is  also  interested  in  cheap  phonographs  for  the 
"  wonder  "  records  and  books  for  filing  the  records. 


HIUION-BAIE  HAKILA  HEMP  CBOP. 

[Manila  Dally  Bulletin,  July  1.] 

That  the  Philippine  Islands  will  produce  approximately  40,000 
more  bales  of  hemp  (abaca)  this  year  than  they  did  in  1914,  when 
967,000  bales  were  produced,  is  the  estimate  iiist  made  by  Fiber 
Expert  Saleebv,  of  the  Bureau  of  Agriculture.  Production  estimates 
show  total  of"  1,030,000  bales,  divided  as  follows:  Albay,  230,000; 
Leyte,  260,000;  Sorsogon,  135,000;  Camarines,  115,000;  Samar  and 
northern  Mindanao,  95,000  each;  south  Mindanao,  40,000;  all  other 
Provinces,  60,000.  These  figures  include  only  new  gradings  up  to 
December  31. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  prices  prevailing  on  account  of  the 
war  are  lower  than  usual,  the  result  being  that  in  spite  of  the 
increased  yield  the  prices  received  will  net  some  $2,500,000  less  than 
it  ordinarily  would. 
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BOTTliHG  PASTEtJBIZED  HUE  HOT. 

That  the  process  of  pasteurizing  milk  in  bulk  and  then  bottling 
it  while  hot  m  hot  steamed  bottles  produces  as  satisfactory  bacterial 
reduction  as  pasteurizing  the  milk  in  bottles  is  one  of  the  conclusions 
of  a  recent  investigation  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
investigators  found  that  the  new  process  eliminated  the  danger  of 
bottle  infection  and  had  the  further  advantages  of  saving  the  loss 
in  milk  caused  by  evaporation  over  the  cooler  and  of  allowing  the 
use  of  ordinary  cardboard  caps. 

Satisfactory  bacterial  reductions,  it  was  found,  were  obtained  when 
the  milk  was  pasteurized  in  bottles,  holding  it  at  a  temperature  of 
145"  for  30  minutes.  It  was  also  found,  however,  that  there 
was  a  great  difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  milk  at  the  top  of 
the  bottle  and  at  the  bottom.  If  milk  at  50°  F,  is  put  into  bottles 
surrounded  by  water  at  146°  F.,  the  milk  in  the  top  of  the  bottle 
will  reach  140°  about  9  minutes  before  that  in  the  bottom.  It 
is  desirable,  therefore,  to  have  a  thermometer  in  one  bottle  with  the 
bulb  about  one-half  inch  from  the  bottom. 

The  bottles  used  in  this  process  should  also  be  steamed  for  at  least 
two  minutes  before  being  nlled  with  milk,  in  order  to  destroy  organ- 
isms which  mi^ht  be  able  to  survive  the  pasteurizing  temperature. 

The  great  disadvantage  in  this  process  of  pasteurizing  in  bottles 
is  said  to  be  the  danger  that  bottles  with  chipped  or  otherwise  im- 
perfect tops  may  permit  of  leaks  while  the  milk  is  being  heated  and 
cooled  imder  water.  Such  leaks  may  cause  dangerous  infections,  as 
the  water  may  easily  be  contaminated.  In  a  report  of  the  investiga- 
tion published  as  a  professional  paper  (No.  240)  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  a  test  with  barium  chlorid  to  determine 
whether  or  not  the  cap  is  perfectly  water-tight  is  described.  The 
necessity  of  water-tight  caps,  however,  is  done  away  with  when  the 
milk  is  pasteurized  in  bulk  and  bottled  when  still  hot.  The  labora- 
tory experiments  conducted  by  the  investigators  indicate  that  milk 
bottled  m  this  way  may  be  capped  with  ordmary  cardboard  caps  and 
cooled  by  a  blast  of  cold  air.  If  the  temperature  is  reduced  from 
145°  to  450°  F.  within  five  hours,  it  is  probable  that  no  more  bac- 
terial increase  will  take  place  than  if  it  is  cooled  immediately.  Fu- 
ture experiments,  it  is  stated,  however,  will  be  necessary  to  determine 
whether  this  will  hold  true  under  commercial  conditions. 


JAPANESE  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  AT  DAIREN. 

[Consul  A.  A.  WilUamsoD,  Daircn,  Manchuria,  June  12.] 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  articles  of  association  of  the 
new  Japanese  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  Dairen  has  completed  its 
work  and  reported.  The  articles  provide  that  the  organization  sliall 
investigate  and  plan  ways  and  means  of  developing  trade  and  in- 
dustry; submit  views  on  trade  and  industry  to  the  authorities;  rec- 
ommend judg|es,  appraisers,  and  expert  witnesses  to  pass  opinions 
on  trade  and  industrial  matters  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Gov- 
ernment or  at  the  request  of  commercial  and  industrial  firms;  and 
the  establishment  and  management  of  institutions,  works,  etc.,  con- 
cerning trade  and  industry,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  author- 
ities. 
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GOOD  WHEAT  CSOP  DT  SPAIN. 

IConsal  Bobertson  Hone;,  Madrid,  July  16.1 

In  spite  of  the  damage  recently  done  to  the  growing  wheat  in 
Spain  the  Government  takes  an  optimistic  view  of  the  situation,  and 
the  Minister  of  Finance  this  day  publishes  in  the  Gaceta  de  Madrid 
(ofScial  organ  of  the  Government)  an  estimate  that  the  crop  for 
1915  will  be  3,923,382  metric  tons  (about  4,324,787  short  tons).  This, 
he  states,  is  525,674  metric  tons  (about  579,957  short  tons)  in  excess 
of  the  average  annual  crop  during  the  past  five  years  and  is  763,934 
metric  tons  (about  842,093  short  tons)  in  excess  of  the  1914  crop. 
The  average  price  in  the  Province  of  Castile  during  the  month  of 
June,  1915,  was  36.29  pesetas  per  100  kilos  (about  $66  per  short  ton). 
During  the  first  week  of  July  this  dropped  to  35.84  pesetas  (about 
$65.20  per  short  ton). 

From  the  above  figures  the  Government  estimates  that  Spain  can 
supply  not  only  all  its  own  needs,  but  that  the  country  will  be  able 
to  export  some  375,000  tons  of  wheat  during  the  year.  In  view  of 
this  the  usual  tax  of  2  pesetas  per  100  Mlos  ($3.50  per  short  ton)  of 
wheat  and  5  pesetas  per  100  kilos  ($8.75  per  short  ton)  of  flour  have 
been  restored.  The  transport  tax  has  also  been  restored.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  both  tne  above  import  duties  and  the  transport 
tax  were  suspended  a  short  while  ago. 

The  press  of  Madrid,  commenting  on  the  above  figures,  is  not 
imanimous  in  sharing  the  optimism. 

Spanish  Imports  of  American  Wheat 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  states  that  during  the  month  of  May,  1916, 
Spain  imported  52,100  short  tons  of  wheat,  23,296  tons  being  from  the 
United  States.  During  the  first  five  months  of  1915  Spain  imported 
97,743  short  tons,  valued  at  19,507,642  pesetas,  from  the  United  States. 
During  these  five  months  the  total  declared  value  of  imported  wheat 
from  all  sources  was  28,497,358  pesetas  (peseta  =  about  $0.20) ;  thus 
the  United  States  supplied  68  per  cent  (in  value)  of  Spain's  importa- 
tion of  wheat. 

EXHIBITION  OF  AUSTBIAN  BOMESTIC  MANTJPACTTJBES. 

[Consul  General  Albert  Halstead,  Vienna,  July  15.1 

Notwithstanding  the  preoccupation  of  Austria  because  of  war 
operations,  careful  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  promotion  of  Aus- 
trian industries. 

The  Exports  and  Exhibitions  Association  is  planning  an  exhibi- 
tion of  homemade  products  so  as  to  show  what  goods  previously 
imported  from  countries  with  which  Austria  is  at  wnr  may  be  ob- 
tained in  the  domestic  market.  The  idea  is  to  show  the  quality  and 
low  price  of  domestic  manufactures  as  compared  with  products  from 
hostile  countries  and  to  thus  popularize  them  and  promote  their  sale. 

The  effect  of  such  an  exhibition,  though  such  is  not  the  purpose, 
must  necessarily  be  to  replace  with  domestic  products  some  of  those 
from  foreign  countries  that  are  friendly. 


Silk  hosiery  becomes  increasingly  popular.  American  factories 
turned  out  150,000  pairs  in  1899,  5,213,000  pairs  in  1909,  and  still 
larger  quantities  now. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


656  COMMEBCE  HEPOETS.  . 

FOBEIGN  TBABE  OPFOSTUNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  bo  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  and  Its  brancb  ofllcea.  Request 
(or  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  nmmber  given. 

Tvpeicriters,  pocket  lamps,  razors,  etc..  No.  17796. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Siberia  Is  In  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  commission  agent  in  bis 
district  stating  ttie  man  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
typewriters,  gramophones,  electric  hand  and  pocliet  lamps,  table  and  wall 
lighters,  hair  clippers,  ordinary  and  safety  razors,  pocket  Icuives,  etc. 
Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  the  Ilusslan  language.  Freight  rates  from  Ameri- 
can ports  to  Vladivostok  should  be  Indicated. 

Olass,  paints,  iron  and  steel  products,  etc..  No.  17707. — ^An  American  consular  offi- 
cer in  Greece  has  transmitted  a  report  relative  to  a  marliet  for  the  sale  of 
glass,  paints  and  colors,  iron  bars,  T  bars,  sheets,  pig  iron,  wire,  piping, 
etc.  A  copy  of  his  report,  together  with  specifications,  etc.,  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce  or  its 
branch  offices. 

Sewing  needles.  No.  17798. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  China  has  trans- 
mitted a  detailed  report  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  sewing 
needles.  Samples  of  the  needles  may  l>e  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
branch  offices. 

Tacks,  furniture  hardware,  buttons,  etc.,  No.  17799. — ^The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Connnerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  Spanish  consular  officer 
In  the  United  States  stating  that  a  firm  in  his  country  desires  to  secure 
the  agency  for  American  manufacturers  of  taclis  similar  to  the  sample, 
which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices,  furniture 
hardware,  buttons,  thread,  wool  (raw  or  dyed),  notions,  etc.  The  man 
also  desires  to  communicate  with  American  importers  of  rabbit  skins, 
sardines,  chloride  of  lime,  carbolic  acid,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.    The  man  states  that  he  can  furnish  financial  references. 

Cheap  jewelry,  eyeglasses,  etc..  No.  17800. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in 
Turkey  reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  eye- 
glasses, frames  for  same,  and  cheap  jewelry. 

Ammonium  sulphate.  No.  17801. — ^A  dealer  in  chemicals  in  an  insular  i)ossession 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  correspond  with 
American  in-oducers  of  sulphate  of  ammonium.  He  states  that  he  Is  now 
paying  $75  per  ton  for  tills  material,  f.  o.  b.  shipping  point. 

Cutlery,  horsehair,  jewelry,  etc..  No.  17802. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
Italy  reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  furs,  gloves,  cutlery,  horsehair,  laces,  chemicals, 
and  carpets,  etc.    Keferences  are  given. 

Tanning  machinery.  No.  17803. — A  young  man  In  Uruguay,  who  claims  to  have 
had  considerable  experience  in  the  tanning  business.  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  machinery  for  a  plant  for  tan- 
ning sheepskins.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination.  The  man  also 
stated  that  there  is  a  good  market  In  that  country  for  tanning  extracts. 
He  states  that  he  will  furnish  references. 

Cardboard,  No.  17804. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes  that  a 
broker  in  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  cardboard  for  sugar  boxes.  Samples  of  the  type 
of  product  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
He  states  that  type  No.  1  is  preferred.  He  states  that  If  prices  are  satis- 
factory he  will  place  an  initial  order  for  50  metric  tons  to  be  delivered  in 
10-tou  shipments.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination,  or  f.  o.  b. 
New  York.  lie  desires  to  know  what  commission  will  be  offered.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  E^ngUsb.  Payment  will  be  made  in  the  United 
States. 

Fancy  buttons.  No.  17805. — A  manufacturers'  agent  In  Canada  has  requested  an 
American  consular  officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  fancy  buttons  for  women's  suits  and  coats. 
Keference  is  given. 
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SWESISH-KUSSIAH  BUSK. 

[CbargC  d'Affalres  JTcfferson  CatTery,  Stockholm,  July  10.] 

A  Swedish-Russian  Asiatic  Co.  has  been  founded  upon  the  initia- 
tive of  the  New  Bank,  with  headquarters  in  Stockholm.  It  will 
conduct  an  exporting  and  importing  business  and  at  the  same  time 
begin  various  industrial  undertakings  in  the  Czar's  domain. 


SPANISH  OBSEB  FOB  ATJTO  SUPPLIES. 

[CoDsnl  Paul  B.  Foster,  Jerex  de  la  Frontera,  July  8.] 

A  small  order  for  automobile  supplies  and  tires  has  been  placed  in 
the  United  States  by  a  business  man  of  this  city  as  a  result  of  his 
attention  being  called  to  advertising  matter  sent  to  this  consulate. 

The  direct  importations  to  this  point  are  practically  nil,  such 
American  products  as  find  their  way  here  being  obtained  through 
jobbing  and  importing  firms  in  Madrid,  Barcelona,  and  other  large 
cities. 

THE  AMEBICAN  DOUAB  IS  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Paul  H.  Foster,  Jerez  de  la  Frontera,  July  3.] 

Through  the  efforts  of  this  consulate  the  local  newspapers  now 
publish  in  their  daily  exchange  quotations  the  exchange  on  American 
dollars  as  well  as  British  pounds  sterling  and  francs.  As,  at  the 
present  time,  dollars  produce  more  pesetas  in  proportion  than  either 
pounds  or  francs,  several  of  the  local  wine  shippers  are  beginning  to 
quote  in  that  medium.  As  a  means  of  standardizing  the  dollar  as  a 
medium  of  exchange  it  appears  to  be  usef  id. 


Imports  of  peanuts  at  Hull,  England,  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1915  amounted  to  6,718^  tons  and  imports  of  palm  oil  to  2,327  tons, 
Consul  Charles  M.  Hathaway,  jr.,  reports,  supplementing  his  state- 
ment on  the  Hull  oil  and  seed  trade,  published  in  Commerce  Kepohts 
on  July  29,  1915. 
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lUPOBTED  GOODS  COST  HOSE  IN  ATISTBAUA. 

The  Sydney  Morning  Herald,  of  July  6,  quotes  advanced  prices  in 
various  commodities  in  which  American  exporters  are  interested : 

Testerday  there  was  an  advance  of  £2  ($9.75)  a  ton  in  wholesale  quotations 
for  galvanized  Iron.  First  brands  of  26-gnuge  corrugated  sold  at  i3Z  58. 
($156.95),  second  brands  at  £31  15s.  ($154.50),  and  third  brands  at  £31  5s. 
($152.10)  a  ton.  Plain  24-gauge  Iron  commanded  £31  10s.  ($153.25).  Sheet 
lead  was  also  dearer.  Full  rolls  were  worth  £31  10s.  ($153.25)  a  ton,  while 
for  cut  rolls  32a.  6d.  ($7.90)  per  hundredweight  was  wanted.  Lead  pipes  in 
coils  brought  37s.  ($9)  per  hundredweight,  but  for  10-foot  lengths  39s.  ($9.50) 
was  demanded.  Stocks  of  zinc  sheet  were  extremely  light,  and  holders  refused 
to  do  business  under  £95  ($462).  Cement  was  in  small  supply;  3-bag  lots  of 
Australian  manufacture  cleared  at  14s.  6d.  ($3.55).  The  market  was  practically 
bare  of  English  cement,  but  coutmental  brands  were  offered  at  25s.  ($6.10)  a 
cask. 

Jute  fabrics  were  strongly  held.  August  shipments  of  corn  sacks  were 
bought  to  88.  7id.  ($2.10)  net  to  rails,  although  September  shipment  was  to  be 
had  at. 8s.  6d.  ($2.05)  net.  Spot  stocks  were  also  available  at  Ss.  6d.  ($2.05) 
net  Bran  bags  were  quiet  at  7s.  3d.  ($1.75)  net  and  wool  packs  at  from  3s.  3d. 
($0.79)  to  38.  4d.  ($0.81)  net  to  rails. 

The  oil  and  paint  market  was  active  and  values  were  maintained.  Red 
lead  met  with  a  fair  inquiry  at  from  £45  ($219)  to  £45  lOs.  ($221.40)  a  ton. 
White  lead  also  attracted  attention,  and  a  brisk  business  was  done  in  parcels 
of  first  brands,  in  hundredweight  (112  pounds)  kegs,  at  £46  10s.  ($226.30)  a 
ton.  Second  brands  moved  out  at  from  £44  ($214)  to  £44  lOs.  ($216.55)  a  ton. 
The  position  of  linseed  oil  was  not  quite  so  strong  as  it  was  on  Friday,  and 
many  merchants  were  prepared  to  accept  orders  for  first  brands  of  raw  oils  at 
4s.  4d.  ($1.05)  a  gallon. 

The  midwinter  trade  in  groceries  has  shown  marked  activity,  despite  the 
shortage  In  many  leading  Hues.  The  position  of  sugar  is  becoming  more  acute, 
and  from  present  Indications  the  greatest  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in 
obtaining  even  minimum  quantities.  A  big  advance  in  price  is  looked  for, 
but  is  doubtful  if  this  advance  will  assure  better  supplies.  At. present  whole- 
sale houses  can  fill  orders  only  at  the  discretion  of  the  Colonial  Sugar  Refining 
Co.  Supplies  of  condensed  milk  are  coming  to  hand  very  slowly,  but  an  im- 
provement is  expected  in  the  near  future,  as  it  Is  known  that  large  ship- 
ments are  on  the  way  to  Australia.  Great  disappointment  has  been  expres.sed 
at  the  tardy  way  orders  are  being  filled,  but  iherchants  are  doing  their  best 
under  the  trying  circumstances.  Wax  vestas  are  stlU  in  short  supply,  and  the 
quantities  supplied  are  not  so  large  as  the  orders  received.  Safety  matches 
have 'declined  in  price,  and  at  to-day's  quotation  many  think  there  Is  room 
for  a  further  drop.  All  grades  of  currants  are  practically  out  of  first  hands. 
Unless  cleaned  Amalias  can  be  imported,  disappointment  will  be  experienced 
In  filling  orders  for  the  Christmas  trad<i. 


ECONOMY  IN  FUEL  AT  TEXAS  SULPHUE  MINE, 

An  interesting  experiment  is  now  under  way  at  the  sulphur-mining 
plant  at  Bryan  Heights,  near  Freeport,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos 
Kiver  in  Texas.  The  purpose,  as  mentioned  in  a  recent  publication 
of  the  Geological  Survey  on  "  Sulphur,  Pyrite,  and  Sulphuric  Acid," 
is  to  effect  a  large  economy  in  the  heating  of  mine  water.  Starting 
with  the  fact  that  the  normal  temperature  of  the  ground  water  in 
the  geological  formation  is  105°  F.  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  it  is 
proposed  to  substitute  this  for  the  water  now  delivered  to  the  plant 
tor  heating,  the  temperature  of  the  latter  varying  with  the  season 
from  40°  to  90°  F.  The  raising  of  the  latter  water  to  a  temperature 
of  336°  F.  from  40°  F.  obviously  consumes  much  more  fuel  than  to 
raise  it  from  105°,  and  advantage  will  be  taken  of  this.  The  ground 
water,  however,  contains  scale- forming  substances,  and  special  equip- 
ment has  been  designed  to  prevent  the  precipitation  of  this  scale 
within  the  heaters  or  piping. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEFOBXS.  659 

AMERICANS  BTTUI)  SHANGHAI  EOG  PLANT. 

[Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  Jane  23.] 

The  Amos  Bird  Co.,  with  head  offices  at  Boston,  Mass.,  a  Connecti- 
cut corporation,  is  building  a  cold-storage  warehouse  in  Shanghai. 
The  building  is  three  stories  high,  with  a  large  basement,  about  125 
feet  long  and  60  feet  wide.  In  addition  to  this  main  structure  there 
are  two  smaller  building,  one  30  by  60  feet,  the  other  30  by  40.  The 
latter  is  the  refrigerating-machinery  room,  to  contain  two  50-ton 
refrigerating  ammonia  compression  machines.  Work  was  begun 
April  28, 1915,  and  it  is  contemplated  that  all  work  be  completed  by 
the  middle  of  August. 

All  machinery  required  in  the  plant  was  purchased  in  the  United 
States  and  has  been  on  the  premises  for  some  time.  It  is  now  being 
erected,  and  will  be  completed  by  the  time  the  building  is  done. 

The  building  is  of  massive  construction,  having  walls  of  brick,  in 
accordance  with  the  local  building  laws,  with  heavy,  slow-burning 
interior  work,  the  whole  resting  on  a  reinforced  concrete  raft  extend- 
ing some  distance  beyond  the  building  walls.  The  insulation  is  of 
the  very  best,  and  all  interior  surfaces  are  protected  with  wire  lath 
and  plaster,  making  a  highly  sanitary  as  well  as  fire-resisting  con- 
strud;ion.  Every  possible  care  is  exercised  toward  sanitary  condi- 
tions and  construction,  the  whole  being  in  line  with  the  most  modem 
practice  in  the  United  States  and  in  conformity  with  the  practice  of 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

All  arrangements  for  getting  supplies  of  material,  converting  it 
into  the  product  and  transporting  it  have  been  completed,  and  just 
as  soon  as  the  plant  is  in  working  condition  production  will  proceed 
at  full  capacity.    The  products  of  the  plant  will  be  dried  and  frozen 


[Lists  of  Shanghai  exporters  of  eggs,  soap  factories,  silk  filature  companies, 
and  paper  mills  in  China  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  otBces.] 


MOTION-PICTURE  THEATERS  ON  VANCOITYER  ISLAND. 

[Vice  Consul  B.  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  July  22.] 

The  motion-picture  theater  is  as  popular  on  Vancouver  Island 
as  it  is  in  American  cities.  There  are  16  motion-picture  theaters 
in  this  consular  district — 11  in  the  city  of  Victoria  (which  has  a 
population  of  about  50,000),  3  in  Nanaimo  (with  a  population  of 
perhaps  9,000) ,  and  Duncan  and  Ladysmith  each  have  one  theater. 

Business  in  general  is  much  depressed  in  this  district,  due  to  over- 
stimulation of  values  during  a  recent  real-estate  boom  and  to  the  bad 
effects  of  the  present  war.  The  motion-picture  business  has  had  to 
share  in  this  depression,  and  some  theaters  have  found  it  difficult 
to  remain  open.    In  many  cases  prices  have  been  reduced  one-'ialf. 

The  films  used  are  Amterican-made  and  are  purchased  through 
Vancouver  exchanges.  There  are  two  high-class  theaters,  which 
change  their  films  twice  a  week.  The  other  motion-picture  theaters 
are  of  the  5-cents  admission  class.  There  has  been  nn  attempt  by 
one  of  the  local  theaters  to  produce  films,  but  so  far  the  result  has 
been  unfavorable. 
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PBESEin:  AHD  PBOPOSES  INDUSTBIES  OP  COBDOBA,  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Qneej,  Seville.] 

The  Province  of  Cordoba,  Spain,  an  inland  section  through  which 
the  Guadalquivir  River  passes,  has  a  population  of  455,859,  and 
covers  an  area  of  5,299  square  miles.  There  are  463  miles  of  road, 
257  miles  of  railway,  9  cities,  65  towns,  and  64  villages. 

Cordoba  is  principally  an  agricultural  State,  and  produces  large 
quantities  of  olives,  from  which  olive  oil  and  green  sulphur  oil 
are  manufactured,  grapes,  and  wheat.  Second  in  importance  comes 
the  mining  industry,  and  following  that  the  manufacture  of  aguardi- 
ente, silverwork,  cotton  fabrics,  and  some  baize. 

The  State  produces  corn,  chickpeas,  figs,  melons,  various  kinds 
of  wood,  honey,  wax,  cattle  of  all  descriptions,  and  horses,  which 
have  the  reputation  of  being  the  best  in  Spain.    There  is  considerable 

tame,  such  as  rabbits,  pheasants,  pigeons,  deer,  and  wild  boars,  and 
sh  abound  in  the  numerous  streams. 

There  are  manufactories  of  hats,  soap,  wax,  electricity,  sweets, 
cattle  products,  malted  products,  chocolate,  iron,  lead,  essences,  per- 
fumes, waterproofs,  metallic  cloths,  mineral  oils,  toys,  notions,  paper, 
flour,  wines,  liquors,  ribbons,  cloths  of  all  kinds,  lime,  bricl^,  tiles, 
and  many  other  products. 

Exportation  of  Live  Stock  Trincipal  Bnsineu. 

The  principal  business  of  the  Province  is  the  exportation  of  its 
live  stock,  especially  horses,  the  sale  of  silver  objects,  skins,  ribbons, 
shoes,  thread,  furniture,  soap,  rope,  wines,  oils,  aguardiente,  fruits, 
fertilizers,  candies,  fruit  pastes,  etc. 

Ajnounts  of  the  most  important  products  exported  per  annum 
are,  according  to  recent  figures:  Olive  oil,  15,000  tons,  valued  at 
approximately  $3,281,000;  green  sulphur  oil,  3,000  tons,  $386,000; 
minerals,  400,000  tons,  $1,544,000;  aguardiente,  3,000  tons,  $1,158,000; 
textiles,  500  tons,  $289,500. 

As  most  of  the  Lidustries  are  agricultural,  the  raw  materials  are 
found  in  the  Province,  with  the  exception  of  the  alcohol  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  aguardiente  and  cotton  for  the  textile  factories.  The 
former  is  supplied  by  the  Spanish  Alcohol  Union,  the  quantity  used 
being  approximately  3,000  tons  per  annum,  while  the  cotton  comes 
principally  from  tne  Barcelona  mills,  to  the  amount  of  approxi- 
mately 500  tons. 

For  enamel  goods,  iron  plates  are  secured  from  England  to  the 
amount  of  about  400  tons  per  annum,  valued  at  about  $38,600,  and 
chemical  products  valued  at  $23,125,  heretofore  almost  entirely  from 
Germany. 

Cordoba  also  imports  either  from  other  Provinces  or  from  abroad, 
principally  the  former,  groceries,  rice,  salt  fish,  manufactured  goods, 
machinery,  etc. 

Chief  Purchasers  of  Cordoba  Goods. 

Olive  oil  is  exported  to  the  United  States,  Italy,  France,  Russia, 
Germany,  Sweden,  and  Norway.  Green  sulphur  oil  usually  remains 
on  the  national  markets,  but  is  exported  in  small  quantities  to  the 
United  States.     Minerals  go  to  England,  France,  and  Belgium. 
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Wines  to  the  United  States  and  England.  Aguardiente  and  textiles 
remain  for  the  most  part  in  the  Andalusian  markets.  The  mining 
interests  are  somewhat  limited. 

The  merchants  state  that  their  olive  oils  suffer  competition  with 
the  products  of  France  and  Italy,  but  that  the  strength  and  quality 
is  such  that  the  Andalusian  oils  are  popular.  Tlie  wines  come  into 
competition  with  the  blended  wines  oi  Jerez  (generally  known  as 
"sherry"),  although  some  people  prefer  the  unmixed  Cordoba 
products. 

The  enamel  industry  is  said  to  have  been  passing  through  a 
critical  period,  because  of  the  competition  of  the  factories  of  France, 
Belgium,  Italy,  Austria,  and  Germany,  especially  the  last  two 
coimtries,  because  of  the  export  premiums  with  which  those  Govern- 
ments were  said  to  favor  the  manufacturers.  It  is  stated  that  ex- 
Eortation  of  these  products  from  Cordoba  has  been  impossible 
Bcause  of  the  lack  of  ofiBcial  support  and  satisfactory  land  and 
marine  transportation. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Cordoba,  according  to  a 
recent  trade  publication  (Revista  Comercial),  a  commercial  com- 
paign  should  be  inaugurated  in  the  various  markets  of  Morocco,  a 
movement  which  the  Spanish-Moroccan  Commercial  Unions  and  the 
Board  of  Commerce  of  Melilla  have  it  is  said  been  earnestly  solicit- 
ing for  some  time.  It  is  also  suggested  that  this  market  dfiould  be 
extended  to  the  South  American  countries. 

According  to  the  board  of  the  Society  of  Enameled  Utensils  and 
Products  Companies,  the  least  that  the  Government  should  do  for 
this  important  industry  would  be  to  lift  the  import  taxes  on  the 
raw  materials  or  return  the  import  duties  on  the  reexportation  of  the 
manufactured  articles,  and  this  system  of  drawbacks  has  already 
been  suggested,  though  no  action  has  been  taken  as  yet  so  far  as 
known. 

Proposed  ImproTcment  In  Transportatton. 

There  are  several  projects  for  railway  extension  within  the  State, 
the  most  important  of  which  is  the  suggested  line  from  Madrid  to 
Cordoba  via  PuertoUano,  which  will  shorten  the  present  route  by 
more  than  70  miles.  Agitation  for  the  construction  of  this  line  has 
been  carried  on  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cordoba  for  some 
time,  as  it  is  felt  that  this  would  give  the  mining  industry  improved 
transportation  facilities  and  at  the  same  time  give  better  facilities 
for  the  Spanish  trade  with  the  African  markets. 

Banking  Facilities  Kow  Somewhat  Limited. 

The  banking  facilities  at  Cordoba  are  now  somewhat  limited, 
being  those  given  by  the  Bank  of  Spain  to  responsible  firms  only, 
but  the  conditions  have  been  improved  through  the  efforts  of  the 
president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  so  that  the  bank  now  dis- 
coimts  paper  at  60  days  sight.  Before  the  outbreak  of  war  only 
8-days-sight  drafts  were  accepted.  The  private  banks  do  business 
under  more  than  ample  guaranties. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Bank  of  Spain  could  agree  to  make  reim- 
bursements in  cases  of  goods  exported  abroad  by  means  of  its 
branches  in  France  and  England,  especially  the  London  branch, 
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where,  as  a  general'  rule,  export  operations  are  liquidated  not  only 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  also  of  the  British  colonies,  North 
America,  and  parts  of  South  America. 

Business  Ken  Favor  New  Indnstries. 

It  is  believed  by  the  chamber  of  commerce  to  be  feasible  to  develop 
new  foundries,  in  addition  to  those  now  in  existence  and  owned  by 
the  Sociedad  Minera  y  Metalurgica  de  Penarroya,  the  only  concern 
now  operating  in  this  Province.  New  flour  factories,  it  is  proposed, 
might  be  installed  to  meet  the  production  of  wheat  in  the  Province. 
The  hide  and  skin  industry  could  be  enlarged,  and  the  ancient  silk 
industry  could  be  developed. 

The  importation  of  foreign  goods  into  Cordoba  is  carried  on 
almost  entirely  through  the  port  of  Seville,  and  exporters  antici- 
pating business  with  Cordoba  should  make  their  business  connec- 
tions with  this  port.  The  principal  line  in  which  Americans  could 
find  a  market  in  Cordoba  would  be  in  agricultural,  milling,  and 
electrical  machinery,  pumps,  road-making  machinery,  etc.,  which 
could  probably  be  most  advantageously  handled  through  Seville, 
unless  firms  could  send  their  traveling  agents  here  to  visit  the 
Province  and  make  sales  direct. 

[This  report  Is  part  of  a  serlea,  tbe  first  of  which  appeared  In  Gommekcb 
Bepobts  of  Mar.  4,  1915,  and  the  second  in  Ck>MMEBCB  Bepobts  of  July  29.] 


AKESICAir  HACHHrERY  ON  AXTSTBAUAir  FABMS. 

[Sydney  Uorning  Herald,  July  6.] 

Asked  in  the  New  South  Wales  Legislative  Assembly  by  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick  regarding  wheat-growing  operations  on  the  Government  ex- 
perimental farms  at  Woodlands  and  Trangie,  the  Minister  for  Agri- 
culture, Mr.  Grahame,  gave  the  following  details : 

So  far  11,000  acres  have  been  sown  at  Woodlands;  the  total  area  cleared, 
27,000  acres;  total  area  plowed,  12.000  acres;  the  total  expenditure  to  date, 
£35,773  Os.  6d.  ($174,092).  The  cost  of  clearing  was  approximately  8s.  per 
acre.  Cost  of  plowing  and  sowing  can  not  be  stated  until  these  operations  shall 
have  been  completed.  Amounts  expended  are :  Machinery,  plows,  etc.,  £10,314 
178.  ($50,197) ;  horse  stock  (approximately),  £5,000  ($24,300).  No  buUdhiga 
have  been  completed.  Two  large  sheds  are  now  in  course  of  erection.  From 
experience  It  has  been  found  that  the  only  satisfactory  engine  for  traction  pur- 
poses on  the  class  of  country  at  Woodlands  is  one  which  possesses  the  cater- 
pillar movement — that  Is  to  say,  an  engine  that  does  not  possess  n  round  wheel. 
Consequently,  five  Holt  caterpillar  tractors  had  to  be  obtained  from  America. 
In  addition  to  this  three  English-made  steam  engines  are  at  work  on  the  area. 
The  plows  are  all  Australian  made.  The  majority  of  the  drills  and  other  im- 
plements are  also  of  Australian  manufacture.  Of  26  drills  purchased  there  are 
11  of  American  manufacture.  All  other  machinery  and  implements  are  of 
Australian  manufacture.  Mr.  Donald  Cameron  is  superintendent  at  Wood- 
lands, vrlth  a  salary  of  £6  ($29)  per  week. 

At  Trangie  1,500  acres  have  been  sown,  2,300  acres  have  been  cleared,  and 
nearly  the  whole  of  this  has  been  plowed  by  now.  In  addition,  over  6,000 
acres  were  lightly  cleared,  and  some  of  the  dead  timber  picked  up  and  burnt. 
The  approximate  cost  of  clearing  the  2,300  acres  was  from  17s.  ($4.14)  to  £1 
($4.87)  per  acre,  bat  it  must  be  understood  that  this  was  thoroughly  cleared, 
whereas  Woodlands  area  was  Yankee-grubbed.  The  cost  of  plowing  can  be 
supplied  at  a  later  date.  Total  expenditure  to  date,  £11,234  6s.  7d.  ($54,672), 
Including  machinery,  plows,  etc.,  £1,641  ISs.  4d.  ($7,990) ;  horse  stock,  approxi- 
mately, £400  ($1,945).  Only  building  that  has  been  erected  is  a  shed  costing 
£97  198.  4d.  ($477).  All  machinery  on  the  Trangie  area  now  is  of  Australian 
manufacture.  Mr.  J.  A.  Graham  is  assistant  superintendent,  at  £4  ($19.47) 
per  week. 
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[Consnl  O.  Gaylord  Uarsh,  detailed  aa  vice  consul  at  Ottawa ;  dated  July  27.] 

The  Central  Canada  Exhibition  will  be  held  in  Ottawa,  Canada, 
on  September  10  to  18,  1915.  This  fair  is  intended  primarily  for  the 
exhibition  of  agricultural,  horticultural,  dairy,  domestic  science,  and 
manufactured  products,  and  live  stock.  Arrangements  will  be  made 
with  the  customs  authorities  for  the  free  entry  of  foreign  exhibits, 
the  exhibition  buildings  being  constituted  customs  warehouses  for 
that  purpose.  Forms  for  entering  exhibits  and  information  as  to 
fees,  reservations,  prizes,  etc.,  may  be  obtained  from  the  manager 
and  secretary,  Mr.  E.  McMahon,  26  Sparks  Street,  Ottawa,  Ontario. 

A  large  attendance  is  expected  at  this  exhibition.  The  paid  ad- 
missions to  the  exhibition  of  1914,  in  spite  of  conditions  occasioned 
by  the  European  war,  numbered  about  100,000.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  special  excursions  from  all  parts  of  the  Dominion 
and  from  the  northern  part  of  the  United  States.  American  tourists 
■who  may  contemplate  visiting  the  exhibition  will  find  ample  and 
very  satisfactory  hotel  accommodations  in  Ottawa. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  other  fairs  to  be  held  throughout  Can- 
ada during  the  coming  fall  with  the  name  of  the  secretai-y  of  each : 


Loeatlon. 

Date. 

Secretary. 

Valtoyfleld,  Quebec 

Auc.  17-20 

Dr.  S.  W.  Laroch. 

Toronto.  Ontario 

Aug.  2S-S«pt.  13 

P.  W.  Rogers. 
H.  B.  Miller 

Bherbrooke,  Quebec 

Sept.  4-11 

BbawTlUe,  Quebec 

Sept.  8-10 

R.  W.  Hodglna. 
A.  M.  Hunt. 

IxHidou,  Ontario 

Sept.  10-18 

lUrriekTlUe,  Ontario 

Sept.  16-17 

8te.  Scholastique,  Quebec 

Sept.  20  23 

Jos.  Forllar. 

Sept.  22-24 

W.  B.  SmalUlold. 

Sept.  23-24 

H.  C.  O'Neail. 

Sept.  22-25 

James  Keltb. 

New  W'estminster,  Britieb  Columbia 

Sept.  2g-Oct.  1 

D,  E.  MacKenzfe. 

PACKIHG  LESSON  NOT  TET  lEABNED. 

[Consul  Qeneral  Thomas  Sammons,  Shanghai,  China,  May  20.] 

So  much  has  been  written  on  the  subject  of  packing  that  it  would 
seem  imnecessary  to  again  refer  to  it,  but  the  following  letter,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Ajnerican  consul  general  at  Shanghai  and  written  by 
one  of  the  best  posted  men  in  the  Far  East,  is  so  pertinent  that  it  is 
inserted  in  order  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  paying  attention  to 
proper  packing : 

I  gave  •  •  •,  of  San  Francisco,  a  large  order  last  year  and  the  packing 
was  execrable.  Tltey  shipped  bottled  Jams  nud  extracts  as  tbey  might  perhaps 
have  done  for  Oakland,  and  when  the  stuff  arrived  here  in  fragments  I  could 
get  no  satisfaction  out  of  them.    Naturally  I  am  not  repeating  the  order. 

When  I  have  been  on  furlough  in  America  and  manufacturers  or  wholesalers 
Iiave  asked  me  what  openings  there  might  be  in  China  for  their  goods  I  hare 
always  replied  bluntly :  "  Not  any,  unless  you  are  prepared  to  consider  the  re- 
quirements of  the  market  and  pack  for  long-distance  transportation,  as  Euro- 
pean dealers  do." 

Last  winter  I  placed  two  orders  of  the  same  value  for  rose  plants,  one  with 
a  nurseryman  in  Ohio  and  another  in  HJnglnnd.  The  American  plants  were 
simply  tossed  into  a  flimsy  pasteboard  box  with  a  little  loose  moss,  so  that  the 
box  arrived  all  crushed  and  the  roses  as  dry  and  dead  as  the  boues  of  an  early 
Christian  martyr.  The  English  roots  were  tightly  wrapped  in  moss,  then  in 
cotton,  and  Anally  In  a  gunny  bag.  It  took  them  longer  to  reach  me,  but  all 
were  alive. 
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KEW  ZEALAim'S  TOBACCO  DIPOBTS  GBOWINa. 

(Consul  Qeneral  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  June  0.] 

Tobacco  is  not  successfully  grown  in  New  Zealand,  but  b  in  gen- 
eral use,  and  the  imports  are  increasing.  Figures  for  the  five  calen- 
dar years  ending  with  December  31,  1913,  giving  imports  from 
individual  countries  in  poimds  weight,  are: 


Classes  and  years. 

Australia. 

Germany. 

United 
Kingdom. 

United 
States. 

Total  tor 
year. 

Unmanufactured: 

1909     

3,216 
2,170 
3,415 
2,087 
698 

1,119,284 
1,158,040 
1,077,290 
1,159,326 
994,331 

14,835 
12,857 
16,518 
14,220 
8,112 

1,439 

854 
2,977 
6,643 
1,063 

179 

12,106 

7,509 

7,599 

13.599 

16,757 

513,064 

559,207 
421,321 
708,653 
692,416 

5,019 
5,070 
7,332 
6,833 
6,906 

64,643 
78,268 
12,263 
29,541 
21,018 

15,501 

1910 

9,092 
9,622 
3,913 
2,691 

464,686 
686,654 

ni,923 

610,367 
488,092 

7,20? 

7,401 
10,597 
13,347 
14,S6« 

301,968 
418,825 
474,150 
531,780 
563,368 

1,380 
1,350 
1,300 
800 
1,360 

18,771 

1911       

560 
450 
437 

28,512 

1912 

19,843 

1913   

X,8S3 

Manufactured: 

1909   

3,099,943 

1910 

600 
80 

^407  545 

1911 

3,313,439 

1912 

3,481,235 

1913 

« 

3,320 
3,563 
?137 
6,913 
5,159 

S 

■  2, 177,  TIC 

Cigars: 

1909 

48,122 

1910            .     .            

44,039 

1911 

53,676 

1912 

63,618 

1913 

61,385 

Cigarettes: 

19D9 

369,399 

1910 

500,183 

1911 

490,095 

1912 

567,379 

1913 

33 

686,731 

Snufl: 

1909 

1,390 

1910 

• 

1350 

1911 

1,300 

1912 

3 

801 

1,360 

It  seems  clear  on  investigation  that  most  of  the  tobacco  in  different 
forms  imported  into  this  country  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Australia  is  of  American  growth,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some 
fair  tobacco  is  grown  in  Australia.  Fully  90  per  cent  of  the  tobacco 
is  smoked,  and  a  very  large  portion  of  this  is  smoked  in  pipes — 65 
per  cent  or  more.  The  smoking  tobacco  is  put  up  principally  in  tins, 
a  little  in  cloth  bags,  and  more  in  paper  pouches  for  the  country 
trade. 

Pew  Cigars  or  Cigarettes  Kannfactnred. 

There  are  but  few  cigars  or  cigarettes  manufactured  in  New  Zea- 
land, but  some  cigarettes  are  rolled  here  by  the  smokers.  It  might 
{)ay  to  import  the  leaf  tobacco  and  manufacture  here,  for  the  duty  is 
ower  on  leaf  tobacco  and  there  are  no  preferential  duties  on  tobacco, 
etc.  The  duties  are:  Item  32,  cigarettes,  not  exceeding  in  weight  2^ 
pounds,  per  1,000,  $4.20  the  1,000;  item  33,  cigarettes,  not  otherwise 
enumerated,  $1.70  the  pound;  item  3i,  cigars,  including  the  weight 
of  every  band,  wrapper,  or  attachment  to  any  cigar,  $1.70  the  pound; 
item  35,  snuff,  $1.70  the  pound ;  item  36,  tobacco,  including  the  weight 
of  every  label,  tag,  or  other  attachment,  85  cents  the  pound ;  item  37, 
tobacco,  unmanufactured,  entered  to  be  manufactured  in  New  2iea- 
land  in  any  licensed  factory,  for  manufacturing  purposes  only,  into 
tobacco,  cigars,  cigai-ettes,  or  snuff,  49  cents  the  poiaid. 

There  is  an  excise  duty  on  tobacco  in  its  different  forms  in  New 
Zealand,  as  follows:  Item  495,  tobacco,  24.3  cents  per  poimd;  item 
496,  cigars  and  snuff,  36.5  cents  per  pound;  item  497,  cigarettes — ^if 
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manufactured  by  machinery,  61  cents  per  pound ;  if  made  by  hand, 
24.3  cents  per  pound. 

There  is  an  exceedingly  friendly  feeling  toward  American  tobacco 
in  this  country,  and  for  the  Virginia  brand,  especially  in  Auckland 
and  vicinity.  Competition  is  close,  but  the  busmess  is  growing,  and 
now  is  an  opportune  time  to  push  for  more  of  this  trade  direct. 

[Lists  o(  the  leading  Importers  o(  tobacco,  cigars,  etc.,  together  with  a  lew 
of  the  leading  retail  dealers  who  might  be  induced  to  Import  direct,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch 
offices.] 

TEADE-EXTENSION  WOKK  IN  FRANCE. 

[Consul  General  A.  Gaulln,  Marseille,  July  7.] 

This  consulate  has  requested  the  leading  commercial  associations 
of  the  district  to  notify  their  members  that  it  would  gladly  lend 
them  all  possible  assistance  in  establishing  relations  with  American 
firms.  As  a  consequence,  many  inquiries  were  addressed  to  the  con- 
sulate, and  information  concerning  trade  conditions  in  the  United 
States  was  given  verbally  and  in  writing  to  a  large  number  of  local 
business  men. 

Trade-opportimity  notes  which  have  brought  offers  now  under 
consideration  are:  Note  on  felt  for  engineering  purposes,  dated 
April  1 ;  note  on  boot  and  shoe  felt,  dated  April  1 ;  note  on  leather, 
cotton  goods,  tobacco,  lumber,  and  hardware,  dated  April  10;  note 
on  flour-milling  machinery,  dated  April  10.  A  note  on  cotton  sacks 
and  cloth  for  sack  making  was  sent  June  14,  and,  it  is  believed,  will 
yield  results  in  the  near  niture. 

Orders  for  18  metric  tons  of  Kentucky  leaf  tobacco,  50  hogsheads 
of  Maryland  tobacco,  and  50  metric  tons  of  hurley  tobacco  were 
placed  during  the  quarter  with  a  Kentucky  firm  as  a  result  of  the 
trade  opportunity  note  sent  August  26,  1914.  The  purchases  were 
made  for  the  accoimt  of  the  Tunisian  Government,  and  amoimted  to 
$22,098,  c  i.  f.  Tunis.  It  is  believed  that  owing  to  the  closing  by 
war  of  certain  markets,  from  which  Tunis  obtained  usually  im- 

Sortant  supplies,  the  sale  of  American  leaf  tobacco,  particularly 
[aryland,  will  increase  considerably  in  the  Regency.  The  orders  in 
question  were  placed  through  Mr.  Albert  Taieb,  of  Tunis,  who  was 
at  one  time  acting  American  consular  agent. 

The  introduction  of  American  cigarette  machinery  in  Tunis  is  also 
likely,  as  a  result  of  trade  opportunity  note  dated  October  9,  1914. 
This  matter  was  taken  up  through  Mr.  Taieb,  who  has  cooperated 
with  this  consulate  on  numerous  occasions. 


FINANCING  OBaANIZATION  FOR  SOUTH  MANCHURIA. 

[Consul  A.  A.  Williamson,  Dairen,  Mancliarla,  June  16.] 

The  Japanese  Parliament  has  adopted  provisions  for  a  special 
financing  organization  in  South  Manchuria,  in  accordance  with  a 
representation  presented  to  the  Japanese  Diet  by  K.  Ishimoto,  M.  P., 
and  S.  Kato,  M.  P.,  advocating  the  establishment  of  such  an  organiza- 
tion at  an  early  date,  with  capital  of  not  less  than  20,000,000  yen 
($9,960,000),  The  representation  in  reviewing  the  situation  refers 
to  the  strong  campaign  in  behalf  of  these  facilities  which  was  con- 
ducted in  1909  and  to  the  subsequent  events  leading  to  the  present 
conditions. 
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ZINC  DEPOSITS  IK  ONTABIO. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrctt,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  26.] 

The  recent  high  prices  quoted  for  zinc  has  turned  the  attention  of 
mining  experts  to  the  possibility  of  developing  the  ore  deposits  of 
this  metal  in  the  Province  of  Ontario.  A  few  days  a^o  a  mining 
en^neer  rein-esenting  certain  Toronto  interests  passed  through  Fort 
William  en  route  to  Rossport,  a  villa^  in  this  district  located  on 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  to  inspect  the  abandoned  Zenith 
zinc  mines,  some  12  miles  from  that  town.  If  his  report  on  the 
property  should  be  favorable  it  is  the  intention  of  the  syndicate  to 
reopen  the  mine  and  to  operate  it  as  long  as  the  present  remunera- 
tive prices  obtain. 

Although  there  are  several  well-known  deposits  of  zinc  in  the 
Province,  past  low  prices  have  not  encouraged  mining  operations. 
Government  reports  show  that  since  1910  no  zinc  has  been  mined  in 
the  Province.  As  the  proposed  activity  at  the  Zenith  mine  is  prob- 
ably a  forerunner  of  the  interest  that  will  develop  in  relation  to 
all  deposits  of  zinc  which  are  favorably  located  and  which  show  even 
a  moderate  metal  content,  the  following  description  of  deposits  in 
Ontario,  taken  from  various  Government  reports  on  the  subject,  is 
presented  with  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  of  interest  to  American 
smelters  of  this  ore. 
Se'serlptiott  of  Varlons  Ontario  D«po>lts. 

The  25enith  mine,  near  Rossport,  contains  black  zinc  blende,  which 
occurs  in  irregular  bodies  on  the  western  edge  of  a  diorite  area  of  the 
mine.  The  blende  is  ferriferous  and  mixed  with  pyrite  near  the 
ed^es.  Three  shafts  have  been  sunk  and  an  open  cut  made  in  a 
neighboring  hillside.  During  1900  and  1901  some  2,000  tons  of  ore, 
averaging  45  per  cent  zinc  content,  were  shipped  to  Belgium  for 
refining.  Shortly  afterward  the  inine  was  abandoned  on  account  of 
the  low  price  of  zinc,  and  the  shafts  are  now  full  of  water. 

Two  miles  south  of  the  Zenith  mine,  on  a  location  known  as  the 
Gezic  property,  a  less-promising  outcrop  occurs. 

In  1899  a  zinc  deposit  was  discovered  at  Mazokamah  Bay,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Nipigon  River,  District  of  Thunder  Bay.  This 
outcrop  appears  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  Zenith  deposit. 

On  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Wewegimok,  Maisonville  Township, 
District  of  Timiskaming,  narrow  calcite  veins,  carrying  small 
amounts  of  galena  and  zinc  blende,  have  been  found  in  the  green- 
stone formation.  To  the  south  of  Wolf  Lake,  in  the  same  district, 
there  are  several  quartz-calcite  veins  carrying  similar  minerals.  One 
of  these  veins  has  been  stripped  for  200  feet.  It  has  a  width  of  14 
inches  at  one  place  on  the  surface  and  carries  a  high  proportion  of 
galena  and  zinc  blende.  A  shaft  has  been  sunk  50  feet  and  several 
tons  of  lead-zinc  ore  have  been  piled  up.  The  quartz  has  been  de- 
posited along  the  walls  of  the  fissure,  while  the  calcite,  with  most  of 
the  sulphides,  has  filled  the  center. 

Other  Properties — Canadian  Production. 

In  the  Kirkland  Lake  area.  District  of  Timiskaming,  galena  and 
zinc  blende  occur  in  very  small  quantities. 

In  Olden  Township,  Frontenac  County,  a  zinc  property  of  ap- 
proximately 200  acres  has  been  operated  by  James  Richardson  & 
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Son,  of  Kingston,  Ontario.  The  ore  is  zinc  blende,  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  galena  occurring  in  crystalline  limestone.  The  pnncipal 
constituents  of  the  gangue  are  iron  pyrites  and  greenstone.  Oper- 
ations in  this  mine  were  commenced  about  1905,  but  no  shipments  of 
ore  have  been  reported  since  1910. 

The  total  production  and  value  of  the  zinc  ore  mined  in  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  during  the  calendar  years  1910  to  1913,  were :  1910, 
6,063  tons,  value  $120,003;  1911,  2,590  tons,  value  $101,072;  1912, 
6,415  tons,  value  $215,149 ;  and  1913,  7,535  tons,  value  $400,000.  Most 
of  this  ore  was  produced  in  British  Columbia.  The  Ontario  produc- 
tion in  1909  was  valued  at  $8,950 ;  in  1910,  $5,760.  Since  the  latter 
year  no  further  production  is  reported. 

Kethod  of  Settlement  for  Canadian  Ore. 

Inasmuch  as  British  Columbia  ore  has  been  the  largest  factor  in 
this  industry  up  to  the  present,  an  outline  of  the  method  pursued  by 
smelters  in  making  settlements  for  the  ore  may  be  of  interest. 

The  British  Columbia  ore  is  exported  for  treatment  to  Kansas  and 
Oklahoma  smelters,  the  latter  demanding  at  least  30  per  cent  zinc 
content.  The  ore  contains  also  a  varying  amount  of  silver.  Pay- 
ment is  made  on  a  basis  of  45  per  cent  zinc  content.  The  base  price 
varies  with  the  price  of  spelter  in  St.  Louis,  and  a  stated  amoimt  is 
added  or  deducted  for  every  unit  of  zinc  in  excess  of  or  less  than  the 
base.  The  silver  is  settled  for  at  the  New  York  price  after  making 
deductions  for  losses  in  treatment.  Limits  are  frequently  set  which 
lead  or  iron  contents  may  not  exceed. 

While  the  above  is  the  method  that  was  in  vogue  up  to  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  it  is  probable  that  owing  to  present  high  prices  for  zinc 
slight  changes  in  percentage  requirements  have  now  been  made. 


WASTE  COTTON  IN  INDIA. 

[The  Textile  Mercury,  Mancheeter,  England,  Jnly  24.] 

A  large  quantity  of  cotton  waste  must  be  accumulating  in  India, 
for  the  price  has  fallen  as  much  as  five-sixths.  Waste  that  has 
fetched  as  much  as  Rs.  60  per  candy  ($19.45  per  656  pounds)  for 
the  European  market  is  selling  at  Rs.  10  ($3.24).  In  the  circum- 
stances it  is  not  surprising  that  there  should  be  projects  afoot  for 
the  manufacture  of  the  material,  and  the  managing  agents  of  Bom- 
bay mills  are  looking  out  for  suitable  spinning  machinery.  The 
waste  went  formerly  to  Germany  to  be  spun  into  coarse  counts,  and 
with  the  prospects  of  a  long  war  in  front  of  everybody  the  idea  of 
manufacturing  in  India  may  well  be  attractive.  Goods  could  be 
produced  temporarily  at  prices  which  should  compel  their  sale; 
and  later  on,  when  prices  lift,  the  experience  gained  should  be 
helped  in  further  operations.  There  may  be  statistics  to  show  what 
is  the  export  of  Indian  cotton  waste ;  but  in  the  absence  of  these  a 
good  enough  idea  of  the  probable  extent  of  the  production  can  be 
obtained  by  remembering  that  the  Indian  consumption  of  raw  cot- 
ton i»  over  two  million  bales.  Conceivably  there  are  opportunities 
of  using  waste  spinning  machinery  on  some  of  the  low  Indian  raw 
cottons  which  in  Germany  have  been  used  in  mixture  with  waste; 
and  as  India  has  the  materials  at  hand  and  is  unafflicted  by  shortage 
of  labor  her  position  is  to  that  extent  a  favorable  one. 
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KOSABIO'S  T2A0E  IH  FOUlTrAIir  PENS. 

[Consul  WllUam  Dawson,  Jr.,  Bosario,  Argentina,  June  1.] 

Fountain  pens  are  sold  by  a  number  of  stationers  at  Rosa- 
rio.  While  the  sale  is  not  very  large  in  any  one  case,  practically 
all  of  these  firms  import  pens  direct  from  abroad.  This  practice 
they  explain  by  the  fact  that  it  is  usual  to  order  a  considerable  vari- 
ety of  articles  at  the  same  time,  and  that  under  these  circumstances 
it  is  just  as  easy  to  obtain  pens  from  the  exporter  as  from  a  Buenos 
Aires  agent  or  importer. 

views  of  leading  Sealers. 

The  leading  dealers  at  Rosario,  nine  in  all,  have  been  seen  by  this 
office  in  order  to  form  an  idea  of  the  demand  for  different  makes  of 
pens.  These  firms  report  as  follows:  No.  1,  a  leading  stationer, 
printer,  and  book  dealer,  handles  a  German  pen  retailing  at  $4.25 
and  a  well-known  American  pen  sold  for  $3.61  and  reports  a  very 
good  demand  for  the  former;  ooth  pens  are  imported  direct.  No.  2, 
a  bookseller  catering  to  English  and  American  trade,  carries  three 
grades  of  an  American  make  retailing  at  $2.12,  $3.40,  and  $5.10  and 
imports  direct.  No.  3,  a  stationer  making  a  specialty  of  school  sup- 
plies, sells  American,  French,  English,  German,  and  Italian  pens 
ranging  from  $1.27  to  $6.40  in  price,  imports  direct,  and  reports  that 
the  chief  call  is  for  German  pens.  No.  4,  a  bookseller  handling  sta- 
tionary on  a  small  scale,  imports  a  cheap  English  pen,  which  he  re- 
tails at  $0.42. 

No.  5,  a  job  printer  and  stationer,  retails  for  $1.70  an  Italian  pen 
that  he  purchases  from  the  Buenos  Aires  representative.  No.  6,  a 
job  printer  and  stationer,  sells  an  English  pen  that  he  imports  direct 
and  retails  at  $1.70.  No.  7,  an  important  local  printer  and  stationer, 
handles  an  English  pen  (Perry)  selling  at  $2.76,  $2.97,  and  $3.61 
and  imports  direct.  No.  8,  printer  and  stationer,  imports  direct  a 
cheap  Austrian  pen,  which  ne  sells  for  $0.42.  No.  9,  a  furniture 
d^ler  handling  a  few  other  lines,  has  the  agency  for  an  American 
pen,  which  he  retails  for  $2. 

Hot  in  General  Use — Customs  Duty. 

On  the  whole,  while  German,  English,  and  other  foreign  pens  are 
apparently  the  ones  most  sold  according  to  statements  of  dealers, 
American  pens  are  well  introduced  and  the  average  customer  willing 
to  pay  for  a  good  pen  seems  to  prefer  them.  The  demand  is,  how- 
ever, not  very  large,  especially  at  present  when  economy  is  being 
{)racticed  in  all  quarters.  At  best,  the  use  of  fountain  pens  is  much 
ess  general  at  Eosario  than  in  the  average  American  city.  A  list  of 
dealers  in  fountain  pens,  all  of  whom  do  or  could  import  direct,  ac- 
companies this  report  and  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

The  customs  duty  on  fountain  pens  (portaplumas  continta,  also 
called  lapiceras  con  deposito  de  tinta)  is  equivalent  to  a  specific  duty 
of  $1.30  per  dozen  (including  additional  tax). 
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TSADE-EXTENSION  WOBE  IN  HONDTJAAS. 

[Consal  E.  H.  Lawton,  Tesadgalpa,  Jolr  15.] 

The  total  value  of  imports  of  the  consular  district  of  Tegucigalpa 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  August  1, 1914,  was  $1,666,583,  of  which 
60  per  cent  was  rrom  the  United  States.  For  the  11  months  of  the 
current  year  the  imports  are  perhaps  not  more  than  60  per  cent  nor- 
mal. Due  to  depreciation  in  the  price  of  silver  and  a  year's  drought, 
together  with  a  plague  of  grasshoppers,  the  purchasing  power  of  this 
district  has  materially  decreased.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  cite  any 
considerable  amount  of  trade  extension  specifically  due  to  the  efforts 
put  forth  by  this  consulate.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  a  steady 
mcrease  in  general  results. 

Among  the  concrete  results  obtained  by  reports  on  trade  oppor- 
tunities and  market  requirements  and  general  commercial  campaign 
by  this  consulate  in  recent  months  may  be  cited  the  following : 

Under  date  of  November  9,  1914,  a  trade  opportunity  was  sent  at 
the  request  of  a  local  restaurant,  and  from  the  replies  received  orders 
have  been  placed  for  a  considerable  amoimt  of  fancy  biscuit  and  also 
wax  fruit  and  materials  for  floral  emblems. 

A  soda-water  plant  valued  at  $800  has  been  ordered  and  received 
as  a  result  of  a  trade  opportunity  dated  December  23, 1914. 

As  a  direct  result  of  a  trade  suggestion  sent  February  20, 1915,  on 
"increased  demand  for  foodstuffs"  a  large  importing  house  in  this 
city  placed  an  order  for  80  tons  of  hay,  in  order  to  make  a  practical 
test  of  the  value  of  such  imports.  Enormous  quantities  of  com,  flour, 
and  rice  have  also  been  imported  during  the  last  quarter. 

A  suggestion  was  made  by  the  consul  to  the  Honduras  Auto  & 
Transportation  Co.  to  interest  local  trades  people  in  the  purchase  of 
an  auto  truck  for  freighting.  As  a  result  three  Chinese  nrms  jointly 
advanced  10,000  pesos  (about  $3,500),  the  automobile  company  con- 
tracting to  buy  an  additional  truck  and  to  give  preference  to  the 
freight  (imports)  of  the  said  firms  at  a  fixed  rate  until  the  price  of 
the  truck  was  paid  in  freights.  A  representative  of  the  company 
went  to  New  York  (Trade  Opportunity  of  May  12, 1915)  and  is  now 
returning  with  one  special  $5,000  truck  with  the  understanding  that 
this  order  will  be  duplicated  when  the  manufacturers  can  supply 
same. 

Prior  to  the  European  war  butter  imported  into  this  district  was 
exclusively  of  Danish  or  French  origin.  It  was  not  known  that 
American  packers  would  supply  it  in  tins.  The  writer  volunteered 
the  names  of  American  firms,  and  as  a  result  hundreds  of  cases  of 
American  butter  have  been  imported,  which,  while  slightly  more 
expensive,  is  of  a  decidedly  superior  quality  and  is  giving  good 
satisfaction. 

A  number  of  merchants  state  that  they  have  placed  small  trial 
orders  with  firms  who  have  addressed  them  in  response  to  answers 
of  trade  inquiries  from  this  consulate.  Among  others  have  been 
orders  for  electric  supplies,  shoes,  liquors,  canned  goods,  and  candies. 
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AXESICAS  TOPS  AITO  TABNS  FOB  ENOlAin). 

[Extract  from  Textile  Mercary,  by  Consul  Franklin  D.  Hale,  HodderBfield,  Jnly  12.] 

There  is  a  chance  that  before  very  longtheEnglishmarket  will  be  im- 
prpving  for  tops  of  American  combing  and  worsted  yarns  of  Ameri- 
can spinning.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  impossibility  of  obtain- 
ing adequate  supplies  at  home.  Prices  have  soared  away  from  cost 
of  operation  and  production ;  the  point,  therefore,  that  it  costs  more 
to  comb  and  more  to  spin  in  the  United  States  than  in  England  has 
no  special  relevance. 

Some  preliminaries  have  to  be  arranged — in  particular  the  under- 
taking which  forbids  the  export  from  America  of  wool  imported 
from  British  sources  has  to  be  loosened.  They  should  be  able  to 
oflfer  an  article  closely  resembling  that  of  British  production.  The 
American  trade  in  tops  and  yarns  has  not  been  developed  upon  the 
same  pattern  as  our  own.  American  production  is  almost  exdu- 
sively  for  the  home  market,  with  the  result  that  production  of  tops 
and  yams  bear  a  close  correspondence  with  the  American  consump- 
tion of  cloth.  The  mills,  however,  are  equipped  to  c<^  with  the 
fullest  demands  that  can  be  made  on  them. 

It  is  to  be  inferred  that  Americans  have  a  quantity  of  Australian- 
grown  merino  wool  capable  of  being  sold  to  England  at  a  profit.  If 
American  wool  were  the  same  as  Australian,  it  would  be  substituted 
without  a  murmur.  Because  of  differences  of  climate,  of  pasture, 
and  of  breed  the  wools  are  not  the  same  and  in  consequence  neither 
tihe  yams  nor  the  fabrics  made  from  them  can  be  the  same,  although 
they  may  temporarily  serve  as  substitutes.  It  is  therefore  with  the 
aid  of  their  imported  wools  that  American  sellers  are  most  likely  to 
accommodate  English  preferences,  and  if  they  can  offer  large  quan- 
tities and  regular  deliveries  they  have  such  a  chance  now  as  they 
never  had  before. 

[According  to  the  present  arrangement,  the  exportation  of  wool  from  tl^e 
United  Kingdom  to  the  United  States  is  contingent  upon  a  reimportation  of  an 
equivalent  amount  of  tops  and  yams.] 


COKSUI  SUGGESTS  "  MOVIE  "  FILMS  OF  SMASHED  FBEIOHT. 

Illustrated  lectures  on  packing  of  merchandise  and  its  handling  in 
foreign  ports,  as  a  means  of  educating  American  shippers,  is  advo- 
cated by  Consul  James  Oliver  Laing  of  Karachi,  India,  who  writes 
of  the  dangers  to  which  such  frei^t  is  subjected  imless  properly 
packed.    He  says : 

If  single  photographs  of  a  smashed  pnclilng  case,  or  a  lighter  full  of  goods 
being  landed,  or  other  illustrntions  are  good,  a  picture  showing  bow  the  case 
came  to  be  smashed  or  how  the  goods  were  put  into  or  talien  out  of  the  lighter 
would  be  l)etter.  Everyone  linowa  that  cases  are  smashed  and  a  single  photo- 
graph shows  only  the  result,  which  any  shipper  can  imagine. 

If,  however,  a  shipper  of  flour,  let  tis  say,  could  see  a  lot  of  Levantine  steve- 

'  dores  swing  a  loop  full  of  sacks  over  the  side  of  the  ship  and  let  it  down  on 

the  run  to  a  flatboat  bobbing  about  in  the  waves,  the  sight  of  what  happens 

when  the  boat  rises  suddenly  to  meet  several  hundred  pounds  of  muslin-saclced 

flour  would  be  an  education  to  the  shipper. 

If  an  American  furniture  merchant  could  see  a  moving  picture  of  his  pacldng 
cases  dropped  from  a  cart  tail  to  a  stone  floor  by  a  gang  of  Maltese  docl^ers, 
he  would  appreciate  the  cause  and  effect. 
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DAJIAGE  TO  ABGENTINE  SITGAS  CROP. 

[Coostit  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Rosario,  Jane  19.] 

The  Province  of  Tucuman  experienced  a  series  of  heavy  frosts 
early  in  June  which  will  very  materially  affect  the  output  of  sugar. 
The  drop  in  temperature  is  reported  to  fcare  been  the  most  generally 
severe  ever  registei"ed  in  the  Province  and  reached  even  sheltered  dis- 
tricts that  usually  are  exempt  from  frost.  In  many  parts  of  the 
Province  the  thermometer  reached  5"  C.  below  zero.  (23°  F.)  Esti- 
mates of  loss  vary.  This  office  is  informed  on  excellent  authority 
that  crop  prospects  have  dropped  from  a  probable  yield  of  7  per 
cent,  or  200,000  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds),  to  less 
than  6  per  cent,  or  120,000  tons  of  sugar. 

[Wlllett  &  Gray's  Weekly  Sugar  Trade  Journal  for  July  29  gives  the  total 
yield  of  sugar  in  ArgenOna  in  1913-14  as  249,222  long  tons  and  estimates  the 
1914-15  crop  at  325,175  long  tons.  The  Province  of  Tucuman — whose  sugar 
industry  was  reviewed  at  length  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Iteports  for 
Sept  21,  lOlt— normally  furnishes  80  to  85  per  cent  of  Argentina's  total  pro- 
duction.] 


ONTARIO  AFFOmrS  SICEEL  COMMISSIOK. 

[Consul  Felix  8.  8.  Johnson,  Eangston,  Ontario,  Canada,  Jnlj  27.] 

The  Provincial  Government  of  Ontario  recently  appointed  a  com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  nickel  situation  in  Ontario,  with  a  view 
to  establishing  in  the  Province  an  industry  that  will  be  under  direct 
observation  from  the  time  the  ore  leaves  the  mines  until  the  nickel 
is  marketed.  The  Provincial  Government  has  instructed  the  new 
commission  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  complete  the 
refining  of  Ontario  nickel  ore  entirely  within  the  Province  without 
having  to  ship  to  American  refineries.  The  question  of  the  Province 
receivmg  a  return  from  its  nickel  deposits  is  regarded  as  of  much 
importance,  and  on  this. point  the  commission  will  also  advise  the 
Ontario  Government. 

[For  data  as  to  Ontario's  production  of  ntclcel,  see  Commerce  Repobts  for 
Aug.  2,  1915.] 


MONEY  WASTED  ON  CATALOGUES. 

An  American  export  house  located  in  New  York,  which  has  used 
the  service  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in 
placing  large  orders  for  shipment  to  Spain,  writes  to  the  Bureau  as 
j^ollows : 

The  attention  of  American  manufacturers  is  called  to  the  large  amount  of 
i..oney  that  is  thrown  away  by  forwarding  heavy  catalogues  of  goods  which 
are  of  absolutely  uo  interest  to  the  buyers.  We  believe  that  a  considerable 
saving  could  be  made  by  using  small  folders  or  booklets,  giving  in  concise  form 
information  regarding  the  line  of  goo<1s,  and  suggesting  that  further  informa- 
tion be  requested  if  interested.  We  believe  that  thousands  of  dollars  are  spent 
uselessly  in  sending  out  literature  which  is  of  no  interest,  and  which  often 
gives  the  foreign  buyer  the  Impression  that  the  manufacturers  are  not  at  all 
well  posted  as  to  the  possible  demand  for  their  goods. 
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FOBEIQK  TBADE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnresa  and  Ita  brsnob  otHeem.  Reqnest 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  nnmber  given. 

Eotiery,  No.  17806. — ^An  American  consular  oflBcer  In  British  Gnlana  -writes  tiiat 
a  comniisslon  flnu  in  bis  district  desires  to  communicate  witti  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  liosiery  of  ali  grades.  Quotations  should 
l)e  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  including  commission.  Correspondence  may  l>e 
in  EngllslL 

Offlce  supplies,  etc..  No.  17807. — An  American  consular  oflScer  in  Switzerland 
writes  that  he  Is  in  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  a  large  dealer  in  oasce 
supplies  and  furniture  and  fixtures,  for  the  addresses  of  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  mercliandlse  of  this  class. 

Sponges,  No.  1780S. — The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  in  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  a  business  man  in  the  Netherlands,  stating  that  he  desires  to 
receive  names  and  addresses  of  sponge  dealers  In  Florida  and  Nassau. 

Wearing  apparel  for  women.  No.  17809. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  Boston  writes  that  a  business  man 
called  at  that  offlce  stating  thot  he  desires  to  form  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  of  corsets,  stockings,  waists,  ready-made 
dresses,  etc.,  for  women.  The  man  desires  to  represent  American  firms 
In  Argentina.  He  states  that  be  has  had  a  number  of  years  exx)erieDce 
In  this  line  of  business.  As  soon  as  he  makes  the  desired  connections  he 
win  return  to  Argentina  and  open  a  store  on  his  own  account.  He  gives 
New  York  City  references.  His  address  while  In  the  United  States  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  branch  offices. 

(MI  motor*,  No.  17810.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that  one  of  its  cor- 
respondents In  Spain  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  stationary  oil  motors  of  1  to  5  horsepower  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses and  pumping  equipment ;  also  50  horsepower  and  up  for  flour  mills, 
etc.    Correspondence  should  be  conducted  in  Spanish. 

Woodenware  and  hardware.  No.  17811. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Belgium 
writes  that  a  syndicate  of  prominent  business  men  In  his  district  has 
informed  him  of  its  purpose  to  undertake  the  reconstruction  of  a  number 
of  buildings.  The  syndicate  desires  to  receive  bids  for  window  sashes, 
doors,  flooring,  blinds,  etc.,  also  locks,  hinges,  nails,  and  ali  kinds  of  hard- 
ware to  be  used  in  such  construction  work. 

Water  meters,  No.  17812. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  that  a 
city  council  In  his  district  has  authorized  the  city  engineer  to  purchase 
water  meters.  He  states  that  it  is  probable  that  several  hundred  meters 
will  be  purchased  in  the  near  future. 

Hardware,  pumps,  etc.,  No.  17813. — The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  In  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  India  stating  that  he  desires  to  correspond 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware,  machinery, 
agricultural  implements,  pumps,  electric-lamp  holders,  metal  filament, 
drawn-wire  lamps,  electric  fans,  etc. 

P<ano«,  No.  17814. — AnAmerican  consular  officer  in  England  reports  thata  firm  of 
musical  instrument  dealers  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  cheap  pianos,  to  cost  not  over  $100  delivered. 

Haicrdasherp,  jewelry, etc.,iio.n815. — A  manufacturers' agent  In  the  West  Indies 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with 
Americon  manufacturers  of  hosiery,  shirts,  underwear,  neckties,  jewelry, 
stationery,  fancy  goods,  suit  cases,  etc.  He  desires  to  act  as  representative. 
He  states  that  he  bns  been  In  business  of  this  nature  for  about  12  years. 
References  are  given. 

Fertilizers,  etc'So.VtSlG. — AnAmerican  consular  officer  In  Portugal  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  acid  phosphate,  sulphate  of  ammo- 
nia, basic  slag,  and  other  chemicals  for  fertilizing  puriioses.  Complete 
ship  cargoes  are  required,  and  quotations  should  be  made  at  once.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Portuguese  or  French.    References  are  given. 
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SWEDISH-BBITISH  COMMEBCE  COMMISSION. 

[Charges  d' Affaires  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  July  3.] 

Because  of  the  complaints  made  by  the  Swedish  Government  con- 
cerning the  delay  and  difficulties  of  traffic  as  a  result  of  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  finglish,  the  British  Government  has  sent  a  Commis- 
sion to  Sweden  to  try  to  come  to  some  understanding  in  the  matter. 
This  Commission  is  now  sitting  in  Stockholm  in  conjunction  with  a 
similar  Commission  appointed  by  the  Swedish  Government. 


CHANGES  IN  BBITISH  EMBABGO  LIST. 

[Telegram  received  Aug.  4,  1915,  from  the  American  consulate  general,  London.] 

Following  amendments  export  prohibitions:  Copper  and  brass 
solid  drawn  tubes,  formerly  prohibited  except  to  British  possessions, 
now  prohibited  all  destinations.  Coal,  including  anthracite,  and 
steam,  gas,  household,  and  all  other  kinds  of  coal  and  coke,  formerly 
permitted  British  possessions  and  allies,  now  permitted  only  British 
possessions.  Diamonds,  rough,  suitable  for  industrial  purposes,  now 
prohibited  all  destinations.  Following  goods  prohibited  foreign 
countries  in  Europe  on  Mediterranean  and  Black  Seas  other  than 
France,  Russia  (except  Baltic  ports),  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal: 
Charcoal  and  peat;  green  forage  and  lupine  seeds;  bacon,  ham,  and 
pork ;  cocoa,  raw,  of  all  kinds,  and  all  preparations  of  cocoa,  includ- 
ing cocoa  huslts,  cocoa  shells,  and  chocolate ;  coffee ;  fresh  vegetables, 
except  peas. 

CONSULAB  TBADE  CONFEBENCES. 

Consul  Cornelius  Ferris,  jr.,  of  Bluefields,  Nicaragua,  is  now  in  the 
United  States  on  60  days'  leave  of  absence.  He  may  be  addressed  in 
care  of  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  at  Boston  and  at  New  Orleans. 
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MANTJFACTUBE  OF  THYMOL 

[Commercial  Agent  Thomas  H.  Norton.] 

The  very  pronounced  scarcity  of  thymol  in  the  American  market 
has  led  to  hitherto  unlmown  prices  for  this  important  drug,  as 
noted  in  Commekce  Reports  for  July  14,  1915.  Normal  prices  for 
thymol  in  quantity  in  New  York  -were  about  $2.25  per  pound  during 
July,  1914.  On  August  2, 1915,  the  quotation  was  $11.  A  few  weeks 
before  it  had  reached  $12. 

As  there  is  a  duty  of  25  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  imports  of  thymol, 
inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  feasibility  of  meeting  the  demand 
of  the  American  market  by  a  domestic  production  of  the  article. 

Before  the  war  this  demand  was  met  chiefly  by  impoitations  of 
thymol  from  Germany,  where  the  manufacture  has  been  highly  de- 
veloped. Our  imports  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914, 
slightly  exceeded  19,000  pounds.  The  average  invoiced  value  per 
pound  was  $1.20. 

The  value  of  thymol  in  medicine  and  sanitation  depends  upon  its 
powerful  germicidal  properties,  combined  with  an  absence  of  toxic 
qualities.  It  can  be  used  as  an  antiseptic  with  the  same  eflFectiveness 
as  phenol  or  carbolic  acid;  but,  unlike  the  latter,  is  uonpoisonous. 
Chemically  it  is  a  substituted  phenol — methyl  isopropyl  phenol — 
isomeric  with  carvol,  the  camphor  present  in  the  essential  oils 
obtained  from  caraway  seed,  dill  fruit,  spearmint,  and  crisped  mint. 

Source  of  Thymol. 

Of  recent  years  thymol  has  been  manufactured  most  easily  and 
economically  from  ajowan  oil.  This  essential  oil  is  obtained  by 
distillation  with  steam  from  the  fruit  of  the  plant  known  as  Carum 
ajowan  or  Carum  copticum  (Bentham  and  Hooker),  or  Ptychotis 
ajowan  (D.  C).  The  ajowan  plant  is  allied  to  caraway,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  large  family  of  Umhilliferm.  It  is  cultivated  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  India,  Persia,  Afghanistan,  and  Egypt.  From 
India  about  1,200  long  tons  of  the  seed  are  annually  exported. 
Nearly  the  entire  amount  went  to  German  ports  prior  to  the  present 
war.   The  export  is  now  about  2  tons  per  month. 

Kannfactnre  of  Thymol. 

The  extraction  of  the  essential  oil  present  in  the  seeds  is  usually 
effected  in  large  stills,  of  a  capacity  of  at  least  600  gallons.  The 
seeds  are  introduced  in  cages  or  trays,  which  occupy  the  interior,  and 
a  current  of  live  steam  is  passed  through  the  still.  The  oil,  carried 
along  by  the  steam,  condenses  with  it,  and  floats  upon  the  surface  of 
the  Avater  of  condensation,  from  which  it  is  drawn  off.  This  water 
is  used  repeatedly  in  the  production  of  steam,  in  order  to  avoid  any 
loss  of  the  small  amount  of  oil  held  in  solution.  The  yield  of  oil 
from  100  pounds  of  ajowan  seed  varies  from  3  to  4  pouncls. 

Ajowan  oil  consists  of  thymol,  to  the  extent  of  from  40  to  55  per 
cent,  accompanied  by  cymene,  and  by  a  terpene  hydrocarbon.  A 
separation  from  the  two  hydrocarbons  is  effected  by  agitation  with 
a  solution  of  caustic  soda,  in  which  the  thymol  dissolves  in  the  form 
of  its  sodium  salt.  From  the  alkaline  solution  the  thymol  is  pre- 
cipitated by  the  addition  of  hydrochloric  acid.  The  crude  thymol 
is  purified  by  crystallization  from  alcohol  or  glacial  acetic  acid. 
It  has  also  been  found  practicable  to  submit  the  oil  to  fractional  dis- 
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tillation  and  extract  the  thymol  from  the  higher  boilinff  fractions 
by  the  application  of  cold.  Pure  thymol  boils  at  230°  C.  A  large 
amount  even  can  be  obtained  directly  from  the  oil  by  exposing  to 
freezing  mixtures. 

The  amount  of  thymol  obtainable  by  this  process  from  the  annual 
export  of  ajowan  seeds  from  India  is  estimated  at  20  long  tons. 
Other  Sources  of  Thymol. 

Several  other  plants  can  be  utilized  as  sources  of  thymol,  although 
none  yield  such  high  percentages  as  ajowan  seed.    These  plants  are : 

Garden  thyme,  Thymus  vuli/aris  (lAna). — This  shrub  Is  found  abundantly  in 
a  wild  state  in  the  countries  about  the  Mediterranean,  and  Is  frequently  culti- 
vated, especially  In  southoru  France. 

Wild  thyuie,  Thymus  serpi/ilum  (Linn). — This  grows  freely  In  England  as 
well  as  throughout  northern  Europe  and  Asia  In  the  wild  state. 

Horsemint,  Monarda  punctata  (Linn). — Occurs  iu  Canada  and  the  United 
States. 

The  oil  of  thyme  obtained  by  distilling  the  fresh  flowering  herbs 
of  these  plants  with  water  or  steam  contains  varying  amounts  of 
thymol,  accompanied  by  cymene,  pincne,  carvacrol,  borneol,  and 
linalool.  The  actual  amount  of  thymol  present  is  not  very  high, 
and  the  methods  of  separation  in  order  to  obtain  a  pure  compound 
are  necessarily  more  complicated  than  in  the  case  of  the  manufacture 
from  ajowan  oil. 

The  only  plant  indigenous  to  the  United  States  susceptible  of  use 
as  a  source  of  thymol  is  horse  mint.  No  attempt  appears  to  have 
been  made  to  utilize  this  source  on  an  industrial  scale,  or  even  to 
ascertain  with  exactness  its  availability  for  the  production  of  thymol. 

If  any  eilort  is  made  to  establish  the  industry  in  the  United  States, 
the  first  step  should  hn  to  obtain  a  regular  supply  of  ajowan  seed 
from  India  or  Egypt.  Information  on  available  supplies  can  be 
obtained  from  the  leading  importers  of  foreign  seeds  in  New  York 
City,  as  well  as  by  correspondence  with  consular  representatives  in 
the  countries  in  question. 

There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  a  large  stock  of  the  seed  is  now 
available  m  India. 

AHEBICAN  aUAU  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  General  R.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancoaver,  Britlsb  Columbia,  July  27.] 

A  novelty  for  British  Columbia  sportsmen  this  season  is  the  ap- 
pearance of  large  numbers  of  American  or  "bob  white"  quail  in 
several  localities  in  the  Province.  Previous  eflForts  to  introduce  this 
species  of  game  bird  in  the  Canadian  Paciiic  coast  coimtry  have 
failed,  and  the  bevies  reported  this  year  are  said  to  have  migrated 
from  the  south  of  their  own  accord  and  in  some  places  they  are 
reported  quite  plentiful. 

The  birds  came  into  this  province  for  the  first  time  last  season. 
There  were  only  six  pairs,  and  they  are  supposed  to  have  migrated 
from  the  flocks  which  the  United  States  Government  has  been  breed- 
ing in  the  State  of  Washington.  As  a  result  of  breeding  and  by 
additional  migrations,  the  covies  have  multiplied  rapidly. 

By  next  season  it  is  expected  that  the  quail  will  have  attained 
great  numbers.  This  addition  to  the  game  birds  of  the  province 
compensates  for  the  wiUow  grouse  which  have  been,  for  some  reason 
unknown,  disappointingly  small  in  recent  years. 
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SESOUBCES  OF  THE  SUHGFAIT  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  E.  Carleton  Baker,  CbungldDg,  China.] 

Sungpan  is  located  in  the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  the  Szech- 
wan  Province  on  the  Min  River  veiy  near  to  its  source.  "WTiile  its 
population  is  but  4,000,  it  is  an  important  distributing  point  for  the 
Kokonor  region  of  northeastern  Tibet  and  the  border  country  north 
and  northwest  of  Simgpan.  The  trade  of  Sungpan,  the  character  of 
the  surroimding  country,  and  its  relations  with  Tibet  are  similar  to 
those  of  Tachienlu  [see  Commerce  Repokts  for  June  5,  1915]. 

Sungpan  as  a  commercial  outlet  for  the  region  which  it  taps  is 
most  favorably  situated.  Not  only  can  its  exports  be  conveniently 
shipped  by  the  Min  Eiver  to  Kwanhsien  and  thence  to  Chengtu,  the 
provincial  capital,  but  goods  which  are  destined  for  Chungking  and 
which  eventually  reach  Shanghai  and  foreign  countries  enjoy  the 
exceptional  transportation  facilities  afforded  by  the  Yangtze  Itiver 
and  an  important  tributary  that  passes  through  Lunganfu,  Tung- 
chwan,  and  Hochow  and  has  its  source  near  Sungpan. 
Jjttiiine  Exports — Tea  a  Hnch-tTsed  Article. 

The  principal  exports  from  Sungpan  are  sheepskins,  wool,  medi- 
cines, musk,  fur,  and  hides.  These  are  chiefly  exchanged  for  tea, 
rice,  and  Chinese  wine.  Tea,  which  is  largely  consumed  by  the 
Tibetans  and  aboriginal  tribes  adjacent  to  the  Sungpan  district,  is 
the  principal  article  of  import.  The  rice  and  Chinese  wine  are  con- 
sumed by  the  comparatively  small  Chinese  population  of  this  region. 

Most  of  the  tea  that  figures  in  this  trade  is  grown  in  the  vicinity 
of  Kwanhsien  and  Anhsien.  The  tea  is  of  inferior  quality;  but  since 
the  beverage  made  from  it  usually  contains  butter,  and  the  butter  is 
very  often  rancid,  the  flavor  of  the  tea  is  decidedly  of  secondary  im- 
portance. Cheapness  is  the  great  desideratum.  Ihis  requirement  is 
successfully  met,  for  the  tea  sells  at  Sungpan  for  less  than  4  cents 
United  States  currency  per  pound.  Not  only  do  the  Tibetans  use 
tea  in  making  a  beverage,  but  they  also  use  it  in  preparing  their 
principal  article  of  food,  which  contains  butter,  salt,  and  barley 
meal  as  well.  This  dish  is  known  as  "  tsaniba,"  and  is  generally  con- 
sumed throughout  Tibet. 

Kedicines  Are  the  Dlstingnlshlng  Trade  Feature. 

Large  quantities  of  the  wool,  medicines,  musk,  and  hides  from 
Sungpan  finally  reach  the  hands  of  foreign  buyers.  The  wool,  like 
that  from  Tachienlu,  is  of  somewhat  inferior  quality,  and  is  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  carpets.  Neither  the  quality  nor  the  quantity  of 
musk  is  equal  to  that  obtained  at  Tachienlu.  Medicines  are  the  dis- 
tinguishing feature  of  the  trade  of  Sungpan;  the  most  important 
from  this  district  which  are  known  to  foreign  markets  are  aconite, 
licorice,  and  rhubarb.  Many  other  herbs  are  employed  for  medicinal 
purposes,  but  they  are  mainly  consumed  in  China. 

It  is  impossible  to  determine  the  value  of  the  products  which  reach 
China  by  way  of  Sungpan.  Mr.  E.  H.  Wilson,  the  eminent  natur- 
alist who  visited  Sungpan  on  several  occasions,  estimated  that  this 
trade  in  1910  amounted  to  about  $603,000  United  States  currency. 
However,  since  the  commerce  of  Sungpan  has  considerably  in- 
creased during  the  past  five  years,  it  is  probable  that  this  figure  rep- 
resents only  a  part  of  the  present  trade. 
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Agricnltriral  Kesonrces. 

The  Sungpan  district  is  poor  agriculturally.  The  country  is  dry 
and  mountainous  and  the  few  crops  that  are  raised  are  very  meager. 
Wheat,  oats,  maize,  barley,  buckwheat,  peas,  beans,  and  Irish  pota- 
toes are  grown  to  a  certain  extent.  The  area  of  cultivation,  how- 
ever, does  not  extend  beyond  an  altitude  of  12,000  feet.  From  8,000 
to  10,500  feet,  according  to  Mr.  Wilson,  represents  the  wheat-grow- 
ing belt,  while  barley  and  buclcwheat  can  be  raised  at  a  much  higher 
altitude. 

The  coimtry  is  not  at  all  favorable  to  the  cultivation  of  rice ;  this 
cereal,  so  highly  prized  by  the  Chinese,  being  imported  into  Sungpan 
for  their  use,  as  mentioned.  Most  of  the  fruits  that  thrive  in  the 
North  Temperate  Zone  are  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Sungpan,  and 
some  of  them,  particularly  plums  and  peaches,  are  of  excellent 
quality.  A  fair  variety  of  vegetables  is  also  produced,  and  the  pota- 
toes, peas,  and  carrots  compare  favorably  with  similar  vegetables  in 
foreign  countries. 

A  Pastoral  Population. 

There  are  few  settled  agriculturists  or  traders  in  the  Sungpan 
district.  Most  of  the  people  lead  pastoral  lives  and  many  are 
nomadic.  Their  principal  wealth  consists  of  cattle,  horses,  and 
sheep.  As  the  country  is  well  adapted  to  raising  these  animals, 
there  are  great  possibilities  in  this  direction.  The  Chinese  are 
beginning  to  realize  this  and  are  trying  to  improve  the  breeds  which 
they  now  have.  They  are  already  sending  American  sheep  for  this 
purpose  to  Sungpan,  and  hope  to  have  a  better  quality  of  both 
wool  and  mutton. 

With  improved  stock  and  the  excellent  grazing  which  the  country 
affords,  there  is  a  good  opportunity  for  the  development  of  a  large 
dairying  industry.  It  is  probable  that  this  will  be  undertaken  soon 
by  the  Chinese  authorities  at  Chengtu,  who  are  much  interested 
in  the  industrial  possibilities  of  the  northwestern  part  of  Szechwan 
Province.  The  future  prosperity  of  Sungpan  will  no  doubt  depend 
in  large  degree  upon  the  extent  to  which  the  pasture  lands  are 
utilized  in  prbducing  an  augmented  quantity  and  a  better  quality 
of  wool,  hides,  meat,  butter,  cheese,  and  other  animal  products, 
which  could  figure  much  more  prominently  than  they  do  in  the 
export  trade  of  the  district. 

[The  foregoing  Is  one  of  a  series  of  articles  prepared  by  Consul  Balier  on  the 
resources  and  development  of  Szechwan  Province  by  districts;  those  that  have 
already  appeared  In  Commerce  UEroBxs  are  Mienchow  (Feb.  3),  Tzeliuching 
(Apr.  17),  Suinlng  (May  3),  Yachow  (May  26),  Chengtu  (June  2),  Tachienlu 
(June  5),  and  Kaihsien  (June  20).] 


An  illustrated  catalogue  describing  a  process  of  electric-arc  weld- 
ing invented  by  a  citizen  of  Goteborg  has  been  received  from  Consul 
Emil  Sauer  at  Goteborg,  Sweden,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  The 
characteristic  feature  of  the  process,  according  to  the  description,  is 
that  it  employs  a  steel  rod  as  an  electrode,  with  a  sheath  or  cover  of 
normally  nonconducting  materials.  Certain  advantages  are  de- 
scribed. 
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FOBEIGK  MABEETS  FOB  ABTIFICIAL  IIHBS. 

ITALY. 

{Consul  Chapman  Coleman,  Rome,  June  5.] 

The  Italian  Government  provides,  at  its  own  expense,  artificial 
limbs  for  soldiers  who  have  suffered  mutilations  affecting  the  lower 
limbs  in  the  course  and  by  cause  of  their  service.  Contracts  for  ar- 
ticles of  this  character  have  always  been  awarded  to  such  Italian 
manufacturers  as  fulfilled  the  obligations  they  assumed  in  a  praise- 
worthy manner. 

Privileged  pensions  are  conceded  to  soldiers  of  every  grade  who 
have  acquired  in  war  or  other  service  infirmities  or  wounds  which 
disable  them  permanently  for  military  service  in  any  body  of  the 
army,  including  service  in  invalid  and  veteran  organizations  (the 
term  "  privileged  "  applies  to  any  annual  pension  inferior  in  amount 
to  about  $600). 

Privileged  pensions  for  every  grade  vary  in  amount  according  to 
whether  they  have  been  acquired  in  time  of  peace,  according  to  their 
various  grades  and  appointments,  from  $60  to  $160,  and  in  time  of 
war  from  $122  to  $600.  Amounts  of  pensions  for  petty  officers  can 
not  be  stated  in  a  comprehensive  manner,  since  they  depend  on  the 
amount  of  pay  the  individual  officer  was  receiving  durmg  the  last 
year  of  his  military  service. 

The  concession  of  pensions  in  general,  both  military  and  civil,  is 
based  upon  the  provisions  contained  in  the  "  Collection  of  Laws," 
approved  by  royal  decree  of  February  21,  1895,  and  in  the  law  of 
June  23, 1912,  providing  privileged  war  pensions  for  officers 'and  men 
in  the  royal  army  and  navy. 

There  is  no  Government  insurance  indemnifying  military  men 
for  loss  of  limbs  and  time,  other  than  this  relief  by  pensions. 

One  Concern  Oets  All  Oovernment  Orders. 

So  far  as  ascertainable,  the  Government  has  up  to  this  time  placed 
orders  for  artificial  limbs  with  but  one  concern.  This  establishment 
employs  in  time  of  peace  60  operatives,  and  may  be  regarded  as  of 
ample  financial  strength  and  ability  to  manufacture  on  a  large  scale. 
Numerous  other  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  artificial  limbs 
located  in  Italy  have  upon  inquiry  stated  that  they  have  received  no 
Government  orders  for  such  articles. 

Except  in  a  few  instances,  manufacturers  throughout  the  Kingdom 
appear  to  conduct  their  industry  on  a  small  scale,  employing  few 
o])eratives  and  restricting  their  work  almost  entirely  to  repair  and 
replacement  of  articles.  While  the  Government  places  orders  with 
Italian  manufacturers  only,  articles  in  this  line  of  foreign  origin, 
French  and  German,  are  offered  in  some  Italian  cities  by  local  rep- 
resentatives of  concerns  established  abroad,  their  trade  being,  how- 
ever, of  but  little  importance.  Local  manufacturers  are  regarded, 
so  far  as  financial  strength  and  ability  to  manufacture  on  a  large 
scale  are  concerned,  as  being  adequate  for  local  needs  only.  Some  of 
these  manufacturers,  however,  announce  their  ability  to  expand  their 
industrj'  greatly,  if  necessary. 

For  information  on  this  subject  respecting  the  manufacture  and 
sales  of  these  articles  in  localities  situated  in  districts  other  than  his 
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own,  the  consul  is  indebted  to  his  consular  colleagues  in  those  dis- 
tricts who  have  in  some  instances  been  able  to  nimish  him  with 
valuable  data  as  to  local  manufacturers  and  dealers. 

SBBBIA. 
[Vlc«  Consul  James  B.  Voung,  Belgrade  (NIsb),  Hay  22.] 

Serbia  has  practically  no  industry  for  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
limbs,  being  dependent  upon  foreign  countries  for  this  product. 
There  is  now  a  particularly  favorable  market  for  artificial  limbs  in 
Serbia,  and  it  offers  an  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers. 
There  is  little  foreign  competition  here  for  American  firms,  on  ac- 
count of  the  general  demand  elsewhere  for  these  jiroducts. 

The  situation  is  not  favorable  in  Serbia  for  the  establishment  of 
this  industry.  An  act  now  in  the  Parliament  of  Serbia  provides  for 
the  allotment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  each  Serbian  soldier  who  has  lost 
a  limb,  so  that  he  may  purchase  an  artificial  one.  This  act  has  not 
been  passed,  and  it  is  said  to  be  uncertain  just  when  it  will  become 
a  law.  Should  it  not  be  passed,  the  Ministry  of  AVar  will  doubtless 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  suflleient  to  provide  artificial 
limbs  for  soldiers  in  the  Serbian  army  who  have  lost  one  or  both 
legs.  . 

This  legislation,  as  drafted,  provides  for  the  granting  of  a  sum  of 
about  300  dinars  (now  equal  to  about  $12)  to  500  dinars  (now  equal 
to  about  $70)  in  silver,  but  it  is  generally  believed  that  the  money 
will  be  voted  in  terms  of  gold  instead  of  silver,  most  likely  in  francs, 
gold,  which  would  amoimt  to  much  more  than  if  it  were  paid  in  sil- 
ver. Each  cripple  would  receive  a  sum  as  above,  the  larger  amounts 
being  those  which  would  be  paid  to  soldiers  of  higher  rank,  or  those 
who  are  badly  crippled  or  have  lost  both  legs. 
Two  Small  Makers  of  limbs  in  Serbia. 

There  are  two  small  makers  of  artificial  limbs  in  Serbia,  but  their 
output  is  small.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  they  can  not  supply  the 
demand,  and  are  unable  to  produce  on  a  large  scale,  their  competition 
can  not  be  said  to  be  serious.  Until  recently  these  firms  were  con- 
nected with  Austrian  and  German  houses  manufacturing  artificial 
limbs,  acting  as  agents  in  this  market.  There  are  no  catalogues  or 
price  lists  of  Serbian  firms  dealing  in  artificial  limbs,  prices  being  a 
matter  to  be  arranged  in  each  particular  case. 

The  Serbian  Government  has  not  yet  provided  funds  for  the  pur- 
chase of  artificial  limbs,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  it  will, 
sooner  or  later.  Through  the  cooperation  of  this  consulate,  a  local 
merchant  has  become  interested  in  supplying  Serbian  crippled  sol- 
diers with  artificial  limbs,  and  has  presented  an  offer  to  the  Serbian 
Ministry  of  .War,  with  the  prospect  of  selling  artificial  limbs  of 
American  manufacture  to  the  Government.  The  name  of  this  mer- 
chant may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  American  manufacturers  might 
correspond  with  him  in  English,  French,  or  German. 

American  Frodvots  Hare  Ezoellent  Reputation. 

Artificial  limbs  of  American  manufacture  have  an  excellent  repu- 
tation in  this  market.  Some  of  those  of  Austrian  manufacture  have 
also  been  found  to  be  fairly  good,  but  the  principal  features  which 
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give  the  American  product  an  advantage  are  their  simplicity,  and 
their  lack  of  metal  and  other  parts  on  the  outside  of  the  limb. 
Those  that  are  free  from  cumbersome  outside  fixtures  are  found  to 
be  the  most  popular.  These  that  support  the  body  from  the  thigh — 
that  is,  by  a  strong  wooden  or  leather  or  fiber  support  incasing  most 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  limb,  between  the  kn^e  and  the  hip— have 
been  found  to  relieve  pain  due  to  the  body  resfing  on  the  lower  end 
of  the  wound.  Hard,  inflexible,  poorly  made  feet,  which  flap  and 
rattle,  without  giving  any  spring,  or  which  are  not  sufficiently  cush- 
ioned to  compensate  the  jar  resulting  from  walking,  are  also  not  in 
good  favor. 

It  has  been  found  in  Serbia  that  deliveries  on  the  part  of  Ameri- 
can firms  in  certain  cases  have  been  extremely  poor.  One  instance 
is  known  to  the  consulate  in  which  two  artificial  limbs  were  ordered 
by  officials  of  the  Siberian  Ministry  of  War  in  August,  1913,  and  $60 
was  deposited  by  the  purchasers,  but  the  limbs  have  not  arrived  or 
been  delivered.  Instances  of  this  kind  injure  the  market  for  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  here  in  spite  of  the  other  advantages  which 
American  goods  may  have  in  their  favor. 
Serbian  Pensions  Granted  In  Invalid  Cases. 

Serbian  soldiers  enjoy  a  pension,  granted  only  to  invalid  cases. 
These  pensions  are  for  past  wars,  not  the  present.  The  ordinary 
veteran  who  does  not  suffer  some  injury  which  would  render  him 
invalid  does  not  receive  a  pension,  military  service  in  Serbia  being 
compulsory.  It  is  stated  that  it  takes  several,  months  after  applying 
for  a  pension  for  the  invalid  soldier  to  receive  his  money. 

Invalid  pensions  in  Serbia  are  paid  by  the  year;  that  is,  each  ap- 

Elicant  who  is  granted  a  pension  receives  a  certain  sum  each  year, 
a  the  case  of  officers  it  is. an  amount  which  is  the  same  as  the 
salary — a  sergeant  receives  about  540  dinars  ($75.60)  per  annum; 
a  corporal  about  432  dinars  ($60.48),  while  privates  receive  about 
360  dmars  ($50.40).  At  present  the  unit  of  pajTnent  is  depreciated. 
In  case  the  soldier  receives  injuries  which  would  only  render  him 

f)artially  invalid  he  receives  only  part  of  the  yearly  amount,  most 
ikely  one-half;  but  in  case  of  the  soldier  being  totally  invalid  he 
gets  the  full  amount. 

[Articles  on  markets  for  artificial  limbs  hare  been  publlsbed  In  recent  Issues 
of  Commerce  Reports.  Those  In  England,  France,  nnd  the  Netherlands  were 
discussed  In  the  issue  of  April  2,  1915;  those  In  Austria-Hungary,  Germany, 
Greece,  Portugal,  Turkey,  and  Egypt  on  June  12,  1915.  In  addition  the  demand 
for  artificial  limbs  was  mentioned  In  the  annual  report  of  the  consulate  at 
Paris,  France,  published  as  a  supplement  to  Commekce  Uepobts  No.  5b,  dated 
May  18,  1915.  Lists  of  the  principal  manufacturers  of,  and  dealers  in  artificial 
limbs  in  Italy  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.  Catalogues,  with  descriptions  and  Illu-strations  of 
these  articles,  and  prices,  and  copies  of  Italian  pension  laws,  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branches  and  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons.] 


United  States  Minister  Reinsch  at  Peking  reports  that  regulations 
concerning  the  qualifications  of  applicants  for  mining  concessions  in 
China  have  been  added  to  the  mining  re^idations  enacted  last  year 
and  have  been  published  at  Peking.  Copies  of  the  full  text  may  be 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices. 
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ELECTEIC  MACHINE  FOB  CIEANIHQ  STEAMSHIP  BOHEBS. 

[Consul  Emll  Saner,  Goteborg,.  Sweden,  Jaly  5.] 

An  electric  machine  for  cleaning  steam  boilers  was  invented  about 
a  year  ago  by  Sandblom  and  Olsson  of  Goteborg.  A  corporation, 
Elektriska  Pannrensnings-Bolaget  of  Goteborg,  was  organized  by 
the  inventors,  to  have  the  machine,  with  necessary  accessories,  manu- 
factured and  to  operate  the  same. 

A  patent  on  the  machine  has  been  applied  for  in  Sweden.  The 
inventors  state  that  if  a  patent  is  received  they  will  proceed  to  make 
applications  for  patents  in  other  countries  and  to  manufacture  the 
machine  for  sale. 

There  is  no  printed  description  of  the  machine  to  be  had,  but  it 
appears  to  be  similar  to  an  electric  drill.  It  appears  from  informa- 
tion received  from  other  sources  that  the  machine  is  a  success. 

The  electric  power  needed  for  the  apparatus  is  small,  and  can  be 
taken  from  the  city  power  plant  or  from  vessels  having  electric 
dynamos  on  board.  The  Elektriska  Pannrensnings-Bolaget  has  a 
motor  boat  provided  with  a  petroleum  motor  and  a  small  electric 
dynamo.  When  this  boat  is  moored  to  the  side  of  the  vessel  the 
boilei-s  of  which  are  to  be  cleaned,  the  petroleum  motor  of  the  boat 
is  connected  with  the  d3mamo. 

An  exact  statement  as  to  the  cost  of  cleaning  a  boiler  of  a  given 
size  could  not  be  made,  because  this  depends  to  a  great  extent  on  the 
construction  and  accessibility  of  the  boiler.  No  statement  could  be 
made  as  to  the  length  of  time  required  for  cleaning  a  boiler  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  above,  but  the  company  stated  that  in  compari- 
son with  the  old  method  of  cleaning  boilers  the  time  required  is 
very  short,  say,  two  days  instead  of  several  weeks.  Two  or  three 
men  are  required — one  foreman  for  i-unning  the  motor  and  the 
dynamo  and  to  superintend  the  work  in  general  and  two  men  for 
handling  the  apparatus.  It  was  stated  that  when  the  electric  power 
is  purchased  from  other  power  plants,  it  costs  only  about  2  crowns 
($0,536)  per  day  for  one  apparatus. 

This  consulate  is  informed  that  a  firm  in  Stockholm  has  used  a 
somewhat  similar  apparatus  driven  by  compressed  air,  but  that  this 
power  costs  considerably  more. 


A  BBITISH-INDIAN  MEBCANTILE  BUBEATJ. 

[Vice  Consul  John  Stuart  Hunt,  Calcutta,  India,  June  29.] 

It  is  proposed  to  establish  permanently  in  Calcutta  the  British  In- 
dian Mercantile  Bureau.  Stalls  on  the  lines  of  an  industrial  exhibi- 
tion are  to  be  erected  where  samples  of  goods,  working  models  of 
machinery,  etc.,  can  be  displayed.  The  primary  objects  of  the  bureau 
will  be  to  induce  British  manufacturers  to  place  their  goods  on  the 
Indian  market ;  to  introduce  all  available  buyers  to  the  exhibits ;  to 
gather  and  publish  all  information  which  will  be  of  use  to  manu- 
facturers regarding  the  marketing  of  their  goods,  and  the  kinds  of 
goods  required  by  the  market  here;  to  undertake  an  advertising 
campaign  for  exhibitors  in  either  English  or  the  language  of  the 
country  or  district;  to  publish  an  official  magazine,  and  to  mtroduce 
to  manufacturers  who  are  not  already  represented  in  the  country 
suitable  agents  or  representatives. 
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THE  MOTIOn-PICTUBE  BUSINESS  IN  GENOA. 

[Consul  General  J.  E.  Jones,  Genoa,  Italy,  June  15.1 

The  Italians  are  great  supporters  of  motion-picture  shows,  and 
the  business  is  developing  rapidly  in  all  parts  of  tne  Kingdom.  This 
is  remarkable  because  of  the  high  prices  which  prevail,  tickets  rang- 
ing from  10  cents  for  third  class  to  18  cents  for  first  class,  with  extra 
prices  for  expensive  films. 

The  city  of  Genoa  boasts  upward  of  50  cinematographs;  and 
while  the  large  majority  of  these  are  housed  in  small  rooms  or  halls, 
there  is  a  tendency  toward  more  pretentious  establishments,  and  a 
picture  theater  has  just  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $100,000. 
Most  of  the  motion-picture  houses  are  on  Twentieth  of  September 
Street,  which  is  the  principal  thoroughfare  of  Genoa  and  the  popidar 
promenade. 

Italian  love  for  adventure  and  all  emotional  impulses  finds  expres- 
sion in  the  demand  for  films  of  this  character.    A  film  of  intense 
tragedy  with  a  short  comic  reel  is  the  best  program  that  could  be 
presented. 
Advertising:  Hethods. 

The  cinematographs  are  well  advertised.  The  newspapers  carry 
regular  notices  for  the  more  important  theaters,  and  bill  posters 
are  also  extensively  employed.  These  are  carefully  attached  to  bill- 
boards by  means  of  tacks,  for  posters  are  expensive  and  economy 
suggests  continued  use.  Uniformed  criers  or  "barkers"  are  sta- 
tioned before  the  important  picture  houses  and  outline  the  thrills 
which  accompany  the  presentation  of  the  film. 

A  large  illuminated  sign  on  the  principal  square  of  the  city  flashes, 
at  intervals  of  a  minute,  the  advertisements  of  many  of  the  larger 
houses.  This  advertising  is  augmented,  as  in  the  United  States,  by 
statements  of  coming  attractions  thrown  on  the  theater  screens  dur- 
ing intermissions. 

Since  the  war  began,  some  of  the  more  enterprising  managers  show 
the  daily  positions  of  the  various  armies  by  the  aid  of  a  map  and 
tiny  flags.  To  this  is  added  a  short  bulletin  of  the  important  events 
of  the  day.  This  method  of  advertising  attracts  many  people  to 
the  motion-picture  houses. 

Another  method  of  advertising  is  the  issuance  of  coupons  with 
every  first-class  ticket  sold,  which,  when  presented  on  certain  days, 
entitle  the  holder  to  a  discount  of  30  per  cent. 
Xevenne  Stamps  on  Tickets — llnslo  a  Feature. 

The  success  of  the  cinematograph  was  utilized  during  the  early 
days  of  the  war  as  a  method  of  tax  collection,  and  since  November  12, 
1914,  all  tickets  to  motion-picture  houses  must  bear  a  revenue  stamp 
of  1  cent  gold.  Recently  there  has  been  a  proposal  to  increase  this 
tax  in  accordance  with  the  value  of  the  ticket,  but  the  matter  has 
been  postponed  until  the  end  of  June,  1916. 

One  of  the  good  features  of  the  picture  theaters  of  Italy  is  the 
ease  of  egress.  In  selecting  a  location  preference  is  given  to  prop- 
erty on  comers  of  streets  or  alleys,  and  the  doors  are  thrown  open 
during  intermissions  with  the  result  that  the  theater  is  quickly 
emptied.  Great  attention  is  paid  to  hygiene,  and  some  of  the  houses 
advertise  the  purification  of  the  air  by  germicidal  preparations. 
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As  one  would  naturally  expect  in  such  a  music-loving  country  as 
Italy,  great  attention  is  paid  to  the  orchestra.    In  some  of  the  better 
houses  it  is  the  practice  to  employ  15  or  20  musicians,  and  the  music 
furnished  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  entertainment. 
Foreigrn  and  Somettio  Films. 

Before  the  war,  films  were  obtained  from  the  great  supply  houses 
of  Europe  and  the  United  States,  but  now,  because  of  the  interrup- 
tion to  foreign  business,  Italian  producers  are  turning  out  a  large 
niunber  of  very  excellent  films  and  many  of  the  best  actors  of  Italy 
are  imder  contract  to  appear  in  film  plays.  There  is  still  some  im- 
portation from  foreign  countries,  but  this  does  not  amount  to  much 
at  the  present  time. 

There  is  an  American  agency  at  Milan  which  distributes  films 
throughout  Italy,  and  the  business,  in  my  opinion,  could  be  largely 
augmented  if  the  American  producers  would  cater  more  to  the  Ital- 
ian taste  for  emotion.  It  is  important  that  American  manufacturers 
who  seek  an  Italian  market  should  use  the  Italian  language  in  the 
printed  descriptions  of  scenes  and  incidents. 

A  short  time  ago  the  opera  I  Pagliacci  was  presented  as  a  motion 
picture,  with  the  music  of  the  opera  as  an  accompaniment.  The 
experiment  proved  a  great  success,  and  now  it  is  proposed  to  give 
motion  plays  or  other  operas  under  like  conditions.  Italian  pro- 
ducers are  showing  a  wonderful  aptitude  in  the  making  of  films, 
as  is  well  illustrated  by  the  production  of  Cabiria.  Indeed,  it  is 
my  opinion,  the  Italian  films  will  gradually  increase  in  popularity 
as  they  become  Imown. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  motion-picture  theaters  of  Genoa  may  be  had  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
officea  ReTlews  of  the  cinematograph  situation  in  Turin  and  Venice  appeared 
in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Keixjrts  for  July  20,  1914.] 

mniED  STATES  HAS  BECOBD  PEACH  CBOF. 

All  indications  at  present  are  that  the  1915  peach  crop  of  the 
United  States  will  be  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  country.  The 
total  of  58,000,000  bushels  reported  on  July  1  was  an  increase  of  8 
per  cent  over  last  year's  figures  for  the  corresponding  period,  but  it 
is  believed  that  the  real  extent  of  the  crop  when  completed  will  be 
greater  than  is  indicated  by  these  figures.  Many  of  the  larger  pro- 
ducing areas  will  have  substantially  increased  yields,  in  some  of 
which  there  was  a  dearth  last  year,  while  in  the  entire  country  there 
is  only  one  district— that  of  Colorado— in  which  the  crop  is  notice- 
ably shorter  than  in  1914. 

The  Texas  yield  will  be  much  larger  than  last  year;  Oklahoma's 
will  establish  a  new  record ;  Arkansas  and  the  Missouri  territory  will 
show  big  figures;  Georgia  will  equal  last  year;  new  records  will  be 
made  in  West  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  western  Pennsylvania ;  Dela- 
ware, New  Jersey,  and  Connecticut  yields  will  be  good ;  western  New 
York,  big;  Ohio  district  and  Michigan,  about  the  same  as  last  year; 
the  Northwest,  with  a  great  increase,  may  break  the  record;  and 
California  will  have  fully  as  many  peaches  as  last  year. 

As  some  of  these  big  producing  districts  will  develop  at  about  the 
same  period,  the  marketfng  problem  involved  will  be  one  requiring 
the  most  expert  attention  in  order  that  the  distribution  may  be  made 
to  the  best  advantage. 
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EITECT  OF  WAE  ON  ITEW  BBTnSTSWICK  FISH  IHDUSTEY. 

[Vice  Consal  Stanley  L.  WiUdnson,  St.  JTobn,  New  Brunswick,  July  80.] 

The  fishing  business  in  New  Brunswick  is  now  dull,  partly  because 
of  bad  weather  and  small  catches  but  chiefly  because  the  large  pack- 
ers and  canners  in  the  Province  are  unable  to  find  favorable  trans- 
portation facilities  and  markets,  as  in  former  years  the  larger  houses 
supplied  the  European  trade.  This  trade  being  almost  entirely 
stopped,  the  exporters  are  shipping  most  of  their  fish  to  the  Ameri- 
can market,  very  large  shipments,  especially  of  fresh  salmon,  being 
sent  from  St.  John.  Much  of  the  supply  comes  from  what  is  called 
the  "North  Shore,"  in  the  region  of  Chaleur  Bay,  which  includes 
Rcstigouclie  and  Gloucester  Counties,  New  Brunswick.  The  salmon 
from  this  region  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  St.  John  harbor  fish, 
which  is  considered  the  finest  in  the  world.  The  flesh  of  the  North 
Shore  fish  is  almost  white  in  color,  while  that  of  the  harbor  salmon  is 
a  delicate  pink  shade  and  the  meat  is  much  firmer  in  texture.  The 
harbor  fish  are  also  slightly  larger. 

Lower  Prioes  at  Boston  Than  St  7ohn. 

In  comparing  the  prices  of  salmon,  as  issued  by  the  Boston  Fish 
Bureau,  with  the  St.  John  market  standard,  it  will  be  found  that 
salmon  sells  at  a  much  lower  figure  in  Boston  than  in  this  city, 
notwithstanding  the  necessary  cost  of  shipping,  icing,  packing,  and 
cartage.  There  seems  to  be  no  difference  in  the  price  m  Boston  of 
the  two  very  diflFerent  kinds  of  salmon,  as  they  sell  in  Boston  from 
11  to  18  cents  retail,  according  to  the  "cuts,"  while  in  St.  John  the 
harbor  fish  retail  from  15  to  '25  cents,  the  tail  cut  averaging  from 
15  to  16  cents,  the  head  cut  from  15  to  18  cents,  and  the  middle  or 
"steak-cut"  from  20  to  25  cents.  However,  very  little  harbor 
salmon  is  being  shipped  from  this  port,  while  there  was  at  least  a 
carload  of  the  North  Shore  fish  forwarded  on  each  of  the  three 
weekly  boats  leaving  St.  John  during  last  month  (June)  and 
early  July. 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  European  crisis  has  had  a  considerable 
effect  on  the  Canadian  as  well  as  the  American  market,  perhaps 
mostly  because  North  Shore  and  Bay  of  Fundy  salmon  were  being 
sold  in  Boston  on  the  same  basis  of  equality  as  the  St.  John  harbor 
fish,  while  very  little  or  no  North  Shore  salmon  was  being  sold  in 
this  city,  thus  keeping  the  prices  higher  here,  where  the  fish  are 
bought  direct  from  the  boats,  than  in  Boston,  where  the  dealers 
or  merchants  were  necessarily  obliged  to  pay  the  additional  cost  of 
the  expense  of  shipping,  etc. 
Fishing  Statistics  for  New  Brunswick. 

Statistics  for  April,  1915,  show  the  value  of  the  New  Brunswick 
catch  to  have  been  $102,844.  Of  this  amount  $74,311  came  from 
Charlotte  Countv,  $25,052  from  St.  John  County,  and  $3,481  from 
Kent  County,    "f  he  alewife  catch  at  St.  John  was  valued  at  $21,150. 

Sardines  represented  the  largest  catch,  20,378  barrels,  valued  at 
$61,919,  being  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Deer  Island,  while  during 
April  of  last  year  (1914)  only  45  barrels  were  caught,  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  this  year  having  an  increase  of  more  than  20,000 
barrels.  Very  few  sardines,  however,  have  been  taken  lately,  owing 
to  extremely  bad  weather. 
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The  Fishery  Department  of  New  Brunswick  recently  lengthened 
the  open  season  for  taking  lobsters  from  June  15  to  July  1,  as  it  is 
claimed  that  moulting  does  not  take  place  until  July.  The  young 
lobster  moults  four  or  five  times  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  its 
life,  the  body  of  the  fish  increasing  in  size  with  each  moult,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  during  the  first  year  the  youthful  lobster  casts  its 
shell  a  dozen  or  more  times.  As  it  grows  older  the  moulting  process 
becomes  less  frequent,  and  old  lobsters,  it  is  believed,  moult  only 
every  two  or  three  years.  Moulting  takes  place  generally  in  July 
and  August,  hence  fishing  in  these  months  is  restricted. 


LAKE  BOATS  FOB  COASTWISE  AHD  FOBEIGN  SERVICE. 

[Consul  George  S.  Me3sersmltb,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  20.] 

The  transfer  of  lake  freighters  to  the  coastwise  and  foreign  carry- 
ing service  (which  was  noted  in  Commerce  Keports  for  Mar.  9  and 
May  20,  1915)  is  still  progressing,  and  it  is  attended  with  some  in- 
teresting details. 

The  tirie  Railroad  sold  four  of  its  boats,  the  Oswego,  the  George 
F.  Broumell,  the  Binghamton,  and  the  McCullough,  to  the  Staten 
Idand  Shipbuilding  Co.  over  a  month  ago.  The  McCullough  was 
the  only  one  able  to  pass  through  the  locks  of  the  Welland  Canal,  and 
it  has  arrived  at  Montreal  with  the  overhang  of  the  stern  piled  on 
the  afterdeck.  The  Oswego  has  been  cut  in  two  in  dry  dock  at 
Buffalo  and  bulkheaded,  and  is  now  ready  to  be  towed  in  two  parts 
to  Quebec.  The  Brownell  and  Binghamton  are  in  diy  dock  at 
Buffalo  and  will  be  similarly  cut  in  two  and  towed  to  the  coast. 

It  is  stated  that  plans  for  the  alterations  to  the  steamer  Mohawk, 
owned  by  the  Western  Transit  Co.,  have  been  siibmitted  to  three  lake 
shipbuilding  concerns  for  bids.  The  Utica,  Milwaukee,  and  Chicago, 
also  of  the  Western  Transit  Co.'s  fleet,  are  being  measured  to  deter- 
mine if  they  can  pass  through  the  Welland  Canal.  It  is  believed 
that  the  removal  of  the  engines  from  these  ships  will  enable  them  to 
pass  through  the  canal. 

Considerable  alterations  must  be  made  in  practically  all  the  lake 
boats  transferred  to  the  foreign  and  coastwise  trade.  The  deck 
houses  on  the  lake  boats  are  on  the  forward  and  afterpart  of  the 
ship.  These  must  be  removed  and  placed  in  the  middle  on  account 
of  the  heavy  seas  which  wash  over  the  bow.  The  lake  package 
freighters  are  usually  loaded  through  the  large  side  ports  by  trucks 
running  from  the  dock  into  the  ship.  For  coastwise  and  foreign 
service  these  large  side  ports  must  be  closed  and  loading  derricks  in- 
stalled fore  and  aft.  The  hatches  on  the  lake  boats  are  only  C  inches 
above  the  level  of  the  deck  and  these  on  ocean  boats  are  raised  to  18 
inches.  The  shifting  of  the  deck  houses  to  the  center  also  necessi- 
tates a  new  arrangement  of  the  hatches.  The  rudder  and  sternpost 
of  the  lake  steamers  must  also  be  altered  to  meet  the  insurance  re- 
quirements of  the  new  service. 

A  considei'able  number  of  fine  lake  steamers  are  not  available  for 
transfer  to  other  service  on  account  of  their  width  being  too  great 
for  the  present  locks  of  the  Welland  Canal. 
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CONSTBirCTION  WOBE  ABBOAD. 

ABOENTINA. 
[Consul  WUltam  Dawson,  Jr.,  Bosarlo,  June  19.] 
Hallway  Constmotlon. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  is  studying  the  . 
possibility  of  constructing  a  system  of  light  railways  of  the  Decau- 
ville  type  in  the  Territory  of  Misiones.  Either  Posadas  or  Apostoles 
would  De  selected  as  the  terminal,  thus  connecting  the  system  with 
the  Argentine  North  Eastern  Railway,  which  traverses  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  Territory  between  the  two  points  named.  With 
this  exception  Misiones  possesses  no  railways.  The  Territory  is  the 
seat  of  the  native  "yerba  mate"  (Paraguay  tea)  industry,  which  is 
considered  to  have  great  possibilities.  At  the  present  time  Argen- 
tina produces  approximately  1.000,000  kilos  (2,204,620  pounds)  of 
"yerba"  and  imports  about  52,000,000  kilos  (114,640,400  pounds) 
from  Brazil  and  Paraguay. 

The  Director  General  of  Railways  .has  been  requested  to  prepare 
preliminary  plans  and  estimates  for  the  railway  in  question,  which 
would  be  built  by  the  Government. 

It  is  announced  that  the  new  branch  railway  lines  built  by  the 
Government  from  Pichinal  to  Oran,  Province  of  Salta;  Catamarca 
to  La  Cruz,  Province  of  Catamarca;  and  Brache  to  Santa  Rosa  de 
Leales,  Province  of  Tucuman,  will  be  inaugurated  provisionally  on 
July  9, 1915. 

CANADA. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  July  31.] 
Keduced  Expenditure  on  Beads  in  Ontario. 

Last  year  the  actual  expenditure  on  road  construction  in  Ontario 
was  $847,000,  of  which  the  Provincial  Government  contributed  one- 
third.  The  estimates  for  this  year  provide  for  an  outlay  of  only 
$640,000,  though  this  amoimt  may  be  slightly  exceeded.  The  coun- 
ties entering  upon  road  construction  on  the  largest  scale  are  York 
(in  which  Toronto  is  situated),  Welland,  Halton,  and  Oxford.  Wel- 
land,  which  heads  the  list  in  this  respect,  set  out  in  the  spring  to 
spend  $200,000  or  more  upon  its  roads  during  this  year;  but  the 
highways  department  of  the  Province,  which  must  approve  of  all 
road  construction  undertaken  by  the  counties,  called  a  halt  because  in 
a  time  of  national  emergency  every  municipality  should  avoid  in- 
creasing the  strain  upon  the  financial  resources  of  the  Empire.  It 
is  stated  that  Welland  will  be  limited  to  an  expenditure  of  only 
$100,000. 

None  of  the  other  counties  proposed  sums  too  large  to  receive  ap- 
proval. The  Provincial  Government  grant  to  the  counties  this  year 
will  be  about  $230,000,  based  upon  the  one-third  proportion  of  recent 
years.  Under  the  new  highways  act  the  40  per  cent  basis  does  not 
become  operative  until  next  year. 

In  June  last  the  bank  loans  to  Canadian  municipalities  amounted 
to  $46,889,816,  that  amount  having  been  exceeded  only  once  in  the 
last  23  months.  The  large  aggregate  of  bank  loans  to  municipalities 
may  serve  to  explain  in  part  the  caution  displayed  by  the  Ontario 
highways  department. 
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CHnrA. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Jane  25.] 
Hongkong  Harbor  ImproTements. 

The  first  step  looking  toward  the  ultimate  improvement  of  the 
harbor  of  Hongkong  along  modern  lines  by  governmental  agency  has 
been  taken  in  the  action  of  the  legislative  comicil  of  Hongkong  in 
appropriating  a  small  sum  for  dredging  a  portion  of  the  harbor  for 
a  30-ioot  approach  to  and  berths  alongside  of  a  new  wharf  to  be 
erected  by  the  private  corporation  (the  Hongkong  &  Kowloon 
.Wharf  &  Godown  Co.  (Ltd.)  which  owns  and  controls  the  only 
modem  wharf  accommodations  in  Hongkong.  About  two  years  ago 
this  company  proposed  to  construct  a  new  wharf  for  accommodation 
of  vessels  up  to  C50  feet  in  length  and  corresponding  draft,  but  found 
that  the  approaches  to  their  property  would  not  admit  of  the  berth- 
ing of  vessels  with  over  28  feet  draft.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  colonial  government  at  the  time  and  was  referred  to  the  home 
government  (London).  As  a  result  of  the  negotiations  the  colonial 
government  has  agreed  to  dredge  two  berths  alongside  the  proposed 
wharf  to  a  depth  of  30  feet  at  lowest  spring  tide  and. to  dredge 
231,600  square  yards  of  harbor  as  approach  thereto.  The  work  will 
be  done  by  a  government  dredger  which  formerly  was  employed  in 
the  construction  of  the  large  typhoon  shelter  in  the  harbor. 

The  work  is  of  importance  chiefly  in  that  it  is  the  first  work  of  the 
sort  undertaken  by  the  Government  in  this,  one  of  the  greatest  ship- 
ping ports  of  the  world.  For  several  years  there  has  been  consid- 
erable agitation  in  British  shipping  and  governmental  circles  in  the 
Far  East  as  to  the  necessity  of  improving  portions  of  the  harbor  of 
Hongkong,  not  only  in  the  way  of  the  construction  of  modern  wharfs 
and  warehouses  in  addition  to  those  now  existing  as  the  property  of 
a  private  concern,  but  also  in  the  way  of  deepening  portions  of  the 
harbor  which  have  been  silted  up  somewhat  and  which  otherwise 
can  not  properly  handle  the  largest  ships  coming  into  the  harbor, 
which,  it  may  be  well  to  add,  are  American  and  have  to  do  directly 
with  the  cheap  handling  of  American  flour  and  other  freight. 

British  shipping  interests  on  the  whole  have  been  opposed  to  im- 
provement at  present  on  the  theory  that  so  long  as  Hongkong  could 
care  for  vessels  up  to  the  maximum  draft  allowed  by  the  Suez  Canal 
there  was  no  need  for  improvements  which,  when  really  undertaken, 
would  involve  immense  expenditures  and  represent  a  radical  depar- 
ture in  Hongkong  afi'airs.  The  need  of  additional  modern  accommo- 
dations for  ships  and  modem  means  of  handling  freight  is  being 
felt,  however,  and  the  increasing  probability  of  embarrassment  grow- 
ing out  of  the  use  of  the  Panama  Canal  by  large  ships  in  the  Hong- 
kong trade  is  leading  to  action. 

It  is  announced  by  the  colonial  government  that  the  plans  for  the 
reclamation  of  a  portion  of  the  harbor  along  what  is  miown  as  the 
"  Praya  East "  by  moving  several  hills  into  the  sea  (which  was  de- 
scribed in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  May  20,  1914)  are 
expected  to  materialize  at  no  distant  date.  The  inauguration  of  the 
enterprise  was  stopped  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe. 
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DOMIHICAH  KEPVBLIC. 
.   ( Vice  Consul  Joan  M.  Herrero,  Saoto  Domingo,  July.  8.] 
AqnedQCt  for  the  City  of  San  Pedro  de  Kacoris. 

On  April  23,  1915,  a  contract  was  entered  into  by  the  municipality 
of  San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  Dominican  Republic,  represented  by  its 
syndic,  and  Francisco  Escalona  D'  Castro,  a  contractor  of  San  Juan, 
P.  R.,  represented  by  Mr.  Arturo  Salas,  whereby  a  concession  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Escalona,  giving  him  or  his  assigns  the  right  to  use 
the  streets,  roads,  parks,  and  other  public  grounds  for  the  installation 
of  an  aqueduct  to  supply  water  to  the  city  of  Macoris.  The  dura- 
tion of  the  contract  is  fixed  at  50  years,  the  right  being  reserved  to 
the  municipality  to  acquire  said  aqueduct  at  the  end  of  15  years 
after  payment  of  its  value;  and  after  99  years  the  aqueduct  will 
become  the  property  of  the  municipality.  The  contract  is  now 
pending  before  the  National  Congress,  and  it  is  understood  that  as 
soon  as  the  latter  approves  it,  the  work  of  installation  will  begin. 

FKENCH  INDO-CHINA. 
[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggs,  Saigon.] 
Contemplated  Improvementa  in  Saigon  Harbor. 

Saigon,  like  other  ports  of  Indo-China,  is  nominally  under  the 
control  of  the  central  Department  of  Public  Works,  but  by  a  decree 
of  January  2, 1914,  it  was  granted  a  certain  degree  of  autonomy  and 
a  local  administrative  council.  This  Coimcil  of  Administration,  con- 
sisting of  12  members  and  assisted  by.  the  chief  engineer  of  the 
Cochin  China  division  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  has  a 
separate  budget  and  votes  improvements  and  money  subject  to  the 
veto  of  the  governor  of  Cochin  China.  This  council  met  for  the 
first  time  on  August  7,  1914. 

The  first  task  of  the  new  council  was  to  consider  an  extensive  sys- 
tem of  improvements  for  the  harbor  of  Saigon,  whose  facilities  are 
inadequate  for  the  accommodation  of  its  commerce.  At  a  recent 
meeting  the  following  program  was  agreed  upon,  to  be  put  into 
operation  as  soon  as  possible : 

1.  The  construction,  In  common  with  the  navy  yard,  of  a  dry  dock  300 
meters  (084  feet)  long,  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,600,000. 

2.  The  Installation  of  an  electric  towpath  along  the  Canal  of  Derivation, 
from  Saigon  to  Cholon  (4  or  5  miles),  at  a  cost  of  about  $2(X),000. 

3.  The  acquisition  of  a  floating  crane,  at  a  cost  of  about  $30,000. 

4.  The  construction  of  docks  for  the  mooring  of  small  boats,  at  a  cost  of 
about  $20,000. 

5.  The  construction  of  warehouses  and  an  inclosing  wall  for  the  customs 
along  the  quay  of  Khan-hoi.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  fixed  at 
$30,000. 

At  its  next  meeting  the  cotmcil  will  decide  upon  a  program  of  im- 
provements for  1916. 

[The  facilities.  Improvements,  and  charges  of  the  port  of  Saigon  will  be 
discussed  In  detail  In  Consul  Briggs's  annual  review  of  the  commerce  and  in- 
dustries of  his  district,  soon  to  be  published  as  a  supplement  to  Comuebcb 
Sepobts.] 

K£W  ZEAXASD. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  July  12.] 
Building  and  Constrnetion  Notes. 

Construction  work  in  New  Zealand  is  dull  at  present,  and  it  is 
understood  it  will  so  continue  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  Europe. 
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There  are  many  building  and  construction  works  in  contemplation 
in  different  parts  of  the  Dominion,  especially  at  Auckland  and 
Wellington,  that  are  expected  to  matrialize  when  conditions  become 
normal.  There  are  a  few  structures  and  enterprises  under  way 
and  contemplated  for  the  near  future,  as  enumerated  below. 

New  Bridire  Over  Ongarne  Blrer. 

A  260-foot  steel  and  concrete  double-deck  railroad  and  wagon- 
road  bridge  is  to  be  constructed  by  the  New  Zealand  Government 
over  the  Ongarue  Eiver.  It  is  expected  the  work  will  be  completed 
within  18  months. 

Hew  Befrigferating  Plant. 

The  Christchurch  Meat  Co.  (Ltd.).  of  Christchurch,  New  Zealand, 
are  erecting  an  addition  to  their  reirigerating  plant  in  connection 
with  their  slaughterhouse  at  Wanganui  at  a  cost  of  $486,650,  with  a 
capacity  of  200,000  sheep  carcases.  It  is  of  brick  construction,  and 
is  to  be  ready  for  business  by  August,  1916.  This  is  one  of  the 
largest  meat  companies  in  the  Dominion. 

Hew  Oarage  at  Wellington. 

A  $30,000  reinforced  concrete  building  is  under  construction  at 
Wellington,  New  Zealand,  for  an  up-to-date  garage,  being  the  fifth 
of  the  kind  in  that  city.  It  is  to  be  fitted  up  in  the  most  complete 
manner,  and  will  call  for  some  machinery.  The  contractor  is  W.  L. 
Thompson,  Wellington,  New  Zealand. 

New  Hotel  at  Wellington. 

An  up-to-date  hotel  is  being  erected  at  Wellington,  New  Zealand, 
at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  It  is  to  be  fire  and  earthquake  proof,  and  will 
have  a  hot-water  heating  plant.  This  will  also  call  for  a  large 
amount  of  plumbing  supplies,  as  all  bedrooms  are  to  be  supplied 
with  bathrooms.  The  contractors  are  Trevor  Bros.  (Ltd.),  Well- 
ington. 
Auckland  Office  Building. 

The  New  Zealand  Insurance  Co.  is  erecting  an  eight-story  fire- 
proof steel-frame  office  building  in  Auckland  at  a  total  cost  of 
about  $250,000.  Three  elevators  will  serve  the  public;  and  it  is 
proposed  to  have  it  up-to-date  in  every  particular.  The  company 
will  occupy  quite  a  portion  of  the  building  ns  offices.  About  800 
tons  of  structural  steel  will  be  used  in  the  buildings.  W.  J.  Grevatt 
&  Son,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  are  the  contractors. 
Construction  of  Central  Wharf  at  Auckland. 

Work  on  the  second  section  of  the  dock  improvements  at  Auck- 
land, New  Zealand,  will  begin  about  September  1,  1915,  which  con- 
sists of  what  will  be  known  as  the  Central  Wharf,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $250,000.  This  is  one  unit  of  the  port  improvements  that 
have  been  under  way  at  Auckland  since  1908,  estimated  to  cost 
when  completed  upward  of  $10,000,000.  The  work  is  being  don© 
by  the  Harbor  Board  of  whom  Harold  D.  Heather  is  chairman. 
Condensed-Kllk  Pactory. 

The  Nestles  &  An^lo  Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  of  London,  Eng- 
land, and  Cham,  Switzerland,  has  bought  a  site  for  a  milk-condens- 
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ing  factory  near  Palmerston,  New  Zealand,  to  cost  about  $500,000. 
It  is  understood  the  company  proposes  to  send  out  most  of  the  ma- 
terial and  machinery  as  well  as  men  to  erect  and  operate  it.  The 
only  other  condensed  milk  factory  in  this  Dominion  is  located  at 
Underwood,  New  2<ealand,  with  a  plant  valued  at  $243,325,  operated 
by  Murrays  (Limited),  which  produce  the  noted  "Highlander" 
brand. 

PHnrppiirE  islands. 

[Manila  Dally  Bulletin,  Jul;  3.] 
Construction  of  a  Sanatorium — Hew  Bridge. 

Authorizing  the  president  of  the  Philippine  Anti-Tuberculosis  So-, 
ciety  to  enter  into  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  its  proposed 
sanatorium,  and  deciding  in  favor  of  the  Balic-Balic  site  as  the 
most  advantageous  and  desirable  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings, 
the  society  yesterday  morning  voted  to  accept  the  report  of  its  special 
committee,  composed  of  Insular  Treasurer  Baldwin  and  Dr.  Bautista. 

From  the  Cedula,  road  and  bridge  fund,  $12,500  has  been  made 
available  to  the  Department  of  Engineering  and  Public  Works,  for 
constructing  the  Pedro  P.  Koxas  bridge  and  adjoining  estero  wall. 

Improving  Port  of  Cebn. 

The  work  of  improving  the  port  of  Cebu  is  being  rapidly  pushed 
by  the  Bureau  of  Public  Works.  The  waterfront  has  been  dredged 
to  a  depth  of  19  feet  from  the  market  to  the  angle  in  the  sea  wall, 
and  to  25  feet  from  the  angle  to  the  customhouse. 

The  di'edge  is  now  working  in  front  of  the  new  wharf  lowering 
its  depth  to  30  feet.  The  area  behind  the  new  wharf  and  adjoining 
the  United  States  Club  is  being  filled  in  with  dirt. 

The  asphalt  for  paving  all  the  streets  on  the  water  front  has  ar- 
rived and  is  being  laid  as  fast  as  weather  conditions  will  permit. 

This  will  make  Cebu  one  of  the  best  equipped  ports  in  the  Far 
East  with  her  3,000  feet  of  concrete  sea  wall  with  berths  for  2 
steamers  drawing  30  feet  of  water,  a  50-ton  crane  available  for  heavy 
lifts,  and  all  asphalt  paved  street  approaches. 

The  engineers  in  charge  estimate  that  all  the  improvements  now 
under  way  will  be  completed  within  the  next  two  months. 


WHEAT,  OATS,  AND  BABLEY  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

The  latest  figures  of  the  New  Zealand  Department  of  Agriculture 
place  the  1914^15  wheat  yield  at  6,486,070  bushels,  oats  at  11,436,300 
bushels,  and  barley  at  599,755  bushels,  or  average  returns  of  28.94, 
39.77,  and  32.53  bushels  per  acre,  respectively.  Each  of  these  totals 
is  an  improvement  on  the  department's  earlier  forecast  (see  Com- 
merce Eeports  for  June  7,  1915).  In  transmitting  this  information 
Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  of  Auckland,  remarks: 

There  has  been  n  gradual  decline  In  production  during  the  past  seven  years, 
due  to  some  extent  to  Increa  singly  dry  weather,  which  seems  to  visit  Austral- 
asia by  cycles,  and  to  overcropping  of  wheat,  oats,  or  barley  on  the  same  land. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  the  acreage  seede*!  to  these  crops  this  season 
will  be  much  in  excess  of  last  year,  so  there  may  be  n  fair  surplus  of  these 
grains  for  export. 
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UUSKBAT,  niFORTED  INTO  BOHEMIA,  BECOMES  PEST. 

[Consul  Charles  L.  Hoover,  Prague,  Bohemia,  Aastrla,  June  8.] 

The  common  Norway  migratory  rat,  which  is  found  in  practically 
all  parts  of  the  world,  is  common  in  Bohemia ;  but  as  most  buildings 
are  of  brick  or  stone  construction,  and  as  board  floors  are  but  little 
used  in  stables,  granaries,  or  similar  buildings,  nesting  places  are  not 
so  easily  found  as  in  the  buildings  on  most  American  farms,  and  the 
number  of  rats  is  easily  kept  down  by  cats  and  dogs.  Field  mice  are 
a  much  greater  nuisance  and  do  so  much  damage  that  it  is  frequently 
necessary  to  plow  up  entire  fields  on  account  of  their  burrowing. 
The  farmers  use  poisoned  grain  to  combat  them,  but  this  method 
is  not  wholly  satisfactory  as  domestic  fowls  and  animals  are  fre- 
quently killed  by  the  poison. 

By  lar  the  most  dangerous  pest  is  the  American  muskrat,  which 
was  introduced  on  the  estates  of  Prince  Colloredo-Mannsfeld  in  1905, 
and  since  that  time  has  distributed  itself  over  the  area  within  100 
miles  of  Dobrzisch,  near  Prague,  where  it  was  first  liberated.  It  has 
followed  the  course  of  the  Elbe  and  Moldau  Rivers  and  their  tribu- 
taries, and  it  is  reported  that  it  has  even  reached  some  of  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Danube. 

Xnskrat  Develops  Evil  Traits  Abroad. 

Like  the  rabbit  in  Australia  and  the  English  sparrow  in  America, 
the  muskrat  has  developed  a  long  list  of  evil  traits  of  which  it  is 
apparently  innocent  in  its  native  habitat.  The  streams  in  this  region 
are  controlled  by  dams  and  grassed  banks,  and  fifrh  culture  in  the 
ponds  formed  by  the  dams  is  a  leading  industry.  The  carp  raised 
m  these  ponds  form  a  very  important  part  of  the  food  supply  of  the 
country.  But  the  muskrat  undermines  both  the  dams  and  banks  so 
that  they  cave  in,  allowing  the  water  to  escape  and  with  it,  the  fish. 
It  is  also  stated  that  it  works  havoc  among  the  river  crabs  and  mus- 
sels, the  former  furnishing  a  large  food  supply  and  the  latter  the 
shell  which  supports  important  industries.  Further,  it  catches  fi«h, 
disturbs  their  feeding  and  spawning  and,  when  other  food  is  insuffi- 
cient, it  eats  growing  grain  and  vegetables  and  destroys  the  eggs  of 
both  wild  and  domestic  fowl. 

It  is  said  that  the  muskrat  attains  a  greater  size  here,  and  that 
the  fur  is  ^eatly  inferior  to  that  of  the  American  muskrat,  so  in- 
stead of  being  regarded,  as  in  America,  as  a  valuable  fur-bearing 
animal  of  comparatively  harmless  habits,  it  is  looked  upon  here  as 
a  real  pest. 
Agrienltural  Council  Kecommends  Sestruction. 

The  Agricultural  Council  of  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia  has  not 
only  recommended  the  destruction  of  the  muskrat  in  every  way 
possible,  but  it  has  made  the  digging  out  of  the  nests  obligatory. 
Trapping  and  poisoning  are  among  the  means  of  extermination 
mentioned,  and  a  special  muskrat  trap  made  by  an  American  firm 
is  recommended  by  the  council. 

American  manufacturers  of  rodent  poisons  may  communicate 
with  the  Praesidium  des  Landeskulturrates  fuer  das  Koenigreich 
Boehmen,  Prague,  Bohemia,  Austria,  or  with  dealers,  lists  of  whose 
names  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


692  COMlklEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

DECEEASED  TIELD  FOB  YEAR  IN  SCOTCH  FISHERIES. 

(Consul  Rntos  Fleming,  Bdinburgb,  Scotland,  July  21.1 

The  Scottish  Fishery  Board,  in  its  report  for  1914,  states  that  the 
sea  fish  of  all  kinds  landed  within  the  year  amounted  to  7,440,321 
hundredweight,  of  the  value  of  $15,614,340.  This  is  a  decrease  in 
value  as  compared  with  the  preceding  jrear  of  $3,840,549,  and  in 
quantity  of  388,029  hundredweight.  This  result  was  obtained  by 
8,869  fishing  vessels,  manned  by  crews  numbering  37,594.  In  1913 
there  were  8,991  vessels,  with  crews  numbering  38,262. 

The  herring  catch  of  1914  amounted  to  4,383,265  hundredweight 
in  quantity  and  $6,516,467  in  value,  as  compared  with  4,449,323  hun- 
dredweight and  $10,160,005  in  1913.  The  average  price  per  hundred- 
weight received  by  fisherman  was  $1.49,  as  against  $2.28  in  1913. 
The  export  of  cured  herring  was  1,057,188  barrels,  compared  with 
1,385,323  barrels  in  1913. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  fisheries  and  various  sub- 
sidiary industries  m  1914  was  87,119.  Of  these,  37,594  manned  the 
fishing  fleet,  16,068  were  gutters  and  packers  of  herrings,  11^11  were 
engaged  in  the  carrying  trade,  and  the  remainder  were  engaged  in 
other  operations  connected  with  the  fishing  industry. 

The  War  as  a  Close  Time. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  about  70  per  cent  of  the  sea  fish  landed 
in  Scotland  annually  is  taken  from  the  North  Sea,  it  was  inevitable 
that  any  war  which  involved  naval  operations  in  that  area  would 
seriously  affect  the  fish  supply.  The  catch  for  1914  therefore  shows 
a  large  falling  off  from  the  standard  of  recent  years.   The  report  says : 

Considering,  bowcver,  that  flshinf;  operations  were  restricted  for  nearly  half 
of  tlie  year,  tlie  decrease,  as  conuiared  with  the  catch  of  1913,  is  much  less  than 
might  have  been  expected,  and  tills  Is  due  to  the  foct  that  at  the  date  when 
war  WHS  declared  the  catch  of  practically  every  species  of  sea  flsh  showed  a 
Bul)stantlal  Increase  over  the  preceding  year's  figures  at  the  corresponding  date ; 
and  hiid  flshlng  oiierations  pursued  their  normal  course,  the  indications  are 
that  the  year  under  review  would  have  been  a  notably  successful  one. 

'llie  doorcase  Is  nevertheless  sufficiently  serious,  and  It  is  beyond  question 
that  the  situation  created  by  the  war  is  bearing  very  heavily  upon  the  fishing 
industry.  Yet  from  a  purely  fl.shery  point  of  view  the  war  is  perhaps  not  a 
wholly  unmitigated  evil,  since  it  has  established  an  effective  close  time  over 
the  greater  part  of  the  North  Sea.  Whether  justified  or  not,  the  conviction 
has  been  growing  In  fishery  circles  that  in  consequence  of  the  ever-Increasing 
intensity  of  fishing  operations  in  that  area  the  grounds  are  being  gradually 
liupovcrished.  It  is,  of  course,  of  vital  importance  that  the  stock  of  flsh  should 
be  conserved,  and  various  measures  have  been  advov-ated  from  time  to  time  with 
that  object  In  view,  among  others  the  compulsory  closing  of  sections  of  the 
North  Sea ;  and  if  there  is  any  virtue  In  this  measure,  there  should  be  a  marked 
Increase  lu  the  productivity  of  the  grounds  when  they  are  again  opened  to 
flsbin;.'. 

It  is  certain  that  in  normal  circumstances  it  could  have  been  put  into  force, 
if  at  all,  only  after  protracted  negotiations  between  the  various  countries  inter- 
este<l,  but  the  war  has  furnished  a  unique  opixirtuuity  of  putting  it  to  the  test, 
anil  its  effect  will  be  watched  both  by  ichthyologists  and  practical  fishermen 
with  the  keenest  Interest. 


As  a  result  of  the  trade-extension  efforts  of  the  Athens  consulate 
general,  a  prominent  commission  firm  in  that  Greek  city  has  added 
American  asphalt,  electrical  goods,  metals,  and  machinery  to  the  lines 
which  it  handles. 
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TRADE-EXTENSION  WORE  IN  FRANCE. 

[Coosnl  William  Bardel,  Epernay,  July  7.] 

The  fact  that  American  goods  are  now  much  more  in  evidence 
in  this  district  than  they  were  formerly  would  indicate  that  the 
efforts  of  this  consulate  were  not  in  vain;  but  direct  proofs  are  only 
sparingly  visible.  The  introduction  of  American  hydraulic  pumps 
and  presses,  the  establishing  of  an  agency  at  liheims  for  American 
lubricating  oil,  the  introduction  of  several  machines  for  special 
purposes,  and  a  few  minor  transactions  between  American  exporters 
and  merchants  in  this  district  may  be  credited  to  the  labors  of  this 
consulate. 

Since  the  war  began  the  influx  of  American  ^oods,  except  food- 
stuffs, has  come  to  a  standstill,  and  foodstufts  reach  here  only 
through  agents  at  large  commercial  centers,  principally  Paris  and 
Havre. 

Specific  results  brought  about  through  the  efforts  of  this  con- 
sulate may  become  more  visible  after  the  war  is  over,  especially  if 
the  French  Government  should  give  the  merchants  of  this  district 
customhouses  through  which  they  can  personally  attend  to  their 
importations. 

While  this  consulate  sends  commercial  reports  which  might  be  of 
interest  to  American  industry  whenever  a  suitable  occasion  presents 
itself,  and  while,  also,  all  commercial  letters  are  being  answered 
specific  results  can  rarely  ever  be  stated.  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
few,  if  any,  American  goods  ever  reach  this  inland  district  directly 
from  the  United  States. 


WHEAT  CROP  OF  PORTTIGAl. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  July  8.] 

Portugal  will  import  about  120,000  tons  of  wheat  to  supply  the 
deficiency  of  the  harvest  year."  Owing  to  an  excessive  rainfall,  the 
native  crop  is  estimated  at  only  200,000  tons.  The  yield  is  average 
in  the  districts  of  Portalegre,  Evora,  and  Beja,  mediocre  in  Lisbon 
and  Santarem,  and  poor  in  Eibatejo,  Grandola,  Alcacer  do  Sal,  and 
S.  Tiago  da  Cacem. 

The  average  annual  deficit  of  wheat  in  Portugal  is  53,000  tons, 
although  the  country  is  able  to  produce  a  surplus  under  favorable 
conditions,  such  as  prevailed  in  1911,  when  the  yield  was  22,000  tons 
in  excess  of  requirements.  The  annual  importations  since  1905  have 
been:  1905,  35,274,000  pounds;  1906,  154,323,000  pounds;  1907, 
211,643,000  pounds;  1908,  110,231,000  pounds;  1909,  110,231,000 
pounds;  1910,  132,277,000  pounds;  1911,  119,049,000  pounds;  1913, 
346,125,000  pounds;  and  1914,  249,122,000  pounds. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  Portugal  could  produce  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  wheat  if  more  modem  methods  were  introduced.  The  wooden 
plow  of  the  Romans,  the  sickle,  the  flail,  and  the  treading  floor  are 
employed  generally.  The  low  cost  of  labor  (30  to  50  cents  a  day), 
the  character  of  the  country,  and  the  poverty  of  the  small  proprietor 
are  reasons  for  prevailing  conditions. 

•The  Portugaese  GoTernment  has  authorized  Importation  up  to  a  total  of  200,000 
metric  tons  of  wheat.    See  Couuebci  Rxpobts  tor  Aug.  4,  1815. 
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TOBACCO  DTDirSTBT  STATE  MONOPOLT  IH  TTnSHS. 

[Consul  General  A.  Ganlln,  Maraellle,  France,  Jane  26.] 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  tobacco  in  Tunis  is  a  Government 
monopoly,  and  private  imports  are  allowed  only  to  the  extent  of 
10  kilos  (22.4  pounds)  of  manufactured  tobacco  per  person  per  year. 
The  rates  of  customs  duty  for  these  imports  are,  per  100  kilos  (220.4 
pounds:  Cigars  and  cigarettes,  $694.80;  chewing  tobacco  and  snuflf, 
$289.50;  smoking  tobacco — from  the  Levant,  $482.50;  from  all  other 
countries,  $289.50. 

These  rates  apply,  except  as  noted,  to  the  imports  from  all  coun- 
tries indiscriminately.  The  importation  of  leaf  tobacco  by  private 
persons  is  prohibitetl.  Government  imports  are  duty  free.  Imports 
of  tobacco  into  the  Kegency  during  1914  were : 


Countries  of  oriciu. 


Leaf  (obaoco 

Algeria 

Austria , 

Belgium 

Greece 

Turkey 

German; 

Bussia 

United  Stales 

Manufactured  tobacco 

France 


Poimds. 


1,854, 
C7, 
187, 

322, 
251, 
45, 
36, 
£43, 
19C, 
65, 


Value. 


Cotmtn'es  of  origin. 


$157,29'! 
6,699 
6,373 
193 
29,130 
24, 125 
4,825 
2,993 
84,960 
43,610 
13,652 


Manufactured  tobacco— Con 

Algeria 

BelRium 

Italy 

Malta 

Switzerland 

Greece 

Gennany  

Holland 

Egypt 


Poiuids. 


76,646 

652 

617 

14,559 

6,627 

7,864 

86 

34,200 

189 


Value. 


tl2,612 

231 

469 

4,348 

1,313 

811 

15 

12,0S2 

58 


The  imports  of  manufactured  tobacco  consist  chiefly  of  cigarettes. 
The  consumption  of  cigars  is  much  smaller  than  that  of  cigarettes. 
Pipe  smoking  is  almost  exceptional.  Chewing  tobacco  is  not  used 
to  any  considerable  extent.  The  total  production  of  manufactured 
tobacco  in  the  country  averages  about  1,400  metric  tons  annually. 

Owing  to  the  Government  monopoly  it  is  impossible  to  arrange 
for  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  by  private  parties.  In  order  to  intro- 
duce American-manufactured  tobacco  in  the  regency  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  submit  offers  to  Monsieur  le  Directeur  de  la  Regie  Tunisienne 
(Alonopole  des  Tabacs) ,  at  Tunis. 


UVE  STOCK  DECBEASES  IN  IBELAND. 

[Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  July  10.] 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland  has  issued  a  statement  showing  the  live  stock  in  Ireland  on 
June  1,  1914  and  1915: 


Jane  1,1914. 


June  1,  IflU. 


Horses: 

Used  (or  agricultural  purposes 

Unbroken,  1  year  old  and  upward 
Under  1  year 

Cattle 

Sbeep 

Pigs 

Poultry 


393,646 

96,790 

55,933 

6,051,645 

3,<00,{61 

1,305,638 

X,918,749 


356,460 

76,680 

53,964 

4,844,386 

8,599,519 

1,305,035 

36,041,017 
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EZFOBT  GOODS  UTTST  BE  AS  BEFBESEHTED. 

[Consal  General  B.  D.  Wlnslow,  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  3nij  13.] 

A  large  quantity  of  merchandise,  food  products,  provisions,  and 
grain  have  lately  been  purchased  by  Danish  merchants  direct  from 
the  United  States  for  the  first  time  in  their  business  career.  The 
war  situation  has  made  the  experiment  necessary. 

The  Danish  concerns  have  heretofore  bought  through  agents  or 
middlemen  from  adjacent  coimtries.  Their  method  of  dealing  with 
America  has  been  similar  to  their  dealings  with  firms  in  neighboring 
countries.  If  coffee  be  purchased,  the  seller  is  required  to  send  a 
sample  and  the  buyer  accepts  the  offer  subject  to  its  conforming  to 
sample. 

Now  many  Danish  importers  are  complaining  that  they  have 
bought  and  paid  for  at  the  American  seaport  goods  according  to 
sample,  and  that  the  goods  on  arrival  were  not  up  to  grade.  I  have 
been  asked  to  be  present  at  the  sampling  of  a  consignment  of  coffee 
which  experts,  appointed  by  the  commerce  court,  declared  to  be 
very  inferior  to  the  sample. 

I  also  attended  the  sampling  of  a  shipment  of  tobacco  sold  by 
sample  which  the  experts  declared  unfit  for  use.  The  buyer  bought 
by  sample  tobacco  cuttings,  but  the  goods  shipped  could  not  be 
classified.  In  both  these  instances  the  buyer  paid  for  the  goods  in 
New  York  when  they  were  placed  on  shipboard. 

These  happenings  are  unfortunate  and  hurt  trade.  It  is  suggested 
to  American  exporters  of  perishable  and  semiperishable  goods  thad 
if  they  are  sold  by  sample  they  carefully  pack  a  sample  with  the 
goods  shipped,  or,  if  possible,  retain  in  their  possession  a  part  of  the 
sample  by  which  their  goods  are  sold,  so  that  if  goods  arrive  not  in 
conformity  with  sample  held  here  by  buyer  the  American  seller  can 
show  that  the  damage  must  have  occurred  in  transit. 

In  the  cases  mentioned  lawsuits  will  result  and  timidity  is  en- 
gendered among  Danish  importers.  Only  goods  actually  needed  are 
f)urchased  at  present,  as  American  terms  are  so  severe  (cash  on  de- 
ivery  at  the  ship's  side) ,  and  the  chance  of  loss  if  goods  are  not  up 
to  sample  is  very  great. 


CBTOIITE  OOHES  FBOH  GBEENLANS. 

Cryolite  is  not  produced  in  the  United  States,  the  entire  supply 
used  being  imported  from  Ivigtut,  an  Eskimo  hamlet,  on  the  southern 
coast  ofGreenland.  Our  imports  in  1914  were  4,612  tons,  average 
value  $20.47. 

Cyrolite  is  a  sodium  and  aluminum  fluoride  that  crystallizes  in  the 
monoclinic  system.  It  is  an  important  ore  of  aluminum,  and  is  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  alum,  sodium  hydrate  (for  making  soap),  so- 
dium carbonate,  and  other  salts.  It  is  also  employed  in  making 
opaque  white  glass,  sometimes  called  hot-cast  porcelain,  which  is  said 
to  m  prepared  by  fusing  together  100  parts  of  silica,  85  parts  of 
cryolite,  and  15  parts  of  zinc  oxide. 
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VAXEHCIA  WUTE  OBAFES  AlH)  DENIA  BAISINS. 

[Consul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  Valencia,  Spain,  July  16.] 

There  is,  apparently,  a  very  doleful  prospect  ahead  for  the  1915 
wine  and  raisin  crops.  Atmospheric  conditions  are  to  blame.  The 
situation  is  concisely  stated  in  a  late  press  comment  as  follows : 

The  weather  could  not  be  more  unfavorable  for  the  agriculturist  Just  as  he 
was  freed  from  the  disastrous  effects  of  drought  a  new  calamity  more  ruinous 
than  water  scarcity  made  its  appearance.  Hardly  a  dny  passes  without  some 
abnormal  atmospheric  phenomena,  followed  by  n  humid  hot  temperature  which 
promotes  the  rapid  development  of  cryptogamic  diseases  in  vineyards  and 
orchards. 

Mildew,  black  rot,  and  odium  have  spread  among  the  vineyards  to 
an  alarming  degree,  destroying  in  a  few  weeks  the  earlier  hope  of  a 
good  crop  based  on  timely  copious  rainfall. 

Mildew  is  more  or  less  present  among  the  vines  every  year  and 
at  all  seasons,  but  its  influence  is  largely  neutralized  by  the  dry. 
hot  land  breezes — ^"terrales"  or  "ponientes,"  as  they  are  called — 
which  periodically  sweep  seaward  from  the  interior  "plains.  These 
have  been  singularly  lacking  this  season,  the  rainfall  has  been  ex- 
ceptionally heavy  and  continuous,  and  the  atmosphere  humid  and  hot. 
Not  since  1888,  according  to  local  authorities,  have  vineyards  con- 
tended with  such  severe  conditions.  Mildew  appeared  in  a  bad  form 
in  the  summer  of  1912,  but  its  effects  were  minimized  by  prevailing 
land  breezes.  It  was  even  more  prevalent  in  1913,  when  new  fields, 
planted  with  American  stock,  were  attacked.  In  1914  mildew  and 
phylloxera  caused  60  per  cent  loss  in  the  wine  crop  and  cut  the 
raisin  yield  almost  in  half.  (See  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports 
of  Dec.  24,  1914.) 

Writing  in  the  daily  press  of  July  6,  the  agronomic  engineer  of  the 
Valencia  district  says:  "The  actual  situation  of  Valencian  vine- 
yards is  as  follows :  Phylloxera  everywhere ;  intense  general  invasion 
of  mildew,  which  has  attacked  the  grapes  as  well  as  the  vine; 
reappearance  of  odium  in  regions  which  have  escaped  it  for  many 
years ;  extended  ravages  of  black  rot ;  and  considerable  damage  from 
insects."  Although  it  is  too  late  to  minimize  the  damage,  he  recom- 
mends prompt  measures  to  save  part  of  the  crop  and  prepare  the 
plants  lor  next  season,  using  the  Bordeaux  formula  (sulphate  of 
copper,  quicklime,  and  water),  followed  by  sprinkling  with  a  dry 
mixture  of  sulphur  and  sulphate  of  copper,  treating  the  entire  plant, 
including  young  shoots,  leaves,  grapes,  and  trunk. 

The  ill  success  attending  the  wine  industry  during  recent  years 
has  doubtless  produced  a  spirit  of  indifference  among  growers  with 
respect  to  vine  cultivation.  Not  only  has  it  been  difficult,  nay  impos- 
sible, to  escape  the  plagues  which  cut  down  production,  but  the 
commercial  outlets  are  constantly  diminishing.  In  some  localities 
vineyards,  known  to  be  infected  with  phylloxera,  are  uprooted  en- 
tirely or  cultivated  indifferently  pending  the  maturity  of  almond  or 
carob  trees  planted  among  them,  those  fruits,  like  grapes,  being 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  hilly  semiarid  calcareous  soils  where  the 
vines  have  been  cultivated  from  time  immemorial. 

Beports  from  the  Denia  raisin  district  indicate  that  the  muscatel 
grapes  are  suffering  severely  from  the  conditions  above  outlined, 
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and  as  a  consequence  the  crop  this  season  is  likely  to  fall  below  that 
of  1914,  which  was  only  13,5-13  metric  tons  (2,204.6  pounds  to  the 
ton). 


WATEE  POWEKS  ON  THE  NIPIGON  EIVEE, 

{Consul  Henry  P.  Starrctt,  Fort  WUUam,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  26.1 

It  is  reported  that  the  water  power  of  the  Nipigon  River — which 
stream  has  its  outlet  on  the  north  sliore  of  Lake  Superior  in  the 
Thunder  Bay  district  of  Ontario — is  one  of  the  largest  and  best  of 
the  undeveloped  accessible  water  powers  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
The  total  descent  is  said  to  be  250  feet,  of  which  nearly  175  feet  could 
probably  be  utilized.  The  Hydroelectric  Commission  of  the  Province 
of  Ontario  made  the  following  report  as  to  the  head  and  power  avail- 
able at  different  localities  along  the  river : 


Locality. 


U«ad. 


Estimated 
low-water  flow. 


Minimum 
24-bour  power. 


Cameron  Rapids 

Splitrock 

Island  rortage 

White  Chute 

Victoria  Rapids 

Camp  Miner  Kapids 

VirgfiiFalls 

Flatrock 


FteU 
38.0 
15.0 

9.5 
13.0 
10.0 

7.0 
2S.0 
38.0 


Cvt,ft.  per  tee. 

5,soa 

5,900 
6,500 
5,500 
6,500 
5,500 
6,500 
6,500 


Hmepoiea. 
19,500 
7,500 
4,750 
6,000 
6,000 
3,300 
12,600 
19,000 


Suggested  Fower-Statton  Sites. 
The  report  further  states : 

The  Nipigon  Klver  is  the  largest  strentn  entering  Lake  Superior  and  its 
drainage  basin  covers  an  area  of  over  6,000  square  miles  in  a  rocky  district, 
where  the  average  annual  rninfall  probably  exceeds  20  inches.  Lake  Nipigon 
could  also  be  converted  into  an  excellent  storage  basin  at  a  relatively  small 
expenditure,  permitting  the  regulation  of  the  flow  and  rendering  it  possible 
largely  to  increase  the  rate  of  flow  above  the  minimum  figures  given  in  the 
report  of  the  commission. 

At  the  present  time  the  nearest  large  centers  of  population  are  at  Port  Ar- 
thur and  Fort  William.  The  distance  from  Port  Arthur  to  the  Canadian 
Pacific  RaUwny  bridge  over  the  river  Is  a  little  under  CO  miles.  A  power  plant 
at  Cameron  Pool  would  be  14  miles  and  one  at  Virgin  Falls  would  be  about  30 
miles  north  of  the  railway,  and  each  would  be  about  85  miles  from  Port  Arthur. 

The  Nipigon  River  powers  will  probably  best  serve  pulp  and  paper  mills  or 
electric  smelting  plants  situated  somewhere  on  Nipigon  Bay,  where  the  shores 
give  excellent  opportunity  to  establish  good  wharf  facilities. 

Supply  of  Fnip  Wood  Almost  Inexhaustible. 

In  this  connection  it  is  important  to  note  that  the  Nipigon  district 
contains  an  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of  good  pulp  wood,  large 
quantities  of  which  are  being  constantly  shipped  to  pulp  mills  in 
the  United  States.  In  consideration  of  the  supply  of  raw  material, 
the  available  water  power,  and  its  shipping  facilities,  it  would  ap- 

{>ear  that  an  almost  ideal  site  exists  here  for  the  establishment  of  a 
arge  pulp  or  paper  mill.  In  1912  a  Toronto  syndicate  planned  to 
develop  such  a  mill  on  the  Nipigon  River,  but  the  business  depres- 
sion oi  1913  forced  them  to  abandon  their  plan  for  the  time  being. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


698  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

AHEKICAN  SmPPma  INCBEASE  THBOirOH  TAUFICO. 

[Vice  Consul  Thomas  H.  Bcvan,  Tamplco,  Mexico,  Jal7  27.] 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  entitling  foreign- 
built  vessels  owned  by  American  capital  to  obtain  American  registry, 
there  has  been  a  gi-eat  increase  in  the  American  shipping  through  this 
port.  The  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  New  Jersey  has  recently  placed  16 
of  its  German  oil-carrying  steamers  engaged  in  the  Tampico  trade 
under  the  American  flag ;  the  Petroleum  Transport  Co.  has  placed  its 
6  big  British-built  tankers  under  the  American  flag;  and  the  Texas 
Oil  Co.  has  also  changed  the  flags  of  4  barges  and  1  tanker  from  the 
Belgian  to  the  American  flag.  Several  other  companies  have  pur- 
chased foreign-built  ships  and  placed  them  under  the,  American  flag. 
The  Freeport  &  Tampico  Fuel  Oil  Transportation  Co.  purchased  the 
old  Dutch  tanker  La  Ileshayne,  and  the  Pierce  Navigation  Co.  pur- 
chased the  Harry  ^V ads  worth,  and  put  them  under  the  American  flag 
for  the  Mexican  trade. 

Several  of  the  other  American  companies  owning  tankers  imder 
the  British  flag  are  waiting  to  see  the  results  of  the  new  shipping  bill 
before  changing  over  to  the  American  flag.  The  New  York  &  Cuba 
Mail  Steamship  Co.  has  placed  the  American  flag  on  all  of  its  cargo- 
carrying  steamers  that  formerly  flew  the  Cuban  flag. 

All  these  ships  have  been  running  regularly  to  Tampico  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  following  statistics  show  the  great  increase 
in  American  shipping  through  this  port  during  the  past  two  years. 
During  the  fiscal  year  1910-11  only  50  American  ships  entered  and 
cleared  from  the  port  of  Tampico;  during  1911-12  this  number 
was  increased  to  78;  during  1912-13  it  went  to  173.  This  increase 
was  caused  by  the  scarcity  of  foreign  oil  ships,  which  compelled  the 
American  oil  companies  to  take  the  American-built  ships  from  the 
coastwise  trade  and  put  them  in  the  Mexican  trade.  During  the 
year  1913-14  the  number  dropped  back  to  144,  with  a  tonnage 
amounting  to  216,489  tons.  This  drop  was  due  to  the  unsettled 
political  conditions  in  Mexico  and  the  high  freight  rates  caused  by 
the  European  war,  which  diverted  a  number  of  oil  ships  from  this 
trade. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  (1914^15)  393  American  ships,  with  a  ton- 
nage amounting  to  1,151,969  tons,  entered  and  cleared  from  this 
f)ort.  As  the  effects  of  the  new  shipping  bill  were  not  felt  until  the 
atter  part  of  the  year,  it  is  probable  that  over  500  American  ships 
will  call  here  during  the  present  fiscal  year.  The  Petroleum  Trans- 
port Co.,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Huasteca  Petroleum  Co.,  has  just  con- 
tracted for  building  three  additional  tank  steamers  of  55,000,  70,000, 
and  90,000  barrels  carrying  capacity,  respectively.  These  ships  are 
being  built  by  the  Harlan  &  HoUingsworth  Co.,  William  Cramp  & 
Sons,  and  the  New  York  Ship  Building  Co.,  and  are  being  con- 
structed in  American  yards,  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  engage  in  the 
coastwise  trade,  a  privilege  which  its  other  tank  steamers  do  not 
have,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  were  built  in  foreign  yards. 


India's  railways — steam  and  electric — with  big  folder  mapj  are  fully 
described  in  the  new  India  Hand  Book,  for  sale  at  the  nominal  price 
of  $1  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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FOBEION  TItADE  OPPOBTUJMITIES. 

Reflerred  addresies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  branok  ofllcea.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  nmmber  given. 

TToHpape/'.sfcoca,  etc.,  No.  17817. — ^A  firm  In  Siberia  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  Information 
from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  dry  goods,  footwear  for 
women,  wall  paper,  etc. 

Yams,  No.  17818. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  has  expressed  a  desire  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  ramie  yarns  ^32  and  3/50  metric  counts, 
suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  incandescent  mantles. 

Telephone  system.  No.  17819. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  East  has 
transmitted  a  report,  together  with  blue  prints,  specifications,  etc.,  relative 
to  an  opportunity  for  the  Installation  and  suijply  of  equipments  for  a  tele- 
phone system.  A  copy  of  the  report  may  be  had  on  application,  and  the 
blue  prints,  etc.,  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 

Lumber,  No.  17820. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  In  Brazil  reports  that  a  business  man  in  that 
country  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  yellow  pine.  References 
are  given. 

Electric  fans,  No.  17821. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports  that 
an  electrical  engineer  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication 
with  an  American  manufacturer  of  electrical  goods  used  In  hotels  and  office 
buildings,  particularly  electric  fans.  The  man  Is  about  to  furnish  the 
electrical  equipment  for  a  large  hotel,  and  also  desires  to  submit  bids  for 
other  buildings.  Catalogues  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  nt  once.  The 
man  is  willing  to  pay  cash  against  documents  in  foreign  country.  Corre, 
spondence  may  be  in  English. 

Window  sashes,  door  frames,  etc..  No.  17822. — A  business  man  in  Brazil 
Informed  one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  yellow  pine,  window  sashes,  and  door  frames.  These  sashes 
and  door  frames  should  be  made  according  to  his  speclflcationa  He  desires 
90  days'  credit. 

Tobacco  pouches,  No.  17823. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Uruguay  reports 
that  a  tobacco  importer  In  his  district  desires  to  buy  rubber  tobacco  pouchea 
and  asks  that  samples,  prices,  etc.,  be  sent  at  once.  Corresiwndence  is 
preferred  in  Spanish. 

I/umher,  No.  17824. — A  firm  In  Russia  has  requested  an  American  consular 
officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  exporters  of 
mahogany  and  walnut.  The  firm  desires  to  act  as  agent.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  ESigllsh.  References  are  given.  Wetghts,  measures,  etc.,  should 
be  stated  In  Russian  equivalents  and  quotations  should  be  made  c.  I.  f. 
Vladivostok. 

Bent-icood  chairs.  No.  17825. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau 
reports  that  a  firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  bent-wood  chairs  and  settees  and  theatrical 
chairs  and  seats. 

Jute  boos.  No.  17826. — A  firm  of  manufacturers  in  Greece  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  cable  quotations  from  American 
exporters  of  jute  bags,  to  be  used  as  containers  for  currants  and  figs. 
Prices  should  be  quoted  for  1,000  bags  and.  If  possible,  be  made  c.  I.  f. 
destination.    Communications  may  be  in  English. 

Photographic  supplies^  No.  17827. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  re- 
ports that  he  believes  that  photographers  in  his  district  might  be  interested 
in  American  cameras  and  photographic  supplies.  Catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  Information  should  be  sent  to  the  consular  officer. 

Rotin,  No.  17828. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  bureau  reports  that  a 
firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  secure  rosin  direct  from  the  United  States  in 
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schooner  cargoes.  If  it  can  arrange  for  credit  of  90  days  after  arrival  of 
the  shipment.  The  firm  states  that  it  now  has  orders  for  2,000  barrels, 
and  can  guarantee  to  handle  between  15,000  and  25,000  barrels  per  annum. 
The  firm  offers  any  bank  in  its  home  city  as  reference. 

Traction  engines  and  cart.  No.  1782D. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Indo- 
China  reports  a  marlcet  for  the  sale  of  small  steam  traction  engines  and 
cars. 

Envelopes,  No.  17830. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  would  like  to  re- 
ceive samples,  prices,  etc.,  of  window  envelopes. 

Electrical  supplies,  etc..  No.  17831. — An  electric  tram  company  In  Greece  lias 
advised  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  electrical 
supplies,  especially  "engrenages"  and  "pignons"  (large  and  small  cog 
wheels).  Catalogues  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  French. 

Cottonseed  meal.  No.  17832. — ^A  dealer  in  stock  and  poultry  foods  in  South 
Africa  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  Is  interested  in  Amer- 
ican cottonseed  uieal.  He  desires  to  receive  the  average  analysis  of  the 
meal  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  with  local  foodstuffs.  Samples  and  full 
information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations  are  desired  f.  o.  b.  New 
York  or  c.  i.  f.  destination. 

Oeneral  agency.  No.  17833. — An  American  con-sular  officer  In  the  Netherlands 
reports  that  a  well-known  firm  of  importers  in  tliat  country  desires  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  on  a  commission  basis,  but 
is  willing,  under  certain  conditions,  to  buy  on  its  own  account.  The  firm 
does  not  specify  any  particular  line.  Bank  references  are  given.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Olass  shades,  etc..  No.  17834. — .4.n  electric  company  in  England  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  glass  shades  for  elec- 
tric lights;  also  glass  disks  for  electric-light  pendants. 

Candies,  etc..  No.  17835. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that 
a  business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  candles,  preserves,  and  confec- 
tionery lines.    References  are  given. 

Cotton  goods,  No.  1783C. — A  manufacturer's  agent  in  South  Africa  advises  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  know  whether  American  manu-> 
facturers  can  produce  cotton  cloth  similar  to  the  samples,  which  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices,  for  9  or  10  cents  per  yard. 

Band  bags.  No.  17837. — A  firm  in  England  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  form  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  medium 
and  high  class  leather  and  silk  hand  bags  for  women.    Reference  is  given. 

Machinery,  No.  17838. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Australia  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  is  anxious  to  communicate  direct  with  manufacturers  of 
labeling  machines,  such  as  are  used  for  bottle  labels;  also  with  manu- 
facturers of  paper  envelopes  used  for  i)acking  bottles  for  shipment.  The 
firm  wishes  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  amber-colored  bottles 
and  machines  for  washing  bottles. 

Box  shooks.  No.  17839. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  reports  that  a  company  in  Brazil  desires  to  receive 
c.  1.  f.  quotations  on  box  sliooks.  It  desires  to  receive  samples  of  shooks 
made  of  Washington  and  Oregon  soft  woods. 

General  agency.  No.  17840. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  In  Chicago  reports  that  a  business  man  in  that 
city  proposes  to  form  an  export  company  with  a  view  to  promoting  com- 
mercial relations  between  the  United  States,  Finland,  and  Russio.  The 
man  expects  to  a.ssociate  with  men  who  have  had  extensive  experience  in 
business  lines  in  foreign  countries  and  the  United  States.  References  are 
given.     • 

Box  shooks.  No.  17841. — A  large  fruit  preserver  In  Brazil  informs  one  of  the 
commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  that  he  desires  to  receive  c.  1.  f.  quota- 
tions on  box  shooks  made  of  Washington  and  Oregon  soft  woods. 
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Box  material,  No.  17842. — An  American  consular  oflBcer  In  BrasU  reports  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufactui-ers 
of  wooden  boxes  with  a  view  to  supplying  nuiterlnl.  Three  samples  of  the 
wood  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Sample  No.  1 
Is  Brazilian  pine,  and  is  quoted  at  $163  per  cubic  meter  c.  1.  f.  New  Yoric; 
sample  No.  2  is  white  pine,  quoted  at  $170  per  cubic  meter  c.  1.  f.  New  Yorlt ; 
and  samp'e  No.  3  Is  cetlar,  quoted  at  $190  per  cubic  meter  e.  1.  f.  New 
York.  The  wood  Is  used  largely  for  malilug  cigar  and  perfumery  boxes. 
In  placing  orders,  the  inside  measurements  of  boxes  and  thickness  of  wood 
desired  should  be  clearly  stated. 

Laboratory  supplies.  No.  17843. — An  educational  Institution  In  C!olombia  informs 
an  American  consular  otticcr  tliat  it  desire's  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  Information  relative  to  iustruments,  furniture,  chemicals,  etc.,  for 
a  new  laboratory.  Quottitious  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  This 
opportunity  should  have  immediate  attention. 

Steel  joists,  No.  17844. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  steel  joists. 

Oil  of  copaiba,  No.  17845. — A  business  man  in  Braeil  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  Is  in  a  position  to  supply  about  22,000  pounds  of  oil  of 
copaiba  per  annum.  This  commodity  is  selling  at  from  40  to  45  cents  per 
kilo,  f.  o.  b.  shipping  port.  Samples  of  this  oil  may  be  examined  at  the 
bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.    References  are  given. 

Household  devices.  No.  17846. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  re- 
ports that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  hear  from  American  manufactur- 
ers of  domestic  and  household  goods,  such  as  kitchen  utensils,  labor-saving 
devices,  hardware,  etc.    The  firm  desires  to  act  as  an  agent. 

Lumber  and  raihcay  supplies.  No.  17847. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the 
bureau  reports  that  the  superintendent  of  a  tramway  and  power  company 
In  Brazil  desires  to  receive  c.  1.  f.  quotations  on  seasoned  white  ash,  4  by 
4J  by  10  feet;  seasoned  white  o.ik  of  the  same  dimensions;  and  first  and 
second-grade  white  ash  and  white  oak  boards  4  by  4  feet.  The  timber 
must  be  thoroughly  dried.  The  man  also  desires  to  receive  catalogues  rela- 
tive to  car  fixtures  and  railway  supplies. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  17848. — .V  firm  in  nu  insular  possession  writes  that  it  Is 
anxious  to  Import  American  cctton  goods.  The  principal  lines  desired 
are  white  and  khaki  drill,  zephyr  (white  and  unbleached),  cheap  printed 
colored  goods,  kangas,  etc.,  all  kinds  of  cotton  goods  for  Indians  and 
natives.  Samples  and  prices  should  be  t^eut  at  once.  Quotations  should 
be  made  c.  I.  f.  destination.    Hefercuce  is  given. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc..  No.  17849. — An  American  representative  of  a  firm  in 
Brazil  desires  to  make  agency  connections  with  American  manufacturers 
of  a  few  proprietary  articles,  drugs,  chemicals,  and  sundries.  The  rcjtre- 
sentative  of  the  foreign  firm  believes  that  there  is  a  favorable  opiwr- 
tunity  for  the  development  of  a  market  for  such  goods  in  Brazil. 

Lumber,  No.  17850. — One  of  the  conunevciai  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  reports  that  a  firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  receive 
samples  and  c.  I.  f.  quotation.'!  on  s--pasoned  white  ash  4  by  4J  by  10  feet,  and 
white  oak  4  by  41  by  10  feet ;  first  and  second  grade  white  ash  and  wliite 
oak  4  by  4. 

^yatcrlBorlcs  supplies,  No.  17S51. — Sealed  tenders,  addressed  to  the  city  trea.s- 
urer  of  Drumheller.  Alt>erta,  Canada,  will  be  received  until  August  10, 
1015,  for  the  following  contracts:  Supply  of  about  1  mile  of  0-inc-h  and 
4-inch  steel  or  cast-iron  pipe;  supply  of  valves  and  hydrants;  suppiv  of 
one  H.  R.  T.  boiler  and  stack;  supply  of  duplex  pump;  supply  of  ninterinls 
for  30,000-gallon  wood  tank  and  housing;  and  all  labor  and  certain  ma- 
terials for  laying  water  mains,  sinking  an  open  well,  con.structiug  pumping 
station,  and  erecting  wood  tank  and  housing.  Tenders  must  be  accom- 
panied by  an  accepted  check  for  10  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  the  tender. 
Plans  and  specifications  and  other  information  may  be  obtained  at  the 
offices  of  the  consulting  engineer  at  Calgary,  Alberta.  The  Bureau  has  no 
further  Information  on  this  opportunity. 

Provisions,  drugs,  textiles,  etc..  No.  17852. — A  business  man  In  Colombia,  who 
has  had  23  years'  experience  as  an  agent,  states  that  be  Is  desirous  of 
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representing  Americnn  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  provisions,  chemical 
preparations,  druRS,  silk  and  cotton  goods,  millinery,  perfumery,  glass- 
ware, hardware,  etc.    Keferences  are  given. 

Copper  tubes  and  machinery.  No.  17S53. — One-of  the  commercial  attaches  of 
the  Department  of  Commerce  writes  that  he  hns  information  relative  to  a 
possible  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  a  quantity  cf  copper  tubes.  He  desires 
to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  these 
tubes.  He  also  desires  to  receive  full  information  relative  to  punching 
and  drilling  machinery  of  all  kinds  used  in  shipyards. 

Ipecac  root.  No.  17S54. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  has  transmitted 
samples  of  Ipecac  root  and  states  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  de- 
sires to  comnunilcate  with  American  Importers  of  this  medicinal  root. 
Itefereuces  are  given.  The  samples  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
branch  offices. 

Snap  buttons,  etc.,  Xo.  ITS.".'*. — A  firm-  In  the  Tnlted  States  informs  the  Bureau 
that  one  of  Its  corrcsiiondents  In  Denmark  wislios  to  form  commercial 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  snap  buttons,  dress  shields,  and 
elastics.  Samples  of  the  snap  buttons  may  be  examined  at  tbe  Bureau  or 
its  branch  offices.  The  man  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  only,  but 
may  be  induced  to  buy  on  his  own  account. 

Paper,  No.  178.^0. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  writes  that  a 
business  man  In  Brazil  desires  to  receive  samples,  c.  I.  f.  prices,  etc.,  on 
American-made  paper.  A  ninety-day  credit  term  Is  desired.  Bank  refer- 
ences are  offered. 

AHEBICAK  PUHCHASES  FROM  BELFAST. 

[Consul  Hunter  Sharp,  Belfast,  Ireland,  July  16.1 

The  declared  exports  from  Belfast  to  the  United  States,  e.^clusive 
of  returned  American  goods,  for  the  first  six  months  in  1915  totaled 
$7,544,600,  compared  with  $8,349,800  for  the  corresponding  period  in 
1914  and  $7,777,720  in  1913. 

Manufactures  of  flax,  which  form  84  per  cent  of  the  total,  dropped 
$790,81'2,  while  cotton  goods  amounted  to  $324,058,  a  decreiise  of 
$124,782.  The  only  important  item  of  flax  manufactures  showing  an 
increase  is  that  classed  as  "  fabrics,  not  plain  woven,"  Avhich  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1914  amounted  to  $964,482,  and  for  the  like  period 
of  1915,  $1,392,305. 

The  gain  in  flax  fiber  of  $111,305  over  1914  is  due  to  the  rise  in 
prices,  some  qualities  in  June,  1915,  being  quoted  at  double  the  price 
of  June,  1914. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  of  whislty  decreased  from  $84,070  to 
$62,408;  ginger  ale,  from  $29,415  to  $26,644;  while  paper  stock  in- 
creased from  $40,925  to  $62,009. 

Comparative  six  months'  shipments  of  flax  and  flax  manufactures 
were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1913 

Flax: 

Not  hackled 

824,120 

435,1SI3 
15,084 
4,066 

132,487 
3,181,436 

«64,4S2 

22,054 
266,182 
487,226 

""1574,"  645 

8,278 
6,844 

31,920 
8,077,356 

1,382,205 

30,268 
218,959 
823.566 

Thread— 

From  yam  not  finer 
than  S  lea       

175,820 

1,812,621 

10,204 

US,  187 
83,610 

t 

Haclded 

1         81,239 

Nolls 

From  yam  finer  than 
6le«. 

Tow  of 

I         63,180 
1,112^262 

Flax,  manufactures  of: 
Embroideries       and 

Woven  flax  articles  n.  s. 
p.f 

Yam»- 

Not  finer  than  8  lea.. 

Finer  than  8  lea  and 

not  finer  than  80  lea. 

Finer  tlum  80  lea 

Fabrics,  plain  woven. 
Fabrics,    not    plain 

2,174 
59,016 

Handtcerchiefs: 

Not   hemmed  or 
hemmed  only... 

Hemstitched 

Embroidered 

n,2Bl 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOS  OOVEBNUENT  STTPPIIES  AND  CONSTBXTCIION. 

[Correspondence  shonld  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  usually 
b«  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  maiUn);  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  work.  No.  2548, — Sealed  proposals.  Indorsed  "Proposals  for  Maga- 
zine Buildings,"  will  be  received  at  tbe  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy 
Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  11,  1915,  for  constructing 
one  steel-frame  shell  house,  with  plastered  walls,  and  two  brick  maga- 
zines, with  steel  roof  trusses,  at  tbe  Naval  Magazine,  Puget  Sound,  Wash. 
Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or 
to  the  Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard,  Bremerton,  Wash. 

Dredging,  No.  2549. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer's  office,  401  Customhouse,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  August  31, 
1915,  for  dredging  in  Oakland  Harbor,  Cal.    Information  pn  application. 

Electric  motor.  No.  2550. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Avenue  SE.,  Washington, 
D.  C,  for  furnishing  one  5-horsepower  electric  motor.  Specifications  and 
full  details  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Wooden-frame  windows.  No.  2551. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Department  of  Interior,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  18,  1915,  for  the 
reiilaclng  of  wood-frame  windows  in  monitors  and  gables  of  the  Pension 
Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C,  with  metal  sash  and  frames  and  wired 
glass;  together  with  electric  operating  devices  for  the  new  windows  In 
accordance  with  plans  and  speclflcatious,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department. 

Construction  work.  No.  2552. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  until  Septem- 
ber 7,  1915,  In  the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Dejiartmeut, 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  clearing  of  site  and  construction  complete  (in- 
cluding mechanical  equipment  and  approaches)  for  the  United  States  post 
office  and  courthouse  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.  Drawings  and  specifications  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Custodian  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  or  at  the  above  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2553. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
not  later  than  the  13th  of  August,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of 
all  charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  i)ort),  or  Port  of  Ancon 
(Balboa,  Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  for  the  follow- 
ing articles:  Track  turnouts,  steel  rail,  lamp-posts,  dredge  buckets,  spring 
plates,  brake-shaft  brackets,  copper  wire,  electric  cable,  zincs,  condulets, 
wood  molding,  chisels,  hammers,  hatchets,  adzes,  saws,  saw  frames,  anvils, 
vises,  wrenches,  ptocks  and  dies,  pipe  cutters,  drills,  bits,  taps,  reamers, 
drill  sockets,  flies,  tender  hose,  rubber  strips,  tag  board,  paving  brick,  and 
lumber.    Circular  956. 

Construction  work.  No.  2554. — Sealed  proposals  wUl  be  opened  In  the  Office  of  the 
Sui)ervlsiug  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (including  mechanical  equipment, 
lighting  fixeures,  and  grading)  of  the  steerage  barracks  and  storehouse  for 
the  United  States  quarantine  station  at  Portland,  Me.  Drawings  and 
sijecifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  at  the  quarantine  sta- 
tion or  at  the  above  office. 

Repair  work.  No.  2555. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  repairs  to  brickwork 
of  tower  at  Braddock  Point  Light  Station,  near  Hilton,  N.  Y.  Blank  pro- 
posals and  particulars  may  be  had  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Press  shop.  No.  2556. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Watertown 
Arsenal,  Watertown,  Mass.,  until  August  20,  1915,  for  the  construction  of 
a  press  shop  at  the  above  place.    Further  information  on  application. 

Construction  work.  No.  2557. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  27,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete   (Including  mechanical 
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equlpment  and  approaches)  for  the  United  States  post  ofllce  and  court- 
house at  Tulsa,  Okla.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  after 
August  15, 1915,  from  the  custodian  of  the  site,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  or  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office.  1 

PatMma  Canal  supplies,  No.  2558. — Sealed  proposals  will  b«  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  on  August  20,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  docS:  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  cr  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  following  articles:  Steel 
reinforcing  bars,  bronze  wire  cloth,  screws,  cotters,  screw  eyes,  cup  hoolcs, 
staples,  cable  clips,  taclis,  hasps,  hinges,  night  latches,  chain  bloclcs,  snatch 
bloclis,  taclde  bloclis,  steel  cargo  truclis,  grindstones,  stable  brooms,  flowr 
brushes,  buckets,  oil  cans,  ladders,  life  preservers,  blow  torches,  anchor 
lights,  window  glass,  pipe-cutter  wheels,  awning  pulleys,  steel  tapes,  rules, 
lantern  globes,  oars,  tool  handles,  mop  handles,  mop  heads,  packing,  oaknm, 
crayons,  twine,  wrapping  paper,  index  cards,  and  lumber.    Circular  958. 


SMAUEB  ABOENTim:  COBK  CBOF  FBEDICTED. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Rosarlo,  June  22.] 

The  Argentine  com  crop,  which  official  estimates  placed  as  high  as 
8,592,000  metric  tons  (against  about  6,684,000  tons  in  1913-14),  is 
now  generally  considered  much  smaller.  The  foreca.st  of  8,592,000 
tons  was  based  on  an  estimated  average  yield  of  2,012  Icilos  per 
hectare  (32  bushes  of  56  pounds  each  per  acre).  As  respects  the  rich 
com  belt  around  Rosario,  a  high  yield  was  obtained  in  certain  dis- 
tricts on  new  soil ;  the  maximum  on  other  soil  is  reported  to  have  been 
40  bushels  per  acre  and  the  yield  on  many  farms  was  only  18  bushels. 

This  would,  according  to  local  opinion,  bring  the  general  average 
for  the  entire  countiy  considerably  below  the  original  estimate  of  32 
bushels.  Persons  who  should  be  well  informed  talk  of  a  crop  of 
5,000,000  to  6,000,000  tons,  although  it  should  be  noted  that  these 
figures  were  given  following  a  drop  in  the  market  attributed  in  part 
at  least  to  overoptimistic  official  reports. 

In  order  to  relieve  farmers  from  the  necessity  of  realizing  their 
harvest  at  a  ruinous  price  a  delegation  from  Rosario  visited  Buenos 
Aires  bankers  in  the  hope  of  securing  financial  assistance.  The  vice 
president  of  the  Banco  de  la  Nacion  made  an  investigation  of  condi- 
tions in  the  Rosario  corn  district,  and  the  bank  has  announced  its  in- 
tention of  aiding  farmers  through  its  numerous  branches. 


THE  CINEMATOGEAPH  IN  lEEDS. 

[Consul  Homer  M.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  England,  July  19.] 

It  is  estimated  that  $1,216,625  is  invested  in  the  cinema  business  in 
Leeds.  In  proportion  to  population  the  city  is  said  to  have  more 
motion-picture  houses  than  any  other  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Although  about  70  such  theaters  are  in  operation,  others  are  contem- 
plated. It  is  estimated  that  60,000  persons  daily  visit  these  picture 
houses,  which  have  suffered  little  from  the  war.  There  are  a  dozen 
film  lenders  (firms  buying  films  outright  and  hiring  them  to  ex- 
hibitors) in  the  city,  and  three  of  these  maintain  bijou  theaters  where 
private  shows  are  given  for  the  benefit  of  prospective  film  purchasers. 
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KXrSSO-SWEDISH  EAILWAY  COMMISSION  APPOINTED. 

[Secretary  of  American  Legation  Jefferson  CaHery,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  July  0.] 

The  Swedish  Government  announces  the  appointment  of  Gustaf 
Dalberg,  a  civil  engineer,  and  Otto  Linton,  professor  in  the  Technical 
High  School,  as  Swedish  members  of  the  commission  that  is  to  settle 
various  matters  in  connection  with  the  project  for  completing  the 
railroad  that  is  to  connect  the  Swedish  and  Finnish  railway  systems 
on  the  frontier  south  of  Haparanda.  The  Russian  commissioners 
are  Mr.  Sakhansky,  civil  engineer,  and  Arvid  Gruner,  railway 
director. 

[Reiwrts  on  the  railway  project  referred  to  were  published  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  May  24  and  June  10,  1915.] 


POET  FACniTIES  IN  CUEAgAO. 

[Consul  H.  C.  von  Struvc,  Curacao,  Dutch  West  Indies,  June  30.] 

The  harbor  of  Curasao  consists  of  two  parts,  the  channel  and  the 
inner  harbor,  laiown  as  the  Schottegat.  The  channel  at  its  entrance, 
for  a  width  of  about  165  feet,  has  a  depth  of  30  feet  and  more,  and 
the  Government  is  now  at  work  deepening  the  entrance  to  36  feet 
over  a  width  of  262  feet.  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  July  3, 1915.] 
From  the  entrance  to  the  Schottegat,  a  distance  of  1,650  yards,  the 
channel  has  a  minimum  depth  of  30  feet  over  a  width  of  at  least  300 
feet.  In  the  Schottegat  there  is  an  area  of  approximately  one-fourth 
square  mile  that  is  deep  enough  to  furnish  anchorage  for  any  vessel 
that  may  enter  the  harbor. 

Along  both  sides  of  the  channel  there  are  4,900  feet  of  docks  at 
which  the  water  has  a  minimum  depth  of  30  feet.  Of  these  590  feet 
are  owned  by  the  Government  and  the  balance  by  private  interests. 
In  the  Schottegat  there  is  a  privately  owned  wharf  590  feet  long, 
with  a  water  depth  of  30  feet.  In  front  of  all  these  docks  the  water 
deepens  rapidly  within  a  few  feet  of  the  edge  of  the  docks. 

Fuel  and  Water  Supply. 

Two  companies  keep  on  hand  a  supply  of  the  best  grades  of 
American  steam  coal  for  sale  to  boats  calling  at  this  port.    This 
coal  sells  now  for  $5.65  per  ton  placed  in  the  vessel's  bunkers.    Coal- 
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ing  is  done  either  direct  from  the  piers  or  from  lighters,  and  is  done 
rapidly.  About  8,000  to  10,000  tons  of  coal  are  usually  kept  on 
hand.    The  annual  sale  of  coal  amounts  to  about  55,000  long  tons. 

Fuel  oil  is  not  kept  in  stock.  Of  gasoline  3,000  to  4,000  gallons 
of  first  quality  motor  gasoline  are  usually  kept  on  hand. 

Distilled  water  is  furnished  for  boilers  and  rain  water  for  drink- 
ing purposes.  The  price  of  each  varies  according  to  the  rainfall.  At 
present  it  is  $0.60  per  ton  (250  gallons)  for  distilled  water  and  $1.80 
per  ton  for  rain  water,  delivered  on  the  vessel.  This  is  perhaps  some- 
what below  the  average  price.  Of  the  distilled  water  there  is  always 
an  abundant  supply.  S.  E.  L.  Maduro  &  Sons  have  a  monopoly,  of 
the  water  supply.  They  pump  the  water  to  the  vessel  either  from  the 
pier  or  from  water  boats ;  of  the  latter  they  have  three,  with  a  capac- 
ity of  150  tons  each.  They  deliver  about  25  tons  per  hour  from  «ach 
boat. 

Ship's  Provtsions. 

Canned  goods  of  American  and  Dutch  manufacture  can  usually  be 
obtained  in  abundance.  Fresh  food,  such  as  meat,  fish,  fruits,  and 
vegetables,  can  be  obtained  only  in  limited  quantities.  Their  quality 
is  about  the  same  as  usually  found  in  tropical  ports.  Chickens  and 
eggs  as  a  rule  are  not  plentiful,  still  they  can  oe  obtained  in  small 
quantities. 

Prices  are  reasonable;  at  present  meat  costs  $0.14  to  $0.16  per 
pound  and  flour  $8.20  per  barrel.  As  most  food  products  are  mi- 
ported,  prices  depend  largely  on  market  quotations  in  the  United 
States.  The  import  duty  on  most  food  products  is  3  per  cent  ad 
valorem ;  on  canned  fruits  10  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Pilot  and  Other  Regulations. 

All  merchant  vessels  entering  or  leaving  the  harbor  are  required  to 
call  the  pilot.  Across  the  channel  near  the  entrance  there  is  a  pon- 
toon bridge,  which  must  be  opened  to  let  vessels  pass.  The  signal 
calling  for  the  opening  of  the  bridge  is  three  blasts  by  the  vessel; 
the  bridge  answers  with  one  blast  to  indicate  that  the  call  has  been 
heard.  When  the  bridge  is  open  it  signals  the  fact  to  the  vessels  by 
giving  three  blasts.  Vessels  are  not  permitted,  however,  to  enter 
until  in  daytime  a  red  flag  or  at  night  a  red  light  is  hoisted  at  the 
flagstaff  of  the  Waterfort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  and  at  the 
signal  station  of  Fort  Nassau  at  the  Schottegat,  nor  to  leave  until  in 
daytime  a  green  flag  or  at  night  a  green  light  is  hoisted  at  the  same 
places. 

Pilot  charges  are  $6  to  $15  for  steamers  for  entering  and  the  same 
for  leaving  the  harbor.  Sailing  vessels  pay  from  $1  to  $6.  No  other 
port  charges  are  made  except  that  sometimes  a  permit  to  leave  must 
lie  obtained  from  the  customhouse,  for  which  a  charge  of  $1  is  made. 
Vessels  can  anchor  in  the  Schottegat  under  the  direction  of  the  harbor 
master  free  of  charge. 

Cheap  labor — Fumigation. 

Labor  is  very  cheap.  The  ordinary  laborer  receives  2  florins 
($0.80)  per  day.  For  that  reason,  and  because  all  possible  facilities 
therefor  are  granted  by  the  Government,  much  transshipment  of 
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§oods  is  done  here  for  ports  in  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Haiti,  and 
anto  Domingo.     Vessels  making  this  port  regularly  usually  have 
crews  consisting  largely  of  native  Cura^aoans. 

Vessels  requiring  fumigation  under  the  quarantine  laws  of  the 
United  States  can  have  the  work  done  here  under  the  supervision  of 
the  consulate.    Vessels  should  have  their  own  pots  and  sulphur. 
Lines  of  steamers. 

The  following  lines  of  steamers  call  regularly  at  this  port  and  take 
more  or  less  coal : 

The  Red  D  Line  plying  between  New  York  and  Venezuelan  ports  calls  once  a 
week  each  way;  it  also  has  a  small  steamer  that  piles  between  this  and 
Venezuelan  ports. 

The  Koyal  Dutch  West  India  Mail  from  Rotterdam  to  New  York  via  West 
Indian  ports  has  a  steamer  each  way  every  two  weeks. 

The  Italian  La  Veloce  Line  calls  once  a  mouth  on  the  way  from  Genoa  to 
Colon  and  also  on  the  return  voyage. 

The  Spanish  Transatlantic  Line  from  Genoa  and  Barcelona  to  Colon  calls 
once  a  month  on  the  return  voyage. 

The  English  Leylaud  and  Harrison  Lines  have  a  steamer  calling  here  once  a 
month  on  the  outward  voyage  from  Liverpool  to  southern  ports  of  the  United 
States. 

Besides  these  steamers  numerous  sailing  vessels  ply  between  Curacao  and 
ports  of  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Santo  Domingo,  Porto  Rico,  and  other  West 
Indian  islands.  Tramp  steamers  -with  cargoes  of  coal  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  and 
sailing  vessels  with  cargoes  of  lumber  call  at  varying  intervals. 


XTNITED  STATES  BTTTS  COLOMBIAN  HIDES. 

[Consul  Ross  HazelUne,  Cartagena,  July  15.] 

The  ability  of  the  United  States  markets  to  absorb  the  products 
of  Colombia  is  fairly  exemplified  in  the  case  of  sun-dried  and  arsenic- 
cured  cattle  hides.  During  1913  the  declared  exports  of  such  hides 
from  the  Cartagena  district  to  the  United  States  were  valued  at 
$303,388  and  during  1914  at  $306,097.  The  elimination  of  certain 
European  markets  has  forced  local  exporters  to  seek  an  outlet  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  result  has  been  that  during  the  six  months 
ended  June  30,  1915,  the  declared  value  of  the  hides  invoiced  for 
shipment  to  that  country  was  $272,156,  contrasted  with  $158,835  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

The  average  f.  o.  b.  price  of  hides  during  1914  was  15J  cents  a 
pound.  The  prevailing  market  price  at  present  is  16  cents  a  pound. 
Hides  average  about  $4..50  each.  All  exports  are  consigned  to 
agencies  or  manufacturers. 

American  manufacturers  or  brokers  interested  in  Colombian 
cattle  hides  may  correspond  with  the  leading  Cartagena  exporters 

t whose  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
)omestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices].  Producers  in  the  interior 
usually  have  their  export  agents  in  one  of  the  ports,  but  can  be 
reached  by  the  insertion  of  a  small  advertisement  m  the  local  news- 
papers.   This  service  is  free. 


Lead  seals  are  purchased  in  large  numbers  by  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  Post  Office  Department.  A  recent  order  placed  in  London 
•was  for  4,000,000. 
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TIMBEB  BIGHTS  IN  NiaESIA  AND  GOLD  COAST. 

[Consul  W.  J.  Xerby,  Dakar,  Senegal,  July  6.] 

Certain  Americans  interested  in  mahogany  and  other  hardwoods 
have  requested  information  concerning  concessions  granted  by  the 
Gold  Coast  and  Nigeria  British  colonies  in  West  Africa.  Informa- 
tion furnished  this  consulate  in  reply  to  letters  addressed  to  the 
Government  officials  in  each  of  the  colonies  mentioned  gives  as  the 
requirements: 

Timber  concessions,  or  licenses  giving  an  exclusive  right  to  take 
certain  classes  of  timber  over  a  given  area  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
are  granted  under  these  conditions  in  Nigeria:  Applications  are 
made  to  the  Forestry  Department,  accompanied  by  an  application 
fee  of  $14.60,  a  banker's  guaranty  of  $1,046,  full  name  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  applicant  and  his  full  address,  a  statement  as.  to  his  finan- 
cial and  busmess  standing,  and  a  statement  of  the  species  or  class 
of  timber  to  be  cut. 
Subject  to  Consent  of  Native  Owners. 

The  applications  are  to  be  in  triplicate  and  must  be  accompanied 
by  maps  in  triplicate  of  the  area  over  which  the  license  is  to  be  oper- 
ative. Licenses  are  granted  subject  to  the  area  being  free,  the  finan- 
cial and  other  standing  of  the  applicant  being  considered  satisfac- 
tory, his  banker's  guaranty  being  in  order,  to  payment  of  a  further 
fee  of  $24.-33  on  execution  of  the  license,  and  subject  to  the  consent 
of  the  native  owners  of  the  land. 

The  governor  general  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  any  application 
without  stating  cause.  Upon  the  license  being  granted  and  com- 
pleted, the  licensee  is  permitted  to  take  timber  on  payment  of  the 
prescribed  fees,  and  in  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  timber 
rules  for  the  time  being  in  force.  These  fees  are:  Mahogany  and 
cedar,  $13.46  per  tree ;  other  trees,  $4.86.  The  fees  are  subject  to  re- 
vision and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  are  at  the  present  time  imdergoing 
revision. 

In  the  southern  Provinces  of  Nigeria,  the  bulk  of  the  timber 
coimtry  is  already  covered  by  licenses,  while  in  the  northern  Prov- 
inces there  is  very  little  timber  of  a  kind  suitable  for  export,  and 
where  it  does  exist  it  is  for  the  most  part  remote  from  suitable  lines 
of  transport.  The  whole  forest  law  of  the  country  is  undergoing 
revision,  and  the  existing  ordinance  is  soon  to  be  superseded. 
Xeqnirements  for  Gold  Coast  Colony. 

The  whole  export  timber  industry  in  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  is 
carried  on  outside  the  concession  ordmance,  with  the  exception  of  an 
American  company  which  has  obtained  leases  from  chiefs  of  specific 
areas  from  which  to  extract  timber  for  export.  This  firm,  however, 
has  not  obtained  certificates  of  validity  from  the  court. 

The  Forestry  Department  has  no  information  of  any  timber  con- 
cessions other  than  those  incorporated  in  the  "  Gold  Mining  Conces- 
sions," for  which  the  certificates  mentioned  have  been  granted. 

European  firms  usually  either  buy  cut  timber  lying  in  the  rivers 
and  creeks  or  finance  native  cutters.  In  some  cases,  however,  lump 
sums  are  paid  to  the  chiefs  and  stamped  agreements  drawn  covering 
specified  areas,  after  which  $4.86  per  tree  felled  is  paid.  Natives 
also  cut  and  ship  timber  on  their  own  account. 
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The  timber  exploited  is  of  the  Khaya  and  cedar  varieties. 

[Lists  of  the  chief  European  and  American  timber  companies  In  the  Gold 
Coast  colony  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  Its  branch  offices.] 


FOBHAL  OPEimrO  OF  HOTTSTON  SHIP  CHANNEL. 

[Commercial  Agent  Edwin  E.  Judd,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Aug.  5.] 

With  the  celebration  planned  to  mark  the  arriA'al  from  New  York 
of  the  first  steamer  of  the  Atlantic,  Gulf  and  West  Indies  Line  on 
August  19,  Houston,  Tex.,  will  formally  take  its  place  among  the 
seaports  of  the  Gulf.  A  ship  channel  50  miles  long,  27  feet  deep,  and 
200  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  connects  the  city  with  deep  water  at  the 
Galveston  jetties,  and  the  first  unit  of  the  publicly  owned  water 
terminal  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  cargo  brought  by  this  vessel.  A 
concrete  wharf  and  warehouse  have  been  constructed  at  a  cost  of 
$300,000,  and  there  is  available  a  fund  of  $3,000,000  for  constructing 
permanent  harbor  facilities,  to  be  administered  by  the  public  harbor 
board. 

Buffalo  Bayou,  running  from  Houston  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  has 
been  widened  and  deepened  from  time  to  time  during  the  past  40 
years  by  Government  appropriation.    In   1912  the  plan  for  the 

E resent  channel  was  adopted,  and,  in  order  to  hasten  its  completion, 
[arris  County  and  the  city  of  Houston  agreed  to  pay  half  the  cost, 
estimated  at  $2,500,000.  The  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Federal 
Board  of  Engineers  and  the  completed  channel  was  turned  over  to 
the  Harris  County  Navigation  Board  in  August,  1914.  This  was 
nearly  a  year  in  advance  of  the  time  estimated  for  the  completion 
of  the  channel  work.  Since  that  time  work  on  the  terminal  facil- 
ities has  been  rushed. 

At  the  city  end  of  the  channel,  above  the  wharf,  is  a  turning 
basin  1,200  feet  long  by  900  feet  wide  and  27  feet  deep. 

Under  the  agreement  with  the  Government  for  the  construction 
of  this  ship  channel,  wharfage  is  to  be  free  to  all  ships.  Two  dredges 
have  been  provided  to  maintain  the  depth  of  the  channel,  at  a  cost 
of  $250,000  each,  one  being  paid  for  by  the  Federal  Government  and 
the  other  by  the  city  of  Houston  and  Harris  County.  The  opera- 
tion of  the  dredges  and  the  maintenance  of  the  channel  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  district  engineer. 

While  the  terminal  facilities  are  to  be  municipally  owned,  oppor- 
tunity is  given  private  concerns  to  establish  factories  on  either  side 
of  the  ship  channel  on  privately  owned  ground,  and  already  there 
are  a  number  of  concerns  so  located.  An  oil  company  has  established 
a  mixing  plant  on  the  channel,  and  has  been  receiving  full  cargoes 
of  oil  from  Mexico  ever  since  the  channel  was  opened.  Another 
concern  brings  in  cargo  lots  of  phosphate  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  for  the 
manufacture  of  fertilizers. 

Houston  is  already  an  important  distributing  center,  with  17  lines 
of  railway,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  establishment  of  regular  ship 
lines  for  general  cargo  will  increase  its  importance.  The  Boca  Grande 
Steamship  Co.  is  already  operating  a  biweekly  service  between  New 
Orleans  and  Houston,  and  the  inauguration  of  the  Atlantic.  Gulf  & 
West  Indies  Line  service  will  provide  direct  connection  with  New 
York. 
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BUBBEB  SHIFMEirrS  FEOM  AMAZON  VALLET. 

[Consul  George  H.  Plckerell,  Para,  Braztl,  July  10.] 

Crude  rubber  shipments  from  the  Brazilian  ports  of  Para,  Manaos, 
and  Itacoatiara  to  the  United  States  in  June,  1915,  were  nearly  three 
times  the  exports  thither  in  June,  1914 ;  Europe's  purchases  were  but 
4.5  per  cent  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 
The  American  gain  was  distributed  through  the  four  grades  of  rub- 
ber shipped  from  this  district,  though  the  United  States  bought  most 
largely  of  the  fine  and  coarse  classes.  Europe  took  more  fine  and 
slightly  more  medium  than  in  Jime  of  last  year,  as  the  following 
summary  shows: 


Ports. 

Fine. 

Medium, 

Coarse. 

Caucho. 

Total. 

Froin  Para  to- 
United  States 

Pound). 
1,008,050 
7«1,SS7 

104,676 
607,956 

Pound). 
116,078 
55,034 

8,126 
148,173 

Pound*. 

950,283 

90,084 

121,028 

77,788 

Pound). 

605,914 

•  100,773 

167,959 
350,270 

Pound). 
2,686,325 

Kurope 

1,013.478 

From  Uanaos  to— 

401,78* 

EurojM) 

1,064,187 

From  lUcoatiara  to- 

2,998 

3,153 

331 

0,482 

Total.  Juno,  1915,  to- 
United  States 

1,112,726 
1,272,541 

«0,303 

725,435 

124,204 
203,207 

93,017 
149,101 

1,077,311 
177,025 

428,592 
220,996 

773,873 
451,374 

163,484 
918,256 

3,088,114 

Europe „ 

2, 104, 147 

Total,  June.  1914,  to- 
United  States  

1,035,396 

2,013,788 

Grand  total,  June,  1915 

2,385,287 
1,075,738 

327,411 
242,118 

1,254,335 
649,588 

1,225,247 
1,081,740 

6,192,260 

Grand  total.  Jtue,  1914 

3,049,184 

Figures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jime  30,  1915,  disclose  a  falling 
off  (as  compared  with  the  preceding  fiscal  twelvemonth)  of  6,907,975 
pounds  in  the  exports  of  crude  rubber  from  the  Amazon  Valley. 
Slightly  more  fine  para  was  shipped  than  in  1913-14,  but  this  was  the 
only  grade  that  gained.  There  was  great  A'ariation  from  month  to 
month  in  the  miantities  exported,  the  United  States  taking,  for 
example,  4,812,775  pounds  from  the  port  of  Para  in  December  and 
only  1,(566,452  pounds  in  January,  while  Europe  bought  317,907 
pounds  in  January  and  3,156,803  pounds  the  next  month.  Details  of 
the  year's  exports  from  the  three  rubber-shipping  ports  of  Brazil  and 
from  the  Peruvian  port  of  Iquitos  follow : 


Ports. 


Fine. 


Uedhim. 


Coarse. 


Caocho. 


Total. 


From  Para  In — 
July,  1914— 

I'nited  States... 

Europe 

Aunusl.  1914— 

United  Slates... 

Kurore 

Bepieraber.  1914— 

United  Slates... 

Europe 

Oclolwr.  1914— 

I'niied  Stales... 

Europe 

/lovemlicr  1914— 

Uitiied  Stales 

Europe , 

Decemiwr.  1914— 

United  Stales.... 

Europe , 


Pound). 
349,832 
475,372 

854,154 
472,402 

702,598 
403,135 

1,332,822 
782,539 

827,463 
678,144 

2,814,868 
146,770 


Pound). 
94,620 
22,377 

101,146 
29,476 

73,643 
40,627 

158,455 
72,671 

69,192 
68,606 

240,718 


Pound*. 
714,831 
57,080 

440,149 
109,276 

695,793 
66,299 

793,307 
159,621 

336.838 
37,256 

1,497,411 
18,188 


Pound). 
606,251 
211,717 

341,373 
91,803 

236,891 
42,900 

24.8,798 
73,560 

46,888 
3,459 

259,788 
3,704 


Pound*. 
1,765,634 
766,646 

1,742,823 
703,047 

1,608,926 
643,961 

3,57t,3Sl 
1,088,291 

1,370,381 
077,467 

4,812,775 
168,063 
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Ports. 


Fine.         Uedluin.       Coarse.         Caucho.         Total. 


From  Para  In— 

January,  dis- 
united States 

Europe 

February,  1915— 

United  States 

Europe 

Mveb,  dis- 
united States 

Europe 

April,  IMS— 

L'nlted  Slates 

Europe 

May,  1913— 

United  States 

Europe 

June,  1915— 

United  Stales 

Europe 

Total  Iron)  Para  to- 
United  States 

Europe 

Europe,  via  Rio 

Total  from  llanaos  to- 
United  States 

Europe 

Total  from  Itaroatiara  to- 
United  States 

Europe 

Total  from  Iquitos  (Peru)  to 

Uniled  Stotes 

Europe 

Total  to  United  Slates. 
Total  to  Europe 

Grand  total,  191S 

Grand  total,  1914 


Poundt. 
675,644 

284,  sro 

1,796,617 
2,533,620 

1,185,152 
1,599,972 

663,012 
1,071,949 

799,226 
£01,643 

1,008,050 
761,587 


13,009,428 

9,916,  £03 

123,335 

9,685,104 
)!,405,251 

178,583 
53,180 

564,688 
639,961 


Poundt. 
89,067 
6,182 

267,914 
169,463 

162,331 
U0,042 

19,529 
160,727 

40,C86 
S0,C31 

116.078 
55.034 


Poundt. 
S80,157 
16,158 

1,590,917 
123,044 

1,152,616 
280,192 

703,565 
194,443 

378,591 
85,303 

956,283 
96,084 


Poundt. 
321,584 
11,197 

757,089 
328,676 

913,769 
265,844 

163,892 
356,922 

233,913 
548,503 

COS,  91 4 
100,773 


1,423,6<9 

824,838 

17,212 

I,f43,e44 
1,560,586 

l0,03-> 
3,395 

n,972 
52,920 


9,748,458 

1,232,847 

6,826 

3,199.202 
1,167,339 

81,583 
25,776 

234,572 
179,186 


4,736,140 
2,039,148 


2,543,530 
2,653,104 

35,83-> 
22,443 

1,561,481 
1,183,587 


23,437,(03 
19,I3S,230 


3,032,330 
2,458,951 


42,576,033 
41,950,181 


,'1,511,281 
6,474,939 


13,263,815 
2,611,974 


8,877,080 
5,898,282 


15,875.789 
16,059,875 


14,775,368 
21,161,451 


Poundt. 
1,666.432 
317,907 

4,412,.^37 
3, 156,803 

3,413,858 
2,296,050 

1,551.£9S 
1,793,041 

1.4.32.716 
1,489,063 

2.686,325 
1,013,478 


28,917,705 

14,013,33-3 

147,373 

16,974, 4f0 
13,786,280 

301,136 
104,794 

2,432.713 
2,055,654 


48,631,034 
30,107,437 


78,738,471 
85,646,444 


SWEDISH  TBADE  CONDITIONS. 

(Secretary  of  American  Legation  Jefferson  Cattery,  Stockholm,  July  14.] 

In  the  confused  state  of  Swedish  trade  interest  has  naturally  re- 
verted to  White  Sea  shipments,  and  as  soon  as  chartering  was  pos- 
sible at  more  moderate  rates  than  owners  have  been  asking  there 
would  have  been  a  spurt  in  the  White  Sea  market.  As  it  is,  however, 
business  has  been  stopped  for  the- time  being  by  the  notice  from  the 
Russian  Government,  stating  that  Archangel  is  impracticable  for 
private  cargoes. 

The  freight  market  has  shown  no  important  changes  during  the 
past  month.  Grain  trade  between  Argentina  and  North  America 
and  Scandinavian  ports  is  very  quiet.  Coal  trade,  however,  from 
the  United  States  to  Swedish  ports  has  been  active. 

The  iron  market  in  Sweden  has  shown  distinct  improvement.  The 
home  demand  has  steadily  increased  and  exports  have  also  been 
larger.  Prices  have  advanced  as  a  result  of  the  advance  in  raw  ma- 
terial. The  spring  freshets  have  abundantly  increased  the  water 
supply  and  in  consequence  the  capacity  of  the  mills,  which  are  all  in 
full  operation. 

A  poor  tourist  season  in  the  Thousand  Islands  is  reported  by  Con- 
sul Johnson,  of  Kingston. 
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AMEBICAK  METHODS  WIN  CHnTESE  OIL  TSADE. 

[Consul  Q.  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  China,  June  18.] 

The  kerosene  trade  in  China  reflects  general  trade  conditions  and 
is  an  example  of  what  can  be  done  along  commercial  lines  in  this 
country  by  American  capital,  ingenuity,  and  business  ability. 

During  the  years  1895  to  1900,  Sumatra  oU,  handled  by  the  Asiatic 
Petroleum  Co.,  a  British  concern,  forced  Russian  oil  from  this 
market  and  became  the  predominant  brand.  American  oil,  the  prod- 
uct of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  New  York,  was  doing  fairly 
well.  Until  1908,  it  was  marketed  as  are  ordinary  commodities. 
Any  dealer  could  come  and  purchase  such  quantities  as  he  chose 
from  the  local  agents  of  the  company.  Under  these  circumstances, 
the  annual  sales  fluctuated  between  20,000  and  90,000  cases  (10 
gallons  to  the  case),  while  the  sale  of  Sumatra  oil  ranged  from 
100,000  to  670,000  cases  per  annum.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Chinese  agents  of  the  competing  oils  were  the  wealthiest  mer- 
chants in  Swatow  and,  whenever  any  dealer  laid  in  a  fair  stock  of 
American  oil,  they  would  promptly  break  the  market  by  offering 
their  oils  at  much  lower  rates. 
American  Flan  Xeets  Foreign  Competition. 

To  stop  this  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  devised  a  system  of  appointing 
native  "  consignees."  These  were  Chinese  merchants,  who  gave  cash 
bonds  to  cover  the  company  against  loss,  and  who  were  allowed  by 
the  company  to  carry  stock  which  was  not  paid  for  until  sold,  thus 
placing  the  whole  strength  of  the  company  back  of  the  dealer  in 
meeting  the  price-cutting  competition.  This  obviated  the  necessity 
of  the  dealer  tying  up  a  Targe  part  of  his  capital  in  stock.  The  con- 
signees were  not  limited  to  Swatow,  but  were  appointed  all  over  the 
territory  inland.  As  a  result  of  this  plan  sales  went  up  by  leaps 
and  bounds  until  now  their  sales  average  400,000  cases  per  annum. 

The  Swatow  branch  oiEce  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  was  opened  in 
1904,  and  with  the  introduction  of  active  methods  the  price  of  oil 
declined.  The  following  year  saw  a  big  increase  in  the  importation 
of  American  oil,  and  1908  saw  the  completion  of  the  company's  tank 
installation.  Imports  of  oil  reached  a  very  high  mark  and  indicated 
the  enormous  business  in  kerosene  that  was  being  vigorously  pushed 
throughout  the  surrounding  country  by  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  and 
the  Asiatic  Petroleum  Co.,  the  latter  having  adopted  the  same  plan 
of  supplying  the  product  through  consignees  to  consumers  direct 
instead  of  through  native  oil  dealers.  The  demand  was  steady  and 
prices  well  maintained. 

In  1910  the  Rangoon  Refinery  Co.  attempted  to  get  a  foothold  in 
the  local  market  with  shipments  amounting  to  176,122  gallons  of  oil, 
and  Borneo  oil  made  its  appearance  with  imports  amounting  to 
280.762  gallons.  The  following  year  the  Texas  Oil  Co.  made  a  trial 
shipment  of  case  oil,  and  the  Rangoon  Refinery  withdrew  from  the 
market.  The  major  portion  of  the  trade  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Co.  and  the  Asiatic  Petroleum  Co. 
Japanese  Oil  Imported  in  Small  Quantities. 

Imports  of  Japanese  oil,  which  commenced  in  November,  1914, 
continued  during  the  first  quarter  of  1915  in  small  quantities.  This 
comes  from  Japan  via  Formosa,  and  is  filled  into  the  empty  cans  of 
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Tarious  brands  used  in  Japan  which  have  been  purchased  second- 
hand. The  equality  is  reported  to  be  poor,  and  it  is  used  principally 
for  adulterating  the  higher  grade  brands  imported  from  the  United 
States  and  Sumatra. 

It  is  expected  that  the  effects  of  the  increased  freight  rates,  which 
have  been  raised  200  to  300  per  cent,  will  soon  be  felt  in  higher  prices 
for  oil. 

[A  report  on  tbe  development  of  tUe  kerosene  trade  of  Swntow,  with  fuU 
details  from  year  to  year,  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


HAIF-YEAE  KEPOET  ON  BEITISH  POTTEEY  TBADE. 

[Consul  Robert  S.  S.  Bergh,  Stoke-on-Trent,  England,  July  14.] 

The  British  Government  Board  of  Trade  has  made  returns  for 
the  half  year  relative  to  the  pottery  trade.  The  exports  and  imports 
both  show  a  falling  off  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  when  compared 
with  the  corresponding  periods  of  1914  and  1913.    The  reports  were : 


Destination. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

tf04.627 
802.087 
784,  E04 
667,098 
346, 20S 

1,237,254 
275,882 
148,219 
292,340 
098,669 

1,982,135 

$773,890 
775.282 
466,683 
648,208 
313. 141 
893,60(1 
240,633 
1J2,783 
244,658 
1,045.061 
1,770,477 

tS68,972 
724  383 

Austr&lia           .           

Brazil      

205,264 

British  East  Indies 

357,328 
ISl  896 

British  South  Africa 

Canada 

€01)733 

33,62> 

New  Zealand  ... ■•..* 

709, 145 

United  States 

998,396 

Othtr countries      .. . 

853,954 

Total      

8,309,923 

7,324,428 

4,734,992 

Imports  showed  a  much  greater  relative  reduction  in  amount  than 
the  exports,  as  reported  for  the  six  months  by  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  amounts  for  corresponding  periods  in  the  three  years  were: 


Articles. 


19U 


1914 


1915 


Ptrcebin,  cUnaware,  and  parlan 

Floor  tiles  for  tessellated  pavement 

All  other  tiies  (except  roofing  and  street  paving) 

San  itar  jr  ware 

Electrical  ware,  door  flttings,  and  chemical  ware, 

Other  earthenware  (including  semiporcelain  and  majolica) 

Jet,  rocklogham,  and  glazed  terra  cotta 

Bed  pottery,  stoneware,  brown  and  yellow  ware 

Total 


$533, 

3, 

65, 

1, 

118, 

1,618, 

6, 

181, 


$519,873 

•   9,8S9 

73,667 

4,020 

125,857 

1,907,001 

2,701 

230,244 


$135,683 

784 

19,855 


2,506 

174,571 

876 

49,693 


2,519,109 


2,873,152 


383,947 


In  addition  to  the  various  shipments  mentioned,  there  were  reex- 
ports for  the  half  year  of  $26,911,  compared  with  $256,094  for  the 
first  half  of  1914,  and  $224,448  for  the  six  months  of  1913. 


SWEDISH  CENSUS  BETTJBNS. 

[Charge  d'Affalres  Jefferson  Caffcry,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  July  10.] 

A  recently  completed  census  puts  the  population  of  Sweden  at 
5,679,607.  Marriages  and  births  are  shown  to  be  decreasing  to  such 
a  degree  that  the  births  in  the  past  year  are  fewer  in  proportion  than 
at  any  time  during  the  170  years  in  which  Sweden  has  had  vital 
statistics. 
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FOBEION  COHHEBCE  OF  ITinTED  STATES  FOB  TUKK 

The  imports  and  exports  of  the  United  States  by  great  groups 
during  the  month  of  June  and  the  12  months  ended  with  June, 
1914r-15,  are  presented  in  the  following  statement: 


Oroups. 

Month  of  Jimc— 

12  months   ended   with 
June— 

1914 

1916 

1914 

1916 

IMTOBia. 

Crude  materials  for  use  In  manuEactming 

Foodstuffs  in  crude  condition  and  food  animals. 

Foodstuffs  partly  or  wholly  manufactured 

Mannfactures  for  further  u.se  in  manufacturing. 
Manufactures  ready  for  consumption 

t50,735,663 
18,317,964 
27,404,077 
25,412,120 
34,585,915 

■     1,073,721 

161,347,388 
18,079.203 
29,558,073 
24,580,056 
23,651,230 
469,190 

1632,865,860 
247,947,621 
227,644,329 
319,275,488 
449,318.214 
16,874,146 

$575,143,070 
223,787,246 
2ft4,970,34e 
237,948,316 
333,263,4:8 
16,059,305 

Total  imports 

157,529,4i0 

157,695,140 

1,893,925,057 

1,874,169,740 

KXPOBTS. 

Crude  materials  tor  use  in  manufacturing 

Foodstuffs  in  crude  condition  and  food  animals. 

Foodstuffs  partly  or  wholly  manufactured 

Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing. 
Manufactures  ready  for  consumption^ 

32,872,355 
11,047,074 
20,075,216 
31,7.55,039 
68,070,074 
285,102 

30,478,641 
26,954,226 
46,334,585 
40,242,473 
110,376,849 
10,698,278 

792,716,109 
137,495,121 
293,218,336 
374,224,210 
724,908,000 
7,122,249 

500.430,254 
507, 0.14, 610 
452,767,729 
357,459,320 
308,634,402 
80,816,144 

1S4,10j,4CO 
2,966,584 

264,145,051 
4,402,365 

2,329,684,025 
34,895,123 

2,716,178,465 
62,410,875 

Foreign  merchandise  exported 

Total  exports 

157,072,044 

268,547,416 

2,364,579,148 

2,768,689,340 

The  increase  in  the  exports  for  June,  1915,  in  the  item  miscellane- 
ous to  a  total  of  nearly  $11,000,000  arises  from  the  exportation  of 
horses  in  that  month,  to  the  value  of  $8,093,419,  and  of  mules,  to  the 
value  of  $2,542,302.  The  total  value  of  horses  exported  during  the 
12  months  ended  June  30,  1915,  was  $64,046,534;  of  mules,  $12,726,- 
143,  and  of  seeds,  $3,757,079. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Grand  Divisions  and  Countries. 

Details  .showing  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  ex- 
ported to  each  of  the  principal  countries  during  June  and  the  12 
months  ended  with  June,  1915,  compared  with  corresponding  periods 
of  the  preceding  year,  follow: 


Countries. 


Month  of  June — 


1914 


1915 


12    months  ended  vith 
Juno— 


1914 


1916 


IMPORTS  FKOU— 


Grand  Dii'isions: 

Kllropo 

.  North  Amrrici. 
Fouth  America.. 

A-i-a 

Ocpiinia 

.\frlc.i 


tC9,100,120 
44,44«,l!'ri 
17,  IIS.2.2 
21,2i-.0.120 
4.113,917 
1.4^9,  ».25 


$44,613,923 
60,061,SS5 
26.2I0.SS9 
20, 713, 195 
6,51rt,429 
4,577,319 


$895.0)2.868 

427,399,3.54 

222.  (,77, 075 

2S6,9,W,4'>« 

42,144,398 

19. 149, 476 


$614,354,646 
473,079,796 
261,489,563 
247,770,103 
62, 52?.  552 
24,953,081 


To'.al l.';7,529,4a) 


PrUcipal  countries: 
Aiislria-lluiigary . 

Ile'jiiuin 

Fr&ncc 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 


157,695,140 


1,893,925,657 


1,674,169,740 


1,314,963 
3,072,054 
9,359,121 
14,826,.':09 
6,090,014 
2,906,920 


226,233 
61,717 
6,350,919 
1,827,889 
6,388,992 
2,610,206 


20,110,834 
41,035,532 
141,448,252 
189,919,136 
66,407,671 
36,394,010 


9,794,418 
10,223,860 
77,158,740 
91,372,710 
64,973,738 
32,6U,8«0 
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Countries. 


Uontb  of  Jane— 


19U 


UU 


12   months    ending   with 
June— 


1>14 


1915 


mrOETS  ntou— continued. 

Principal  countries— Continued. 

Norway 

Russia  In  Europe 

Sweflen 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Mexico 

Cuba 

.\rgcntina 

Brazil 

China 

India,  British 

Japon 

Australia 

EZrOBTS  TO— 

Grand  divblons: 

Europe 

North  America 

South  .America 

Asia 

Oceania 

Africa 

Total 

Principal  countries: 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgltmi 

France  

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Russiain  Europe 

Sweden 

United  Kingdom 

Canada 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Brazil 

China 

India,  British 

Japan 

AustrsUa. 


1637,243 
960,917 

l,2i4,:m 

24,c;7'.'.J03 

lo,  ■>:',,  :i97 
S,.'il3.  t62 

]|^u^y,^lao 

3,  79,!,  IS9 
,''.,(y>l"i,'.K» 
3.(ll>,-«5 

,'-,,::  ii.MS 

7,390.1)78 
1,343,190 


90,310,794 
42,193,673 
7,573,487 
7,ZW,349 
7,437,711 
2,304,030 


1482,871 

i4«i,  ina 

«1',369 

23,i:i4,  111 
H.vlJ.SSO 
N.:!i',i3,s 
22,  137,:»4 
7,i'i:;'i,'.i05 
S,(,(i.->,il78 
4,  VA,  276 
7,  .-.77,  769 
7..'',U,",,  792 
2, 70'J,  547 


181,487,096 
46,637,985 
13,744,090 
13,648,403 
9,534,777 
3,495,065 


$5,107,265 
20,, S3 1,184 
11..Vl'0,  107 

2'I3,  (■.111,304 

I.Mj,  0S9,  709 
02,l'i50,."r66 

131,3(13,794 
45,123,1188 

101,3211,(173 
30, 3.^2, 978 
73,  KiO.  S80 

107, 35.1,  X97 
17,088,534 


1,486,498,729 

528,644,983 

124,530,909 

113,425,616 

83,568,417 

27,901,515 


110,668,884 
2,512,381 
11,061,337 

2,Vi,351,675 

159,571,712 
77,611,091 

185,707,901 
(3,776,258 
99,17,<i,728 
40,156,138 
61.982,703 
98,8^2,638 
23,705,010 


1,971,432,182 
477,081,320 
99,323.957 
114,467,505 
77,764,725 
ZS  519, 051 


157,072,044 


208,547,416 


2,364,579,148 


2,768,588,340 


1,438,221 
4,334,664 
6,885,033 

16.678,848 
5, 705,  ,570 

10,74-.,070 

4(W,015 

1,(X)1,50S 

1,W5,S47 

36,434,342 

28,231,543 
2,497,(16« 
5, 2SS,  486 
2,324,289 
1,734,  ,508 
2,320,113 
l,(!0J.li05 
1,07.1,  !«1 
4,C34,589 


1,5?!3,T46 

43, 107, 426 

1,767 

1.5,l,'i2,,S73 

7,651,762 

1,107,216 

13,914.312 

2,010,448 

88,1,'<1,045 

29,  ,501,783 

3,904,174 

6,935,287 

6, 25  >.  ,300 

3,213,078 

l,s7y,s00 

1,100,310 
4,510,360 
6,658,213 


22,71S.256 

01,219,S94 

159,818.1124 

344,794,376 

74,235,012 

112, 215,  (-.73 

9,0r)S.(J10 

30,08S,(J43 

14,041,226 

,594,271,863 

344,710,981 

38,  74S,  793 

OS,  S.S4, 428 

4.),  179,' 89 

29,963,914 

24,69,S,734 

10, 8,54,  ,591 

61,2)5,523 

45,775,216 


1,240,167 

20,662,315 

369,397,170 

28,863,354 

184,319,683 

143,267,019 

39,074,701 

37,474.380 

78,273,818 

911,792,454 

300,622,405 

34,164,447 

75,531,382 

32,549,608 

25,623,555 

10, 4"^,  475 

11,096,094 

41,514,792 

43, 62},  678 


ALCOHOLS  AND  ALCOHOLIC  BEVEBAGES  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  July  18.] 

Spain's  total  production  of  alcohols  and  alcoholic  beverages  of  all 
kinds  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1914,  was  88,686,471  liters 
(22,107,494  gallons).  The  figures  include  28,323,911  liters  (7,482,340 
gallons)  of  rum,  gin,  brandy,  liqueurs,  and  other  alcoholic  beverages, 
as  well  as  3,284,561  liters  (867,684  gallons)  of  denatured  alcohol. 

The  internal-revenue  tax  for  1914  was  17,049,592  pesetas  as  com- 
pared with  18,493,927  pesetas  in  1913 ;  at  present  exchange  the  peseta 
equals  $0.20.    The  decrease  of  1,444,335  pesetas  ($288,867)  is  noted. 


Notwithstanding  the  tightly  closed  door  into  Afghanistan,  trade 
with  the  outside  world  is  increasing,  important  improvements  are 
projected,  and  European  and  American  ideas,  fashions,  and  mer- 
chandise are  invading  the  country.  For  particulars  see  "British 
India,  with  notes  on  (^lon,  Afghanistan,  and  Tibet,"  price  $l,froiii 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C 
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STANDABD  WAREHOUSES  FOB  CONSEBVUrO  AUEKICAN  COTTON. 

The  importance  of  properly  constructed  storage  houses  which  con- 
form to  the  standards  recommended  by  the  imderwriters'  association 
and  afford  ample  protection  and  a  low  insurance  rate,  as  a  means  to 
help  the  farmer,  banker,  and  business  man  of  the  South  hold  the  sur- 
plus cotton  in  times  of  overproduction  or  unsatisfactory  market  con- 
ditions, is  emphasized  in  a  new  bulletin  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  No.  277,  entitled  "Cotton  Warehouse  Construction." 
Types  of  warehouses  designed  to  command  a  low  insurance  rate  and 
to  minimize  the  cost  of  handling  are  described  in  detail.  An  earlier 
investigation,  the  results  of  which  have  been  published  in  Bulletin 
216,  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  showed  that  although 
the  existing  storage  facilities  in  the  South,  if  used,  could  take  care 
of  an  ordinary  crop,  few  of  them  were  properly  located,  many 
poorly  designed,  the  insurance  rates  and  cost  of  handling  high,  and 
that  m  general  there  was  need  of  a  great  change  in  talnng  care  of 
the  cotton  crop  from  the  time  it  is  picked  until  finally  marketed. 
The  so-called  "country  damage  "  to  cotton  is  estimated  at  $30,000,000 
to  $75,000,000  a  year,  almost  all  of  which  could  be  saved  with  an 
adequate  warehouse  system. 

When  properly  stored  and  insured,  cotton  is  considered  by  many 
to  be  one  of  the  very  best  collaterals  that  can  be  offered  upon  which  to 
loan  money.  Money  loaned  on  cotton  stored  in  such  warehouses 
should  command  a  very  low  rate  of  interest.  One  of  the  primary 
reasons  that  farmers  and  business  men  have  for  storing  cotton,  is  to 
enable  them  to  borrow  money  upon  it  until  market  conditions 
improve. 

The  correct  designing  of  a  cotton  warehouse  is  of  much  im- 
portance, because  upon  the  construction  of  the  warehouse  depends 
the  rate  of  insurance  charged  for  the  cotton  inside  it.  The  average 
insurance  rate,  it  is  said,  in  the  buildings  now  in  use  is  as  high  as 
$2  a  year  on  $100.  In  standard  warehouses,  properly  protected  by 
automatic  sprinkler  equipment,  this  rate  could  be  reduced  to  25 
cents  on  $100.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  that  many  of  the  warehouses  now 
in  use  cost  more  to  build  than  if  they  had  been  made  to  conform  to 
the  standards. 

BECOBD  TBIANOUMTION  MEASUBEMENT. 

tConsuI  General  R.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  BrlUsb  Columbia,  Canada,  July  27.] 

The  longest  distance  ever  measured  in  Canada  by  means  of  the  tri- 
angulation  system  was  recently  accomplished  by  the  Canadian  Greo- 
detic  Survey  in  the  work  in  which  it  is  engaged  m  outlining  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  the  Dominion.  One  of  the  distances  measured  by 
the  triangulation  method  was  135  miles  in  length.  By  the  measure- 
ment of  one  side  of  a  triangle  and  the  reading  of  the  angles  on  the 
transit  at  the  two  ends  of  the  measured  side — which  angles  are 
formed  by  taking  a  sight  at  the  distant  point — the  side  of  the  tri- 
angle required  to  be  measured  can  be  found. 

In  carrying  out  this  feat  it  was  necessary  to  work  at  night  and  to 
use  powerful  acetylene  lamps  to  locate  the  point  135  miles  distant. 
The  transit  or  telescope  is  perched  high  on  a  mountain  side  in  order 
to  overcome  the  curvature  of  the  earth's  surface.  In  a  distance  of  60 
miles  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  elevation  of  2,000  feet  in  order  to  see 

Digitized  by  V^jOO'^ifc^ 


CX)MMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 


717 


the  point  at  which  the  instrument  is  sighted.  In  135  miles  the  eleva- 
tion is  correspondingly  greater.  This  is  perhaps  the  second  longest 
line  ever  measured  by  this  method.  The  record  is  held  for  measure- 
ment across  the  Mediterranean  between  Spain  and  the  northern  shore 
of  Africa,  a  distance  of  over  200  miles. 

How  MeasnTements  Are  Checked. 

This  measurement  is  what  is  known  as  the  primary  triangulation. 
Another  measurement  is  made  over  the  same  course  for  the  purpose 
of  "  cheeking  up "  the  work  to  see  that  no  errors  have  been  made. 
The  secondary  triangulation  is  made  in  the  daytime  with  the  aid  of 
heliograph  signs  which  give  the  points  over  shorter  distances.  A 
comparison  of  this  measurement  is  then  made  with  the  primary  tri- 
angulation. If  they  correspond  within  certain  limits  the  measure- 
ment is  considered  true. 

A  force  of  135  men  has  been  engaged  during  the  summer  on  the 
coast  survey  between  Queen  Charlotte  Soimd  and  Prince  Eupert,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  it  will  take  three  or  four  years  to  complete  the 
line  as  far  south  as  the  forty-ninth  parallel,  which  constitutes  the 
international  boundary. 

FnrAUCIAI  CONDITIONS  PEOMISING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  .4Ifrcd  A.  Wlnslow,  Anckland,  New  Zealand,  July  9.] 

The  money  market  and  financial  conditions  in  New  Zealand  are 
fair,  and  the  future  promising.  Bank  loans  are  made  at  from  5^ 
to  7  per  cent.  Banks  pay  4  per  cent  on  depositis  for  2  years,  3| 
per  cent  on  deposits  for  12  months,  and  2  per  cent  on  deposits  for 
6  months. 

Money  is  plentiful,  but  is  being  handled  very  conservatively,  and 
bankers  are  carrying  large  cash  reserves  ready  to  meet  an  emergency. 
Exports  are  heavy  and  imports  light,  which  is  building  up  an  im- 
mense surplus,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  figures  for  six  years,  up  to 
March  31,  1915: 


Ymt. 

Exports. 

Imparts. 

Excess  Of 
exports. 

I90»-10 

$104,471,039 
lfM,616,0f* 
92,482,241 
110,193,449 
114,003,110 
133,062,330 

ri, 896. 800 
84,G04,424 
96,232,fiS7 
103,701,597 
106.2C0,n7 
96,381,310 

t32,S74,?39 

1910-11 

:o, 011,036 

101 1-U 

a  3, 750, 446 

1912-13 

0,489.KS2 

1913-14 

7,802,333 

1914-15 

37,281,020 

>  Excess  of  imparts. 

The  New  Zealand  Trade  Review  and  Price  Current,  published  at 
Wellington,  says : 

With  such  a  splendid  credit  balance  on  our  trading  an  ample  supply  of  funds 
Is  inevitable;  but  the  question  in  the  minds  of  all  interested  in  finance  is 
naturally  How  long  will  this  condition  last?  There  is  such  a  tremendous 
Wastage  of  capital  through  the  war  that  a  subsequent  shortage  appears  In- 
evitable, and  we  must  be  prepared  for  a  period,  ix>ssibly  a  few  years,  when 
capital  will  not  be  readily  obtainable  and  rates  will  rule  higher  than  we  have 
been  accustomed  to.  The  Government  and  the  various  local  bodies  will  be  re- 
quiring capital,  and  if  the  world's  markets  are  ruling  high  local  funds  will  be 
absorbed.  It  appears,  tlierefore,  that  though  money  is  plentiful  at  present 
there  will  be  ample  investment  for  it  later  on,  and  rates  can  hardly  be  expected 
to  rule  any  easier. 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OPFOBTUNITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  brancli  ofllcea.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  nniuber  given. 

Harbor  improvements,  No.  17857. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Ibe  Far 
East  reports  an  opportunity  for  Ainerican  capitalists  to  promote  and  finance 
harbor  Improvements  in  his  district;  also  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of 
materials  and  supplies  for  this  worii. 

Binder  twine.  No.  17858. — The  commercial  attache  of  a  foreign  sovernment  in 
Washington  reports  that  agricultural  societies  and  merchants  in  his  country 
have  requested  to  be  supplied  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  of  binder  twine  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Oilcloth,  glass,  binding  ttcine,  etc..  No.  17859. — ^A  firm  with  established  connec- 
tions in  Argentina  and  Uruguay  writes  the  Bureau  that  it  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  of  wax,  oilcloth,  calendar  backs,  lithcgrai^c 
supplies,  window  and  looking  glass,  rubber  goods.  Imitation  jewelry,  binding 
twine,  packing  paper,  chemicals,  matches,  and  wUlow  furniture,  etc. 

Drugs,  rubber  goods,  etc..  No.  17800. — ^A  representative  of  a  business  firm,  with 
offices  in  the  West  Indies  and  New  York  City,  states  that  he  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  drugs  and 
drug  sundries  and  mechanical  rubber  goods.  Catalogues  and  prices  should 
be  sent  at  once. 

Lamps,  tubes,  etc..  No.  17861. — A  representative  of  a  firm  in  the  Netherlands 
states  that  he  desires  to  receive  samples  and  quotations  on  the  following 
goods:  BSectric,  gas,  and  oil  lamps;  brass  tubes;  brass  chains;  and  brass 
double  parts  for  making  lamps.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents  In 
New  York  City.  The  New  York  City  address  of  the  representative  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  Us  branch  offices. 

Electrical  supplies,  field  glasses,  absorbent  cotton,  etc..  No.  17862. — A  represent- 
ative of  a  Norwegian  firm,  who  is  at  present  In  New  York  City,  states  that 
he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  pocket  flashlights,  electric  push  buttons,  etc.,  thermome- 
ters for  hospital  use,  field  glasses,  hemp,  and  absorbent  cotton.  Cash  will 
be  paid  against  shipping  documents  In  New  York. 

Birch  and  bass  wood.  No.  17863. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Canada  stating  that  it  desires 
to  receive  quotations  f.  o.  b.  Montreal,  New  York,  and  St.  Thomas  on  birch 
and  bass  w^ood  squares  in  the  following  sizes :  1  by  1  inch,  It  by  1)  inches, 
and  li  by  li  inches,  all  4  feet  long.  These  squares  should  be  free  from 
knots,  checks,  and  shakes. 

General  representation.  No.  17864. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  in  France  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  that 
country  which  desires  to  represent  American  firms.  The  firm  is  well  estab- 
lished and  has  warehouses  and  traveling  salesmen.  It  does  not  specif  any 
particular  line. 

Flax  fiber.  No.  17865. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  business  man  in  Mexico,  stating  that  he  desires  to  receive  the  names 
and  addresses  of  firms  in  the  United  States  which  may  desire  to  purchase 
flax  fiber. 

Hosiery  and  underwear,  No.  17866. — A  business  man  in  France  informs  the  com- 
mercial attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  he  is  having  difficulty 
In  securing  hosiery  and  underwear  for  women.  He  desires  c.  1.  f.  quo- 
tations. 

Snap  buttons.  No.  17867. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  France  reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  pur- 
chase black  and  white  snap  buttons  similar  to  the  samples,  which  may  be 
examined  at  the  bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  The  sizes  desired  are  known 
as  Nos.  7,  9,  and  11.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English,  but  is  preferred  in  French. 

Electric  light  plant.  No.  17868. — .\n  American  consular  officer  In  the  West  In- 
dies transmits  a  report  relative  to  the  reconstruction  of  an  electric  light 
plant  in  his  district  Proposals  for  this  work  will  be  received  until  August 
17.  A  copy  of  this  report  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
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Textiles,  etc.,  No.  17869.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina  has 
transmitted  a  report  relative  to  a  market  for  the  sale  of  cotton  textiles 
and  cotton  yams.  He  has  also  forwarded  samples  of  the  material.  A 
copy  of  his  report  may  be  had  on  app'tcution  and  the  samples  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices. 

Mirrors,  etc..  No.  17870. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  France  reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  pur- 
chase mirror  glass,  mostly  of  the  less  expensive  kind ;  also  brass  and  copper 
frames.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 

Factories,  machinery,  etc..  No.  17871.— The  British  Consul  General  nt  Rotter- 
dam reiwrts  that  the  Council  of  the  IntemntionnI  A8S«)clation  for  Kubbcr 
Cultivation  In  the  Netherlands  East  Indies  is  organizing  an  International 
competition  for:  (1)  A  plan  for  a  complete  rubber  estate  factory,  princi- 
pally for  the  making  of  "crepe";  and  (2)  a  plan  for  a  complete  robber 
estate  factory,  principally  for  the  making  of  "  smoked  sheet."  Both  plans 
are  to  be  drawn  up  in  such  a  way  that  at  first  the  capacity  of  the  factory 
will  amount  to  100,000  kilos  of  dry  rubber  per  annum,  which  by  three 
extensions  can  be  Increased  to  250,000  kilos.  The  projects  should  be  ac- 
companied by  a  detailed  description  of  the  factory  and  the  way  the  com- 
petitor considers  the  product  should  be  treated,  and  also  of  the  necessary 
machinery.  Projects  may  be  made  In  English  and  should  be  sent  in  before 
March  1,  1916,  either  to  the  office  of  the  association,  13  Kneuterdyk,  The 
Hague,  or  to  tl>e  office  of  the  "Algemeene  Vereeuiging  van  ICubberplanters 
ter  Oostkust  van  Sumatra"  at  Medan  (Deli).  A  prize  of  |608  is  offered 
for  the  best  project,  and  $202.69  for  the  second  best  project.  The  Bureau 
has  no  further  Information  relative  to  this  opportunity. 

Telegraph  material.  No.  17872. — The  Imperial  Trade  Correspondent  at  Adelaide, 
Australia,  reports  that  tenders  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Deputy 
Postmaster  General,  Adelaide,  until  August  18,  for  the  supply  and  delivery 
of  battery  material,  such  as  copper,  zincs,  etc.  (schedule  No.  385)  ;  until 
August  25  for  the  supply  and  delivery  of  telegraph  instruments,  such  as 
ammeter,  keys,  etc.  (schedule  No.  383) ;  and  for  the  supply  and  delivery  of 
telephones,  flexipbones,  etc.  (schedule  No.  389).  Copies  of  the  specifications 
and  forms  of  tender  may  be  obtained  from  the  offices  of  the  High  Com- 
missioner In  London  for  the  Commonwealth  of  .\ustraUa,  72  Victoria  Street 
SW.  A  deposit  of  2  per  cent  on  the  first  $2,000  and  of  1  per  cent  on  the 
amount  above  that  sum,  Is  required  with  each  tender.  A  resident  agent 
mu.st  be  appointed.  The  bureau  has  further  information  relative  to  this 
opportunity. 

Tuftea,  etc..  No.  17873. — One  of  the  commercial  attaches  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  who  Is  now  in  Spain,  reports  that  a  finn  of  naval  contractors 
In  that  country  advises  him  that  It  is  In  the  market  for  copper  tubes  for 
steam  engines,  brass  tubes  for  condensers,  and  all  kinds  of  materials  for 
naval  construction. 

Umhrella  material.  No.  17874. — ^The  bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
business  man  in  England  who  asks  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  of  the  metal  parts  for  umbrellas.  He  states  that  he  can 
furnish  references. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  maintains  branch  offices  in 
eight  commercial  centers,  where  business  men  may  more  readily  avail  themselves 
of  the  service  of  the  Bureau.  Reserved  addresses  in  connection  with  "  Foreign 
thide  opportunities"  and  all  lists  of  names  offered  In  connection  with  articles 
published  In  Commekce  Reports  may  be  obtained  from  the  nenrest  office  by 
application  In  letter  form.  The  list  of  offices  follows:  New  York,  Boom  409, 
TTnited  States  Castomhonse ;  Boston.  752  Oliver  Building;  Chicago,  604  Federal 
Bailding;  St.  Xonls,  402  Third  National  Bank  Bnilding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office 
Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United 
States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Under  special  arrangements 
three  conmiercial  orgnnizatlons  cooperate  with  the  Bureau  and  perform  the 
same  services  as  branch  offices.  These  organizations  are:  Cleveland,  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of 
Commerce. 
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SOUTH  WALES  HABEET  FOB  TOILET  FAPEB. 

{Vice  Consul  In  Charge  WilUam  L.  Jenkins,  Swansea,  Wales,  Jane  25.]     ,  ^ 

Official  figures  of  the  amount  of  toilet  paper  annually  used  in 
the  Swansea  district  are  not  available,  owing  to  the  fact  that  most 
of  this  class  of  goods  comes  by  rail  from  London  and  the  small  quan- 
tities that  may  possibly  come  direct  to  the  port  are  not  listed  sepa- 
rately in  the  harbor  statistics,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  trade  is  im- 
portant. 

The  paper  is  sold  chiefly  by  druggists  (known  here  as  chemists) 
and  by  a  few  of  the  large  department  stores.  The  manager  of  one 
house  stated  that  he  had  been  buying  English-made  paper  ex- 
clusively, but  that  recently  he  had  been  having  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing a  supply.  This  is  thought  to  be  due  to  the  delay  in  receiving 
pulp   from   Scandinavia   and   Russia.     Efforts   of   American  ex- 

?iorters  tp  extend  their  trade  in  this  commodity  at  present  are  there- 
ore  opportune. 

Orades  and  Prices — Paper  Towels,  Tablecloths,  etc. 

Three  gi-ades  of  toilet  paper  are  retailed  here  at  S^d.,  4^d.,  and  5d. 
(7,  9,  and  10  cents)  per  roll.  The  paper  is  5  inches  wide,  and  the  5d. 
rolls  contain  about  1,000  pieces.  One  buyer  states-that  his  most  recent 
wholesale  purchasing  prices  per  case  of  144  rolls  were  23s.  ($5.60) 
for  the  cheapest  gi'ade,  27s.  ($0.57)  for  the  medium  grade,  and  34s. 
($8.27)  for  the  best  (5d.)  grade.  He  is  allowed  Is.  6d.  (36  cents)  per 
case  for  carriage  from  London,  which  is  usually  sufficient  to  cover 
that  expense.  Samples  of  the  S^d.  and  4^d.  grades  are  sent  here- 
with for  examination  [and  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices].  Local  buyers  usually 
receive  a  2J  per  cent  discount,  30  days. 

Paper  towels,  tablecloths,  etc.,  are  practically  not  known  to  the 
Swansea  trade,  and  therefore  no  data  can  be  given.  It  is  a  matter 
of  interest  and  one  that  should  receive  consideration  in  planning  ad- 
vertising propaganda  in  this  country  that  table  napkins  (linen  or 
paper)  are  commonly  called  "  serviettes  "  here. 

Advertising — Quotations  and  Samples. 

Although,  as  a  general  nile,  this  country  does  not  take  up  with 
new  things  as  quickly  as  the  United  States,  there  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  introduced  and  pushed  vigorously.  It  is  clearly 
a  matter  of  education  and  advertismg.  Samples  of  paper  and  fix- 
tures should  be  sent  to  the  firms  whose  names  are  forwarded  [and 
obtainable  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branches],  together  with  quotations.  If  results  are 
not  obtained  by  this  method,  it  is  suggested  that  the  ground  could  be 
covered  by  a  tondon  agent  having  rights  over  this  territory. 

All  quotations  should  be  in  English  currency.  This  is  particularly 
important  when  endeavoring  to  interest  firms  in  a  new  line,  as  they 
will  not  bother  to  do  the  converting  themselves.  Prices  should  be 
stated  c.  i.  f.  Swansea,  Cardiff,  or  London,  and  samples  of  all  goods 
should  accompany  quotations. 


WASRIKCTON  ;  COTEENSIENT  PBIN'TIXG  OFFICE  :  UU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAILT  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Fflr  ule  bjr  the  Superiotendent  of  Documents,  WuIu]istoii,D.  C.,«ty2^  per  Tear 

No.  187      Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  August  11  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Fage. 

Forelgnvesseb  admitted  toAmerican  registry.  721      The  trade  In  copper 729 

Cotton  handling  at  Houston 721      RalUess  trains  in  China .' 720 

Spanish  dealers  prepared  to  buy  American  Kules  framed  by  "  Eastland"  inquiry  board 

paper 722         adopted 730 

Imports  by  cotmtries  into  New  Zeidand 724      Chilean  traTel-informaticm  bureau 731 

Fruit  growers' cooperative  selling  plan 724  First  Canadian  production  of  metallic  nickel..  731 

A  young  men's  chamber  of  commerce 725      Resources  of  the  Weikiu  dlslrict 733 

American  trade  balance *726      Spanish  import  duty  on  wheat  and  flour 734 

Dominican  coastwise  servloe 733      Foreign  trade  opportunities 73S 

Swatow sugar  industry  losing  In  competition..  727 

FOREIGN  VESSELS  ADUITTEI)  TO  AHEBICAN  BEOISTBT. 

During  the  week  ended  August  7,  1915,  there  were  admitted  to 
American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  four  vessels — 
freight  steamers — of  a  total  tonnage  of  16,316  gross,  as  follows: 
Winnebago,  4,362  gross,  formerly  Norwegian  Uaugarland;  Solveig, 
4,409  gross,  formerly  Norwegian  Solveig;  Lapland,  3,719  gross, 
formerly  Norwegian  Hero;  Rygja,  3,826  gross,  formerly  Norwegian 
Rygja. 

These  vessels  are  all  owned  by  the  American  Trans- Atlantic  Co. 
(Inc.),New  York,  N.  Y. 

The  bark  Paolina,  1,337  gross  tons,  reported  for  the  week  ended 
July  10,  1915,  together  with  the  four  vessels  above  named,  make  a 
total  of  five  vessels,  17,653  gross  tons,  admitted  under  this  act  up  to 
August  7,  1915,  since  the  beginning  of  the  new  fiscal  year  July 
1,  1915. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  under  this  act  there 
were  admitted  149  vessels  of  527,071  gross  tons. 


COTTON  HANDLING  AT  HOUSTON. 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  E.  Judd,  New  Orleans,  La.] 

Referring  to  the  article  regarding  the  Houston  ship  channel  in 
Commerce  Reports  for  August  10,  1915,  a  Houston  paper  states: 
"  It  is  practically  certain  that  the  Farmers'  Union  of  Texas  will  build 
a  central  warehouse  in  Houston  for  the  concentration  of  cotton." 
Houston  bankers  haVe  pledged  themselves  to  finance  all  cotton 
brought  to  the  port  on  as  favorable  terms  as  are  granted  in  any  other 
market. 

The  warehouse  proposal  now  imder  discussion  contemplates  the 
erection  of  storage  space  for  200,000  to  300,000  bales  of  cotton  and 
the  erection  of  a  large  compress.    The  site  for  the  proposed  com- 

{)ress  and  warehouse  is  a  few  miles  south  of  Harrisburg,  with  a 
arge  frontage  on  the  ship  channel.  It  is  reported  that  an  option  has 
already  been  obtained  on  the  desired  land.  The  plans  under  dis- 
cussion call  for  the  expenditure  of  between  $250,000  and  $500,000  by 
the  members  of  the  association. 

3604*— u  721 
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SPANISH  DEALERS  PBEFAEED  TO  BTTT  AUEEICAIT  FAFES. 

[Coosul  Wilbur  T.  Graeey,  Seville,  Spain,  Joly  &] 

In  response  to  inquiries  received  from  an  American  paper  manu- 
facturer, circular  letters  have  been  sent  to  the  various  dealers  in 
this  city,  and  the  replies  show  that  there  may  be  a  possible  oppor- 
tunity tor  the  sale  of  American  paper  at  this  port. 

Paper  has  been  received  here  from  Germany,  France,  and  Eng- 
land, the  importations  at  Seville  during  1913  amounting  to  8,235,774 
pounds.  The  total  fell  off  in  1914  to  4,872,358  pounds,  largely  on 
account  of  the  war  and  the  closing  of  the  principal  sources  of  supply. 
Paper  statistics  of  the  customhouse,  with  weight  in  pounds,  are : 


Artielos. 


Cipirctte  paper 

Old  and  wrapping  paper. 
AU  other  classes , 


From  Span- 
ish ports. 


147,580 
3,»9O,0OO 
2,677,798 


From  abroad. 


41,197 

3l,24« 
12$,S90 


The  cheaper  qualities  are  secured  principally  from  Spanish  ports 
and  are  probably  largely  of  Spanish  manufacture,  though  consider- 
able quantities  of  paper,  as  well  ns  other  classes  of  goods,  appear  in 
the  customs  statistics  here  as  of  Spanish  origin  when  they  are  actu- 
ally foreign,  imported  at  some  other  Spanish  port,  and  reshipped  to 
Seville.  The  customs  statistics  of  Seville  can  not,  therefore,  be  con- 
sidered as  a  good  index  of  the  actual  foreign  trade.  The  higher 
quality  goods  are  usually  from  foreign  sources. 

Xatett  Statistios  of  Importatioii*  of  Paper  Fnlp. 

The  latest  statistics  available  for  all  Spain,  those  of  1913,  which 
are  perhaps  a  better  index  than  would  be  the  abnormal  figures  of 
1914,  show  that  the  total  importation  of  paper  pulp  for  that  year 
was  46,000  metric  tons  (metric  ton  —  2,204.62  poimds),  with  an  esti- 
mated value  of  $932,000,  the  countries  of  origin  being:  Germany, 
9,000  metric  tons;  Austria,  67;  Belgium,  375;  Cuba,  6;  United  States, 
276;  France,  196;  England,  739;  Holland,  142;  Norwav,  8,479;  Por- 
tugal, 60;  Russia,  2,682;  Sweden,  23,459;  Switzerland,  266. 

During  this  same  year  (1913)  Spain  also  imported  1,600  tons  of 
paper,  with  an  approximate  value  or  $186,456.  Of  this,  the  importa- 
tion from  Germany  was  valued  at  $82,016.  More  than  $35,000  worth 
of  envelopes  were  imported  into  Spain  during  1913. 

Wrapping  paper  seen  here  is  or  a  quality  inferior  to  that  usually 
sold  in  the  United  States.  Much  of  it  is  very  thin,  almost  tissue, 
yellow  in  color,  with  colored  lines  printed  on  it.  Paper  and  envelopes 
for  correspondence  purposes  are  usually  what  is  known  in  the  United 
States  as  thin  foreign  "  paper,  the  envelopes  often  being  double,  the 
inner  one  of  some  dark  color,  which  prevents  the  correspondence 
being  read  through  the  semitransparent  outer  covering. 

Colored  papers  of  the  cheaper  classes  are  largehr  used  for  posters 
and  handbills,  and  there  is  a  considerable  call  for  colored  glazed 
papers,  silvered,  gilded,  and  brocaded  papers  for  use  in  wrapping 
soaps,  perfumes,  etc.,  and  inquiries  have  recently  been  received  at 
this  office  for  this  class  of  goods. 
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Prices  Quoted  In  American  Currency  Confusing. 

The  quoting  of  prices  on  paper  in  American  currency  is  very  con- 
fusing for  this  market,  as  <][uotations  made  by  the  local  firms  are  in 
pesetas  (1  silver  peseta  varies  almost  daily,  the  present  value  being 
18.32  cents,  but  the  gold  peseta  has  a  fixed  ratio  with  gold  of  19.3 
cents).  French  firms  quote  in  francs,  which  has  a  fixed  ratio  of 
19.3  cents,  the  same  as  the  gold  peseta,  and  American  firms  can  prolja- 
bly  not  do  better  than  use  this  as  the  basis  of  quotations  for  the 
local  market,  as  it  is  a  fixed  currency  well  known  to  the  trade. 
French  and  other  European  countries  usually  have  an  advantage 
over  Americans  in  that  they  are  near  enough  and  sufficiently  familiar 
with  the  trade  to  be  able  to  make  quotations  c.  i.  f.  Spanish  ports, 
while  as  a  general  rule  the  best  quotations  from  America  are  always 
made  f.  o.  b.  shipping  port  in  the  United  States.  The  quoting  of 
prices  f.  o.  b.  factory,  which  is  sometimes  done  in  the  United  States, 
is  exceedingly  confusing  to  the  Spanish  trade  and  should  not  be  used, 
if  it  is  possible  to  avoid  doing  so. 

Francs  may  be  considered  as  the  currency  of  quotation  for  paper 
sold  on  this  market,  as  it  is  almost  always  xised.  Local  firms  usually 
receive  terms  of  30  days  on  small  quantities  and  from  90  to  120  days 
on  orders  of  importance.  Practically  all  the  German,  Austrian, 
French,  and  English  firms  exporting  to  this  market  grant  terms  of 
90  days.  Cost  of  packing  is  not  usually  included  in  the  price  of  the 
goods.  No  special  methods  in  paclcing  paper  are  necessary  for  this 
market. 

It  is  important  in  giving  particulars  of  paper  to  carefully  specify 
the  weight  per  package. 

Approved  Uethods  of  Uaking  SUpments. 

Letters  addressed  to  firms  here  should  be  in  Spanish,  as  English  is 
little  used  and  usually  not  understood.  Postage  should  be  fully  pre- 
paid, as  many  complaints  are  received  of  underpayment.  Full  for- 
eign postage  of  5  cents  is  necessary  on  mail  for  this  country.  Cargoes 
intended  for  Seville  may  be  shipped  direct  from  New  York  by 
steamers  of  the  Trans- Atlantica  Line  or  the  Gans  Line,  which  have 
direct  services  to  ports  within  this  district.  The  Trans-Atlantica  is 
considered  the  most  speedy,  as  its  steamers  stop  at  Cadiz  on  the  out- 
ward voyage,  while  those  of  the  other  line  do  not  usually  make 
Seville  or  any  other  port  in  this  district  until  their  homeward  trip. 
Owing  to  recent  fluctuations,  rates  of  freight  can  not  be  given  in  this 
report.  It  may  be  roughly  estimated  that  the  freight  from  European 
ports,  from  which  imports  can  now  be  made,  will  average  about  30 
per  cent  less  than  from  American  cities. 

Most  of  the  firms  handling  paper  are  glad  to  receive  advertising 
matter,  especially  if  it  is  in  Spanish.  Thejr  are  likely  to  have  branch 
houses  or  agents  in  the  cities  of  this  district,  such  as  Cadiz,  Huelva, 
Cordoba,  Badajoz,  Jerez  de  la  Frontera,  etc.  The  territory  covers 
64,059  square  miles  and  contains  a  population  of  5,170,000  people. 

[Several  persons  have  recently  made  inquiries  at  the  Seville  consulate  for 
paper  of  different  qualities,  and  the  few  samples  on  file  there  have  been  shown 
them.  Those  interested  in  the  exportation  of  these  goods  should  send  samples, 
prices,  terms,  etc.,  to  that  office,  and  to  the  parties  who  have  made  inquiries, 
a  list  of  whom  can  be  secured  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck>m- 
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merce  or  its  branch  offices.  A  general  list  of  paper  dealers  is  also  included. 
A  "  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity,"  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  May  24, 
1915,  offered  the  address  of  a  person  interested  In  marble  paper  for  wrapping 
perfumery,  soap,  etc.,  and  this  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  bureau  or  its 
branches.  The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  issued  a  mono- 
graph containing  a  special  series  of  consular  reports  on  "  Paper  and  Stationery 
Trade  of  tlie  World,"  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Snperinteadent 
of  Documents,  Washington.  D.  C,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  at  50  cents  per  copy.] 


IMPOETS  BY  COTINTEIES  INTO  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslov,  Auckland,  July  6.] 

There  was  a  marked  decline  of  imports  into  New  2iealand  for  the , 
first  quarter  of  1915,  as  compared  with  the  like  period  in  1914,  Canada 
and  the  west  coast  of  the  United  States  being  the  only  important 
coimtries  that  made  trade  gains,  as  the  following  table  shows: 


Imported  from — 

First  quar- 
tor  1914. 

First  quar- 
ter 1915. 

Imported  from — 

First  quar- 
ter l'J14. 

First  qiiar- 
ter  191S. 

United  Kingdom 

(17,701,149    tl3.420.S14 

$212,783 
21,047 

2,3M,1A2 

.'hI1,641 

3,871,040 

Il.'i8,541 
26,960 

Canada: 

Gast coast  ........... 

4'!4,28S 
156,599 
5,047,748 
189,701 
171,495 
861,755 
127,848 

719, OSS 

421.240 

2,849,331 

3,567 

103,296 

6,898 

88,239 

Philippine  Islands 

United  States: 

Ea?t  coast 

West  coast 

1  831  468 

Aostrolla 

1,011,244 

3,795,2<)8 

Belgium .       ............ 

All  other  countries 

Total 

Germany 

31,763,250 

24,434,954 

This  heavy  decline  in  imports  can  not  well  continue  much  longer, 
for  stocks  in  general  are  very  low,  while  some  lines  are  entirely  ex- 
hausted. Shipping  facilities  have  been  a  handicap,  especially  from 
the  east  coast  of  the  United  States,  but  improvement  in  this  regard  is 
anticipated  from  now  on.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  above 
drop  means  more  than  appears  on  the  face,  because  prices  have  ad- 
vanced materially  since  1914. 


FETIIT  GEOWEKS'  COOPEBATIVE  SELLING  PLAN. 

[Consul  Fclli  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada,  Aug.  2.] 

Five  thousand  Ontario  fruit  growers  this  season  are  cooperating 
with  retail  merchants.  Year  after  year  these  fruit  growers  have  been 
faced  with  the  question  of  the  proper  distribution  of  their  fruit, 
and  many  complaints  have  arisen  due  to  certain  localities  receiving 
an  oversupply,  while  other  and  larger  sections  of  the  country  have 
been  without  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  con- 
sumer. 

This  year  these  fruit  growers  got  together  and  subscribed  jointly 
to  a  campaign  of  advertising,  the  object  of  which  was  simply  to  urge 
consumers  to  see  their  fruit  dealer  and  have  him  make  provision  for 
them  by  securing  fruit  in  advance.  The  fruit  dealer  himself  was 
provided  with  the  same  information  through  the  trade  press.  This 
plan  has  worked  so  successfully  that  consumers  all  over  Canada  are 
to-day  able  to  secure  plentiful  supplies  of  all  fruits,  and  the  retailer 
has  increased  his  busmess,  bis  fruit  in  many  instances  being  sold  in 
advance  of  its  arrival  at  his  store. 
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A  TOXJHO  MEH'S  CHAMBER  OF  COMUEBCE. 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  B.  Jadd,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Aug.  5.] 

An  evidence  of  changed  business  spirit  in  New  Orleans  fully  as 
promising  as  the  construction  projects  for  modernizing  the  harbor 
that  have  been  reported  on  in  Commerce  Reports  is  the  successful 
formation  within  the  past  month  of  a  Young  Men's  Branch  of  the 
New  Orleans  Association  of  Commerce.  In  view  of  the  small  part 
taken  by  the  young  men  of  this  city  in  public  affairs  in  the  past,  it  is 
particularly  significant  that  the  establishment  of  this  auxiliary  is 
the  result  of  the  initiative  of  a  group  of  young  business  men,  and  not 
of  any  suggestion  from  the  senior  body. 

About  two  months  ago  a  small  group  of  young  men,  "  feeling  that 
there  was  a  gap  in  the  public-spirited  ousiness  community  by  reason 
of  the  lack  of  an  effective  and  organized  participation  by  fiie  younger 
men  in  the  work  of  civic  upbuilding,"  petitioned  the  board  of  di- 
rectors of  the  Association  of  Commerce  to  authorize  the  organization 
of  a  young  men's  branch.  Their  request  met  with  ready  approval, 
and  the  idea  proved  so  popular  that  some  230  members  of  the  new 
auxiliary  were  present  at  the  organization  meeting  July  15.  At 
present  the  membership  is  over  300  without  any  regular  member- 
ship campaign  having  been  carried  on.  Practically  every  com- 
mercial and  professional  group  in  the  city  is  represented. 

The  object  of  the  organization  is  to  provide  a  means  for  acquaint- 
ing the  young  men  of  New  Orleans  with  civic  questions  and  to  afford 
a  medium  for  the  expression  of  their  opinions  on  matters  affecting 
the  younger  business  element.  Membership  is  open  to  all  white  men 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  30  who  are  not  m  control  of  a  commercial 
enterprise  that  is  eligible  for  membership  in  the  senior  organization. 
Control  is  vested  in  an  executive  committee  of  21  members,  whose 
chairman  is  the  presiding  officer  of  the  association.  Its  committee 
organization  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  senior  body,  with  the  addition 
of  such  committees  as  are  needed  to  handle  matters  coming  more 
especially  within  the  purview  of  the  younger  men.  To  give  the  mem- 
bers training  in  handling  the  practical  problems  which  come  before 
a  commercial  association,  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  few  members  of 
each  committee  attend  all  meetings  of  the  corresponding  committee 
of  the  Association  of  Commerce. 

The  organization  work  has  been  completed,  and  plans  are  now 
under  way  for  an  active  membership  campaign  and  a  series  of  trips 
about  the  city  and  talks  by  civic  and  commercial  experts  to  assist 
the  members  in  familiarizing  themselves  with  local  conditions.  An 
employment  bureau  to  serve  the  younger  men  is  also  under  con- 
sideration. 

A  similar  organization  has  been  in  existence  in  Baton  Eouge,  La., 
for  several  months,  and  letters  received  by  the  local  organization 
indicate  that  the  idea  is  rapidly  taking  hold  in  other  cities  of  the 
South.  

Failure  to  secure  the  schooners  needed  resulted  in  the  canceling  of 
an  order  for  over  a  million  feet  of  lumber  which  had  been  obtained  by 
an  American  concern  through  a  trade  opportunity  submitted  by 
Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  of  Ceiba,  Honduras. 
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AMEBICAN  TSADE  SAIANCE. 

Imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending  August 
7.  1915,  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  were: 


Districts. 

Imports. 

Duties 
collected. 

Exports. 

S7,641 

2,693,620 
21,971,3^3 

1,775,199 
424,983 
684,606 

1,959,922 
250,  .'563 
950,920 

1,667,028 
463,956 
997,895 
446,568 

t2,2(» 

226,091 
2,5M,329 

158,786 
13,102 
2,737 

147,124 
67,885 
94,851 
12,250 
21,682 

145,088 
14,343 

«317,265 

Massachusetts  (Boston) 

1,4U>,888 

Now  York  ...., 

29,157,763 

Philadelphia     .                    

2,741,898 

1,737,945 

Virginia  (Norfolk)              

1,730,678 

1,909,421 

Galveston        .. , 

528,321 

Bad  Francisco                           .. 

1,123,603 

2,503,590 

Buffalo 

1,403,740 

725,060 

Michigan  (Detroit)  

2,898,565 

Total 

34,294,2S2 

3,432,077 

48,239,(37 

The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  August  7  in  the  13  customs  districts  of 
$13,945,456.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  92  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  coimtry,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  Jime,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  August  7  amounted  to 
37,484  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1914,  approximately 
8,548,051  bales. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  at  the  13  customs  dis- 
tricts, by  weeks,  follow: 


Weolc  ending. 


Imports. 


Datles 
collected. 


Exports. 


Excess  ot 
experts. 


June  S. . 
June  12.. 
June  19 . . 
Juno  26 . . 
July  3.., 
July  10.. 
July  17.. 
July  24.. 
July  31.. 
August  7 


$27,017,651 
32,621,619 
30,062,279 
31,894,639 
29,896,465 
23,120,932 
32,908,191 
31,213,917 
30,258,698 
84,994,282 


$3,253,010 
3,533,678 
4,373,381 
3,.W1,83S 
3,169,099 
2,734,116 
3,778.167 
3,762,327 
8,694,780 
3,432,077 


$44,213,871 

46,877,828 
49,177,387 
40,944,204 
50,442,243 
40,»)1,14S 
40,270,553 
64,122,360 
54,234.569 
48,239,737 


$17,196,220 
14,256,207 
19,115,088 

9,049,565 
20,545,778 
17,674,214 

7,302,362 
22,906,443 
23,975,871 
13,945,455 


DOMINICAN  COASTWISE  SEBVICE. 

[Vice  Consul  Juan  M.  llerrero,  Santo  Domingo,  July  12.] 

Recently  a  law  passed  the  Dominican  Senate  aiming  at  the  repeal 
of  the  decree  of  October  1, 1914  [which,  as  explained  in  Supplement. 
26b  to  CIoMMERCE  Reports  for  July  15,  1915,  limits  the  coasting 
trade  of  the  Dominican  Republic  to  national  vessels],  and  allowing 
foreign  vessels  to  enter  the  coastwise  service.  The  law  was  sent  to 
the  House  of  Deputies,  but,  after  quite  a  long  discussion,  failed  to 
pass  that  body. 

Merchants  and  manufacturers  all  over  the  country  were  hoping 
that  something  would  be  done  by  Congress  to  remedy  existing  con- 
ditions. The  Dominican  merchant  marine,  consisting  of  a  few  Hoops, 
is  inadequate  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  domestic  commerce,  with 
the  consequent  delay  incident  to  navigation  by  sailboats. 
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SWATOW  STJGAE  INDTTSXaT  LOSING  IK  COMPETITION. 

[Consul  G.  C.  Hanson,  Swatov,  China,  May  28.] 

Swatow's  sugar  industry  reached  its  high-water  mark  in  1899,  after 
which  exports  of  both  brown  and  white  sugar  steadily  declined.  In 
1904,  1907,  1910,  and  1911  slight  recoveries  were  made,  but  since  the 
last  two  years  mentioned  the  sugar  shipments  from  Japan  and  Hong- 
kong have  continued  to  force  the  Swatow  sugar  to  give  way  in  the 
markets  of  China,  and  Swatow's  once  great  leading  industry  is  meet- 
ing the  same  fate  that  befell  China's  tea  trade.  Cx)incident  with  the 
decline  of  the  exports  of  Swatow  sugar  has  been  the  increase  in  the 
imports  into  this  sugar-producing  district  of  Java  sugar  refined  in 
Hongkong. 

The  temporary  recovery  of  the  trade  in  1904  was  due  to  a  failure 
of  the  crop  in  Java,  so  that  as  all  of  the  sugar  of  the  1903  local  crop 
had  been  sold  merchants  were  enabled  to  hold  for  a  rise  and  the 
price  of  brown  sugar  increased  from  $2.44  to  $2.83  and  white  sugar 
from  $3.44  to  $4.39  per  hundredweight.  Considerable  white  sugar, 
which  had  never  before  been  sent  away  to  foreign  countries  in  any 
lar^e  quantities,  found  its  way  into  markets  outside  of  China.  Still, 
during  the  same  year  imports  of  foreign  sugar,  both  white  and  re- 
fined, increased  considerably. 
Downward  Slnsip  Becomes  Very  Harked. 

The  1905  season  found  Swatow  sugar  again  on  the  decline.  The 
downward  slump  in  1906  was  very  marked.  A  significant  feature  of 
that  year  was  the  increase  in  the  importations  of  white  and  refined 
sugar  from  Hongkong,  Java,  and  the  Malay  States.  These  sugars, 
intrinsically  superior,  found  a  ready  market  in  Swatow,  and  even 
undersold  the  local  product. 

Exports  of  Swatow  sugar  increased  in  1907  and  imports  of  the 
Hon^ong  varieties  decrea-sed.  Despite  bad  business  conditions  in 
Swatow  in  1908,  the  sugar  trade  held  its  own.  Prices  advanced  con- 
siderably in  1909  and  exports  fell  off. 

At  this  period  it  was  becoming  more  evident  that  a  taste  for  the 
cleaner  and  cheaper,  though  probably  less  sweet,  foreign  refined  sugar 
was  being  generally  acquired,  and  the  disappearance  of  the  crude 
Swatow  product  as  a  foodstuff  did  not  appear  to  be  likely  to  be  com- 
pensated for  by  its  occasional  use  in  the  arts  as  an  ingredient  in  dye- 
ing silk  piece  goods.  It  was  reported  that  farmers  were  extendm^ 
their  orange  orchards  over  the  former  cane  brakes.  The  imports  ot 
foreign  sugar  made  substantial  gains  during  1909. 

The  1910  export  figures  for  both  brown  and  white  sugar,  brown 
especially,  gained  over  the  figures  of  1909,  while  the  imports  of  for- 
eign sugar  fell  off.  This  was  due  to  a  rise  in  the  world's  sugar  prices, 
consequent  on  the  reported  failure  of  the  Cuban  crop,  which  caused  a 
brisk  demand  for  the  cheaper  grades  of  sugar  and  gave  an  impetus 
to  the  trade  in  the  native  article.  The  revival  of  the  industry  con- 
tinued in  1911  and  imports  reached  a  very  low  ebb. 
Industry  Affected  by  Xack  of  Improved  Kethods. 

Pessimism  returned  in  1912,  and  1913  witnessed  a  further  decline 
in  the  exports  of  Swatow  sugar,  while  the  imports  of  foreign  sugar 
almost  reached  the  record  mark  made  in  1906.  Absence  of  improved 
methods  in  the  cultivation  of  the  cane  and  in  the  preparation  of  the 
sugar  still  prevailed.    The  downward  course  of  the  local  industry 
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continued  in  the  early  part  of  1914,  bnt  with  the  outbreak  of  war 
conditions  commenced  to  change.  Imports  of  sugar  into  Swatow  in 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  dwindled  practically  to  nothing,  and  a 
demand  was  created  for  Swatow  sugar  to  fill  the  place  of  the  foreign 
article  formerly  imported.  Without  doubt  the  local  industry  will 
be  stimulated  during  1915,  But  apparent  recoveries  in  the  industry 
have  not  been  due  to  any  improvement  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
article  or  in  methods  of  production  but  to  disturbances  in  the  world's 
sugar  market,  such  as  the  failure  of  the  Java  crop  in  1904,  that  of 
the  Cuban  crop  in  1910,  and  the  disappearance  of  Germany's  beet- 
sugar  export  trade  during  the  war. 

The  Chinese  method  of  fertilizing  the  soil  could  be  improved  by 
using  modern  fertilizers  in  a  scientific  way  in  place  of  the  more  costly 
bean  cake.  There  is  a  local  concern  making  such  a  fertilizer,  but  the 
Chinese  planters  have  retained  the  former  methods.  There  are  two 
varieties  of  cane  produced  in  the  district,  one  reddish  in  color,  5  to  7 
feet  tall,  and  over  1  inch  in  diameter;  the  other  called  the  white 
cane,  which  is  6  to  8  feet  high  and  1  inch  in  diameter.  The  former 
in  its  natural  state  is  popular  with  the  natives,  who  chew  it  because 
of  the  excellent  flavor  of  the  juice;  the  latter  is  used  for  crushing  to 
obtain  the  sugar  that  is  marketed.  Antiquated  methods  are  used  in 
extracting,  evaporating,  and  refining  the  product.  As  a  result,  the 
sugar  from  the  Hongkong  refineries  has  been  taking  the  place  of 
Swatow  sugar  both  in  the  north  and  Yangtze  River  Valley,  and  sugar 
from  Japanese  refineries  has  been  drivmg  native  sugar  from  the 
markets  in  Maiichuria. 

The  Hongkong  sugar  refineries  are  operated  by  companies  that 
control  Chinese  coastwise  shipping  lines,  and  the  Japanese  refining 
companies  are  in  a  favorable  position  for  obtaining  satisfactory  rates 
from  the  numerous  Japanese  steamship  lines,  so  that  an  American 
refining  company  either  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  or  the  Philippine 
Islands,  unless  suitable  freight  agreements  could  be  made,  would 
compete  under  difficulties  with  the  Hongkong  and  Japanese  refineries 
for  a  footing  in  the  vast  and  promising  sugar  markets  of  China.  If 
the  United  States  were  not  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  a  merchant 
marine,  or  if  favorable  rates  could  be  obtained,  there  would  be  no 
reasons,  other  than  too  high  a  cost  of  production  and  refining,  why 
sugar  fi*om  the  Pliilippine  Islands  should  not  gain  a  footing  in  the 
Chinese  market. 
Present  Wholesale  and  Betail  Prices. 

Local  merchants  are  granted  one  month's  credit  by  the  Swatow 
agents  of  the  Hongkong  refineries.  Present  wholesale  and  retail 
prices  of  sugar  on  the  Swatow  market  are : 

Grad«of.ag«r.  p.r  100         ^f^^^ 


Native  raw »2.43  10.027 

Native  brown 8.00  i 

Native  white 3.81  .042 

Bongkong  white 4.67  .054 

Hongkong  rtaned 4.8i)  .068 

[A  more  complete  report,  with  detailed  statements  of  the  derelopments  In  the 
Industry  from  year  to  year,  may  be  bad  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
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mestlc  C!ommerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Samples  of  sugar  accompanying  tbe 
report  may  also  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  branch  offices  at  New  York, 
Boston,  New  Orleans,  Seattle,  San  Friancisco,  and  Philadelphia.  These  samples 
Include  raw  (No.  1),  brown  (No.  2),  and  white  (No.  3)  native  sugars,  and 
Hongkong  refined  (No.  4)  and  white  (No.  5)  sugars  Imported  Into  Swatow. 
lists  of  dealers  In  imported  sugar  at  Swatow  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
or  any  of  its  branches.] 


THE  TRADE  IN  COPFEB. 


Imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan,  during 
the  week  ended  July  31, 1915,  were  as  follows: 


IMPOSTS. 


Coontrtes. 

Ore,  matte  and 

regulus  (copper 

content). 

Pigs,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  eta, 

Canftdfi . 

Poania. 

986,877 

25,700 

$02,9SO 
1,417 

Poanit. 

19,639 

1,722,306 

234,107 

t3,085 

Peru 

194,084 

jacan .......................>•.. 

49,  SIS 

Chono     -  -  r 

64,950 

5,196 

Total       

1,076,227 

99,5931.976.052 

246,987 

DOMESTIC  EXP0BT8. 


Countries. 


France 

Italy 

Metnerlands 

Norway 

Bnssia , 

England  ... 
Scotland... 

Canada 

Panama 

Maxico 


Figs,  Ingots,  bais,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 


Pomtdi. 

1,477,017 

4,399,329 

381,051 

1,078,014 

3,017,216 

2,408,982 

112,046 

2,305 

1.0S9 

8,843 


1*7,557 

660,244 

77,366 

172,219 

379. 3S7 

4£C,900 

23,680 

523 

214 

1,630 


Countries. 


Argentina 

Brazil , 

Colombia 

Unieuay 

Britah  East  Indies 
Dutch  East  Indies  . 

Australia 

Philippine  Islands 

Total 


Pig8,lngots.tiar3,plate3, 
and  old,  etc. 

Poundi. 

44,475 

»,877 

6,573 

1,103 

10,995 

2,281 

2,508 

637 

1,745 

380 

55,885 

'2'SS 

11,877 

*'^ 

6,409 

1,162 

12,026,139 


3,2BS,2U 


SAIUESS  TBAHS  IN  CHINA. 

{Consul  C.  B.  Gauss,  detailed  as  vice  consul  in  charge,  Shanghai,  China,  July  7.1 

The  railless  electric  cars  that  were  placed  on  the  Shanghai  streets 
several  months  ago  by  the  Shanghai  Tramways  Co.  and  subsequently 
withdrawn  on  account  of  the  imperfect  roadbed  have  now  been  re- 
stored, the  roads  having  been  rebuilt  with  concrete  foundation  and 
surface  so  as  to  be  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  cars.  Five  cars  are 
being  placed  in  service  on  one  road.  A  number  of  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  cars  since  they  were  first  placed  in  service. 
It  is  expected  that  this  railless-car  system  will  be  given  a  thorough 
test,  and  if  it  proves  successful  other  routes  will  be  established. 


Cotton  duck — 6,  8,  and  10  ounce  goods — are  in  steady  demand  in 
Australia;  also  72-inch  duck  for  tents,  veranda  shades,  etc. 
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EULES  FEAMED  BY  "  EASTLAND  "  INaiHEY  BOABD  ADOPTED. 

A  statement  has  been  issued  by  the  board  of  inquiry  into  the  East- 
land disaster,  explaining  the  necessary  adjournment  of  its  proceed- 
ings because  of  legal  restrictions  placed  by  the  Federal  coiirt  upon 
the  examination  of  witnesses  while  the  grand  jury  investigation  is 
pending,  but  at  the  same  time  making  suggestions  designed  to  further 
safeguard  marine  travel. 

The  board  of  inquiry  urges  that  Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield 
transmit  to  the  President  and  Congress  preliminary  recommenda- 
tions for  changes  in  existing  laws  governing  the  inspection  of  steam 
merchant  vessels,  with  provision  for  a  technical  and  scientific  inspec- 
tion in  addition  to  the  present  practical  methods  employed,  and,  in 
addition,  suggests  the  immediate  incorporation  in  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  department  of  requirements  that  increases  in  passen- 
ger-carrying permits  must  be  issued  by  inspectors  only  after  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  vessel,  of  which  inspection  a  written  record 
shall  be  made,  and  that  all  inspectors  be  ordered  to  require  owners 
of  vessels  whose  stability  they  have  any  reason  to  question  to  make 
"inclining  tests"  on  such  vessels  under  the  siipervision  of  expert 
naval  architects  provided  by  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

Instructions  have  been  given  by  Secretary  Redfield  to  the  Super- 
vising Inspector  General  of  the  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  to 
incorporate  the  suggested  rules  as  promptly  as  possible  in  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  service.  Instructions  have  also  been  given  for 
the  formation  of  a  committee  of  supervising  inspectors  selected  from 
the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  Pacific  coasts,  jointly  with  those  in  charge 
of  the  two  districts  on  the  Great  Lakes,  to  study  conditions  in  the 
service  upon  the  Great  Lakes  with  special  reference  to  the  safeguard- 
ing of  passenger  traffic,  and  to  take  such  steps  in  connection  with  the 
same  as  may  seem  to  be  necessary,  suggesting  such  changes  in  the 
rules  and  regulations  as  may,  in  their  judgment,  be  required,  if  any. 
Commerce  Eeports  will  in  due  time  publish  any  report  or  statement 
made  by  this  committee.  The  report  from  the  board  of  inquiry  is, 
in  full: 

Hon.  WiixiAM  C.  Redfield, 

Secretary  of  Commerce: 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Federal  Court  of  the  Northern  District  of 
Illinois,  E.astem  DlvlBlon,  dated  July  31,  1915,  that  no  witnesses  subpoenaed  to 
appear  before  the  Federal  grand  Jury  be  examined  in  any  other  proceedings 
relating  to  the  Eagtland  disaster,  and  in  view  of  the  fiict  that  some  of  said  wit- 
nesses are  necessary  before  this  Investigation  is  concluded,  adjournment  Is  taken 
until  ofter  the  Federal  grand  Jury  has  submitted  Its  report. 

Not  having  completed  our  investigation  we  are  not  prepared  at  this  time  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  who  is  to  blame  nor  what  agencies  contributed  to  the 
capsizing  of  the  steamer  Eastland. 

From  the  evidence  thus  far  submitted,  however,  we  are  prepared  to  make 
certain  suggestions  designed  to  further  safeguard  marine  travel.  Therefore 
we  earnestly  urge  that  you  transmit  to  the  President  and  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  the  following  preliminary  recommendation  for  changes  In  existing 
laws  governing  the  inspection  of  steam  merchant  vessels,  and  urge  that  ample 
force  and  sutficicnt  funds  be  provided  for  a  technical  and  scientific  Inspection  in 
addition  to  the  present  practical  methods  employed. 

1.  Provide  that  there  shall  be  created  in  the  Department  of  Commerce  a  board 
of  competent  naval  architects  whose  duty  It  shall  be  to  pass  (prior  to  their  con- 
struction) upon  the  plans  and  specifications  of  all  steam  merchant  vessels  over 
100  tons  burden. 
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2.  No  steam  merdiant  vessel  of  over  100  tons  barden  shall  be  certificated  for 
service  until  Its  plans  and  specifications  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  above- 
named  board,  nor  until  its  safety,  seaworthiness,  and  stability  shall  have  been 
demonstrated  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  said  board. 

3.  Provide  methods  whereby  any  and  all  findings  of  the  boards  of  local  in- 
spectors may  be  appealed. 

4.  Provide  that  whenever  the  passenger-carrying  capacity  of  a  steam  mer- 
chant vessel  is  increased  by  any  board  of  local  inspectors,  said  increase  must 
be  approved,  In  writing,  by  the  supervising  inspector  of  the  district. 

5.  Provide  that  any  alterations  of  the  original  plans  and  specifications  affect- 
ing stability,  seaworthiness,  and  snfety  of  any  steam  niei-chant  vessel  must 
have  the  approval  of  the  above-constituted  board  of  naval  architects. 

Pending  the  enactment  of  this  legislation,  we  suggest  the  following  be  imme- 
diately incorporated  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  your  department: 

1.  Increases  in  passenger-carrying  i)ermits  must  be  issued  by  lnsi)ectors  only 
after  personal  Inspection  of  the  vessel,  of  which  Inspection  a  written  record 
shall  be  made. 

2.  All  Inspectors  are  ordered  to  require  owners  of  vessels  whose  stability 
they  have  any  reason  to  question,  to  mnke  "Inclining  tests"  on  such  vessels, 
under  the  supervision  of  expert  naval  architects  provided  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

BOASD    or    INQXTIBT. 

Official  members:  ClTlIlan  members: 

WiixiAH  A.  Collins,  Mabvin  B.  Pool. 

S'bank  W.  Van  Patten,  Habby  A.  Wheelbb. 

U.  S.  Local  Board  of  Inspection.  Babbatt  O'Haba. 

Philip  B.  Focke. 
Chicaoo,  III.,  Avgast  S,  1915. 


CHILEAN  TBAVEL-INFOBMATION  BUBEAIT. 

[Consul  General  L.  3.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  July  6.] 

The  Museo  de  Valparaiso  has  opened  an  information  department 
for  foreign  and  domestic  travel,  and  will  receive  and  file  monographs 
and  advertising  matter  in  regard  to  summer  resorts,  winter  resorts, 
bathing,  fishing,  hunting  places,  and  educational,  historical,  and 
scientific  centers;  lists  of  notels,  with  description  and  prices;  railway 
and  steamship  tariffs,  and  itineraries ;  maps  and  descriptive  literature 
in  general;  in  fact,  all  data  that  might  be  useful  to  one  planning  a 
trip  from  Chile  to  a  foreign  country.  The  Museo  is  supported  by 
the  Government  and  by  the  municipality  of  Valparaiso. 


FIBST  CANADIAN  FEOSTTCTION  OF  HETALUC  NICKEL. 

(Consnl  M.  B.  IQrk,  Orlllla,  Ontario,  Aug.  3.] 

The  Canadian  Smelting  &  Kefining  Co.,  of  Orillia,  Ontario,  Can- 
ada, is  experimenting  in  the  smelting  and  refining  of  nickel  mined  in 
the  Sudbury  district,  about  200  mnes  from  this  place.  Already  a 
(^mall  amount  of  metallic  nickel  has  been  turned  out,  which  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  metallic  nickel  manufactured  in  Canada. 

[The  Sudbury  deposits  were  described  in  Commerce  Eeports  for 
Aug.  2, 1915.]  

The  Irish  wheat  crop  covers  87,116  acres  this  year,  against  36,913 
acres  last  season. 
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BESOUBCES  OF  THE  WEIKllT  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  E.  Carleton  Baker,  Cbungklng,  China.] 

Weikiu,  which  is  sometimes  known  as  Sin  Pao  Kwan,  is  located  on 
the  Min  River,  directly  south  of  Sungpan  [which  was  described  in 
Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  9, 1915].  The  city  of  Weikiu  has  only 
1,600  inhabitants,  but  the  district  under  review  contains  a  population 
of  about  140,000,  one-third  of  whom  are  Chinese.  It  extends  south 
as  far  as  Kwanhsien,  in  a  northerly  direction  as  far  as  Mowchow, 
and  westward  about  200  miles.  It  therefore  takes  in  the  city  of 
iWenchwan,  which  has  a  population  of  about  2,000,  and  Lifan,  with 
an  estimated  population  of  1,600. 

The  tribes  that  inhabit  this  country  are  not  at  all  friendly  with 
the  Chinese  and  have  never  been  comp'.etely  subdued.  Commercial 
relations,  however,  are  maintained  at  all  times,  although  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  country  is  often  a  great  hindrance  to  trade. 

Entrepdt  for  Tribal  Country. 

Weikiu  derives  its  importance  from  being  an. entrepot  for  the 
tribal  country  to  the  north  and  west.  It  is  situated  at  the  junction 
of  the  northern  and  western  non-Chinese  roads  and  is  very  near  the 
confluence  of  the  Min  River  and  a  small  tributary  which  flows  in  an 
easterly  direction.  The  people  of  this  region,  like  those  in  the  Sung- 
pan district,  are  for  the  most  part  engaged  in  the  cattle  and  sheep 
mdustrjf,  though  a  very  great  number  are  employed  in  the  collection 
of  medicinal  roots  and  herbs. 

Farming  is  carried  on  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  valleys,  but  most 
of  the  produce  is  consumed  locally.  While  large  quantities  of  native 
products  are  brought  down  by  river  from  the  nortn  and  west,  a  very 
considerable  amount  is  carried  overland  by  coolies,  mules,  and  yak. 
iThe  roads  are  exceedingly  difficult  to  traverse  and  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation is  high.  The  coolies  usualy  carry  110  pounds  each  and  are 
paid  at  the  rate  of  about  12  cents  United  States  currency,  per  day, 
covering20  to  30  miles  per  day  according  to  the  character  of  the 
roads.  The  cost  of  conveyance  by  pack  ammals  works  out  at  almost 
exactly  the  same  rate. 

Animal  Troduets. 

The  animal  products  of  the  district  under  review  are  of  primary 
importance  as  regards  local  consumption  and  export  trade.  The 
people  subsist  very  largely  on  meat,  butter,  cheese,  and  milk,  and 
their  clothing  consists  of  either  sheep  skins  or  woolen  cloth,  or  both. 
Large  quantities  of  wool  are  exported,  and  a  considerable  amount 
finds  its  way  to  foreign  countries.  A  missionary  in  the  Weikiu  dis- 
trict stated  that  he  had  in  one  day  met  mules  carrying  in  all  about 
5  tons  of  wool,  and  that  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  an  average  of 
3  tons  is  brought  down  daily.  Hides  also  figure  very  largely  in  the 
export  trade,  and  live  stock  is  sent  to  the  Tibetan  markets,  as  wdl  as 
to  certain  parts  of  the  Chengtu  plain. 

Tlie  animal  industry  is  capable  of  indefinite  expansion,  and  could 
be  developed  in  several  ways.  The  quality  of  the  stock  should  first 
be  improved,  and  cheese,  butter,  meat,  and  milk  could  be  canned  to 
great  advantage  and  exported  to  other  parts  of  China,  and  even  to 
foreign  countries.    Woolen  factories  could  also  be  started,  and  hides 
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could  be  tanned  locally  or  sent  for  this  purpose  to  Chengtu.    The 
possibilities  of  the  vast  grazing  area  ai"e  realized  now  only  to  a  very 
small  extent. 
Atrricnltnral  Besonrees. 

Most  of  the  crops  are  consumed  by  the  local  population,  but  are 
insufficient  even  for  this  purpose.  Eice  is  imported  in  large  quanti- 
ties, but  is  eaten  principally  by  the  Chinese.  Maize,  millet,  wheat, 
oats,  buckwheat,  barley,  peas,  beans,  Irish  potatoes,  and  chili  peppers 
are  the  principal  crops.  Pomegranates,  pears,  peaches,  and  apricots 
are  also  grown.  Wnile  the  peaches  are  of  excellent  quality,  the 
pears,  pomegranates,  and  apricots  are  inferior  to  those  found  in  other 
countries. 

The  harvests  are  generally  plentiful,  and  there  are  usually  two 
crops  a  year.  The  soil  has  great  fertility,  but  the  rainfall  is  very 
light,  and  irrigation  is  extensively  employed.  The  chili  pepper  is 
the  only  agricultural  product  that  figures  to  any  extent  in  the  export 
trade.  The  country  is  especially  favorable  for  its  cultivation,  and 
the  quality  is  exceptionally  good.  It  is  much  prized  by  the  Chinese 
and  brings  high  prices  at  Chengtu.  It  is  largely  used  as  a  relish,  but 
is  also  employed  for  seasoning  purposes. 

Kedicines  and  Timber, 

Great  quantities  of  medicinal  roots  and  herbs  are  exported  from 
the  Weikiu  district.  Most  of  them  are  consumed  in  China,  but  a  few 
could  ve^  well  be  sent  to  foreign  countries,  and  now  that  the  drug 
trade  of  Europe  is  disorganized  by  the  war  it  may  be  possible  to  ship 
certain  medicines  direct  from  this  Province  to  the  United  States. 
Aconite,  snakeroot,  zanthoxylum,  licorice,  and  other  plants,  which 
grow  in  the  Weikiu  district,  are  used  in  the  preparation  of  pharma- 
ceutical products  in  America. 

Timber  is  sent  down  by  river  from  Weikiu.  It  was  estimated  last 
autumn  that  timber  valued  at  $500,000  United  States  currency  was  on 
the  way  to  Chengtu  and  that  800  men  were  employed  in  taking  it  down. 
This  quantity  was  quite  exceptional,  however,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  wood  had  accumulated  during  the  time  when  the  condition 
of  the  Min  River  was  such  that  it  could  not  be  floated  down  success- 
fully. Nevertheless  the  trade  in  timber  is  fairly  steady,  and  this 
article  ranks  third  among  the  exports.  Most  of  the  timber  is  pro- 
duced in  the  mountainous  country  about  Lifan  and  is  floated  down 
to  Weikiu. 
Xiaeral  Products — Imports. 

Gold,  lead,  and  silver  are  the  principal  metals  found  in  the  Weikiu 
district.  Gold,  however,  is  the  only  one  that  is  worked  to  any  great 
extent,  and  even  of  this  metal  large  quantities  are  never  found  in  any 
one  place.  It  is  mostly  obtained  by  placer  mining  in  the  deposits  of 
sand  and  gravel  carried  down  by  glaciers  and  streams.  The  returns 
are  small,  but  are  sufficient  to  attract  a  fair  number  of  people,  especially 
when  other  lines  of  industry  are  slack.  Half  way  between  Wenchwan 
and  Kwanhsien,  to  the  east  of  the  Min  River,  are  found  large  depos- 
its of  jade.  An  important  industry  has  been  developed  in  manufac- 
turing cups,  arm  rings,  and  other  ornaments.  This  mdustry  is  very 
(Ad  and  is  confined  to  a  small  area.    The  best  quality  of  arm  rings 
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sell  for  about  $6  Mexican  (approximately  $3  United  States  gold) 
a  set. 

While  tea,  rice,  and  sandals  lead  amon^  the  imports  of  the  Weikiu 
district,  many  other  commodities  figure  in  the  import  trade,  which 
is  constantly  expanding;  among  these  are  Chinese  wine,  oil,  bacon, 
cotton  goods,  hemp,  straw,  hardware,  and  crockery.  The  rice,  as  stated, 
is  mostly  consumed  by  Chinese,  who  also  purchase  the  hardware, 
crockery,  wine,  and  bacon.  Most  of  the  tea,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Sungpan  and  Tachienlu  districts,  passes  into  the  hands  of  the 
Tibetans.  The  quality  is  very  poor.  Not  only  is  the  method  of 
curing  the  tea  very  crude,  but  stems,  twigs,  and  even  sticks  are  often 
mixed  in  with  the  leaves. 
Demand  for  Forelsrn  Goods  Negligible. 

The  demand  for  foreign  goods  in  the  Weikiu  district  at  present  is 
almost  negligible.  The  people  for  the  most  part  are  poor,  and  their 
requirements  simple.  The  plats  of  land  under  cultivation  are  too 
small  to  make  the  use  of  agricultural  implements  worth  while,  and 
there  is  no  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  mining  machinery.  If  meat 
and  dairy  products  could  be  canned,  as  suggested  above,  there  would 
be  a  good  chance  to  sell  foreign  machinery  for  this  purpose.    It  will 

Srobably  be  many  years,  however,  before  the  people  of  the  Weikiu 
istrict  are  sufficiently  advanced  to  carry  on  such  an  enterprise  suc- 
cessfully, but  the  possibility  is  worth  keeping  in  mind. 

[The  foregoing  is  one  of  a  series  of  articles,  prepored  by  Consul  Baker,  on 
the  resources  and  development  of  Szechwan  Province  by  districts;  those  that' 
have  already  appeared  in  Commerce  Repobts  are  Mlenchow  (Feb.  3,  Tzeliu- 
chlng   (Apr.  17),  Sulnlng   (May  3),  Yachow   (May  26),  Chengtu    (June  2), 
Tachienlu  (June  5),  Kaihsien  (June  26),  and  Snugpan  (Aug.  9.] 


SPAinSH  mPOET  DUTY  ON  WHEAT  AND  FIOTTB. 

[Telegram  from  American  consulate,  Barcelona,  received,  Atijr.  8,  1915.] 

Spanish  Government  published  August  5  decree  establishing  duty 
of  5  pesetas  on  wheat  and  8  pesetas  on  wheat  flour  per  hundred  kilo- 
grams for  all  shipments  leaving  for  Spain  during  August.  [The 
rates  fixed  in  July  were  2  pesetas  per  100  kilos  on  wheat  and  5  pesetas 
per  100  kilos  on  flour.    Peseta,  $0,193  cents;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds.] 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Toniga  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnlldlag; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnilding;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Seed*  oil  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1915  totaled  58,852  tons,  valued  at  $8,696,810,  compared 
with  27,886  tons,  valued  at  $3,926,501,  in  the  like  period  last  year, 
and  29,172  tons,  valued  at  $4,228,030,  in  the  first  six  months  of  1913. 
The  big  increase  was  to  the  Netherlands,  shipments  thither  having 
advanced  in  value  from  $130,081  in  the  1914  half  year  to  $4,924,626. 
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FOBEION  TBASE  OFFOETTTNITIES. 

Beaerrcd  addressee  may  be  obtaloed  from  the  Boreas  and  Its  branch  offlces.  Regaest 
tor  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  sepai°ate  sheet  and  the  file  nnmber  given. 

Machine  tools  and  machinerj/,  No.  17875. — ^The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  In  New  York  City  Is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  firm  In  that  city  reporting  that  it  is  expecting  a  visit  from  a 
representative  of  a  large  firm  in  Spain  which  desires  to  place  orders  for 
approximately  $200,000  worth  of  machine  tools  and  machinery.  It  is  stated 
that  the  Spanish  firm  has  already  placed  large  orders  In  the  United  States. 

Machine  tools.  No.  17876. — ^The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  man  in  the  Netherlands  stating  that  he  desires  to  receive  the  names 
and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  machine  tools  to  be  used  in 
malclng  toys.  He  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  infor- 
mation at  once.  He  desires  to  be  informed  as  to  whether  these  manufac- 
turers are  represented  in  Belgium  and  the  Netherlands,  and  whether  tliey 
are  In  a  position  to  designate  him  as  a  representative  in  those  countriea 
He  states  that  be  is  In  a  position  to  offer  references. 

Electrical  supplies.  No.  17877. — An  American  consulai-  oflBcer  in  Siberia  reports 
that  a  firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  electric  lamps,  ebandeilers,  and  electrical  appliances  of  all 
kinds.  Catalogues,  with  prices,  should  be  forwarded  at  once.  Shipping 
weights,  freight  rates,  etc.,  should  be  indicated.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  Itussian  or  German. 

Tractors,  No.  17878. — A  firm  In  France  writes  the  Department  of  Commerce 
that  It  desires  to  hear  from  manufacturers  of  suiall  tractors  for  use  In 
vineyards.  The  machine  should  not  be  more  thau  39.37  inches  wide.  Cor- 
respondence should  be  in  French. 

Tapestry,  No.  17879. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a 
Spanish  firm  desires  to  secure  selling  agents  in  New  York  City  for  the 
purpose  of  handling  its  handmade  tapestries. 

Paraffin,  No.  17880. — A  firm  In  China  Informs  an  .American  consular  officer  that 
it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  paraffin.  Samples  of 
the  various  grades  should  be  sent.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f. 
Hankow  or  ShanRhai.  The  firm  states  that  It  will  buy  against  docu- 
mentary drafts  D/P  or  D/A  at  seller's  option.  To  facilitate  tr.ansiictions, 
the  firm  desires  to  arrange  to  place  orders  by  cable. 

Wooden  toys.  No.  17881. — A  firm  In  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  secure  the  services  of  agents  in  Boston,  New  York,  New 
Orleans,  and  Chicago  for  the  distribution  of  Its  wooden  toys. 

SlJfc,  yam,  and  cotton  goods,  No.  17882. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Eng- 
land reports  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  silk,  yam,  and  cotton  goods. 
References  are  given. 

Canned  goods.  No.  17883. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that 
a  business  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  appoint  a  selling  agent  in  New  Yorlc 
and  Chicago  for  the  disposition  of  his  canned  gooda 

Oold  and  sUver  foils  and  powder.  No.  17884. — ^A  business  man  in  Japan  has 
asked  an  American  consular  officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  gold  and  silver  foils  and  powder. 

Paper,  No.  17885. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  bureau  reports  that  a 
publishing  company  in  Brazil  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  printing 
paper.  The  paper  i^ouid  weigh  about  40  grams  to  the  square  meter;  should 
be  pearl  white,  and  be -shipped  In  rolls,  52  by  104  centimeters  wide.  Four 
and  five  months  credit  are  expected. 

Biilphate  of  soda,  wood  pulp,  and  paper.  No.  17880. — A  firm  in  Brazil  informs 
one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  bureau  that  It  desires  to  receive 
prices,  etc.,  on  sulphate  of  soda,  all  grades  of  wood  pulp,  and  on  printing 
paper.  The  paper  should  weigh  from  43  to  60  grams  to  the  square  meter, 
In  sheets  or  rolls.  Prices  are  also  desired  on  glazed  paper.  Quotations 
should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination. 
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Iron  and  steel  products,  Unnier,  etc..  No.  17887. — A  firm  of  general  commission 
merchants  In  New  Zealand  Informs  the  Bureau  that  It  Is  anxious  to  make 
connections  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  wroiight-iron 
tubes,  tin  plates,  galvanized  sheets,  wire  nails.  Iron  and  steel  products, 
cement-asbestos  sheets,  plaster  of  Paris,  oak  timbers,  fertilizers,  disinfect- 
ants, linseed  oil,  and  axes  and  handles  therefor.  The  firm  is  also  desirous 
of  communicating  with  American  manufacturers  of  binder  twine  who  may  be 
In  the  market  for  hemp  and  tow.  The  firm  acts  as  a  buying  agent  and  will 
e-stabilsh  credit  In  New  Xork  City  or  pay  cash  against  documents  In  New- 
Zealand. 

Sashes,  doors,  and  blinds.  No.  17888. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  reports  that  a  director  of  a 
company  in  Brazil  desires  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of 
window  sashes,  doors,  blinds,  etc.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f. 
destination.  He  desires  the  sashes,  etc.,  made  of  yellow  pine  and  veneered 
woods.    Correspondence,  catalogues,  etc.,  may  be  in  English. 

Textiles,  No.  17889. — An  American  consular  ofiBcer  In  England  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  mannfactarers 
and  exporters  of  hosiery  and  piece  goods  for  women.    Reference  is  given. 

Wine,  No.  17890. — A  business  man  In  Spain  desires  to  arrange  for  the  services 
of  a  selling  agent  in  the  United  States  for  Spanish  wines. 

Soda  fountains.  No.  17891. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes  that 
a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and 
full  information  relative  to  soda  fountoins.  The  man  also  desires  to  receive 
an  agency  proposition.  Prices  should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination  or  f.  o.  b. 
steamer  New  York.    Correspondence  may  be  In  E^lish. 

"Wooden  pipes  and  tanks.  No.  17892. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau 
writes  that  a  firm  in  Brazil  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Informa- 
tion relative  to  wooden  pipes  and  tanks.  The  firm  desires  to  act  as  an 
agent.    References  are  offered. 

Wine,  No.  17893. — A  Spanish  wine  producer  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  be  is  seeking  a  selling  agent  In  the  United  States  for  his  high-grade 
sherry  wines. 

Gas  tank.  No.  17894. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Australia  has  transmitted 
a  report,  together  with  plans  and  specifications,  for  a  proposed  gas  holder 
In  his  district.  A  copy  of  bis  report,  together  with  the  speclllcations,  etc., 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Ita 
branch  offices. 

Paper,  hardware,  drugs,  etc..  No.  17895. — A  business  man  In  Spain  writes  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  samples, 
prices,  etc.,  relative  to  paper,  hardware,  drugs,  and  chemicals.  He  desires 
to  act  on  an  agency  basis. 

Tartaric  acid,  cream  of  tartar,  etc..  No.  17896. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
England  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  iwwdered  tartaric  acid,  powdered  cream  of 
tartar,  and  small  medicine  bottlea  The  firm  states  that  it  Is  in  a  position 
to  pay  cash  against  documents  in  that  country. 

Malt,  No.  17897. — ^A  large  user  of  malt  for  brewing  purposes  In  an  insular  pos- 
session informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  is  in  the  market  for 
malt.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Quotations  are  preferred  c.  1.  f. 
destination. 

Electric  motors.  No.  17898. — A  merchant  in  Spain  informs  an  American  consnlar 
officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  information  relative 
to  stationary  electric  motors  for  pumping  water.  The  merchant  states  that 
he  has  been  accustomed  to  credit  terms  of  30,  00,  or  90  days.  Correspond- 
ence, etc.,  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Umhrella  material.  No.  17899. — A  manufacturer's  agent  In  England  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses 
of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  materials  for 
making  umbrellas. 
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"WESTEEN"  PLAYING  CABDS  IN  CHINA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  Shanghai,  July  7.] 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  in  traveling  about  China  that  the 
demand  for  American  playing  cards  is  on  the  increase.  In  Shanghai, 
for  instance,  the  Chinese  are  showing  preference  for  "  Western " 
playing  cards  over  their  own  so-called  "  sparrow  cards." 

The  popularity  of  the  foreign  cards  could  be  greatly  increased  by 
the  addition  of  Chinese  numerals  and  the  Chinese  characters  for 
king,  queen,  and  jack.  The  cheaper  grades  of  playing  cards  would 
find  a  larger  market  in  China  than  would  the  more  expensive  kinds. 
The  Chinese  are  also  fond  of  showy  cards,  hence  those  with  pictured 
backs  would  be  most  popular,  especially  if  the  backs  were  designed 
in  Chinese  fashion. 

Detailed  suggestions  as  to  the  manner  of  printing  the  cards  for 
sale  in  China  and  the  iharketing  of  the  same  may  be  secured  from  a 
resident  of  Shanghai,  whose  address  will  be  furnished  upon  applica- 
tion by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices. 

FIBM  FINDS  EESIDENT  BTJTEE  THEOUaH  BUEEATT. 

The  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce has  recently  received  the  following  letter  of  appreciation  from 
a  local  firm  which  it  placed  in  touch  with  an  important  South 
American  house  that  was  in  search  of  a  buyer  : 

•  ♦  *  As  a  result  of  the  Interview  we  have  arrangements  which  we  hope 
will  lead  to  an  increased  consumption  of  American  goods  In  the  Argentine,  nnd 

also  lead  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  Messrs.  .nnd  ourselves.    Although 

this  arrangement  Is  tentative,  It  is  especially  gratifying  as  being  a  natural  ex- 
pansion in  the  direct  line  of  our  specialties — material-handling  and  power  ma- 
chinery, together  with  equipment  for  the  construction  of  industrial  plants, 
railroads,  and  public  works.  And  you  will  please  accept  our  thanks  for  this 
courtesy  and  call  upon  us  should  anything  come  up  In  tlie  work  of  the  depart- 
ment In  which  we  can  reciprocate. 

3£04'-15  737 
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MTTTTOIT  PRICES  CHECK  NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL  OUTPUT. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  July  8.] 

The  sheep- raising  industry  in  New  Zealand  has  not  grown  so  rap- 
idly during  the  five  years  ended  April  30,  1915,  as  before,  owing  to 
increasing  exports  of  mutton  and  lamb  carcasses,  the  amounts  of 
which  were: 


Year. 

Number  of 
sbeep  In  Do- 
minion. 

Mutton 
carcasses 
exported. 

Lamb 
carcasses 
exported 

1900 

20,108,471 
20,983,772 
22,449,053 
23,480,707 
24,269.620 
23,996,126 
23,750,153 
24,191,810 
24,798,763 
24,465,526 

l,r.oo,773 
1,921,485 
I,S21,426 

i.y.r.i.m 

l,7n,s39 
1,979,034 
1,9  IS. 119 
2,l:l;i,226 
2,  (.SI.  962 
2,392,213 

2,134,503 
2,519,417 
2,826,437 

1907 

Iflft'f 

If  09 

2,910,358 
3,423,918 
3,708,468 
3,035,783 
3,181,991 
3.808  006 

1910           

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

3,4S6,«7 

The  1915  figures  would  have  been  much  greater  had  it  been  possi- 
ble to  obtain  cold-storage  space  on  steamei-s,  for  the  refrigerators  of 
the  country  are  full  of  frozen  mutton  and  lamb,  and  have  been  most 
of  the  time  for  the  past  six  months.  At  the  present  price  of  mutton 
it  is  considered  more  profitable  than  to  raise  wool.  Nearly  all  of 
these  expoi-ts  have  heretofore  gone  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  now 
the  British  Government  is  taking  the  entire  output.  Several  new 
freezing  worlcs  are  being  erected. 


CBOF  ESTIMATE  FOB  ALBERTA  PBOVINCE. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Caleary,  Alberta,  Canada,  Aug.  2.] 

With  the  high  temperature  of  the  last  days  of  July  the  crops  of 
Alberta  for  1915  are  practically  assured.  The  heavy  precipitation . 
during  June  and  tl>e  first  of  July,  together  with  a  rather  low  tem- 
perature, retarded  somewhat  the  growth  of  the  crops,  but  the 
weather  improvements  of  the  last  two  weeks  indicate  a  very  promis- 
ing yield  of  the  staple  crops.  An  estimate  at  this  time  is  fairly 
safe  and  approximately  accurate: 


Acres. 


Bushels. 


SprinR  wheat.. 
Wlnlcr  wheat. 

Oats 

Barley 

Flax 

Rye 

Spells 


1,200,000 

4.5,000 

1,147,382 

420,000 

50,000 

17,500 

2,500 


24,000,000 

1,350,000 

68,842,920 

1«,  800, 000 

1,000,000 

525,000 

100,000 


Total. 


1U,617,0» 


Fifty-Thoasand-SoUar  Contract  for  California  Alfalfa. 

The  San  Joaquin  Light  and  Power  Magazine  reports  what  ap- 

i)ears  to  be  the  largest  contract  for  alfalfa  ever  signed  up  in  that  val- 
ey.  A  Porterville  company  has  contracted  with  a  New  York  firm 
to  furnish  $50,000  worth,  which  will  be  shipped  via  the  Panama 
Canal  and  placed  on  the  New  York  market  for  from  $20  to  $27.50 
per  ton. 
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POTASH  DEPOSITS  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst.  Barcelona,  June  14.] 

The  recent  interest  taken  in  the  deposits  of  potash  salts  in  Cata- 
luna,  which  promise  to  be  of  extraordinary  importance,  has  given 
rise  to  some  discussion  as  to  the  best  method  to  pursue  in  their  ex- 
ploitation. Spain  wishes  to  safeguard  the  domestic  supply  of  potash 
by  embodying  in  the  mining  concessions  the  necessary  guaranty  for 
the  protection  of  Spanish  agriculture.  With  this  object  in  view,  the 
royal  decrees  of  June  30  and  October  1  were  issued  and  a  bill  was 
presented  to  the  Cortes  and  approved  by  the  Senate  which,  when  it 
becomes  law,  will  regulate  concessions  to  potash  mines  and  permit 
the  intervention  of  th?  State  to  protect  the  supply  and  its  consump- 
tion. Pending  the  reopening  of  the  Cortes,  work  on  the  potash  de- 
posits has  been  practically  suspended,  and  as  the  demand  for  potash 
is  augmented  by  the  present  European  situation  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment realizes  that  it  might  be  prejudicial  to  national  interests  to 
hinder  in  any  way  the  development  of  mining  for  this  mineral. 

Accordingly,  on  June  10  a  Eoyal  decree  was  issued,  in  harmony 
with  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill  now  pending.  It  provides  that 
the  concessionaire  of  mines  of  potassic  salts  as  well  as  any  potash- 
producing  minerals  shall  uninterruptedly  work  the  mines  to  which 
rights  may  have  been  conceded,  whether  for  carrying  on  experimental 
boring  or  for  actual  mining.  In  the  latter  case  it  will  be  understood 
that  the  obligation  to  exploit  the  mine  will  be  enforced  only  when  the 
value  of  the  production  covers  the  expense  incurred.  "The  conces- 
sionaire is  obuged  to  reserve  for  national  consumption  such  part  of 
the  salts  produced  as  the  Government  shall  deem  advisable.  All  beds 
of  potash  shall  be  registered  at  the  civil  governor's  office  of  the  Prov- 
ince in  which  they  are  found,  and  the  Government  will  inspect  the 
work  on  these  concessions  in  order  to  enforce  compliance  with  its 
regulations. 

[Additional  Informntlon  bearing  on  the  Spanish  potash  situation  Is  contained 
in  a  second  report  from  Consul  General  Hurst,  which  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


DIPOBTS  OF  COTTON  INTO  BTJSSIA. 

[Consul  General  \oha  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  June  24.] 

According  to  the  Central  Cotton  Committee,  the  cotton  supplies 
of  Eussia  up  to  June  14  show  the  following  figures :  During  the  sea- 
son oi  1915  there  were  imported  270,046  bales  of  foreign  cotton  and 
1,248,190  bales  of  Russian  cotton  from  Central  Asia,  a  total  of 
1,518,236  bales,  while  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  there 
were  imported  815,688  bales  of  foreign  cotton  and  1,007,412  bales  of 
Russian  cotton,  a  total  of  1,823,100  bales. 

At  present  a  number  of  shipments  of  cotton  are  transported  by 
water.  In  Nizhni-Novgorod  steamers  loaded  with  cotton  are  arriv- 
ing from  Astrakhan  and  Perm,  and  proceed  along  the  Volga  to 
Kmeshma,  where  the  cotton  is  forwarded  by  rail  to  the  factories  of 
the  Moscow  manufacturing  district. 
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THE  FHOTOOBAFHIC  ZENITH  TUBE. 

It  is  well  Imown  that  there  is  a  small  periodic  change  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  axis  of  tlie  earth,  which  results  in  a  corresponding  varia- 
tion in  the  latitude  of  points  on  the  earth's  surface.  The  period 
and  extent  of  this  movement  are  known  approximately,  but  for  a 
number  of  years  a  series  of  astronomical  observations  has  been  main- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  measuring  with  the  greatest  possible  ac- 
curacy the  precise  character  and  period  of  this  variation. 

An  important  contribution  to  the  study  of  this  phenomenon  is 
contained  in  a  publication  just  issued  by  the  United  States  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey,  Department  of  Commerce,  as  Special  Publication 
Xo.  27,  Serial  No.  7,  being  a  report  by  Dr.  Frank  E.  Ross,  Ph.  D., 
entitled  "Latitude  Observations  with  Photographic  2ienith  Tube  at 
Gaithersburg,  Md.,  in  Cooperation  with  the  International  Geodetic 
Association." 

By  an  agreement  approved  January  23,  1899,  by  the  Treasury 
Department  (under  which  department  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Sur- 
vey then  was)  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
has  exercised  supervision  over  the  work  of  two  of  the  three  ob- 
servatories for  the  observation  of  the  variation  of  latitude  main- 
tained by  the  association  in  the  United  States,  of  which  Gaithers- 
burg was  one. 

The  zenith  tube  was  constructed  according  to  plans  prepared  by 
Dr.  Ross,  and  was  used  by  him  at  the  latitude  observatory  main- 
tained by  th©  International  Geodetic  Association  at  Gaithersburg, 
Md.,  which  observatory  was  under  his  charge.  By  its  use  results  of 
very  remarkable  precision  and  of  great  importance  have  been  ob- 
tained. 

The  photographic  zenith  tube  was  delivered  at  Gaithersburg  May 
11,  1911.  The  instrument  was  in  use  there  until  October  23,  1914. 
It  was  operated  in  conjunction  with  the  Wanschaff  zenith  telescope, 
which  had  been  in  use  since  the  latitude  observations  were  begun  and 
without  interfering  with  the  work  mapped  out  for  the  latter.  A 
comparison  of  the  observations  obtained  with  the  two  instruments 
furnishes  results  of  ^reat  interest,  and  throws  considerable  light  on 
some  of  the  unexplained  discrepancies  developed  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  constant  of  aberration. 

The  observatory  at  Gaithersburg  was  closed  some  months  ago,  and 
the  final  work  of  Dr.  Ross  for  the  association  was  the  preparation  of 
the  report  which  is  now  given  to  the  public. 

After  detailing  the  various  considerations  which  lead  to  the  choice 
of  the  instrument  and  describing  fully  the  construction  of  the  zenith 
tube  and  the  method  of  using  it.  Dr.  Ross  discusses  the  results  ob- 
tained and  gives  a  summary  of  the  conclusions  reached. 

These  are  briefly  that:  The  existence  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Kimura  term  is  verified  and  definitely  established  as  not  of  instru- 
mental or  personal  origin,  and  also  the  existence  of  certain  other 
fluctuations  of  the  latitude  not  due  to  a  motion  of  the  pole  and  not  a 
Kimura  term.  Short-period  fluctuations  in  the  latitude,  probably  of 
atmospheric  origin,  are  indicated. 

An  instrumental  error  is  found  to  occur  with  visual  zenith  tele- 
scopes producing  a  progressive  increase  in  the  latitude  observed  dur- 
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ing  the  night.  The  accuracy  of  the  individual  latitudes  obtained  with 
the  photographic  instrument  appears  to  be  considerably  greater  than 
that  obtained  with  the  visual  instrument. 

This  publication  may  be  obtained  without  charge  by  those  inter- 
ested by  addressing  the  Division  of  Publications,  Department  of 
Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C. 


TTFEWfilTEBS  IS  COLOMBIA  CHIEI'LT  AHEBICAN. 

[Consul  Ross  Hazeltlne,  Cartagena,  July  15.1 

American  typewriters  are  used  ulmost  exclusively  in  Colombia. 
European  machines  are  practically  unknown.  In  Cartagena  there 
are  five  agencies  for  American  machines. 

Considering  the  business  population  of  Colombia,  the  imports  of 
typewriters  are  very  large  and,  according  to  statistics,  appear  to  be 
steadily  increasing.  During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  the  im- 
ports through  the  port  of  Cartagena  were  valued  at  $12,300 — all  from 
the  United  States.  During  the  calendar  year  1914  this  item  grew  to 
a  total  of  $21,809,  of  which  $19,107  came  from  the  United  States, 
$1,622  from  Great  Britain,  and  $1,080  from  Germany. 

The  import  duty  on  typewriters  is  low.  Levied  on  the  gross 
weight  at  the  rate  of  $0.05  a  kilogram  (2.2046  pounds) ,  the  duty  on 
a  machine  of  ordinary  weight  is  about  $1.50.  Ribbons  are  dutiable 
at  the  rate  of  $0.20  a  kilogram,  gross  weight.  In  addition  there  is  a 
surtax  amounting  to  2  per  cent  of  the  duty. 

Latest  H odels,  with  Spanish  Keyboard,  in  Demand. 

As  a  rule,  machines  are  sold  on  the  installment  plan.  The  retail 
price  is  only  slightly  higher  than  in  the  United  States,  on  account 
of  the  reasonable  expense  of  transportation.  The  latest  models  are 
in  demand,  but  must  be  equipped  with  a  Spanish  keyboard.  Bi- 
colored  ribbons  are  preferred. 

Owing  to  the  climate,  machines  should  be  rustproof  as  far  as 
possible.  After  only  six  months'  use  with  care  the  ordinary  machine 
has  the  appearance  of  one  that  has  been  used  two  years  or  more  in 
the  United  States.    The  nickel-plated  parts  peel  and  rust. 

This  rapid  deterioration  does  not  necessarily  interfere  with  the 
successful  operation  of  the  machine,  but  detracts  from  the  general 
appearance.  The  parts  subject  to  peeling  or  rusting  in  moist,  trop- 
ical climates  are:  Paper  fingers,  finger  piece  and  thumbscrew  on 
the  ribbon  spool,  line-space  regulator,  ribbon  reverse  lever,  paper- 
release  lever,  scale,  carriage-release  levers,  the  screws  and  number 
plate,  and  often  the  ribbon  vibrator.  The  coi-rection  of  these  defects, 
if  they  may  so  be  designated,  would  add  greatly  to  the  appearance, 
life,  and  prestige  of  typewriters. 

Although  many  American  makes  are  in  use  in  this  consular  dis- 
trict, those  actively  pushed  are  Eemington,  Underwood,  Royal,  and 
Sun.  The  packing  of  American  machines  is  admirable,  and  could 
hardly  be  improved.  The  container  should  be  marked  with  the  grrss 
and  net  weights  in  kilograms.  All  correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanish.    Prices  may  be  quoted  in  American  currency. 

[Lists  of  existing  agencies  and  lists  of  possible  agents  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 
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AHEBICAN  CHAMBEB  OF  COMHEBCE  AT  MHAIT. 

[Consul  John  H.  Grout,  Milan,  Italy,  June  30.] 

The  American  chamber  of  commerce  organized  in  Milan  on  Feb- 
ruary 1  last,  under  the  auspices  of  this  consulate,  and  which  was  then 
formed  under  the  title  of  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce,  has 
recently  become  incorporated  imder  the  name  of  "The  American 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan."  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Mar. 
9  and  Apr.  8, 1915.1  That  there  was  a  large  field  for  its  activities  has 
been  fully  shown  by  its  rapidly  growing  membership  roll  and  the 
large  amount  of  work  which  it  is  accomplishing. 

The  constantly  increasing  correspondence  which  the  chamber  is 
receiving  from  the  United  States  is  good  evidence  that  American 
merchants  seeking  advice  and  information  are  becoming  aware  of  its 
value,  while  business  houses  in  Italy  dealing  or  desiring  to  deal  with 
American  firms  are  constantly  appealing  to  it  for  advice  and  infor- 
mation. 

Officers  and  Board  of  Directors — Spacious  ftaarters. 

As  recently  incorporated,  its  officers  and  board  of  directors  are : 

Honorary  president,  Hon.  Thomas  Nelson  Pnse.  American  ambassador  at 
Rome;  honorary  vice  president,  Comm.  Augusto  Ricbard;  president,  Ctiarles 
F.  Hauss;  vice  president,  Jolin  F.  Stucke;  treasurer.  Dr.  G.  C.  Cotta; 
honorary  secretary,  Comm.  Dr.  Emillo  I,«i)etlt;  secretary.  Dr.  Homer  Ed- 
mlnstonr  consulting  director,  John  H.  Grout,  American  consul  at  Milan. 
Directors — T.  A.  Calnan,  Milan  representative  of  the  Boston  Blacking  Co. ; 
Guido  Cortl,  American  furniture  importer;  Dr.  G.  C.  Cotta,  French  &  Cotta; 
Charles  F.  Hauss,  American  Radiator  Co. ;  Jacob  Lanz,  Societi  Nazlonale  dei 
Radlntori  Compaula ;  Comm.  Dr.  B.  Lopetlt,  chemical  products ;  Cav.  Alberto 
MorettI,  cotton  Industry;  L.  C.  PanlzzardI,  Vacuum  Oil  Co.;  Comm.  R.  A. 
Poole,  Ford  Automobile  Co. ;  Comm.  Augusto  Richard,  Socletft  Richard  Glnori ; 
E.  C.  Richardson,  Western  Electric  Co.;  Comm.  Tito  RIcordi,  G.  Rlcordl  &  Co.; 
V.  S.  Rothschild,  Sulzberger  &  Co.;  J.  F.  StucUe,  United  Shoe  Machinery  Co. 
of  Italy ;  Coram.  A.  von  Hartz,  Society  Italo-Americana  pel  Petroiio.  Honorary 
legal  adviser,  Aw.  Achille  Bossl. 

The  headquarters  of  the  chamber  are  in  Bertolini's  Hotel  Europe, 
where  ample  and  convenient  rooms  have  been  fitted  up  for  the  work 
of  the  chamber,  and  where,  in  addition  to  the  secretary  and  staff  of 
clerks,  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  is  on  duty  every  week  day 
to  give  assistance  to  business  callers. 

More  American  Members  Desired. 

At  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  board  of  directors  matters  relating 
to  trade  are  discussed  and  committee  reports  are  received.  All 
communications  upon  business  topics,  both  from  Italian  firms  in 
various  parts  of  Italy  and  from  American  houses,  receive  prompt 
and  close  attention,  much  time  being  often  expended  in  securing 
reliable  information  for  replies.  Altogether,  judging  from  the  work 
already  accomplished  and  that  in  view,  the  chamber  is  bound  to 
become  an  important  factor  in  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Italy. 

One  of  the  weakest  points  in  the  organization  to-day  is  the  small 
representation  of  American  firms.  The  chamber,  while  with  pleas- 
ure corresponding  with  any  and  all  American  firms  applying  to  it 
for  information,  feels  that  many  American  firms  regularly  trading 
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with  Italy  should  give  their  support  to  the  extent  of  at  least  becom- 
ing nonresident  members,  the  fee  being  $15  per  year.  The  member- 
ship of  the  chamber  is  limited  to  American  and  Italian  citizens 
representing  firms  of  good  standing  interested  strictly  in  trade  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  Owing  to  this  fact  it  enjoys  the  hearty- 
cooperation  and  recognition  of  Italian  chambers  of  commerce,  as  well 
as  the  Italian  Government  authorities. 

To-day  the  organization  is  upon  a  paying  basis,  but  the  stronger 
it  is  in  membership  and  finances  the  more  work  it  can  perform, 
hence  the  desire  of  the  board  of  directors  for  a  large  representation 
of  American  firms  interested  generally  in  the  increase  of  permanent 
trade  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Italy. 

Hew  Bank  Contemplated — Transportation. 

One  of  the  first  questions  that  suggested  itself  to  the  directors  of 
the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan  as  demanding  imme- 
diate solution  was  that  of  exchange  between  the  United  States  and 
Italy.  Heretofore,  even  in  time  of  peace,  it  has  been  impossible  for 
Italian  merchants,  however  good  their  credit,  to  get  any  bank  to 
discount  a  bill  of  lading  for  goods  shipped  to  the  United  States. 
In  making  remittances  thither  they  have  been  compelled  to  employ 
banks  which,  carrying  no  credit  balances  in  New  York,  avail  them- 
selves in  such  operations  of  the  indirect  and  expensive  medium  of 
London  or  Paris  exchange. 

The  finance  committee  appointed  by  the  board  of  directors  has  lost 
no  time,  and  negotiations  looking  to  the  foundation  of  a  bank  which 
shall  treat  directly  all  financial  and  commercial  transactions  between 
the  United  States  and  Italy  have  already  reached  an  advanced — in 
fact,  almost  a  final — stage,  and  it  is  expected  that  before  many  weelcs 
the  project  will  assume  definite  organization.  The  plan  is  for  a 
specialized  institution  for  purely  financial  and  commercial  opera- 
tions, making  possible  direct  dealmgs  without  the  assistance  of  inter- 
mediaries, and  thus  doing  away  with  additional  charges. 

Recently  the  organization  has  taken  up  for  discussion  and  action 
the  matter  of  improved  transportation  facilities.  Much  headway  has 
already  been  made,  but  the  matter  has  not  yet  reached  final  solution. 

[A  copy  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Milan  chamber  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches,  from  which  offices  interested 
American  firms  may  secure  membership  application  blanks  upon  request.] 


EEVAITJATION  OF  MOSCOW  REAL  ESTATE. 

[Consul  General  John  n.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Russia,  July  16.] 

The  appraising  commission  of  the  City  Board  of  Moscow  has 
completed  the  revaluation  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city.  According  to  the  new  rate  of  valuation  the  sum  of  net 
revenue  received  from  real  estate  was  estimated  on  January  1,  1915, 
at  108,315,047  rubles  ($55,782,249,  at  the  normal  rate  of  exchange, 
$0,515  to  the  ruble),  while  in  previous  years  the  revenue  had 
amounted  to  $40,726,537.  The  greatest  increase  is  found  in  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city,  where  it  amounts  to  61,  62,  and  70  per  cent,  while 
in  the  central  parts  of  the  city  it  ranges  from  19  to  28  per  cent. 
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WALES  HAS  LA£G£  TBADE  IN  TALLOW,  LA£D,  AND  OILS. 

[Vice  Consul  WllUam  L.  Jenkins,  Swansea,  July  20.] 

There  is  a  steady  demand  in  the  Swansea  consular  district  for  re- 
fined cottonseed  oil,  fish  oil,  lard,  tallow,  and  grease.  This  market 
should  be  particularly  good  for  American  exporters  when  the  war  is 
over,  especially  for  tallow  and  grease. 

There  are  no  soap  or  candle  factories  in  this  district,  though  there 
are  important  ones  near  by,  as  at  Bristol,  England,  but  considerable 
quantities  of  tallow  are  used  locally  in  connection  with  a  large  ship- 
ping trade  carried  on  at  this  port,  both  for  rough  lubrication  in  gen- 
eral and,  by  mixing  with  white  lead,  for  coating  the  exterior  of  ves- 
sels. The  principal  use  to  which  refined  cottonseed  oil  is  put  locally 
is  that  of  frying  fish.  One  dealer  states  that  there  are  large  quanti- 
ties of  it  crushed  at  Gloucester,  England. 

The  most  recent  wholesale  prices  at  Liverpool  for  tallow,  the  long 
ton  of  2,240  pounds  being  the  unit  employed,  are :  North  American, 
$136.26  to  $175.19;  South  American,  $141.12  to  $170.32;  Californian, 
$136.26;  and  Australian,  $180.06.  Cottonseed  oil  is  quoted  at  $131.39 
and  fish  oils  at  $97.33  for  the  best  grades,  and  from  $48.66  to  $97.33 
for  the  poorer  ones  (c.  i.  f.  Swansea). 

Imports  into  United  Kingdom. 

Tables  giving  the  quantities  and  values  of  total  imports  of  this 
class  of  articles  into  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  calendar  years 
1912,  1913,  and  1914,  and  those  from  the  United  States  separately, 
show  the  important  role  American  firms  are  already  playing  in  this 
trade.  These  figures  are  presented  in  terms  of  2,240  pounds  to  the 
ton  and  112  pounds  to  the  hundredweight,  the  tun  being  a  cask  con- 
taining about  1,120  pounds: 


Articles. 


Quantities. 


1913 


1913 


1914 


Values. 


1912 


1913 


1914 


rBOM  VNTTED  STATES. 

Lard cwt. . 

Lard,  imitation do. . . 

OIU: 

Cottonseed,  refined... tons.. 

Cottonseed,  unrefined  .do. . . 

Coconut,  m.reflned cwt. . 

Fisli tuns., 

Grease,  animal  fats.etc. .  .cwt. , 

Tallow,  unrefined do... 

Oleomargarine    and    refined 

tallow cwt. , 

ntOU  ALL  CorKTBUS. 

Lard cwt.. 

Lard,  Imitation do.. . 

Oils: 
Cottonseed,  refined... tons.. 
Cottonseed,  unrefined  .do. . , 

Coconut,  refined cwt.. 

Coconut,  imrefined do. . , 

Tlsh tuns.. 

Stearin cwt . , 

Tallow,  unrefined do... 

Oleomargarine    and    refined 
lailow cwt.. 


1,663,  ISO 
186,951 

20.146 
6,041 

72,090 
4,111 

94,955 

81,539 

£6,660 


I, (CO,  487 
218,522 

21,666 

6,168 

601, 757- 

631,432 

68,030 

97,120 

2,039,352 

357,262 


1,868,992 
184,663 

15,506 
405 
61,441 
1,5.52 
70,153 
83,668 

104,892 


2,005,360 
224,519 

16,586 

1,070 

546,742 

622,801 

70,886 

82,689 

1,902,084 

377,567 


1,672,450 
228,525 

19,161 
1,573 


1,676 
"i6,"726' 
108,855 


1,76.5,107 
252,742 

19,866 
3,114 
309,417 
396,593 
34,928 
95,330 
1,641,852 

363,676 


S20, 645,348 
1,796,021 

2,947.707 

807,196 
647,571 
385,699 
288,934 
650,203 

12,348,991 


22,255,166 
2,115,093 

3,213,194 
821,718 
6,462,493 
5,852,098 
6,309,305 
954,924 
16,467,652 

4,060, 0S3 


t25,231,416 
1,872,702 

2,539,077 
64,875 
613,  .557 
133,731 
205,138 
646,227 

1,318,481 


27,021,056 
2,265,370 

2,716.856 

154,502 

6,533,125 

6,533,125 

7,340,706 

814,866 

15,609,922 

4,176,090 


«21,934,951 
2,306,497 

3,080.606 
239,106 


165,223 
"""83,"«9» 
1,333,465 


23, 120, 464 
2,555,813 

3,209,335 
437,260 
3,929,51» 
3,929,61» 
6,544,890 
970,614 
12,965, 73S 

3,861,738 
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During  1914  the  United  States  led  all  other  countries  in  the  value 
of  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  lard,  imitation  lard,  refined 
and  unrefined  cottonseed  oil.  For  fish  oils,  the  southern  Wales  fish- 
eries came  first,  Norway  second,  Japan  third,  the  Falkland  Islands 
fourth,  and  the  United  States  eleventh.  For  oleomargarine  and  re- 
fined tallow,  Argentina  led,  with  the  United  States  second;  for  im- 
refined  tallow,  Australia  far  exceeded  other  countries,  Argentina 
coming  second,  Uruguay  third,  China  fourth,  and  the  United  States 
fifth. 


OFFICIAL  NUMBEKS  FOE  MEECHANT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  August  7, 1915 : 


Name. 

Official 
num- 
ber. 

ie« 

Tonnage. 

Year 
buUt. 

Where  buUt 

Home  port. 

Gross. 

Net. 

POWER. 

Gas  screw  yacht: 
Arcadia 

213530 
2135.39 
213533 

213537 

213540 
213538 
213524 
213525 
213632 
213526 
213';33 
213541 
213531 

213527 

213534 

213536 
213529 
213528 

166095 
166094 
166093 
166096 

166097 

30 
23 
28 

8 

24 
12 
12 
14 
12 
2f« 
11 
36 
15 

190 

46 

130 

94 

4,362 

316 
7 
6 

290 

10 

25 
21 
22 

6 

16 
8. 
10 
11 
12 
236 
9 
17 
10 

160 

46 

88 

64 

2,718 

311 

7 

6 

2C0 

10 

1915 
1913 
1915 

1915 

1915 

1916 
1915 
1913 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 

1915 

1915 
191S 
1900 

1915 
1912 
1915 
1915 

1913 

Brooklyn,  N.Y... 
TomsKiver.N.J.. 
Keponset,  Mass... 

Knoxrille,  Tenn.. 

Kasaan,  Alaska... 
New  Haven, Conn. 
San  DioRo,  Cal.... 

Deer  Isle.  Me 

Pcrtland,  Oreg  . . . 

Macon,  Ga 

SanDieeo.  Cal.... 

MUton,  Del 

Stockton,  Cal 

Boston,  Mass 

Dubuoue,  Iowa... 

Tottenvme,N.Y.. 
Ferrysburg,  Mich . 
Stockton,  England 

GlldersIeeve,Conn . 

Sallttire,  N.Y 

Alton,  III. 

New  York 

Franeda 

Honeeka 

sstem  wheel: 
Ben  Hur 

LFMW".'; 

Philadelphia. 
Burlington,  Vt. 

Ketchikan 

Oas  screw: 

E.J.  N 

George  L 

Helen  F.  Ealon. 

San  Diego. 
Slonington,  Me. 
Porlland,  Orog. 

Kitty  Moran  ... 

Sturges 

Wildcat 

San  Diego. 
Wilmington,  DeL 

William  C 

Bteam  screw  yacht : 
Wenonah 

Steam  stern  wheel: 
Beder  Wood  . . . 

LFM3 

Boston. 
Chicaga 
New  York. 

Steam  screw: 

J.C.Stewart... 
Winnebago'... 

mCBIOOBD. 

Barn: 

Cllflord 

■lfmv" 

Do. 
Do. 

Hartford 

No  Name 

Patchogu*. 
St.Loms. 

Pleasant  Hours. 

Thekia 

We3tlake,La 

Sunny    Point, 
Alaska. 

Morgan  City. 

Soow: 

Sunny  Point 
No.i 

a  Foreign-built  vessel  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  Aug.  18, 1914. 

The  total  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American  registry  to 
August  7,  1915,  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  was  164  vessels  of 
644,724  gross  tons.  The  following-named  vessels  have  been  author- 
ized to  be  provisionally  registered  through  American  consuls  and 
are  included  in  this  total. 

Gross  tons. 
LFNB  steamslilp  Solvci'Si 4, 409 

LFNC  steamship  Lapland 3, 719 

LF^'D  steamship  Rygja 3, 826 
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CHEWDTO  OTTM  FOE  TSE  CHINESE  PEOPLE. 

I  Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  Shanghai,  Jaly  7.] 

While  the  consumption  of  chewing  gum  in  China  is  at  present 
negligible  it  would  seem  that  this  Republic  offers  a  splendid  market 
for  the  introduction  of  American  chewing  gum.  The  Chinese  people 
are  fond  of  sweets  and,  I  believe,  have  no  particular  aversion  to  the 
use  of  chewing  gum.  Because  they  have  not  in  the  past  taken  to  its 
use  should  not  be  construed  as  a  conclusive  argument  that  they  will 
not  accept  it.  There  was  a  time  when  the  Chinese  people  did  not 
know  condensed  milk,  yet  to-day  they  consume  millions  of  tins. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  Chinese  people  smoked  tobacco  only  in 
the  form  of  pipe  tobacco;  to-day  they  smoke  millions  of  cigarettes. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  Chmese  people  knew  no  such  thing  as 
tooth  powder,  yet  to-day  tooth  powders  are  advertised  all  over  China. 

These  articles  have  been  introduced  from  abroad  and  by  elaborate 
advertising  campaigns  have  secured  for  themselves  extensive  sales 
among  these  people.  The  advertising  must  be  done  in  Chinese,  the 
article  must  be  wrapped  (in  Chinese-printed  wrappers)  in  a  manner 
attractive  not  to  the  American  consumer  but  to  the  prospective 
Chinese  user,  and  money  must  be  spent  in  the  initial  campaign  of 
introducing  it.  This  business  can  be  handled  only  by  sending  repre- 
sentatives to  China,  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  article  into  this 
market  is  a  matter  that  requires  the  attention  of  those  fully  conver- 
sant with  the  details  of  the  business. 

The  Chinese  take  readily  to  the  idea  of  a  certain  trade-mark,  so 
that  much  stress  in  advertising  should  be  laid  on  the  trade-mark 
under  which  the  article  is  sold.  Ill  this  connection  it  is  well  to  caution 
American  manufacturers  of  the  necessity  of  having  their  trade-marks 
registered  not  only  in  China  but  in  Japan  as  well,  in  order  to  guard 
against  the  flooding  of  the  market  with  imitations  after  the  trade 
has  been  worked  up.  Registration  can  be  effected  by  application  at 
the  consulate  general  at  Shanghai  and  at  the  Patent  Office  at  Tolq^o. 


DIEECT  SHIPMENTS  SOUTH  AFEICA  TO  AMERICA. 

[Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa,  June  30.] 

Direct  shipments  from  South  African  ports  to  the  United  States 
are  apparently  to  be  continued  for  a  time  at  least.  One  drawback 
which  is  the  cause  of  complaints  from  shippers  is  the  uncertainty 
existing  as  to  the  amount  of  cargo  space  which  will  be  allotted  to 
each  port.  In  other  words,  the  steamship  agents  are  apparently  not 
able  to  tell  prospective  shippers  how  much  cargo  they  will  be  able  to 
take  from  tliis  port. 

The  natural  result  is  that  American  orders,  given  with  a  time  limit 
as  to  shipment,  have  been  refused,  because  no  certain  information  as 
to  time  when  shipment  might  be  made  could  be  obtained. 

Bradford  wool  and  mohair  inteiests  are  not  favorably  disposed 
toward  South  Africa's  direct  trade  with  America,  so  American  im- 
porters anxious  to  continue  this  trade  should  make  all  possible  allow- 
ance now  for  delayed  shipments. 

EveiT  ship  which  has  recently  left  South  Africa  for  America  hag 
had  a  full  cargo.  The  more  direct  the  trade  the  greater  will  be  its 
volume. 
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WELFABE  WOBK  OF  TrSTrGTTAYAN  BAILWAY. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Albert  Hale,  Buenos  Aires,  ArgentlDa.l 

The  Central  Uruguay  Railway  (Ferrocarril  Central  del  Urnguay) 
has  recently  taken  one  progressive  step  which  will  be  understood  by 
the  management  of  many  railways  in  the  United  States,  although 
the  principle  is  something  rather  new  in  South  America.  This  rail- 
way issues  a  biweekly  bulletin,  distributed  gratis  to  its  employees 
and  to  any  along  its  line  who  may  ask  for  it.  While  this  little  bul- 
letin has  some  general  news,  it  devotes  itself  particularly  to  the 
spread  of  information  concerning  crop  conditions,  the  best  methods 
of  farming  and  of  getting  goods  to  market,  and  in  fact  to  all  mat- 
ters that  will  enable  the  farming  folk  to  improve  their  industrial  as 
well  as  their  social  condition. 

In  addition,  under  the  auspices  of  the  bulletin,  aided  by  the  rail- 
way, lecturers  are  sent  up  and  down  the  line  to  give  practical  dem- 
onstrations of  improved  methods  in  farming  and  to  encourage  the 
residents  near  each  station  to  take  advantage  of  the  services  offered 
by  the  railway  in  all  such  matters.  This  movement  is  meeting  with 
considerable  success,  as  the  interest  of  all  the  farmers  has  been 
aroused,  and  considerable  attention  is  given  by  them  to  these  sug- 
gestions of  the  railway.  Reports  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the 
bulletin  itself.  There  seems  to  be  a  steady  desire  among  the  agri- 
culturists in  all  that  part  of  the  country  reached  by  the  railway  to 
improve  themselves  under  such  instruction. 

Another  active  step,  promoted  particularly  by  the  general  man- 
ager of  the  Uruguay  Central  Railway,  Mr.  C.  W.  Bayne,  is  that  of 
ottering  prizes  to  the  employees  of  the  railway  for  suggestions  tend- 
ing to  improve  the  service.  These  suggestions  are  printed  in  a  small 
publication  issued  by  the  railway,  so  that  there  may  be  constant  evi- 
dence both  of  the  prizes  given  and  of  the  character  of  the  sugges- 
tions. The  last  publication  of  this  kind  contained  161  ideas,  so  called, 
of  which  8  were  given  prizes,  and  the  improvements  offered  in  these 
suggestions  Avere  adopted  by  the  railway  company  as  of  practical 
value. 

STTGAB  CBOF  OF  DOMINICAN  BEPUBUC. 

[Vice  Consul  Juan  M.  Herrero,  Santo  Domingo,  July  15.] 

A  sugar  crop  nearly  70,000  bags  greater  than  that  of  last  season 
is  looked  for  this  year  (1915-16)  m  the  Santo  Domingo  consular  dis- 
trict. The  estates  of  the  Macoris  section  are  expected  to  yield  630,000 
bags  against  581,203  bags  in  1914-15,  Santo  Domingo  155,000  bags 
against  146,000,  and  Azua  37,000  bags  against  25,084;  a  total  of  822,- 
000  bags,  compared  with  752,287  last  year.  (The  average  weight  of 
a  bag  of  sugar  is  320  pounds.) 


English  Cotton  Spinners  Beceive  Adranoe. 

Vice  Consul  John  W.  Thomas  reports  from  Manchester,  England, 
that  the  5  per  cent  wage  advance  granted  to  the  cotton  spinners  will 
add  $50,000  to  the  weekly  bill  in  the  cotton-spinning  industry. 
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COHHEBCE  THBOUGH  THE  SATTLT  STE.  UABIE  CANALS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  through  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  Ste.  Marie  (Soo)  Canals  dur- 
ing July  and  for  the  season,  until  July  31, 1914,  and  1915. 

(From  a  report  ot  tbe  V.  B.  engineer  in  cbarg*  of  Uw  XT.  8.  canal  at  Sault  Ste.  Ifarie,  lUcIi.| 

FOR  JULY. 


Articles. 


United  States  canal. 


m4 


191S 


Canadian  canal. 


1*14 


1915 


Total  both  canals. 


1914 


1915 


EASTBOVKD. 

Copper short  tons. 

Otata bushels. 

Flour barrels. 

Iron  ore short  tons. 

Iron,  pig do... 

Lumber M  ft.  b.  m. 

Wheat bushels. 

General  merchandise  ...short  tons. 
Passengers number. 

WI8TB0VND. 

Coal,  hard short  tons. 

Cool,  soft do... 

Uanufactured  iron do... 

Salt barrels. 

General  merchandise short  tons. 

Passengers number. 

Total  freight: 

Eastbound  ...short  tons. 
Westbound do... 

Both  ways  . .  .do. . . 

Vessel  passage? number. 

Registered  tonnage net. 


11,800 

2,J«1,677 

009,210 

1,580,974 

6,334 

74,809 

2,912,852 

32,SS4 

4,788 


17,801 

849,  SOI 

539,090 

0,691,285 


1,722,371 

285,120 

4,045,763 


2,417 

1,548,861 

226,700 

333,866 


74,004 

2,160,148 

26,316 

3,819 


2,407 

6,997,153 

11,130 

4,934 


6,454 

1,778,218 
11,353 
3,985 


11,800 

4,604,048 

1,194.330 

5,626,737 

5,334 

77,216 

9,910,005 

44,014 

9,723 


20.018 

2,398,663 

765,790 

7,025,151 


375, 127 
1,580,950 

18,509 

42,413 

93,909 

4,320 


311,3.16 

1,710,478 

19,731 

62,293 

116,015 

4,010 


2,007,387 
2,074,857 


6,999,869 
2,166,924 


4,082,244 


9,166,793 


2,126 
3,864,335 


2,464 
6,788,870 


56,066 
287,200 
15,854 
17,724 
50,368 
6,422 


4,018 

48,700 

659 

2,940 
31,919 

3,581 


431,193 

1,868,150 

34,303 

60,137 

144,277 
10,742 


4,335,992 
412,020 


466,728 
85,716 


4,748,012 


552,444 


6,343,379 
2,486,877 


8,830,256 


951 
2,921,890 


507 
919,753 


3,077 
6,788,225 


80,458 

3,938,366 

37.669 

7,804 


315,374 

1, 759,178 

20,3<;o 

65,233 

147,934 

7,591 


7,466,597 
2,252,640 


9,719,237 


3,971 
7,706,623 


FOUR  MONTHS  ENDING  JULY  31. 


EASTBOtniP. 

er short  tons., 

Oiifn bushels.. 

Flour barrels.. 

Iron  ore short  tons.. 

Iron,  pig do 

Lumber lift.  b.  m.. 

Wheat bushels. , 

General  merchandise . . .  short  tons. , 
Passengers number. . 

■WZSIBOVUD. 

Coal,  hard short  tons.. 

Coal,  soft do 

Flour barrels.. 

Grain bushels. , 

Manufactured  iron short  tons.. 

Salt barrels. , 

General  merchandise short  tons. , 

Passengers number. , 

Total  freight: 

Eastbound short  Ions. 

Westbound do... 

Both  ways do 

Vessel  passages number. 

Registered  tonnage net. , 


29,258 
12,403,347 
12,974,112 
4,271,699 
9,375 
213,397 
11,132,580 
98,043 
7,890 


57,584 
9, 182, 629 
2,214,577 
17,609,066 


933,099 

4,830,^58 

367 


99.336 

346,197 

327,721 

0,649 


192,354 
30,468,770 
67,363 
6,097 


969,743 

4,651,940 

100 

31,250 

88,511 

2>'0,676 

363,863 

6,411 


17,715,346 

821,700 

10,468,228 

2,200 

8,193 

44,656,242 

33,027 

7,611 


200,433 

1,075,982 

160 


31,205 
57,134 
182,512 
10,852 


5,668,704 
6,242,979 


19,389,691    12,280,981 
6,11G,6G9  I  1,498,309 


11,901,683 


5,810 
11,138,227 


2F,  506, 300  Il3,779,290 


6,950  3,062 

19,082,072     8,660,563 


6,*706 

7,605,642 

853,460 

488,692 


25,849 

8,157,708 

64,556 

6,378 


24,483 
120,675 


30,067 
30,118.693 
3,795,812 
14,739,927 
11,575 
221,590 
55,788,822 
131,070 
15,501 


1,133,532 

5,906,840 

517 


7,08t 
16,730 
110.340 

5,526 


130,541 

403,331 

610,233 

17,501 


63,290 

16,788,171 
3,068,037 
18,097,758 


218,203 

38,636,478 

131,919 

12,473 


994,236 

4,781,015 

100 

31,250 

»5,5«o 

297,406 

474,203 

11,937 


1,083,039 
273,972 


1,357,011 


1,597 
2,437,843 


17,939,685 
7,741,288 


25,680,973 


8,872 
19,798,790 


20,472,730 
6,390,641 


26,863,371 


8,547 
21,519,915 


Note.— The  United  States  canal  opened  on  April  20, 1914,  and  on  April  17, 1915. 
opened  on  April  20, 1914,  and  on  April  13,  I91S. 


The  Canadian  oanal 
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These  waterways  are  the  connecting  links  between  Lake  Superior 
and  the  lower  lakes,  and  the  traffic  tlirough  the  canals  furnishes  a 
key  to  the  water-borne  trade  of  the  Lake  Superior  section  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 


SWISS  PimCHASES  OF  COTTON  YAKN. 

A  Zurich  correspondent  of  the  Manchester  Guardian  furnishes  the 
following  report  under  date  of  July  26,  1915,  on  the  quantity  and 
kind  of  cotton  yam  imported  into  Switzerland. 

In  single  yaras  up  to  Id's,  there  Is  no  Import  to  speak  of  from  England ;  a 
few  cases  occasionally,  In  the  last  years  never  above  0,000  pounds.  The  bulk 
Is  In  20-119'8.  Here  England  sends  us  about  90  per  cent  of  our  Imports.  In 
1913,  with  Imports  smaller  than  In  the  preceding  years,  we  received  from 
England  2,745,000  pounds.  In  120'8  and  above  the  Imports  came  almost  exclu- 
sively from  England,  and  amounted  to  855,000  pounds.  In  dyed  yams,  bleached 
yarns,  and  yams  made  up  for  retail  sale  and  sundries,  we  imported  213,000 
pounds  from  England.  In  doubles  the  principal  position  Is  CO's  and  upwards, 
singed  Import  from  England  1,083,000  pound.s,  other  doubles  045.000  pounds. 
In  all,  the  Imports  into  Switzerland  amounted  In  1913  to  8,580,000  pounds. 
Of  this  England  sent  us  6,450,000  pounds — that  Is,  75  per  cent. 

For  1914  the  detailed  figures  are  not  available  yet.  The  official  published 
totals  for  yarn  (about  2,524,000  pounds  for  single  yam)  and  doubles  of  all 
Idnd  show  5,609,000  pounds  imports.  Of  this,  3,650,000  iwunds  is  for  the  first 
six  months  and  only  1,953,000  pounds  for  the  second  half  year.  England  Kent 
us  about  4,000,000  pounds,  and  ail  Indications  point  to  the  probability  that, 
notwithstanding  the  war,  we  i-eceived  about  the  same  proportion  as  in  1913  in 
fine  counts  and  singed  doubles  above  60's,  yams  that  are  exclusively  used  for 
dress  goods,  embroideries,  etc.,  and  certainly  not  for  war  purposes. 

As  I  showed  above,  and  have  already  stated  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Inter- 
national Federation  of  Master  Cotton  Spinners  and  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tions, our  imports  fell  far  short  in  the  second  half  of  1914.  Besides,  the  fear 
was  far  spread  that  there  might  come  a  stoppage  in  the  forwarding  agencies  in 
1915,  and  as  a  result  there  was  a  rush  for  yarn  to  make  up  the  deficiency  and 
put  in  a  supply.  This  easily  explains  the  large  figures  of  the  English  export  to 
Switzerland  in  the  first  five  months  of  this  year,  to  which  allusion  was  made  In 
the  Manchester  papers.  I  would  not  be  surprised  to  see  this  demand  continue, 
as  our  weaving  sheds  are  well  .supplied  with  orders,  and  use  these  Imported 
English  yams  for  goods  which  could  not  possibly  serve  any  war  purposes,  but 
supply  tlie  export  demand  for  many  countries. 


Hew  Activity  in  California  Export  Trade. 

The  eflfect  of  the  European  war  upon  shipping  is  resulting  in  new 
inquiries  with  regard  to  California  products.  During  the  last  few 
weeks  the  California  Development  Board  has  had  inquiries  from 
England,  France,  Porto  Rico,  China,  Japan,  and  several  Latin- 
American  countries,  making  specific  inquiries  for  certain  lines  of 
goods.  These  inquiries  have  been  referred  to  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters throughout  the  State- 


In  the  report  on  "  Inland  Traffic  of  Andalusia  and  Estremadura," 
published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  July  29,  1915,  the  port  of  Gal- 
veston should  have  been  included  among  those  served  by  the  steam- 
ship company,  Pinillos  Izquierido  y  Cia  of  Cadiz,  a  line  which  has 
11  ships,  and,  in  addition  to  its  service  between  Spanish  t)orts,  has 
sailings  to  various  countries  in  North  and  South  America.  Vessels 
of  that  line  are  in  regular  trade  at  Galveston. 
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FOBEIGN  TAADE  OPFOBTUlllIJLES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bare«a  and  Its  branclt  ofllcea.  Reqnest 
(or  eacb  opportunity  sbould  be  ob  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flie  number  given. 

Consuls  arc  requested  to  contribute  to  this  department,  and  in  doing  so  should 
in  each  instance  state  in  what  language  correspondence  Should  he  conducted. 

Paper,  stationery,  etc.,  No.  17900. — A  firm  In  Spain  advises  an  American  con- 
sular officer  tliat  it  desires  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American 
exporters  of  paper,  stationery,  mathematical  Instruments,  and  other  articles 
usually  sold  by  stationers. 

Crosstics,  No.  17901. — An  electric  railway  company  in  an  insular  possession 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  would  like  to  obtain  prices 
from  American  exporters  of  crosstles.  The  ties  should  be  of  oak,  creosoted, 
and  In  the  following  dimensions :  5.91  feet  long,  4.41  inches  high,  8.11  inches 
wide,  weighing  74.96  pounds.  For  track  crossings  an  oak  tie  9.19  feet  long 
is  desired. 

Hosiery,  etc..  No.  17902. — ^An  experienced  dry-goods  salesman  in  Canada  informs 
an  American  consiilar  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  cotton  goods,  hosiery,  etc.    Keferences  are  given. 

Dolls,  No.  17903. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a  manu- 
facturer of  dolls  in  bis  district  desires  to  secure  the  services  of  a  selling 
agent  in  New  York  City. 

Paper-making  materials.  No.  17904. — A  paper-manufacturing  company  in  Brazil 
informs  one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  bureau  that  It  desires  to  pur- 
chase wood  pulp  and  cellulose.  Samples  and  full  information  are  desired 
at  once. 

Hardware,  No.  17905. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  business  roan  who  desires  to  receive  offers  from 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  general  lines  of  hardware. 
Prices,  etc.,  should  be  in  French  equivalents.  Quotations  should  be  c.  1.  f. 
French  ports.    Samples  should  be  sent 

Hosiery,  hardware,  musical  instruments,  etc..  No.  17906. — ^A  business  man  In 
India  writes  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  arrange  for 
exclusive  agencies  in  the  following  lines:  Hosiery,  glassware,  toilet  articles, 
watches  and  clocks,  general  builders'  supplies,  household  articles  and 
utensils,  go-carts,  iienclls,  fountain  pens,  stationery  supplies,  rope,  musical 
instruments,  plumbers'  supplies,  etc.  Quotations  should  be  made  c  1.  f. 
destination. 

Coke,  No.  17907. — A  dealer  in  builders'  supplies  in  Paraguay  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  offlcet  that  he  desires  to  buy  foundry  and  furnace  coke.  He 
has  been  paying  $13.51  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Buenos  Aires,  and  $20.26  per  ton 
c.  1.  f.  destination.  He  buys  about  300  tons  per  annum.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  Spanish. 

Neutral  oil.  No.  17908. — A  perfumery  manufacturer  in  Brazil  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  be  Is  anxious  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  and  producers  of  neutral  oil  for  use  in  making  perfumery. 
He  states  that  he  will  place  a  trial  order,  and  if  it  proves  satisfactory  he 
will  purchase  about  5  barrels  of  190  liters  each  per  month.  Samples  marked 
"  Amostras  sem  Valor "  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Fuel  oil,  No.  17909. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Africa  reports  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  de.sires  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  from  5,000  to  6,000  tons  of 
oil  to  be  used  as  fuel  by  steamers  and  by  a  railroad  company.  Prices  per 
shipload  (tank  steamer)  and  full  speclflcations  as  to  the  analysis  of  the 
oil  should  be  sent  at  once  to  its  reprejent.'itive  in  England.  Quotations 
are  desired  c.  1.  f.  destination.    Correspondence  may  be  In  Blnglish. 

Naval  stores,  lumher,  etc..  No.  17910. — A  firm  of  Importers  In  Brazil  informs 
one  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  that  It  desires  to  correspond 
with  manufacturers  of  naval  stores  and  long-leaf  pine  lumber. 
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Machinery,  No.  17911. — ^An  American  consular  oflBcer  In  New  Zealand  reports 
that  a  iarm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  mattress  and  bed  spring 
making  machinery.  Catalogues  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at 
once.  The  firm  is  prepared  to  pay  cash  against  documents  at  port  of  ship- 
ment or  destination,  but  prefers  the  latter. 

Scedg,  No.  17912. — A  company  which  conducts  an  agricultural  experimental 
station  In  Brazil  reports  that  it  Is  experiencing  difliculty  in  securing  seeds. 
He  desires  to  correspond  with  dealers  in  seeds  and  nurserymen.  A  booklet 
containing  varieties  of  seeds  used  and  prices  paid,  etc.,  may  be  examined  at 
the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Railtcay  tttaterial,  agricultural  machinery,  etc.,  No.  17913. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Africa  reports  that  a  commission  merchant  In  his  district 
desires  to  represent  American  firms  in  Portuguese  West  Africa.  It  Is  stated 
that  the  man  will  visit  the  United  States  In  the  near  future.  He  desires  to 
establish  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  iron  and  steel  prod- 
ucts, locomotives  and  railway  material,  bridges  and  other  structural  mate- 
rial, agricultural  machinery,  hardware  of  all  kinds,  floating  docks,  dredges, 
machine  tools,  office  furniture,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
Reference  is  ofifertd. 

Lumber  and  fruits,  No.  17914. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  bureau  re- 
ports that  a  business  man  in  Brazil  desires  to  receive  the  names  and 
addresses  of  mills  cutting  longleaf  pine ;  also  growers  (no  dealers)  of  apples 
and  fruits  grown  along  the  eastern  coast  of  the  United  States. 

Oalvanieed  sheets.  No.  17915. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  E^st  Indies 
reports  that  an  engineering  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  bids  im- 
mediately on  a  trial  shipment  of  100,000  small  galvanized  stamped  sheets, 
similar  to  the  samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch 
offices.  The  manager  of  the  firm  states  that  several  hundred  thousand  of 
these  sheets  will  be  required  monthly,  if  prices  and  quality  are  satisfactory. 
Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.  Bank  reference  is  given.  The  firm  asks  that  it  be  granted  30 
days  for  examining  the  material  before  making  payment  After  relations 
have  been  established  the  firm  expects  to  pay  cash  against  shipping  docu- 
ments. 

Machinery,  No.  17916. — ^A  firm  in  Portugal  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  is  in  the  market  for  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  shoe  tacks 
and  machines  for  making  water  and  gas  lead  pipes.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  B^gllsh.  Catalogues  and  full  information  are  desired  at  once.  Cash 
will  be  paid  against  shipping  documents.  A  sample  of  the  tacks  to  be  manu- 
factured may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Bank  refer- 
ences are  given. 

Bashes,  doors,  Uinds,  etc.,  No.  17917. — A  firm  in  Brazil  Informs  one  of  the  com- 
mercial agents  of  the  Bureau  that  it  desires  to  receive  quotations  and  full 
information  relative  to  sashes,  doors,  and  blinds. 

Wood,  No.  17918. — A  firm  In  Argentina  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  is  Interested  in  securing  wood  in  thin  sheets  as  per  sample  which 
may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  The  firm  believes 
that  large  quantities  of  such  material  could  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
receptacles  for  yerba  mate.  Samples  and  prices  should  be  sent  at  once. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 


'  Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston,  758  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  louis,  402  Third  Hational  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbernla  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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WINDOW  GLASS  FOE  HONDTJEAS. 

[Consul  E.  M.  Lawton,  Tcgncigalpa,  July  20.] 

Window  glass  is  not  used  extensively  in  the  interior  of  Honduras 
because  of  the  high  cost.  Many  of  the  better  stores  have  counters  for 
display  made  with  glass  tops  and  fronts,  and,  except  for  such  use, 
window  or  plane  glass  is  invariably  of  the  poorest  and  cheapest 
quality.  Only  a  few  sizes  are  carried  in  stock  by  local  merchants, 
and  none  of  them  have  any  conveniences  for  cutting  to  size  on  re- 
quest, so  that  if  a  customer  wants  an  odd  size  for  special  use  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  secure  it. 

There  are  no  glass  factories  in  Honduras,  and  for  the  fiscal  year 
1912-13  only  $11,706  worth  of  glass  was  imported  to  Honduras,  of 
which  one-half  was  window  glass.  In  this  consular  district  nearly 
all  such  imports  have  been  brought  from  Europe.  Merchants  claim 
this  is  because  European  prices  have  been  lower.  It  may  be  that  it 
was  impossible  to  purchase  in  the  United  States  the  cheap  grade  of 
product  most  salable  here. 

Local  retail  prices,  however,  indicate  that  there  should  be  a  market 
for  a  better  grade  at  the  same  retail  prices  here  current.  As  an  indi- 
cation, a  single-strength,  22  by  24  inches',  retails  in  this  city  for  $1  to 
$1.50  per  liglit,  and  of  a  grade  which  would  be  classed  as  seconds  in 
American  markets. 

This  consulate  has  been  endeavoring  to  interest  local  dealers  in 
American  glass.  Merchants  claim  that  the  breakage  is  so  heavy  that 
the  business  is  too  uncertain ;  that  boxes  of  glass  are  frequently  re- 
ceived with  every  glass  broken.  Some  dealers  have  intimated  that 
with  some  guaranty  against  breakage,  even  at  a  higher  cost  of  pack- 
ing and  freight,  the  business  would  be  more  satisfactory.  Attention 
has  been  called  to  the  manner  in  which  glass  for  show-case  tops  is 
shipped  from  Europe,  where  the  glass  is  packed  in  a  light  box,  with 
only  a  paper  between  the  lights,  and  this  box  packed  in  the  center  of 
a  crate,  with  excelsior  packing  on  all  sides  of  the  box  itself.  From 
such  packing  there  is  rarely  a  broken  glass.  It  is  also  economical  for 
inland  freight  and  port  and  customs  charges,  which  are  levied  on 
gross  weight. 

There  are  no  wholesalers  in  any  lines,  but  the  principal  stores  ia 
this  city  are  general  dealers,  and  have  from  2  to  20  branch  storea 
One  firm,  the  largest  importing  house  in  this  district  and  the  second 
largest  in  Honduras,  desires  to  receive  prices  on  American  window 
glass,  together  with  details  of  quality  and  methods  of  packing, 
guaranties,  if  any,  etc.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that 
cheap  grades  are  most  in  demand,  and  low  prices  will  be  the  most 
attractive  item  to  dealers  at  first.  Better  grades  may  be  demanded 
later  on. 

[A  list  of  tbe  most  important  bouses  in  Tegucigalpa,  Amapnia,  and  Cboluteca 
who,  migbt  also  become  interested  iu  extending  tbe  glass  trade  may  be  had 
from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  district  offices; 
refer  to  file  No.  64200.] 

There  is  an  immense  demand  in  Australia  for  cotton  flannels, 
which  are  called  "  swanskins,"  in  27  to  30  inch  widths. 

WASHINGTON  :  QOTEBNUEN'T  PBINTIKG  OrFtOB  :  IMS 
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OVEBSBA  TBVST  LICENSES. 

[Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  ITagup,  Netherlands, 

received  Aug.  11.] 

The  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust  now  gives  import  licenses  only  to 
those  satisfactorily  accounting  in  detail  the  ultimate  destination  of 
last  lot.  Hereafter  importers  may  sell  only  through  a  new  distribut- 
ing committee.    Notify  exporters. 

DEKAin)  FOB  COAL  IN  THE  NETHEBLANSS. 

[Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  Hague,  Netherlands, 

received  Aug.  11.] 

Great  demand  and  agitation  for  coal.  The  Netherlands  Oversea 
Trust  will  now  issue  licenses  for  American  coal.  Better  push  Amer- 
ican export  where  Oversea  licenses  obtainable. 

JAPANESE  SALES  EXPOSITION  IN  CHILE. 

[Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attach^  Verue  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Aug.  11.] 

A  combination  of  Japanese  steamship  lines  and  Japanese  mer- 
chants, and  under  the  Japanese  Government  auspices,  is  establishing 
an  exposition  in  Santiago,  the  capital  of  Chile.  It  will  have  a 
$100,000  stock  of  Japanese  goods  which  will  be  offered  for  sale. 

CANAL  TBAFFIC  IN  JUNE. 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  July  28.] 

The  number  of  ocean-going  vessels  passing  through  the  Panama 
Canal  during  June  (143)  was  the  highest  number  to  have  used  the 
canal  in  any  month  since  its  opening,  and  the  cargo  handled  (60.S.180 
tons)  exceeded  that  for  all  previous  months  except  March,  1915. 
The  tolls  earned  aggregated  $641,182. 

The  principal  commodities  passing  through  the  canal  during  the 
month  were  coal,  coke,  copper,  flour,  general  cargo,  iron  ore,  lumber, 
manufactured  goods  of  iron  and  steel,  machinery,  railroad  material, 
nitrates,  refined  petroleum,  sugar,  tin,  wheat,  and  wines. 
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GEBUAN  Am)  BRITISH  INTEBTBADE  Uf  CHINA. 

(Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkons,  June  28;  see  also  Comuebcb  Bipokts 
for  Jan.  11  and  June  8,  1915.] 

For  some  time  trading  between  British  firms  in  China  and  German 
firms  in  China  has  been  prohibited  within  certain  limits.  Hitherto, 
however,  there  has  been  no  law  or  order  preventing  the  shipment  of 
goods  manufactured  in  Great  Britain  to  German  firms  in  China  for 
sale  to  the  Chinesej  hence  the  recent  prohibition  of  such  traflSc  is  a 
matter  of  extreme  importance  in  the  cotton  piece-goods  trade  of  the 
Far  East. 

For  years  British  products  have  dominated  the  Chinese  piece- 
goods  market,  but  a  large  share  of  such  textiles — a  surprisingly  large 
share,  in  fact — has  been  sold  by  German  firms  established  here.  In 
line  with  the  practice  of  the  trade  generally  these  German  firms  have 
long  been  accustomed  to  have  goods  of  a  certain  quality  made  for 
them,  on  which  they  have  affixed  a  trade-mark  or  "  chop  "  of  their 
own.  As  a  result  of  years  of  successful  trading  with  the  Chinese 
these  "  chops  "  have  come  to  be  of  great  value  not  only  to  the  German 
houses  using  them  but  also  to  the  British  firms  that  weave  the  goods. 
By  the  terms  of  the  recent  order  of  the  British  Government  Man- 
chester and  other  firms  which  have  heretofore  manufactured  such 
foods  for  these  German  firms  arc  now  prohibited  from  continuing  to 
0  so. 
Kevtral  Qoods  Kay  Fill  the  Gap. 

The  general  result  is  that  if  the  British  firms  are  to  continue  in 
this  trade  they  must  either  appropriate  the  German  "chops"  and 
establish  direct  connections  with  the  Chinese  or  attempt  to  secure 
the  trade  of  the  Chinese  by  the  introduction  of  other  goods  of  the 
same  quality  under  other  brands.  This  latter  plan  is  not  at  all 
easy ;  it  reduces  itself  to  mere  competition  for  Chinese  business,  such 
as  has  always  existed  between  the  several  British  firms  or  between 
British,  German,  American,  and  Japanese  firms.  Moreover,  there  is 
the  probability  that  the  German  firms  concerned  will  immediately 
secure  from  neutral  sources  goods  manufactured  for  them  according 
to  their  standards  and  marked  with  tlieir  chops.  The  result  of  the 
order  of  the  Government,  therefore,  will  be  that  what  has  heretofore 
been  British  trade  through  German  houses  in  China  will  simply 
become  neutral  trade  through  such  houses. 

There  are  other  phases  of  the  subject  and  other  and  correlated 
questions  arising  out  of  similar  conditions  in  other  lines  of  trade 
affected  by  the  new  order.  The  immediate  practical  result  seems  to 
be  that  Hongkong  importers  for  the  present  are  compelled  to  order 
from  allied  or  neutral  markets  many  lines  of  goods  that  have  here- 
tofore come  from  the  countries  now  at  war. 
intimate  Sesults  Kost  Important. 

As  in  the  case  of  other  lines  affected  by  various  changes  in  trade 
machinery  and  trade  methods  due  to  the  war  in  Europe,  the  effect  of 
this  latest  development  is  less  important  in  its  immediate  results  than 
it  is  likely  to  be  in  its  ultimate  results.  The  severance  of  all  such 
ties  between  German  and  British  interests  in  China  and  the  Far  East 
generally  breaks  up  a  connection  that  has  existed  for  many  years  to 
the  advantage  of  both  German  and  British  interests  as  opp(»ed  to 
American  and  other  commercial  growth.    The  examination  into  trade 
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matters  -which  has  attended  the  liquidation  of  the  affairs  of  German 
firms  in  Hongkong  has  amply  demonstrated  that  while  British  goods 
have  dominated  the  trade  of  China  for  many  years  the  actual  handling 
of  the  greater  mass  of  such  goods  has  of  late  been  done  by  German 
firms.  The  breaking  up  of  this  combination  is  of  profound  im- 
portance in  the  future  trade  of  the  Far  East. 

[A  report  on  tbe  same  subject  as  the  foregoing,  prepared  by  Consul  General 
Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  of  Hankow,  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


CHINESE  IN  FOOCHOW  DISTBICT  SEEK  AMEBICAN  GOODS. 

(Consul  Albert  W.  Pontins,  Foochow,  June  IS.] 

Native  merchants  here  purchase  most  of  their  wares  in  Shanghai  or 
Hongkong  through  a  broker  who  is  responsible  for  the  proper  filling 
of  orders.  The  terms  of  credit  extended  are  payment  within  20  to 
50  days  after  delivery  of  the  goods.  Although  the  native  merchants 
have  been  approached  at  different  times  in  the  past  by  various  manu- 
facturers in  the  United  States,  such  written  attempts  to  introduce 
foods  have  not  proved  successful.  Large  orders  had  to  be  placed, 
anking  arrangements  (cash  with  order)  were  unsatisfactory,  prices 
were  high,  and  long  delay  was  involved  m  the  shipment  and  delivery 
of  the  goods.    These  factors  prevented  the  placing  of  direct  orders. 

So  far  as  local  feeling  and  opinion  are  concerned,  there  has  been 
no  time  during  the  past  10  years  or  more  that  such  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  native  merchants  to  purchase  American-manufactured  arti- 
cles as  at  present  has  existed,  and  with  such  favorable  circimistances 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  few  articles  of  American  manufacture 
are  now  imported  into  the  district. 
Proposed  Branch  Agency  for  American  Ooods. 

Foreign  manufactured  goods  to  the  value  of  $4,637,340  were  im- 
ported during  the  past  year.  Direct  trade  with  the  manufacturers  in 
the  United  States  seems  at  present  impracticable,  but  the  native  mer- 
chants are  of  opinion  that  what  is  wanted  is  the  establishment  of 
a  local  branch  agency  for  American  goods  in  general,  to  be  operated 
in  connection  with  some  responsible  American  firm  in  Shanghai,  and 
that  the  agency  should  be  in  a  position  to  supply  particulars  regard- 
ing goods  of  American  manufacture. 

A  30  per  cent  increase  in  prices  in  general  is  now  prevailing,  owing 
to  the  low  rate  of  exchange.  The  energetic  efforts  of  the  Japanese  in 
this  Province  have  met  with  pronounced  success,  and  since  the  out- 
break of  the  war  Japanese  manufactured  articles  have  in  many  in- 
stances displaced  European  goods. 

[Samples  of  piece  goods  and  sundries  sold  in  the  Foochow  district,  price  lists 
for  a  wide  range  of  articles  under  this  same  classification,  and  names  of  Chinese 
import  firms  at  Foochow  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  oflices.    (Kefer  to  file  No.  63518.)] 


Saving  Lemon  By-Prodacts  in  California. 

A  company  subsidiary  to  the  California  Fruit  Growers'  Exchange 
has  selected  Corona,  in  Riverside  Coimty,  as  the  site  of  a  factory 
for  the  manufacture  of  citrate  of  lime,  lemon  oil,  lemon  emulsion, 
and  other  by-products.  The  new  company  is  capitalized  at  $100,000 
and  its  shareholders  are  aU  lemon  growers.  , 
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AXEBICAS  DTTEBEST  DT  SOUTH  AFBICAH  SHE  TBASK 

(Consul  Edwin  N.  Gnnsaalos,  Jobannesbarg,  Dnlon  of  Sonth  Africa,  Apr.  18.] 

During  1914  the  manufactures  of  silk  imported  into  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  were  valued  at  $446,671,  as  against  $514,831  for  1913, 
a  decrease  of  $C8,160.  It  is  naturally  to  be  espected  that,  as  a  result 
of  the  war,  importations  and  consumption  of  silk  goods  will  mate- 
rially decrease:  but  although  there  exists  a  general  disinclination 
among  the  public  of  the  Johannesburg  consular  district  to  purchase 
expensive  goods,  the  prospects  for  the  introduction  of  American 
manufactui>es  of  silk  would  appear  to  be  good,  as  a  result  of  the  ces- 
sation of  supply  from  other  sources  which  have  heretofore  enjoyed 
this  class  of  trade. 

Local  climatic  conditions  serve  to  assist  in  the  regulation  of  the 
market  for  silk  goods.  In  preference  to  goods  manufactured  of  silk 
in  combination  with  some  other  textile  or  textiles  there  is  employed 
to  a  large  extent  a  material  known  as  Indian  gauze,  which  gains  its 
popularity  through  its  qualities  of  lightness,  serviceability,  and  its 
adaptability  to  the  absorption  of  perspiration. 

Japan  leads  in  FnmishinK  Silk  Piece  Goods. 

The  exportation  of  piece  goods  to  the  Union  of  South  Africa  has 
been  primarily  enjoyed  by  Japan.  France  and  Switzerland  fol- 
low, in  the  order  of  importance  in  the  exportation  of  silk  goods  to 
South  Africa.  During  1913  and  1914  the  importations  of  silk  piece 
goods  amounted  to  $287,317  and  $246,807,  respectively.  In  the 
absence  of  any  available  statistics  for  1914  those  figures  for  1913 
must  be  used  to  show  the  comparative  insignificance  of  the  impor- 
tations of  silk  piece  goods  from  the  United  States.  Of  the  total 
value,  $287,317,  goods  worth  $1,026,  or  0.35  per  cent,  originated  in 
the  United  States. 

Silk  hosiery  finds  a  ready  sale  in  the  markets  of  the  Johannes- 
burg consular  district.  The  same,  however,  can  not  be  said  of  silk 
underwear,  which  as  a  result  of  the  necessity  for  the  use  of  such 
materials  as  will  absorb  perspiration,  meets  with  but  small  demand. 
A  combination  of  silk  and  wool  is  by  far  the  preferred  texture, 
and  its  popularity  is  only  equaled  by  mercerized  cotton,  manufac- 
tures of  which  are  largely  imported. 
May  Look  to  TTnited  State*  for  Supply. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  United  Kingdom 
supplied  the  great  majority  of  silk  hosiery  and  underwear,  though 
curtailed  exportations  as  a  result  of  war  have  compelled  South  Afri- 
can importers  to  seek  other  sources  of  supply.  The  opportunity 
arises  here  for  the  American  manufacturer.  The  importation  of  silk 
hosiery  and  underwear  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  1914 
shows  an  increase  of  $13,178  over  1913,  when  the  total  imports 
amounted  to  $36,877.  The  United  States  in  1913  supplied  but  $1,688 
of  the  total,  $23,699. 

Prices  for  hosiei-y  manufactured  of  silk  or  silk  in  combination  with 
other  textiles  range  from  $1.17  to  $2.91  per  dozen  pairs.    Those 

trades  finding  the  most  ready  sale  to  South  African  dealers  cost 
0.97,  $1.45,  and  $1.70  per  dozen.  The  price  for  hosiery  of  American 
manufacture  averages  about  $1.94  per  dozen  pairs,  and  silk  under- 
wear wholesales  at  $26.91  per  dozen  garments. 
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The  principal  countries  supplying  silk  gloves  to  the  Union  of 
South  Africa,  in  the  order  of  importance,  are  the  United  Kingdom, 
Japan,  and  India.  As  in  the  case  of  silk  hosiery,  the  merchants  of 
South  Africa  have  been  forced  to  change  their  sources  of  supply,  and 
in  this  instance,  also,  there  would  appear  to  be  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  the  American  manufacturer.  Because  of  the  popularity 
of  gloves  made  of  silk  mixture,  mercerized  cotton,  and  pure  cotton,  it 
is  probable  that  the  necessity  for  the  creation  of  a  demand  for  pure 
silk  gloves  may  arise.  Gloves  manufactured  of  the  last  three  men- 
tioned materials  wholesale  from  $2.43  to  $3.64  per  dozen  pairs,  those 
finding  the  greatest  sale  at  $3.04. 
Handkerchiefs,  Cravats,  and  Waistcoats. 

A  fairly  large  market  exists  in  the  Johannesburg  consular  district 
for  silk  handkerchiefs.  These  have,  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  been  imported  from  England.  Owing  to  the  comparatively 
small  demand,  however,  it  is  doubtful  if  a  sales  campaign  by  an 
American  manufacturer  of  silk  handkerchiefs  alone  could,  under  the 
circumstances,  be  made  profitable. 

Such  articles  as  silk  cravats,  ties,  and  waistcoats  meet  with  a  ready 
sale  in  this  consular  district.  All  these  articles,  as  heretofore,  are 
being  largely  imported  from  English  and  Irish  manufacturers.  Cra- 
vats of  silk  or  silk  in  combination  with  other  materials  cost,  whole- 
sale, from  $5  to  $18  per  dozen.  Silk  waistcoats  are  purchased  by  the 
retailer  at  from  $2  to  $4.50  per  garment,  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  material  and  workmanship. 

[Prepared  at  American  consulate  at  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  Mar.  20.] 
Total  Imports  of  Silk  Goods  Hot  Lasgt. 

The  total  white  population  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  is  less 
than  1,400,000,  or  about  the  same  as  the  population  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  The  majority  of  the  people  are  farmers,  miners,  and 
villagers.  There  is  in  consequence  a  very  small  market  in  this  coun- 
try for  silk  gloves,  silk  underwear,  and  silk  hosiery.  Almost  no 
demand  exists  for  silk  gloves,  those  who  dress  stylishly  preferring 
kid  gloves.  Some  silk  gloves  are  sold  to  the  colored  people  on  ac- 
count of  the  cheaper  price. 

The  total  value  of  silk  underwear  and  silk  hosiery  imported  into 
the  Union  during  1914  was  only  $36,879  and  during  1913,  $23,700. 
Of  this  amount  Great  Britain  furnished  about  45  per  cent,  Japan 
20  per  cent,  Grermany  16  per  cent,  and  the  United  States  only  9  per 
cent. 

Values  of  imports  of  silk  hosiery  and  silk  underwear  into  Cape 
Town  and  the  Union  for  1913  and  1914,  and  for  Januaiy,  1915,  with 
countries  of  origin  for  the  imports  of  1913,  are  given,  no  statistics 
being  available  for  silk  gloves: 


Destination  and  countries  o(  origin. 


1913 


1914 


January, 
191£. 


Cape  Town 

Union  of  South  Africa. 

United  Kingdom. 

Japan 

Qermanr 

■    United  States..., 

France 

Switzerland 


»16,167 
23,700 
10.332 
4,096 
3,991 
2,175 
1,007 
749 


$1S,0?9 
36,879 


S2,42S 
3,4S0 
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Interference  with  a  portion  of  this  trade  by  war  conditions  makes 
it  possible  for  American  manufacturers  to  extend  their  markets  to 
some  extent,  but  the  shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Japan 
are  well  maintained. 

[Consul  E.  A.  WakcQeld,  Fort  Elizabeth,  South  Africa,  May  8.] 
Prospects  for  Fnture  Increase  in  Trade. 

Trade  in  silk  gloves,  silk  underwear,  and  silk  hosiery  in  this  dis- 
trict is  very  limited.  Nevertheless  there  are  indications  of  a  prob- 
able increase  in  the  future.  Women  are  showing  a  preference  for 
hosiery,  underwear,  and  gloves  made  wholly  or  partially  of  silk. 
Men  are  not  generally  inclined  to  look  with  particular  favor  upon 
silk  underwear,  but  silk  socks  are  commonly  worn.  These  silk  prod- 
ucts are  all  imported,  as  there  are  no  manufactories  in  this  consular 
district  and  no  prospect  of  establishing  such  an  industry. 

Imports  of  hosiery,  including  underwear,  for  the  last  year  were 
only  about  $9,000.  Other  imports  of  silk  clothing,  made  up,  includ- 
ing silk  gloves,  amounted  to  $28,000.  Imports  at  the  South  African 
ports  of  Cape  Town  and  Durban  seem  decidedly  greater  in  propor- 
tion to  the  general  trade  than  in  this  consular  district.  One  of  the 
dealers  explains  that  local  retailers  stock  up  through  Cape  Town 
importing  houses. 

Sources  of  Imports  of  Silk  Manufactures. 

Silk  hosiery  imports,  including  underwear,  were  40  per  cent  Brit- 
ish, 32  per  cent  Japanese,  7^  per  cent  American,  and  the  balance 
scattered.  Other  silk  clothing  imports  were  50  per  cent  British,  25 
per  cent  Japanese,  8  per  cent  Indian,  and  4  per  cent  each  from 
France  and  Switzerland.  The  imports  for  January  and  February 
show  a  falling  off  in  comparison  with  the  first  two  months  of  1914, 
but  not  so  noticeable  as  might  be  expected. 

Eetailers  get  very  good  prices  in  comparison  with  the  wholesale 
cost  of  these  articles.  In  fact,  i*etail  trade  profits  in  general  are  pro- 
portionately greater  than  American  dealers  expect. 

Silk  gloves  are  imported  at  prices  varying  irom  $3.35  to  $6.20  per 
dozen  pairs.  The  higher  prices  would  be  for  long  gloves.  These 
gloves  retail  at  70  cents  to  $1.33  per  pair,  or  at  $8.40  to  $15.96  per 
dozen  pairs. 

Stockings  costing  the  importers  $11.68,  $13.20,  and  $14.60  per 
dozen  pairs  retail  at  $2.55,  $3.05,  and  $3.75  per  pair.  Recently  Ameri- 
cans have  been  offering  local  merchants  a  woman's  stocking  with  a  low 
grade  (or  imitation)  silk  foot  as  low  as  $5.60  per  dozen  pairs.  Of 
course  better  grades  were  carried  also,  and  it  is  understood  good 
trade  resulted,  considering  general  business  conditions. 

The  prices  <juoted  for  women's  silk  stockings  apply  also  to  women's 
silk  undervests,  as  they  are  almost  exactly  identical,  both  wholesale 
and  retail.  Undervests  made  of  mixtures  of  silk  and  wool  and  silk 
and  cotton  are  said  to  be  one-half  the  prices  quoted  for  the  all-silk 
lines.  A  very  few  silk  combination  underwear  garments  are  im- 
ported at  $21.90  per  dozen  and  retail  at  $5  per  garment, 

I«rge  Shipment  Kecelved  from  VAlted  States. 

Men's  silk  stockings  are  considered  likely  to  increase.in  popularity. 
One  local  retail  firm  has  just  landed  an  importation  from  the  United 
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States  valued  at  $600,  which  is  a  large  shipment  for  a  retail  firm  to 
handle.  If  business  conditions  were  anything  like  normal,  trade 
would  be  fairly  gobd  in  these  lines.  The  prices  for  imports  are 
$1.95,  $2.60,  $3.65,  $4.25,  and  $5  per  dozen  pairs.  Such  lines  retail  at 
40  cents,  48  cents,  62  cents,  73  cents,  and  85  cents  per  pair.  The  im- 
port prices  quoted  are  approximate  landed  costs,  including  discounts. 
There  is  little  inclination  at  present  to  stock  up  beyond  immediate 
requirements.  The  absence  of  so  many  men  at  the  front  and  the 
uncertainty  as  to  when  the  war  will  end  naturally  tends  to  make 
business  men  conservative.  Heavy  subscriptions  to  patriotic  funds 
have  been  made  by  all  classes,  and  one  of  the  results  is  lessened  local 
expenditure.  Future  prospects  are  an  unknown  quantity.  So  long 
as  the  war  lasts  there  is  no  prospect  of  improvement. 

[Lists  of  wholesale  and  retail  dealers  In  and  importers  of  manufactures  of 
slllt  in  tlie  Jolianuesburg  consular  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


CEAITGES  IN  WOBEHEN'S  HOMES  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Charge  d' Affaires  Jefferson  Caffcry,  American  Legation,  Stoclibolni,  Sweden,  July  0.] 

A  report  on  the  building  trade  in  Swedish  towns  in  1913  calls  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  erection  of  dwelling  houses  follows  con- 
siderably different  laws  from  other  lines  of  industrial  activity.  This 
recent  publication  shows  that  in  the  244  towns  from  which  the  re- 
ports are  available,  in  the  course  of  the  year  2,480  buildings,  of 
which  two-thirds  were  dwelling  houses,  were  included  in  the  build- 
ing operations.  There  were  1,309  dwellings  newly  erected  or  built 
from  the  foimdation,  in  the  erection  of  which  the  building  material 
was  in  36.8  per  cent  of  cases  chiefly  of  stone,  and  in  63.2  per  cent  of 
cases  of  wood.  While  in  towns  of  more  than  40,000  inhabitants  the 
stone  buildings  amounted  to  83.5  per  cent  of  all  newly  erected  build- 
ings, the  corresponding  figure  for  towns  below  5,000  inhabitants  is 
only  24.1  per  cent. 

While  in  1912  the  "  one-house  one- family  "  building  was  preferred 
by  the  builders  in  preference  to  any  other  type  of  house,  this  had  to 
give  way  in  1913  to  the  two-family  house  principle,  a  class  which  is 
generally  represented  by  the  small  holding  own-home  style  so  well 
known  in  the  smaller  commimities,  where  the  owner  lives  on  the 
ground  floor  with  a  flat  for  letting  on  the  upper  floor,  or  by  the  long 
one-story  buildings,  with  the  two  flats  on  each  side  of  the  hall.  Of 
all  houses  erected  in  small  towns  in  1913,  73.6  per  cent  contain  at  the 
most  two  flats.  In  the  larger  places  the  corresponding  percentage  is 
only  46.2,  and  building  operations  are  chiefly  directed  to  the  erection 
of  large  buildings  containing  flats. 

In  the  north  of  Sweden  many  families  are  still  dependent  upon 
the  minimum  of  living  space,  which  is  designated  by  a  single  room 
with  a  kitchen  range.  Certain  circumstances  seem  to  point,  however, 
to  the  fact  that  the  class  of  dwelling  in  Norrland  here  referred  to  is 
about  to  be  replaced,  as  a  normal  worlonan's  dwelling,  by  the  next 
higher  class  of  dwelling,  a  development  which  in  the  soutnem  parts 
of  the  country  has  already  reached  its  zenith. 
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EABLY  JULY  EZPOET  AHD  IMPOBT  PBICIS  IN  CHILK 

IConsuI  Geoentl  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Jifly  0.1 

The  prevailing  prices  of  domestic  commodities  for  the  week  ended 
Julv  3  were: 

I^ran :  $0.80  to  $0.85  per  quintal  of  101.41  pounds.  In  the  north 
the  price  i.s  $1.04  delivered  on  shore. 

Oils:  $0.40  to  $0.46  per  kilo  of  2.2046  pounds. 

Peas:  $4.62  to  $5.60  for  202.82  pounds. 

Barley  (quotations  for  157.18  pounds) :  Feed  barley,  $2.40  to 
$2.48;  Chevalier,  $4  to  $4.08. 

Beeswax :  $24.80  per  quintal  of  101.41  pounds. 

Dried  peaches:  Small,  $8  per  quintal  of  101.41  pounds;  ordinary, 
$12.80;  superior,  large,  $24. 

Beans:  The  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  beans  is  still  in 
force  and  likely  to  remain  so  until  the  new  crop  is  ready  next  March. 
The  prices  vary  from  $4.80  to  $7.08  for  202.82  pounds. 

Chick  peas:  Large,  $9.28  for  202.82  pounds;  average,  $0.88;  small, 
$0.08. 

Flour:  The  Chilean  mills  are  unable  to  lower  the  prices  on  account 
of  the  high  prices  demanded  by  the  native  growers.  Although  the 
cost  is  high,  it  does  not  leave  a  margin  on  which  flour  could  be  im- 
l^orted  from  California.  Quotations  are  given  at  $1.80  to  $5.12  for 
101.41  pound.s. 

Dried  figs:  $3.68  to  $4  per  171.96  pounds. 

lentils:  Large,  $6.08  to  $6.40  for  202.82  pounds;  small,  $4.40  to 
$4.56  for  202.82  pounds. 

Lard:  $19.20  jier  quintal  of  101.41  pounds. 

Butter:  $32  to  $.33.60  for  101.41  pounds. 

Nuts :  $8  for  97.35  pounds. 

Hay  (prices  for  quintal  of  101.41  pounds) :  First  cutting  on  board 
cars,  $0.51;  first  cutting  on  board  Valparaiso,  $0.57;  second  cutting 
on  board  cars,  $0.67 ;  second  cutting  on  board  Valparaiso,  $0.72. 

Quilli:  $4.16  to  $4.32  per  101.41  pounds.  The  high  price  of  ship- 
ping does  not  permit  exportation  of  this  product. 

AVlieat:  White,  in  Santiago,  $4.18  for  158.73  pounds,  without 
sack;  white,  on  the  frontier,  $6.24  for  220.46  pounds;  long,  $6.08  to 
$6.40  per  162.26  pounds;  roimd,  $5.76  to  $6.08  per  162.26  pounds; 
common,  $5.12  to  $5.44  per  162.26  poimds. 

Import  Market  Prices  for  Early  JTvly  Stated. 

Rice:  Importations  of  Carolina  from  the  United  States  have  been 
paralyzed  on  account  of  the  low  prices  and  large  quantities  on  hand 
of  all  kinds,  with  the  exception  of  Italian  3A.  Quotations  for 
101.41  pounds  are:  Carolina,  $7.48  to  $7.84;  India,  $4.56  to  $4.65; 
Siam,  $4.65  to  $4.74;  Italian  3A,  $7.66;  Java,  $5.47. 

Sugar:  Congress  has  given  its  approval  to  the  continuation  of 
the  reduced  duties  on  sugar  as  applied  up  to  June  30,  1915.  Quo- 
tations for  25.3  pounds  are:  Cubes,  $1.84;  sacked,  $1.82;  bars  in 
sacks,  $1.78. 

Coffee:  Quotations  for  quintal  of  101.41  pounds  are:  Guayaquil, 
roasted,  $17.52  to  $18.25 ;  not  roasted,  $16.06  to  $16.42 ;  Brazil,  not 
roasted,  $11.68  to  $12.04;  Costa  Rica,  not  roasted,  $47.45;  Peruvian 
washed,  not  roasted,  $54.75;  Peruvian,  $13.81  to  $14.27. 
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Cement:  The  price  for  the  best  brands  fluctuates  between  $4.38 
and  $4.74. 

Cumin  seed :  Sellers  are  asking  $4.38  per  quintal  of  101.41  pounds, 
or  three  times  the  price  asked  before  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Iron :  Sellers  are  asking  $8.39  for  101.41  pounds. 

Condensed  milk:  Domestic  brands  are  selling  at  $2.56  per  dozen 
tins ;  imported  at  $3.29  per  dozen  tins. 

Pepper:  $21.90  for  quintal  of  101.41  pounds. 

Cayenne:  Groimd,  $21.90  for  quintal  of  101.41  pounds;  bark, 
$24.09  to  $24.45  for  101.41  pounds. 

Sacks:  For  wheat,  used  once,  20  cents  each;  for  wheat,  new,  23 
cents;  for  barley,  new,  2 J  pounds,  21  to  22 J  cents;  for  metal,  new,  19 
cents. 

Salt :  Fine  salt  is  selling  at  $2.46  to  $2.56  per  dozen  bottles ;  native 
salt  at  73  cents  to  $1.28  per  quintal  of  101.41  pounds. 

Soda :  70  to  72  per  cent  caustic  sells  at  $5.11  to  $5.45  per  quintal  of 
101.41  pounds;  washing,  $2.65  per  quintal  of  101.41  pounds;  native, 
$1.92. 

Yerba  mate :  $3.19  per  25.3  pounds. 

AOBICTTLTUBAL  RETIJBNS  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  Rufus  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  July  29.] 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  for  Scotland  has  prepared  provisional 
estimates  of  the  acreage  of  wheat,  barley,  oats,  potatoes,  and  hay, 
and  the  numbers  of  each  class  of  live  stock  in  Scotland,  based  on  a 
proportion  of  the  returns  made  on  June  4  last.  The  figures  are 
given  ir.  the  following  table,  with  a  comparison  with  those  for  1914. 
It  will  be  observed  that  wheat  and  oats  show  increases  of  18,000  and 
77,000  acres,  respectively,  while  barley  shows  a  decrease  of  44.000: 
the  total  area  under  these  three  crops  is  thus  larger  by  51,000  acres. 
SVhile  certain  classes  of  live  stock  have  diminished,  the  total  numbers 
of  cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  show  slight  increases. 


Crop. 


Wheat 

Barley 

Oats 


Acre- 
age. 


79,000 
ISO,  000 
907,000 


Increase 

or  de- 
crease as 
compared 
with  leu. 


-H8,000 
-44,000 
4-77,000 


Per 
cent. 


•f29.S 
-22.7 
+  8.4 


Crop. 


Potatoes 

Rye  grass,  etc., (or  hay. 
Permanent  grass  (or  hay 


Acre- 
age 


144, noo 
SW.OOO 
151,000 


Increase 
or  de- 
crease as 
compared 
with  1914. 


-8,000 
-20,000 
-  6,000 


Per 
cent. 


-B.2 
-4.9 
-S.8 


Number. 


Increase  as 

compared  with 

1914. 


Per  cent 
o( increase. 


Live  stock: 
Cattle. 
Sheep. 
Pigs... 


1,228,000 

7,102,000 

168,000 


13,000 
7B,00O 
0,000' 


1.1 
1.1 
3.9 


Flour  Milling  in  California. 

The  Oakland  Enquirer  says  that  during  1914  250,000  bushels 
of  flour  and  5,000,000  pounds  of  cereals  were  sold  in  California 
every  month.  The  manufacturers  had  to  go  East  for  much  of  tlie 
wheat  and  com  used  in  the  factories.  It  is  estimated  that  the  mills 
pay  taxes  to  the  amount  of  about  $200,000  a  year  and  pay  their  em- 
ployees $2,000,000. 
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BESOTJBCES  OF  THE  HOCHOW  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  E.  CarletoD  Baker,  Cbangking,  China.] 

Hochow,  a  city  with  a  population  x>f  100,000,  is  situated  about  40 
miles  northwest  of  Chungking  at  the  confluence  of  the  Suining  and 
Chialing  Eivers.  A  few  miles  to  the  northeast  of  Hochow  the 
Chialing  Eiver  is  joined  by  the  Chu  Ho,  a  large  tributary  flowing 
in  a  southwesterly  direction  and  draining  a  vast  area.  Hochow  de- 
rives its  chief  importance,  therefore,  from  the  peculiar  geographical 
position  which  it  thus  occupies. 

The  entire  traffic  of  three  large  river  systems  converge  at  that 
point.  Each  of  these  rivers  is  navigable  for  a  long  distance  and 
each  has  numerous  tributaries  which,  with  the  main  streams,  tap  the 
greater  part  of  Szechwan  Px'ovince. 

The  district  under  review,  with  Hochow  as  the  center,  extends  to 
the  north  as  far  as  Yunkou,  northwest  to  Yehmaochi,  southwest  to 
Tungliang,  southeast  to  Tutu,  and  northeast  as  far  as  Linshui.  The 
estimated  population  of  this  region  is  between  2,000,000  and  3,030,000. 

Agrieultural  Besonrces. 

Hochow  district  is  very  rich  in  agricultural  products.  Rice  is  the 
principal  crop,  and  large  quantities  are  sent  to  Chungking.  Yunkou 
and  the  adjoining  country  are  the  chief  rice-producing  centers. 
Wheat,  corn,  and  millet  are  among  the  other  important  cereals  raised. 
Millet,  however,  is  chiefly  used  in  the  manufacture  of  spirits. 

Cotton,  peanuts,  red  sugar  cane,  and  ginger  are  also  very  largely 
cultivated.  The  cotton  is  of  somewhat  inferior  quality  and  is  chiefly 
used  as  a  wadding  for  winter  garments  and  for  bed  quilts.  Two 
varieties  of  peanuts  are  cultivated,  one  large  and  the  other  small. 
The  former  are  of  foreign  origin;  they  are  large  and  of  excellent 
quality.  The  latter  are  small  and  shriveled  and  are  of  compara- 
tively little  value. 

The  red  sugar  cane  is  large  and  succulent  and  is  usually  sold  in 
small  pieces  for  chewing.  The  cane  that  is  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  sugar  is  of  a  different  sort  altogether  and  is  mostly  produced  in 
the  districts  of  Tzechow  and  Neichiang.  A  great  deal  of  ginger  is 
exported  from  the  Hochow  district  to  Chungking  and  to  other  im- 
portant markets.  Ginger  with  the  Chinese  is  a  very  important 
article  of  diet  and  is  used  in  the  preparation  of  a  large  number  of 
dishes. 
Vegetables  Kalsed  In  Great  Variety. 

Large  quantities  of  vegetables  are  also  raised,  chief  among  which 
are  cabbage,  turnips,  carrots,  sweet  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  and  egg- 
plant. The  turnips  are  of  two  sorts,  white  and  red.  The  white  ones 
often  weigh  4  or  5  pounds  apiece.  They  are  of  inferior  quality, 
but  cheap;  for  the  equivalent  of  $1  gold  it  is  possible  to  purchase 
over  1,200  pounds  at  the  place  of  production.  The  carrots  are  more 
like  the  foreign  product  in  quality  and  flavor,  but  are  also  very 
cheap;  800  or  1,000  pounds  can  be  purchased  for  the  equivalent  of 
an  American  dollar! 

Peas  and  beans  are  cultivated  in  great  variety  and  they  compare 
favorably  with  those  grown  in  the  United  States  and  Europe.  Sweet 
potatoes  are  a  most  important  article  of  diet  in  this  region.  On 
account  of  their  cheapness  they  are  used  by  many  farmers  as  a  sub- 
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stitute  for  rice,  and  are  sometimes  mixed  with  the  rice  by  those  who 
can  afford  only  a  small  amount  of  the  latter.  While  they  are  eaten 
in  season  to  a  great  extent,  they  are  also  dried  and  kept  for  the 
winter. 

Wood  and  Bapeseed  Oil — Coal  and  Iron. 

Wood  oil  is  another  important  crop  and  is  produced  generally 
throughout  the  district.  This  oil  is  extracted  from  the  fruit  of  the 
timg  tree  (Aleurites  cordata),  which  is  found  in  many  parts  of 
Szechwan  Province.  It  grows  best  in  hilly  xountry,  and  the  moun- 
tainous region  about  Hochow  is  particularly  favorable  to  its  cultiva- 
tion. Wood  oil  from  this  Province  is  being  used  in  foreign  coun- 
tries to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before  and  the  industry  has  great 
possibilities.  Another  important  vegetable  oil  produced  in  the 
Hochow  district  is  derived  from  a  plant  which  is  commonly  known 
as  rape.  This  plant  is  grown  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Szech- 
wan and  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  winter  crops.  Rapeseed 
oil  is  very  largely  used  for  lighting  and  cooking  purposes,  and  in 
many  parts  of  the  Province  it  is  the  only  illuminant. 

The  Hochow  region  is  particularly  rich  in  iron  and  coal.  The 
deposits  of  coal  are  almost  inexhaustible  and  the  quality"  is  excep- 
tionally good.  The  fuel  is  well  adapted  for  steaming  purposes,  and 
is  counted  upon  to  supply  the  railways  and  new  steamships  that 
will  eventually  penetrate  Szechwan.  The  coal  that  is  now  used 
by  the  small  steamers  on  the  Upper  River  is  obtained  from  the  same 
mountains  in  which  the  large  deposits  occur  and  has  proved  to  be 
highly  satisfactory.  The  iron  that  has  thus  far  been  mined  has  been 
used  only  in  a  small  way  and  smelted  by  native  methods,  but  its 
quality,  quantity,  and  proximity  to  the  coal  mines  give  promise  of 
great  manufacturing  possibilities. 

[The  foregoing  Is  one  of  a  series  of  reports  (Icnllng  with  the  resources  and 
development  of  Szechwan  Province  by  districts;  those  that  have  already  ap- 
peared In  CoMMEBCE  Repobts  are  MIenchow  (Feb.  3),  Tzeliuchlng  (Apr.  17), 
Sulning  (May  3),  Yachow  (May  26),  Chengtu  (June  2),  Tachienlu  (June  5), 
Kalhslen  (June  26),  Sungpan  (Aug.  9),  and  WelUlu  (Aug.  11).] 


LABOR-SAVINO  AORICUITTJBAL  HACHINERT  IN  ENaiAND. 

[Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  Bristol,  July  23.] 

The  Agricultural  Instruction  Committee  has  reported  to  the 
Somerset  County  Council  that  it  has  had  under  consideration  a  reso- 
lution transmitted  to  them  by  the  Joint  Advisory  Council  of  the 
Bristol  Province  in  the  following  terms : 

That  the  agricultural  education  committees  (or  subcommittees)  of  each 
county  of  the  Province  be  asked  to  deal  with  the  question  of  labor-saving 
machinery  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  president  of  the  British  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  for  this  purpose  to  form  one  or  more  local 
committees,  Including  representatives  of  the  provincial  council,  the  local  agrl- 
cultral  societies,  local  branches  of  farmers*  unions  and  chambers  of  of  agri- 
culture, as  well  as  members  of  the  county  committee  (or  subcommittee)  and 
the  county  agricultural  organizer. 

The  committee  reports  that  it  has  approved  a  scheme  for  putting 
this  resolution  into  effect  whereby  demonstrations  of  labor-saving 
machinery,  such  as  motor-traction  plows  and  milking  machines,  will 
be  arranged  by  the  committee,  wherever  possible,  in  conjunction  with 
local  agricultural  societies. 
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KEEN  DTTEBEST  SHOWIT  DT  WEST  ATBICA'S  TBASE. 

(Vice  Consul  Harry  A.  HcBrlde,  Boma,  Kongo,  June  12.] 

Before  departing  from  Boma  on  leave  of  absence  to  be  spent  in 
the  United  States,  preparation  was  made  to  give  complete  informa- 
tion upon  conditions  in  Kongo  and  Angola  to  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  interested  in  this  market.  A  large  case  of 
samples  of  textiles,  hardware,  and  other  goods  most  commonly  used 
in  these  colonies  was  collected,  listed  and  the  prices  marked  thereon. 
Catalogues  of  all  the  large  commercial  houses  of  Lower  Kongo, 
giving  retail  prices  of  provisions  and  household  goods,  were  abo 
procured. 

These  articles  were  brought  to  America  and  presented  to  the  New 
York  branch  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
and  Mr.  E.  C.  Porter,  commercial  agent  in  charge  of  that  office,  noti- 
fied manufacturers  and  exporters  through  the  press  that  I  would  be 
glad  to  confer  with  interested  firms.  Diecember  12,  14,  and  15  were 
given  over  to  conferences  at  New  York,  the  callers  including  com- 
mission agents  and  ship  brokers  and  representatives  of  manufac- 
turers of  electrical  supplies,  hardware,  jewelry  and  novelties,  men's 
furnishings,  files,  agricultural  implements,  and  malt  beverages. 

Upon  arrival  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  board  of  trade  of  that  city 
notified  manufacturers  through  the  press  that  I  would  be  pleased  to 
meet  them  on  January  19,  1915,  at  the  export  office  of  the  board. 
Conferences  were  held  with  and  information  given  to  the  export 
managers  of  several  of  the  automobile  companies  of  that  section. 

Confldential  Circular  of  Department  of  Commerce. 

The  date  of  my  arrival  in  the  United  States  and  the  fact  that 
samples  of  goods  sold  in  West  Africa  would  be  brought  for  the  in- 
spection of  American  firms  were  made  the  subject  of  Confidential  Cir- 
cular No.  447  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
The  number  of  letters  received  in  response  to  this  circular  was  so 
great  that  there  was  not  sufficient  time  to  reply  to  all  of  them  while 
in  America,  but  the  remainder  were  answered  as  soon  as  I  arrived  at 
Boma.  One  hundred  and  eighty-two  firms  were  given  detailed  in- 
formation as  to  the  market  for  their  goods  in  this  district. 

It  was  surprising  to  note  the  amount  of  interest  taken  by  American 
films  in  the  West  African  market,  and  I  believe  the  nimiber  of 
responses  to  the  confidential  circular  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  (about  250  in  all,  counting  the  catalogues  re- 
ceived) will  serve  as  an  excellent  example  of  the  use  manufacturers 
in  the  United  States  are  now  making  of  the  official  assistance  offered 
to  them.  Since  my  return  to  Kongo  several  firms,  both  in  this 
colony  and  in  Angola,  have  been  inmrmed  of  the  interest  taken  in 
this  market  with  the  result  that  they  have  written  to  some  of  the 
American  exporters,  and  every  effort  on  the  part  of  this  consulate 

feneral  will  now  be  made  to  keep  up  the  relations  thus  established, 
t  is  quite  probable  that  there  will  be  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
sale  of  American  products  here  in  the  near  future  as  this  office  hss 
been  informed  that  two  or  three  fairly  large  orders  for  machinery 
have  already  been  sent  to  the  United  States  by  importers  at  Loands, 
Angola. 
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[Commercial  Agent  IC.  M.  Odell,  Sbangbat,  July  10.] 


765 


The  most  marked  effect  of  recent  developments  in  China  has  been 
to  stimulate  the  trade  in  domestic  yarn  and  cloth,  and  the  cotton 
mills  of  China  have  enjoyed  a  degree  of  prosperity  which  they  have 
not  known  for  some  time.  Usually  the  mills  close  down  a  few  week<». 
in  the  summer,  but  it  is  stated  that  most  of  them  will  be  kept  run- 
ning full  time  night  and  day  this  year.  The  yarn  made  in  the  mills 
in  Shanghai  is  now  commanding  a  higher  price  than  Japanese  yam. 
The  prices  at  which  the  two  kinds  were  sold  during  the  week  of 
July  10  were  as  follows : 


Kind  of  yam. 

Shanghai 
taelsa  per 
bale  of  410 
pounds. 

Dollars 
per  bale. 

Cents 
per  pound. 

No.  l«s: 

Chinese 

92.75 
92.00 

100.00 
93.25 

181.01 
60.00 

55.00 
51.28 

12. 44 

Japanese _ 

No.  20s: 

Chinese 

12.34 
13.41 

12.50 

a  Shanghai  tael  at  present  worth  0.55  cents. 


The  prosperity  of  the  local  mills  is  indicated  by  the  rise  in  the 
price  of  the  shares  of  the  mills  in  Shanghai  under  foreign  manage- 
ment. The  following  table  shows  the  par  value  of  the  shares,  the 
price  on  March  10,  1915,  and  the  price  on  July  9,  1915 : 


Name  of  mill. 

Par  value. 

Prlc3  on 

Mar.  10, 

1915. 

Price  on 

July  9, 

1»5. 

Ewo  Cotton  &  Spinning  Mill: 

Common  stock 

SO 
100 
75 
£0 
SO 

Shanghia 
taelt. 
1.35 
106 
74 
40 
89 

Shanghai 
laels 

170 

Frefcrrcl  stock 

Internctional  Cotton  Mill 

UO 
£0 

Poy  f^h"i  fnllon  Rpinning  A  Woftvlng  Cr, 

44 

Shanghai  Cotton  Mill 

97 

OLIVE-On  MARKET  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Graccy.  SevUIe,  July  1.] 

Uncertainty  and  fluctuation  in  prices  were  the  most  noticeable 
features  of  the  olive-oil  market  during  June.  Except  for  a  limited 
nimiber  of  choice  consignments,  prices  have  shown  a  downward 
tendency.  This  may  be  explained  partly  by  the  fact  that  there  is 
every  indication  for  a  good  crop  for  next  season,  causing  producers 
to  be  desirous  of  disposing  of  their  present  supply  before; the  new 
crop  becomes  available.  Orchards  are  in  excellent  condition,  and 
unless  something  unforeseen  occurs  a  record-breaking  crop  is  con- 
fidently expected. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  production  and  shipment 
of  green  sulphur  oil  {aceite  de  orujo),  which  commodity  until  re- 
cently was  of  negligible  proportion.  The  presence  of  a  number  of 
steamers  bound  directly  for  American  ports  has  doubtless  been  partly 
responsible  for  the  increased  activity  in  this  product. 
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THE  COAL  FIELDS  OF  KWAHOTTIHa  FBOVDrCE. 

[Ilcport  prepared  by  a  Chinese  mining  enelneer  at  the  request  of  Consul  General  F.  D. 

Cheshire,  Canton,  China.] 

Kwanp:tung  Province  is  dissected  by  three  important  rivers — the 
North,  the  East,  and  the  West.  Their  importance  lies  not  only  in 
their  diverging  positions,  but  in  their  indispensable  use  in  conveying 
men  and  goods  from  the  remotest  parts  of  the  Provincie  to  Canton. 
Each  of  these  streams  cuts  through  coal  fields  at  some  point  in  its 
course ;  but  to  the  best  Icnowledge  of  the  writer,  the  upper  course  of 
the  North  Eiver  cuts  the  largest  deposits  in  the  vicinity  of  Shiu 
Chow.  The  East  Tributary,  flowing  from  the  famous  Mei-ling  Pass, 
and  the  West  Tributary,  flowing  from  the  boundary  of  Hunan  and 
Kwangtung  Provinces,  join  to  make  the  North  River.  Shiu  Chow, 
situated  at  the  point  of  their  confluence,  is  growing  daily  more  impor- 
tant as  a  mining  center,  as  nearly  all  the  mming  companies  have  their 
business  headquarters  here. 

Within  a  radius  of  15  miles  from  Shiu  Chow  there  are  not  less  than 
10  mines,  operated  by  different  companies.  Some  of  these  work  regu- 
larly, the  others  intermittently;  all  of  them  lack  machinery.  The 
two  larger  companies,  the  Liang  Kwang  and  the  Hip  Hing,  are  de- 
veloping their  properties  on  a  modern  system,  with  the  view  of 
installing  machinery  as  soon  as  the  properties  have  sufficient  tonnage 
blocked  out  to  warrant  the  expenditure.  Some  of  the  old  workings 
ioiate  back  a  century,  but  it  may  be  said  that  all  of  the  mining  done 
in  the  past  has  been  superficial  and  very  few  of  the  mines  have  been 
sunk  deeper  than  300  feet.  This  may  be  traced  to  two  main  causes — 
lack  of  proper  pumps  to  handle  the  mine  water  and  imjjroper 
ventilation. 

Semianthracite  and  Bitvminoas  Coal — Transportation. 

The  formation  of  the  district  strikes  in  a  general  north  and  south 
direction  and  dips  from  30  to  90  degrees.  Within  a  strip  of  country 
1  mile  wide  by  10  miles  long  it  is  known  that  21  coal  beds  of  varying 
thicknesses  and  qualities  exist.  Their  thicknesses  range  from  1  to 
20  feet.  Most  of  the  coal  burns  with  a  short  purplish  blue  flame, 
without  smoke  or  the  odor  of  sulphur.  Some  of  the  seams  produce 
a  coal  that  bums  with  a  moderately  long  yellow  flame.  The  former 
might  be  classed  as  a  semianthracite  with  7  to  11  per  cent  of  vola- 
tiles;  the  latter  might  be  classed  as  a  bituminous  coal  with  12  to  20 
per  cent  of  volatiles. 

The  Canton-Hankow  Eailway  runs  one  passenger  and  one  freight 
train  from  each  terminus  daily.  The  run  from  Canton  to  Shiu 
Chow,  a  distance  of  409  li  (about  140  English  miles)  by  rail  requires 
some  8  hours  and  entails  a  freight  charge  of  $1.85  per  ton.  Hereto- 
fore all  the  coal  from  the  Shiu  Chow  district  came  to  Canton  by 
water.  The  freight  by  boat  fluctuates  from  $1.35  to  $3.40  per  ton, 
according  to  the  time  of  the  year ;  the  trip  by  water  requires  6  to  10 
days.  It  has  been  the  custom  to  store  up  the  coal  at  the  mine  during 
the  dry  seasons  and  to  ship  it  during  spring  and  summer,  when 
freight  is  at  its  lowest.  Shipping  by  rail  necessitates  extra  handling 
at  the  loading  and  unloading  stations,  which  means  additiouu 
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expense,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  much  of  the  coal  will  be  taken 
out  over  the  railway  until  the  company  offers  further  inducements. 
Other  Coal-Bearing  Sistriote. 

On  the  northwest,  some  hundred  miles  from  Shiu  Chow,  good 
bituminous  coal  has  been  mined,  which  would  command  good  prices 
in  Canton;  but  the  difficulty  oif  navigating  a  portion  of  the  West 
Tributary  of  the  North  River  makes  freight  rates  prohibitive,  and 
during  the  dry  seasons  the  maximum  quantity  transported  is  small. 
These  conditions  have  caused  the  mines  once  working  to  close  up. 
When  the  Canton-Hankow  Bailroad  taps  these  places,  doubtless  the 
working  now  suspended  will  prove  profitable. 

Within  a  radius  of  50  miles  from  Canton  coal  has  been  found  in 
the  districts  of  Pun-yue,  Fa-yen,  Tsung-shing,  and  Ko-ming,  but  the 
seams  so  far  prospected  have  not  proved  to  be  very  thick,  and  with 
the  high  cost  of  mining  timbers  profitable  mining  is  doubtful.  Coal 
is  also  found  in  the  Ymg-tak  district,  but  prospecting  has  not  been 
extensive  enough  to  give  accurate  information.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Tu-kong  region  in  Pun-yue,  which  place  produces  a  good 
quality  of  bituminous  fuel,  the  coal  from  the  above-mentioned 
places  is  of  the  semianthracite  kind. 

In  the  extreme  southwestern  part  of  the  Province,  in  the  districts 
of  Lim  Chow  and  Yum  Chow,  coal  is  also  found.  The  coal  of  Yum 
Chow  is  quite  different  from  that  of  other  districts,  being  a  good 
compact  lignite.  The  deposits  arc  fairly  large,  but  they  lie  7  or  8 
miles  from  the  nearest  waterway,  which  is  only  a  small  stream  navi- 
gable in  the  dry  seasons  to  boats  carrying  not  over  15  tons.  A  dis- 
tance of  some  20  miles  has  to  be  covered,  when  this  river  enters  the 
ocean,  where  the  coal  may  be  transferred  into  seagoing  vessels. 

The  Coal  and  Its  Possibilities. 

Present  knowledge  indicates  that  the  future  production  of  the 
larger  bulk  of  the  native  coal  will  rest  with  the  Shiu  Chow  fields. 
These  fields  have  been  mined  over  extensive  areas,  and  coal  in  paying 
quantities  has  been  proved.  Most  of  the  coal  is  semianthracite,  and 
in  a  dusty  condition  as  a  rule.  Its  proportion  of  lumps  is  usually 
small.  Its  present  consumption  is  confined  largely  to  lime  burning, 
wine  distilling,  and  domestic  uses.  Although  no  available  statistics 
are  at  hand,  it  may  not  be  far  wrong  to  say  that  the  daily  output  of 
the  entire  district  does  not  exceed  200  tons. 

So  far  neither  the  local  government  mining  bureau  nor  any  private 
concern  has  given  due  attention  to  investigating  the  conditions  nec- 
essary for  obtaining  the  best  calorific  value  from  this  coal  (14,000 
to  14,500  B.  t.  u.).  AH  the  power  plants  of  factories  and  steamers 
in  and  about  Canton  have  been  designed  to  burn  Japanese,  Kai- 
ping,  or  Manchurian  bituminous  coal.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
the  native  anthracite  can  not  do  itself  justice  when  burned  on 
grates  so  designed.  It  would  not  be  imreasonable  to  expect  an  in- 
creased market  for  this  native  coal  when  the  use  of  properly  designed 
grates  and  forced-draft  attachments  is  understood,  or  some  suit- 
able binder  for  briquetting  the  coal  dust  is  employed,  especially  when 
wood  fuel  is  becoming  scarcer  and  more  expensive  day  by  day. 
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COHSTBITCTIOir  WOBE  ABEOAD. 

CAHADA. 

(Consul  Samuel  C.  Reat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Aug.  3.] 
Ten  Oraln  Elevators  to  be  Erected. 

The  Western  Canada  Flour  Mills  (Ltd.),  of  Calgary,  is  build- 
ing 10  grain  elevators  in  different  sections  of  Alberta  Province.  In 
the  following  towns  sites  have  been  selected  and  building  is  pro- 
gressing: Ensign,  Kirkaldy,  Champion,  Dalmead,  and  Fleet.  The 
towns  where  the  other  five  elevators  are  to  be  located  have  not  yet 
been  selected.  The  elevators  will  have  a  capacity  of  30,000  bushels, 
with  flour  house  in  connection.  The  cost  of  each  elevator  will  be 
approximately  $6,500. 

This  program  of  construction  will  be  carried  out  this  year  and  the 
management  states  that  unless  financial  conditions  prevent  larger 
program  may  be  undertaken  next  year. 

[Consul  George  8.  Messeramltb,  Fort  Brie,  Aug.  4.] 
Boulevard  Constnictioii. 

Motor  tourists  on  both  sides  of  the  border  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
that  the  Queen  Victoria  Park  Commission,  by  virtue  of  an  agree- 
ment with  the  municipalities  of  Bridgeburg  and  Fort  Erie,  is  extend- 
ing the  Niagara  Boulevard  from  Bridgeburg  to  the  Fort  Erie  ferry 
landing.  The  present  boulevard  extends  from  Niagara  Falls,  On- 
tario, to  Bridgeburg,  Ontario,  but  bad  condition  of  the  road  from 
Bridgeburg  to  Fort  Erie  seriously  interfered  with  the  use  of  the 
boulevard.  The  completion  of  tnis  section  about  September  30 
will  make  the  Niagara  Boulevard  one  of  the  finest  roads  in  Canada. 
School  Buildings. 

The  plans  for  a  $35,000  school  building  at  Port  Colborne  have  been 
approved  by  the  local  school  board  and  tenders  have  been  called  for. 
Plans  and  specifications  are  also  being  prepared  for  a  new  $30,000 
school  building  at  Bridgeburg.  Both  Duildings  are  to  be  completed 
this  fall. 

DommcAir  aEPUBLic. 

[Conaol  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  Puerto  Plata,  July  28.] 
Proposed  Improvement  to  Puerto  Plata  Harbor. 

Extensive  improvements  to  the  port  of  Puerto  Plata  are  about  to 
be  undertaken  by  the  Dominican  Government.  These  will  include  a 
wharf  where  two  steamers  can  unload  at  the  same  time,  a  new  cus- 
tomhouse, and  the  deepening  of  the  harbor.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
cost  will  be  about  half  a  million  dollars.  It  is  expected  that  work 
will  probably  begin  in  two  or  three  months.  Mr.  J.  T.  Collins,  chief 
engineer  of  the  Public  "Works  Department  in  the  Cibao,  will  be  in 
charge. 

ITAIT. 

[Consnl  F.  T.  F.  Dumont,  Florence,  July  21.1 
Numerous  Contracts  for  Koad  and  Bridge  Work. 

Three  contracts,  amounting  to  $19,893,  for  the  construction  and  re- 

Eair  of  public  roads  in  the  Provinces  of  Florence  and  Bologna  have 
een  awarded  to  Vittorio  Cerbai,  San  Piero  a  Sieve,  Toscana. 
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La  Co-operativa  "La  Sodale,"  Florence,  has  been  awarded  a  con- 
tract amounting  to  $19,161,  for  the  construction  of  the  new  Vol- 
terrana  road  work. 

A  contract,  amounting  to  $53,683,  for  the  betterment  of  the  road 
between  Pratolino  and  Lastra,  in  the  Commune  of  Florence,  has 
been  awarded  to  the  Impresa  Guido  Betti,  Florence. 

Ditta  Carresi  &  Palagi,  Florence,  have  been  awarded  a  contract 
for  road  work  amounting  to  $17,485. 

Other  contracts  for  road  work  in  the  Provinces  of  Bologna,  Parma, 
and  Arezzo,  amounting  to  $4,704,  $41,455,  and  $16,915,  respectively, 
have  been  awarded  to  the  Consorzia  Bolognese  Fra  Co-operative 
Bizocciai,  Bologna,  the  Ditta  Vescovi  Vittorio,  Monchio  Parmense, 
Parma,  and  the  Ditta  Enrico  Goti,  Arezzo. 

A  contract  for  railway  bridge  work  amounting  to  $16,173  has  been 
awarded  to  Ditta  Annibale  Tarozzi,  Bologna. 

Correspondence  and  catalogues  should  be  in  Italian. 

RUSSIA. 

[Consul- General  John  H.  Snodgrasa,  Moscow,  Jnly  8.] 

Exploitation  of  Finland  Waterfalls. 

The  Petrograd  Joint-Stock  Co.  for  Transmission  of  Water  Power 
has  made  application  to  the  Governor  of  Vyborg  for  permission  to 
exploit  the  water  power  from  the  waterfalls  of  Kouhialasky.  It  is 
proposed  to  build  a  dam  reaching  from  one  bank  to  the  other,  with 
hve  passages  of  46  feet  in  width  for  the  water  currents,  of  a  depth 
of  58  feet.  According  to  the  calculations  of  the  Finland  Hyclro- 
graphic  Bureau,  the  now  of  water  is  42,000  cubic  feet  per  second, 
and  can  be  directed  through  four  passages.  The  project  provides 
for  the  erection  of  nine  aggregates  of  motors  of  10,000  horsepower 
each.  The  energy  that  could  be  developed  by  this  station  is  esti- 
mated at  80,000  horsepower. 

SCOIXAHI). 

[Consul  Rufos  Eleming,  Edinburgh,  Jnly  27.] 

The  Municipal  Corporation  will  erect  a  branch  electric  generating 
station  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Edinburgh.  The  building,  which  is 
to  be  a  stone  structure,  will  cost  $65,000  or  $70,000,  and  it  is  intended 
that  the  equipment  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  latest  requirements 
in  the  production  and  distribution  of  electricity.  Bids  for  equip- 
ment have  not  yet  been  asked  for.  Communications  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Corporation  Electrical  Engineer,  Dewar  Place,  Edin- 
burgh, or  the  Convener  of  the  Electric  Lighting  Committee,  City 
Chambers,  Edinburgh. 

SOITTE  AFRICA. 
[Consul  General  George  H.  Murpby,  Cape  Town,  June  29.] 
Hallway  Extension. 

Within  the  past  week  the  railway  system  of  South  West  Africa  has 
been  connected  with  that  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa.  As  a  con- 
sequence it  will  hereafter  be  possible  to  forward  supplies  by  rail  to 
any  point  in  the  Southwest  African  railway  area.  Fortunately  nearly 
all  of  the  German  railway  ^stem  has  the  same  gauge  as  that  adopted 
in  British  territory. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  the  linking  of  the  two  systems  will  have  an 
important  bearing  upon  railway  economics  in  South  Africa  in  years 
to  come. 

De  Aar  is  500  miles  by  rail  from  Cape  Town  and  equidistant  from 
Pretoria.  The  new  connection  from  De  Aar  via  Upington  and 
Nakob  with  Kalkfontein  brings  every  part  of  the  Union  in  more  or 
less  direct  communication  by  rail  with  the  ports  of  Luderitzbucht 
and  Swakopmund.    The  distances  are : 

Miles. 

De  Aar-Uplngton 254 

Uplngton-Nakob 80 

Nakob-Kaltfontein 93 

Kalkfonteiu-Keetuianshoop 120 

Keetmansoop-Wlndhuk 340 

Wludliuk-Swakopmund   (about) 300 

Thus  from  Cape  Town  to  Swakopmimd  is  approximately  1,620 
miles,  or  nearly  tlve  same  distance  as  to  the  Victoria  Falls.  The 
distance  from  Keetmanshoop  to  Luderitzbucht  is  about  230  miles, 
thus  bringing  either  Cape  Town  or  Pretoria  within  1,300  miles  of  the 
southern  port  of  the  conquered  territory.  The  rapidity  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  line  is  very  creditable  to  the  engineering  and  con- 
struction staffs  of  the  South  African  railways. 

SPAIN. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Qracey,  Seville,  July  24.] 
Projected  Hew  Hotel  at  SeTllIe. 

In  several  reports  from  this  office  mention  has  been  made  of  a  pro- 
jected first-class  hotel  for  this  city,  which  has  been  contemplated  for 
some  years,  and  the  possibilities  of  construction  of  which  now  appear 
to  be  more  immediate  as  the  summer  theater  which  has  heretofore 
occupied  the  proposed  site  is,  according  to  reports,  about  to  be  demol- 
ished. 

The  Count  of  Colombi  in  a  recent  report  in  regard  to  construction 
work  in  this  city  gives  some  particulars  of  this  projected  work  which 
may  be  of  interest.  He  suggests  that  in  order  to  bring  the  matter  to 
successful  culmination  the  enterprise  should  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  of  the  Spanish  exposition,  which  is  composed  of  the 
most  influential  and  enterprising  men  of  Seville,  who  are  interested 
in  the  development  of  all  local  public  works. 

He  suggests  that  the  services  of  an  architect  of  international 
reputation  should  be  secured,  such  as  the  one  who  planned  the 
Keina  Christina  Hotel  at  San  Sebastian  or  the  Ritz  at  Madrid,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  two  finest  hotels  in  this  country. 

It  is  proposed  to  erect  the  hotel  in  the  Eslava  gardens,  adjoining 
the  famous  Seville  tobacco  factory  and  the  San  Telmo  palace,  and 
overlooking  the  Maria  Christina  parkway  and  the  river  Guadal- 
quivir beyond  on  the  one  side  and  the  palace  park  on  the  other. 
The  site  also  adjoins  Calle  San  Fernando,  one  of  the  important 
thoroughfares  of  the  city.  It  is  separated  from  the  gardens  of  the 
tobacco  factory  by  an  ancient  moat,  which  it  is  feared  might  consti- 
tute a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  hotel  guests,  but  it  is  suggested 
that  this  may  be  overcome  and  the  attractiveness  of  the  grounds 
increased  by  transforming  the  moat  into  a  sunken  garden. 

It  is  intended  to  erect  a  hotel  which  will  be  first-class  in  every 
particular,  which  is  much  needed  in  Seville,  the  main  object  being 
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to  accommodate  the  expected  guests  and  visitors  to  the  exposition,  the 
buildings  for  which  are  now  under  construction.  The  building  is  to 
contain  some  250  rooms,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  prove  a  great 
drawing  card  for  tourists  for  eight  months  of  the  year. 

It  is  understood  that  work  has  already  commenced  on  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  simmier  theater  on/ the  site,  which  has  heretofore  had  a 
lar^e  patronage  every  summer,  and  the  concessionaires  of  which 
desired  to  use  it  durmg  the  present  season,  but  owing  to  the  pro- 
jected early  building  of  the  hotel  their  request  was  refused.  The 
gardens  are  being  laid  out  and  improved  and  it  seems  probable  that 
the  project  is  really  extending  beyond  the  mere  projection  stage. 

It  is  possible  that  the  building  of  this  hotel  will  give  an  oppor- 
timity  to  American  exporters  of  hotel  furnishings  to  introduce  their 
goods,  and  catalogues  and  other  literature  sent  to  this  consulate  will 
be  placed  on  file  and  shown  to  interested  parties. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Ritz  Hotel  Co.,  which  has  a  chain 
of  hotels  throughout  the  world,  is  to  finance  the  matter,  and  parties 
interested  should  address  that  company  through  their  Madrid  office. 

rUBKEY. 
[Consul  Edward  I.  Nathan,  Mersina,  July  3.] 
Completion  of  Tunnels  of  Bagrdad  Bailroad. 

The  work  of  constructing  the  Bagdad  Railroad  has  continued 
despite  the  war.  In  the  mountainous  sections,  which  border  the 
Cilician  Plain,  the  boring  of  seveial  important  tunnels  has  been 
finished.  The  completion  of  the  longest  of  these  tunnels  was  recently 
appropriately  celebrated.  It  extends  for  4,950  meters,  or  over  3 
miles,  through  the  Amanus  Mountains.  The  work  is  in  charge  of 
German  and  Swiss  engineers. 


KEW  GOVEBNUENT  PUBIICATIONS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  August  7  the  follow- 
ing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business  char- 
acter, which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Composition  of  Xatvral  Oas  Ur  I  in  iS  Citie*,  with  discussion  of  the  proper- 
ties of  natural  gas.  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  109 — Covering  methods  of 
consumption,  tabular  statements  of  results,  comments  on  samples,  etc.  Price,  5 
centa 

Durahilitv  of  Cement  DrainWe  in  Alkali  Soils,  Standards  Bureau  Techno- 
logic Paper  44 — Study  of  the  manufacture  of  draintUe,  installation  of  draiu- 
tUe,  testing,  results  of  tests,  etc.    Price,  3o  cents. 

The  Tfaval  Storen  Industry,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  229. — History  of 
the  industry  in  the  United  States,  with  statistics  of  production  and  other  im- 
portant Information  relative  to  turpentine,  etc.    Price,  15c. 

Life  History  of  Shortlcaf  Fine,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  244. — Giving 
geographical  and  economic  range,  character,  reproduction,  growth,  yield,  etc 
Price,  15c. 

Vitrified  Brick  Pavement  for  Country  Roads,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin 
246. — ^Practical  information  concerning  raw  materials,  mannfacture,  physical 
cbaracterlstics,  construction,  cost,  and  maintenance.    Price,  10c. 

Portland  Cement  Concrete  Pavement  for  Country  Roads,  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment Bulletin  249. — ^Practical  ond  Important  work  on  materials,  structural  meth- 
ods, organization,  cost,  and  maintenance,  with  summary  of  conclusions.  Price,  15c. 
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THE  UOSCOW  COTTON  HABEiET. 

[Consul  General  John  II.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Russia,  June  26.1 

New  prices  on  yarn  have  been  fixed  by  the  Moscow  group  of  spin- 
ners, the  price  on  No.  34  warp  yarn  being  established  at  55  cents  per 
pound,  and  on  No.  39  weft,  54  cents  per  pound;  term,  12  months. 
Calculated  in  cash,  the  average  price  for  calico  yam  will  be  ap- 
proximately 50  cents,  an  increase  of  4  cents  over  the  price  of  the 
preceding  season. 

While  the  price  of  cotton  on  the  market  remains  at  46  cents  per 
pound,  the  above  price  means  loss,  it  is  said,  to  the  spinners.  Since 
the  cost  of  raw  material,  assuming  10  per  cent  of  waste,  is  more  than 
50  cents  per  pound,  the  cost  of  manufacture — not  less  than  7  cents 
per  poimd — is  borne  solely  by  the  spinners.  In  establishing  the 
yarn  prices  these  latter  have  assumed  the  cost  of  raw  cotton  at  about 
37  cents  per  pound.  Undoubtedly,  most  of  the  spinners  had  secured 
their  raw  supply  previous  to  the  high  prices,  and  probably  had  paid 
even  less  than  37  cents. 

Delays  in  Shipments  Cause  Hise  in  Prices — FntTire  Crop  Prices. 

Some  manufacturing  concerns  that  succeeded  in  securing  a  supply 
of  cotton  in  good  time  were  forced  to  buy  it  at  high  pricesj  some- 
times in  big  lots.  This  was  the  consequence  of  delays  in  shipments, 
as  cotton  shipped  in  due  time  was  two  to  three  months  late  in  reach- 
ing its  place  of  destination,  thus  frustrating  all  calculations  of  the 
manufacturing  concerns.  The  firms  that  were  not  successful  in  se- 
curing the  necessary  supplies  in  autmnn  were  obliged  to  purchase 
cottton  in  winter  when  the  prices  were  high,  and  did  not  lay  in  a 
store  of  supplies,  buying  only  what  was  necessary  to  keep  their 
business  going.  It  is  claimed  that  for  such  firms  the  present  yarn 
prices  are  ruinous. 

It  is  probable  that  the  gradual  exhausting  of  supplies  of  cotton 
will  lead  to  still  higher  prices.  The  greatest  scarcity  is  felt  in  the 
normal  grades. 

No  definite  transactions  have  been  concluded  with  cotton  of  the 
future  crop.  The  condition  of  the  market  is  still  very  imcertain, 
though  the  price  of  38  cents  per  pound  has  already  been  mentioned, 
contrasting  with  the  present  price  of  46  cents.  It  is  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  if  the  lower  price  is  established  it  will  soon  rise. 

Cotton-Goods  Situation. 

The  prices  on  calico  have  varied  lately;  the  manufacturers  had 
fixed  14  kopecks  per  arshine  (9.3  cents  per  yard),  but  lots  not  de- 
livered to  the  Military  Supply  Department  could  be  bought  on  the 
market  at  7.9  cents  per  yard.  These  low  prices  may  be  explained 
by  the  desires  of  speculators  to  realize  on  the  goods  as  quickly  as 
possible.  After  these  lots  are  sold  prices  are  expected  to  become 
firmer.  The  price  of  chintz  No.  1  was  about  11.6  cents  per  yard  and 
was  based  on  the  cheap  price  of  calico;  the  rising  of  the  latter  will 
undoubtedly  cause  an  increase  of  the  price  on  chintz. 

The  general  movement  of  goods  on  the  market  is  inconsiderable. 
There  is  a  demand  for  thin  goods,  such  as  batiste,  sateens,  etc.,  but 
the  supplies  are  not  plentiful,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
Egyptian  cotton  from  which  they  are  manufactured. 
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Thereis  a  great  need  for  Lodz  goods,  for  which  the  Moscow  market 
can  not  substitute  its  own  manufactures  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
equipment  of  the  Moscow  mills  is  materially  different  from  those  in 
Lodz,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  introducing  new  equipment 
during  the  war. 

PRODUCTION  OF  SALT  IN  BIJSSIA. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  July  8.] 

According  to  the  Association  of  Miners  of  South  Russia,  the 
amount  of  salt  produced  in  the  Don  district  in  1914  reached  38,030,000 
poods  (about  684,500  short  tons),  which,  compared  to  the  produc- 
tion of  1913,  shows  a  reduction  of  2.5  per  cent.  However,  compared 
with  the  average  production  of  the  last  decade,  the  above  figures 
show  an  increase  of  13.1  per  cent. 

The  principal  centers  of  salt  production  are  Bakhmut  and  Sla- 
vianslc.  In  Baklunut  the  output  amounted  to  27,740,000  poods 
(499,300  short  tons)  of  rock  salt  and  319,000  poods  (5,700  short 
tons)  of  evaporated  salt.  In  the  first  case  the  production,  compared 
with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  showed  a  decrease  of  6.9  per  cent; 
in  the  second  case  a  decrease  of  36.6  per  cent.  In  Slaviansk  the 
results  were  more  satisfactory;  the  amount  of  evaporated  salt  ob- 
tained reached  9,970,000  poods  (179,500  short  tons),  which,  compared 
with  the  yield  of  1913,  showed  an  increase  of  14.3  per  cent.  No  rock 
salt  is  found  in  Slaviansk. 

The  exports  of  salt  from  the  Don  district  during  1914  were  676,000 
short  tons,  3.7  per  cent  less  than  in  1913.  During  the  first  six  months 
of  1914  there  were  shipped  312,300  short  tons  from  the  Don  district, 
against  311,800  short  tons  shipped  during  the  corresponding  period 
in  1913;  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  shipments  of  salt 
amounted  to  361,700  short  tons,  against  388,000  short  tons  exported 
during  the  second  half  of  1913. 

WINE  CBOF  IN  SOTITHESN  FRANCE. 

[Consul  General  A.  Oanlln,  MaTsetlle,  July  27.] 

The  vineyards  in  southern  France  have  suffered  heavily  from  mil- 
dew this  year,  owing  to  abnormally  heavy  rains  during  June  and 
insufficient  treatment  and  cultivation  resulting  from  scarcity  of  com- 
petent labor.  In  the  Gard  Department  the  crop  is  said  to  be  a  com- 
plete failure,  and  the  other  southern  departments  have  also  been 
afflicted  to  a  considerable  extent.  It  is  estimated  that  the  aggregate 
yield  of  the  district,  which  is  the  most  important  wine-growing 
region  in  the  country,  will  probably  not  exceed  more  than  half  of 
th(e  average  production,  which  is  about  25,000,000  hectoliters  (660,- 
426,000  gallons).  Wine  prices  have  more  than  doubled  during  the 
past  month  as  compared  with  the  earlier  part  of  the  year. 

RHINE  WINE  CROP. 

[Vice  Consul  Emeat  L.  Ires,  Cologne,  Germany,  July  22.] 

It  is  reported  throughout  the  district  that  the  wine  crop  is  in  a 
most  favorable  condition,  and  a  large  and  excellent  vintage  is  ex- 
pected which  wUl  rival  the  noted  wine  crops  of  1893  and  1911.  A 
lew  of  the  districts  report  that  worms  are  noticeable,  but  not  to 
the  extent  of  threatening  the  crop. 
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FOBEION  TABIFF  NOTES. 

AVSTRALIA. 

[Statutory  Bulcs  No.  83,  1915.] 

Bounty  on  Pigr  Iron. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  Iron  Bounty  Regulations  1915,  promul- 
gated May  19,  1915,  for  the  payment  of  a  bounty  on  pig  iron  made 
from  Australian  ore  at  the  rate  of  8  shillings  per  ton,  the  maximum 
amount  which  may  be  expended  prior  to  December  31,  1915,  being 
fixed  at  £30,000.  In  order  to  be  entitled  to  claim  boimty,  a  manu- 
facturer is  required  to  have  produced  in  his  factory,  after  the  com- 
mencement or  the  Iron  Bounty  Act  1914,  a  minimum  quantity  of 
1,000  tons  of  pig  iron  made  from  Australia  ore.  [A  copjr  of  the  regu- 
lations is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  application.] 

[CommoDwcalth  Gazette,  May  29,  1915.] 

Bestrlctions  on  Importation  of  American  Cattle. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Quarantine  Act  1908-1912,  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  Australia  has  prohibited  the  importation  of  cattle 
from  the  United  States  into  that  country,  unless,  in  addition  to  othec 
papers  required  by  the  Australian  quarantine  regulations,  they  are 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  a  responsible  Government  veter- 
inary official,  stating  that  the  animals  have  not,  within  six  months  of 
the  date  of  shipment,  passed  on  foot  through,  or  been  kept,  pastured, 
or  housed  upon  any  area  within  15  miles  of  a  place  where  the  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  has  occurred  during  the  preceding  six  months. 

BBAZn. 

Pure-Food  Begnlations. 

Commercial  Attache  Lincoln  Hutchinson,  Eio  de  Janeiro,  has 
transmitted  to  the  Bureau  a  report  giving  a  summary  of  the  laws  and 
decrees  affecting  the  use  of  preservatives  and  coloring  matter  in 
foodstuffs  and  beverages  imported  into  Brazil.  A  copy  of  the  re- 
port will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  request. 

[Am^ican  Ambassador  Edwin  V.  Morgan,  Bio  de  JaDclro,  May  26,  1915.] 
Clearance  Without  Shipping  Documents. 

Some  American  exporters  seem  to  be  unaware  of  the  system  of 
"  Termo  de  Responsabilidade  "  employed  in  Brazil,  in  case  the  ship- 
ping documents  fail  to  arrive  in  time  for  customs  clearance. 

This  system  provides  that,  in  cases  where  documents  do  not  ac- 
company the  goods,  an  importer  may  dispatch  the  latter  upon  the 
signature  of  a  paper  Imown  as  a  Termo  de  Responsabilidade.  In 
this  paper  the  consignee  holds  himself  responsible  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  documents  within  90  days  from  the  date  of  the  Termo. 
Should  the  documents  not  arrive  before  the  expiration  of  that  period, 
an  additional  period  of  90  days'  grace  can  be  obtained  upon  giving 
adequate  reasons. 

When  the  duty  is  calculated  upon  an  ad  valorem  basis  and  it  is 
necessary  in  the  absence  of  an  invoice  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
importations,  a  consignee  may  request  the  inspector  of  customs  to 
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supply  him  with  infofmation  regarding  his  goods  from  the  shipping 
manifest.  The  cost  of  securing  this  information  is  only  1  milreis, 
equal  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  to  25  cents  American  currency. 

BKITISH  HONSVBAS. 

[Oazette  Extraordinary,  Jane  26,  1015.] 
Tariff  Changes. 

The  following  changes  in  import  duties,  promulgated  under  the 
provisions  of  the  War  Tariflf  Ordinance,  1914,  were  put  into  effect 
in  British  Honduras  on  June  25,  1915 : 


Articles. 

New  rate. 

Old  rate. 

Floor: 

Per  sack  or  barrel  not  exceeding— 

200  pounds,  net  weight 

to.eo 
2.  so 

1.2S 

2.00 

1.00 

.01 

.0025 

Ad  valorem. 

1S% 
1S% 

Per  barrel. 

100  pounds,  net  veigbt 

Beet  (In  barrels):                                                                                 

Per  barrel  not  exceeding— 

200  pounds,  net  weight 

100  pounds,  net  weight 

Pork  (other  than  mess  pork): 
Per  barrel  not  exceeding- 

200  pounds,  net  weight 

100  pounds,  net  weight 

Per  barrel  exceeding  200  pounds,  for  every  additional  pound 

Ad  mlarcm. 

CAKADA. 

[Customs  Memorandum  No.  1922-B,  May  25,  1916.] 

SMpment  of  Wool  to  United  States. 

The  following  regulations  governing  the  exportation  to  the  United 
States  of  wool  grown  in  Canada  modify  the  previous  absolute  em- 
bargo on  such  i£ipments: 

Authority  has  been  obtained  for  the  issue  of  licenses  to  export  wool  grown 
in  Canada'  to  the  United  States  upon  application  to  the  Department  of  Customs 
at  Ottawa,  setting  forth  the  name  and  address  of  the  exporter,  the  quantity 
of  wool  proposed  to  be  exported,  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  consignee 
in  the  United  States,  and  stating  that  the  wool  Is  to  be  used  for  manufacturing 
purposes  only  In  United  States  mills,  and  that  no  part  of  the  wool  or  of  the 
yarn  made  therefrom  shall  be  reexported  from  the  United  States  of  America. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  application  the  exporter  will  be  advised  In  regard  to  the 
issue  of  the  license. 

Before  the  wool  is  shipped  from  Canada  the  Importer  in  the  United  States 
will  be  required  to  guarantee  that  the  wool  shall  l>e  used  only  as  above  stated. 

The  licenses  herein  referred  to  apply  only  to  the  exportation  of  wool  grown 
In  Canada. 

[Customs  Memorandum  No.  1035-B,  July  26,  1915.] 

Importation  of  Animal  and  Other  Products. 

The  Canadian  regulations  promulgated  May  9,  1915,  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  certain  animal  and  other  products  from  the 
United  States  have  been  modified,  and  the  importation  of  the  flesh, 
hides,  wool,  hoofs,  horns,  or  other  parts  of  animals,  and  of  hay, 
straw,  fodder,  or  manure  from  the  following  States  is  now  per- 
mitted: Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Montana,  Wash- 
ington, Oregon,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Nebraska,  Colorado,  Utah,  Ne- 
vada, California,  Aiizona,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas.  Such 
products  must,  however,  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  the  owner 
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or  shipper,  stating  that  they  have  originated  in  one  of  the  foregoing 
States  and  have  not  been  unloaded  in  any  State  not  included  in  the 
above  list. 

The  regulations  of  May  9,  1915,  as  modified,  which  were  to  have 
remained  in  force  only  until  August  9,  have  been  continued  in  effect 
for  an  additional  month.  [For  previous  notice  regarding  restric- 
tions in  Canada  on  animal  products  from  this  country,  see  Commekce 
Reports,  June  7,  1915,  p.  1079.] 

SOUIHICAK  KEPTJBLIC. 
[American  Vice  Consul,  Santo  Domingo  City,  June  28,  lOlD.] 
Bestrictions  on  Importation  of  Explosives. 

An  executive  decree  of  January  26,  1915,  prescribes  the  conditions 
g:overning  the  importation  into  Santo  Domingo  of  powder,  explo- 
sives, and  firearms,  the  latter  term  being  interpreted  to  include  only 
shotguns,  revolvers,  pistols,  and  rifles.  The  entry  of  such  products 
will  be  allowed  only  when  the  previous  authorization  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  obtained.  Shipments  of  powder  exceeding  10  hun- 
dredweight are  prohibited,  and  not  more  than  50  revolvers  may  be 
imported  at  one  time  nor  more  than  5.000  cartridges.  The  foregoing 
represent  the  maximum  quantities  of  such  supplies  which  may  be 
imported  by  the  same  person  during  any  one  year. 

FEDEBATED  KALAY  STATES. 
[Board  of  Trade  Jonrnal,  Apr.  15,  1915.] 
Tariff  Cbanges. 

A  decree  in  effect  March  2,  1915,  provides  for  an  increase  of  ap- 
proximately 60  per  cent  in  the  rates  of  duty  levied  on  alcoholic 
liquors  imported  into  the  Federated  Malay  StatesX  Another  order, 
promulgated  March  18, 1915,  prescribes  new  rates  of  noport  duty  for 
tobacco  products  and  designates  certain  ports  through  vlhich  impor- 
tation of  such  goods  must  be  made.  [More  detailed  infcJMfation  in 
i-egard  to  the  provisions  of  the  decree  may  be  obtained  by  jipJlJication 
to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

OVADELOlTfE. 

[Journal  Offldel,  June  20,  1016.] 
Sea-Octroi  Sues  on  Xotor  Vehicles. 

A  French  presidential  decree  of  June  13,  1915,  authorizes  the  fol- 
lowing changes  in  the  sea-octroi  dues  (octroi  de  mer)  applicable  to 
motor  vehicles  and  bicycles  imported  into  Guadeloupe: 


ArtklKi. 

Old  rate. 

Now  rate. 

Automobllns,  with  seats  for— 

Less  than  fourpersons 

Franameh. 

20 

«» 

Ad  valorem. 

15% 

15% 

Francteach. 
lOO 

J..     ,    ^ 
Ad  valorem. 

4% 

Four  or  more  persons ','„ 

Hotorcycles  and  bicycles 

Parts  of  motorcycles  and  bicycles 

NEWFOtJKDlAND. 
[Consul  James  8.  Benedict,  St.  Johns,  June  29,  1915.) 
Exportation  of  Timber  from  Labrador. 

A  new  measure  enacted  in  Newfoundland  June  6,  1915,  extends 
for  10  years  from  that  date  the  period  during  which  pulp  wood  and 
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timber  from  Labrador  may  be  exported.  It  was  provided  by  an 
earlier  enactment  that  the  period  for  such  exportation  should  termi- 
nate December  31,  1915. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  July  1,  1915.] 
Tariff  Increases. 

Under  the  terms  of  resolutions  submitted  to  the  Newfoundland 
legislative  body  and  put  into  effect  provisionally  May  21,  1915,  most 
of  the  articles  formerly  included  in  the  free  list  of  the  Newfound- 
land customs  tariff  are  to  be  subject  to  an  import  duty  of  10  per 
cent  ad  valorem.  Among  the  products  affected  are  the  following: 
Agricultural  implements;  wire  fencing;  boilers;  printed  books  and 
catalogues;  engravers'  plates  and  machinery  for  use  in  engraving; 
scrap  iron  and  copper;  drilling  and  other  machinery  for  mining; 
dynamite,  blasting  powder,  and  fuses;  manures  and  fertilizers;  oil 
cake,  cottonseed  cake  and  meal,  and  other  preparations  for  cattle 
and  chicken  feed ;  news  print  paper,  printing  presses,  and  other  acces- 
sories for  use  in  printing;  sausage  casings;  whole  wheat. 

The  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duty  imposed  on  all  dutiable 
articles  imported  into  Newfoundland,  except  coal,  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  the  foregoing  products. 

PERU. 

[Nachrichtcn  fUr  Hnndpl,  Industrie  und  Landwirtscbaft,  May  19,  1915.] 

New  Excise  Taxes  on  Alcoholic  Uqnors. 

A  Peruvian  law  of  Februarj'  20,  1915,  in  effect  February  24,  pro- 
vides for  the  following  increased  excise  taxes  on  alcoholic  liquors  of 
both  domestic  and  foreign  production : 

(Sol,  $0.4S66;  liter,  1.056  quarts.] 


Liquors. 


Soles  per  liter. 


Domestic  liquors: 
Alcotiol,  ethyl— 

Exclusively  from  grapes,  of  a  strength  of  100°  Oay-Lussac 

other  alcohol  of  a  strength  of  100°  Oay-Lussac— 

Produced  in  the  highlands 

Prcduoedon  the  ccast 

wines— 

Natural 

Artificial 

Beer 

Imported  liquors: 

Alcoliolic  liquors,  except  wine,  including  ethyl  alcohol  of  any  strength 

Wines,  red  or  white — 

Burgundy,  Sherry,  Muscatel,  Port,  Malaga,  Rhine,  and  other  fine  wines . 

Bordeaux,  Catalonia,  San  Vicente,  ChiantI,  and  slinilar  wines 

Sparkling  wines  and  champagne,  and  wines  so  labeled ; 


<i0.27 

a.40 
•  .50 

.01 
.05 
.03 

.08 
.80 

.50 
.40 


a  There  is  a  proportionate  reduction  on  alcohol  of  less  strength. 

KTTSSIA. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  July  1,  1915.] 

Importation  of  Celluloid  by  Parcel  Post. 

A  recent  Russian  customs  circular  states  that  manufactures  of 
celluloid  may  be  imported  into  Russia  by  parcel  post,  provided  the 
articles  are  packed  in  wooden  boxes.     [It  was  previously  reported 
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that  the  shipment  of  manufactures  of  celluloid  by  post,'  even  if 
packed  in  wooden  containers,  was  absolutely  prohibited.] 

[Vycstnlk  FlnanBov,  Juno  28  (July  11),  1015.] 

Xodlficatloit  of  Embargro  on  Furs. 

A  Russian  customs  circular  of  June  22  (July  6),  1915,  provides 
that  furs  (other  than  the  skins  of  goats,  sheep,  lambs,  and  caracul) 
may  now  be  exported  from  Russia  to  allied  countries  by  parcel  post 
without  a  special  permit  from  the  Ministry  of  Finance.  Skins  of  all 
kinds  were  previously  included  in  the  embargo  list  of  Russia,  and  it 
has  been  necessary  to  make  special  application  for  permission  to  ex- 
port in  the  case  of  each  consignment.  Shipments  by  parcel  post  can 
be  made  only  from  places  having  customhouses. 

SALVADOR. 

[Vice  Consul  L.  W.  Franklin,  San  Salvador.] 

Temporary  Exemption  of  Seed  Potatoes. 

A  Salvadorean  decree  of  June  21, 1915,  provides  that  seed  potatoes 
imported  into  Salvador  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September  of  the  current  year  shall  be  exempt  from  customs  duties 
and  surtaxes.  The  import  duty  on  potatoes  in  Salvador  amounts  to 
about  $3.44  per  100  pounds,  including  surtaxes. 

xrEuorAT. 

[Diario  Oflc'al,  Jan.  7,  1913.] 
Beduction  on  Fnel  Oil. 

An  Uruguayan  law  promulgated  January  7,  1915,  provides  that 
fuel  oil  imported  into  Uruguay  shall  be  dutiable  at  1.40  peso  per  ton 
(6  per  cent  on  an  official  valuation  of  14  pesos,  and  in  addition  sur- 
taxes aggregating  4  per  cent  thereof).  Fuel  oil  was  previously  not 
mentioned  in  the  customs  tariff  or  Uruguay  and  was  probably 
dutiable  at  the  rate  of  31  per  cent  ad  valorem  prescribed  for  articles 
not  specified  in  the  tariff.    [Peso,  $1,034;  metric  ton,  2,204.6  pounds.] 


AMERICAN  lEADEBSHIP  IN  TALC  AND  SOAFSTONE. 

The  United  States  produces  more  talc  and  soapstone  than  all  of 
the  rest  of  the  world  combined.  The  domestic  output  has  nearly 
doubled  in  the  last  decade,  and  the  comparatively  uniform  develop- 
ment of  the  industry  indicates  its  stability  and  gives  promise  for 
continued  increasing  demand.  The  Geological  Survey  gives  the 
output  last  year  as  172,296  short  tons,  valued  at  $1,865,087,  one-half 
of  it  being  from  New  York,  the  balance  chiefly  from  Vermont  and 
Virginia.  Soapstone  finds  extensive  use  in  commerce  as  slabs  for 
hearthstones,  mantels,  sinks,  etc.,  and  when  powdered  as  a  pigment  in 
paper  making,  as  a  lubricator  for  dressing  skins  and  leather,  etc. 
The  fine  granular  or  cryptocrystalline  varieties  are  used  for  marking 
purposes  under  the  name  of  French  chalk. 

Consul  C.  H.  Payne  reports,  under  date  of  July  3,  that  American 
gold  is  at  a  10  to  12  per  cent  premium  in  the  Danish  West  Indian 
island  of  St.  Thomas,  and  that  American  currency  brings  a  still 
.higher  premium  there. 
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ASVEBTISINQ  AHEBICAN  HOTOB  CABS  DT  CHnTA. 

[Vice  Consul  Gustave  J.  Barrett,  Shanghai,  June  28.] 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  in  order  to  secure  profitable  results 
American  firms  which  contemplate  engaging  in  the  export  trade 
would  do  well  first  to  secure  personal  representation  in  the  market 
they  intend  to  enter.  This  practice  has  been  generally  adopted  by 
those  American  and  European  firms  now  successfully  operating  here, 
and  a  new  firm  entering  the  field  would  be  somewhat  handicapped 
if  it  depended  absolutely  upon  an  advertising  campaign  to  create 
a  demand  for  its  products.  It  is  very  true,  however,  that,  with  per- 
sonal representation,  an  advertising  campaign  is  invaluable.  A  few 
firms  engage  representatives  locally  upon  recommendation,  but  the 
majority  send  out  trained  men  from  the  United  States.  The  latter 
method  is  generally  considered  most  satisfactory. 

Liberal  linancinK  Arrangements  Beqnlred. 

It  is  essential  that  the  representative  be  empowered  to  extend 
liberal  financing  arrangements  to  agents  he  might  engage.  Further- 
more, it  is  advisable  to  carry  in  stock  a  sufficient  number  of  motor 
cars  to  meet  any  unforeseen  demand.  China  is  considered  a  great 
possible  market  for  motor  cars,  and  recently  a  representative  of  a 
prominent  firm  of  motor-car  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  who 
IS  now  visiting  Shanghai  appeared  optimistic  as  to  the  future  possi- 
bilities of  this  trade  not  only  in  China  but  also  in  other  countries  of 
the  Far  East. 

The  foreign  population  of  Shanghai  is  estimated  at  approximately 
15,000.  Many  wealthy  Chinese  also  live  here  and  are  becoming 
motor-car  enthusiasts.  While  the  purchasing  power  among  the 
foreign  element  is  generally  considered  above  normal,  they  are  com- 
paratively limited  in  numbers,  and  the  manufacturer  must  look  to 
the  great  number  of  Chinese  for  his  trade. 

There  are  certain  limitations  to  the  extent  of  the  future  possi- 
bilities of  Shanghai  as  a  market.  For  instance,  the  area  of  the  city 
(the  international  and  French  settlements)  is  somewhat  limited, 
and  the  country  roads  beyond  the  city  limits,  in  Chinese  territory, 
arc  in  very  poor  condition.  Just  when  this  will  be  remedied  it  is 
difficult  to  forecast.  Then  again,  the  Chinese  are  just  beginning  to 
be  educated  in  the  use  of  motor  cars. 

Equal  Opportunity  for  Additional  Firms. 

Notwithstanding  these  restrictions,  and  also  the  fact  that  there 
are  several  agencies  established  here  which  have  been  operating 
garages  for  several  years,  it  would  appear  that  there  is  an  equtd 
opportunity  for  additional  firms  to  enter  and  successfully  compete 
in  this  n^arket  provided  they  are  ably  represented. 

The  smaller  types  of  touring  cars,  those  of  four  or  five  passen- 
ger capacity,  seem  to  hold  most  favor.  However,  many  other  types 
are  in  use.  The  touring  car  of  seven  or  eight  passenger  capacity 
(numbered  among  these  are  some  of  the  recent  eight-cylinder 
models)  and  the  limousine  type  seem  to  be  very  popular,  as  are 
many  of  the  smaller  cars,  roadsters,  and  runabouts.  Altogether, 
there  are  about  600  cars  in  use  in  Shanghai,  which  is  looked  upon 
as  a  very  promising  average. 

[The  names  of  motor-car  repreflentatlves  In  Shanghai,  together  with  a  list 
of  the  hotels  and  newspapers,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  64266.1 
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FOREIGN  TSAOE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bar«aa  and  its  brancli  oflIc«s.  Request 
(or  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  number  given. 

Consuls  are  requested  to  contribute  to  this  department,  and  in  doing  so  should 
in  each  instance  state  in  what  language  correspondence  should  be  conducted. 

Flooring,  Ko.  17919. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  reports  that 
a  Arm  In  Brazil  desires  to  receive  c.  1.  f.  quotations  on  yellow-pine  flooring 
14,  16,  or  20  centimeters  wide.  The  firm  also  desires  to  communicate  with 
mills  cutting  commercial  long-leaf  pine.    Reference  is  given. 

Qum  arabic,  paraffinc,  etc..  No.  17920. — ^.\n  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  man  who  desires  to  import  gum 
arabic,  shellac  gum,  paraffine,  powdered  suliAur,  sulphide  of  antimony,  tar- 
taric acid,  bichromate  of  potassium,  and  phosphorous.  Correspondence 
should  be  In  Portuguese.    References  are  given. 

Banitarg  supplies,  building  material,  etc..  No.  17921. — And  American  consular  of- 
ficer in  New  Zealand  reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  pipes,  bathtubs,  water- 
closets,  washbasins,  heaters  for  bathrooms,  floor  tiling,  galvanized  pii)e,  roof- 
ing, etc.  He  desires  to  receive  samples,  c-atalogues.  Illustrated  literature,  etc., 
if  possible.  The  man  proposes  to  take  orders  on  a  basis  of  payment  against 
documents  at  port  of  delivery. 

Railtcay  equipment.  No.  17922. — It  Is  reported  that  tlie  DIrecclon  General  of  the 
State  Railways  (Ferrocarriles  del  Estado),  In  a  session  held  the  latter  part 
of  June,  passed  a  resolution  to  adopt  the  following  program  for  Increasing 
and  repairing  the  railroad  equipment  of  the  Chilean  Government  lines:  To 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  about  $250,000  United  States  for  repairing 
cars;  to  authorize  the  transformation  of  200  eight-ton  box  cars  Into  10- 
ton  steel  box  cars  (bids  for  this  work  will  be  called  for) ;  to  authorize  the 
purchase  by  means  of  sealed  bids  and  In  accordance  with  specifications  to 
be  given  out  later  of  200  new  cars  for  delivery  either  the  middle  or  the 
end  of  1916.  The  bureau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  this 
opportunity. 

Paper,  No.  17923. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  In 
Australia  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  form  commercial 
relations  with  firms  in  the  United  States  which  are  in  a  position  to  export 
wrapping  and  tissue  paper.    Bank  reference  Is  given. 

Feathers,  etc..  No.  17924. — The  bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business 
man  In  this  country  transmitting  the  name  and  address  of  a  dealer  In  China 
who  desires  to  find  a  market  for  the  sale  of  feathers.  The  man  further 
states  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
In  China.    He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 

Steel  tires,  cordage,  ear  springs,  etc..  No.  17925. — A  firm  In  the  United  States 
writes  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  one  of  its  customers  in  South 
America  desires  to  purchase  tires  for  car  wheels,  cordage,  canvas  In  rolls, 
accessories  for  car  trucks,  such  as  wheels,  bolts,  springs,  suspension  casting 
hangers,  brakes,  bearings,  etc.;  catalogues  and  full  Information  relative  to 
electric  trolleys  and  accessories,  rubber  goods,  tubes,  etc. 

Wood  pulp  and  cellulose.  No.  17920. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  reports  that  a  firm  In  Brazil 
desires  to  receive  samples,  prices,  and  full  Information  relative  to  wood 
pulp  and  cellulose. 

Bardicare,  No.  17927. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  a 
reprcsentotlve  In  his  district  desires  to  secure  an  ogency  for  the  sale  of 
cobblers'  nails,  bed  springs,  kitchen  hardware,  etc.    Bank  reference  Is  given. 

Wood  pulp,  etc..  No.  17928. — A  Ann  In  Brazil  has  requested  one  of  the  com- 
mercial agents  of  the  Bureau  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  wood  pulp  of  various  grades.  Samples 
are  desired.    A  credit  term  of  90  days  Is  desired. 
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OutH»tt<m,  No.  17929. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina  transmit! 
the  name  and  address  of  an  official  who  desires  to  receive  samples,  quota- 
tions, and  full  Information  relative  to  guncotton.-  It  should  be  stated 
what  Quantity  can  be  delivered. 

Railioay  ties,  shingUs,  etc..  No.  17930.— The  Department  of  Commerce  is  In 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Canada  stating  that  he  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of  railway  ties,  shingles,  doors, 
window  sashes,  etc.  The  ties  should  be  of  hard  and  soft  wood  and  have 
the  following  dimensions:  Four  inches  by  8  inches  by  8  feet,  10  Inches  by 
10  inches  by  9  feet,  and  5  inches  by  5  inches  by  9  feet 

Oencral  representation.  No.  17931. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  re- 
ports that  a  commission  merchant  in  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  He  does  not  specify  any  particular 
line.    Cori-espondence  should  be  in  Portuguese.    Bank  references  are  given. 

Steam  shovels.  No.  17932. — ^A  contractor  in  French  Indo-Chlna  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  price  list, 
and  full  information  relative  to  steam  shovels.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  French.    Quotations  are  desired  c.  i.  f.  destination. 

Ocneral  agency,  No.  17933. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in  Portugal  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  would  like  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters.  It  does  not  specify  any  particular  line.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Portuguese. 

Ammonium  sulphate.  No.  17934. — An  American  consular  officer  in  an  insular  pos- 
session reports  a  scarcity  of  ammoulinu  sulphate.  He  submits  the  name 
of  a  buyer  who  desires  to  receive  quotations. 

Machinery,  No.  17935. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  writes  that  he 
has  received  a  request  for  nnuies  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  ma- 
chinery to  be  used  in  a  pencil  factory.  Machinery  is  desired  for  a  plant 
with  a  capacity  of  300  gross  pencils  per  day.  Illustrated  catalogues  with 
full  information  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Electric  motors.  No.  17036. — A  business  man  in  France  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
electric  motors  of  from  2  to  15  horsepower  capacity  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. 

Automobiles,  etc..  No.  17937. — ^An  established  firm  in  Norway  informs  an  Amer- 
ican consular  officer,  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  all  kinds  of  automobiles,  trucks,  and  automobile  accessories.  A  smaU 
one-seated  car  is  wanted  at  a  price  of  from  $300  to  $400. 

Dress  goods.  No.  17938. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmark  advises  that 
n  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  American-made  cloth 
suitable  for  making  dresses  for  women.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Food  and  iron  and  steel  products,  etc..  No.  17939. — A  firm  in  Portugal  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  rice,  sugar, 
paraffin,  kerosene,  iron  sheets  and  bars,  galvanized  wire,  and  iron  and  steel 
'loops.  Large  quantities  are  desired  if  prices  are  satisfactory.  Cash  will 
be  paid  against  shipping  documents.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
Beferences  are  given.    Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Castomhonse ;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnlldlng; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1020  Hibemia  Bank  Baildlng;  Sau 
franolsco,  306  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Cdmmeroe;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOB  GOVEBHMEirr  STTPFUES  ANB  CONSTBTTCTIOH. 

[ Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speclflcatlons  can  naually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Qrms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mallin;;  lists  of  such  offices  to  recetve  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

CoMtrucHon  work.  No.  2559. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  September  1,  1015,  for  new  terrazzo  floors  in  certain  lobbies  and  cor- 
ridors of  the  United  States  customhouse  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Drawings  and 
specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  building,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  or  at  above  office. 

Post  office,  No.  2560. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  Office  of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Sep- 
tember 10,  1915,  for  the  construction,  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment,  interior  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches),  of  the  United  States 
post  office  at  Gouvenieur,  N.  T.  Drawings  and  speclflcatious  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  custodian  of  slteat  Gouvemeuror  the  Treasury  Department 

Electric  elevators.  No.  25C1. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  In  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  on 
August  31,  1915,  for  the  Installation  complete  of  an  electric  passenger  ele- 
vator in  each  of  tlie  following  buildings:  United  States  post  office  and 
courthouse  at  Amarlllo,  Tex.,  and  United  States  post  office  and  courthouse 
at  Medford,  Greg.,  in  accordance  with  the  drawings  and  specifications,  copies 
of  which  may  be  had  from  the  Supervising  Architect. 

Construction  tcork,  No.  2562. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  August  31,  1915,  for  the  mechanical  equipment  (except  elevators,  lift, 
and  dumb-waiter)  of  the  United  States  Immigration  station  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  in  accordance  with  drawings  and  specifications,  copies  of  which  may 
be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  or  at  the 
Suijervlsing  Architect's  office. 

Elevator  plant.  No.  2563.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervlslflg  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
August  31, '1915,  for  the  Installation  complete  of  an  elevator  plant  In  the 
United  States  Immlgratlou  station,  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  accordance  with  the 
drawings  and  speclflcatious,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  Treasury 
Department. 

Lumhcr  and  building  material.  No.  2564. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received, 
addressed  Agent  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  L.  C.  Smith  Building,  Seattle,  Wash., 
until  August  20,  1915,  for  furnishing  lumber  and  building  material  to  the 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  at  Seattle,  Wash.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained 
by  addressing  ageut  at  above  office. 

Vavy  Department  supplies,  No.  2.'>65. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
unlil  August  31,  1915,  for  the  following  material.  Bidders  should  make 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  the  schedule 
numbers  desired:  Schedule  8660,  outfit  for  solvent-recovery  extension ; 
schedule  SGOl,  nozzle  plates  and  covers,  photographic  copying  apparatus, 
and  diphenylamine ;  schedule  8662,  tinned  beets ;  schedule  8663,  cotton  hand- 
kerchiefs, neckerchiefs,  black  sewing  silk,  black  cotton  socks,  and  cotton 
and  wool  heavyweight  undershirts  and  drawers;  schedule  8665,  day  binocu- 
lars, prismatic  binoculars,  bluejackets,  and  electrically  Illuminated  stadl- 
meters;  sche<lule  8666,  alr-pressnre  gauf,es;  schedule  8677,  suction  hose, 
wrought  pipe,  punches  and  dies,  phosphor  bronze  wire,  flax  canvas,  sheet  tin 
(tinned  plate),  aad  tin  sheets  (terneplate) ;  schedule  8678,  metallic  brown 
in  ill,  dry,  yellow  ochre,  aluminum  powder,  and  alumliium  mixing  varnish; 
schedule  8679,  brass  pli)e,  reducing  pressure  valves,  bar  brass,  sheet  brass, 
strip  brass,  and  jiig  Iron ;  schedule  8680,  cutting,  soluble,  or  cutting  compound 
oil ;  schedule  8681,  crystals,  oxalic  acid ;  schedule  86S4,  portable  fire  extin- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEKCE  BEP0BT8.  783 

gnisbfers;  ^fiedule  8686,  spirt  steel  pulleys';  and  schednle  8687,  brass  bars. 
Bids  win  be  opened  on  September  7,  1915,  for  the  following :  Schedule  86r.6, 
railroad  bolts,  spikes,  and  braces,  cast-iron  pipe  and  fittings,  steel  mils, 
tee  and  splice  bars,  and  split  switches  for  4  feet  8i  inch  tracij;  schedule 
8657,  angle  and  plate  furnaces;  schedule  SG07,  light  cotton  undershirts; 
scbedule  8668,  bituminous  and  enamel  solution ;  schedule  8069,  weatherproof 
sockets;  scbedule  8670,  attachment  plugs,  W.  T.,  and  tips  for  W.  T. 
attachment  plugs;  schedule  8671,  globes  and  prismatic  reflectors;  schedule 
8072,  insulating-cotton  tai*  and  rubber-insulating  tape;  schedule  8082,  gal- 
vanized Iron  or  steel  buckets  and  suction  hose,  li  Inches;  schedule  8683, 
pig  iron,  rough  brass,  angle,  check,  and  globe  valves,  cutting  compound, 
and  mineral  lard  and  oil;  scbedule  8085,  calcium  magnesium  chloride; 
schedule  8CS8,  belt-driven  planing  machine;  schedule  8089,  four-shaft  coun- 
ter; and  schedule  8091,  orange  gum  shellac.  Bids  will  be  opened  on  Sep- 
tember 14,  1915,  for  the  following:  Schedule  86,")8,  steel  forglngs;  schedule 
8659,  turbo-generating  D.  C.  sets;  schedule  8664,  motors  for  aeroplanes; 
schednle  8673,  steel-wire  rope;  schedule  8674,  refrigerating  machine; 
schedule  8675,  gate  valves;  and  schedule  8690,  tinned  tomatoes.  Bids  for 
schedule  8670,  covers  for 'catch  basin  and  white-pine  pattern  for  making 
castings,  will  be  opened  on  September  28,  1915. 


JAPAN'S  WOOLEN  TOPS  INDTISTEY  DECIAEED  PROMISING. 

[Extract  from  Osaka  Matnlchl  Shlnbun,  by  Consnl  George  N.  West,  Kobe,  July  1.] 

The  Japan  Woolen  Thread  Co.,  the  only  company  in  Japan  en- 
gaged solely  in  the  manufacture  of  tops,  has  had  unexpectedly  good 
business  as  a  result  of  the  European  war,  and  has  declared  a  dividend 
of  12  per  cent.  The  tops  and  the  serge  threads,  thread  for  weaving, 
and  the  knitted-goods  thread,  made  from  tops,  imported  in  one 
year,  reached  18,000,000  yen  ($8,964,000).  Almost  all  of  this  amount 
was  formerly  imported  from  Australia,  and  it  was  considered  that 
in  this  country  these  articles  could  be  manufactured  neither  by  the 
mousseline  companies  nor  by  the  cotton  spinners.  According  to  the 
results  of  the  manufacture  of  top  serge  thread  atid  other  woolen 
thread  by  this  company,  not  only  are  we  able,  using  only  our  re- 
sources and  our  knowledge,  to  manufacture  an  article  of  splendid 
quality,  but  our  products  need  not  be  one  whit  inferior  to  the  best 
quality  of  Australian  tops.  This  company's  tops  are  being  supplied 
to  Japanese  mousseline  hand-weaving  companies  and  the  Nagoya 
machinery-serge  district. 

Japanese  Tops  SnppUed  Promptly. 

While  those  desiring  Australian  tops  are  required  to  order  one 
year  ahead,  Japanese  tops  need  be  ordered  but  three  months  ahead. 
The  Nagoya  machinery  weavera  lately  have  been  using  Japanese 
tops  more  and  more.  Tlie  only  regrettable  point  is  that  the  total 
yearly  output  of  the  firm  does  not  exceed  $1,500,000,  which  is  merely 
one-sixth  of  the  tops  imported  in  one  year.  Still,  the  demand  is 
tending  to  increase,  but,  while  factories  have  been  built  to  meet  the 
demand  due  to  the  European  war,  there  is  difficulty  in  getting  the 
necessary  machinery. 

The  company  mentioned  has  joined  hands  with  the  Japan  Wool 
Weaving  Co.  and  has  decided  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  wool- 
weaving  machinery  in  Osaka.  More  than  10  pieces  of  machinery 
have  a&eady  been  made,  and  they  are  to  be  used  continuously  in 
wool  spinning  and  weaving. 
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AHEBICAN  FIBEABMS  FOFTJIAB  DT  COLOMBIA. 

[Consul  Ross  Hazeltlne,  Cartagena,  July  14.] 

Arms  and  ammunition  are  imported  into  Colombia  through  the 
port  of  Cartagena  to  the  value  of  approximately  $20,000  annually. 
The  trade  appears  to  be  stationary.  Based  on  the  imports  through 
Cartagena,  the  total  import  trade  for  the  whole  of  Colombia  may 
be  reckoned  at  $60,000  a  year.  This  value,  however,  does  not  repre- 
sent an  absolutely  correct  total.  Many  firearms  are  brought  in  as 
personal  effects,  and  do  not  appear  in  the  official  statistics. 

Import  statistics  gathered  Iby  this  consulate  for  the  port  of  Carta- 
gena show  that  American  arms  and  ammunition  hold  first  rank, 
and  are  making  gains  at  the  expense  of  European  competitors.  Dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1914,  the  share  of  the  United  States 
w-as  36.4  per  cent  of  the  total,  but  during  the  calendar  year  1914  this 
share  was  increased  to  49.3  per  cent — ^practically  one-half — of  the 
total.    The  imports  were: 


Countrie?  of  origin. 

Year 

ended 

June  30, 

1914. 

Year 

ended 

Dec.  31, 

1914. 

Countries  of  origin. 

Year 

ended 

luneSO, 

1914. 

Year 

ended 

Dec.  31, 

1914. 

United  States 

17,187 

£,474 

S,1U 

«17 

$10,213 

4,257 

6,83.5 

143 

$343 
797 

$212 

United  Kingdom 

Ail  others , 

139 

Total 

Franco  .    . .               

19, SOS 

20,799 

The  interest  taken  in  hunting  and  trap  shooting  is  not  com- 
mensurate with  the  facilities  afforded.  In  this  district  there  are  no 
gun  clubs,  and  hxmting  is  not  popular.  Excellent  hunting  may  be  had 
m  Colombia,  where  rabbits,  small  game,  birds,  deer,  wild  boars,  and 
ja^iars  abound. 
Tariff  Practically  Shuts  Ont  All  Except  Shotguns. 

The  import  tariff  law  (No.  117)  of  1913  practically  shuts  out  all 
arms  except  shotguns.  Section  7  of  that  law  (item  No.  175)  pro- 
hibits the  entry  of  artillery  pieces,  rapid-firing  guns,  and  arms  of 
precision  (rifles,  carbines,  etc.),  and  item  No.  172  places  an  import 
duty  of  $10  a  kilogram  (2.20  pounds)  on  revolvers,  automatic  pistols, 
and  accessories.  Muzzle-loading  shotgims  (item  No.  167)  are  duti- 
iible  at  the  rate  of  only  $0.70  a  kilogram,  and  breech-loading  guns  with 
accessories  pay  $1.50  a  kilogram.  This  brings  the  import  duty  on  an 
ordinary  shotgun  to  about  $6.  Shotgun  shells,  loaded  (item  No.  163) 
are  dutiable  at  $0.25  a  kilogram,  while  unloaded  shells  pay  $0.35. 
Cartridges,  loaded  or  empty,  for  revolvers  and  other  arms  which  are 
not  prohibited  entry,  are  dutiable  at  $2  a  kilogram.  In  addition 
there  is  a  2  per  cent  surtax  on  all  imports. 

In  spite  of  the  prohibitive  duty  on  revolvers  and  automatic  pistols 
a  surprisingly  large  number  of  these  arms  may  be  found.  Most  of 
them  are  brought  in  as  personal  effects,  and  almost  every  household 
possesses  a  small  firearm.  Automatic  pistols  are  favored,  but  their 
.initial  cost  restricts  their  sale. 

[A  list  of  Cartagena  dealers  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  They  may  be  addressed  In  Span- 
ish and  prices  should  be  quoted  in  American  dollars.] 

WASBIKGTON  :  OOTKBNUBNX  FBINTINO  OPTICS  :  18U 
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CONSXJIAB  TBASE  CONPEREBCES. 

Consul  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  of  Puerta  Plata,  Dominican  Re- 
public, expected  to  leave  his  post  by  the  Iroquois  about  July  28, 
arriving  in  New  York  August  3,  on  60  days'  leave  of  absence.  He 
can  be  addressed  there  care  of  Hallowell  &  Henry,  27  Pine  Street. 
Mr.  Henry  expects  to  visit  Washington  soon  after  his  arrival. 

Consul  Andrew  J.  McConnico,  of  Trinidad,  British  West  Indies, 
took  passage  on  the  Aim  of  the  Seeburg  Line,  leaving  Trinidad  on 
July  18,  and  to  arrive  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  about  July  30,  on  60  days' 
leave  of  absence.  He  will  return  to  Trinidad  from  New  York  on 
the  Trinidad  liner  Maraval  September  28,  1915. 

Consul  Willys  E.  Peck,  of  Tsingtau,  China,  expects  to  leave 
Tsingtau  on  October  30,  1915,  on  60  days'  leave  of  absence  in  the 
United  States,  going  first  to  his  home  in  Berkeley,  Cal.,  where  he 
will  remain  until  the  closing  of  the  Panama-Pacific  International 
Exposition  on  November  15,  1915,  and  then  to  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

WAB  STJBIAX  ON  CANADIAN  LTJMBEB. 

[Consul  General  R.  E!.  Mansflcid,  Vanconrer,  Aug.  2,  1915.] 

The  central  customs  authorities  at  Ottawa  have  issued  instructions 
that  lumber  shipped  from  British  Columbia  to  eastern  Canadian 
points  via  the  United  States  must  pay  a  war  tax  of  7^  per  cent  ad 
valorem.  A  big  contract  for  lumber  for  the  Government  docks  at 
Toronto  was  secured  some  time  ago  by  British  Columbia  mills.  The 
first  consignments  on  this  contract  were  forwarded  by  way  of  the 
Panama  Canal,  transshipped  at  New  London,  Conn.,  and  were  read- 
mitted into  Canada  without  duty,  but  immediately  following  the 
arrival  of  the  first  shipments  an  order  was  issued  that  hereafter  all 
lumber  shipped  from  this  Province  via  American  ports  must  pay  the 
war  tax.  This  imposes  an  extra  expense  upon  purchasers  of  British 
Columbia  lumber  for  delivery  in  eastern  Canada,  as  cargoes  of  that 
character  can  be  carried  much  more  cheaply  by  way  of  the  canal  than 
they  can  be  transported  overland.  [Lumber  is  admitted  free  of  duty 
into  Canada,  and  the  tax  of  7^  per  cent  ad  valorem  is  the  general  war 
surtax  provided  for  by  the  Resolutions  of  Feb.  11, 1916. — ^B.  F.  D.  C] 
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DEFBESSION  IS  BBITISH  COLUHBIA  FUB  TBADE. 

[Consul  General  B.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  Canada,  Aug.  2.] 

There  is  little  prospect  of  any  big  fur  sales  in  Vancouver  this  sea- 
son, and  the  usual  annual  influx  of  fur  buyers  is  noticeably  absent. 
For  two  or  three  years  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war  local  fur  dealers 
had  established  a  fine  business,  and  several  times  a  year  Vancouver 
was  the  mecca  for  fur  buyers  from  many  countries.  The  western  fur 
trade,  which  had  previously  been  controlled  largely  from  Seattle  and 
other  coast  cities,  was  well  under  the  control  of  local  dealers,  one  sale 
of  fur  made  here  in  the  fall  of  1913  amounting  to  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  dollars. 

With  an  almost  complete  absence  of  demand  from  Europe,  which 
is  the  chief  market  for  furs  from  the  costly  black  fox  and  glossy 
beaver  to  the  humble  skunk  and  muskrat,  combined  with  a  material 
decline  in  the  values  of  the  higher  priced  pelts,  the  lot  of  the  fur 
dealer  or  trapper  in  the  Canadian  northwest  is  not  a  highly  remunera- 
tive one  at  present. 

Values  Are  low. 

The  supply  is  very  good,  accordinj^  to  reports  from  the  north, 
which  fact  may  tend  to  force  prices  still  lower.  One  local  business 
house  which  has  been  doing  considerable  trade  with  northern  trappers 
and  fur  dealers  reports  that  many  of  the  well-known  fur  traders  in 
northern  British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon  are  unable  to  pay  their 
bills  because  they  have  been  unable  to  obtain  anything  like  reasonable 
prices  for  their  furs. 

It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  there  will  be  a  demand  for  moder- 
ate-priced furs  in  the  near  future.  A  prominent  dealer  in  Vancouver 
has  pointed  out  that  when  times  were  good  people  were  willing  to 
pay  high  prices  for  the  best  furs,  and  that  they  now  require  furs 
having  the  same  artistic  effect,  but  at  a  very  moderate  price.  Black 
furs  will  be  much  in  demand  in  Europe  and  elsewhere  iMscause  of  the 
almost  vmiversal  mourning.  Other  furs,  like  the  white  fox,  mus- 
quash, and  lynx,  will  be  dyed  black  to  meet  the  demand. 


CONCBETE  BESULTS  OF  TBADE-EXTENSION  WOBE. 

[ConsxU  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Greece,  July  6.] 

More  than  a  million  dollars'  worth  of  American  goods  was  sold  in 
this  district  during  January-June,  1915,  as  a  direct  result  of  the 
efforts  of  the  Patras  consulate.  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  ap- 
pearing in  CoHMEBCE  REFOirra  and  confidential  circulars  issued  by 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  led  to  orders  for 
$843,400  worth  of  American  products;  commercial  calls  made  by 
members  of  the  consular  staff  resulted  in  $44,700  worth  of  orders; 
and  commercial  cards  sent  to  local  firms  thought  to  be  interested  in 
specific  lines  added  another  $125,525,  making  a  grand  total  of 
$1,013,625  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year. 

Wheat  ranked  first,  with  orders  aggregating  $665,000;  coffee  was 
second,  with  orders  totaling  $118,400;  and  was  followed  by  lumber 
and  staves,  $88,500;  copper  sulphate,  $70,000;  and  rice,  $50,000. 
Caustic  soda,  wire,  haberdashery,  paper  cartons  as  containers  for 
currants,  malt  for  beer  brewing,  nail  wire,  and  "clipless"  paper 
fasteners  were  other  articles  entering  into  this  trade. 
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DELAYS  nr  SOUTH  AUEBICAN  TffATT.  SEBVICE. 

[Consul  General  h.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  Jane  2&.] 

Mail  service  between  the  United  States  and  Chile  now  averages 
about  four  each  month  by  way  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Average  mail 
time  between  Valparaiso  and  New  York  (from  date  of  mailing  to 
date  of  delivery)  is  now  about  24  days.  The  service  to  and  from 
Chile  via  Panama  is  very  good,  but  when  letters  for  Chile  are  sent 
via  Argentina  or  letters  for  Argentina  via  Chile  between  June  and 
November  extraordinary  delays  may  be  experienced. 

In  former  years  a  mail  contract  was  let  by  the  tAvo  Governments 
which  insured  the  delivery  of  first-class  mail  only  across  the  moim- 
tains  by  mule  back  during  the  part  of  the  year  when  the  railroad  serv- 
ice was  suspended.  No  such  contract  appears  to  have  been  let  this 
year.  According  to  reports  from  Argentina  there  are  more  than  700 
sacl<s  of  mail  on  the  Argentine  side  which  have  been  accumulating 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  More  mail  has  accumulated  on  the 
Argentine  side  than  on  the  Chilean,  because  Mendoza,  the  Argentine 
terminus  of  the  mountain  railroad,  is  22  hours  by  mail  train  from 
Buenos  Aires,  and  Los  Andes,  the  Chilean  terminus  of  the  mountain 
railroad,  is  only  some  4  hours  by  mail  train  from  Valparaiso.  There 
has  been  less  hesitancy  and  delay,  therefore,  on  the  Chilean  side 
in  bringing  mail  back  for  shipment  by  sea  through  the  Straits  of 
Magellan. 
Valparaiso— Buenos  Aires  Steamship  Service  Bad. 

The  present  steamship  service  between  Valparaiso  and  Buenos 
Aires  is  bad.  The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co.  (English)  has 
sailings  each  way  approximately  six  weeks  apart,  as  compared  with 
a  fortnightly  service  before  the  war.  The  Kosmos  Line  (German) 
steamers  are  not  in  commission  now. 

Mail  communication  between  Chile  and  Argentina  via  the  Trans- 
andine  Railroad  can  not  be  counted  on,  or  regarded  as  safe  or  reliable 
in  the  matter  of  time,  from  now  on  until  the  end  of  November,  as 
the  operation  of  that  road  is  entirely  dependent  on  good  weather. 

Shortly  before  leaving  Buenos  Aires  I  talked  with  the  officers  of 
the  newly  formed  American  Commercial  Club  in  regard  to  the  delay 
in  Argentine  mail  sent  via  Chile,  and  it  was  arranged  that  they  would 
telegraph  the  Postmaster  General  the  first  time  that  the  Transandine 
Kailroad  was  blocked,  informing  him  that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to 
route  mail  across  the  mountains. 


MABEET  FOB  FEBTIUZEBS  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  July  28.] 

Madrid   periodicals,    dealing   with    agricultural   questions,   have 

f)ointed  out,  during  the  past  fortnight,  that  there  is  need  of  ferti- 
izers  in  Spain.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  market  for  American  fer- 
tilizers in  this  district.  Prices  c.  i.  f.  are  the  most  attractive  and 
business  will  probably  not  ensue  if  terms  are  f.  o.  b. — the  Madrid 
merchant  is  accustomed  to  90  days  in  his  dealings  with  exporters. 
American  exporters  should  be  advised  to  communicate  with  any  or  all 
of  the  houses  on  the  list  forwarded  [and  obtainable  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce — ^refer  to  File  No.  64428]. 
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PANAMA  TJSINO  KOBE  BICE  FBOM  TTHITED  STATES. 
[CoDsal  General  Altmn  O.  Snyder,  Fmnama,  July  28.] 

In  Panama,  as  in  many  other  Latin  American  countries,  rice  is  ex- 
tensively used  by  all  classes.  OflBcial  statistics  show  imports  of  rice 
into  Panama,  with  the  principal  countries  of  origin,  from  1910  to 
1913,  in  even  thousands  of  dollars,  to  have  been : 


Year. 

United 
States. 

England. 

Qermany. 

China. 

Total. 

1910 

r.flOO 
23,000 
39,000 
02,000 

$110,000 
46,000 
70,000 
32,000 

3203,000 
30K,000 
195,000 
210,000 

$18,000 
15,000 
20,000 
31,000 

1911 

393,000 

1912 

324,000 

1913 

335,000 

The  rice  used  in  Panama  is  chiefly  of  two  kinds — Siam  No.  1  and 
Saigon  No.  1.  The  shipments  that  have  been  received  from  Ger- 
many were  of  eastern  rice,  mostlj^  Saigon,  imported  through  Ham- 
burg. While  a  little  American  rice  has  been  imported  in  the  past 
from  New  Orleans,  most  of  the  rice  shown  as  coming  from  the 
United  States  is  Siam  and  Saigon  rice  from  San  Francisco. 

FaoUns;,  Prices,  and  Terms — Condltloii  of  Xarket. 

Siam  rice  comes  in  mats  of  48  and  96  pounds,  Saigon  rice  in  double 
sacks  of  97  and  99  pounds,  and  American  rice  in  double  sacks  of 
100  pounds.  Shipments  from  San  Francisco  cost,  c.  i.  f.  Panama  $3 
to  $3.10  per  sack  or  two  mats.  While  bought  at  times  on  account 
current,  the  general  terms  are  60  days,  collections  being  made  through 
one  of  the  well-established  banks  here  or  Grace  &  Co.   ' 

Imports  from  the  United  States  have  increased  recently,  and  im- 
porters appear  to  be  willing  to  consider  the  American  marKet,  afford- 
ing a  good  opportunity  for  American  rice  exporters,  provided  they 
can  furnish  a  quality  similar  to  that  now  generally  used.  Much 
depends,  however,  on  just  when  the  American  rice  crop  will  be  avail- 
able. The  demand  begins  here  in  February  and  runs  through  June, 
and  sometimes  into  July.  Large  importers  here  seem  to  have  their 
storerooms  packed  to  their  capacity  at  present. 

[Lists  of  the  larKe«t  Importers  of  rice  at  Panama  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  ;  iil  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Samples 
of  Slam  and  Saigon  rice  used  In  Panama  may  also  be  had  from  these  offices. 
Refer  In  either  case  to  file  No.  64273.  Commebce  Repobts  has  preflonsly 
published  articles  on  American  Markets  for  Rice  in  Chile,  Argentina,  and  Vene- 
zuela, on  August  5;  Market  for  American  Rice  in  Paraguay,  on  July  13;  Colom- 
bian Rice  Market,  on  June  24;  Rice  in  Costa  Rica,  on  June  7;  and  the  Bahia, 
Brazil,  Rice  Market,  on  April  8.] 


mOH  PBICE  OF  HOBSES  IN  HOLLAND. 

(Consul  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  July  23.] 

A  Dutch  breeder  of  horses  on  a  large  scale  in  this  district  is  quoted 
as  saying  that  since  the  world  began  they  have  never  been  so  high 
priced.  As  illustrations,  he  says  that  an  animal  a  year  and  a  half 
old  brings  as  much  as  700  florins  ($281^  and  that  a  condemned 
stallion  was  recently  sold  for  1,100  florins  ($442).  The  evident  cause 
of  these  high  prices  is  the  great  demand  for  horses  resulting  from 
the  present  war. 
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OTJATAaTm  MABEET  CONDITIOITS  FOB  JUNE. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Qodlng;  Guayaquil,  Keuador,  July  10.] 


The  June  bulletin  of  the  Guayaquil  Chamber  of  Commerce  states 
that  very  little  movement  has  been  witnessed  in  the  cacao  market 
during  the  past  month,  partly  because  of  the  continuance  of  the  former 
high  prices,  the  shortage  of  the  cacao  crop,  and,  above  all,  because  of 
the  light  receipts,  especially  during  the  second  half  of  the  month. 
The  six  months  just  ended  show  a  shortage  of  22,100,000  pounds  when 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  The  exporters 
have  almost  totally  abstained  from  purchasing  during  the  month, 
the  Associacion  de  Agricultores  alone  meeting  the  situation. 

From  Europe  it  is  learned  that  the  fall  in  price  during  May  was 
due  to  an  agreement  between  the  European  buyers  to  abstain  from 
purchasing,  thus  forcing  quotations  of  which  advantage  was  taken. 

The  general  financial  situation  is  good,  and  although  the  cacao 
crop  has  been  short,  the  high  prices  which  were  paid  and  which  are 
still  in  force  have  compensated  for  the  difference.  Bank  shares  and 
those  of  other  stock  companies  have  advanced  in  price,  and  mortgage 
bonds,  which  are  the  preferred  securities,  find  immediate  sale  at 
prices  daily  advancing.  The  transactions,  however,  have  been  lim- 
ited, owing  to  the  absence  of  sellers.  The  rate  of  exchange  has 
averaged  228.    The  exports  during  June,  in  pounds,  were : 


Countries  of  origin. 

Founds. 

Countries  of  origin. 

Pounds. 

Countries  of  origin. 

Pounds. 

Cocao.... .•.••.. ••••.. 

4,436,170 
38,938 
225,491 
305,973 
62,241 
2,610,606 
1,192,921 

Coffee 

189,160 
189,059 
101 
151,649 
100,310 
51,339 
7,381 

Hides 

157,837 

Chile 

Ciille 

United  Kingdom. . . 
United  States 

63,267 

104,570 

Spain 

Ivory  nuts 

Sweden 

France        

United  Kingdom... 
United  States 

United  Kingdom... 
Rubber:  United  states 

Prevailing  Prices  for  Products. 

The  prices  per  100  pounds  were :  Coffee,  steady,  first  grade  bring- 
ing $9.21,  and  second  $8.77;  reaction  noted  in  both  ivory  nuts  and 
rubber,  the  former  being  sold  at  $0.88,  while  prices  of  the  latter 
were  $28.51  for  marona,  $24.12  for  hojas,  and  $8.77  for  serrano 
bianco;  hides,  price  and  quantity  exported  advanced  somewhat 
this  month,  serranos  bringing  $12.28,  crioUos  $11.40,  and  picados 
$5.70. 

The  June  imports  had  a  total  weight  of  4,455  tons,  but  from  the 
several  countries  only  the  numbers  of  packages  are  available.  These 
were:  Chile,  2,897;  China,  227;  Cuba,  1;  France,  1,325;  Holland,  48; 
Italy,  926;  Panama,  18;  Peru,  1,158;  Spain,  2,82G;  Sweden,  719: 
United  Kingdom,  18,636;  United  States,  23,743;  total  number  of 
packages,  52,524. 

The  volume  of  trade  is  satisfactory,  representatives  of  American 
manufacturers  regularly  calling  here  usually  for  the  first  time.  The 
greatly  improved  sanitary  conditions  have  removed  all  fears  of 
contagion  or  infection. 

Khyber  Pass,  the  trade  route  from  India  into  Afghanistan,  is 
pictured  and  described  in  the  new  Handbook  of  India,  price  $1,  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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EXFOBTS  TO  ITNITED  STATES  FBOM  AMSTEEDAM. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mafain,  Amsterdam,  Netberlands,  July  28.] 

The  total  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  this  district  to  the 
United  States  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  was  $8,625,449,  or  a 
decline  of  32  per  cent  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
1914.  The  greater  part  of  the  decline  was  in  the  first  quarter,  when 
the  total  value  of  the  exports  was  $3,009,724,  which  was  a  drop  of  48 
per  cent,  while  in  the  second  quarter  the  decline  was  less  than  20  per 
cent  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

In  other  words,  there  was  a  distinct  revival  of  exports  to  the  United 
States  from  this  consular  district  in  the  second  quarter  of  this  year. 
It  still  continues,  for  the  value  of  the  exports  so  far  during  July  is 
only  3  per  cent  less  than  the  value  for  the  similar  period  last  year, 
which,  of  course,  was  before  the  outbreak  of  war  interrupted  interna- 
tional commerce.  All  this  seems  to  indicate  that  the  export  trade  of 
this  district  is  resuming  its  normal  volume. 

In  the  number  of  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate,  the  decline 
is  far  greater  than  in  total  value.  During  the  first  six  months  of 
1914,  3,116  invoices  were  certified  and  in  the  corresponding  period 
this  year  only  1,636 — a  decline  of  nearly  48  per  cent,  while  tne  value 
declined  only  32  per  cent.  The  decline  is  46  per  cent  in  the  present 
month  of  July  in  comparison  with  last  July,  though  the  decrease  in 
value  is  only  3  per  cent. 

Changes  In  Exports. 

Part  of  this  decrease  in  number  of  invoices  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  export  of  several  articles  sent  in  large  quantities  to  the  United 
States  before  the  war  has  now  entirely  ceased.  For  instance,  rice 
to  the  value  of  $530,000  was  sent  to  the  United  States  in  the  first  half 
of  1914;  none  this  year,  nor  rice  flour,  of  which  $19,000  worth  went 
last  year.  No  vegetables  at  all  have  gone  this  year,  while  the  six 
months'  value  last  year  was  $35,000.  No  cocoa  butter  was  exported 
in  the  second  quarter  of  this  year  and  only  $723  worth  in  the  first 
quarter,  but  in  the  corresponding  six  months  of  1914  $159,892  worth 
was  sent  to  the  United  States.  Several  minor  exports  have  also  dis- 
appeared this  year. 

These  various  extinctions,  large  and  small,  are  due  to  prohibition 
or  discouragement  of  export  by  the  Netherlands  authorities,  with 
the  presumed  object  of  conserving  the  food  supplies  of  this  country 
in  the  possible  event  of  its  becoming  involved  in  the  war. 

Large  decreases  in  the  value  of  exports  during  the  first  six  months 
of  this  year  in  comparison  with  last  year  have  occurred  in  cheese, 
cinchona  bark,  cocoa,  hides  and  skins,  kapok,  quinine,  spices,  tea,  and 
tapioca  flour.  During  this  year's  first  six  months  $2,327  worth  of 
ruober  was  sent  from  Amsterdam  to  the  United  States ;  in  the  similar 

Seriod  last  year  $427,000  worth.  The  export  of  tobacco  declined  from 
3,893,306  last  year  to  $3,446,636  this  year;  but  all  this  decrease  and 
more  was  in  this  year's  first  quarter,  the  second  quarter  showing  an 
increase  of  $600,000  over  the  similar  period  of  1914.  Polished  dia- 
monds declined  in  export  from  $3,786,418  worth  during  the  first 
half  of  1914  to  $2,709,891  worth  in  the  corresponding  period  this 
year;  about  three-fourths  of  this  decline  was  in  this  year's  first 
quarter. 
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A  few  aii;icles  have  increased  in  export  this  year.  Strange  to  say, 
antiquities  and  paintings  are  among  these,  though  tourists  are  sup- 
posed to  be  their  chief  Duyers,  and  tourists  are  conspicuous  only  by 
their  absence  this  year.  But  the  increase  is  not  great — $3,000  in 
antiques  and  $36,000  in  paintings.  Chocolate,  Haarlem  oil,  paint, 
paper,  and  plants  have  each  increased  somewhat.  Drugs  and  cnemi- 
cals  have  increased  enormously  in  export  (apparently  due  to  the 
blockade  against  Germany),  advancing  from  $5,037  worth  in  the 
first  half  of  1914  to  $229,076  worth  this  year.  Seeds  also  show  great 
increase  this  year,  the  export  value  being  $357,697  against  $106,293 
last  year. 

All  the  material  changes  in  comparison  with  1914  are  due  to  the 
war,  resulting  in  dislocation  of  international  communication,  changes 
in  sources  of  supply,  scarcity  of  particular  products  for  commercial 
transactions,  prohibition  of  export  of  various  articles,  etc. 


NATIONAL  EMFLOTIOINT  COMHISSION  IN  CHINA. 

[National  Rcriew,  Sbangbal,  July  17.] 

On  Friday  the  National  Employment  Commission  was  inaugurated 
with  Mr.  Tang  Ching  as  chairman.  The  office  and  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Commission  is  in  the  State  Department,  Peking,  and  all 
the  delegates  of  the  Commission  were  present.  Two  delegates  have 
been  appointed  to  draft  a  set  of  detailed  regulations. 

After  the  inauguration  of  the  National  Employment  Commission 
a  meeting  was  held  among  the  delegates,  when  the  following  measures 
were  agreed  to:  (1)  To  investigate  the  financial  situation  in  the 
Provinces  and  assist  in  establishing  financial  organs  to  encourage 
business;  (2)  to  ascertain  if  the  nuniber  of  factories  in  each  Province 
or  locality  can  be  increased  or  their  scope  extended;  (3)  to  report  on 
the  present  condition  of  various  kinds  of  manufactures  and  to  ar- 
range to  introduce  improved  methods  for  them;  (4)  to  estimate  the 
number  of  unemployed  in  each  Province  and  to  provide  suitable  em- 
ployment for  them;  (5)  to  establish  half -day  schools  for  the  poor  in 
each  school  district;  (6)  to  reclaim  Government  waste  lands  in  the 
Provinces;  (7)  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  native  products  with 
a  view  to  making  improvements  in  their  growth  or  production ;  and 
(8)  to  organize  an  association  in  every  Province  for  disseminating 
new  commercial  and  industrial  knowledge  to  the  people. 


California  Fmit  Tree  Insured  for  $30,000. 

[Jul;,  1015,  bnllctln  of  the  California  Development  Board.] 

Whittier,  in  Los  Angeles  County,  can  perhaps  claim  the  most  valu- 
able fruit  tree  in  California.  It  is  pn  avocado  (alligator  pear)  and 
is  insured  against  wind  and  fire  by  Lloyd's,  of  London,  to  the  amount 
of  $30,000.  This  tree  last  year  produced  3,000  pears,  which  averaged 
the  grower  50  cents  each;  it  also  produced  $1,500  worth  of  bud  wood, 
making  a  total  production  of  $3,000  for  the  year. 


"Commercial  Travelers"  forms  one  of  the  chapters  in  the  new 
640-page  Handbook  of  India,  accompanied  by  a  folding  map  show- 
ing railways,  cities,  etc. ;  price  $1  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Washington,  D.  C. 
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CUBA'S  IHFOBTATIONS  OF  AMEBICAH  SHOES. 

[Consular  Agent  Dean  B.  Wood,  Maevltas,  Caba,  July  14.] 

The  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  shoes  in  the  United  States  can 
review  their  foreign  trade  with  great  satisfaction,  as  American  shoes 
are  considered  in  many  parts  of  the  world  the  vei-y  best,  and  in  cer- 
tain coimtries  they  control  the  market.  A  few  years  ago  the  state- 
ment was  made  that  American  manufacturers  of  these  goods  would 
not  conform  to  the  needs  of  the  country  or  countries  to  which  the 
shoes  were  to  be  exported,  but  this  does  not  now  apply,  as  no  com- 
plaints of  this  nature  are  being  received. 

Importations  of  shoes  into  Cuba  for  the  fiscal  year  1913-14  were: 
Total  importations  of  men's  shoes  into  Cuba,  926,702  pairs,  valued 
at  $1,861,283;  from  the  United  States,  641,140  pairs,  valued  at 
$1,288,673 ;  total  importations  of  women's  shoes  into  Cuba,  1,898,765 
pairs,  valued  at  $1,812,384;  from  the  United  States,  1,645,398  pairs, 
valued  at  $1,612,144 ;  total  importations  of  children's  shoes  into  Cuba, 
1,184,649  pairs,  valued  at  $576,014;  from  the  United  States,  973,152 
pairs,  valued  at  $498,123.  Of  a  total  of  4,010,116  pairs  of  shoes, 
valued  at  $4,249,681,  3,259,690  pairs,  valued  at  $3,398,940,  came  from 
the  United  States,  or  about  80  per  cent. 

Invoioes  Should  Be  in  Correct  Form. 

Some  years  ago  many  of  the  shoe  exporters  in  the  United  States 
were  somewhat  careless  about  one  important  part  of  their  export 
trade — the  making  out  of  export  invoices.  It  is  not  suflScient  for 
American  exporters  of  shoes  to  trust  entirely  to  the  good  quality  of 
their  goods;  there  are  other  items  which  require  attention.  In  the 
last  few  years  certain  exporters  of  shoes  in  the  United  States  have 
given  careful  attention  to  the  correct  making  of  their  invoices,  but 
a  few  others,  even  some  who  enjoy  a  prosperous  export  trade,  have 
not  given  proper  attention  to  these  items,  which  may  appear  of 
little  importance  to  the  shipper,  but  of  considerable  importance  to 
the  customhouse  broker  who  clears  the  goods  in  the  foreign  custom- 
house. 

Many  manufacturers  of  shoes  in  the  United  States  are  now  eagerly 
reaching  for  export  trade,  competition  is  becoming  more  keen,  and 
those  wno  lag  behind  will  find  that  their  competitors'  goods  are  re- 
ceiving the  preference. 

With  importations  of  shoes  into  Cuba  all  the  boxes  are  opened, 
the  number  of  pairs  coimted  one  by  one  carefully,  and  the  broker  as 
well  as  the  customhouse  appraiser  must  be  satisfied  that  shipment  is 
complete  and  no  goods  laclcing.  These  instructions  may  be  useful  to 
exporters  of  shoes  in  the  United  States  who  wish  to  enter  the  Cuban 
trade  or  increase  the  trade  they  already  have : 

1.  Sblp  on  through  bill  of  lading  when  possible. 

2.  Mark  and  number  boxes  distinctly. 

3.  In  the  Invoice,  give  contents  of  each  box  seporately  and  distinctly.  Do 
not  invoice  as  being  in  a  certain  box  when  goods  are  actually  In  some  other 
box. 

4.  Give  gross  and  net  weight  of  l>oxes. 

5.  Give  reference  mark  and  sizes. 

6.  Invoices  for  shipments  of  shoes  to  Cuba  had  best  be  made  in  Spanish. 

7.  Send  at  least  three  copies  of  the  invoice.  Two  are  required  for  the  custom- 
house and  one  copy  for  the  purchaser  of  the  -goods. 
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8.  Bin  of  lading  must  be  signed  by  the  Cuban  censnl  or  a  fine  will  be  placed 
on  tbe  goods. 

9.  Send  shipping  documents  promptly.  Only  five  days  are  allowed  in  which 
to  make  the  customhouse  entry,  and  if  not  done  within  five  days,  storage 
charges  are  placed  on  the  goods. 

10.  If  any  other  goods  than  shoes  are  shipped,  give  net  weight  of  these 
other  goods.  If  any  advertising  matter  without  any  commercial  value  is 
shipped,  It  is  best  to  give  in  the  Invoice  the  net  weight  of  this  advertising  ma- 
terial.    State  in  invoice  "advertising  material;  no  commercial  value." 

Customs  Unties  Levied  In  Three  Classes. 

Shoes  in  the  customhouse  in  Cuba  are  divided  into  three  classes, 
which  pay  duty  as  follows  when  imported  from  the  United  States : 

Class  No.  1,  men's  shoes,  including  No.  5,  which  pay  duty  at  the 
rate  of  $0.1365  per  pair  plus  9.1  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  the  value. 

Class  No.  2,  women's  and  misses'  shoes  and  boys'  shoes,  which  pay 
duty  at  the  rate  of  $0,091  per  pair  plus  9.1  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Class  No.  3,  children's  shoes,  which  pay  duty  at  the  rate  of  $0.0455 
per  pair  plus  9.1  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

If  any  of  the  shoe  exporters  in  the  United  States  are  in  doubt  about 
the  proper  form  of  their  invoices  or  desire  to  improve  the  service, 
they  may  send  copies  of  their  invoices  to  this  consular  agency  and 
they  will  be  corrected  and  returned  and  such  suggestions  given  as 
may  tend  to  improve  the  service. 


DATE  CEOFS  OF  BAGDAD  AND  BASSOBAH. 

[Consal  Charles  F.  Brlssel,  Bagdad,  Turkey,  June  10.] 

During  1914  the  date  harvest  in  and  around  Bagdad  was  good,  in 
fact  better  than  the  average,  but  in  the  absence  of  a  foreign  market — ■ 
the  exportation  sf  foodstuifs  from  this  district  being  prohibited — • 
prices  ruled  low,  and  there  were  no  general  sales  as  in  other  years. 
The  prospects  for  the  1915  crop  in  the  vicinity  of  Bagdad  are  for  a 
diminished  yield,  due  to  lack  of  labor  and  an  apparent  lack  of  a 
market.  However,  the  crop  could  not  be  classed  as  "  poor,"  and  it 
is  expected  that  local  dealers  will  be  well  supplied^  with  fruit. 

Practically  all  of  the  dates  shipped  from  Turkish  Arabia  are  col- 
lected, prepared,  and  exported  from  Bassorah.  It  was  reported  that 
the  Bassorah  yield  for  1914  was  good,  but  owing  to  interruption  to 
communication  no  information  has  been  received  in  Bagdad  as  to 
the  crop  for  1915.  This  consulate  has  received  a  letter  from  the  New 
York  office  of  an  American  date-exporting  firm  in  Bassorah,  stating 
that  it  sent  two  shiploads  of  dates  from  the  latter  city  to  the  United 
States,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  the  quantity  shipped  nor  is  any 
information  given  as  to  prices. 


B^  Income  from  Califomia  Dried  Fruit. 

An  expert  fruit  packer  estimates  that  the  dried  fruit  yield  of  Cali- 
fomia for  1915  will  reach  a  value  of  $22,500,000.  He  estimates  that 
the  State  will  produce  70,000,000  pounds  of  dried  peaches,  40,000,000 
pounds  of  apricots,  130,000,000  pounds  of  prunes,  and  30,000,000 
pounds  of  raisins. 
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AZOSEAH  TBABE  NOTES. 

[Consul  Walter  11.  Scbulz,  St.  Michaels,  Azores,  July  27.] 
Electric  Plant  Dividend— New  Flour  Kill. 

The  $40,000  electric  plant  at  Hortj,  Fayai,  after  four  years'  opera- 
tion, declared  its  first  dividend  (7  per  cent)  in  1914. 

A  $9,000  flour  mill  has  been  opened  at  Horta.    The  machinery  was 
imported  from  Spain. 
American  Goods — Hlgh-Friced  Coal. 

The  principal  American  imports  at  Fayal  in  1914  were  launches, 
soaps,  toilet  articles,  stoves,  petroleum,  agricultural  implements,  cot- 
ton goods,  cordage,  lumber,  tobacco,  automobiles,  coal,  and  hardware. 

Fourteen  American  low-priced  automobiles  maintain  a  "jitney" 
service  at  Fayal,  where  there  are  no  railroads,  street  carSj  or  tele- 
phones. The  first  popular-priced  American  motor  car  was  imported 
four  years  ago. 

Coal  is  selling  at  St.  Michaels  at  53  shillings  ($12.90)  a  ton. 
Foreign  Trade  Changes. 

Statistics  show  that  the  Azores  are  buying  goods  in  Portugal  in 
increasing  quantities  as  a  result  of  the  war.  In  1913  the  imports  at 
Fayal,  from  Portugal,  were  valued  at  $248,410;  in  1914  goods  valued 
at  $293,2.57  were  imported.  All  other  countries  show  a  loss  in  trade 
with  the  island.  The  principal  increases  in  the  trade  with  Portugal 
were  in  cotton  goods,  $44,378,  as  compared  with  $6,253  of  the  year 
before;  sugar,  $32,986,  as  compared  with  $1,114.  There  were  also 
small  increases  in  leather  and  iron  imports. 

German  goods  receded,  principally  in  cotton  goods,  $2,428,  as  com- 
pared with  $4,153  in  1913 ;  glassware,  $644,  as  compared  with  $2,257. 

Great  Britain's  trade  with  Fayal  declined  from  $100,241  in  1913  to 
$89,484  in  1914.  There  were  increased  importations  af  iron,  but  mar- 
ket losses  in  the  following  lines:  Coal,  $46,522,  as  compared  with 
$60,605;  cotton  goods,  $9,209,  as  compared  with  $5,734;  sugar,  $2,469, 
as  compared  with  $2,469. 

United  States  trade  with  Fayal  was  reduced  by  half.  Important 
losses  in  lumber,  petroleum,  machinery,  and  iron  are  noted.  Cotton 
goods  valued  at  $7,416  were  imported,  as  compared  with  $8,449  in 
1913;  hardware,  $1,015,  as  compared  with  $381  (an  increase) ;  iron, 
$1,160  in  1913,  none  in  1914;  lumber  $16,601  in  1913,  in  1914  only 
$62;  machinery  in  1913,  $60.64,  in  1914  only  $108;  petroleum  in  1913, 
over  $8,000,  in  the  following  year  $5,095. 
Fayal  Exports— Terceira  Embroidery  Exports. 

Fayal  exports  in  1914  declined  from  $106,507  in  1913  to  $81,944  in 
1914.  Corn,  cattle,  and  hides  showed  big  declines.  Ninety  per  cent 
of  the  island's  exports  are  taken  by  Portugal  and  St.  Michael's. 
There  are  no  industries.  The  people  are  largely  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture, dairying,  and  cattle  raising.  The  island  is  6  miles  long  and  4 
miles  wide  and  has  a  population  of  20,268.  It  is  best  known  to  the 
shipping  world  as  a  coaling  station. 

Imitation  Madeira  embroideries  and  laces  are  exported  from  Terce- 
ira, the  second  largest  island  in  the  Azores.  From  $40,000  to  $50,000 
worth  of  these  articles  are  usually  exported  to  the  United  States  each 
year,  but  in  1914  the  exports  dropped  to  $19,000.  As  the  makers 
depend  upon  Germany  for  their  raw  material,  a  market  no  longer 
open  to  them,  the  industry  is  at  present  at  a  standstill. 
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COHMERCIAL  HOTES  FROM  JAPAN. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Chronicle,  by  Consul  Qeorge  N.  West,  Kobe,  Jnly  9.] 
State  Aid  In  Prodnoingr  Chemicals. 

In  view  of  the  paralyzing  effect  on  Japanese  industry  of  the  stop- 
page of  imports  of  chemicals  by  the  war,  the  Home  Department  has 
been  making  chemicals  on  an  elaborate  scale  «t  the  Government 
hy^enic  laboratories  in  Tokyo  and  Osaka,  with  satisfactory  results, 
it  IS  now  announced.  Chemicals  of  as  good  quality  as  those  im- 
ported, it  has  thus  far  been  proved  by  experiment,  can  be  manufac- 
tiured  in  Japan,  including  hydrochloric,  salicylic,  carbolic,  and  sul- 
phuric acids,  iporphine,  atropine,  bromine,  and  bismuth,  xhe  prepa- 
ration of  these  chemicals  is  to  be  undertaken  privately,  with  the  help 
of  a  State  subvention,  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Government 
laboratories. 
Japan's  Output  of  Cotton  Yam  Smaller. 

According  to  the  investigations  made  by  the  Cotton  Spinning 
Guild,  the  production  of  cotton  yam  in  Japan  last  month  amoimted 
to  137,693  bales,  showing  a  decrease  of  3,174^  bales  from  the  quantity 
recorded  for  the  preceding  month  and  of  8,913  bales  as  compared 
with  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 
Increased  Freifhtg  on  American  Cotton. 

Between  steamship  companies  maintaining  North  American  serv- 
ice and  importers  of  American  cotton  negotiations  have  been  proceed- 
ing in  regard  to  an  increase  of  freights  on  American  cotton.  The 
Mainichi  states  that  it  has  now  been  agreed  to  increase  the  freight 
from  $1.40  per  bale  to  $1.50  on  condition  that  steamship  companies 
should  increase  the  proportion  of  hold  space  in  each  steamer  re- 
served for  carrying  cotton. 
Steamen  to  Bnn  to  Vew  York  by  Way  of  Panama. 

In  connection  with  the  report  of  the  Yomiuri  that  the  Nippon 
Yusen  Kaisha  had  it  under  contemplation  regularly  to  send  six  of 
its  steamers  now  on  the  European  run  round  to  New  York,  in  order 
to  carry  Japan  cargo  from  eastern  American  ports  by  way  of 
Panama,  the  Asahi  learns  that  on  the  return  home  of  the  Tsushima- 
maru,  Toyooka-maru,  Takata-maru,  Toyqhashi-maru,  Tokuyama- 
maru,  and  Toyama-maru,  each  of  7,500  tons*  now  temporarily  on  the 
European  run,  which  on  the  return  voyage  are  bound  to  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  to  take  on  board  petroleum,  these  steamers  will  be 
permanently  placed  on  the  New  York  run  by  way  of  Panama.  The 
steamers  will  ply  between  Manila,  Hongkong,  Shanghai,  Kobe,  Yoko- 
hama, Panama,  New  Orleans,  and  New  Yorlc. 
Bevived  ActtTlty  in  Porcelain. 

A  Nagoya  dispatch  says  that  orders  for  porcelain  have  begun  to 
arrive  in  fairly  large  quantities  from  Great  Britain,  France,  the 
United  States,  and  Russia,  mainly  for  Christmas.  There  is  also  every 
indication  that  orders  from  India,  Australia,  and  the  South  Seas 
will  gradually  increase. 

Through  the  ^ood  offices  of  the  Fort  Erie  consulate  an  important 
drug  and  chemical  company  in  that  district,  with  a  corps  of  60 
traveling  salesmen  covermg  every  part  of  the  Dominion,  has  taken 
the  Canadian  agency  for  an  American  brand  of  fumigating  candles. 
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BSinSH  UASEET  FOB  AUEBICAH  PENCIL  SLATS. 

[CoDsul  General  Bobert  P.  Skinner,  London,  July  23.] 

Pencil  manufacturers  of  the  United  Kingdom,  with  the  exception 
of  several  American  companies  that  have  branch  factories  in  this 
country,  use  what  is  known  as  Florida  cedar  {Juniperus  virginiana 
or  Juniperus  harbadensis)  almost  entirely  in  the  manufacture  of  lead 
pencils.  While  it  is  imderstood  that  this  wood  was  originally  ob- 
tained from  the  State  mentioned,  it  is  said  that  "  Florida  cedar "  is 
now  imported  from  Arkansas. 

One  of  the  leading  British  pencil  manufacturers  has  stated  that  a 
market  in  this  country  can  easily  be  created  for  California  incense 
cedar  {Libocednis  deeurrens)  or,  as  it  is  more  commonly  known, 
California  red  cedar.  Up  to  the  present  time  British  manufacturers 
have  not  made  a  point  of  obtaining  this  wood,  but  it  is  stated  that 
those  American  firms  having  factories  in  Great  Britain  supply  Cali- 
fornia incense  cedar  to  their  branch  plants. 

Direct  Imports — Few  Logs  Bronght  In. 

Importations  of  pencil  slats  are  made  direct  by  local  manufac- 
turers through  American  exporters  and  not  through  brokers.  Manu- 
facturers in  this  country  state  that  a  case  of  sample  slats  is  always 
desired  before  an  order  is  given,  and  it  is  usual  for  quotations  to  be 
given  c.  i.  f .  British  port  and  for  payment  to  be  made  within  30  days 
after  receipt  of  goods. 

So  far  as  the  pencil  industry  is  concerned,  there  are  few,  if  any, 
cedar  logs  brought  to  this  country  for  cutting,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  market  is  better  for  the  slats  cut  and  stained  and  packed  in  cases 
of  100  gross  lots.    British  manufacturers  are  using  6-ply  machines. 

[The  addresses  of  five  pencil  manufacturers  in  England  are  ob- 
tainable upon  request  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 


SUBSTITUTE  WOODS  FOB  FEHCIL  MANXTFACTUBE. 

In  an  article  contributed  to  the  American  Lumberman  by  H.  S. 
Sackett,  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Wood  Utilization,  United  States  Forest 
Service,  the  efforts  of  that  branch  of  the  Government  to  find  suit- 
able woods  to  take  the  place  of  the  customary  red  cedar  for  pencil 
manufacture  were  thus  outlined : 

Two  main  causes  prompted  the  Forest  Service  early  in  1910  to  investigate 
the  possibility  of  using  woods  other  than  red  cedar  {Juniperus  virginiana)  and 
southern  red  Juniper  {Juniperus  harbadensis)  in  the  manufacture  of  pencils. 
(These  two  woods  have  but  slightly  different  botanical  characteristics  and 
commercially  hare  olways  been  considered  as  the  same  wood,  both  being  called 
red  cedar.  The  first  cause  was  the  growing  scarcity  of  these  woods  and  the 
second  the  fact  that  there  Were  many  trees  in  the  National  Forests,  now  little 
used,  whose  physical  and  mechanical  properties  seemed  to  fit  them  for  pencil 
making.  The  work  was  carried  on  cooperatively  between  three  of  the  lead- 
ing pencil  manufacturers,  one  pencil-slat  manufacturer,  and  the  Forest  Service. 
The  Service  furnished  the  material  and  the  manufacturers  made  the  pencils 
and  reported  on  the  suitability  of  each  wood.  In  the  case  of  the  pencil-slat 
manufacturer,  however,  the  material  was  cut  into  slats  and  sent  to  Germany, 
where  it  was  made  into  pencils  and  its  suitability  reported  on  by  a  foreign 
manufacturer.  Following  is  a  brief  description  of  the  range  and  available 
supply  of  the  various  woods  which  were  tested  by  the  manufacturers  to  de- 
termine their  saltability  for  pencils: 
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RocKT  MoTJifTAiH  Red  Cedab  (Juniperui  «cojmlor«m).— The  Rocky  Moun- 
tain red  cedar  is  one  of  the  most  Important  of  the  Jnniperus  family  and  la  found 
over  much  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  region.  It  grows  scatterlngly  at  an  elevation 
of  more  than  5,000  feet  and  often  reaches  a  height  of  30  to  40  feet.  It  has  a 
short,  stout  trunk,  sometimes  3  feet  In  diameter,  often  divided  near  the  ground 
Into  a  number  of  stout,  spreading  stems.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  alK>ut 
800,000,000  board  feet  of  this  wood  on  the  National  Forests  in  its  range,  with 
even  a  greater  amount  on  lands  not  included  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Forest  Service. 

BioTRKE  {Sequoia  icathingtoniana) . — Although  the  largest  tree  in  America,  the 
Blgtree  is  exceedingly  restricted  In  its  range.  In  fact.  It  may  almost  be  said 
that  the  number  of  individual  trees  Is  known.  It  is  found  in  a  few  isolated 
groves  In  the  western  Sierra  Nevadas  In  California  at  altitudes  from  5.000 
to  8,000  feet.  The  tree  Is  similar  In  its  growth  to  the  redwood,  though  larger 
in  its  height  and  diameter  dimensions.  Some  of  the  finest  groves  belong  to  the 
United  States  Government,  but  many  are  privately  owned.  A  close  estimate 
of  the  present  stand  has  not  been  made,  but  it  is  probable  that  it  is  not  over 
500,000,000  board  feet 

PoBT  Obfobd  Cedab  (Chamaecyparis  lawsoniana) . — This  tree  is  found  In 
southwestern  Oregon  and  northwestern  California,  scattered  over  a  region  of 
about  10,000  square  miles.  The  bulk  of  the  commercial  timber,  however,  Is 
grouped  In  a  small  area  of  .SOO  or  400  square  miles,  chiefly  In  Oregon.  It  appears 
scattered  In  small  groves,  has  a  clean  trunk,  and  often  reaches  a  height  of  200 
feet,  and  occasionally  a  diameter  of  12  feet  above  its  abruptly  enlarged  base. 
The  tree  Is  usually  cut  into  lumber  and  contains  a  large  amount  of  clear  ma- 
terial. Estimates  of  its  stand  place  it  at  more  than  4,000,000,000  board  feet, 
500,000,000  board  feet  alone  being  on  the  Siskiyou  National  Forest. 

Redwood  (.Sequoia  sempervirens) . — The  redwood  belt  extends  along  the  coast 
In  a  strip  10  to  80  miles  wide  and  500  miles  long  from  southern  Oregon  to  central 
California.  The  tree  attains  a  height  of  200  to  280  feet,  and  occasionally  over 
300  feet,  with  a  diameter  of  6  to  10  feet,  and  occasionally  15  feet.  Its  trunk  is 
usually  clean  almost  to  the  top  and  the  tree  contains  a  large  amount  of  clear 
material.  The  estimates  of  its  mercliantable  stand  vary,  but  there  may  t>e  aa 
much  as  100,000,000,000  board  feet  still  standing. 

Western  Woods. 

Allioatob  Jdnipeb  (Junipcrui  pachyphloea). — ^The  alligator  Juniper  is  the 
most  abundant  and  largest  Juniper  of  the  mountains  of  western  Texas,  New 
Mexico,  and  Arizona.  It  attains  a  height  of  25  to  45  feet  and  a  trunk  diameter 
sometimes  as  much  as  4  feet.  Its  stem  Is  usually  short  and  limby,  though  it 
often  contains  much  clear  material.  There  are  over  3,000,000,000  board  feet 
scattered  throughout  the  national  forests  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  and  prob- 
ably as  much  more  on  private  land. 

One-seed  Junipeb  (Jnniperus  monosperma) . — The  one-seed  Juniper  is  some- 
what restricted  and  ranges  through  parts  of  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona, 
Utah,  and  Texas.  It  occasionally  reaches  a  height  of  40  to  50  feet  and  has  a 
stout  trunk  branching  close  to  the  ground.  It  Is  found  usually  at  an  altitude  of 
5,000  to  6,000  feet  and  attains  Its  best  development  In  northern  Arizona.  There 
are  probably  500,000,000  board  feet  available  on  the  national  forests  in  its  range, 
with  on  equal  amount  on  private  land. 

Western  Juniper  (Jnniperus  Occidentalis) . — The  western  Juniper  is  found 
in  Idaho,  eastern  Oregon,  through  the  Cascades  and  Sierras  to  southern  Cali- 
fornia. It  occasionally  reaches  60  feet  In  height,  but  more  often  scarcely  ex- 
ceeds 20  feet,  with  a  short,  thick  trunk  2  feet  in  diameter.  It  branches  pro- 
fusely and  on  this  account  does  not  contain  a  large  amount  of  clear  material. 
Estimates  show  a  stand  of  about  150,000,000  board  feet  on  the  National  For- 
ests in  California  and  Oregon.  There  Is  doubtless  an  even  larger  amount  than 
this  on  other  lands  not  included. 

Western  Red  Cedar  (Thuja  plicata). — The  western  red  cedar  is  found  from 
northern  California  to  Alaska,  and  east  os  far  as  Idaho  and  Montana,  with 
Washington  its  center  of  production.  It  often  reaches  a  height  of  200  feet,  with 
a  broad,  tai>erlng  base  sometimes  12  feet  in  diameter.  An  estimate  of  its  stand 
made  by  the  Forest  Service  in  1909  places  the  amount  at  100,000,000,000  board 
feet 

Incense  Cedar  (Liboccdnts  decurrens). — The  Incense  cedar  is  found  In  cen- 
tral and  northern  California,  on  the  western  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Moun> 
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tains,  In  southern  Oregon,  and  western  Nevada.  It  occasionally  reaches  a 
height  of  150  feet,  with  a  diameter  of  7  feet  at  the  base.  It  has  very  much 
taper  and  on  this  account  is  not  an  ideal  wood  for  saw  logs.  The  tree  con- 
tains much  clear  material,  however,  from  which  pencil  slats  could  be  made. 
There  are  approximately  6,000,000,000  board  feet  of  this  timber  on  the  National 
Forests  in  California  and  Oregon ;  doubtless  much  more  on  private  land. 

Western  White  Pine  (Pinus  monticola). — The  commercial  range  of  the 
western  white  pine  lies  in  California,  Idaho,  Montana,  Oregon,  and  Washing- 
ton. The  largest  cut  is  in  Idaho,  with  Washington  and  Montana  following.  It 
often  reaches  100  feet  in  height  and  occasionally  350  feet,  with  a  trunk  3  to  5 
feet,  and  sometimes  more,  in  diameter.  It  usually  has  a  clean  stem  and  con- 
tains much  clear  material.  The  tree  seldom  grows  in  pure  stands  and  usually 
forms  a  low  percentage  of  the  forest  in  which  it  Is  found.  Estimates  of  the 
available  supply  have  not  been  carefully  made,  but  it  is  probable  that  there 
are  more  than  10,000,000,000  board  feet  still  standing. 

Yellow  Cedar  {Chamaccyparia  nootkateivHs) . — The  yellow  cedar  is  found 
for  a  thousand  miles  along  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  adjacent  Islands  from 
Oregon  to  Alaska.  It  frequently  reaches  120  feet  In  height,  with  a  tall  trunk 
5  to  6  feet  in  diameter.  No  estimates  of  its  stand  are  available,  but  it  is  well 
understood  that  the  amount  is  large.  On  one  National  Forest  alone,  the 
Snoqualmies,  In  Washington,  there  is  a  stand  of  over  100,000,000  board  feet 

Sesnlts  of  Tests. 

The  results  of  the  tests  made  with  these  woods,  so  far  as  they  can 
be  stated  in  figures  and  using  red  cedar  as  the  standard,  were : 
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Standard  Slats — Outpnt. 

The  raw  material  for  a  pencil  is  know  as  a  pencil  slat  and  is  7i  by 
2J  by  i  inches.  These  slats  are  shipped  in  bundles  or  crates  to  the 
pencil  manufacturers.  A  crate  is  a  sufficient  amount  of  raw  material 
to  make  100  gross  of  pencils.  The  manufacturers  formerly  required 
all  slats  to  be  2|  inches  wide  (a  dimension  which  makes  six  half 
pencils),  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  the  material  now  they  are  glad 
to  take  a  large  amount  of  the  slats  in  narrower  widths,  in  some  cases 
wide  enough  to  make  but  two  half  pencils  instead  of  six.  The  slats 
are  separated  into  three  grades,  the  first  grade  being  dark  red  and 
entirely  clear,  and  used  for  the  highest  grade  of  pencils.  So  ac- 
customed has  the  pencil-using  public  become  to  this  characteristic 
dark-red  color  that  efforts  are  now  being  made  to  dye  woods  which 
are  otherwise  suitable  for  pencil  manufacture  but  which  have  been 
rejected  because  of  their  light  color. 

According  to  reports  there  are  produced  in  this  country  annually 
about  80,000  cases  of  pencil  slats.    Since  one  case  contains  sufficient 
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material  to  make  100  gross  of  pencils,  it  is  seen  that  there  is  an  an- 
nual manufacture  of  over  1,000,000,000  pencils  from  American-grown 
cedar.  One-fourth  of  the  slats  are  sent  abroad,  so  the  domestic 
production  is  about  750,000,000,  or  over  eight  pencils  to  every  person 
in  the  United  States.  There  are  also  shipped  abroad  annually  sev- 
eral million  feet  of  cedar  logs,  much  of  which  finds  its  way  into 
pencil  manufacture.  Considering  also  the  use  of  African  cedar  and 
treated  woods,  it  is  probable  that  the  world  production  of  pencils  is 
close  to  2,000,000,000  annually. 


AMEBICAN  GOODS  IH  EAST  SCOTLAin). 

[Consul  Bafus  Fleming,  Edinburgh,  July  26.] 

In  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year  the  consumption  of 
American  goods  in  this  district  was  larger  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1914.  This  statement  applies  not  only  to  grain  and  pro- 
visimis,  but  also  to  iron  and  steel  products  and  general  merchandise, 
including  steel  and  iron  billets,  glass  and  glassware,  barbed  wire, 
wire  rods,  iron  pipes,  bolts  and  nuts,  baling  hoop,  wire  nails,  shaft- 
ing bars,  carpenters'  and  plasterers'  tools,  lawn  mowers,  padlocks 
and  latches,  pliers,  clocks  and  watches,  woodenware,  liunber,  agri- 
cultural machinery,  binder  twine,  paraffin  wax,  pitch-pine  timber, 
cottonseed  oil,  lubricating  oil,  staves,  soap,  and  canned  goods. 

In  the  past  price  has  been  the  determining  factor  in  most  sales  of 
this  line.  For  instance,  there  used  to  be  a  great  sale  of  American 
padlocks  in  this  pai't  of  Scotland,  but  cheaper  and  inferior  padlocks 
came  into  the  market  and  cut  the  American  product  out.  Now 
Ajnerican  padlocks  have  resumed  their  place  in  the  market  and,  it 
is  thought,  will  permanently  retain  a  strong  position. 

In  textile  lines  there  has  laeen  a  fairly  large  demand  for  American 
hosiery  (cotton  and  cotton  and  wool). 

The  sales  of  American  motor  trucks  have  been  heavy,  and  Ameri- 
can motor  cars  of  the  cheaper  types  have  also  sold  well,  although 
slow  deliveries  have  interfered  considerably  with  the  trade.  Any- 
thing in  the  motor  line  is  now  much  sought  after  by  local  dealers. 
Present  conditions  should  enable  American  manufacturers  to  extend 
their  business  here,  as  their  products  are  giving  entire  satisfaction. 
Moderate  prices  make  the  cars  and  trucle  salable,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered certain  that,  even  after  the  war,  the  American  companies 
will  have  a  firm  hold  on  the  market. 

On  account  of  the  shortage  of  horses  and  of  labor  in  the  agricul- 
tural districts,  farmers  are  looking  earnestly  for  motor  cultivating 
machinery  which  will  prove  satisfactory.  It  seems  to  be  a  good  op- 
portimity  for  American  manufacturers  of  motor  plows  to  introduce 
their  machines.  There  have  been  a  number  of  sales  recently  of 
English-made  motor  plows  in  this  district  and  in  the  county  of  Fife. 
It  is  suggested  that  American  makers,  who  are  believed  to  excel  in 
this  particular  machine,  would  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  give  care- 
ful attention  to  the  demand  in  Scotland.  The  plow  adapted  to  agri- 
cultural uses  here  is  one  that  cuts  either  one  or  two  furrows  from 
7  to  9  inches  in  depth. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OPFOBTXnnTIES. 

Reserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  branch  offlees.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  oo  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  number  given. 

Glass  letters.  No.  17940. — A  firm  In  Denmark  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  gold  convex  glass  letters  suitable  for  use 
on  windows  and  signs.    Correspondence  may  be  in  B:ngllsli. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  17941. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  China  has  transmitted  a  report  relative  (o  a  possible  marlcet  for 
the  sale  of  machinery  to  be  used  in  a  tannery,  a  shoe  factory,  and  a  cane- 
sugar  mill.  A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
or  its  branch  offices. 

Window  glass,  chemicals,  iron,  and  steel.  No.  17942. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  the  Netherlands  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  pur- 
chase on  its  own  account  chemical  products,  window  glass,  and  iron  and 
steel.  The  firm  will  pay  cash  against  shipping  documents  in  the  foreign 
country.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References  are  given. 

Emery  wheel.  No.  17943. — A  business  man  In  Russia  Informs  the  commercial 
attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  he  desires  to  represent  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  emery  wheels. 

Construction  material.  No.  17944. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
firm  in  the  Near  East  stating  that  it  is  interested  in  the  importation  of 
nails,  steel  Joists,  etc.  The  firm  states  that  it  will  open  confirmed  credit 
with  a  New  York  City  bank. 

Bicycles,  etc..  No.  17945. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands 
writes  that  a  business  man  in  that  country  wishes  to  purchase  bicycles 
and  parts,  and  parts  of  automobiles.  He  desires  to  purchase  on  his  own 
account  or  act  as  agent.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  References 
are  given. 

Case  hoops.  No.  17946. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in 
England,  which  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  of  case  hoops  in  sizes  three-fourths  inch  and  seven-eighths 
inch  by  about  29-gauge  thick. 

Feldspar,  No.  17947. — A  business  man  in  Canada  has  requested  the  Department 
of  Commerce  to  supply  the -names  and  addresses  of  American  importers 
of  lump  feldspar  carrying  a  high  grade  of  potash ;  also  feldspar  suitable  for 
the  pottery  trade. 

Soap  material,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  17948.^An  American  consular  oflScer  In  the 
Netherlands  advises  that  a  business  man  In  that  country  wishes  to  repre- 
sent American  firms,  partly  on  his  own  account  and  partly  as  agent,  for  the 
sale  of  chemicals,  oils,  and  materials  for  making  soaps,  etc.  Cash  will  be 
paid  against  shipping  documents.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
References  are  given. 

Machinery,  No.  17949. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  business  man,  who  is  visiting  in  the  United  States,  stating  that  he 
desires  to  erect  a  modern  plant  for  manufacturing  sugar  In  Turkey.  He 
desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  firms  which  are  In  a  position 
to  supply  machinci7  and  neces.sary  equipment  for  such  a  plant 

Machinery,  No.  17950. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  business  man  in  Cuba  asking  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manu- 
facturers ot  machinery  to  be  used  in  making  starch  of  cassava  and 
potatoes. 

Cotton  piece  goods.  No.  17951. — ^.\n  American  consular  officer  in  Burma  has 
transmitted  a  I'eport  relative  to  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  cotton  piece 
goods  in  that  country.  A  copy  of  Us  report  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  A  detailed  report  relative  to  the  cotton 
goods  market  in  that  country  has  recently  been  published  in  Commerce 
Refobts. 

Iron  and  steel  products.  No.  17952. — A  business  man  In  Portugal  has  supplied 
an  American  consular  officer  with  specifications  for  mild  steel  plates, 
angles,  bars,  etc.  The  man  desires  to  receive  cable  quotations  on  tbest 
commodities.  The  si)eclfication8,  etc.,  may  be  bad  on  application  to  tlie 
bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
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POET  FACILITIES  IN  FKANCE. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  General  A.  GauUn,  Marseille,  Ang.  15.] 

Improvement  of  port  conditions  at  Marseille  continues;  11  ships 
outside  harbor  to-day. 

ADDITIONS  TO  EHBABOO  LIST  OF  NOKWAT. 

[Telegram  from  American  consulate,  Cbrlstlanla,  received  Aug.  2,  1915.] 

Norway  embargoes  cotton  waste,  cotton  wadding,  cotton  yam  and 
thread  of  cotton,  woven  cotton  goods  except  curtains,  knitted  cotton 
underwear,  alum,  and  nickel  sulphate. 


PATENT  MEDICINE  BEOULATIONS  IN  CUBA. 

[Telegram  from  American  minister,  Habaoa,  receltvd  Ai«.  12,  191C.] 

A  suspension  until  September  10,  1917,  has  been  granted  regarding 
the  patent  medicine  formula  required  by  law.  [The  minister's  teler 
gram  refers  to  the  provision  for  the  disclosure  of  patent  medicine 
formulas,  in  article  46(a)  of  the  Cuban  patent  medicine  regulations  of 
1913,  contained  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  11,  pp.  141  and  142.] 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  PATENT  MEDICINES  IN  GUATEMALA. 

[El  Ouatemaltcco,  July  17,  1016.] 

Notice  has  been  given  that  beginning  September  25, 1916,  the  pro- 
visions of  Decree  No.  621  of  1902  concerning  the  sale  of  patent  medi- 
cines in  Guatemala  will  be  strictly  enforced.  This  decree  provides 
that  no  pharmaceutical  preparation  of  unknown  composition  shall  be 
sold  until  after  it  has  been  examined  and  approved  by  the  Managing 
Board  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  ( Jimta  Directivn  de 
la  Faculdad).  A  list  of  remedies  of  secret  composition  the  importa- 
tion of  which  is  authorized  will  be  kept  by  the  customhouses  and  all 
others  excluded.  Another  article  of  the  original  decree  provides  for 
the  confiscation  of  drugs  and  medicines  imported  by  others  than  those 
conducting  legally  recognized  pharmacies  or  similar  establishments. 
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BTJBEATJ  OF  STANDAAOS  TTHFIBE  IK  HOLASSES  CASK 

Tlie  success  with  wjiich  the  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Commerce  has  settled  a  controversy  arising 
from  the  importation  of  so-called  Cuban  molasses,  it  is  believed,  wifi 
result  in  the  prescribing  and  establishing  of  methods  of  testing  which 
will  eliminate  the  greatest  drawback  to  the  commerce  in  this  article. 

A  Philadelphia  distilling,  company  purchased  a  ^ipment  of  the 
product,  but  was  unable  to  agree  with  the  importing  company  as  to 
the  total  sugar  content,  which  is  the  accepted  basis  of  payment.  The 
two  parties  to  the  transaction  found  difficulty  in  securing  a  satisfac- 
tory chemist  for  the  umpire  work,  and  in  fact  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards was  informed  by  one  of  the  companies  involved  that  no  two 
chemists  seemed  to  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  like  result.  At  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  customhouse  the  distilling  company  ap- 
pealed to  the  Bureau  of  Standards  to  make  a  test  of  the  molasses  in 
this  cargo,  and  the  decision  of  the  bureau  was  later  announced. 
.  The  Philadelphia  concern,  in  expressing  its  satisfaction  when  the 
umpire  was  selected,  stated  that  the  opportunity  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  Bureau  of  Standards  offered  a  fair  basis  for  settlement,  and 
later  the  importing  company,  after  citing  the  fact  that  while  the 
result  showed  2  per  cent  less  than  an  experienced  molasses  analyst 
had  made  it,  said :  "  We,  of  course,  bow  to  your  result,  being  as  it  is 
the  impartial  verdict  of  an  authority  over  which  there  is  no  higher." 

Following  the  action  in  this  case,  the  test  sample  from  a  second 
importation  in  which  the  bureau  will  act  as  referee  for  the  buyer 
and  the  seller  has  already  been  received. 

The  use  of  the  so-called  Cuban  molasses  for  road  making,  distilling 
purposes,  cattle  feeding,  etc.,  is  steadily  increasing,  emphasizing  the 
importance  of  the  action  taken  in  the  case  mentioned.  Only  a  few 
years  ago  this  by-product  was  in  many  instances  thrown  into  the 
sea  in  order  to  get  it  out  of  the  way.  It  is  now  being  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  where  it  pays  an  ad  valorem  rate  of  20  per  cent. 


COLD-STOBAOE  FACILITIES  Df  FIOBENCE  DISTEICT. 

[Consal  F.  T.  V.  Dnmont,  Florence,  Italy,  Jal7  21.] 

Since  the  entry  of  Italy  into  the  war  prices  for  beef  have  risen 
enormously.  It  is  estimated  that  with  the  increase  in  men  in  the 
army  and  navy  and  the  necessity  of  providing  regular  rations  for 
them  500,000  head  of  cattle  per  year  must  be  imported.  This  can 
only  be  refrigerated  beef,  since  neighboring  countries  can  spare  no 
live  cattle. 

While  the  Italian  Government  has  requisitioned  one  floor  of  the 
cold-storijge  plant  of  the  Societa  Tosco  Frigorifera,  of  Florence, 
the  company  has  a  second  floor,  completed  except  as  to  lining  and  in- 
stallation of  pipes.  This  floor,  with  1,300  cubic  yards  capacity,  is 
open  to  lease.  The  building  has  been  arranged  to  permit  the  addi- 
tion of  two  other  stories  with  2,600  cubic  yards  additional  capacity. 
Florence,  with  250,000  inhabitants,  consumes  some  32,000,000  pounds 
of  meat  per  year,  and  the  above  is  the  only  cold-storage  plant  in  a 
district  of  some  4,000,000  inhabitants. 
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PBODVOTIOH  OF  PITCH  AND  TAB  DT  BTJSSIA. 

[Commercial  AtUcU  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrosrad.] 

The  production  of  wood  pitch  and  tar  is  a  highly  important  in- 
dustry of  the  timber  districts  of  Russia.  A  large  quantity  of  such 
substances  is  not  only  used  for  home  consumption  m  Russia  but  is 
also  exported  to  foreign  markets.  England  alone  takes  over  100,000 
barrels  yearly  of  Russian  pitch  and  tar.  In  normal  times  pitch  is 
exported  chiefly  to  England  from  Archangel,  where  it  is  one  of  the 
principal  articles  of  trade,  while  turpentine  has  been  shipped  to  Ger- 
many from  the  Baltic  ports  and  overland.  In  recent  years  in  western 
Russia,  especially  near  the  Vistula  River,  large  quantities  of  pitch 
and  turpentine  have  been  distilled  from  the  stumps  left  after  the 
clearance  of  woods,  this  having  been  in  great  demand  in  Germany 
on  account  of  its  good  quality  and  low  price.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  the  Russian  forests  produce  yearly  about  124,000,000  pounds  of 
pure  pitch,  62,000,000  pounds  of  tar,  5,400,000  pounds  of  resin,  and 
2,160,000  pounds  of  turpentine. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  operating  methods  employed  in  this 
industry  have  been,  for  the  most  part,  of  a  primitive  character,  and 
carried  on  in  small  establishments,  where  the  owner  is  at  the  same 
time  workman  and  salesman.  There  are  few  of  these  establishments 
with  an  output  of  over  $10,000  per  year. 

Pine  wood  is  almost  the  only  material  used,  the  most  resinous  parts 
being  the  stump  and  roots.  To  facilitate  the  uprooting  and  increase 
the  resinous  quality  by  decomposition  the  stumps  are  allowed  to  re- 
main 10  or  20  years  in  the  ground  before  removal,  the  best  parts 
of  the  tree  being  the  long  vertical  roots.  The  roots  are  dried  in  the 
air  or  in  special  drying  rooms,  as  the  products  are  not  of  such  good 
quality  when  damp  material  is  used.  When  using  the  trunks  of  trees 
the  distillers  select  the  parts  that  are  accidentally  filled  with  resin, 
(especially  where  fungus  has  injured  the  tree  and  produced  a  mass 
of  resinous  matter.  ' 

Methods  of  Kaking  Tar—"  Haif-Pitch." 

In  making  tar,  the  method  of  distillation  ordinarily  in  vogue 
requires  the  digging  of  pits  from  10  to  60  feet  in  diameter,  similar  to 
those  that  are  made  for  burning  charcoal.  They  are  usually  dug  on 
the  slopes  of  river  banks.  About  20  to  30  feet  from  the  pit  an  exca- 
vation is  made  in  the  form  of  a  ditch,  the  bottom  of  which  is  on  a 
lower  level  than  that  of  the  pit.  From  this  excavation  a  sloping 
trough  is  pushed  into  the  center  of  the  pit,  a  hole  being  made  in  the 
middle  of  the  latter  leading  straight  into  the  trough,  and  in  this 
manner  a  funnel  is  made  for  the  pit,  the  product  flowing  through  it 
into  pails.  There  is  a  tendency,  however,  for  improved  methods  to 
be  adopted,  and  simple  but  fairly  efficient  apparatus  to  be  used. 

There  is  a  large  production  of  what  is  called  "  polovinchik  "  (half- 
pitch),  which  is  used  as  a  dressing  or  greasing  material  for  leather, 
this  being  the  result  of  distillation  of  tar  mixed  with  some  birch  or 
aspen  bark. 

A  prospectus  is  being  drawn  up  for  a  new  bank  in  Maracaibo,  re- 
ports Consul  George  K.  Donald,  of  that  Venezuelan  city.  It  is  in- 
tended that  the  new  bank  shall  issue  bills  of  10  bolivars  ($1.93).  A 
capital  of  $100,000  is  proposed. 
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UABKET  SUBVET  DEVELOPS  BAILT  KEWS  8£aVICE. 

A  preliminary  trial  of  the  practicability  of  a  daily  market  news 
service  is  being  conducted  by  the  Office  of  Markets  and  Rural  Organi- 
zation of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  as  a  part  of  the  work  of 
survey  in  the  domain  of  distribution  connected  with  some  of  the 
important  crops  of  the  country.  It  has  not  been  made  a  permanent 
feature  of  the  activities  of  that  branch  of  the  Government  service, 
but  even  in  the  experimental  stage  it  has  developed  a  form  of  organi- 
zation that  is  reaching  out  into  all  sections  of  the  country  and  col- 
lecting the  facts  and  figures  that  are  promptly  combined  and  made 
available  by  telegraph  and  mail  for  those  who  may  be  interested  in 
raising  or  marketing  the  particular  products  that  for  the  time  being 
are  in  their  active  season. 

Evidence  of  the  thoroughness  with  which  the  plan  is  being  tried 
out  is  furnished  by  the  six  telegraph  wires  that  run  direct  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  Office  of  Markets  in  Washington  and  are  ticking 
away  as  the  messages  come  from  the  agents  or  correspondents  ot 
the  department  stationed  at  various  points  in  the  country,  and  whose 
information  is  supplemented  by  accurate  reports  from  the  transporta- 
tion companies  as  to  the  shipments  that  are  being  made. 

Seports  Made  for  Four  Different  Crops. 

During  the  present  summer  four  different  crops  have  been  made 
the  subject  of  this  system  of  reports.  The  first  of  these  was  the  straw- 
berry crop,  the  second  tomatoes,  third  cantaloupes,  and  fourth 
peaches.  Work  on  the  last  two  of  these  is  still  under  way.  In  ex- 
plaining the  value  of  the  survey,  a  recent  publication  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  says: 

Under  our  present  system  of  marketing  food  products  the  consumer  seldom 
receives  any  material  benefit  from  the  production  of  an  unusually  large  crop. 
While  our  distributing  system  seems  fairly  sntlsfuctory  as  long  as  products  are 
handled  in  car  lots,  Its  functions  are  not  properly  performed  when  unusually 
large  quantities  of  food  products  have  accumulated  iu  the  larger  markets  and 
need  to  be  passed  on  to  the  consumer. 

•  Wholesale  prices  are  often  so  depressed  as  to  be  ruinous  to  the  producer, 
while  the  consumer  who  buys  In  small  quantities  realizes  little  reduction  in 
price.  In  other  words,  our  present  methods  do  not  give  to  the  consumer  the 
benefits  of  the  unusually  low  prices  which  producers  receive  in  seasons  of 
abnormal  production. 

Apparently  the  situation  Is  aggravated  by  the  accumulation  of  great  quan- 
tities of  food  products  at  large  cities  for  redistribution  to  many  smaller  mar- 
kets, each  of  which  consumes  full  car  lots  and  which  probably  could  be  served 
more  economically  were  Its  shipmaits  received  direct  from  the  regions  of  pro- 
duction. At  this  point  the  work  in  market  surveys  merges  with  the  work  to 
be  undertaken  In  studying  the  practicability  and  costs  of  a  market  news  service 
designed  to  promote  a  better  distribution  of  perishable  crops.  The  marketing 
methods  used  In  large  cities  are  being  investigated  and  studies  are  being  made 
of  the  current  market  quotations,  which  In  certain  commodities  have  been 
reported  to  the  Office  of  Markets  and  Rural  Organization  daily.  These  data 
are  being  used  in  a  preliminary  trial  of  the  practicability  of  the  market  news 
service. 

A  force  of  market  reporters  is  at  work  in  the  more  Important  market  cen- 
ters of  the  country,  their  principal  duty  at  present  being  to  follow  the  progress 
of  certain  products  from  the  time  they  arrive  in  a  given  city  until  they  reach 
the  ultimate  consumer. 

The  collection  of  facts  is  more  fully  described  by  the  Department 
in  a  statement  that  it  is  its  purpose  to  secure  reports  by  telegraph 
from  all  important  car-lot  producing  sections,  givmg  the  number  of 
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cars  shipped  daily  during  the  period  of  important  movement,  to- 

f ether  with  their  destination,  and  to  keep  this  information  up  to 
ate  by  reports  of  the  diversions  as  they  are  ordered,  so  that  at  any 
time  the  actual  number  of  cars  moving  toward  any  one  market  can 
be  readily  ascertained.  In  addition,  there  are  involved  daily  tele- 
grams from  the  principal  markets,  giving  arrivals  and  prices. 
Cooperation  of  Transportation  Companies  Needed. 

The  usefulness  of  this  comparatively  new  service,  which  is  to  be 
determined  in  the  preliminary  stages,  must  depend  upon  the  way 
in  which  the  information  is  made  available  in  the  competing  pro- 
ducing areas  and  in  the  consuming  centers.  Its  complete  success  will 
depend  largely  upon  the  continued  cooperation  and  assistance  of  the 
transportation  companies. 

The  Office  of  Markets  has  been  making  arrangements  with  prac- 
tically all  the  transportation  companies  to  wire  (usually  by  night 
wire)  the  facts  regarding  shipments  on  their  lines.  This  includes  the 
express  companies  and  the  special-car-service  lines.  Destinations  are 
given  on  all  carloads,  and  although  these  are  not  always  eventual 
destinations,  on  account  of  diversions  at  such  points  as  Kansas  City 
and  St.  Louis,  final  destinations  are  learned  from  those  points  by 
secondary  sources  of  information,  usually  by  agents  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

When  the  reports  have  been  summarized  they  are  available  to  be 
wired  in  full  or  in  part,  collect,  to  any  who  desire,  by  day  letter.  The 
summary  for  any  particular  crop,  as  a  rule,  can  be  sent  in  a  50- word 
telegram.  For  example,  a  recent  day's  summary  contained  these 
statements  as  to  carload  shipments  made  within  24  hours: 

Cantaloupe  shipments — Delaware,  41;  Virginia,  1;  New  Mexico, 
1 ;  California,  31 ;  Washington,  2 ;  not  previously  reported,  for  pre- 
ceding day — Maryland,  2 ;  Virginia,  1 ;  Indiana,  25. 

Peach  shipments — Connecticut,  1;  Pennsylvania,  7;  New  Jersey, 
5 ;  Delaware,  6 ;  Maryland,  7 ;  Virginia,  3:  West  Virginia,  4 ;  JS^orth 
Carolina,  3;  Georgia,  9;  Tennessee,  4;  Kentucky,  1;  Illinois,  21; 
Ozarks,  165;  Oklahoma,  65;  Texas,  1;  New  Mexico,  1;  California, 
16 ;  Washington,  1 ;  Potomac  yards  reports,  22. 

Summaries  oi  Reports  from  Harkets. 

More  elaborate  but  condensed  summaries  from  market  points  are 
wired  in  full  to  the  branch  offices  and  to  some  newspapers  which  have 
requested  these  reports.  Extracts  are  also  wired  to  shippers  that 
desire  the  service.  Telegraph  tolls  to  individual  recipients  of  the  in- 
formation are  reduced  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  they  may  be  sup- 
plied from  the  branch  offices.  Service  by  mail  is  also  possible 
through  the  branch  offices.  The  St.  Louis  office  gets  out  200  mail 
sheets  for  producers  in  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Oklahoma.  The 
regular  reports  are  multigraphed  at  that  office  for  this  purpose. 

An  example  of  the  form  of  telegram  that  is  sent  out  stating  a 
single  day's  receipts  at  various  points  is  here  given,  the  figures  being 
a  recent  summary  for  cantaloupes : 

Pittsburg  seven  Eastern  three  Westerns  California  standards  two  quarter 
half  Indiana  baskets  thirty  five  forty  flats  forty  forty  five  standards  Indiana 
Delaware  Maryland  dollar  thirty  five  half.  Philadelphia  Maryland  Delawares 
crates  flity  seventy  five.    Deurei-  two  Callfomias  standards  two  half  ponies 
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dollar  seventy  five.  Buffalo  thr^  Indlanas  standards  dollar  quarter  baskets 
thirty  five  forty  fair  Arizona  standards  two  halt  Boston  Southerns  standards 
dollar  quarter  Jumbo  thirty  sixes  dollar  seventy  five  forty  fives  two  two 
quarter  quality  demand  good.  St..  Paul  two  arrivals  dollar  seventy  five. 
Cleveland  one  Illinois  one  Maryland  tip  tops  two  quarter  slow.  St.  Louis 
one  Nevada  standards  dollar  half  poor.  Nashville  flats  forty  half  Turlock 
standards  two  dollar  ponies  dollar  half  flats  seventy  five  Arkansas  standards  ' 
dollar  half  poor  Illinois  twelves  fifty  cents  baskets  twenty  thirty  centa-  Omaha 
ponies  seventy  dollar  half  standards  dollar  two  quarter.  Minneapolis  stand- 
ards two  half  seventy  five  ponies  two  dollars  flats  dollar.  New  York  four 
Western  standards  dollar  seventy  five  two  half  ponies  dollar  quarter  half  flats 
dollar  dollar  quarter  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  Delawarea  Marylands 
.  Jerseys  Jumbos  dollar  dollar  quarter  standard  seventy  five  dollar  quarter 
ponies  fifty  seventy  five  slow.  Baltimore  three  arrivals  standards  seventy  five 
ninety  halves  twenty  forty  five  slow.  Albany  Maryland  standards  dollar  half 
seventy  five  Jumbos  two  quarter  half  quality  demand  good.  Milwaukee  two 
California  standards  dollar  quarter  two  dollars  good  Indiana  baskets  twenty 
forty  quality  poor  slow.  Columbus  one  Tennessee  pink  flats  seventy  five 
ninety  California  standnrds  two  quarter  half  Delaware  Indianas  dollar  quarter 
seventy  five.  Kansas  City  five  emptied  California  standards  two  two  quarter 
ponies  dollar  half  flats  eighty  five  ninety  five  good  Arkansas  standards  dollar 
half  good  flats  sixty  seventy  slow.  Chicago  seven  arrivals  Turlock  standards 
dollar  seventy  five  two  quarter  ponies  dollar  seventy  five  flats  eighty  ninety 
Arizona  standards  dollar  seventy  five  two  quarter  slow.  Sioux  City  standards 
two  half  ponies  two  quarter.  Des  Moines  western  standards  two  half  seventy 
five  cents  ponies  two  two  quarter  flats  ninety  Arkansas  standards  two  quarter 
demand  good.  Detroit  one  North  Carolina  standards  dollar  half  one  Indiana 
baskets  forty  fifty  quality  demand  fair. 

Information  in  Tabulated  Form  by  KaiL 

Longer  reports,  which  are  sent  by  mail  from  the  Washington  office, 
carry  tables  showing  at  a  glance  the  detailed  movement  for  a  par- 
ticular crop,  with  figures  showing  the  number  of  carloads  from  each 
of  the  producing  States  to  each  of  the  principal  cities  to  which  such 
shipments  are  made.  For  peaches,  a  recent  statement  indicated  ship- 
ments from  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Virginia,  Maryland,  North  Caro- 
lina, Pennsylvania,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  West  Virginia, 
New  Mexico,  Illinois,  Oklahoma,  the  Ozarks,  and  California  to,  re- 
spectively, Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Potomac 
Yards,  Pittsburgh,  Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  In- 
dianapolis, Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Sioux  City, 
Des  Moines,  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  Omaha,  Denver,  and  miscellane- 
ous points.  The  same  report  included  statements  of  conditions  in  a 
score  of  markets. 

The  development  of  this  system  is  one  of  numerous  projects  which 
are  included  in  the  work  of  the  Office  of  Markets,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Charles  J.  Brand,  chief,  while  Wells  A.  Sherman,  specialist 
in  market  surveys,  has  charge  of  the  details  of  the  market  news 
service. 

Imperial  County  EOups  $3,000,000  Worth  of  Cantalovpes. 

According  to  unofficial  reports,  4,685  carloads  of  cantaloupes  have 
been  shipped  out  of  Imperial  Valley  of  California  this  season.  Each 
car  averaged  360  crates,  making  a  total  of  1,686,600  crates.  The 
cantaloupes  if  placed  end  to  end  would  extend  6,700  miles.  The 
crates  would  reach  543  miles  into  the  sky,  and  required  100,000,000 
naUs.  The  total  number  of  melons  shipped  was  about  70,000,000,  and 
the  value  is  estimated  at  $3,000,000. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COKMEBCE  BBPOBTS.  807 

EESULTS  OF  TEADE  OPPOETTJKITY  HOTES. 

[Consiil  WUllam  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosarlo,  Argentina.] 

The  consulate  at  Roeario  transmitted  during  1914  some  35  trade 
opportunity  notes  relating  to  firms  that  had  approached  it  for  the 

Surpose  of  entering  into  business  relations  with  American  exporters, 
[ost  of  these  notes  were  forwarded  after  the  declaration  of  war  had 
turned  the  eyes  of  South  American  importers  toward  th&  United 
States. 

In  the  hope  of  obtaining  precise  information  as  to  results  in  this 
district,  12  typical  notes  Avere  selected  and  an  investigation  was  made 
in  each  individual  case.  Notes  as  printed  in  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports,  together  with  a  statement  of  results  according  to  in- 
formation furnished  by  the  original  inquirers,  are  given  below : 

lumber  on  a  Conunitsion  Basis, 

No.  13848.  Lumhcr. — An  American  con-sular  officer  In  South  America  reports 
that  a  dealer  In  his  district  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  American  lumber  ex- 
iwrters  for  whom  he  may  sell  pitch  pine  and  spruce  on  a  commis&lon  basis.  The 
correspondent  states  he  has  sold  considerable  quantities  of  white  pine  for  a 
lumber  company  in  the  United  States.  Spanish  is  preferable,  but  English  may 
be  used  In  the  corresiraudeuce.  Full  information  as  to  terms  and  commission  la 
desired.    Reference  given.     (Published  Sept.  28,  1914.) 

The  inquirer  received  letters  from  four  American  lumber  ex- 
porters— two  in  San  Francisco  and  two  in  New  Orleans.  After  some 
correspondence  one  San  Francisco  firm  concluded  that  owing  to  lack 
of  freighting  facilities  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  business  for  the 
present.  The  other  San  Francisco  company  wrote  offering  to  sell 
lumber  outright,  and,  on  being  informed  that  the  inquirer  desired 
to  sell  on  a  commission  basis,  replied  that  it  did  not  consider  the 
present  time  opportune  for  the  establishment  of  an  agency.  Of  the 
two  New  Orleans  firms  one  declined  to  do,  business  except  on  cash 
terms,  while  the  other  firm  failed  to  reply  to  the  inquirer's  first  letter 
explaining  terms,  etc. 

This  trade  opportunity  note  has  thus  far  resulted  in  no  business. 
The  inquirer  is  inclined  to  think  that  in  all  four  cases  the  real  reason 
for  failure  to  establish  relations  is  to  be  found  in  the  unwillingness 
of  the  American  exporters  to  accept  his  terms  of  cash  against  docu- 
ments Eosario. 
Upholsterers'  Katerials  and  Glass. 

No.  14106.  VphoUtcrers'  inatei-iaJs,  linoleum,  etc. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  In  South  America  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent 
on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufacturers  of  upholsters'  materials,  lino- 
leum, artificial  leather,  imitation  flooring,  and  similar  lines.  Correspondence 
should  be  In  Spanish.    References  given.     (Published  Oct.  23,  1014.) 

The  inquirer  states  that  he  received  no  letters  making  allusion  to 
this  trade-opporttmity  note.  He  was,  however,  at  the  same  time  in 
communication  with  American  firms  through  other  channels,  and  it 
may  be  that  some  of  the  mail  received  was  the  result  of  the  note. 
The  inquirer  complains  that  his  correspondents  overlooked  the  fact 
that  he  desired  to  do  business  on  a  commission  basis  and  treated  him 
as  a  prospective  customer.    Thus  far  nothing  has  been  accomplished. 

No.  14114.  Olass. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  America  reports 
thot  a  dealer  in  his  district  wants  to  receive  price  lists  from  American  exporters 
of  plate  and  common  window  glass,  glass  for  mirrors,  colored  glass,  etc.  It  Is 
explained  that  the  firm  has  considerable  quantities  of  glass  in  stock  at  present, 
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but  will  be  Interested  in  American  glass  toward  the  end  of  tbe  present  year. 
Correspondence  sboald  be  in  Spanlsb  or  Italian.    (Published  Oct  24,  1914.) 

The  inquirer  reports  that  no  replies  were  received. 

Antomoblles,  Hardware^  etc. 

No.  14118.  Automobiles,  hardtcarc,  etc. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Latin  America  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  his  district  which 
Is  desirous  of  getting  Into  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
with  a  view  of  representing  them  on  a  commission  basis.  The  firm  is  interrated 
in  the  following  lines:  Automobiles  and  parts,  lubricating  oils,  raw  cotton 
and  tow,  tiles,  china  and  earthen  ware,  paper,  hardware  and  Icitchen  utensils, 
toys,  calcium  carbide,  cement,  shoes,  leather,  and  tanners'  and  shoemalcers'  sup- 
plies, canned  fruit  and  vegetables,  office  supplies.  Ink,  pencils,  typewriters,  furni- 
ture in  general,  metals,  tools,  drugs  and  drug  sundries,  garden  seed,  picture 
framings,  paints  and  varnishes,  etc.  The  firm  desires  catalogues,  price  lists, 
etc.,  covering  the  above  lines.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.  Refer- 
ences are  given.     (Published  Oct.  24,  1914.) 

The  foregoing  note  brought  the  inquirer  more  than  100  replies^ 
None  of  these  has,  however,  led  to  business.  The  number  of  letters 
received  from  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  automobiles  and  sup- 
plies was  particularly  striking.  Much  of  the  correspondence  was  in 
^nglish,  and  in  few  cases  was  the  fact  that  the  inquirer  is  a  commis- 
sion merchant  and  not  an  importer  taken  into  account. 

The  inquirer  calls  attention  to  the  following  case:  A  catalogue  was 
received  from  an  American  manufacturer  already  having  an  exclusive 
agency  in  Buenos  Aires  for  this  territory,  although  no  mention  was 
made  of  this  fact.  The  inquirer  found  a  customer  and  communicated 
with  the  manufacturer,  who  referred  the  matter  to  his  Buenos  Aires 
representative.  The  latter  managed  to  get  the  business  over  the  head 
of  the  local  commission  merchant.  Due  mention  of  existing  arrange- 
ments at  the  outset  would  have  saved  the  local  dealer  annoyance  and 
loss  of  time. 

Canned  Ooods — Iron  and  Steel. 

No.  14124.  Canned  goods.— A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
South  America  states  that  a  commission  merchant  wants  to  get  in  touch  with 
American  exporters  of  canned  products,  particularly  vegetables  and  paraffin 
candle&    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.    (Published  Oct.  24,  1914.) 

The  inquirer  received  replies  from  a  milling  company,  a  vegetable 
canning  f actorv,  a  fruit  canners'  association,  and  a  company  preparing 
canned  fish.    Correspondence  is  still  being  carried  on. 

No.  14136.  Iron  and  steel. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  America 
transmits  a  request  from  a  dealer  in  his  district  who  wishes  to  represent,  on 
a  commission  basis,  American  manufacturers  who  are  In  iwsltlon  to  make 
prompt  delivery  of  large  orders  for  Iron  and  steel  products,  hardware,  Portland 
cement,  pitch  and  white  pine,  and  spruce  in  cargo  lots,  etc.  Full  Information 
relative  to  this  opportunity  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.     (Published  Oct.  26,  1914.) 

The  inquirer  reports  that  he  received  30  replies.  Some  of  these 
led  to  correspondence,  although  nothing  has  been  accomplished  thus 
far.  The  inquirer  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  establish  business  relations  by  correspondence.  He  is 
also  inclined  to  think  that  his  correspondents  lacked  facilities  for 
direct  relations  with  foreign  markets  and  desired  to  sell  their  prod- 
ucts f.  o.  b.  factory,  leaving  all  further  arrangements  and  responsi- 
bility to  customers. 
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Hardware  or  Eleotrloal  Supplies. 

No.  14187.  Hardware  or  electrical  guppUei. — A  consular  officer  forwards  the 
name  of  an  American  now  residing  in  South  America  who  desires  to  represent 
an  exporting  house  handling  a  general  line  of  hardware  or  electrical  supplies. 
These  lines  are  especially  desired,  but  other  good  lines  will  be  considered.  The 
man  wishes  to  cover  all  of  South  America  as  a  traveling  representative  on  a 
salary  and  commission  basis.  He  has  had  nine  years'  experience  In  that 
country  and  speaks  Spanish.  American  references  are  submitted.  (Published 
Oct.  28, 1914.) 

The  following  communication  has  been  received  from  the  inquirer : 
"I  beg  to  say  that  I  have  received  letters  from  several  firms  who 
handle  hardware,  and  also  from  electrical  supply  houses,  offering  their 
lines  for  sale  on  a  commission  basis  only.  Before  going  into  any  deal 
with  a  concern  I  have  made  inquiries  regarding  prices  for  the  differ- 
ent lines  which  have  been  offered  me  from  the  States  and  compared 
them  with  the  prices  the  merchants  paid  previously  to  European 
dealers.  I  find  that  nearly  all  the  firms  that  sent  me  letters  and 
catalogues  have  sent  their  catalogues  broadcast  to  practically  every 
dealer  here  offering  their  lines  tor  sale.  Now,  it  is  impossible  for 
anyone  to  sell  American  goods  on  commission  if  the  dealers  know  the 
wholesale  price  of  everything  he  offers.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have 
not  received  anything  satisfactory  to  my  wishes,  as  I  stated  I  would 
like  to  represent  a  good  concern  as  their  traveler  on  salary  and  com- 
mission and  all  traveling  expenses  paid  by  the  firm." 
Chnreh  Decoratioa* — Resin,  Soda,  and  Tar  Oil. 

No.  14361.  Church  decorationt,  etc. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  South 
America  reports  that  an  importer  of  church  decorations  of  ail  kinds  desires  to 
get  into  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  artificial  leaves,  flowers,  and 
plants  suitable  for  church  decoration.  It  is  explained  that  the  firm  now  has 
catalogues  from  American  manufacturers,  but  has  not  been  able  to  place 
orders  on  account  of  the  high  prices  quoted.  Catalogues  and  correspondence 
should  be  in  Spanish.    (PubUshed  Nov.  7,  1914.) 

No  replies  were  received  to  this  inquiry. 

No.  14765.  Resin,  caustic  soda,  etc. — ^A  manufacturing  firm  In  South  America 
desires  to  enter  Into  relations  with  American  exporters  of  resin ;  caustic  soda ; 
and  a  commodity  which  the  firm  descrll)es  as  "  light  tar  oil,  a  by-product  of 
gas  works,  distilled  from  bleck;  acelte  de  alquitran  livlano."  It  is  stated  that 
the  firm  purchases  on  n  cash  basis  and  offers  references.  Correspondence  mnst 
be  in  Spanish.    (Published  Dec.  12,  1014.) 

This  inquiry  brought  seven  replies,  all  of  which  referred  to  resin 
or  caustic  soda  or  both.  Prices  and  terms  were  satisfactory,  and  the 
inquirer  was  particularly  impressed  by  the  eagerness  of  corre- 
spondents to  enter  this  market.  None  of  the  replies  referred  to  light 
tar  oil.  The  inquirer  is  particularly  interested  in  this  product,  with- 
out which  the  others  are  of  no  value  for  his  purposes.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  further  correspondence. 
Advertising  Koveltles — Oasoline  or  Crude-Oil  Engines. 

No.  14769.  Almanacs  and  advertising  novelties,  etc. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  South  America  reports  that  a  Arm  in  his  district  desires  to  form  com- 
mercial relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  almanacs  and  advertising 
novelties  in  general ;  candy  boxes,  trays,  ribbons,  etc.,  for  confectioners ;  letters 
and  ribbons  for  florists ;  ribbons  for  milliners,  dressmakers,  etc.  The  firm  will 
consider  any  additional  novelties.  It  is  explained  that  the  firm  does  business  on 
a  cash  basis  and  desires  full  data  as  to  prices  and  terms.  Catalogues  and 
samples  should  be  sent  at  an  early  date.  Corresi)ondence  should  be  in  Spanish, 
French,  or  Italian.     (Published  Dec.  12,  1914.) 
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The  inquirer  received  five  letters  from  firms  oflfering,  respectively, 
advertisements  on  cloth,  pencils,  advertising  novelties  in  general, 
balloon  with  advertisements,  and  wire.  None  of  these  articles  proved 
acceptable  and  no  business  resulted  from  the  note.  (It  may,  how- 
ever, be  added  that  the  firm  has,  through  other  agencies,  established 
relations  with  American  exporters.) 

No.  14776.  Engines. — An  .American  consular  oflScer  In  South  America  adviaes 
that  an  ngent  In  his  district  wishes  to  secure  an  exclusive  agency  for  an  Amer- 
ican cngliie  similar  to  the' German  Otto  engine.  He  desires  catalogues  contain- 
ing full  descriptive  literature  and  illustrntions.  It  Is  explained  that  the  agent 
is  especially  interested  in  n  gasoline  engine  for  industrial  use,  but  will  consider 
engines  that  consume  crude  oil.  The  catalogues  and  correspondence  should 
be  In  Spanish,  but  may  be  in  Eugilsb.     (Published  Dec.  12,  1914.) 

The  inquirer  received  22  replies  relating  to  engines  and  some  mis- 
cellaneous correspondence  concerning  other  machinery.  He  states 
that  he  has  decided  to  do  nothing  for  the  present  owing  to  unsettled 
conditions  at  home  and  abroad. 

No.  14808.  Drugs,  pharmaceutical  specialties,  handages,  etc. — An  American 
consul  in  South  America  states  tliat  a-  company  in  his  district  is  desirous  of 
communicating  with  American  manufacturers  of  drugs,  pharmaceutical  spe- 
cialties, orthopedic  and  optical  supplies,  bandages,  etc.  The  firm  would  be 
glad  to  represent  American  houses.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 
(Published  Dec.  16,  1914.) 

Inquirer  reports  that  four  replies  were  received,  two  from  manu- 
facturers of  rubber  goods,  and  the  other  two  from  drug  and  optical 
supply  houses,  respectively.    The  firm  adds  that  no  orders  have  been 
placed  because  it  does  not  as  yet  know  the  terms  of  sale. 
Beinlts  IiMtraotlve  Bather  Than  Snoonraging. 

The  results  obtained  from  the  foregoing  twelve  trade  opportimity 
notes — selected  as  typical — are  instructive  rather  than  encouraging. 
In  the  first  place,  the  difficulty  of  establishing  business  relations  by 
correspondence  even  where  both  parties  are  interested  is  clearly 
demonstrated.  The  failure  of  many  firms  to  follow  recommenda- 
tions as  to  correspondence  and  to  take  into  account  the  wishes  of 
the  inquirer  is  also  apparent.  Commission  merchants  are  flooded 
with  letters  from  exporters  who  would  under  no  circumstances  sell 
on  a  commission  basis.  The  practical  difficulties  due  to  credit  terms 
and  shipping  facilities  are  also  illustrated. 

The  unsatisfactory  results  obtained  at  Rosario  may  be  attributed 
in  large  part  to  the  slowness  with  which  the  local  market  has  recu- 
perated ;  the  lack  of  frequent  direct  steamship  service ;  the  proximity 
of  Buenos  Aires,  which  often  absorbs  the  interest  of  the  American 
exporter,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  local  market,  which  has  in  the 

f>ast  been  very  thoroughly  worked  by  traveling  men  and  is  also 
argely  dominated  by  important  concerns  already  possessing  connec- 
tions with  the  principal  sources  of  supply.  Such  firms  seldom,  if 
ever,  have  occasion  to  apply  to  the  consulate  for  information  or  assist- 
ance. 

A  Hew  Oovenunent  Honthly. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  issued  volume 
1 — July,  1915 — No.  1,  of  its  Monthly  Review,  a  90-page  number, 
cojQtaining  much  valuable  information  concerning  labor  and  indus* 
tries  not  only  in  the  United  States  but  throughout  the  world. 
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THOBIUU  AND  MESOTHOBIITK  AS  UtEBlCKB  FBODTJCTS. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  this  country's  resources  of  monazito 
can  be  used  profitably  in  the  manufacture  of  the  chemical  products 
thorium  and  mesothorium,  and  that  the  latter  may  be  obtained  as  a 
by-product  from  thorium  nitrate  manufacture,  according  to  a  paper 
just  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines.  Thorium  nitrato 
is  used  extensively  in  making  incandescent  gas  mantles,  and  meso- 
thorium has  been  successfully  employed  in  therapeutics,  its  proper- 
ties being  similar  to  those  of  radium.  The  domestic  supply  of 
monazite  is  found  in  the  States  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  in 
Idaho,  and  in  the  black  sands  of  the  Pacific  slope. 

XlninK  Here  at  Standstill  for  Several  Year*. 

The  article  mentioned  on  "  Monazite,  thorium,  and  mesothorium," 
Technical  Paper  No.  110,  by  Karl  L.  Kithil,  mineral  technologist, 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  states  that  most  of  the  monazite  im- 
ported in  late  years  has  come  from  Brazil,  where  the  mineral  occurs 
]n  the  beach  sands  along  the  coast  of  certain  States,  and  where  it 
could  be  mined  more  cheaply  than  from  inland  placers.  The  mining 
of  monazite  in  the  United  States  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill 
f.ince  1906,  especially  since  the  price  for  thorium  nitrate  was  reduced 
by  European  manufacturers  to  such  an  extent  that  it  could  be  im- 
ported more  cheaply  than  it  could  be  made  here,  and  this  in  spite 
of  an  import  duty  of  25  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  the  salt. 

In  former  years,  especially  previous  to  1906,  there  existed  consid- 
erable activity  in  the  monazite  belt  of  North  and  South  Carolina 
and  many  hands  were  employed  to  mine  the  mineral.  Since  then 
practically  no  mining  of  this  mineral  has  been  done  in  these  and  other 
States  where  monazite  occurs.  It  is  believed  that  monazite  can  be 
mined  in  this  country  more  cheaply  than  heretofore,  provided  more 
modem  means  are  employed. 

The  paper  contains  a  full  description  and  references  to  occurrences 
of  the  mineral  in  this  country,  and  the  methods  used  in  the  mining 
of  monazite  sands  are  thoroughly  discussed.  The  best  methods  for 
the  separation  of  monazite  from  other  heavy  sands  are  given,  to- 
gether with  flow  sheets  and  other  technical  details. 

A  short  outline  of  analyses  for  thorium  is  given,  and  the  methods 
employed  in  the  chemical  manufacture  of  thorium  nitrate  and  me- 
sothorium are  referred  to.  The  complete  history  of  the  development 
of  this  industry  is  of  interest  and  is  brought  out  in  detail.  It  is  of 
further  interest  to  know,  for  instance,  that  in  spite  of  the  wonderful 
development  and  increased  use  of  the  metal  filament  lamp  the  con- 
sumption of  incandescent  gas  mantles  has  increased. 

Valuable  points  for  the  examination  and  valuation  of  monazite 
deposits  are  outlined  in  the  paper. 

[Copies  of  this  tecbnicnl  paper  may  be  bad  by  applying  to  tbe  Bureau  of 
Mines,  Washington,  D.  0.  An  article  on  "Brazilian  Monazite  "  was  published  in 
OoHMEBCE  Repobtb  foF  Mar.  16,  1915,  giving  a  review  of  the  world's  produc- 
tion, the  general  character  of  the  Brazilian  deposits,  the  changes  in  price,  and 
tbe  methods  of  marlietlng.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


813  COMMEBCB  BBPOBTS. 

irOKXIGir  TABIFF8. 
CUUIA. 

[Vice  CoDsnl  Alvln  W.  GUbert,  NankbiB,  July  2,  1016.1 
Opening  of  7 nkow  to  ForeiKs  Trade. 

Cn  July  1,  1915,  the  announcement  was  made  by  the  local  officials 
that  the  harbor  limits  of  the  port  of  Nanking  had  been  extended 
across  the  river  so  as  to  include  the  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway 
wharves,  and  that  the  commissioner  of  customs  at  Nanking  would 
henceforth  have  jurisdiction  over  all  goods  passing  over  the  wharves 
of  the  railway  at  Pukow.  This  action  is  the  first  definite  step  toward 
making  it  possible  for  foreigners  to  trade  at  Pukow  in  conformity 
with  the  President's  recent  proclamation  opening  that  port  to  foreign 
trade. 

The  regulations  of  the  port  have  not  as  yet  been  promulgated, 
nor  have  the  limits  of  foreign  residence  been  defined.  It  is  Imown, 
however,  that  the  entire  area  to  be  occupied  will  have  to  be  filled  in 
to  a  height  of  about  11  feet  in  order  to  raise  it  above  high  water 
and  that  a  Chinese  syndicate  has  control  of  it.  The  Pukow  commis- 
sioner is  now  in  Peking  arranging  the  details  of  regulations  and 
boundaries  of  foreign  residence. 

CUBA. 

[Cnstoms  circular  No.  11,  Jul;  IS,  1915.] 
Further  laoreate  In  Duty  on  Alpargatas. 

By  law  of  July  3, 1915,  in  effect  July  7,  a  surtax  of  15  per  cent  ad 
valorem  is  imp<»ed  on  alpargatas  imported  into  Cuba  after  the  ex- 
piration of  a  period  of  60  days  from  the  promulgation  of  the  law. 
["Alpargatas"  is  the  Spanish  name  for  a  species  of  footwear  that 
does  not  contain  leather,  consisting  of  an  upper  and  heel  piece  of 
canvas  and  a  sole  of  hemp.]  The  duty  on  alpargatas  from  the  United 
States,  prescribed  by  the  tariff  and  inclusive  of  the  increase  provided 
for  by  the  decree  of  June  4, 1912,  is  $0,416  per  dozen.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  article  is  subject  to  a  preferential  reduction  of  20  per 
cent  upon  importation  from  the  United  States,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  the  new  surtax  applicable  to  American  alpargatas  will  be  only 
12  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The  same  law  provides  also  for  the  admis- 
sion of  cotton  tapes  for  the  manufacture  of  alpargatas  at  the  reduced 
rate  of  $0.12075  per  Idlo  (on  importation  from  the  United  States) , 
prescribed  by  tariff  No.  128A  for  cotton  tapes  to  be  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  reins,  headstalls,  and  girths. 

SXrrCH  EAST  IHDIES. 
[Nachrlchten  fUr  Handel,  Indastrle  und  Landwlrtachaft,  Hay  19,  191B.] 
Changei  In  Tariff  Valuation. 

The  latest  list  of  official  valuations  for  goods  imported  into  the 
Dutch  East  Indies  contains,  among  other  changes,  the  following: 
Group  23,  American  meat  in  so-called  English  1-poimd  cans,  per  can, 
0.40  crown ;  the  same  in  2-pound  cans,  per  can,  0 JO  crown  (formerly 
0.55  crown).  In  the  old  schedule  both  American  and  Australian 
canned  meat  had  a  valuation  of  0.32  crown  for  the  pound  can  and 
0.55  crown  for  the  2-pound  can.  The  old  rates  have  been  retained 
for  the  Australian  meat.    [Crown,  $0,402.] 
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VXUQVAt. 
[Diario  Ofldal,  June  15,  1«15.] 
Xegrnlation  for  JCarUng  Edible  Vegetable  Oils. 

An  Uruguayan  decree  of  June  14, 1915,  postpones  until  January  1, 
1916,  the  full  operation  of  the  law  of  December  2,  1914,  concerning 
the  marking  of  receptacles  containing  edible  vegetable  oils,  referred 
to  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  page  48,  and  prescribes  fur- 
ther regulations.  During  the  year  1915  it  will  be  sufficient  if  there  is 
stamped  on  the  metallic  containers  or  printed  on  the  labels  of  bottles 
in  Spanish  or  Italian  the  bind  and  quantity  of  oil ;  and  if  there  are 
two  or  more  kinds  of  oil  in  one  container,  the  proportion  of  each. 
After  January  1, 1916.  all  edible  vegetable  oils  imported  must  show 
the  above  data,  stamped  on  the  same  side  as  the  manufacturer's 
mark  in  the  case  of  metal  containers,  or  printed  on  the  principal 
labels  in  the  case  of  bottles,  in  letters  of  at  least  1  centimeter  in 
height.  The  inscription  should  be  in  Spanish,  without  abbreviation. 
The  same  requirements  apply  in  the  case  of  oils  imported  in  large 
containers  to  be  repacked  for  retail  sale.  In  stating  the  contents, 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  volume  or  net  weight,  or  to  the  gross 
weight,  with  an  indication  of  tare,  a  tolerance  of  5  per  cent  being 
allowed  in  each  case. 

Oil  produced  from  one  kind  of  seed  or  fruit  should  bear  an  in- 
scription showing  the  seed  or  fruit,  as,  for  example,  olive  oil  should 
be  marked  "Aceite  de  oliva,"  cottonseed  oil  "Aceite  de  algodon." 
Mixed  oils  must  be  marked  so  as  to  show  the  edible  character  of  the 
oil  and  the  proportion  of  each  ingredient.  For  example,  a  mixture  of 
60  per  cent  of  cottonseed  oil  and  40  per  cent  of  peanut  oil  should 
be  marked  "Aceite  comestible  de  algodon  60%  y  mani  40%." 

Edible  oils  insufficiently  refined,  containing  more  than  5  per  cent 
of  oleic  acid  or  foreign  substances,  as  also  those  which  are  artificially 
colored,  are  prohibited. 

VENEZTTEIA. 

[Cbarg£  d' Affaires  Alezaiider  Benson,  Caracas,  July  3,  1015.] 
New  Customs  Tariff. 

The  Venezuelan  Congress  has  enacted  a  new  tariff  law,  which  was 
approved  on  June  16,  1915,  and  went  into  effect  immediately. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  new  law  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
it  was  intended  primarily  to  codify  the  numerous  executive  decrees 
issued  during  the  last  few  years,  providing  for  new  tariff  classifica- 
tions, rather  than  to  make  any  radical  changes  in  rates  of  duty. 
While  the  rates  of  duty  on  some  articles  have  been  changed  by  trans- 
fer from  one  tariff  class  to  another,  in  the  case  of  other  articles  the 
change  was  made  by  the  addition  or  modification  of  the  surtax, 
which  is  provided  for  in  the  case  of  some  articles  and  which  is  sepa- 
rate from  the  general  surtax  of  56.55  per  cent  of  the  duty,  applicable 
to  all  imports. 

In  addition  to  the  changes  in  the  rates  proper,  some  of  which  are 
shown  in  the  table  below,  there  is  a  provision  in  article  17,  affecting 
the  method  of  calculating  the  general  surtax  of  55  per  cent  of  the 
duty,  which  will  result  in  a  considerable  increase  m  the  rates  on 
articles  for  which  special  ad  valorem  surtaxes  are  provided.  Ac- 
cording to  the  method  previously  used,  ad  valorem  surtaxes  were  not 
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subject  to  the  general  surtax  of  55  per  cent  of  the  duty,  while  under 
the  new  provision  ad  valorem,  as  well  as  specific  surtaxes,  are  to  be 
added  to  the  basic  duty  for  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  general 
surtax. 

The  following  table  shows  the  most  important  changes  in  rates 
provided  for  by  the  new  tariff  (bolivar,  $0.193 ;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds)  : 


Tarifl 
•Na 

Articlu. 

Rates   In    boUvars 
per  Ulo  (exdu- 
sJve  •  of    censral 
surtax    of  56.55 
per  cent  of  duty). 

New. 

Old. 

IS 

Free. 
2.  SO 
.3125 
.375 
.75 
1.875 
.275 
1.875 
.8625 
21.00 
3.75 
1.875 
.2875 
11.50 
12.50 
23.00 
23.00 
1.875 
3.75 
.IS 
.18 
.375 
.8375 

0.05 

48 

Artillclal  batter 

.2875 

49 

Fare  butter 

M 

Harness , 

.25 

■  102 

.25 

17.S 

Cotton  waddinx 

1.25 

2ii3 

.25 

308 

Playing  cards 

1.25 

320 

niank  boots 

.75 

33.3 

Gold  jewelry 

£0.00 

336 

Silver-ptoled  tableware 

2.50 

3.50 

Ocrman  silver  lableward 

2.50 

515 

.25 

525 

Yams  of  silk,  mixed  with  othermAterials 

11.00 

'  626 

Yams  of  artificial  aOk 

2a  CO 

627 

Yarns  of  pare  sUk 

20.00 

659 

Ready-made  clothiog  of  silk  or  artificial  silk 

20.00 

683 

1.25 

780 

Perfumery  not  specified ,..,.,..,...,..... 

2.  SO 

S2S 

Iron  tanks  weigbine  lees  than  lOO  kilos 

.10 

84!) 

Machines  not  specified  weighing  less  than  lOOkilaa 

.10 

871 

Baby  carriages 

.75 

967 

Paints  prepared  for  enameling.......... 

1.25 

An  official  copy  of  the  Venezuelan  tariff  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be  loaned  to  interested 
parties  upon  application. 

[DUrlo  oactal,  June  19,  1915.] 
Kegnlatlons  for  Sale  of  Butter. 

A  Venezuelan  law  of  June  19, 1916,  prescribes  a  standard  of  purity 
for  butter  and  forbids  the  sale  of  that  containing  any  adulteration. 
For  this  purpose  common  salt  as  well  as  preservatives,  vegetable  oils, 
alum,  soda,  etc.,  are  regarded  as  adulterants.  Dealers  are  required 
to  give  immediate  notice  of  the  receipt  of  a  consignment  of  butter  in 
order  that  it  may  be  inspected  and  stamped,  the  mspection  fee  being 
0.50  bolivar  per  20  kilos  for  butter  in  bulk  and  0.25  bolivar  per  pack- 
age when  in  packages  of  2  to  5  kilos.  Butter  in  cans  containing  more 
than  5  but  not  more  than  20  kilos  is  subject  to  an  inspection  fee  of 
0.50  bolivar  per  can,  and  for  each  additional  10  kilos  or  fraction 
thereof  a  fee  of  0.25  bolivar  is  prescribed.  For  the  present  the  law 
is  to  be  enforced  only  in  the  Federal  District,  in  which  is  situated  the 
city  of  Caracas.  [Bolivarj  $0.193 ;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds.  A  copy  of 
these  regulations  in  Spanish  is  on  file  in  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon 
request.] 
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lOacete  Oaclal,  June  23  and  26,  lOlC] 
Hew  Internal  Tax  on  Liquors. 

A  new  Venezuelan  internal-revenue  law  i)roviding  for  increased 
consumption  taxes  on  alcoholic  liquors  went  into  effect  July  1,  1915, 
superseding  the  previous  laws  on  that  subject.  According  to  the 
new  law  all  alcoholic  liquors  manufactured  within  the  country  by 
the  distillation  of  fermented  saccharine  liquids  are  subject  to  a  tax 
of  0.45  bolivar  per  liter  if  the  alcoholic  strength  does  not  exceed  50" 
and  0.01  bolivar  per  liter  for  each  degree  of  alcoholic  strength  in 
excess  of  50°.  (Bolivar,  $0,193;  liter,  1.0507  quarts.)  Im- 
ported liquors  of  an  alcoholic  strength  not  exceeding  50°  are 
subject  to  the  following  taxes:  Brandy  and  rum,  1.25  bolivar  per 
liter  (formerly  0.714  bolivar  for  brandy  not  exceeding  21°  and  1.286 
bolivars  for  rum) ;  gin,  bitters,  anisette,  and  the  like,  1.50  bolivars 
per  liter  (formerly  1.428  bolivars  per  liter) ;  and  brandy,  cognac, 
whisky,  etc.,  2.50  bolivars  per  liter  (formerly  2.143  bolivars).  For 
liquors  of  an  alcoholic  strength  exceeding  50°  the  tax  is  in- 
creased proportionately.  Beer  of  domestic  manufacture  is  subject 
to  a  tax  of  0.15  bolivar  per  liter,  while  the  tax  on  imported  beer  is 
0.30  bolivar.  The  tax  on  imported  liquors  is  collected  at  the  same 
time  as  the  import  duties,  which  remain  the  same  as  before.  If 
liquor  upon. which  the  internal  tax  has  been  paid  is  exported  or  used 
in  the  manufacture  of  denatured  alcohol,  a  refund  of  the  taxes  wiU  be 
made  upon  compliance  with  the  rules  prescribed. 

A  later  decree  of  June  26,  1915,  provides  that  liquors  imported 
before  July  1, 1915,  shall  pay  the  difference  between  the  rate  formerly 
in  effect  and  the  new  rates,  and  further  regulates  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  liquors. 

TO  CHECK  ECONOMIC  WASTE  IN  lOBSTEB  INDXTSTET. 

Besolutions  were  adopted  at  the  summer  conference  on  the  lob- 
ster industry  held  at  Woods  Hole,  Mass.,  expressing  unqualified 
confidence  in  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  dealing  with  the  problem  of  the  decrease  in  the  source  of 
the  lobster  supply,  which  has  resulted  from  wasteful  methods.  The 
resolutions  urged  the  public  necessity  of  "checking  the  enormous 
economic  waste  now  existing,  particularly  in  the  destruction  of 
lobster  eggs  and  of  lobsters  below  and  above  the  optimum  market 
size,  the  avoidable  loss  both  in  capture  and  in  transportation,  the 
unfair  practices  in  interstate  shipments,  and  the  insanitary  metnods 
of  marketing  lobster  meat." 

Members  of  the  conference  urged  work  in  the  direction  of  a 
greater  natural  production  of  lobster  eggs  and  the  rearing  of  a 
greater  number  of  young  from  the  eggs  naturally  produced.  It  is 
suggested  by  them  that  there  is  need  of  State  regulation  of  methods 
of  capture  and  possession  and  Federal  regulation  relative  to  inter- 
state shipments. 

Besides  the  delegates,  there  were  in  attendance  at  the  meeting 
several  biologists  who  have  devoted  much  attention  to  the  lobster, 
together  with  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  the 
Deputy  Commissioner,  and  several  other  members  of  the  bureau's 
staff. 
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COAL  FOB  KOirOO  AHO  ANGOLA. 

[Vice  Consul  Harry  A.  HcBride,  Boom,  Kongo,  June  11.1 

The  consumption  of  coal  and  coke  in  Belgian  Kongo  is  not  of  as 

f^reat  importance  as  in  some  of  the  other  African  colonies,  but  it  is 
arge  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants  and  when  it  is 
taken  into  consideration  that  the  development  of  this  part  of  Africa 
has  been  going  on  only  about  30  years.  The  value  of  the  imports 
during  1911  and  1912  (the  latest  years  for  which  detailed  statistics 
are  available)  is  given  herewith : 


Imported  from— 

Coal  (briquets). 

Colca. 

Soft  coal. 

1911 

1913 

1911 

1913 

1911 

1913 

Belgium 

194,  M3 

t70,814 

*14,810 

tl6,4(n 

20,355 

13,815 

38 

(3,515 

$13, 77* 
2M 

Britisli  South  Africa 

7,926 
8,443 

6,617 
20,875 

7;  643 
4,157 

453 

393 

United  Kingdom 

6,976 

Total 

111,313 

98,206 

36,610 

50,604 

3,967 

31,435 

Pint  Imports  of  American  Coal. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  colony  Jises  an  average  of  $100,000  worth  of 
briquets  per  year,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  hitherto  been  im- 
ported from  Belgium.  The  chief  consumer  of  this  sort  of  fuel  in 
Kongo  is  the  Colonial  Government,  which  uses  coal  for  its  steamers 
on  the  lower  Kongo  River.  The  Matadi-Leopoldville  Railway  has 
also  been  an  importer  in  the  past,  but  has  now  installed  oil-burning 
locomotives,  so  that  at  present  practically  all  of  the  imports  are  for 
State  use. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  local  engineers  ore  Belgian  and  h.ive 
been  accustomed  to  the  employment  of  coal  in  briquets  (patent  fuel), 
it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  introduce  American  coal 
imder  ordinary  circumstances.  The  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe,  how- 
ever, cutting  off  the  supply  made  it  necessary  to  turn  to  America, 
and  an  order  for  2,700  tons  of  West  Virginia  coal  sent  to  the  Unitf^ 
States  arrived  here  in  November  last  on  the  Hawaiian.  The  price 
of  this  coal  in  the  United  States  was  $3.05  per  ton  and  the  freight 
thereon  $12  per  ton,  being  unusually  high  on  account  of  the  war 
risks.  The  price  formerly  paid  for  the  briquets  from  Belgium 
was  $13.03. 
American  Competition  Possible. 

The  first  trials  of  the  American  product  failed  to  give  satisfaction 
as  the  engineers  did  not  know  how  to  use  it  to  the  best  advantage 
and  considerable  waste  resulted ;  but  now  it  has  been  found  that  the 
steam-producing  qualities  of  the  American  coal  are  as  great  as,  if 
not  greater  than,  those  of  the  Belgian  product,  and  further  orders 
may  go  to  the  United  States.  [The  name  of  the  office  that  should 
be  addressed  by  American  firms  interested  in  making  offers  for  sup- 

gying  the  colony  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
omestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices  by  referring  to  File  No. 
64124.] 

It  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  producers  in  the  United  States  to 
offer  good  quality  coal  at  prices  below  those  formerly  paid  b^  the 
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^  ctAonj.  The  latest  proposals  for  furnishing^  briquetted  coal  for 
%ongo  were  opened  on  October  17,  1913,  at  Brussels,  and  the  bids 
f.  o.  b.  Antwerp  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos  (2,204.6  pounds)  were  $4.72, 
$4.75,  $4.97,  $5.16,  and  $5.21,  The  offer  of  $4.75  per  ton  was  ac- 
cepted. The  diflSculty  for  American  exporters  in  making  arrange- 
ments for  permanently  furnishing  the  supply  would  be  m  freight 
rates.  The  former  rate  on  Belgian  coal  from  Antwerp  to  Boma  or 
Matadi  was  $7.53  per  ton  with  10  per  cent  primage,  or  in  all  $8.28, 
and  the  price  of  briquets  delivered  in  Kongo  was  thus,  as  before 
stated,  $13.03  per  ton. 

However,  arrangements  could  probably  be  made  with  Elder 
Dempster  &  Co.,  who  operate  9  direct  line  from  New  York  to  other 
porta  of  West  Africa,  for  bringing  coal  direct  to  Kongo  if  the 
amount  of  cargo  offered  were  sufficient.  Judging  from  the  freight 
on  coal  from  New  York  to  other  ports  in  this  vicinity,  the  rates 
would  be  approximately  $6.75  to  $7.25.  The  New  York  agent  of  the 
line  is  Mr.  Daniel  Bacon,  Produce  Exchange. 

Coke  and  Soft  Coal. 

Coke  has  been  used  in  Kongo  only  during  the  past  three  or  four 
years,  since  the  opening  of  the  copper  mines  in  the  Katanga  district 
(Union  Miniere  du  Haut-Katanga,  Elizabethville,  Kongo) ,  and  the 
first  imports  came  from  Belgium.  The  development  of  the  mines 
has  been  rapid,  and  it  was  found  such  large  quantities  of  coke  would 
be  required  that  it  would  be  more  economical  to  obtain  the  same 
locally.  During  1913  the  two  coke  batteries  of  22  ovens  each  that  the 
Union  Miniere  installed  near  the  mines  produced  3,000  tons  of  good 
metallurgical  coke  per  month  from  coal  supplied  by  the  Wankie 
Collieries  near  Victoria  Falls,  Rhodesia,  and  the  result  was  so  satis- 
factory that  the  mining  company  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  col- 
lieries for  the  supply  of  60,000  tons  of  coal  and  40,000  tons  of  coke 
per  annum  for  a  period  of  10  years  beginning  July  1,  1915.  The 
prices  called  for  in  the  contract  have  not  been  given  out.  Thus,  al- 
though large  quantities  of  coke  will  be  consumed  in  Katanga  in  the 
future  there  is  little  probability  that  any  of  the  supply  will  be  im- 
ported from  other  continents.  The  small  quantities  used  in  Lower 
K<mgo  are  almost  entirely  supplied  from  the  coke  oven  operated  by 
State  prisoners  at  Malela,  near  Banana. 

Practically  all  of  the  soft  or  pit  coal  imported  into  Kongo  is  for 
use  in  forges  on  the  State  steamers  on  the  Kongo  River  and  in  the 
Gfovemment  shops  at  Boma.  The  quality  of  coal  now  employed  for 
this  purpose  is  a  sort  of  low-grade  cannel  coal  called  "  demi  grasse  " 
(half  fat),  which  costs  about  $4.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Antwerp.  The 
freight  rate  from  that  port  to  Kongo  is  the  same  as  on  the  coal  in 
briquets.  This  is  another  article,  unobtained  at  present  from  the 
former  source  of  sui>ply,  which  could  be  furnished  by  American 
firms  and  shipped  with  the  ordinary  coal  if  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments could  oe  made  with  the  steamship  company.  The  consump- 
tion, however,  as  shown  in  the  statistics,  is  small. 

The  Xarket  in  Aneola. 

The  most  recent  statistics  of  the  Portuguese  colony  of  Angola 
show  the  imports  of  coal  in  1908  to  have  reached  a  value  of  $142,930, 
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and  in  1909,  $194,929.    The  coal  imported  during  1909  was  destined 
for  the  following  uses: 

Imported  (or—  Tons.        Valoa. 

Qeaeral consumption, landed  atLoenda 22,709         $118,1(10 

The  Ixianda-Ambaca  Railway,  Loanda 8,531  {3,7811 


The  State  Railway,  Mossamedes 1,030  7,200 

TheBengueUa  Railway,  Loblto 2,507  16,783 

Total 34,887  194,929 

All  of  the  imports  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  8,000  tons  from  British  South  Africa. 

Bsllway  and  Coaling  Companies  the  Chief  Consumers. 

The  consumption  of  this  sort  of  fuel  in  Angola  has  increased  con- 
siderably since  the  above  statistics  were  published.  A  large  part  of 
the  imports  at  Loanda  are  for  a  British  coaling  concern  (Angola 
Coaling  Co.),  which  sells  the  fuel  to  steamers  calling  at  that  port, 
and  as  the  number  of  vessels  entering  Loanda  has  risen  to  some  ex- 
tent, there  is  now  a  larger  demand.  All  three  of  the  railways  men- 
tioned above  have  been  extended  farther  inland  and  are  now  consum- 
ing greater  amounts  of  coal,  this  being  especially  true  in  the  case  of 
the  Benguella  Railway.  It  is  estimated  that  the  Colony  now  uses 
about  50,000  tons  of  coal  annually. 

Cardiff  coal  retails  in  Angola  at  $15  per  ton,  but  it  is  little  used 
locally  on  account  of  the  high  price  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  in 
most  parts  of  the  territory  a  good  quality  of  mangrove  wood  may  be 
obtained  for  $1  per  ton,  cartage  extra.  Wood  fuel  is  therefore  used 
almost  entirely  in  the  interior  and  also  in  the  seacoast  towns  by  sugar 
mills,  coffee  plantations,  electric  plants,  and  other  industrial  enter- 
prises. 

_  Because  of  the  increased  prices  of  British  coal,  both  the  railways 
and  the  coaling  company  before  mentioned  may  now  be  interested  in 
making  trials  of  American  coal.  This  office  has  received  information 
to  the  effect  that  the  coaling  company  is  already  making  arrange^ 
inents  for  the  purchase  of  a  full  cargo  in  the  United  States.  ' 


CANADIAN  NATIONAL  EXHIBITION  AT  TORONTO. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Canada,  Aug.  6.] 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition 
held  last  year,  August  29-September  14,  after  the  war  had  begun,  the 
officers  of  the  association  have  made  all  the  arrangements  for -the 
annual  exposition  this  year,  August  28-September  13.  The  park  in 
which  the  Canadian  National  Exhibitions  are  held  embraces  264 
acres  in  the  western  part  of  Toronto  along  the  shore  of  Lake  On- 
tario, which  offers  good  opportunities  for  aquatic  events.  The  per- 
manent exhibition  buildings,  which,  with  the  park,  are  owned  by  the 
city  of  Toronto,  were  erected  at  a  cost  of  more  than  $2,500,000.  It 
is  announced  that  all  the  floor  space  of  600,000  square  feet  has 
already  been  engaged  by  exhibitors,  of  whom  a  considerable  number 
come  from  the  United  States.  Large  exhibits  will  be  made  by  the 
agricultural,  industrial,  and  commercial  interests  of  the  Dominion. 
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(TlM  Consol  Harry  A.  McBrlde,  Boma,  Kongo,  May  31.] 

In  the  colonies  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Guinea  and  extending 
down  the  West  African  coast  as  far  as  Angola  the  almost  complete 
absence  of  gas  and  electricity  and  the  high  cost  of  coal  are  two  im- 
portant factors  which  lead  to  the  already  large  trade  in  petroleum, 
acetylene,  and  candles  for  lighting  purposes,  and  to  the  rapidly 
growing  interest  in  the  use  of  oil  as  fuel.  America  is  the  world  s 
largest  producer  of  illuminating  and  fuel  oils,  and  if  the  West 
African  market  were  properly  developed  very  few  orders  would  go 
to  other  countries. 

The  following  information  upon  the  oil  trade  of  various  West 
African  colonies  has  been  gathered  from  several  sources  and  will 
ffive  American  exporters  an  idea  of  conditions  as  they  existed  before 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe.  There  will  probably  be  an  increase 
in  the  trade  after  the  conflict  is  terminated,  and  there  is  also  promise 
of  better  permanent  shipping  facilities  from  New  York  to  West 
Africa. 
Imports  into  Belgian  Kongo. 

Belgian  Kongo  has  hitherto  been  a  comparatively  small  consumer 
of  oils,  but  is  likely  to  become  a  good  market  in  the  near  future  on 
account  of  the  installation  of  oil-burning  locbmotives  on  two  of  the 
railways  and  the  opening  of  the  pipe  line  from  Matadi  to  Leopold- 
ville,  which  will  make  possible  the  use  of  oil  as  fuel  on  all  the  river 
steamers  in  the  interior.  The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  im- 
ports of  petroleum  and  other  oils  into  Kongo  during  1911  and  1912 
(the  latest  years  for  which  detailed  statistics  are  available)  : 


Imported  trom— 

Petroleam. 

Other  oib  and 
greases. 

Candles. 

1911 

19U 

1911 

19U 

1911 

1912 

United  Ststas 

16,470 
6,823 

«3,0« 
6,669 

1238 

29,068 
1,162 
1,421 

tl26 

60,799 

2,242 

7,563 

Belfium 

(14,398 

1,049 

83 

tll.467 

Britlsb  Soutb  Africa 

18M 
611 

2,879 
2,771 
2,  CIS 
1,473 

6,753 
1,646 
4,135 
1,436 

Buasis  "     

1,499 
983 

1,4<» 
7SS 

2,561 
736 

2,108 

Othw  oouDirkB......  ...•....•..•. ........ 

846 

Total 

22,031 

22,678 

34,361 

62,999 

18,827 

16,825 

In  addition,  there  is  an  annual  consumption  of  carbide  of  calcium 
valued  at  about  $40,000. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  imports  of  petroleum  and  other  oils 
credited  in  the  statistics  to  Belgium,  Germany,  and  the  United  King- 
dom are  in  reality  American  products  coming  from  the  large  ware- 
houses and  deposit  tanks  in  those  countries.  In  November,  1914,  the 
Colonial  Government  imported  18,500  gallons  direct  from  the  United 
States,  and  notwithstanding  the  excessive  freight  rates,  war  insur- 
ance, etc.,  the  merchandise  arrived  at  Boma  at  such  a  reasonable  cost 
that  it  could  be  sold  at  rates  below  those  previously  charged  by  the 
local  merchants. 
Ilpe  Line  and  Its  Influence  on  the  Oil  Trade. 

A  report  upon  the  opening  of  the  pipe  line  from  Matadi  to  Leopold- 
yille  appeared  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  January  22, 
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1914.  The  line,  constructed  and  operated  by  the  Soci4t^  des  Petroles 
au  Congo,  is  220.  miles  in  len^h,  and  the  company  has  eight  reservoirs 
at  Ango-Ango  (Matadi)  with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  of  oil  each. 
The  first  trials  were  made  in  March  and  April,  1914,  with  700  tons  of 
heavy  oil  brought  from  the  Black  Sea.  It  was  found  that  this  oil 
was  too  heavy  for  the  pumps,  which  are  of  American  make,  and  a 
cargo  of  about  6,000  tons  of  gas  oil "  was  imported  from  the  United 
States  and  found  to  give  entire  satisfaction.  This  oil  is  now  being 
pumped  to  Leopoldville  and  is  used  by  a  few  steamers.  After  normal 
conditions  are  reestablished  in  Europe  and  the  trade  in  Central 
Africa  is  resumed,  more  oil-burning  steamers  will  be  added  to  the 
fleet  on  the  Upper  Kongo. 

The  railway  from  Matadi  to  Leopoldville  (Chemin  de  fer  du 
Congo)  has  installed  locomotives  using  oil  as  fuel,  and  the  whole  line 
has  been  in  operation  therewith  for  several  months,  30  oil-burning 
engines  being  now  in  use  and  10  more  soon  to  be  added  to  the  equip- 
ment. On  the  Mayumbe  Eailway,  running  north  from  Boma,  there 
are  now  4  oil-burning  locomotives.  Four  successive  tests  as  to  the 
economy  in  the  use  of  oil  fuel  on  this  line  showed  the  following 
results:  13.58  ounces  of  oil  per  ton-kilometer  (1  kilometer  =  0.6213? 
miles;  metric  ton  =  2,204.6  pounds)  ;  12.88  ounces,  12.52  ounces,  and 
the  last  test  12  ounces. 

Besides  the  steamers  on  the  Upper  Kongo  and  tributaries,  and  the 
railways  mentioned,  the  Hirondelle,  a  200-ton  steamer  on  the  Lower 
Kongo  has  been  converted  into  an  oil  burner,  and  it  is  probable  that 
the  Grands-Lacs  Eailway  from  Stanleyville  will  make  experiments 
with  oil  if  the  cost  of  transport  of  this  fuel  up  the  Kongo  Kiver 
can  be  lowered  suflSciently  to  make  the  use  thereof  economical. 
Sstimatcd  Fatnre  Consumption. 

Under  normal  conditions  the  amount  of  fuel  oil  used  in  Belgian 
Kongo,  exclusive  of  the  river  steamers,  is  estimated  at  20,000  tons 
per  year,  of  which  the  Matadi-Leopoldville  Railway  uses  14,000  to. 
15,000  tons.    It  is  thought  that  within  a  few  years  the  colony  will 
be  able  to  consume  annually  40,000  to  50,000  tons. 

The  Societe  des  Petroles  au  Congo,  however,  is  iuterested  in  ex- 
tending its  business  in  directions  other  than  simply  the  supply  of 
fuel  oil  for  local  use.  For  instance,  the  reservoirs  at  Ango-Ango 
may  be  used  for  various  kinds  of  oil,  and  there  would  appear  to  be 
a  good  trade  in  petroleum,  which  is  now  imported  exclusively  in- 
tins;  about  32^  pounds  of  oil  in  each  tin  and  2  tins  to  the  case,  mak- 
ing about  34  cases  to  the  long  ton.  There  would  be  a  large  saving 
if  the  petroleum  were  imported  in  bulk;  first,  in  ocean  freight;  sec- 
ond, in  statistical  tax,  which  is  based  on  packages;  and,  third,  in' 
railway  freight  in  Kongo,  which  is  charged  by  weight. 

The  gross  weight  of  a  case  of  oil  is  about  88  pounds,  whereas  the 
net  weight  is  only  65  pounds.  The  freight  rate  of  the  Matadi-Leo- 
poldville Eailway  on  oil  in  cases  is  $38.60  per  ton,  whereas  on  oil 
shipped  in  tank  cars  the  rate  is  only  $13.51  per  ton.  At  times,  when 
the  demand  is  great,  petroleum  could  also  be  pumped  to  Leopold- 
ville over  the  pipe  line,  the  rate  being  $10.62  per  ton,  thus  effecting 
a  further  saving. 

The  company  has  a  tank  steamer  of  100  tons  carrying  capacity  on 
the  Upper  Kongo,  and  a  barge  of  70  tons,  so  that  distribution  to  the 
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towns  in  the  interior  <m  the  Konffo,  Kasai,  Ubangi,  ^nd  Sanga  Bivera 
could  be  easiljr  effected,  leaving  Leopoldville  with  170  tons  of  oil  each 
trip.    In  addition  to  the  above  vessels,  there  are  10  smaller  barges, 

Belgian  Xongo  as  a  Distributing  Center. 

The  Kongo  Petroleum  Co.,  with  its  present  equipment,  is  in 
a  good  position  to  act  as  a  distributing  agent  for  oils,  not  only  for 
Kongo,  but  also  for  the  whole  West  Coast  of  Africa.  Within  a 
radius  of  500  miles  from  the  reservoirs  at  Ango-Ango  are  found 
Portuguese  Kongo,  Gabon,  San  Thome,  Spanish  Guinea,  and  An- 
gola, while  German  Southwest  Africa,  Kamerun,  Nigeria,  Dahomey, 
Togoland,  and  the  Gold  Coast  are  within  1,000  miles,  and  other 
colonies,  including  British  South  Africa  and  French  Senegal,  within 
1,500  to  2,000  miles.  The  tanks  at  Ango-Ango  will  accommodate 
various  kinds  of  oils  in  large  quantities,  and  the  company  has  a 
700-ton  tank  steamer  and  a  1,400-ton  oil  barge,  both  seagoing,  ready  to 
carry  cargoes  along  the  coast. 

A  letter  recently  received  from  the  companv  states:  "We  are 
already  doing  a  good  business  in  the  sale  of  fuel  oil  and  arc  in 
very  good  condition  to  start  the  sale  of  oils  of  other  kinds.  We 
now  receive  our  fuel  oil  hj  tank  steamer  from  the  United  States; 
kerosene  and  lubricating  oils  might  be  received  in  the  same  way, 
thus  saving  part  of  the  freight  and  loss  from  leakage."  The  direc- 
tor of  the  company  also  informs  this  office  that  the  cost  in  America 
of  the  first  cargo  of  gas  oil  was  $13  per  ton,  and  that  this  is  too  high 
to  enable  operations  along  the  coast.  If  some  American  exporters 
interested  in  the  West  African  market  are  in  position  to  furnish 
this  oil  at  $8  to  $10  per  ton  and  other  oils  at  proportionate  rates, 
the  director  believes  there  is  a  large  business  to  be  done  in  Kongo 
and  neighboring  colonies. 

Candles,  Carbide  of  Calclttm,  Etc. 

Candles  are  sold  in  Lower  Kongo  for  10  cents  per  1-pound  pack- 
age of  6,  or  at  wholesale  for  $4  per  case  of  50  packages,  most  of 
the  supply  having  come  from  Belgium  before  the  war,  but  20,000 
packages  were  imported  in  NovemMr,  1914,  from  the  United  States 
and  have  given  entire  satisfaction. 

The  carbide  of  calcium  is  retailed  at  Boma  and  other  towns  in  the 
vicinity  for  $12.55  per  package  of  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds).  This 
is  the  price  under  normal  conditions,  but  at  present  the  article  is 
scarce  and  "  war  prices  "  are  charged.  The  retail  price  of  petroleum 
at  Boma  and  Matadi  fluctuates  between  $2.51  and  $2.90  per  case,  and 
at  times  the  empty  tins  have  a  marketable  value  of  10  cents  each. 

There  are  10  or  12  street  lights  in  Boma  run  by  kerosene,  none  at 
Matodi,  and  only  a  few  at  Leopoldville. 
The  Market  In  Portuguese  Kongo. 

The  chief  ports  of  entry  in  Portuguese  Kongo  are  Landana,  in 
the  Enclave  of  Cabinda,  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  Noqui  on  the 
Kongo  River.  Thepopulation  of  Landana  numbers  about  100  whites 
and  700  natives.  The  receipts  of  .petroleum  at  this  port  amount  to 
between  200  and  300  cases  annually,  and  the  customs  duty  on  pe- 
troleum, gasoline,  oils,  candles,  carbide  of  calcium,  etc.,  is  12  per  cent 
ad  valorem.  The  port  is  an  open  roadstead ;  cargo  is  discharged  on 
tiie  beach  in  surf  boats,  the  charges  for  removal  to  the  warehouses 
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being  0.2  cent  per  case,  and  the  port  charges  for  steamers  $3  for  the 
bill  of  health  and  $8.60  for  port  dues. 

Up  to  the  present  time  a  considerable  part  of  the  petroleum  im- 
ports has  been  of  German  origin  and  the  remainder  Ainerican,  com- 
ing from  warehouses  at  Lisbon,  Portugal,  the  principal  kinds  being 
Woermann's  Lion  and  Flag  brands  and  American  bunflower.  Pe- 
troleum retails  at  $2.40  to  $2.60  per  case,  candles  at  15  to  18  cents 
per  pound  package,  and  carbide  of  calcium  at  about  11  cents  per 
package  of  1  kilo  (2.2046  pounds),  the  empty  petroleum  tins  havmg 
iio  marketable  value.  The  town  is  lighted  by  acetylene,  there  being 
only  5  or  6  lamps. 

At  Noqui  the  trade  is  smaller,  the  imports  of  petroleum  being  esti- 
mated at  200  cases  per  year,  the  retail  price  thereof  being  from  $2.50 
to  $2.70  per  case,  that  of  candles  15  cents  per  pound,  and  of  carbide 
of  calcium  17  cents  per  kilo  package.  The  customs  duties  are  the 
same  as  at  Landana.  The  imports  of  petroleum  up  to  the  present 
time  have  practically  all  been  of  German  origin,  the  Flag  brand 
being  most  in  use.  This  was  bought  at  Hamburg  for  $1.73  per  case, 
c.  i.  f.  Noqui,  and  arrived  on  German  steamers  direct  from  the  port 
of  lading.  The  landing  charges  are  0.5  cent  per  case  and  the  port 
charges  for  steamships  60  cents  for  the  bill  of  health  and  $2.60  for 
port  dues.  There  are  a  few  acetylene  lamps  for  lighting  the  town. 
Conditions  in  Angola. 

The  principal  ports  in  Angola  are  Loanda,  with  a  population  of 
about  18,000  (4,000  to  5,000  white  inhabitants) ;  Benguella,  popula- 
tion 4,000  to  5,000  (1,500  white) ;  Mossamedes,  with  3,500  mhabit- 
ants;  and  the  newly  made  port  of  Lobito  Bay.  The  total  imports 
of  petroleum  into  Angola  during  the  past  few  years  have  averaged 
about  19,000  cases,  of  which  12,000  were  landed  at  Loanda  and  the 
remainder  at  Benguella,  Lobito,  Mossamedes,  and  Novo  Redondo. 
The  total  imports  of  gasoline  are  about  140  cases  per  year,  all  of 
which  is  for  Loanda ;  of  carbide  of  calcium,  about  250  tons,  160  of 
which  are  consumed  at  the  same  port;  and  of  candles,  about  7,'800 
pounds. 

The  retail  price  of  petroleum  at  Loanda  is  $2.50  to  $2.70  per  cafie, 
at  Benguella  $2.65  to  $2.85,  and  at  Mossamedes  $2.80  to  $8;  the 
brands  used  at  the  first  port  being  chiefly  Atlantic,  Sunflower,  and 
X-Ray,  imported  from  Lisbon,  whereas  at  Benbuella  and  Mossa- 
medes Atlantic  brand  and  oils  of  German  and  Austrian  origin  are 
used.  Empty  petroleum  containers  have  no  value  except  at  Mossa- 
medes, where  the  tin  cans  are  sold  for  8  to  10  cents  each. 

Candles  are  retailed  at  Benguella  and  Mossamedes  at  16  cents  per 
pound  package,  and  2  cents  higher  at  Loanda.  The  customs  duties 
on  petroleum  in  Angola  are  0.0088  cent  per  pound  if  imported  in 
foreign  ships  and  20  per  cent  less  if  arriving  in  Portuguese  vessels 
from  Portugal,  other  taxes  amounting  to  approximately  2  per  cent 
of  the  value  oi  the  merchandise  being  added  thereto.  The  duty  on 
gasoline,  lamps,  and  lubricating  oil  is  about  12  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
and  that  on  carbide  of  calciuin  2  cents  per  pound.  There  is  an  octroi 
tax  on  petroleum  at  the  principal  ports  of  0.167  cent  per  poimd. 

Port  Charges  in  Angola — Kerosene  Lamps. 

At  most  ports  in  Angola  ships  are  anchored  in  the  bay  and  cargo  is 
discharged  in  barges  and  lighters,  the  landing  charges  at  Loanda  bft- 
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ing  4  cents  per  case  on  petroleum,  at  Benguella  2.3  cents,  and  at 
Mossamedes  2  cents  from  the  customhouse  to  the  warehouses.  The 
port  charges  for  vessels  are  5  cents  per  registered  ton  on  foreign  ships, 
2  cents  on  ships  flying  the  national  flag,  and  about  0.5  cent  on  coast- 
ing vessels;  bill  of  health,  $3;  customhouse  charges,  $9  per  ship;  and 
a  lighthouse  tax  of  $4.40.  All  these  charges  are  to  be  paid  at  each 
port  the  vessel  enters,  except  the  tonnage  charges,  which  are  collected 
at  the  first  port  of  entry,  and  thereafter  the  vessel  is  considered  as  in 
the  coasting  trade  until  it  leaves  the  last  port  in  the  Colony.  Sailing- 
ship  charges  are  10  cents  per  ton,  but  for  vessels  plying  regularly 
along  the  coast  the  payments  may  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  year. 
The  wage  paid  to  native  laborers  handling  cargo  averages  20  cents 
per  day,  but  at  some  ports  other  arrangements  may  be  made  by 
contract. 

Lobito  and  BengueDa  are  now  lighted  by  electricity,  but  at  Loanda 
and  Mossamedes  petroleum  lamps  are  still  employed,  about  750  of 
these  being  in  use  in  Loanda.  There  is  also  a  market  for  quantities 
of  the  old-style  cheaper  ^ades  of  kerosene  lamps  in  all  the  towns, 
as  the  houses  are  lighted  in  this  manner. 

At  rare  intervals  sailing  ships  with  cargoes  of  petroleum  arrive  at 
ports  in  Angola  direct  from  the  United  btates,  but  as  yet  no  large 
American  exporters  of  oils  have  taken  great  interest  in  this  market. 

Sale  of  Oils  In  Higrerla. 

Nigeria  is  one  of  the  best  markets  in  West  Africa  for  oils,  the 
imports  of  petroleum  in  1912  being  valued  at  $329,910  and  in  1913 
at  $453,744,  practically  all  of  which  came  from  the  United  States, 
jilthough  quantities  of  German  oil  are  also  used.  Trade  is  increasing 
rapidly  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  annual  consumption  now  reaches 
500,000  cases.  Lubricating  oils  are  also  in  demand,  and  though  not 
segregated  in  the  statistics  it  is  known  that  about  300  barrels  are 
consumed  annually  by  the  steamers  of  the  Niger  Company,  150  by 
the  steamers  at  Forcados,  and  larger  quantities  by  the  Nigerian  Rail- 
ways. In  addition  to  the  above,  about  200,000  pounds  of  candles  are 
now  used  each  year  in  the  Colony,  the  exact  figures  for  the  year  1908 
having  been  128,290  pounds. 

.The  principal  ports  of  Nigeria  are  Lagos,  with  a  population,  in- 
cludjng  suburbs,  of  about  76,000,  the  white  inhabitants  numbering 
between  600  and  700;  Forcados,  Warri,  Sapele,  and  the  new  harbor 
of  Port  Harcourt.  Besides  these,  there  are  several  large  towns  in 
the  interior,  where  the  oil  trade  is  of  importance,  i.  e.,  Aboekiita, 
Illorin,  Zungeru,  Kano,  etc.  Landing  charges  at  L^igos  consist  only 
of  the  cost  of  the  native  labor ;  at  Forcados  they  are  4  cents  per  case 
from  the  bay ;  at  Burutu,  4  cents  per  case ;  at  Warri,  1  cent ;  and  at 
Sapele,  4  cents.  The  port  charges  for  steamers  at  Lagos  are  $2.43 
per  foot  of  draft,  and  lighthouse  and  port  dues  of  61  cents  for  the 
first  25  tons  and  49  cents  for  each  additional  100  tons.  Towage 
charges  are  $48.67  each  way  at  Lagos  and  $97.33  at  Forcados.  The 
depth  of  water  at  the  first  port  is  sufficient  for  the  largest  vessels  5 
miles  out  on  the  bar,  and  at  the  Government  wharf  14.6  feet;  at 
Burutu  it  is  16  feet,  at  Warri  17i,  and  at  Sapele  17  to  18  feet.  The 
cost  of  native  labor  at  Lagos,  Forcados,  and  Sapele  is  24  cents  per 
day,  at  Burutu  16  cents,  and  at  Warri  14  cents. 
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Petfolevm  Begulatlont  at  lairos — Prioet. 

There  are  certain  regulations  at  Lagos  in  reference  to  handling 
I)etroleum  that  will  be  of  interest  to  American  exporters.  The  locu 
merchants  must  have  a  special  license  for  <;arrying  petroleum  in  stock, 
and  are  not  allowed  to  have  more  than  60  cases  on  the  premises  at  one 
time.  All  petroleum  and  similar  oils  must  be  stored  in  a  Govern- 
ment warehouse  constructed  for  that  purpose,  and  a  storage  charge 
of  2  cents  per  case  per  month  is  made  therefor.  Customs  duties  on 
petroleum  are  5  cents  per  imperial  gallon  (equivalent  to  1.2  Ameri- 
can gallons) ;  on  lubricating  oil,  candles,  carbide  of  calcium,  and 
lamps,  12J  per  cent  ad  valorem.    There  is  no  duty  on  gasoline. 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  petroleum  is  retailed  at  Lagos  for 
$2.43  per  case,  at  Forcados,  Warri,  and  Sapele  for  $2,56,  and  at 
Burutu  it  has  a  value  of  $2.56  in  barter  for  tropical  produce.  The 
principal  brand  sold  in  the  colony  is  Sunbeam,  after  which  come 
Standard  White,  Woermann's,  Galician  light  oil,  Devoe's,  and  an 
Austrian  brand.  The  wholesale  price  of  candles  is  $3.29  per  case  of 
25  pounds,  and  the  retail  price  18  cents  per  pound  package  at  Lagos, 
16  cents  at  Burutu  and  Sapele,  and  14  cents  at  Warri.  Empty 
petroleum  tins  have  a  value  of  8  cents  each  at  Lagos  and  the  wooden 
cases  4  cents,  but  at  other  towns  empty  containers  have  no  value, 
except  at  Sapele  the  cases  may  be  sold  at  times  for  4  cents  each. 

Owing  to  the  size  of  Lagos  and  the  fact  that  the  railway  yards 
are  not  far  distant,  the  town  is  lighted  by  electricity,  but  there  are  no 
public  lights  in  the  other  localities.  The  cost  of  electricity  for  pri- 
vate purposes  at  Lagos  is  49  cents  per  month  per  light. 

Most  of  the  information  given  above  pertains  only  to  the  coast 
towns,  but  in  considering  the  prospects  for  the  sale  of  American  oils 
in  Nigeria  the  large  interior  villages  must  be  taken  into  account 
and  also  the  extreme  northern  districts  of  the  colony  near  the 
Sahara  Desert,  which  are  thickly  populated  with  Mohammedan 
tribes. 
Trench  IviHy  Coast. 

The  capital  and  chief  town  of  the  Ivory  Coast  is  Grand  Bassam, 
the  population  of  which  is  now  nearly  2,700,  of  whom  about  200  are 
Europeans.  The  colony  is  somewhat  more  sparsely  settled  than  other 
regions  of  West  Africa  and  the  consumption  of  oils  is  therefore 
smaller,  the  imports  of  petroleum  in  1908  having  amounted  to  11,830 
cases  and  the  present  consumption  being  estimated  at  14,000  to  15,000 
cases  per  year.  The  present  importation  of  gasoline  amounts  to 
about  300  cases,  and  of  candles  60,000  pounds  annually. 

Lubricating  oil  is  used  by  the  railway  that  runs  from  Abidjan, 
near  Grand  Bassam,  to  Buake,  about  175  mil^  in  the  interior  (Serv- 
ices des  Voies  dc  Penetration  de  la  Cote  d'l voire),  bids  for  the  neces- 
sary supply  being  called  for  at  intervals  by  the  company  and  the  oil 
brought  from  France  by  the  French  steamship  line  Chargeurs  R^unis, 
of  Havre  and  Bordeaux.  Besides  this  line,  the  Elder  Dempster  and 
Woermann  companies  operate  regular  services  between  Europe  and 
the  Ivory  Coast,  and  the  Belgian  steamers  to  Kongo  (Cie.  Beige 
Maritime  du  Congo)  make  Grand  Bassam  a  port  of  call. 

There  are  no  port  dues  at  this  port,  unloading  from  the  vessel  to 
the  shore  being  done  in  barges  ana  lighters  and  the  landing  charges 
to  the  warehouse  being  $1.93  per  ton  of  27  cases  of  petroleurd.    The 
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daily  wa^  of  PAtive  laborers  handling  cargo  is  87  cacits,  rations 
included. 

VvAj  and  Prices — Imports  lato  All  Frenoh  West  Africa. 

The  customs  duty  per  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds)  on  petroleum  is 
10  per  cent  on  an  official  valuation  of  $6.76 ;  that  on  gasoline  10  per 
cent  on  an  estimated  value  of  $11.58 ;  on  lubricating  oil,  lamps,  etc., 
12i  per  cent  ad  valorem ;  and  on  candles,  $23.16. 

Petroleum  is  retailed  at  Grand  Bassam  at  $2.03  per  case  or  $1.01 
per  tin,  the  principal  brands  now  on  sale  being  American  Sunflower, 
Devoe's  Brilliant,  and  Woermann's  Standard  White;  and  the  retail 
price  of  candles  is  14  cents  per  pound  package,  the  imports  being 
chiefly  of  Belgian  and  French  origin.  The  Woermann  brand  of  pe- 
troleum used  in  the  Ivory  Coast  is  bought  at  Hamburg  at  $1.59  per 
case,  c.  i.  f.  Grand  Bassam.  The  empty  containers  have  no  value 
at  that  port.  The  town  is  lighted  by  a  limited  number  of  petroleum 
lamps. 

Statistics  as  to  the  importation  of  petroleum  into  all  French  West 
Africa,  including  the  colonies  of  Senegal,  Upper  Senegal  and  Niger, 
French  Guinea,  Ivory  Coast,  and  Dahomey,  have  recently  l»en 
published,  showing  the  value  thereof  in  1912  to  have  been  $305,113 
and  in  1913,  $359,427,  thus  evidencing  a  considerable  increase. 

Trade  of  Other  West  African  Colonies. 

Tlie  value  of  imports  of  petroleum  into  West  African  countries 
other  than  the  ones  before  mentioned  during  the  years  1911,  1912, 
and  1913  was  as  follows : 


Imported  into— 


1911 


1912 


1913 


81«mIieone 

Oold  Coast 

Lilieria 

Tolland 

Kameran 

Ooman  Southwest  Africa. 


tGA,fi84 
128,712 


(73,303 
177,405 


39,747 
22,854 


30,003 
38,343 
tl,2U 


$83,788 
185,675 
12,946 


78,770 


The  statistics  do  not  state  the  quantities  imported  except  in  the 
cases  of  Liberia,  the  amount  in  1913  having  been  82,077  gallons,  and 
German  Southwest  Africa,  where  the  quantity  was  2,433,710  pounds 
in  1912  and  3,088,144  pounds  in  1913. 

Future  Growth  Seems  Certain. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  oil  trade  along  practically  all  of  the 
West  Coast  is  rapidly  increasing,  the  only  instance  wherein  a  diminu- 
tion has  taken  place  being  in  Togoland.  Before  the  outbreak  of  war 
in  Europe  the  oil  trade  was  growing  at  the  rate  of  25  to  30  per  cent 
annually,  and  when  settled  conditions  are  reestablished  it  is  almost 
certain  that  the  development  of  West  Africa  will  again  be  taken 
up  with  renewed  vigor,  and  that  the  demand  for  imported  mer- 
chandise of  all  kinds  will  be  greater  than  ever  before.  An  oppor- 
tunity will  then  be  offered  for  the  sale  of  American  oils  on  a  much 
lar^r  scale  than  in  the  past. 

nThe  addresses  of  the  principal  importers  and  dealers  in  petroleum 
and  other  oils  in  West  Africa  may  be  had  upon  request  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  (Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  In 
asking  for  this  list  refer  to  File  No.  64123.] 
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COllSinOHS  DT  THE  FBOVINCE  OF  CAOEBES,  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Graces,  Seville,  SfMiIn,  Uay  16.] 

The  Province  of  Caceres  is  inland,  on  the  border  of  Portugal, 
covers  7,669  square  miles,  and  has  a  population  of  355,313.  There 
are  591  miles  of  roads,  566  miles  of  railways,  4  cities,  115  towns,  129 
villages,  and  509  farmhouses.  The  Province  is  eminently  agricul- 
tural, and  the  industries  of  imiwrtance  are  those  connected  with  such 
agricultural  work  and  the  cultivation  of  live  stock. 

There  are  several  important  cork  manufactories,  all  of  which  have 
been  practically  forced  by  present  conditions  to  stop  work,  and  the 
employees  are  now  wormng  on  the  farms,  although  not  suited  to 
that  work,  and  therefore  not  receiving  their  usual  remuneration. 
This  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  amount  of  unemployment,  which 
the  city  councils  have  endeavored  to  remedy,  but  without  being  com- 
pletely successful,  so  that  worse  conditions  are  anticipated. 

There  are  manufactories  of  chemical  products,  fertilizers,  flour, 
and  textiles,  but  these  factories  are  working  only  because  they  have 
the  raw  materials  at  hand  and  are  not  obliged  to  depend  on  their 
export  trade.  Industrial  conditions  have  been  little  developed,  as 
all  the  available  resources  have  been  devoted  to  agriculture.  There 
are,  however,  soap  and  tanning  plants. 

Banking*  Sifflotilties  Experienced  by  Exporters. 

Cork  manufacturers  and  all  having  trade  relations  with  the  coun- 
tries now  at  war  are  said  to  be  having  difficulties  in  negotiating 
drafts,  because  neither  the  Bank  of  Spain  nor  any  other  banking 
firm  now  negotiates  with  these  countries.  Some  shipments  of  wo<3 
have  been  sent  to  Belgium  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  but  the 
exporters  have  been  unable  to  secure  payment  or  to  withdraw  the 
wool  for  sale  elsewhere.  It  is  also  stated  that  there  is  difficulty  in 
securing  payments  of  drafts  drawn  on  other  cities  in  Spain,  and 
this  shortage  of  regular  banking  facilities  is  resulting  in  a  general 
paralysis  of  trade. 

The  agency  of  the  Bank  of  Spain  in  Caceres  does  not  admit  of 
long-term  drafts  and  refuses  to  open  new  credits.  It  is  feared  that 
ruin  and  bankruptcies  will  result. 

The  Province  being  divided  by  the  river  Tajo,  the  productibns 
differ  slightly.  On  the  right-hand  side  of  this  river  there  are  many 
fruits  of  all  kinds— strawberries,  oranges,  lemons,  etc.  Oils  '.ani 
wines  are  produced  in  great  quantities  of  good  quality;  wheat,  bar- 
ley, oats,  and  rye  are  of  only  medium  quality;  peppers,  chickpeas, 
and  vegetables  are  grown;  and  linen  and  silk  manufactured.  On 
the  left  of  the  river  tne  cereal  crops  are  better,  the  oils  are  of  medium 
quality  and  quantity  and  wines  are  scarce.  The  best  soil  is  used  for 
pasturage  and  supports  a  large  quantity  of  live  stock,  consisting  of 
sheep,  pigs,  cattle,  horses,  etc.  There  is  a  considerable  amount  of 
wild  game. 
Commerce  Affected  by  War — ^Ports  Used  (or  Shipments. 

The  commercial  conditions,  which  have  always  been  bad,  have  been 
made  worse  by  the  war.  The  imports  for  the  district  consist  chiefly 
of  codfish,  rice,  petroleum,  coal,  cnemical  products,  textiles,  novelties, 
and  hardware.    The  import  markets  for  Caceres  are  in  Seville,  the 
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distributing  center' for  Andalusia,  although  some  articles  find  their 
■way  into  Caceres  from  the  port  of  Huelva- 

The  capital  of  the  Province  is  Caceres,  with  a  population  of 
13,617,  situated  on  the  Tajo  River,  215  miles  by  rail  from  Madrid. 
There  are  railway  lines  to  the  Portuguese  border,  to  Madrid,  and 
a  line  connecting  at  Merida  with  the  Andalusia  lines  to  Seville,  and 
the  eastern  parts  of  Spain. 

Svnrested  Keans  of  ImproTln?  Conditions. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Caceres,  in  a  recent  report,  makes  the 
suggestion  that  the  duty  on  codfish  be  abolished.  This  is  an  article 
of  supreme  necessity  which  is  not  produced  in  Spain  and  can  only 
be  secured  at  a  high  price.  It  also  proposes  that  the  duties  on  meat 
and  meat  products  should  be  carefully  considered,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  be  reduced  to  the  prejudice  of  the  meat  products  of  this 
district,  and  that  they  should  be  lowered  only  on  imported  meats  in 
ease  the  prices  in  Spain  are  exceptionally  high.  As  cork  and  cork 
wood  products  are  the  principal  exports  of  this  district,  the  chamber 
believes  that  the  Government  should  use  every  effort  to  secure  new 
markets  for  this  commodity;  that  the  present  stringent  monetary 
conditions  should  be  improved  to  provide  better  circulation;  and 
that  the  Government  should  do  all  in  its  power  to  assist  agricultur- 
ists, which  the  chamber  states  has  not  been  the  case  since  the  out- 
break of  the  war,  as  all  the  actions  taken  have  adversely  affected 
agricultural  conditions. 

.  The  Chamber  also  states  that  superphosphates,  which  are  of  prime 
necessity  to  the  agriculturists,  have  increased  in  value  from  25  to  30 
per  cent,  and  in  addition  the  factories  only  sell  on  cash  payments, 
whi<^  is  making  it  impossible  for  the  farmers  to  secure  these 
products. 

[TbU  report  is  one  of  a  series,  tbe  first  of  which  appeared  in  Comuebce 
Bepobtb  of  Mar.  4, 1915,  the  second  in  Commebce  Refosts  of  July  29,  the  third 
In  C^MMEBCE  Repobts  of  Ang.  7.] 


SET  MILK  ASB  HHK  SVGAfi  IH  ITALT. 

[Consul  Jay  White,  Naples,  July  20.] 

•Inquiries  have  been  addressed  to  the  leading  chemists  (druggists) 
of  Naples  in  reference  to  a  possible  market  for  milk  sugar  (lactose), 
with  the  result  that  they  report  the  present  use  of  this  article  to  be 
very  limited.  It  is  understood  that  less  than  10  pounds  per  month 
is  the  consumption  in  Naples,  as  milk  sugar  is  used  only  in  compound- 
ing physicians'  prescriptions. 

Diy  or  powdered  milk  has  been  tested  locally  in  the  manufacture 
of  biscuits  and  confectionery,  but  the  results  have  not  been  satisfac- 
tory. It  is  said  that  the  dry  milk,  when  reduced  with  liquid,  gives 
off  an  odor  like  that  of  cheese,  and  this  fact  seems  to  render  its  use  im- 
possible. Dry  milk  is  not  found  on  sale  in  Naples  at  the  present  time, 
but  it  is  suggested  that,  with  the  elimination  of  the  odor,  it  might, 
by  judicious  advertising,  become  a  popular  article  of  diet  because  of 
the  high  price  of  ordinary  milk.  Because  of  the  extremely  poor 
quality  of  the  pasture  in  southern  Italy  milch  cows  are,  of  necessity, 
Stall  fed,  hence  the  high  prices,  ordinary  milk  being  sold  at  10 
cents  per  quart. 
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AMEKICAN  COTTOir  STATISnCS  FOB  JITLT. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cotton  consumed,  cotton  on  hand, 
and  the  number  of  active  cotton  spindles  in  the  United  States  for  the 
month  of  July,  1915  and  1914,  with  statistics  of  cotttm  consumed,  for 
the  12  months  ending  with  July.  (The  statistics  of  cotton  in  this 
report  are  given  in  running  bales,  counting  round  as  half  bales,  except 
foreign  cotton,  which  is  in  equivalent  500-pound  bales.) 


Year. 

Cotton  consumed  (bales) 
during— 

Cotton  on  band  July  31. 

Cotton  spin- 
dles active 

during  July 
(number). 

Locality. 

July. 

12  months 
ending 
July  31. 

In  consum- 
ing estab- 
lishments 
(bales). 

In  public 

storage  and  at 

compresses 

(bales). 

United  States 

1915 
1914 

•498,476 
448,333 

5,598,798 
6,628,078 

■1,401,484 
905.762 

ol,7&4,812 
425,102 

31,194,029 
30,676,835 

Cotton-erowing  States 

AU  other  States 

1915 
1914 
1915 
1914 

265,843 
227,608 
232,633 
220,825 

3,026,861 
2,957^628 
2,671,937 
2,668,552 

677,152 
826,953 
824,332 

678,809 

1,443,318 
258,729 
341,494 
166,373 

12,755,284 
12,,304.067 

18,438,745 
18,372,778 

•■Includes  of  foreign  cotton  21,641  bales  consumed,  108,872  bales  on  band  in  consum- 
ine  establishments,  and  U5,'J87  bales  in  public  storage. 

Linters,  which  are  not  included  in  the  above  figures,  were  48,864 
bales  consumed  during  July  in  1915  and  23,486  bales  in  1914, 192,873 
bales  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on  July  31,  1915,  and 
84,218  bales  in  1914,  and  89,401  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  com- 
presses in  1915,  and  32,366  bales  in  1914.  Linters  consumed  during 
12  months  ending  July  31  amounted  to  403,389  bales  in  1915  aq^ 
308,675  bales  in  1914. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  Cotton  and  linters.  '- 

The  imports  and  exports  of  cotton  into  and  from  the  United  States 
during  July,  1914  and  1915,  and  for  the  12  months  ending  July,, 
follow: 


Imports  of  foreign  cotton  (500- 
pound  bales)  during— 

Country  to 
which  exported. 

Exports  of  domestic  cotton  and  Unten 
(running  bales)  during— 

Country  ol  pro- 
duction. 

July- 

12  months  end- 
ing July  31— 

July— 

11   months   endJnc 
July  31-- 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

Total 

35,667 

23,790 

382,287 

260.988 

Total 

Unifod  King- 
dom  

11243,522 

126,211 

•8,543,573 

9,150,801 

23.835 

188 

2,917 

8,727 

13.302 

442 

3,333 

6,708 

252,373 
10,353 
25,630 

93,931 

138,579 
12,627 
20,772 

89,010 

68,944 
None. 
27,209 
62,969 

104,400 

43,777 
41,291 
2,622 
22,758 

15,863 

3,771,646 
242,661 
682,630 

1,109,541 

2,737,095 

Peru 

3,459,845 

615,189 
1,307,285 

China 

Germany 

Franco  

Italy 

All  other  coun- 
tries  

All  other  coun- 
tries   

<•  Figures  for  1915  include  14,384  bales  of  linters  exported  during  July  and  219,111  bales  for  12  moaXhs 
endhig  July  31.  The  distribution  for  July  is  as  follows:  United  Kingdom,  none;  Qermany,  none; 
France,  9,461 ;  Italy,  1,006;  and  all  other  countries,  3,897. 

[The  next  issue  of  Commerce  Reports  will  give  what  figures  are 
available  showing  the  mill  consumption  of  cotton  in  certain  foreign 
countries  for  the  month  of  July,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
monti)  in  1914,  the  supplies  on  hand,  etc.] 
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ITJMBEE  mDirSTBY  OH  VAJTCOUVEB  ISLAND.  j 

[Tlce  Connd  B.  H.  Nevcomb,  Tlctoita,  Brltlsb  Colombia,  Canada,  Joly  SI,  1015.] 

Recently  a  special  committee  of  the  Victoria  Board  of  Trade  held 
a  meeting  to  formulate  a  plan  to  organize  the  lumber  trade  upon  a 
firmer  footing,  and  the  question  of  securing  a  sufficient  number  of 
vessels  of  suitable  tonnage  was  considered.  If  enough  bottoms  could 
be  secured  to  carry  away  the  products  of  the  British  Columbia  for- 
ests, it  is  said  there  would  be  enough  foreign  business  to  keep  all  the 
mills  busy. 

This  week  the  American  ship  Tallac  sailed  from  Genoa  Bay,  Van- 
couver Island,  with  a  full  cargo  of  lumber,  consisting  oi  over 
1,200,000  feet,  consigned,  via  the  Panama  Canal,  to  New  York  City. 
Another  American  ship  is  now  loading  with  a  similar  cargo. 

The  sale  of  2,000,000  feet  of  timber  to  the  Cameron  Lumber  Co.  of 
Victoria  was  made  last  week  and  logging  operations  will  be  con- 
ducted thereon  shortly. 

During  the  month  a  public  meeting  was  held  at  Victoria  in  support 
of  an  application  of  the  British  Cmumbia  Government  in  favor  of 
requiring  the  employment  of  white  labor  in  the  production  of  timber 
purchased  by  the  Government.  Kepresentations  of  the  lumber  inter- 
ests explained  the  employment  of  Orientals  for  certain  work  was 
necessary,  and  regret  was  expressed  at  the  action  of  the  Victoria 
Trades  and'  Council  in  sending  resolutions  to  the  prime  ministers  of 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  asking  them  to  purchase  only  lumber 
produced  by  white  labor.  The  labor  side  of  the  case  contended  that 
suitable  and  sufficient  white  labor  could  be  found  for  the  work. 

The  Department  of  Interior,  Forestry  branch,  has  issued  a  bulletin 
on  treated  wood-block  paving,  which  gives  the  results  obtained  in 
European,  United  States,  and  Canadian  municipalities  using  wood  f  pv 
paving  and  the  methods  by  which  the  best  results  have  been  obtained. 
Copies  of  the  bulletin  may  be  obtained  free  on  application  to  the 
Director  of  the  Forestry  Branch,  Department  of  Interior,  Ottawa, 
Canada.  

BBinSH  TRADE  BODT  IH  ITBTrOTrAT  DEVELOPmO. 

[American  Minister  Bobert  E.  Jeffcry,  Montevideo,  June  18.] 

The  executive  council  of  the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Uruguay,  which  was  chosen  at  the  meeting  for  organization  of  the 
chamber,  mentioned  in  Commerce  Eeports  for  June  12,  1915,  has 
approved  the  statutes  that  have  been  framed  since  that  time  for  the 
governing  of  the  trade  body,  and  has  also  selected  an  executive  com- 
mittee, having  as  its  members:  Chairman,  C.  W.  Bayne,  manager  of 
the  Central  Uruguay  Bail  way;  vice  chairman,  Thomas  F.  Lane, 
manager  of  the  Montevideo  Gas  Co.  (Ltd^ ;  treasurer,  W.  Kerr 
Connell,  manager  of  the  British  Bank  of  South  America,  Monte- 
video; secretary,  R.  H.  Stapledon,  of  firm  of  Stapiedon  &  McLean, 
agents  of  the  Koyal  Mail  and  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Cos.;  E. 
Buckland  Cooper;  James  Fraser,  manager  of  the  Montevideo  Water 
Works  Co.  (Ltd.) ;  and  Edwin  Kichards,  manager  of  the  London  & 
River  Plate  BanK. 
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WOMEN'S  AND  CHILDILEir'S  SHOES  FOB  HEW  ZEAIAITO. 

(Consul  Qcneral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AacUand,  July  6.] 

The  shortage  of  shoes  Ls  veiy  marked  in  New  Zealand  at  this  time, 
and  an  opportunity  is  presented  to  make  a  strong  move  for  the  trade 
in  women  s  and  children's  shoes,  since  this  country  is  destined  to 
l>ecome  a  good  market  for  American  goods  of  all  kinds. 

To  date  the  imports  of  women's  and  children's  shoes  have  come 
almost  wholly  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  numbers  of  dozen 
pairs  of  shoes  for  1910,  1911,  1912,  and  1913,  with  countries  of 


origm,  were: 

Countries  of  origin. 

1910 

1911 

19U 

1913 

Ken's,  women's,  boys',  and  girls': 

United  Kingdom ,,,. 

1,337 
3,014 

19,068 

6 

247 

68,560 
965 
£84 

20^839 

0 

166 

73,0GS 

871 

1,045 

20,423 
17 
137 

83,881 

.  041 

781 

23,088 
33 
305 

United  States 

For  children: 

United  Kingdom  

United  States  

Heayy  Bnty  on  Shoes  ol  all  Classes. 

The  duty  on  shoos  is  quite  heavyj  in  the  interest  of  the  local 
manufacturer,  as  shown  by  the  following: 


Boots,  sboe.i,  clogs,  and  pattens,  not 
olberwise  enumerated. 


United  Kingdom  and  posses- 
sions. 


Additional  (or  all  other  coun- 
tries. 


Youths',  above  site  No.  1 

Boys',  Nos.  7  to  1,  both  induslve, 

Women's,  above  site  Na  1 

Girls',  Nos.  7  to  1,  both  inclusive. 


2^  cents  a  pair  and  15  per  cent 

ad  valorem. 
12  cents  a  pair  and  15  per  cent 

ad  valorem. 
14  cents  a  pair  and  15  per  cent 

ad  valorem. 
12  cents  a  pair  and  15  par  cent 

ad  valorem. 


12  cents  a  pair  and  7$  per  cent 

ad  valorem. 
6  cents  a  pair  and  7  I  per  o«at 

ad  valorem. 
12  cents  a  pair  and  7}  per  cent 

ad  valoiem. 
0  cents  a  pair  and  7i  per  cent 

ad  valorem. 


Notwithstanding  the  heavy  duty,  imports  very  nearly  eqnal  in 
jmmber  those  made  in  this  Dominion.  In  1910  there  were  1,324,477 
pairs  of  shoes  made  in  New  Zealand,  against  1,081,644  pairs  for  :|.905. 
There  were  74  shoe  factories  in  the  country  in  1911,  giving  emplpy- 
ment  to  2,072  persons.  ,  , 

Poor  Quality  Has  Injured  Trade  in  the  Past. 

In  the  past  the  preferential  duty  in  favor  of  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Dominions  has  made  it  difficult  for  American  manufacturers  to 
compete,  but  there  has  been  another  matter  that  has  militated  greatly 
against  American  shoes  in  this  market,  and  that  is  the  quality  of 
shoes  too  often  sent  here — paper  heels  and  inner  soles  and  shoddy 
stock.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  good  grades  of  American  shoes 
should  not  sell  weU  here,  but  it  may  take  some  effort  to  introduce 
them  and  to  convince  this  market  that  American  shoes  are  equal  to 
the  best. 

[Lists  of  Importers  and  dealers  In  a  position  to  handle  women's  and  children's 
shoes  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  branch  offices,    Refer  to  file  No.  64014.] 
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FOBEIGK  TBAIK  OFFUKTUHITIES: 

Beserred  addreasea  msT  be  obtained  from  tbc  Bnreaa  and  its  br«Beli  ofllceB.  Reqnest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  Bnmber  given. 

Pine  wood,  No.  17953. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Netherlands  reports 
that  a  bnsiuess  mnu  in  that  country  wishes  to  buy  Oregon  pine  and  pitch 
pine,  on  bis  own  account  or  act  as  agent  If  be  buys  on  his  own  account, 
he  wUl  pay  by  3  months'  draft  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Bef- 
erences  are  given. 

Hardware,  etc..  No.  37954. — A  firm  In  England  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware;  also  enameled  goods  and  glass 
of  oil  kinds.    The  firm  desires  to  act  as  an  agent 

Wheat,  No.  17955. — ^An  association  in  Argentina  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  secure  samples  and  prices  of  wheat  suitable  for 
macaroni.  Samples  of  the  grain  desired  may  be  examined  at  tlie  Bureau 
or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  64109.)  Largo  quantities  are 
desired. 

Pencils,  erasers,  etc..  No.  17958.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Prance  writes 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  mann- 
'  facturers  of  pencils,  erasers,  paper  clips,  and  adhesiTe  paper  for  use  by 
photographers. 

Chemicals,  patent  medicines,  etc..  No.  17957. — ^An  Importing  company  In  the 
Netherlands  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  purchase 
chemicals,  patent  medicines,  fancy  goods,  etc.  The  firm  will  consider  ah 
agency  proposition.  Credit  terms  of  30  days,  with  a  2  per  cent  discount, 
or  3  months  net  are  desired.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Air-cooling  plants.  No.  17958. — A  merchant  in  Brazil  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  Is  desirous  of  receiving  catalogues  from  American 
manufacturers  of  air-rooiing  plants.  Orders  will  be  placed  through  a 
New  York  City  purchasing  agent  If  prices  are  satisfactory. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  17959. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  full  informatiou  relative  to  agricultural  machinery,  etc.  Prices  should 
be  made  c.  i.  f.  Piraeus,  Greece.    References  are  given. 

Druggists'  and  apothecaiHes'  suppltt:s.  No.  17960. — An  importing  company  In  the 
Netherlands  writes  nn  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  tooth  brushes,  combs,  perfumes, 
soaps,'  and  other  druggists'  and  apothecaries'  supplies.  Payments  will  be 
made  against  shipping  documents  accepted  on  one  and  three  months'  time. 

Pianos  and  furniture.  No.  17961. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports 
that  a  firm  of  timber  dealers  in  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial 
\  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  pianos  and  furniture. 

'Wearing  apparel.  No.  17962. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  gray  shirtings,  sheetings,  etc.,  suitable  for  the  Red  Sea  ports, 
Abyssinia,  and  East  African  coast.    Reference  is  given. 

Wines  ami  liquors.  No.  17963. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes 
that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  secure  the  services  of  an  agent 
in  the  United  States  for  selling  brandies  and  liquors. 

Electrical  and  optical  goods.  No.  17964. — A  merchant  In  the  Netherlands  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  electrical  and  opti- 
cal goods,  electric  pocket  lamps,  etc.  A  credit  term  of  3  months,  or  30 
•  days  with  2  per  cent  discount,  is  desired. 


Braaoli  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Poreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Room  408  TTnited  States  Cnstomhonte;  Boston,  792  Oliver  Building; 
CUeago,  604  Vederal  Building;  8t  Louis,  403  Third  ITatlonal  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  SSI  f  est  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020  Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San 
Traselico,  306  TJnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
atlve  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOB  OOVEBHHENT  STJFPUES  AND  CONSTBVCTIOH. 

-  [Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specifications  can  usually 
tx;  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  bo  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Air  compressors.  No.  2566. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Lighthouse  In^iector,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  until  August  25, 1915,  for  furnishing 
two  electrical  motor-driven  air  compressors.  Further  particulars  may  be 
obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Excavation  work.  No.  2567. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Tramway  Building,  Denver,  Colo.,  until 
September  8,  1915,  for  earthwork  on  about  10  miles  of  main  canal.  Fort 
Laramie  unit,  North  Platte  project,  Nebraska-Wyoming,  Involving  the  exca- 
vation of  approximately  1,206,000  cubic  yards  of  material.  This  work  Is 
situated  near  the  Bridgeport-Guernsey  line  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Qulncy  Railway,  In  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo.  For  particulars 
address  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  Denver, 
Colo.,  or  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo. 

Steel  cylinder  gates,  etc..  No.  2568. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C..  untU 
September  2,  1915,  for  furnishing  four  steel  cylinder  gates  and  accessories 
for  the  spillway  at  Elephant  Butte  Dam.  Rio  Grande  project.  New  Mexico- 
Texas.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  Recla- 
mation Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  Denver,  Colo.,  or  El  Paso,  Tex. 

Repair  work.  No.  2569. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Interior  De- 
partment, Washington,  D.  C,  until  August  24,  1915,  for  the  furnishing  of 
all  labor  and  material  required  for  rewiring  basement  rooms  and  corrldora 
of  the  General  Land  Office  Building.  Washington,  D.  C,  in  accordance 
with  plans  and  specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department. 

Steel  cell  fronts,  etc..  No.  2570. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Suiierluteudeut  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  September  10,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United 
States  penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  steel  cell  fronts  and  mechanical  locking 
device  for  entire  cell  blocks  in  west  mala  cell  wing  of  the  above-mentioned 
iustittttion,  in  accordance  with  speciflcatlous,  copies  of  which  may  t* 
obtained  «a  ufiplicatton  to  the  Department  of  Justice. 

Panama  Canal  supplifes.  No.  2571.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  general  purebasiHg  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C., 
on  August  27,  1015,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on  dock 
at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancou  (Balboa.  Canal  ZiMie) 
(Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  articles  hereinafter  specified: 
Engine  tires  and  springs,  malleable-iron  castings,  steel  castings,  car-repair 
parts,  manganese-steel  tumbler,  cold  shuts,  steel  boiler  tubes,  bolts,  rivets, 
stovepipe,  cable  clips,  cable  thimbles,  twist  drills,  drill  sockets  and  sleeves, 
taps,  electrical  fixtures,  electric  switches,  copper-wire  cloth,  hooks  and  eyes, 
cabin-door  hooks,  locks,  foot  bolts,  valves,  cocks,  cock-hole  covers,  pipe 
fittings,  anchors,  band  saws,  scythe  blades,  butcher's  blocks,  water  coolara^ 
copper  funnels,  window  ghiss,  tarpaulins,  sandpaper,  emery  cloth,  bond 
paper,  beeswax,  and  lump  chalk.    Circular  No.  959. 

Uetal  work,  No.  2572. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  until  August  25,  1915,  for  furnishing 
metal  work  for  two  steel  towers.  For  blank  proposals  and  partlealars 
address  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Repair  work,  No.  2573. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Charleston,  S.  C,  until  August  20,  1915,  for  docking 
the  llghthouBe  tender  Cypress  and  making  minor  repolra  Further  par- 
ticulars may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Submaries,  No.  2574. — The  date  for  the  opening  of  proposals  for  building 
submarine  boats  A'o«.  62-77,  as  fixed  by  the  Navy  Department's  advertise- 
ment of  May  20,  1915,  is  changed  from  August  2  to  September  29,  1915,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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IHCOME  OF  SWEDISH  OOVEBNHENT. 

[American  Charge  d'Affalree  Jefferson  Caffrey,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  July  20.] 

The  income  of  the  Government  for  June  and  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  shows  a  decrease  from  the  respective  correspond- 
ing periods  last  year,  according  to  figures  that  have  been  compiled. 
The  mcome  for  June  was  $11,528,171,  compared  with  $13,078,743  last 
year,  while  for  the  six-months  period  this  year  the  income  was 
$72,013,928,  compared  with  $74,881,045  last  year.  The  items  in- 
cluded in  these  receipts  were  the  stamp  income  and  punsch  tax,  cus- 
toms duties,  tax  on  manufacture  of  brandy,  sugar  and  malt  taxes, 
and  income  from  State  railways. 

The  income  from  these  same  sources,  from  January  1  to  December 
31,  1914,  was  $149,136,341.  The  income  for  1914  was  calculated  at 
$148,850,000,  while  the  income  for  1916  is  calculated  at  $159,350,000. 

liABEET  FOB  MILE  OF  MAGNESIA  IN  MASBID. 

[Consul  Robertson  Uoncy,  Madrid,  Spain,  July  28.] 

Madrid  retailers  of  prepared  medicines  have  stated  to  the  Ameri- 
can consul  that  there  is  a  shortage  of  milk  of  magnesia  (MgHjO,) 
in  the  local  market,  and  that  the  demand  therefor  is  increasing.  A 
brand  that  retails  in  New  York  at  $0.50  and  brings  $1.20  in  Madrid 
is  well  liked  here.  The  import  duty  is  about  $0.20  per  avoirdupois 
pound  net  weight.  Prices  c.  i.  f.  are  preferred.  It  will  probably 
prove  difficult  to  do  business  on  a  basis  of  cash  against  documents. 

[A  list  ot  Madrid  dealers  in  drugs  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureati 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices  by  referring  to  File 
No.  64429.]  

MEXICAN  TBADE  AWAITINO  PEACE. 

[Consul  Louis  Hostetter,  Hermosillo,  State  ot  Sonora,  Mexico,  Ang.  4.] 

Under  present  conditions  absolutely  nothing  is  being  done  in  this 
part  of  Mjexico  in  any  line  of  work  or  business.  When  peace  is  once 
more  established  I  believe  this  section  of  the  country  will  be  in  the 
market  for  a  large  amount  of  material  of  all  kinds.  Stocks  of  all 
kinds  have  been  depleted  and  not  replaced. 
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BSITISH  COLUMBIA  COHIQSSION  MAXES  FA&M  LOANS. 

[Consul  B.  B.  Mosher,  Victoria,  Canada,  July  26.] 

At  this  year's  session  of  the  British  Columbia  legislature,  the 
chief  measure  passed  was  the  Agricultural  Act,  providing  for  an 
agricultural  credit  commission  for  the  loaning  of  money  at  reason* 
able  rates  of  interest  to  persons  or  associations  engaged  in  develop- 
ing agricultural  holdings. 

The  commission  is  composed  of  a  superintendent  and  four  direc- 
tors. It  is  declared  lawful  for  it  to  accept  as  security  for  loans,  first 
mortgages  upon  agricultural  land  in  the  Province  that  is  free  from 
incumbrances. 

Loans  may  be  made  for : 

(a)  Acquiring  land  for  ngrlcultaral  purposes  and  satisfaction  of  encum- 
brances on  land  used  for  such  purposes;  (b)  clearing  of  land,  draining,  dyking, 
water  storage  and  irrigation  works;  (c)  erection  of  farm  buildings;  (d)  the 
purchase  of  live  and  dend  stock,  machinerj',  and  fertilizers;  (e)  discharging 
liabilities  incurred  for  the  improvement  of  laud  used  for  agricultural  purposes, 
and  auy  purpose  intended  to  increase  productiveness  of  land ;  (f )  any  puiiwse 
which,  In  the  opinion  of  the  commission,  will  increase  land  productiveness;  (g) 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  any  association,  subject  to  approval  by  order  in 
council  as  hereinafter  provided;  (h)  taking  over.  In  whole  or  in  part,  and  with 
the  approval  of  the  lieutenant  governor,  by  order  in  council,  any  existing 
loan  by  the  Crown  in  right  of  the  Province  of  British  Columbia  to  any  asso- 
ciation or  any  debentures  issued  by  any  association. 

Limlti  Placed  OB  Conditions  of  Loans. 

'  No  loan  can  be  granted  for  less  than  $250  nor  for  more  than  $10,000 
to  any  borrower  other  than  an  association.  If  the  sum  required  ex- 
ceeds the  latter  amount,  sanction  of  an  order  in  council  must  be 
obtained.  Loans  are  limited  to  60  per  cent  of  the  assessed  value  of 
the  land  or  security  oflFered.  No  loans  can  be  made  to  members  of 
the  commission.  Conditions  are  provided  for  loans  extending  either 
to  36  years  and  6  months,  30  years,  or  20  years. 

Associations  that  may  take  advantage  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
include:  Cooperative  farmers'  institutes,  cooperative  women's  insti- 
tutes, fruit  growers'  associations,  agricultural  fair  associations,  Brit- 
ish Columbia  Stock  Breeders'  Association,  British  Columbia  Dairy- 
men's Association,  and  British  Columbia  Poultrymen's  Association. 

The  act  also  formulates  arrangements  for  district  and  central  ex- 
changes and  provides  for  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  cream- 
eries. A  provisional  board  is  created  to  advise  the  minister  on 
horticultural  matters. 

Grants  on  the  agricultural  account,  called  for  in  the  estimates  for 
the  year  ending  March  31, 1916,  are:  Administration  outside  service, 
$20,000;  Compensation  to  owners  for  tuberculous  cattle,  $35,000; 
Panama  exhibit  at  San  Francisco,  $8,000;  aid  to  agricultural  asso- 
ciations, $50,000 ;  aid  to  farmers'  institutes,  $22,500 ;  aid  to  women's 
institutes,  $5,000;  aid  to  poultry  shows,  $4,000;  inspection  of  nursery 
stock,  trees,  plants,  etc.,  $20,000;  suppression  of  diseases  to  plants, 
etc.,  $15,000;  suppression  of  noxious  weeds,  $5,000;  traveling  ex- 
penses of  officers,  $30,000;  miscellaneous,  $24,500;  total,  $239,000. 
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HEW  LINES  OF  AHERICAIT  GOODS  FOB  COSTA  BICA. 

[CoDsal'  Samuel  T.  Lee,  San  Jose,  July  15.] 

Larger  sales  of  established  lines  and  the  appearance  of  new  articles 
of  American  manufacture  resulted  from  the  trade-extension  efforts  of 
the  San  Jose  consulate  during  the  past  six  months.  The  report  from 
this  office  entitled  "Portland-Cement  Trade  in  Costa  Rica,"  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Keports  for  February  5, 1915,  met  with  favor  in 
the  United  States,  as  evidenced  by  numerous  letters  of  commendation 
from  leading  manufacturers  of  that  product.  It  is  grati:fying  to 
report  that  American  cement  is  now  being  received  in  the  steel 
drums  described  therein  and  that  local  importers  are  pleased  with 
this  change. 

Carefully  prepared  commercial  replies  giving  special  information 
and  classined  hsts  of  importers  led  to  the  installation  of  modem 
laundry  and  clothes-cleanmg  machinery  in  two  plants  at  San  Jose, 
the  introduction  of  several  new  brands  of  beer  and  new  lines  of  dental 
creams,  the  placing  of  California  fruits  on  sale  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  marked  gains  in  the  sales  of  jewelry,  notions,  Pacific  coast 
hops,  and  footwear.  An  agency  for  a  well-known  make  of  shoes  was 
established  with  a  reliable  local  firm. 

Personal  cooperation  with  traveling  salesmen  on  arrival  at  San 
Jose  resulted  in  the  introduction  of  a  leading  brand  of  chewing  gum 
(formerly  unknown  here  and  now  in  great  demand)  and  of  a  widely 
advertised  American  alarm  clock,  and  larger  sales  of  collars,  shirts, 
hosiery,  and  underwear. 

The  maintenance  of  a  clasified  catalogue  file,  which  is  frequently 
consulted  by  local  tradesmen,  has  been  productive  of  good  results,  as 
shown  by  increased  importations  of  such  American  goods  as  blacking, 
cutlery,  notions,  haberdashery,  shelf  hardware,  paints,  rugs,  linoleum, 
and  office  supplies. 

WOOL  SELLINO  WITHOirr  COUUISSION  IN  CANADA. 

(Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Aug.  6.] 

The  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association  has  just  concluded  its 
second  annual  sale  of  wool,  with  a  total  sale  of  95,290  pounds,  valued 
at  $26,517.57.  This  sale  is  conducted  by  the  association  without  any 
commission.  Each  contributor  must,  however,  be  a  member  of  the 
Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Association,  paying  an  annual  membership 
of  $1.  The  association  is  assisted  financially  by  the  Alberta  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  the  Live  Stock  Branch  of  the  Dominion 
Department  of  Agriculture  supplies  without  charge  to  the  associa- 
tion an  expert  grader.  The  association  sent  wool  bags  free  to  its 
members  and  supplied  twine  at  cost  and  prepaid  the  local  freight  to 
Calgary  on  shipments.  The  actual  cost  of  the  labor  in  handling  the 
wool  while  it  was  being  sorted  and  loaded  on  the  cars  and  the  in- 
surance is  deducted  from  the  price  of  the  wool.  By  this  method 
buyers  are  saved  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  collecting  the  wool 
from  the  individual  sheepmen  and  are  able  to  purchase  a  large 
quantity  ready  to  ship  from  one  point. 

The  entire  lot  of  95,490  pounds  of  wool  offered  at  this  sale  was 
purchased  by  a  concern  in  Boston  at  an  average  price  of  22.77  cents 
per  pound. 
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TITNOSTEN  Aim  OTHEB  MUTEBALS  OF  FOBTTTOAL 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  Portugal,  July  14.] 

As  the  result  of  a  special  demand  for  certain  classes  of  minerals, 
this  o£Bce  has  received  inquiries  concerning  the  mines  of  Portugal 
and  the  annual  output.  Wolfram  ^tungsten)  has  been  in  great  de- 
mand, and  as  the  result  of  competition  of  buyers  the  price  has  about 
doubled  in  the  past  six  months.  Sales  were  made  early  in  the  year 
at  32  to  34  francs  per  unit.  An  official  publication  of  the  Govern- 
ment Bureau  of  Mines  gives  the  production  of  wolfram  for  1913  at 
753  tons,  valued  at  $564,000.  About  54  tons  have  been  shipped  to 
the  United  States  in  the  past  six  months. 

nines  Whloh  Are  FrodnotlTe  at  Present  Time. 

Although  the  Government  has  granted  198  concessions  for  wolfram 
mines,  the  productive  ones  at  present  are:  Capela  do  Senhor  dos 
Aflitos,  Arouca,  Aveiro ;  Minas  de  Chieira  e  Fiveda,  Arouca,  Aveiro ; 
Teixugueiras,  Parada,  Braganca ;  Vale  do  Milho,  Vimioso,  Braganca ; 
Fonte  do  Manso,  Covilha,  Castelo  Branco;  Panasqueira,  Covilha, 
Castelo  Branco ;  Cabeco  do  Seixo,  Penamacor,  Castelo  Branco ;  Fonte 
do  Seixo,  Carvalhal  Meao,  Guarda ;  Borralha,  Montalegre,  Vila 
Rial;  Montado  da  Adoria,  Eibeira  de  Pena,  Vila  Rial;  Codeceira  e 
Vinheiros,  Sabrosa,  Vila  Rial;  Alvaredo  e  Rebordo  Longo  e  Monte 
da  Fraga,  Vila  Rial;  Encosta  de  Eirinha  and  Qaviao,  Castro  Daire, 
Viseu.    Detailed  information  about  these  mines  is: 

Capela  do  Senhor  dos  Aflitos:  Director,  Oustav  Thomaz;  production,  40.5 
tons;  exportation,  20.2  of  C5  per  cent  tungsten. 

Mlnas  de  Chlelra  e  Fiveda :  Director,  Antonio  Ferrelra  da  Sllva  Barros ;  ex- 
portation, 62  tons  of  65  per  cent 

Teixugueiras:  Director,  Paul  Bresson;  production  and  exportation,  65  tons 
of  65  per  cent. 

Vale  do  Milho :  Director,  Gregorlo  Rola ;  production  and  exportation,  1.85  tons. 

Panasqueira:  Director,  G.  F.  Cooper;  production  and  exportation,  250  tons 
of  65  per  cent. 

Cabeco  do  Seixo:  Director,  J.  P.  da  Cruz;  production,  45.25  tons  of  65  per 
cent;  exportation,  35.25  tons. 

Fonte  do  Seixo :  Director,  Pool  da  Costa ;  production,  not  known ;  exportation, 
11.5  tons  of  60  per  cent. 

Borralha  (the  largest  in  Portugal) :  Director,  Paul  Marl  Jon;  production  and 
expoitation,  361  tons  of  65  iier  cent,  valued  at  $196,203  (1913). 

Montado  da  Adoria:  Director,  Gustavo  Tornds;  production  and  exportation, 
15.9  tons. 

Codeceira,  Vinheiros,  Alvaredo,  Rebordo  Longo,  and  Monte  da  Fraga :  Direc- 
tor, Joseph  Damaud ;  production  and  exportation,  35.9  tons. 

Encosta  da  Eirinha:  Director,  Trlgueiros  Martel;  production,  not  known;  ex- 
iwrtatlon,  9.18  tons. 

Gaviilo:  Director,  Vasco  BramSo;  production,  not  known;  exportation,  1.86 
tons. 

Sixteen  concessions  for  wolfram  were  granted  by  the  Government 
during  1913.  Although  some  increase  in  the  amount  of  this  mineral 
produced  in  the  country  is  probable  as  the  result  of  high  prices  and 
increased  demand,  engineers  do  not  anticipate  any  extraordinary  de- 
velopment of  the  mines. 

Copper  Most  Important  Hineral  Prodnct. 

The  most  important  mineral  production  of  Portugal  is  copper. 
The  total  output  for  1913  was  547,516  tons,  and  the  exportati<Hi 
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395,890  tons.  About  5,000  persons  are  employed  in  these  mines, 
■which  are:  S.  Domingos,  Mertola,  Beja;  S.  Joao  do  Deserto  and 
Algares,  Aljustrel,  Beja;  Umbria  das  Ferrarias,  Barrancos,  Beja; 
Lousal,  Grandola,  Lisbon;  Serra  da  Caveira,  Grandola,  Lisbon; 
Herdade  da  Tinoca,  Arronches,  Portalegre;  Vale  do  Bicho,  Sever  do 
Voiiga,  Aveiro. 

The  production  of  lead  in  1913  amounted  to  1.46  tons  of  galena, 
averaging  60  per  cent.  These  mines  are  located  in  the  district  of 
Aveiro. 

Tin  is  found  in  the  district  of  Bragan^a,  and  the  production  was 
260  tons.  An  American  company  is  engaged  in  extensive  operations 
on  concessions  near  Guarda. 

Iron  is  mined  in  Mealhada,  Alvito,  Moncorvo,  and  Montemor  o 
Nova.    The  annual  production  is  62,167  tons,  and  none  is  exported. 

The  production  of  the  uranium  mines  in  the  district  of  Guarda 
was  1,266  tons  of  mineral  of  0.5  per  cent,  IJ  tons  of  uranium  soda, 
and  186  milligrams  of  radium  bromide — all  exported. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  develop  the  coal  mines  of  the  country, 
which  are  of  very  little  importance,  the  annual  output  being  2,577 
tons  of  anthracite  and  25,000  tons  of  bituminous.  Portugal  imports 
more  than  1,000,000  tons  of  coal  annually. 


LOW  CANADIAN  BATE  FOB  OBAVEL  AIDS  BOAS  WOBK 

[Connnl  O.  Gaylord  Marsb.  Ottawa,  Canada,  Aug.  5.] 

Application  having  been  made,  in  the  interest  of  the  good-roads 
movement,  to  the  Eailway  Commission  of  Canada  for  an  order  re- 
quiring low  commodity  rates  by  railway  companies  for  the  trans- 
portation of  gravel  for  use  in  road  building  by  the  municipalities 
of  Western  Ontario,  the  chief  commissioner,  after  hearing  the  appli- 
cants and  the  railway  companies,  says  in  a  decision : 

The  board  can  not  order  the  companies  to  put  In  unremiineratlve  rates,  nor 
a  rate  so  low  as  to  be  unfairly  out  of  line  with  rates  whicU  are  necessary  to 
be  maintained  In  order  to  permit  the  continuance  of  satisfactory  operation  of 
railways,  due  regard  being  had  to  proper  consideration  of.  the  value  of  the 
commodities  shipped  and  the  service  performed.  •  •  •  While,  therefore,  I 
felt  that  It  was  Impossible  for  the  board  to  make  any  order,  the  board  has 
urged  upon  the  companies  the  advisability  of  recognizing  a  public  Interest  and 
the  beneflts  which  would  result  to  the  companies  themselves  from  a  proper 
system  of  good  roads. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  railways  now  state  that,  regarding  the  question 
in  the  light  of  public  policy  and  the  possibility  of  Increased  railway  business  as 
a  result  of  the  added  prosperity,  and  with  the  understanding  that  the  rates 
offered  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  indicating  sufficient  rates  for  similar  com- 
mercial service,  they  will  carry  In  the  territory  in  question  gravel  that  the 
municipalities  require  at  a  flat  blanket  rate  of  50  cents  per  ton  for  any  distance 
up  to  and  including  50  miles,  the  rate  to  be  a  carload  rate  ai^  cars  to  be 
loaded  to  their  full  stenciled  carrying  capacity ;  the  gravel  to  be  consigned  to 
the  clerk  of  the  municipality  and  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  road  making; 
and  the  railway  companies  to  be  notified  In  advance  of  the  number  of  carloads 
required,  so  that  special  Instructions  may  be  Issued  In  each  case.  It  Is  antici- 
pated that  50  miles  will  be  the  maximtun  haul,  but  should  municipalities  at 
farther  distances  require  the  gravel  the  rate  wlU  be  scaled  down  la  the  usual 
manner  for  greater  distances. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  decision  is  the  evidence  of  a  coopera- 
tivie  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  railways  of  Canada. 
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FOEEIGH  COHSTIMPTION  AND  STIPPLIES  OF  COTTOIT. 

There  are  ^ven  below  some  statistics  on  the  condition  of  the  cot- 
ton industry  in  foreign  countries  at  the  end  of  July,  1915,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  month  in  1914.  These  figures  are  not  com- 
plete, but  are  the  only  ones  available  at  present.  They  represent  the 
number  of  cotton  spindles  and  the  percentage  of  activity  during  the 
month,  mill  consumption  of  cotton,  cotton  on  hand,  and  the  supplies 
of  cotton  goods. 


CouDtrto. 


Hontb 

ended 

July  30— 


Cotton  spindles. 


Nnmb«r. 


Activity 
(per  cent). 


Um  con- 
sumption 
of  cotton 
(bales  of  600 
pounds). 


Cotton  on 

hand  (Imles 

ofSOO 

pounds). 


Cotton 

goods  on 

hand  (value 

in  United 

Stales 
currency). 


Brasil 

British  South  Africa 

Canada- 
Maritime  Provinces... 
Ontario  and  Quebec  » . 

Chile 

China 

Egypt 

France 

Qermany'..... .... 

Italy 

Japan  


19U 
IMS 
1914 
191S 

KU 
1915 
1914 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1914 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1914 
1916 
1914 
1915 
1914 
1916 
1914 
1915 


6,000 
3,000 


a  7, 514 
•  4,760 


62,100 
62,100 
32,534 
38,438 


65 
73 

63.10 
74.63 


1,027 

1,250 

449 

704 


3,430 

1,504 

489 

2,038 


«7, 500, 000 
4,000,000 

279,495 
308,670 


824,180 
1,022,952 


95 


75,672 
87,795 


4,009,000 
2,500,000 


7,400,000 
7,400,000 
10,500.000 
750.000 
4,570.000 
4,570,000 
2,577,342 
2,608,650 


100 
H90 
92 
46 
93 
94 
95 
86 


100,000 

ti,om 

175.000 
«),000 
60,000 
65,000 
136,542 
128,853 


e 106, 357 
e  214, 673 
225,000 
(«) 
2,200,000 
670,000 
250,000 
450.000 


250.000.000 
100,000,000 


I 


"  At  Rio  de  Janeiro.  • 

i>  Nine  mills  reported  out  of  20. 

'Cotton  stoclc  a^-ailable  for  export  In  July;  mill  position  practically  unchanged. 

i  For  Normandy. 

<  Normandy  mills  supplied  for  tour  months. 

/  Statistics  based  on  estimate. 


TEAB'S  BECOBD  OF  WOBID'S  SHIPS  LOST  TO  COHMEBCE. 

The  number  of  ships  lost  to  commerce  throughout  the  world  is 

S resented  in  the  statistical  summary  for  1914,  prepared  by  Lloyd's 
Register,  which  announces  that  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  gross 
reduction  in  the  effective  mercantile  marine  of  the  world  amounted 
to  766  vessels  of  1,055,112  tons,  excluding  all  vessels  of  less  than  100 
tons.  Of  this  total,  491  were  steamers  representing  870,662  tons, 
and  275  sailing  vessels,  of  184,450  tons.  The  reduction  was  due  to 
those  lost,  broken  up,  condemned,  etc. 

The  sailing-vessel  record  is  practically  the  same  as  in  1913,  but  the 
loss  to  commerce  of  steamers  represented  a  total  of  338,000  tons 
higher  than  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  losses  involved  are  but  a  small  percentage  of  the  full  mer- 
cantile marine  of  all  countries,  the  figures  of  which  for  1914  were: 
Steamers,  24,444,  tonnage,  27,987,782;  sailing  vessels,  6,392,  tonnage, 
3,685,675;  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  30,836,  tonnage,  31,673,457. 
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HOXTnrOHAK'S  EZFOBTS  TO  TnilTED  STATES. 

[Consnl  C.  M.  Hitch,  Notttnghaiii,  England,  July  23.] 

A  comparison  of  the  total  value  of  the  exports  from  Nottingham, 
England,  to  the  United  States  for  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1915, 
with  the  corresponding  quarter  last  year  shows  a  decrease  of  $38,367, 
to  which  may  be  added  the  items  of  paint,  ale,  and  rottenstone,  all 
of  which  are  included  for  the  first  time  in  this  year's  Nottingham 
returns,  as  a  result  of  the  recent  closing  of  the  consular  agency  at 
Derby,  which  has  hitherto  reported  them,  bringing  the  total  de- 
crease to  about  $59,300,  or  about  3^  per  cent. 

The  principal  decreases  are :  Cotton  lace,  $273,063 ;  cotton  veiling, 
$10,108;  lace  curtains,  $12,376;  warp  machinery,  $7,517;  woolen  un- 
derwear, $15,752;  woolen  hosiery,  $4,409.  The  decreased  figures  in 
cotton  lace  and  veiling  are  attributed  to  lack  of  American  orders, 
while  the  decreases  in  machinery  and  woolen  goods  are  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  manufacturers  of  these  classes  of  goods  are  filling  Gov- 
ernment orders. 

Partly  offsetting  the  decreases  are  these  increases:  Cotton  nets, 
$107,427;  silk  nets,  $50,801;  cotton  yam.  $24,972;  linen  piece  goods, 
$31,350;  union  piece  goods,  $13,310;  rabbit  skins,  $16,639;  pickled 
and  raw  sheep  skins,  ^6,820. 

Demand  for  Goods  ij  American  Buyers. 

The  large  and  steady  demand  by  American  buyers  for  all  kinds  of 
nets  has  caused  the  large  increase  in  net  exports.  The  increases  in 
linen  and  imion  piece  goods  are  attributed  to  various  local  houses 
securing  large  orders  from  the  States,  purchasing  in  other  parts  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  then  snipping  them  from  here.  The 
other  increases,  in  rabbit  skins  and  pickled  and  raw  sheep  skins,  are 
due  to  the  closing  of  markets  on  the  Continent,  sellers  having  en- 
tered the  American  market  instead.  This  is  also  the  case  with  the 
items  of  horsehair,  leather  chamois,  and  glue. 

The  total  value  of  exports  from  Nottingham  to  the  United  States 
for  the  quarter  under  consideration,  according  to  invoices  certified 
at  the  American  consulate,  was  $1,704,678,  whfle  the  amount  for  the 
corresponding  quarter  in  1914  was  $1,743,045.  Exports  to  the  Philip- 
pine Inlands  decreased  from  $10,176  to  $5,377. 
Exports  from  Leicester  Consular  District. 

The  declared  export  returns  of  the  consular  district  of  Leicester, 
England,  show  a  decrease  of  $90,518,  or  almost  60  per  cent  in  com- 
parison with  the  returns  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914. 

The  increases,  especially  in  the  items  of  furniture  (cane)  and  hat- 
bands, are  due  to  larger  orders  being  placed  by  American  buyers. 
One  firm  in  this  district  is  among  the  largest  manufacturers  of  hat- 
bands in  the  world.  The  other  large  increase,  namely,  in  wool,  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  shippers  have  exported  this  raw  wool  to  the 
United  States  to  have  it  made  into  manufactured  goods  and  shipped 
back  to  this  coimtry. 

Exports  from  the  Leicester  district  to  the  United  States  for  the 
quarter  ended  June  30,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate,  were  $61,625,  compared  with  $152,143  for  the  corre- 
Eiponding  quarter  in  1914. 
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AMEBICAH  FOBTS  DT  FOSEIOH  TRADE. 

The  rank  of  the  different  domestic  porta  in  handling  the  un- 
precedented foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1915,  is  indicated  by  the  following  compilation  prepared  by 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce.  It  shows  that  10  districts  handled  85  per  cent  of  the 
total  trade.  New  York  alone  is  credited  with  48  per  cent,  having 
increased  its  leadership  during  the  year.  In  1914, 45  per  cent  passed 
through  its  customhouse. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  trade  of  the  10  leading  customs 
districts,  as  indicated  by  the  commerce  passing  through  the  custom- 
houses at  their  leading  ports,  with  comparisons  covering  the  fiscal 
years  1914  and  1915.  The  low  position  of  certain  great  centers  of 
trade  and  industry  is  due  to  the  fact  that  imports  destined  for  con- 
sumption in  their  area  are  to  a  large  extent  credited  to  the  exterior 
ports  of  first  arrival,  while  exports  the  product  of  one  locality  are 
often  sold  first  to  other  domestic  jobbing  centers  or  forwarded  to 
agents  located  on  the  seaboard  or  frontier  where,  upon  shipment 
abroad,  they  are  credited  in  the  official  trade  accounts.  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  Cleveland,  Kansas  City,  Los  Angeles,  Portland,  Oreg. ; 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Louisville,  Indianapofis,  Omaha,  Pittsburgh, 
and  other  great  trade  centers  fall  within  this  class. 


Ports  imd  db- 

Total  foreign  trade. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

trlcts. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

NewYork 

New  Orleans 

Boeton 

11,905,000,000 
283,000,000 
220,000,000 
268,000,000 
161,000,000 
130,000,000 
144,000,000 
129,000,000 
110,000,000 
118,000,000 

3,474,000,000 

785,000,000 

12,125,000,000 
289,000,000 
260,000,000 
240,000,000 
164,000,000 
158,000,000 
157,000,000 
143,000,000 
136,000,000 
105,000,000 

3,777,000,000 

666,000,000 

81,040,000,000 
89,000,000 
160,000,000 
12,000,000 
90,000,000 
67,000,000 
34,000,000 
26,000,000 
65,000,000 
30,000,000 

1,609,000,000 

286,000,000 

$931,000,000 
80,000,000 
153,000.000 
10,000,000 
73,000,000 
76,000,000 
25,000,000 
25,000,000 
68,000,000 
31,000,000 

1,472,000,000 

202,000,000 

$865,000,000 
194,000,000 
66,000,000 
256,000.000 
65,000,000 
63,000,000 
110,000,000 
103,000,000 
55,000,000 
88,000,000 

1,865,000,000 

600,000,000 

209,000,000 

107,000.000 

380,000.000 

91,000,000 

82,000,000 

132,000,000 

118,000,000 

68,000,000 

74,000,000 

2,305,000,000 

464,000,000 

Galveston 

PhUadelphla 

San  Francisco 

Baltimore 

Detroit 

Seattle-Tacoms . . 

BuSalo 

Total,  10  dls- 

ricU 

Total,    all 

other" 

Grand  total.. 

4,259,000,000 

4,443,000,000 

1,894,000,000 

1,674,000,000 

2,365,000,000 

2,769,000,000 

<  The  constituent  districts  ai«  shown  in  the  table  below. 

Trade  of  Other  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  commerce  of  American  ports  or 
districts  having  each  a  foreign  trade  of  less  than  $100,000,000: 


Ports  and  districts. 


Total  foreign  trade. 


1914 


1915 


Imports. 


1914 


1915 


Exports. 


1914 


1915 


Norfollc-Newport  News 

Savannah  

St.  Lawrence  River  ports 

Chicago 

Vermont  ports 

Dalrota 

Fort  Arthur 

Maine  and  New  Hampshire 

ports 

UobUe 


$33,000,000 
117,000.000 
86,000,000 
48,000,000 
51,000,000 
48,000,000 
36,000,000 

16,000,000 
58,000^000 


106,000,000 
78,000,000 
60,000,000 
63,000,000 
47,000,000 
36,000,000 
30,000^000 

28,000,000 
26,000,000 


$7,000,000 
6,000,000 
52,000,000 
39,000,000 
22,000,000 
10,000,000 
2,000,000 

9,000,000 
7,000,003 


$7,000,000 
3,000,000 
38,000,000 
29,000^000 
18,000,000 
11,000,000 
1,000,000 

8,000,000 
6,000,000 


126,000,000 
111,000,000 
34,000,000 
9,000,000 
38,000,000 
88,000^000 
24,000,000 

7,000,000 
61,000,000 


$89,000^000 
76,000,000 
82,000,000 
34,000,000 
38,000^000 
16,000^000 
39,000^000 

30^000,000 
21, 000, 000 
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Forts  and  districts. 


Total  foreign  trade. 


m* 


KU 


Imports. 


1914 


MIS 


Exports. 


1914 


19U 


Tampa,     lacbooTiUa,     and 

Pensacola 

Portland,  Oreg 

Ohio  (Cleveland-Toledo) 

El  Paso,  Tex 

Cbarlestoa,  8.C 

Duluth 

North  Carolina,  Wilmington.. 

Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Porto  Rico  ports 

Rochester 

Arhona 

]Lo9  Angeles 

St.  Louis 

Laredo,  Tex 

Mionesota  (except  Duluth) . . . 

ConDecticut 

Montana  and  Idaho 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex 

Pittsburgh 

Rhode  Island 

Wisconsin  ...■ 

Alaslca 

Omaha 

Louisville 

Indianapolis 

All  other  ports' 


$52,901,000 
18.000,000 
30,00:),rOJ 
10.000. 00) 
27. 000, COO 
18,000,000 

29.1100,  (no 

7,  liiK).lO0 
13.ix*',<i00 
lO.WD.llOD 
23,i»M,(IOO 

7,(HVOJ3 
IO,iV):l.i!00 
10.  »■  1(1.  (100 

e.iKH.iioo 
s.i->i  '00 
8.i>i<i  itra 

6  1'  '1  (00 
3,^.,„..I00 

2,(xn,noo 

3,000,00',) 
2.000,000 

i,aio,ooo 

1,003,000 
1,000,000 
2,000,000 


$a),ff}o.ooo 

W.OTO.OOO 
21,(yX),0)0 

l7,no,>.(Oi) 

Ifi.OOO.OO) 

1I'\'11(1.(X» 
13.(t".  (KM 
lO.lnl,  IXW 
10,(s»l.i'0') 
.Su:).i,(iOO 
S,(»l,),'100 
7,(»:i'  1100 
f.,lk<).[XM 
().(i0i(,  ilOO 
4,l!(H,IIO0 
•l.tHUl.ilOO 
4,(«KI.IIOO 
:i  i.';.i,il03 
100 
2',00((,0!10 
2, 000,  TOT 
2,000.000 
1,000,  COO 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 


110, 0~0  0^ 
4.000,000 

12.030,000 
7.0"0.000 
(■■,000.000 
5.000,0)8 

.  4,000,0110 
6.0OJ.0O0 
4,000.000 
4,000.0  0 

16,000.000 
S,00:l,OiO 

10,000,001 
5,000,00'J 
6,000,000 
6,000.001 
3,000.001 
6,000,000 
3.000,000 
2  000,000 
3.01X1,000 
1.010,000 
1,000,000 

i,coa,ooo 

1,000,000 
2,000,000 


»7. 001. 001 
3.00O.0O1 
8.001,0)0 
9, 00).  000 
3, 000.  (01 
0,00).  000 
2,000,00) 
0,000. 030 
3,00;),0(») 
3,00  ,100 
5.001.000 
.'i,r«"V0D3 
6.(110.100 
4.(l'«l,(C') 


142. 000. 0'^ 
14.000,101 
l)(.0fl).(O0 
3,000.010 
21,0*1,000 
IS. COO. 000 
25.0  "0.000 
1,000,  liflO 
9.GI>1,000 
0,000,000 
7,000,000 
2,0C0.flOJ 


ni^.  010,000 

20.000,000 
13.0(i0,CO3 
(i.fiOO.'OO 
13.(X)0.000 
10,000,000 

ii,oou,oao 

4,000,000 
7,  coo,  000 
6,00.000 
3,(00,000 
2,103,0,0 


4.(K 


l,r<n 

lAltr 


10) 

.mn 

.1100 

.'00 

00 

00 

00 

.,00 

,i«0 

,!I00 

.'00 

,1100 


6,000,000 


2,000,000 


3,000.000 
1,000,000 


2,000,000 
1,000,000 


1,000,000 


1,000,000 


ainclude  Denver,  tSOO.OOO  imports  in  1914,  1300,000  in  1915;  Iowa,  t33\a03  in  1914,  t203,0001a  1915: 
Utah  and  Nevada,  1100,003  in  1914  and  1915;  and  Tenneosee,  $500,000  in  1914,  $103,030  in  1915. 

Those  interested  in  the  particular  lines  of  merchandise  handled 
at  any  given  port  will  find  that  information  in  "Commerce  and 
Navigation  of  the  United  States."  That  book  is  on  file  at  leading 
public  depositories  and  is  for  sale  by  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  at  New  York,  Boston,  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  New  Orleans,  Atlanta,  San  Francisco,  and  Seattle,  and 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D,  C,  for  $1. 


GAME  FLEimFTJL  IS  BBITISH  COLUMBIA. 

[Consul  General  B.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  Conada,  Aug.  2.] 

Reports  from  the  game  wardens  from  various  parts  of  British 
Columbia,  especially  m  the  Grand  Forks  and  Greenwood  districts, 
are  to  the  effect  that  deer  are  so  plentiful  this  season  that  it  is  remi- 
niscent of  early  days  in  the  Province,  before  the  miners  and  others 
nearly  exterminated  the  game  and  the  Government  had  to  provide 
laws  for  the  protection  of  the  herds  of  wild  animals.  It  is  also  re- 
ported that  coyotes  have  multiplied  in  proportion  with  the  deer, 
which  form  a  large  part  of  their  food,  in  spite  of  the  bounty  of  $3  a 
head  which  the  Government  pays  for  their  destruction. 

From  the  Kootenay  district  comes  good  reports  as  to  the  caribou, 
which  are  said  to  be  very  plentiful  in  the  Selkirks.  Owing  to  their 
later  arrival  this  season  the  first  reports  given  out  were  very  pessi- 
mistic, but  when  the  herds  began  to  arrive  they  were  found  to  be 
much  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  mild  winter  of  the  past 
season  anci  the  absence  of  heavy  snowfalls  in  the  mountains  were 
favorable  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  herbivorous  wild  animals 
in  the  Province,  and  hunters  are  rejoicing  in  the  prospects  of  un- 
usually good  sport  when  the  season  opens  this  fall. 
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CANAL  TBAFFIC  FOB  FISCAL  TEAS. 

[Panama  Canal  Becord  tor  Jiug.  4.] 


'At  the  close  of  business  on  June  30, 1915,  was  completed  the  fiscal 
year  which  included  all  of  the  period  during  which  the  canal  has 
Deen  opened  to  commercial  traffic  of  oceangoing  ships.  This  period, 
from  August  14,  1914,  to  July  1,  1915,  was  lOJ  months,  ot  seven- 
eighths  of  a  calendar  year. 

During  this  period  the  canal  was  used  by  1,088  vessels,  having 
aggregate  gross  and  net  tonnage  of  5,416,787  and  3,843,035  tons,  re- 
spectively, Panama  Canal  measurement,  and  carrying  a  total  of 
4,969,792  tons  of  cargo.  The  movement  of  4,969,792  tons  of  cargo  in 
10^  months  is  at  the  rate  of  5,679,762  tons  in  a  full  calendar  year ;  or 
473,313.5  tons  per  month ;  or  15,530.6  tons  per  day. 

The  number  of  vessels  passing  through  the  canal  in  each  direction 
and  the  tons  of  cargo  handled,l)y  months,  since  the  opening  of  the 
canal  to  commercial  traffic  (not  including  the  barge  traffic  prior  to 
August  15)  were: 


Eastbound. 

Westboond. 

TotaL 

Montb. 

Vassels. 

Cargo, 
tons. 

Vassels. 

Cargo, 
tons. 

Vetads. 

Cargo, 
tons. 

August .....•••••••••••••••«••••■••••••.. 

13 
27 
44 
64 
43 
44 
39 
67 
69 
67 
83 

40,108 
141,762 
188,089 
206,510 
179,235 
208,082 
150,987 
217,447 
237,384 
246,534 
320,619 

11 
80 
40 
88 

67 
54 

53 
80 
60 
76 
60 

82,178 
180,278 
363288 
242,291 

271,219 
240,925 
278,078 
417,610 
285. 4S7 
332,174 
282,561 

24 
67 
84 
93 
100 
98 
92 
137 
119 
142 
143 

111,384 

September ••.•...•.....•....«••..•.•.... 

322,038 

October 

42ll367 

448,801 

December  ...................................... 

460,464 

January ..•..•....»..•••.••.•......•.•... 

449,007 

427,066 

March 

636,067 

April 

522,841 

ifoj^:;:::;;;;;;;;;:::::::;::;;:::;;;;;;;;;;:;:: 

578,708 

803,180 

Total ^........^... 

530 

2,126,735 

668 

2,844,067 

1,08S 

4,989,793 

Five  Great  Trade  Xoute*. 

Of  the  983  vessels  which  were  laden,  all  but  27  were  plying  over  the 
five  following  great  trade  routes:  The  coastwise  route  of  United 
States  trade,  a  route  between  Europe  and  the  west  coast  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  a  route  between  Europe  and  South  and 
Central  America,  one  between  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  and  Central  America,  and  one  between 
the  United  States  and  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  the  Far  East. 
These  routes  were  used  by  nearly  97  per  cent  of  the  vessels  carrying 
cargo.  The  3  per  cent  of  loaded  vessels  which  were  not  plying  over 
these  routes  consisted  principally  of  naval  auxiliaries  carrying  coal 
to  undetermined  destinations,  fishing  vessels,  and  several  vessels 
carrying  lumber  and  sugar  over  unusual  routings. 

The  United  States  coastwise  route  was  used  by  335  vessels,  with 
total  net  tonnage  of  1,305,291,  carrying  1,846,658  tons  of  cargo.  With 
reference  to  the  total  traffic,  both  laden  and  ballast  vessels,  this  was 
30.7  per  cent  of  all  vessels  using  the  canal,  36.5  per  cent  of  the  net 
tonnage,  and  37.1  per  cent  of  the  cargo. 

The  route  between  Europe  and  the  west  coast  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  was  used  by  142  vessels  (13.05  per  cent  of  all),  with  net 
tonnage  of  528,079  tons  (13.7  per  cent  of  all),  carrying  834,899  tons 
of  cargo  (16.8  per  cent  of  all). 
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Traffic  between  Europe  and  South  and  Central  America,  including 
those  vessels  plying  between  the  Atlantic  terminus  of  the  canal  and 
west  coast  ports,  which  carried  cargo  moving  between  Europe  and 
South  and  Central  America,  engaged  155  vessels  (14.2  per  cent), 
with  net  tonnage  of  428,224  (11.14  per  cent),  carrying  503,672  tons 
of  cargo  (10.13  per  cent). 

Traffic  between  South  and  Central  America,  including  likewise  the 
vessels  terminating  their  voyages  at  one  of  the  canal  ports  but  mov- 
ing their  cargo  over  this  route,  engaged  206  vessels  (18.93  per  cent)j 
with  net  tonnage  of  707,463  (18.4  per  cent),  carrying  cargo  amount- 
ing to  947,871  tons  (19.07  per  cent). 

The  route  between  the  Atlantic  seaboard  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Far  East,  including  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  engaged 
118  vessels  (10.84  per  cent),  with  net  tonnage  of  488,517  (12.7  per 
cent),  carrying  725,712  tons  of  cargo  (14.8  per  cent). 

The  vessels  without  cargo  or  in  ballast,  numbering  105,  had  an 
aggregate  net  tonnage  of  306,086.  This  was  9.65  per  cent  of  all 
vessels  and  7.96  per  cent  of  the  entire  net  tonnage.  The  average 
cargo  of  the  laden  vessels  was  5,055.7  tons.  The  average  of  cargo 
among  all  the  1,088  vessels,  laden  and  in  ballast,  was  4,567.8  tons. 

Principal  Commodities  Composing  Cargoes. 

The  principal  commodities  passing  through  the  canal,  with  the 
quantities  moving  in  each  direction,  from  August  14,  1914,  to  July  1 , 
1915,  were : 


Article. 

Atlantic 

to 
Pacific. 

raciOc 

to 
AUanUc. 

Total. 

Nitrates 

Totu.  1 

411 

^088 

279,064 

220,229 

7,683 

-Tmu. 

651,537 

277,776 

7,  cm 

32,199 
222,689 
204,751 

53,968 
179,341 

83,904 

Tont. 
651,948 

flnifnr ...       . ^ 

298,864 

Coal 

286,  £64 

2S2.428 

Wbrat 

230.223 

Barley 

204,751 

Hanufocturad  goods  oT  Iron  and  steel 

196,234 
2,325 
2,200 

£6,103 
3,!'ll 
2,810 

44,781 
6,955 

32,788 
3,731 

24,2S0 
2,718 

24,990 

203 

5 

57,637 

21,198 

202,203 

Lumber 

181,666 

86,104 

Itailroad  material 

66,106 

.'.0,283 
40,988 

4,(X!3 

40, 0« 

9^4 

26,S63 

6,3M 
27,16S 

2.011 
26,725 
24,531 

54,094 

Copper 

49,799 

48,848 

Cannea  floods 

46,998 

Machinery 

33,742 

Oils,  cruoiB : 

30,594 

Tin. 

30,584 

Ceflee 

29,886 

27,001 

Cacao .". '. 

36,923 

Wool 

24,(36 

Cement      .  .  .....    , 

22.637 

21.19S 

20,740 

20,740 

c3m!:!!^.:::;::::;i:::!"::::""":":::::::":"i;;""":""::::::: 

20,444 
5,221 
16,647 
686 
12,851 
10,302 

1,037 

i',C36 

23 

237 

20,444 

Vegetobleoib 

13,393 

1,07.5 

12,637 

18.817 

Teoctiles 

18,722 

Wines 

13,223 

Creosote 

12,851 

ChemicaU 

1,909 
11.300 
8,643 

12,211 

11,363 

Rice 

9.6SO 

Wire  feiMliiff 

8,636 

Seed 

7,160 
6,S77 

7,183 

Beans 

7,114 

The  total  of  the  foregoing  is  3,056,382  tons,  which  is  61J  per  cent 
of  the  total  cargo  (4,969,792  tons)  passing  through  the  canal  to  July 
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1,  1915.  The  cargo  listed  as  "general  cargo"  and  the  foregoing 
together  constituted  over  seven-eighths  of  the  total  traffic.  The  re- 
maining one-eighth  was  made  up  of  about  100  different  articles. 

Hationalitiet  of  Vessels — Toll*. 

Vessels  of  15  nations  passed  through  the  canal  in  the  period  under 
consideration.  According  to  nationality,  the  American  vessels  led 
with  471,  but  this  number  is  only  7  more  than  the  464  British.  Nor- 
wegian vessels  numbered  41 ;  Chilean,  35 ;  Danish,  24 ;  Swedish,  18 ; 
Dutch,  7;  Japanese  and  Russian,  6  each;  Peruvian,  4;  French  and 
Honduran,  3  each ;  Italian,  Nicaraguan,  and  Panaman,  2  each. 

The  tolls  levied  during  the  fiscal  year,  not  including  $80,873  levied 
on  vessels  of  the  United  States  Government,  amoimted  to  $4,343,383. 
The  current  expenses  for  operation  and  maintenance  during  the  fiscal 
year  were  $4,112,550.  The  excess  of  toll  earnings  over  expenses  was, 
accordingly,  $230,833.  These  figures,  however,  do  not  take  into  ac- 
count the  depreciation  of  plant,  except  in  a  few  cases  of  relatively 
slight  importance,  and  do  not  consider  the  interest  on  the  money  in- 
vested or  a  charge  to  amortize  the  debt,  and  a  considerable  part  of 
the  tolls  will  be  refunded  on  account  of  the  ruling  that  the  tolls  shall 
not  be  greater  than  the  equivalent  of  a  charge  of  $1.25  per  net  ton  on 
the  basis  of  measurement  for  registry  in  the  United  States.  This  will 
wipe  out  the  present  profit. 

The  earnings  by  months  during  the  year  were:  July,  $7,598; 
August,  $88,402;  September,  $266,513;  October,  $375,787;  November, 
$381,533;  December,  $410,044 ;  January,  $419,037 ;  February,  $383,905 ;' 
March,  $560,785;  April,  $442,415;  May,  $547,055;  June,  $541,182. 


LENGTH  OF  LINES  IN  FBDIABY  TBIANOULATION. 

Commerce  Reports  of  August  10,  1915,  contained  an  interesting 
article  by  Consul  General  R.  E.  Mansfield,  at  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  in  regard  to  a  line  135  miles  in  length  in  the  triangulation 
of  Canada,  which  is  stated  to  be  perhaps  the  second  longest  line  ever 
measured  in  triangulation. 

In  the  primary  triangulation  of  the  United  States  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  on  the  Transcontinental  Arc  extending  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Oceans,  and  in  California,  a  number  of  lines 
of  greater  length  were  determined.  The  longest  line  is  that  from 
Toiyabe  Dome,  Nev.,  to  Ragged-  Peak,  Nev.,  about  227  miles  in 
length.  This,  however,  was  observed  only  in  one  direction.  The 
line  from  Mount  Shasta,  Cal.,  to  Mount  Helena,  Cal.,  is  192  miles 
in  length,  and  the  line  from  Mount  Ellen,  Utah,  to  Mount  Uncom- 
pahgre,  Colo.,  is  183  miles  in  length.  In  one  triangle  formed  by 
iWheeler  Peak,  Nev.,  Mount  Nebo,  Utah,  and  Pilot  Peak,  Nev.,  the 
sides  are  respectively  148,  148,  and  141  miles  in  length.  The  lino 
from  Mount  Conness,  Cal.,  to  Mount  Diablo,  Cal.,  is  142  miles  in 
length,  that  from  Mount  Helena,  Cal.,  to  Round  Top,  142  miles,  and 
that  from  Mount  Lola,  Cal.,  to  Moimt  Diablo,  Cal.,  136  miles  in 
length. 

In  the  trigonometrical  survey  of  India  the  positions  of  mountain 
peaks  were  <fetennined  at  distances  of  over  200  miles. 
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ESnUATE  OF  CANABIAKT  OBAIIT  PEODVCTION. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  WUliam,  Ontario.  Ang.  9,  1915.) 

From  a  careful  inquiiy  into  the  subject  it  appears  that  there  are 
•wide  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  estimated  total  production  of 
grain  in  the  Canadian  west.  These  differences  have  been  due  largely 
to  the  varying  weather  conditions  which  have  been  experienced  dur- 
ing the  growing  season,  especially  on  account  of  the  long,  cold  spring, 
-  followed  by  unusually  wet  weather  later  in  the  season.  During  the 
last  two  weeks,  however,  a  period  of  high  temperatures  and  dry 
weather  has  encouraged  the  belief  that  the  crop  as  a  whole  will  l>e 
fully  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  optimists. 

On  that  basis  the  present  day  estimate  is  that  the  total  for  all 
grains  will  reach  825,000,000  bushels,  the  predictions  for  wheat 
having  ranged  from  200,000,000  to  260,000,000  bushels,  but  now  esti- 
mated to  be  about  240,000,000.  Of  the  total  grain  crop,  it  is  stated 
that  some  75,000,000  bushels  wiU  be  left  in  the  West  for  feed,  seed, 
and  manufacture;  that  250,000,000  will  be  available  for  lake  ship- 
ment ;  that  approximately  100,000,000  will  be  held  in  eastern  Canada 
for  domestic  consumption;  and  that  from  130,000,000  to  150,000,000 
bushels  will  be  available  for  export  purposes. 

[Consnl  JaUDS  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Ang.  11.] 

Great  Damage  to  Crops  In  Ontario. 

The  Provincial  Minister  of  Agriculture  estimates  the  loss  to  the 
crops  in  Ontario  by  the  recent  storms  and  rains  at  $20,000,000.  The 
wheat  crop,  which  is  not  relatively  important  in  this  Province,  has 
suffered  most,  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  being  damaged  after 
being  cut  to  such  an  extent  wiat  it  will  be  unfit  for  milling  purposes. 
Owing  to  the  storms  and  smut  the  large  oats  crop  will  be  reduced 
about  25  per  cent.  The  loss  to  barley,  another  important  crop  in 
Ontario,  will  not  be  great.  The  hay  crop,  which  is  the  most  valu- 
able field  crop,  amounting  to  more  than  $50,000,000  a  year,  has  suf- 
fered considerably,  but  as  the  first  crop  was  light  and  the  second 
promises  to  be  large,  the  average  of  the  two  may  be  up  to  last  year's 

Jield.  The  potato  crop  has  been  damaged  considerably,  owing  to 
light  caused  by  too  much  wet  weather.  Some  idea  of  the  unusual 
weather  conditions  prevailing  last  week  may  be  gained  from  the 
fact  that  the  rainfall  in  one  period  of  24  hours  at  loronto  amounted 
to  3.75  inches,  the  total  annual  average  precipitation  in  Ontario  being 
less  than  80  inches. 

SHIP  HOVEMENTS  IN  LAS  PALMAS. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  Tenerlffe,  Canary  Islands,  July  16.] 

During  June  213  steamers  entered  the  port  of  Las  Palmas,  Grand 
Canary,  having  a  total  displacement  of  526,224  tons.  Classified 
according  to  nationality,  the  vessels  numbered:  Spanish,  80;  Eng- 
lish, 69;  Greek,  17;  Norwegian,  14;  Dutch,  6,  Swedish,  6;  Italian,  6; 
French,  5;  Danish,  5;  Belgian,  4;  Brazilian,  1. 

Sailing  vessels  carrying  cargo  numbered  145,  with  a  tonnage  of 
6,556  tons,  and  all  carried  the  Spanish  flag. 
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AKESICAV  TBADE  DT  COPPER. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washii^ton,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  Aug.  7,  1915,  were  as  follows: 

UCP0RT& 


Coontrias. 

Ore,  matte  and  regulos 
(copper  contents). 

Pigs,  ingots,  ban, 
plates,  and  old,  etc 

Spain 

Poundt. 

Pounit. 

1,343,609 

183,493 

1253,965 

99,020 
134,885 
752,640 
4,676,991 
112,692 
223,795 

114,435 
28,977 
85,718 

559,235 
20,285 
38,987 

31,635 

NftwffHmdlftTid .-T--t-- - 

Cuba       

Chile              

497,688 
569,554 

89,6(8 

Peru                       

102,520 

134,035 

64,171 

Total 

6,000,023 

745,637 

2,927.379 

541,96* 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Coon  tries. 


France 

Italy..... , 

Norway , 

England 

Scotland 

Canada 

Central  America. 

Mexico 

Cuba 

BraxU 


Pigs,  lnKots.bars,plates, 
and  old,  etc. 


Pounit. 

2,822,027 

$523,124 

224,059 

45,930 

70,908 

13,480 

3,427,144 

635,733 

228,992 

43,802 

47,683 

8,189 

110 

24 

4,897 

439 

8,651 

1,749 

4,080 

739 

Countries. 


Colombia 

Peru , 

Venexuela 

British  East  Indies 
Dutch  East  Indies 

New  Zealand 

PbiUppines 

Total 


Pigs,  ingots,  ban,  plates, 
and  old,  etc 


Ptunit. 
7,348 
1,439 
541 
9,141 
C5,885 
1,271 
5,423 


6,919,599 


tl,411 

303 

11* 

1,863 

10,503 

361 

1,0«7 


1,288,844 


FOBEIOK  VESSELS  ADUmXS  TO  AKESICAir  BE0ISTB7. 

During  the  week  ended  August  14,  1915,  there  were  admitted  to 
American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18, 1914,  2  vessels,  freight 
steamers,  of  a  total  tonnage  of  7,771  gross,  as  follows : 

Spyroa  Vdllianos,  4,471  gross,  formerly  Greek  Spyros  Vallianoa. 

San  Mateo,  3,300  gross,  new  vessel,  built  at  Belfast,  Ireland,  1915. 

The  Spyros  Vallianos  is  owned  by  the  American  Transatlantic  C5o. 
(Inc.)  and  the  San  Mateo  by  the  San  Mateo  Steamship  Corporation^ 
both  of  New  York. 

Under  date  of  August  9  last  the  Bureau  reported  149  vessels  of 
527,071  gross  tons  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of 
August  18,  1914,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jime  30,  1915.  This 
should  be  corrected  to  read,  148  vessels,  523,361  gross  tons,  as  the 
steamer  Communipaw,  3,710  gross  tons,  was  not  provisionally  regis- 
tered until  July  8,  1915.  With  the  latter  vessel  included  in  the 
number  admitted  to  date  since  June  30, 1915,  the  total  so  far  for  the 
present  fiscal  year  is  8  vessels,  29,134  gross  tons. 
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BSESLATT  AND  FOSEN  STREET  CAB  BECEIFTS. 

[CoDiul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslaa,  Qermanr,  Jaly  22.] 

The  total  passenger  receipts  of  the  Electric  Street  Railway  Co.  of 
Breslau  for  June,  1915,  were  $23,310,  as  against  $25,126  for  May, 
1915,  and  $24,353  for  June,  1914.  For  the  six  months  ended  June 
30,  1915,  the  total  receipts  were  $124,256,  as  compared  with  $132,654 
for  the  same  period  in  1914. 

The  total  receipts  of  the  Posen  street  railways  for  June,  1915, 
were  $32,419,  as  against  $30,110  for  June,  1914.  For  the  six  months 
ended  June  30,  1915,  the  receipts  were  $174,375,  as  compared  with 
$163,023  for  the  same  period  in  1914, 

Both  of  these  street  railways  are  municipally  owned  and  operated. 
There  is  also  a  privately  owned  street  railway  in  Breslau  whose  finan- 
cial statement  has  not  been  annoimced. 

The  regular  fare  for  one  continuous  ride,  with  transfer  privileges 
to  other  branches  of  the  same  line,  is  $0.0238.  Dogs  are  permitted  to 
ride  with  passengers,  but  full  fare  must  be  paid.  Commutation  rates 
of  $7.14  per  adult  person  per  year  are  also  used.  Every  month  these 
passengers  secure  a  stamp  similar  to  a  postage  stamp  which  is  placed 
m  a  book  for  that  purpose  and  which  must  be  shown  by  each  pas- 
senger as  he  enters  the  car.  Other  passengers  are  given  a  ticket  when 
the  fare  is  paid.  These  tickets  must  be  held  in  readiness  for  the  con- 
troller, who  may  board  the  car  at  any  time  or  place.  There  are  no 
registers  to  "  ring  up  "  the  fares. 

Each  car  is  permitted  to  carry  21  passengers  inside,  6  on  the  front 
platform,  and  7  on  the  rear  platform.  Strap  hanging  is  an  unusual 
occurrence.  Since  the  opening  of  the  war  about  half  of  the  conduc- 
tors are  women. 


AITSTBIA  BEOULATES  ALCOHOL  MANUFACTITBE. 

[Consul  General  Albert  Balstead,  Vienna,  July  IS.] 

Austria  has  prohibited,  under  an  imperial  decree  of  June  30,  the 
establishment  and  operation  of  new  nonagricultural  distilleries, 
which  are  subject  to  a  consumption  tax  under  the  laws  of  1888  and 
1889.  The  construction  and  operation  of  new  alcohol  refineries  is 
also  prohibited.  In  existing  plants  that  make  alcohol,  and  in  agri- 
cultural distilleries  as  well,  neither  alterations  nor  enlargements  may 
be  made  which  would  result  in  a  larger  production  of  spirits  than 
was  permitted  prior  to  the  promulgation  of  the  decree. 

Apparatus  capable  of  producing  pure  spirits  direct  from  the  mash 
and  plants  for  refining  spirits  in  agricultural  distilleries  are  classed 
as  spirit  refineries.  Agricultural  distilleries  are  those  which  produce 
alcohol  from  such  raw  products  as  potatoes  and  other  farm  prod- 
ucts— a  kind  of  distillery  that  is  not  very  common  in  the  United 
States.  An  exception  is  made  so  that  plants  that  have  been  destroyed 
may  be  reconstructed.  Authority  is  granted  to  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  in  cooperation  with  the  Ministers  of  Commerce  and  Agri- 
culture, to  make  exceptions  to  the  newly  established  rules,  if  the  total 
output  or  market  conditions  make  such  exceptions  necessary. 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OFFOBTTJHITIES. 

Beserred  addrestes  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Ita  branek  oflleea.  neqocst 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  number  giren. 

Liquid  soap  containers,  No.  17965. — A  business  man  In  Brazil  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  Import  revolving  liquid  soap  contain- 
ers.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese. 

Chemical  apparatus.  No.  17966. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  cheap  metal  chemical  apparatuses,  sach  as  retort  stand 
clamps,  crucible  tongs,  cork  borers,  cork-borer  sharpeners,  etc.  Catalogues 
and  full  Information  ^ould  be  sent  at  once. 

yetting,  No.  17967. — A  firm  In  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
it  desires  to  import  netting  similar  to  the  sample  wlilch  may  be  examined 
at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  64105.)  The  firm 
states  that  It  wishes  to  place  an  order  for  1,000  yards  of  this  material,  which 
should  be  165  inches  in  width  and  weigh  about  41  grams  to  the  square  meter. 
References  are  given. 

Oils,  greases,  etc.,  No.  17968.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Netherlands 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  that  country  desires  to  buy,  on  his  own 
account,  lubricating  oils  and  greases,  white  mineral  oil,  cottonseed  and  lin- 
seed oil,  rosin,  and  turpentine.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Englisli.  Refer- 
ences are  given. 

Hosiery  and  underwear,  No.  17969. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Ireland 
reports  that  a  manufacturers'  agent  In  his. district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  hosiery,  underwear,  and  gloves  for  women. 
Low  and  medium  priced  grades  are  desired.    References  are  given. 

Typewriters,  No.  17970.— A  firm  in  China  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  represent  American  dealers  in  rebuilt  typewriters.  An 
exclusive  agency  Is  desired. 

Safety  pins,  etc.,  No.  17971. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands 
states  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  advertising  calendars,  fleeced  goods,  safety  pins, 
rubber  goods,  etc.  Payments  are  to  be  made  in  30  days  with  a  2  per  cent 
discount,  or  3  months  net. 

Class,  No.  17972. — ^An  Importer  In  Portugal  Informs  an  American  consular  affloer 
that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  descriptive  matter  relative  to 
glass  for  making  glass  chimneys,  etc.  Prices  should  be  quoted  t.  o.  b.  New 
York.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Leather,  No.  17973. — A  furniture  manufacturer  In  Brazil  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  Import  leather  for  upholstering  furniture. 
Correspondence  should  be  In  the  Portuguese  language.    Reference  is  given. 

Wood,  No.  17974.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Netherlands  writes  that 
a  business  man  In  that  country  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  American  wood.  He  desires  to  receive  atxig- 
ments  on  consignment 

Wire  gauze,  No.  17975. — The  manager  of  a  leading  Portuguese  paper  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  wire  gauze,  type 
75,  for  a  continuous  paper-manufacturing  machine.  Dimensions:  10.4  m. 
circumference  and  1.7  m.  wide.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Portuguese  or 
French. 

Electric  motors.  No.  1797C. — An  established  firm  in  Norway  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
electric  motors. 

Linseed  oil  and  turpentine.  No.  17977. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the 
Netherlands  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  buy  linseed  oil  and 
turpentine.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Poymeit  will 
be  made  against  shipping  documents  in  the  foreign  port. 
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FTTBTHEB  CHANGES  IN  BBITISH  EUBABOO  LIST. 

[Cablegram  received  from  Consul  General  Skinner,  London.] 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  most  recently  reported  chnnges 
in  the  list  of  articles  under  embargo  in  the  united  Kingdom: 
Hosiery  needles,  formerly  prohibited  to  all  destinations,  may  now  be 
exported  to  Britisli  possessions ;  mercury  is  prohibited  to  all  destina- 
tions ;  in  the  list  of  exports  prohibited  to  all  destinations  other  than 
British  possessions  the  new  item,  "  mercury  compounds  and  prepara- 
tions other  than  nitrate  of  mercury,"  is  substituted  for  the  former 
heading  "mercury  salts  and  preparations,"  and  caustic  soda  and 
sodiun^  are  added ;  the  list  of  exports  prohibited  to  all  foreign  coun- 
tries in  Europe  other  than  France,  Italy,  Bussfa,  Spain,  and  Portu- 
gal is  increased  by  the  following  items :  Acetic  acid,  antimony,  anti- 
mony compounds  except  sulphides  and  oxides,  copper  compounds 
except  copper  nitrate  (formerly  prohibited  to  all  destinations), 
copper  iodide,  sulphate  and  suboxide  (formerly  prohibited  to  all 
destinations  other  than  British  possessions),  sodium  cyanide;  and 
sodium  sulphide. 

OOOD  FSOSIJCTION  IN  LYON  SILK  FACTOBIES. 

IVlcc  Consul  John  J.  Ernster,  Lyon,  France,  July  27.] 

Some  of  the  Lyon  silk  manufacturers  are  said  to  have  not  only 
equaled  but  also  surpassed  one-half  of  the  total  receipts  for  normal 
times  during  the  12  months  that  have  elapsed  since  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  according  to  an  article  appearing  in  the  "  Bulletin  des  Soies 
et  des  Soieries."  The  writer  says  that  the  factories  have  in  this 
period  exercised  all  means  to  keep  up  a  certain  activity,  which,  he 
says,  seems  to  have  developed  a  most  satisfactory  result  through  the 
collaboration  of  all  the  silk  manufacturers.  These  producers,  it  is 
said,  now  have  customers  who  were  unknown  to  them  previously, 
and  who  are  expected  to  continue  to  favor  them  with  their  orders. 

The  light  tissues,  such  as  crepe,  muslin,  shawls,  small  taffetas,  and 
satins,  as  well  as  velvets  and  tussiir,  were  particularly  in  favor.  The 
figures  for  Swiss  exportation  during  the  first  half  of  1915  show  only 
a  small  difference  from  those  of  1914. 
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SOUTH  STTSSIAN  GBAIN  SITTTATIOH. 

{CommercUl  Attach^  Heniy  D.  Baker,  PetrogTad,.JnBe  22.] 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Odessa,  where  I  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  secretary  of  the  Odessa  Committee  of  Trade  and  Manu- 
factures concerning  the  conditions  now  prevailing  in  the  grain  trade. 
It  was  stated  that  the  total  quantity  of  all  kinds  of  grain  in  the  port 
of  Odessa  was  not  more  than  29,800  short  tons,  but  that  the  quantity 
of  the  last  crop  of  grain  on  hand  in  the  country,  which  might  eventu- 
ally be  exported  through  Odessa,  amounted  to  900,000  to  1,050,000 
tons. 

The  stocks  of  wheat  and  rye  now  on  hand  at  Odessa  are  somewhat 
smaller  than  during  the  two  previous  years,  whereas  stocks  of  barley 
and  corn  appear  much  larger.  The  explanation  given  was  that  the 
Russian  Government  has  purchased  large  quantities  of  wheat  and 
rye,  whereas  barley  and  corn  have  not  been  similarly  purchased  and 
could  not  be  exported  by  the  usual  route. 
Stocks  of  Grain  at  Odessa. 

The  stocks  in  Odessa  in  June  of  the  last  three  years  of  the  four 
most  important  grains  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  3,870  short  tons  in 
1913,  3,060  tons  m  1914,  and  2,700  tons  in  1915 ;  rye,  3,600  tons,  90 
tons,  and  54  tons  in  the  respective  Tears;  barley,  2,340  tons,  900  tons, 
and  14,400  tons;  com,  3,960  tons,  l',260  tons,  and  7,920  tons. 

In  normal  times  the  stocks  of  wheat  in  June  in  Odessa  would  rep- 
resent the  entire  amount  of  wheat  harvested  in  the  districts  tributary 
to  Odessa,  because  all  the  grain  of  the  old  crops  would  have  been 
shipped  out  from  the  country  estates  and  farms  where  grown  to 
Odessa.  At  the  present  time,  however,  the  granaries  of  estates  and 
farms  are  overloaded  with  ^rain  left  over  from  the  last  crop.  The 
grain  can  be  moved  dnly  within  the  limits  of  the  same  district,  but 
not  from  one  district  to  another,  the  object  of  such  restriction  being 
to  prevent  speculation. 
Grain  Conditions  Satisfactory — Heavy  Export  Xovement  Unlikely. 

It  is  understood  that  growers  of  wheat  and  rye  in  the  black-earth 
country  of  South  Bussia  have  not  been  subjected  to  any  embarrass- 
ment in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to  ship  from  Odessa  this  yeai*. 
The  demand  from  Russia  itself  has  proved  unexpectedly  large. 
Moreover,  the  banks  have  assisted  the  farmers  and  estate  owners  to 
hold  unsold  portions  of  their  grain.  There  has  been  no  need  for 
sacrifice  sales,  and  the  prices  paid  have  been  satisfactory. 

It  was  further  mentioned  that  if  the  route  through  the  Dardanelles 
should  be  opened,  probably  no  hea^  over-sea  export  movement  from 
Odessa  would  develop  suddenly.  Even  though  stocks  of  old  wheat 
in  the  country,  togetner  with  wheat  to  arrive  from  the  new  crop, 
might  seek  such  outlet  for  exportation.  The  necessity  of  holding 
back  large  supplies  as  food,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  freight 
service  of  the  railways  is  largely  given  up  to  military  work,  would 
make  any  rapid  movement  of  wheat  to  Odessa  unlikely.  Moreover, 
as  the  financial  position  of  Russia  makes  it  desirable  that  existing 
high  prices  for  grain  should  be  fairly  well  upheld,  since  grain  is 
Ru^ia's  best  cash  asset,  the  Govenunent  would  i)robably  discourage 
any  sudden  heavy  export  movement  such  as  might  tend  seriou^y 
to  depress  the  world's  wheat  markets. 
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Graiii-Exporting  Forts  of  Sontb  BiMtia. 

Exports  of  grain  from  Odessa  have  varied  considerably  during 
the  last  10  years,  but  the  average  has  been  about  1,350,000  tons. 
Odessa  was  at  one  time  the  chief  grain-exporting  port  of  South 
Russia,  but  it  has  been  losing  ground  in  recent  years  to  Nikolaief 
and  Kherson,  near-by  ports  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  to  Eostof,  on  the 
Sea  of  Azof.  Last  year  Nikolaief  exported  about  30  per  cent  more 
grain  than  Odessa,  while  Rostof  exported  about  the  same  quantity 
as  Odessa,  and  Kherson  not  much  less. 


BTJBIIA'S  IHFOBTATTOH  OP  SOAP. 

[Consnl  M.  K.  Moorhebd,  Rangoon,  Jul;  5.] 

During  the  year  ended  December  31, 1914, 9,843,904  pounds  of  soap, 
valued  at  $534,450.  were  imported  into  Rangoon,  as  compared  with 
10,455,536  pounds,' valued  at  $528,310,  in  1913.  There  was  thus  an 
increase  in  value  of  $6,140,  but  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  611,632 
pounds.  In  1914  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  formed  97  per 
cent  of  the  total;  those  from  the  United  States  consisted  of  only 
5,936  pounds,  valued  at  $1,890,  most  of  which  was  toilet  soap.  Other 
countries  participating  in  the  trade  were : 


Kinds  ol  saa> 


Laundry  

United  Btates 

United  Kingdom 

Toilet 

United  States 

Austria 

Belglnm 

Oermany 

Netherlands 

United  Kingdom 

Other 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Imported  from  United  Kingdom  and  foreign  countries. 
Imported  from  o' her  parts  of  India 

Total 


1911 


Foonds.        Value. 


9,627,728 

3,360 

9,519,888 

679,728 

12,320 

8,960 

5,93) 

S7,104 

5,364 

612,753 

111,104 

560 

110,544 


10,318,560 
138,976 


10,455,536 


1440,040 

230 

430,480 

72,480 

4,510 

2,070 

1,030 

4,570 

830 

£7,700 

8,400 

90 

8,310 


520,920 
7,390 


528,310 


I9M 


Pounds. 


9,072,784 
224 

9,034,592 

550,480 

5,488 

12,656 

784 

9,408 

11,536 

508,928 

98,113 

224 

97,888 


9,721,378 
122,528 


9,843,901 


Valoa. 


>454,4g0 

30 

453,170 

64,849 

1,830 

2,450 

150 

1,870 

2,040 

55,890 

8,400 

40 

8,380 


527,730 
6,720 


534,450 


British  Competition — Local  Sepresentatlon. 

Lever's  British-made  soap  has  become  so  well  established  in  Burma 
that  it  will  be  difficult  for  other  manufacturers  successfully  to  com- 
pete without  extensive  advertising.  A  considerable  amount  of  com- 
mon yellow  laundry  soap  is  sold  in  the  native  bazaars.  This  soap  is 
imported  by  wholesale  commission  agents  for  the  small  native  dealers. 

American  manufacturers  wishing  to  enter  this  market  should  ap- 
point a  Rangoon  agent,  to  whom  a  liberal  allowance  should  be  made 
for  advertising  and  the  distribution  of  free  samples. 

[A  list  of  Rangoon  wholesale  commission  agents  and  retailers  (department 
stores  nnd  druggists),  who  handle  soap,  may  be  obtained  upon  request  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  In  asking  for  these  addresses 
refer  to  File  No.  64441. 

The  soap  trade  of  India  Is  dlscassed  in  much  detail  In  the  chapter  on  Soaps, 
Toilet  Preparations,  and  Laundries,  that  is  Incorporated  In  the  Handbook  on 
India  recently  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
Copies  of  the  Handbook  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  any  of  the  branch 
offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  price,  fl.] 
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SHAIXEE  OUTPUT  OF  BEITISH  CYCLES. 

[Consul  C.  M.  Hitch,  Nottingham,  July  28.7 

The  manufacture  of  bicycles  was  begun  in  Nottingham  about  25 
years  ago  and  has  been  of  steady  and  continuous  growth.  There  are 
several  large  firms  engaged  in  the  business,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
20  per  cent  of  the  total  output  of  Great  Britain  is  manufactured  in 
Nottingham.  The  two  other  leading  centers  are  Coventry  and  Bir- 
mingham. 

This  industry  in  Notiicgham  gives  employment  to  about  2,000 
people.  The  bicycles  for  the  most  part  are  made  throughout  and 
not  merely  assembled  from  component  parts  made  up  by  different 
specialists.  The  good  roads  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  have 
played  an  important  part  in  the  development  of  the  cycle  industry 
m  this  country.  The  use  of  bicycles  is  not  confined  to  men  and  boys, 
but  they  are  used  almost  as  extensively  by  girls  and  young  women. 
The  price  of  the  British-made  bicycle  ranges  from  $25  to  $75. 

Motorcycles  are  also  very  popular  in  England,  but  on  account  of 
the  price  they  are  not  so  extensively  used.  The  side-car  attachment 
to  the  motorcycle  has  attained  wide  popularity  in  this  section.  Mo- 
torcycles range  in  price  from  $135  for  the  lightweight,  2i-horse- 
power,  to  $375  for  the  twin-model,  8-horsepower,  four-speed,  and  belt 
drive.  A  motorcycle  with  side  car  averages  about  $410. 
Decreased  Frodiiotion — Stocks  Depleted. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  many  English  firms 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles  and  motorcycles  have  been 
using  a  portion  of  their  plants  for  the  production  of  munitions,  and 
in  consequence  the  output  of  cycles  has  gradually  decreased,  imtil 
at  present  not  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  normal  production  is 
being  maintained.  Those  firms  that  are  endeavoring  to  continue  in 
the  business  say  it  is  impossible  to  get  sufficient  steel  and  leather  on 
accoimt  of  the  large  quantities  of  these  materials  required  by  the 
Government.  Scarcity  of  skilled  labor  is  another  factor  that  must 
be  reckoned  with. 

A  canvass  of  the  retail  establishments  of  Nottingham  revealed  the 
fact  that  their  stocks  are  being  rapidly  depleted,  and  with  little  pros- 
pect of  having  them  replenished.  The  manager  of  one  of  the  princi- 
pal retail  stores,  which  has  heretofore  carried  not  less  than  100 
bicycles  in  stock,  stated  that  he  only  had  7  wheels  on  hand  and  did 
not  know  when  he  would  be  able  to  get  any  more. 
Pellveries  Should  Be  Arranged  for  Bow. 

An  article  in  the  July  21  issue  of  the  leading  newspaper  of  Notting- 
ham stated : 

It  Is  probable  that  the  already  stinted  supplies  of  British  cars  and  cycles 
will  fall  off  very  rapidly  and  that  none  but  foreign  and  secondhand  cars  will 
be  procurable  witbin  a  month  or  two.  People  who  are  likely  to  be  in  real  need 
of  cars  or  motorcycles  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  sdiould  waste  no  time 
in  arranging  for  delivery,  so  far  as  it  Is  possible  to  do  bo.  The  various  agents 
still  hold  a  limited  stock  of  new  and  secondhand  vehicles,  but  it  is  extremely 
doubtful  whether  these  stocks,  when  exhausted,  will  be  replenish^  until  after 
pence  retuma 

In  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1915,  there  were  imported  into 
the  United  Kingdom  41  bicycles,  as  compared  with  185  and  196  in 
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the  first  half  of  1914  and  1913,  respectively,  and  2,318  motor  cycles, 
against  1,910  and  1,161. 

In  January- June,  1915,  there  were  exported  from  the  United  King- 
dom 32,809  bicycles  of  British  manufacture,  against  72,927  and  78,0^ 
in  the  corresponding  months  of  1914  and  1913,  and  4,734  motor  cycles, 
against  10,818  and  8,677. 

Only  5  foreign  bicycles  were  shii>ped  from  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  first  half  of  1916,  contrasted  with  45  in  January-June,  1914,  and 
32  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1913;  but  the  number  of  reex- 
ported motor  cycles  (203),  while  less  than  in  the  first  half  of  1914 
(312),  was  4  in  excess  of  the  January- June,  1913,  shipments. 


EABimiGS  OF  SPAinSH  BAHWAT  COMFAITIES. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Spain,  July  26.1 

The  Madrid  Revista  de  Economia  y  Hacienda  publishes  the  gross 
earnings  of  the  21  railway  and  tramway  companies  of  Spain  during 
the  first  part  of  1915  and  compares  them  with  those  for  the  corre- 
sponding periods  in  1914.  A  synopsis  of  its  figures  is  here  given  in 
pesetas,  the  value  of  which  has  fluctuated  from  about  $0,185  to  $0,205 
during  the  period  named : 


Groups. 

1914 

1915 

Oroups. 

1914 

1915 

3  companies  (Jan.  1  to 
July  10) 

19,229,935 

73,808,888 

80,224,637 

1,791,S4S 

19,750,657 
73,514,244 
79,708,440 
1,451,056 

1  company  (Jan.  1  to 
MayTl).... 

2,276,403 

1,454,325 

140,529 

1,958,677 
715,853 

1  company  (Jan.  1  to 
July  7) 

1  company  (Ian.  1  to 
Apr.  30) 

13  companies  (Jan.  1  to 
June  30) 

Mar.?l).......". 

148, 9(H 

1  company  (Jan.  1  to 
June  26) 

21  companiej  from 
Jan.  l7 

178,926,565 

177,247,833 

While  the  first  and  last  of  these  items  show  increases  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  total  for  the  1915  period  is  below  that  for  the  corre- 
sponding time  in  1914,  the  increases  being  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  the  (fecreases. 

ADDITIONAL  COAL  CONVETEBS  FOS  CANAL. 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  Aug.  4.] 

For  the  further  extension  of  the  coaling  facilities  at  the  canal, 
four  more  motor-driven  conveyers,  similar  to  the  four  now  in  service, 
are  on  the  way  to  the  Isthmus  from  the  United  States,  and  a  |)roject 
has  been  approved  by  which  several  berths  at  the  commercial  piers  at 
each  terminus  will  be  fitted  with  booms  for  using  the  conveyers  in 
unloading  cars  into  ships'  bunkers.  The  four  conveyers  now  in 
service  are  used  on  barges,  and  bunker  vessels  at  dock  from  the 
offshore  side.  The  new  equipment  will  make  it  practicable  to  bimker 
vessels  from  both  sides  while  they  are  discharging  cargo.  It  is 
proposed  to  install  conveyers  on  both  sides  of  Pier  8  at  Cristobal, 
two  on  the  front  of  wharf  No.  9,  and  two  on  each  side  of  Pier  7 
when  constructed.  They  will  unload  from  a  special  type  of  car,  con- 
sisting of  a  Lidgerwood  flat  car  built  up  with  6-foot  sides  and  ends, 
forming  a  compartment  38  feet  long  that  will  hold  45  to  50  tons  ox 
coal. 
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CIQVESE  IHBIOO  AVAILABLE. 

[Commercial  Agent  Thomas  H.  Nortoiu] 

The  present  scarcity  of  dyestuffs  in  this  country  is  felt  most  keenly 
in  the  matter  of  "  blacks  "  and  "  blues."  In  fact,  were  the  demancb 
for  fast  shades  of  these  two  colors  adequately  met,  nine-tenths  of 
the  burden  of  anxiety  weighing  upon  the  managers  of  American  tex- 
tile mills  would  disappear.  The  arrangements  now  made  upon  an 
exceptionally  large  scale  by  the  leading  American  manufacturer  of 
coal-tar  dyes  to  furnish  a  fast  "  direct  black "  will  contribute  vastly 
to  mitigate  the  acuteness  of  the  situation,  especially  as  increased 
quantities  of  aniline  available  for  the  direct  dyeing  of  aniline  black 
are  now  made  in  Jiewly  ex-ected  works. 

The  Indiso  Froblem. 

The  indigo  problem  becomes,  however,  more  serious  each  day. 
Small  amounts  of  synthetic  indigo  are  currently  received  from  Swit- 
zerland. Central  America  contributes  a  slight  quantity  of  natural 
indigo,  and  it  is  likewise  shipped  to  a  very  limited  extent  from 
Manila,  Java,  and  India.  The  total  receipts  from  these  various 
sources  constitute,  however,  but  a  relatively  insignificant  fraction 
of  the  customary  supply  of  indigo  ordinarily  consumed  by  our 
textile  and  other  industries.  The  "blues"  available  for  cotton  by 
improved  methods  of  applying  and  fixing  logwood  are  assuming 
increased  importance,  especially  for  denims  and  allied  classes  of 
goods.  It  takes  time,  however,  to  accustom  dyers  to  any  such  radical 
alteration  in  routine  metliods  as  that  involved  in  a  change  from 
indigo  to  logwood. 

Chinese  Indigo  for  Export.  ■ 

Under  these  circumstances  any  additional  source  of  indigo,  no  mat- 
ter how  limited,  possesses  importance.  The  American  consulate  gen- 
eral at  Hongkong  reports  that  stocks  of  Chinese  indigo  are  now 
available  at  that  port,  and  that  additional  quantities  can  be  secured 
from  interior  points  in  China.  It  would  appear  that  the  production 
of  natural  indigo  has  been  notably  stimulated  of  late  in  Southern 
China,  and  that  despite  the  total  elimination  of  Germany's  ordinary 
supply  of  synthetic  mdigo  to  China  there  is  a  limited  amount  of  the 
native  product  available  for  exportation.  This  condition  is  somewhat 
surprising  in  view  of  the  fact  that  China's  normal  annual  imports  of 
synthetic  indigo  from  Germany  are  nearly  $7,000,000  in  value,  and 
constitute  64  per  cent  of  the  latter  country's  exports  of  the  dye. 

The  Chinese  indigo  brought  to  Hongkong  is  shipped  in  cases  of 
about  80  poimds  each.  It  is  in  the  form  of  thick  paste.  The  current 
price  per  pound  at  Hongkong  is  7.9  cents  in  gold.  Prices  at  interior 
points  in  China  are  about  15  per  cent  less. 

Value  of  Chinese  Indigo. 

Samples  of  Chinese  indigo  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  have  been  submitted  to  careful  tests  regarding  the 
amoimt  of  pure  indigo  (indigotin)  present,  based  upon  a  comparison 
of  the  tinctorial  effects  produced,  with  the  results  obtained  from 
equal  amounts  of  normal  20  per  cent  synthetic  indigo  paste.  These 
tests  show  that  the  Chinese  article  contains  about  1  per  cent  of  pure 
indigo. 
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In  order  to  measure  the  actual  commercial  value  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  for  every  pound  of  pure  indigo  present  there  are  99 
pounds  of  inert  matter  to  be  transported.  Current  commercial  sam- 
ples of  the  leading  grades  of  natural  indigoes  contain  the  following 
percentages  of  the  pure  dye : 

Java,  68  per  cent;  Bengal  blue,  59  per  cent;  Bengal  red,  56  per 
cent;  Oude,  44  per  cent;  Kurpah  blue,  55  per  cent;  Kurpah  red,  45 
per  cent;  Madras,  35  per  cent;  Guatemala,  47  per  cent. 

The  wholesale  prices  of  indigo  in  the  New  York  market  have 
increased  during  the  past  year,  as  follows : 


Varieties. 


Prim  per  poond. 


Inly,  1914.      Aag.2,lS15. 


Natural  Indigo: 

Bengal,  varloos  grades 

Korpeh 

Madras 

Guatemala 

Synthetic  indigo, 20  per  cent  paste. 
IndigoUn 


W.67tolO.»S 
.50  to  .60 
.£8  to  .65 
.65  to  .80 
.18  to  .20 
.05  to  1.80 


t3. 00  to  $3.  SO 


.93to     .95 

3.00 to   3.50 

.65 

2.50 


It  is  evident  from  current  quotations  that  the  actual  value  of 
Chinese  indigo  delivered  in  New  York  can  not  much  exceed  3  cents 
per  pound.  With  the  steady  rise  in  price  this  possible  Chinese  source 
of  the  dyestuff  should  not  be  lost  from  view. 


DEFABTMEirrS  COOPERATE  IN  EISHEBIES  WOBE. 

Two  lines  of  work  in  which  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  is  engaged,  according  to  the  latest  annotmcement 
from  that  bureau,  are  being  carried  on  in  cooperation  with  two  sepa- 
rate bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  With  the  Bureau  of 
Entomology  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  it  is  conducting  a 
field  investigation  of  the  role  played  by  fishes  in  controlling  the 
abundance  of  mosquitoes.  Unusual  facilities  for  this  work  are  af- 
forded by  a  large  plantation  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver  in  Louisiana, 
where  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  has  already  established  a  laboratory 
and  living  quarters. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  also  has  under  way  a  plan,  jointly  with 
the  Forest  Service,  to  provide  a  more  systematic  distribution  of  desir- 
able fishes,  chiefly  trouts,  in  the  forest  reserves  of  the  Eocky  Moun- 
tain region.  The  forestry  inspectors  are  in  a  position  to  make 
valuable  reports  on  the  needs  of  their  districts,  and  the  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  states  that  the  subordinates  of  the  inspectors  have  shown 
much  zeal  and  fortitude  in  transporting  consignments  to  remote  and 
almost  inaccessible  points. 

The  Bureau  looks  for  notable  results  from  this  distribution  within 
the  next  few  years.  One  of  the  fish-distributing  cars  has  been 
assigned  to  this  work  as  an  adjunct  of  the  Leadville,  Colo.,  hatchery 
and  will  be  employed  during  the  remainder  of  the  calendar  year  in 
distributing  black-spotted,  brook,  and  rainbow  trout. 
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BOCK  AS^KAIX  nr  PHmi'PIlflS. 

IJ.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  July  12.1 

The  chemical  analyses  have  been  completed  upon  representative 
samples  of  the  deposit  of  rock  asphalt  discovered  by  the  division 
of  mineSj  Bureau  of  Science,  in  Leyte,  and  the  results  justify  the 
hopes  already  expressed  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  July  22,  1915] 
that  this  material  would  prove  suitable  for  paving. 

Samples  of  the  poorer  rock,  according  to  analyses  just  complet«d, 
contain  6  per  cent  of  bitumen.  The  average  rock  contains  from  7 
to  9  per  cent  bitumen,  and  rich  portions  near  the  base  of  the  deposit 
contain  as  much  as  62  per  cent  bitumen.  The  analyses  show,  further, 
that  the  bitumen  consists  largely  of  asphaltene,  and  that  the  pro- 
portion of  paraffin,  a  constituent  which  is  undesirable  in  asphalt  for 
paving,  amounts  to  less  than  one-half  of  1  per  cent  of  the  total 
bitumen.  The  results  of  the  analyses  tend  to  remove  the  doubt 
which  has  been  felt  as  to  the  possibility  of  using  the  Leyte  rock 
asphalt  for  paving.  The  purer  bitumens  in  Leyte,  associated  with 
the  rock  asphalt,  are  known  to  be  high  in  paraffin  and  to  form  brittle 
solids  unsuitable  for  pavement,  but  the  rock  asphalt  itself  appears 
to  be  free  from  these  objections  and  to  be  very  similar,  so  far  as 
analyses  reveal  its  character,  to  rock  asphalts  which  are  successfully 
used  for  paving  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

It  is  probable  that  a  trial  pavement  wiU  be  constructed  from  the 
Leyte  rock  asphalt,  upon  which  observations  can  be  made  to  deter- 
mine absolutely  the  suitability  of  this  material  for  paving.  If  the 
results  of  this  experiment  are  favorable,  it  ought  to  be  possible  to 
use  the  Leyte  rock  asphalt  in  paving  the  streets  of  Manila  and  other 
Philippine  cities,  and  the  deposit,  consequently,  assumes  considerable 
importance. 

The  chemical  investigation  of  other  bituminous  materials  in  Leyte 
also  shows  that  valuable  products,  such  as  lubricating  oils,  kerosene, 
and  even  some  gasoline,  can  be  distilled  from  a  bitumen-clay  mix- 
ture which  is  present  in  an  apparently  large  deposit.  These  results 
indicate  the  p(»sibility  of  establishing  a  distillation  industry  similar 
to  the  distillation  of  kerosene  shale  in  Scotland  and  in  New  South 
Wales,  Australia. 

The  character  and  quantity  of  the  distillation  product  obtained 
from  the  Leyte  material  compares  favorably  with  the  results  of  com- 
mercial distillation  in  these  other  countries.  The  distillation  of  kero- 
sene shales  in  Scotland  has  been  carried  on  for  many  years,  and  in 
New  South  Wales  Government  aid  in  the  form  of  a  bounty  or 
premium  on  the  products  of  distillation  has  led  to  a  considerable 
growth  of  shale  distillation  in  that  country  in  recent  years.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Leyte  deposits  can  be  utilized  in  the  same  manner. 


Bohemian  Hop-Crop  Outlook. 

Under  date  of  July  14,  Consul  Wallace  J.  Young,  of  Carlsbad, 
reports  that  the  stand  of  new  hop  vines  in  that  section  of  Bohemia  is 
most  satisfactory,  and  that  with  a  continuance  of  fa'orable  weathor- 
there  will  be  an  excellent  crop  and  an  early  one. 
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CANADIAN  OVFICIALS  IHSFECT  IHEW  TORE  BOADS. 

[CoDsal  Frank  C.  Denlaon,  Frascott,  Ontario,  Aug.  2.] 

Interest  has  been  added  to  the  good-roads  movement,  which  is 
slowly  developing  in  this  section,  by  an  excursion  of  Ottawa  city 
officials  to  Ogdensburg  and  Malone,  N.  Y.,  on  an  inspection  tour  of 
the  New  York  State  nigh  ways.  Fourteen  high-power  automobiles 
were  used  in  transporting  the  party  of  about  50  persons,  among  them 
a  member  of  the  Ontario  Parliament,  the  mayor,  city  council  mem- 
bers, and  others. 

The  party  arrived  at  Prescott  on  Tuesday,  July  27.  The  mayor 
and  coimcilmen  of  this  place  accompanied  them,  going  by  ferry,  to 
Ogdensburg,  where  a  reception  committee  welcomed  them,  taxing 
them  out  on  the  Morristown  State  road.  Different  stages  of  macadam 
and  concrete  work  were  inspected,  as  well  as  the  completed  work. 
Banviet  Tendered  t«  YisitiBg  Party. 

At  Ogdensburg  a  lunch  was  served  by  the  Century  Club,  after 
which  the  party  left  via  Canton  and  Potsdam  for  Malone,  N.  Y.  At 
the  latter  place  a  banquet  was  tendered  by  officials.  The  next  day  was 
devoted  to  the  study  of  highway  construction,  and  Thursday  the 
return  trip  was  made. 

As  a  result  of  the  New  York  tour,  all  were  agreed  in  the  belief 
that  there  was  great  need  of  improvement  in  Canadian  roads. 

An  up-to-date  highway  from  Prescott  to  Ottawa  has  been  dis- 
cussed, but  with  some  opposition.  Among  those  who  made  the  trip 
were  some  who  had  opposed  this  project  but  were  converted  into 
favoring  it.  One  plan  suggested  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  little  more 
than  50  miles  of  the  road  is  for  the  Ontario  Government  to  assume 
one-third,  the  city  of  Ottawa  one-third,  and  the  municipalities 
through  which  the  road  would  pass  the  balance. 

It  has  been  felt  for  some  time  that  with  an  excellent  highway  from 
Prescott  to  Ottawa  there  would  be  a  far  greater  number  of  tourists 
visit  the  latter  city,  as  it  is  situated  just  about  the  right  distance 
from  the  New  York  State  roads  to  make  an  interesting  trip.  The' 
inspection  tour  was  successfully  carried  out  by  the  Prescott-Ottawa 
Highway  League  and  the  Ottawa  Valley  Motor  Association. 


CXBCTTLAS  TO  THE  HEMP  TBADE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  at  Washington  is  in  receipt  of  the 
following  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine 
Islands,  reading  as  follows : 

Daring  last  month  Governnieat  fiber  Inspectors  Inspected  and  stamped  90,310 
bales  abaca,  as  follows:  A,  953;  B,  1,640.  C,  3,030;  D,  4,511 ;  E,  7,331 ;  S-1, 1.988; 
S-2.  2,102;  S-3,  1,063;  F,  10,696;  G,  3,028;  H,  1,993;  I,  10903;  J,  14.258;  K, 
4,534;  L,  14,332;  M.  6,627;  strings,  etc.,  1,321.  During  July  Government  fiber 
Inspectors  Inspected  and  stamped  6,240  bales  maguey,  as  follows:  1,  92;  2, 
8,310;  3,2,471;  D,  367. 

Merchandise  marks,  patents,  trade-marks,  tariffs,  etc.,  are  fully 
described  in  the  new  India  Hand  Book,  $1  per  copy,  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington,  or  the  branches  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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BOLIVIA. 
[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  July  29.] 
la  ftviaoa-Tupiza  Kailway. 

It  is  reported  that  a  contract  has  recently  been  drawn  up  for  the 
construction  of  the  proposed  railway  from  La  Quiaca  to  Tupiza. 
[Notice  of  the  call  for  bids  for  the  construction  of  this  line  appeared 
in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  8,  1913.]  The  con- 
tractors are  a  well-known  French  firm,  whose  representative  is 
shortly  expected  to  arrive  at  La  Paz  to  sign  the  contract,  a  clause  of 
which  provides  that  all  material  and  machinery  used  in  the  con- 
struction and  working  of  the  railway  shall  be  French. 

When  this  line  is  completed  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  construct 
the  section  between  Kilometer  89  on  the  tjyuni-Tupiza  Railway  and 
Tupiza  itself  in  order  to  bring  Buenos  Aires  into  direct  railway 
communication  with  La  Paz. 

CHXJSA. 

[National  Review,  Sbanghal,  July  17.J 

Ch«foo-Weilisiett  Bailway. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Central  Government  the  Directors 
of  the  Qiinese  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Chefoo  are  consulting  the 
leading  merchants  at  Chefoo,  Tsinan,  Chowtsun,  and  other  cities  in 
Shantung,  in  order  to  find  out  what  amount  is  likely  to  be  subscribed 
toward  tne  building  of  the  proposed  Chefoo-Weihsien  Railway.  It 
is  understood  that  the  Government  intends  to  make  the  line  a  semi- 
official one,  half  the  required  capital  being  subscribed  by  the  Chinese 
merchants  in  Shantung  and  the  remainder  by  the  Ministry  of  Com- 
mimications.  Chinese  reports  state  that  the  Chefoo  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  first  approached  the  leading  British  merchants  of  that 
port,  but  the  Japanese  opposed  this  on  the  ground  that  if  foreign 
capital  is  required  for  this  railway,  the  preference  must  be  given  to 
the  Japanese. 

lumber  Enterprise  in  Xanchurla — light  Hallway. 

The  manager  of  a  certain  lumber  company  has  submitted  a  petition 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  requesting  permission 
to  start  a  lumber  company  in  Manchuria.  The  petitioner  informs 
the  ministry  that  there  are  large  forests  in  the  Sungari  and  Yalu 
Valleys  which  cover  an  area  of  thousands  of  li,  but  the  regions 
being  very  hilly  a  successful  enterprise  can  not  be  launched  wimout 
the  construction  of  a  light  railway  to  cost  $2,000,000.  This  sum, 
though  large,  will  be  ridily  repaid  by  the  large  profits,  which  are 
estimated  at  $8,000,000  annually. 

METHEKXANSS. 
[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  July  22.] 
Horth  Sea  Canal  Improvements  and  Defense  Works. 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  Netherlands  Parliament,  of 
which  the  passage  seems  beyond  doubt,  to  construct  a  new  lock  and 
new  defensive  works  at  the  entrance  to  the  North  Sea  Canal. 
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The  propoeed  new  lock  will  be  1,181  feet  Idng,  with  passageway 
131  feet  wide,  and  wat«:  depth  of  46  feet.  A  description  of  this 
lock  is  supplemented  with  the  statement  that  these  respective  dimen- 
sions are  greater  than  those  of  the  Panama  Canal. 

The  North  Sea  Canal  is  also  to  be  widened  for  1^  miles  from  the 
locks  by  the  construction  of  a  new  branch  canal.  This  will  diverge 
from  the  present  canal  and  nm  parallel  and  near  it  the  distance 
stated  to  the  new  lock.  The  branch  canal  will  probably  be  somewhat 
wider  than  the  present  canal,  which  is  about  820  feet  wide  in  that 
section.  The  branch  will  be  along  the  north  side  of  the  canal,  where 
are  now  stretches  of  onall  trees,  oirubs,  and  sand  dunes,  principally 
used  for  himting  pheasants  and  rabbits. 

Besides  this  widening  of  the  canal  toward  the  entrance  the  project 
includes  deepetung  it  all  the  way  to  Amsterdam — 15  miles.  Its 
present  d^th  is  about  30  feet.  The  proposed  depth  is  44  feet.  The 
harbor  just  outside  the  locks  is  also  to  be  made  deeper  and  more 
spacious. 

It  will  take  about  seven  years  to  complete  these  constnictions  and 
improvements.  They  will  cost  nearly  $6,000,000,  of  which  the  city 
of  Amsterdam  will  probably  pay  about  a  third,  the  Province  of 
North  Holland  about  6  per  cent,  and  the  Netherlands  Government 
the  rest. 

As  these  betterments  would  greatly  increase  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  the  North  Sea  Canal,  stronger  defenses  are  deemed 
necessary.  Accordingly  a  second  fort  at  the  entrance  is  projected, 
equipped  with  guns  and  other  armament  of  the  latest  designs,  for 
both  offense  and  defense,  in  possible  conflict  with  either  hostile  land 
forces  or  .battleships.  The  cost  of  this  new  fort  is  estimated  at 
6,000,000  florins  ($2,412,000). 

lASiMA. 

[Consul  WUllam  H.  Gale,  Colon,  Ang.  4.] 

Cenoesilon  Granted  for  a  Oas  flaat  la  Colon. 

The  municipality  of  Colon  has  granted  a  25-year  concession  to  the 
Colon  Gas  Co.  (capital,  $500,000)  to  build  and  operate  a  gas  plant 
[reference  to  which  was  made  in  Commkrce  Eepohts  for  July  8  and 
17,  1916].  The  chief  aim  of  the  company  is  to  supply  cheap  fuel 
for  cooking  and  other  domestic  purposes  in  place  of  charcoal  and 
wood  now  used  by  the  inhabitants.  In  order  to  introduce  this  gas, 
the  company  promises  to  install  free  of  charge,  wherever  required, 
gas  stoves  of  any  selected  design,  made  of  Eussian  hammered  steel, 
with  nickel-plated  knobs  and  bars. 

'  The  plant  will  be  built  of  reinforced  concrete  and  structural  steel 
and  will  be  fireproof.  Two  gasometers  will  be  made  of  steel,  with  a 
concrete  foundation.  Even  the  smokestack  will  be  of  concrete. 
Construction  of  the  plant  and  laying  the  pipes  is  expected  to  be 
begun  in  October  next.  It  is  estimated  that  tnere  will  be  about  10 
miles  of  gas  mains. 

Further  information  in  regard  to  the  plans  of  the  company  may 
be  had  from  Starr  &  Reed,  Morris  Building,  Philadelphia,  or  Mr. 
S.  P.  Vecker,  Key  West  Gas  Co.,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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SEPOBT  OP  OirrABIO'S  ITHOIPLOTlCEirT  COKMISSIOV. 

[Consul  Felix  &  8.  Joboson,  Klnciton,  Ontario,  Canada,  Joly  30.] 

Becently  a  report  from  the  Ontario  commission  on  unemployment 
was  published,  coverins  employment  offices,  vocational  guidance,  and 
industrial  insurance.  The  commission  is  to  continue  its  work,  make 
further  recommendations,  and  publish  a  volume  of  evidence,  but  the 
recommendations  made  in  the  present  report  indicate  that  already 
much  has  been  done  in  the  construction  of  a  definite  labor. policy. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  provincial  department  of  labor  be 
created  either  as  a  separate  bureau  or  in  connection  with  an  existing 
department  of  the  Ontario  Government.  Another  recommendatioa 
is  that  a  provincial  system  of  emplOTment  offices  be  established  in 
seven  urban  centers,  and  that  these  offices  be  under  a  provincial  com- 
mission composed  of  not  more  than  eight  members  (of  whom  two 
shall  be  women),  upon  which  workmen  and  employees  ^all  be  fairly 
represented,  the  members  of  which  shall  be  paid  their  traveling  ex- 
penses and  work  without  salary,  with  the  deputy  minister  of  the 
provincial  department  of  labor  as  chairman  of  such  commission. 

The  other  recommendations  are  that  in  all  cases  of  strikes  or  lock- 
outs the  employment  offices  should  remain  neutral  and  notify  appli- 
cants for  work  when  such  strikes  and  lockouts  are  in  prc^ess. 
Voeatioiial  Training — Vnemployment  Bcnellta. 

The  second  part  of  the  report  deals  with  the  relation  of  employ- 
ment to  the  schools  and  maltes  important  recommendations  in  the 
matter  of  vocational  training,  raising  the  school  age  by  a  year,  with 
certain  choice  of  training  or  occupation  left  to  the  parent. 

The  third  part  of  the  report  deals  with  insurance  against  unem- 
plovment.  It  states  at  the  outset  that  the  average  number  continu- 
ously employed  during  1913  by  651  manufacturing  establishments 
was  78,038.  During  1914  the  number  was  reduced  14  per  cent,  "  It 
is  found,"  say  the  commissioners,  "  that  the  extent  of  industrial  un- 
employment during  1914  equaled  the  full  working  time  of  at  least 
20,000  persons."  It  is  recommended  that  financial  assistance  be  given 
by  the  Government  of  Ontario  to  those  voluntary  associations  of 
workingmen  that  undertake  to  provide  unemployment  benefits  for 
their  members ;  also,  that  the  assistance  to  such  associations  equal  20 
per  cent  of  the  sums  disbursed  by  them  in  unemployment  benefits 
under  regulations  approved  by  the  provincial  actuary  and  sanctioned 
by  the  lieutenant  governor  in  council. 

Under  the  scheme  proposed  the  largess  of  the  Government  would 
be  extended  only  to  memoers  of  labor  unions  who  have  kept  up  their 
dues.  

OimOOK  FOE  OLIVE  CEOP  AT  NICE  TINFAVOKABLE. 

[Consul  Wllllnm  Dulnny  Hunter,  Nice,  France,  July  28.] 

The  present  outlook  of  the  olive  crop  in  this  district  for  the  spring 
of  1916  is  less  favorable  than  that  of  last  month.  The  young  fruit 
has  fallen  from  the  trees,  as  a  result  of  storms,  and  the  development 
of  the  olives  that  remained  on  the  trees  has  been  slow. 

It  is  recognized  by  olive  growers  that  after  the  trees  have  yielded 
an  abundant  crop  the  following  year  is  generally  a  poor  one,  and 
although  last  year's  crop  was  not  a  good  one  the  abundance  of  fruit 
on  the  trees  up  to  the  winter  months  would  have  produced  an  excep- 
tionally good  crop  but  for  the  unfavorable  weather  and  insect  pests. 
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TAPAHZSE  COmCEBCIAI  H0TE8. 

[Extracts  from  Japan  Cbrontde  tor  July  13.  by  Conra]  George  K.  Weat,  Kob&] 
Taper-Pvlp  Xanufaotnre  Started. 

Paper  mills  are  doing  a  satisfactory  business,  but  are  suffering 
from  the  scarcity  of  imported  pulp,  which  is  still  indispensable  in 
Japan  for  the  production  of  the  finer  qualities  of  paper.  As  a  r^ult 
some  Japanese  paper  firms  have  started  the  manufacture  of  pulp. 
The  Oji  Paper  Mill  led  the  way  in  Sakhalin,  the  place  best  suited 
for  the  purpose  in  Japan.  The  Tokyo  Asahi  states,  however,  that 
other  mills  have  had  difficulty  in  securing  suitable  sites,  with  the 
result  that  they  are  still  incapacitated  from  undertaking  the  prepara- 
tion of  pulp  on  any  large  scale.  The  pulp  made  in  Sakhalin  is  said 
to  be  superior  to  the  Canadian  product. 
Dyestoit  Situation. 

Although  the  stoppage  of  imports  from  foreign  countries  resulted 
in  most  extravagant  prices  being  quoted  for  dyestuffs,  recent  im- 
ports from  China  and  the  proposed  commencement  in  this  country 
of  the  manufacture  of  some  kinds  of  dyestuffs  have  combined  to 
moderate  the  market  in  an  appreciable  degree.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  not  yet  come  to  any  decision  as  to 
how  many  companies  should  be  allowed  to  be  established  for  the 
jnanuf  acture  of  dyestuffs.  Three  thousand  tons  of  benzol  and  82,  tOO 
tons  of  coal  tar  constitute  the  total  quantity  of  crude  materials  ob- 
tainable in  the  country,  according  to  the  Yorodzu ;  but  of  that  quan- 
tity of  coal  tar  24,000  tons  are  turned  out  by  the  Edamitsu  Iron 
Foundry  and  are  supplied  exclusively  to  the  Seimitsu  Kogyo  Kaisha, 
of  Osaka,  leaving  58,000  tons  for  dye  manufacturers. 
Mew  Glycerin  Project. 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Inaba  Junkichi,  of  the  Osaka  Glycerine 
Co.,  and  several  soap  manufacturers  of  Osaka  have  under  contem- 
plation a  plan  to  establish  a  company  with  a  capital  of  $100,000  for 
the  manufacture  of  glycerin  under  the  protection  of  a  Government 
subvention. 

NEWFOUNDLAHD  AQAIN  EXFOfiTING  LTJUBEB. 

(Canadian  press  dispatch  from  St.  Johns,  Kewfoundland,  Aug.  13.] 

The  lumber  export  trade  from  this  colony,  which  has  been  almost 
nonexistent  for  the  past  few  years,  has  been  brought  into  promuience 
again  by  conditions  growing  out  of  the  war.  A  great  demand  has 
developed  in  Great  Britain,  not  only  for  pit  props  for  the  collieries, 
but  for  lumber  for  general  purposes.  Lumbering  concerns  through- 
out the  island,  which  have  been  operating  entirely  for  the  local  trade, 
have  decided  to  go  into  the  export  business  on  an  extended  scale. 

The  export  of  pit  wood  alone  for  the  year  is  estimated  at  200,000 
t(MiB.  A  regular  fleet  of  steamers  has  been  engaged  for  several  months 
in  transporting  this  material  from  Newfoundland  and  eastern  Can- 
ada. The  British  collieries  having  been  unable  to  secure  their  regu- 
lar supply  from  Europe  because  oi  the  closing  of  the  Baltic  Sea  and 
the  lumber  requirements  in  France. 

During  the  past  10  years  most  of  the  soft-wood  logs  cut  in  the 
colony  and  not  needed  for  local  construction  have  been  sent  to  the 
pulp  mills  for  use  in  the  large  paper  making  industry,  which  has 
grown  up  during  that  period. 
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STAMPED  EH7EI0PES  FOB  FOBEIOH  POSTAGE. 

Few  firms  in  the  export  trade  realize  that  the  United  States  Post 
OflBce  Department  offers  for  sale  5-cent  stamped  envelopes  for  use 
in  sending  letters  abroad.  Their  purchase  and  use  would  lar^y 
correct  the  short-paid  postage  evil,  which  inflicts  on  the  foreign 
merchant  double  penalty  postage  on  so  many  American  letters.  These 
6-cent  stamped  envelopes,  in  either  white  or  amber  color,  may  be 
obtained  at  post  offices  throughout  the  United  States  at  the  following 
rates : 


Printed. 

Unprlnttd. 

Lots. 

Frinttd. 

Unprinted. 

Lots. 

No.  8- 
3|by£l 

No.5- 
3iby«A 

No.3- 
SibySJ. 

No.5— 
SibyOft 

No.S— 
^bySJ 

No.S— 
3Jby6A 

No.3— 
S'bySl 

No.5- 
3iby6A 

1.000 

t61.20 

2s.ao 

1Z80 

S.13 

2.fiS 

1.28 

1.2S 

1.18 

1.13 

1.06 

1.03 

.08 

.83 

.88 

.83 

$51.24 

2S.e2 

12.81 

S.13 

2.57 

1.20 

1.23 

1.18 

1.13 

1.08 

1.03 

.98 

.93 

.88 

.82 

t5a9< 

25.48 

12.74 

5.10 

Z5S 

1.28 

1.23 

1.18 

1.13 

1.08 

1.02 

.97 

.92 

.87 

.83 

$51.00 

25.50 

1Z7S 

5.10 

2.56 

1.28 

1.23 

1.18 

1.13 

1.08 

1.03 

.97 

.92 

.87 

.82 

15 

$a77 
.72 
.67 
.62 
.57 
.52 
.47 
.41 
.36 
.31 
.26 
.21 
.16 
.11 
.06 

$0.77 
.72 
.67 
.62 
.57 
.52 
.47 
.41 
.36 
.31 
.36 
.21 
.M 
.11 
.06 

$0.77 
.52 
.67 
.63 
.57 
.51 
.46 
.41 
.30 
.31 
.36 
.21 
.M 
.11 
.06 

$0.77 

iSa    .....  ..... 

14 

.72 

2tO 

13 

.67 

100        

IJ 

.62 

SO 

11 

.57 

2S 

10 

.61 

24  

9                 ..  .     . 

.46 

23 

8 

.41 

B 

7 

.36 

21 

« 

.11 

20 

6 

.29 

10 

4 

.21 

18 

3 

.16 

17 

2 

.11 

10 

1 

.06 

Printing. — ^The  above  prices  in  the  "printed"  column  include 
printed  return  cards,  either  blank  ("office  request")  of  special;  but 
special  return  cards,  including  the  purchaser's  name  and  address, 
are  only  printed  on  orders  for  500  or  a  multiple  of  500  envelopes. 

PHiiippiNE  WOODS  nr  CHnrESE  uabeet. 

Believing  that  China  presents  a  market  of  splendid  possibilities  for 
those  Philippine  woods  that  can  be  produced  in  large  regular  quan- 
tities, the  Bureau  of  Forestry  of  the  insular  government  at  Manila 
is  making  a  systematic  effort  to  popularize  uiem  in  the  Republic. 
Panels  have  been  prepared  representing  the  species  most  important 
in  the  export  trade,  including  red  and  white  lauans,  apitong,  palo- 
sapis,  lumbayao,  yacal,  tangufle,  pagatpat,  and  guijo. 

One  face  of  each  panel  is  polished,  to  show  its  natural  color  and 
grain,  and  the  reverse  is  finished  plain.  To  each  panel  is  attached  a 
label,  in  Chinese  and  English,  stating  the  qualities  of  the  wood — 
strength,  durability,  hardness,  etc. — and  the  uses  to  which  it  is 
specially  adapted.  One  set  of  these  panels  goes  to  the  Nanking 
Chamber  of  Commerce  (the  principal  members  of  which  have  shown 
themselves  eager  to  obtain  supplies  of  Philippine  woods)  and  another 
to  the  Chinese  Import  &  Export  Lumber  Co.  It  is  expected  that 
this  demonstration  of  the  beauty  and  other  admirable  characteristics 
of  the  Philippine  woods  will  result  in  a  marked  increase  in  demand. 

[Infomiatlon  In  regard  to  Philippine  woods  may  be  obtained  from  the  mono- 
graphs "Lumbering  Industry  of  the  Philippines  "  and  "  Philippine  Markets  for 
American  Lumber"  (Special  Agents  Series  No.  88  and  No.  100,  respectively), 
obtainable  for  5  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  or  from  the  branch  oflBces  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, and  from  articles  published  in  Coumkbce  Refobts  for  Nor.  8,  1914, 
and  June  29,  1916.] 
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The  Saperintendent  of  Docnments,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  August  14  the  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

The  northern  Pacific  Route,  Geological  Survey  Bulletin  611. — One  of  the 
Kries  of  transcontinental  guidebooks  Issued  by  the  Geological  Survey,  giving 
geological  description  of  points  of  interest,  travel  guide  maps,  and  othei'  in- 
formation.   Price,  $1. 

Mine  Gases,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resuscitation  from,  Mines  Bureau 
Technical  Paper  77,  reprint. — Describing  the  various  forms  of  asphyxiation, 
with  manual  methods  of  artificial  respiration,  mechanical  devices  for  artificial 
respiration,  experiments  with  commercial  devices  for  artificial  respiration.  Dr. 
Metsier's  mechanical  method  of  artlflcial  respiration,  with  recommendations. 
Price,  5  cents. 

Mine-Rescue  Breathing  Apparatus,  Use  and  Care  of,  Miners'  Ciicalar  4. — 
Covering  types  of  breathing  apparatus,  tests,  care  of  apparatus,  qualifications 
of  rescue  men,  mine-rescue  training,  etc.    Price,  5  cents. 

Rural  Bchoolhouses  and  Oroundt,  Eiducation  Bureau  Bulletin  12,  1014,  re- 
print— Extensive  work  with  photographs  and  detailed  drawings,  with  articles  on 
conditions  and  opportunities  In  rural  education,  location,  plans,  hygiene,  sanita- 
tion, etc.,  for  rural  schoolhouses  and  grounds.    Price,  50  cents. 

Construction  of  Concrete  Fence  Posts,  Farmers'  Bulletin  453,  reprint — Cover- 
ing materials  for  making  concrete  molds  for  the  posts,  reinforcement,  concrete, 
building  the  fence,  etc.    Price,  5  cents. 

Grades  for  Commercial  Com,  Department  of  Agriculture  Bulletin  168. — Cover- 
ing classification  and  size  of  samples,  moisture  tests,  and  description  of  appa- 
ratus used.    Price,  5  cents. 

Cotton  Warehouses:  Storage  Facilities  now  available  In  the  South,  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  Bulletin  210. — General  discussion  of  warehouse  facilities 
and  Its  importance,  also  distribution  of  warehouses  in  various  States,  covering 
plan,  equipment,  cost,  and  quality  of  service.   Price,  5  cmts. 


BIAOASA  FALLS,  OBTABIO,  HAS  HEW  LiaHTIHG  STSTEH. 

[Consul  James  H.  Qoodler,  Niagara  Falls,  Aug.  4.] 

A  new  street-lighting  sjrstem  for  this  city  is  inaugurated  this 
evening.  There  are  101  lights  in  all.  Each  standard  carries  a 
lamp  of  1,000  candlepower,  25  volts,  and  20  amperes.  This  system 
is  known  technically  as  the  "  series  system,"  with  alternating  current 
of  7^  amperes  and  cable  circuit.  At  the  top  of  each  standard  there  is 
a  "  compensator,"  which  changes  the  current  of  7*  amperes  to  one  of 
20  amperes.    Two-thirds  of  a  horsepower  is  needed  for  each  light. 

The  standards  are  about  12  feet  in  height.  Twenty-three  thousand 
feet  of  No.  6  iron-armored  cable  have  been  laid  in  the  conduits 
for  the  transmission  of  the  current. 


Branch  OiBces  of  the  Bureau  of  Poreis^n  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

■ew  Tork,  Boom  408  tTnlted  States  Cnstomhoute;  Boston,  75S  Oliver  Bvlidlng; 
Chioage,  604  Federal  Building;  St  Lonls,  408  Third  Hational  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  581  Fott  Office  Bnildiag ;  New  Orleans,  1030  Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Castomhonse;  Seattle,  988  Alaska  Bnildiag.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Conuneroe;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOBEIGV  TRADE  OFPOSTTTNITiES. 

Rescrred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barean  and  Its  br«BcIi  oflloes.    Bequest 
'"     for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  «c  avaaber  glven.^ 

UanUa  ropes,  No.  17978. — ^A  Portnguese  commission  firm  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  is  In  tlie  market  for  manila  ropes  of  Tarlous  sizes. 
Samples  of  2-incli  circular  ropes  of  various  qualities  offered  are  desired. 
Tlie  rope  should  be  packed  in  colls  of  120  fathoms.  Quotations  slionld  l>e 
made  per  hundredweight  f.  o.  b.  American  port  or,  preferably,  c.  I.  f.  destina- 
tion. Tbe  firm  \risbes  to  buy  about  $5,000  worth  of  this  materiaL  Casb 
will  be  paid  against  documents  through  a  foreign  bank.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  EInglish.    Bank  reference  Is  given. 

Electrical  supplies,  technical  instruments,  etc.,  No.  17979. — An  American  consn- 
\     lar  officer  in  the  Netherlands  states  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  electric  motors,  telephones,  geometri- 
cal and  other  technical  instruments,  materials  for  glass  covering,  and  office 
furniture. 

Toys,  razors,  latcn  mowers,  etc.,  No.  17980. — ^A  manufacturing  firm  in  southern 
France  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  electrical  toys,  razors,  lawn  mowers,  etc.  Cata- 
logues, correspondence,  etc.,  should  t>e  in  French. 

Iron  ware,  brushes,  fancy  articles,  etc..  No.  179811 — A  merchant  in  the  Nether- 
lands writes  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  iron  ware,  fancy  articles, 
brushes,  leather,  tailors'  supplies,  etc. 

Textiles,  No.  17982. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  France  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  bis  district,  desires  to  purchase  bronze  and  aluminum 
powders.    He  desires  to  pay  cash.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Thorium  nitrate.  No.  17983..— A  firm  in  England  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  thorium  nitrate  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of 
Incandescent  mantles. 

Textiles,  No.  17984. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands  reports 
that  a  business  man  in  that  country  wishes  to  form  connections  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  cotton  embroideries,  woolen  serges  and  cheviots,  and 
printed  shirtings  and  sateens.  He  is  willing  to  buy  on  bis  own  account 
or  act  as  agent.  If  buying  on  his  own  account,  he  desires  a-  30-day  credit 
term  or  will  make  payments  against  shipping  documents.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

8anitary  supplies,  etc.,  No.  17985. — A  firm  in  France  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  it  desires  to  purchase  on  a  cash  basis  sanitary  appliances, 
plumbing  supplies,  bathtubs,  lavatories,  etc.  Correspondence  should  be 
In  French. 

Hardware,  etc..  No.  179S6. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Great  Britain 
writes  that  a  company  In  his  district  desires  to  hear  from  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  wire  hauling  ropes,  guide  ropes,  vulcanized  fiber 
goods,  chalk  packing,  india-rubber  hose,  buckets,  hinges,  carbons  for  arc 
lamps,  varnishes,  and  drier  materials.  .. 

Stationery,  office  supplies,  etc.,  No.  -17987. — ^A  firm  in  France  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  stationery,  office  supplies,  foun- 
tain pens,  thumb  tacks,  etc.  Purchases  will  be  made  on  a  cash  basis. 
Quotations  should  be  made  to  include  all  charges  to  final  destination. 
Correspondence  should  be  In  French, 

Potato  cutter,  No.  17988. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  France  writes  that  a  business  man  in  that  country  desires  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of  a  machine  which  he  has 
invented  for  cutting  potatoes.  A  copy  of  his  letter,  together  with  descrip- 
tive literature,  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
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BOTTTES  AVAILABLE  BOB  EXPOBTS  FBOU  BITSSIA. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Embassy,  Petrograd.] 

For  small  parcels,  not  contraband,  Tornea-Bergen  is  the  best  route 
for  exports  from  Russia;  for  large  consignments,  Archangel-New 
York.  Fourteen  da^s  is  the  time  for  the  regular  service.  The 
steamers  of  the  Russian  American  Line  sail  every  11  days.  Train 
connections  in  Russia  are  uncertain;  it  will  probably  take  about  a 
week  to  go  from  Moscow  to  Archangel.  The  Vladivostok  route  is 
longer.    The  Archangel  route  is  not  closed  by  ice  till  January. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  General  John  D.  Snodgrasa,  Moscow.] 

The  best  available  route  for  exports  from  this  section  of  Russia  is 
Archangel.  Small  packets  are  sent  via  Sweden.  Some  shipments 
from  the  Volga  and  all  from  Siberia  go  via  Vladivostok. 


CONDENSED  UILE  COMBINATION  IN  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[British  and  South  African  Export  Gazette,  Auglist,  1015.] 

Condensed  milk  is  in  great  demand  throughout  South  Africa,  and 
supplies  reaching  ports  are  irregular  and  limited.  The  trade  is 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  combination  which  controls  this  article 
of  food.  There  are  special  discounts  granted  on  rebates  at  the  end 
of  a  season,  and  as  deliveries  are  made  on  a  quotation  which  includes 
duty  paid  from  the  central  warehouse  in  all  large  centers,  this  makes 
it  difficult  for  independent  lines  to  secure  good  business.  Merchants 
are,  however,  extremely  desirous  of  purchasing  from  other  sources. 

The  condensed  milk  imports  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa  totaled 
$2,250,000  in  value  in  1913,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  only 
$43,048  worth.  The  leading  shipping  countries  supplying  this  con- 
densed milk  appear  in  the  import  statistics  as  follows :  United  King- 
(jom,  $1,731,841;  Austria-Hungary,  $92,283;  Denmark,  $13,154;  Ger- 
many, $65,746;  Netherlands,  $213,843;  Norway,  $69,328;  Switzerland, 
$10,847.  [It  is  evident,  however,  that  much  of  that  ascribed  to  the 
United  Kingdom  came  from  Switzerland.] 
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HINDBANGES  TO  LABOES  TBADE  WITH  FABAOTTAT. 

[Consal  Samnel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asanclon,  Jane  24.] 

The  demoralization  of  European  commerce  deprived  exporters  in 
Paraguay  of  the  accustomed  markets  for  the  disposition  of  their  raw 
materials.  The  raw  materials  available  for  export  to  European  or 
American  markets  are  hides,  oil  of  petit  grain,  quebracho,  and 
tobacco.  These  commodities  were  used  by  Paraguayan  merchants  as 
a  medium  of  exchange  with  which  to  purchase  goods  from  Europe; 
if  conditions  were  such  that  they  could  be  advantageously  exported 
to  the  United  States  there  is  no  doubt  that  greater  quantities  of 
goods  from  the  United  States  would  be  imported  by  Asuncion  firms. 

A  study  of  the  situation  as  regards  the  exportation  of  these  articles 
to  the  United  States,  with  conclusions  based  on  information  received 
from  exporters  who  have  either  shipped  their  goods  to  the  United 
States  or  have  investigated  the  subject  with  the  intention  of  export- 
ing there,  shows  the  following  conditions : 
Hides  and  Oil  of  Petitgraln. 

Paraguayan  hides  of  the  average  quality  available  here  are  not 
popular  and  do  not  find  a  ready  market  in  the  United  States.  This 
is  due  in  great  measure  to  the  destructive  work  of  the  Ura,  an  insect 
which  damages  hides  by  perforating  them  and  depositing  its  eggs 
therein.  These  hides  were  sold  profitably  to  German  buyers,  whereas 
prices  received  for  such  hides  by  exporters  who  sent  them  to  the 
United  States  were  not  such  that  they  cared  to  continue  exporting 
them  thither.  The  better-grade  Paraguayan  hides  are  sold  to  dealers 
in  Buenos  Aires  and  from  there  are  shipped  as  La  Plata  hides. 

Oil  of  petitgrain,  the  extract  of  the  leaves  of  the  bitter  orange,  is 
used  as  a  base  for  perfumes,  Florida  water,  etc.  Though  a  certain 
quantity  is  exported  annually  to  the  United  States,  the  greater  part 
produced  here  is  sent  to  France.  Exporters  say  they  receive  better 
prices,  are  enabled  to  sell  in  larger  lots,  and  pay  lower  freight  rates 
in  exporting  to  France.  The  demand  for  this  commodity  in  France 
ceased  for  a  time  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  but  importers  say  there 
is  again  a  good  market  for  it  in  that  country.  During  the  time  when 
the  French  markets  were  not  buying  several  exporters  here  sent  con- 
signments to  the  United  States,  in  nearly  every  case  to  pay  for  goods 
bought  there.  However,  the  prices  received  did  not  encourage  them 
to  continue  exportation.  Trade  opportunities  in  oil  of  petitgrain 
sent  from  the  Asuncion  consulate  have  brought  but  one  inquiry. 

(tnebraoho  Extract — Leaf  (Tobacco. 

The  low  prices  for  extract  of  quebracho  that  prevailed  for  a  con- 
siderable period  prior  to  the  beginning  of  hostilities  resulted  in  the 
closing  down  of  all  the  quebracho  plants  in  Paraguay.    Lately  the 

frice  has  risen  considerably  and  quebracho  is  again  being  exported, 
t  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  the  sale  of  the  entire  production 
of  quebracho  here  is  controlled  by  one  company  with  headquarters 
in  Buenos  Aires. 

Paraguayan  tobacco  is  in  general  not  of  a  very  high  grade.    It  . 
was  exported  in  considerable  quantity  to  France  and  Germany, 
where,  mixed  with  other  tobaccos,  it  was  usually  employed  for  cigar 
filler.    It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether,  after  paying  the  freight, 
duties,  etc.,  necessary  to  place  this  tobacco  on  the  market  in  the 
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United  States,  it  could  compete  with  tobacco  of  the  same  tjuality  of 
domestic  cultivation  or  imported  from  Porto  Rico,  Mexico,  Cuba, 
and  other  countries  more  advantageously  situated.  The  average 
tobacco  produced  in  Paraguay  is  not  of  as  high  quality  as  the  average 
tobacco  of  Mexico,  Cuba,  or  Porto  Rico. 

The  ability  of  Asuncion  exporters  to  market  their  wares  in  Europe 
is  the  outcome  of  long-continued  commercial  intercourse,  European 
firms  having  occupied  themselves  to  a  considerable  extent  in  finding 
markets  for  the  Paraguayan  products  in  order  to  be  able  to  dispose 
of  their  manufactures  to  Paraguayan  importers.  The  attitude  of 
exporters  here  toward  trading  with  the  United  States  seems  to  be 
that  if  importers  in  the  United  States  will  buy  their  products  and 
pay  the  prices  formerly  paid  by  European  buyers  they  will  ship  to 
the  United  States.  At  present  there  is  little  interest  or  enthusiasm 
over  the  subject.  When  the  moratorium  [see  Commerce  Reports 
for  Jan.  28,  1915,  and  Supplement  45a,  dated  Aug.  2,  1915]  is  abol- 
ished and  importers  find  it  necessary  to  dispose  of  commodities  to 
meet  their  indebtedness,  this  attitude  may  change. 
Credit  Information  and  Collections. 

The  only  sources  of  credit  information  are  banks  and  some  of  the 
large  firms  here.  The  information  received  from  either  source  is  not 
always  reliable ;  banks  would  not  care  to  give  an  unfavorable  report 
concerning  a  firm  that  was  heavily  indebted  to  them  for  fear  of 
thereby  injuring  their  chances  of  making  collection  by  weakening 
the  firm,  and  business  houses  are  often  not  in  position  to  report  on 
each  other.  European  firms  investigated  the  financial  standing  of 
importers  here  through  commercial  travelers,  the  banks,  or  some 
reliable  firm  through  which  they  dealt.  The  commercial  travelers  of 
European  firms  were  usually  given  discretionary  powers  in  regard  to 
credits. 

The  banks  are  practically  the  only  mediums  through  which  collec- 
tions may  be  made.  Making  collections  through  the  courts  here  is  a 
long,  tedious,  and  expensive  process.  It  is  very  probable  that  tlie 
moratorium  now  in  enect  will  be  continued  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
It  is  difficult  to  suggest  any  method  of  facilitating  the  securing  of 
credit  information  as  the  financial  standing  of  firms  here  often  de- 
pends on  the  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  some  commodity  in  which 
they  deal  heavily,  and  to  give  an  accurate  rating  would  necessitate 
a  close  study  of  the  market  values  of  commodities  dealt  in  here. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned,  there  are  no  funds  existing  in  London  or 
New  York  on  which  American  firms  may  draw.  It  is  improbable  that 
there  ever  was  any  considerable  amoimt  of  such  foreign  credit  (funds) 
available,  for  the  value  of  imports  was  always  greater  than  that  of 
exports  and  in  few  cases  were  funds  kept  in  either  Europe  or  the 
United  States. 
Credits  Now  Curtailed — Exchange. 

Before  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  importing  firms  here  of  high 
standing  had  open  credit  accounts  with  European  exporting  houses. 
Settlements  were  made  at  stated  periods  or  at  the  convenience  of  the 
importers  here,  who,  by  this  arrangement,  were  enabled  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  fluctuations  in  the  exchange  rate  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  the  country  in  securing  foreign  exchange  to  meet  their 
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accounts.  [For  a  discussion  of  the  Paraguayan  financial  sitantion,  see 
Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  26, 1916.]  A  part  of  these  accounts  was 
also  settled  by  exchange  of  commodities. 

With  the  outbreak  of  war  this  open  credit  arrangement  in  most 
cases  ceased,  and  accounts  were  presented  for  settlement.  Accord- 
ing to  the  statement  of  a  bank  manager  here,  the  most  reliable  firms 
then  began  to  settle  their  European  accounts,  and  with  payments 
from  time  to  time  have  practically  paid  up  their  indebtedness  there. 
A  contrary  view  is  held  by  a  banking  man  handling  foreign  collec- 
tions, who  says  that  firms  settled  such  indebtedness  as  was  necessary 
in  order  to  procure  future  credits  for  commodities  essential  to  the  con- 
duct of  their  businesses,  and  took  advantage  of  the  terms  of  the 
moratorium  as  regards  the  rest.  However  that  may  be,  merchants 
here  are  heavily  indebted  to  exporters  in  Europe  and  to  fiims  in 
Buenos  Aires  and  Mcntevideo. 

European  banks  have  discontinued  credits  entirely,  and  local  banka 
are  restricting  credits  as  much  as  possible.  Practically  the  only  cases 
in  which  credits  are  allowed  is  to  tide  over  firms  already  heavily  in- 
debted to  the  bank,  where  to  refuse  credit  might  mean  the  failure  of 
the  firm. 

Foreign  exchange  can  not  be  bought  for  the  paper  currency  of  the 
country  now.  The  exchange  rates  quoted  are  on  Argentine  dollars — 
London,  Argentine  gold  dollars  to  pounds  sterling,  5.04;  New  York, 
Argentine  gold  dollars  to  United  States  dollars,  1.06  to  1.07. 

Opportunities  for  Investment  of  American  Capital. 

The  financial  depression  has  not  created  any  exceptionally  good 
opportunities  for  the  investment  of  American  capital  here.  Para- 
guay is  as  yet  in  such  an  undeveloped  state  that  investments  on  a 
large  scale  would  practically  be  confined  to  the  development  of  natu- 
ral resources.  In  this  line  the  three  branches  of  importance  here 
are  agriculture,  cattle,  and  timber,  with  their  allied  industries.  The 
questions  of  political  stability,  land  titles,  labor  supply,  and  trans- 
portation facilities  would  determine,  in  great  measure,  the  success 
of  investment  in  any  of  these  lines.  The  meat-packing  and  meat- 
freezing  industries  might  prove  profitable  investments  and  potent 
factors  in  increasing  American  commercial  influence  in  Paraguay. 
These  subjects,  however,  require  the  study  of  experts  in  these  lines. 
It  is  probable  that  liberal  concessions  would  be  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  encourage  the  investment  of  capital. 

If  the  American  company  now  attempting  to  secure  a  concession 
to  construct  the  port  improvements  at  Asuncion  (see  Commerce 
Reports  for  Apr.  6, 1915)  is  successful  in  this  endeavor,  it  is  rumored 
that  the  same  company  will  acquire  railway  and  tramway  lines  now 
in  operation  here.  This  should  mean  an  extension  of  American  in- 
fluence in  Paraguayan  commercial  matters. 
Esta'blishment  of  Banking  Connections. 

The  volume  of  domestic  and  foreign  business  here  does  not  at  this 
time  offer  an  attractive  field  for  the  establishment  by  American 
banks  of  branches  or  connections.  However,  the  establishment  re- 
cently of  a  branch  American  bank  in  Buenos  Aires  should  aid  in 
increasing  American  commercial  influence  in  this  country,  as  a  large 
part  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Paraguay  is  financed  through  Buenos 
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Aires  banks.  The  amount  of  American  goods  bought  in  Paraguay 
will  be  increased  with  the  increasing  introduction  of  American  goods 
into  Buenos  Aires  and  Montevideo. 

A  parcel-post  arrangement  between  Paraguay  and  the  United 
States  would  augment  the  trade  in  numerous  small  articles.    This 
is  not  only  true  in  regard  to  individual  orders,  but  also  applies  in  a 
measure  to  importing  firms  here,  which  use  this  means  of  bringin 
in  from  Europe  many  small  articles  such  as  handkerchiefs  ani 
neckwear. 


WAS  FBICES  FOB  STEAKEBS. 

(Manchester  (England)  Guardian,  Aug.  2.] 

As  a  result  of  the  war  the  value  of  steamship  tonnage  has  during 
the  past  few  months  continued  to  rise,  and  extraordinarily  high 
prices  have  lately  been  paid  for  second-hand  bottoms.  Steamers  are 
constantly  being  sold  for  far  more  than  they  cost  to  build.  A  cargo 
steamer  which  four  years  ago  was  bought  for  £30,000  [$146,000]  has 
just  been  sold  for  £68,000  [$330,900],  while  another  which  was 
bought  for  about  £50,000  [$243,300]  just  before  the  war  has  now  been 
sold  for  nearly  £100,000  [$486,650]. 

While  British  steamships  are  frequently  changing  ownership,  more 
often  than  not  the  sales  are  between  neutrals.  Greek  and  Dutch 
steamers  pass  to  the  Norwegian  flag,  Swedish  to  the  Danish,  and  so 
on.  Sales  between  neutrals  of  the  same  nationality  are  usually 
effected  abroad,  while  those  between  owners  of  different  nationalities 
are,  as  a  rule,  negotiated  in  London. 
Another  Year  of  War  Rates  Anticipated. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  freights  at  least  as  good  as  those 
which  fall  to  British  owners  can  be  earned  by  neutrals.  Often  the 
neutral  can  secure  higher  freights,  because  in  some  trades  there  is 
little  or  no  competition.  British  vessels  are  excluded  from  the  Baltic 
and,  except  those  carrying  foodstuffs  for  the  Belgian  Relief  Commit- 
tee, rarely  trade  Avith  the  Dutch  ports.  It  frequently  happens,  too, 
that  neutrals  are  wanted  for  the  voyage  between  North  and  South 
America. 

Many  Greek  steamers  have  lately  been  sold  because  of  the  special 
conditions  on  which  they  have  been  financed.  It  has  been  common 
for  Greek  captains  who  have  saved  money  to  aspire  to  ownership 
and  to  be  financed  by  a  bank  to  the  extent  of  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  value  of  a  fine  steamer.  The  present  prices  are  so  favorable  that 
many  of  these  single  shipowners  have  been  able  to  sell  their  property, 
pay  off  the  bank's  loan,  and  retire  with  a  considerable  sum  in  cash. 
Owners  who  have  not  been  financed  in  this  way  and  have  lately  been 
selling  are  generally  those  who  bought  years  ago  at  low  prices  and, 
after  having  long  had  the  use  of  the  ships,  are  now  able  to  get  back 
more  than  they  paid  for  them.  Those  who  are  buying  ships  seem  to 
be  calculating  on  at  least  another  12  months  of  high  freights. 

The  mule  tramway  of  Maracaibo,  Venezuela,  is  to  be  changed  to 
electric  power,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  decided  whether  the  trolley 
or  the  storage-battery  system  will  be  employed.  Consul  George  I^. 
Donald  reports  that  a  storage-battery  tram  is  being  tested  out  at 
present. 
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SAWUILLINO  AND  WOODWOBEDTO  HACHIHEBY  IE  BTTSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  July  14.] 

There  is  apparently  a  promising  field  in  Eussia  for  American  trade 
in  appliances  and  machinery  necessary  for  the  proper  development 
of  Russia's  great  timber  resources,  and  also  for  various  local  wood- 
Avorking  industries.  There  should,  for  instance,  be  good  openings 
for  American  logging  locomotives,  cableways,  stationary  engines, 
tractors,  hoisting  cranes,  and  machinery  for  sawmilling,  for  cutting 
shingles,  and  for  the  various  details  in  woodworking  operations. 

The  machinery  for  logging  and  sawmilling  is  supplied  mainly  by 
Germany,  Sweden,  Finland,  and  by  Russia  itself.  The  better  classes 
of  joinery  tools  were  supplied  by  Germany  previous  to  the  war,  and 
also,  to  a  small  extent,  by  the  United  States.  The  simpler  kinds  of 
woodworking  machines  have  been  made  chiefly  in  Russia.  The  Rus- 
sian railway  repair  shops  have  purchased  wood  planers  of  large  sizes 
chiefly  from  Sweden.  The  Russian  cooperage  factories  have  de- 
pended for  their  machine  tools  chiefly  on  Germany,  but  the  veneer 
mills,  pattern  shops,  etc.,  have  obtained  most  of  their  supplies  from 
the  United  States. 

Loggring  and  Sawing  Xethods  Antiquated. 

Generally  speaking,  the  methods  employed  in  making  use  of  Rus- 
sia's enormous  resources  in  standing  timber  are  antiquated  and  vm- 
economical.  It  has  been  estimated  that  if  any  of  the  estates  or  com- 
panies controlling  the  vast  timber  tracts  between  the  Volga  River 
and  the  Ural  Mountains  should  attempt,  with  their  present  logging 
and  sawing  methods,  to  ship  their  splendid  timber  abroad  they  could 
do  so  only  at  a  considerable  loss.  Such  timber  can  be  used,  it  at  all, 
only  for  conversion  into  charcoal  for  blast  furnaces. 

There  are  immense  stretches  of  country  in  Russia  and  Siberia 
covered  with  timber  which  is  merely  wasted.  This  seems  a  special 
pity,  since  the  natural  forest  resources  would  seem  to  afford  the  only 
reasonable  opportunities  existing  for  any  development  of  the  land. 
The  owners  of  such  land  would  be  glad  to  work  it,  but  under  present 
methods  they  would  only  suffer  loss.  The  forests  in  the  Ural  Moun- 
tains are  largely  owned  by  the  Government  and  by  companies  operat- 
ing iron  and  platinum  mines  and  rolling  mills  and  other  factories. 
It  would  seem  likely  that  if  American  methods  could  be  introduced  it 
might  be  possible  profitably  to  export  the  timber  by  various  river 
and  sea  routes. 

It  is  the  ordinary  practice  to  fell  the  trees  by  hand  and  haul  the 
logs  by  horse  power,  very  slowly,  a  great  number  of  men  and  horses 
having  to  be  used  and  also  much  truck  equipment.  The  sawmills  are 
said  to  waste  about  4.5  per  cent  of  the  material  through  bad  cutting. 
Instead  of  sawing  with  one  saw  blade  at  a  time,  as  by  the  American 
method,  one  cut  being  made  each  time,  but  made  rapidly,  and  with  the 
man  at  the  machine  being  able  properly  to  see  and  adjust  his  work, 
the  millers  here  use  a  long  frame  reciprocating  saw,  with  a  number 
of  blades  hung  and  sawing  slowly,  the  result  being  that  proper  ad- 
justments are  difficult,  and  special  complications  occur  through  knots 
and  twists  and  uneven  cutting,  making  it  impossible  to  get  the  maxi- 
mum out  of  each  log. 
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Few  American  Saws  Used. 

The  first  American  band-saw  outfit  in  Kussia  was  recently  com- 
pleted, at  Tsaritsin,  on  the  Volga  River,  and  is  now  in  such  successful 
operation  that  much  attention  has  been  attracted  to  it,  and  it  may 
result  in  the  complete  revolutionizing  of  the  Russian  sawmill  in- 
dustry. With  one  such  example  already  in  existence  here,  it  becomes 
easier  to  promote  American  methods  in  every  phase  of  the  industry. 

Considerable  missionary  work  has  already  been  done  in  introduc- 
ing American  swaged  saws  into  Russia,  and  a  number  of  the  local 
mills  have  recently  been  showing  a  tendency  to  change  all  their  saws 
for  the  swage  type,  even  though  they  cost  considerably  more.  At 
the  same  time,  however,  the  mills  will  have  to  be  taught  how  to  use 
these  saws,  and,  what  is  more  important  still,  how.  to  use  the  special 
tools  for  swaging  the  teeth. 

There  are  comparatively  few  saws  manufactured  in  Russia  itself, 
and  the  trade  in  this  most  important  line  is  thus  almost  completely 
open  to  foreign  countries. 
Demonstrations  Necessary  for  Extending  American  Trade. 

Handsaws,  hack-saw  blades,  and  the  like,  have  hitherto  been  sup- 
plied almost  exclusively  by  Germany,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
United  States  could  do  a  large  business  in  these  as  well  as  in  the 
better  kind  of  crosscut  saws,  provided  arrangements  could  be  made 
for  demonstrations  by  experts,  especially  to  the  lumber  companies, 
who  are  big  consumers  of  these  kinds  of  saws.  These  demonstrations 
would  entail  considerable  expense,  but  it  would  be  sufficient  for  man- 
ufacturers to  get  into  touch  with  a  few  of  the  leading  lumber  and 
sawmill  concerns  in  the  North  Russian,  Caucasus,  Ural,  and  Si- 
berian timber  districts.  If  the  saws  were  once  well  introduced  with 
ihe  help  of  experts,  the  sales  would  probably  be  very  large,  as  some 
of  these  companies  consume  thousands  of  dozens  of  these  saws 
annually.  English  manufacturers  are  already  doing  a  fairly  large 
trade  in  crosscut  saws. 

Quality  of  American  Tools  Oood — High  Trices — Campaign  of  Education. 

The  quality  of  the  saws  supplied  by  the  United  States,  whether 
machine  or  hand  driven,  is  considered  satisfactory,  but  the  prices 
of  the  American  saws  are  sometimes  double  those  of  similar  German 
and  English  makes.  In  connection  with  smaller  hand  saws,  at  least, 
the  prices  ought  not  to  be  materially  higher  than  those  of  competing 
countries,  notwithstanding  that  the  quality  may  be  better.  Since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  the  supplies  from  abroad  have  almost  ceased, 
and  dealers  having  become  very  short  of  English,  French,  and  Ger- 
man saws  are  now  able  to  gradually  clear  off  old  stocks  of  American 
manufacture,  which  have  oeen  unsalable  for  many  years  owing  to 
their  high  prices. 

To  bring  about  the  general  use  in  Russia  and  Siberia  of  American 
saw-milling  outfits  and  wood-working  machinery  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  conduct  a  campaign  of  education  among  the  owners  of  large 
timber  properties.  However,  if  a  few  important  outfits  can  be  in- 
stalled, they  should  serve  as  object  lessons  and  thus  create  a  demand. 
Until  such'  demand  can  be  created  it  is  useless  to  expect  Russian 
dealers  to  keep  these  goods  in  stock  without  liberal  assistance  from 
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American  manufacturers.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Bussian  dealers 
are  not  likely  to  be  much  interested  in  American  saw-milling  outfits 
until  they  discover  that  owners  of  timber  properties  are  interested 
in  them  and  wish  to  buy  them. 

Forest  Kesonroes  of  Russia. 

Thirty-nine  per  cent  of  the  Eussian  Empire  is  estimated  to  be 
under  forests,  which  in  European  Kussia  cover  an  area  of  474,000,000 
acres,  in  Finland  50,500,000  acres,  in  Poland  6,700,000  acres,  and  in 
the  Caucasus  18,600,000  acres— a  total  of  549,800,000  acres,  exclusive 
of  Siberia.  In  the  Ural  Provinces,  forests  cover  70  per  cent  of  the 
area,  in  the  northern  Provinces  C8  per  cent,  and  in  the  four  lake 
Provinces  57  per  cent.  It  is  estimated  that  in  western  Siberia  alone 
there  are  465,000,000  acres  of  virgin  forest,  and  eastern  Siberia,  while 
not  so  richly  endowed,  has  sufficient  timber  to  supply  the  world's 
demand  for  yeai"s  to  come. 

The  Government  owns  285,598,941  acres  of  forest  land  in  European 
Russia,  12,826,.387  acres  in  the  Caucasus,  360,519,435  acres  in  Asiatic 
Russia,  and  288,742,000  acres  in  the  Amur  region,  a  total  of  947,- 
086,763  acres.  About  23  per  cent  of  the  forest  land  belongs  to  landed 
proprietors  and  9  per  cent  to  the  peasantry. 

[Further  description  of  ttie  forests  of  Russia  appears  in  tlie  Handbook  of 
Bussia,  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  as  Special 
Consular  Reports  No.  CI,  which  may  be  obtained,  at  50  cents  per  copy,  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  OtBce,  Washington.] 


THBEE  MONTHS'  BECOBI)  OF  BUSSIAN  TBADE. 

Imports  and  exports  of  Russia  for  the  first  three  months  of  1915 
represent  a  great  variation  compared  with  corresponding  periods  in 
the  preceding  two  years.  Imports  of  raw  and  partly  manufactured 
articles  for  the  period  ended  March  31, 1915,  were  valued  at  21,192,000 
rubles  (ruble=51.5  cents),  compared  with  168,823,000  in  1914  and 
126,286,000  in  1913.  Manufactured  articles  for  the  same  period  were 
woi-th  24,298,000  rubles,  compared  with  125,493,000  in  1914  and  100,- 
466,000  in  1913.  Articles  of  food  imported  amounted  to  12,706,000 
rubles,  while  in  1914  and  1913,  respectively,  the  figures  were  46,112,000 
and  37,425,000.  Variations  in  imports  of  animals  were  not  so  great 
as  in  the  other  items,  and  the  total  imports  for  the  three  months  in 
1915  amounted  to  58,550,000  rubles,  compared  with  341,003,000  in 
1914  and  265,063,000  in  1913.  All  these  values  relate  to  merchandise 
under  what  is  classed  as  "  special  trade " — imports  for  home  con- 
sumption. 

Exports  of  domestic  produce,  also  classed  under  "special  trade," 
were  similarly  considerably  below  the  three  months'  periods  of  the 
preceding  two  years.  They  were:  Articles  of  food  (1915),  17,502,000 
rubles,  (1914)  160,147,000,  (1913)  118,714,000;  raw  and  partly  manu- 
factured articles  (1915),  9,672,000,  (1914)  124,709,000,  (1913)  125,- 
739,000;  manufactured  articles  (1915),  3,914,000,  (1914)  7.645,000, 
(1913)  7,085,000;  total  exports  (1915),  31,088,000,  \19U)  298,954,000, 
(1913)  259,392,000.  There  was  no  record  of  animals  exports  in  the 
first  three  months  of  1915,  although  in  1914  and  1913  these  amoimted, 
respectively,  to  6,453,000  and  7,854,000. 
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IBON-OBE  DEPOSITS  IN  SUBIOAO. 

(J.  F,  Boomer,  correspondcDt,  Manila,  V,  I.,  Jxily  14.] 

The  Bureau  of  Science  announces  that  the  recent  survey  of  the 
Surigao  iron-ore  deposits  lias  proved  the  presence  of  approximately 
500,000,000  tons  of  iron  ore  distributed  over  an  area  of  100  square 
kilometers  (square  kilometer=0.3861  square  mile)  along  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  northern  part  of  Surigao  Province.  More  than  400,- 
000,000  tons  of  the  total  quantity  are  so  situated  as  to  offer  some 
possibilities  for  profitable  mining,  275,000,000  tons  are  situated 
within  a  region  fairly  close  to  points  on  the  coast,  from  which  mining 
operations  could  be  carried  on,  and  130,000,000  tons  lie  within  a  short 
radius  of  Dajikan  Bay,  a  possible  base  of  mining  operations  which 
affords  natural  harbor  facilities  and  is  within  a  short  distance  of 

Possible  water-power  resources.  Even  the  most  favorably  situated 
eposits,  however,  are  upon  the  tops  of  hills  ranging  in  elevation 
from  200  to  400  meters  (meter=3.28  feet)  and  divided  from  each 
other  by  deep  canyons,  so  that  mining  operations  at  best  will  be  some- 
what expensive. 

The  ore  occurs  as  a  surface  mantle  varying  in  depth  up  to  20 
meters  and  consists  of  hydrous  oxides  of  iron  in  the  form  of  clay. 
The  character  of  this  ore  is  such  that  it  retains  about  12  per  cent  of 
water,  even  after  most  thorough  drying,  and  in  the  preparation  of 
such  ores  for  smelting  it  is  customary  to  drive  off  this  water  and 
sinter  the  clay  together  in  lumps  suitable  in  size  for  blast-furnace 
operations  by  heating  at  a  high  temperature  in  so-called  nodulizing 
or  agglomerating  furnaces. 

After  being  prepared  for  smelting  in  this  manner,  the  Surigao  ore 
would  contain  an  average  of  aboi-.t  54  per  cent  of  metallic  iron. 
This  figure  is  obtained  from  the  analyses  of  samples  representative 
of  nearly  100  drill  holes  put  down  at  various  places  over  the  iron-ore 
deposit  for  testing  purposes. 

The  results  of  the  Bureau  of  Science  survey  indicate  that  the 
Surigao  iron  ores  constitute  a  natural  resource  which  will  be  more 
valuable  in  the  future  than  it  is  to-day.  At  present  the  demand  for 
iron  and  steel  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  an  exploitation  of  Philip- 
pine iron-ore  deposits.  There  are  already  known  in  the  Philippines 
other  large  deposits  of  iron  ore  richer  in  metallic  iron  than  the 
Surigao  ore  and  more  conveniently  located  for  exploitation. 

Yet  all  attempts  to  mine  these  ores  to  date  have  failed.  When 
the  time  comes  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  in  the  Philip- 
pines or  for  the  rfaining  of  Philippine  iron  ore  for  exportation,  these 
richer  deposits  will  probably  receive  attention  before  the  Surigao 
ores  do.  The  Surigao  ores,  however,  are  valuable  natural  resources. 
While  the  proportion  of  iron  is  not  remarkably  high,  the  ore  is 
unusually  free  from  the  objectionable  constituents,  phosporous  and 
sulphur,  which  are  so  commonly  met  with  in  iron  ores.  The  presence 
of  this  immense  quantity  of  iron  ore  in  Surigao  Province  is  of  great 
importance  for  the  future  industrial  progress  of  the  Philippine 
Islands. 

Shawls,  made  in  fancy  colors  and  designs,  from  cotton  and  wool 
mixed  are  purchased  in  Egypt  in  large  quantities. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


874       ,  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

BUSSIAN-AHEBICAH  TBADE  IN  LEATHEA  PBODUCTS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Fetrograd,  July  1.] 

The  plan  suggested  in  Commerce  Reports  for  April  15,  1915,  of 
using  American  boots  and  shoes  to  pay  for  Russian  hides  or  skins  is 
being  put  to  practical  application  by  two  well-known  American  boot 
and  shoe  manufacturers,  who  are  doing  an  extensive  business  in 
Russia. 

At  present  there  is  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  hides  and 
skins  from  Russia,  so  that  the  plan  might  seem  impracticable.  How- 
ever, the  two  firms  that  have  adopted  this  plan  in  principle  consider 
it  to  their  advantage  to  invest  the  proceeds  of  their  sales  of  shoes  in 
skins,  even  though  they  may  not  be  able  to  export  the  skins  to  the 
United  States  until  the  war  is  over.  The  skins  have  been  purchased 
at  such  low  prices  that  it  seems  good  policy  to  consider  them  as  an 
investment,  even  if  the  money  they  represent  must  temporarily  be 
idle.  The  boots  and  shoes,  of  course,  are  sold  for  cash  at  various 
shops  in  Russia,  and  the  proceeds,  instead  of  being  remitted  to  the 
United  States  at  an  excessive  cost  in  exchange,  are  invested  in  skins, 
chiefly  those  of  exceptionally  good  quality  obtainable  in  the  Baltic 
Provinces,  these  skins  being  carefully  stored  and  protected  from 
depreciation. 

This  plan  could  doubtless  be  successfully  worked  only  by  such 
American  manufacturers  and  exporter  as  have  competent  agents  in 
Russia,  who  could  be  relied  upon  to  make  satisfactory  purchases  of 
skins.  It  illustrates  the  immense  advantage  of  American  firms  in 
this  line  having  their  own  branch  houses  in  Russia,  where  boots  and 
shoes  could  be  sold  and  arrangements  made  by  the  managers  to  put 
the  cash  realized  into  skins  re<iuired  for  factories  in  America. 

Some  American  firms  (not  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business)  are 
getting  over  the  difficulty  of  excessive  exchange  by  investing  the 
proceeds  of  sales  in  short-term  Russian  Govermnent  notes  paying 
5  per  cent,  which  may  be  bought  at  a  discount,  but  which  will  eventu- 
ally be  paid  by  the  Government  at  par.  .  One  corporation  with  a 
large  factory  and  warehouses  in  Russia  has  thought  it  opportune 
to  spend  considerable  surplus  cash  that  could  not  be  readily  re- 
mitted to  the  United  States  in  making  improvements  and  extensions 
of  its  Russian  factory  equipment,  etc.,  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  the 
great  "  boom  "  in  business  which  is  expected  after  the  war. 
Busslan  Leather  Business. 

An  interesting  summary  of  the  Russian  leather  business  as  affected 
by  the  war  appears  in  a  report  read  recently  at  a  conference  of  the 
leather  committee  of  the  Russian- American  Chamber  of  Commerce 
by  a  leading  member,  Mr.  K.  Lapovitz,  as  follows : 

The  Russinn  leather  business  has  experienced  a  crisis,  as  evidenced  in  de- 
crease in  products  uannfacturpd.  There  has  been  a  shortage  of  material  for 
tanning  purposes,  and  a  scarcity  in  certain  kinds  of  needed  machinery.  The 
Itus.sian  leather  industry  was  really  weak  when  the  war  started,  ami  the  neces- 
sities of  the  war  have  only  emphasized  coudltions  previously  understood  by 
tliose  well  acquainted  with  the  trade. 

The  competition  of  Germany  and  of  Austria  had  been  the  main  factors  in 
keeping  back  development  of  the  Russian  leather  industry.  Under  the  terms 
of  the  si)ecial  commercial  treaty  with  Germany,  that  country  received  from 
Russia  such  raw  products  as  hides  of  calves,  sheep,  goats,  vyrostki  and  yaiovkl, 
etc.,  at  low  prices.  These  raw  products  were  worked  in  Germany,  mostly  by 
the  "chrome"  method,  which,  owing  to  the  exceptional  developmoit  of  the 
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chemical  Industiy,  could  be  done  at  a  small  expense,  aud  were  then  brought  back 
to  Russia  as  more  valuable  products — boxcalf,  shagreen,  chevreau,  chevrette, 
and  kid. 

All  chemical  preparations  and  salts  necessary  for  the  "chrome"  method  of 
tanning  (which  were  hardly  produced  at  all  in  Russia)  were  subject  to  a  very 
high  import  duty ;  on  the  other  baud,  the  "  chrome  "  tanned  leather,  the  weight 
of  which  Is  half  of  that  of  leather  tanned  with  vegetable  substances,  was  ad- 
mitted at  the  same  rates  as  the  latter. 

The  standard  of  Russian  leather  goods  was  low,  chiefly  because  of  the  in- 
ferior breeding  of  Russian  cattle,  and,  secondly,  because  of  lack  of  technical 
skill  in  working  leather.  To  what  extent,  for  instance,  the  quality  of  oi»yek 
lecther  depends  upon  Uie  breed  and  the  raising  of  the  cattle  can  be  seen  by  the 
following  fact:  The  best  opoyek  is  supplied  by  Poland  aud  by  the  Vistula  and 
BfJtic  districts,  where  cattle  raising  is  conducted  by  more  scientific  methods 
than  in  other  Provinces  of  Russia,  and  the  worst  opoyek  comes  from  Siberia, 
v.-here  the  cattle  are  practically  not  taken  care  of  at  all.  If  Warsaw,  having 
the  best  Russian  opoyeli  near  at  hand,  gets  a  great  quantity  from  abroad 
(Warsaw  imports  not  less  than  one-third  of  the  whole  amount  of  leather 
l)ronght  into  Russia),  this  shows  us  plainly  that  the  foreign  material  is  supe- 
rior to  ours. 

This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  First  of  all,  the  superior  foreign  cattle  fur- 
nish superior  hides.  Further,  they  are  worked  according  to  strictly  scientific 
methods  by  specialists  of  the  leather  Industry.  In  Germany,  for  instance, 
tliere  exist  special  schools  for  leatlier  manufacturers  In  different  places,  and  in 
Freiburg  they  have  even  a  college.  In  Russia,  on  the  other  band,  there  are  no 
technical  schools  for  the  leather  industry  that  are  worth  mentioning.  Russian 
literature  dealing  with  the  leather  Industry  Is  very  scanty,  the  only  reliable 
publications  we  have  being  the  book  of  A.  A.  Zavadski,  aud  the  periodical. 
Hides,  Leather,  and  Shoes,  edited  by  the  same  person.  A  good  leather  school 
Is  a  State  necessity  for  Russia. 

Libau  Suggested  as  Tree  Port — Xethods  of  Facilitating  Trade. 

Mr.  Lapovitz  suggested  that  if  Libau  could,  after  the  war,  be  made 
a  free  port  Russia  might  be  enabled  to  receive  necessary  over-sea 
raw  material  at  lower  prices  than  now  and  might  divert  such  trade 
from  distributing  points,  to  the  advantage  of  Russian  ports.  In  that 
way  commercial  relations  with  the  United  States  could  bo  made 
direct  and  more  profitable  to  both  countries. 

It  was  urged  that  the  Russian-American  Chamber  of  Commerce 
at  Moscow  make  necessary  inquiries  about  Russian  firms  on  behalf  of 
firms  in  the  United  States  and  collect  information  concerning  Ameri- 
can firms  for  firms  in  Russia  and  that  the  trade  interests  in  botix 
countries  arrange  for  minimum  transport  rates.  Mr.  Lapovitz  said 
that  everything  possible  should  be  done  to  enable  Russia  to  receive 
as  quickly  as  possible  from  the  United  States  agricidtural  and  other 
machines,  large  skins  or  hides,  and  substances  used  in  tanning,  while 
Russia,  on  the  other  hand,  should  put  itself  in  a  position  to  supply  to 
America  quickly  and  regularly  small  skins,  calfskins,  sheepskins,  and 
other  raw  materials.  He  said  that  it  would  be  advantageous  lo 
allow  all  raw  material  imported  from  the  United  States  for  the 
Russian  leather  industry  to  be  admitted  free  unless  it  is  produced  in 
Russia. 
Tanning  Xaterials — ^Depots  in  Bnssia  for  American  Ooods. 

It  was  stated  that  the  most  important  question  for  the  Russian 
leather  trade  is  to  be  sure  of  supply  of  tanning  materials.  Orders 
for  these  goods  are  generally  sent  abroad  at  the  end  of  July  and 
part  of  them  in  August,  with  the  understanding  that  the  goods  ar- 
rive in  Russia  before  the  fixing  of  the  autumn  high  freights. 

Stocks  of  these  goods  are  provided  for  to  last  the  whole  winter 
until  the  opening  of  navigation  in  the  Baltic  ports.    During  the  last 
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year  orders  were  also  sent  abroad  in  due  course,  but  the  declaration 
of  war  cut  short  all  the  connections  of  leather  manufacturers  with 
foreign  firms  and  complicated  the  receipt  of  the  necessary  materials 
from  abroad.  Several  manufacturers,  foreseeing  the  possibility  of 
the  stocks  running  out,  began  to  buy  up  extracts  from  abroad  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war — first  of  all  from  Sweden.  However,  the  goods 
bought  from  Sweden  at  a  high  price  were  of  no  use  to  the  manufac- 
turers, as  the  exportation  of  tanning  extracts  from  Sweden  was  pro- 
hibited by  the  Government.  Other  manufacturers  bought  in  the 
United  States  the  necessai'y  extracts,  which  will  shortly  arrive  at 
Vladivostok. 

It  was  suggested  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  American 
firms  to  establish  depots  for  their  goods  in  Russia  or  in  Vladivostok, 
Siberia,  where  such  goods  could  be  stocked  and  enjoy  the  bonding 
privilege  until  actually  sold  for  delivery  in  the  interior  of  the 
country. 

LABGE  TIMBER  OBDEBS  DT  BBITISH  COLITUBIA. 

[Vice  Consul  B.  M.  Newromb,  Victoria,  Canada,  Aug.  0.] 

The  industrial  outlook  is  more  optimistic  on  Vancouver  Island, 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  provincial  government,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  has  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing connection  with  various  departments  of  the  Imperial  British 
Government  by  which  they  have  secured  for  the  British  Columbia 
mills  seven  cargoes  of  lumber,  totaling  over  20,000,000  feet.  These 
orders  will  result  in  the  circulation  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars 
through  the  sawmills,  logging  camps,  merchants,  and  shipping  in- 
terests. 

The  cut  of  logs  for  the  past  three  months  is  just  as  large  as  for  the 
same  period  last  year  before  the  war  started.  This  is  very  unique, 
as,  except  for  the  production  of  munitions  of  war,  very  few  '  .idustries 
in  the  world  have  maintained  their  production.  As  many  camps,  and 
possibly  more,  are  running  now  as  there  were  last  year.  Some 
7,000,000  feet  of  logs,  mostly  low-grade  cedar  and  hemlock,  are  being 
exported  every  month,  thus  affording  relief  for  the  surplus  cutting 
at  the  logging  camps  and  giving  employment  to  men  who  otherwise 
would  hi  idle.  The  provincial  treasury  also  derives  a  revenue  from 
this  source  of  $9,000  monthly. 

In  the  sawmill  branch  of  this  industry  the  owners  complain  of  poor 
prices  for  their  products  and  lack  of  transportation,  and  state  that 
the  seriousness  of  the  latter  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the  three 
months,  April,  May,  and  June,  98  lumber-carrying  vessels  were  char- 
tered by  American  interests  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  only  2  by  the 
Canadian.  It  is  claimed  that  about  170  steam  schooners  are  engaged 
in  the  Pacific  coast  lumber  trade  and  are  owned  altogether  by  Ameri- 
can interests,  which  places  the  British  Columbia  miUs  at  a  great  dis- 
advantage. 

War  conditions,  in  connection  with  the  high  ocean  rates,  add  such 
an  extra  cost  to  the  delivery  price  of  lumber  that  the  lumber  interests 
find  it  a  vital  problem  to  market  their  products  under  this  disadvan- 
tage. The  British  Columbia  coast  mills  report  better  business  than 
the  interior  or  mountain  mills. 
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Statistics  presented  in  the  August  2  issue  of  the  Manchester  (Eng- 
land) Guardian,  and  said  to  be  taken  from  the  Dutch  Board  of  Trade 
returns,  show  the  amounts  of  cotton  imported  into  and  exported 
from  the  Netherlands  in  the  first  half  of  the  current  year,  with 
comparative  data  for  the  corresponding  months  of  1914  and  1913. 
These  figures  are : 


ImporUd  bom— 

First  8  months— 

Exported  to— 

First  6  months— 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1913 

1914 

1915 

ITnltsd  States 

Tow. 
8,071 

Ton*. 
7,815 
156 
207 
19,960 
3,464 
35,398 

Ton*. 
87,119 

Tont. 

13,697 

10 

25,020 

678 

1,857 

2,390 

Tom. 

8,652 

22 

33,913 

294 

1,839 

3,8£0 

Ttnt. 
69 

British  India 

France      

462 
22,071 
5,210 
23,995 

93,009 
109 

Oflrnit^nv                 1,1 

839 
11,981 
3,849 

Sweden 

United  kingdom 

Other  countries 

United  Kingdom 

Other  countries. 

194 
1,452 

Total 

Total 

G9,S0» 

67,000 

103,788 

43,661 

48,570 

94,823 

I  In  presenting  these  statistics  the  Guardian  calls  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  cotton  has  never  been  declared  contraband,  and 
that  the  restrictions  on  shipments  of  the  fiber  to  the  Netherlands  were 
not  operative  during  much  of  the  half  year  xmder  discussion. 

[For  notes  on  the  fs'etherlands  cotton  situation,  see  Comuebce  Befobts  for 
Jan.  29,  Feb.  4,  May  8,  and  July  14,  1915.] 


OFENDTO  OF  NATIONAL  CITT  BANE  IN  SAO  FAVLO. 

[Consul  Maddln  Summers,  Sio  Paolo,  Brazil,  Jul;  22.] 

The  State  of  Sao  Paulo  has  in  recent  years  become  a  great  market 
for  American  manufactures,  while  its  exports  to  the  United  States 
through  the  port  of  Santos  have  grown  steadily.  The  prosperitj;  of 
this  section  of  Brazil  and  the  confidence  which  American  financiers 
feel  in  its  future  have  resulted  in  the  establishment  here  of  branches 
of  many  important  American  firms. 

However,  tlie  lack  of  banking  facilities  has  been  felt  for  some  time, 
and  realizing  the  opportunities  that  exist,  the  National  City  Bank 
of  New  York  has  opened  a  branch  in  Santos,  and  on  August  2  will 
commence  business  in  the  capital.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  bank  will  be  given  a  large  portion  of  the  business  here,  and 
that  the  merchants  of  Sao  Paulo,  the  State  and  municipal  authori- 
ties, and  others  interested  in  the  United  States  being  represented 
financially  and  commercially  in  the  State  will  be  encouraged  by  its 
presence. 

The  building  which  has  been  selected  is  central  and  well  fitted  for 
the  large  business  that  will  undoubtedly  fall  to  its  lot.  Interest  in 
the  success  of  the  institution  is  shown  by  both  Brazilians  and 
foreigners. 

'  Under  date  of  July  28  Consul  John  M.  Savage  reports  that  Shef- 
field prices  for  ferrotungsten  have  risen  to  $1.64  per  pound  of  tung- 
sten contained  in  the  alloy  and  tungsten  powder  (96  to  98  per  cent 
pure)  to  $1.82  per  pound.  These  prices  are  advances  over  those 
given  in  Comuerce  Keports  for  May  6  and  June  21. 
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THE  FAUOirS  FUSHITH  COIIIEBT. 

[Consul  General  P.  S.  Helntzlemiui,  Mukden,  China,  July  10.1 

On  July  3,  1915,  accompanied  by  the  American  electrical  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  Mukden  Electric  Light  Co.,  I  visited  the  Fushun 
colliery.  As  guests  of  the  chief  engineer,  we  were  afforded  every 
facility  for  viewing  the  plant  and  its  many  allied  industries  and 
enterprises.  As  of  possible  interest  and  value,  I  give  below  a  brief 
description  of  the  colliery  and  its  equipment,  together  with  some 
personal  observations  thereon : 

The  Fushun  coal  mines  have  raised  this  region  to  a  prominent  place 
in  the  eastern  commercial  world.  This  magnificent  property,  which 
belongs  to  the  South  Manchuria  Kailway  Co.,  Avas  accorded  to  Japan 
by  the  Sino-Japanese  agreement  of  September  4, 1909,  and  the  exjwrt 
duty  was  settled  on  the  same  favorable  terms  as  in  the  case  of  Kai- 
ping  and  other  coals. 

Pield  of  Unparalleled  Richnett. 

The  colliery  is  situated  20  miles  east  of  Mukden  and  is  the  terminus 
of  a  32-mile  branch  line  which  leaves  the  main  line  at  Suchiatim, 
267  miles  from  Dairen.  The  coal  field  runs  east  to  west  parallel 
with  the  Hun  River  for  a  distance  of  10  miles.  The  thickness  of  the 
seam,  which  dips  toward  the  north  at  an  angle  of  30°,  varies  between 
120  and  175  feet,  and  the  width  of  the  workable  deposit  is  at  least 
a  mile. 

From  reports  made  the  Fushun  coal  fields  are  unparalleled  in 
the  world  for  thiclcness  and  volume  of  seams.  The  belt  of  coal  is 
calculated  to  contain  800,000,030  tons— a  vast  supply,  which,  even 
if  taken  out  at  the  rate  of  6,500  tons  ]>er  day,  would  last  for  350  years. 
It  is  a  bituminous  coal,  rich  in  volatile  matter,  with  a  heating  pwwer 
of  6,800  calories.  As  fuel  for  locomotives  and  marine  engines, 
Fushun  coal  can  compete  with  the  best  Japan  coal  and  is  better  suited 
for  gas  making  than  any  other  coal  found  in  the  East.  Moreover, 
its  superior  qualities  for  household  uses  are  becoming  more  widely 
recognized. 

At  present  mining  operations  are  being  conducted  in  three  pits; 
two  shafts,  named  Oyama  and  Togo,  of  two  pits  each ;  and  -one  open- 
cut  excavation  The  two  new  shafts  are  1,234  and  925  feet  deep, 
respectively,  and  one  has  an  open  diameter  of  21  feet  and  the  other 
18  feet.  The  most  up-to-date  equipment  has  been  used  in  these  new 
pits,  and  the  average  daily  output  of  the  mines  is  6,500  tons,  with  a 
daily  capacity  of  7,500  tons.  The  production  in  1914  was  2,273,000 
tons,  which  was  only  slightly  less  than  in  1913. 
Exports — Xining  Kethods. 

As  a  result  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  company  to  promote  the  use 
of  coal  in  bean  mills,  distilleries,  and  other  factories,  the  total  sale 
of  coal  in  the  interior  of  Manchuria  during  1914  amounted  to  494,000 
tons,  while  the  company's  own  consumption  for  the  same  period 
was  443,000  tons;  the  sales  abroad,  which  are  being  pushed  success- 
fully in  many  directions — to  Japan,  Chosen,  Hongkong,  Manila, 
Singapore,  and  the  China  ports — amounted  in  1914  to  1,153,000  tons, 
leaving  183,000  tons  for  the  bunkers  at  Dairen,  Newchwang,  and 
Antung.  In  1914,  80,000  tons  were  shipped  to  Manila.  The  com- 
pany has  made  during  recent  years  extensive  wharf  and  harbor  im- 
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provements  at  Newchwang  for  the  shipment  of  coal  from  that  port, 
which  is  120  miles  nearer  to  the  mines  than  Dairen.  During  1914, 
93,000  tons  were  sent  away  from  Newchwang,  mainly  to  the  China 
ports. 

Up  to  1914  all  the  mines  were  worked  by  the  pillar-and-stall  sys- 
tem, but  during  that  year  the  sand-flushing  system  was  installed  at 
several  of  the  pits,  with  such  good  results  that  the  working  of  all  the 
pits  will  in  time  be  changed  into  this  system.  The  mine  water  is 
comparatively  small  in  quantity,  and  there  is  very  little  fire  damp. 
All  the  pits  are  equipped  with  modem  mechanical  ventilators.  Elec- 
tric current  from  a  central  plant  is  used  for  power  in  all  the  mines. 
Electric  Railways — Coolie  Labor. 

The  7-mile  colliery  electric  railway  from  Fushun  station  to  the  six 
pits  is  operated  by  six  electric  locomotives,  three  from  the  United 
btates  and  three  from  Germany.  For  the  passenger  traffic  two  large 
street  cars  are  used;  they  run  between  the  central  residence  quarter 
and  the  mining  pits.  To  facilitate  safe  and  rapid  transit  a  system  of 
automatic  block  light  signals  has  been  adopted;  this  material  was 
also  supplied  from  America.  Another  electric  railway  extends  from 
the  Hunho  Eiver  to  the  mining  pits,  a  distance  of  about  7  miles. 
This  line  is  used  exclusively  for  the  sand-flushing  system  already  re- 
ferred to.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  electrification  of  these 
railways  on  the  overhead  high-tension,  direct-current  system  is  the 
first  of  its  kind  to  be  adopted  in  the  Far  East. 

All  buildings,  streets,  and  residences  are  lighted  by  electricity  sup- 
plied from  the  central  power  station.  Gas  is  supplied  to  all  houses 
for  cooking  purposes.  The  maximum  capacity  of  the  gas  plant  is 
120,000  cubic  feet  per  diem.  The  offices  of  the  colliery  and  the  resi- 
dences of  the  staff,  as  well  as  the  many  public  buildings  belonging  to 
the  colliery,  are  heated  by  steam  from  the  central  heating  installation. 

There  are  20,000  employees  connected  with  the  whole  enterprise, 
18,000  of  whom  are  Chinese,  10,000  being  employed  underground. 
There  are  2,000  Japanese  employees,  consisting  of  engineers  and  their 
assistants,  foremen,  and  clerks.  The  houses  of  the  Chinese  coolies 
are  models  in  sanitation  and  convenience.  Disputes  as  to  wages  and 
hours  of  labor  are  unknown.  The  coolies  are  recruited  from  Shan- 
tung by  the  company's  special  agent  there  on  a  2-year  contract, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  they  invariably  apply  for  the 
renewal  of  the  contract,  so  well  satisfied  are  they  with  the  treatment 
they  receive  and  the  conditions  surrounding  them. 
Oas  f  lant,  Brick  Factory,  Waterworks,  Etc. 

Fushun  coal  contains  on  an  average  1.5  per  cent  nitrogen.  This 
offered  an  inducement  for  the  installation  of  a  gas  plant  with  am- 
monia recovery,  and  accordingly  a  Mond  gas  plant  was  installed 
which  is  capable  of  gasifying  240  tons  of  coal  per  diem.  The  plant 
is  so  designed  that  it  can  be  enlarged  to  double  the  present  capacity. 
The  daily  output  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  is  now  11  tons.  This 
product  is  sold  by  public  tender  at  the  beginning  of  each  year.  The 
average  price  per  ton  at  the  plant  for  the  past  three  years  was  152 
yen  ($76  United  States  currency).    The  entire  output  goes  to  Japan. 

There  is  a  large  rescue  station  with  up-to-date  equipment.  There 
is  also  a  well-equipped  chemical  laboratory  in  this  building.     A 
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brick  factory  turns  out  2,000  bricks  daily.  There  is  an  extensiye 
watchworks  plant.  The  tower,  located  close  to  the  railway  station 
and  the  colliery  main  office,  covers  an  area  of  300  acres,  and  the 
grounds  are  beautifully  laid  out  with  roads,  parks,  and  blocks. 
Herein  the  colliery  has  built  houses  for  the  engineers,  clerks,  and 
laborers.  In  addition  the  following  public  buildings  belong  to  the 
colliery:  Hospital,  schools,  churches,  shrine,  theater,  general  stores, 
hotel  and  club,  and  post  office.  The  powder  magazine,  a  cemetery, 
and  a  crematorium  are  on  a  hill  south  of  the  town.  The  police  sta- 
tion and  the  gendarmerie  quarters  were  built  by  the  Japanese  Gov- 
trnment.  The  company  has  invested  11,000,000  yen  ($5,478,000 
United  States  gold )  in  plant  alone. 
Coke  Ovens — The  Kanufaoture  of  Coal-Tar  Prodnctt. 

One  of  the  important  adjuncts  of  the  colliery  is  the  coking  plant, 
which  consists  of  5  ovens,  each  capable  of  treating  10  tons  in  the 
course  of  36  hours.  The  average  yield  of  coke  is  65  per  cent.  The 
sulphate  and  tar-distilling  houses  are  near  by.  The  complete  plant 
is  to  be  enlarged  in  the  future.  The  company  plans  to  engage  at  an 
early  date  in  the  manufacture  of  coal-tar  products. 

Tne  company  is  also  encouraging  the  location  of  native  industries 
at  Fushun,  offering  as  an  inducement  the  supply  of  motive  power 
which  it  possesses  m  so  many  forms  and  in  apparently  inexhaustible 
quantities.  Moreover,  the  colliery  is  desirous  of  supplying  Mukden 
with  electricity  for  lighting  and  industrial  purposes. 

BRAZHIAH  BEEF  AND  COFFEE  FOB  UNITED  STATES. 

[Clipping  from  A  Kolte  for  July  4,  transmitted  by  Consal  General  A.  L.  H.  Oottscbalk, 

Bio  de  Janeiro.] 

There  has  just  gone  to  the  United  States  a  shipment  of  205,350 
pounds  of  frozen  meat  on  board  the  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  first  ship  of 
the  Lloyd-Brasileiro  Line  to  be  equipped  with  cold-storage  holds. 
The  Rio  left  the  bay  to-day  bound  for  New  York,  carrying  the  cargo 
of  frozen  meat  consigned  By  the  Continental  Products  Co.  of  Santos 
to  the  National  City  Bank  of  New  York.  The  Lloyd  Line  has  other 
ships  also  which  are  to  be  provided  with  cold-storage  plants.  These 
are  the  Minaa  Geraea,  the  Acre,  and  the  Sao  Pavlo. 

The  movement  promoted  by  the  American  consul  general  here  in 
the  capital  toward  making  such  exportation  tu  the  great  Bepublic 
of  North  America  is  going  to  produce  the  most  highly  satisfactory 
results.  Besides  the  exportation  of  frozen  meat,  exportation  of 
coffee  is  being  actively  increased,  for  on  the  same  vessel  and  bound 
for  the  same  port  are  21,629  saclcs  of  coffee  as  well  as  29  boxes  packed 
with  samples  of  the  product  intended  for  advertising  purposes.  In 
Santos  the  Fiirus,  the  first  Brazilian  vessel  to  land  at  New  Orleans,  is 
taking  on  45,000  sacks  of  coffee  for  the  latter  port  (American).  The 
Lloyd-Brazileiro  Co.  is  planning  to  install  in  this  vessel  also  facili- 
ties for  carrying  frozen  meat. 

Consul  M.  B.  Kirk  writes  that  the  Trade  Opportunity  reporting 
the  need  of  broom  and  brush  handles  by  an  Orillia  wood-specialty 
company  (published  May  5)  brought  quick  results  and  that  it  is 
understood  the  Canadian  concern  will  place  a  trial  order  in  the 
United  States. 
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LIST  OF  WSW  SADIO  STATIONS  ANNOUITCE]). 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Conunerce  announces  a  list  of  six  additions  made  to  the  land  sta- 
tions of  the  country  in  the  radio  service  and  16  additional  ship  sta- 
tions since  its  last  bulletin  on  the  subject  was  issued.  Of  the  land 
stations,  the  one  of  longest  range  is  at  Tolovana,  Alaska,  which  has 
a  normal  reach  of  300  nautical  miles.  The  station  is  located  in  longi- 
tude 149 :  30  west  and  latitude  65  north ;  the  wave  lengths  are  300  and 
600  meters,  the  latter  normal,  and  the  system  is  Telefunken.  with 
1,000  sparks  per  second.  It  is  operated  by  the  Alaska  Wireless 
Telegraph  Co. 

Other  land  stations  established  are :  Rialto,  Cal.,  250  miles  range ; 
Massie  svstem,  200  per  second;  wave  length,  600  normal,  300  and 
1,610;  longitude  117:26:53  west,  latitude  34:12:08  north;  operated 
by  Southern  California  Edison  Co.  and  limited  to  correspondence 
with  stations  of  that  company;  two  at  Portland,  Oreg.,  each  with 
range  of  150  miles;  one  operated  by  Charles  L.  Austin;  latitude 
45:30:45,  longitude  122:42:30  west;  limited  to  correspondence  on 
ships'  business  with  vessels  entering  and  leaving  the  port  of  Port- 
land; composite  system,  450  per  second;  wave  lengths,  600  normal, 
300  and  650;  the  second,  operated  by  the  Northwestern  Electric  Co., 
composite  system,  400  per  second;  longitude  122:41  west,  latitude 
45:32;  wave  lengths,  600  normal,  300  and  1.700;  Fort  Adams,  R.  I., 
125  miles  range.  United  States  Army  system,  500  per  second;  wave 
length  1,200;  operated  and  controlled  by  United  States  Signal  Corps, 
War  Department,  and  used  exclusively  for  Government  business; 
Marconi  station,  at  Jualin,  Alaska,  statistics  not  available. 

Of  the  new  ship  stations,  the  largest  are  the  Ossipee  and  Talla- 
poosa, each  operated  and  controlled  by  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard,  Treasury  Department,  with  range  of  300  miles,  and  the  Boose- 
velt,  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  with  a  similar  range.  The  Ossipee  and 
Tallapoosa  are  available  for  the  general  public,  with  rates  of  4  cents 
per  word,  40  cents  minimum  per  radiogram.  Ship  stations  with  the 
United  States  Army  system  and  range  of  30,  for  Government  busi- 
ness only,  operated  by  Signal  Corps,  are:  Captain  T.  M.  Morrison, 
General  George  H.  Weeks,  General  G.  W.  Getty,  General  J.  M. 
Brannan,  General  Nathanael  Greene,  General  Richard  Arnold, 
General  R.  N.  Batchelder,  General  Timothy  Pickering,  Henry  Wil- 
son, Major  Albert  G.  Forse,  and  Sprigg  Carroll.  The  Atlanta  and 
Cacique  are  privately  owned. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation  has  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  an 
edition  of  the  "  List  of  Radio  Stations  of  the  United  States,"  which 
will  be  issued  within  a  short  time. 


Jute  Trade  ITnder  OoTemment  Control. 

Government  control  of  the  jute  mills  in  India  is  announced  in  dis- 
patches from  Calcutta.  Sales  of  burlap  to  private  buyers  will  be 
contingent  on  Government  permission.  This  restriction  had  already 
been  ordered  at  Dundee,  Scotland,  the  center  of  British  jute  manu- 
facture. 
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AMEBICAN  RESPONSES  TO  TRADE  OPPOBTUinTIES. 

[Consul  F.  T.  F.  Diimont,  Florence.  Italy,  July  20.] 

The  Florence  consular  district  offers  few  opportunities  for  good 
ttade-extension  work;  but,  due  largely  to  the  war  and  the  general 
dislocation  of  trade  connections,  this  office,  during  the  period  from 
October  17, 1914,  up  to  April  8,  1915,  furnished  some  16  trade  oppor- 
tunities to  American  manufacturers  by  means  of  the  Commekce 
Reports.  These  covered  agricultural  chemicals,  woodworking  ma- 
chinery and  tools,  locks,  moving-picture  negative  films,  and  other 
lines. 

Some  of  these  trade  opportunities  came  from  concerns  accustomed  to 
buying  through  importers  in  Milan  and  Genoa,  and  who,  being  unable 
to  secure  further  supplies  through  such  sources,  determined  to  make 
an  effort  to  import  direct  and  to  establish  independent  connections 
with  foreign  manufacturers.  In  many  instances  the  constant  rise  in 
exchange,  freight  rates,  and  charges,  combined  with  high  prices  and 
the  demand  for  cash,  discouraged  them  and  nothing  resulted. 

Terms  Interfere. 

In  some  three  or  four  cases,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  concern 
which  furnished  the  trade  opportunity  to  await  the  end  of  the  war 
and  then  pursue  the  matter  further,  since  new  connections  will  be- 
come absolutely  necessary  at  that  time.  Eight  of  the  sixteen  ended 
negotiations  completely,  the  quoted  letter  being  typical : 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  July  17,  we  received  .several  letters  from  American 
manufacturers  which  we  have  not  answered  as  yet.  Tou  asli  if  there  has  been 
any  obstacle  to  arranging  for  business.  We  teli  you  that  in  every  case  American 
houses  have  demanded  that  accounts  be  opened  in  New  Yorl;  or  Ix>ndou  for 
cash  payments.  These  conditions  are  not  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  American 
manufacturers,  with  agencies  in  Italy,  seil  on  30  to  60  days'  time  after  the  ar- 
rival of  goods.  If  you  believe  that  similar  terms  may  be  obtained,  we  will  take 
onr  business  up  again  with  tlie  hope  of  favorable  results. 

In  only  four  instances  does  there  seem  to  be  any  chance  of  accom- 
plishing concrete  results,  and  in  each  of  these  the  Italian  negotiator 
IS  willing  to  pay  cash  and  has  made  every  concession,  according  to 
his  own  statement. 

An  Agency  for  Locks. 

In  the  first  instance  an  agency  was  requested  for  all  Italy  for  locks 
similar  in  type  to  the  Yale.  Several  companies  answered,  but  none 
of  them  sent  samples  of  their  goods.  Had  the  trade  opportunity 
occurred  in  the  United  States,  none  of  these  companies  would  have 
hesitated  to  spend  several  hundred  dollars  to  get  the  business  of  as 
reputable  people.  Two  or  three  sample  locks  would  have  been  better 
than  a  score  of  letters  and  elaborate  advertising  matter.  One  manu- 
facturer offered,  it  is  true,  to  send  a  half  dozen  locks  on  receipt  of 
cash  for  same.  One  good  sample  lock  might  have  led  to  satisfactory 
arrangements. 

The  company  (Italian)  saw  no  reason  to  purchase  a  miscellaneous 
collection  of  locks  in  order  to  find  a  satisfactory  one.  However,  a 
knowledge  of  the  good  qualities  of  certain  locks  was  obtained  locally, 
and  negotiations  with  a  prominent  American  company  are  proceed- 
ing. It  might  be  said  in  passing  that  Italy  is  beginning  to  offer  a 
good  field  for  safety  locks.  The  old-fashioned  lock,  with  a.  key  6 
inches  in  length  a  half  a  pound  in  weight,  is  no  longer  in  favor. 
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Hegotiations  Irnder  Way.'  .  . 

In  the  second  instance  no  offers  of  films  were  receiyed  except  from 
concerns  wliich  oiTered  to  furnish  typical  American  scenes  for  re- 
production, whereas  negative  films  were  wanted.  In  this  case  an 
Italian  business  man  on  a  journey  to  New  York  brought  back  samples, 
and  negotiations  are  proceeding. 

In  the  third  instance  the  contractor  reports  that  only  one  concern 
offered  to  take  up  the  matter  seriously  and  that,  although  prices  de- 
manded are  very  high,  he  thinks  it  will  be  possible  to  place  an  order. 
The  terms  demanded  are  cash  against  documents,  with  inspection  at 
the  factory. 

In  consequence  of  Trade  Opportunity  No.  16803  and  a  report  on 
the  motion-picture  situation  in  Italy,  the  dealer  who  furnished  the 
trade  opportunity  is  corresponding  with  a  New  York  manufacturer, 
and  it  appears  that  a  connection  will  be  established. 

Several  construction-work  reports  were  published  in  Commerce 
Reports  during  the  period  under  survey,  but  neither  correspondence 
nor  business  resulted  from  them. 
Hust  Adapt  Kethods  to  Karket. 

It  is  probable  that  American  manufacturers  are  quite  justified  in 
their  attitude  toward  many  of  the  concerns  or  individuals  furnishing 
the  trade  opportunities  when  it  is  considered  that  most  of  the  open- 
ings are  the  result  of  war  conditions  and  that  the  concern  or  person 
requiring  goods  has  every  intention  of  going  back  to  his  before-the- 
war  connections  whenever  it  is  possible  to  do  so.  The  present,  how- 
ever, offers  a  great  opportunity  to  establish  foreign  connections  on 
such  a  basis  that  when  peace  comes  the  American  manufacturer  may 
have  a  permanent  hold  on  the  market.  It  is  certain  that  he  must 
adapt  himself  to  foreign  requirements  if  he  is  to  obtain  and  hold 
trade;  and  in  the  Florence  consular  district,  at  least,  trade  can  not 
be  obtained  on  the  basis  of  cash  against  bills  of  lading  as  long  as 
merchants  hefe  can  buy  on  30  to  90  days'  time  from  importers  in 
Genoa  or  Milan. 

Catalogues  and  correspondence  must  be  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  and  metric  weights  and  measures  must  be  used.  It  should 
be  possible  for  American  manufacturers  to  quote  c.  i.  f.  terms  as  do 
their  European  competitors.  So,  too,  no  permanent  business  can 
result  from  catalogues  and  correspondence  when  competitor  have 
general  agencies  established  within  the  country. 

France  Imports  More  Manafactnred  Articles. 

In  the  foreign  trade  of  France  imports  of  manufactured  articles 
during  the  first  four  months  of  1915  were  greater  than  in  the  corre- 
S^nding  months  of  the  preceding  two  years  by  a  considerable 
amount.  The  value  for  that  period  this  year  was  671,985,000  francs 
(franc=19.3  cents),  while  in  1914  and  1913  the  amounts  were,  re- 
spectively, 632,625,000  and  546,573,000.  Exports  of  manufactured 
articles  tor  the  same  periods  in  these  three  years  were  valued  at 
470,105,000  francs  in  1915,  1,140,043,000  in  1914,  and  1,190,914.000 
in  1913.  Trade  in  raw  materials  for  manufacture  fell  off  consider- 
ably in  both  the  export  and  the  import  list.  These  figures  are  under 
the  "special  trade^'  classification,  which  is  defined  as  imports  for 
home  consumption  and  exports  of  domestic  produce. 
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SFAinSH  CABBTDTO  TBADE. 

[Consol  Bob«rtiioii  Honey,  Madrid,  Jul;  25.] 

Sharp  decreases  marked  Spain's  carrying  trade  dnring  the  first 
five  months  of  1915,  imports  under  the  national  flag  amomiting  to 
736,384  tons  (of  24i04.6  pounds)  against  898,569  tons 'and  858,139 
tons  in  the  first  five  months  of  1914  and  1913,  respectively,  and  under 
foreign  flags  to  706,076  tons  as  compared  with  1,538,627  tons  and 
]  ,552,375  tons  for  January  to  May  of  the  two  preceding  years. 

Exports  showed  similar  decline's,  the  figures  oeing:  Under  national 
flag,  1,438,994  tons,  against  1,614,650  tons  in  the  first  five  months  of 
1914  and  1,676,217  tons  in  January-May,  1913;  imder  foreign  flags, 
2,106,609  tons,  compared  with  4,207,344  tons  and  5,002,779  tons. 

Four  Honth*'  Tignxes. 

Detailed  statistics  showing  wherein  these  declines  occurred  are 
not  available  at  the  present  time,  but  some  idea  of  the  lines  affected 
may  be  gained  from  a  study  of  the  chief  decreases  in  the  four  months 
ending  with  April.  During  that  period  the  principal  losses  in  Spain's 
foreign  trade  were  to  be  noted  in : 


Articles. 


Four  months  ended  Apr.  30— 


1913 

1914 

1915 

Tom. 

Tttu. 

Toni. 

2,436 

1,225 

818 

62,481 

63,871 

44,673 

18,815 

28,726 

10,427 

949,199 

939,728 

455,159 

2,283 

1,167 

S38 

2,«01 

2,438 

600 

3,223 

310 

653 

176,442 

46,310 

42,539 

1?'2S? 

7,287 

1,272 

S'^' 

4,399 

1,563 

3,425 

3,214 

800 

1,262 

3,085 

723 

2,589 

1,748 

586 

3,532 

2,973 

255 

1,983 

3,314 

89 

27,052 

23,860 

19,099 

6,647 

6,322 

4,467 

22,186 

14,773 

«,8M 

7,386 

6,852 

243 

1.405 

1,129 

346 

13,219 

14,803 

0,865 

364,549 

320,730 

269,  TW 

27,882 

28,418 

3,170 

55,429 

48,470 

12,811 

3,393,398 

2,673,020 

1,S4S,»4S 

8,060 

6,913 

2,326 

215,456 

201,600 

144,263 

4,380 
<  1,44$,  616 

3,193 
•  1,176,882 

«418,«W 

2,452 

1,666 

684 

IIIFOBTS. 

Chemicals: 

Alkaline  carbonates,  borates,  silicates,  etc 

Mineral  manures,  sulphate  of  ammonia,  etc 

Superphosphates  of  lime,  Thomas  slag 

Coal 

Copper  wh-e 

Dynamos,  electromotors,  etc , 

Fish,  (resh , 

Oraln:  Com 

Iron  and  steel: 

Bars,  not  polished 

Plates  and  sheets,  not  polished 

\V  heels  and  blocks , 

Machinery; 

Agricultural , 

Steam  and  gasenelnes,  and  boilers 

Locomotives,  lenders,  and  marine  steam  enginen, 

Railway  coaches  and  cars , 

Seeds,  oleaginous,  including  copra 

Tobacco,  raw 

Wood: 

Staves 

Railway  sleepers , 

rxPORTS. 

Cork,  in  sheets 

Esparto  grass , 

Fruit:  Oraneos , 

Ores  and  metals: 

Blende 

Copper  ore , 

Iron  ore , 

Manganese  ore 

Salt 

Sardines,  preserved 

Wines,  common 

Wool,  in  the  grease 


»  Hectoliters;  1  hectoliter- 26.417  V.  8.  liquid  gallons. 
Line*  tbat  Oained. 

Partly  offsetting  these  decreases  were  gains  in  imports  of  raw 
cotton  from  36,155  tons  in  the  first  four  months  of  1913  to  71,067 
tons  in  January-April  of  the  current  year;  coffee,  which  amounted 
to  6,332  tons,  against  4,676  tons  in  1914  and  5,569  in  1913 ;  and  wheat, 
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which,  while  less  than  in  1914,  was  nearly  four  times  the  quantity 
imported  in  the  first  four  months  of  1913.  Among  the  domestic 
exports,  boots  and  shoes  totaled  1,086  tons,  against  148  tons  in  Janu- 
ary-April, 1914,  and  171  tons  in  the  first  four  months  of  1913 ;  cotton 
hosiery,  1,094  tons,  against  305  tons  and  37G  tons  in  1914  and  1913, 
respectively;  chick  peas,  T,408  tons,  against  509  tons  and  1,020  tons; 
rice,  35,282  tons,  against  2,118  and  10,681  tons;  wheat  flour,  3,577 
tons,  against  276  tons  and  812  tons;  and  iron  ingots,  37,484  tons, 
against  3,673  tons  in  the  fii-st  four  months  of  1914  and  4,263  tons  in 
January-April,  1913. 

irNIPOBU  WEIGHTS  AST)  UEASUSES  FOB  INDIA. 

The  Weights  and  Measures  Committee  formed  in  1913  to  consider 
the  question  of  a  uniform  system  of  weights  and  measures  for  India^ 
as  a  whole  or  for  specific  l^rovinces  has  now  issued  its  report.  In 
its  conclusions,  the  committee  states  that  the  evidence  received  shows 
a  general  necessity  and  desire  for  a  uniform  system,  provided  that 
this  does  not  involve  too  radical  a  change  from  existing  practice,  and 
it  considers  that  uniformity  subject  to  this  proviso  is  both  advisable 
and  desirable.  The  great  majority  of  witnesses  throughout  India, 
except  Madras,  have  advocated  the  Bengal  or  Indian  Railway  weights 
as  the  system  to  be  adopted.  The  committee  recommend  the  adoption 
of  this  system,  the  introduction  of  which  involves  a  more  or  less 
considerable  change  of  system  in  parts  of  the  United  Provinces,  in 
practically  the  whole  of  Madras,  and  in  parts  of  the  Pimjab,  Bom- 
bay, and  the  Northwest  Frontier  Province.  The  Indian  Railway 
weights  system  referred  to  is  as  follows: 


8  kbaskba8=l  chjiwal. 
8  chftwals  =1  rattl. 
8  rattis       =1  milsha. 
3  m&shas    —1  tftnk. 


12  m&shas  or  4  t&nks  =1  tola.* 
5  tolas  =1  chntfik. 

16  chatftks  =1  seer. 

40  seers  =1  maund. 


It  is  recommended  that  as  regards  Burma  the  present  Burmese 
system  of  weights  should  be  kept  m  force. 

The  committee  makes  the  following  recommendations  regarding 
measures : 

Length, — ^The  unit  for  measures  of  length  to  be  the  British  yard, 
but  with  permission  to  recognize  Indian  and  Burmese  measures 
standardized  so  as  to  bear  a  direct  relation  to  this  unit. 

Area. — For  measures  of  area  the  squares  of  any  authorized  measure 
of  length  to  be  used  for  small  areas.  The  British  acre  subdivided 
decimaUy  should  be  used  for  agricultural  land. 

Capacity. — The  chief  local  measures  of  dry  capacity  to  be  stand- 
ardized at  the  most  suitable  integral  multiple  of  a  measure  made  to 
hold  li  seers  of  water  at  a  temperature  of  86"  F.  or  30°  C.  In  addi- 
tion there  should  be  such  other  local  measures  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  in  proportion  thereto. 

Liquids  to  oe  sold  by  any  authorized  measure  of  dry  capacity  op 
by  weights,  with  permission  to  use  measures  made  to  contain  definite 
weights  of  particular  liquids  for  selling  small  quantities  of  those 
liquids. 

The  British  cubic  measure,  or  the  cube  of  any  authorized  measure 
of  length,  to  be  the  measure  of  cubic  content. 


*  Tola=°180  grains. 
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COAL  IQNEBS'  WAGES  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 

[Vice  Consul  William  L.  Jenkins,  Swansea,  Wales,  July  27.] 

The  critical  times  through  which  this  district  has  just  passed, 
owing  to  labor  troubles  in  the  South  Wales  coal  industry,  are  ad- 
justed for  the  present. 

The  conditions  which  regulate  wages  in  the  South  Wales  coal  field 
have  resulted  from  a  gradual  process  of  negotiation  between  the 
owners  and  the  workmen  extending  over  the  past  half  century. 
Before  1864  each  colliery  owner  made  the  best  terms  possible  with 
his  own  employees,  and  on  neither  side  was  there  any  unified  action 
in  dealing  with  wages.  In  that  year,  however,  an  association  of 
coal  owners  was  formed,  under  the  name  Aberdare  Steam  Collieries 
Association,  the  members  of  tvhich  controlled  only  about  15  per  cent 
of  the  output  of  the  coal  field. 

After  persistent  efforts,  the  general  body  of  coal  owners  was 
brought  into  the  association  in  1873,  when  the  Monmouthshire  and 
South  Wales  Coal  Owners'  Association  was  formed.  This  was  a 
coalition  between  the  collieries  owned  by  the  iron  masters  and  those 
whose  output  was  olaced  on  the  market.  It  controlled  75  per  cent  of 
the  total  output  of  the  coal  field.  Although  it  was  reconstructed  in 
1880  and  again  in  1890,  this  association  has  continued  to  increase  its 
influence  until  to-day  its  members,  with  a  total  output  of  40,000,000 
tons,  represent  about  80  per  cent  of  the  entire  product  of  South  Wales 
and  Monmouthshire. 

For  the  worlonen,  the  first  association  was  formed  in  1871  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Amalgamated  Association  of  Miners,  whose  head- 
quarters were  at  Manchester.  In  November,  1898,  the  South  Wales 
Miners'  Federation  was  formed,  and  it  is  associated  with  the  Miners' 
Federation  of  Great  Britain. 
Sliding  Scale  In  Force  for  Long  Period. 

Between  1871  and  1875  three  prolonged  general  strikes  and  many 
local  disputes,  causing  great  loss  to  both  owners  and  workmen, 
culminated  in  the  great  strike  of  1875,  lasting  from  January  1  until 
June  1  of  that  year.  After  extended  negotiations,  the  first  sliding- 
scale  agreement  was  made  December  11,  1875,  providing  that  the 
wages  paid  at  each  colliery  in  1869,  plus  5  per  cent,  should  constitute 
the  standard  of  wages,  with  changes  dependent  on  the  prices  of 
coal.  The  wages  were  not  to  fall  below  the  standard  rate  and  not  to 
exceed  67.5  per  cent  above  the  standard. 

The  principle  of  the  sliding  scale  continued  to  control  the  wages 
in  the  South  Wales  coal  field  from  1875  to  the  end  of  1902,  although 
revised  at  various  periods. 

The  miners  gave  notice  July  1, 1902,  to  terminate  this  agreement  on 
January  1,  1903,  with  the  expressed  intention  of  finally  doing  away 
with  the  sliding-scale  principle  and  replacing  it  by  a  conciliation 
board.  An  agreement  was  finally  approved  the  last  of  March,  1903, 
to  remain  in  operation  until  December  31,  1905,  the  main  feature  of 
which  was  the  replacement  of  the  sliding  scale  by  a  conciliation 
board  with  an  independent  umpire. 

Negotiations  were  resumed  November  4,  1905,  resulting  in  another 
agreement,  to  remain  in  operation  until  the  last  of  December,  1909, 
immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  which  the  workmen's  representa- 
tives gave  notice  that  they  wished  to  terminate  it.    The  wage  agree- 
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ment  of  1910,  -which  remained  in  force  until  March  31, 1915,  was  the 
result  of  this  agitation  and  was  signed  April  8,  1910. 

Xinlmnm-WaKe  Act  Follows  Other  Legislation. 

In  1908  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act  was  passed  by  Parliament. 
It  was  an  8-hour  measure  which  came  into  operation,  as  far  as  South 
Wales  is  concerned,  on  July  1,  1909.  In  July,  19i0,  however,  the 
South  Wales  Miners'  Federation  felt  the  need  of  further  legislation 
and  was  urging  the  Miners'  Federation  of  Great  Britain  to  make  a 
move  in  getting  the  coal  owners  to  fix  a  minimum  wage  for  under- 
ground and  surface  workers.  The  South  Wales  coal-mine  owners  met 
the  miners  representatives  in  November  of  that  year  and  refused  to 
accede  to  their  proposal. 

The  Miners'  Federation  of  Great  Britain  decided  to  take  a  ballot 
of  the  whole  of  the  miners  of  the  coimtry  as  to  whether  they  should 
declare  a  national  strike  in  consequence  of  their  failure  to  get  the 
owners  to  agree  to  the  proposed  minimum  wage.  In  January,  1912, 
this  ballot  was  taken  and  resulted  in  an  overwhelming  majority  in 
favor  of  striking,  although  the  owners  made  a  strong  point  that  the 
notice  to  cease  work  which  the  miners  gave  was  a  violation  of  the 
1910  agreement. 

The  miners  throughout  the  Kingdom  ceased  work  on  the  first  of 
March,  as  no  arrangement  had  been  come  to  by  that  date.  After  a 
long  series  of  unsuccessful  negotiations,  in  which  the  prime  minister 
and  other  members  of  the  cabinet  took  part,  Parliament  passed  an 
act  on  March  29,  1912,  called  the  Coal  Mines  (minimum  wage) 
Act  of  1912,  which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  the  principle 
of  a  minimum  wage  in  all  coal  mines  and  the  constitution  of  sec- 
tional boards  to  decide  the  amount  of  such  minimum  for  each  class 
of  workers  and  for  each  district. 

July  5,  1912,  the  chairman  of  the  joint  district  board  for  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  established  general  minimum  rates  of 
wages,  which  were  to  be  the  standard  rate  for  the  various  classes  of 
underground  workmen,  to  which  was  to  be  added  the  percentage 
from  time  to  time  payable  under  the  conciliation-board  agreement  of 
December,  1910.  These  rates  were  slightly  amended  in  a  supple- 
mentary award  made  by  the  same  board,  December  2G,  1913,  the 
principal  changes  consisting  in  a  slight  increase  in  the  day  wages 
for  certain  workmen  and  in  an  addition  of  further  classes  of  work- 
men. 
Strilce  Tempoiarily  Averted. 

On  April  1  of  this  year  the  workmen  gave  three  months'  notice 
that  the  agreement  which  expired  the  previous  day  would  have  to  be 
altered  and  wages  advanced,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a  bonus 
j©f  ;17,6  per  cent  had  already  been  granted  them.  This  bonus  was  a  com- 
promise between  a  10  per  cent  increase  offered  by  the  owners  and  a 
25  per  cent  increase  demanded  by  the  men.  When  it  was  evident  that 
the  difficulty  was  not  likely  to  be  settled  and  that  to  avoid  a  stop- 
page Government  action  was  necessary,  an  inquiry  was  made  which 
showed  that  during  the  five-year  period  just  ended  grievances  had 
accumulated  and  that  some  adjustment  was  needed. 

During  this  three-month  period  prolonged  negotiations  were  held, 

but  not  until  the  night  of  June  30  had  an  agreement  been  reached. 

^The  proposals  formulated  by  the  Government  and  assented  to  by  the 
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executive  council  of  the  South  Wales  Miners'  Federation  -were  sub- 
mitted to  the  miners'  conference  held  at  Cardiff  and  were  tentatively 
accepted  that  night  by  a  narrow  majority  of  11  out  of  a  total  235 
votes.  These  proposals  were  to  form  the  basis  of  negotiations  for  a 
settlement,  and  work  was  to  be  continued  under  a  day-to-day  contract 
until  the  agreement  was  submitted  to  and  ratified  by  a  further  con- 
ference, on  or  before  July  14. 

Concessions  of  Far-Eeachlng  Character. 

The  conditions  embodied  in  the  proposals  referred  to  involve  con- 
cessions to  the  men  of  a  far-reaching  character.  In  fact,  most  of  the 
demands  formulated  by  the  wortanen  were  conceded. 

The  surfacemen  will  now  be  granted  a  minimum  wage  of  $1.21 
per  day — one  of  the  chief  reforms  advocated  by  the  Miners'  Federa- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  at  the  Swansea  conference  two  years  ago.  In 
regard  to  the  men  employed  on  night  shifts,  the  principle  of  the 
payment  of  six  turns  for  every  five  turns  worked  will  be  universally 
recognized,  and  not,  as  at  present,  only  operative  in  certain  districts. 

The  workmen's  demand  in  regard  to  the  hauliers  was  granted  ab- 
solutely. That  is  to  say,  there  will  be  no  differentiation  between 
those  employed  on  the  day  and  night  shifts.  Even  under  the  mini- 
mum wage  act,  the  night  hauliers  were  paid  on  a  lower  scale  than 
the  day  men. 

Another  important  concession  gained  by  the  men  is  the  recogni- 
tion of  a  new  standard.  This  is  to  be  exactly  what  they  demanded — 
50  per  cent  above  the  1879  standard  and  35  per  cent  above  the  1877 
standard.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  new  standard  of  1915  will 
by  itself,  quite  apart  from  added  percentages,  be  an  increase  of  15 
per  cent  on  the  minimum  percentage  recognized  under  the  expiring 
agreement.  In  other  words,  wages  will  not  be  affected  by  the  selling 
price  of  coal  when  it  stands  below  $3.59  per  ton. 

Chief  Feature  Abolition  of  Kazimum  Bate. 

Possibly  the  chief  feature  in  the  proposals  is  the  abolition  of  the 
maximum  rate  of  percentages  to  be  paid  to  the  men  on  the  selling 
price  of  coal.  The  result  of  this  is  that  the  workmen  will  participate, 
without  any  restrictions,  to  the  fullest  limits  in  any  boom,  however 
exceptional,  which  the  coal  trade  may  enjoy.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
are  safeguarded  in  such  a  way  that  their  wages  can  not  again,  even 
in  times  of  depression,  be  lower  than  50  per  cent  above  the  1879 
standard,  which  has  hitherto  been  operative. 

Because  of  disagreements  that  arose  a  strike  was  commenced  on 
July  15.  The  pits  were  idle,  shipping  was  temporarily  paralyzed. 
The  strike  lasted  one  week.  On  July  20  word  was  received  that  it 
was  practically  over.  Terms  of  agreement  were  eventually  drawn  tip, 
to  which  both  the  owners'  and  the  worlanen's  representatives  were 
able  to  give  their  consent.  Without  a  single  dissenting  voice  the 
federation's  council  decided  to  recommend  that  the  miners'  repre- 
sentatives accept  the  revised  terms.  A  delegates'  conference  was  held, 
the  terms  were  accepted,  and  work  was  resumed  in  most  of  the  pits 
on  July  22. 

Egypt  buys  about  $23,000,000  worth  of  cotton  goods  annually, 
only  $20,000  of  which  comes  from  the  United  States. 
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NOTES  FBOM  THE  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolulu,  July  SO.] 
Oaln  in  Bank  Deposits. 

Banks  and  trust  companies  of  Honolulu  during  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1915,  have  shown  the  greatest  gain  in  combined  resources 
for  any  12  months'  period  in  their  history.  The  increase  in  bank  de- 
posits for  the  6  months'  period  to  December  31, 1915,  was  $1,978,208. 
followed  by  a  further  increase  of  $3,520,138  for  the  first  6  months  of 
1916.  The  total  bank  deposits  for  1914-15  amounted  to  $19,808.021 ; 
in  1913-14  the  total  was  $14,309,675. 

ITew  Bnllchead  WbaxYtt, 

The  Board  of  Harbor  Commissioners  is  preparing  specifications 
for  the  new  bulkhead  wharves  to  be  built  in  Honolulu  at  the  foot  of 
Fort  Street.  These  wharves  will  be  designed  to  accommodate  car- 
goes discharged  at  the  rate  of  2,400  to  3,000  tons  in  24  to  36  hours. 
Cargoes  of  this  size  are  brought  from  Oriental  ports  by  the  Pacific 
Mail  and  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  steamers,  these  vessels  remaining  in 
port  on  an  average  of  24  hours  or  less.  This  will  complete  a  system 
of  wharves  from  the  Navy  wharves  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Co.'s 
pier. 

Harlne  Kailway  to  be  Demolished. 

The  old  marine  railway,  built  for  harbor  use  about  30  years  ago, 
is  to  be  demolished  during  August.  This  railway  consists  of  a  wide 
inclined  track  running  down  to  deep  water,  or  34  feet  on  the  edge  of 
the  harbor  basin.  A  cradle  is  lowered  down  the  incline  ana  the 
vessel  is  warped  into  the  cradle  and  secured.  The  engine  then  draws 
the  cradle  up  to  dry  land  and  the  vessel  is  considered  in  dry  dock. 
The  marine  railwaj^,  however,  is  not  designed  to  carry  large  vessels 
and  its  usefulness  is  past.  The  Territorial  Government  has  let  a 
contract  to  the  Lord  Young  Engineering  Co.  to  remove  the  railway. 

larger  Sugar  Tield. 

Instead  of  the  reduction  in  the  area  given  over  to  cane  that  was 
looked  for  this  season  because  of  the  removal  of  the  American  duty 
on  sugar,  an  extension  of  acreage  on  all  Hawaiian  sugar  estates  be- 
came necessary  to  meet  the  increased  demand  resulting  from  the  war 
in  Europe.  On  the  island  of  Hawaii  crop  conditions  have  been  un- 
usually favorable,  owing  to  frequent  rams  and  to  the  absence  of 
drought  in  any  section.  The  plantations  on  the  windward  coast,  such 
as  Honomu  and  Pepeekeo,  are  examples  of  the  improved  conditions. 
Honomu  finished  grinding  its  1915  crop  the  latter  part  of  July,  the 
total  output  being  9,700  tons.  Pepeekeo  Sugar  Co.  will  conclude  its 
grinding  in  October.  Onomea  will  finish  early  in  September.  The 
present  estimates  of  Pepeekeo  are  that  the  plantation  will  harvest 
12,000  tons  and  Onomea  20,000  tons.  Comparing  1915  with  1913, 
Honomu  has  given  a  full  2,700-ton  increase ;  Onomea  will  make  3,000 
tons  more  from  the  same  acreage;  and  Pepeekeo,  3,000  tons  more. 
It  is  said  that  7  per  cent  of  this  increase  is  due  to  better  milling  and 
boiler-house  methods. 
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EZFOBTATION  OF  SPAHISH  WIITES  TO  FBANCE. 

[Consul  Robertson  Hooey,  Madrid,  July  20.] 

Exportation  of  Spanish  wines  to  France  for  the  first  five  months 
of  1915,  as  compared  with  corresponding  period  of  1914  and  1913, 
is  as  follows  (hectoliter=2G.417  gallons) : 


1915 

1914 

1913 

BeetoU- 
tnt. 
12,442 
12,146 

Bcctott- 

lett. 
726,218 

62,378 

BtctolU 
len. 
759,SS» 

78,759 

AHEBICAN  SHIPPING  CHANGES  DUEING  WA£  PERIOD. 

The  net  tonnage  of  vessels  cleared  from  the  United  States  for  Eu- 
ropean countries  during  the  months  from  August  to  December,  1914, 
inclusive  (the  first  five  months  of  the  European  war),  compared  with 
the  tonnage  clearances  during  the  corresponding  five  months  of  1913, 
represents  a  decrease  from  8,751,237  to  6,813,919  tons,  while  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1915  there  was  an  increase  over  the  record  for 
the  corresi)onding  period  in  1914  from  9,768,157  to  10,114,294  tons. 

Decreases  in  clearances  for  other  parts  of  the  world  in  the  August- 
December  period  of  1914  were:  To  Africa,  from  174,969  to  164,278; 
Asia,  Australia,  Philippines,  etc.,  852,101  to  697,054;  South  America, 
1,091,718  to  675,796;  total  for  these  destinations,  from  2,118,788  to 
1,537,128.  In  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  increases  over  last  year 
were  recorded  in  the  tonnage  to  South  America  from  "1,097,130  to 
1,130,654,  and  to  Africa  from  189,918  to  223,209,  while  to  the  Philip- 
pines, Asia,  Australia,  etc.,  there  was  a  decrease  from  979,648  to 
889,833.  ITiese  summaries  have  just  been  compiled  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

A  feature  of  the  record  is  the  increasing  trade  with  South  Amer- 
ican countries  during  the  first  half  of  1915,  although  the  commerce 
with  those  countries  as  indicated  by  total  tonnage  was  reduced  in  the 
first  few  months  of  the  war. 

Clearances  of  American  Tonnage  In  Foreign  Trade. 

The  figures  given  include  American  and  foreign  vessels  combined. 
The  record  of  net  tonnages  of  American  vessels  alone  cleared  for 
the  same  periods  in  the  export  trade  of  the  United  States  for  various 
parts  of  the  world  have  also  been  prepared.  The  ship-registry  act 
of  August  18,  1914,  enabling  the  American  owners  of  foreign-built 
ships  to  bring  them  under  the  American  flag  and  register,  did  not 
take  effect  practically  until  the  issue  of  the  Executive  Order  of  Sep- 
tember 4,  1914.  Between  that  date  and  June  30,  1915,  vessels  num- 
bering 148,  of  338,354  net  tons  (523,361  gross  tons),  took  out  Ameri- 
can registers. 

The  effect  of  the  act  is  seen  in  the  increased  American  tonnage  in 
our  export  trade  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  Trade  to  Quebec  and 
Ontario  is  nearly  all  across  the  Great  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence,  and 
vessels  on  those  waters  are  not  registered,  nor  were  any  registered 
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under  the  act  of  August  18  for  those  waters.  The  records  of  clear- 
ances of  American  vessels  for  the  corresponding  five  and  six  months 
periods  were : 


Countries  for  which  clearod. 

August  to  Decem- 
ber. 

January  to  June. 

1913 

1914 

1914 

1915 

Eurqpo 

199.355 
103,038 

335,805 
187.875 
16.192 
40.444 
38.464 
32.467 

217,364 
122,874 

501,814 

Clreat  Britain 

169.277 

41,802 

Italy 

64,:40 

Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmarlc 

67,156 

Netherlands.                         

8,e28 
77.893 
8,406 

69,7>3 

04,218 

Germany 

14,729 

62,594 

Rest  of  Europe 

492 

4,l>-» 

39,038 

90,311 

6,634 

11.801 

16,678 

129.287 

272 

75 

46.487 

89,813 

3,2(iO,o<jO 

2,215,792 

722,267 

322.010 

248,551 

432,  £01 

169,100 

26,463 

29,274 

Asia,  Australia,  PbllipplDcs,  etc 

89,233 

379,245 

Canada  and  Mexico 

6.376,370  14,565.705 
5,032,402   3.404.822 

3,159,984 

1,795,883 

Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  British  Coliunbla 

903.(31 
440,343 
204,083 

3.80,476 
109,005 

796.936 
353,947 
299,411 
429,524 
203,592 

841.423 

Mexico ,' 

522,673 

Panama 

651,^95 

Cuba 

754,078 

412,707 

BecoTd  of  Clearances  for  All  Farts  of  World. 

The  record  by-  countries  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels  cleared  from  the 
United  States  for  foreign  countries  in  all  parts  of  the  world  is  here 
given,  with  the  comparisons  between  the  period  for  the  first  five 
months  of  the  war  and  the  corresponding  period  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  also  the  comparison  between  the  first  six  months  of  the 
present  year  and  the  fii-st  half  of  last  year : 


Coontrles  of  destination. 

Augnst-Daeember. 

Jannary.4uhe. 

1913 

1814 

1814 

1815 

Oreat  Britain 

3,352,537 
833,173 
725.618 
284,423 
770  060 
£01,757 

1,777.4:.3 
1W,897 
320,319 

3,315,768 
934,503 
973,890 
683.469 
4«),184 
32.3.V0 
19,!^91 

373,'b33' 

3,682,513 

826,761 
1,017,3.52 
34A9SS 
8.-)l,104 
£30,847 
l,Sl\ftil 
282,974 
415,557 

4,209,302 

1,773  378 

Italy i 

1,507,075 

1,014,810 

Netherlands 

989,863 

Belgium 

63,574 

Best  ol  Europe „ 

496,203 

Total  for  Europe    . 

8,751,237 
7,376,396 
2,092,010 
1,18:),  715 
361.814 
1,019.807 
1,416,069 

6,813,919 

0.002,064 

1.971,792 

7I;),372 

175,689 

950,712 

1,268,333 

9.788,157 
3,834,684 
2,109,488 
1,236,852 
846,795 
1.378,979 
1,711,918 

10,114,  94 

Quebec  and  Ontario 

3,405,420 

Nova  Scotia,  New  Brtuswlck,  British  Columbia 

Mexico    

1,924,957 
845,754 

964,238 

Cuba 

1,444,205 

888,464 

In  these  records  the  net  ton  equals  100  cubic  feet  available  for 
cargo  or  passengers,  and  will  carry  for  example,  2^  tons  weight  of 
coal.  The  net  tonnage  of  vessels  cleared  from  the  United  States  for 
foreign  countries  during  the  fiscal  year  from  July  1, 1913,  to  June  30, 
1914,  inclusive,  was  53,183,409  net  tons,  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  United  States. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


892  COMMBBCE  SBFOBTS: 

MDnNG  AND  RAHWAT  ENTEBFBISES  Hr  MANCHUBIA. 

[Consul  General  P.  S.  Helntzleman,  Mokden,  China,  July  20.] 

Six  years  ago  a  Chinese,  Chen  Pao-ho,  obtained  a  coal-mining 
concession  at  Ta  Yao  Kou,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Fengtien 
Province.  This  concession,  which  covered  an  area  of  44  acres,  was 
worked  with  varying  success  until  October,  1914,  when  a  Cantonese 
merchant,  Yeh  Liang  Ch'ing,  became  interested  in  the  mine. 

An  analysis  of  the  coal  showed  it  to  be  of  a  better  quality  than  the 
well-known  Tongshan  coal  of  northern  Chihli  Province,  and  the 
seam  was  found  to  be  50  feet  in  thickness.  Mr.  Yeh  formed  a  new 
company,  called  the  Tung  Yu  Coal  Mining  &  Railway  Co.,  with  a 
capital  of  5,000,000  taels,  in  50,000  shares  of  100  taels  each.  [The 
haikwan,  or  customs,  tael  is  equivalent  to  61  cents  United  States  cur- 
rency at  present.]  One  million  taels  was  paid  up,  the  balance  being 
held  in  reserve  to  be  called  for  as  required.  The  area  of  the  con- 
cession was  increased  to  820  acres. 

Bailway  Under  Constmction — Xodern  Equipment  Ordered. 

The  nearest  railway  station  is  Nu-erh-ho,  20  miles  from  the  mine, 
on  the  Peking-Mukden  line,  and  south  of  Mukden  157  miles.  Mr. 
Yeh  saw  that  in  order  to  make  the  mine  pay  it  would  have  to  be 
equipped  with  modem  appliances,  machinery,  etc.,  and  connected  by 
rail  with  the  Peking-Mukden  line.  He  thereupon  ordered  the  neces- 
sary 60-pound  rails  and  rolling  stock  from  the  Peking-Kalgan  Rail- 
way Administration,  and  employed  as  mining  engineer  a  Chinese 
graduate  in  mining  from  an  American  college.  He  also  engaged 
several  engineers  who  had  been  educated  in  the  Tongshan  Railway 
and  Mining  Engineering  College.  The  rails  and  rolling  stock  hav- 
ing arrived,  the  line  is  in  process  of  construction. 

Some  machinery,  boilers,  etc.,  have  been  ordered  from  Arnhold, 
Karberg  &  Co.,  Shanghai,  an  electrical  plant  from  the  Siemens 
China  Co.,  Tientsin,  and  a  pumping  plant  from  Jardine,  Matheson 
&  Co.,  Hongkong.  All  of  this  machinery  is  due  to  arrive  by  the  end 
of  November,  1915.  With  the  present  inadequate  equipment  the  out- 
put is  200  tons  per  day,  but  with  the  installation  of  the  new  ma- 
chinery it  is  expected  to  reach  2,000  tons  daily.  A  contract  has  been 
concluded  with  the  Peking-Mukden  Railway  Administration  to  sup- 
ply 300  tons  of  coal  per  day,  and  several  other  contracts,  aggregating 
800  tons  per  day,  have  been  secured  in.  Shanghai  and  South  China. 

Two  Narrow-Oange  Lines  Proposed. 

The  company  proposes  to  build  two  lines  of  narrow-gauge  railway, 
one  from  the  mine  to  Chao  Yang,  in  inner  Mongolia,  and  the  other 
from  the  mine  to  Hulutao,  the  new  port  on  the  Gulf  of  Liaotung, 
which  has  been  declared  a  treaty  port  and  is  soon  to  be  opened  to 
international  residence  and  trade.  The  former  will  be  about  100 
miles  and  the  latter  about  40  miles  in  length.  These  railways  will 
serve  the  double  purpose  of  promoting  the  growth  of  the  company's 
property  and  at  the  same  time  making  possible  the  development  of 
the  agricultural  and  industrial  resources  of  the  region  at  present 
lying  dormant  for  lack  of  capital  and  proper  communications. 

In  the  case  of  the  Hulutao  line,  the  coal  can  be  carried  from  the 
mine  to  the  wharf  and  loaded  direct  into  steamers  without  further 
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handling.  It  is  proposed  to  purchase  two  steamers,  to  be  used  to 
convey  the  coal  direct  to  distributing  centers  in  the  south,  their 
return  cargoes  for  Manchuria  also  to  be  discharged  at  Hulutao.  Be- 
tween the  mine  and  Chao  Yang  the  only  means  of  transportation  is 
the  mule  cart.  The  cost,  exceeding  $2  Mexican  (about  80  cents 
United  States  currency  at  present  exchange)  per  picul  of  183J 
pounds,  practically  pronibits  the  carriage  or  any  but  the  less  bulky 
and  more  expensive  goods.  The  proposed  line,  besides  providing  for 
the  exploitation  of  other  coal  fields  which  are  known  to  exist,  will 
reduce  the  transportation  rates  by  about  two-thirds.  The  head  office 
of  this  company  is  in  the  native  city  of  Tientsin,  and  there  is  also  a 
branch  at  Newchwang. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  once  the  construction  of  these  railways 
and  the  working  of  the  mines  on  a  large  scale  are  begim  there  are  pros- 
pects for  securing  business  in  mining  machinery,  railway  materials, 
rolling  stock,  etc.  It  is  reported  that  several  influential  officials  are 
interested  in  this  project,  so  that  sufficient  capital  should  be  forth- 
coming as  required. 

Hung  lo  Hsien  Coal  Mine. 

Two  Chinese  merchants,  Shen  Sheng-mao  and  Yu  Shu-fang,  have 
secured  the  right  to  a  coal  field  near  Hung  Lo  Hsien.  They  formed 
a  share  company  with  a  capital  of  100,000  taels,  subscribed  chiefly 
at  Shanghai.  The  company's  head  office  is  at  Yingkou.  A  Japa- 
nese, Kai  Teng  Tsing  Ki,  having  examined  the  field,  reported  the 
coal  to  be  of  good  quality,  whereupon  the  Chinese  company  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  him  for  the  joint  operation  of  the  enterprise. 
By  the  agreement  the  sole  right  of  purchase  is  given  to  the  Japanese, 
who  in  turn  is  to  pay  for  the  coal  $2.40  Mexican  per  ton  at  the  mine 
and  for  transportation  to  Hulutao  an  additional  $2  Mexican  per 
ton. 

The  period  of  the  purchase  right  is  15  years.  After  September, 
1915,  the  Chinese  company  has  to  hand  over  to  the  Japanese  all  the 
mined  coal  except  what  is  used  by  the  company  itself  in  operating  the 
mines.  One  month  after  September  the  Chinese  company  is  bound 
to  furnish  200  tons  daily  to  the  sole  purchaser.  If  this  amount  is 
ladcing,  the  company  must  pay  at  the  rate  of  50  cents  Mexican  per 
ton  as  a  penalty.  The  mines  are  to  be  normally  developed  until  they 
yield  1,000  tons  daily.  If  this  amount  is  not  reached,  or  if  the  com- 
pany sells  to  others  than  the  Japanese,  the  company  is  liable  to  a  fine 
of  $40,000  Mexican.  The  mining  machinery  and  the  light  railway 
are  security,  the  latter  to  be  operated  by  the  Japanese  in  case  of  de- 
fault. In  case  of  necessity  the  company  can  raise  the  price  of  the 
mined  coal  by  an  amount  not  to  exceed  20  cents  Mexican  per  ton. 
The  sole  purchase  right  is  to  expire  in  case  the  coal  field  is  exhausted 
within  the  period  of  the  lease.  The  contract  has  been  in  operation 
since  June,  1915. 

Opportnnity  for  Investment  of  American  CapitaL 

Hung  Lo  Hsien  is  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Fengtien  Province, 
in  Chin-hsi  prefecture,  and  within  the  sphere  of  Japanese  influence. 
It  is  30  miles  from  Hulutao.  If  the  expectations  of  the  company  are 
fulfilled,  it  should  be  of  importance  to  the  new  port  of  Hulutao,  and 
may  enter  into  competition  with  the  Kai-lan  Mining  Administration, 
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a  joint  British  and  Chinese  corporation,  operating  exclusive  mining 
rights  in  the  Kaiping  coal  fields. 

However,  owing  to  the  nonfulfillment  of  the  terms  -of  the  contract 
by  the  Japanese,  the  agreement  has  become  null  and  void,  and  the 
concessionaires  have  no  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  the  neces- 
sary funds  to  purchase  the  machinery,  rolling  stock,  etc.,  as  it  is  not 
certain  that  the  capital  said  to  be  subscribed  at  Shanghai  will  be 
forthcoming.  Herein  would  seem  to  lie  an  opportunity  for  the 
profitable  investment  of  American  capital  which  should  operate  for 
the  creation  of  a  market  for  American  manufactures,  as  materials 
are  usually  of  the  nationality  of  the  capital  engaged  in  operating  the 
mines  or  loaned  to  the  mining  companies. 

LOCTTSTS  DESTBOT  OSANGE  CSOP  IN  PALESTINE. 

The  citrus-fruit  industry  of  Palestine,  which  prior  to  the  war  was 
rapidly  becoming  of  great  commercial  importance  to  that  historic 
country,  is  experiencing  serious  reverses.  In  the  1913-14  season  ex- 
ports of  oranges  to  Egvpt  and  Europe  from  Jaffa  alone  were 
2,128,570  boxes,  but  of  the  1914-15  crop  only  about  150,000  bo.xes 
could  be  shipped,  the  balance  of  the  fruit  being  lost.  Alexandretta 
also  had  400,000  boxes  of  oranges  available  for  export,  and  Tripoli 
in  Syria  a  like  number,  all  of  which  were  a  dead  loss  to  the  growei-s, 
because  the  war  prevented  shipment. 

Added  to  these  troubles,  a  scourge  of  locusts  has  now  devastated 
the  citrus  groves  of  Syria.  Consul  General  Hollis  reports  from 
Beirut  under  date  of  June  30,  1915,  that  about  two-thirds  of  this 
season's  (1915-16)  orange,  mandarin,  and  citron  crop  has  been  de- 
stroyed by  locusts.  Consular  Agent  Struve,  of  Haifa,  adds  under 
date  of  July  3,  1915,  that  "  the  locusts  have  eaten  all  the  leaves  and 
peeled  the  small  branches  of  the  citrus  trees." 

Consul  General  Hollis  reported  just  prior  to  this  last  disaster  that 
prospects  for  the  citrus  fruits  this  season  wex'e  unfavorable,  as  there 
was  no  petroleum  available  to  run  the  motors  to  irrigate  the  land. 

These  many  reverses  will  give  a  great  setback  to  the  orange-grow- 
ing industry  m  Palestine  which  was  started  only  a  few  years  ago,  but 
with  the  resumption  of  normal  conditions  in  Europe  it  will  probably 
be  further  extended.  Jaffa  and  other  Syrian  oranges  have  been  gain- 
ing a  strong  foothold  on  the  markets  of  England  and  noruiem 
Europe. 

THE  WINNIPEG  GBAIN  EXCHANGE. 

An  interesting  report  on  the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange,  covering 
the  reasons  for  its  location  in  that  city,  its  rules  and  repilations, 
bases  of  grain  prices,  theory  of  trading  in  futures,  effect  of  the  clos- 
ing of  navigation  on  prices,  credit  for  financing  purchases,  mechan^m 
of  the  Winnipeg  Grain  and  Produce  Exchange  Clearing  Associati(Hi 
("  Clearing  House  ") ,  and  "  hedging  "  by  country  elevators  has  been 
transmitted  by  Consul  Frederick  M.  Ryder.  This  report  (File  No. 
63735),  in  manuscript  form,  will  be  loaned  upon  request  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oiBces. 

Consul  Ryder  states  that  his  report  is  based  on  a  recent  publica- 
tion, "  Principles  of  the  Grain  Trade  in  Western  Canada,"  by  C.  B. 
Piper,  an  active  member  of  the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange. 
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AHEBICAN  EZPOBT  TRADE  FOB  FISCAL  TEAB. 

A  detailed  account  of  leading  articles  contributing  to  the  record- 
breaking  exports  of  the  fiscal  year  1915  is  supplied  by  the  following 
table  compiled  from  the  June,  1915,  "  Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign 
Clommerce,"  shortly  to  be  published  by  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

New  high  levels  were  touched  during  the  closing  month  of  the  year, 
and,  while  certain  classes  show  a  decrease  for  the  year,  nearly  all  of 
them  now  participate  in  the  general  advance.  Cotton,  agricultural 
implements,  lumber,  and  naval  stores  are  the  notable  exceptions.  The 
leading  articles  of  export,  in  order  of  their  importance  in  1915,  fol- 
lows: 


Classes. 


Fiscal  year— 


1914 


1915 


Konth  of  June — 


1914 


1915 


Wheat  and  flour 

Rawcotlon. , 

Iron  and  steel  manuractures 

Meat  and  dairy  products 

Mineral  oils 

Lcat  her,  and  manubctares  of 

Copper  pigs,  etc 

Cotton  Roods 

Anu)mobile3  and  parts 

Horses 

Coal 

Chpmlcals,  mediclnei!  etc 

Tobacco,  unmanuXacturcd 

Explosives 

Corn  and  corn  meal , 

Fruits  and  nuts , 

oil  cake  and  meal 

Wool  manufaclures , 

VcRelable  oils 

Sugar,  refined 

B oard< ,  deals,  etc 

Other  wood  and  manufactures  of. , 

Zinc  manufactures , 

Brass  manufactures 

Faperand  manufactures  of 

Electrical  goods 

Barley 

Can  and  carriages 

Rye... - 

Rubber  manufactures 

Fish 

Mules 

Fiber  manufactures 

Naval  stores 

Vegetables 

Agricultural  implements , 

All  other  articles , 


$11,100,000 
IS.  700.000 
18.600,000 
10. SOO, 000 
13,41X1,000 
4,  SOO. 000 

ii,.':oi),(ioo 

4,200.1100 

2,.",(X1,000 

aw,  000 

5.2M.(m 
2,  t(KI,000 
4,300.000 
400,000 
SOO,  000 
1,. '■.00, 000 

i,io;i,ooo 

400,000 
700,000 

100,000 

4,  700,  (100 

4,000,000 

36,  .^10,1100 

000,(100 
1,700,(100 
1,600,000 

200,000 
1,300,000 

400,000 
1,200,000 

too, 000 

as, 300 
1,1(0,000 
2,3(((),()a) 

90',0  0 

1 ,  700.  (WO 

l~,-f>".'»J 

Total  domestic exporUs 2,329,700,000    2,710,200,000     154,100,000 


tl42, 

610, 

1  I., 
1.'2. 

.■jl. 
3.1, 
:), 
fa, 
27, 

li, 

(>. 

,s, 
31, 
2i: 

4, 
16, 

1, 
57, 
45, 

7, 
W. 
25 

4 
IS 

1, 
12, 
12, 

12, 

19, 

6, 

32 

225, 


400,000 
600,000 
■""100 

...hi, 000 

2'  0,  irxi 

BOO,  000 
<X)0, 1100 
,5' 0,(00 
2(»1,000 
KKJ.OOI 
91X1,000 
100,000 
000,000 

:>(K,i.(ioo 
,'i(Kl,  floO 

WW,  000 

7rjO,(X)0 

100,000 

300,000 
900,000 
(,00.000 

roo.ooo 

4(K),  (100 

,wo,noo 

700,000 
KXI.OOO 

:;flo,iiOO 

400  1 100 
600,000 
400,000 
800,000 

00,000 

6')0,DOO 
900,000 
900,000 
000,000 
600,000 


I4S3,400,000 

37t),  200. 000 

2ai.'.100,fl00 

220,100,000 

113,700,000 

120,700,000 

tC.  21X1,000 

72,0<Xl,flOO 

OS, 100, 000 

64,01X1,000 

.v.,  91X1,  (KM 

4i!,4(«),(XI0 

44,.';(X1.000 

41,rffll,.l00 

41. 300, '100 

34,<XX1,nOO 

2S,a(xi,ooo 

27, 300,  (XX) 
25,  SOO.  (XX) 
25,f.(Xl,(XX) 
21, 1(X),(KK) 
24.MX1.000 
21,i(X(,(«X) 
20,,^«,000 
19,S(X1,(XX) 
19,S(K1,00O 
1S.20Q.IXX) 
17,000,000 
15, 100,  (XX) 
14,hOO,000 
12,1KX1,(KX) 
12,7(X1,(XX) 
12.310,100 
11,101,100 
10,  SO  1,(00 
lii,;tOi,  0(X) 
21V  I'm, 'XX) 


$is,9no,i-oo 

1,'.,'0'1,0(X) 
31.Sfli),fiOO 
29,  Ml),  (XX) 
1.1, '(10,  (XX) 

13,  200, OX) 
H,  900, 000 
7,300,000 

14,  .OT),  000 
8,I(X1,(KXD 
6,900,(«0 
0,300,000 
4.,'iOO.OOO 

lI,7(X),(:0i) 
3, 400  (m 
1,300,000 
1,000,(X)0 
3,000,000 
2,300,000 
3,«X).(XX) 
2,(XI0.(X)0 
2,6(X1,()00 
3,000,000 
4,31X1,000 
2,100,000 
2,000, 0.10 

700,000 
3,000,000 

200,000 
1,70(1,  (XX) 
1,600,000 
2,,''00.0(X) 
1,300,000 
1,300,0  0 

800,1100 

900,000 
27,700,003 

284,100,000 


GOOD  AFBICAN  OBDEBS  FOB  WOOLENS. 

Oood  orders  are  being  received  by  British  mills  from  South 
Africa  for  woolens  and  worsteds  and  other  clothing  materials.  The 
United  Kingdom  shipped  to  British  South  Africa  during  the  first 
half  of  this  year  1,369,400  yards  of  woolen  goods,  valued  at  $942,052, 
against  979,400  yards,  worth  $453,115,  in  the  like  period  of  1914,  nnd 
425,000  yards  of  worsteds,  valued  at  $263,808,  against  795,600  yards, 
worth  $424,845.  British  sales  of  cotton  piece  goods  to  South  Africa 
totaled  7,355,400  yards  during  the  first  six  months  of  1914  and 
9,146,900  yards  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915. 
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FOBEiair  TRADE  OPPOSTUMITIES. 

Rescrred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Baresa  and  Ita  branfili  oflleea.  Request 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  the  file  number  giren. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  17989. — The  Department  of  Ck>mmerce  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  railway  official  In  the  United  States  transmitting  a  letter 
from  a  business  man  In  England  who  desires  to  receive  information  relative 
to  buildings  and  machinery  necessary  for  a  stock  farm  and  canning  in- 
dustry. The  machinery,  etc.,  is  desired  for  shipment  to  South  Africa.  It 
Is  desired  to  secure  equipment  for  a  portable  frult-cannlng  device.  A 
similar  device  is  also  desired  for  slau^tering  and  canning  l>eef. 

Needlet,  thimbles,  soitsors,  etc..  No.  17990. — An  American  consular  oflScer  in 
France  reports  that  the  director  of  a  large  department  store  in  bis  district 
desires  to  conuuunicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  brushes  of  all 
Icluds,  needles,  thread,  novelties,  thimbles,  and  scissors,  etc.  Catalogues, 
correspondence,  etc.,  should  I>e  in  French. 

Mineral  waters.  No.  17991. — ^A  firm  in  Portugal  wishes  to  secure  the  services  of 
an  agent  in  the  United  States  for  the  sale  of  mineral  waters.  Corref^poud- 
ence  may  be  in  Ebgllsh.    Bank  reference  is  offered. 

Automoiile  trucks.  No.  17992. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  has  trans- 
mitted a  report  relative  to  a  possible  market  for  the  sale  of  automobile 
trucks.  A  copy  of  his  report  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  63942.) 

General  agency.  No.  17993- — A  Pacific  coast  commercial  organization  reports 
that  it  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  company  In  France  which 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  The  Arm  does 
not  specify  any  imrtlcular  line. 

Tractors,  No.  17994. — ^A  planter  in  an  Insular  possession  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full 
information  relative  to  small  oil  and  steam  tractors. 

Oxide  of  zinc.  No.  17995. — ^A  paint  manufacturer  in  France  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  pure  and  powdered  oxide  of  zinc. 
He  desires  to  purchase  on  a  cash  basis. 

Wines,  No.  17996. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Chile  advises  that  a  firm  in 
that  country  desires  to  export  wines  to  the  United  States. 

Hardware,  No.  17997. — A  traveling  salesman  In  France  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  in  general  lines  of  hardware.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Pumping  station.  No.  17998.— The  Sydney  office  of  the  British  Trade  Commis- 
sion reports  that  tenders  are  invited  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Water 
Supply  and  Sewerage  for  the  supply,  delivery,  and  erection  at  tbe  pumping 
station,  Richmond,  N.  S.  W.,  of  two  units,  each  consisting  of  a  centrifugal 
pump  and  electric  motor  (contract  No.  1032).  Copies  of  the  specifications 
and  form  of  tender  may  be  obtained  from  the  offices  of  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  341  Pitt  Street,  Sydney,  N.  S.  W., 
at  which  address  sealed  tenders  will  be  received  until  September  6.  Each 
tender  must  be  accompanied  by  a  deposit  of  $48.66.  The  bureau  lias  no 
further  information  relative  to  this  opportunity. 

Auto  ploics.  No.  17999. — An  engineer  in  France  informs  an  American  consular 
ofiicer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  auto  plows 
with  oil  or  electric  motors.  He  will  deal  on  a  cash  basis  and  if  necessary 
visit  the  United  States  to  make  proper  arrangements.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  French. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  Kational  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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SWEDISH  INVENIOBT  OF  GSAIir. 

[Charge  d' Affaires  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  LegatioD,  Stockholm,  July  20.] 

The  Government  of  Sweden  has  decided  to  make  an  inventory  dur- 
ing the  first  part  of  September  of  all  the  grain  in  the  entire  Kingdom, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Provinces  of  Norrland  and  Dalecarlia. 


AID  FOE  SWEDISH-AMEEICAN  STEAMSHIP  LINE. 

[Charge  d'Affalres  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  July  29.] 

The  municipal  council  of  Gothenburg  having  requested  permission 
of  the  Eoyal  Government  to  invest  1,000,000  crowns  ($268,000)  in  the 
Swedish-American  Steamship  Line,  has  now  received  answer  that 
the  Royal  Government  has  no  objection  to  the  plan. 


EEDUCTION  ON  FUIF  AND  FAPEB  IN  F&ANCE. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consulate  General,  Paris.] 

Law  August  14  increase  to  95  per  cent  reduction  of  import  duty 
on  paper  other  than  so-called  fancy  machine-made  weighing  more 
than  30  grams  square  meter,  destined  for  newspapers,  and  on  me- 
chanical and  chemical  wood  pulp.  [By  the  decree  of  Feb.  17,  1915, 
referred  to  in  Commerce  Eeforts  of  Feb.  23,  1915,  the  rates  of 
duty  on  pulp  and  news  print  paper  were  reduced  60  per  cent.] 


American  Flour,  Watches,  and  Soap  for  Morocco. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  factors  that  militate  against  American 
trade  expansion  in  northwestern  Africa,  Consul  General  Maxwell 
Blake  writes  from  Tangier  that  during  the  quarter  ended  June  30 
last  agents  in  Morocco  were  appointed  for  a  Virginia  flour-milling 
company  and  a  New  Jersey  watch  corporation ;  and  a  New  York  firm 
was  placed  in  commimication  with  a  correspondent  in  connection 
with  the  introduction  of  American  laundry  soap,  with  full  samples 
and  a  trial  consignment  to  follow. 
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CONDITIONS  IN  THE  FBOVINCE  OF  HUELVA,  SPAIN. 

[Cousnl  Wilbur  T.  Oracey,  SeTllle,  May  24.] 

The  Province  of  Huelva,  situated  on  the  coast  and  bordering  on 
Portugal,  covers  an  area  of  3,914  square  miles  and  contains  a  popula- 
tion of  260,880.  There  are  269  miles  of  roads,  181  miles  of  railway,  3 
cities,  75  towns,  78  villages,  and  891  farmhouses. 

Tlie  principal  products  are  those  secured  from  the  mines,  such  as 
iron  and  copper  pyrites,  iron,  manganese,  sulphur  ore,  copper  shells, 
and  copper  bars  or  ingots.  Other  products  are  cork  wood,  cork  stop- 
pers, cork  dust,  cork  waste,  chestnuts  or  marrons,  figs,  wool,  skins, 
almonds,  pine  cones,  wax,  salted  meats,  preserved  fruits,  oranges, 
dried  palms,  wines,  and  wine  lees. 

For  coastwise  trade  to  other  ports  of  Spain  and  for  shipment  by 
rail  to  Spanish  cities  articles  produced  are:  Fertilizers,  mineral  oils, 
olives  and  olive  oils,  almonds,  tar,  pitch,  lupines,  tiles,  lime,  coke, 
charcoal,  chestnuts,  beer,  preserved  fish,  other  preserves,  cork  and 
cork  products,  pork,  fresh  iruits,  chickpeas,  greases,  lard,  agricultural 
and  other  machinery,  honey,  furniture,  straw,  potatoes,  dried  fish, 
skins,  i)ine  cones,  piping,  iron  minerals,  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  pigs, 
work  animals,  chemical  products,  cheese,  salt,  bran,  cloth,  wheat, 
vegetables,  vinegar,  wine,  gypsum,  electrical  materials,  and  aguar- 
diente. 

The  Province  is  mountainous  in  some  parts  and  flat  in  othere.  In 
the  mountain  regions  chestnuts,  cherries,  walnuts,  oaks,  cork  trees, 
and  other  such  products  abound,  including  a  special  kind  of  oak 
which  produces  acorns  upon  which  the  pigs  of  this  district  are  fed. 
The  flat  part  produces  olives,  grapes,  figs,  oranges,  lemons,  etc. 
Features  of  Fishing  Industry — ^Xlnlntr  Important. 

A  considerable  amount  of  fish  is  found  along  the  coast,  especially 
tunny  fish,  sardines,  striped  tunny,  corbina,  hake,  and  cod.  There 
is  an  important  fishing  and  preserving  business  at  Ayamonte  and 
Jsla  Cristina,  especially  for  sardines,  and  from  May  to  June  for 
tunny.  This  industry  supports  a  large  number  of  factories,  and  fish 
in  its  preserved  state  is  exported,  tunny  to  Italy  and  the  Spanish 
cities  and  sarciines  to  South  America  and  the  interior.  The  industry 
suppoits  a  large  population  of  both  men  and  women  workers,  who 
receive  high  wages  for  this  district  and  have  satisfactory  contract 
work. 

In  the  mountain  towns,  woolen  and  linen  textiles,  woolen  blankets, 
wax,  morocco-leather  articles,  hides,  leather  soles,  tiles,  cement,  and 
fertilizers  are  manufactured.  Shipbuilding  is  also  carried  on. 
Huelva  is  one  of  the  most  important  mining  Provinces  of  Spain, 
the  most  important  mines  being: 

Kost  Important  Xines  in  District. 

Tinto  y  Santa  Rosa;  consists  of  a  group  of  mines  situated  at 
Zalamea  la  Real,  Calanns,  and  Valverde  del  Camino,  producing  cop- 
per-iron pyrites. 

Castillo  de  Buitron;  comprises  4  concessions  in  Zalamea,  with  a 
railway  from  Buitron  to  San  Juan  del  Puerto,  and  produces  iron  and 
copper  pyrites. 

Poderosa ;  consists  of  9  concessions  at  Zalamea,  with  a  superficial 
area  of  242  acres,  producing  copper-iron  pyrites. 
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Concepcionj  comprises  18  concessions  at  Almonaster  la  Eeal,  hav- 
ing an  area  or  432.43  acres,  producing  copper-iron  pyrites. 

Zaiamea  Copper  Co.  (Ltd.) ;  mines  of  San  Diego  and  San  Juan  at 
San  Eduardo,  producing,  like  the  former,  copper-iron  pyrites. 

La  Joya;  consists  of  8  mines  belonging  to  the  firm  of  Hijos  de 
Vasquez  Lopez,  producing  copper-iron  pyrites  and  other  minerak. 

El  Lomero ;  situated  4  miles  from  the  station  of  Valdelamusa. 

Carpio;  has  an  area  of  321.23  acres,  situated  in  the  district  of 
Cortegana,  producing  iron  pyrites. 

Pemmal;  situated  in  the  district  of  Calanas,  with  an  area  of 
861,110  square  feet,  situated  2  miles  from  the  station  of  El  Cerro, 
producing  copper-iron  pyrites. 

Las  Cabezas  del  Pasto;  consists  of  various  concessions,  with  an  area 
of  422.54  acres,  situated  in  the  district  of  Puebla  de  Guzman,  pro- 
ducing principally  iron  pyrites. 

Las  Herrerias;  composed  of  a  group  of  mines  covering  an  area  of 
748.72  acres  in  the  district  of  Puebla  de  Guzman,  producing  mineral 
and  copper  shells. 

Kio  Tinto ;  the  most  important  mine  of  the  Province,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  copper  mines  in  the  world. 
Electrical  and  Other  Installations  in  Bio  Tinto. 

As  this  mine  is  well  known,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  go  into  details 
other  than  to  give  a  few  particulars  of  the  electrical  and  other  in- 
stallations. The  electrical  machinery  necessary  for  providing  power 
has  been  installed  on  grounds  belonging  to  the  company,  at  a  cost  of 
$253,180.  A  sulphuric  acid  factory  has  been  in  operation  also  for 
20  years  and,  although  the  system  is  now  said  to  be  somewhat  anti- 
quated, in  its  time  it  was  superior  to  any  others.  Its  production  is 
sufficient  to  supply  the  superphosphate  factories  belonging  to  the 
Sociedad  Anonima  de  Productos  Quimicos  de  Huelva,  and  the  Rio 
Tinto  Co.  is  said  to  be  contemplating  the  transfer  of  the  present  plant 
to  the  city  of  Huelva  if  a  suitable  site  can  be  found.  The  company 
also  has  a  factory  and  foundry  for  working  copper  and  pyrites. 

The  great  layers  of  iron  pyrites  in  the  Tharsis  mines  and  the  hope 
that  some  day  the  price  of  sulphur  will  increase  make  the  progress 
of  the  work  in  the  future  of  special  interest.  The  work  commenced 
in  1912.  In  the  Tharsis  group  the  layer  of  Sierra  Bullones  has  been 
slightly  worked  in  recent  years.  In  1912  various  explorations  were 
made  to  study  the  mines,  and  similar  work  is  now  projected  in  the 
northern  vein.  Development  is  also  going  on  at  Almagrera.  It  is 
expected  that  about  36,000  tons  will  soon  bo  exported.  In  La  Za- 
zarza  subterranean  explorations  are  being  carried  on. 

In  addition  to  the  mines  named  there  are  several  others  which, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  railway  connections,  are  not  largely  developed, 
and  the  production  is  therefore  limited.  The  proposed  railway  from 
Huelva  to  Paymogo  will  when  completed  open  up  a  number  of 
mining  properties, 
large  Quantities  of  Supplies  Beqnlred  for  District.  ' 

The  industries  consume  great  quantities  of  explosives,  octagonal 
steel  for  augers,  cables,  box  cars,  capstans,  ties,  rails,  lime,  cement, 
and  construction  materials,  coal  for  locomotives,  etc.  All  of  these 
goods  are  imported  from  England  and  France. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


900  OOMMEBCK  BEPOBTS. 

In  the  fishing  industry  and  packing  of  the  prodncts,  considerable 
coal  is  required  for  the  steam  plants.  Olive  oil  is  secured  from  Tor- 
tosa;  tin  and  solder  are  imported.  A  certain  quantity  of  tinned  fish 
is  sent  to  France.  Further  information  regarding  the  fishing  indus- 
try may  be  obtained  from  the  board  of  trade  (Camera  de  Comercio) 
of  the  town  of  Ayamonte,  Province  of  Huelva.  The  goods  are  carried 
to  Cadiz,  and  shipped  abroad. 

In  the  pig  industry  goods  are  shipped  to  Cadiz  for  transshipment 
abroad.  It  is  estimated  that  the  annual  slaughtering  is  about  40,000 
pigs,  of  a  value  of  from  $1,158,000  to  $1,351,000. 

The  manufacture  of  fertilizers  is  carried  on  in  Huelva,  the  produc- 
tion being  calculated  at  60,000  tons  per  annum,  which  at  prices  of 
from  $14.47  to  $15.44  gives  a  value  of  over  $772,000.  The  sulphuric 
acid  required  in  this  industry  is  manufactured  and  supplied  by  the 
Kio  Tinto  Co. 

Cork  Kannfactares  in  Export  Business. 

The  manufacture  of  cork  stoppers  is  carried  on  in  the  mountain 
districts  and  the  exportation  amounts  to  377  tons  per  annum,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  cork  in  squares,  cork  waste,  cork  wood,  and  cork  dust 
are  exported  to  the  amount  of  5,000  tons,  coming  largely  from  other 
Provinces  which  make  Huelva  their  shipping  port. 

Most  of  the  tins  used  in  the  fishing  industry  are  imported  cut  to 
shape,  the  soldering  being  the  only  work  done  locally.  They  are 
secured  from  Spanish  factories.  Nets  used  by  the  fishermen  are  im- 
ported from  Germany.  The  only  imports  used  in  the  pig  industry 
are  the  tins  used  for  packing  lard.  These  tins  are  almost  all  secured 
from  Spanish  factories.  Chestnuts  are  exported  to  England  and 
America  and  figs  to  Germany.  The  only  imports  needed  in  the  cork 
industry  are  of  machinery  for  the  manufactories. 

Agricultural  machinery  is  imported  from  England  and  Germany. 
Most  of  the  electrical  works  in  the  Province  have  received  their 
machinery  and  supplies  from  Germany.  The  workshops  at  Huelva, 
which  construct  machinery  for  pressing  wine,  oil,  etCj  secured  their 
iron  from  Bilbao,  foundry  ingots  from  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
and  the  steel  cylinders  for  hydraulic  machines  from  Germany. 

Other  articles  generally  needed  in  the  industries  of  the  district 
have  been  imported  from  these  sources:  From  Germany,  England, 
France,  and  Belgium,  oils,  lubricants,  mineral  oil,  Avire,  steel,  min- 
eral and  vegetable  tar,  asbestos,  sulphur,  bronze,  coal  and  coke,  beer, 
cement,  nails,  copper,  nets,  solder,  explosives,  lime  phosphates, 
greases,  tools,  iron,  ingots,  sheet  tin.  fire  briclts,  soap,  machinery  in 
general,  metals,  paint,  pipes,  chemical  products,  and  copper  sulphate; 
from  Russia  and  Sweden,  lumber. 

Principal  Destinations  of  Exports  from  Province. 

The  exportations  in  the  last  normal  year  (1913),  which  gives  a 
better  idea  of  the  actual  trade  than  the  abnormal  conditions  of  1914, 
were : 

To  Germany — to  Hamburg,  216,500  tons,  consisting  of  copper 
shells,  copper  in  bo.xes,  copper-iron  pyrites,  iron  pyrites,  the  balance 
being  divided  between  fish  oil,  wax,  preserves,  cork  in  squares,  cork 
waste,  cork  stoppers,  figs,  skins,  and  wines. 
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To  Bremen,  38,000  tons,  37,000  being  iron  pyrites,  the  balance  being 
corks,  skins,  and  wines. 

To  Frederickstadt,  1,300  tons  of  copper-iron  pyrites. 

To  Harboorg,  1,460  tons  of  copper-iron  pyrites. 

To  Herrenwyk,  3,400  tons  of  iron  minerals. 

To  Koeniesberg,  25,000  tons  of  iron  pyrites. 

To  Memel,  23,000  tons  of  copper-iron  pyrites  and  20,000  of  iron 
pyrites. 

To  Noufharwasser,  23,500  tons  of  copper-iron  pyrites. 

To  Oslebishausen,  10,500  tons  of  iron  minerals. 

To  Stettin,  33,500  tons  of  copper-iron  pyrites  and  80,000  of  iron 
pyrites. 
,     The  total  of  these  shipments  amounts  to  485,000  tons. 

To  Austria. — ^The  exportation  to  Austria  has  consisted  only  of 
9,000  tons  of  iron  pyrites  to  Fiume  and  15,000  to  Trieste. 

To  Belgium. — Antwerp,  93,000  tons  of  merchandise,  including 
23,000  of  manganese,  22,000  copper-iron  pyrites,  47,000  iron  pyrites, 
the  balance  in  small  quantities  of  wax,  copper  shells,  cork  and  cork 
products,  skins,  and  wines. 

To  Denmark. — The  total  export  was  G,000  tons  of  copper-iron 
pyrites  to  Aalborg  and  another  6,000  tons  of  the  same  mineral  to 
Aarhus. 

To  Holland. — ^To  Rotterdam,  503,000  tons,  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  cork  and  cork  products  and  wines,  is  composed  entirely  of 
iron  minerals,  copper-iron  pyrites,  and  iron  pyrites. 

To  Italy. — ^To  Venice,  30,000  tons  of  iron  pyrites. 

To  France. — 342,000  tons  of  iron  pyrites  were  exported  to  various 
places,  4,800  tons  of  copper-iron  pyrites  to  Bordeaux,  Cette,  and  Dim- 
kirk.  Th  balance  of  the  380,000  tons,  which  was  the  total  export  to 
France,  consisted  of  chestnuts,  almonds,  copper  shells,  preserved 
fish,  cork  and  cork  products,  figs,  wool,  wine  lees,  manganese,  skins, 
pine  cones,  and  wines. 

To  Morocco. — 85  tons  of  preserved  fish,  pine  wood,  and  wines. 

To  Portugal. — 13  tons  of  dried  palms  for  Faro  and  19,000  tons  of 
iron  pyrites. 

To  nussia. — ^28,800  tons  of  iron  pyrites,  2,500  tons  of  which  went 
to  Mariampol,  23,000  to  Riga,  and  2,500  to  Petrograd. 

To  Sweden.— lA:,bW  tons,  of  which  2,500  were  mineral  iron  shipped 
to  Helsingborg,  10,800  copper-iron  pyrites  to  Malmoe,  and  1^00 
iron  pyrites  to  Stockholm. 

To  England. — 578,800  tons,  consisting  of  4,000  tons  of  copper 
shells,  2,800  tons  of  copper  in  boxes,  5,000  tons  of  iron  minerals, 
215,000  tons  of  copper-iron  pyrites,  and  345,000  tons  iron  pyrites,  the 
remainings  7,000  tons  being  chestnuts,  preserved  fish,  cork  and  cork 
products,  fruits,  cattle,  figs,  oranges,  skins,  and  wines. 

Ezportations  to  the  ITnited  States. 

Exportations  of  iron  pyrites  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
452,000  tons,  destined  to  the  ports  of  Baltimore,  Boston,  Charleston, 
Jacksonville,  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  New  York,  Pensacola,  Perth 
Amboy,  Philadelphia,  Savannah,  and  Wilmington.  Of  copper-iron 
pyrites,  273,000  tons  were  destined  for  Baltimore,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia.    Copper  shipments  in  boxes  amounted  to  17,600  tons. 
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Cork  and  cork  products  amounting  to  1,118  tons  were  exported  to 
Baltimore,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. 

Although  the  exportations  of  minerals  decreased  in  1914  by  358,983 
tons  from  the  preceding  Tear  on  account  of  war  conditions,  the 
quantity  shipped  to  the  United  States  increased,  the  exports  showing 
an  increase  of  77,793  tons  to  American  ports.  The  principal  exports 
to  the  United  States  in  1914  were  613,924  tons  of  sulphur  ore,  268,509 
tons  of  copper  ore,  4,057  tons  of  copper  ingots,  1,134  tons  of  cork 
waste,  and  640  tons  of  marrons. 

Australia. — Five  thousand  tons  of  iron  pyrites  were  exported  to 
Fremantle  and  another  5,000  to  Wallaroo. 

Cuba. — Five  tons  of  wine  for  Habana. 

Chile. — Three  thousand  tons  of  iron  pyrites  were  exported. 

Natal. — ^Ten  thousand  five  hundred  tons  of  iron  pyrites  to  Durban. 

The  exports  during  1914  were  seriously  affected  by  the  conditions 
existing  m  Europe  after  the  1st  of  August,  and  a  considerable  de- 
crease was  recorded. 
Competition  of  Products  of  Other  Countries. 

The  minerals  produced  and  shipped  from  this  district  are  not 
seriously  affected  by  competition  of  other  countries,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  manganese.  This  comes  into  competition  with  the  product 
of  the  Caucasus  and  India,  which  is  of  richer  quality,  and  can  be 

? reduced  at  a  lower  price,  so  that  the  total  production  is  not  sold, 
'here  is  said  to  be  a  large  quantity  of  this  mineral  yet  unexploited 
in  the  Iluelva  district,  owing  to  the  lack  of  roads  and  other"  trans- 
portation facilities. 

The  wine  production,  which  is  already  of  considerable  importance, 
and  which  it  is  expected  will  be  doubled  within  a  few  years,  has 
suffered  in  competition  with  the  French  and  German  products,  and 
it  is  said  that  the  French  markets  only  import  these  wines  when 
there  is  a  shortage  in  their  own  crop,  and  only  then  after  endeavor- 
ing to  secure  their  supplies  from  Italy  and  French  Morocco.  This 
is  said  to  be  the  case  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  quality  of 
the  Huelva  wines  compares  favorably  with  those  of  other  foreign 
markets. 

It  is  also  stated  that  in  making  shipments  to  Grermany,  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  buyers,  it  has  been  necessary  to  ship  Huelva  wines  by  way 
of  the  port  of  Cadiz  and  with  the  labels  of  Jerez,  a  famous  wine  dis- 
trict. Fruits  and  products,  like  chestnuts,-  figs,  etc.,  are  sent  to  the 
British  markets  and  come  into  competition  with  similar  products 
from  other  countries.  They  are  shipped  at  the  lowest  price  and  sold 
by  auction. 
Higher  Cost  of  Imported  Products. 

Owing  to  the  rise  in  freight  and  insurance  rates,  the  cost  of  im- 
ported machinery,  coal,  lumber,  and  supplies  for  the  mines  has 
mcreased  by  over  25  per  cent. 

Although  the  minme  industry  is  one  of  the  most  important  in 
Spain,  it  has  not  yet  been  developed  to  its  limit.  There  are  still 
said  to  be  an  infinite  number  of  mines  which  are  paralyzed  for  want 
of  highways  and  railways.  The  railway  line  from  Huelva  to  the 
Portuguese  frontier  via  Paymogo  would  "be  a  great  source  of  wealth 
to  the  Province  and  have  a  profitable  business.    This  road  would 
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bring  to  the  port  of  Huelva  an  immense  number  of  mineral  trains, 
which  can  not  to-day  be  worked  because  the  transportation  from  the 
mines  to  the  railways  which  serve  the  port  of  Huelva  make  the 
exportation  profitless. 

The  line  from  Huelva  to  Ayamonte,  of  which  the  Sociedad  Gene- 
ral Espanola  de  Ferrocarriles  Secundarios  are  the  concessionaires, 
has  been  in  the  course  of  construction,  the  rails  having  been  laid  in 
several  parts,  but  owing  to  the  war  work  has  been  practically  sus- 
pended. 

In  view  of  the  present  situation,  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Huelva 
suggests  the  necessity,  as  a  means  of  conserving  the  present  routes 
in  the  Province,  of  obtaining  from  the  Government  permission  to 
undertake  this  work  on  an  extensive  plan,  with  the  improvement  of 
the  present  roads  and  their  subsidiaries,  and  plans  to  encourage  the 
idea  that  one  of  the  best  uses  for  foreign  and  national  capital  would 
be  to  build  such  lines  as  are  now  needed  for  the  relief  of  the  mining 
zones. 
Industries  Affected  by  Present  Conditions. 

The  Province,  being  dependent  largely  upon  its  mineral  industry, 
has  suffered  greatly  by  the  abnormal  condition  in  Europe  and  the  re- 
duction to  about  one-half  of  the  shipping  and  production  of  the  Eio 
Tinto  and  Tharsis  companies  and  Sociedad  de  Piritas,  the  working 
and  shipping  from  the  other  mines  having  entirely  stopped  in  Sep- 
tember, 1914.  The  companies  remaining  at  work  arranged  for  the 
exchange  of  work  by  the  employees,  so  that  only  half  time  is  paid  for. 
The  line  from  Zafra  to  Huelva  was  almost  paralyzed,  owing  to  the 
shoi-tage  of  mineral  shipments,  and  the  port  of  lluelva  was  obliged 
to  lay  off  some  of  its  workmen  because  of  decreased  traflSc.  Of  over 
35,000  workmen  employed  in  the  mines  in  Huelva  Province,  by  the 
month  of  October  scarcely  15,000  were  being  employed,  and  these 
only  with  reduced  hours  of  labor  and  wages. 

It  is  said  that  the  industries,  principally  for  interior  trade,  which 
have  not  been  seriously  affected  by  the  abnormal  conditions,  are 
flour  manufactures,  cultivation  of  cereals,  electric  lighting  com- 
panies, fertilizer  factories,  agricultural  machinery  manufactures, 
and  the  makers  of  aguardientes  and  beer. 

Mudi  of  the  information  here  presented  is  based  upon  the  report 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Huelva,  recently  published. 

[This  report  Is  the  fifth  of  a  series,  former  reports  haviug  appeared  in 
COMMEBCE  Reports  of  Mar.  4,  July  29,  Aug.  7  and  16,  1915.] 

BOSELLE  OSOWINO  IS  AUSTBAIIA. 

The  growing  of  roselle  in  Hawaii,  Formosa,  and  the  Philippines 
for  jam  making  has  been  noted  recently  in  Commehce  Reports,  one 
reference  being  to  the  use  of  $50,000  to  $100,000  worth  annually  by 
a  Chicago  firm  for  jams,  jellies,  and  a  nonalcoholic  drink.  Aus- 
tralia is  also  taking  an  interest  in  roselle  {Hibiscus  sahdariffa),  the 
following  item  being  from  the  Sydney  Herald  of  July  16, 1915: 

The  fruit  expert  in  Queensland  has  called  attention  to  the  opening  for  the 
growth  of  rosellas,  a  small  fruit  which  gives  a  rich  Jelly,  and  has  a  glorious 
purple  color.  On  account  of  this  it  is  in  demand  among  Jam  manufacturers 
for  the  coloring  of  paler  fruits. 
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IHEBKOHETERS  IS  BISTIUATIOn  FIASZS. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  has 
just  issued  Technologic  Paper  No.  49,  entitled  "  The  Emergent  Stem 
Correction  for  Thermometers  in  Oil  Distillation  Flasks." 

Complex  mixtures  of  hydrocarbons  of  different  chemical  composi- 
tion are  separated  into  simpler  fractions  by  fractional  distillations 
carried  out  between  definite  temp«rature  limits.  Such  distillations 
are  carried  out  in  laboratory?  tests  in  several  different  forms  of  flasks, 
in  which  the  temperature  limits  fixed  by  the  specifications  are  meas- 
ured by  mercurial  thermometers,  the  stems  or  which  project  out  of 
the  flask  into  the  room,  and  thus  cause  the  thermometers  to  read  too 
low — ^i.  e.,  lower  than  they  would  read  if  the  bulb  and  stem  were  all 
at  the  temperature  of  the  oil  vapor  around  the  bulb.  To  find  the  true 
temperature  of  the  vapor  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  apply  a  so-called 
stem  correction  to  the  observed  reading  of  the  thermometer.  In  the 
paper  above  referred  to  these  stem  corrections  have  been  determined 
for  several  different  forms  of  distillation  flasks,  and  it  is  shown  that 
in  oil  distillations  tests  carried  out  in  the  interval  200"  to  300°  C. 
it  may  amount  to  over  15°  C.  (27°  F.),  and  it  is  shown  that  different 
chemists  fractionating  the  same  oil  will  find  quite  different  results 
if  one  applies  the  stem  correction  and  another  neglects  to  do  so. 

The  paper  also  gives  a  very  simple  method  by  which  the  chemist 
can  determine  the  total  correction  that  he  must  apply  to  the  observed 
reading  of  his  thermometer  to  find  the  true  temperature  of  the  vapor 
in  the  flask — ^i.  e.,  the  total  correction  due  to  scale  error  and  to 
emergent  stem.  The  method  consists  in  reading  the  thermometer 
when  naphthalene  is  boiled  in  the  flask,  and  again  when  anthracene  is 
boiled  in  the  flask.  The  boiling  point  of  the  former  has  been  found 
to  be  218°  C.  and  of  the  latter  340°  C.  The  amount  by  which  the 
observed  thermometer  readings  differ  from  these  two  temperatures 
gives  the  total  correction  to  the  thermometer  at  two  points  on  its 
scale,  and  corrections  at  intermediate  points  can  be  found  by  interpo- 
lation. 

Copies  of  this  paper  may  be  obtained  without  charge  upon  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


MEBCASTUE  OBDEBS  FBOM  FABAGTTAT. 

[Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  WUoy,  Asuncion,  July  3.] 

Recent  trade  extension  results,  which  in  a  measure  were  brought 
about  by  activity  of  the  American  consular  service  at  this  place,  are 
the  purchase  of  1,000  bags  of  rice,  each  containing  220  pounds,  by  a 
commission  agent  of  Asuncion,  and  small  lots  of  jewelry  and  novel- 
ties, for  introduction  in  this  market. 

The  concrete  results  of  trade  extension  as  regards  commodities 
actually  imported  from  the  United  States  will  for  the  present  be  in- 
significant The  merchants  here  have  not  at  present  the  funds  to  im- 
port in  quantity,  and  are  replenishing  their  stocks  by  means  of  small 
orders  from  Buenos  Aires  and  Montevideo. 


Ocean  Island,  in  the  Pacific,  is  shipping  over  200/)00  tons  of 
phosphate  annually. 
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WHOIXSOMEHESS  OP  BUTTEBFISE  EMPHASIZED. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  empha- 
sizes the  value  of  butterfish  as  a  food,  in  connection  with  proceedings 
which  took  place  in  New  York  late  in  June.  At  that  time  an  inter- 
diction had  been  placed  on  the  sale  of  this  fish  in  New  York  City 
by  the  local  health  officials  on  the  groimd  of  parasitic  infection. 
Prompt  action  by  the  bureau  averted  a  serious  situation,  which  might 
have  prevented  the  marketing  of  several  million  pounds  of  cheap  and 
wholesome  food  fish,  with  consequent  injury  to  the  fishermen,  the 
fish  dealers,  and  the  ultimate  consumers.  The  bureau  considers  that 
the  trap  fishermen  along  the  coast  would  have  suffered  especially,  as 
the  butterfish  represents  a  large  portion  of  their  catch  each  year. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  in  referring  to  the  results  of  its  action, 
says  that  if  the  embargo  had  been  once  put  into  effect  it  would  have 
ruined  the  butterfish  trade  for  some  time  to  come,  and  might  have 
•  affected  the  use  of  other  popular  food  fishes.  Tlie  embargo  was  pre- 
vented as  a  result  of  the  course  of  action  which  followed  the  sending 
of  a  telegram  by  Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield,  asking  the  New 
York  Board  of  "Health  to  suspend  judgment,  while  Dr.  Edwin  Lin- 
ton, a  recognized  authority  on  the  parasites  of  food  fishes,  went  at 
once  to  New  York  to  appear  before  the  board  of  health.  It  was 
finally  decided  that  such  parasites  as  were  actually  found  in  the  fish 
woultl  have  been  removed  by  cleaning  and  washing  in  the  ordinary 
preparations  for  cooking,  and  that  the  value  of  the  fish  as  food  was 
in  no  way  impaired. 


EABNINQS  OF  AIIGENTINE  BAILWAYS. 

[Review  of  the  River  Plate,  July  0 ;  aU  sums  expressed  In  United  States  gold.] 

The  financial  year  of  most  of  the  railways  in  Argentina  ended 
June  30  last.  All  of  the  British-owned  companies,  with  the  solitary 
exception  of  the  Buenos  Aires  Western,  show  decreases  ranging  from 
$2,500,000  downward.  The  approximate  aggregate  receipts  of  the 
British  companies  for  the  last  three  years  were: 


RaSwsTS. 


19H-13 
(to  Jane 
2S-29). 


191»-U 
(to  Jona 
27-28). 


1914-iS 
(toJmia 
a»-27). 


OnatSoathem 

Pacific 

Central  Argentine 

Baeacs  Aires  Western  . 
Bnmos  Aires  Midland  . 

EntraRlos 

Argentine  HortiieasterD 

Ccrdolia  Central 

Boenos  Aires  Central .. 


$31,919,375 

27,013,940 

31.378,070 

14,O0S.2,-O 

6)1?,  995 

2,959,805 

1,722,270 

9,214,950 

1,212,595 


126, 483, 495 

23,568,460 

29,2"«,425 

12, 025, 120 

SM,410 

3,034,215 

1,621,158 

9.540,935 

1,402,044 


t23,923,7U 

22,006,315 

27,921,545 

12,122,450 

566,635 

2,072,640 

1,197,685 

8,132,435 

1,150,350 


Of  the  French  companies,  the  Rosario-Puerto  Belgrano  makes  a 
better  showing  than  last  year  to  the  extent  of  $91,247,  but  the  Santa 
Fe  Co.  and  the  Compania  General  are  both  down  with  decreases  of 
$1,283,990  and  $164,989,  respectively. 


During  June,  1915,  Spain  imported  83,122  tons  (short)  of  wheat. 
Of  this  amount,  22,241  tons.  Consul  Honey,  of  Madrid,  states,  came 
from  the  United  States. 
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OTTTLOOE  FOB  SWISS  HOTEL  DTDXTSIST. 

[Vice  Consul  Reginald  H.  WilUams,  St.  Gall.] 

This  is  not  a  time  for  pleasure  trips  or  for  travel  in  pursuit  of 
health,  and  it  is  universally  conceded  that  Swiss  hoteb  and  pensions 
will  be  deprived  to  a  very  appreciable  extent  this  summer  of  their 
regular  clientele  and  the  economic  life  of  Switzerland  affected  in 
many  ways.  Statistics  prepared  for  the  National  Exposition  at 
Berne  place  the  amount  of  money  annually  put  in  circulation  by 
tourists  in  Switzerland  at  500,000,000  francs  (approximately 
$100,000,000  United  States  gold).  Of  this  sum  about  5,000,000 
francs  (roughly  $1,000,000)  represents  increased  postal  receipts, 
2,000,000  francs  ($400,000)  increased  telegraph  and  telephone  re- 
ceipts, and  customs  receipts  are  likewise  much  augumented  during 
the  tourist  season.  Further,  the  national  railways  derive  15,000,000 
to  20,000,000  francs  ($3,000,000  to  $4,000,000)  from  tourist  traffic 
annually. 

In  1912 — which  may  be  taken  as  an  average  year — there  were 
3,585  hotels  for  tourists  in  Switzerland,  employing  43,000  people, 
whose  salaries  exceeded  23,000,000  francs  ($5,600,000),  while  the 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  hotel  industry  reached  the  sum 
of  1,135,000,000  francs  ($227,000,000).  Before  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  however,  the  hotel  industry  had  already  experienced  more 
than  one  poor  season,  and  even  at  the  beginning  of  1914  the  outlook 
was  not  promising;  that  season  closed  with  a  loss  of  40  per  cent  in 
receipts. 

At  a  recent  convention  of  representatives  of  the  hotel  industry  of 
Switzerland  it  was  brought  out  that  in  ordinary  times  English, 
French,  German,  and  American  travelers  form  more  than  60  per  cent 
of  the  foreign  visitors  in  Switzerland.  This  year  hope  seems  to  be 
abandoned  of  receiving  tourists  from  any  of  the  belligerent  countries 
in  any  appreciable  number,  and  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal 
and  the  holding  of  the  San  Francisco  Exposition  are  expected  to 
affect  the  number  of  Americans  who  might  otherwise  have  sought 
the  Swiss  resorts.  That  a  revival  of  the  Swiss  hotel  industry  is 
confidently  looked  for  upon  the  close  of  the  present  European  conflict 
is  evident,  but  in  the  meantime  the  hotel  keepers  have  asked  the  Fed- 
eral Council  that  some  extraordinary  measures  be  talcen  to  relieve 
the  unfavorable  conditions  now  prevailing.  Among  these  proposed 
measures  are  the  creation  of  a  Government  system  of  mortgages  on 
furniture  and  other  assets,  and  a  legal  delay  of  two  years  after  the 
end  of  the  war  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  mortgages. 


Motor  Boats  and  Cars  for  Persian  Oulf  District. 

Consul  James  Oliver  Laing,  of  Karachi,  India,  foresees  a  demand 
for  American  motor  boats  and  automobiles  in  the  Persian  Gulf  dis- 
trict at  the  close  of  the  present  European  war.  He  suggests  that 
catalogues  and  price  lists  be  sent  to  his  office,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  ready  for  use  as  soon  as  contraband  conditions  make  it  possible 
for  the  consulate  to  assist  importers  and  exporters  of  these  lines. 
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OFEBIHG  OF  AltXOUB  T&EEZniQ  WOBKS  HT  AHaESTINA. 

[Review  of  the  River  Plate,  Jul;  9.] 

The  new  Frigorifico  Armour  de  La  Plata  was  inaugurated  last 
Saturday  afternoon  in  the  presence  of  the  President  of  t£e  Bepublic, 
the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires,  cabinet  min.'&ters, 
and  other  high  personages,  and  an  assembly  of  representative  busi- 
ness men,  cattle  breeders,  and  other.  It  has  a  capacity  of  1,200 
cattle,  2,000  hogs,  and  2,500  sheep  daily.  The  entire  plant,  exclusive 
of  a  few  minor  buildings,  is  of  concrete  and  steel  construction  and  is 
equipped  to  manufacture  all  the  various  products  known  to  the  pack- 
ing-house industry. 

The  refrigerating,  pumping,  and  electrical  machinery  constitutes 
the  very  latest  word  in  installations  of  this  kind  and  was  brought 
from  the  United  States.  The  canning  room,  sausage  plant,  curing 
plant  for  beef  and  pork  products,  and  smokehouses  for  hams  and 
bacon  are  either  installed  or  in  process  of  arrangement,  and  alto- 
gether the  plant  will  be  the  most  modern  and  up-to-date  plant  in  the 
world.  The  docks,  when  completed,  will  accommodate  two  of  the 
largest  refrigerated  boats  as  well  as  a  lighter.  Many  of  the  princi- 
pals of  the  institution  were  naturally  brought  from  the  United 
States,  but  a  number  of  the  foremen  and  several  department  super- 
intendents were  engaged  locally. 

It  is  proposed  by  the  Frigorifico  Armour  de  La  Plata  in  the  pre- 
liminary installations  of  the  hog  plant  to  aid  the  development  and 
growth  of  the  hog  business,  the  Armour  company's  experience  prov- 
ing that  there  is  no  more  ideal  country  for  the  development  of  this 
branch  of  the  live-stock  industry  than  Argentina.  Some  changes  in 
feeding  and  some  precautions  in  the  matter  of  protection  against 
heat  in  summer  must  be  taken  in  order  to  produce  results,  but  the 
new  frigorifico  will  kill  hogs  every  day  in  the  year  and  will  compete 
not  only  in  the  local  market,  but  in  the  markets  of  the  world  with  its 
Argentine  products. 


ALOE-FIBEB  SHIFHENTS  FBOH  UAUSITIXrS. 

The  fiber  industry  is,  after  sugar,  the  most  important  agricultural 
industry  of  the  island  of  Mauritius  in  the  Indian  Ocean.  The  fiber 
is  obtained  almost  entirely  from  forms  of  Furcraea  giffantea,  which 
are  now  to  be  found  growing  in  practically  all  the  districts  of  the 
island.  The  area  under  aloes  is  estimated  at  20,000  arpents  (1  arpent 
=1.043  acre). 

In  1913  there  were  42  factories  in  operation.  They  are  small  ones, 
their  individual  output  ranging  from  50  to  100  tons  a  year. 

The  following  figures  show  the  exports  of  aloe  fiber  and  their  value 
(rupee=$0.324): 


Ymi. 

Uetric  tons. 

Kopecs. 

Year. 

Ifetric  tons. 

Ropees. 

1909 

1,878.6 
3,031.2 
2,139.3 

630,700 
627,495 
COO,  495 

1912. 
1913. 

2,249.0 
2,912.7 

681,975 

1910 

853,575 

1911 
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EXFOBTS  FBOM  THE  FLOKEITCE  COlTSmiAS  DISTBICT. 

[CoDBUl  F.  T.  F.  DnmoDt,  Florence,  Italy,  Jaly  20.] 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the 
Florence  consular  district  for  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1915, 
was  $1,380,140,  as  compared  with  $1,577,757  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  1914.  The  number  of  invoices  certified  was  1,017,  compared 
with  1,500  in  1914.  Had  it  not  been  for  increased  exports  of  l^hom 
straw  hats  and  braids,  which  have  again  come  into  favor  in  the 
United  States,  exports  for  the  past  six  months  would  have  shown  a 
decrease  of  33  per  cent  from  the  preceding  year. 

Government  regulations  concerning  the  exportation  of  hemp  have 
almost  stopped  the  shipments.  Dealers  in  the  United  States,  fearing 
that  the  export  of  cheese  might  be  prohibited,  made  large  purchases 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  High  prices  have  caused  a  falling  off 
in  wine  exports.  It  is  said  that  the  needs  of  the  local  market  have 
prevented  exports  of  raw  silk,  but  this  seems  unlikely,  and  some  other 
explanation  must  be  sought. 

The  city  of  Florence  has  suffered  severely  from  war  conditions, 
which  prevent  comfortable  tourist  travel.  Many  of  its  shops  and 
hotels,  which  depended  entirely  upon  trade  from  tourists,  are  closed. 
In  Florentine  specialties,  such  as  alabasters,  artistic  furniture,  em- 
broideries, antiquities,  majolicas,  marbles,  terra  cottas,  paintings,  etc., 
trade  dwindles  with  the  duration  of  the  war,  showing  to  what  an  ex- 
tent the  city  and  surroimding  villages  depended  upon  American 
tourists. 

The  trade  in  antiquities  is  dead,  and  dealers  are  sending  their 
goods  on  consignment  to  be  sold  in  the  United  States.  Some  of  the 
largest  dealers  have  gone  to  the  United  States  from  time  to  time,  tak- 
ing their  goods  with  them,  and  have  canvassed  the  larger  cities  for 
trade. 
Declared  Exports  to  the  TTnited  States. 

A  statement  of  the  value  of  declared  exports  for  the  six  months 
ended  June  30, 1915,  and  a  comparison  with  the  corresponding  period 
in  1914  shows: 


Articles. 


1914 


1st 
quarter. 


2d 
qaarter. 


1»15 


quarter. 


ad 

quarter. 


Alabaster 

Antiquities 

Books 

Bronces 

Broom  com 

Cheese 

Embroideries 

Furnit  uro 

Hemp,  raw  braids,  or  plateaux. 

Household  ellocts 

Majolicis 

Marbles 

Medicinal  nrlicie-i 

olive  oil 

I'aiitl  ing.", 

Taper,  print  inf; 

I'as'es,  alimentary 

Saiisapej 

Slllc.  r.w 

Silverware 

Straw  braids 

Straw  ban 

Terra  colttis 

Tomato  paste 

Wine 

All  others 


S20,31S 

20,876 

4,678 

966 

924 

46,416 

17,070 

9,902 

370,702 


2,(iS7 

31,829 

1,242 

1,840 

6,253 

1,754 

7.527 

1,583 

31,232 

l,00o 

99,925 

144,881 

7,166 

16,772 

19,325 

23,791 


117,822 

89,624 

2,437 

4,030 

390 

50,972 

11,176 

23,549 

131,635 

3,985 

2,913 

40.253 

1,934 

142 

£4,113 

2,672 

10,4% 


41,039 
3,114 
11,808 
130,957 
5,400 
10,965 
19,867 
16,311 


$15,784 

110,623 

13,487 

68,501 

3,360 

4,587 

5,615 

1,4»J 

100,481 

35,895 

10,629 

8,586 

7,740 

6,389 

271,404 

3954 

2,332 

1,»57 

3,992 

1,306 

24,492 

11,177 

2,459 

1,679 

1,7«S 

1,819 

2,815 
7^067 

7  346 

(,OQS 

4,500 

8,914 

656 

3,303 

7,218 

2,319 

186,342 

54,705 

260,961 

134, 4M 

1,373 

2;S3S 

11,606 

E,685 

10,960 

16, 5« 

13,118 

10,331 

Total. 


889,664 


688,093 


969,957 


410,18$ 
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Members  of  the  pennanent  American  colony  in.  Florence,  in  order 
to  help  poor  women  out  of  work,  have  persuaded  their  friends  in 
the  United  States  to  ^ve  orders  for  embroideries,  and  fully  half  the 
exports  of  embroideries  of  the  past  six  months  have  resulted  from 
their  efforts. 

BUSSIAN  HEHF-TWINE  SITUAIIOir. 

(Consul  Qencral  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  July  10.1 

American  hemp  twine  is  imj)orted  into  Russia  in  large  quantities 
for  use  with  harvesting  machinery.  At  present  considerable  sup- 
plies of  this  article  have  accumulated  in  Vladivostok,  and  as  it  is 
urgently  required  in  Russia,  the  Chief  Administration  of  Railways 
has,  upon  the  telegraphic  rec[uest  of  the  Omsk  branch  of  the  Mos- 
cow Agricultural  Society,  given  instructions  that  15  cars  per  day 
should  be  reserved  for  transporting  twine. 

At  the  beginning  of  spring  the  prices  on  American  twine  rose  sud- 
denly from  $6.69-$7.21  per  bale  to  $12.36  in  the  case  of  private 
firms  and  to  $9.27-$9.78  m  emigrant  stores.  These  latter,  however, 
sell  twine  only  to  customers  purchasing  harvesting  machinery. 

Western  Siberia,  especially  the  southern  districts  of  the  Tomsk 
Province,  is  said  to  produce  an  excellent  hemp  well  adapted  to  tlie 
manufacture  of  twine.  The  large  sum  expended  for  imports  of 
American  and  Russian  twine  into  Siberia  has  been  recognized  by  one 
of  the  cooperative  associations  of  Siberia,  and  the  Hemp  and  Flax 
Manufacturing  Artel  of  Biisk,  which  has  been  making  trials  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  product  for  some  time,  has  now  received  large 
orders  and  has  extended  its  production.  In  connection  with  the  Bar- 
naul Credit  Association,  a  special  company  for  the  manufacture  of 
hemp  twine  has  been  organized,  which  has  purchased  the  necessary 
machinery,  and  is  malring  extensive  purchases  of  hemp  in  the  Altai 
and  Minusinsk  districts  of  the  Yenisei  Province.  This  new  company 
is  receiving  orders,  and  the  prices,  accordng  to  reports,  average  about 
$6.18  per  packet — ^the  price  that  was  paid  for  this  article  before  the 
war. 

Exports  of  Brazilian  Nuts  from  Three  Forts. 

Exports  of  Brazilian  nuts  from  Para,  Manaos,  and  Itacoatiara 
during  the  period  from  January  1  to  June  30,  1915,  amounted  to 
407,687  bushels.  Of  this  total,  188,542  bushels  were  from  Manaos, 
38,117  bushels  from  Itacoatiara,  and  181,028  bushels  from  Para. 
Manaos  shipped  100,890  bushels  to  Europe  and  87,652  to  American 
ports,  Itacoatiai'a  24,274  to  Europe  and  13,843  to  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  the  respective  figures  for  Para  were  87,496  and  93,532. 
The  total  exportation  to  Europe  was  212,660,  and  to  American  ports, 
195,027.  The  United  States  imported  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1914,  11,431,531  pounds  of  cream  ana  Brazil  nuts,  having  a 
value  of  $641,825. 

Advertising  to  reach  the  315,000,000  people  of  India  by  moving 
pictures  and  pictorial  trade-marks  is  described  in  detail  in  the  new 
640-page  India  Handbook,  price  $1,  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington,  or  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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OFFICIAL  HTTMBEBS  FOB  MEBCHAHT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  August  14,  1915: 


Name. 

Offleial 
num- 
ber. 

Signal 

Tonnage. 

Year 
buUt. 

Where  bunt 

Home  port. 

totters. 

Gross. 

Net. 

POWXB. 

Ou  screw  yacht: 
Par&ga      

213553 
213550 
213545 

213552 
213543 

213542 
213548 
213547 
213554 
213551 
213556 
213546 
213544 
213549 

•213201 
213555 

166098 

LFNH 
LFJQ 

CI 
37 
20 

42 
21 

» 

6 
13 

7 
16 

» 
13 
19 
17 

3,300 
7,180 

87 

44 

18 
14 

42 
10 

« 
5 
9 
6 
10 
8 
11 
13 
7 

1,842 
5,548 

37 

1915 
MIS 
1915 

1915 
1915 

1915 
1909 
1915 
1910 
1915 
1914 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 
1915 

1915 

Camden,  Me 

Camden,  N.J 

Keitbsburg,  m 

Decatur,  Nebr 

Buraside,Ky 

Battery  Park,  Va... 
Woodmo-e,  N.  Y... 
MoiraSomid.Alaslca 
MUwaulcee,  Wis.... 

Brunswiclc,  Oa 

lacicsonTille,  Fia... 

St.  Helena,  Md 

Harrisburg,  Tex 

San  Francisco,  Cal.. 

Belfast,  Ireland 

Lorain,  Ohio 

Tacoma,  Wash 

Oreen  port. 

Lady  Baltimore.. 
Pastime 

Baltimore. 
Chicago. 

Gas  stern  wheel: 

FontaneUe 

Oxford 

Omaha. 
LouiSTille. 

Annie  H 

NorfoUc 

Clara  D 

Patchoguo. 
Ketehilian. 

£cho 

Edna  May 

Eunice 

Mnwaukm. 
Brunswick. 

Oreen  Leal 

MaCherle 

Jackson  ville. 

Baltimore. 

Houston. 

Wabash 

San  Dl^o. 

Steam  screw: 

SanHateo 

W.  F.  White 

mBIOQED. 

Scow: 

Hanson  No.  3 

New  York, 
aeveland. 

Seattle. 

o  Farelgn-bunt  vessels  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  Aug.  18, 1914. 

The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  to  August  14,  1915,  was 
156,  of  552,495  gross  tons. 


SOUTH  AFBICA  BECOMES  A  HEAT  EXFOBTEB. 

South  Africa  is  starting  a  meat  export  trade.  So  far,  regular 
shipments  have  been  proceeding  only  since  May,  the  total  to  date 
being  14,354  quarters  of  beef.  All  of  this  has  come  from  Natal, 
with  the  exception  of  about  1,500  (quarters  from  Cape  Town,  and  al- 
though on  the  whole  of  poor  quality,  it  has  realized  13  or  15  cents 
per  pound  at  Smithfield  market  in  England.    Specially  selected  and 

fiven  special  supervision  during  the  voyage  by  the  officials  of  the 
Tnion  Castle  Line,  an  experimental  consignment  of  24  quarters  from 
the  Government  School  of  Agriculture  at  Cedara  even  succeeded  in 
obtaining  17  cents  for  hind  quarters  and  15  cents  for  fores. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Boom  409  TJnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  604  Federal  Bnllding;  8t.  lonls,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  HlbemlaBank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  TJnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Conuneroe;  loi  Ang^eles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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SALES  OF  AHEBICAN  LASD  AND  OH  IN  COLOMBIA. 

[CoDSal  Bom  Haieltlnc^  Cartagena,  Colombia,  July  20.] 
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Statistics  give  the  imports  of  leaf  lard  into  the  port  of  Cartagena 
during  the  last  calendar  year  as  amounting  to  $29,012,  as  compared 
with  practically  the  same  value  for  the  preceding  year.  The  importa- 
tion of  compound  lard,  h6wever,  was  practically  shut  off  by  a  pro- 
hibitive import  tariff.  In  former  years  the  imports  of  compound 
lard  amounted  to  about  the  same  as  leaf  lard,  and  the  total  trade 
amounted  to  upward  of  $50,000,  as  against  a  total  of  $31,795  for  the 
year  ended  December  31,  1914.  All  this  trade  is  in  the  hands  of 
American  firms  which  have  resident  representatives.  The  trade 
figures  for  1914  are: 


Classes  of  imports. 

United 
States. 

Great 
Britain. 

Total. 

Leaf  lard 

»28,912 
2,783 

tioo 

f29,on 

2,783 

Total 

31,695 

100 

31,795 

The  import  duty  on  leaf  lard  (item  No.  25)  is  $0.08  a  kilo  (2.2 
pounds),  levied  on  the  gross  weight.  The  duty  on  compound  lard 
(item  No.  26)  is  $0.35  a  kilo.  A  surtax  of  2  per  cent  should  be  added 
to  the  above  rate.  Judging  from  the  imports  of  compound  lard  in 
former  years,  the  actual  imports,  and  the  prevailing  import  duty, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  done  toward  increasing  business. 

large  Proportion  from  TTnited  States. 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  imports  of  oils,  petroleum,  and  gas- 
oline come  from  the  United  States.  Statistics  show  that  the  quan- 
tities imported  are  not  large,  except  in  the  ca.se  of  mineral  oils,  espe- 
cially crude  petroleum  which  is  refined  locally.  These  figures  cover 
the  past  calendar  year : 


Oils. 

Oer- 
many. 

United 
States. 

Great 
Britain. 

OtlMsrs. 

tl,041 
146 

18,118 
3,318 
1,120 

15,473 

19fi,57A 
7,013 
5,175 
1,717 
3,9U) 

12,519 
62 

$1,154 

Olive          

1,393 

Coconut          . 

to» 

4,179 

160 

Petroleum: 

Crude                .. 

ReSued    .... 

Gasoline 

130 

119 

FIsli.    w  

10 

TalioT 

676 

These  figures  show  very  little  variation  from  those  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1914,  with  slight  exceptions  in  the  case  of 
petroleum  and  gasoline.  Crude  petroleum  exhibits  a  small  gain  and 
gasoline  a  loss  owing  to  the  manufacture  of  the  latter  by  the  local 
refinery. 

[Lists  of  Importers  of  the  various  Items  mentioned  in  the  table  of  imports  of 
the  classes  of  gooils  uniler  conslderntlon  may  be  olitairietl  from  the  Biirenn  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Comuierce  or  its  branch  otlices.    ICefer  to  file  No.  U451Q.] 
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FOSEIGK  TBADE  OFFOBTUUITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnreav  and  Its  branok  oflleea.  Beqncst 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  flie  munber  given. 

Photographic  tupplies,  etc..  No.  18000. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
writes  tbat  a  business  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  receive  catalognes  and 
full  Information  relative  to  pbotographic  apparatuses  and  sui^lles.  Tbe 
man  is  willing  to  purcbase  outrlgbt.  .  Correspondence,  etc.,  sbould  be  in 
Frencb. 

Textiles,  etc..  No.  18001. — A  company  in  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  tbat  It  desires  to  get  into  communication  witb  American  manufac- 
turers of  textiles  and  wearing  apparel.  Tbe  company  states  that  it  will 
make  payments  on  sigbt. 

Vmbrella  handles.  No.  18002. — A  traveling  salesman  In  France  writes  an  Amerl-- 
can  consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  bom  bandies  for  umbrellas  and  parasols.  Correspondence 
sbould  be  In  Frencb. 

Iron  and  steel  products.  No.  18003. — A  business  man  in  Canada  advises  an 
American  consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  bar  iron,  spring  steel,  and  steel  sheets.  Tbe  man 
states  that  he  is  In  a  position  to  place  an  order  at  once. 

Opera  glasses.  No.  18004. — A  business  man  in  France  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in  direct  communication  with- 
American  manufacturers  of  opera  glasses.  He  desires  to  purchase  on  a  cash 
basis  or  act  as  agent. 

Hardware,  No.  18005. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  transmits  tbe 
name  and  address  of  a  traveling  salesman  in  France  who  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  of  hardware. 

Electrical  supplies  and  stationery,  No.  18006. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in 
China  reports  that  be  has  l)een  reque'sted  to  supply  catalogues  and  full  in- 
formation relative  to  electrical  supplies  and  stationery.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

Scientific  instruments,  photographic  supplies,  etc.,  No.  18007. — A  firm  In  France 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  the  names 
and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  photographic 
supplies,  scientific  instruments,  etc.  The  firm  will  purchase  for  cash  or  act 
as  agent.    Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Motion-picture  films,  etc..  No.  18008. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Russia 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication 
with  American  manufacturers  of  sundry  Instruments,  etc.,  to  be  used  in 
connection  with  cinematograph  entertainments.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English.  Prices,  weights,  etc.,  should  be  stated  In  Russian  equivalents. 
Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  Vladivostok. 

Hosiery,  No.  18009. — A  business  man  In  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  offers  from  American  manufacturers  of 
hosiery  for  women.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Bobbins,  No.  18010. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  has  transmitted  a 
detailed  report  relative  to  a  market  in  his  district  for  the  sale  of  bobbins  to 
be  used  in  jute  mills.  He  has  also  transmitted  a  sketch  of  a  picking  arm 
which  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Olass,  No.  18011. — A  firm  in  England  has  informed  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  would  like  to  obtain  c.  1.  f.  quotations  for  window  sheet  glass  cut  to 
English  dimensions.  Mixed  sized  sheets  are  to  be  in  each  crate  about  QO 
to  CO  Inches  long  by  30  to  40  inches  wide.  Bank  reference  is  given.  The 
firm  desires  to  know  what  discount  will  be  allowed  if  cash  is  paid  in  the 
United  States  before  the  goods  are  shipped.  A  copy  showing  prices  which 
tbe  company  has  been  paying  for  its  glass  may  be  examined  at  tbe  bureau 
or  its  branch  offices. 

WASHINGTON  :  QOVBBNUCNT  PBIKTINO  OiriCB :  IMS 
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SPAIN'S  FAVOBABIE  BALANCE  OF  TBADE. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  July  20.] 

On  May  31, 1915,  the  balance  of  trade  for  the  preceding  five  months 
was  in  favor  of  Spain  to  the  extent  of  53,000,000  pesetas  (peseta 
equals  $0.20,  approximately).  On  the  corresponding  date  of  1914  the 
balance  of  trade  was  against  Spain  to  the  extent  of  101,000,000 
pesetas. 

HEXICAN  on  BEFOBT  FOB  JTJIT. 

[Vice  Consul  Thomas  H.  Bevan,  Tamplco,  Aug.  2.] 

Notwithstanding  the  unsettled  conditions  now  existing  in  this  con- 
sular district,  the  shipments  of  oil  for  the  month  of  July  amounted 
to  979,094  barrels,  as  compared  with  1,149,136  barrels  during  July, 
1914,  and  1,148,218  barrels  during  July,  1913,  The  bulk  of  this  oil 
was  shipped  by  the  Huasteca  Petroleum  Co.  and  tho  Texas  Co. 

Of  the  shipments  during  July  of  this  year  193,000  barrels  went  to 
Port  Arthur,  Tex.;  168,000  to  New  York,  120,864  to  New  Orleans, 
89,530  to  Lynchburg,  Tex.:  7,734  to  Sabine,  Tex.;  58,000  to  Port 
Tampa,  Fla.;  40,849  to  Galveston,  Tex.;  39,000  to  Warner,  N.  J.; 
89,530  to  Lynchburg,  Tex.;  72,734  to  Sabine,  Tex.;  58,000  to  Port 
Aransas,  Tex.:  33,312  to  Freeport,  Tex.;  32,000  to  Chester,  Pa.,  and 
20j000  to  Baltimore,  Md. 

The  Mexican  Eagle  Oil  Co.  shipped  433,257  barrels  of  crude  oil 
from  Tuxpam  to  United  States  ports  during  the  month  of  July,  and 
the  Penn-Mex  Oil  Co.  shipped  462,000,  making  a  total  of  895,257 
barrels  shipped  from  Tuxpam.  Besides  this  amount  the  Mexican 
Eagle  Oil  Co.  shipped  370,0td0  barrels  from  Tuxpam  to  its  refinery  at 
Minatitlan  near  Puerto  Mexica,  Veracruz. 


Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk  has  inserted  daily  in  two  of 
the  leading  Kio  de  Janeiro  newspapers  short  notices  of  American 
companies  desiring  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  Brazilian  firms. 
Through  a  personal  arrangement  with  the  editors  this  service  is 
without  cost  to  either  the  Government  or  the  inquirer. 

8504*— 13  913 
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EZFOBTS  FBOH  VEIHCE  TO  THE  ITinTED  STATES. 

[Consul  B.  Harrey  Carroll,  Jr.,  Tenice,  Italy,  July  29.] 

An  opportunity  for  comparing  the  exports  from  Venice  to  the 
United  States  for  a  half  year  un(fer  war  conditions  with  a  half  year 
not  under  war  conditions  was  given  with  the  close  of  the  June  quar- 
ter of  1915.  No  figures  on  imports  to  Italy  from  the  United  States 
are  available,  but  a  study  of  the  exports  from  Venice  covered  by  con- 
sular invoices  is  possible,  and  the  table  here  given  presents  a  list  that 
comprises  the  principal  articles  shipped  during  the  first  halves  of 
1914  and  1915. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  1914,  236  consular  invoices  were  certified  at 
Venice,  in  the  second  Quarter  238  invoices,  the  total  value  of  the 
merchandise  for  the  halt  year  being  $486,018,  or  $244,709  for  the  first 
quarter  and  $241,309  in  the  second  quarter. 

In  the  first  half  of  1915,  there  were  232  consular  invoices  certified 
(less  than  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  preceding  year),  and  the  total 
value  of  the  goods  shipped  to  the  United  States  was  $269,402,  or 
$216,616  less  than  in  1914,  a  loss  of  nearly  half.  To  this  should  be 
added  the  great  losses  suffered  by  the  fact  that  there  was  no  American 
tourist  trade,  no  direct  purchases  in  small  amounts  by  tourists  in  the 
shops,  and  no  revenue  on  the  tourists  themselves  to  hotels,  guides, 
railroads,  and  places  of  exhibition  and  entertainment. 

Articles  Entirely  Kemoved  from  List. 

War  conditions  took  several  articles  entirely  off  the  list  which  fig- 
ured in  1914,  so  that  in  1915  there  were  no  shipments  from  Venice  of 
acacia  seeds,  beet  pulp  (dried),  cheese,  broom  com,  com  silk,  cotton 
cloth,  cotton  yarn,  camera  films,  garlic,  glycerine,  musical  instru- 
ments, wrought  iron,  jute,  peppers  in  vinegar,  rags,  or  talc. 

Dried  sugar-beet  pulp  in  the  first  half  of  1914  had  been  shipped  to 
the  value  of  $22,677;  glycerine  had  been  ship[)ed  to  the  value  of 
$26,418,  broom  com  to  the  value  of  $9,344,  and  jute  to  the  value  of 
$6,788. 

Shipments  of  hemp  decreased  from  $178,820  in  the  first  six  months 
of  1914  to  $21,366  in  the  same  period  of  1915.  The  principal  exports 
to  the  United  States  and  their  values  were : 


Articles. 


»M 


191S 


Articles. 


ItU 


I»15 


Antiquities 

Art  worln,  antiqu* 

Beet  pulp,  dried 

Ceramics 

Cheese 

Com,  broom 

Cotton  clotb 

Cotton  yam 

Cuttlefish  bone 

Furniture  and  carred  wood . 

Garlic , 

Glass  bends  and  spangles 

Glass  mosaic  cub«3  attached 

to  paper 

Olasswaro 

Glycerin 

Hemp,  not  liackled  or  dressed , 

Hides,  green  or  pickled 

Jule 

Lace,  linens  and  embroideries. 

Loco  nrtiles 

Lace,  handmade 

Liquors,  distilled 


ta,617 


22,D77 
2,814 
2,6« 
9,344 
2,091 
5,477 
2,854 
5.417 
1,930 

13,735 

10,780 
19,367 
26  418 
178,820 
25,904 
6,788 
50,755 


S10,967 


6,471 
4,191 


7,106 

12,8«2 
4,288 


21,367 
35,  £64 


72,601 
49,403 
2,579 


Macaroni 

Marble  and  stone: 

Carved 

Koujh 

Paintings  and  etchings 

Peppers  in  vinegar 

Roishis  and  dried  grapes 

Roots,  marshmallow.  altbea.. 

Shells,  ornamented 

SUk  pile  fabrics 

Sillc  mnnulaclures,  including 

partly  rubi[)er 

Straw  ecods 

Straw  hats 

Talc 

Twtoe 

Vegetabiss,, 
Woolen  dotl 
Wines... 
AllotiMr 


Total. 


$2,174 

2,810 
17,371 
27,744 

2,804 


386 


11,223 


1,117 
3,289 
178 
767 
3,701 
4,903 


416,018 


12,047 

701 
178 
870 


3,181 
1,9(1 
1,804 
a,8U 

1,232 

'i,'60S 


4,791 

3,aas 

%187 
3,M1 


aa»,«u 
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With  the  entrance  of  Italy  into  the  war  the  port  was  closed  and 
such  restrictions  put  on  shipments  that  goods  can  leave  Venice  only 
with  great  diiRculty.  American  buyers  can  come  to  this  port  only 
by  special  permission  of  the  military  authorities. 

CSOP  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  Amsterdam,  July  30.] 

A  report  from  this  consulate  in  CJommeece  Repobts  for  July  9, 1915, 
stated  that  heavy  frosts  had  just  occurred  in  parts  of  this  country, 
of  which  the  deteriorating  eflfect  on  crops  was  not  then  evident. 

The  latest  official  reports  show  that  the  frosts  did  considerable 
damage  to  tender  vegetables,  like  beans,  in  this  and  other  northern 
Provinces,  but  no  other  injury  is  noted.  The  reports  indicate  that, 
as  a  whole,  the  vegetable  crops  are  fully  up  to  the  average. 

Good  reports  are  made  about  all  fruits,  with  only  sporadic  excep- 
tions. The  strawberry  crop  has  been  excellent.  The  growers  in  the 
Beverwyk  district,  the  chief  strawberry  section  in  northern  Holland, 
were  apprehensive  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  that  their  principal 
market  would  be  seriously  affected  by  the  war.  The  usual  quantity 
was  taken  by  Germany,  and  prices  were  very  satisfactory,  being  26.50 
florins  ($10.65)  per  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds).  During  the  season, 
lasting  about  three  weeks,  885  carloads  of  strawberries  were  sent  from 
Beverwyk.  The  average  per  car  being  about  12,000  poimds ;  the  total 
was  fully  10,000,000  poimds.  The  record  strawberry  year  at  Bever- 
wyk was  1913,  when  1,000  cars  were  loaded;  but  it  is  stated  that 
this  year's  weight  of  berries  is  not  under  that  o'f  1913,  because  the 
cars  were  not  so  heavily  loaded  then  as  now. 

Some  of  the  ripening  fields  of  grain  about  Amsterdam  do  not  look 
healthy.  The  heads  are  not  well  filled,  and  the  straw  is  short  and 
thin.  This  applies  particularly  to  rye,  and  in  a  degree  to  oats  and 
barley.    Wheat  appears  rather  better. 

LOCUSTS  DEVASTATE  SYfilAN  OLIVE  GBOVES. 

[Consul  General  W.  Stanley  Hollls,  Beirut,  Syria,  June  30.] 

During  the  past  two  months  dense  swarms  of  locusts  have  dev- 
astated the  country,  and  it  is  now  an  established  fact  that  the  olive- 
oil  crop  has  been  greatly  affected  by  them.  The  olive  trees  growing 
near  the  seacoast  have  suffered  less  than  those  in  the  mountains, 
but  it  is  estimated  that  two-thirds  of  the  entire  olive  crop  has  been 
totally  destroyed  by  these  pests. 

Prices  of  olive  oil  have,  m  view  of  this  fact,  greatly  advanced  and 
are  at  present  as  follows:  First  quality,  16  piasters  per  oke  (19.9 
cents  per  pound) ;  second  quality,  14  piasters  per  oke  (17.4  cents  per 
pound).  The  piaster  quoted  is  the  market  piaster,  valued  at 
$0.033306  in  American  money. 

Matchmaking  Profits  in  South  Africa. 

The  Lion  Match  Co.  (Ltd.),  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  is  in  so 
flourishing  a  state  that  it  has  obtained  authority  to  reduce  its  capital 
of  $1,500,000  by  paying  off  the  holders  of  the  138,222  issued  prefer- 
ence shares,  and  leaving  therefore  only  150,000  ordinary  shares. 
The  company  pays  about  $30,000  quarterly  in  excise  dues,  an  indica- 
tion of  the  extent  of  its  operations. 
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AirSTKALIA. 
[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobtrt,  TaBmanIa,  Jal7  12.] 

Tamar  Railway  Bridge. 

The  State  of  Tasmania  will  construct  a  railway  bridge  over  the 
Tamar  River  at  Launceston  in  the  near  future.  Plans  and  specifica- 
tions have  not  yet  been  decided  upon,  and  as  some  one  who  had 
visited  Chicago  and  who  was  impressed  with  the  railway  bridges  on 
State  and  Rush  Streets  urged  that  the  Tamar  Bridge  should  be  con- 
.stnicted  on  similar  lines,  any  information  that  is  available  as  to  the 
design  of  these  bridges  will  be  favorably  received  by  the  "  Engineer 
in  Chief,  Department  of  Public  Works,  Hobart,  Tasmania." 

It  is  roughly  estimated  that  the  bridge  will  cost  between  $150,000 
and  $200,000. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald,  jTaly  10.] 
ZlevatoTi  for  Handling  Wheat  in  Hew  South  Walei. 

In  the  Legislature  last  night  Mr.  Grahame,  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture, moved  for  a  reference  to  the  public  works  committee  a  scheme 
to  provide  for  bulk  handling  of  wheat.  He  said  that  the  Railway 
Commissioners  were  prepared  to  construct  the  necessary  trucks,  which 
could  afterwards  be  used  for  the  carriage  of  ordinary  merchandise. 
The  time  had  passed  when  this  country  should  be  dependent  upon 
bags  from  outside  countries.  There  would  be  a  terminal  elevator 
at  Sydney  with  1,250,000  bushels  capacity,  to  cost  $875,000.  Another 
elevator  would  be  erected  at  Newcastle  at  a  cost  of  $375,000.  There 
would  be  55  country  elevators  of  different  capacities,  which,  in  all, 
were  estimated  to  cost  $4,375,000.  The  conversion  of  the  rolling 
stock  would  cost  about  $5,000,000.  The  whole  cost  of  the  scheme  or 
elevators  w^ould  be,  roughly,  $11,125,000.  This  expenditure  would  be 
spread  over  four  or  five  years^about  the  time  it  would  take  to  erect 
the  country  elevntoi-s.  The  final  cost  will  include  the  cost  of  ex- 
tending the  Svdney  terminal  elevator  so  as  to  be  capable  of  dealing 
with  4,000,000"  bushels. 

Mr.  Wade  said  he  was  agreed  with  the  principle,  but  the  question 
was  one  that  required  to  be  carefully  sifted  by  the  Works  Commit- 
tee; $10,000,000  would  not  go  far,  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  the 
cost,  if  congestion  were  to  be  avoided,  would  soon  run  into  $20,000,- 
000.  However  complete  the  system  might  be,  there  would  still  have 
to  be  bags  used  to  some  extent.  This  matter  of  bulk-handling  had 
been  inquired  into  in  Victoria,  which  State  is  now  inviting  an  expert 
to  report. 

Proposed  City  Kailway  in  Sydney. 

The  route  of  the  proposed  city  railway  is  now  before  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  for  consideration.  Its  construction  will  cost  $15,000,- 
000,  not  including  the  feeder  lines,  and  $6,500,000  for  new  rolling 
stock  and  equipment. 

[The  Sydney  Herald  of  July  10  printed  a  diagram  of  the  proposed  city  rail- 
way, which  will  be  loaned  on  applicnttoo  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  or  its  branch  offices;  refer  to  File  No.  62.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMM£BCE  BEPOBTS.  917 

CAHASA. 

tConsnl-  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  WUllam,  Ontario,  Aug.  13.] 
Hew  Grain  Ilevator. 

The  National  Elevator  Co.  of  Port  Arthur,  Ontario,  have  com- 
menced reconstructing  their  srain  elevator  recently  destroyed  by  fire. 
It  will  be  built  of  wood,  with  galvanized  iron  siding  and  roof,  cost 
approximately  $15,000,  capacity,  40,000  bushels.  This  elevator,  how- 
ever, is  not  intended  for  the  storage  of  grain,  but  for  cleaning  off- 
grades  not  acceptable  to  the  terminal  storage  elevators. 

It  is  the  understanding  of  this  office  that  the  grain  elevating  and 
cleaning  machinery,  which  will  be  electrically  operated,  will  be  pur- 
chased either  in  AunneapoUs  or  in  Chicago. 

BITTCH  EAST  UTSIES. 

[London  and  China  Telegraph,  Aug.  8.] 

Harbor  Works  Proposed  for  Samaranir. 

It  is  understood  that  a  movement  is  on  foot  for  providing  Sama- 
rang  with  a  harbor.  A  pamphlet  in  this  connection  has  been  issued 
by  Messrs.  Schelteema  de  Heere  and  Sneevliet  setting  forth  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  project.  The  pamphlet  has  been  distributed 
among  all  official  authorities  with  a  view  to  enlisting  their  support, 
and  it  is  reported  that  a  copy  has  also  been  forwarded  to  her  Majesty 
Queen  Wimelmina.  The  local  press  appear  to  be  in  favor  of  the  idea, 
and  several  of  them  have  devoted  considerable  space  for  the  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  in  their  columns. 

HAWAn. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolula,  Inly  30.] 
Xrrigatioii  Systems. 

On  the  island  of  Kauai  the  Lihue  Plantation  Co.  has  almost  com- 
pleted the  great  irrigation  system  that  is  to  furnish  a  supply  of  fresh 
moimtain  water  to  the  Koloa  Sugar  Co.  Announcement  is  made  that 
over  10,000.  feet  of  tunnel  and  several  miles  of  ditches  are  practically 
finished.  This  project  guarantees  a  permanent  supply  or  water  to 
Koloa,  and  the  latter  is  expected  to  increase  both  its  area  crop  and 
the  yield  of  sugar  per  acre. 

The  WaiahoTe  Tunnel,  which  has  been  bored  through  the  Koolau 
Range  near  Honolulu  from  the  windward  side  of  the  island  of  Oahu 
to  the  leeward  side,  is  rapidly  approaching  completion.  This  is 
practically  a  7-mile  bore,  with  a  shaft  from  the  mountain  top  to  the 
center.  The  tunnel  was  projected  to  carry  water  from  the  Waiahole 
Valley  through  the  bore  to  the  sugar  lands  of  the  Oahu  Sugar  Co. 
on  the  leeward  side  of  the  island  and  the  slopes  of  the  Koolau  Range. 
After  boring  2  miles  the  tunnel  developed  millions  of  gallons  of 
water  of  its^f.  Had  this  been  Imown  the  sugar  company  would  not 
have  been  compelled  to  purchase  the  water  on  the  windward  side. 

The  tunnel  construction  has  been  developed  by  Jorgen  Jorgenson,  a 
Dani^  engineer,  who  built  large  irrigation  systems  on  the  island  of 
Hawaii,  one  of  which  is  known  as  the  Hamakua  ditch.  Engineer 
Jorgenson  has  just  started  a  new  15,000,000-galIon  pump. 
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PAHAXA. 
[Consnl  WilUam  H.  Qale,  Colon,  Ang.  8.]^ 
RebnildinK  of  tlie  Bvrned  Section  of  the  City. 

The  work  of  rebuilding  the  section  of  the  city  of  Colon  that  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  April  30  last  has  been  delayed  for  some  time, 
owing  to  uncertainty  as  to  new  building  regulations  which  it  was 
proposed  to  put  in  force.  The  burned  buildings  were  mostly  cheap 
wooden  affairs  of  the  flimsiest  construction  which  imited  destruction 
by  fire.  The  question  before  the  authorities  was  whether  to  permit 
the  erection  of  similar  frame  buildings  which  would  almost  certainly 
be  destroyed  sooner  or  later  by  another  fire  or  to  take  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  to  rebuild  the  principal  business  section  of  the  city 
in  a  more  substantial  and  safer  fashion. 

The  matter  was  finally  decided  by  the  municipal  coimcil  of  Colon, 
which  recently  passed  an  ordinance  (No.  23,  1915)  providing  that 
"  every  building  which  shall  be  constructed  in  the  city  of  Colon  shall 
have  the  external  walls  of  concrete,  brick,  stone,  concrete  block,  or 
galvanized  expanded  metal,"  and  that  "  the  roofs  of  the  said  build- 
ings shall  be  of  wooden  framework  covered  with  galvanized  iron,  or 
may  also  be  of  concrete." 

Kebuilding  was  begun  shortly  after  the  adoption  of  this  ordinance, 
and  is  now  in  progress. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty  buildings,  covering  an  area  of  22  blocks, 
were  destroyed  by  the  fire.  Practically  all  of  these  will  be  replaced  by 
concrete  structures.  Through  an  arrangement  with  the  Panama 
Railroad  Co.,  which  owns  132  of  the  215  citj  lots  included  in  the 
burned  area,  concrete  for  the  new  buildings  will  be  furnished  at  cost 
price.  Most  of  the  contracts  have  been  placed  with  an  American  firm, 
Avhich  has  an  office  in  the  city  of  Panama.  Tlie  concrete,  as  has  been 
stated,  will  be  supplied  by  the  Panama  Railroad  Co.  and  will  come 
from  the  United  States.  The  other  building  materials  will  also  be  pro- 
cured in  the  United  States,  either  through  the  Panama  Railroad  Co. 
or  through  the  principal  local  dealers  and  contractors,  whose  names 
are  forwarded.  It  is  suggested  that  dealers  in  building  materials 
in  the  United  States  should  place  themselves  in  communication 
with  the  local  dealers. 

]The  consul's  list  of  contractors  and  dealers  in  building  material  in  Colon 
may  be  bad  from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices;  refer  to  file  64596.] 

BOtnCAKIA. 
[The  Near  East,  Aug.  0.] 
Bnoharest-Craiova  Kallway  line. 

The  construction  of  the  new  railway  from  Bucharest  to  Craiova  ia 
shortly  to  be  commenced  (says  our  Bucharest  correspondent).  The 
new  Ime  not  only  shortens  the  journey  between  the  two  towns,  but 

f>asses  through  a  rich  grain-growing  country.    It  is  expected  that  the 
ine  will  be  opened  to  traffic  in  about  18  months. 
The  Constantza  Pipe  Line. 

The  construction  of  the  pipe  line  from  Baicoi  to  Constantza,  begim 
some  time  ago,  has  had  to  be  left  in  suspense  on  account  of  the  war 

>  Note :  The  consul  has  just  returned  to  his  post  after  an  absence  of  60  days  in  tba 
United  States,  otherwise  this  report  would  have  been  forwarded  more  promptly. 
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and  its  attendant  difficulties  (says  our  Bucharest  correspondent). 
The  State  railway  direction,  not  having  the  necessary  funds  placed 
at  its  disposal  by  the  Government,  has  received  from  six  of  the 
largest  petroleum  companies — the  Steaua,  Eomana  Americana,  Cred- 
itul  Petrolifer,  Aquila  £omana,  and  Columbia — a  joint  oflfer  of 
2,750,000  francs  ($530,750)  in  order  that  the  undertaking  may  be 
completed.  The  offer  has  been  accepted,  and  work  has  recommenced. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  line  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  this  year. 
The  sum  advanced  by  the  companies  will  be  paid  back  within  five 
years,  and  bears  interest  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. 

SOUTH  A7KICA. 

[Brltisb  and  Sontb  African  Export  Gazette,  August,  1015.] 

Bnlldine:  Kateriali  Advance  in  Price. 

Firms  engaged  in  the  building  materials  trade  at  Capetown,  Dur- 
ban, Bloemfontein,  Johannesburg,  and  other  places  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly busy  executing  orders.  Stocks  of  glass,  sanitary  ware, 
corrugated  iron,  timber,  and  iron  and  steel  fittings  are  very  low,  and 
prices  have  advanced  25  to  30  per  cent,  and  in  some  cases  even  more. 

Xany  Kew  Buildings  Planned. 

The  development  of  the  mining  areas  on  the  East  Band  is  having 
a  stimulating  effect  on  trade  in  that  district.  In  Benoni  building 
activities  are  particularly  noticeable,  and  many  new  residences  and 
business  premises  are  in  contemplation. 

Telephone  System  Wanted. 

The  commercial  community  of  Uganda  are  agitating  for  a  tele- 
phone exchange  which  would  facilitate  trading  operations. 

The  Bailway  Bxtension  into  Belgian  Kongo. 

The  permanent  way  of  the  railway  from  Kambove  to  Bukama, 
Belgian  Kongo,  has  now  been  completed  for  over  100  miles.  The 
first-named  place  is  already  connected  by  rail  with  South  Africa 
via  Elizabethville.  When  the  line  reaches  Bukama  there  will  be 
complete  connection  between  Boma  and  South  Africa  by  raU  and 
water. 

ESTIMATED  &R&m  CBOF  OF  SPAIN  FOB  1916. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  July  22.] 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  in  to-day's  issue  of  the  "Gaceta 
de  Madrid  (official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Government)  estimates  the 
grain  crop  of  Spain  for  the  year  1915,  compared  with  last  year,  as 
follows : 


Wheat. 


Barley. 


Rye. 


OsU. 


19U: 

Estimated,  short  teas. 

Acres  planted , 

1914: 

Short  tons , 

Acres  planted 


3,I«2,394 
9,944,370 

1,741,360 
9,680,970 


1,013,648 
4,147,804 

8S7,MS 
3,403,990 


401,297 
1,867,650 

335,300 
1.887,650 


2,907,607 
1,379,198 

2,498,180 
1,303,765 
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SIVEB  AND  HAEBOB  IHPBOVBMENTS  AT  HAFTES. 

[Consal  Clarence  Carrlcaii.  Nantes,  France,  July  23.] 

In  order  to  appreciate  fully  the  scope  of  the  improvements  about 
to  be  effected  on  the  river  Loire,  below  and  above  the  city  of  Nantea 
and  at  the  port  of  Nantes  itself,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  the 
nature  of  the  difficulties  that  have  been  encountered  in  this  river 
work. 

From  1820  to  1856  traffic  on  the  Loire  between  Nantes  and  Orleans 
was  almost  as  great  as  on  the  Seine  between  Paris  and  Rouen  and 
much  above  that  on  the  Rhine.  After  1856  the  condition  of  the 
river's  bed  became  such. that  some  ships  were  unable,  because  of  sand 
bars,  to  come  up  any  farther  than  Paimboeuf ,  which  is  25  miles  below 
Nantes.  The  city  of  Nantes,  in  consequence,  was  fast  losing  its  com- 
mercial importance. 
Projected  Work  on  Siver  Channel. 

The  possible  ruin  and  eventual  disappearance  of  their  ancient  and 
flourishing  seaport  at  last  alarmed  public  men  in  this  region,  and  s 
movement  was  started  with  the  idea  of  reclaiming  the  river  and 
modernizing  the  port  itself.  As  a  first  result  of  this  agitation  the 
ancient  Roman  port  was  reconstructed,  the  basin  was  deepened,  new 
quays  were  built,  and  the  sea-water  canal  from  Paimboeuf  to  La 
Martiniere  was  begun. 

The  opening  of  this  canal,  which  is  9  miles  long  and  cost  $5,153,100, 
on  September  1, 1892,  marked  the  return  of  prosperity  to  the  seaport 
of  Nantes  and  the  beginning  of  the  steady  progress  it  has  made  ever 
since.  From  the  outset,  however,  it  had  been  generally  agreed  that 
no  really  practical  results  would  be  obtained  umess  the  straightening 
and  deepening  of  the  navigable  channel  in  the  river  below  Nantes, 
the  deepening  and  changing  of  the  port  of  Nantes  itself,  and  the 
straightening  and  deepening  of  the  navigable  channel  in  the  river 
above  Nantes  over  a  distance  of  at  least  SJ  miles  were  also  carried  out 
simultaneously. 

Apart  from  the  impetus  the  projected  improvements  will  give  to 
the  commercial  activity  of  Nantes  and  of  the  Nantes  district,  it  will 
infuse  new  life  into  the  already  industrious  ba£ins  of  the  Maine, 
Loire,  Mayenne,  and  Sarthe  Rivers. 

A  Hew  Channel  to  be  Dredged. 

The  great  obstacle  to  the  development  of  the  port  of  Nantes  is  the 
condition  of  the  river  above  and  below  the  town;  that  is  to  say,  its 
innumerable  sand  banks  and  small  islands  and  the  narrowness  of 
the  shallow,  winding  channels  running  between  them.  The  sand 
question,  however,  presents  the  greatest  difficulty.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  Loire  and  its  tributaries  together  transport  every  year  about 
1,000,000  cubic  meters  (a  cubic  meter  is  equivalent  to  1.30794  cubic 
yards)  of  sand,  some  600,000  cubic  meters  of  which  are  taken  out  on 
the  way  down  for  building  purposes.  Another  difficulty  is  the 
flooded  condition  of  the  river  in  winter. 

Hitherto  the  object  of  the  dredging  has  been  to  maintain  certain 
depths  in  existing  channels,  but  the  work  now  projected  is  intended 
permanently  to  widen  and  deepen  one  single  channel  that  will  be  as 
nearly  parallel  to  the  river  bank  as  possible.  The  present  channels 
often  zigzag  from  one  side  of  the  stream  to  the  other.    This  single 
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channel  will  first  be  marked  off  by  sinking  two  lines  of  rock,  after 
which  the  sand  will  be  removed  from  between  them  and  cast  up  on 
the  river's  banks.  In  this  work  a  long-range  elevator  will  be  used. 
The  purpose  of  this  work  is  to  get  the  current  under  control,  and  it 
is  believed  that  by  making  this  channel  98.5  feet  wide  the  desired 
result  win  be  obtained.  "When  it  is  completed  ships  of  23  feet  draft 
will  come  up  to  Nantes. 

ImproTliier  the  Port— New  Bridges. 

The  necessity  of  removing  vast  quantities  of  rock  and  the  cost  of 
such  an  operation  have  long  delayed  the  improvement  of  the  port  of 
Nantes.  It  is  planned  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  quays  and  build 
new  ones  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Pirmil  branch  of  the  river  just 
outside  the  Etat  railway  station,  and  to  rebuild  the  Pirmil  and 
Madeleine  bridges  which  span  the  two  branches  of  the  river  bearing 
their  respective  names. 

The  new  quays  at  the  Etat  railway  station  will  consist  of  rows  of 
concrete  piles.  They  will  be  1,885  yards  long  and  32  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  river's  bed,  164  to  262  feet  wide,  and  will  support  a 
weight  of  6,614  pounds  per  square  meter  (10.764  square  feet)  up  to 
39.38  feet  from  the  edge,  and  beyond  this  line  they  will  support  a 
weight  of  13,228  pounds  per  square  meter. 

The  new  Pirmil  bridge  will  be  a  reproduction  of  the  Francis- 
Joseph  bridge  at  Budapest,  Hungary.  The  type  of  the  new  Made- 
leine bridge  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon,  and  tenders  and  de- 
signs are  invited.  This  new  bridge  must  have  a  span  of  508.5  feet 
between  abutments;  its  roadway  must  be  32.8  feet  wide,  with  two 
sidewalks  of  9.8  feet  wide.  The  abutments  may  be  built  on  piles, 
and  the  latter  must  be  sunk  by  means  of  compressed  air.  The  present 
Madeleine  bridge  is  composed  of  11  semicircular  arches  made  of 
masonry  of  25.5  to  31.5  feet  width.  It  is  built  on  piles  surrounded  by 
rock  defenses  and  faced  with  cement. 

Porelgrn  Participation  in  Contracts — Oravlng  Slip. 

No  price  is  set  down  for  the  new  Madeleine  Bridge,  but  the  sum 
of  $1,022,900  is  provided  for  the  two  new  bridges,  and  as  they  are  of 
about  equal  importance  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  amount 
will  be  about  equally  divided. 

A  custom  of  this  country,  which  indeed  has  the  force  of  law,  pre- 
cludes any  foreign  firm  or  individual  from  competing  for  contracts 
for  this  class  of  Government  or  municipal  work.  This  disposition 
has  not,  however,  prevented  foreign  firms  from  participating  indi- 
rectly— for  instance,  by  supplying  materials  to  the  French  con- 
tractors—and it  would  seem  that  in  the  matter  of  the  reconstructicm 
of  the  two  bridges  above  mentioned  American  firms,  especially  under 
existing  circumstances,  should  carefully  examine  the  possibilities 
which  these  projects  hold  out. 

A  feature  of  the  new  port  will  be  the  construction  of  a  graving 
slip  567.74  feet  long,  with  a  lock  gate  78  feet  wide.  The  depth  will 
be  24  feet  at  the  lowest  tide.  It  is  believed  that  the  graving  slip  will 
be  able  to  receive  the  largest  ship  that  is  likely  ever  to  come  up  to 
Nantes. 

Scttmated  Oott 

The  allotment  provided  by  the  law  of  July  17,  1913,  amoimts  to 
$5,500,500,  and  is  apportioned  as  follows :  Improving  the  Loire  Biver 

Digitized  by  V^jUOyiC 


922  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

above  Nantes,  $772,000;  removal  and  rebuilding  of  the  Pirmil  and 
Medeleine  bri(iges,$l,022,900 ;  removal  of  rocks  andimproving  riverbed 
at  Nantes  itself,  $936,050;  building  the  new  quays,  $1,630,860;  building 

f raving  slip,  $868,500;  strengthening  the  Thouare  and  Mauves 
ridges,  $19,300;  indemnity  to  Etat  Railway  Co.  for  rebuilding  a 
bridge  on  the  Nantes-to-Pomic  line,  $193,000;  displacing  and  rein- 
stallmg  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Nantes,  $57,900. 

For  the  upkeep  of  the  above  imi>rovements  a  further  $193  per 
kilometer  (0.62137  mile)  per  annum  is  allowed. 


FBOPEBTIES  OF  NATTTBAL  GASES. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines  has  just  issued  Technical 
Paper  109,  which  deals  with  the  chemical  and  physical  properties  of 
the  natural  gases  used  in  25  cities  in  the  United  States.  In  this 
paper,  which  gives  the  first  comparative  data  of  this  kind  ever  pub- 
lished, the  authors,  G.  A.  Burrell  and  G.  G.  Oberf  ell,  say : 

The  composltloii  ot  the  natural  gas  from  25  cities  In  the  United  States  is 
shown.  Five  of  the  samples  contain  methane  only  as  the  combustible  gas. 
The  others  contain,  In  addition  to  methane,  higher  members  of  the  series  ot 
paraffin  hydrocarbons.  The  heating  values  range  from  735  to  1,312  British 
thermal  units  per  cubic  foot  at  0°  C.  and  760  millimeters  pressure. 

Natural  gas  In  two  different  sands  of  the  same  field  may  vary  materially  in 
composition. 

Some  of  the  natural  gas  used  in  Texas  has  a  heating  value  of  about  740 
British  thermal  units  per  cubic  foot  at  0°  C.  and  760  millimeters  pressure. 

The  natural  gas  used  in  Pittsburgh,  Columbus,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  and 
many  other  places  in  the  East  is  quite  uniform  in  composition. 

The  explosive  limits  of  mixtures  of  natural  gas  and  air  He  between  about  5  per 
cent  gas,  low  limit,  and  11.50  per  cent  gas,  high  limit. 

For  many  of  the  natural  gases  listed  there  is  required  about  10  cubic  feet 
of  air  per  cubic  foot  of  gos  for  complete  combustion. 

There  is  needed  a  very  large  amount  of  natural  gas  to  suffocate  men.  As 
far  as  small  animals  (canaries)  are  concerned,  the  effect  on  them  of  mixtures 
of  natural  gas  and  air  is  principally  due  to  the  lowering  of  the  oxygen  content 
of  the  air  by  the  diluting  action  of  the  gas. 

According  to  Cady  and  McFarland  and  to  Czal^o  helium  may  be  present  in 
natural  gases  to  the  extent  of  from  traces  up  to  1.84  per  cent 

The  ignition  temperature  of  natural  gases  lies  between  about  650°  C.  and 
750°  C. 

The  composition  of  the  natural  gas  used  in  any  one  town  may  remain  remark- 
ably uniform  for  a  long  period  of  time. 

Oxygen,  carbon  monoxide,  hydrogen,  and  oleflne  hydrocarbons  are  not  present 
In  natural  gas,  except  possibly  In  negligible  traces. 

The  only  practical  way  to  remove  products  of  combustion  in  gas  stoves  Is 
by  means  of  a  vent  leading  to  the  house  chimney. 

Copies  of  Technical  Paper,  No.  9,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to 
the  Bureau  of  Mines,  Washiilgton,  D.  C. 


COTTON  SITUATION  IN  ADANA,  TUEKEY, 

[Consul  Edward  I.  Natban,  Merslna,  Turkey,  July  10.] 

The  local  cotton  situation  has  been  unchanged  during  June,  ex- 
cept that  the  ravages  of  locusts  threaten  to  reduce  this  year's  crop  to 
30,000  bales,  or  one-fourth  of  that  of  1914. 

In  addition  to  the  cotton  goods  of  local  manufacture  the  stock  of 
cotton  goods  of  European  origin  is  valued  at  $380,000,  while  on  July, 
1, 1914,  it  was  valued  at  $450,000. 
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CAHFAION  FOE  BETTEA  SHXPFnTG  COHTAIHEBS. 

Among  the  agencies  that  are  active  in  urging  upon  American 
manufacturers  and  shippers  the  importance  of  the  better  packing  of 
goods  the  National  Association  of  Box  Manufacturers  is  conspicuous 
m  having  published  an  illustrated  pamphlet  containing  specific  in- 
structions as  to  the  "wrong  way  and  the  "right  way"  to  nail 
the  boxes  in  which  merchandise  is  shipped.  The  association  says 
that  reform  in  this  respect  means  protection  for  customers,  for  the 
railroads,  and  for  the  shippers  themselves.  It  declares  that,  as  a 
result  of  false  economy,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  more  than  300 
per  cent  in  the  loss  and  damage  claims  account  of  the  railroads  in 
the  past  10  years  and  that  shipments  are  not  being  delivered  to  cus- 
tomers in  good  condition.  In  commenting  on  this  the  secretary  of  the 
association,  F.  C.  Gifford,  of  Chicago,  says : 

There  Is  not  a  question  of  doubt  that  If  the  American  manufacturer  or  ship- 
per hopes  to  maintain  a  proper  relation,  not  only  in  our  domestic  trade  but 
also  in  the  foreign  field,  which  has  particular  advantages  just  at  this  time,  he 
must  be  educated  to  a  better  package  and  better  packing.  Twenty-five  thou- 
sand of  these  pamphlets  have  been  distributed  throughout  the  country,  and  this 
association  stands  ready  to  publish  and  distribute  just  as  many  as  are  needed 
by  the  public. 

This  Is  only  the  start  of  a  campaign  we  plan  to  carry  out,  and.  In  our  next 
publication  we  hope  to  publish  something  bearing  on  tlie  strength  of  various 
materials  used  in  packing  cases  and  everything  along  this  line  that  will  tend  to 
educate  the  users  of  boxes  for  better  packing  and  padiages. 

The  association  states  that  it  has  heard  many  complaints  from  the  railroads 
relative  to  packages  falling  In  transit;  that  manufacturers  are  passing  through 
an  era  of  economy  in  shipping  containers  until  the  old  motto  of  "  Not  how  cheap, 
but  how  good,"  has  been  reversed  to  "  Not  how  good,  but  how  cheap  " ;  and  that 
it  has  Investigated  the  various  causes  for  the  failure  of  wooden  boxes  In  transit 
and  is  convinced  that  the  prtncli)ai  reason  is  faulty  nailing.  "  Shooks  are  fre- 
quently nailed  up  by  inexperienced  help,"  it  says,  "  and  In  many  instances  by 
piecework,  with  the  result  that  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  box  Is  reduced 
30  to  50  per  cent  by  using  nails  that  are  too  small  or  too  few  In  number.  It 
is  Imperative  that  the  shook  manufacturers,  shook  consumers,  and  the  railroads 
require  that  wooden  boxes  do  the  work  for  which  they  are  designed — carry 
safely  to  destination  without  breakage. 

The  pamphlet  states  that  the  number  of  nails  to  be  used  for  a 
given  box  is  determined  by  adhering  to  the  rule  of  spacing  nails 
approximately  2  inches  apart,  except  when  nailing  up  Doxes  where 
sides,  tops,  and  bottoms  consist  of  more  than  one  piece.  In  such  cases 
the  shipper  should  make  sure  the  narrow  pieces  have  at  least  two  nails 
in  each  nailing  edge  and  more  if  necessary  to  comply  with  the  rule 
of  2-inch  spacing.  A  schedule  of  the  size  of  nails  to  be  used  for 
various  thicknesses  of  soft  and  hard  wood  is  given. 

Cement-coated  nails  are  required  for  all  except  hardwood  boxes 
of  i  inch  thickness,  for  which  special  large  3-penny  or  regular 
cement-coated  4-penny  nails  are  prescribed.  For  other  thicknesses 
the  instructions  are:  Soft  wood — J  inch,  4-penny;  |,  5-penny;  ^y 
or  J,  6-penny;  ^  or  f,  7-penny;  |,  8-penny;  hardwood — |,  4-penny; 
-ft  or  i,  5-penny ;  -^  or  f ,  6-penny ;  i,  7-penny. 


Consul  C.  M.  Hitch  has  forwarded  two  illustrated  booldets  issued 
by  a  Nottingham  company,  which  show  the  types  of  bicycles  and 
motor  cycles  put  out  by  British  manufacturers.  The  booklets  may 
be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Cwnmerce  or 
its  branch  offices;  refer  to  File  No.  64461. 
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AaBICULTTJSAL  BASK  PROPOSED  FOR  ASGEXTTINA. 

[Beview  o(  tbe  Blver  Plate,  Jul;  9.] 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  features  of  the  projected 
agricultural  bank  law  of  Argentina  is  the  provision  made  for  land 
settlement.  Under  the  law  as  proposed  the  agricultural  bank  would 
become  the  intermediary  in  the  allotment  of  fiscal  lands  to  agricul- 
turists on  long-term  leases,  and  would  be  doing  much  toward  solving 
two  important  problems,  first,  by  giving  facilities  to  farmers  of  small 
resources  to  enable  them  to  get  the  land  on  small  yearly  rental  pay- 
ments, and,  second,  by  bringing  about  fixity  of  tenure.  Leases  would 
be  granted  for  a  period  of  10  years,  renewable  at  the  option  of  the 
occupier  for  a  further  10,  and  subsequently  for  another  6. 

As  drawn  up  for  presentation  to  the  Argentine  Senate  the  law  thus 
defines  the  other  powers  of  the  bank : 

The  general  operations  of  the  agricultural  bank  shall  comprise  the  discount 
of  documents  of  rural  cooperative  societies  »nd  of  agricultural  banks  constituted 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  on  the  subject.  These  discounts  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  period  up  to  three  years  for  repayment  at  a  rate  of  interest  to 
be  agreed  upon.  The  bank  shall  only  be  allowed  to  rediscount  documents  cov- 
ering agricultural  or  pastoral  credits  which  emanate  from  associations  or  com- 
I)anie3  presented  and  indorsed  by  the  establishments  which  maintain  commer- 
cial relations  with  it. 

It  shall  undertake  credit  operations,  on  real  or  personal  security  with  agri- 
culturists and  pastorallsts,  colonization  companies,  or  rural  industries  devoted 
to  the  preparation  and  transformation  of  agricultural  and  pastoral  products, 
for  conventional  periods  and  at  rates  of  interest  to  be  established  by  the 
directors.  It  may  approve  loans  on  agricultural  warrants  and  upon  any  docu- 
ment representing  agricultural  or  pastoral  security;  receive  deposits  on  current 
account,  repayable  on  demand,  at  fixed  date,  or  on  savings  bank  accounts,  and 
issue  and  accept  drafts  or  other  bills,  from  and  upon  the  interior  and  the 
exterior  of  the  Republic ;  cooperate  toward  the  colonization  which,  in  harmony 
with  the  principles  of  this  law,  may  be  undertaken  by  the  Provinces,  In  accord- 
ance with  arrangements  entered  into  with  the  respective  governments.  It  shall 
carry  out  the  colonization  of  such  fiscal  lands  as  the  Government  shall  place 
at  its  disposal  on  application.  The  exploitation  of  woods  and  forests  on  these 
lands  must  be  effected  under  the  conditions  at  present  in  force.  It  may  issue 
debentures  with  the  consent  of  the  executive  power.  Twenty  per  cent  of  tiw 
net  profits  of  the  bank  eball  be  applied  annually  to  its  reserve  fund,  10  per 
cent  to  prevision  (contingency)  fund,  and  the  remaining  70  per  cent  to  increase 
of  its  capital. 

Kestrietlons  on  Aotlvitles — Capital  and  Branches. 

The  bank  may  not  participate  directly  or  indirectly  in  industrial  operations, 
nor  acquire  real  estate  otherwise  than  for  the  purposes  of  the  present  law  or 
for  its  own  use.  The  board  of  directors  may  take  over,  for  the  purjMjses  of  this 
law,  lands  suitable  for  colonization  which  ore  mortgaged  to  the  National 
Mortgage  Bank  or  held  as  security  by  the  Banco  de  la  Naclon  Argentina  in  the 
manner  and  subject  to  such  conditions  as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  the  respec- 
tive directors  of  these  two  institutions. 

The  capital  of  the  Agricultural  Bank  is  to  be  provided  by  the  issue 
of  50,000,000  pesos  m/n  [$21,230,000  United  States  gold]  worth  of 
bonds,  bearing  5  per  cent  interest  and  1  per  cent  amortization,  and 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  or  lease  of  the  property  of  the  Banco 
Nacional  [National  Bank],  now  in  liquidation.  The  Banco  de  la 
Nacion  Argentina  [Bank  of  the  Argentine  Nation]  is  authorized  to 
grant  a  credit  account  to  the  Agricultural  Bank  to  the  extent  oi 
20,000,000  pesos  m/n  [$8,492,000  United  States  gold],  which  shall  be 
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guaranteed  by  the  pledge  of  an  equivalent  amount  in  the  bonds  just 
mentioned. 

The  board  of  directors  is  authorized  to  open  branches  in  any  part 
of  the  Republic  which  it  may  consider  desirable,  placing  them  under 
the  direction  of  a  council  composed  of  agriculturists  or  pastoralists. 


SPEITEB  PBODTJCTION  FOB  FIBST  SIX  HONTHS  OF  1916. 

The  production  of  spelter  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  has 
been  canvassed  by  C.  E.  Siebenthal,  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey,  with  the  following  results  expressed  in  short  tons: 

The  output  of  spelter  was  207,634  tons  made  from  domestic  ores 
and  8,898  tons  from  foreign  ores,  a  total  of  216,532  tons,  as  compared 
with  177,991  tons  for  the  preceding  six  months  and  with  175,058  tons 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1914.  In  addition  there  was  produced  by 
distillation  from  drosses  and  sldmmings  13,546  tons  of  secondary 
spelter,  as  coiiipared  with  10,273  tons,  the  half  of  the  1914  output  of 
distilled  secondary  spelter.  No  statistics  were  obtained  of  the  spelter 
producfed  by  remelting  skimmings,  drosses,  etc.,  but  it  was  probably 
not  less  than  12,000  tons.  The  total  output  of  spelter  from  both  ore 
and  skimmings  was  therefore  about  242,000  tons,  or  at  the  rate  of 
484,000  tons  per  year.  The  whole  number  of  retorts  in  operation  in 
June  was  about  127,000,  but  many  of  these  retorts  had  been  but  re- 
cently put  in  operation.  Additional  retorts  to  the  number  of  over 
32,00l0  have  since  been  completed,  are  under  construction,  or  are 
planned. 

The  apparent  domestic  consumption  for  the  six-months  period  was 
160,906  tons,  as  against  149,762  tons  in  the  preceding  six  months  and 
149,306  tons  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914.  The  spelter  stocks  on 
hand  at  smelters  were  5,884  tons,  an  average  of  about  150  tons  each  for 
the  plants  reporting. 

The  complete  mid-year  report  giving  the  details  of  production, 
imports,  exports,  prices,  and  smelter  capacity  will  be  distributed  in 
about  a  week. 

CANADIAN  SECUBITIES  SOLS  IN  NEW  TOBE. 

[Consul  JuIIaa  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  August  14.] 

It  is  annoimced  that  a  loan  of  $11^500,000  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
way 2-year  5  per  cent  notes  has  just  been  secured  in  New  York. 
The  issue  was  well  oversubscribed,  the  notes  having  been  offered  on 
terms  to  yield  about  5f  per  cent.  This  issue  of  notes  is  secured  by  a 
deposit  of  $15,333,000  Canadian  Northern  4  per  cent  20-year  bonds 
at  76,  guaranteed  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  a  security  ap- 
parently so  ample  that  the  rate  of  interest  yielded  the  purchases  of 
these  notes  seems  high. 


The  electrification  of  industries  in  India  by  expert  Americans 
and  with  American  machinery  is  brought  out  m  the  new  640-page 
India  Hand  Book,  price  $1,  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Washington,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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FOBEION  TBASE  OFPOETUinTIES. 

[Wliere  addresMs  are  omitted  the^  may  be  obtaloed  from  the  Bareaa  and  ItB  bntack 

ofllces.] 

Hosiery  and  gloves,  No.  18012. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  England  wlio  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  silk  hose  and 
gloves  for  women. 

Agricultwal  implementt,  No.  18013. — ^A  trading  company  In  Chicago  writes  the 
Bureau  that  one  of  its  correspondents  In  France  desires  to  represent  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  of  agricultural  iuiplemeuts.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  English. 

Uachinerp,  No.  18014. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  firm  in  New  York  City  which  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  glassware. 
The  machinery  is  to  be  exported  to  South  America,  Machines  for  cntting 
cold  glass  and  reburnishing  the  edges  are  desired;  also  sand  engraving  ma- 
chines, cork  and  emery  wheels,  etc. 

QenertU  representation.  No.  18015. — An  agency  firm  in  the  East  Indies  writes 
the  Department  of  Commerce  thot  It  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters.    The  firm  does  not  specify  any  i>articular  line. 

Ink  l>ottles.  No.  18016. — ^A  firm  In  Canada  writes  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce that  it  desires  to  secure  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  l}-ounce  fiat  ink  bottles;  also  corks  or  caps  for 
the  same. 

Eardtoare,  No.  18017. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  England  Is  iu  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  that  country 
who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hard- 
ware. 

Agricultural  implements.  No.  18018. — A  manufacturing  company  in  New  Tork 
writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  one  of  its  corre- 
spondents desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  fall  infonuatlon 
from  manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements. 

Pencils,  soap,  ete.,  No.  18019.— The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  business  man  in  France  stating  that  he  desires  to  purchase 
quantities  of  crayon  pencils,  soaps,  etc. 

Metallurgical  products.  No.  1S020. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  Belgian  desires  to  act  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  metallurgical  prod- 
ucts.   Reference  Is  offered. 

Bardujare,  No.  18021.— The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  In  receipt  of  a  com- 
munication from  n  firm  In  the  United  States  wliich  desires  to  receive  the 
names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  lines  of  cheap  hard- 
ware, who  may  desire  to  exiwrt  to  Europe  and  Africa. 

Flashlights,  safety  razors,  stationer's  supplies,  etc..  No.  18022.— A  firm  in  the 
United  States  writes  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  one  of  its  corre- 
spondents in  Russia,  with  n  purchasing  agent  in  Sweden,  desires  to  buy 
novelties,  such  as  flashlights,  razors,  pencils,  fountain  pens,  stationer's 
supplies,  etc.    It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  pays  cash  for  all  its  purchases. 

General  agency,  No.  18023.- The  Department  of  Commerce  Is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  business  man  In  Bulgaria  who  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters.    He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 

Cement  and  confectioneries.  No.  18024. — An  Amefican  consular  officer  in  an 
insular  iwssessioH  reiwrts  that  a  commission  agent  in  Ills  district  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cement  and  con- 
fectioner's lines.    He  offers  to  furnish  financial  reference. 
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Pumpinff  macMnery,  No.  18025. — A  compaoy  In  an  Insular  possession  writes  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  In- 
formation relative  to  portable  pumping  machines  with  a  capacity  of  50  toub 
per  hour.  The  company  Is  engaged  In  supplying  fresh  water  to  steamers  by 
means  of  pomps.    Ck>rre8pondaice  may  be  In  English. 

Cut  glass,  etc..  No.  18026. — ^A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  one  of  Its  customers  In  Peru  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  crystal  and 
cut  glass. 

Machinery,  No.  18027. — ^A  fruit  company  In  Honduras  writes  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  it  desires  to  purchase  a  machine  for 
diying  copra.  Illustrated  literature  and  full  information  should  be  sent 
at  once. 

Post  cards.  No.  18028. — ^A  business  man  In  Austria  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  samples,  prices,  and  full  information  from 
manufacturers  and  producers  of  picture  post  cards. 

ilachinery.  No.  18029. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa  writes 
that  be  has  an  inquiry  for  an  estimate  as  to  the  cost  of  machinery  for  a 
plant  for  making  condensed  milk.  The  factory  contemplated  is  to  be  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  handle  500  gallons  of  milk  dally.  Prices  are  desired 
f.  o.  b.  New  Xork. 

Technical  goods.  No.  18030. — A  merchant  In  Italy  has  requested  an  American 
consular  officer  to  put  him  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  technical  goods  of  all  kinds  with  a  view  to  securing  an  agency 
for  same.  Reference  is  given.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Italian  or 
French. 

Incandescent  lamps,  No.  18031.— An  American  consular  officer  in  France  writes 
that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  incandescent  lamps.  Correspondence  is  preferred 
in  French. 

Electric  lamp  screw  sockets.  No.  18032. — An  Italian  maunfacturing'  company 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  is  In  the  market  for  60,000 
screw  sockets  per  month.  Contracts  for  a  year  or  longer  will  be  entered 
into.  Reference  is  given.  It  is  stated  that  the  company  has  been  paying 
10.006  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment.  It  is  stated  tliat  samples  are  being  for- 
warded. When  the  samples  arrive  they  will  be  exhibited  at  the  branch 
offices. 

Flour,  No.  18038. — ^A  firm  In  Denmark  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  is  anxious  to  purchase  wheat  and  rye  flour  in  large  quantities,  pref- 
erably packed  in  sacks.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Leather,  No.  18034. — A  firm  in  Norway  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  leather  and  imita- 
tion leather  for  automobile  tops  and  seats. 

Machinery,  No.  18035. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  reports  that  he 
has  had  a  visit  from  a  business  man  who  desires  to  receive  Illustrated  cata- 
logues and  full  Information  relative  to  Itntlng,  ginning,  and  cottonseed 
crushing  machinery.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 

Fishing  tackle,  glass  and  china  ware.  No.  18036. — A  merchant  In  Russia  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  commercial  rela- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  tackle,  nets,  etc.,  for 
shallow  sea  fishing,  and  glass  and  china  ware.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English.    The  man  states  that  he  can  furnish  satisfactory  reference. 

Machinery,  No.  18037. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  desires  to 
receive  catalogues  of  a  machine  or  conveyor  which  may  be  used  for  stacking 
or  piling  bags  of  sugar  in  a  warehouse.    The  bags  weigh  70  pounds  each. 

Typetoriters,  No.  18038. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Russia  writes  that 
a  mercliant  in  his  district  desires  to  be  put  in  communication  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  typewriters,  carbon  paper,  typewriter 
ribbons,  computing  machines  and  supplies,  inks  for  duplicating  machines, 
office  novelties,  and  vulcanized  fiber.  Reference  is  given.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 
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Beesicax,  No.  18039.— A  Portuguese  firm  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  secure  tlie  means  and  addresses  of  American  importers 
of  l)eeswax.    Correspondence  may  be  In  Englisli. 

Upholstering  supplies,  etc..  No.  18040. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
Netherlands  reports  that  a  business  man  In  that  country  wishes  to  repre- 
sent American  m'anufacturers  and  exporters  of  articles  and  supplies  to  be 
used  in  mailing  and  upholstering  furniture.  He  wishes  to  hare  guaranty 
of  reimbursement  of  traveling  expenses  as  an  agent 

Wheat,  No.  18041. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  advises  tliat  a 
firm  in  his  district  is  in  the  marliet  for  wheat.  Samples  and  terms  of 
payment  should  be  sent  at  once.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
References  are  given. 

Sewing  machines,  washing  machines,  etc..  No.  18042. — A  company  In  England 
writes  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  Is  desirous  of  purchasing' 
domestic  macliiuery,  such  as  sewing  machines,  washing  machines,  carpet 
sweepers,  etc. 

Wire  nails,  etc..  No.  18043. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  BriOsh  Golana 
writes  that  a  company  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  galvanized  corrugated  iron,  wire  nails,  etc.  Tiie  firm 
desires  to  act  as  agent.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  Tortc. 
Terms  and  commission  allowed  sbould  be  indicated.  Correspondence  may 
I>e  in  English. 

Leather,  millinery  goods,  window  glass,  furniture,  etc..  No.  18044. — A  repre- 
sentative of  a  firm  having  offices  in  Argentina,  Umgnay,  oud  Cliile  Is  now 
in  New  York  City  and  is  anxious  to  make  connections  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  upper  leathers  for  shoes,  all  kinds  of  shoe  find- 
ings, millinery,  furnishings  for  men  and  women,  electrical  and  sanitary  sup- 
plies, window  glass,  office  furniture,  leather  goods,  and  miscellaneous  goods. 
References  are  ofTered. 

Slates,  No.  18046. — ^A  business  man  In  India  writes  a  firm  in  the  United  States 
that  It  desires  to  receive  samples  and  full  information  relative  to  school 
slates  of  all  sizes.    This  opportunity  should  be  given  immediate  attention. 

Engines,  cream  separators,  etc..  No.  18046. — ^The  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau 
in  Chicago  reports  the  formation  of  a  new  firm  of  export  commission  mer- 
cliants.  The  members  of  the  firm  have  had  long,  active  experience  in  this 
business  and  desire  to  handle  cycle  cars,  marine  and  stationary  englnefi 
using  gasoline,  kerosene,  and  other  oil  fuels,  chums,  cream  separators, 
traction  engines,  and  lubricating  oil.    References  are  given. 

Butyric  acid.  No.  18047.- -A  business  man  in  New  York  City  informs  the  Bureau 
that  he  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a  considerable  quantity  of  butyric  acid  for 
the  purpose  of  exporting  same  to  South  America. 

Advertising  novelties,  etc..  No.  18048. — A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  the 
Bureau  that  one  of  its  customers  in  Uruguay  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  full  information  relative  to  advertising  novelties,  such  as  lithographic 
work,  calendars,  souvenirs  of  various  kinds,  rubber  ballons,  mechanical 
signs  for  show  windows,  metal  stands  and  holders  for  exhibiting  all  sorts  of 
merchandise  in  windows,  posters  for  modes,  stores,  tailor  shops,  etc.,  wrap- 
ping paper,  cords,  ribbons,  etc. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Eoom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston.  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chioago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  OfBcc  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia  Bank  Bnildlng;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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lACZ  OF  MACHINEKY  HJ  DTTTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

Commercial  Attache  Erwm  W.  Thompson  writes  from  The  Hague 
that,  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  plantations  in  the  Dutch  Indies 
have  suffered  a  great  deal  for  the  lacK  of  machinery  for  the  handling 
of  sugar  cane  and  rubber.  He  states  that  present  conditions  afford 
an  exceptional  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  of  heavy 
machinery  to  secure  orders  from  those  coimtries.  Most  of  this  busi- 
ness is  done  through  Ajnsterdam,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  ship- 
ments might  very  well  go  direct  from  New  York  to  the  principal 
East  Indian  ports. 

The  Netherlands  Steamship  Co.,  of  Amsterdam,  has  recently 
started  a  monthly  line  of  steamers  between  New  York  and  Batavia, 
Java.  [Mention  of  this  service  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
January  14,  June  19,  and  July  2,  1915.]  The  iron,  steel,  and  manu- 
factures thereof,  exported  from  Holland  to  the  Duteh  coloniflll  is 
now  worth  about  $22,000,000  annually. 

Mr.  Thompson  also  notes  that  the  Dutch  East  Indian  colonies 
have  suffered  somewhat  for  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities  for  their 
raw  products,  though  the  entire  world  has  oieen  an  eager  purchaser 
of  their  sugar,  rubber,  copra,  and  tea. 

BISE  IN  BOHEMIAN  CHINA  PRICES  PBEDICTED. 

[Consul  Wallace  J.  Younjr,  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  Austria,  July  24.] 

Because  of  contracts  that  run  until  the  end  of  the  year,  Bohemian 
china  and  porcelain  factories  have  not  yet  felt  the  effects  of  the  15  to 
20  per  cent  rise  in  the  cost  of  coal.  After  January  1  next,  however, 
new  contracts  at  higher  prices  must  be  entered  into. 

So  far  there  has  been  no  advance  in  wages,  although  such  action 
has  been  forecasted  for  some  time.  A  number  of  the  larger  plants 
making  goods  for  domestic  consumption,  which  for  several  months' 
worked  only  half  time,  now  have  enough  orders  to  keep  them  busy 
five  or  six  days  a  week.  When  these  orders  are  filled  and  the  fac- 
tories return  to  the  old  schedule  of  three  days  a  week,  then  the  ques- 
tion of  an  increase  in  the  wage  scale  will  again  come  to  the  fore. 

[With  these  coming  increases  in  the  cost  of  labor  and  fuel,  it  may 
safely  be  predicted  tliat  next  winter  the  prices  of  the  cheaper  grades 
of  china  and  porcelain  will  be  advanced. 
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TABIFF  OF  THE  FOKT  OF  BBISTOI. 

(Consul  J.  8.  Armstronx,  ]r.,  Bristol,  EngUod,  July  20.1 

The  annual  report  of  the  general  manager  of  the  Port  of  Bristol 
for  the  year  ended  April  30,  1915,  indicates  that  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  the  actual  tonnage  of  goods  passing  through  the  port. 
This  has  been  brought  about  by  the  cessation  of  trade  with  enemy 
countries,  the  diversion  of  many  ships  to  other  poi-ts  for  lack  of  ac- 
commodations, and  the  disturbance  of  regular  liner  traffic  with  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  world.  Imports  of  goods  (both  foreign  and  coast- 
wise) totaled  2,774,427  tons  in  the  twelvemonth  just  closed,  against 
2,970,410  in  1913-14;  and  exports  amounted  to  703,616  tons,  against 
788,687  tons. 

The  net  registered  tonnage,  however,  for.  the  city,  Avonmouth, 
and  Portishead  Docks  for  1914r-15  shows  a  noteworthy  gain.  This 
was  3,871,717,  contrasted  with  a  total  net  registered  tonnage  of 
2,623,425  during  1913-14.  The  increased  tonnage  of  vessels  was  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  there  were  only  8,595  vessels  as  compared  with 
9,270  vessels  last  year. 

Chief  Conunodltle*  Imported. 

The  imports  of  some  of  the  principal  commodities  during  the  past 
two  years  were,  in  long  tons: 


ArUdM. 


1913-14 


1914-15 


Articles. 


1913-14 


1914.U 


Wh««t 

Soutbem  Europe 

Nortbem  Europe 

Canada  

United  States 

South'  America 

India  aod  Persia ,. 

Australasia 

Barley 

Southern  Europe 

Asiatic  ports  on  Uedi- 
terranean 

Canada  

United  States 

South  America 

India  and  Persia 

Uaico 

Southern  Europe 

United  States 

South  America 

Oals 

Northern  Europe 


Ton*. 

421,818 
28,900 
4,687 

163,198 

158,915 
24,436 
30,352 
21,330 

227,665 
95,341 

9,496 
66,448 
40,641 


Ttmt. 
398,093 
4,313 


13,552 
110,040 
13,811 
S 
96,224 
67,948 
13,738 


217,586 
109,505 
25,267 
14,645 
27,352 
185,357 
57,368 

975 

47,838 

63,429 

6,127 

9,235 

156,  f  09 

17,569 

1,2S3 

137,957 

64,039 

1 


Oata— Continued. 
Canada 

United  States 

South  America 

Australasia 

Oilseeds 

Nortbem  Africa 

Canada 

United  States 

South  America 

India  and  Persia 

Uistant  Asiatic  ports.. . 

Flour,  meal,  etc 

Sugar 

Timber  and  wood 

Mineral  oils 

Bacon,  butter,  cheese,  and 

lard 

Bananas 

Oranges 

Relrigerated  meat 


TOKM. 

33,917 

7,870 

10,224 

39 

84,596 

18,623 

17,136 

4,388 

13,720 

22,717 

6,172 

44,343 

89,220 

172, 752 

153,849 

34,489 

a2, 941, 416 

6  258,327 

8,699 


Ibiu. 

20,223 

39,355 

10,330 

4,221 

«8,87t 

3$,6« 

384 

707 

8,501 

31,436 

10,395 

55,169 

87,386 

179,445 

168,378 

32,043 

<i  3. 063, 038 

> 299, 100 

8,034 


a  Bunches. 


tCoses. 


Although  the  total  imports  of  grains  fell  27,121  tons  below  1913-14, 
they  exceed  those  of  any  previous  year  and  formed  8.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  imports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  as  compared  with  8.3  per  cent 
in  1914. 

The  proportions  discharged  at  the  Avonmouth  and  Portishead 
docks  again  made  a  record — at  the  former  for  the  fourth  year  in  suc- 
cession. -  The  docks  office  reports  that  the  increased  tonnage  at  these 
docks  was  handled  with  difficulty  and  at  excessive  cost,  on  account 
of  the  inadequate  storing  and  working  facilities.  Owing  to  the 
pressure  at  Avonmouth,  as  much  use  as  possible  was  made  ol  Portis- 
head, and  its  capacity  was  strained  to  the  fullest. 
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BeTenne  Crom  Socks. 

The  principal  sources  of  revenue  for  the  two  years  ended  April  30, 
1914  and  1915,  were: 


Sources  of  rerenoe. 

1914 

1915 

Sources  of  reveDue. 

1914 

1915 

t3U'2,697 
435,299 
14,278 

63,534 

1558,854 

435,537 

11,091 

68,077 

Traffic  and  warehouse  de- 
partmeots 

1940,202 
4(1,543 

11,094,257 

Feeder  canal  rates 

Ofher 

60,058 

Rents  of  property  and 
lands......  ,,,. 

Total   

1,892,553 

2,227,874 

The  statement  of  accounts  of  the  Bristol  Docks  Estate  (munici- 
pally owned)  shows  that  the  total  capital  expenditures  up  to  April 
30,  1915,  amounted  to  $31,374,701.  During  the  past  year  $86,331  was 
spent  for  construction  of  dock,  shed,  granaries,  and  equipment  at 
the  Koyal  Edward  Dock  and  $i31,949  in  sheds,  granaries,  and  cold 
stores  at  the  Avonmouth  Dock. 


ELECTEIC  DEVELOPMENT  IN  SCANDINAVIA. 

[Commercial  .\ttach^  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  Hague,  Netherlands,  July  30.] 

The  most  northerly  railway  in  the  world  has  its  terminus  at 
Nar\'ik,  on  the  northwest  coast  of  Norway,  latitude  about  68^°,  130 
miles  north  of  the  Arctic  Circle.  This  railroad  runs  east,  across  the 
narrow  part  of  Norway,  and  then  southeast  through  Kjeronavare  and 
Gellivare,  which  are  the  principal  iron-ore  centers  of  Sweden ;  thence 
it  proceeds  southeast  to  Lulea,  an  important  port  on  the  Gulf  of 
Bothnia,  and  connects  at  Boden  with  the  railroad  to  Stockholm. 
Some  iron  ore  is  shipped  soutlieast  to  Lulea,  and  thence,  by  sailboats 
and  steamers,  to  German  ports  on  the  Baltic ;  but  the  inland  port  of 
Lulea,  though  in  latitude  65^°,  is  much  more  obstructed  by  ice  than 
the  more  northerly  port  of  Narvik,  in  Norway,  which  is  called  an 
"  ice-free  port."  Hence,  most  of  this  iron  ore  moves  through  Narvik, 
whence  it  is  shipped  to  both  German  and  Baltic  poiis. 

Electriflcatloii  of  Kailroad — Other  Enterprises. 

The  distance  from  Kjeronavare  to  Narvik  is  110  miles,  of  which 
85  miles  are  in  Sweden  and  25  miles  in  Norway.  The  Swedish  por- 
tion of  this  road  has  recently  been  electrified,  the  current  being  ob- 
tained from  the  Porius  Waterfall,  at  a  distance  of  about  70  miles 
from  the  railroad.  At  that  point  40,000  horsepower  is  being  gener- 
ated for  railroad  purposes  and  carried  by  overhead  wires  at  80,000 
volts.  It  is  claimed  that  the  installation  of  electric  drive  on  this  rail- 
road has  increased  the  weight  of  the  possible  train  as  much  as  40 
per  cent  and  has  increased  the  speed  50  per  cent.  The  25  miles  in 
Norway  are  still  steam  driven,  but  present  a  splendid  opportunity 
for  electrification.  The  southern  end  of  this  road,  from  Kjeronavare 
to  Lulea,  is  200  miles  long.    This  may  also  be  electrified  in  the  future. 

The  scarcity  of  coal  throughout  Sweden  and  the  abundance  of 
water  power  create  an  ideal  situation  for  an  unlimited  development 
of  electric  generation  and  transmission  throughout  the  Kingdom. 
Much  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  electric  smelting  of  iron  ores, 
and  it  is  predicted  that  before  many  years  the  shipment  of  iron  ore 
from  Sweden  will  give  place  to  that  of  pig  iron.  Some  pig  iron  is 
already  being  shipped  to  Germany  and  to  England. 
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EXFOBTS  EBOH  ABOENTINA  FOB  FIBST  HALF  YEAB. 

[BeTlev  ot  the  Rlrer  Plate,  July  9.  1915.] 

The  statistics  for  the  principal  exports  from  Argentina  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1915  to  European,  North  American,  African,  and 
Brazilian  ports  show  a  number  of  striking  variations  from  the  figures 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  previous  years.  In  the  following  table 
the  chief  exports  are  given,  by  quantities,  for  the  first  half  year  from 
1911  to  1915,  inclusive. 


Articles. 


First  6 

months  of 

1911. 


Firsts 

months  of 

1912. 


Firsts 

months  of 

1913. 


Firsts 

months  o( 

1914. 


Firsts 

months  of 

19IS. 


Wheat tons. 

Maize do... 

Linseed do. . . 

Oats do... 

Barley do... 

Cotton bales. 

Flour tons. 

Bran do... 

FoUards bags. 

Sugar tons. 

Quebracho do... 

Quebracho  extract do... 

Hay bales. 

Butler cases. 

Bides: 

Ox- 
Dry number. 

Salt do... 

Horse do... 

Skins: 

Sheep bales. 

(ioat do... 

Wool do... 

Hair : dc... 

pipes. 

caslis. 

hogsiieads. 

Beef: 

Frozen quartets. 

Chilled do... 

Hutlon,  frozen ' carcasses. 

Lamb,  frozen do... 


1,727,002 

129,081 

269,570 

438,486 

3,464 


59,266 
86,729 
121,000 


1,870,032 

1,110,004 

330,100 

744,690 

7,273 

362 

88,194 

127,901 

45,986 


2,501,853 

1,974.204 

717,352 

787,647 

31,303 

359 

61,472 

132,  S99 

162,208 


860,241 

1,250,221 

683,575 

327,804 

17,773 

241 

43.443 

117,052 

81,826 


2,378,338 

1,517,298 

603.818 

477,681 

35,387 


236,989 

35,741 

Sll.bGO 

6,807 

1,271,061 

1,200,154 

111, 158 

31,762 
2,396 
252,567 
2,271 
11,985 
101,  COS 
10,279 

f99,543 
1,033,264 
1,171,703 

501,043 


111,321 

30,1)81 
288,638 
66,078 


1,496,540 

1,559,887 

62,783 

30,492 
3,873 

267,954 
2,206 
8,852 

102,255 

2,  en 

837,511 
1,110,847 
1,011,730 

355,584 


203,047 
36,487 

292,866 
93,327 


987,479 

975,988 

75,384 

19,171 
2,651 

186,547 
2,573 
8,550 

114,984 
1,774 

777,656 

1,376.305 

621,609 

203,661 


215,316 
.14,101 

223,173 
60,175 

878,268 

1,246,028 

35,176 

19,011 
1,584 

220,667 
3,388 
6,381 

114,897 
6,886 

328,880 

2,124,676 

866,013 

379,394 


74,313 
44,713 

483.684 
37,324 
63.640 
50,737 
97,133 

115,563 


1,355,197 

1,395,707 

46,838 

19,5S3 
3,753 
211,188 
3,118 
3,551 

99,037 
3,960 

1,280,436 
655,600 
481,185 
349,856 


Average  weights  are:  1  bale  of  wool,  420  kilos;  1  bale  of  sheep- 
skins, 400  kilos;  1  bale  of  hair,  400  kilos;  1  bale  of  goatskins,  370 
kilos;  1  bale  of  hay,  50  kilos;  1  pipe  of  tallow,  400  kilos;  1  hogshead 
of  tallow,  200  kilos;  1  cask  of  tallow,  160  kilos;  1  case  of  butter,  25 
kilos.  The  kilo  is  equivalent  to  2.2046  pounds  avoirdupois. 
Destination  of  Exports. 

In  the  table  below  the  destination  of  the  chief  exports  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  present  year  is  shown.  The  amounts  sliipped 
to  several  of  the  less  important  purchasing  countries  are,  howeA'er, 
not  included. 


Articles. 

United 
Kmg- 
dom. 

United 
States. 

France. 

Italy. 

Holland. 

Sweden. 

Brasil. 

For 
orders. 

Wheat tons.. 

227,284 
197, 127 
90,530 
136.226 
3,574 
1,536 
24,795 
404,928 
31,608 

20,914 

296,933 

86,689 

877 

51,324 

414,960 

78.941 
14,093 
94,972 
3,329 

49,773 

193,135 

230,839 

9,780 

24,284 

4,200 

4,374 

£9,840 

19,888 

50,193 

8,678 

865 

183.,^ 
60 

878,166 
746,980 
80,917 
183,217 

Maize do.... 

Linseed do — 

Oats do 

63 
148,819 

Barley do 

35 

26,833 

8 

3,380 

Flour tons. . 

39,912 

73 

6,441 

I'ollards bags.. 

224 

"27,649" 

13,769 

Sugar tons.. 

4,934 
15,127 

1,851 

Quebracho do 

11,580 
$,7S7 

8,417 
6, 793 

Quebracho   extract, 
tons 

103 
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Articles. 

Onlted 
King- 
dom. 

United 
States. 

France. 

Italy. 

Holland. 

Sweden. 

BraxU. 

For 
orders. 

Hay bales.. 

97,132 

110, 135 

83,038 
202,  ()C4 

4,520 

922,081 

1,019,722 

48,338 

1,766 

3,598 

90,771 

1,088 

200 

2,530 
1,406 

Hides: 
Ox- 

140,376 
2,012 

16,416 
17,313 

9,000 
100, 171 

Salt,       do.. 

8klm: 

Sheep bales.. 

29,891 
1,545 
2,014 

40,0S1 

16,159 
61 

38,677 
07 
180 

61 

108 

122 

284 

Wool do 

28,364 

382 

70 

4,586 

084 

310 

8,533 
20 

3,043 
11 

Hair do    .. 



pipas.. 

1,287 
5;  119 
2,996 

296 

33,407 

1,430 

bogshoads 

280 
1,620 

Froien. .  quarters. . 
Chilled do.... 

1,136,523 
544,858 

420,331 
192,000 

140,677 
110,742 

54,564 
57,256 

1,296 

Uutton,  Iroten,   car- 

300 

Lamb,  froien do 

PEODXrCTION  OF  BEISTIES  IN  ETJSSIA. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  June  26.] 

According  to  a  local  authority,  Russia  is  the  chief  source  of  supply 
for  the  best  bristles,  of  which  it  furnishes  2,700  to  3,400  short  tons 
annually  to  the  world's  market,  or  about  55  per  cent  of  the  total 
supply.  The  exportation  of  such  considerable  quantities  of  bristles 
is  the  more  remarkable  since  the  number  of  swine  in  Russia  in  1913 
was  only  14,200,000,  while  the  Unitel  States  had  54,000,000.  But. 
it  is  only  inferior  swine  that  yield  large  quantities  of  bristles.  Such 
breeds  as  Yorkshire,  Hampshire,  etc.,  have  no  bristles,  while  the  wild 
swine  of  Siberia  yield  the  best  and  most  plentiful  supply. 

The  same  authority  states  that  China  takes  the  next  place  after 
Russia  in  the  production  of  bristles,  supplying  about  1,000  short  tons 
Ijer  annum  to  the  world's  market. 

Foreign  Uarkets — Kinds  of  Bristles — Organization  of  Export  Trade. 

Before  the  war  Germany  presented  the  principal  market  for  Rus- 
sian bristles.  In  1910,  of  the  total  quantity  of  bristles  imported  into 
Germany  (3,800  tons),  2,300  tons  were  of  Russian  origin,  while 
Great  Britain  imported  only  600  tons  of  Russian  bristles  in  the  same 
year. 

Russian  bristles  are  divided  into  two  principal  sorts :  "  Spine  "  and 
'•  side ''  bristles.  The  former  are  the  more  expensive.  They  are  ex- 
tracted from  the  back  of  hogs,  scalded,  and  immediately  immersed 
in  ice-cold  water.    This  process  yields  the  best  grade  of  spine  bristles. 

The  side  bristles  are  not  as  straight  or  firm  and  are  considered  in- 
ferior to  the  spine  bristles;  they  are  supplied  mostly  by  China. 

The  establishment  of  an  obligatory  standard  for  bristles  destined 
for  exportation  would  considerably  increase  the  value  of  this  article. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  trade  in  this  valuable  product  should 
be  duly  organized  and  that  the  export  trade  should  be  concentrated 
in  Petrograd,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  city,  being  a  seaport,  rep- 
resents a  center  imiting  the  commercial  relations  with  all  foreign 
countries.  A  number  of  American  dealers  have  already  endeavored 
to  purchase  direct,  but  experienced  difficulty  on  account  of  lack  of 
transportation  facilities. 
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ATJSTEALASIAH  WOOL  SALES. 

[Sydner  Morning  Herald,  Jaljr  10.] 


Owing  to  the  exceptional  circumstances  under  which  the  1914-15 
clip  was  marketed,  the  1915-16  wool  season  has  been  entered  upon 
with  about  65,000  bales  to  catalogue.  Fortunately,  this  balance  of 
the  clip  still  to  be  offered  comes  on  the  market  at  a  time  when  all 
wools  that  are  not  short,  faulty,  and  burry  to  a  pronounced  degree 
are  needed,  and  when  values  are  entirely  in  growers'  favor. 

It  has  been  the  war  that  has  sent  up  the  value  of  all  well-grown 
wools  to  a  high  level,  and  it  has  also  put  out  of  court  the  short,  burry 
wools  that  before  hostilities  commenced  were  so  economically  treated 
in  Flanders  and  other  occupied  territory.  These  carbonizing  soi-ts 
have  hung  fire  all  along  the  line  and,  if  means  can  be  found  in  neutral 
or  allied  countries  to  treat  them,  these  descriptions  may  yet  come  into 
favor  before  the  war  is  closed. 
Tast  Season's  Figures — Clearing-TTp  Sales. 

The  Australasian  wool  sales  for  the  season  that  ended  June  30  last 
did  not  reach  the  record  set  the  year  before,  being  some  435,000  bales 
less  than  in  1913-14,  and  exports  (which  include  wool  shipped  "  for 
orders")  were  390,000  bales  below  the  preceding  year's  figures.  The 
declines  were  distributed  throughout  the  Australian  markets.  New 
Zealand's  sales  and  exports  having  increased  as  the  following  sum- 
mary shows: 


Sates. 

1913-14 

U14-U 

Exports. 

1913-14 

1914-U 

Svdney •......• 

Balet. 

775,443 
34S,.-i88 
115,013 
141,  C42 
292,875 
26,543 

Balet. 
548,069 
268,457 
99,4^0 
92,349 
182,542 
22,877 

New  South  Wales 

Victoria 

Bales. 
853,104 
486,976 
152,930 
3S7.277 
64,921 
21,308 

Bclet. 
731,218 

»1,6» 

101,536 
268,120 

South  Australia 

Adelaide   ; 

Queensland 

Western  Austndia 

65,306 

17,882 

Total  Commonwealth 

Total  Commonwealth.. 

0  1,703,744 
264,884 

1,213,774 
319,920 

1,906,576 
£60,887 

1,575,6.'« 
562,014 

Total  Australasia 

Total  Australasia 

1,908,578 

1,633,694 

2,627,463 

2,137,703 

a  Includes  3,860  bales  sold  on  the  FreemanUe  market  and  not  shown  in  table. 

There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  demand  ruling  for  the  balance  of 
the  New  South  Wales  clip  that  will  be  catalogued  in  Sydney  on  the 
next  10  selling  days.  The  series  for  the  season  will  finally  close  on 
Tuesday,  July  27.  The  1915-16  season  will  probably  open  on  Mon- 
day, September  13,  which  allows  a  6  weeks'  recess  between  the  clear- 
ing of  as  much  of  the  balance  of  the  old  clip  as  can  be  sold  and  the 
inauguration  of  the  new  season.  Most  of  the  catalogues  to  be  offered 
between  now  and  the  close  of  the  series  will  be  of  a  clearing-up  char- 
acter and  will  comprise  a  considerable  proportion  of  faulty  and  burry 
wools,  together  with  some  better-class  lines  and  new  clip  from  Queens- 
land. 

The  Brisbane  Series — Sydney  Offerings. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  Brisbane  sales  [July  6]  five  catalogues 
were  submitted,  aggregating  19,854  bales.  It  was  a  fair-to-good 
selection  of  greasy  wools,  including  some  super  lines,  but  also  a 
moderate  proportion  thinly  grown  and  carrying  dust.    There  was 
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an  attractive  display  of  scoured,  a  number  of  consignments  being  of 
a  high  character,  and  the  best  that  had  been  submitted  for  some  time. 
Buyers  attended  in  full  force,  the  demand  was  strong,  and  competi- 
tion keen  on  British,  American,  and  Japanese  account.  Compared 
■with  June  rates  in  Brisbane,  good  and  medium  greasy  merino  were 
10  per  cent  higher,  faulty  and  inferior  5  per  cent  higher,  good 
scoured  10  per  cent  higlier,  greasy  lambs  on  a  par,  loclts,  pieces,  and 
broken  wools  5  to  7i  per  cent  higher. 

On  Wednesday  three  catalogues  totaled  14,663  bales.  The  greasy 
selection  was  again  fair  to  good.  A  considerable  proportion  of  the 
wools  showed  signs  of  the  adverse  season,  being  somewhat  short,  thin, 
dusty,  and  part  tender,  but,  as  compared  with  tlie  offerings  earlier 
in  the  season,  they  were  generally  drier  in  condition  and  free  from 
seed,  with  less  discoloration.  The  display  of  scoured  was  an  attrac- 
tive one  and  included  some  super  lines.  AH  but  faulty  scoureds  were 
quotably  higher  than  at  the  June  series. 

On  Thursday,  the  closing  day,  two  catalogues  and  the  balance  of 
one  offered  on  Wednesday  totaled  16,036  bales.  The  offerings  were 
similar  to  those  on  the  two  previous  days.  Yorkshire,  Japan,  and 
America  secured  the  bulk  of  the  purchases,  with  Italy  a  good 
runner-up. 

Eleven  catalogues  will  be  submitted  at  Sydney  on  the  four  selling 
days  next  week,  when  about  27,800  bales  will  be  offered. 


FOOD  PMCES  IN  SWEDEN. 

tChargd  d'Affatrcs  Jcffoi-son  Caffery,  American  legation,   Stockholm,  July   17.] 

Of  a  list  of  57  articles  of  food  and  fuel  the  average  prices  for  the 
whole  of  Sweden  were  higher  in  May  than  in  February  of  the  cur- 
rent year  for  all  but  16  items.  Eight  of  these  (i.  e.,  prepared  oat- 
meal, fresli  smelts,  salt-trimmed  cod,  unroasted  Santos  coffee,  lump 
sugar,  table  salt,  beer,  and  water-white  kerosene)  remained  imchanged 
as  to  price  in  the  two  months  named;  the  other  eight  (fresh  and 
preserved  Swedish  eggs,  fresh  deer  meat,  fresh  perch,  pike,  cod,  and 
flounders,  and  turf  for  fuel)  declined. 

As  between  Stockholm  and  Goteborg,  prices  were  consistently 
higher  in  the  capital  for  all  food  products  except  skimmed  milk, 
brown  beans,  soup  beef,  salt  pork,  certain  fresh  fish,  and  beer ;  wood 
was  also  cheaper  here,  likewise  English  household  coal  and  furnace 
coke.  The  chief  difference."  as  between  the  two  ports  occurred  in 
prices  for  bread,  which  were  considerably  lower  in  Goteborg. 


OTTAWA'S  PKOPOSED  BOND  ISSUE  FOE  PUBLIC  WOKKS. 

[Consul  O.  Gaylord  Marsh,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Ottawa,  Canada,  Aug.  14.] 

According  to  press  report  of  August  12  the  city  of  Ottawa  will 
offer  for  sale  early  in  September  debentures  to  the  amount  of 
$2,741..515  to  raise  funds  with  which  to  prosecute  public  works  and 
to  purchase  equipment.  It  is  stated  that  these  debentures  will  bear 
5  per  cent  interest  and  rim  from  10  to  30  yeai-s.  This  will  be  the 
largest  block  of  debentures  ever  offered  for  sale  by  the  city. 

The  public  works  and  equipment  to  be  provided  for  include  water- 
works, parks,  sewers,  sidewalks,  a  bridge,  a  municipal  abbattoir, 
pumps,  and  fire  apparatus. 
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JXTTE  CBOP  FOKECAST  AHD  WOBLO'S  COHSUMPTIOH. 

[Consul  E.  Haldeman  Dennlson,  Dandee,  Scotland,  July  21.] 

The  Indian  Government  jireliminary  forecast  of  the  Indian  jute 
acreage,  which  has  just  been  issued,  having  been  delayed  in  transmis- 
sion, estimates  2,365,153  acres  under  cultivation,  a  decrease  of  30  per 
cent  from  the  previous  year's  figures.  The  director  of  agriculture 
states  that  the  reduced  acreage  is  caused  through  the  low  prices 
which  obtained  during  a  portion  of  the  past  season  and  the  floods  in 
the  early  part  of  the  gi-owing  season.  The  lessened  area  represents  a 
reduction  in  the  yield  of  anout  3,000,000  bales,  leaving  a  crop  of 
7,000,000  bales  for  the  world's  requirements.  This  would  be  insuffi- 
cient were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  there  is  a  large  carry-over  from 
the  closing  season,  practically  none  of  last  season's  jute  having 
reached  the  Continent,  and  that  there  will  be  no  demand  for  supplies 
from  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Austria. 

Though  there  are  about  2,000,000  bales  remaining  from  the  old 
crop,  the  statistical  position  of  supply  is  not  a  favorable  one.  For 
the  six  seasons  ended  in  1914  the  actual  outturn  in  every  instance 
has  exceeded  the  Government  forecast,  and  the  huge  reduction  in  the 
present  instance,  it  is  thought,  may  eventually  be  reduced  to  some- 
thing nearer  the  normal  figures. 

Embargo  on  7ate-Ooods  Exports. 

The  new  Government  regulations  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
jute  goods  unless  licenses  have  first  been  obtained  for  each  shipment 
threatens  to  cause  much  dislocation  to  Dundee's  staple  trade.  The 
Dundee  Chamber  of  Commerce  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  authorities  i-esponsible  for  mafcing  this  new  regulation  in  order 
to  draw  their  attention  to  the  inevitable  result  unless  licenses  were 
to  be  immediately  granted  or  some  modification  introduced  into 
what  in  the  present  view  of  the  trade  is  an  all  too  stringent  measure. 
The  delegation  was  promised  that  consideration  would  be  given  to 
granting  every  facility  for  the  exportation  to  neutral  countries  under 
license  of  all  goods  not  required  by  the  Government.  Assurances 
were  also  given  that  the  matter  of  expediting  the  issue  of  licenses 
would  be  fully  considered.  A  large  number  of  applications  for 
South  America"  have  been  refused,  though  licenses  have  been  granted 
in  connection  with  material  in  transit  for  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 

Dundee's  production  of  jute  goods  is  roughly  estimated  at  5,000 
tons  weekly,  of  which  the  amount  exported  in  round  numbers  is 
75  per  cent.  A  local  jute  expert  has  just  been  appointed  by  the 
Government  to  handle  the  export  license  question,  but  being  a  jute 
manufacturer  himself,  great  dissatisfaction  among  the  other  manu- 
facturers has  arisen  over  the  appointment,  as  they  are  required  in 
the  case  of  each  shipment  to  disclose  the  name  of  their  customer  to 
a  person  who  is  a  competitor  in  the  foreign  markets. 

Estimate  of  World's  Consumption. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  jute  consumption  of  the  current  crop 
is  from  a  recent  Dundee  trade  circular: 
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United  Kingdom :  Baie«- 

Scotland 1, 350, 000 

England 20, 000 

Ireland 25, 000 

Total 1, 395.  OCO 

Continent : 

France 560,000 

Belgium 

Geimiiny 

Atistria-Hiingarv '. 

Norway  and  Sweden 90, 000 

Russia 250.000 

Netherlands 45.000 

Spula liM).  000 

Italy 300,  COO 

Total 1,  4?.'),  000 

America  and  otter  countries CCO,  000 

India : 

Mills 5, 000, 000 

Local 500,000 

Total 5.  500. 000 

Grand  total 8, 930, 000 


NEW  ANNTJITY  INSUEANCE  POLICY  IN  PHIIIPPINES. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent,  Manila,  June  2.] 

A  life  assurance  company  in  the  Philippines  has  instituted  a  dis- 
ability insurance  which  is  regarded  by  local  insurance  men  as  en- 
tirely novel  and  attractive.  The  policy  as  explained  by  the  company 
is  as  follows:  A  man  35  years  old  receiving  $100  monthly  sahtry  and 
desiring  to  retire  at  55  on  half  salary  may  purchase  a  20-year  de- 
ferred annuity  contract,  with  disability  feature,  to  provide  $50  pay- 
ment to  him  per  month  commencing  after  20  years  and  continuing 
during  his  lifetime.  This  policy  will  cost  $19  per  month  during  the 
20  years.  Should  the  insured  become  totally  disabled  after  having 
paid  his  premiums  for  two  years  or  more,  he  would  be  relieved  from 
paying  further  premiums  and  receive  $50  per  month  disability  insur- 
ance money.  The  policy  also  provides  for  cash  surrender  values  and 
an  option  after  20  years  of  a  fixed  amount  in  cash  or  the  monthly 
payment  during  lifetime. 

GOVEENMENT-ASSISTEO  IMMIGRANTS  FOB  AUSTBALIA. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald,  July  12.] 

The  Japanese  steamer  Kwanto  Mam  arrived  yesterday  from  Chile 
via  Melbourne,  with  220  South  American  inmiigrants.  They  have 
come  under  contract  with  the  Commonwealth  Government,  and  their 
destination  is  the  Northern  Territory.  The  immigrants  are  a  very 
mixed  lot  so  far  as  nationality  is  concerned.  They  comprise :  British, 
28;  Spaniards,  113;  Russians,  45;  Italians,  30;  Ajgentinian,  1; 
French,  1 ;  Serb,  1 ;  and  Greek,  1. 
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THE  POTENTIAL  POWES  OF  INDIA'S  PBEaOXTS-METAL  HOABDS. 

[This  statement  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  the  rapidly  awakening  in- 
terest in  India  and  its  resources  and,  in  particular,  to  several  specific  Inquiries 
relative  to  the  possible  practical  utilization  of  India's  great  store  of  gold  and 
silver.  A  very  thorough  and  systematic  treatment  of  India's  industries  and 
trade  may  be  found  In  the  recently  published  Handbook  of  India,  obtainable 
for  $1  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C.,  or  from  the 
branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerca] 

The  distinguished  English  economist,  Prof.  Stanley  Jevons,  called 
India  "the  great  sink  of  the  precious  metals,"  and  a  more  recent 
writer  has  characterized  it  as  the  money  graveyard  of  the  world." 
The  continuous,  seemingly  inevitable,  flow  of  gold  and  silver  from 
the  western  nations  to  India — a  drain  that  has  been  proceeding 
almost  uninterruptedly  for  25  centuries — forms  one  of  the  most 
unchanging  factore  in  world  economics.  It  has  resulted  in  an  accu- 
mulation of  concrete  wealth  in  India  of  astonishing  magnitude  and 
the  most  fascinating  possibilities.  Should  the  Indian  people  indicate 
a  willingness  to  devote  any  appreciable  portion  of  this  treasure  to  a 
specific  object,  the  consequences  would  be  incalculable. 

Almost  from  the  dawn  of  occidental  history  this  tendency  of  the 
precious  metals  to  move  toward  Asia  has  been  observed.  It  has  been 
the  subject  of  comment  and  complaint  since  the  time  when  the 
Carthagenians,  in  the  fourth  century  B.  C,  used  to  dispose  of  the 

fold  and  silver  that  they  procured  from  Spain  by  sending  it  to 
ndia  through  the  intervention  of  the  Tyrians.  From  Pliny,  the 
Koman  historian,  we  learn  that  in  the  first  century  of  the  Christian 
era,  notwithstanding  frequent,  unavailing  prohibitions  against  the 
exportation  of  the  precious  metals  from  the  Roman  Empire,  a  sum 
of  money  equal  to  almost  $15,000,000  was  annually  sent  into  India. 
There  were  hoards  of  gold  in  India  as  early  as  the  period  when  the 
Persian  conqueror  Darius  exacted  a  tribute  of  360  talents  from  the 
Punjab.  When  Vasco  de  Gama,  the  Portuguese  navigator,  returned 
from  his  visit  to  India  in  1497  he  carried  a  letter  from  the  Zamorin 
of  Malabar  to  the  King  of  Portugal,  in  which  this  sentence  was  con- 
tained: "What  I  seek  from  thy  countrjr  is  gold,  silver,  coral,  and 
scarlet."  And  we  find  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1600,  vainly  en- 
deavoring to  enforce  regulations  designed  to  counteract  this  flow. 
Statistics  of  Gold  and  Silver  Imports. 

There  are  some  significant  estimates  and  statistics  concerning  the 
amount  of  this  Indian  treasure  hoard.  Since  authentic  records  began 
to  be  kept  by  the  British  authorities  in  1835,  $1,500,000,000  more  of 
gold  alone  has  gone  into  India  than  has  come  out.  In  less  than  a 
century  $3,000,000,000  of  the  two  precious  metals  has  been  absorbed. 
And  these  figures  represent  merely  a  continuation  of  a  movement 
that  has  been  going  on  since  the  days  of  the  Phoenicians.  There  is 
ample  justification  for  the  belief  that,  since  the  discovery  of  America 
by  Columbus,  India  has  absorbed  one-fourth  of  the  world's  silver 
production.  Clarmont  Daniell,  of  Calcutta  University,  basing  his 
opinion  on  the  statements  of  the  monetary  writer,  A.  Del  Mar,  esti- 
mates that  in  the  300  years  between  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  and 
the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  centuries  the  gold  and  silver  imported 
by  India  from  the  West  amounted  to  $4,000,000,000, 

Sir  J.  Bampfylde  Fuller,  writing  in  1913,  shows  that  the  annual 
imports  of  treasure  in  the  last  20  years  have   rapidly   increased. 
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According  to  his  official  statistics  of  the  net  import  of  treasure,  the 
annual  averages  for  seven-year  periods  have  been  as  follows :  1889-90 
to  1895-96,  ^7,853,752;  1896-97  to  1902-3,  $37,186,200;  1903-4  to 
1909-10,  $86,211,000.  During  the  fiscal  year  1910-11  the  net  im- 
portation amounted  to  $105,982,800.  In  the  official  year  1911-12 
the  value  of  tlie  net  imports  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion  was 
$139,921,407;  in  191^13  it  was  $166,629,288;  in  1913-14  it  was 
$118,038,295.  In  June,  1911,  before  the  East  India  Association  in 
London,  Sir  James  Wilson  reported  the  net  imports  of  gold  alone 
by  India  since  1840  at  about  $1,200,000,000,  or  one-tenth  of  the  world's 
production  during  that  period. 

In  a  recent  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  United  States 
Mint  the  world's  total  gold  production  in  the  11  vears  from  1900  to 
1910,  both  inclusive,  is  given  as  $4,037,621,000.  "Of  this  India  ab- 
sorbed $433,800,000.  For  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1911,  India's 
gold  takings  amounted  to  about  one-fourth  of  the  world's  total  net 
production  for  that  year,  making  due  allowance  for  the  amount  that 
was  consumed  in  the  industrial  arts.  During  the  following  12 
months  they  amounted  to  more  than  twelve-seventeenths  of  the  entire 
production  of  South  African  gold.  According  to  the  financial 
writer  John  Grant  Dater,  it  is  predicted  that,  through  industrial 
development  and  expanding  business,  India  may  yet  reach  a  point 
where  it  will  absorb  the  entire  Transvaal  output. 

Causes  of  the  Condition — The  Constantly  Favorable  Balance  of  Trade. 

The  causes  of  this  condition  are  not  far  to  seek.  The  balance  of 
trade  has  always  been  greatly  in  India's  favor.  The  simple  habits 
of  the  people,  the  pleasant  climate  and  productive  soil  make  them  in 
large  measure  independent  of  foreign  nations  for  the  necessities  and 
for  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  The  list  of  commodities  from 
abroad  that  have  found  a  sale  in  India  Jias  been 'in  the  past  a  com- 
paratively  short  one.  The  Indian  people  have  never  found  the  mer- 
chandise of  Europe  so  attractive  as  Indian  products  are  to  European 
households.  In  most  years,  as  a  result  of  abundant  and  diversified 
crops,  which  find  very  readily  a  profitable  market,  a  heavy  trade 
balance  has  been  registered  in  favor  of  the  Indian  Empire,  and  a 
large  portion  of  this  has  always  been  settled  by  the  surrender  of 
those  stores  of  the  precious  metals,  of  which  the  indebted  nations  had 
an  ample  supply.  The  people  of  eastern  Bengal,  for  instance,  an- 
nually realize  about  10  shilling  per  head  by  the  sale  of  a  single 
product — jute — and  put  by  much  of  the  price  in  hoards  of  gold  or 
silver. 
Uses  of  the  Treasure — The  Indian  Point  of  View — Jewels. 

In  spite  of  the  disbursements  occasioned  by  famine,  the  people's 
hoards  must,  in  the  aggregate,  be  enormous.  As  long  ago  as  1864  a 
writer  (Newmarch)  had  estimated  the  amount  of  the  precious  meials 
locked  up  in  trinkets  in  India  at  the  vast  sum  of  $2,000,000,000." 
Through  all  historic  times  their  abundance  in  India  has  been  demon- 
strated by  their  lavish  use  for  purposes  of  State  and  personal  adorn- 
ment, in  the  magnificence  of  the  public  buildings  and  the  palaces  of 
the  rich  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  As  Mr.  Dater  has  said,  the  yel- 
low metal  is  treated  in  the  Orient  as  western  people  treat  gems,  rare 
paintings,  and  objects  of  art.  It  is  used  for  gorgeous  ornamenta- 
tions ;  it  passes  into  the  treasure  chambers  of  native  princes ;  in  the 
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case  of  bankers  and  traders  doing  a  large  business,  their  hoards  of  it 
serve  as  a  basis  to  their  credit  as  merchants;  persons  of  low  estate 
bury  gold  or  silver  in  the  earth  or  secrete  it  in  odd  nooks  and  crannies. 
So  highly  is  the  precious  metal  prized  that  we  read  that,  even  in  times 
of  famine,  many  have  died  of  starvation  rather  than  part  with  it. 

One  of  the  more  powerful  of  the  Indian  maharajas  has  cannon  of 
solid  gold  that  precede  him  when  he  moves;  he  has  chairs,  tables, 
beds,  and  water  jugs  of  gold  and  silver.  It  is  said  that  London 
bullion  dealers  always  carry  an  assortment  of  exquisitely  beautiful 

fold  bars,  polished  to  mirrorlike  surface,  to  supply  the  wants  of 
ndian  princes.  This  spirit  of  hoarding  affects  all  classes.  Great 
numbers  in  India  prefer  to  invest  their  savings  in  gold  rather  than  in 
other  things,  and  coins  are  converted  into  necklaces,  bracelets,  and 
anklets.  With  respect  to  the  Indian  treasures  in  precious  stones, 
there  is  no  way  of  arriving  at  an  authoritative  conclusion.  They  are 
unquestionably  immense.  One  reads  of  whole  carpets  of  pearls,  of 
the  world's  most  famous  diamonds,  of  a  shawl  of  pearls  with  an  ara- 
besque border  of  diamonds,  rubies,  sapphires,  and  emeralds,  stated  at 
least  50  years  ago  by  the  Imperial  Gazetteer  of  India  to  be  worth 
$5,000,000. 

The  Economic  Significance  of  the  Indian  Accumulations. 

The  facts  outlined  above  should  by  no  means  be  regarded  as  alto- 
gether deplorable.  Mr.  Dater  says :  "  On  two  occasions  when  large 
accessions  of  precious  metals  have  threatened  a  general  economic 
derangement,  the  insatiable  demand  of  the  Orient  has  been  an  instru- 
mentality in  equalizing  production  and  consumption  and  has  thereby 
assisted  in  the  ultimate  reestablishment  of  an  equilibrium."  One  of 
these  times  was  subsequent  to  the  explorations  and  worldng  of  gold 
mines  by  the  Spanish  in  America ;  the  second  was  following  the  gold 
discoveries  in  California  and  contemporaneous  developments  else- 
where. In  an  article  written  in  1865  Prof.  Jevons  pointed  out  that, 
in  this  second  instance,  the  gold  talcings  of  India  and  the  Far  East 
had  saved  Europe  from  a  commercial  revolution. 

An  exceedingly  interesting  speculation  is  afforded  by  the  thought 
of  what  might  be  accomplished  if  these  Indian  treasure  accumula- 
tions, which  for  so  many  centuries  have  sunk  out  of  sight  and  been 
lost  to  the  world's  exchanges,  could  be  induced  to  reappear  and  could 
be  utilized  in  the  prosecution  of  some  definite,  well-considered  plan. 
That  the  result  would  be  world  shaping  is  probable ;  that  It  would 
be  vastly  potent  is  certain. 

IGWEB  BXFSSIAN  FBEIGHT  BATES  ON  TANNXNO  HATEBIALS. 

[Consul  General  John  II.  Snodgrnss,  Moscow,  July  8.] 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  tariff  committee  a  reduced 
freight  rate  went  into  effect  from  July  1,  1915,  on  shipments  of 
tanning  materials  from  Vladivostok  to  railway  stations  west  of  Omsk. 
This  reduced  rate  is  to  be  applied  to  shipments  of  mimosa  bark  and 
quebracho  wood.  In  the  direct  Eussian-Chinese  transit  route  the  rate 
will  be  calculated  on  the  entire  distance.  For  shipments  per  pood  the 
rate  will  be  ^\  to  ^  of  1  kopeck  for  each  pood  and  verst  ($0,027 
to  $0,016  per  long  ton  per  mile).  For  shipments  in  carloads  the  rate 
will  be  jij  to  ^  of  1  kopeck  per  pood  and  verst  ($0.02  to  $0,007  per 
long  ton  per  mile). 
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IMFBOVED  CONDinonS  AT  ASCHANGEI. 

tCablegrsm  from  Commercial  AttacM  Henry  D.  Baker,  Moscow,  Aug.  20.] 

I  have  returned  from  a  visit  to  Archangel,  where  I  found  the  con- 
gestion greatly  relieved.  Probably  half  of  the  large  supply  of  Ameri- 
can cotton  accumulated  there  has  now  been  transported  to  the  interior 
textile  mills  that  bought  it.  Although  the  narrow-gauge  railroad  is 
still  reserved  for  Government  shipments,  many  private  goods,  such 
as  typewriters,  can  be  shipped  as  parcels  over  this  railroad.    Bullcy 

grivate  freight  can  go  by  river  steamers  and  barges  up  the  Dvina 
iver  and  connecting  canals  and  rivers  to  the  interior  of  Kussia. 

Under  favorable  water  conditions,  as  in  spring,  Petrograd  and 
Moscow  can  both  be  reached  in  this  way,  and  an  immense  quantity  of 
freight  has  already  been  shipped  by  this  route.  Unfortunately,  there 
is  a  scarcity  of  barges  for  water  transport,  and  the  few  forwarding 
and  shipping  agents  at  Archangel,  being  overcrowded  with  business, 
apparently  give  insufficient  time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of 
foreign  shippers  and  to  the  multitude  of  ships  arriving.  I  would 
recommend  important  American  interests  to  send  special  agents  to 
Archangel  to  assist  ships  arriving  by  assuming  charge  of  forwarding 
goods,  securing  accommodations,  and  otherwise  helping  the  move- 
ment of  American  goods. 

Conditions  should  be  exceptionally  favorable  next  spring  fpr  ship- 

Eing  American  goods,  such  as  cotton,  via  Archangel,  as  there  should 
3  enough  water  in  the  interior  waterways  for  transport  all  over 
Kussia. 

Detailed  arrangements  should  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 
Archangel  is  now  one  of  the  busiest  ports  in  the  world,  ranking 
almost  with  New  York  in  the  arrival  of  ships.  Over  100  warehouses 
and  30  piers  have  been  erected  since  last  winter  and  4  big  floating 
cranes  have  been  imported.  The  narrow-gauge  railway  will  be 
paralleled  by  the  new  broad-gauge  lin^  half-way  from  Vologda  to 
Archangel,  probably  by  November,  while  the  remaining  line  will 
be  changed  to  broad-gauge  in  the  near  future.  Ice-breakers  will  keep 
Archangel  open  till  December,  after  which  Kola  will  be  used  as  the 
winter  port.  The  railway  through  Lapland  to  Kola  is  being  rapidly 
constructed.  [The  advantages  of  Kola  or  some  other  port  on  the 
Murman  coast  were  discussed  in  Commerce  Beports  for  Mar.  19, 
1915.] 

Nearly  20,000,000  pounds  of  wheat  have  been  exported  from 
Archangel  since  May. 

Correction. 

A  report  just  received  from  Consul  General  Leo  J.  Keena,  at  Val- 
paraiso, states  that  the  Chilean  Government  derives  65  per  cent  of 
its  revenue  from  the  export  tax  on  nitrate  instead  of  35  per  cent, 
as  was  stated  in  the  report  from  Valparaiso,  Financing  American 
Trade  with  Chile,  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Alay  24, 1915. 
The  work,  Turismo  en  Chile,  from  which  the  figures  for  the  length 
of  Chilean  railroads  were  taken,  was  in  error  to  the  extent  of  10,000 
kilometers  (6,213  miles).  The  sentence  on  this  subject  should  there- 
fore read  "  The  Government  now  owns  2,425  miles  and  has  a  purchase 
right  on  811  miles  additional  of  the  total  of  5,021  miles  of  railroads 
in  the  Republic." 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFPOBTUHITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  ma;  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  branch  ofllcea.  Bequest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  mnmber  glren. 

Machinery,  No.  18049. — ^A  business  association  in  Spain  writes  a  firm  In  the 
United  States  tliat  it  wislies  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  information  rela- 
tive to  maclilnery  for  making  umbrella  frames  and  accessories;  also  a 
machine  for  making  buttons  of  all  kinds. 

Second-hand  clothing,  old  paper,  rags,  etc..  No.  18050. — ^A  firm  In  Cuba  desires 
to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  purcliasers  of  cast-off 
clothes,  rubber,  rags,  old  paper,  and  leather  remnants,  etc. 

Wire,  tin,  etc..  No.  18051. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in 
receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Argentina,  who  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  steel  wire,  tin,  and  tinfoil; 
also  tin  ingots. 

Paper-making  materials.  No.  18052. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  in  Russia  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man 
in  that  country  who  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  phosphor-bronze  wire  gauze  in  large  quantities  and  white 
cloth,  similar  to  the  samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its 
branch  offices.  Sulphate  of  aluminum  Is  also  desired.  The  man  wishes  to 
receive  offers  by  cable.  He  states  that  he  is  ready  to  pay  cash.  He  also 
desires  to  make  agency  connections.. 

Furs,  No.  18053. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
business  man  in  Argentina  who  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses 
of  American  exporters  of  raw  furs. 

Machinery,  No.  18054. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
writes  that  a  prominent  business  man  in  that  country  desires  to  establish 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  print- 
ing and  lithographing  machinery. 

Hosiery,  undertcear,  etc..  No.  18055. — A  manufacturer's  agent  in  England  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hosiery,  underwear,  gloves,  corsets,  etc. 
Reference  is  ofCered. 

Store  supplies,  No.  18056. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Africa  transmits  the 
names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  business  toen  in  his  district  who  desire 
to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Informatoln  relative  to  goods  for  department 
stores.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English. 

Pumping  outfit.  No.  18057. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands 
reports  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  is  about  to  make  a  trip  to  the 
Dutch  East  Indies,  and  desires  to  purchase  American  pumping  outfits, 
equipped  with  gasoline  engines.  The  machinery  is  to  be  shipped  to  him  in 
the  colonies.  He  proposes  to  pay  cash  against  bill  of  lading,  and  invites 
quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York  and  San  Francisco. 

Leather,  No.  18058. — ^A  firm  of  commission  merchants  in  South  America  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication 
with  American  exporters  of  flue  grades  of  leather  similar  to  the  line  of 
samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Machinery,  No.  180.59. — A  merchant  in  Africa  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  information  relative  to 
machinery  for  making  soda  water.  The  machine  should  have  an  oil  engine 
attached.  He  also  wishes  information  relative  to  a  machine  capable  of 
producing  one-half  ton  of  ice  per  day.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Oils,  automobiles,  leather,  rubber  goods,  etc..  No.  18000. — A  Swedish  firm  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  getting  into  com- 
munication with  .American  exporters  of  oils,  automobiles,  leather,  rubber 
goods,  etc. 
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Ruiier  goods,  etc..  No.  18061. — ^An  American  consular  officer  to  Switzerland 
writes  that  a  manufacturer's  agent  in  bis  district  has  requested  blm  to 
supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  of  transparent 
nipples,  garters.  Invisible  suspenders,  and  other  elastic  goods;  also  rubber 
for  jelly  glasses.  He  i.s  willing  to  purcha::e  on  bis  own  account.  Cor- 
respondence is  desired  iu  German  but  may  be  In  English. 

Steam  dredges.  No.  1S062. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  reports 
that  a  business  man  In  bis  district  wishes  to  secure  an  exclusive  agency  for 
the  sale  of  steam  dredges.  Catalogues  and  full  information  should  be  sent 
at  once.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Printing  paper.  No.  18003. — A  business  man  In  the  Netherlands  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  correspond  with  American 
manufacturers  of  printing  paper.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Packing-house  products,  fruits,  fertilizers,  etc.  No.  18064. — The  Department  of 
Commerce  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  In  Porto  Rico  who 
desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  exporters  of 
packing-house  products;  California  fruits,  canned  and  otherwise;  rice; 
textiles;  fertilizers;  etc. 

Machinery  and  stock  journals,  etc..  No.  1S065. — ^A  foreign  consular  officer  in  the 
United  States  writes  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that 
he  desires  to  receive  sample  copies  of  trade  Journate  to  l>e  used  in  promot- 
ing trade  between  the  United  States  and  South  America.  He  desires  to 
receive  Journals  devoted  to  cereals,  live-stock  breeding,  etc.,  agriculture, 
dairy  products,  automobiles  and  accessories,  electrical  appliances,  packing- 
house supplies,  refrigerating  plants,  shoe-making  machinery,  motor  boats, 
etc. 

Oeneral  agency.  No.  18066. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
is  In  receipt  of  n  letter  from  a  business  man  In  Mexico  stating  that  he 
desires  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  with  view  to  representing  them  In  South  America.  He  does  not 
specify  any  particular  line.  He  speaks  Spanish.  References  are  offered. 
He  Is  also  prepared  to  advise  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
relative  to  commercial  conditions  and  opportunities  In  South  America. 

Chrome  alum,  bleaching  powder,  etc..  No.  18067. — ^A  business  man  In  England 
desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  chrome  alum,  bleaching  powder,  bichromate  of  potash,  bi- 
chromate of  soda,  prussiatc  of  soda,  and  caustic  soda.  He  Is  prepared  to 
pay  cash  against  shipping  documents  through  his  bank. 

Boots  and  shoes.  No.  18068. — A  Arm  of  commission  agents  in  British  Guiana 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  thot  it  desires  to  be  placed  In  com- 
munication with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  boots  and  shoes 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  In  the  West  Indies  and  Venezuela.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in   Eluglish. 

yail  wire,  white  zinc  powder,  etc..  No.  18069. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Portugal  reports  that  a  merchant  In  a  Portugue-se  insular  possession  de- 
sires to  communicate  witli  American  exporters  of  square  nail  wire,  Nos. 
6-15  B.  W.  G.,  and  white  zinc  powder,  white  lead  powder,  and  baryta  In 
powder  for  the  ninnufacture  of  ceruse.  Prices  should  be  made  c.  1.  t 
destination.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  Tnited  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston,  7S2  Oliver  Building'; 
Chicago,  604  federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hiliernia  Banlc  Building;  San 
Trancisco,  SOS  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Bnildlng.  Cooper- 
atlve  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commeree;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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OBEAT  INCSEASE  DT  AME&ICAN  TOKHAGK 

Lloyds'  Register  of  Shipping  for  June  30,  1915,  a  recognized  au- 
thority, on  the  world's  merchant  marine,  which  has  just  been  received, 
shows  a  total  tonnage  for  the  world's  merchant  fleets  of  49,261,769 
gross  tons.  The  figures  cover  vessels  of  100  gross  tons  or  over  and 
do  not  include  vessels  plying  on  American  rivers,  barges,  etc. 

The  increase  in  the  world  s  tonnage  since  June  30,  1914,  virtually 
the  war  period,  is  only  172^217  gross  tons,  while  the  average  annual 
increase  for  the  10  years  up  to  June,  1914,  was  1,308,000. 

Largrer  Than  Average  Annual  Brltlth  Growth. 

The  increase  in  American  tonnage  during  the  year  has  been  524,445 
gross  tons,  or  about  four  times  our  average  annual  increase  for  the 
10  yeare  up  to  June,  1914,  and  larger  than  the  annual  increase  of 
tonnage  under  the  British  flag  (including  the  Dominions  and  Col- 
onies) for  the  10  years  up  to  June,  1914,  which  was  403,000  tons. 
The  American  increase  is  practically  made  up  of  523,361  gross  tons, 
mainly  owned  under  foreign  flags  by  American  capital  before  the 
European  war  and  transferred  under  the  ship  registry  act  of  August, 
1914.  Of  this  tonnage  333,039  gross  tons  were  transferred  from  the 
British  and  147,742  gross  tons  from  the  German  flag. 

British  tonnage  tor  the  year  increased  229,019  gross  tons,  com- 
pared with  an  average  annual  inci-ease,  as  stated,  of  403,000  tons  for 
the  10  years  before  1914. 

German  tonnage  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  753,269  gross  tons, 
while  for  the  10  years  up  to  1914  the  average  annual  increase  was 
189.000  gross  tons. 

Norwegian  tonnage  has  increased  24,466  gross  tons,  compared  with 
an  average  annual  increase  of  73,000  tons  for  the  10  years  before  the 
war. 

Japsiwse  tonns^  increased  117,682  gross  tons,  the  average  annual 
increase  before  the  war  being  95,000  tons.  ' 

Xloyd's  Statement,  with  Compariton  by  Tears. 

Lloyd's  statement  on  June  30,  for  the  past  three  years,  of  the  gross 
tonnage  of  the  world's  merchant  shippmg  and  the  change  worked 
since  June  30,  1914,  gives  these  figures ; 
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ABSITIONS  TO  EMBABGO  LIST  OF  N0BWA7. 

[Telegram  from  vice  consul  at  Cbrlstlanla.] 

Norway  embargoes  superphosphates,  Thomas  phosphate,  bone 
dust,  apatite,  and  other  crude  phosphates,  fish  guano,  whale  guano, 
casein,  aluminum  salts,  i-esin  oil,  and  wood-tar  oil. 


EZPOBTATION  OF  SKISS  FBOIE  ADEN. 

[Telegram  trom  American  consul  at  Aden.] 

American-owned  skins,  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  amount 
awaiting  shipment,  may  be  allowed  to  be  exported  on  guarantee  by 
British  consular  officer  in  America  of  the  bona  fides  of  the  consignee, 
subject  to  a  bond  to  be  executed  by  the  shipper. 


IMPEOVEMENT  IN  SITXFATION  IN  OEIBA  DISTKICT. 

[Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Celba,  Honduras,  Aug.  11.] 

Supplementing  report  of  July  7,  1915,  published  in  Commerce 
Reports  of  July  23,  1915,  on  conditions  in  the  Ceiba  district,  it  is 
noted  that  the  United  Fruit  Co.  and  associated  companies,  which  em- 
ploy half  the  labor  in  the  district,  have,  because  of  the  decline  in 
value  of  the  silver  "  sol "  or  peso,  made  all  their  pay  rolls  in  gold  and 
on  the  basis  of  the  value  of  the  "  sol "  before  it  declined  in  value. 

The  voluntary  act  of  this  company  in  refusing  to  take  advantage 
of  a  decline  in  value  of  the  local  currency  will  do  much  to  better 
conditions  in  the  district. 

With  the  arrival  of  a  shipload  of  rails  at  Tela  advance  work  on  the 
Tela  Railroad  is  again  underway,  and  the  fact  that  banana  ship- 
ments are  rapidly  becoming  normal  again  gives  rise  to  hope  that 
within  five  or  six  months  the  district  will  again  be  under  normal 
conditions. 

8504'-lS  945 
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GRAIN  ELEVATORS  FOR  AROEHTINA. 

IBevlew  of  Hirer  Plate,  July  16.] 

The  question  of  the  installation  of  an  extensive  system  of  grain 
elevators  in  Argentina  is  again  to  the  fore.  Representatives  of  a 
Canadian  firm,  accompanied  by  a  Californian  capitalist,  have  arrived 
in  Buenos  Aires  in  furtherance  of  a  proposal  made  by  them  a  short 
time  ago  for  the  erection  of  a  large  number  of  elevators  throughout 
the  cereal  zones  of  the  l{cj)ublic,  with  terminal  stations  at  Buenos 
Aires,  Rosario,  and  Bahia  Blanca.  P^rom  the  somewhat  meager  de- 
tails of  the  scheme  at  present  available  we  gather  that  the  construct- 
ing syndicate  is  prepared  to  finance  the  cost  of  the  installations  oa 
the  basis  of  payment  in  Government  bonds  at  5  per  cent  interest  and 
1  per  cent  amortization,  redeemable  in  20  to  25  years ;  also  that  it  is 
not  contemplated  that  they  should  intervene  in  the  operation  of  the 
elevators.  The  Government  would  decide  upon  the  places  at  which 
each  elevator  would  be  erected,  the  capacity  suggested  for  those  ijj 
the  rural  districts  being  1,000  tons  each.  The  three  gentlemen  re- 
ferred to  are  at  present  making  a  rapid  tour  of  the  cereal  zones  ac- 
companied by  an  official  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  specially 
deputed  to  conduct  them. 

It  is  understood  that  one  of  the  stipulations  of  the  agreement  under 
consideration  yrould  be  that  the  three  terminal  elevators  at  Rosario, 
Bahia  Blanca,  and  Buenos  Aires  would  have  to  be  completed  and 
delivered  to  the  Government  within  15  months  of  signing  the  con- 
tract. The  other  (smaller)  elevators  would  be  delivered  at  the  rate 
of  20  per  month,  after  allowing  the  time  necessary  for  the  reception 
of  the  foreign  materials  required  in  their  construction.  Incidentally 
a  special  fleet  of  steamers  would  be  chartered  to  bring  down  these 
materials  (from  the  United  States  presumably).  It  is  possible  that 
at  the  present  stage  of  the  negotiations  a  certain  amount  of  reserve 
as  to  the  suggested  terms  of  the  agreement  has  to  be  maintained.  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  none  the  less,  that  as  soon  as  the  public  interest  per- 
mits due  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  examination  of  the  scheme. 
American  Proposals. 

There  is  no  divergence  of  opinion  as  to  the  urgent  desirability  of 
introducing  the  elevator  system  in  Argentina.  Expert  authorities 
have  urged  it  for  years.  Only  two  years  ago  a  serious  proposal  was 
presented  to  the  Argentine  Government  by  a  well-known  Chicago 
firm,  backed  by  banking  houses  of  the  highest  standing.  [See  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Nov.  16,  1914.]  That  proposal  in- 
volved three  terminal  elevators  (likewise  at  Buenos  Aires,  Rosario, 
and  Bahia  Blanca)  with  a  capacity  of  30,000  metric  tons  each,  and 
150  district  elevators  of  750  tons  each.  The  scheme  allowed  for  an 
eventual  increase  to  8  terminal  installations  and  400  district  ones. 
The  then  proposing  company  desired  to  exploit  the  cereal  storage 
business  under  ample  Government  surveillance.  The  negotiations 
fell  through. 

It  transpires  that  other  proposals  are  being  submitted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, also  by  responsible  parties.  On  Wednesday  Messrs.  Alberto 
de  Ibarra  and  Enrique  L.  Jones  visited  the  Minister  of  A^culture 
to  speak  in  support  of  a  grain-elevator  proposition  submitted  by  a 
firm  in  the  United  States.    Later  the  minister  received  Dr.  Bicardo 
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C.  Aldao,  one  of  the  recently  returned  delegates  of  the  Argentine 
Government  to  the  Pan-American  Conference  at  Washington.  This 
gentleman  intimated  that  he  was  shortly  presenting  a  grain-elevator 
proposal  from  another  important  United  States  firm. 


SOUTH  ATBICA'S  PTJBCHASES  FOB  HALF  Y£AB. 

[Vice  Consal  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  July  10.] 

The  value  of  the  imports  received  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
through  the  various  channels  during  the  quarters  and  half  years 
ending  June  30,  1914-15,  was:  ' 


Quarter  ended  Jime  30— 


Imported  through— 


1914 


1915 


HaU  year  ended  June 
30— 


19U 


1915 


Cape  Town 

Port  Elizabeth 

East  London 

Dait>ati 

Lcuienco  Marques 

other  ports  and  stations 

Total 


$8,824,206 
9,771,222 
4,0S0,312 

11,S»<,312 

S,413,9Se 

714,178 


$8,658,716 
8,096,289 
3,196,196 

10,846,923 

3,122,162 

225,738 


$18,833,161 
21.261,919 

8,624  903 
23,062,573 
10,243,833 

1,480,691 


$16,285,442 
14,252,639 
5,580,319 
18,793,061 
6,406,310 
681,277 


40,662,216 


34,146,024 


84,107,084 


61,998,943 


These  figures  represent  a  decline  of  16  per  cent  for  the  quarter  and 
26  per  cent  for  the  half  year  ending  June  30, 1915. 


EEPOKT  OF  THE  SPANISH  TEEASUBY. 

(Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Aug.  3.] 

During  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1915,  the  total  receipts  of 
the  Treasury  Department  of  Spain  amounted  to  753.21  million 
pesetas  (peseta  equals  $0.20),  an  increase  of  94.83  millions  over  the 
corresponding  period  of  1914.  During  the  first  half  of  1915,  however, 
Spain  sold  204  millions  of  State  securities,  as  against  only  45  mil- 
lions in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  The  revenue  of  Spain 
for  the  period  named,  therefore,  is  549.21  millions,  which  is  64.17 
millions  lower  than  that  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  The 
chief  falling  off  is  in  the  customs,  where  the  receipts  were  47.5  mil- 
lions lower  than  last  year. 

Disbursements  during  the  first  half  of  1915  amount  to  604.07  mil- 
lions, an  increase  of  44.36  millions.  Excluding  receipts  from  sale 
of  Government  securities,  there  was  thus  a  deficit  on  July  1,  1915,  of 
55  million  pesetas. 

INCBEASED  SAIABIES  FOB  ATISTBIAN  OFFICIALS. 

[Consul  Wallace  J.  Young,  Carlsbad,.  Bohemia,  July  28.] 

As  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  certainty  of  an  early  general 
increase  of  wages  throughout  Austria-Hungary,  the  following 
translation  of  an  article  appearing  in  the  Prager  Tagblatt  for  July 
27,  1915,  may  be  quoted : 

In  the  Ministry  of  Finance  and  in  certain  provincial  offices  preliminary  stepa 
are  now  being  taken  in  regard  to  an  increase  of  salary  (Teuerungszusclilag= 
Increase  on  nccount  of  the  high  price  of  provisions)  to  continue  diirlug  the 
length  of  the  war,  which  shall  be  paid  monthly  and  which  shall  not  exceed  10 
per  cent  of  the  monthly  salary. 
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Hovnra  Canada's  itew  wheat  cbop. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  H.  Ryder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Ang.  14.) 

Dr.  C.  N.  Bell,  secretary  of  the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange,  de- 
clared to-day  that  the  railways  will  experience  no  difficulty  in  getting 
Canada's  new  wheat  crop  down  to  the  Atlantic  coast.  There  are 
plenty  of  cars  available  for  bringing  the  grain  from  the  fields  to  the 
Lake  head,  and  the  supply  of  Lake  boats  is  ample.  The  real  problem 
lies  in  the  scai-city  of  ocean  tonnage. 

More  cars  will  be  in  the  West  this  year  to  handle  the  grain  crop 
than  ever  before.  The  railways  have  all  realized  that  the  yield  will 
be  exceptionally  large,  and  consequently  they  have  taken  good  care 
to  see  that  they  have  plenty  of  cars  to  handle  the  big  rush  that  is 
sure  to  come. 
Kallway  Cars  Available. 

The  Canadian  Northern  already  has  between  16,000  and  17,000 
cars  in  the  West  and  is  steadily  gathering  in  more.  The  care  are 
coming  from  all  over  the  country.  East  and  South  in  particular. 
When  a  car  reaches  the  West  it  will  stay  there  until  it  goes  East 
loaded  with  grain  from  the  harvest  fields. 

The  cars  that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Sailway  has  in  the  West  at 
present  will  take  care  of  17,600,000  bushels  in  one  trip  to  the  head 
of  the  Lakes  alone,  and  the  officials  estimate  that  a  car  can  make  a 
return  trip  from  as  far  West  as  Eegina  (Saskatchewan  ProAdnce)  to 
the  head  of  the  Lakes  in  10  days ;  from  Manitoba  points  it  will  take 
a  day  or  two  less. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  will  have  between  12,000  and  14,000  cars 
in  operation,  and  the  Transcontinental  will  supply  at  least  2,000 
more.    The  general  manager  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  says: 

We  can  take  care  of  40,000,000  bttshels  and  handle  it  In  good  dutpe.  TVe  will 
have  from  30  to  40  per  cent  more  cars  tban  last  year.  Not  only  will  the  supply 
of  cars  be  ample,  but  we  will  also  have  a  big  increase  in  motive  power.  The 
Transcontinental  will  handle  the  crop  east  of  Transeona  and  that  will  release 
nil  the  G.  T.  P.  engines  from  the  district  east  of  there.  The  Transcontinental 
will  also  return  a  large  number  of  engines  that  we  have  loaned  them  since  they 
took  over  the  eastern  section  of  the  line.  This  will  place  us  in  fine  condition  to 
take  care  of  everything. 

J.abor  Problem — First  Car  of  Hew  Wheat. 

With  nearly  10,000  men  already  sent  out  from  Winnipeg  to  the 
harvest  fields  and  at  least  30,000  men  still  to  be  provided,  the  unem- 
ployment problem  of  the  city  has  ceased  to  exist.  There  are  hun- 
dre<ls  of  applications  for  harvest  hands  that  the  officials  are  unable 
to  fiUj  although  about  1,200  hands  per  day  are  being  supplied  from 
AVinnipeg  and  vicinity.  Along  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Northern 
Eailway  Manitoba  will  take  5,971,  Alberta  1,310,  and  Saskatchewan 
9,635,  The  Dominion  immigration  office,  which  is  supplying  men 
for  all  points  throughout  the  West,  has  been  sending  out  nearly  1,000 
men  a  day  since  Monday. 

The  first  car  of  new  wheat  reached  Winnipeg  to-day.  It  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Ogilvie  flour  mills,  and  came  via  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Eailway.  The  wheat  was  grown  on  a  40-acre  field,  about  a  mile 
southwest  of  Rosenfeld,  Manitoba.  The  field  yielded  20  bushels  to 
the  acre.    The  sample  is  No.  1  northern,  and  was  cut  August  3. 

A  wonderful  sample  of  growing  wheat  was  also  received  this 
morning  from  Stockton,  Manitoba.     The  plant  contains  41  stems, 
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averaging  54  inches  long,  and  the  heads  are  5J  inches  long.  Other 
fine  samples  of  grain  thrashed  by  hand  have  been  received  from  Mor- 
den  and  Holland,  Manitoba,  both  grading  No.  1  northern. 


STEM  COBRECTIONS  IK  READING  THERMOMETERS. 

Required  corrections  for  thermo.Tieter  readings  in  connection  with 
the  use  of  these  instruments  in  oil  distillation  flasks  have  been  worked 
out  for  several  different  forms  of  flasks  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards, 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  and  the  various  experiments  ex- 
plained in  Technologic  Paper  No.  49,  entitled  "  The  Emergent  Stem 
Correction  for  Thermometers  in  Oil  Distillation  Flasks."  The  cor» 
rcctions  are  required  because  the  stems  of  the  thermometers  project  out 
of  the  flask  into  the  room  and  thus  cause  the  readings  to  be  too  low — i 
lower  than  they  would  i-ead  if  the  bulb  and  stem  were  entirely  at  the 
temperature  oi  the  oil  vapor  around  the  bulb.  The  reading  is  im- 
portant, because  complex  mixtures  of  hydrocarbons  of  different 
chemical  composition  are  separated  into  simpler  fractions  by  frac- 
tional distillations  carried  out  between  definite  temperature  limits. 

In  the  paper  mentioned  it  is  shown  that  oil  distillation  tests  car- 
ried out  in  the  interval  200°  to  300°  C.  may  require  a  stem  correction 
of  more  than  15°  C.  (27°  F.),  and  that  different  chemists,  fractionat- 
ing the  same  oil,  will  find  quite  different  results  if. one  applies  the 
stem  correction  and  another  neglects  to  do  so. 

The  paper  also  gives  a  simple  method  by  which  the  chemist  can 
determine  the  total  correction  that  he  must  apply  to  the  observed 
reading  of  his  thermometer  to  find  the  true  temperature  of  the  vapor 
in  the  flask,  i.  e.,  the  total  correction  due  to  scale  error  and  to  emer- 
gent stem.  The  method  consists  in  reading  the  thermometer  when 
naphthalene  is  boiled  in  the  flask  and  again  when  anthracene  is 
boiled  in  the  flask.  The  boiling  point  of  the  former  has  been  found 
to  be  218°  C.  and  of  the  latter  340°  C.  The  amount  by  which  the 
ol>served  thermometer  readings  differ  from  these  two  temperatures 
gives  the  total  correction  to  the  thermometer  at  two  points  on  its 
scale,  and  corrections  at  intermediate  points  can  be  found  by  inter- 
polation. 

Copies  of  the  paper  may  be  obtained  without  charge  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 

CHEESE  PRICES  AND  STOCKS  IN  CANADA. 

[Consul  G.  R.  Taggart,  CornwaU,  Ontario,  Aug.  18.] 

The  expected  slump  in  the  cheese  market,  due  to  stocking  up 
through  high  prices,  is  here.  A  recent  offering  on  the  Cornwall 
Cheese  Board  resulted  in  the  sale  of  2,000  boxes  (82  pounds  each)  of 
cheese,  mostly  colored,  at  12J  cents  a  pound.  This  is  a  drop  of  over  6 
cents  a  pound  since  last  May. 

The  following  statement  filed  with  the  Cornwall  Cheese  Board  by 
a  Montreal  authority  gives  figures  relating  to  the  said  accumulation 
of  stocks : 

Last  year  in  E!ngland  and  New  Zealand  the  combined  stocks  were  184,207 
boxes ;  this  year  there  are  355,016.  In  Montreal  last  year  there  were  94,855 ; 
this  year  there  are  219,440.  This  year's  stocks  on  both  sides  are  hlgb-priced 
goods  and  represent  nearly  $8,000,000  tied  up  therein ;  hence,  the  present  slump 
in  the  market 
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AGRICUITITBAL  FSODITCTIOlir  IN  TASMANIA. 

(Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Bobart,  July  12.] 

The  Government  statistician  has  issued  a  preliminary  bulletin 
showing  production  of  the  principal  crops  in  Tasmania  for  the.  sta- 
tistical year  ending  June  30,  1915.  While  complete  data  is  not  yet 
available,  it  is  generally  held  that  the  hop  yield  will  not  vary  much 
from  the  1,553,937  pounds  of  last  year.  As  most  fields  are  irrigated, 
the  continued  dry  weather  in  the  eastern  and  central  section  of  this 
State  last  summer  did  not  affect  this  crop  as  it  did  the  grain  and 
fruit.  rA.lthough  the  fruit  crops  have  been  estimated  by  buyers  who 
visited  all  the  fruit-growing  districts  as  about  50  per  cent  of  the  crop 
•of  last  year,  on  the  whole  there  has  been  a  small  loss  to  the  State 
from  this  source. 

Already  about  1,200,000  cases  of  apples  have  been  shipped  to  for- 
eign countries  and  the  other  States  of  Australia,  as  compared  with 
about  2,000,000  cases  of  such  shipments  last  year,  and  it  is  thought 
that  the  total  shipments  will  approximate  1,500,000  cases.  This  large 
surplus  for  export,  with  a  predicted  decrease  of  50  per  cent  in  pro- 
duction, is  explained  by  the  fact  that  there  was  an  unusually  lar^ 
and  profitable  demand  for  apples  from  the  other  States  of  Australia 
which  caused  the  apple  growers  to  gather  and  to  market  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  total  yield.  Of  the  400,000  cases  of  apples  exported 
England  bought  practically  all,  while  last  year  England  bought 
766,000  out  of  a  total  of  894,000  cases  exported.  The  growers  of 
small  fruits  and  pears  suffered  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  apple 
growers,  but  as  the  total  production  of  these  fruits  is  small  com- 

{)ared  with  apple  production,  their  losses  do  not  materially  affect 
ocal  economic  conditions. 

General  Decrease  in  Crops. 

The  grain  crops  showed  a  decided  decrease  in  yield,  although  there 
was  a  lai'ger  acreage  this  year  than  last.  In  the  eastern  and  central 
sections,  where  the  crops  suffered  severely  from  the  drought,  the 
failure  of  crops  and  pasturage  has  worked  a  considerable  hardship 
.on  farmers,  while  the  farmers  on  the  west  and  northwest  coast,  where 
there  is  always  an  ample  rainfall,  are  enjoying  an  exceptional 
prosperity. 

Tlie  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  production  of  the 
principal  crops  for  the  seasons  1912-13, 1913-14,  and  1914-15 : 


Kinds  ot  crops. 


Wheat busheb. 

Oats do... 

Barley: 

Cape do... 

English do... 

Feas: 

Oray do... 

Blue do  .. 

Hay tons. 

Potatoes do... 


1913-13 


S30,315 
2,367,258 

385,908 


463,683 
1S3.709 

72,  au 


1913-14 


3«,736 
1,693,664 

31,811 
166,073 

166,349 
132,137 
112,068 
80,389 


U14-U 


388,053 
1,341,800 

(,6SI 
«t,147 

131,671 
74,191 
81,071 
78,907 


Season  TTnfavorable  to  Stockmen. 

In  addition  to  tliese  heavy  Ipsses  in  crop  production,  the  past  sea- 
son was  also  unfavorable  to  stockmen.  Their  losses  can  be  appre- 
ciated by  giving  the  number  of  stock  as  recorded  on  June  30,  1913, 
1914,  and  1915: 
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Kinds  of  stock. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

HorsM              • 

44,039 

222,181 

1,882,669 

49,152 

43,941 

205,743 

1,745,356 

37,990 

42,232 

176,524 

1,674,845 

34,960 

Cattle    III 

Sheen 

pis.:":":::™™ri;;i.i;i;iii.ii..!"!rr"".. .;.".. .::.;:; 

Drongbt  Cheeked  Development  of  Trade. 

The  two  years'  drought  has  decreased  the  purchasing  power  of 
farmers  in  large  sections  of  the  State,  and  has  caused  a  check  in  the 
former  rapid  development  of  trade.  Fortunately,  during  the  x)ast 
few  months  heavy  rains  have  been  reported  from  all  the  dry  sec- 
tions, and  it  is  now  considered  that  there  has  been  sufficient  rainfall 
in  most  sections  to  guarantee  the  next  crops  and  also  remove  all  fear 
{is  to  a  shortage  of  pasturage.  Farmers  are  therefore  now  more 
hopeful,  and  are  cultivating  large  areas  in  expectation  of  large  yields 
at  remunerative  prices. 


AUENS  AT  HASBIN— MTTNICIPAL  EXPENDITUEES. 

[Consul  Charles  K.  Moscr,  Ilarblo,  China.] 

During  1914  the  British  and  German  Governments  ratified  agree- 
ments with  the  Bussian  Government  whereby  their  subjects,  by  pay- 
ing the  same  dues  and  taxes  as  Russian  subjects,  were  entitled  to  buy 
and  lease  land  on  long  terms  in  Harbin,  and  to  have  a  vote  in  the 
municipal  elections  and  a  seat  in  the  municipal  council  on  an  equality 
Avith  Bussian  subjects.  The  war  abrogated  for  the  time  the  agree- 
ment as  related  to  German  subjects;  but  the  agreement  holds  good 
with  reference  to  British  subjects,  and  the  latter  are  enjoying  at  pres- 
ent privileges  which  the  subjects  of  other  nationalities  do  not  have. 
There  are  3  American  firms  established  in  the  municipality  and  11 
British  firms.  The  American  firms  can  not  hold  land  at  present,  nor 
own  buildings,  nor  have  a  voice  in  the  government.  German,  Aus- 
trian, and  Turkish  subjects  and  firms  have  been  ousted  from  the 
entire  area  of  the  railway  territory  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Below  is  a  table  of  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  Harbin  mu- 
nicipality for  1914,  with  some  tentative  estimates  for  1915 : 


Items. 


KEVCNTJES. 

Land  tax 

Commercial  and  Industrial  tax.. 

Vehicle  and  dog  tax : 

Mlscellancou-;  taxes 

Kcvonue  from  municipal  prop- 
erty  

Kcvenuo  from  municipal  enter- 
prises   

licfunds  of  ox  pcnditurej 

Miscellaneous  revenues 

Proceeds  of  pood  tax  on  goods 
imported  and  exported 

Berenuc  from  capital  invested... 

Total 

EXPENDnUBES. 

Expenses  of  the  town  council  — 
Municipal  jail 


1914 


;70,196 

120,922 

1,674 

14,42U 

34,865 

94,346 
3,993 
1,457 

33,732 
13,760 


3W,337 


Esti- 
mates 
for  1915. 


873,2*2 

110, 4TS 

l.So4 

10,9<J3 

37,610 

101,529 
3,474 
1,64S 


3>2,870 


66,323 
2,284 


72,S91 
2,461 


Items. 


ExrENDiTCBEs— continued. 


Municipal  police 

Fire  ttepartment 

Municipal  Improvements 

Muriiei;)al  eatcrpriios 

Ediicatlun 

Upkeep  of  night-rc(u?o  house 

Medical,  sanitary,  and  veterinary 

dspartnionts 

Interest  on  debts 

Miscellaneous 


Total    ordinary     expendi- 
tures. 


Extraordinary  expenditures  . 
Payment  of  debts 


Total  expenditures. 


1914 


S25.03S 
22.033 
3«,142 
35,105 

42.  sr)< 
2,464 

CO,  483 
10.00) 
13, 44) 


TO.8,R55 

ir,32i 

1,41(1 


Esti- 
mates 
for  1915. 


124,617 
22.807 
47,073 
35,38.5 
44.644 
3,043 

57.493 
12,02! 
M37 


331,176 
27,617 
2S,19» 


327,597  3!«,989 
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CAHADIAN  FRTJIT  CBOM. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Aog.  16.] 

According  to  the  report  issued  by  the  fruit  commissioners  branch 
of  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture,  rainfall  has  been  ex- 
cessive in  British  Columbia,  has  interfered  to  some  extent  with  the 
marketing  of  small  fruits,  and  has  induced  the  development  of  apple 
scab.  Nevertheless,  conditions  on  the  whole  have  improved  since  the 
middle  of  July. 

The  apple  crop  of  the  Okanagan  Valley  is  estimated  at  85  per  cent 
of  the  yield  of  1914,  The  Kelowua  district  will  have  about  90  per 
cent  of  last  year's  crop,  with  a  lighter  average  (about  70  per  cent) 
on  old  trees.  The  deficiency  will  be  made  up  by  young  orchards, 
from  which  a  good  crop  is  expected.  The  lower  Okanagan  (Peach- 
land,  Summerland,  and  Penticton)  promises  a  slight  increase  over 
last  year.  In  the  Vernon  district  apples  are  being  affected  quite 
extensively  by  the  scab,  and  consequently  considerable  fruit  will  not 
be  packed  commercially.  Kootenay  Valley  reports  are  very  prom- 
ising, and  a  fair  crop  will  probably  be  harvested.  The  scab  is 
fairly  general  in  this  section. 

BrlUsh  Columbia  Fears  and  Pining — Peaohe*  Show  Increaw. 

Very  favorable  reports  on  pears  are  being  received  from  British 
Columbia.  The  latest  statement  reports  a  crop  about  25  per  c«it 
larger  than  in  1914,  with  an  estimated  production  of  35,000  crates. 

The  total  yield  of  plums  in  the  same  Province,  according  to  the 
report  issued,  will  be  about  90  per  cent  of  that  last  year.  There  is 
not  a  heavy  set  of  fruit,  but  it  is  sizing  up  well  and  is'of  fine  quality. 

British  Columbia  peaches  and  apricots  show  a  considerable  in- 
crease over  last  year.  In  the  southern  Okanagan  there  has  been  much 
"  leaf  curl "  among  Elbertas,  which  will  yield  a  lighter  crop  than 
other  varieties.  Crawf ords  reported  a  full  crop  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Okanagan  Valley. 

Apple  Sltnation  in  AnnapoUg  Valley — Tlie  Crop  in  Ontario  and  Quebee. 

The  most  distinct  feature  in  the  apple  situation,  so  far  as  the  rest 
of  Canada  is  concerned,  is  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
Annapolis  Valley.  The  May  report  from  Fova  Scotia  indicates  a 
crop  approaching  2,000,000  barrels,  and  even  one  month  ago  this 
report  was  sustamed.  Since  then,  however,  the  fruit  has  dropped 
heavily.  This,  in  conjunction  with  imfavorable  weather,  the  develop- 
ment of  apple  scab,  and  the  ravages  of  the  canker  worm,  have  so  re- 
duced the  total  crop  that  it  is  now  not  expected  greatly  to  exceed 
1,000,000  barrels. 

The  Ontario  crop  is  uniformly  light,  particularly  in  western  On- 
tario and  on  the  late  varieties.  East  of  Toronto  conditions  are 
fairly  satisfactory,  and  it  is  particularly  noticeable  that  the  crop  in 
this  district,  while  not  a  heavy  one,  is  reported  to  be  clean  and  of 
good  quality.  Between  Toronto  and  Hamilton  the  yield  will  be  the 
lightest  for  several  years.  In  the  Niagara  district  conditions  are 
even  less  favorable  than  in  June;  the  present  estimate  is  about  40 
per  cent.  In  eastern  Ontario  the  quality  is  excellent,  and  the  crop  is 
about  50  per  cent  normal. 
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The  Abbottsford  district  in  Quebec  suffered  heavily  from  hail  on 
July  12  and  14.  The  apple  crop  on  the  west  side  of  Yamaska  Moun- 
tains is  reported  to  be  practically  ruined  for  packing  and  shipping, 
except  in  a  very  small  way.  This  will  have  a  very  serious  effect  on 
the  growers'  returns  for  this  season.  Less  injury  was  done  on  the 
south  side  of  the  mountain.  Elsewhere  in  the  Province  of  Quebec 
the  apple  situation  is  slightly  more  favorable  than  in  June.  The 
fruit  is  generally  clean  and  of  good  size,  but  the  yield  will  not  aver- 
age more  than  30  to  40  per  cent  of  a  full  crop. 

Cheny  Crop  la  KiaKara  District — Grapes  and  flams. 

The  cherry  crop  in  the  Niagara  district  is  practically  all  harvested. 
The  size  and  quality  have  been  generally  above  the  average,  al- 
though some  of  the  late  varieties  were  reduced  in  quality  by  the 
cherry  worm.  In  badly  infested  orchards  the  fruit  was  not  har- 
vested. Many  growers,  however,  did  not  destroy  this  fruit  and  its 
appearance  on  the  market  interfered  in  some  instances  with  the  sale 
of  better  goods.  As  a  rule,  good  fruit  sold  at  satisfactory  prices,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  canners  handled  less  than  usual.  The  crop 
was  well  distributed,  and  the  market  was  at  no  time  overstocked. 
In  spite  of  the  severe  frost  injury  to  OTapes  in  May,  the  Niagara 
crop  will  be  about  60  to  75  per  cent  of  normal.  The  fruit  has  set 
well,  is  developing  rapidly,  and  is  of  good  quality.  Concords  are  a 
fair  crop,  and  Wordcns  are  heavy.  Niagara,  Lindley,  and  Moore's 
Early  will  probably  be  less  than  last  year.  Hail  damaged  the  grapes 
in  a  few  localities. 

The  plum  crop  in  Niagara  is  generally  fair,  especially  for  the  Jap- 
anese varieties,  which  in  mamr  cases  are  overloaded.  The  blue  va- 
rieties, such  as  Bradshaw,  Monarch,  and  Grand  Duke,  have  been 
thinned  out  by  heavy  dropping,  but  plenty  of  fruit  still  remains  on 
the  trees.  There  will  also  be  a  plentirul  crop  between  Hamilton  and 
Toronto.    The  green  varieties  are  rather  light. 

Fair  Crop  of  Excellent  Peaches — Tomatoes  and  Raspberries. 

The  Niagara  peach  crop  is  now  reaching  maturity,  and  shipments 
have  already  been  made  to  the  large  markets.  A  considerable  quan- 
tity of  the  fruit  has  fallen,  but  sufficient  has  been  left  on  the  trees  to 
give  a  fair  crop.  The  quality  and  size  are  good,  as  the  trees  are  not 
too  heavily  loaded.  Conditions  are  not  as  favorable  in  orchards  that 
were  left  unsprayed  last  year  and  were  attacked  by  leaf  curl. 

There  is  a  much  lower  average  of  tomatoes  in  Ontario  this  year 
than  usual,  and  the  crop  will  be  late  in  maturing.  In  spite  of'  the 
frost  the  fruit  is  ripening  well  and  the  yield  will  be  good.  Heavy 
rains,  however,  will  have  a  bad  effect  if  they  do  not  soon  cease. 
Last  week  the  heavy  rains  had  a  more  or  less  serious  effect  on  late 
raspberries.  In  addition  to  many  of  them  having  been  knocked  off 
the  bushes,  the  rain  penetrated  what  remained  and  large  numbers  of 
them  were  left  colorless.  At  the  same  time  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  pickers  to  get  out  into  the  berry  patches,  particularly  alter  the 
heavy  downpour  on  August  10,  owing  to  the  sagging  character  of  the 
ground,  except  on  high  land.  Keports  indicate  that  growers  lost 
considerable  money  on  raspberries  last  week.  Early  berries  were 
plentiful  this  j'ear,  and  the  season  was  nearly  over  before  the  worst 
storms  visited  the  Niagara  district. 
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I]n)irST£I£S  OF  BAGDAD  AND  HOSDI.. 

[Consul  Charles  F.  Brlssel,  Bagdad,  Turkey,  May  10.] 

The  occupations  in  which  the  people  of  Bagdad  and  vicinity  are 
engaged  may  be  divided  into  three  classes — those  incidental  to  life  in 
the  cities  and  towns;  the  agriculture  and  cattle  breeding  which 
engage  the  attention  of  the  people  and  tribes  living  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Divanieh,  Samawa,  Shamieli,  Hindieh,  Kerbala,  Diem, 
Hillah,  and  Azizieh ;  and  the  breeding  of  sheep  and  camels,  combined 
with  agriculture,  among  the  Bedouins  or  nomad  tribes,  chief  among 
whom  are  the  Eneza  and  Shammer  tribes.  Some  of  the  city  dwellers 
are  employed  by  the  Government,  while  others  are  owners  of  lands 
or  other  properties  from  which  they  derive  an  income,  and  still 
others  are  merchants  or  farmers.  The  second  class  mentioned  includes 
some  who  live  in  huts  made  of  reeds  or  mud  and  othets  who  fre- 
quently move  from  place  to  place  and  live  in  black  tents  made  from 
tiie  hair  of  animals. 

The  city  of  Bagdad  consists  of  more  than  30,000  houses,  5,000  shops, 
208  khans,  235  coffeehouses,  325  gardens,  145  mosques,  16  schools,  40 
takyas  (convents  of  dervishes),  50  shrines,  5  printmg  establishments, 
6  churches,  6  synagogues,  and  30  baths,  together  with  other  private 
and  public  buildings.  The  population  of  the  Bagdad  district,  in- 
cluding the  nomad  and  settled  Arabian  tribes  and  other  imregistered 
tribes,  is  estimated  at  850,000.  The  greater  number  of  the  inhab- 
itants are  Arabs  (amon^  whom  may  oe  included  the  native  Chris- 
tians) ,  the  remainder  bemg  Kurds  and  Turks.  The  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  are  Mohammedans,  and  the  rest  are  Jews  and  Chaldean, 
Syrian,  and  Armenian  Christians. 

The  general  languages  of  the  district  are  Arabic  and  Turkish. 
Persian  and  the  Kurdish  language  are  also  to  be  heard  there.  The 
climate  of  Bagdad  during  the  summer  is  very  hot  and  dry,  the  sum- 
mer heat  varying  from  104°  to  118°  F.  in  the  shade.  The  winters  are 
generally  mild,  but  the  thermometer  has  registered  as  low  as  28°  to 
30°  F. 

Xocal  Hannfaetures  of  Bagdad. 

The  local  manufactures  of  Bagdad  are  silk  "  izars "  or  women's 
wraps,  which  are  universally  worn ;  "  abas  "  or  native  cloaks  for  men, 
and  other  cotton  and  silk  embroideries,  as  well  as  copper,  gold,  and 
silver  articles.  At  a  place  called  Mandeli,  68  miles  northeast  of  Bag- 
dad, rich  crude  oil,  oitumen,  and  salt  mines  are  reported  to  exist. 
Great  varieties  of  fruit  and  vegetables  are  very  plentiful  in  the  Bag- 
dad district. 

About  5  miles  above  Hillah,  on  the  opposite  or  left  bank  of  the 
Eui^hrntes,  is  a  series  of  artificial  mounds  of  enormous  size,  and  there 
is  another  lofty  mound,  thought  to  be  the  "hanging  gardens"  of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  The  bricks  used  were  made  from  the  soil  of  tlie 
country,  in  many  parts  an  excellent  clay.  The  ruins  of  the  edifices 
that  were  constructed  from  these  bricks  are  now  the  quarries  from 
which  the  modern  Arab  obtains  the  material  for  his  home.  The  most 
striking  is  the  vast  ruin  which  is  regarded  as  the  Tower  of  Babel, 
about  6  miles  southwest  of  Hillah. 
features  of  Uosnl  Trade  and  Its  Besonrces. 

Mosul,  which  is  about  400  miles  north  of  Bagdad,  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Tigris,  is  celebrated  for  the  manufacture  of  various  kinds 
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of  earthenware,  such  as  water  basins,  bowls,  etc.  It  also  specializes 
in  the  manufacture  of  silk  and  cotton  goods.  These  goods  are  ex- 
ported to  places  in  the  vicinitj^.  There  are  many  marble  quarries 
around  the  cityj  the  product  being  used  on  a  large  scale,  while  a  con- 
siderable quantity  is  shipped  to  Bagdad.  There  are  also  six  springs 
of  sulphur  and  other  mineral  waters,  quicltsilver,  two  rich  crude 
petroleum  fields,  and  three  coal  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Mosul. 
There  are  other  rich  oil  fields  in  Gayara  and  at  another  place  near 
the  town  of  Kerkook,  both  in  the  Mosud  vilayet. 

Mosul  contains  34  quarters,  comprising  9,106  houses,  2,852  shops, 
17  baths,  34  khans,  110  commercial  houses,  62  coffee  houses,  266 
flour  mills,  56  mosques,  11  dervishes'  convents,  31  gardens,  20 
churches,  25  marble  quarries,  8  monasteries,  and  various  other  build- 
ings. The  male  population  of  the  whole  district,  according  to  the 
omcial  census  of  1913,  was  193,848,  of  which  182,900  were  Moslems 
and  10,800  Christians  and  Jews.  The  majority  of  the  people  speak 
the  Arabic  language,  the  rest  speaking  Kurdish.  The  Turkish  lan- 
guage also  is  understood. 


FOSEiair  VESSELS  ADMITTED  TO  AUEBICAlfr  BEaiSTBT. 

During  the  week  ended  August  21,  1915,  there  were  admitted  to 
American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18, 1914,  3  vessels,  freight 
steamers,  of  a  total  tonnage  of  7,268  gross,  as  follows:  Genesee,  2,899 

S'oss,  formerly  Danish  Finland.     Maumee,  2,509  gross,  formerly 
anish  Djursland.    Winneconne,  1,860  gross,  formerly  Danish  Hoff- 
land. 

All  the  above-named  vessels  are  now  owned  by  the  American  Trans- 
Atlantic  Co.  (Inc.),  New  York,  N.  Y. 


VMMto. 

Oroas. 

Total,  7ul7 1, 1915,  to  Aug.  21. 1915 

11 

148 

36,401 

Total  flsol  year  ended  June  30, 1915 

523,361 

Grand  total .............••■•■•..••••..........■■■..•.•....••••........ 

159 

550,763 

EXPEBT  ACCOUNTANTS  IN  FETBOQBAD. 

[Consul  North  Wlnship,  Petrograd,  Russia,  July  14.] 

An  English  firm  of  "  chartered  accountants  "  [the  name  of  which 
maj  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices;  refer  to  file  No.  64367]  has  established 
offices  in  Petrograd.  This  concern  makes  a  specialty  of  inspecting 
books  and  accounts  for  business  houses,  agencies,  etc.,  and  should  be 
of  special  interest  to  American  firms  having  Russian  agents,  since  it 
can  send  in  certified  reports  monthly,  yearly,  or  as  the  different  firms 
desire,  of  the  transactions  and  accounts  of  their  agencies.  It  is  a 
well  established  London  concern,  with  branch  offices  in  Cardiff,  New 
York,  Chicago,  Habana,  Mexico  City,  Montreal,  Vancouver,  Buenos 
Aires,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Tucuman,  Johannesburg,  Bulawayo,  Cape 
Town,  Salisbury,  Batavia,  and  Surabaya,  Java.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  is  in  charge  of  the  Petrograd  branch. 
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AIX  lA  CHAPEIIE  DISTEICT'S  TEXTHE  CHANGE. 

[Consul  Ucnry  C.  A.  Damm,  Ali-Ia-Cliapelle,  Germany,  July  28.] 

Muenchen-Gladbach,  a  town  in  this  consulai-  district,  is  one  of  the 
centers  of  the  cotton  textile  industries  in  Germany.  Because  of  the 
war  this  industry  has  been  compelled  to  undergo  reorganization. 
The  increasing  cost  of  the  raw  material  and  changes  in  the  labor 
force  have  naturally  brought  about  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. The  demand  for  the  coarser  grades  of  yarns  and  textiles 
has  continued  good  since  the  beginning  of  tlie  war,  but  the  demand 
for  the  finer  grades  has  fallen  oiF. 
Order  Limits  Mannfacture  of  Cotton  Goods. 

An  order  limiting  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  applies  to  these 
articles,  which  can  not  be  manufactured  after  August  1 : 

Material  for  undem-ear,  bedding,  and  dress  goods,  whatever  the  process  ot 
manufacture,  employing  yams  under  No.  10  and  above  No.  32  English. 

Material  for  table  and  kitchen  use,  such  as  tablecloths,  napkins,  towels,  and 
dust  clotha 

Fancy  yams  and  weaves,  ns  material  for  embroidery,  laces,  veils,  velvets,  and 
plushes. 

Material  for  house  furnishing  and  for  decorative  purposes,  as  covers  for  mat- 
tresses, beds,  walls,  and  fumlture,  as  well  as  all  kinds  of  curtain  material. 

Material  for  technical  uses,  ns  bags,  sacks,  belting,'  rope,  twine,  and  cheese- 
cloth. 

Articles  made  of  yarns  No.  60  and  above  do  not  come  under  this 
prohibition.  The  prohibition  does  not  affect  articles  manufactured 
from  raw  material  or  half-finished  products  imported  into  Germany 
after  June  15,  1916.  Should  public  interest  demand  it,  special  dis- 
pensation may  be  granted  in  individual  cases  by  the  authorities. 
This  applies  particularly  to  the  manufacture  of  articles  used  for 
technical  purposes, 
local  Cotton  Industry  Affected  by  Order. 

As  the  production  of  the  coar.ser  grades  of  yarns  is  a  specialty  of 
the  Muenchen-Gladbach  cotton  industry,  it  will  be  seriously  affected 
by  the  prohibition.  However,  as  the  mills  are  permitted  to  finish  up 
contracts  for  yarns  which  had  been  entered  into  before  the  order  was 
published,  they  will  be  kept  busy  for  some  time  to  come,  as  it  is 
thought  that  the  contracts  were  large.  The  weavers  are  permitted  to 
work  up  such  yarns  even  after  August  1. 

When  these  supplies  are  exhausted  the  spinners  and  weavers  must 
turn  their  attention  to  the  manufacture  of  articles  not  covered  by  the 
prohibition.  Large  Government  orders  ai-e  anticipated,  and  ap- 
parently the  manufacturers  view  the  future  with  confidence. 

The  prices  of  yarns  now  prevailing  at  Muenchen-Gladbach  are : 

Water  yarns,  f.  o.  b.  mill,  per  English  pounds — Best  quality.  No.  12,  $0,388; 
No.  10,  $0,392;  No.  20,  $0.40;  No.  24.  $0.41;  No.  30,  $0,424;  good  medium  quality. 
No.  12,  $0,383;  No.  IC,  $0,388;  No.  20,  $0,395;  No.  24,  $0,405;  No.  30,  $0,419; 
poorer  quality.  No.  12,  $0.378 ;  No.  IC,  $0.383 ;  No.  20,  $0.39. 

Warps,  sized,  f.  o.  b.  mill,  per  English  pounds — Good  medium  grade.  No.  16, 
$0,417;  No.  20,  $0,424;  poorer  quality,  No.  16,  $0,412;  No.  20,  $0,417. 

Cops,  American,  per  J  kilo  (1.10  pounds) — Best  quality.  No.  12,  $0,426;  No.  16, 
$0.43;  No.  20,  $0,438;  No.  24,  $0,447;  good  medium  quality.  No.  12,  $0,421;  No. 
IG.  $0,420;  No.  20,  $0,433;  No.  24,  $0,442;  poorer  quality.  No.  12,  $0,417;  No.  16, 
$0,421;  No.  20,  $0,428. 

Cops,  East  Indian,  per  J  kilo  (1.10  pounds)— la  quality,  4-6's,  $0.38;  8's, 
$0,383;  10' 8,  $0,387;  12's,  $0.39;  lla  quaUty,  4-6*8,  $0,377;  8'B,  $0,378;  lO's, 
$0,382;  12s,  $0,385. 
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FOREIGN  TBADE  OFPOSTUHITIES. 

IWbeTe  addresses  are  omitted  tbej  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  branch 

ofllces.] 

Pianos,  No.  18070. — ^A  piano  dealer  In  Peru  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  form  business  connections  with  American  manufacturers 
of  medium  priced  upright  pianos  which  may  be  retailed  at  about  $300. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.  Illustrated  catalogues,  together  with 
full  information,  should  be  sent  at  once.  The  customs  duty  on  upright  pianos 
Is  18  cents  per  kilogram,  gross  weight,  the  shipping  case  being  included. 

IfOfclties,  perfumery,  etc..  No.  18071. — ^A  Portuguese  firm  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  about  $300  worth  of  toys,  novel- 
ties, and  perfumery.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  French.    Banis  references  are  given. 

Office  supplies,  No.  18072. — ^A  firm  in  Switzerland  writes  an  American  consular 
oflicei'  that  it  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
office  supplies,  including  adding  machines,  etc.  Correspondence  is  preferred 
in  German. 

Merchandise,  No.  18073. — An  American  consnlar  officer  In  Russia  writes  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  general  merchpudise.  He  desires  catalogues 
and  full  information  at  once. 

Riding  spurs,  No.  18074. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Honduras  reports 
that  a  business  man  in  his  district  will  soon  be  in  the  market  for  riding 
spurs  with  rowel  g  inch  to  i  Inch  in  diameter.  Samples,  price  lists,  and  full 
Information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b. 
New  Orleans  or  New  Yorlc.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Medium 
priced  goods  are  desired. 

llacMnerti,  No.  18075. — The  managing  director  of  a  firm  In  Eiigland  writes  that 
he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  Information  from  American  manu- 
facturers of  machinery  for  making  silica  brick.  Quotations  should  be 
made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Prices  should  be  stated  In  English  currency. 
Bank  reference  is  given. 

Electric  transmission  posts.  No.  18076. — ^A  supply  company  in  Honduras  writes 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  receive  prices  and  descrip- 
tive catalogues  of  electric  steel  trnnsmlsslon  posts.  The  maximum  height 
of  the  posts  should  l>e  30  feet.  Weights  should  be  indicated  and  quotations 
should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  New  Orleana 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  18077. — An  agricultural  association  in  Russia  In- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  it  Is  interested  in  agricultural 
machinery  and  tools,  fertilizers,  hemp  twine,  sacks,  etc.  Communications 
may  be  In  English. 

Wire,  No.  18078. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  India  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  company  In  bis  district  which  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  ungaivanized  wire  for  making  nails  from 
6  to  18  gauge.  Quotations  are  requested  c.  1.  f.  destination  in  100-ton  lots. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Copper  and  iron  mines,  etc..  No.  18079. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Greece  re- 
ports that  a  business  man  in  his  district  Is  desirous  of  communicating  with 
American  firms  which  may  be  Interested  in  purchasing  mines  of  copper, 
iron,  manganese,  etc.  The  man  states  that  be  is  in  a  position  to  represent 
such  bnyera    Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 

Safety  matches.  No.  1S080.— A  merchant  In  Honduras  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  secure  prices  and  samples  of  safety 
matches.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  New  Orleans. 
The  matches  must  be  such  as  will  resist  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere 
In  that  country. 
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Furs,  horse  hatr,  etc..  No.  18081. — A  business  man  In  Rassta  has  requested  an 
American  consular  oUicer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
importers  of  furs,  borse  hair,  etc.  He  desjires  to  act  as  a  commts^on  or 
buying  agent  lie  states  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  this  business  for  20 
years.    Keferences  are  offered.    Corrcsijondence  may  be  In  English. 

WooJ,  No.  1S0S2. — An  association  of  commerce  in  Portugal  has  requested  an 
American  consular  ofBcer  to  secure  prices  on  large  quantities  of  combed 
wool  similar  to  the  sjimple  (refer  to  file  No.  G-H9(i),  which  may  be  examiuej 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  desti- 
nation. 

Incandescent  lamps.  No.  1S0.S3. — A  firm  In  Serbia  informs  an  .American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  Incandescent  lamps 
for  ordinary  »ise.  Catalogues  and  full  Information  should  be  sent  so  that 
orders  may  be  placed  by  cable.  Correspondence  should  be  in  German  or 
Ftench. 

Boots  and  shoes.  No.  1S0S4. — A  traveling  salesman  In  France  writes  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  boots  and  shoes  for  women.  Corresiwndence  may  be  in 
English. 

Steamer,  etc..  No.  18085.— The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is 
in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business  man  la  Cuba  who  desires  to  receive 
estimates,  photograplis,  plans,  and  full  information  relative  to  a  complete 
steamer.  The  steamer  should  be  20  feet  wide,  110  feet  long,  a  depth  of  11 
feet,  and  7  feet  at  the  bow  Une,  with  three  or  four  rooms,  equlpiied  with  a 
240-hor8epower  crude  petroleum  engine,  with  a  speed  of  15  miles  per  hour. 
He  desires  estimates  on  both  a  wooden  and  Iron  vessel.  The  man  also 
wishes  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of 
buttons,  buckles,  hooks,  trousers  for  men,  window  and  door  sashes,  glass, 
mirrors  for  furniture,  laces  and  embroideries,  etc. 

Construction  material,  No.  18086. — ^A  firm  In  an  Insular  possession  writes  the 
bureau  that  it  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  nails,  steel  joists,  etc.  The  firm  states  that  it 
is  ready  to  open  confirmed  bank  credits  in  New  York  for  payment  against 
documents. 

Cereals,  provisions,  fertilizers,  etc..  No.  1S087. — The  Department  of  Commerce  Is 
in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  South  Africa  stating  that  it  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cereals,  groceries,  and 
provisions,  sheep  dips,  disinfectants  and  fertilizers,  patent  medicines,  chem- 
icals, etc.  Keferences  are  given.  A  prospectus  (refer  to  file  No.  61)  of 
the  company  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

General  agency.  No.  18088. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  France  transmits 
the  names  and  address  of  a  number  of  business  uieu  who  desire  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters.  They  do  not  specify  any  particular 
line. 

Hardware,  brushes,  etc.,  No.  180S9. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  In  Australia  writes  that  a  firm  of  manufacturers'  agents  In 
that  country  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exix>rters  of 
carriage  hardware,  cutlery,  and  locks,  painters'  and  artists'  brushes,  etc. 

Whale  oil,  sperm  oil,  etc..  No.  18090. — A  firm  in  Norway  writes  that  it  is  in  a 
position  to  sell  35,000  barrels  of  whale  oil,  10,000  barrels  of  sperm  oil, 
20,000  sacks  of  gunno  (whale),  and  43  kilos  of  ambra.  These  commodities 
can  be  delivered  between  October  and  December  of  this  year. 

Agricultural  machinery,  etc..  No.  18091. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
has  forwarded  the  names  and  addresses  of  two  firms  which  desire  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery  and  implements. 

Hardware,  No.  18092. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Russia  has  received  a 
letter  from  n  firm  in  his  district  stating  that  it  desires  to  represent  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware.  Commercial  references  are 
given.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
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BlectrU)  tcire.  No.  l.S0f)3. — A  buyer  of  telcr.hone  nnrt  electric  light  wire  In  an  in- 
snlrvr  p(i>:.'-eys:on  informs  an  Auiericau  consdlnr  oflicer  timt  he  desires  to 
estnblish  conimercinl  relntlons  witli  Ameiicim  exporters  of  galvnutzed  iron 
wire  0.07874  inch  in  diiiiiiotcr  for  tclepiione  lines;  nonlusuliitctl  hard  copper 
wire  for  electric  ll^lsts,  0.23U2U  incli  iu  diiiu\eter.  He  wishes  to  receive 
prices  0:1  v;\rlo«s  Ijiiids  of  r.oiiius-uiHted  copper  wires  and  cables  for 
ele.'tii!'  li.uht  ami  idwer  tr;in*-ini.-'i;()ii.  Ho  states  lU-tt  he  h:is  hitherto  been 
give:'.  ''■('■  ('ays'  crc;!lt,  l)ut  is  williu;;'  to  ninUe  paj-ment  against  shipping  docu- 
ments upon  arrival  of  goods  in  the  foreign  port. 

Bags  ami  hnii<f,nfi.  Xo.  1'<ftr,'4. — An  American  f(.!i.«ular  ofDcer  in  France  reports 
that  a  tiini  in  I'.is  distrli  t  desivo-i  to  repiesont  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  bags  and  bagging. 

Woolen  and  worsted  goods,  etc..  No.  ISOOo. — X  firm  iu  Greece  writes  an  Ameri- 
can consular  oflicer  that  it  Is  In  the  market  for  woolen  and  worsted  goods 
for  women's  dres-sos,  serges,  garbardlnes,  diagonals,  etc.  Prices  and 
samples  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  t.  destina- 
tion. The  exact  comi'ositiou  of  tissue,  weight  per  yard,  proportion  of  wool 
and  cotton,  if  mixed,  should  be  stated.  The  firm  prefers  mixed  cotton  and 
wool  fabrics.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Bank  references  are 
given. 

Kaolin,  No.  18006.— A  firm'  In  Brazil,  with  offices  In  New  York  City,  Informs  an 
American  consular  ofHcer  that  it  wishes  to  communicate  with  American 
Importers  of  Brazilian  kaolin,  an  earth  used  in  the  manufacture  of  crockery. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  Ekigllsb. 

Bronze  powder.  No.  18097. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  France  has  for- 
warded the  names  and  addresses  of  three  business  men  in  his  district  who 
desire  to  represent  American  exporters  of  powdered  bronze  for  print- 
ing, etc. 

Machinery,  No.  18098. — A  forest  engineer  In  Switzerland  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  machines  and  Implements  of  all  kinds  to  be  used  in 
the  development  of  forests.  He  desires  to  act  on  an  agency  basis.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  EIngliab. 

Cord  and  rope.  No.  18099. — Two  firms  in  France  have  informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  they  desire  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  cord  and  rope. 

Qlass  6ttl&«,  wire,  etc..  No.  18100. — ^A  firm  of  incandescent  lamp  manufacturers 
in  Brazil  informs  an  American  consnlar  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive 
catalogues,  prices,  and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of 
glass  bulbs  of  various  sizes;  molybdenumo  flilament;  straight  and  spiral 
tungsten  filaments;  copper,  nickel,  and  platinum  wire;  tin  bases  for  elec- 
tric lamps;  chemicals  for  ground  glass;  anhydrous  phosphorous;  pure 
"amorpho"  phosphorous;  modern  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  elec- 
tric incandescent  lamps,  including  vacuum  pumps;  and  rubber  bose.  Cor- 
re^wndence  shonld  be  in  Portuguese. 


NEW  BRISTOL  STEAMSHIP  SEBVICE. 

(Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Aug.  5.] 

The  Anglo-French  Transit  Co.  has  inaiignrated  a  weekly  steamship 
service  between  Havre  and  the  city  docks,  Bristol.  The  Bristol 
agents  are  H.  R.  James  &  Son,  Queen  Square.  The  first  sailing  took 
place  from  Havre  on  July  23, 1915,  by  the  Hypolite  Worms. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  408  TTnited  States  Cnstomhoose;  Boston,  752  OUver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  621  PostOlftee  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  HibernlaBank  Building;  San 
Trancisoo,  806  United  States  Customhouse ;  Seattle,  923  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
atiTe  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commeroe;  £os  Angeles,  Cbambex  of  Commerce. 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOE  OOVEBNHENT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTSITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  sbould  be  direct  witb  the  offices  named,  nnd  speciflcatlons  can  Dsoally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  soojs  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cftsc.'i  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbey  should  ask  to  be  plared  on  the  mailinf;  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Sliding  gap  lathe,  >"o.  2575. — SonleU  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  lightlionso  lusi)ector,  Portlaud,  Orog.,  for  furaisbing  one  sliding  gap 
latlie.  Blanlc  propcsils  and  furtlier  particulars  may  bo  obtained  by  ad- 
dressing tbe  above  otfice. 

Truck-tractor,  No.  2576. — Sealed  proposals  avIII  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  War  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  September  7,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  Rock  Island 
Arsenal,  111.,  one  gasoline  truck-tractor  in  accordance  with  the  special 
speciflcsitions  for  gasoline  truck-tractor  for  Ordnance  Department.  United 
States  Army,  dated  August  16,  1915,  and  the  instructions  to  bidders  and 
general  specifications  governing  the  manufacture  and  Inspection  of  gun  car- 
riages, artillery  vehicles,  and  similar  ordnance  material  (Form  434),  revised 
August  11,  1914. 

Reinforcing  material,  etc..  No.  2577. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Departmtot  of  Justice,  Washington, 
V.  C,  until  September  10,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United 
States  Penitentiary,  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  reinforcing  material,  structural 
steel,  miscellaneous  steel,  iron,  and  bnss  work,  steel  cell  fronts,  and 
mechanical  locking  devices  for  entire  cell  blocks  of  the  west  main  cell  wing. 
In  accordance  with  specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  on  application 
to  the  Washington  office. 

Firing  magnetos.  No.  2578. — Seale<l  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  office  of 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  War  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  September  17,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  con- 
tractor's works  353  firing  magnetos,  type  GA.  Further  particulars  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Moving,  No.  2579. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  United 
States  Coast  Guard,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Sep- 
tember 15,  1915,  for  moving  the  Rockaway  Coast  Guard  Station,  Arveme, 
N.  Y.  Specifications  and  drawings  for  proposals,  etc.,  and  full  information 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Superintendent,  Fourth  District, 
Coast  Guard,  Bay  Shore.  N.  Y..  the  Keeper,  Rockaway  Coast  Guard  Station, 
Arveme,  N.  Y.,  or  to  the  Washington  office. 

Light  vessel.  No.  2580. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
lighthouse  in8i)ettor,  Baltimore,  Md.,  until  Septeml)er  15,  for  the  purchase 
of  light  ves.sel  A'o.  29,  length  98  feet,  beam  23  feet,  deiith  10  feet,  232 
gross  tons.  Vessel  may  be  seen  at  Portsmouth,  Va.  Blank  proposals,  etc., 
may  be  had  on  applicatiuu  to  the  Baltimore  office. 

Buop  bodies.  No.  2581. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompkinsville,  N.  Y.,  tmtil  September  16,  for  fur- 
nisliing  and  delivering  to  the  lighthouse  dtpot,  Tompkinsville,  as  required, 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1010,  20  ac-ctylene  buoy  bodie.s,  type 
L;  10  acetylene  buoy  bodies,  type  BW-6C0-11 :  and  10  acetylene  buoy  bodies, 
type  D.  Blank  proposals,  etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above 
office. 

Lock  gates.  No.  25S2.— Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  engineer,  Montgomery.  Ala.,  until  September  20  for  fur- 
nishing lock  gates.  Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
above  office. 

Dredging,  No.  25S3.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  United 
States  engineer,  customhouse.  Norfolk,  Va.,  until  September  23,  for  dredg- 
ing and  rock  excavation  in  James  River,  Va.  Information  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  Norfolk  office  or  to  the  United  States  ISngineer  Office,  316 
Federal  Building,  Richmond,  Va. 

WASBIXOTOK  :  COTEBNUVKT  FBINTINa  OFTICB  :  1*U 
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SAIUNa  OF  STTSSIAir  COUUESGIAL  BEPBESENTATIVE. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Ambassador  George  T.  Marye,  Tetrograd.] 

The  Kussian-American  Chamber  of  Commerce  representative, 
Alexander  Behr,  is  sailing  from  Christiania  for  New  York  September 
3  on  the  Frederick  VIII. 

[Mr.  Behr's  prospective  visit  to  the  United  States  was  announced  In  Commerce 
Reports  for  Aug.  3,  1915.] 


UADBID  CHAMBEB  OF  COIIMEBGE  OFFEBS  QBATTJirOTTS 

PUBLICITY. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Spain,  July  31.] 

The  Madrid  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  a  semigovernmental  insti- 
tution with  legal  prerogatives  unlaiown  to  similar  American  institu- 
tions. It  publishes  a  monthly  similar  to  Commerce  Reports,  and, 
like  that  daily,  devotes  a  section  to  "Trade  opportunities."  These 
"  opportunities  "  are  quoted  in  the  dailies  as  well  as  in  the  trade  jour- 
nals of  Spain. 

In  response  to  an  inquiry  of  the  American  consulate  the  president 
of  the  chamber,  Seiior  Matesanz,  writes  this  day  that  the  chamber  of 
commerce  will  publish  in  its  Boletin  Oficial  all  trade  offers  of  Ameri- 
can exporters  as  well  as  those  of  American  importers  of  Spanish 
products. 

The  consulate  at  Madrid  will  translate  into  Spanish  and  forward 
for  publication  such  matter,  briefly  expressed,  as  American  exporters 
or  importers  may  deem  of  interest.  Such  matter  should  be  addressed 
to  the  "American  Consul,  Madrid,  Spain." 

3504'-14  961 
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sooFnros  ahd  fioob  covebings  ih  afbica. 

[Consal  George  A.  Chamberlain,  Lourenco  Marqaes,  Portugese  East  Afrlca.1 

Heretofore  corrugated  iron  has  been  the  universal  roofing  medium 
in  Portuguese  East  Africa,  but  a  marked  tendency  is  being  shown  to 
replace  it  by  material  more  easily  handled  and  at  the  same  time  less 
conductive  of  heat.  Also  with  regard  to  floor  coverings  there  is 
a  promising  market  for  such  materials  as  are  easily  laid  and  washed 
and  are  at  the  same  time  cool. 

As  to  roofing,  a  casual  inspection  of  buildings  in  the  Province 
would  lead  one  to  think  that  corrugated  iron  is  used  almost  with' 
out  exception,  varied  on  certain  old  buildings  by  tiles.  However,  the 
customs  returns  as  well  as  information  from  builders  show  that  a 
larger  percentage  than  ever  before  of  roofs  are  now  being  con- 
structed of  pitch  or  asphalt  or  with  patented  roof  covering.  So  far 
these  methods  have  proved  satisfactory. 

The  attention  of  local  builders  has  not  yet  been  properly  drawn  to 
the  use  of  damp-proofing  coatings  in  the  form  of  paints  on  the  out- 
side of  concrete,  stucco,  or  brick  buildings.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
Lourenco  Marques,  the  principal  town  in  Portuguese  East  Africa, 
has  an  unusually  dry  climate  for  eight  months  in  the  year,  which 
makes  these  coatings  more  or  less  unnecessary.  The  rainy  season 
generally  begins  in  November  and  is  supposed  to  continue  through 
to  February  or  March.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  during  these 
months  it  is  rare  to  have  more  than  40  or  50  rainy  days.  The 
rest  of  the  year  is  practically  rainless.  As  a  result  ro(mngs  are  sub- 
jected to  a  greater  strain  from  sun  than  moisture.  In  this  connec- 
tion the  following  table,  showing  the  monthly  averages  of  tempera- 
ture in  this  district,  is  of  interest : 


Temperature  in  the  shade  (Fahrenheit). 

1912-13. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Monthly 
mean. 

Average 
for  IS 
years. 

January  

9S.1 
103.3 
93.4 
90.0 
96.6 
89.1 
93.4 
90.0 
93.9 
100.4 
111.9 
99.0 

6S.3 
70.2 
63.1 
63.3 
S3.1 
51.8 
62.2 
4$.S 
49.6 
Ii5.8 
£9.0 
60.6 

78.0 
79.0 
75.8 
74.3 
70.4 
66.3 
67.4 
67.8 
68.5 
81.5 
75.6 
77.1 

78.6 

77.8 

March 

75.8 

AprU 

73.5 

May 

60  0 

June 

64.9 

July 

64.6 

67.1 

September 

69.4 

October 

72.7 

November 

74.2 

December 

77.0 

In  spite  of  the  variations  in  temperature  stucco  and  concrete  walls 
do  not  crack  as  a  rule  and  seem  to  be  adaptable  to  the  climate. 

Certain  American  firms  have  already  made  eflPorts  to  introduce 
their  roofing  materials  and  it  is  estimated  that  during  the  past  year 
about  $4,000  worth  of  such  roofing,  most  of  which  came  from  the 
United  States,  was  sold  throughout  the  Province. 
Floor  Materialt. 

Floor  coverings  are  more  or  less  allied  in  the  United  States  to  the 
production  of  roofings.    Floors  in  this  district  are  of  two  kinds — ^in 
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the  cheaper  houses  of  wood  and  in  the  more  expensive  of  parquet, 
tile,  or  mosaic.  The  idea  of  the  tile  and  mosaic  floors  is  that  they 
are  cool,  but  at  tlie  same  time  they  are  extremely  tiring  to  the  feet. 
Board  floors,  unless  very  carefully  laid,  give  easy  ingress  to  cock- 
roaches, which  are  very  prevalent,  and  to  other  insects  and  vermin. 
It  is  in  the  latter  houses  of  more  or  less  cheap  construction  that  there 
appears  a  fair  chance  for  the  introduction  of  floor  coverings. 

Linoleum  of  foreign  origin  is  sold  in  various  qualities  ranging 
from  $1  to  $2.50  per  running  yard  of  6  feet  width.  Two  samples  are 
forwarded,  one  retailing  at  $1.13  and  the  other  at  $1.88.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  American  products  can  compete  to  good  advantage  with 
these  prices.  The  market,  however,  is  still  in  its  infancy,  present 
annual  sales  reaching  only  $8,000. 

[The  samples  sent  by  the  consul  and  his  list  of  dealers  in  roofings 
ana  floor  coverings  are  available  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  branch  offices;  refer  to  file 
4C.&29.] 

BUILDINO  MATEBIAIS  IN  BBAZU. 

[Consul  Uoberl  Frazer,  Jr.,  Babla.] 

Careful  investigations  made  as  to  the  market  for  plaster  board  in 
this  part  of  Brazil,  during  which  a  sample  of  the  material  manu- 
factured in  the  United  States  was  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  a 
leading  builder,  an  architect,  and  a  general  importer  of  construction 
materials,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  suited  to  the  style  of 
building  employed  here  and  that  there  is  not  at  present  any  open- 
ing for  it. 

The  method  of  construction  almost  invariably  followed  in  Bahia 
consists  of  erecting  walls  of  brick  and  rubble,  plastered  over  with  a 
mixture  of  clay  and  lime  and  finished  with  a  thin  coat  of  lime  and 
sand.  Floor  and  roof  beams  and  floors  and  ceilings  are  of  wood,  and 
roofs  invariably  of  semicylindrical  clny  tiles  of  local  manufacture. 
These  are  laid  on  transverse  slats  crossing  the  roof  beams,  and  are 
generally  visible  from,  below.  Interior  walls  are  always  finished  as 
described,  and  are  occasionally  papered,  but  no  wall  board  or  any 
other  material  is  used.    Partitions  are  also  made  of  brick. 

According  to  a  local  builder,  the  clay  mixture  referred  to  is  pre- 
pared roughly  in  the  proportion  of  one  400-pound  cement  barrel  of 
clay  to  10  gallons  (two  kerosene  tins)  of  lime,  and  is  often  con- 
tracted for  at  500  to  GOO  reis  per  square  meter  (10.4  to  12.5  cents 
per  square  yard)  applied,  including  cost  of  labor  and  material.  The 
top  layer  of  sand  and  lime  is  often  paid  for  by  contract  at  about  800 
reis  per  square  meter  ( 17  cents  per  square  yard) . 

Artisans  here  are  generally  Negro  and  earn  the  following  wages: 
Bricklayers  from  3.5  to  6,  carpenters  5  to  7,  and  helpers  1.5  to  2.5 
milreis  per  day,  the  milreis  now  being  worth  about  25  cents. 

The  cost  of  materials,  however,  is  high,  cement  being  to-day  quoted 
at  24  milreis  per  barrel  of  180  kilos  ($6  per  barrel  or  397  pounds) ; 
lime,  of  domestic  manufacture,  at  13  milreis  per  1,200  liters  ($4.25 

Eer  264  gallons) ;  bricks  measuring  23.5  by  13  by  6.5  centimeters  (9.25 
y  5.1  by  2.56  inches)  at  $12.50  to  $15  per  1,000;  and  lumber  at  $110 
per  1,000  feet. 
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COHHEBCIAL  ACTIVITIES  OF  ST.  MICHAEL'S  COITSITLATE. 

[Consul  Walter  B.  Schuiz,  St.  HIcbaerB,  Azores,  Jaly  20.] 

As  a  result  of  reports,  letters,  and  personal  work  during  the  quar- 
ter ending  June  30,  1915,  the  St.  Michael's  consulate  has  increased 
the  local  market  for  American  shoe  leather;  has  introduced  a  spe- 
cially prepared  varnish  for  finishing  beer-fermenting  vats  and  pitch 
for  lining  beer  kegs;  has  obtained  the  promise  of  an  order  for  the 
complete  equipment  for  the  first  steam  laundry  in  the  Azores ;  and 
has  started  negotiations  for  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  sailing 
vessels  from  the  United  States  to  the  Azores. 

As  a  result  of  an  article  published  in  C!ommerce  Eeports  for  June 
12,  on  "American  Coal  in  the  Azores,"  several  American  firms  are 
endeavoring  to  enter  the  local  market,  and  the  prospects  are  that 
some  of  them  will  succeed  in  the  very  near  future.  "Market  for 
Cement  in  the  Azores,"  published  April  30,  led  to  promising  corre- 
spondence between  an  American  firm  and  several  Azorean  importers. 
Large  orders  for  American  cement  will  be  sent  in  immediately  upon 
announcement  of  freight  rates  that  will  permit  competition  with 
English  cement. 

Bnsicess  from  Trade  Opportunities — New  Line  of  Sailers. 

"Market  for  Shoe  Leather,"  published  as  a  trade  opportunity  on 
June  5,  gained  two  more  customers  for  American  firms,  and  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  report  on  "Equipment  for  Small  Tramway,"  published 
as  a  trade  opportunity  on  June  22,  the  local  tobacco  factory  is 
corresponding  with  American  firms  and  has  promised  to  place  the 
order  in  the  United  States. 

On  May  18  this  consulate  prepared  a  report  entitled  "Azores  need 
line  of  sailing  vessels."  This  report,  which  was  published  June  18, 
was  written  in  an  attempt  to  solve  the  problem  of  prohibitive  freight 
rates  that  have  prevented  extensive  commercial  intercourse  between 
America  and  the  Azores.  Two  large  brokers  of  sailing  vessels  imme- 
diately took  up  the  matter,  and  a  sailing  captain  is  now  endeavoring 
to  sell  his  interests  in  a  small  schooner  and  buy  into  a  large  one 
for  the  Azorean  trade.  The  establishment  of  such  a  line  will  imme- 
diately open  several  markets  for  American  products. 


lABOE  OSANOE  CROP  IN  HEW  SOITTH  WALES. 

The  orange  and  mandarin  crops  on  the  Paterson  Eiver,  in  New 
South  Wales,  Australia,  this  season  were  heavy.  The  fruit  has  a 
large  domestic  demand  throughout  the  country  districts.  Exports  of 
citrus  fruit  for  1913  from  New  South  Wales  amounted  to  2,352,900 
pounds,  valued  at  $81,480,  of  which  2,308,600  pounds,  valued  at 
$79,027,  was  Australian  produce.  This  is  the  last  year  for  which 
figures  are  available.  Some  of  the  mandarin  trees  of  this  district, 
according  to  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald,  yielded  14  bushel  cases  per 
tree.  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Keports  for  October  26, 1914,  quoted 
statements  from  Sydney  indicating  a  belief  that  the  opening  of  the 
Panama  Canal  would  produce  a  market  in  the  United  States  for 
Australian  citrus  fruits. 
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HONEOna  GINSEHa  HABEET. 

[Consal  General  George  E.  Aodei-son,  Hoogkong,  China,  July  8.] 

While  war  in  Europe  stopped  the  market  in  China  for  ginseng  by 
unsettling  all  business  conditions,  there  has  been  more  recovery  in 
the  demand  for  the  root  than  was  anticipated.  This  year  opened 
with  practically  nothing  being  done  in  ginseng.  After  the  Chinese 
New  Year,  however,  demand  developed  which  would  have  been 
stronger  but  for  the  fact  that  the  low  price  of  silver  made  prices 
obtained  by  American  and  other  exporters  to  this  market  too  low. 
However,  during  the  first  quarter  wild  root  sold  from  $1,905  to 
$3,330  local  currency  per  picul  of  1334  pounds,  or  from  $6.28  to 
$19.90  gold  per  pound,  the  bulk  of  it  selling  around  $3,000  local 
currency  per  picul,  or  about  $10  gold  per  pound.  Cultivated  root 
during  the  same  time  ranged  from  $1,120  to  $2,120  local  currency 
per  picul,  or  from  about  $3.70  to  $7  gold  per  pound  on  the  same 
market.  Trimmings  and  fibers  sold  from  $350  to  $500  local  currency 
per  picid,  or  from  about  $1.05  to  about  $1.65  gold  per  pound. 

During  the  second  quarter  the  wild  root  sold  at  $2,560  to  $3,550 
local  currency  per  picul,  or  from  $8.45  to  $11.70  gold  per  pound,  the 
bulk  of  the  root,  however,  averaging  a  little  higher  in  price  than  in 
the  first  six  months.  Cultivated  root  sold  at  from  $960  to  $2,210 
local  currency  per  picul,  or  from  about  $2.90  to  $7.25  gold  per  pound. 
The  average  price,  however,  was  fully  10  per  cent  over  that  of  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year. 

Sales  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  have  amounted  to 
about  40,000  pounds.  The  stock  on  hand  on  July  1, 1915,  was  around 
about  36,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  about  40,000  pounds  on 
January  1  and  70,000  pounds  at  the  same  date  last  year. 


MEASUBE  BESISTAITCE  Hf  EARTH  TO  ELECTRIC  CTTBBENT. 

Oil  in  sand  or  earth  causes  it  to  have  a  very  high  resistance  to  the 
flow  of  an  electrical  current;  that  is,  speaking  technically,  to  have 
a  very  high  resistivity.  Certain  valuable  ores  in  the  earth  cause 
it  to  have  a  very  low  resistivity.  For  any  particular  specimen  of 
earth  the  resistivity  varies  with  the  moisture  content.  The  damage 
to  pipe  systems  on  account  of  electrolysis  by  the  return  current  of 
street  railway  systems  depends,  among  other  things,  upon  the 
resistivity  of  the  earth  around  the  pipes  and  near  the  tracks.  There 
are,  therefore,  many  reasons  why  knowledge  concerning  the  resis- 
tivity of  certain  very  limited  portions  of  the  earth  is  desired. 

In  a  recent  publication  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department 
of  Commerce,  a  method  for  measuring  earth  resistivity  which  is 
free  from  some  of  the  faults  of  methods  which  have  previously  been 
used  is  described.  The  method  is  particularly  adapted  to  those 
cases  in  which  it  is  important  that  the  measurement  be  made  with- 
out disturbing  the  earth,  as  is  necessary  where  a  sample  is  taken  into 
the  laboratory  for  measurement,  and  in  those  cases  where  the  mean 
resistivity  of  a  fairly  large  portion  of  earth,  extending  to  a  con- 
siderable depth,  is  investigated. 

To  those  interested  a  copy  of  the  paper  will  be  sent  if  a  request  is 
addressed  to  the  Director,  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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CANASIAN  TBAOE  FOB  LAST  FISCAL  TEAB. 

[By  CoDBUl  General  John  O.  Foster,  Ottawa.] 

The  total  trade  of  Canada  for  the  fiscal  vear  ended  March  31,  1915, 
was  valued  at  $1,078,173,240,  compared  with  $1,112,562,107  for  1914 
and  $1,068,GG0,225  for  1913.  Of  the  total  for  1913,  2  per  cent  con- 
sisted of  imports  and  exports  of  coin  and  bullion,  increasing  in  1914 
to  nearly  4  per  cent,  and  in  1915  to  15  per  cent  of  the  total  trade. 

Of  merchandise  exported  in  1913  and  1914  about  5  per  cent  was  of 
foreign  production,  compared  with  over  11  per  cent  in  1915.  The 
value  of  the  merchandise  of  Canadian  production  exported  was 
$355,754,600,  $431,588,439,  and  $409,418,836  for  1913, 1914,  and  1915, 
respectively. 

The  total  value  of  the  merchandise  imported  in  1913,  1914,  and 
1915  was,  respectively,  $670,000,189,  $618,328,874,  and  $455,371,371, 
of  which  over  65  per  cent  was  dutiable  in  1913,  over  66  per  cent  in 
1914,  and  nearly  61  per  cent  in  1915. 

Trade  With  the  TTnlted  States  and  Great  Britain. 

Of  Canada's  total  foreign  trade,  nearly  57  per  cent  was  with  the 
United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  1913,  nearly  55  per  cent  in  1914,  and 
60  per  cent  in  1915.  In  the  fiscal  year  1913  29  per  cent  of  Canada's 
foreign  trade  was  with  Great  Britain,  nearly  32  per  cent  in  1914,  and 
28  per  cent  in  1915. 

Approximately  65  per  cent  of  the  merchandise  imported  into  Can- 
ada during  each  of  the  three  last  fiscal  years  came  from  the  United 
States,  about  21  per  cent  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  remainder, 
ranging  from  14  to  15  per  cent,  came  from  other  countries. 

Great  Britain  purchased  50  per  cent  of  Canadian  merchandise  ex- 
ported during  the  fiscal  years  1913  and  1914  and  over  45  per  cent 
for  1915.  The  United  States  purchased  39  per  cent  in  1913,  37  per 
cent  in  1914,  and  42  per  cent  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1915. 

Canadian  Articles  of  Export. 

The  Canadian  merchandise  exported  was  classified  as  follows  for 
the  last  three  fiscal  years  ended  March  31 : 


Products. 


1913 


1914 


WIS 


Uineral  products 

Fishery  products 

Forest  products 

Animal  predocts 

Agricultural  products 

Uanutactures 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


357,442,548 
16,336,721 
43,255,060 
44,784,593 

150,145,661 

43,6e2,7t» 

97,311 


359,099,064 
20,623,560 
42,792,137 
63,349,119 

198,220,029 

57,443,453 

121,088 


351,740, 989 
19.687,068 
43,650,683 
74,390,743 

134,746,090 

85,539,501 

663,808 


355,754,600 


431,588,439 


400,418,836 


A  more  detailed  list  of  the  exports  during  the  last  two  fiscal  years, 
with  the  values  of  shipments  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  and 
other  countries,  follow: 


Articles. 

To  Great  Britain. 

To  United  States. 

To  other  countries. 

1914 

1915 

1014 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Animals,  living 

3712,662 

131,474,403 

320,407 

1,895 

31,393,105 

91,104,573 

76,090 

130,001 

38,518,102 

16,398,581 

138,978 

36,341 

113,387,158 

7,966,350 

97,013 

36.568 

3224,319 

15,375,740 

3,112,477 

W,«2l 

•150,739 

It.  998, 381 

Automobiles 

^47?  751 

Automobile  parts 
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Artides. 


Other  carrfaiies  and  parts 
Clotbine  and  wearing  apparel. 

Coal,  colce,  etc 

Cordage,  rope,and  twine 

Drugs,  dyes,  chemicals,  and 

medicines 

Fish 

Fruits  and  nuls 

Furs,  and  manufactures  of 

Gutta  percha,  india  rubber, 

and  manufactures  of 

Hay 

Uiaes  and  skins,  other  than 

fur 

Leather,  and  manufacltires  of. 
Gold-bearing    quartz,  dust, 

nugKets.clc 

Silver,  mctaUic,  in  ores,  etc. . . 

Agricultural  implements 

Otberironand  sUel, and  man- 

ulact  ures  of 

Nickel,  fine,  in  ore,  etc , 

Asbestos 

Other  metals  and  minerals, 

and  manufactures  of 

Hilk  and  cream 

Paper 

Cheese 

Bacon 

Other  provisions 

Seeds  

Settlers'  etioots 

Spirits  and  wines 

Stones, and  manufactures  of.. 

Vegetables 

Wood: 

Unmanufacttired 

Manufactured 

Wool, and  manufactures  of 

Unenumerated  merchandise.. 

Total    domestic    mer- 

chandbe 

Exports  foreign  merchandise. 
Coin  and  bullion 


To  Great  Britain. 


1914 


$7,228 

89,019 

6I.6(M 

1,864 

45fi,r.2 
6,72(i.3S9 
3,()-t9,W4 
3, 124, 192 

25,  (»2 
296,331 

9,761 
1,746,747 

3,381 
13,925,884 

488,307 

496,682 
960,621 
255,007 

1.858,817 


S10.S18 

18,533,8,S0 

3,717,266 

420,786 

10,719,238 

264.047 

108,140 

550 

7,402 

10,629,158 

1,461,421 

119,872 

2,059,312 


1913 


To  United  States.  To  other  countries. 


1914 


215,253,969 

7,068,323 

474 


Grand  total 222,322,766  211,758,863  200,459,373  216,403,328 


1342,231 

11,288,694 
96,834 
106,831 

491,939 
6,422,2S1 
3,074,040 
1,328,627 

182,843 
88,813 

7,634 
4,669,680 

103,324 

8,848,064 
354,884 

5,609.891 

1,601,251 

513,877 

2,  771?.  !)75 

].\')75 

.'■'   ,  153 

18./  .  ,  ,'04 

U.ll-n,  t24 

5,:>ll.«5 

1,0-7.728 

3  v.. '.118 

07.  :I62 

J92 

408,335 

9,S92,467 

1,824,825 

113,754 

2,308,270 


186,068,554 

25,089,164 

1,145 


<52,054 

150,952 

2,989,501 

374,011 

633,075 
6, 644, 35.) 

23>,075 
2,176,420 

4.'i9,013 
1,358,621 

9,228,237 
1,268,683 

13,322,654 

6,406,172 

93,019 

1,692,24') 
4,398,920 
2,087,763 

11,979,944 

1,638,477 

10,5l'A3.59 

187,3-!) 

41,704 

1,651.30-J 

12,821^.023 

2,4S0.156 

84'),  S6.-I 

1,213.018 

851,  078 

29,274,349 

6,080,013 

580,410 

6,497,928 


1915 


163,372,825 
13,575,474 
23,611,074 


127,852 

120,  732 

3,604,.iSl 

889,122 

2,482.143 

8,264,208 

223,515 

1,353,072 

382,958 
029,728 

7,713,916 
3,694,210 

16,294,355 

4,274,734 

191,974 

2,780,323 
3,439.539 
1,437,653 

10,189,184 

2,849,400 

12,879,204 

39,4!il 

707,334 
6,798,075 
9,645,882 
3,211, 79.S 

771,166 
1,3,81,142 

439,087 

30,996,467 
7,050,603 
1,420,458 
7,053,641 


173,320,216 
13.022,040 
29,00(1,470 


1914 


*147,572 

190,553 
989,020 
137,  782 

641,878 

6,769,861 

700.987 

367,128 

301.666 
132,098 

24,974 
198,511 

720 
1,639,482 
6,038,104 

1,966,533 

15, 197 

548,853 

1,004,463 

365,789 

1,609,718 

147,569 

4,225 

331,278 

2,530,741 

97, 2aj 

347,928 

3,  lis 

719,777 

2,839,768 

703, 777 

29,948 

2,009,359 


62,961,645 

3,204,988 

49,156 


66,215,789 


1916 


t73,234 

934,942 

1,010,424 

128,248 

669,619 

5,649,399 

301,817 

116,603 

157,104 
1,514,017 

8,370 
2,443,399 

6,831 

393, 592 

2,255,233 

2,962,529 
22,806 
275,857 

993,704 

224,036 

2, 03%  925 

237,335 

24,007 

1,024,834 

76,171 

112,993 

228,6,04 

8,116 

632,261 

1,704,705 

000,524 

1,121,200 

1,716,417 


49,430,016 

13,911,809 

298,753 


63,640,688 


Principal  Imports  from  ITiilted  States,  Great  Britain,  and  Other  Countries. 

The  following  table  gives  some  of  the  principal  imports  during 
the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1914  and  1915,  and  the  amounts 
from  the  tFnited  States,  Great  Britain,  and  other  countries : 


Articles. 


From 
Great  Britain. 


1914 


1915 


From 
United  States. 


1914 


1915 


From  other  countries. 


1914 


1913 


Ale,  beer,  and  porter. 

Annnals,  living 

Asphalt  or  asplialtum 

Books,  periuuicals,  etc 

BreadstufTs 

Bricks,  tiles,  clays,  etc 

Automobiles   and  motor  ve- 

hiclei 

Automobiles,  etc.,  parts  o(... 

Cool,  coke,  etc  I 

Cocoa  and  preparations  of 

Coffee  

Cordage,  binder  twine 

Cotton  and  manolactures  of: 

Raw 

Manolbctures 

Drugs,  dyes,  etc 


1421,874 
401,447 
15,451 
1,409,009 
850,042 
{61,730 

621,979 
31,981 
161,693 
1,233,200 
231,649 
136 


17,463,554 
2,980,109 


$242,719 

79,614 

2,311 

1,266,826 

589,637 

267,358 

252,888 
32,337 
168,928 
966, 289 
192,073 
86,823 

183 
13,  {73, 474 
3,351,377 


$883,207 
1,98.8,795 

035,278  I 
4,900,703  ' 


$433,904 

1,040,946 

615,927 

4,3.53,994 


6,073,492     10,60'l,191 
2,704,426      1,814,836 


6,528,086 

3,926,077 

48,800,597 

741,033 

268,011 

3,779,434 

9,753,437 
7,843,847 
7,937,739 


4,591,183 

2,142,896 

38,449,768 

683,336 

235,602 

2,661,451 

«, 633,448 
6,953,863 
8,449,308 


$31,812 
124,484 
316,250 
377,997 
2,801,978 
11,991 

63,310 

8,321 

67,648 

757,753 

1,902,668 

19 


$20,460 
107,025 
140,073 
233,360 
2,784,641 
4,963 

44,024 

901 

944 

501,676 

1,330,874 


2,530,473 
3,730,327 


1,338,646 
3,648,473 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


968 


COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 


Articles. 


From 
Great  Britain. 

From 
United  States. 

From  otber  countries. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1916 

1914 

1915 

$l,S73,t99 

$1,133,332 

$571,312 

;396,845 

1686,394 

$410,588 

952,428 

715.  WS 

7,  .'05, 244 

6,137.382 

466,643 

183,109 

1,7(S.24,S 

l,243,0t2 

1,127,726 

1,077,857 

1,963,457 

864,  WT 

6M.42X 

716,147 

709,111 

686,541 

16,886 

12,383 

241,812 

200,503 

'.00,829 

513,392 

1,170,359 

966,340 

5,  OSS,  071 

3,730,941 

S41.S78 

1,062,200 

3,032,108 

1,634,375 

SS,033 

35.019 

l.S74,Wl 

2,316,938 

1,097,924 

862, 97S 

100.7.'2 

72.425 

63(1,733 

734,895 

1,181,174 

914,360 

237,3^6 

92,589 

9,9^9,337 

9,075,564 

791,783 

478,470 

610.420 

444,292 

4.';i.R57 

306,518 

172,964 

138.009 

ST0.2r9 

395.033 

1.778,.S78 

l,4.>«t.?63 

1,117,481 

366,663 

J,33r.,039 

775,872 

2,01.4,4:9 

2,000,956 

1,643,023 

738,524 

l,219,fS7 

763,082 

323,  S64 

279,073 

1,178,279 

725,953 

71,8*2 

24,947 

1,108,141 

1,671,608 

204,008 

186,996 

617,076 

378,766 

702,433 

767,041 

63,318 

27,905 

2,£42,M7 

l,8n,090 

6,136,962 

4,998,131 

314,672 

891,649 

2,692.944 

1,452,493 

2,162,170 

1,968,987 

.W7,343 

377,981 

71X,f62 

7,W,03S 

2,120,.'i,58 

6,134,006 

6,991,590 

6,962,917 

462,713 

lO-^OoS 

1,(01,2:;8 

f90,8'-0 

291.160 

110,618 

l,C9S,.'iS0 

i,ih;,s51 

6,f47,r02 

6,>'42,867 

108,394 

39,204 

3S,5B2 

42,949 

1,1.'.4,174 

1,261,668 

21,692 

10,964 

424,036 

231,, ^78 

3,7C0,2C9 

2,621,786 

200,297 

96,455 

86.243 

34.385 

6,410.  "4<< 

3,  f  06, 062 

84.494 

20,418 

73,361 

CO,  852 

3,198,203 

1,5.33,755 

3,009 

991 

110,617 

86,180 

2,456.607 

1,873,446 

3,014 

44,019 

3,784,909 

1,316,688 

26,(93,301 

14,824,159 

449,379 

249,261 

12,408,208 

5,940,174 

67,147,282 

37,189.960 

4,698,372 

1,649,328 

4,687,921 

2,674,061 

22,5.«,633 

16,146.366 

1,918,074 

886,699 

110,901 

81,329 

1,790,384 

1,214,496 

244,463 

122,452 

579,641 

416,123 

16,958,440 

12,326,867 

557,246 

602,333 

601,242 

389,927 

956,842 

686,897 

330,491 

116,895 

805,586 

458,945 

1,032,360 

979,724 

322,423 

132.968 

1,687,839 

1,254,236 

6,423,037 

4,032,345 

932,492 

477,798 

1,383,864 

1,280,052 

180,807 

137,295 

1,832,666 

473,937 

623,806 

449,154 

7,436,849 

3,821.778 

2,702,804 

1,664,662 

656,330 

670,057 

164,437 

l''M'>-! 

999,270 

910,696 

216, 166 

350,844 

1,270,048 

l,ys'.i,:'s."i 

184,786 

124,869 

4,630,625 

2,467,701 

9,338,698 

6,213.211 

579, 118 

183.180 

8,509,384 

2,562,157 

1,645,086 

1,095,488 

4,634.835 

3,881,714 

143,  no 

120.777 

1,008.609 

9X).  149 

170,691 

137,064 

3,300,003 

2,694,887 

142,780 

.s2, 170 

3,694.076 

2,664,328 

256,562 

235,100 

1,666,822 

ni-.s,063 

153,743 

97,931 

908,811 

691,240 

893,926 

l,7lti.043 

16,146,659 

16,738,499 

2,623,639 

2,749,368 

38,648- 

76,  .567 

3,987,429 

4,638,325 

787,356 

465,174 

4,700,773 

4.4t.0,496 

1,411,000 

875,709 

214,332 

142, 106 

2,616,677 

2.  .^.-.2, 114 

675,931 

345,139 

139,342 

96,039 

880,183 

.^3:i.457 

664,738 

246,663 

63,436 

13,802 

12,683,227 

7,20'.1,609 

76,963 

26,370 

560.578 

300,156 

10,718,863 

6,432,863 

673,016 
3,16^373 

631,968 

26,178,209 

18,264,523 

2,102,742 

6,018,663 

1,624,983 

11,329,053 

8,534,670 

25,189,121 

20,035,695 

6,298,063 

3,175,456 

131,942,249 

90,033,178 

395,665,328 

296,632,506 

90,821,297 

68,686,687 

514 

2,662 

16,220,763 

131,984,431 

14,028 

6,909 

131,942,763 

90,085,840 

410,786,091 

438,616,937 

90,836,326 

6S,861.68« 

Earthen  and  china  ware 

Electric  apparatus 

Fancy  artic-les 

Fisheries,  articles  for  use  of... 

Fish 

I'lnx,  bemp,  Jute  and  manu- 
lactures  of 

Dried  fruits 

Nuts 

Green  fruiu 

Fruits,  preserved  or  canned. . . 

Furs  and  manufactures  of 

Class, and  manufactures  of... 

Gloves  and  milts 

Grass,  Manila 

Gunpowder  and  other  ex- 
plosives   

Gnita-percha, etc.,  and  manu- 
factures of 

Hats,  caps,  etc.,  and  mate- 
rials   

Hides  and  skins  otber  than  fur. 

I^eatber  and  manufactures  of. . 

Uagic  lanterns  and  slides 

Brass  and  manuraclures  of 

Copper  and  manutacluresof... 

Agricultural  Implements 

Engines,  gasoltuo  and  gas 

Mactdnery  of  iron  or  steel 

Other  iron  and  steel  and 
manufactures  of 

Uetalsand  minerals  and  other 
Iron  and  steel  machinery 
n.  e.s 

Musical  Instruments 

Oils 

Faintings,  drawings,  prints, 
and  buildbig  plans 

Faints  and  colors 

Paper  and  manufactures  of  ■ . . 

Precious  stones  and  imita- 
tions of 

Provisions 

Ribbons  of  all  kinds 

Seeds 

Settlers  eHects 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

Soap 

Spirits  and  wines 

Stones  and  roanufacturas  of. . . 

Sugar,  molasses,  etc 

Tea 

Tobacco  and  manufactures  of. 

Vegetables 

Watches  and  parts  of 

Lumber  and  timber 

Other  wood  and  manufactures 
of 

Wool  and  manufactures  of 

Vnenumeraled  merchandise. . 

Total  merchandise 

Coin  and  bullion 

Grand  total 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestlo  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  408  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  758  OUrer  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Pederal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Clereland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angelet,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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DOUAB  EXCHAirOE  IN  WESTEBN  6BEECE. 

(Consnl  A.  B.  Cooke,  Vatras,  July  22.] 

The  following  table,  based  on  to-day's  quotations  of  three  leading 
local  banks,  shows  the  ascendency  of  the  dollar  on  the  exchange 
market  of  Patras.  The  quotations  show  the  relative  current  ex- 
change values  in  drachmas  (drachma=  $0,193)  of  the  monetary  units 
of  the  six  coimtries  that  lead  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Greece:  The 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  Austria. 


Value,  par, 
gold. 

Buying 
raw. 

Selling  rate. 

Gain  or  loss  by  excbange. 

Uonetary  units. 

Buying 
rate. 

Selling  rate. 

Dollars 

Dittchmat. 
5.181 
25.215 
1.233 
1.000 
l.OOO 
1.052 

Draehmat. 
5.25 
25.14 
1.06 
.94i 
.87 
.78 

Drachnuu. 
5.30i 
25.21 
1.08 

.80 

Peretnt. 
+  1.33 

-  0.30 
-14.03 

-  5.50 
-13.00 
-25.86 

Per  cat, 
+  2.39 

Poynd  stArline 

—  0.02 

Mark 

—12.44 

Franc 

—  4.25 

Lire 

11  50 

Crown 

—23.96 

The  American  dollar  is  the  one  foreign  currency  that  is  at  a  pre- 
mium on  this  market.    Quotations  of  the  dollar  have  been  well  above 
par  for  six  months  past,  with  every  indication  that  it  will  continue 
indefinitely  to  hold  its  ranking  position. 
Direct  Banking  Facilities  Established. 

Direct  banking  facilities  have  been  established  by  leading  banks 
with  correspondents  in  New  York,  so  that  there  is  no  longer  need 
for  the  old  indirect  communication  via  London.  According  to  in- 
formation given  to  this  consulate,  American  buyers  of  products  of 
the  Patras  consular  district  may  in  future  do  their  banldng  direct 
to  Patras  and  in  dollars  instead  of  in  pounds  sterling,  as  formerly. 
Local  exporters  indicate  their  willingness  to  quote  in  terms  of  dollars 
whenever  American  clients  desire  it.  The  establishment  of  direct 
banking  facilities  will  no  doubt  play  an  important  part  in  the  de- 
velopment of  trade  between  this  district  and  the  United  States. 

[An  article  on  "Exchange  and  Letters  of  Credit  to  Greece"  was  published 
In  Commerce  Reports  for  Jnne  5,  1915.] 


DRY  WEATHEE  CTIETAILS  AUSTRALIAN  DAIRYING. 

Fourteen  of  the  factories  affiliated  with  the  Queensland  (Austra- 
lia) Cheese  Manufacturers'  Association  closed  down  on  account  of 
the  dry  weather,  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald  reports  under  date  of 
July  26.  The  supply  of  milk  to  the  various  factories  fell  from  148,000 
gallons  in  1914  to  15,900  gallons  this  year.  Exports  of  cheese  from 
New  South  Wales  in  1913  amounted  to  91,926  pounds,  valued  at 
$14,974,  of  which  85,760  pounds,  valued  at  $13,242,  were  produced  in 
Australia.  There  has  also  been  a  butter  famine,  with  the  result  that 
a  revival  of  the  former  methods  of  making  dairy  butter  has  taken 
place.  People  with  one  or  two  cows  in  the  neighborhood  of  towns 
along  the  southern  line  of  New  South  Wales  have  been  able  to  turn 
their  milk  to  profitable  account.  Even  supplies  in  pound  packages 
have  been  sent  to  Sydney  in  some  instances. 
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NATIVE  BAHXS  IN  CHINA. 

[CoDBul  Qeneral  Oeorge  B.  Andenon,  Honskong,  July  6.] 

The  situation  in  Chinese  commercial  circles  generally  with  re- 
spect to  banking  facilities  offered  the  native  dealers  by  the  native 
Chinese  banks  is  becoming  more  and  more  serious  in  its  effects  upon 
trade  of  all  kinds.  It  is  becoming  more  evident  that  before  trade 
matters  in  China  can  resume  their  accustomed  course  something 
will  have  to  be  done  to  rehabilitate  the  native  banks  and  aid  them 
in  again  performing  their  usual  functions  in  Chinese  trade. 
Povr  Classes  of  Banks. 

There  are  in  Chinese  commercial  affairs  four  varieties  of  banking 
institutions  which  have  their  special  part  in  Chinese  business.  The 
first  are  the  large  foreign  banking  mstitutions  in  the  open  ports, 
some  of  which  are  among  the  most  powerful  banking  institutions  in 
the  world.  The  second  are  the  national  banking  institutions  estab- 
lished directly  or  indirectly  by  the  Chinese  Government  for  its  own 
fiscal  purposes  and  serving  as  an  adjimct  in  some  wa^s  to  the  Chinese 
treasury  on  the  one  hand  and  foreign  banking  and  financial  interests 
on  the  other,  the  chief  of  such  institutions  now  being  the  Bank  of 
China,  which  was  established  by  presidential  mandate  in  1913. 

There  are,  then,  two  further  classes  of  native  banks  proper,  one  of 
which  embraces  the  larger  institutions,  which  do  a  proper  banking 
business,  i.  e.,  deal  in  loans  and  discounts  and  handle  exchange  as  a 
more  or  less  secondary  matter,  and  the  smaller  native  banks  which  do 
some  business  in  loans,  but  whose  chief  business  consists  in  dealing 
in  dollars,  silver  and  subsidiary  coins,  and  in  buying  and  selling  ex- 
change in  small  amounts  on  interior  points. 

Bankings  Senrices  Oflered. 

The  large  foreign  banks,  while  not  doing  their  accustomed  volume 
of  business,  are  still  in  position  to  serve  what  business  is  offered  them 
under  normal  conditions.  The  large  Chinese  Government  bank  con- 
tinues to  serve  the  Chinese  Government  and  allied  interests.  The 
two  classes  of  native  banks  proper,  however,  are  badly  crippled  and 
are  not  performing  their  usual  functions.  This  is  partly  due  to  gen- 
eral war  conditions  the  world  over,  one  result  of  which'has  been  the 
inability  of  the  large  foreign  banks  to  supply  the  native  banks  with 
facilities  they  usually  have  had  in  advances  of  silver  and  credit  and 
is  partly  due  to  business  conditions  in  China  itself.  The  trouble,  in 
fact,  has  been  coming  on  for  some  time,  and  the  native  bank  system 
has  not  been  operating  in  its  usual  way  since  before  the  revolution  of 
1911.  Of  the  general  situation  in  native  banking  circles  during  the 
past  year,  the  annual  report  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  for 
1914,  just  published,  says: 

In  the  first  place,  banking  facilities,  niwn  which  the  whole  trade,  both  domes- 
tic and  foreign,  has  been  bnllt  np,  were  greatly  restricted.  The  famous  Shansl 
banks,  through  whose  hands  nearly  all  Government  funds  formerly  passed  and 
who  were  the  chief  agents  for  all  interprovlncial  remittances,  were  compelled 
to  close  their  doors  when  the  Manchn  Government  lost  power;  while  all  other 
banks,  with  a  few  notable  exceptions,  being  unable  to  collect  money  due  to 
them  on  account  of  advances,  ceased  doing  boslneflfl.  The  few  that  remained 
■bowed  extreme  cantlon  and  engaged  only  in  transactions  Involving  no  risk 
whatever.  The  foreign  banks,  upon  whom  the  Chinese  banks  at  the  ports  ar* 
cUefly  dependent  for  their  supply  of  silver,  were  compelled  to  abstain  from  glr- 
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Ing  to  the  Chinese  banks  the  facilities  cnstomary  before  the  revolution.  Chinese 
dealers  therefore  found  many  Impediments  to  their  business;  more  especially 
was  It  difficult  to  arrange  for  remittances  and  for  sending  money  into  the  In- 
terior to  buy  produce.  But,  while  the  restriction  of  banking  facilities  greatly 
hampered  trade,  It  is  generally  felt  that  the  disappearance  of  so  many  mush- 
room banks,  engaged  rather  In  speculation  than  In  legitimate  banking  trans- 
actions, has  placed  business  on  a  safer  and  sounder  basis. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe  last  summer,  the  situation 
in  South  China  became  acute  and  for  a  time  nearly  all  the  native 
banks  in  Canton  and  Hongkong  closed  their  doors.  Gradually  there 
has  been  something  of  a  readjustment,  but  the  situation  is  far  from 
satisfactory.  There  are  in  Hongkong  23  of  the  larger  class  of  native 
banks  as  compared  with  35  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  This 
class  of  bank  usually  advances  money  to  the  Chinese  traders,  but 
since  the  war  they  have  restricted  credits  so  greatly  that  advances  are 
now  made  upon  gilt-edged  securities  only.  Of  the  small  class  of 
banks  there  are  now  30  in  operation  in  the  colony  as  compared  with 
49  before  the  war.  These  banks  no  longer  pretend  to  make  loans, 
but  are  confining  their  operation  only  to  speculation  in  silver  and 
subsidiary  coins  and  to  exchange  for  small  amounts  on  interior  points. 

In  Canton  there  are  now  in  operation  74  of  the  larger  sized  oanks, 
as  compared  with  about  125  before  the  war.  There  are  72  of  the 
smaller  class  banlcs  in  operation,  as  compared  with  about  150  before 
the  war,  the  exact  number  in  operation  before  the  war  being  im- 
known.  The  Canton  banks  do  the  same  sort  of  business  the  Hong- 
kong banks  do  in  their  respective  classes. 

Perhaps  the  worst  feature  of  the  situation  is  that  by  reason  of 
commercial  conditions  generally  the  large  foreign  banks  are  not  in 
a  position  to  advance  silver  or  credit  to  the  native  banks,  and  since 
this  state  depends  largely  upon  commercial  conditions,  the  whole  situ- 
ation represents  a  circle  which  seems  difficult  to  break. 

So  long  as  the  war  and  its  commercial  uncertainties  continue  there 
is  little  likelihood  of  general  credits  loosening  up  materially.  Until 
general  credits  in  this  field  are  more  liberal  manjr  lines  of  activity  on 
which  Chinese  prosperity  depends  will  be  restricted.  Any  general 
improvement  in  the  market  abroad  for  Chinese  produce  will  justify 
more  generous  advances  to  Chinese  industry  and  will  lead  to  marked 
imi)rovement  all  around.  However,  a  complete  revamping  of  the 
native  bank  system  will  be  necessary  in  any  event,  and  the  extraor- 
dinary development  of  the  Chinese  Government  bank  above  men- 
tioned indicates  that  this  need  is  not  confined  to  banks  serving  the 
small  business  man  only. 
Kew  Banking  Institutions. 

It  is  significant  that  practically  every  scheme  for  the  advancement 
of  commercial  intercourse  between  China  and  the  United  States  put 
forth  by  Chinese  chambers  of  commerce  and  business  men  generally 
include,  if,  indeed,  they  do  not  consist  of,  the  establishment  of 
Chino-American  banking  institutions.  It  is  a  part  of  the  plans  of 
the  Jai)anese  Government  and  Japanese  commercial  interests,  as  re- 
flected in  policies  following  the  signing  of  the  treaty  between  Japan 
and  China  and  all  having  to  do  with  the  advancement  of  Japanese 
interests  in  China  as  a  result  of  concessions  granted  by  China  fol- 
lowing the  taking  of  Tsingtau,  that  new  banking  facilities  be  estab- 
lished in  all  Japan's  sphere  of  influence  for  the  development  of  that 
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country's  business  with  China.  Much  of  the  further  development  of 
an  adequate  banking  system  for  China  depends  in  a  measure  upon 
the  reform  of  the  country's  monetary  currency;  but  some  improve- 
ment over  present  means  of  accommodating  native  dealers  interested 
in  foreign  trade  is  necessary  for  the  needs  of  the  present  and  the  im- 
mediate future  in  Chinese  trade. 


SHIP  UEASTJBEHENT  BEOTJLATIOirS  PUBLISHED. 

Segulations  interpreting  the  laws  that  relate  to  the  measurement 
of  vessels,  together  with  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  on 
that  subject  and  of  the  Suez  Canal  regulations,  have  been  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce,  in  a  single 
book  of  84  pages,  for  the  guidance  of  those  identified  with  maritime 
interests.  There  are  22  pages  of  instructions  for  the  tonnage  meas- 
urement of  vessels,  with  subdivisions  under  the  general  topics  of  gross 
tonnage  and  net  tonnage.  The  laws  of  the  United  Stated  relative  to 
the  measurement  of  vessels  include  those  applying  to  measurement, 
gross  tonnage,  deck  houses,  breaks,  etc.,  hatchways,  between  decks, 
open  vessels,  water  ballast^  net  tonnage,  crew  accommodations,  de- 
ductions for  other  purposes,  deductions  for  propelling  power,  reg- 
ister tonnage,  appendix  of  measurement,  vessels  exempt  from  meas- 
urement, and  measurement  of  foreign  vessels. 

Brief  reference  is  made  to  the  Panama  Canal  rules  for  measure- 
ment, with  the  statement  that  customs  officers  may  obtain  copies,  as 
well  as  supplies  of  Panama  Canal  tonnage  certificates,  from  the 
Chief  of  Office,  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C.  Questions  of 
interpretation  imder  the  Panama  Canal  measurement  rules  are  to  be 
submitted  in  writing  directly  to  the  Governor  of  the  Panama  Canal, 
Balboa  Heights,  Canal  Zone.  Decisions  on  such  subjects  are  to  be 
published  and  distributed  to  collectors  of  customs.  There  are  43 
pages  relating  to  the  Suez  Canal,  including  the  measurement  rules, 
memorandum  on  the  application  of  the  rules  of  1904  relative  to  the 
measurement  of  superstructures,  instructions  to  American  customs 
officers,  and  regulations  relating  to  the  measurement  of  United 
States  Naval  vessels  for  the  Suez  Canal,  the  last  mentioned  for  use 
in  the  preparation  of  tonnage  certificates  upon  which  tolls  may  be 
collected,  when  ships  of  the  United  States  Navy  have  occasion  to 
pass  through  that  canal. 

[There  is  a  limited  edition  of  this  publication.  Copies  will  be  sent  oat  on 
request  by  tbe  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Washington,  D.  C] 


EiaHEB  PBICES  FOB  AVSTBAIIAN  CATTLE. 

Prices  for  beef  cattle  in  Australia  keep  mounting.  The  record 
price  of  $118.42  was  noted  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  2, 1915, 
the  still  higher  quotation  of  $126.53  each  was  noted  in  the  issue  or 
August  6,  1915,  while  the  following  item  appears  in  the  Sydney 
Herald  of  July  23  under  the  caption  of  "Dear  meat;  phenomenal 
average  price  " : 

At  the  Adelaide  Abattoirs  on  Monday  out  of  a  line  of  200  cnttle  sold  for  Mr.  8. 
Kidman,  65  of  the  top  bullocks  realized  an  average  of  £30  1"^  5d.  (1149.26) 
per  bead. 
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GOOD  BESXTLTS  OF  CONSXTIAE  WOBK  IH  HOIIWAT. 

[ConsDl  B.  M.  Rasmusen,  Bergen,  July  24.] 

The  commercial  information  sought  by  Bergen  importers  in  the 
early  days  of  the'  war  concerned  food  products  almost  exclusively, 
but  in  due  time  the  inquiries  included  practically  everything  that 
had  previously  been  imported  from  the  belligerent  nations.  Among 
the  specific  results  of  the  trade-extension  efforts  made  by  the  Bergen 
consulate  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  calendar  year  might  be 
mentioned  an  order  for  portable  gasoline-driven  pumps  that  was 
filled  immediately,  and  subsequent  orders  which  are  now  awaiting 
delivery. 

The  same  firm  that  bought  the  pumps  is  negotiating  with  an 
American  company  for  a  small  compound  locomotive  for  the  Bergen- 
Os  narrow-guage  railway,  as  a  result  of  information  furnished  by 
this  ofiice,  which  contract,  pending  certain  formalities,  is  certain  of 
realization.  In  addition,  the  same  firm  has,  through  the  initiative 
of  this  oflSce,  purchased  rubber  tires  to  the  value  of  $13,400  from  an 
Ohio  manufacturer. 

American  Textiles  Introdnoed — Coffee  and  Feas. 

The  largest  wholesale  and  retail  dry-goods  establishment  in  west- 
em  Norway  requested  the  consulate's  assistance  recently  in  making 
arrangements  for  handling  American  textiles,  and  satisfactory  trade 
connections  have  been  effected. 

A  Bergen  firm  of  general  importing  agents  writes,  under  date  of 
July  17: 

Through  the  American  consulate's  initiative,  our  firm  has  established  trade 

connections  with  Messrs.  ,  of  New  York,  for  whom  we  have  sold  7,000 

bags  of  coffee,  and  through  the  consulate's  assistance  we  have  also  become  rep- 

i-e-sentatlves  of  Messrs. ,  New  York,  on  whose  account  we  have  sold  several 

thousand  bags  of  green  and  yellow  ijeas-^an  article  not  Imported  from  the 
United  States  prior  to  the  war.  The  consul  has,  furthermore,  given  our  firm 
suggestions  about  various  articles  of  American  manufacture  not  hitherto  im- 
ported to  Norway,  concerning  which  we  Kre  now  negotiating. 


BICE  IMFOBTS  AT  FUEBTO  CABELLO,  VENEZUELA. 

[Consul  Herbert  R.  Wright,  Puerto  Cabello,  Venezuela,  Aug.  2.] 

Quantities  and  values  of  rice  imported  into  the  port  of  Puerto 
Cabello,  Venezuela,  during  1914,  and  the  countries  from  which  it  was 
received,  were :  Germany,  1,143,830  pounds,  $26,691 ;  Holland,  1,870,- 
412  pounds,  $39,340;  United  States,  146,989  pounds,  $6,256. 

Eice  is  assessed  in  the  second  class  of  the  tariff  schedule,  paying 
0.11  bolivar  a  kilo,  or,  including  surtaxes,  $1.51  per  100  pounds  (1 
bolivar  =  19.3  cents;  1  kilo  =  2.2046  pounds). 

Eice  which  is  bought  in  the  United  States  at  3^  cents  and  4^  cents 
a  pound  sells  in  Puerto  Cabello  for  8  and  10  cents  a  pound,  respec- 
tively. 

[All  business  in  connection  with  rice  is  done  through  commission  firms.  Lists 
of  merchants  dealing  In  rice  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.  Commebcg  Reports  has  published 
articles  on  rice  markets  in  Uruguay,  on  June  24;  at  Bahia,  Brazil,  on  Apr.  8; 
in  Paraguay,  on  July  13;  la  Venezuela,  Chile,  and  Argentina,  on  Aug.  Cr;  and 
in  Panama,  on  Aug.  14.] 
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HAXKET  FOB  BOOFINaS  IS  UBTA,  NOBTE  AFBICA. 

[Conanl  W.  Boderi<A  Doner,  Tripoli,  Libya.] 

Until  a  comparatively  recent  date  there  was  no  market  in  this 
region  for  ready  roofings.  Italian  influence  has,  however,  chaiufed 
this  condition;  new  types  of  roofs  have  been  introduced,  and  a 
gradual  increase  is  likely  in  the  utilization  of  such  products ;  but  to 
make  the  demand  important  great  changes  must  take  place  in  the 
habits  and  purchasing  power  of  the  native  masses.  Of  the  1,050,000 
inhabitants  in  Libj^a,  95  per  cent  are  Arabs,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  these  are  nomadic.  Natives  who  live  in  the  oases  have  fixed  habi- 
tations— simple  dwellings  of  stone,  sun-dried  bricks,  or  packed  earth, 
with  roofs  fashioned  from  date-wood  rafters  overlaid  with  palm 
leaves  and  straw,  the  whole  being  covered  with  a  coating  of  lime 
plaster.  In  coast  towns  structures  are  either  of  stone  or  brick,  with 
division  walls  of  like  material. 

All  roofs  in  this  last  class  of  buildings  were  formerly  flat  and 
covered  with  Ume  concrete.  With  the  arrival  of  the  Italian  forces 
in  1911  the  need  for  military  accommodations  caused  great  build- 
ing activity.  Temporary  structures  were  erected  of  wood,  roofed 
with  etermt,  corrugated  iron,  paroid,  or  rubberoid.  Later  similar 
quarters  were  built  at  interior  points  and  knock-down  houses  of 
Uerman  ori^  were  introduced.  In  buildings  of  a  more  permanent 
character  reinforced  concrete,  concrete  blocks,  bricks,  and  etemit 
have  been  used.  Sloping  roofs  were  introduced;  the  newest  hotel 
has  one  of  etemit  slates,  and  its  exterior  walls  are  completely  cov- 
ered with  the  same  article  in  red.  The  headc[uarters  of  the  principal 
steamship  company — a  two-story  structure  with  tower — is  also  roofed 
and  sheathed  with  etemit,  as  are  tlie  warehouses  of  the  line.  Other 
buildings  and  roofs  similarly  made  are  to  be  seen  in  the  settlement. 

Character  and  Frioei  of  Etemit — Other  Booltng  Materials — ^Imports. 

Etemit  is  described  as  an  artificial  stone  and  is  said  to  be  com- 

Eosed  of  asbestos,  other  mineral  substances,  and  chalk,  fixed  and 
ardened  with  acids.  It  is  produced  by  an  Italian  firm  in  factories 
at  Casale  Monferrato.  Sheets  are  either  slate  color  or  red  and  are 
of  varying  sizes,  ranging  from  12  feet  3  inches  by  3  feet  11 J  inches 
to  1  foot  square.  The  smaller  sizes  have  found  readiest  sale.  All 
orders  are  shipped  direct  from  the  factory,  packed  in  crates  of  100 
sheets.  The  40  by  40  centimeter  sheets  (40  centimeters=l  foot  3} 
inches)  are  used  exclusively  for  roofs,  have  three  truncated  corners, 
and  are  sold  c.  i.  f.  Tripoli  at  42  lire  ($8.10)  per  100,  this  being  about 
|0.04J  per  square  foot.  The  large  sheets,  120  centimeters  (3  ftet  llj 
inches)  square,  are  quoted  at  471  lire  ($90.90)  and  those  100  centi- 
meters (3  feet  3J  inches)  square  at  328.50  lire  ($63.40)  per  100  sheets, 
this  being  $0,058  and  $0.59  per  square  foot,  respectively. 

This  material  can  be  cut  without  cracking,  and  with  the  aid  of  a 
specially  contrived  tool  nails  can  be  driven  through  with  facility. 
It  requires  no  underlining,  and  slates  are  attached  directly  to  the 
crossbeams  of  roofs  and  to  uprights  of  walls.  The  largest  sheets 
weigh  about  28^  pounds,  the  next  19J  pounds,  and  the  roofing  slates 
8  pounds  each.    In  addition  to  elates  and  sheets,  there  are  etermt 
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cornices,  ridge  covers,  ornamented  finishings  for  eaves,  tiles  for  floors, 
and  decorated  squares  for  interior  walls. 

Paroid  and  rubberoid  roofing  will  probably  find  little  demand  here 
except  for  temporary  buildings.  Another  paper  stocked  locally  is 
called  "cartoni  incatramati  feltri"  (tar-covered  felt  cardboard). 
It  comes  in  rolls  containing  10  square  meters  (107  square  feet)  and 
costs,  in  the  heaviest  grade,  0.80  lire  per  square  meter  ($0,014  per 
square  foot).  Corrugated  iron  also  found  some  favor  for  roofs,  and 
some  public  structures,  such  as  the  fish  market  and  customs  landing 
stage,  were  covered  with  it. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  1912  imports  of  roofing  materials  totaled 
not  less  than  $50,000,  and  in  1913  about  $40,000,  fully  75  per  cent 
being  etemit.  American  participation  in  1912  amounted  to  $2,000 
and  m  1913  to  $4,100.  At  present  there  is  a  lull  in  building  opera- 
tions, and  the  future  demand  is  uncertain.  The  demand  for  building 
papers  other  than  roofing  is  limited. 

[A  list  of  architects,  Importers,  and  others  In  Tripoli  who  might  be  Inter- 
ested In  roofing  and  similar  materials  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  40043.] 


EECEUT  AMEEICAN  TEADE  STATISTICS. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports,  for  the 
week  ending  August  21,  1915,  at  the  thirteen  principal  customs  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States,  handling  92  per  cent  of  total  imports  and 
exports,  based  on  transactions  in  June,  1915,  follows: 


Districts. 


Imports. 


Duties 
collected. 


Exports. 


Georgia  (Savannah) 

Massacbosetts  (Boston) 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Uaryland  (Baltimore). . 

Virginia  (NortoUc) 

New  Orleans 

Galveston 

San  Francisco 

Washington  (Seattle) . . . 

Boflalo 

Chicago 

liicblgan  (Detroit) 

Total 


$27,610 
229,656 
319,299 
586,!-33 
551,766 
lis, 002 
453,433 
1,357 
643,960 
119,403 
306,943 
405. 1R4 
457,907 


$103 

208,173 

2,755,218 

218,956 

20,493 

2,913 

18,843 

290 

11,466 

30,742 

6,265 

ra,471 

30,001 


$233,692 
3,599,495 

£9,584,547 
l,4o6,«4 
2,084,809 
1,602,007 
3,006,112 
250,740 
1,663,842 
1,038,835 
1,336,076 
1,114,227 
2,652,579 


32,198,560 


3,401,934 


50,823,833 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  August  21,  1915,  at 
the  twelve  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as 
follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Virginia 

lfarS5ftChURAtt!f             .■■.. 

234 
1,102 
6,452 

IfarrlAnd 

14,819 

New  York       

San  Francisco                              

750 

North  Carolina 

Washington 

2,161 

PhflftilAlnlifa 

Total 

25,518 
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JAPANESE  POINTS  TO  AHEBIOAN  OPPOBTITinTT. 

rCbarg^  d' Affaires  Post  Wheeler,  American  Embassy,  Tokyo,  July  23.] 

The  growth  of  trade  between  Japan  and  the  United  States  is  de- 
clared to  have  been  almost  phenomenal  in  an  article  on  "Japan  as 
a  market  for  American  goods,"  by  Minoru  Oka,  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Commerce  and  Industry,  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce, at  Tokyo,  published  in  the  Japan  Magazine.  "  Though  trade 
with  America  is  now  quite  prosperous,"  says  the  writer,  "  it  is  noth- 
ing to  what  it  might  be,  since  there  are  a  great  many  things  made  in 
America  which  Japan-needs  and  is  not  now  importing  to  any  appre- 
ciable extent;  and  in  the  same  way  there  are  a  great  many  goods 
which  Japan  can  supply  to  the  United  States.  Already  America 
gives  us  cotton  in  return  for  silk,  but  there  are  many  other  character- 
istic products  that  could  be  exchanged  with  equal  facility  and  profit 
and  which  would  help  to  bind  the  two  nations  more  economically 
together.  Then  the  Pacific  would  be  true  to  its  name.  With  the 
opening  of  the  Panama  Canal,  the  pride  of  America  at  the  dawn 
or  the  twentieth  century,  relations  netween  the  two  countries  must 
take  a  new  turn,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  commerce  and  trade  will 
have  much  to  do  with  their  mutual  destiny." 

Practical  Knowledge  Oalned  In  United  States. 

The  Japanese  official  says  of  the  general  relations  of  the  two 
countries : 

We  are  mucb  ludebted  to  America  In  many  ways  for  her  kind  guidance  In 
assisting  us  toward  the  achievement  of  a  new  Japan,  for  which  we  shall  always 
be  truly  grateful.  It  was  America  that  first  awakened  Japan  from  the  dream 
of  her  feudal  age  and  caused  a  national  consciousness  to  overflow  In  the  breasts 
of  her  people.  Since  then  Japan  baa  sent  a  great  many  of  her  sons  and 
daughters  to  become  acquainted  with  American  science  and  culture,  and  these 
on  returning  home  have  become  prominent  as  leaders  in  politics,  education, 
religion,  and  productive  Industry,  helping  to  create  the  new  Japan.  The  efTect 
of  the  practical  knowledge  which  these  students  Introduced  into  our  civilization 
has  caused  no  less  than  a  revolution,  especially  in  our  industrial  organization 
and  economic  expansion. 

The  writer  says  that  Japan's  biggest  demand  continues  to  be  for 
raw  cotton ;  that  the  country  is  every  year  coming  to  occupy  a  more 
and  more  important  position  as  the  supplier  of  cotton  yam  and 
cotton  goods  to  the  Orient  and  the  south  seas,  and  her  cotton  spin- 
ning industries  have  developed  at  a  marvelous  rate.  "As  the  de- 
mand for  fine  yarn  is  increasing,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  import 
of  American  cotton  will  also  increase.  This  will  be  further  benefited 
by  the  cheaper  freight  rates  brought  about  by  the  opening  of  the 
Panama  Canal." 

Petroleum  is  mentioned  as  the  second  most  important  product  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States,  although  its  future  is  held  to  be  in 
doubt  because  of  the  increasing  use  of  electricity  and  the  rich  oil 
wells  of  Japan.  Wheat  and  flour  are  given  high  position,  and  it  is 
stated  that  the  flour  mills  of  Japan  have  found  out  the  superiority 
of  American  wheat  for  dryness  and  uniform  quality.  "  Those  who  , 
can  afford  it,"  he  says, "  prefer  bread  made  from  American  wheat,  as 
it  is  rich  in  gluten  and  rises  well." 
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Room  for  Vast  Import  of  Iron  Kannf actures. 

A  statement  that  there  is  room  for  a  vast  import  in  iron  and  iron 
manufactures  from  the  United  States  to  Japan  is  followed  by  this 
renew  of  the  important  items : 

The  most  Important  now  in  demand  are  iron  pipes,  rails,  bars,  angle  iron,  and 
nails.  Tlie  constant  Increase  in  the  use  of  gas  in  Japan  causes  a  big  demand 
for  piping.  American  pipe  is  liked  because  it  is  more  malleable  than  that  from 
other  countries. 

Our  total  Imports  of  rails  reach  a  value  of  some  $1,992,000  a  year,  about  half 
of  which  come  from  the  United  States,  and  more  would  come  if  the  American 
rail  were  not  higher  in  price  than  the  German;  yet  the  former  has  the  advan- 
tage in  strength  and  weight  and  is  very  suitable  for  electric  railways,  German 
light  rails  are  usually  below  30  pounds  to  the  foot,  while  American  are  from  30 
to  120;  consequently  tlie  German  rails  are  used  mostly  for  Japanese  light  rail- 
ways. The  growing  Industry  In  electric  railway  enterprise  in  Japan  promises 
to  make  the  demand  for  rails  continue. 

In  rarious  kinds  of  machinery  there  is  room  for  further  Imports.  Among  the 
more  important  of  such  machines  are  electric  generators  and  motors,  sewing 
mactiines,  and  lathes.  Agricultural  implements,  gas  meters,  cranes,  pumps, 
steam  boiler  and  turbine  engines,  and  paper-making  machinery  are  also  imported. 
In  locomotives  and  railway  carriages  the  development  of  facilities  of  communi- 
cation will  enhance  the  future  demand. 

In  paraffin,  leaf  tobacco,  raw  rubber,  salted  salmon  and  trout,  aluminum,  zinc, 
mineral  oils,  pulp,  resin,  printing  paper,  acetate  of  lime,  watches,  and  bicycles 
there  is  a  considerable  importation  from  the  United  States,  and  in  future  an 
Increase  is  probable.  Other  articles  of  promise  are  carbolic  acid,  soda,  for- 
malin, other  chemicals,  gold  and  silver  solution,  hops,  pulp,  dyes,  paints,  woolen 
goods,  papers,  soaps,  perfumes,  etc. 


ELECTBOITSIS  MITiaATIOir  DfT  SPBINOFIELD,  OHIO. 

A  forthcoming  publication  on  electrolysis  mitigation  in  Spring- 
field, Ohio,  is  one  of  a  series  of  technolo^c  papers  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Standards  on  this  subject.  The  aim  is  to  reduce  the  great 
damage  done  to  city  water  and  gas  mains,  underground  telegraph 
and  telephone  cables,  etc.,  by  stray  currents  from  electric  railway 
lines.  It  is  shown  how,  by  the  use  of  a  specially  designed  copper 
cable  system,  improved  rail  bonding,  and  suitable  cross  connection 
between  different  railway  lines,  the  leakage  currents  in  these  under- 
^ound  structures  were  reduced  so  that  the  damage  by  stray  currents 
IS  now  practically  negligible. 

The  report  also  contains  recommendations  that  should  be  followed 
in  the  future,  both  by  the  railway  companies  and  by  the  city  authori- 
ties, to  maintain  these  satisfactory  conditions.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
bureau  that  this  definite  and  detailed  report  upon  the  problem  of 
electrolysis  mitigation  in  Springfield  will  be  of  service  to  other 
American  municipalities  that  have  to  deal  with  similar  problems, 
which  in  their  earlj  stages  need  careful  engineering  investigation 
rather  than  ill-considered  legislation  for  their  solution.  The  paper 
was  prepared  by  Messrs.  McCoUum  and  Ahlborn. 


"  The  Crops  of  India  "  constitute  a  large  section  of  the  new  Hand- 
book on  that  Empire.  Irrigation  methods  and  the  introduction  of 
American  farm  machinery  are  liberally  treated.  The  boolk  contains 
640  pages,  with  folder  map,  and  may  be  had  for  $1  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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BOUND-THE-WOEID  SEBVICE  FBOM  HOKaKONO. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  July  8.) 

During  the  war  in  Europe  and  also  pending  the  readjustment  of 
shipping  services  generally  as  a  result  of  the  war,  there  is  consider- 
able uncertainty  as  to  the  development  of  round-the-world  services 
from  Hongkong  to  the  United  States  via  the  Panama  Canal.  Most 
of  the  lines  now  serving  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States  from 
Hongkong  dispatch  ships  by  both  routes,  but  the  ships  usually  re- 
turn by  the  same  route,  and  in  any  event  the  services  are  not  stated  or 
regular.  The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  however,  has  announced  a 
"round-the-world"  service  of  cargo  ships  of  about  13,000  tons'  ca- 
pacity and  including  such  vessels  as  the  Toyama  Maru.  These  boats 
are  dispatched  once  a  month  from  Japan  to  Europe  by  way  of 
Hongkong,  proceeding  from  Europe  to  New  York  to  load  for  Japan 
and  Hongkong  for  return  by  the  Panama  Canal.  This  service  seems 
to  be  all  that  is  looked  for  at  present.  It  was  anticipated  that  the 
Japanese  Government  would  make  an  appropriation  for  a  subsidy 
for  a  direct  service  from  the  Far  East  to  the  eastern  coast  of  the 
United  States  and  possibly  to  Gulf  ports  via  Panama.  The  bill 
passed  the  lower  house,  but  the  turn  of  affairs  later  prevented  its 
passage  and  the  adoption  of  this  policy  by  the  Japanese  Govern- 
ment. The  service  of  ships  now  inaugurated  seems  to  be  all  that  can 
be  expected  from  this  port  at  present. 

Further  extensions  and  improvements  in  services  of  Japanese 
ships  are  also  announced.  The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  has  launched 
the  Hawaii  Maru  and  the  Manila  Maru^  two  ships  with  a  displace- 
ment of  18,000  tons  each,  a  speed  of  16  knots,  and  with  refrigerating 
space  for  500  tons  of  cargo,  which  are  to  go  into  trans-Pacific  service 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  first  trip  of  the  Hawaii  Maru  is  annoimced 
for  August  6  from  Hongkong  and  that  of  the  Manila  Maru  for 
October  12  from  this  port. 


SHOBTAOE  OF  AaBICULTUBAL  MACHINES  IN  BVSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  July  24.] 

The  Society  of  Bussian  Manufacturers  of  Agricultural  Machines 
and  Implements,  at  its  monthly  meeting  at  Moscow  in  July,  discussed 
the  great  difficulty  that  is  being  met  with  in  Russia  and  Siberia  in 
transporting  agricultural  machines  and  implements.  The  society 
decided  to  ask  the  Russian  Government  to  allow  agricultural  ma- 
chines and  implements  precedence  over  all  other  classes  of  private 
goods,  and  to  give  such  freight  the  same  privileges  of  speedy  trans- 
port as  are  enjoyed  by  perishable  goods.  It  appears  that  on  cer- 
tain lines  in  south  Eussia  such  a  concession  has  already  been  granted. 

It  is  announced  that  an  exhibition  is  to  be  held  at  Moscow  in  the 
middle  of  September  by  the  Chief  Administration  of  Agricultural 
Construction  and  Agriculture,  together  with  the  Moscow  Agricul- 
tural Societj,  to  give  Russian  manufacturers  of  agricultural  ma- 
chines and  implements  opportunity  to  show  that  they  can  replace 
the  machines  and  implements  from  other  countries,  imports  of  whidi 
have  been  interrupted. 
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OPESATIOHS  OF  BUSSIAN  KAUWAYS. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  July  8.]  - 

The  war  did  not  cause  any  reduction  in  the  gross  profits  of  the 
most  important  railway  companies  of  Russia.  On  the  contrary, 
their  gross  income  showed  a  material  increase,  except  in  the  case  or 
the  Vladikavkaz  Railway.  The  decrease  in  the  income  of  the  latter 
was  due  to  special  reasons  which  were  unconnected  with  the  trade 
returns  of  the  country.  The  increase  in  the  gross  income  of  the 
other  private  railway  companies  deserves  special  attention,  as  during 
recent  years  the  income  of  these  railways  has  depended  to  a  great 
extent  upon  the  exportation  of  Russian  grain  abroad,  which  was  en- 
tirely discontinued  during  the  latter  part  of  1914. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gross  and  net  income  of  the  most 
important  private  railroads  of  Russia  in  the  last  three  years : 


EaUroads. 

Oross  Income. 

Net  income. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1913 

1914 

119,018,960 
30,101.750 
15,923,350 
7,091,550 
39,391,050 

$20,625,750 
35,174,500 
17,412.  IM 
8,250,300 
32,004,800 

$22,407,650 
32,123,700 
18,287,050 
10,119,750 
32,846,700 

$8,394,500 
13,946,200 
8,451,150 
4,06.'i,35O 
13,106,750 

19,490,250 
17, 016,500 
8,884,050 
5.005,f00 
14,538,450 

$8,224,5.«0 
12,457,850 
8,980,750 
6,169,700 
13,462,100 

Vladtkavkai 

Ifosoow-Windaa-Rybtaisk  .... 
Nortbwn  DoneU 

A  CANADIAN  DEPABTTTaE  IN  BANEINO. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Aug.  18.] 

One  of  the  strongest  chartered  banks  in  the  Dominion,  having  370 
branches,  138  of  which  are  located  in  the  Provinces  of  Alberta,  Sas- 
katchewan, and  Manitoba,  has  inaugurated  a  publicity  campaign, 
calling  the  attention  of  manufacturers  and  importers  to  a  new  de- 
parture in  addition  to  their  regular  banking  busmess.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  a  recent  advertisement : 

EXTENSION  or  CANADIAN  TBAOE. 

The  bank  will  make  Inquiries  Into  the  possiblittles  nnd  requirements  of 
markets  abroad  for  exporters  and  importers  who  desire  to  extend  their  trade 
with  British  colonies  or  possessions.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  its  corre- 
spondents and  agents  it  has  unusual  facilities  for  this  work. 

Inasmuch  as  this  bank  has  several  branches  in  British  colonial 
possessions  an  effort  will  doubtless  be  made  toward  the  extension  of 
Canadian  trade  in  these  localities,  as  well  as  throughout  Canada. 


A  report  has  been  made  by  the  directors  of  the  Swedish  State 
Railways  in  relation  to  a  plan  recently  framed  by  a  commission  for 
the  reorganization  of  the  system.  The  changes  proposed  relate 
chiefly  to  the  qualifications  and  grading  of  the  employees  in  the 
various  branches  of  the  railway  service.  A  synopsis  of  the  report  has 
been  transmitted  by  Charge  d'Affaires  Jefferson  Caffery,  of  the 
American  legation  at  Stockholm,  and  may  be  had  by  application  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  64163, 
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BBAZIL'S  FOBEIOH  TEASE  FOB  THBEE  ICONTHS. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Kio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  June  8.] 

Figures  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  Brazil  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1915  show  that  while  the  balance  of  trade  for  the  first 
three  months  of  1914  was  in  favor  of  Brazil  hv  $17,082,518  the 
balance  for  the  same  period  in  1915  was  in  Brazil's  favor  by 
$39,019,350. 

Under  the  strain  of  the  financial  depression,  which  has  now  lasted 
well  over  a  year,  the  country  has  suffered  considerable  abatement  in 
its  purchasing  poAver.  To  this  day,  I  am  reliably  informed,  the 
market  is  still  living  in  many  articles  upon  the  stocks  accumulated 
during  the  period  of  overpurchasing  in  1912  and  1913.  Diagnosis 
of  this  peculiar  condition  of  overpurchasing  in  1912  and  1913  is  diffi- 
cult. Precise  data  are  wanting,  but  most  of  the  items  in  the  over- 
stocking seem  to  have  been  German  goods. 
General  Decrease  of  Imports  From  All  Countries. 

The  general  decrease  in  Brazil's  imports  from  all  foreign  coun- 
tries amounted  in  value  to  $31,726,651.  The  imports  of  1914  were 
$59,972,695,  and  those  of  1915,  $28,246,044. 

In  view  of  the  drop  of  more  than  50  per  cent,  the  decrease  in  the 
value  of  goods  imported  from  the  United  States  during  that  period — 
$8,230,663  in  the  1914  quarter  and  $7,064,773  in  1915,  a  decrease  of 
$1,165,890 — is  not  so  bad  a  showing.  It  is  something  like  13  per 
cent  only,  as  contrasted  with  Brazil's  decrease  of  about  50  per  cent 
in  purchasing  power.  The  showing  of  the  United  States  is  better 
than  that  of  any  of  the  countries  except  Holland,  British  India,  and 
Mexico. 
Exports  to  Some  Countries  Greatly  Increase. 

In  the  export  statistics  of  Brazil  for  the  first  three  months  of  1915 
Denmark  jumps  from  $117,102  to  $2,024,729;  Holland  from  $4,218,- 
775  to  $6,886,364;  Norway  from  $112,384  to  $677,138;  Sweden  from 
$642,213  to  $4,624,114;  and  Italy  from  $770,273  to  $1,937,204.  Im- 
ports into  Brazil  for  the  three-months  periods  of  1914  and  1915, 
with  figures  from  official  Brazilian  customs  statistics,  converted  into 
United  States  currency  equivalents  at  $0,546  to  the  (gold)  milreis, 
were: 


Countries  of  origin. 


Germany 

Argentina 

Austria-Hungary 

Bcigium 

Chile 

China 

Cuba 

Denmarlc 

Vnilod  States 

Franco 

United  Kingdom. 

Spain 

Netherlands 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 


1914 


»1,S29,523 

5, 770,  SSi 

83Sli8 

2,094,590 

80,962 

53,e«l 

10,278 

141,977 

8,230,663 

5,760,679 

14,099,576 

662,507 

351,926 

2,300,187 

20,853 

79,807 


ItlS 


$1,0.19,370 

4,873,416 

78,471 

32,162 

66 

30,961 

1,172 

92,874 

7,064,773 

1,335,561 

6,553,973 

251,144 

312,099 

1,624,744 

8,155 

83, 3M 


Countries  ot  origin. 


Norway 

Paraguay , 

Portugal , 

Canada 

India 

Ncwfotmdland  . . . , 

Russia 

Sweden 

Switzerland , 

Turkey  in  Asia 

Turltey  in  Europe 

Uruguay , 

Otber  countries... 

Total 


1914 


»37, 177 

36,606 

2,572,683 

397,474 

406.993 

1,536,300 

28,839 

335,482 

638,949 

22,313 

26,910 

917,855 

177,278 


59,973,605 


1915 


$767,449 

71,407 

1,441,103 

255,236 

50«.44S 

518,810 

1,979 

379, 04t 

218,763 

338 

io,gi» 

643,221 
124,10s 


2S,3«,0M 


The  exports  from  Brazil  for  the  first  three  months  of  1914  and 
1915,  with  figures  from  official  Brazilian  customs  statistics  con- 
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verted  into  United  States  currency  equivalents  at  $0.3236  for  1914 
and  $0.2592  for  1915  to  1  Brazilian  (paper)  milreis,  the  custom- 
house's "average  exchange"  for  the  respective  trimonthly  periods, 
were: 


Countries  of  destination. 


1914 


UlS 


Coimtries  of  destination. 


1«U 


1915 


Germany , 

Argentina 

Aostria-Hungary. 

Belgium 

Chite 

Denmark 

United  States'!!'.! 

lE^nee 

United  Kingdom 

Greece 

Spain 

Netberlands 

Canary  Islands... 

Italy 

Iforooco 

Norway 


$10, 363,594 

2,500,922 

2,285,642 

1,6*4,280 

197,535 

H7, 102 

196,696 

28,491,916 

7.968,151 

13,741,511 

8,325 

355,902 

4,218,775 

28,560 

770,273 

9.811 

112,334 


*103 
2,621,157 


112,497 

2,024,729 

492,943 

27,812,854 

7,863,062 

7,723,114 

856,997 

521,128 

6,886,364 

19,629 

1,937,204 

8,295 

677,138 


Paraguay 

Peru 

British  ports  (to  order) . . . 

Portucal 

British  possessions 

French  possessions 

Portuguese  possessions . 

Roumania 

Russia 

Sweden 

Turlcey  In  Asia 

Tiu-lcey  in  Europe 

Uruguay 

other  countries 

Total 


t21,og6 

2,059 

178,657 

675,348 

641,462 

2^0,613 

8,217 

43,588 

23,099 

642,213 

121,135 

133,627 

,378,883 

15,837 


•9 

1,085 
157,660 

868,534 
850,150 
206,179 
56,642 


4,624,114 
13,853 


974,927 
53,027 


77,065,213 


67,365,394 


Some  of  the  changes  revealed  by  the  comparative  figures  for  these 
corresponding  periods  in  two  successive  years  are  based  upon  the 
conditions  brought  about  by  the  European  war.  Some  of  the  coim- 
tries which  have  increased  their  totals  furnish  cargoes  to  other  coun- 
tries which  record  smaller  figures  in  their  direct  trade  with  Brazil. 


AirSTSAUA  IHPOBTS  AHERICAN  BUTTEB. 

As  pointed  out  in  Comsierce  Eeports  for  July  10,  1915,  Australia 
is  experiencing  a  marked  scarcity  of  butter.  It  has  been  forced  to 
become  an  importer  instead  of  an  exporter  of  this  article.  As  is  the 
case  with  other  necessities,  prices  are  fixed  during  the  war  by  the 
governments  of  the  several  Australian  States.  The  steamer  Colusa 
reached  Sydney  July  19  from  San  Francisco,  having  on  board  1,000 
cases  of  .American  butter  consigned  to  the  New  South  Wales  govern- 
ment. It  was  expected  that  the  marketing  of  this  shipment  would 
be  accompanied  by  a  proclamation  increasing  the  price  by  3d.  ($0.06) 
per  pound. 

About  a  week  later  a  second  shipment  of  American  butter  came  on 
the  Ventura,  this  also  consisting  of  1,000  cases.     The  butter  was 

?raded  into  seven  sections.  It  was  declared  to  be  of  excellent  quality, 
hese  consignments  were  distributed  by  the  State  government,  act- 
ing on  the  advice  of  the  butter  board.  Of  the  1,000  cases  received 
on  the  Ventura  the  attorney  general  reserved  150  for  hospitals  and 
vai'ious  charitable  institutions. 

Local  butter  was  practically  unobtainable  at  that  time,  and  the 
shortage  is  a  matter  of  serious  concern  to  the  Australian  people. 
Quotations  at  Sydney  on  July  28  were:  Wholesale,  where  new 
boxes  are  used — First  grade,  $45.41  per  hundredweight  (hundred- 
weight=112  pounds);  second  grade,  $44.20;  third  grade,  $42.98; 
these  prices  to  include  $0.36  charge  for  boxes  and  the  usual  cartage 
charge,  not  exceeding  $0.12  per  hundredweight.  Where  new  boxes 
are  not  used — First  grade,  $45.05  per  hundredweight;  second  grade, 
$43.83;  third  grade,  $42.62;  including  boxes  and  cartage  charge. 
Ketail  prices  were  $0.04  in  addition  to  the  wholesale  prices. 
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AHEBICAir  TBADE  IH  COPPEB. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  August  14,  1915,  follow: 

IMPORTS. 


Countries. 

Ore,  matio  and  reg- 
ulus  (copper  con- 
tents). 

Pigs,   Ingots,    bare, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 

England 

Pimndt. 
49,778 
109,946 

$5,623 
13,866 

Pound*. 

1,879,063 

350 

2,018 

t328,566 
SS 

Panania .         , 

208 

Newfoundland 

150,000 
1,413,365 

21,168 
168,210 

Cuba 

BrasU 

1,102,000 

108,300 

2,332,211 

187,340 

Chile  .". 

30.294 

39,650          3,310 

vaum 

Total 

1,702,739 

212,177 

5,483,932 

809,330 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Countries. 


Denmark , 

France 

Italy 

Russia  in  Europe 

Spain 

England 

Canada 

Central  America. . 

Mexico 

Mewioundland . . . 


Pigs,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 


Ponnds. 

l,00;s.524 

3,199,047 

1,390,429 

3,097,945 

120,011 

2,574,752 

1,002 

2,313 

2,244 

754 


$178,738 

£04,212 

238,009 

758,080 

13,130 

474,119 

238 

476 

399 

174 


Countries. 


Cuba , 

Braiil 

Chile , 

Colombia 

Peru 

Russia  in  Asia 
Australia 

Total... 


Figs,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 


Pound: 
1,393 
7,906 
2,007 
3,8110 
1,950 

1,792,392 
121,283 


13,927,812 


$259 

1,479 

424 

901 

473 

»3,0$4 

23,593 


2,580,788 


SUEWOBH  CULTVBE  IS  CAUFOBNIA. 

[From  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  Xor  Aug.  8.) 

Agriculturists  of  Yuba  County  are  beginning  to  experiment  quite 
extensively  with  the  culture  of  silk,  acting  on  advice  received  from 
experts  that  it  can  be  made  a  success  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It  is 
said  the  climate  here  is  particularly  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
the  mulberrjr  tree  and  the  development  of  the  silkworm. 

It  is  predicted  here  that  there  will  be  a  rush  to  plant  mulberry 
trees  in  this  section  next  year  as  a  result  of  the  success  that  has 
crowned  the  efforts  of  local  ranchers  at  silk  culture.  The  eggs  which 
are  being  used  here  were  imported  for  the  most  part  from  Italv, 
and  the  worms  obtained  from  them  are  said  to  be  ooing  remarkably 
well. 

The  mulberry  tree  has  been  grown  extensively  throughout  this  sec- 
tion for  many  years  and  it  has  made  possible  the  present  experi- 
ments. In  the  past  the  industry  has  not  been  developed  here  becau.se 
few  understood  the  method  by  which  it  is  conducted. 

[The  activities  of  a  woman's  silk-culture  society  of  Napa  County,  Cal.,  were 
mentioned  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  May  4,  1914] 
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ATTSTSAUAirS  ADOPT  VSE  OF  POWEB  SPSATINO  OTTTFITS. 

Commercial  houses  in  New  South  Wales  have  added  spraying  ma- 
chinery to  their  stocks,  following  the  increased  interest  in  that  sec- 
tion in  more  effective  methods  of  destroying  orchard  pests  than  have 
been  employed  in  the  past.  The  Sydney  Morning  Herald  says  that 
some  very  fine  classes  of  outfits  have  been  introduced  to  meet  the 
demand  created  by  the  increasing  knowledge  of  fruit  pests  and  the 
necessity  for  their  successful  treatment.  In  the  Paterson  section  of 
that  colony  it  states  that  spraying  is  done  regularly  on  most  of  the 
working  orchards.  The  recommendation  is  made  that  every  fruit 
grower  with  an  orchard  of  any  size  should  have  a  power  spraying 
outfit,  on  the  ground  that  it  does  the  work  more  efficiently  and  more 
economically. 

Australians  have  been  giving  attention  to  the  efficiency  of  various 
classes  of  these  sprays,  recognizing  that  in  destroying  certain  pests 
high-pressure  spraying  is  necessary.  Requirements  dependent  also 
upon  the  size  of  the  orchard  have  been  considered.  For  the  man 
with  the  small  orchard  which  will  require  not  more  than  4,000  or 
5,000  gallons  of  mixture  to  make  a  single  application,  it  is  estimated 
that  machines  having  a  capacity  of  3^  to  4i^  gallons  per  minute  will 
be  adequate,  but  for  orchards  requiring  up  to  7,000  to  10,000  gallons 
of  mixture  for  making  a  single  application  a  capacity  of  6^  to  7 
gallons  per  minute  has  been  recommended.  For  very  large  orchards 
the  capacity  needed  is  estimated  at  10  gallons  per  minute. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  methods  of  fighting  pests,  one  of  the 
leading  orchardists  near  Paterson  has  also  fumigated  his  trees. 
Although  this  is  described  as  the  most  efficacious  method,  fumigation 
is  difficult  with  large  trees. 

Many  young  apple  growers  in  New  South  Wales  are  noAv  getting 
their  first  returns.  Several  this  season  netted  up  to  $146  from  an 
acre  of  6-year-old  trees,  planted  25  feet  apart,  making  75  trees  to 
the  acre. 

WHEAT  HAB7EST  IS  ATTSTSALIA. 

[Sydney  Morning  Herald,  July  26.] 

The  State  attorney  general  says  that  if  the  anticipations  of  a 
bumper  crop  are  realized  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
compulsorily  to  acquire  the  wheat  next  season. 

"  It  is  known,  of  course, "  said  Mr.  Hall, "  that  the  Government  guar- 
anteed 4s.  ($0,973)  per  bushel  for  wheat  grown  on  new  land,  and 
the  cabinet  is  now  considering  what  methods  shall  be  adopted  to 
enable  this  wheat  to  be  sold  without  a  loss  to  the  State.  Already 
farmers  are  asking  that  the  Government  should  handle  portion  of 
the  crop  of  which  4s.  was  not  guaranteed  in  addition  to  that  grown 
on  new  land.    This  matter  is  receiving  consideration. 

"  It  is  rather  a  striking  fact  that  wheat  in  the  State  is  coming  for- 
ward very  freely  now.  I  am  informed  by  the  Wheat  Acquisition 
Board  that  this  is  due  to  the  fact  farmers  are  realizing  that  it  is 
likely  wheat  will  be  worth  less  than  4s.  next  year  and  are  hurrjdng 
their  grain  into  the  market  before  prices  drop." 
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SCABCITT  OF  BINSEB  TWIHE  JS  SITSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henr;  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Jaly  22.] 

The  existing  serious  shortage  of  binder  twine  in  Russia  has  shown 
the  great  dependence  of  Russia  upon  the  United  States  for  both  the 
binders  and  the  twine  desirable  for  the  more  profitable  and  con- 
venient harvesting  of  its  enormous  crops.  The  ordinary  exports  of 
twine  from  the  United  States  to  Russia  did  not  materialize  this  year, 
partly,  perhaps,  because  American  manufacturers,  on  account  of 
naving  difficulty  in  obtaining  raw  material  from  Mexico,  may  have 
had  about  all  they  could  do  to  provide  for  the  American  demand. 
Moreover,  they  were  disinclined  to  export  to  Russia  owing  to  the 
abnormal  conditions  of  Russian  exchange,  making  it  practically  im- 
possible to  remit  to  the  United  States  without  loss,  and  also  owing 
to  transportation  difficulties. 

Special  SUpment  from  United  States. 

Several  months  ago  the  Russian  Government,  appreciating  the 
heavy  losses  that  might  result  to  the  agriculturists  of  the  Empire 
through  shortage  of  twine  with  which  to  harvest  the  growing  crop, 
requested  one  leading  American  company  to  see  that  sufficient  twine 
was  brought  into  the  country  to  supply  all  reasonable  needs.  When 
explanation  was  made  of  the  difficulties  of  bringing  in  American 
twine,  the  Government  agreed  to  purchase  from  this  company  over 
$1,000,000  worth  of  twine  to  be  shipped  early  in  July  from  New  York 
via  Archangel,  payment  being  made  in  New  York,  and  transporta- 
tion being  specially  arranged  by  the  Russian  Government  itself.  It 
is  feared,  however,  that  this  twine  will  arrive  too  late  to  assist  the 
harvesting  in  any  but  the  most  northerly  districts  of  Russia  and 
Siberia.  The  great  wheat  regions  of  South  Russia  this  year  will 
probably  have  not  enough  twine  for  binding  more  than  half  of  the 
crop  usually  gathered  by  binders.  This  will  probably  cause  a  spe- 
cially large  demand  for  reapers  and  the  Russian-made  lobogreika  (a 
reaper  worked  by  two  men),  which  harvest  the  grain  without  bind- 
ing. The  inability  to  bind  the  grain  may  cause  much  waste,  partly 
because  much  grain  may  be  lost  through  delay  in  getting  it  under 
shelter,  and  partly  because  of  losses  in  handling  tmbound  grain. 

Terms — Bnssian  Kanufacture — Sources  of  Imports. 

Binder  twice  for  use  in  Russia  should  be  always  on  hand  by  May  1, 
when  deliveries  should  begin.  The  usual  method  of  paying  for  twine, 
by  both  dealers  and  consumers,  is  20  per  cent  cash  on  delivery  and 
80  per  cent  between  September  1  and  November  1,  usually  in  two 
equal  payments.  It  is  useless  to  expect  cash  for  the  full  amount  on 
delivery,  even  from  the  largest  and  wealthiest  dealers. 

Attempts  made  by  various  Russian  manufacturers  of  string,  twine, 
rope,  etc.,  to  make  a  twine  for  binders  met  with  little  success,  and 
comparativelj[  little  binder  twine  of  Russian  manufacture  has  been 
sold.  The  chief  faults  found  with  the  Russian-made  binder  twine  is 
that  it  is  not  even  enough,  containing  too  many  lumps  at  irregular 
intervals,  and  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  flexible. 

The  greater  part  of  the  binder  twine  sold  on  the  Russian  market 
is  manufactured  in  the  United  States.    England  sends  fairly  large 
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quantities.  The  trade  is  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  these  two 
countries.  This  year,  however,  small  supplies  have  been  received 
from  Sweden  also. 

Buying  Binders  and  Twine  from  Same  Firm. 

In  selling  binder  twine  in  Russia  and  Siberia,  a  great  advantage 
rests  with  manufacturers  who  make  not  only  binders  but  twine,  as 
the  dealers,  especially  the  smaller  ones,  find  it  more  convenient  to  buy 
the  binders  and  the  twine  from  the  same  firm.  Such  manufacturers 
of  binders  in  America  and  other  countries  as  do  not  make  twine 
usually  buy  it  from  manufacturers,  and  sell  both  articles  to  the 
Bussian  dealers.  Owing  to  the  fact,  however,  that  such  binder  manu- 
facturers usually  desire  to  make  a  comparatively  large  margin  of 
profit  on  the  sale  of  twine  of  their  own  or  other  make,  a  number  of 
the  larger  Russian  dealers,  especially  those  doing  business  with 
manufacturers  of  binders  who  do  not  make  twine,  prefer  to  buy  their 
twine  direct  from  twine  manufacturers.  Such  dealers  have  hitherto 
placed  their  orders  usually  with  English  manufacturers,  first,  because 
the  latter  have  sent  their  traveling  representatives  to  Russia,  and 
secondly,  because  they  have  shown  much  more  inclination  than  their 
American  competitors  to  give  the  required  credit. 

Imports — Conditions  of  Bussian  Uanafaotiire. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Petrograd  in  June  of  the  Chief  Administra- 
tion of  Agricultural  Construction  and  Agriculture,  together  with 
representatives  of  Russian  manufactiirers  of  agricultural  machinery 
and  the  zemstvos,  the  question  of  binder  twine  was  discussed.  It 
was  mentioned  that  of  late  years  the  imports  of  binder  twine  have 
been  as  follows:  1911,  21,000,000  pounds;  1912,  25,000,000  pounds; 
1913,  10,800,000  pounds;  1914,  30,000,000  pounds.  The  drop  in  1913 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  in  some  of  the  districts  where  many  binders 
were  used  the  1912  crops  were  poor,  so  that  large  stocks  of  twine 
were  left  on  hand.  Siberia  also  had  a  poor  harvest,  and  there  also 
much  twine  was  left  over. 

It  was  explained  that  any  Russian  manufacturer  who  had  hither- 
to made  binder  twine  had  been  compelled  to  import  raw  materials 
from  abroad,  such  as  Manila  or  New  Zealand  hemp  and  Mexican 
sisal,  and  had  therefore  been  unable  to  compete  on  favorable  terms 
with  foreign  manufacturers.  Three  manufacturers  of  binder  twine 
in  south  Russia  closed  down  in  1913,  leaving  only  a  factory  in 
Odessa  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  binder  twine.  In  view  of  the 
difficulties  experienced  now  in  obtaining  manila,  a  few  factories 
have  been  experimenting  in  making  binder  twine  from  Russian  hemp, 
but  only  small  quantities  have  been  produced,  and  those  mainly  by 
handwork  (kustamy)  in  the  Penza,  Simbirsk,  and  Tomsk  Provinces. 

In  discussing  methods  to  be  adopted  for  overcoming  the  danger 
of  shortage  of  binder  twine,  it  was  explained  that  a  number  of  private 
firms  dealing  in  twine  had  recently  given  orders  for  a  total  of  20,000,- 
000  pounds,  and  would  have  ordered  more  could  they  have  been  guar- 
anteed timely  delivery  in  the  interior  via  Vladivostok  or  Archangel. 

It  was  also  stated  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture  had  made  a 
grant  for  experimenting  in  making  twine  from  Russian  hemp,  for 
teaching  workmen  for  factory  production,  and  peasants  for  kustamy, 
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or  hand  production.  The  experiments  have  shown  that  excellent 
binder  twine  suitable  for  binders  can  be  obtained  from  Russian  hemp, 
but  only  on  condition  that  it  is  made  of  the  very  best  material  and 
that  strict  attention  is  paid  to  the  necessary  thiclcness,  evenness,  etc. 

[The  subject  of  binder  twine  in  Russia  was  discussed  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  June  24  (In  connection  with  Russian  wheat-crop  prospects),  July  24,  and 
Aug.  20, 1015.] 


NEW  OBLEANS-SOUTH  AUEBICAH  STEAHSHIF  SEBVICE. 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  E.  Judd,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Aug.  21.] 

The  Caribbean  &  Southern  Steamship  Co.  (Inc.)  announced  this 
week  the  establishment  of  a  regular  steamship  service  from  New 
Orleans  to  Brazil  and  the  Argentine.  The  first  sailing  will  be  that 
of  the  Peter  U.  CroiceU,  which  is  scheduled  to  leave  this  port 
August  30. 

This  service  opens  up  a  new  market  for  New  Orleans  and  vicinity, 
for  heretofore  all  freight  from  this  port  to  Brazil  has  had  to  go  via 
New  York.  New  Orleans  rivals  New  York  as  a  coffee-importing 
port,  but  has  been  on  the  triangular  route  system,  vessels  carrying 
cotton  or  other  cargo  from  here  to  Europe  and  taking  manufactured 

foods  thence  to  Brazil.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  an  inquiry  for  cypress 
orwarded  by  one  of  the  bureau's  special  agents  from  Brazil  could 
not  be  utilized  here  because  of  lack  of  steamship  connections.  At 
present  several  inquiries  from  Brazil  for  box  snooks  are  directly 
affected  by  this  announcement. 

The  Caribbean  &  Southern  Steamship  Co.  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
Seeberg  Line,  reorganized  and  with  increased  capital.  The  Seeberg 
Line  has  been  operating  a  Caribbean  service  out  of  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans,  with  headquarters  in  Mobile.  It  is  understood  that  New 
Orleans  will  be  the  home  port  of  the  new  company. 


SCARCITT  OF  PAPER  IN  SIBEBIA. 

[Consul  General  John  U.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  Russia,  Jul;  8.] 

All  of  the  Siberian  newspapers,  50  in  number,  are  suffering  from 
the  great  scarcity  of  paper  felt  in  Siberia  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  Beyond  Lake  Baikal  some  papers  had  to  be  discontinued  for 
lack  of  paper ;  others  were  issued  on  colored  paper.  The  prices  of 
paper  used  for  newspapers  (most  of  which  is  supplied  by  Finland) 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  increased  by  20  per  cent;  in  April  a 
further  rise  of  30  per  cent  took  place,  while  in  May  the  printing 
offices  received  the  intimation  that  the  prices  were  subject  to  a  fui'ther 
increase  of  40  per  cent.  Under  such  conditions,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  copies  sold  daily  has  doubled  in  com- 
parison with  the  preceding  year,  most  of  the  papers  have  great  diffi- 
culty in  making  both  ends  meet.  All  printing  offices  are  awaiting 
with  impatience  the  opening  of  the  paper  factory  at  Tomsk,  the  first 
paper  mill  in  Siberia. 

The  investment  of  capital  in  the  paper  industry  in  Siberia  prom- 
ises large  profits. 
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CONSTBTTCnOH  WOBK  ABROAD. 

ATTSTKAUA. 

(Sydney  Morning  Herald,  Jaly  24;   «uppl(>mentlng  article  Id  Commebcb  Reports  for 

Aug.  21,  191B.] 

&«pid  Progress  of  the  Wheat-BIerator  Flan. 

Mr.  Grahame,  Minister  for  Agriculture,  who  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Ashford,  Minister  for  Lands,  Mr.  Valder,  Director  of  Agri- 
culture, and  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  Harbor  Trust,  visited  Glebe  Island 
yesterday  morning  to  inspect  a  site  where  it  is  proposed  to  erect 
a  terminal  grain  elevator.  If  erected,  this  would  be  part  of  a  huge 
scheme  of  wheat  handling,  which  is  at  present  before  the  Public 
(Works  Conmiittee,  and  which  is  estimated  to  entail  an  expenditure  of 
$11,000,000.  The  idea  is  to  build  silos  in  the  wheat-growing  districts 
and  a  terminal  elevator  at  Newcastle  and  at  Sydney,  the  former  to 
cost  $375,000  and  the  latter  $875,000,  and  also  to  have  a  proportion 
of  the  existing  railway  rolling  stock  converted  so  that  the  grain  could 
be  carried  in  bulk.  It  is  intended  that  the  country  silos  should  be 
in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  where  the  wheat  would 
be  graded,  owners  being  allowed  monetary  advances  on  their  consign- 
ments. When  the  gram  was  put  in  the  railway  trucks  it  would  then 
pass  into  the  control  of  the  Railway  Department,  where  it  would  be 
dispatched  to  either  the  Newcastle  or  Sydney  terminal  elevators, 
after  which  it  would  be  put  on  board  the  vessels  for  export.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  whole  of  the  cost  to  the  grower  from  the  time  the 
wheat  is  put  into  the  country  silo  until  it  is  in  the  vessel's  hold  will 
be  less  than  the  cost  of  the  bags  which  are  used  at  present. 

A  conference  will  shortly  be  held  between  representatives  of  the 
Harbor  Trust,  the  Railway  Commissioners,  and  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  decide  as  to  the  location  of  the  terminal  sites,  and 
also  the  preparation  of  plans. 

Mr.  Grahame  said  that  if  the  Public  Works  Committee  agree  to 
the  carrying  out  of  the  scheme  he  hoped  to  have  the  work  well  in 
hand  early  next  year.  About  10  months  would  be  required  for  the 
erection  of  the  elevators. 

CHUJS. 

[Consnl  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  July  21.] 
Bailroad  Constmetioa  In  Horthem  Chile. 

The  Longitudinal  Railway  has  been  completed  and  placed  in  op- 
eration as  far  north  as  the  station  of  Pintados.  The  construction  of 
the  connecting  line  to  join  the  main  line  to  an  ocean  port  at  Iquique 
was  started,  but  work  has  been  stopped  on  account  of  exhaustion 
of  funds  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  In  order  that  work  may 
continue  it  is  now  proposed  by  the  Government  to  expend  the  sum 
of  $881,000  Chilean  paper  currency  ($133,960  United  States  cur- 
rency) during  the  coming  year.  Of  this  sum  681,000  pesos  is  to  be 
withdrawn  from  appropriations  made  for  other  public  works  which 
are  now  deemed  of  lesser  importance  than  this  railway,  and  the 
remaining  200,000  pesos  is  to  come  from  available  funds  remaining 
from  the  loan  made  on  account  of  the  Arica-La  Paz  Railway.  The 
completion  of  this  line  to  Ic|uique  will  open  up  for  development 
some  nitrate  land  and  other  mineral  deposits. 

It  has  been  decided  to  postpone  the  construction  of  the  railway 
line  which  was  to  connect  the  Longitudinal  Railway  with  the  porta 
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of  Antofagasta  and  Mejillones.  This  branch,  which  was  to  start 
from  the  main  line  at  Baquedano  Station,  will  probably  be  built 
when  the  financial  condition  improves. 

From  Uyuni,  Bolivia,  a  station  on  the  Antofagasta  to  Bolivia 
Railroad,  a  line  has  been  imder  construction  in  a  southeasterly  direc- 
tion towards  the  Bolivian  city  of  Tupiza.  The  present  northern 
terminus  of  Argentine  railways  is  at  La  Quiaca,  a  point  on  the  fron- 
tier directly  south  of  Tupiza.  The  completion  of  the  line  from  Uyuni 
to  Tupiza  and  the  construction  of  a  line  between  Tupiza  and  La 
Quiaca  will  provide  a  through  rail  route  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
to  the  Pacific.  Newspaper  reports  state  that  the  Bolivian  Govern- 
ment has  made  arrangements  with  a  French  house  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  line  between  Tupiza  and  La  Quiaca. 
Qalok  Passatre  Across  the  Andes. 

The  time  for  passage  over  these  roads  when  completed  will  not 
exceed  four  days  between  Antofagasta  and  Buenos  Aires,  and  it  is 
stated  that  this  more  northern  route  across  the  Andes  will  have 
pome  advantages  over  the  one  now  existing  via  Mendoza  in  that  it 
will  not  be  subject  to  interruption  of  traffic  by  snowstorms  in  the 
winter  months. 

Another  project  for  a  railroad  connecting  the  northern  part  of 
Chile  with  the  Argentine  Republic  is  that  of  a  line  connecting  Anto- 
fagasta or  Mejillones  with  the  city  of  Salta,  in  northern  Argentina. 
It  is  believed  that  there  would  be  sufficient  traffic  to  justify  such  a 
line,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  this  project  has  been  fought  consistently  by 
the  agricultural  interests  in  the  south  of  Chile,  who  have  feared  that 
the  source  of  supply  of  articles  consumed  in  northern  Chile  would  be 
transferred  to  the  Argentine  Republic.  It  is  stated  that  the  cost  of 
construction  of  this  line  would  not  be  prohibitive  and  that  it  also 
would  not  be  subject  to  snow  blockades  in  winter.  The  completion  of 
either  of  these  through  routes  will  place  the  Pacific  coast  of  the 
United  States  in  good  commimication  with  Argentina. 

PHILIPPINES. 

[Manila  Daily  Bulletin,  July  13.] 
Boom  In  Building  Projects  Sets  In. 

Designs  for  a  number  of  important  btiilding  projects  for  Manila 
which  were  in  various  stages  of  completeness  when  the  European 
war  started  and  have  since  been  awaiting  the  effect  that  the  war  and 
other  disturbing  conditions  would  have  on  local  finances  are  abotit  to 
materialize.  An  interview  by  a  representative  of  this  paper  with  a 
local  architect  yesterday  brought  forth  the  following  statement : 

Although  conditions  In  the  building  business  in  the  way  of  prosperity  are 
not  nil  that  could  be  desired  there  Is  a  strong  and  steady  increase  in  the  de- 
maud  for  the  architect's  services.  The  projected  work  which  has  been  held  up 
for  the  past  two  years  is  gradually  receiving  the  attention  of  the  owners,  and 
plana  are  being  taken  from  their  flies  and  being  discussed. 

A  ni'.mber  of  important  edlflces  were  projected  for  Calle  Dasmariiias  which 
have  been  left  in  the  air  as  it  Were,  due  to  the  government  shutting  down  on 
carrying  through  Its  project.    The  reason  was  lack  of  funds. 

Itegardless  of  this,  and  with  no  encouraging  assurance  that  the  city  will  give 
this  new  Escolta  its  attention  soon,  one  enterprising  Euroi)ean  firm  is  having 
designed  two  modern  concrete  steel  business  buildings,  three  stories  high,  each 
equipped  with  electric  elevators  and  all  modern  conveniences.  One  will  be 
occupied  by  the  owner  and  the  other  will  be  rented  to  other  parties. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS.  989 

Another  Important  piece  of  construction  work  which  will  restore  confidence 
to  the  business  public  Is  a  project  to  build  a  coconut-oil  mill  with  locat  capital. 
The  preliminary  work  In  organization  has  been  completed  and  negotiations  have 
been  entered  into  with  the  owners  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  the  Pasig 
Klver  near  the  railroad.  As  soon  as  a  deal  has  been  consummated  for  a  site  the 
work  on  plans  will  be  rushed  to  completion.  Native  capital  is  playing  an 
ImiMrtant  part  in  this  new  enterprise. 

Other  projected  construction  work  which  is  now  definitely  moving  along  ia 
warehouses  for  American  manufacturers  of  lubricating  oils,  a  half-miHlon  peso 
($250,000)  casino,  recreation  park  and  seaside  resort,  and  many  other  butidiugs  of 
a  more  or  less  important  character. 

The  Indications  are  that  the  last  few  months  of  Improving  conditions  In  local 
business  have  taken  the  shape  of  a  steady  and  permanent  nature. 

Loans  for  Public  Works  Increase. 

The  program  of  provincial  and  municipal  public  works  for  the 
fiscal  year  of  1915  is  steadily  growing  larger,  the  total  of  insular 
loans  to  towns  and  Provinces  toward  the  cost  of  these  projects  made 
during  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  Jime  being  no  less  than 
$254,128,  of  which  $61,000  is  to  be  expended  in  the  constrtiction  of 
public-market  buildings. 

The  biggest  project  in  which  the  insular  government  has  taken  an 
interest,  however,  is  the  proposed  waterworks  for  the  municipality 
of  Zamboanga.  Already  a  loan  of  $52,500  has  been  made  for  this 
purpose,  and  it  is  understood  that  a  further  loan  of  $35,000  is  to 
follow  when  the  money  is  needed. 

As  announced  at  the  executive  bureau  early  in  April,  the  market- 
construction  program  for  the  present  year  is  very  extensive.  It  ia 
estimated  that  about  $400,000  will  be  spent  for  market  buildings  in 
various  towns  throughout  the  archipelago  during  1915,  and  of  this 
sum  nearly  $350,000  will  come  from  the  insular  government  in  the 
form  of  loans.  Up  to  April  1,  $48,000  had  been  loaned  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  the  half-year  total  is  now  $109,000. 

PBOFOSED  BANEINa  LEaiSLATION  HT  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Jnly  31.] 

Under  the  above  title.  Commerce  Keports  on  Febnianr  18,  1915. 
published  an  article  describing  a  project  of  the  Spanish  Minister  or 
Finance  to  develop  Spain's  export  trade  and  to  assist  its  importa- 
tions. The  project,  briefly,  was  to  form  a  new  bank  under  direction 
of  the  Bank  of  Spain,  but  participated  in  by  as  many  banks  and 
private  bankers  as  cared  to  join;  this  new  bank  was  to  make  loans 
and  discounts  against  commercial  paper,  bills  of  lading,  warehouse 
receipts,  and  the  like.  The  project  failed  of  acceptance  within  the 
time  limit  by  the  banks  eligible  to  participate  and  no  legislation  re- 
sulted. 

The  idea,  however,  is  being  renewed  in  another  form — the  banks 
of  Spain  are  to  arrange  themselves  in  groups  according  to  geo- 
graphical location,  and  an  intending  borrower  with  any  of  the  above- 
named  collateral  will  apply  to  the  group  of  his  district.  The  repre- 
sentative of  the  group  will  apply  to  the  Bank  of  Spain  for  the  funds 
necessary  to  make  the  loan  and  the  Bank  of  Spain  will  advance  the 
money  in  consideration  of  75  per  cent  of  the  profit  to  the  local  group 
of  banks.  It  is  said  that  the  project  in  this  form  is  meeting  with 
favor. 

This  is  but  one  of  the  many  steps  being  taken  by  Spain  in  the  pres- 
ent movement  to  stimulate  export  trade. 
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FOKEIGN  TABIFFS. 

CANADA. 

[Customs  Memorandum  No.  19."?(5-B,  Aug.  7,  1915.] 
Admission  of  Hay  and  Straw  and  Live  Poultry. 

A  Canadian  ministerial  order  of  August  5,  1915,  further  amends 
the  order  of  May  9,  1915,  concerning  the  restricted  admission  of 
certain  animal  products  from  the  United  States.  Hay  and  straw 
used  in  packing  mercliandise  from  the  United  States  may  be  admitted 
if  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  from  the  shipper  or  from  an  inspector 
of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  stating  that  such  hay  or  straw 
was  harvested  and  stored  in  an  area  not  under  Federal  quarantine  or 
has  been  fumigated  with  formaldehyde.  This  requirement  does  not 
apply  to  shipments  originating  in  States  not  now  subject  to  quaran- 
tine regulations. 

Live  poultry  may  pass  in  transit  through  Canada  from  one  United 
States  point  to  another  if  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  that  it  is  the 
product  of  a  State  not  under  Federal  quarantine,  after  inspection  as 
.  to  sanitary  conditions  and  freedom  from  hay,  straw,  and  chaff.  [For 
the  original  order  and  amendments  see  Commekce  JReforts  for  June 
7,  1915,  and  Aug.  13,  1915.] 

COSTA  BICA. 

[La   Gaccta,   July   24,   1015.] 
Proposed  Abolition  of  Certain  Export  Duties. 

A  bill  has  been  presented  and  favorably  reported  to  the  Costa 
Eican  Congress  to  abolish  for  a  period  of  20  vears  the  export  duty 
on  cacao,  rice,  and  crude  rubber.  A  decree  of  July  31, 1914,  declared 
exempt  from  export  duty  for  20  years  all  agricultural  products  ex- 
cept bananas,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  caused  its  oper- 
ation to  be  suspended  indefinitely.  The  object  of  the  proposed  law  is 
to  encourage  the  development  and  diversification  of  the  agricultural 
industry,  which  has  heretofore  been  confined  largely  to  the  raising  of 
bananas. 

ECUADOB. 
[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Coding,  GuayaquU,  Jul;  16,  1015.] 
Proposed  Hew  Customs  Tariif. 

A  project  for  a  new  tariff  is  now  being  prepared  by  the  Minister 
of  Finance  and  is  to  be  siibmitted  to  Congress  next  month.  The  main 
object  of  the  new  tariff  is  to  simplify  the  collection  of  duty  and  the 
compilation  of  commercial  statistics  without  introducing  any  changes 
that  might  seriously  affect  the  revenue. 

BUSSIA. 

[American  Consul  Douglas  Jenkins,  Riga,  July  12,  1015.] 

Shipplntr  Document  Bequirements. 

The  Russian  customs  regulations  now  require  that  merchandise 
entered  from  neutral  countries  be.  accompanied  by  certificates  as  to 
origin  and  manufacture  from  the  customs  authority  and  the.  Russian 
consular  officer  at  the  port  of  shipment  in  the  neutral  country.  In 
the  absence  of  such  documents  the  rate  of  duty  fixed  for  goods  from 
enemy  countries,  which  is  practically  prohibitive,  will  be 
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The  chief  of  the  customs  at  Biga  has  explained  to  this  consulate 
that  not  only  should  there  be  a  certificate  from  the  customs  authority 
at  the  port  of  shipment  in  the  neutral  country,  but  in  addition  there 
should  be  a  similar  certificate  as  to  origin  and  manufacture  of  the 
goods  from  the  nearest  Eussian  consul. 

With  regard  to  goods  shipped  from  an  American  port  via  Copen- 
hagen or  some  other  port,  and  there  to  be  broken  into  small  lots  for 
shipment  by  parcel  post  to  Eussia,  it  is  important  that  the  certificates 
be  sent  forward  in  several  copies,  with  invoices  and  other  documents, 
so  that  the  customs  oflScers  at  the  port  of  transshipment,  as  well  as 
the  Russian  consular  officer  there,  may  have  sufficient  evidence  upon 
which  to  issue  additional  certificates  to  the  effect  that  the  merchan- 
dise, though  repacked,  came  direct  from  the  United  States^  did  not 
touch  at  an  enemy  port,  and  is  actually  of  American  origin  and 
manufacture. 

For  example,  if  the  goods  are  repacked  in  Copenhagen,  there  should 
be,  in  addition  to  the  certificates  already  issued  at  the  port  of  ship- 
ment in  the  United  States,  a  certificate  from  the  Copenhagen  free 
port  or  customs  authorities,  and  also  a  certificate  from  the  Eussian 
consul  in  Copenhagen;  and  in  every  case  it  is  necessary  that  the 
Eussian  consul  certify  to  the  origin  and  country  of  manufacture  of 
the  goods. 

As  a  number  of  American  manufacturers,  under  the  conditions  pre- 
vailing at  present,  may  find  it  advisable  to  send  their  goods  intended 
for  private  purchasers  in  Eussia  via  Copenhagen  and  have  them 
repacked  in  tnat  city  and  forwarded  by  post,  it  would  appear  impor- 
tant that  shippers  be  informed  as  to  tne  requirements  on  the  part  of 
the  Eussian  customs  authorities. 


FBODTTCTION  OF  ALUM  IN  ATTSTBAUA. 

[Consul  Lnclen  N.  BulUraD,  NewcasUe,  New  South  Wales.] 

The  Myall  Eiver  in  the  State  of  New  South  Wales  debouches  into 
the  bay  at  Port  Stephens,  which  is  35  miles  north  of  Newcastle. 
Upon  a  recent  trip  up  the  river  there  was  noticed  on  the  wharf  at  a 
landing  some  6  miles  from  Port  Stephens  a  pile  of  what  appeared 
to  be  lumps  of  marble.  On  investigation  it  was  found,  however,  that 
the  white  stone  was  alunite,  and  there  were  about  60  tons  of  it  in  the 
pile.  Vessels  of  moderate  draft  can  proceed  up  the  Myall  Eiver  as 
far  as  the  landing  mentioned,  but  beyond  that  point  freight  can  only 
be  carried  on  barges. 

Thirtv  miles  north  of  Port  Stephens  is  a  small  village  called 
BuUahdelah,  situated  close  to  what  is  known  as  the  Alum  Mountain. 
This  mountain  is  composed  entirely  of  alimite,  and  it  is  the  only 
known  deposit  in  Australia. 

The  stone  yields  on  an  average  80  per  cent  of  alum.  According  to 
the  statistics  for  the  Mining  Industry  of  New  South  Wales,  the  out- 
put of  alum  from  the  years  1856  to  1908  was  valued  at  $450,000  and 
for  1908  to  the  end  of  1913,  $190,000.  Since  the  year  1908  about 
1,200  tons  of  the  rock  have  been  taken  out  annually  and  shipped  to 
England  for  treatment,  where  the  alum  is  extracted  much  more 
cheaply  than  is  possible  here.  The  Australian  Alum  Co.  (Ltd.)  is 
the  operating  company,  with  head  offices  at  109  Pitt  Street,  Sydney, 
and  the  worfe  are  at  BuUahdelah,  New  South  Wales. 
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F0B£1(}N  TKABE  OPPOBTUAITIES^ 

Reserved  addresses  mav  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  its  branch  ofllcea.  Bequcat 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  oo  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flle  number  given. 

Iron  and  steel  products.  No.  18101. — A  manufacturing  firm  In  France  writes  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  rods  of  polished  Iron,  rods  of  tinned  Iron,  brass  or  iron 
ringbolts  similar  to  the  samples  (refer  to  flle  No.  645T4),  which  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Samples  Nos.  1  and  2  are 
needed  in  series  of  different  lengths  to  be  about  13.12  feet  and  sample  No.  3 
must  be  the  same  or  about  the  same  ns  the  sample.  If  prices,  etc.,  prove 
satisfactory,  large  orders  will  be  placed.    Samples  should  be  submitted. 

Dental  and  surgical  instruments,  icatches,  paper,  etc..  No.  18102. — ^An  American 
consular  officer  in  Russia  writes  that  a  commission  agent  In  bis  district 
desires  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  of  dental  and  surgical 
instruments  and  supplies;  watches;  and  drawing,  toilet,  writing,  and  print- 

.  .  Ing  paper.  Catalogues,  correspondence,  etc.,  may  be  In  English.  Samples 
of  paper  should  be  supplied. 

Handkerchiefs,  sctoing  machines,  etc..  No.  18103. — A  firm  of  traveling  salesmen 
in  France  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  com- 
municate directly  with  American  manufacturers  of  linen  goods,  handker- 
chiefs, towels,  down  for  pillows,  sewing  machines,  cream  separators,  etc. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Shoes,  No.  18104. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Russia  advises  that  an 
information  bureau  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  American  manufacturers  of  shoes  for  women.  Prices  should  be 
quoted  in  Russian  values. 

Moving-picture  films.  No.  18105. — An  established  firm  in  southern  France  In- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial 
relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  producers  of  movtng-jricture 
films.  The  firm  desires  to  act  on  an  agency  basis.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  English,  but  is  preferred  in  French  or  Italian. 

Hardware,  coal,  etc.,  No.  1S106.— A  business  man  in  North  Africa  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  boots 
and  shoes  of  all  kinds,  steamer  coal,  flour,  beer,  lard,  canned  goods,  cotton- 
seed oil,  hardware,  etc.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Machtncrti,  No.  18107. — A  ninnufacturcr  of  paper  envelopes  In  France  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  envelopes. 
Corresiwudence  should  be  in  French. 

Coal,  No.  18108. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  in  Brazil  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  would  be  pleased  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters.  One  member  of  the  firm  has  had  considerable  ex- 
perieuce  in  the  sale  of  coal  and  desires  to  make  a  specialty  of  this.  Other 
lines  are  not  specified.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Emhosxcd  cards.  No.  ISIOO. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  reiMits 
that  a  business  man  In  bis  district  desires  to  represent  American  esiMrters 
of  embossed  cards. 

Surgical  appliances,  etc..  No.  18110. — A  merchant  in  Argentina  writes  an  Amer- 
ican consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and 
full  information  relative  to  surgical  Instruments,  artificial  arms,  crutches, 
elastic  stockings,  braces,  bandages,  etc.  Correspondence  and  catalogues 
may  be  in  English. 

WASBIKOTON  :  OOTSKKIIKNT  PBIHTIMG  OFVICa  :  WU 
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NEW  SWISS  FOBEIOIT  TBADE  BTJBEAXT. 

Switzerland  has  recently  taken  up  the  problems  connected  with 
the  development  of  its  foreign  trade  and  a  bureau  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  Swiss  merchants  in  finding  markets  for  their  goods  and  for 
assisting  them  in  finding  the  proper  sources  of  supplies  for  raw 
materials,  semimanufactured  and  finished  products,  such  as  are  not 
available  in  Switzerland.  This  bureau  is  anxious  to  cooperate  in 
every  way  witli  American  manufacturers  and  importers. 

The  bureau  is  named  "  Swiss  Information  Bureau  for  Purchasing 
and  Marketing  of  Goods  "  and  is  located  in  Zurich.  Its  president  is 
Mr.  Alfred  Frey,  national  councilor  and  president  of  the  Swiss 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Its  manager  is  Mr.  Boos-Jegher,  secretary 
general  of  the  Swiss  Exposition  Bureau. 

POET  CONDITION  AT  UABSEHXE. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  General  A.  Ganlln,  Marseille,  France.] 

The  port  congestion  at  Marseille  is  being  gradually  relieved.  Only 
3  ships  are  now  in  outer  harbor  and  22  in  basins  awaiting  berths. 
It  is  expected  that  conditions  will  become  normal  in  about  six  weeks. 
New  warehouses,  total  capacity  80,000  tons,  are  just  completed.  A 
large  number  of  carts  and  motor  trucks  also  were  recently  sent  here 
and  are  used  for  removal  of  goods  from  wharves. 

ENGLISH  FIBH  SEEKS  PHILIPPINE  OBDEBS. 

[Manila  Dally  Bulletin,  July  13.] 

F.  P.Budder,  managing  director  of  George  Fletcher  &  Co.  (Ltd.), 
of  Derby,  England,  manufacturers  of  sugar  machinery,  was  an  in- 
coming passenger  on  the  Mongolia  last  Friday.  The  compwiny  of 
which  Mr.  Rudder  is  a  director  installed  the  machinery  in  the  big 
government  centrals  in  Queensland,  and  he  has  come  here  to  look  into 
such  projects  as  may  develop  in  connection  with  the  new  Philippine 
sugar  central  bill  passed  by  the  last  legislature. 
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BESISTAHCE  OP  BASIOTELEOBAJPHIC  KNTESSm. 

A  suggested  explanation  of  increase  of  resistance  of  radiotele- 
graphic  antennae  which  has  been  observed  under  certain  conditions 
where  the  wave  length  is  increased,  has  been  offered  by  L.  W.  Austin 
in  a  paper  on  the  subject  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards. 

The  resistance  of  radiotelegraphic  antenna  may  be  divided  into 
three  parts — first,  the  ohmic  resistance  of  the  wires;  second,  the  so- 
called  radiation  resistance;  and  third,  the  so-called  earth  resistance. 
The  first  is  generally  negligible  where  a  sufficient  number  of  wires 
in  parallel  is  used.  The  second  is  derived  from  the  expression  for 
the  radiated  energy  of  an  antenna,  which  is 

E  =  160ir»h»P, 

where  h  represents  the  height  to  the  center  of  capacity  of  the  antenna, 
X  the  wave  length,  and  I,  the  current  measured  at  the  base  of  the 
antenna.    The  expression 

160  x'h* 
X» 

is  called  the  radiation  resistance,  as  it  takes  the  same  position  in  the 
energy  equation  as  that  occupied  b^  R  in  the  case  of  ohmic  losses. 
The  expression  shows  that  the  radiation  resistance  falls  rapidly  as 
the  wave  length  is  increased. 

Up  to  the  present  no  satisfactory  theory  of  groimd  resistance  has 
been  developed.  The  experimental  curves  of  antenna  resistance,  on 
account  of  the  decreasing  radiation  resistance,  fall  rapidly  at  first,  as 
the  wave  length  is  increased,  and  then  as  the  wave  length  is  further 
increased  remain  nearly  constant  if  the  ground  conditions  are  good, 
as  in  the  case  of  a  ship's  antenna,  or  again  rise  nearly  in  a  straight 
line  if  the  ground  conditions  are  poor.  This  rise  may  be  very  rapid 
in  the  case  of  peculiarly  poor  grounds.  For  instance,  the  resistance 
of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  antenna  rises  from  13  ohms  at  800  meters 
wave  length  to  38  ohms  at  2,000  meters. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  found  in  explaining  this  increase  of  re- 
sistance  with  increasing  wave  length,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
antenna  system  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  condenser,  the  antenna 
itself  being  the  upper  plate  and  the  ground  water  the  lower  plate. 
Between  the  ground  water  and  the  surface  there  is  usually  a  layer 
of  semiconducting  material,  which  would  correspond  to  a  poor  dielec- 
tric in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  condenser.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
dielectric  i  losses  in  imperfect  condensers  generally  increase  in  pro- 
portion to  the  wave  length  of  the  current  employed  in  the  measure- 
ment. It  is  found  that  by  covering  the  surface  of  the  ground  under 
and  around  the  antenna  with  a  wire  net,  thus  making  the  net  the 
lower  plate  of  the  condenser,  the  ground  losses  nearly  disappear. 

Copies  of  this  paper,  "  Resistance  of  Radiotelegraphic  ^tennae," 
will  be  mailed  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
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TBiniS  AND  VEGETABLES  FBOH  BBITISH  COLUMBIA. 

(Consul  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada,  Aug.  19.] 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  just  issued  a  new  tariff  cover- 
ing shipments  of  fruits  and  vegetables  from  British  Columbia  to 
points  in  Alberta,  Saskatchewan,  and  Manitoba.  The  arrangement 
of  this  tariff  has  been  under  consideration  for  some  time,  and  it  is 
fortimate  for  both  growers  and  consumers  that  the  new  rate  has  been 
made  public  in  time  to  apply  to  the  movement  of  this  season's  prod- 
ucts. 

The  new  tariff  indicates  some  favorable  rates  and  advantages  to 
producers  and  consumers  of  these  British  Columbia  products.  There 
is  provided  for  the  first  time  through  rates  to  stations  on  the  Grand 
Trunk  Pacific  and  Canadian  Northern  Railways,  which  will  be  a  con- 
siderable advantage  to  the  shippers  in  reaching  markets  on  these 
lines. 

A  special  feature  of  the  tariff  is  the  carload  rates  on  apples  in  bulk, 
which  are  about  40  per  cent  lower  than  apples  in  boxes  and  barrels. 
In  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  containers  the  shipper  is  also  relieved 
of  the  cost  of  packing.  It  is  estimated  that  winter  apples  may,  imder 
the  new  tariff,  reach  the  consumer  at  a  total  cost  of  about  2^  cents 
per  pound. 

VACAKT-IOT  OABDENS  IN  TOBONTO. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Aug.  13,] 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Rotary  Club,  of  Toronto,  130  vacant 
city  lots  nave  been  secured  and  turned  over  to  needy  families  for  the 
raising  of  vegetables.  Members  of  the  club,  with  the  mayor  of 
Toronto  and  members  of  the  city  council,  made  a  tour  of  inspection 
of  this  work  on  August  12,  when  it  was  found  that  96  families  and 
432  persons  in  all  have  already  been  benefited  by  this  movement  to 
have  vacant  city  lots  put  to  some  good  use.  So  much  pleased  were 
the  mayor  and  councilmcn  with  the  results  that  it  is  likely  that  lots 
at  the  disposal  of  the  municipal  authorities  will  soon  be  used  for 
growing  vegetables  for  the  poor  of  Toronto.  Owing  to  the  over- 
speculation  in  town  lots  and  in  laying  out  unnecessary  additions  to 
the  city,  Toronto  has  many  acres  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits 
that  could  be  profitably  used  to  aid  needy  people  in  accordance  with 
the  plan  adopted  by  the  Rotary  Club. 


HANDBILLS  IN  TBADE-EXTENSION  WOBK. 

[Consul  General  Alban  G.  Snyder,  Panama  City,  July  31.] 

As  far  back  as  September,  1914,  the  Panama  consulate  general 
adopted  the  practice  of  issuing  special  bulletins  whenever  the  letters 
received  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  were  deemed 
of  sufficient  importance.  These  bulletins,  containing  the  information 
and  wishes  of  the  inquirers,  were  distributed  throughout  this  city, 
and  while  no  record  of  actual  results  was  kept,  the  appreciative  re- 
plies received  and  the  number  of  articles  now  carried  by  local  firms 
which  were  not  seen  in  this  market  a  few  months  ago  justify  the  con- 
clusion that  this  work  has  not  been  in  vain. 
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COVSITLAB  XBASE  C097EBEHCES. 

A  dispatch  from  Chester  W.  Martin,  American  consul  at  Bridge- 
town, Barbados,  West  Indies,  states  that  he  will  arrive  in  the  United 
States  about  August  13,  1915,  and  will  remain  in  this  country  until 
about  October  13,  1915.  He  states  that  he  will  go  from  New  York 
to  Akron,  Ohio,  where  letters  addressed  care  of  the  Goodyear  Tire 
&  Rubber  Co.  will  reach  him.  From  Akron  he  expects  to  go  to 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Hotel  St.  Claire,  and  from  there  to  Indian  River, 
Mich.  He  also  expects  to  visit  branches  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  in  the  cities  that  he  visits  where  such  offices 
exist. 

A  dispatch  from  Caspar  L.  Dreier,  American  vice  consul  at  Singa- 
pore, Straits  Settlements,  states  that  he  will  arrive  in  the  United 
States  about  August  23,  1915.  His  period  of  leave  is  for  60  days, 
and  during  that  time  he  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  August  23 
to  28;  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  August  29  to  30;  Houston,  Tex.,  Galveston, 
Tex.,  and  New  Orleans,  September  5  to  15;  Kansas  City,  Septem- 
ber 18  to  24 ;  Davenport,  Iowa  (his  home) ,  and  Chicago,  September 
25  to  October  10.  Mr.  Dreier  states  that  he  will  be  glad  to  meet 
any  American  business  people  in  the  various  cities  mentioned  who 
wish  to  consult  with  him.  The  remainder  of  his  leave,  after  October 
10,  will  be  spent  principally  in  Washington,  with  frequent  visits  to 
New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia. 


LACE  OF  FBICE  AND  DISCGTmi  LISTS. 

[Vice  Consul  Cbarles  H.  Helsler,  Cape  Town.  Soutb  Africa,  July  14.] 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  lodged  at  the  Cape  Town  consu- 
late by  prospective  buyers  of  American  goods  relative  to  the  lack  of 
price  and  discount  lists.  Many  American  firms  that  yearly  send  their 
latest  catalogues  continually  neglect  this  most  essential  addition,  the 
price  list.  This  necessitates  a  delay  of  several  months  to  the  South 
African  purchaser,  who  may  desire  a  certain  article  in  the  shortest 
time  possible,  and  may  lead  him  to  obtain  the  desired  article  from 
some  other  country.  American  manufacturers  should  in  all  cases 
transmit  all  particulars  when  forwarding  their  catalogues,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  undue  loss  of  time  to  persons  intending  to  handle 
such  goods. 

COHBESPONDENCE  WITH  FIBHS  IN  THE  CAUCASUS. 

[Consul  F.  WIIIoughbT  Smith,  Batum,  Uussla,  June  17.] 

Many  firms  in  the  Caucasus  complain  that  their  requests  to  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  for  terms,  samples,  and  catalogues,  as  well  as  or- 
ders for  goods,  remain  unanswered.  Owing  to  the  uncertainty  of 
the  mails  at  this  time,  it  is  suggested  that  all  letters  addressed  to 
firms  in  the  Caucasus  should  be  mailed  in  duplicate,  the  duplicate 
being  mailed  one  or  two  days  later  than  the  original.  To  insure 
prompt  delivery,  the  address  should  be  written  out  m  Russian  as  well, 
as  in  English.  To  make  still  more  sure  the  receipt  of  replies  by  local 
firms,  American  manufacturers  may  send  copies  of  such  letters  to  this 
office. 
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JITNET  BXrSSES  AFFECT  EASmNGS  OF  STBEET  CABS. 

[Coosal  General  R.  E.  Mansfleld,  Vancoaver,  British  Colambla,  Canada,  Aug.  9.] 

In  the  evidence  submitted  recently  to  an  arbitration  committee 
appointed  to  consider  questions  in  controversy  between  the  British 
Cohimbia  Electric  Co.,  which  controls  the  street  railways  and  elec- 
tric lighting  in  Vancouver  and  suburban  municipalities,  the  follow- 
ing figures  concerning  investments,  earnings,  etc.,  of  the  company 
were  submitted  bv  the  management:  The  statement  shows  that  the 
capital  increased  'from  $7,000,000  in  1906  to  $9,000,000  in  1908,  and 
by  steady  progression  to  $46,000,000  in  1914.  This  was  for  all  the 
British  Columbia  Electric  Kailway  enterprises,  including  the  light, 
gas,  and  power  companies,  and  represented  actual  cash  subscribed 
by  debenture  and  shareholders.  An  even  greater  sum — $47,300,000 — 
has  been  spent  in  the  company's  undertakings  in  British  Columbia. 

The  biggest  dividend  paid  was  in  1908,  when  on  a  capital  of 
$9,000,000  the  company  had  earned  in  the  previous  year  7.82  per 
cent.  In  1913-14,  on  a  capital  of  $46,000,000,  the  company  earned 
4.69  per  cent,  and  in  1914-15,  2.76.  Since  then  there  have  been 
no  profits,  not  even  enough  to  pay  interest  on  the  debentures. 

One  of  the  principal  reasons  offered  by  the  company  for  the  heavy 
decrease  in  earnings  was  the  introduction  of  jitney  busses,  which 
has  seriously  affected  the  earning  capacity  of  the  property  by  divid- 
ing the  traffic,  more  passengers  bemg  carried  now  by  the  motor 
vehicles  than  on  the  trams. 


AMERICAN  SCALES  FOB  THE  CATTCAS1TS. 

[Consul  F.  WlUougbby  Smith,  Batum,  Russia,  June  17.] 

There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  in  Russia  for  extending  the  trade 
in  American  scales  and  weighing  machines.  Scales  most  in  favor 
range  from  5  to  30  poods  (180  to  1,080  pounds).  The  Russian  pood 
(36.11280682  avoirdupois  pounds)  is  divided  into  40  funts,  or  Rus- 
sian pounds,  each  of  which  is  equivalent  to  0.90282017  avoirdupois 
pound.  The  funt  is  further  divided  into  96  zolotniks.  The  demand 
for  American  scales  has  so  far  been  limited  in  this  district,  owing  to 
the  comparatively  high  prices  of  those  placed  on  the  market.  The 
questions  of  price  and  credit  are  the  only  ones  that  militate  against 
American-made  scales. 

[The  names  of  the  firms  now  supplying  the  scales  used  In  the  Batum  consular 
district  and  of  commission  houses  and  hardware  dealers  there  who  might  be 
interested  to  hear  from  American  manufacturers  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  olflces.  Refer  to  file 
No.  63437.] 

NEW  STEAHEB  SEBVICE  TO  SIAK. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  July  7.] 

The  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Co.  has  established  a  new 
fortnightly  service  between  Singapore  and  Bangkok.  The  first 
steamer  on  this  run,  the  Zaida,  started  the  service  from  Singapore  on 
July  4, 1915,  with  a  full  cargo  for  Bangkok.  The  Singapore  agents 
are  Boustead  &  Co.,  and  in  Bangkok  the  Bombay  Burmah  Trading 
Corporation  (Ltd.). 
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JAPAir  EZTEHDS  nrSPECTIOV  or  SILK  TEXTILES. 

(CtutrgA  d' Affaires  Poet  Wheeler,  Amwlfun  Babtmrr,  Tokyo,  July  22.] 

Regulations,  promulgated  on  June  30,  1915,  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  prefectural  offices  for  the  inspection  of  habutae  and 
other  silk  textiles  intended  for  export. 

While  habutae  has  for  several  years  past  been  inspected  previous 
to  exportation,  other  silk  textiles  now  become  subject  to  inspection 
for  the  first  time.  Furthermore,  the  number  of  offices  charged  with 
the  inspection  of  export  fabrics  will  be  considerably  increased  by 
the  present  regulations. 

The  purpose  of  this  measure  is,  of  course,  to  insure  to  the  buyer 
uniformity  of  quality  in  the  goods,  and,  like  other  measures  already 
reported,  it  is  m  line  with  the  policy  of  the  Government  by  whidi 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  present  war  to  expand  domestic  industries, 
to  gain  new  markets  abroad,  and  to  create,  if  possible,  a  permanent 
balance  of  trade  in  favor  jof  Japan. 
lATge  Purchases  by  TTnlted  States. 

The  amount  of  habutae  purchased  by  the  United  States  is  large, 
being  valued  in  1913  at  $1,897,214.  The  import  of  other  silk  tex- 
tiles from  Japan  is  still  comparatively  small.  Among  the  provisions 
of  the  new  regulations  are: 

In  an  export  habutae  Inspection  office  or  an  export  silk  textiles  inspection 
office  there  shall  be  kept  nn  inspection  ledger  in  which  the  following  items 
shall  be  entered  for  every  article  inspected,  and  which  shall  be  preserved  for 
three  years:  Kind  of  goods  and  Inspection  number;  number  of  the  receipt  (of 
textiles)  by  the  refiner,  the  name  or  designation  of  the  refiner,  or  the  symbol 
substituted  therefor;  name  or  designation,  or  the  symbol  substituted  therefor, 
of  the  person  whose  goods  are  Inspected;  name  or  designation  of  the  weaver, 
or  the  symbol  substituted  therefor;  whether  the  goods  have  passed  or  not 
passed;  in  the  case  of  goods  passed,  their  grade,  and  whether  they  bear  the 
inspection  stamp ;  in  the  case  of  those  not  passed,  the  reasons  therefor ;  weight, 
length,  and  width ;  whether  the  goods  have  been  designated  as  faulty  weaving, 
stained,  or  cut. 

Beports  Beqnlred  from  Local  Ooveraors. 

A  local  governor  shall  report,  in  January  and  July  of  each  year,  the  results 
of  inspection  for  the  preceding  six  months  to  the  minister  of  agriculture  and 
commerce.  A  local  governor  shall  submit  to  the  minister  of  agriculture  and 
commerce  in  each  preceding  fiscal  year  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  export 
habutae  inspection  or  the  export  silk  textiles  inspection  office  in  his  prefecture. 


COFFEE  TRADE  AT  MABACAIBO. 

(Consnl  George  K.  Donald,  Maracalbo,  Venezuela,  Aug.  4.] 

Exports  of  coffee  from  Maracaibo  during  July,  1915,  were  as  fol- 
lows: For  New  York,  36,224:  bags;  for  Barcelona,  540  bags;  for 
Genoa,  206  bags;  for  Amsterdam,  3,921  bags;  for  Marseille,  500  bags; 
total,  41,391  bags.  This  is  an  increase  of  8,586  bags  over  the  figure 
for  July,  1914,  and  an  increase  of  4,436  bags  over  the  average  exports 
for  July  during  the  last  10  years.  Entrances  of  coffee  at  Maracaibo 
in  July,  1915,  were  33,111  bags,  of  3,769,750  pounds,  as  compared 
with  45,782  bags,  of  6,135,250  pounds,  for  the  previous  July.  The 
total  quantity  entered  at  that  port  from  January  1  to  July  31,  1915, 
was  397,358  bags,  of  45,525,075  pounds,  against  382,158  bags,  or 
43,136,000  pounds,  during  the  corresponding  period  lai^  year. 
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OEBHAKS  Fim)  STJBSTITTriE  FOB  JXITE  ASS  HEaiF. 

[Consal  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  July  28.] 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  jute  and  hemp  for  industrial  purposes, 
manufacturers  have  been  directing  their  investigations  along  various 
lines  in  an  effort  to  discover,  if  possible,  some  practical  substitute  for 
these  fibers.  That  they  have  been  successful  in  this  endeavor  would 
appear  from  a  report  of  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Union  of  German 
Jute  Manufacturers,  in  which  various  samples  of  fibers  from  a  Ger- 
man plant  {EpUobium  hirsutum)  were  submitted. 

This  discovery  was  partly  due  to  an  accident  in  which  it  was  ex- 
plained that  a  man  had  used  this  plant  as  a  roof  covering  for  a  cart 
house  some  years  ago.  Kecently  in  removing  this  old  roof  he  found 
that  a  certain  rough  hair-like  fiber  could  be  peeled  off  of  the  stems 
or  reeds.  After  a  number  of  experiments  with  a  quantity  of  these 
fibers  it  was  further  discovered  that  on  account  of  their  age  and  the 
effects  of  the  weather  they  were  too  brittle  for  practicable  purposes, 
so  several  plants  of  this  year's  growth  were  tried,  with  the  result  that 
another  useful  and  practiqfil  textile  fiber  has  been  discovered. 

Orow  Wild  in  Oreat  Abundance  in  Qennany. 

Further  investigations  were  made  with  other  species  of  the  Epjlo- 
bium  family,  and  it  was  found  that  all  of  them  contained  a  fiber 
similar  to  hemp.  The  best  results  were  obtained  from  the  rough- 
haired  willow  rose  (EpUobium,  hirsutus),  followed  by  the  narrow- 
leaved  species  (EpUobium  angustifolium) .  All  of  these  ^ow  wild 
and  in  great  abundance  in  Germany.  The  two  species  just  men- 
tioned have  stems  about  5  feet  in  length,  require  no  particular  soil, 
and  produce  a  fine  fiber.  It  is  believed  that  by  attentive  cultivation 
a  fiber  as  valuable  as  jute  may  be  obtained. 

There  are  sufficient  quantities  of  these  plants  in  Germany  to  sup- 
ply the  jute  manufacturers  with  fibers  for  a  vear,  and  the  only 
question  which  confronts  the  manufacturefs  is  that  of  gathering  in 
the  crop.  For  this  purpose  the  school  children  will  be  employed  dur- 
ing vacation.  Government  officials  have  promised  to  aid  in  the  sys- 
tematic organization  of  these  young  harvesters,  and  the  Union  of 
Manufacturers  will  give  every  encouragement  to  the  further  cultiva- 
tion of  this  plant. 

SEA  HSHEBIES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

According  to  the  monthly  return  of  the  sea  fisheries  of  England 
and  Wales,  issued  by  the  British  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
the  total  value  of  fish  landed  during  July.  1915,  was  $2,049,014.  as 
compared  with  $3,275,060  for  July,  1914.  'The  total  value  of  the  fish 
landed  during  the  seven  months  ended  July  31, 1915,  was  $19,994,949, 
against  $23,906,944  during  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
year,  the  falling  off  being  $3,911,995.  So  far  as  quantity  is  concerned, 
it  is  shown  that  in  July,  1915,  48,365,968  poimds  of  "  wet  fish  "  were 
landed,  or  less  than  half  the  amount  for  July,  1914,  when  the  figure 
was  103,738,880  pounds.  For  the  first  seven  months  of  the  two  years 
the  "wet-fish"  quantities  were:  1915,  349,804,672  pounds;  1914,  669,- 
464,880  pounds. 
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CAITASA  HSCOTTBAOiES  SHEEP  BSEEKHO. 

[Consal  General  Frederick  H.  Byder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Ang.  11.] 

In  order  to  encourage  the  sheep  industry  in  Manitoba,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  undertook  the  handling  of  this  season's  wool 
clip  on  a  cooperative  basis,  which  has  resulted  in  a  satisfactory  mar- 
ket for  the  farmers.  [Alberta's  wool  was  also  sold  in  this  manner — 
see  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  17,  1915.]  The  department  is  en- 
deavoring to  impress  upon  the  farmers  the  value  of  sheep  breeding 
as  a  means  of  suppressing  noxious  weeds  and  to  fill  the  demand  for 
lamb  and  mutton. 

Fencing  has  been  the  expensive  feature  in  connection  with  exten- 
sive operations  in  sheep  raising,  but  this  difficulty  has  now  been 
greatly  reduced. 

The  following  statement  was  made  by  the  department  to-day : 

At  the  request  of  tbe  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Hon.  Mr.  Winkler,  and  Gleoi^e 
H.  Greig,  secretary  of  the  Provincial  Sheep  Breeders'  Association,  took  charge 
of  the  work  about  the  middle  of  May.  Circulars  were  sent  to  nil  known  breeders 
of  sheep  in  the  Province,  announcing  the  plan  and  giving  instructions  for  pack- 
ing and  shipping  the  wool.  Upon  receipt  of  the  wool,  whether  the  product  of 
one  or  two  sheep  or  a  thousand,  it  was  carefully  weighed,  graded  by  an  expert 
wool  classifier,  and  sent  out  by  tbe  live-stock  branch  of  the  Dominion  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  It  was  then  proi)erIy  packed,  the  grade  and  weight  being 
branded  on  each  sack. 

The  department  paid  the  farmers  an  advance  of  15  cents  per  pound  upon 
receipt  of  the  wool. 

Upward  of  74,000  pounds  (four  car  loads  in  all)  were  received,  and  finally 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  North  West  Hide  &  Fur  Co.,  of  Winnipeg,  who 
secured  the  lot  at  $26.80  per  hundred,  except  for  the  tags. 

In  order  to  make  this  effort  as  instructive  and  helpful  as  possible,  each 
farmer  is  paid  for  the  value  of  his  wool,  those  having  good  sheep  well  cared 
for,  and  putting  up  their  wool  In  good  condition,  receiving  the  benefit  over 
those  whose  wool  Is  of  inferior  quality. 

Mr.  Jennings,  the  expert  grader,  pointed  out  that  great  improvement  could 
be  made  In  Manitoba  wools  by  better  breeding,  care,  and  feeding  of  the  sheep, 
as  well  as  by  wore  careful  handling  of  tbe  wool  after  shearing. 

He  further  stated  that  much  of  the  Manitoba  wool  was  Stvmewhat  lacking  In 
yolk,  weak  In  fiber,  and  dark,  as  compared  with  the  bright  wools  of  Ontario 
and  Quebec.  Of  course  this  Is  easily  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  In  this 
province  sheep  are  largely  used  as  weed  destroyers  and  allowed  to  run  on  the 
summer  fallows,  where  a  grent  deal  of  soil  is  blown  into  the  fleeces. 

On  the  whole  the  results  have  been  most  satisfactory,  the  price  realized  for 
the  farmers  (after  paying  1  cent  per  pound  commission  charges  for  han- 
dling) being  from  5  to  7  cents  more  than  would  have  been  realized  had  the 
department  not  taken  up  the  work. 

The  grades,  values,  and  quantities  of  each  are  given  In  the  following  table: 


Grade. 

Value. 

Amount. 

Orade. 

Value. 

Amount 

Fine  corabing 

atiu. 
25 
26 
27 
57 
27 
27 
25 
2j 
25 
23 

Pouiult. 

738 

3,942 

16,232 

32,843 

3,000 

5,745 

694 

4.359 

2,403 

(SO 

Relecllons 

CmtM. 
22 
23 
23 
85 

8 

Poundt. 
1,391 
1  185 

Fine  medium  combing 

Black 

Medium  combing 

Cots 

3} 

Low  medium  combing 

Wosbcd 

827 

Tags 

Luster  combine 

74  132 

Fine  medium  clotbing 

504 

Uedium  clotlilne 

Low  medium  clothing 

7i.m 

Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCB  BEFOBIS..  1001 

AsvAircE  HGintEs  of  xeceiit  phtitppibe  tsade. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  recently  re- 
ceived advance  figures  for  the  total  trade  of  the  Philippine  Islands 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year.  Including  both  ex- 
ports and  imports,  it  amounted'  to  $52,534,169,  as  compared  with 
$54,076,461  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  This  repre- 
sents a  decrease  of  $1,542,292,  or  a  little  less  than  3  per  cent;  but  as 
both  figures  are  well  within  the  limits  of  the  fluctuations  of  recent 
years  the  decrease  can  not  be  regarded  as  of  much  importance. 

This  total  trade  was  distributed  between  imports  and  exports  in 
the  proportions  of  $23,549,352  for  the  former  and  $28,984,817  for  the 
latter.  The  first  of  these  figures  is  to  be  compared  with  that  of  $27,- 
532,996  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  indicating  a 
decrease  of  $3,983,644,  or  about  14^  per  cent.  The  latter,  on  the 
other  hand,  represents  an  increase  from  $26,543,465,  the  figures  for 
1914,  of  $2,441,352,  or  about  8^  per  cent. 

These  export  and  import  figures  indicate  a  heavy  "  favorable  bal- 
ance" of  trade;  but  it  diould  be  pointed  out  that  such  a  situation  in 
the  case  of  the  Philippines  is  somewhat  illusory.  Being  a  "  debtor 
country,"  the  exports  of  the  islands  ought  normally  to  exceed  the 
imports,  and  the  fact  that  they  do  not  ordinarily  do  so  results  from 
the  disturbance  of  trade  by  heavy  imports  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment, especiaUy  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  The  sudden  appearance 
of  a  "favorable  balance"  of  trade  might  therefore  well  be  due 
chiefly  to  a  decrease  in  these  purchases,  which  would  probably  be 
the  result  of  wholly,  noncommercial  causes.  So  far  as  this  is  not  the 
cause  in  the  present  instance,  the  cause  of  the  excess  of  exports  noted 
will  probably  be  found  to  be  due  largely  to  a  heavy  decrease  in  the 
imports  of  rice,  for  these,  as  pointed  out  in  previous  reviews  of 
Philippine  trade,  rise  and  fall  roughly  in  inverse  ratio  with  the  local 
rice  crop,  and  the  resulting  fluctuations — since  rice  is  ordinarily  one 
of  the  largest  import  items — easily  disturbs  the  balance  of  exports 
and  imports. 

Apart  from  this  general  indication,  the  figures  received  contain  no 
data  with  regard  to  the  separate  import  items,  and  with  regard  to 
exports  no  more  than  would  appear  to  indicate  that  the  general  in- 
crease in  this  branch  of  trade  referred  to  was  fairly  well  distributed 
among  the  four  or  five  items  which  always  head  the  list,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  sugar. 

VLAmVOSIOK  WANTS  AMEBICAN  CATALOGUES  AND  SAUPLES. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Vladivostok,  Siberia,  is  earnestly 
desirous  to  receive  catalogues  and,  if  possible,  samples  from  American 
manufacturers  for  display  in  a  room  set  aside  for  that  purpose. 
Prices  and  information  should  be  furnished  as  completely  as  possible. 
Quotations  should  be  c.  i.  f.  Vladivostok  or  f.  o.  b.  San  Francisco  or 
New  York.  This  material  should  be  sent  to  "  The  American  Consul, 
Vladivostok,  Siberia,"  who  will  see  that  it  is  properly  delivered. 
The  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce,  through  its  foreign-trade 
department,  is  taking  a  keen  interest  in  this  matter  and  has  sent  out 
letters  requesting  the  cooperation  of  a  number  of  important  American 
commercial  organizations. 
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BECOSS  FOK  BAPID  lOASIVO  OF  NITBATE. 

[CoDBul  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofagasta,  Chile,  July  23.] 

The  condition  of  the  surf  at  Antofagasta  will  not  always  permit 
rapid  work  in  discharge  and  loading  of  vessels  at  that  port,  and  oc- 
casionally w^ork  must  be  suspended  altogether. 

On  June  17  the  record  for  rapid  loading  for  the  entire  nitrate 
coast  was  made  when  the  American  steamer  Santa  Catalina,  belong- 
ing to  the  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Steamship  Co.,  received  in  13  hours' 
time  3,150  tons  of  sacked  nitrate.  The  loading  was  done  from 
lighters,  90  of  which  were  employed  during  this  task. 

The  voyage  of  the  Santa  Catalina  is  noteworthy  in  another  re- 
spect, in  that  it  made  the  voyage  from  New  York  to  Arica,  the  first 
Chilean  port,  in  12J  days.  With  so  much  interest  taken  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  faster  steamship  communications  between  the  United 
States  and  this  coast,  the  voyage  of  this  cargo  boat  may  be  of 
interest. 

Shipments  of  Hitrate  of  Soda  in  Tnne,  1915. 

Shipments  from  the  nitrate  ports  of  the  Chilean  coast  during 
June,  1915,  amounted  to  3,866,168  Spanish  quintals  of  101.4  pounds 
each,  or  391,929,435  pounds  in  all,  of  nitrate  of  soda.  The  amount 
shipped,  when  compared  with  shipments  for  January,  February, 
and  March  of  this  year,  which  were,  respectively,  1,879,895  quintals, 
2,522,272  quintals,  and  2,635,836  quintals,  show  that  the  nitrate  of 
soda  industry  is  gradually  improving.  The  average  shipment  per 
n*oiith'  for  the  calendar  year  1912  was  about  4,500,W)0  quintals ;  for 
1913,  4,900,000  quintals;  and  for  the  first  seven  months  of  1914, 
about  4,300,000  quintals;  so  that  conditions  are  not  yet  normal. 
Quite  recently  more  interest  is  developing  in  95  per  cent  nitrate, 
which  indicates  that  the  material  will  be  largely  devoted  to  agricul- 
tural uses. 

The  price  situation  is  very  satisfactory  to  the  Chilean  producers. 
On  June  4  the  price,  free  alongside  vessel,  was  6s.  8d.  ($1.62)  per 
Spanish  quintal;  on  June  10,  it  was  6s.  lOd.  ($1.66) ;  June  17,  6s.  lid. 
($1.68) ;  June  23,  7s.  ($1.70).  On  July  2  there  were  purchases  at 
7s.  3d.  ($1.76)  and  later  sales  have  been  made  at  7s.  8d.  ($1.86). 
Manufacturers  of  refined  (96  per  cent)  are  asking  more  than  8s. 
($1.95)  for  1916  deliveries. 

There  are  now  in  operation  56  nitrate  producing  plants,  and  a  few 
others  are  making  arrangements  to  commence  work,  as  some  of  them 
have  made  contracts  for  delivery  of  nitrate  later  in  this  year. 

The  Chilean  Government  is  transporting  to  the  ports  in  the  nitrate 
section  laborers  who  were  sent  from  this  section  to  the  southern  part 
of  the  country  when  the  nitrate  plants  closed  down  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war. 

Azorean  Fiber  for  American  Paper  Hanofactnre. 

Azorean  "hemp"  fiber  is  to  be  used  in  the  production  of  Ameri- 
can papers,  a  paper  manufacturer  in  the  United  States  having  opened 
negotiations  with  a  St.  Michael's  grower  for  the  bulk  of  his  output. 
This  business  is  the  direct  result,  states  Consul  Walter  H.  Schulz, 
of  the  article  on  the  Growth  of  the  Fiber  Industry  in  the  Azores  that 
appeared  in  Commerce  Beports  for  April  10, 1915. 
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CHDuE'S  BAKK  DEPOSITS  INCREASE  DITSOTQ  TEAS. 

[Consul  General  L.  3.  Keena,  Valporalao,  Joly  29.] 

The  National  Savings  Bank  of  Chile  (Caja  Nacional  de  Ahorros) 
has  published  data  in  regard  to  the  increase  in  savings  in  Chile  in 
1914.  This  bank,  at  the  end  of  1914,  had  in  operation  120  establish- 
ments throughout  the  country.  The  number  of  deposit  accounts  on 
December  31,  1913,  was  359,622,  and  by  December  31,  1914,  the  total 
had  reached  396,488,  a  net  increase  for  the  year  of  36,866. 

The  deposits  on  hand  in  the  Caja  Nacional  de  Ahorros  and  its 
branches  totaled  $572032,670,  Chilean  paper  currency,  on  December 
31,  1913,  and  $62,327,057  on  December  31,  1914,  a  net  increase  of 
$5,294,387,  Chilean  currency. 

Oifferenoe  in  Ezohanere  Bates. 

The  first-mentioned  amount  at  the  exchange  rate  of  $5.25  prevail- 
ing in  December,  1913,  would  equal  $10,863,365  United  St-ites  cur- 
rency, and  the  second  at  the  December,  1914,  rate  of  $C.50  would 
equal  $9,588,778  United  States  currency.  The  figures  given  in 
Chilean  currency,  however,  are  those  which  truly  represent  the  pro- 

Sortion  of  increase  in  savings,  as  the  vast  majority  of  these  savings 
epositors  are  employees  whose  salaries  or  wages  are  paid  in  Chilean 
paper  currency  and  who  have  not  experienced  any  change  in  rate  of 
wages  through  the  decreased  gold  value  of  Chilean  paper  currency. 

The  Caja  Nacional  de  Ahorros  reports  a  marked  increase  in  the  sale 
of  savings  stamps.  While  many  deposit  accounts  were  withdrawn 
last-  August,  the  bank  reports  that  deposits  had  begim  to  come  in 
normally  by  the  end  of  September. 

The  bank  considers  that  the  savings-deposit  increase  for  the  year 
is  highly  creditable  to  Chile,  especially  so  in  view  of  the  complete 
paralysis  of  the  nitrate  industries  in  Antofagasta  and  Tarapaca,  in 
which  more  than  50,000  workmen  are  employed. 


SWEDISH  DUTICTHTY  m  DIFOBTIirO  COFFEE. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockbolm,  July  30.] 

Swedish  coffee  importers  and  dealers  are  having  difficulty  in  im- 
porting coffee  from  Brazil.  The  Swedish  South  American  Steam- 
ship Line  does  not  take  coffee  cargoes  from  Brazil  at  present,  unless 
they  are  guaranteed  that  same  are  not  intended  for  countries  at  war 
with  England.  It  appears  that  this  is  very  strictly  carried  out. 
It  would  appear  that  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  which  is  the  center  of 
the  coffee  trade,  is  suffering  considerably  from  the  present  situation. 
•  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  after  coal,  coffee  is  the  largest 
article  of  import  coming  into  Sweden.  The  total  importations 
amount  to  about  $12,000,000  per  annum.  Not  only  do  the  dealers 
in  this  country  have  difficulties  in  getting  coffee  from  Brazil,  but 
from  Java  as  well.  All  coffee  from  the  former  country  comes  direct, 
but  that  from  Java  is  imported  through  Holland.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  same  difficulties  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  Dutch  merchants. 


The  foundation  stone  of  the  physiological  building  of  the  new 
iWelsh  National  School  of  Medicine  was  feid  on  August  12. 
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HEW  IKCOHE  TAX  IH  AUSTBAUA. 

According  to  statements  in  Australian  newspapers,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Commonwealth  is  proposing  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives the  imposition  of  a  heavy  income  tax,  necessitated  in  the 
main,  by  the  financial  requirements  in  connection  with  the  European 
war.  It  is  announced  that  approximately  £4,000,000  ($19,466,000) 
will  be  required  to  balance  the  ledger  this  year,  apart  from  war  ex- 
penditure, which  is  provided  for  out  of  loans.  Incidental  to  the 
war,  the  Treasurer  has  to  provide  for  interest  on  the  loans  and  for 
pensions.  It  is  believed  that  these  two  items  alone  may  reach 
£3,000,000.  There  is,  however,  a  credit  in  the  form  of  interest  pay- 
able by  the  States  on  the  amount  borrowed  from  the  Conmionwealthl 

It  is  understood  that  in  the  income  tax,  there  will  be  an  exemption 
of  £156  ($759.17)  per  annum,  with  an  additional  £13  ($63.26)  ex- 
emption for  each  child.  The  tax  will  be  a  progressive  one,  and 
there  will  be  a  differential  rate  for  incomes  made  by  personal  ex- 
ertion and  those  derived  from  investments  and  property.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  approximate  rates  proposed : 


Salary. 


Tax  In  £  ($4.8185). 


Personal  exertion. 


Incomes  from  prop, 
erty. 


£157  (J764.04) 

£S00  (12,433.25^ In  excesi  of  the  exemption.. 

£l,C0O(»4,(i««.f0) do 

£2,000  (»9,733) do 

£3,000  ($M.ru9.',0) do 

£4,000  ($19.4(lf.) do 

£8,000  (»24,.^T2.-D) do 

£0,000(129,189) do 


£7,000  (l34,065-5()) do, 

£7.750  (t37.713.ri«)  and  over do. 


3d.  (tO.06) 

7d.  (W.M) 

lOd.  (tO.JO) 

Is.  «d(t0.3633).. 

2s.  (to.  4866) 

3s.  (tO.7299) 

3s.  «d.  ($0.849»)  . 
4s.  (tO.»732) 


es.  (tl.2165). 


lOd.  (10.20). 
Is.  4d.  (10.3233). 
2s.  r,d.  (t0.5S66). 
35.  3d.  (10.7899). 
4s.  (f0.9rj4). 
43.  Cd.  ($1.0932). 
4S.  9d.  ($1.1332). 
M.  ($1.2105). 


On  incomes  between  the  totals  given  the  amount  of  the  tax  will  be 
graduated.  In  order  to  facilitate  collection  and  lighten  the  burden 
on  the  taxpayers  provision  will  probably  be  made  for  payment  in 
two  half-yearly  installments.  According  to  present  intentions  the 
first  payment  will  become  due  in  October,  and  incomes  will  be 
assessed  for  the  date  June  30,  1915.  The  Commissioner  of  the  Fed- 
eral Land  Tax  will  also  act  as  income  tax  commissioner,  entailing  the 
doubling  of  present  office  staffs. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  on  July  23  the  Australian 
Federal  Parliament  passed  the  wealth-census  bill,  requiring  all  per- 
sons aged  18  and  up  possessed  of  property  or  holding  it  on  trust,  or 
in  receipt  of  income,  to  fill  out  a  form  giving  a  detailed  account  of 
the  same. 

COBBECTION. 

In  Commerce  Reports  for  August  14  the  statement  appeared  that 
the  sailings  of  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co.  each  way  between 
Valparaiso  and  Buenos  Aires  are  "  approximately  six  weeks  apart." 
According  to  information  furnished  by  the  New  York  agents  of  the 
company  there  have  been  sailings  every  four  weelcs  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war. 
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THE  WHEAT  CSOP  OF  THE  WOBLD. 

A  recognized  organ  of  the  grain  trade,  the  London  Grain,  Seed, 
and  Oil  Reporter,  estimates  that  the  world's  wheat  crop  in  the  pres- 
ent year  will  reach  the  total  of  518,500,000  quarters  (quarter  equals 
480  pounds),  as  compared  with  456,500,000  quarters  in  1914  and 
494,650,000  quarters  in  1913.  The  indicated  surpluses  in  exporting 
countries,  judging  from  present  crop  conditions,  work  out  at  the 
figure  of  132,500,000  quarters,  leaving  reserves  at  the  end  of  the 
season  at  the  same  total  as  at  the  commencement.  This  figure  is 
arrived  at  as  follows:  Russia  and  Roumania,  40,000,000  quarters; 
United  States,  45,500,000  quarters;  Argentina,  13,000,000  quarters; 
Canada,  18,000,000  quarters;  India,  8,000,000  quarters;  Australia, 
7,000,000  quarters;  and  North  Africa,  1,000,000  quarters. 

Not  So  Dependent  on  United  States  This  Season. 

Commenting  on  these  figures,  the  London  Statist  says  that 
"  whereas  in  the  season  just  ended  the  United  Kingdom  was  very 
dependent  on  the  United  States  for  its  supplies  of  wheat,  it  will  not 
be  so  to  nearly  the  same  extent  this  season,  for  imless  climate  condi- 
tions are  exceptionally  unfavorable  in  the  future  Canada,  India,  and 
Australia  together  will  be  able  to  spare  33,000,000  quarters  of  wheat, 
whereas  our  requirements  promise  to  be  under  26,000,000  quarters,  so 
that  the  British  Empire  will  be  more  than  self-supporting  this  season 
as  far  as  wheat  supplies  are  concerned.  The  Canadian  wheat  sur- 
plus, however,  will  not  be  available  in  quantity  before  October  and 
the  Australian  before  January." 

The  preliminary  estimate  of  the  world's  wheat  crop  for  1915.  made 
by  the  Grain,  Seed,  and  Oil  Reporter,  compares  as  follows  with  the 
wheat  crops  of  the  preceding  five  yeare : 


Countries. 

1910 

1911 

1913 

1913 

1914 

ItlS 

Quartert.a 
6,700,000 

18,200,(K» 

13,100,000 
7,.'/)0,000 

22,700,000 
1,530,000 
7.100,000 

18, 700, ono 

2,300.000 

550,000 

4,000,000 

31,600,000 

17,700,000 

650,000 

650,  OX) 

44,(i00.000 

19,200,000 

2,709,000 

8«),000 

13,400,000 

102,800,000 

1,050,000 

17,200,000 

900,000 

350,000 

7,200,000 

79,400,000 

1,300,000 

QiKirlrri.a 
5.  .-(Kl.  (OO 

20.:iK!..00 

0. .'00 

7. .■'"■. '00 

24.i««l.il00 
L.HHJ.IWO 
8.  .'.00,  (00 

27, '1  II  '00 

2,  "'    '00 

"      00 

1,        00 

40      "  '00 

is  "  00 
00 
00 

4r,,,, .  ,00 

24.l«);i.i00 

3,1(»,(00 

1,0(0.000 

12.-'Tl,iO0 
97    "",'00 

I. '"■■,'00 
l,s,,ii"i,'«0 

l.Oni'OO 
5<ki.iO0 

8,0(«i,(IOO 
78,iK)0.(00 

1,200,(00 

3,000,000 

21,000,000 

12,000.(00 

8,000,(00 

2.'?,  000,000 

1,000,000 

7.  ffX).  (OO 

2S.(KH),000 

2..-,00.0(X) 

4.-0.  IKO 

3,l(MI.IO0 

41.. SIM.  000 

20.OlKI.(O0 

700.(00 

700, 003 

45,800,000 

20,S(K1,000 

3,000,000 

800,000 

11,100,000 

90,  .•'Oil.  100 

1.700. 100 

13,70(J.O00 

900,000 

400,000 

7,100,000 

91,000,000 

1,200,000 

5,  mi.  000 
14.  i;''">'1.  lOO 
13      ■     OO 

8     "      00 

21.       '.  OO 

1           OO 

6.  .00 
2B..M«i.iK):) 

2.000.000 

.-IKI.lOO 

4. I'M  'OO 
39,800,000 
21  ■•""  OOO 

,i«i.O0 
CIKI.'OO 

45.:i0i.iOO 

28,100.(00 

3,000,(00 

(-00,1100 

10  ::o'i,i00 

119            00 

1            00 

13. ,00 

1.1":','00 

1  "  '00 

7,100,(X)0 

«5. 400, 000 

700,000 

QnnrtcrMA 

4,.W1.000 

22.n^,:.lO0 

3           OO 

7.          OO 

16           00 

1.     ■    'OO 

6.7'  '.'OO 

20.ii«i.iW0 

2.soi,lOfl 

TIM. IKK) 

4,10J.OOO 

.39,200,000 

18,300,000 

700,000 

650,000 

39,300,000 

21,150,000 

2,700,000 

900,000 

5,800,000 

101,000,000 

1,200,000 

14,600,000 

900,000 

400,000 

8,100,000 

111,400,000 

1,000,000 

(iuartrrs.a 
5,,'W),000 

Argentina    ; 

22, 000, 000 

12,000,000 
7, 5(K).  000 

Auslrla' 

Hmieary  c 

20  .-.OO  (KK) 

1,000,(00 

Bulgaria 

(i,.';oo,ooo 

Canada 

28, 000, 000 

Chile 

2.600.000 

Denmark  ..•••....... 

f.OO  000 

4..roo.ooo 

France.... ..••••.•.••.. ....... 

.1.').  000, 000 

20,000,000 

Greece........... ....•••.•.... 

0!X).000 

000,  COO 

India 

47. €00,003 

Italy 

23,000,000 

2,  POO,  000 
700, 0(M 

Roumania... 

12,800,000 

Russia 

Serbia 

11.'),  000, 000 
1,. WO,  000 

Spain 

10, 000,  ooo 

Sweden 

800,000 
000,000 

Switserland 

United  Kingdom..... 

8,  .500, 000 
120, 700, 000 

United  States 

1,200,000 

Total 

443,300,000 

435,750,000 

462,550,000 

494.650.000 

450,500,000 

618,600^000 

«  Quarter  equals  480  pounds. 

>  Including  Bosnia  and  BerzsgoTlna, 

e  Including  Slavoaia  and  Croatia. 
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FIITANCIHO  ATTSTBAUAN  DRAFTS. 

[Commercial  AttacM  WllUam  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  Aastralta,  3\Hj  10.1 

The  elimination  of  Europe  as  an  active  source  of  supply  for  many 
classes  of  manufactured  goods  has,  during  the  last  10  months,  caused 
many  Australian  importers  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  United 
States  with  a  view  to  satisfying  their  urgent  requirements.  As  the 
war  continues  the  European  market  becomes  more  and  more  re- 
stricted, and  more  inquiries  are  addressed  to  the  TJnitied  States  for 
goods  not  usually  exported  from  that  country.  Thus  orders  have 
come  and  will  continue  to  come  into  the  hands  of  manufacturers 
not  accustomed  to  the  routine  of  foreign  business  and  not  familiar 
with  the  methods  of  financing  it. 

Anstrallan  Importers  Complain  of  American  Terms. 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  received  from  Australian  im- 
porters that  they  would  gladly  do  more  business  with  American 
manufacturers,  but  they  can  not  submit  to  their  terms.  The  urgency 
to  supply  their  needs  has  in  frequent  instances  led  them  to  send 
trial  orders  to  manufacturers  with  the  request  that  prompt  shipment 
be  made  and  the  value  of  the  invoice  be  drawn  for  "  at  sight."  As  a 
rule,  the  name  of  an  Australian  bank  has  been  given  as  reference 
and  as  the  medium  through  which  the  drafts  might  be  collected. 
Much  hard  feeling  and  harsh  criticism  of  American  Business  methods 
have  resulted  from  the  fact  that  a  lai'ge  proportion  of  such  orders 
has  been  rejected  by  the  manufacturers  on  the  ground  that  the  terms 
proposed  were  not  acceptable,  and  that  shipment  could  not  be  made 
unless  cash  were  sent  in  advance.  There  is  no  doubt  that  much 
valuable  business  has  thus  been  lost  and  a  prejudice  against  trade  witli 
the  United  States  created.  This  might  have  been  avoided  had  the 
manufacturers  been  more  familiar  with  the  peculiarities  of  drafts 
on  Australia  and  the  manner  in  which  they  are  handled.  Bills  of 
exchange  drawn  on  merchants  in  Australia  and  South  Africa  differ 
essentially  from  those  drawn  on  other  parts  of  the  world,  in  that 
it  is  customary  for  them  to  bear  on  their  face  what  is  known  as  the 
colonial  clause,  the  usual  wording  of  which  is :  "  Payable  with  ex- 
change (English  and  colonial  stamps  added  at  the  current  rate  in 
London  for  negotiating  bills  on  the  colonies.)" 

Effect  of  Colonial  Clanse — Australian  Bankint;  Facilities. 

The  effect  of  this  clause  is  that  the  drawee  bears  all  charges,  such 
as  collection  fees,  interest  from  the  time  the  draft  is  drawn  until 
the  date  of  arrival  of  the  proceeds  in  London,  stamps,  and  difference 
in  exchange,  so  that  the  bank  that  finally  presents  the  draft  for  pay- 
ment collects  from  the  drawee  not  only  the  face  value  but  also  all 
these  accrued  charges.  Banks,  therefore,  having  London  and  Aus- 
tralian connections  are  willing  to  buy  such  drafts  when  made  in  Eng- 
lish currency  at  the  prevailing  sight  rate  on  London  without  any 
discount,  irrespective  of  whether  they  be  drawn  at  sight  or  at  30,  60, 
or  90  days'  sight. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  shipper  to  concern  himself  with  a  calcu- 
lation of  the  approximate  time  that  will  elapse  before  his  draft  is 
presented,  the  time  it  has  to  nm,  and  the  time  required  for  the  return 
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of  funds,  and  to  add  interest  for  all  this  time  to  his  invoice  or  provide 
for  it  in  his  price,  nor  need  he  be  concerned  regarding  fluctuations 
of  exchange.  He  has  only  to  convert  his  invoice  from  dollars  into 
pounds  sterling  at  the  sight  rate  on  London  and  draw  his  draft  for 
the  resultant  amount.  This  draft  can  be  sold  to  any  bank  having  the 
proper  London  and  Australian  connections  for  full  face  value.  The 
transaction  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  cash  one  for  the  manufac- 
turer or  shipper,  although,  of  course,  he  still  runs  the  credit  risk,  as 
such  drafts  are  not  bought  without  recourse  unless  a  confirmed  bank- 
er's credit  has  been  opened.  In  the  case  of  sight  drafts  this  risk  is  re- 
duced to  a  minimum,  since  the  drawee  can  not  obtain  possession  of 
the  corresponding  goods  until  the  draft  is  paid.  In  other  or  doubtful 
cases  it  is  not  difficult  for  the  manufacturer  to  satisfy  himself  of  the 
standing  and  reputation  of  the  client  through  the  reliable  conunercial 
agencies  that  have  branches  in  Australia  or  through  the  correspond- 
ents of  the  Australian  banks. 

The  banking  facilities  in  Australia  are  quite  ample,  being  supplied 
bjr  24  banks  of  international  scope,  with  branches  m  all  the  principal 
cities.  The  aggregate  capital  of  these  institutions  is  about  $155,- 
000,000  and  their  reserve  funds  about  $75,000,000.  In  addition  to 
these  resources  there  are  reserve  liabilities  of  the  stockholders  or 
proprietors  of  about  $70,000,000. 

[A  list  of  these  banks,  with  the  names  of  thetr  principal  correspondents  in 
the  United  States  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  nud  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  5G3.  This  should  be  of 
assistance  to  American  merchants  and  shippers  In  cultivating  relations  with 
Australian  importers  and  in  arranging  for  the  financing  of  their  transactions.] 


DECEEASE  IN  IKMI6BATI0N  TO  CANADA. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Aus.  13.] 

A  recent  publication  of  the  Dominion  Department  of  Immigration 
shows  that  only  144,789  immigrants  arrived  in  Canada  daring 
the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1915.  From  Great  Britain  there 
were  43,276,  as  compared  with  142,622  in  the  previous  year,  and  from 
the  United  States  59,779,  as  compared  with  107,530  in  1913-14.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  immigration  statistics  for  the  last  fiscal 
year  embrace  a  period  of  four  months  before  the  outbreak  of  war. 

The  problem  of  immigration  after  the  war  is  already  being  diS' 
cussed  m  Canada  and  Great  Britain,  and  plans  are  under  considera- 
tion for  the  settlement  of  returned  soldiers  on  the  vacant  lands  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  as  well  as  of  other  over-sea  countries  of  the 
Britidi  Empire.  It  is  expected  that  thousands  of  families  will  emi- 
grate from  continental  Europe  after  the  war  to  find  homes  on  the 
fertile  lands  now  idle  in  Canada  and  other  British  countries. 


Branch  OfBces  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Boom  409  ITnlted  States  Cnstomhouse;  Boston.  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnildlng;  St  Lonis,  403  Third  National  Bank  Bnlldlng; 
Atlanta,  581  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1030  Hlhemla  Bank  Bnildlng;  San 
Francisco,  SOS  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
atlve  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Ooauneroe;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1008  OOMMBBCE  BEPOBTS.  - 

FOBEION  TBADE  OPFOBTUNITIES. 

(Where  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  or  Its  1>niBch 

ofllce».]  > 

Emhroidcrics,  No.  18111. — Two  Arms  In  France  infonn  an  American  consular 
officer  that  they  wish  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  embroideries. 

Hides,  No.  18112. — An  Amelcan  consular  officer  In  Brazil  writes  that  a  business 
man  In  his  district  Is  desirous  of  entering  Into  commercial  relations  with 
American  importers  of  hides  of  neut  cattle.  He  desires  to  act  as  export 
representative.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese. 

Engravings,  etchings,  etc.,  No.  18113. — ^A  business  man  In  France  advises  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  represent  American  producers 
and  exporters  of  engravings,  etchings,  and  sketches. 

Flour,  No.  18114. — A  business  man  In  Brazil  has  requested  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  to  place  him  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  flour.  He 
desires  to  act  as  an  agent.    References  are  given. 

Envelopes,  etc..  No.  18115. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  transmits 
the  names  of  two  men  In  his  district  who  desire  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  envelopes  and  paper  for  mailing  same. 

Floor  coverings.  No.  18116. — ^A  firm  In  Argentina  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  consider  the  direct  importation  from  the  United 
States  of  carpets  and  other  floor  coverings.  Correspondence  and  literature 
should  be  In  Spanish. 

Furs  and  skins.  No.  18117. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  France  has  trans- 
mitted the  names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  business  m^i  in  his  dis- 
trict who  desire  to  represent  American  exporters  of  furs  and  skina 

Scrap  iron.  No.  18118. — One  of  the  commercial  delegates  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment reports  that  there  is  a  large  demand  for  scrap  iron  In  his  country.  He 
desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of  such 
iron. 

Cotton  yarn.  No.  18119. — A  firm  in  the  Netherlands  Informs  the  Bureau  that  It  is 
in  the  market  for  300,000  to  OOO.lXK)  pounds  of  cotton  yams  ( ISngUsh  Nos. 
16,  20,  24,  28,  and  30,  single,  and  No.  36,  twofold ;  all  good  quality). 

Leather  and  electrical  supplies.  No.  18120. — A  firm  in  Portugal  Is  anxious  to 
make  agency  connections  with  American  manufacturers  of  leather,  leather 
goods,  and  electrical  supplies. 

Metals,  oils,  etc..  No.  18121. — A  commission  merchant  in  Italy  writes  the  Bureau 
that  be  is  anxious  to  make  connections  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  pig  iron,  iron  scrap,  zinc,  nickel,  alumiuuiu,  tin,  resin,  animal 
fats,  cottonseed  oil,  mineral  oils,  etc. 

Novelties,  hardware,  etc..  No.  18122. — A  business  man  in  France,  who  has  had 
considerable  experience  In  commercial  Hues,  writes  that  he  is  anxious  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  novelties,  hardware, 
household  goods,  etc.  Correspondence  and  catalogues  should  be  in  Frendi. 
References  are  given. 

General  agency.  No.  18123. — A  representative  of  an  Austrian  firm  writes  tliat 
he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufocturers 
and  exporters.  He  does  not  specify  any  particular  line.  Catalogues,  price 
lists,  and  samples  should  be  forwarded  at  once. 

Boiler  tuVes,  No.  18124. — The  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  who  may  be  ad- 
dressed at  India  House,  Whitehall,  S.  W.  Loudon,  desires  to  receive,  before 
September  14, 1915,  tenders  for  steel  boiler  tubes  and  for  brass  boiler  tubes, 
required  for  the  Northwestern  Railway  of  India.  Forms  of  tender,  etc., 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  information  relative  to  tills 
opportunity. 


WASHINGTON  :  GOVEBXUBXT  PBIN'TIXO  OmCB  :  I*l« 
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CODHSH  WANTED  IN  SPAIN. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Seville.] 

There  is  a  shortage  here  of  dried  and  shredded  codfish.  Prices  and 
terms  are  required  immediately.  Address  American  Consulate,  Se- 
ville, Spain. 

COTTON  ON  FBENCH  CONTRABAND  LIST. 

(Cablegram  received  from  American  Consul  General  at  Paris.] 

Notification  published  Journal  Officiel,  twenty-second,  adds  raw 
cotton,  linters,  lint  waste  to  list  absolute  contraband  established  by 
decree  November  6,  1914. 


DXnrCH  INDTTSTBIAL  ENTEBFBISES. 

[Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attach^  E.  W.  Thompson,  Tlie  Hague,  Netherlands,  Aug.  26.] 

Fertilizer  factories  are  combining  to  build  sulphuric-acid  works. 
The  Kotterdamsche  Bank  Vereenignmg  is  interested. 

Insulinde  Oliefabrieken,  of  Amsterdam,  is  increasing  its  capital 
by  $160,000  to  build  a  third  oil  mill  in  Java  for  crushing  copra. 

OPPOETUNITY  FOE  AMEEICAN  FBUITS  IN  ONTABIO. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Aug.  19.] 

Trade  openings  which  are  noted  in  this  part  of  Canada  are  those 
for  peaches,  watermelons,  cantaloupes,  pears,  and  sweet  potatoes, 
which  could  be  brought  to  Ontario  from  Maryland,  Delaware,  and 
New  Jersey  and  sold  at  a  profit.  Fruit  and  vegetables  in  the  States 
mentioned  ripen  and  are  ready  for  market  three  or  four  weeks  before 
those  of  Ontario,  thereby  providing  a  splendid  opening  for  the  Amer- 
ican article. 

Sweet  potatoes  (seconds)  retail  on  the  local  market  at  7  cents  per 
poimd;  watermelons  at  2^  cents  per  pound,  or  5  cents  a  slice;  and 
cantaloupes  at  10  cents  apiece.  It  is  with  a  view  to  establishinjg 
American  fruits  in  the  markets  of  Ontario  that  the  attention  of  fruit 
growers  is  called  to  this  matter. 
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PACIFIC  COAST  CROP  SELLDTO  NOTES. 

[CalUornla  Fruit  News,  Aug.  21.] 

WasUnerton  Trvdt  for  Argentina. 

The  first  export  shipment  of  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  fruit  of  this  sea- 
son was  shipped  August  3  by  E.  Wagner  &  Son.  Two  cars  of  Bart- 
lett  pears  bound  for  Buenos  Aires,  billed  via  New  York  City,  com- 
posed the  shipment. 

Higher  Prices  for  Alfalfa. 

Alfalfa  prices  are  going  skyward,  says  the  Oakdale  Leader. 
While  prices  around  Oakdale  started  out  this  year  at  as  low  as  $5 
per  ton,  in  the  field,  no  hay  is  obtainable  now  for  less  than  $6  and  $7. 

Oregon  Apples  for  Holland. 

A  Portland,  Oreg.,  advice  says  the  largest  contract  for  the  pur- 
chase of  apples  of  the  season  has  just  been  closed  with  Hood  River 
growers,  who  have  sold  to  O.  Berghuis-Krak,  the  Netherlands  con- 
sul there,  100,000  boxes.  The  price  paid  was  $1.50  per  box.  The 
apples  will  be  shipped  to  merchants  in  the  Netherlands  next  October. 
Hew  Kethod  for  Selling  Fruit. 

According  to  advices  received  from  Chico,  Butte  County,  a  large 
fruit  erower  of  that  place  has  returned  from  Minnesota,  to  which 
State  he  went  last  November  to  dispose  of  his  crop  of  dried  peaches. 
Discouraged  at  the  low  prices,  he  packed  all  his  peaches  in  sacks,  in 
all  about  30  tons,  and  shipped  them  to  Minnesota.  Opening  head- 
quarters in  one  of  the  principal  interior  towns,  he  started  selling 
them  direct  to  the  consumers,  going  from  town  to  town  until  he  had 
disposed  of  his  entire  crop. 
Avocado  and  Sate  Planting  Urged. 

Cultivation  of  the  avocado,  or  alligator  pear,  is  a  coming  industry 
of  California,  said  H.  J.  Webber,  dean  of  the  graduate  school  of  trop- 
ical agriculture  at  the  University  of  California,  in  an  address  before 
the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  last  week. 
Next  to  the  avocado,  extension  of  the  date  industry  was  advised. 
Big  Shipments  of  Honey. 

Further  evidence  of  the  increase  of  the  honey  and  bee  industry  in 
Butte  County,  Cal.,  was  the  receipt  last  week  at  Chico  of  the  second 
car  of  honey  cans  of  the  season.  This  shipment  brings  the  total  to 
ten  thousand  60-pound  honey  cans  received  in  Chico  this  year. 

Short  Wine  Yield. 

The  vintage  season  is  late,  and  the  wineries  of  the  Sacramento  Val- 
ley, Cal.,  will  not  begin  crushing  until  about  September  15,  according 
to  Secretary  Sheehan,  of  the  State  Viticultural  Commission.  In  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley  the  vintage  will  start  about  10  days  earlier.  The 
entire  tonnage  of  wine  grapes  in  the  State  it  is  estimated  will  not 
reach  75  per  cent  of  a  normal  crop. 
Walnnt  Outlook  for  the  Season. 

The  California  Walnut  Growers'  Association  announces  that,  de- 
spite the  blight,  shipments  of  walnuts  for  1915  will  be  at  least  as 
heavy  as  in  the  last  year  of  good  production,  when  12,500  tons  left 
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the  State;  in  fact,  the  estimate  is  now  13^00  tons.    The  association 
will  hereafter  use  a  patent  method  of  bleaching  walnuts,  eliminating 
sulphur  f lunes,  and  has  also  installed  in  each  of  its  20  packing  houses 
new  galvanized-iron  graders. 
Northwest  Tmit  Tonnagre  for  1915. 

The  latest  figures  given  out  for  the  apple  crop  in  the  Northwest 
districts  for  1915  estimate  the  output  from  Wenatchee  as  4,800  cars; 
Yakima,  3,800  cars;  Rogue  River  Valley,  350  cars;  Hood  River  dis- 
trict, 900  cars;  Walla  Walla,  225  cars;  Spokane,  400  cars;  southern 
Idaho,  760  cars;  Montana,  50  cars;  Palouse,  100  cars;  total,  11,375 
cars. 

According  to  growers  and  shippers,  the  Yakima  Valley  peaj;  crop 
will  not  exceed  600  cars.  The  forecast  of  the  season's  crop  made 
under  the  date  of  May  6,  from  data  gathered  by  the  railroad  com- 
panies, placed  the  pear  crop  at  from  950  to  1,000  cars.  A  more  re- 
cent estimate  cut  that  to  800,  but  now  it  is  dropped  to  600. 

The  northwestern  peach  crop  will  total  at  least  1,200  cars,  accord- 
ing to  B.  A.  Perham,  sales  manager  of  the  North  Pacific  Fruit  Dis- 
tributors, and  it  will  practically  sul  be  marketed  west  of  Kansas  City 
and  Minneapolis.  The  first  early  Elbertas  were  shipped  from  Ken- 
newick.  Wash.,  on  August  12.  Italian  prunes  are  moving  in  mixed 
cars  from  the  Yakima  Valley. 


AOBICTTLTUEAI  IMFLEHENTS  INVESTIGATIONS. 

In  an  effort  to  stimulate  the  exjjortation  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  machinery  and  to  provide  American  manufacturers  with 
concrete,  practical  information  concerning  the  conditions  and  re- 
quirements of  certain  foreign  fields,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  is  undertaking  two  important  investigations  along 
these  lines.  It  has  appointed  Mr.  Frank  H,  Von  Motz  and  Mr.  Juan 
Homs  as  commercial  agents,  the  former  going  to  South  America  and 
the  latter  covering  the  South  African  and  Australian  markets. 

As  a  result  of  the  war,  the  foreign  markets  for  agricultural  im- 
plements have  been  greatly  contracted  and  a  marked  falling  off  in 
American  exports  has  been  recorded.  In  normal  times  manuf  actxirers 
in  the  United  States  had  made  gratifying  headway  in  the  securing 
of  foreign  orders,  though  it  may  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the 
smaller  firms  have  been  comparatively  little  interested  in  export 
trade.  It  is  hoped  that  the  investigations  now  being  organized  will 
bring  about  a  wider  knowledge  of  and  interest  in  export  business. 

Increased  opportunities  are  expected  in  South  America  in  the  next 
decade,  because  of  the  agricultural  expansion  that  is  constantly  going 
on  and  the  ever-growing  readiness  to  adopt  modern,  up-to-date  ma- 
chinery. In  countries  Rke  Argentina  such  implements  'are  already 
used,  but  in  certain  other  parts  of  South  America  this  is  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Von  Motz  and  Mr.  Homs  will  study  the  various  conditions 
that  surround  agricultural  activity  in  the  countries  visited — such  as 
soils,  climate,  crops — and  their  bearing  on  the  particular  types  of 
implements  desired. 

Mr.  Homs  will  enter  on  duty  August  80  and  Mr.  Von  Motz  on 
September  7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1012  COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 

BBADFOBD  UTJNICIFAI  TBADIKO  nHSEBTAEUTOS. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  BnidfoM,  England,  July  30.] 

The  Bradford  city  treasurer  has  recently  issued  his  annual  state- 
ment of  the  accounts  for  the  municipal  trading  undertakings  of  the 
city  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  These  undertakings  in- 
cluded the  waterworks,  the  Nidd  Valley  Light  Railway  (in  connec- 
tion with  the  waterworks),  the  ga^  works,  electricity  works,  tram- 
ways, public  markets,  and  the  textile  conditioning  house.  The  year's 
income  from  these  undertakings  amounted  to  $5,049,174,  and  the 
aggregate  amount  of  working  expenses  in  respect  thereof  was 
$3,323,780,  leaving  a  gross  or  trading  profit  of  $1,725,393,  which  rep- 
resents 4.67  per  cent  upon  the  total  capital  expenditure  of  these  un- 
dertakings ($36,946,550).  There  was  expended  for  interest  on  loans, 
bank  interest,  etc.,  $1,056,921,  and  $476,163  was  set  aside  during  the 
year  for  liquidation  of  debt  in  accordance  with  the  various  acts  of 
Parliament  and  departmental  sanction  under  which  the  moneys  were 
borrowed,  leaving  a  net  surplus  of  $192,309. 

The  following  departments  showed  a  net  surplus  for  the  year: 
Waterworks,  $28,600;  tramways,  $149,538;  electricity,  $92,439;  and 
markets,  $14,020.  The  following  showed  a  loss  in  the  year:  Nidd 
Valley  Light  Railway,  $10,779;  gas  works,  $70,660;  conditioning 
house,  $10,755. 

The  Bradford  tramways  showed  a  marked  increase  in  receipts, 
which  is  proof  of  the  prosperous  conditions  in  the  city.  The  profit 
on  the  undertaking  is  also  remarkable  in  view  of  the  lowness  of  the 
fares,  the  minimum  being  1  cent,  which  is  the  fare  collected  before 
9  a.  m.  The  carriage  and  delivery  of  parcels  by  the  tramways  also 
showed  an  increase  in  receipts. 

The  high  price  of  fuel  has  affected  the  profits  of  the  electricity 
works  and  caused  a  loss  in  connection  with  the  gas  works,  the  latter 
suffering  also  from  the  fall  in  value  of  residual  products. 


FUBNITITBE  TEADE  OF  NAPLES. 

In  forwarding  a  list  of  the  furniture  dealers  of  Naples,  Consul 
Jay  White  gives  the  following  statistics  of  imports  of  furniture  and 
rough  and  finished  parts  through  that  Italian  port  in  1913  (the 
latest  year  for  which  detailed  figures  are  available) . 

Not  upholstered,  common  woods — total  $102,636,  from  United 
States  $2,924;  not  upholstered,  cabinet  woods — ^total  $6,188,  from 
United  States  $867;  not  upholstered,  veneered — total  $245,  from 
United  States  $128;  not  upholstered,  inlaid — ^total  $5,738,  from 
United  States  $819;  upholstered,  common  woods — $4,037,  from 
United  States  $2,623 ;  upholstered,  cabinet  woods — total  $3,361,  from 
United  States  $266.  There  was  also  imported  in  the  same  year  $476 
worth  of  picture  moldings,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished 
$116  worth. 

As  stated  the  figures  relate  only  to  furniture  entering  Italy 
through  the  port  of  Naples.  They  disclose  the  fact  that  the  United 
States  supplied  but  6.3  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  list  of  dealers 
referred  to  may  be  had,  upon  request,  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  Branch  offices  by  referring  to  File 
No.  64754. 
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STEAK  TEST  FOB  CEMElTr  nTCONCLUSIVE. 

The  high-pressure  steam  test  of  Portland  cements  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  expenments  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Com- 
merce, and  the  results  are  given  in  Technologic  Paper  No.  47,  by 
R.  J.  Wig,  engineer  physicist,  and  H.  A.  Davis,  assistant  engineer 
physicist,  just  issued  by  the  bureau.  A  full  description  of  the  niuner- 
ous  tests  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  bureau  is  given,  with 
the  general  conclusions  announced  that  cement  passing  the  high- 
pressure  steam  test  is  not  superior  in  cementing  quality,  as  deter- 
mined from  the  compressive  strength  of  concretes,  to  cement  that 
fails  to  pass  this  test;  that  cement  passing  the  high-pressure  steam 
test  does  not  make  more  durable  or  permanent  concrete  than  cement 
which  meets  the  requirements  of  the  standard  specification,  but  fails 
to  pass  this  test,  and  that  for  practical  work  imder  normal  conditions 
of  construction  the  results  of  this  investigation  fail  to  show  that  the 
high-pressure  steam  test  is  of  value  as  a  means  of  determining  the 
ultimate  soundness  of  concrete. 

Other  conclusions  arrived  at  which  point  to  the  occasional  employ- 
ment of  the  high-pressure  steam  test  are  that  it  should  be  made  on 
all  cements  that  are  incorporated  in  cement,  mortar,  or  concrete  prod- 
ucts which  are  to  be  cured  in  steam  at  pressures  above  atmospheric, 
and  that  it  may  be  of  value  as  forecasting  the  behavior  of  neat  cement 
or  a  very  rich  mortar  when  exposed  under  normal  conditions  in  dry 
air. 

It  is  explained  in  the  paper  that  unsoundness  of  a  Portland  cement, 
which  is  evidenced  with  age  by  a  lack  of  cohesion  and  strength,  may 
not  be  apparent  for  weelffi  or  months  after  the  cement  is  hydrated. 
This  fact  created  a  demand  for  an  accelerated  test  of  soundness,  in 
answer  to  which  a  large  number  of  such  tests  had  been  proposed. 
All  accelerated  tests  are  designed  to  hasten  the  action ;  of  any  ^- 
pansive  constituents  of  the  cement,  producing  thereby  evidence  of 
unsoundness  in  a  few  hours  or  days. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  that  the  primary  cause  of  unsoimdness  in 
Portland  cement  is  attributable  to  the  presence  of  free  or  loosely  com- 
bined lime.  Since  there  is  no  chemical  pieans  by  which  the  percentage 
of  free  lime  in  cement  may  be  determined,  and  the  identification  of 
this  constituent  by  optical  means  is  difficult  and  limited,  investi- 

§ators  have  endeavored  to  find  an  economical  physical  test  that  would 
etect  the  presence  of  free  lime  in  its  dangerous  form  where  it  is 
liable  to  cause  disintegration,  cracking,  and  weakening  of  the  cement. 

Several  railroads  and  other  corporations  adopted  the  high-pressure 
steam  test  for  their  specifications,  bringing  about  considerable  con- 
troversy between  its  advocates  and  cement  manufacturers.  Many  of 
the  latter  refused  to  furnish  cement  upon  a  specificatidn  which  in- 
cluded this  test,  believing  it  to  be  an  abnormal  one,  not  in  any  way 
measuring  the  relative  soundness  or  cementing  value  of  the  Port- 
land cement  as  used  normally  in  concrete.  The  work  of  investiga- 
tion reported  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  was  limited  to  a  physical 
investigation  of  the  use  of  high-pressure  steam  as  a  means  of  de- 
termimng  the  soundness,  both  as  a  qualitative  and  quantitative  test. 

Copies  of  this  report  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10.14  OOMICEBCB  BBP0BT8. 

TRADE  NOTES  FROH  CHILE. 

(American  CommercUl  Attach^  Y.  L.  Havens,  SantlaKO,  J11I7  27.1 

A  company  has  been  organized  to  extract  copper  from  several 
mines  in  the  Department  of  Freirina.  It  has  a  capital  of  $200,000 
paper  Chilean  pesos  (about  $33,000  United  States  gold).  The  name 
of  the  company  and  address  of  officials  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  576. 

$tate  Hallways  Ask  for  Bids  on  Supplies. 

The  State  railways  have  asked  for  bids  on  desk  supplies.  The 
list  includes  rubber  bands,  typewriter  ribbons,  thumb  tacks,  pens,  ink- 
stands, etc.  The  complete  list  may  be  found  on  page  2720  of  the 
Diario  Oficial,  which  is  on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.  Bids  should  be  made  through  an  agent,  as  special  forms 
and  samples  are  necessary.    They  will  l»  open^  October  15, 1915. 

Voreign  Trade  Katters. 

The  Antofagasta  Nitrate  Co.  has  been  allowed  to  pay  export  duties 
up  to  $486,650  by  drafts  on  the  Capital  Counties  Bank  (Ltd.)  and 
Antony  Gibbs  &  Sons,  of  London. 

The  Anglo-South  American  Bank  has  been  allowed  by  the  Chilean 
Government  to  pay  export  duties  by  drafts  on  Barclay  &  Co.  (Ltd.), 
oid^Tidon  up  to  the  sum  of  $442,850. 

The  Barber  Williams  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Liverpool,  have  been  granted 
legal  rights  in  Chile,  with  a  capital  of  $48,665,  to  act  as  agents,  com- 
mission merchants,  exporters  and  importers,  bankers,  expressers,  ship- 
pers, etc.,  at  the  petition  of  Willian  Percival  Gamon.  The  names  and 
addresses  of  two  stockholders  given  are :  J.  Lionel  Barber,  411  Tower 
Buildings,  Liverpool;  Henry  Williams,  16  Fenwick  Street,  Liver- 
pool. 

La  Sociedad  Nacional  pro  Estudiantes  Chilenos  (The  National  So- 
ciety for  Chilean  Students  Abroad),  of  which  the  commercial  attach^ 
is  a  director,  has  been  incorporated. 

Electric  Company  Organized. 

The  Compania  Electrica  de  Copiapo  (Electric  Company  of  Copi- 
opo)  has  been  organized,  with  a  capital  of  $150,000  Chilean  paper 

Sesos  (about  $25,000  United  States  gold,  according  to  the  value  of  the 
uctuating  paper  peso),  to  provide  electric  light,  power,  etc.,  to  the 
city  of  Copiapo.  The  company  must  begin  operations  of  installation 
within  90  days  from  July  23,  1915.  The  temporary  president^  Jose 
Eamon  Neira,  may  be  addressed  care  of  the  Compania  Electrica  de 
Copiap6,  Copiapo,  Chile. 

Voodstnffs  That  Hay  Be  Exported. 

Foodstuffs  allowed  to  be  exported  from  Valparaiso  bv  presidential 
decree  of  July  15  are:  Dried  fruit,  fresh  fruit,  canclieSj  bonbons, 

Sastilles,  fruits  candied  and  half  candied,  and  caramels.  It  was  also 
ecreed  that  lentils  could  be  exported  from  Talcahuano  and  Val- 
paraiso. From  the  three  poi-ts  of  Castro,  Queilen,  and  Quellon  it 
was  decreed  that  potatoes  could  be  expoi-ted  up  to  a  total  of  20,000 
metric  quintals. 
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Las  I^ltimas  Noticias  of  June  25, 1915,  said : 


The  30th  of  this  month  will  end  the  effects  of  the  Important  law  which  pro- 
hibits the  exportation  of  certain  food  stuffs  of  indispensable  use.  The  Presi- 
dent presented  a  project  for  the  extension  of  the  law,  a  project  which  the 
House  has  already  dispatched.  It  is  indispensable  that  the  Senate  also  dis- 
patch this  extension  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  If  engrossed  In  electoral 
questions  they  aliow  a  few  days  to  go  by  before  mailing  this  extension,  tliere 
Is  little  doubt  that  a  considerable  exportation  of  products  would  take  place, 
which  we  would  miss  tremendously. 

It  is  already  known  that  the  kidney-bean  crop  has  been  pretty  poor.  The 
rains  caught  the  grain  at  such  a  harmful  time  that  the  mentioned  crop  has 
been  lost  in  large  part.  Due  to  this,  the  price  of  this  product  has  gone  up,  and 
it  can  well  be  imagined  how  much  higher  it  will  go  up  if  a  few  shiploads  get 
through  to  Europe.    The  prompt  dispatch  of  the  extension  is  therefore  urgent. 

Limit  for  Karal  and  Xllitary  Forces. 

The  naval  and  military  forces  for  1915  are  limited  by  a  law  just 
passed  to  a  total  of  26,191,  of  which  number  8,283  will  belong  to  the 
standing  army,  6,000  to  the  navy,  9,000  to  conscripts  for  the  army 
and  300  for  the  navy,  731  to  the  subaltern  personnel  of  the  coast 
artillery,  and  1,800  to  the  carbineers. 


AMEBICAN  COAL  FOE  WESTERN  OBEECE. 

[Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patraa,  July  28.] 

The  first  cargo  of  American  coal  ever  to  reach  this  port,  so  far  as 
the  records  show,  arrived  a  few  days  since.  The  cargo  was  shipped 
from  Norfolk,  Va.,  consisting  of  6,000  tons  of  Pocahontas  coal.  The 
collier  proceeded  direct  to  Patras,  where  3,400  tons  were  discharged 
for  the  PAP  Eailway,  after  which  the  vessel  proceeded  to  Piraeus, 
where  the  remaining  2,600  tons  are  to  be  discharged  to  the  same  rail- 
way. 

The  price  of  the  coal  is  stated  to  have  been  62  shillings  ($15.07) 

?ier  ton  c.  i.  f.  Patras,  of  which  47  shillings  ($11.42)  was  for  ocean 
reight  and  15  shillings  ($3.65)  for  the  coal  itself.  In  other  words, 
the  ocean  freight  on  American  coal  to  this  district  is  now  more  than 
three  times  the  value  of  the  coal  f .  o.  b.  ship  at  American  ports. 

Prospects  indicate  that  this  district  will  be  forced  to  secure  its 
supplies  of  coal  from  American  markets  for  some  time  at  least,  in 
spite  of  ocean  freights,  since  other  coal  markets  are  now  cut  off.  The 
annual  consumption  of  coal  for  the  entire  district  is  60,000  to  80,000 
tons,  practically  all  bituminous.  The  coal  is  used  for  locomotives, 
for  vessel  bunkers,  for  making  gas,  and  to  a  slight  degree  for  manu- 
facturing. Prices  are  quoted  to  this  market  usually  "  c.  i.  f .  Patras  " 
per  long  ton  in  cargo  lots. 

[The  names  of  Greek  importers  of  coal  which  were  furnished  by  the  consul 
may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  Its 
branches.    Kefer  to  file  64920.] 


During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  Canada's  exports  of  agri- 
cultural produce  of  foreign  origin  greatly  increased  while  the  amount 
of  home  produce  exported  was  reduced.  The  figures  representing 
the  respective  values  are:  Exports  of  home  produce,  1915,  $134,- 
746,000;  1914,  $198,220,000;  1913,  $150,146,000.  For  the  same 
years  the  exports  of  foreign  produce  were  valued  at  $35,604,000, 
$8,596,000,  and  $8,810,000. 
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JAPAN  GIVES  ATTENTION  TO  BEFOBESTATION. 

[Vice  Consul  Harold  C.  Hoggins,  Tokobama,  Japan,  July  10.] 

The  forest  area  of  Japan  is  decreasing  at  the  rate  of  1,000,000 
acres  a  year.  This  area  is  being  cut  away  partly  for  timber  and  lum- 
ber and  for  firewood,  and  partly  to  make  the  land  available  for  the 
cultivation  of  rice. 

The  actual  forest  area  of  Japan  (excluding  the  Hokkaido,  but 
including  the  Luchu  Islands)  for  1909  to  1913,  inclusive,  as  given  by 
the  Govermnent,  classified  according  to  ownership,  is : 


Years. 

Tbs  State. 

Imperial 
housebold. 

Belteious 
bodies. 

Prirmto 
peisoDS. 

1909 

Acret. 
28,613.103 
26,634,192 
24,164,242 
20,623,029 
19,623,932 

Aertt. 
S,129,«9 
6.123.828 
6,106.721 
4,414,349 
4,306,429 

Acret. 
8,676,353 
6,112,903 
5,007.637 
7,073,8*0 
7,040,683 

Acre*. 
14,613,640 

1910              

14,177,541 

1911 

12,770,630 

1912  

14,978,040 

1913                

16,361,414 

The  total  of  forest  lands  in  Japan  for  each  year  from  1909  to  1913, 
inclusive,  therefore,  was:  1909,  54,032,565  acres;  1910,  52,048,464; 
1911,  47,038,230;  1912,  46,989,298;  1913,  46,231,458. 

During  the  period  for  which  statistics  are  given  the  forest  area 
decreased  by  approximately  1,600,000  acres  a  year  on  an  average. 
Estimating  the  annual  decrease  at  this  figure  the  forests  of  Japan 
at  the  end  of  1914  covered  about  45,000,000  acres. 

Value  of  Forest  Froduots. 

The  value  of  the  forest  products — timber,  lumber,  and  firewoods — 
for  these  years  were: 


Years. 

Lumber. 

Firewood. 

Total. 

1908-9 

$23,810,722 
22,834,970 
21,293,737 
22.436,157 
24,046,634 

$14,223,933 
16,104,213 
13,928,926 
14,763,437 
16,222,634 

t3S,0J4,»55 
37,939,183 
35,222,603 
37,180,694 
39,208,168 

1909-10 

1910-11 

1911-12 

1912-13 

The  sale  of  timber  from  Government-owned  forests  is  a  source  of 
considerable  revenue  to  the  State.  In  1914  the  budget  for  the  fiscal 
year  1913-14  estimated  this  revenue  at  $5,359,845,  in  which  are  in- 
cluded the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  State-owned  forest  lands.  The 
expenditures  for  upkeep,  supervision,  and  reforestation  were  esti- 
mated at  $2,326,811,  giving  the  Government  a  profit  of  $3,033,034. 
In  1914,  the  Imperial  Diet  having  been  dissolved  before  the  budget 
for  the  ensuing  year  was  passed,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  the  budget  for  the  preceding  year,  1913-14,  was 
continued  for  another  year  without  change. 

Valnei  of  Exporti  of  Lum'ber. 

The  revenue  from  forests  is  made  up  of  the  sale  of  forest  products 
and  the  proceeds  of  forest  land  sales,  which  are  somewhat  extensive, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  very  marked  decrease  in  the  acreage  of  the 
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State  forest  lands:    The  values  of  exports  of  timber,  lumber,  and 
firewood  for  the  years  1912-1914,  inclusive,  were : 


Classes  of  wood. 


19U 


1913 


ItU 


Ksilwny  tlM , 

Telefraph  polos 

Tca-oox  boards. 

Ustcb  splints 

Wood  snsTiii£s  (or  match  boxes 

Wood  shavings,  etc 

Other  lumber..  

Charcoal 

Bamboo 


$873,091 

1962,633 

39,065 

29,374 

684,  tfS 

£47,015 

112,381 

113,953 

89,738 

88,060 

26,998 

43,440 

2,023,742 

3,217,200 

149, 409 

163,107 

214,197 

296,388 

$1,208,124 

23,708 

711,483 

138, 2« 

103,203 

43.399 

3,0t'9,489 

121,714 

242,420 


Extensive  efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  the  acreage  of  forest 
lands  by  planting  surfaces  now  cleared  off  with  young  trees  of  quick 
growth.  It  has  been  urged  that  it  is  necessary  to  replant  all  sur- 
faces as  soon  as  they  are  cleared  for  commercial  purposes  in  order 
to  lessen  the  great  loss  annually  caused  b^  floods  in  tne  mountains. 
In  order  to  accomplish  this,  better  supervision  of  these  afforestation 
measures  by  the  Government  is  asked  for,  and  greater  subsidies  will 
have  to  be  granted  by  the  prefectural  and  central  government  au- 
thorities. With  the  increase  in  railway  communications  throughout 
the  Empire  it  may  be  expected,  however,  that  a  great  decrease  in  the 
forest  area  will  become  apparent,  due  to  greater  facility  of  trans- 

{)ortation  to  the  central  markets  and  consequent  higher  profits  of 
umbering.    The  result  of  this  will  be  that  the  need  of  efficient  refor- 
estation measures  will  be  more  urgent. 

[An  article  on  "  Lumber  Trade  and  Afforestation  in  China  "  was  pnblislied  in 
CoMMEBCE  Bepobts  for  July  19, 1915.] 


DIFFICITLTIES  IS  DEALIHO  WITH  AHESICAN  FIBMS. 

Consul  Samuel  H.  Shank  reports  that  various  practical  difficulties 
confront  the  Palermo,  Italy,  consulate  in  its  efforts  to  extend  Ameri- 
can trade,  even  after  the  interest  of  local  dealers  has  been  aroused. 
TTie  lack  of  direct  steamship  service  from  America  to  that  port  is 
frequently,  in  itself,  an  insurmountable  obstacle.  The  cost  of  trans- 
shipment at  Genoa  and  Xaples  is  often  equal  to  the  total  cost  from 
New  York  to  Naples. 

In  connection  with  certain  orders  for  leather  and  shoe  findings, 
given  by  an  Italian  firm  to  a  number  of  American  concerns,  the 
former  states,  in  a  letter  to  Consul  Shank,  that  it  has  been  able  to  do 
very  little  business  with  the  American  houses.  The  letter  continues: 
"The  difficult  terms  imposed  by  the  American  firms  would  alone 
be  sufficient  to  stop  every  initiative.  The  high  rate  of  exchange  and 
cost  of  freight  and  insurance  make  the  prices  of  goods  here  almost 
double  that  of  s< me  months  ago — prices  that  can  not  be  accepted 
save  by  those  few  who  had  already  assumed  contracts.  It  is  also 
to  be  deplored  that  there  is  a  great  delay  in  the  arrival  of  merchandise 
from  America.  It  takes  from  60  to  70  days  from  the  time  the 
order  is  transmitted,  whereas  45  days  at  the  most  should  be  sufficient." 


Knives  for  cutting  sugar  cane  are  in  great  demand  in  Cuba. 
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FOREIGN  TABIFFS. 

AV8TBAXIA. 
[Commonwealtli  of  Australia  Gazette.  June  10,  1015.] 
FroUUtion  on  Certain  Essences. 

A  proclamation  of  June  9,  1915,  prohibits  the  importation  into 
Australia  of  essences  of  whisky,  rum,  brandy,  and  cognac,  and  of  oil 
of  cognac. 

[Commonwealth  ot  Australia  Gazette,  June  26,  1015.] 
Proliibition  on  Citrus  Flants. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  introduction  into  Australia  of  citrus  or 
Japanese  canker  and  other  diseases  of  citrus  plants,  a  proclamation 
was  issued  on  June  21,  1915,  prohibiting  the  importation  into  Aus- 
tralia of  citrus  plants  (except  citrus  fruits)  from  any  part  of  the 
world.  The  term  "  citrus  "  is  to  include  all  plants  belonging  to  the 
subfamily  or  tribe  Citrata;. 

CAITADA. 

[Cnstoms  Memorandum  No.  10376,  Aug.  14,  1015.] 
Quarantine  Order  against  Kinnesota. 

The  following  ministerial  order  was  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  on  August  13,  1915 : 

Under  the  provisions  of  "  The  Animal  Contagious  Diseases  Act,"  for  a  period 
of  three  months  from  this  date,  the  importation  or  introduction  into  Canada 
of  animals,  or  of  the  flesh,  hides,  wool,  hoofs,  horns,  or  other  parts  of  animals, 
or  of  hay,  straw,  fodder,  or  manure  from  the  State  of  Minnesota,  United  States 
of  America,  Is  hereby  prohibited,  with  the  special  reservation  provided  under 
the  order  of  May  9,  1915.  [For  the  provisions  of  the  order  of  May  0,  1915,  see 
CoMMEBCE  Kefobts  of  Juue  7,  1915.] 

ITALY. 

[Board  ot  Trade  Journal,  July  8,  1015.] 
Temporary  Tree  Importation  of  Orain  and  Flour. 

An  Italian  decree  of  June  20,  1915,  extends  until  December  31, 
1915,  the  period  for  the  free  importation  of  grain  and  flour,  in  effect 
since  February  1, 1915. 

NETHEEIANBS. 
[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  July  22,  1015.]  j 

Free  Importation  of  Certain  Fresh  Fruits  and  of  Antiques. 

According  to  a  law  of  the  Netherlands,  dated  June  19, 1915,  iresh 
oranges,  mandarins,  lemons,  and  bananas  are  to  be  admitted  free  of 
duty.  These  articles  were  formerly  considered  as  included  imder  the 
heading  "  Fresh  or  dried  fruit  not  specially  mentioned,"  for  which 
the  rate  of  duty  is  5  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The  same  law  also  pro- 
vides that  antiques,  defined  as  objects  or  parts  of  objects  which  are 
proved  to  be  more  than  70  years  old,  are  exempt  from  duty  upon  im- 

Sortation  through  certain  customhouses  to  be  designated  by  a  later 
ecree. 

BUSSIA. 
[Vyestnlk  Finansov,  June  6  (July  18),  1015.] 
Exemptton  from  Surtax. 

A  customs  circular  of  June  26  (July  9),  1915,  provides  that  the 
surtax  of  20  per  cent  of  the  duty  applicable  to  imports  over  the  western 
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land  frontier  is  not  to  apply  to  imports  from  Sweden  to  Finnish 
ports  by  sea,  even  when  brou^t  to  their  ultimate  destination  in 
Kussia  over  the  land  frontier.  JFor  note  on  application  of  the  surtax 
to  imports  from  Sweden,  see  Commebce  Befobts,  July  27,  1915.] 

[Vyeatnlk  FlnansoT,  July  12  (26),  191S.] 

Surtax  on  FarceI-?ost  Shipments. 

In  accordance  with  a  customs  circular  of  July  2  (15),  1915,  th& 
20  per  cent  surtax  applicable  to  imports  over  the  western  land  frontier 
is  now  to  be  applied  to  all  parcel-post  shipments,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  all  such  shipments  now  reach  Eussia  by  way  of  Sweden. 

Changed  Classification  of  Knit  Olovet. 

A  customs  circular  of  July  8  (21),  1915,  calls  attention  to  a  recent 
ruling  by  which  knit  gloves  with  embroidered  pointings  are  trans- 
ferred from  tariff  No.  205,  which  covers  knit  goods,  to  No.  208,  which 
deals  with  embroideries.  The  change  in  classification,  by  which  the 
rates  of  duty  are  more  than  doubled,  is  due  to  the  suspension  of  the 
commercial  treaty  with  Germany,  which  provided  for  tlie  classifica- 
tion of  knit  gloves,  even  with  pointing  of  silk,  imder  tariffs  No.  205, 
without  any  surtax.  The  new  classification  affects  imports  from  all 
countries. 


EIECTBOLYSIS  MITiaATION  IN  ELTBIA,  OHIO. 

Changes  in  the  feeding  distances  of  the  power  house  are  recom- 
mended in  the  preliminary  report  on  electrolysis  mitigation  in 
Elyria,  Ohio,  made  by  Burton,  McCoUum,  and  K,  H.  Logan,  in  the 
form  of  a  paper  which  has  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards, 
Department  of  Commerce. 

From  data  furnished  by  the  city  and  the  Cleveland  Southwestern 
and  Columbus  Railway  Co.  the  feeding  distances  of  the  Elyria  power 
house  are  found  to  be  too  long  and  the  potential  gradients  too  lugh. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  gradients  be  reduced  to  0.3  volt  per  1,000- 
feet  average  for  24  hours  by  the  addition  of  a  substation,  the  inter- 
connection of  the  tracks  of  the  two  electric  railways,  and  the  installa- 
tion of  an  insulated  return-feeder  system. 

The  saving  in  power  due  to  the  reduced  feeding  distance  is  shown 
to  be  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  annual  charges  on  the  additional 
investment  of  $34,373.  The  plan  provides  for  800  kilowatts  addi- 
tional substation  capacity,  improved  operating  conditions,  and  sub- 
stantial elimination  of  electrolysis. 

Copies  of  this  report  may  be  obtained  by  application  to  the  Bui-eau 
of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Spanish  sales  of  manufactured  articles  to  foreign  countries  dur- 
ing the  first  four  months  of  this  year  reached  a  total  nearly  three 
times  that  for  the  corresponding  months  of  the  preceding  two  years. 
The  value  of  the  manufactured  goods  exported  m  this  year's  period 
was  225,375,000  pesetas  (peseta=19.3  cents),  while  the  value  repre- 
sented in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  was  78,094,000  pesetas,  and 
in  1913,  81,165,000  pesetas. 
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TTITITED  STATES  LEADS  WOBLO  IH  EZPOSTS. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  the  United  States  leads  the  world 
as  an  exporter.  Occasionally  it  has  surpassed  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  exportation  of  domestic  products,  but  it  was  only  in  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1915,  that  the  total  American  exports,  domestic 
and  foreign,  exceeded  those  of  the  United  Kingdom.  . 

The  total  exports  in  the  fiscal  year  1915  aggregated  $2,768,600,000, 
as  against  $2,170,100,000  for  the  United  Kingdom,  the  figures  rep- 
resenting in  the  case  of  the  United  States  an  increase  of  17  per  cent 
and  in  the  case  of  the  United  Kingdom  a  decrease  of  30  per  cent 
when  compared  with  last  year. 

American  exports  in  the  fiscal  year  1915  included  domestic  prod- 
ucts to  the  value  of  $2,716,200,000,  against  $2,329,700,000  in  1914; 
and  foreign  products,  $52,400,000,  against  $34,900,000  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  British  exports  in  the  same  periods  included  British 
and  Irish  produce,  $1,744,100,000  in  1915,  against  $2,557,200,000  in 
1914;  and  foreign  and  colonial  produce,  $426,000,000  in  1915,  com- 
pared with  $526,500,000  in  1914. 

The  following  table,  from  official  reports  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  reviews  the  growth  of  exports 
from  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  at  20-year  intervals 
during  the  past  century : 


Years. 

American  ex- 
parte. 

British  exports.a 

Years. 

American  ex- 
ports. 

Britisb  exports. 

1815 

t50,000,000 
115.000,000 
218,900,000 

f28.'i,300,000  I 
443,600,000  1 
667,900,000 

1875 

$513,400,000 

S07,5»,000 

2,768,000,000 

$1,370,500,000 
1,391,000,000 
2,170,100,000 

1835 

1895 

1855 

1915 

<■  Years  ended  Dec.  31,  except  191,5,  vhlch  relates  to  the  year  ended  Jtme  30. 

The  great  industrial  development  of  the  United  States  during  the 
century  is  illustrated  by  the  increase  in  exports  of  manufactures. 
In  1821,  the  earliest  year  for  which  figures  are  available,  exports  of 
manufactures  were  valued  at  $8,000,000;  in  1915  they  aggregated 
$1,166,000,000,  exclusive  of  foodstuffs. 

OLIVE  CHOP  IN  ANDALUSIA. 

[Consul  WllbUL-  T.  Grarey,  Seville,  Spain,  Aug.  1.] 

The  olive-oil  market  in  July  was  depressed.  Exports  were  limited 
to  old  contracts.  Prices  were  very  unsatisfactory  to  the  producters, 
who,  because  of  the  market  inactivity,  had  to  meet  the  offers  of 
buyers.  Direct  shipping  facilities  to  the  United  States,  the  only  for- 
eign country  which  affords  a  favorable  market  at  present,  have  bwn 
meager,  and  for  this  reason  shipments  of  green  sulphur  oil,  which 
has  recently  shown  marked  activity,  have  been  small. 

The  general  prospects  for  the  new  crop  continue  bright,  although 
now  and  then  a  pessimistic  note  is  heard.  Local  storms  have  done 
dight  damage  to  the  trees  in  a  few  localities,  but  the  general  opinion 
is  unchanged  that  the  yield  will  be  abundant. 

French  imports  of  sugar  totaled  117,952  metric  tons  in  the  first 
four  months  of  1915,  as  against  36,098  tons  in  the  corresponding 
period  last  year  and  24,549  tons  in  January-April,  1913. 
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SABIO  TnrCEBTAINTY  DT  HEZIGAH  WATESS  BEHOVED. 

Heports  of  delays  in  the  commercial  radio  service  from  San  Diego, 
Oal.,  to  Mexican  waters  have  resulted  in  the  issuing  of  new  instruc- 
tions from  the  Pacific  coast  superintendent  of  radio,  with  the  object 
of  removing  the  uncertainty  that  has  existed  regarding  the  delivery 
of  messages  to  their  ultimate  destinations.  These  instructions  require 
that  should  the  traffic  to  Mexican  waters  be  subject  to  delay,  the 
office  of  origin  should  be  so  advised  in  time  to  permit  messages  to  be 
sent  by  another  route. 

The  superintendent  at  San  Francisco,  in  issuing  these  orders,  says 
that  the  difficulties  attending  commercial  traffic  between  San  Diego 
and  vessels  in  Mexican  waters  and  to  Mexican  ports  via  vessels  at 
anchor  in  them  are  fully  appreciated.  He  says  it  has  been  noted  that 
■when  the  Colorado  or  a  ship  equipped  with  high-powered  apparatus 
is  in  Mexico  but  little  delay,  if  any,  is  encountered  in  the  transmis- 
sion of  commercial  messages  between  these  points,  but  when  messages 
have  to  be  sent  from  San  Diego  to  vessels  with  small  power  sets,  such 
as  the  Denver  or  Raleigh,  it  is  realized  that  there  is  liable  to  be  con- 
siderably delay. 

As  all  the  complaints  received  have  been  in  effect  that  delay  in 
transmission  has  practically  made  the  message  of  no  value  to  the 
sender,  the  instructions  recently  given  are  not  only  that  delayed 
service  in  Mexican  waters  should  be  reported,  but  also  that  a  service 
message  should  be  sent  to  the  office  of  origin  within  24  hours  after 
the  receipt  of  a  commercial  message  for  Mexican  waters  if  it  has 
not  been  delivered.  Such  a  message  is  to  include  the  statement: 
"  Will  hold  eight  days  unless  otherwise  instructed."  This  will  per- 
mit the  sender  to  cancel  the  message  if  he  desires.  At  the  end  of^the 
eight  days,  if  the  message  is  still  imdelivered,  another  service  mes- 
sage is  to  be  sent  to  the  office  of  origin. 

It  will  continue  to  be  the  practice  of  the  radio  station  to  keep  the 
local  offices  of  the  Western  Union  and  Postal  Telegraph  Companies 
in  San  Diego  informed  as  to  the  status  of  commercial  radio  com- 
munication to  Mexican  waters.  The  Pacific  coast  superintendent  of 
radio  is  in  communication  with  officials  of  the  telegraph  companies, 
with  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  with  companies 
in  San  Francisco  which  are  using  the  service,  and  has  requested  them 
to  inform  him  immediately  of  any  complaints  in  regard  to  the  traffic, 
so  that  steps  may  be  taken  promptly  to  avoid  future  delays. 

A  report  covering  these  matters  has  been  forwarded  to  Lieut. 
Commander  S.  W.  Bryant,  U.  S.  N.,  acting  superintendent  of  Naval 
Badio  Service,  at  Eadio,  Va. 

TOOL  CHESTS  DESIGNED  FOB  LIGHT  STATIONS. 

A  new  type  of  tool  chest  for  use  at  light  stations,  containing  all 
tools  that  are  required  by  keepers  in  ordinary  repair  work  at  sta- 
tions, has  been  designed  and  equipped  in  the  third  United  States 
lighthouse  district.  The  cost  of  this  chest,  complete  with  tools,  will 
be  about  $30. 

The  Bureau  of  Lighthouses  states  that  it  is  also  proposed  by  the 
third  inspector  to  d^gn  a  similar  chest,  to  be  fitted  with  pipe  and 
machine  tools,  for  use  at  oil-engine  stations,  and  to  be  fomisued  tQ 
such  stations  in  addition  to  the  carpenter  chest. 
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cemeut  db  AnrrnE  ih  aleau  sons  tested. 

An  investigation  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Depart- 
ment of  Conunerce,  covering  a  year's  period,  into  the  durability  of 
certain  cement  mixtures  in  the  manufacture  of  draintile  to  be  used  in 
alkali  soils,  has  resulted  in  conclusions  which  are  announced. 

The  bureau  states  that  draintile  made  from  cement  mixtures  leaner 
than  one  part  cement  to  three  parts  of  aggregate  should  not  be  used 
in  localities  where  the  character  of  the  alkali  and  concentration  are 
similar  to  that  found  at  the  site  of  the  experimental  drains  that  it 
has  maintained  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  Montrose,  Colo.,  and  Gar- 
land, Wyo.  It  expresses  the  opinion  that  subsequent  results  may 
show  that  no  leaner  mixture  should  be  used  in  any  district  where  ap- 
preciable alkali  is  found.  It  has  found,  however,  that  draintile  manu- 
factured of  one  part  cement  to  four  parts  of  aggregate,  the  leanest 
mixture  used,  has  apparently  been  unaffected  structurally  by  exposure 
for  one  year  in  an  operating  drain  in  localities  where  the  character 
of  the  alkali  and  the  concentration  are  similar  to  those  found  at  Fort 
Shaw,  Mont. ;  Sunnyside,  Wash. ;  Yuma,  Ariz. ;  and  Roswell,  N.  Mex. 

These  conclusions  are  valuable  because  of  the  expenditure  of  sev- 
eral millions  of  dollars  annually  in  the  drainage  of  irrigated  lands 
in  the  West,  and  irrigation  engineers,  drainage  engineers,  and  farm- 
ers may  learn  the  results  in  detail  from  Technologic  Paper  No.  44, 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  on  this  subject.  The  work  is 
being  done  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Reclamation  Serv- 
ice, the  Drainage  Division  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the 
Association  of  American  Portland  Cement  Manufacturers.  The 
Bureau  of  Standards  would  be  pleased  to  receive  information  con- 
cerning the  behavior  of  concrete  exposed  to  strongly  alkaline  soil 
which  may  come  to  the  attention  of  engineers  or  others  interested  in 
the  use  of  concrete  imder  these  conditions.  Copies  of  the  paper  may 
be  had  by  addressing  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Course  Followed  In  Work  of  Investlgratlon. 

The  work  of  investigation  comprises  the  manufacture  of  9,000 
draintiles  of  16  different  varieties,  their  shipment  to  projects  in 
Colorado,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Utah,  Washington,  Arizona,  and 
New  Mexico,  and  to  fresh-water  projects  in  Minnesota  and  Missouri, 
and  their  installation  in  operating  drains  in  districts  where  the  alkali 
is  greatly  concentrated  and  in  most  cases  where  concrete  failures 
were  reported  to  have  occurred.  The  extension  of  this  work  involves 
the  placing  of  concrete  blocks  in  most  of  these  districts,  as  well  as  in 
others  located  in  South  Dakota  and  Nevada. 

Several  tiles  of  each  type  are  removed  from  the  drain  each  year 
and  tested  at  the  site  in  a  portable  tile-testing  machine.  Conclusive 
results  probably  will  not  be  available  for  several  years,  but  the  details 
of  this  investigation  and  the  results  of  the  first  year's  tests  are  pub- 
lished at  this  time  because  of  their  economic  value  in  demonstrating 
to  those  who  are  now  using  or  considering  using  cement  drain  tile 
that  special  care  should  be  observed  to  employ  only  the  best  materials 
and  good  workmanship,  in  its  fabrica.tion,  and  if  these  precautions  are 
not  observed  failure  will  result  if  the  drain  is  located  in  some  of  the 
more  concentrated  alkali  soils  similar  to  those  foimd  at  Grand  Jtmc^ 
lion,  Colo.,  and  Garland,  Wyo.  .' 
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OFFICIAL  NUKBEBS  FOB  HEBCHABT  VESSELS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letters 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
xnent  of  Commerce,  during  the  week  ended  Augxist  21,  1915: 


Name. 


Offldal 
Dum- 
ber. 


Signal 
letiera. 


Tannagt. 


Qnos.      Net, 


Yenr 
built. 


Wbere  built. 


Home  port. 


auL. 

Elchooner: 

QeorgBB.  Smith., 
Sloop: 

Omaha , 


POWEB. 

Gai  screw  yadit: 

Myrtle 

Pengain  

Oflsstemirheel: 

David 

Tom 

Welter  W.Schaefer. 
Gas  screw; 

CarlF 

nimo 

Irenel ;. 

J.Q.Adams 

Louisette 

Mirth 

Nina  Palmer 

OloottJunlor 

OUvla 

Pilot  No.  1 

Primrose 

Baby 

Show  Me 

Speculator 

Steam  stern  wheel: 

Delrie 

Steam  screw: 

Bethlehem 


Commnnipaw 

Daniel  W.  Blgoney. 


Iowa 

Mokllteo.... 
Sam  Waller. 


CNSiaOKD. 


Wverpool.. 
Dredge: 

Ferdinand. 

Soow: 

A. 42 

Bose  No.  9 . 


213674 
313S77 


213579 
213S61 

2I3S57 
213578 
213582 

213SS3 
213558 
213559 
213584 
213567 
213575 
213568 
213570 
213560 
213564 
213569 
213562 
213563 
213581 

213573 

213965 

II213407 
213580 

213566 
213571 
213Sn) 


166099 
166100 


166102 
166101 


LFNQ 


LFES 


LFNP 


677 
7 


23 
9 
19 
13 
11 
11 
12 
6 
22 
U 
11 
12 
9 
13 

189 

167 

3,710 
107 

99 

1,103 
99 


6 

460 


161 
15 


496 

7 


13 
8 

6 
U 
88 

16 
7 

16 
6 
8 
9 
9 
6 

12 

10 
8 
8 
7 
9 

177 

114 

2,362 
73 

63 
827 
67 


6 

460 


161 
15 


1916 
1915 


1915 

1915 

1915 
1915 
1916 

1915 
1914 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1911 
1911 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1915 
1913 
1916 

1916 

1916 


1916 

1915 
1916 
1916 


1913 
1916 


1911 
1916 


PhlppsbuicUe. 
Mayaguex,  P.  B., 


ElfcabethClty.N.C. 
Camden,  Me 

Farkersburg,  W.  Va. 

Nashville,  Tenn 

Washington,  Mo 

Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss. 
East  St.  Louis,  111.. 

Chicago,  lU 

Eclipse,  Va 

Eiton,  La 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

MBtbews,  Va 

Sprlngfleld,  Mass  . . . 

Eocltport,  If  ass 

Astoria,  Oreg 

Toledo,  Oreg 

Juneau,  Alaska 

Alton,  lU 

Seattle,  Wash 

Wenatchee,  Wash. . . 

Port      Blchmond, 

N.  Y. 
Stettin,   Germany.. 
Port       Blchmond, 

N.  Y. 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Bavmond,  Wash . . . . 
Baltimore,  Md 

Havana,  HI 

ScbeUngers  Land- 
tag, N.  J. 

Baltimore,  Md 

Eagle  Harbor,  Wash. 


Boeton. 
Ban  Juan. 


Elizabeth  aty. 
Bridgeport. 

Pittsburgh. 
Nashville. 
St.  Ixiuis. 

Ouirport. 
St.  Louis. 
Chicago. 
Noi^k. 
Morgan  dty. 
St.  Loab. 
Newport  News. 
Boston. 
New  Bedford. 
Astoria. 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Joneao. 
St.  Louis. 
Seattle. 

Do. 

New  York. 

,Da 
Do. 

Dulutb. 

Ban  Frsnetaob 

Baltimore. 


Peoria. 
Philadelphia. 


Baltimore. 
Seattle. 


«  Foreign-built  vessel  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  Aug.  18, 1914. 

The  total  number  of  foreign-built  vessels  admitted  to  American 
registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  to  August  21,  1915,  was 
159,  of  559,763  gross  tons.  The  total  admitted  since  June  30,  1915, 
was  11  vessels,  of  36,402  gross  tons. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Tork,  Koom  409  TTnited  States  Customhonse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
CMcaffo,  S04  Federal  Building:;  St  Louis,  402  Third  national  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  lOSO  Hibernla  Bank  Building;  San 
Tranelsco,  SOfi  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building,  Cooper- 
ative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Coauneroe;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOBEIGN  TBADE  OPPOBTUJITIES. 

Qescrred  addresses  mar  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  aad  its  brmaek  oflleea.  Roqnest 
tor  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  tbe  flle  nnaaber  given.  : 

Quinine,  No.  18125. — The  Ministry  of  Finance  of  the  Hellenic  Govemment  has 
published  a  call  for  bids  for  supplying  the  State  with  a  quantity  of  quinine 
and  allied  products,  the  details  of  which  are  set  forth  In  the  Royal  Gazette 
for  July  13/28,  1915,  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  brancli 
offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  64727.)  Bids  must  be  presented  not  later  than 
September  14,  1915.  A  local  agent  may  be  named  to  submit  offers  If  de- 
sired and  a  bond  of  |400  gold  must  be  deposited  to  guarantee  fulfillment  of 
the  contract.  An  American  consular  officer  has  transmitted  the  names  and 
addresses  of  a  number  of  firms  which  are  in  a  position  to  act  as  agent. 

Writing  paper,  pens,  etc..  No.  18126. — ^An  American  consular  officer,  who  is  now 
in  the  United  States,  reports  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  In 
Serbia  who  is  in  the  market  for  writing  paper  of  all  kinds,  pens,  pencils, 
underwear,  caps,  etc.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Chemicals  and  drugs,  No.  18127.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  the  Bureau 
that  its  branch  office  in  Spain  desires  cable  quotations  on  lactic  acid,  formic 
acid,  oxalic  acid,  formol,  naphthalene,  sodium  sulphide,  tinctorial  and  tau- 
nlng  extracts.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Correspond- 
ence and  samples  may  be  forwarded  to  tbe  office  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  stated  that  suitable  arrangements  for  payment  will  be  made. 

Tires,  air  hose,  etc.,  No.  18128. — ^A  dealer  In  rubber  goods  In  ^forway  informs 
the  Bureau  that  he  is  anxious  to  form  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  of  pneumatic  tires  for  automobiles  and  bicycles  and  solid 
tires  for  motor  trucks ;  also  air  hose  for  pneumatic  tools.  The  man  desires 
to  act  on  an  agency  basis.    Bank  references  given. 

Shoe  polish,  buttons,  etc.,  No.  18129. — ^An  American  consular  officer,  who  is  now 
in  the  United  States,  reports  that  a  business  man  In  Serbia  desires  to  form 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  shoe 
polish,  horn  and  metal  buttons,  needles,  thread,  straps,  drinking  cups, 
spoons,  knives,  and  forks.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  German. 

Cotton  goods,  paper,  drugs,  etc.,  No.  18130. — ^The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  firm  in  the  United  States  stating  that  a  business  man  in  Peru 
desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  and 
export^fs  of  cotton  gooSs,  dress  goods,  paper,  and  supplies  for  drug  stores. 
The  man  is  especially  Interested  in  hosiery  and  underwear. 

Chiffons,  laces,  etc..  No.  18131. — ^A  firm  in  Canada  writes  the  Department  of 
Commerce  that  It  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  and  exiwrters  of  veils,  chiffons,  laces,  etc. 

Agricultural  implements,  etc..  No.  18132. — An  American  consular  officer  who  is 
now  in  the  United  States  reports  the  name  and  address  of  a  merchant  in 
Serbia  who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  agricultural  implements,  cash  registers,  typewriters,  hardware,  bulUling 
material,  machines  for  cutting  ham  and  bacon,  lavatory  and  toilet  suppliec, 
rope,  twine,  etc. 

Raw  wool,  nuts,  etc..  No.  18133. — The  Department  of  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  a  business  man  in  Greece  who  desires  to  establish  commercial 
relations  with  American  Importers  of  raw  wool,  almonds,  etc. 

Turkeys,  No.  18134. — One  of  the  commercial  attaches  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  writes  that  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  firm  in 
Australia  which  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
exporters  who  are  in  a  position  to  supply  turkeys  for  that  market 

Extract  of  quehracho.  No.  18135. — An  American  consular  officer,  who  is  now  In 
the  United  States,  reports  that  a  business  man  in  Greece  desires  to  receive 
cable  quotations  on  250  to  300  barrels  of  extract  of  quebracho  to  contain  65 
per  cent  tannin.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  port  of  delivery.  Tbe 
man  is  also  interested  in  flour,  mineral  oils,  etc.  It  is  stated  that  confirmed 
credit  will  be  established  in  New  York  City. 

WASHINOTON  :  aOTaDNUBKT  FBIXTIKO  OtVtCB  :  MU 
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PEBTJVIAN  BEVEinJES  BELOW  BTJIXiET  ESTIMATE. 

[Consul  General  William  W.  Handley,  Callao-Lima,  Peru,  July  31.] 

The  customs  and  fiscal  revenues  of  the  Peruvian  Government  dur- 
ing the  first  six  months  of  1915  showed  the  effects  of  the  European 
war.  The  revenues  as  set  forth  in  the  budget  were  estimated  at 
$6,928,135,  but  the  actual  receipts  amounted  to  only  $5,761,498,  show- 
ing a  decrease  in  the  total  revenues  of  the  nation  for  the  six  months 
ended  June  30,  1915,  of  $1,166,637.  The  amoimts  for  the  various 
sources  of  revenue  were : 


Sources. 

Budget 
estimates. 

Actual 
receipts. 

Sources. 

Budget 
estimates. 

Actual 
receipts. 

Customs  revenues  maritime. 

11,746,782 

97,330 

1,103,749 

173,328 

65,201 

644,373 

1,268,691 

34,835 

47,449 

223,441 

tl,  553, 470 
150,107 
602,711 
177,770 
78,736 
639,830 
995,997 
35,950 
47,177 
186,125 

Telegraph 

$72,998 
218,992 
164,234 

$79,300 
196,607 
15,593 

Custoxns  revenues,  river 

Alcohol  tax 

Ouano 

Polios  fln^                       . 

Sugar 

131,475 
14, 8« 

85};^ 

Matches 

Provincial  taxes 

Doolcs 

Salt  monopoly 

Tobacco  monop^y 

Vftrieos  taxes 

Totd 

Alcobol,  denatured 

6,928;  135 

5,761,498 

The  estimated  revenues  of  the  Government  for  1914,  as  set  forth 
in  the  annual  budget,  were  calculated  at  $16,124,645.  Of  this  amount, 
$7,972,783  was  collected  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  and 
$6,244,690  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  In  other  words,  the  actual 
receipts  of  the  Government  during  1914  were  $1,907,172  less  than  the 
official  estimates. 

[A  report  on  the  Peruvian  customs  and  fiscal  revenues  for  1914  was  published 
In  Commerce  Reports  for  June  4,  1015,  and  on  tlie  customs  revenues  for  the 
first  Six  months  of  1915  In  the  issue  of  Aug.  2,  1915.] 


DECBEASED  BECEIPTS  OF  HUN6ABIAN  BAUWATS. 

[Consul  General  William' Coffln,  Budapest,  Hungary,  July  31.] 

The  Hungarian  State  Railways  have  a  total  length  of  5,505.5 
miles.  According  to  the  latest  official  statistics  the  receipts  during 
the  month  of  April  amounted  to  $5,961,068,  in  contrast  with 
$6,593,088  during  the  corresponding  month  of  1914,  or  a  decrease  of 
$73.50  per  kilometei*  (0.62  mile). 

The  total  receipts  from  July  1,  1914,  to  April  30,  1915,  were 
$60j774,001,  as  compared  with  $69,369,838  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  previous  year. 
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CANADA'S  BtniAL  UAH  SERVICE  OBOWINO  BAPIBIT. 

[Consnl  Felix  3.  8.  JohnEon,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Aug.  18.] 

Kural  mail  routes  have  been  established  in  the  Province  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  and  all  of  old  Ontario,  while  in  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  New  Brunswick  a  great  advance  has  been  made  in  bring:ing 
prompt  mail  delivery  to  the  farm.  On  the  prairie  and  in  British 
Columbia  this  necessary  service  has  also  been  widely  extended.  (Old 
Ontario  is  that  portion  of  the  Province  which  constituted  its  total 
area  previous  to  1912,  when  a  part  of  the  Northwest  Territory  was 
annexed.  The  former  area  was  260,862  square  miles,  the  present  area 
407,262  square  miles.) 

Snnilwr  of  Koral  Xall  Xontet  and  Boxholders. 

In  1911  only  16,015  families  were  served  with  rural  mail  delivery. 
Last  March  the  number  was  127,407,  an  increase  of  800  per  cent. 
The  present  numbers  of  rural  mail  routes  and  boxholders  in  Canada 
are : 


Rontea. 

Boxboldeta. 

Provineea. 

Bootes. 

Boxbcddera. 

Trince  Edward  bland; 
Sept.,  1909  

33 
« 
157 

6 
19 
101 

14 

50 
204 

8 
27 
42B 

158 

389 

1,806 

400 

«33 

7,061 

30 

24/ 

2,9S7 

156 

870 

5,088 

14 

360 

15,035 

2.171 

n|2io 

Manitoba: 
Sept.,  1909 

28 
29 
70 

11 
13 
38 

15 
23 

69 

11 
16 
63 

143 

Sept.,  1911 

Sept.,  1911 

363 

Mar..  1915 

Mar.,  1915 

1,IS» 
87 

NoYa  Scotia: 
Sept., 1909 , 

Saskatchewan: 
Sept.,  1900 

Sept., 1911 

Sept.,  1911 

181 

Mar., 1915        

Mar.,  1915 

787 

New  Brunswick: 
Sept., 1909       

Alberu: 
Bq>t.,1909 

154 

Sept.  1911  

Sept.,  1911 

363 

Mar.,  1915 

Mar..  1915 

921 

Quebec: 
Sept., 1909 :.. 

Brltisli  Columbia: 
Sept.,  1909 

ua 

Sept., 1911 

Mar., 1915 

Sept.,  1911 

323 

Mar.,  1915 

3,21« 

Ontario: 
Sept.,  1908 

Sept.,  1911... „ 

Mar.,  1915. ..n .:.:. 

The  increase  by  Provinces  from  September,  1911,  to  March,  1915, 
is  indicated  by  the  respective  figures  in  those  months  for  routes  and 
box  holders,  which  are: 


ROUtM. 

Boxholdtcx. 

Provinow. 

^.TA- 

Mar., 
1915 

%• 

Mar., 
1915 

Prince  Edward  Island .....•............•••-.•.■....>......■... 

17 

13 

36 

U 

231 

1 

1 

8 

6 

118 
93 

154 
389 
1,418 
41 
28 
38 
38 

521 
311 
614 
255 
10,407 
130 
94 
209 
220 

6,139 
2, 719 
4,218 
14,7116 
79,633 
889 

New  Brunswick ..,.......,,.........■...■•.•...■..■. 

Manitoba , 

Saskatchewan , ,.,., 

586 

Alberta 

558 

British  Columbia 

1,894 

From  these  figures  it  is  seen  that  the  increase  has  been  very  large 
in  each  of  the  individual  Provinces,  and  that  no  portion  of  Canada 
has  been  neglected  in  this  extension  of  service. 

Two-cent  postage  on  letters  to  England  has  been  indorsed  by  the 
Postal  and  Telegraphic  Commission  of  the  French  Chamber. 
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lAFAHESE  TBAIE-EZPANSION  PSOPAGAHSA  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kcena,  Valparaiso,  Jaly  27;  Bapplementing  coble  dispatch  from 
Commercial  Attach^  Havens  In  Couhescb  {tEPOBTs  tor  Aug.  13,  1016.] 

In  the  month  of  September  of  this  year  there  will  be  opened  to  the 
public  in  Santiago,  Chile,  an  exposition  of  Japanese-made  goods. 
The  exposition  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha 
Steamship  Co.,  of  Yokohama,  Japan.  This  company  operates  a  line 
of  steamers  (14,000  tons  and  upward)  between  Japan  and  Chile. 

The  arrangement  of  the  exposition  will  be  personally  supervised 
by  Mr.  Moumoto,  director  general  of  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  Steam- 
ship Co.,  who  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Valparaiso  within  a  few  days. 

!m  an  interview  published  in  the  local  press  Mr.  Z.  Amari,  secre- 
tary of  the  Japanese  Legation  in  Chile,  and  who  is  now  in  Valparaiso 
to  meet  Mr.  Moumoto,  stated  that  Japan  was  actively  seeking  to 
extend  its  products  in  Chile,  and  owing  to  the  present  condition  of 
European  export  markets  considered  tiiat  the  present  was  a  most 
favorable  moment  to  bring  Japanese  merchandise  to  the  attention  of 
the  Chilean  buying  public 

Particular  attention  will  also  be  given  to  effecting  an  increased  ex- 
change of  products  between  Japan  and  Chile. 

In  1913  Japan  ranked  eighteenth  in  the  order  of  importance  of 
countries  supplying  the  Chilean  import  market.  Total  imports  froan 
Japan  for  that  year  amounted  to  $141,153  (United  States  currency), 
of  which  $69,095  represented  textile  manufactures,  $29,990  vegetable 
products,  $10,167  animal  products,  $7,908  mineral  products,  $3,989 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  $11,879  classified  as  various. 

Exports  from  Chile  to  Japan  in  1913  totaled  $1,333,481,  of  which 
$1,332,317  was  nitrate  of  soda  and  $1,104  animal  products. 

Japan  in  1913  ranked  tenth  in  order  of  importance  of  the  countries 
receiving  Chilean  exports. 

TTTNE  IMPOBTS  OF  COAL  AT  BIO  SE  JAKEIBO. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottscbalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  BrazU,  July  27.] 

Importations  of  coal  from  all  sources  into  Eio  de  Janeiro  during 
June,  1915,  with  names  of  vessels,  their  nationalities,  and  ports  of 
origin,  were: 


Vossel. 


Pembrokcsbtie 

Hannab 

Tredegar  Hall 

Oostljfc 

Helmsdale 

Eortenaer 

Albert  HaU 

Rebecca  Palmer 

Melbourn  P.  Smith  . 

Kenwood 

Crossby 

Wafama 

Mwlty. 

Kanawha 

Uassdljh 

Fairmoont 

CoraF.  Crassy 

Oakley  C.  Curtis .... 

Mary  F.  Barrett 

Dartmouth 

RIoPreto 

Malcolm  Baiter 


Total. 


NationaUty. 


Port  of  origin. 


British 

British  .... 

do 

Dutch 

British 

Dutch 

British.... 
American.. 

do 

do 

British 

Norwegian. 
Brazilian. . 
American. . 

Danish 

British 

American.. 

....do 

do 

British.... 
Brazilian.. 
American.. 


Newport 

Cardiff 

B.  dock 

Cardiff 

....do 

....do 

Norfolk 

....do 

Newport  News,  Va . 

Newcastle '. 

Norfolk 

Newport  News,  Va. . 

Norfolk!;;.;;."!!.;;! 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

Cardiff 

Philadelphia 

Norfolk 


Tons. 


2,eB8 
6,34t 

6,  on 

3,988 
1,077 
2,231 
e,630 
3,558 
953 
1,3« 
6,190 
7,058 
6,077 
2,760 
7,2» 
2,45S 
3,660 
3,257 
2,631 
4,007 
4,800 
2,415 

83,290 
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POSTAL  SEBYICE  BETWEEN  UBITED  STATES  AND  BKAZI£. 

(Consul  Oeneral  Alfred  L.  Moreaa  Oottschalk,  Kio  de  Janeiro,  BrasU,  Joly  10.] 

The  United  States,  as  compared  with  Europe,  is  at  a  disadTantage 
in  its  commercial  transactions  with  South  America.  Before  the  out- 
break of  the  European  war  the  following  steamship  companies  main- 
tained a  regular  service  between  New  York  and  Eio  de  Janeiro: 
Hamburg- American  Line  (German),  Prince  Line  (British),  United 
States  and  Brazil  Steamship  Line  (American),  Lamport  &  Holt 
Line  (Briti^),  and  Lloyd  Brasileiro  Line  (Brazilian). 

The  first-named  line  has,  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  discon- 
tinued its  service  entirely,  and  the  second  has  discontinued  its 
passenger  service,  so  that  only  the  last  two  lines  named,  one 
British  and  the  other  Brazilian,  carry  passengers  and  aim  to 
reach  their  final  destinations  without  the  long  delays  incidental  to 
freight-carrying  operations. 

The  Lamport  and  Holt  Line  (British),  which  before  the  war 
maintained  a  biweekly  passenger  service,  lost  one  of  its  vessels — the 
Van  Dyck — ^through  the  hazard  of  war  and  has  taken  off  at  least  one 
other  vessel.  It  also  varies  its  itineraries  and  announces  its  definite 
sailing  dates  on  comparatively  short  notice,  so  that  its  present  serv- 
ice, while  the  most  rapid  that  is  now  available,  is  very  irregular. 

The  Lloyd  Brasileiro  Line,  which  now  carries  considerable  mail 
since  its  recent  extension  of  passenger  service  with  the  United  States, 
usually  makes  a  slower  voyage  by  reason  of  its  numerous  coaistwise 
stops  to  load  and  discharge  freight  and  passengers. 
Statistict  of  Time  Coasnmed  In  Transit. 

The  statistics  that  follow  (prepared  by  Vice  Consul  Momsen)  are 
compiled  from  the  register  or  correspondence  at  this  consulate  gen- 
eral, and  show  during  the  period  from  January  1, 1914,  to  the  present 
the  dates  (during  certain  representative  months*)  on  which  mails 
have  been,  received  at  and  dispatched  from  this  office,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  time  required  for  letters  to  reach  this  port  from  the 
United  States.  This  has  been  done  by  asceitaining  the  time  elapsed 
between  the  original  date  of  each  letter  received  and  the  time  of  its 
receipt  at  this  office.  For  each  mail  received  here  note  was  taken  of 
the  time  consumed  in  transit  and  a  general  average  struck. 


Vnited 
States 
mail  re- 
ceived. 

United 
States 
mail  dis- 
patched. 

Average 
number  of 
days  Item 
dale  of  let- 
ter to  date 
of  receipt. 

Nmnber  of 
letters  on 
which  av- 
erage ia 
based. 

United 
State* 
maO  re- 
ceived. 

United 

states 

mall  dis- 

pMobed. 

Average 
number  of 
days  from 
date  of  let- 
ter to  date 
of  receipt 

Number  of 
letteraon 
which  av- 
erage Is 
based. 

1914. 
Jan.     « 
Jan.    13 

1914. 

28 
26 

13 
25 

1915. 
Fdi.'ii" 

1916. 
Feb.    2 

Feb.' "is" 
Feb.  23 

33 

64 

Jan.    14 

Jan.   2S 

2S 

49 

Jan.    38 

Feb.    35 

39 

41 

Uay     S 

30 

22 

Apr.    9 

May     6 

Apr.    13 

S3 

•1 

May  12 

28 

32 

Apr.  20 

May  19 

Apr.    SO 

37 

43 

Uay  25 

as 

SO 

Apr.  30 
June    1 
Jmie    8 

May  29 

Nov.    S 

a 

33 

Nov.  11 

June    14 

36 

ae 

Nov.  16 
Nov.  as 

34 

2B 

<3 
M 

Jane  10 

Jane    17 

31 

48 

Nov.  28 

Jane  22 

June    2S 

31 

36 



■  As  submitted  by  Consul  General  Gottschalk,  this  formed  a  complete  list  of  malls  re- 
ceived from  and  sent  to  the  United  States.  Bcqulrements  of  space  liare  necessitated 
omissions. 
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The  lowest  average  number  of  days  was  22  and  the  highest  37. 
A  low  average  is  usually  evident  in  cases  when  a  ship  departed  from 
New  York  a  few  days  after  another  which  had  carried  mail — ^thus 
carrying  only  correspondence  mailed  within  a  few  days  prior  to 
the  date  of  departure — while  the  high  average  may  be  attributable 
either  to  a  long  lapse  of  time  between  ships  or  to  long  stops  at  inter- 
mediate ports,  or  to  both  causes  combined. 

While  the  lew  isolated  and  exceptional  cases  that  follow  may  be 
attributable  to  delay  on  the  part  of  the  senders  actually  to  mail 
their  letters  or  to  the  possibility  of  these  having  been  miscarried  in 
the  foreign  mail,  they  are  of  interest  to  note : 


Nnmbw 
of  days 
from&te 
ofleUer 
to  date  of 
receipt. 

Nnmber 
of  letters. 

Number 
of  days 
from  date 
of  letter 
to  date  of 
receipt 

Number 
of  letters. 

107 

100 

65 

OS 

01 

00 

St 

1 

a 

1 
1 
1 
1 

IS 

67 

S6 

63 

62 

Sisadvantages  of  Present  Serrlee — American  Fast-Kali  line  ITeeded. 

The  only  remedy  that  can  be  suggested  to  alleviate  this  v«ry  slow, 
irregular,  and  unsatisfactory  mail  service  between  the  United  States 
and  Brazil,  which  places  our  merchants  at  a  disadvantage  as  com- 
pared with  our  European  competitors  (who  still,  in  spite  of  war 
conditions,  have  fast  passenger  ships  several  times  a  week,  making 
the  trip  to  Genoa  in  as  short  a  time  as  12  days) ,  would  be  tiie  estab- 
lishment of  an  American  fast-mail  line.  That  such  a  service  is  needed 
is  obvious.  It  would  be  welcomed  here  by  merchants  of '  ^U  classes 
trading  with  the  United  States,  and  besides  facilitating  the  carrying 
of  the  mails  it  would  insure  faster  deliveries  of  cargoes — delay  in 
this  latter  respect  causing  the  loss  of  large  orders  to  American  manu- 
facturers. Travel  for  pleasure  and  business  between  the  east  coast 
of  South  America  and  the  United  States  would  also  be  much  in- 
creased. At  present  there  exists  among  the  American  people  a  re- 
luctance to  visit  these  countries,  by  reason  of  the  slowness,  irregu- 
larity, and  discomfort  of  passenger  service. 


AUTOMOBILE  OWNEBS  IN  AZOBES. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Scbuiz,  St.  Michael's,  Aug.  7.] 

Of  possible  interest  to  American  automobile  interests  is  a  list  of 
the  automobile  owners  of  St.  Michael's,  just  secured  from  the  munici- 

Eal  authorities.  There  are  about  100  cars  in  the  island,  many  owners 
aving  one  or  more  cars  which  may  be  had  on  hire.  A  consider- 
able number  of  popular-priced  American  cars  may  be  found  among 
tiie  number. 

[The  list  referred  to  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  its  branch  offices;  refer  to  file  64796.] 
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BXrSSIAH  OSADT  EUBVATOBS. 


TComplled  from  Bxptanatorr  Hemorandam  of  the  RomUn  Minister  of  Finance  to  th« 
Draft  Budget  of  tbe  Empire  for  1915,  Part  II.] 

A  plan  was  adopted  in  1911  to  construct  in  the  Provinces  of  Oren- 
burg, Ufa,  Samara,  Simbirsk,  Penza,  Tambof,  and  Voronezh,  and  in 
the  Don  Cossack  Territory  84  grain  elevators,  with  an  aggregate 
capacity  of  1,062,000  short  tons.  During  the  second  half  of  1911  the 
construction  of  the  elevators  was  begim,  and  by  January  1,  1913, 
three  elevators  were  completed  and  opened  for  operations  which  had 
an  aggregate  capacity  of  45,000  short  tons  of  heavy  grain.  During 
1913,  six  more  elevators  were  opened,  with  a  total  capacity  of  58,000 
tons,  and  during  1914, 12  elevators,  with  a  capacity  of  129,000  tons. 
Location  and  Capacity  of  Elevaton  in  Operation. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  change  some  of  the  plans,  and  the  total 
number  of  elevators  now  projected  is  81,  with  a  capacity  of  1,031,000 
tons,  of  which  21  were  in  operation  on  January  1, 1915.  The  location 
and  capacity  of  the  elevators  in  operation  on  that  date  are  shown  in 
the  following  table: 


Location.    - 

Bbott 
tons. 

Location. 

Short 
tcos. 

Tambof  Provftioe: 

OrlftBy  fftalifln 

SI, 000 
«,000 
14,000 
11,000 
11,000 

9,000 
8,000 
9,000 

5.000 

13,000 
11,000 
S.OOO 

Samam  Prorlnn— Oontlnuea. 

Bogatoe  station 

S,00D 
13,000 
11,000 

TorbAAvofltatioii... ....... ......... 

Sorotclilnsk  station 

T&mtet 

Bugtilma  station 

MordoTO     ... 

Don  Cossack  Tarrltory: 

ICUcrovo  station 

Tokarevka  .......••••••............ 

11,000 

9,009 
9.000 

Valouikl  strntioo 

Baratot  Province: 

EkaterinoTkastatioo 

LisskI  station 

Serdobsk  station 

TaUmlii sttttlon           ^    j.^..  . 

Balanda  station 

Htoo 

11,000 

Samara  ProTlnae: 

Tolkai  station 

Orenburg  Province: 

Platovka  station 

A  bdolln  station 

Hnransk  statimi  .     ,          ^ 

HOOO 

N*prik  fltatkm 

Twelve  elevators,  of  131,000  tons  capacity,  were  to  be  ofiened 
during  the  first  half  of  1915,  and  thus,  for  the  harvest  of  1915,  the 
State  Dank  was  to  have  at  its  disposal  33  elevators,  with  a  total 
capacity  of  360,000  tons. 

Cleaning  and  Standardising  the  Orain — Conunlsslon  Bnsinesi. 

According  to  the  instructions  confirmed  November  5,  1914,  the 
elevators  not  only  store  and  clean  the  grain  but  also  undertake  sort- 
ing operations,  advance  money  on  grain,  and  sell  on  commission. 
To  enable  small  producers  to  use  the  bank's  elevators,  the  minimum 
quantity  of  grain  taken  at  the  elevators  has  been  fixed  at  900  pounds, 
and  standardization  and  the  amalgamation  of  small  deposits  into 
larger  ones  have  been  introduced.  The  financial  year  of  the  State 
Bank  elevators  begins  on  July  1,  coinciding  with  the  beginning  of 
the  com  campaign.  The  first  full  working  year  was  1913-14,  and 
four  elevators  (at  Griazy,  Valouiki,  Tolkai,  and  Abdulin)  were  in 
operation  during  the  entire  12  months,  which  took  in  54,000  tons 
of  cereals.  The  grain  received  for  storage  was  standardized  unless 
the  owners  objected,  and  the  amount  of  grain  standardized  was 
25,000  tons.    Considering  that  standardization  is  possible  only  in 
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the  case  of  grain  fuISIling  the  conditions  for  responsible  storage 
(when  it  is  dry  and  contains  little  extraneous  matter)  j  it  appears 
that  three-quarters  of  the  grain  accepted  for  responsible  storage 
(34,000  tons)  was  standardized. 

The  grain  delivered  at  the  elevators,  at  the  desire  of  the  owners, 
was  cleaned  and  manipulated  by  the  cleaning  apparatus  of  the  ele- 
vators— separators,  tare  and  awn  removers.  At  the  four  elevators, 
60  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  grain  delivered  for  storage  under- 
went cleaning.  Storage  of  grain  was  effected  by  30  landowners,  373 
peasants,  and  143  grain  dealers. 

It  was  only  after  January,  1914,  that  the  commission  business  of 
the  four  elevators  attained  any  considerable  development.  Up  to 
July  1,  1914,  the  number  of  commissions  executed  was  317,  the  sales 
amounting  to  7,000  tons. 


BORING  FOB  PETBOIEIIM  DT  SOTTTH  AXTSTSAIIA. 

[Extract  tiom  Sydney  Morning  Herald,  Ally  13.] 

Australian  enterprise  and  capital  have  entered  upon  the  task  of 
proving  whether  or  not  oil  reservoirs  exist  in  this  coimtry.  The 
effort  is  being  concentrated  on  the  coastal  districts  of  South  Aliistralia 
aroimd  Robe  and  Kingston,  where  the  indications  of  oil  seepage  on 
the  surface  of  the  coastal  lakes  is  said  to  be  regarded  by  American 
experts  as  satisfactory. 

Mr.  G.  D.  Mendell,  of  Melbourne,  at  present  on  a  visit  to  Sydney, 
has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  oil-boring  operations  in  South 
Australia,  and  in  the  course  of  an  interview  gave  some  interesting 
information  on  the  point.    He  said : 

Forgetting  Boma,  In  Queensland,  and  Grafton,  in  New  South  Wales,  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  bore  deep  down  for  i)etroleum  until,  through  my 
efforts,  oil  drills  were  started  last  year  at  Kingston  and  Robe,  in  the  southeast 
of  South  Australia.  Both  wells  are  cased  down  to  1,000  feet  Ih  the  proper 
strata  for  striking  oil.  From  the  tertiary  rocks  comes  petroleum,  and  in 
Australia  we  have  the  most  extensive  system  of  tertiary  rocks  on  earth — sand- 
stone, limestone,  and  shale.  That  Is  the  order  of  the  rocks  overlying  the  oil- 
bearing  sands.  On  both  these  drilling  rigs  are  working  experienced  oil  men  from 
North  America.    They  are  sure  they  will  strike  oil,  and  that  shortly. 

Oil  has  been  found  in  Papua  and  in  all  the  islands  on  the  north  coast  of 
Australia.  At  Capertee,  Wolgan,  and  Murrurundl  yon  have  the  richest  oil 
shales  on  earth.  At  Latrobe,  in  Tasmania,  they  are  successfully  treating  oil 
shales  and  getting  the  vei7  highest  quality  of  petrol,  and  we  expect  to  bring 
in  a  gusher  at  Kingston  or  Robe  during  the  next  few  months.  To  find  oil  is  to  re- 
create Australia.  The  discovery  of  oil  would  eclipse  the  discovery  of  gold,  silver, 
tin,  or  copper  in  Australia. 

A  theory  prevails  that  In  ancient  times  Australia  was  divided  into  two  parts 
by  a  body  of  water  from  the  Gulf  of  Carpentria  to  Spencer's  Gulf.  Authori- 
ties on  petroleum,  like  Sir  Bo verton' Redwood,  Professor  Vivian  B.  Lewes,  and 
Beeby  Thompson,  advise  those  who  search  for  petroleum  to  look  below  for  the 
old  marine  beaches,  and  there  they  will  find  oil.  Petroleum  mining  Is  the  cheap- 
est form  of  mining,  for  when  the  oil  gushes  the  chief  expense  is  refining  works 
and  pipes  to  carry  the  oil  to  market. 

Many  men  have  doubts  about  the  existence  of  petroleum  in  Australia. 
Those  doubts  should  soon  be  removed,  because  two  modern  drilling  rigs  at 
work  in  South  .Australia  have  proved  scums  of  oil  and  bursts  of  natural  gas — 
primary  Indications  of  what  we  may  expect  deeper  down,  say  at  1,500  feet 
Further,  a  deposit  of  petroliferous  sand  has  been  uncovered  near  Kingston, 
and  specimens  of  impure  paraffin  wax  form  an  interesting  Index  to  guide  the 
two  expert  oil  engineers  in  their  work  at  two  points  28  miles  from  one  another. 
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FBODTJCnOir  OF  CURTIS  FRUITS  IS  AROEHTDTA. 

IConsnl  G«aeral  L.  J.  Keena,  BnenM  Aires.] 

According  to  data  furnished  this  office  by  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, Argentina  has  over  2,000,000  citrus  trees.    He  says: 

The  principal  orange-producing  sections  of  the  country  are  the 
Provinces  of  Corrientes,  Misiones,  and  Tucuman.  Many  other  sec- 
tions are  well  adapted  to  orange  culture,  but  its  development  in 
them  has  been  very  slow.  The  real  production  of  citrus  nruits  can 
well  be  said  to  be  concentrated  in  the  regions  mentioned,  comprising, 
as  they  do,  the  true  subtropical  zone,  adapted  to  the  cultivation  ot 
these  fruits  by  reason  of  its  climate,  character  of  soil,  and  geo- 
graphical position.  In  the  Provinces  referred  to  are  encountered 
large  groves  of  orange  trees  in  an  uncultivated  state,  growing  wild, 
making  it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres  covered.  The 
orange  trees  are  found  scattered,  forming  more  or  less  thick  clumps 
among  other  classes  of  trees,  forming  large  forests,  growing  wild 
in  that  region,  and  it  is  only  possible  to  give  the  tckm  of  acres  re- 
ported as  cultivated  in  the  census  of  the  year  1910,  as  follows: 


raoTiNCES 


BiMnos  Aires 

Bants  F« 

Entre  Rios 

Corrtentu 

Cordoba 

San  Luis 

Santiago  del  Estero  . 

Tucuman 

UMidou , 

Ban  Juan , 

LaRloja 

Oatsmarca  .......... 


Acres 
planted. 


Number 
o(  trees. 


1,060 

S3,7«4 

919 

37,322 

1,252 

129,307 

U,t87 

-1,514, 3« 

343 

17,015 

175 

8,604 

86 

3,318 

1,858 

113.975 

19 

3,185 

91 

«,026 

418 

ia,«17 

337 

10,133 

PBOTiNCis— ccDtinaad. 

Salta 

Jujuy 


tEBSnOBIIS. 


Chaco 

Formoss... 
Hlsiooes... 
Neuqaen. . . 
La  Pampa. , 
Rio  Negro.. 


Total  bK  tba  RepobUe . . 


Acres 
planted. 


44 


319 
47 

180 
5 
40 
25 


IM37 


Number 
oltxtm. 


18,489 
«,10< 


18,817 

7,381 

104,469 

11 

429 

3,354 


1,U^6•1 


The  wild  varieties  that  can  be  found  are  rather  numerous,  among 
which  I  will  mention  the  following:  First,  the  plain  orange  {Citrus 
Aurantium  R.),  ot  vigorous  development  but  of  slow  growth,  which 
resists  extremely  well  the  action  of  frosts.  These  are  of  moderate 
size,  round,  and  in  color  a  gilt  yellow.  It  is  not  unusual  to  observe, 
however,  in  some  Argentine  orange  groves  that  this  color  changes 
to  an  intense  black  in  some  instances,  and  very  often  becomes  quite 
darkened.  According  to  the  natives  of  the  Province  of  Corrientes 
these  oranges  are  the  sweetest,  although  they  are  of  rather  rough 
surface  and  have  a  yellowish  pulp.  Every  tree  bears  from  300  to 
500  oranges.  The  fruit  commences  to  get  ripe  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  during  June  maturity  is  completed. 

The  sour  orange,  or  "  bigardia  {Citrus  vuigaris  B.),  is  little  ap- 
preciated in  Corrientes,  and  the  extirpation  of  the  si)ecies  is  very  gen- 
erallv  sought.  As  far  as  is  known  the  fruit  itself  is  not  put  to  any 
use,  but  the  bloom  is  used  to  make  essence  of  orange  water,  the  thick 
rind  for  the  manufacture  of  "  Nerolf,"  sweets,  and  beverages,  and  the 
leaves  for  essence  of  petitgrain.  Even  at  this  the  species  is  disap- 
pearing, on  account  of  the  preference  merited  by  the  citron  and  shad- 
dock {Citrus  medico  R.)  in  the  manufacture  of  the  last-mentioned 
preparation.    It  has  one  use,  however,  which  I  did  not  mention,  and 
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that  is  that  it  is  considered  quite  an  effectire  remedy  for  the  disease 

known  as  "gamosis." 

I    There  are  also  found  in  Argentina  some  wild  forms  of  Citrus 

trifoliata. 

'    The  character  of  soils  in  which  oranges  thrive  most  are  those  in 

which  sand  clay  somewhat  calcareous  and  permeable  abounds,  and 

notable  examples  are  encoimtered  in  those  soils  in  which  ferruginous 

sand  predominates. 

lAin}  lAZATIOn  IN  TAIWAS. 

[Connil  Edwin  L.  NeTUle.  Tanaul,  July  12.] 

For  taxation  purposes  land  in  Taiwan  (or  Formosa)  is  divided 
into  five  classes,  of  which  only  one  class,  consisting  hitherto  of  paddj 
(or  wet  rice)  fields,  dry  (upland)  fields,  and  fish-breeding  ponds,  is 
subject  to  taxation. 

The  original  tax  law  divided  paddy  fields  into  10  classes  or  sub- 
divisicms,  annual  taxation  on  which  ranged  from  1.50  yen  (about 
$0.75)  per  ko  (2^  acres)  on  the  lowest  class  to  17.80  yen  (about  $8.90) 
per  ko  on  the  highest.  Dry  fields  were  also  divided  into  10  classes, 
taxed  in  the  same  way,  the  taxes  beginning  at  0.60  yen  (about  $0.30) 
per  ko  and  rising  to  13  yen  (about  $6.50)  per  ko.  Fish-breeding 
ponds  were  divided  into  seven  classes  or  subdivisions,  the  lowest 
annual  tax  rate  being  0.40  yen  (about  $0.20)  per  ko  and  the  highest 
9.30  yen  (approximately  $4.65)  per  ko. 

Powers  of  Offlcials — Bemluioni — Ioe«l  Tax  Keetiltttioas. 

The  tax  law  provided  for  surveys  and  registrations  and  for 
boundary  marks.  In  these  matters,  as  well  as  in  matters  of  classifi- 
cation or  subdivision,  of  taxable  land,  larger  powers  were  given  to 
ordinary  administrative  officials  than  would  be  the  case  in  the  United 
States.  The  law  also  provided  for  remission  of  taxation  Under  cer- 
tain conditions,  such  as  natural  calamities.  To  promote  the  exten- 
sion of  cultivation  a  remission  of  taxes  might  be  granted  to  persons 
taking  up  new  land  or  reclaiming  river  banks  or  alluvial  islands. 
These  remissions  could  not  exceed  10  years,  and  were  limited  to  the 
land  immediately  affected. 

I    For  local  purposes  the  local  tax  regulations  of  Taiwan  allow 
for  an  additional  land  tax  not  to  exceed  one-third  of  the  original 
land  tax.    The  law  definitely  limits  the  objects  for  which  local  taxa- 
tion can  be  levied. 
Taxation  of  Building:  Lands. 

Building  lands  were  not  originally  subject  to  taxation,  though 
house  taxes  for  local  purposes  were  leviable.  Latterly  the  rapid 
draining  of  paddy  fields  and  the  conversion  of  other  lands  into  land 
suitable  for  building  purposes  began  to  deprive  of  revenue  some 
localities  (such  as  Taihoku  Prefecture,  for  example)  that  are  largely 
urban  in  character.  This  situation  was  met  by  the  promulgation  oi 
an  ordinance  in  February,  1915.  This  law  transfers  building  lands 
to  the  taxable  class.  By  its  terms  building  lands  are  divided  into 
70  classes  or  subdivisions,  and  annual  taxation  ranges  from  1  yen 
($0,498)  per  ko  (2^  acres)  on  the  lowest  class  to  2,603  yen  ($1^96.'29) 
per  ko  on  the  highest.    This  tax  became  payable  in  July,  1915. 
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WOOL  MABKET  OF  BUSSIA. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  July  0.1 

Prices  of  Spanish  wool  continue  to  be  firm.  In  the  Bostof  district 
more  than  half  of  the  entire  yield  of  wool,  estimated  at  20,000  short 
tons,  has  already  been  sold.  At  the  beginning  of  the  campaign 
business  was  done  almost  exclusively  with  washed  wool,  but  lately 
purchases  of  unwashed  wool  have  begun.  The  prices  remain  ex- 
tremely high.  Washed  wool  fetches  56  to  65  rubles  per  pood  ($0.80 
to  $0.93  per  pound),  according  to  quality,  whUe  $0.17  to  $0.33  is 
paid  for  good  unwashed  wool.  Last  year  selected  lots  of  washed 
wool  were  soli  at  $0.66  and  unwashed  wool  at  $0.14  to  $0.21  per 
pound. 

In  Kharkof  transactions  were  concluded  on  washed  Spanish  wool 
at  $0.93  to  $0.96  and  on  unwashed  at  $0.24  to  $0.29  per  pound. 
Bussian  Wool— VUdHcarkaz  Price*— Camel's  Hair— Vladlvoitok  Shipments. 

Business  with  Russian  wool  is  remaining  slack.  Notwithstanding 
the  satisfactory  quality  of  the  wool,  no  revival  is  noted  on  the  Tsar- 
itsin  market.  When  the  wool  was  first  placed  on  the  market  few 
transactions  were  concluded  at  $0.11  per  pound,  the  prices  not  show- 
ing much  difference  from  those  of  last  year.  At  present,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  lack  of  exports,  speculators  are  offering  low  prices, 
$0.08  to  $0,083  per  pound,  in  consequence  of  which  the  sellers  refrain 
from  concluding  transactions.  The  manufacturers  are  buying 
"  Ordjoisky  "  wool,  and  there  is  no  demand  for  Bussian  wool  on  their 
part.  The  business  with  Ordynsky  wool  is  lively,  the  prices 
paid  being  $0,083  to  $0,088  per  pound,  against  $0,083  to  $0,084  of 
last  year. 

According  to  information  received  from  Vladikavkaz,  there  are  in- 
considerable supplies  of  wool  in  that  district  and  the  prices  show  a 
tendency  to  rise.  Black  wool,  unwashed,  of  the  spring  clip,  is  sold 
at  $0.14  wholesale  and  $0,154  retail.  The  same  wool  of  the  autumn 
clip  is  sold  at  $0,157  wholesale  and  $0,166  retail.  Gray  wool,  un- 
washed, of  the  spring  clip,  is  sold  at  $0.13  wholesale  and  $0.14  retail. 
The  same  wool  of  the  autumn  clip  sells  at  $0,143  wholesale  and  $0,155 
retail.    The  quality  of  this  wool  is  middling. 

There  is  a  comparatively  small  supply  of  camel's  hair,  the  demand 
for  which  is  small.    The  prices  vary  from  $0,165  to  $0,174  per  pound. 

Shippers  have  sent  a  number  of  consignments  to  the  United  States 
by  way  of  Vladivostok. 

Proposed  Establishment  of  Wool  Committee. 

At  a  recent  conference  of  the  cloth  manufacturers  the  project  of  es- 
tablishing a  Central  Wool  Committee  at  Moscow  was  discussed.  Ac- 
cording to  this  project,  the  committee  is  to  include  representatives  of 
the  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry,  of  the  Military  Supply  Depart- 
ment, the  cloth  manufacturers,  and  the  wool-washing  concerns.  It 
will  regulate  the  wool  prices,  the  supplies  of  raw  material,  and  fuel 
furnished  to  the  cloth  factories.  It  will  also  distribute  the  number 
of  available  railway  cars  among  the  manufacturers  and  control  the 
supplies  of  wool  in  the  coimtry,  as  well  as  the  work  of  th?  wool-wash- 
ing concerns. 

In  view  of  the  abnormal  conditions  on  the  wool  market  and  the 
possibility  of  extensive  speculations  in  this  raw  material,  the  com- 
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mittee  trill  be  authorized  to  investigate  the  sdpplies  in  various  {>laces, 
ascertaining  the  amount  at  the  milb  and  the  dealers'  stores  and  in  the 
shipments  en  route.  This  project,  approved  b^  the  conference  of 
cloth  manufacturers,  will  be  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Trade  and 
Industry  for  confirmation. 


SirSSIAir  BE7ENTJE8  AITD  TBASE. 

[Consul  Oenenl  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow.  July  8.] 

The  office  of  the  Russian  Council  of  Ministers  has  collected  statiS' 
tical  data  concerning  the  financial  and  economic  condition  of  Russia 
during  the  first  three  and  four  months  of  this  year,  from  which  the 
following  information  is  taken : 

The  revenues  collected  from  January  1  to  April  1  amounted  to 
548,649,000,000  rubles  ($282,554,235,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rat© 
of  $0,515  to  the  ruble) ,  compared  with  the  revenues  received  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  it  showed  a  decrease  of  $146,- 
877,485,000.  The  greatest  reduction  was  in  the  revenue  from  the 
spirit  monopoly,  which,  during  the  first  three  months  of  1914,  yielded 
a  revenue  of  $111,631,490,000,  while  during  the  same  period  of  this 
year  the  revenue  amounted  to  only  $3,822,845,000.  A  considerable 
decrease  also  occurred  in  the  revenue  from  customs  duties.  Gov- 
ernment railways,  taxes  on  transfers  of  property,  and  other  items. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  considerable  increase  was  shown  in  the  reve- 
nue from  tobacco,  sugar,  the  professional  tax,  postal  and  telegraph 
service,  passengers  and  freight  transported  by  railways,  etc. 

The  customs  revenue  for  the  first  three  months  of  1915  amounted 
to  $15,436,000,  a  decrease  of  $40,311,000. 

Trade  Balance  for  Boor  Xontlis. 

According  to  preliminary  data  the  value  of  the  good£i  exported 
from  Russia  across  the  European  frontier  from  the  Cau<»isus  and 
the  ports  of  the  Black  Sea  and  to  Finland  during  the  first  four 
months  of  1915  reached  $17,975,000.  The  value  of  the  imports  for 
the  same  period  amounted  to  $178,751,000.  Across  the  Asiatic  fron- 
tier the  exports  amounted  to  $9,831,000  and  the  imports  to  $37,407,000. 

Compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  the  exports 
across  the  European  frontier  decreased  by  $199,102,000,  or  91.7  per 
cent,  and  the  imports  by  $192,578,000,  or  51.6  per  cent.  Across  the 
Asiatic  frontier  the  exports  showed  a  reduction  of  $6,672,000,  or 
40.4  per  cent,  while  the  imports  showed  an  increase  of  $7,858,000,  or 
26.6  per  cent. 

During  the  above-mentioned  period  the  exports  across  the  Euro* 
pean  frontier  were  less  than  the  imports  by  $27,578,000;  for  the  cor- 
responding period  in  1914,  the  imports  exceeded  the  exports  by 
$30,324,000.  In  the  commerce  across  the  Asiatic  frontier  the  imports 
during  the  first  four  months  of  1915  exceeded  the  exports  bv 
$28,090,000,  while  during  the  corresponding  period  in  1914  the  dif- 
ference amounted  to  $13,560,000. 


Demurrage  charges  at  the  port  of  Bordeaux  are  shown  in  a  report 
just  received,  which  may  be  inspected  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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FOSEIGH  TABHTS. 

COLOMBIA. 

(Dtarto  Oflclal,  May  29,  1915.] 
Duty  on  Parcel-Post  Packages. 

Notice  has  been  given  that  from  June  3,  1915,  all  goods  imported 
into  Colombia  by  parcel  post  through  the  ports  of  Orocue,  Arauca, 
Buenaventura,  Guapi,  and  Tumaco  shall  be  dutiable  accordiiig  to  the 
regular  tariff,  without  the  reduction  of  10  to  60  per  cent  which  had 
previously  been  made. 

COSTA  BICA. 
[La  Gaceta,  June  17  and  Jul;  21,  1915.] 
Export  Tax  on  Odd  Bullion. 

A  decree  of  June  15,  1915,  imposes  an  export  dutjr  of  15  per  cent 
ad  valorem  on  all  gold  bulkon  of  Costa  Rican  origin.  Each  gold- 
mining  establishment  in  the  country  must  make  a  monthly  report  of 
production  and  must  deposit  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bills 
of  exchange  sufficient  to  cover  export  duties,  against  which  such 
duties  will  be  charged.  No  exportation  will  be  allowed  until  satis- 
factory deposits  have  been  made. 

GVATEKALA. 

[El  Gnatemalteco,  June  22,  191S.] 
Bestrlctlon*  on  Certain  Electrical  Apparatus. 

A  presidential  order  of  June  15,  1915,  provides  that  in  the  future 
the  Guatemalan  Government  alone  shall  have  the  right  to  import 
telegraph  and  telephone  apparatus.  The  right  to  import  electrical 
material  and  supplies  for  the  installation  of  such  apparatus  is  like- 
wise restricted  to  the  Government,  but  their  importation  may  be 
permitted  if  they  are  necessary  for  other  installations.  Telephone 
and  telegraph  companies  already  established  and  operating  under 
contract  or  concession  must  make  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
Fomento  for  authorization  to  import  apparatus  or  supplies. 

mCABAOVA. 

[La  Gaceta,  May  24,  1915.] 
Permitted  Importation  of  Lead  and  Cartridges. 

A  Nicaraguan  decree  of  May  20,  1915,  permits  the  importation  of 
lead  and  of  percussion  caps  and  cartridges  for  sporting  guns  and 
revolvers,  which  had  previously  been  subject  to  monopoly.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  import  duties,  a  surtax  of  25  per  cent  ad  valorem 
is  imposed  on  the  above  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  subject 
to  a  permit  from  the  proper  authorities. 

UBUOr  AY. 
[Diarlo  Oflclal,  June  9,  1915.] 
Additional  Surtax  on  Imports. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  dated  June  7,  1915,  it 
was  decided  that  the  additional  surtax  of  5  per  cent  of  the  official 
valuation  imposed  on  imports  by  the  law  of  April  20, 1915,  was  to  be 
levied  on  all  shipments  cleared  on  or  after  May  11, 1915,  and  that  the 
amounts  collected  on  shipments  cleared  prior  to  that  date  were  to  be 
refunded.   The  surtax,  which  is  intended  to  provide  for  the  interest 
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and  amortization  of  the  internal  loan  of  1916  (referred  to  in  Com- 
UEBCE  Refobts  for  April  3,  June  10  and  13, 1915),  applies  to  all  im- 

Sorts  with  the  following  exceptions :  Articles  on  the  free  list ;  those 
utiable  at  8  per  cent  or  less,  exclusive  of  surtaxes ;  articles  on  which 
duties  were  imposed  or  increased  during  the  years  1914  and  1915; 
and  the  following  foodstuifs:  Bice,  sugar,  coffee,  meal,  beans,  peas, 
lentils  and  similar  dried  vegetables,  flour,  alimentary  past^  and 
starches,  salt,  wheat,  and  yerba  mate. 

[Dlarlo  Oflclal,  June  18,  lOlB.] 
Xestrlotlons  on  Animal  Vaccines  and  Serum. 

By  a  decree  of  June  12,  1915,  in  effect  November  1, 1915,  the  im- 
portation, manufacture,  and  sale  of  vaccine,  serum,  and  virus  for  ani- 
mals is  strictly  regulated.  The  character  of  the  preparation  and  the 
process  of  manufacture  must  be  officially  approved  before  it  may  be 
offered  for  sale,  and  the  containers  must  show  the  name  of  the  labora- 
tory and  of  the  director,  the  date  of  preparation,  the  duration  of  its 
efficacy,  the  number  of  the  order  of  approval,  and  instructions  for 
the  application  and  preservation  of  the  contents.  Such  preparations 
manufactured  abroad  may  not  be  used  in  Uruguay  unless  approved 
by  a  decree  of  the  Ministry  of  Industry,  and  such  approval  will  be 
given  only  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity  and  upon  proof  that  the  sub- 
stances have  been  prepared  under  the  same  conditions  as  are  required 
for  those  produced  within  the  country.  Applications  for  permits  to 
import  the  above  preparations  will  be  passed  upon  by  the  National 
Coimcil  of  Hygiene  and  the  proper  branch  of  the  animal  sanitation 
service. 

TEHEZTJELA. 
[Oaceta  Ofldal,  Jane  28,  1915.] 
Hew  Stamp-Tax  Law. 

A  new  law  and  schedule  of  stamp  ta&«3  has  been  enacted-  by  the 
Congress  of  Venezuela.  The  amount  of  the  stamps  required  upon 
manifests  and  other  shipping  documents  and  upon  certificates  of  reg- 
istration for  patents  and  trade-marks  is,  in  general,  the  same  as  under 
the  previous  law.  [A  copy  of  the  above  law.  in  Spanish,  is  on  file  in 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be  loaned  to 
those  interested  upon  request.] 


TSADE-EZTEirSIOir  WOBK  IH  FBANCE. 

[Consul  George  .K.  Bucklln,  Jr.,  Aug.  7.] 

As  the  result  of  trade  extension  work  of  this  office  an  American 
manufacturer  of  underwear  has  recently  placed  an  agency  here  which 
has  already  secured  orders  from  three  important  local  firms — two 
wholesalers  and  one  department  store.  These  introductory  orders 
amount  to  154  dozen  pieces,  of  $1,725  value. 

Two  sample  orders  for  hosiery  and  knit  goods,  one  for  160  dozen 
pairs  of  men's  cotton  half-hose,  and  another  for  men's  vests  and  pants 
valued  at  $200,  have  also  been  placed  recently  by  a  wholesaler  and  an 
important  retail  department  store  of  this  city  with  two  American 
manufacturers,  whose  offers  were  the  result  of  trade  opportunities 
submitted  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  through 
this  office. 
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[Correspondence  should  be  direct  wltb  the  offlces  named,  and  specifications  can  asnally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tendera, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  sacb  offices  to  recelTe  notices  c&IUhk 
for  fatare  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  work.  No.  2584. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Septem- 
ber 25  for  a  three-story  and  basement  marine  barracks  building  of  rein- 
forced concrete  construction  with  steel  rod  trusses.  Plans  and  specifica- 
tions may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Washington  bureau  or  to  the 
commandant  of  the  navy  yard,  subject  to  a  deposit  of  $25,  or  may  be  seen 
at  the  navy  yard.  New  York  City. 

yavy  Department  suppUet,  No.  2586. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  CL, 
until  August  31,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms  Inter- 
ested therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Ac- 
counts, giving  the  schedule  numbers  desired:  Schedule  8693,  buff  paving 
bricks ;  and  schedule  8694,  black  cannon  and  shell  powder  and  black  sphere 
powder.  Bids  will  be  received  until  September  7,  1915,  for  the  following: 
Schedule  8695,  steel  forglngs  (nickel) ;  schedule  8697,  yellow  pine;  schedule 
8698,  laying  pavement;  schedule  8699,  naval  rolled  brass,  hard  roller  sheet 
copper,  steel  forglngs,  machinery  steel,  spring  steel  (sheets),  copper  pipe, 
and  wrought  pipe;  schedule  8700,  cutting  torches  and  hIgh-presBure  regu- 
nlatlng  and  reducing  valves;  schedule  8701,  Installing  gas  pipe;  sched- 
ule 8703,  window  glass,  muriatic  acid,  sulphuric  acid,  alcohol, 
lump  rosin,  turpentine;  schedule  8704,  worm-geared  chain  blocks,  cop- 
per-wire brads,  chisels,  metal-workers'  crayons,  breast  drills,  files,  ham- 
mer Iiandlee,  loose-pin  butts  hinges,  composition  strap  hinges,  night 
rim  latches,  drawer  locks,  padlocks,  wardrobe  locks,  composition  cut  nails, 
flint  paper,  garnet  paper,  soapstone  peiclls,  side-cutting  flat-nose  pliers, 
paint  pots,  drawer  pulls,  four-fold  l>oxwood  rules,  machine  screws,  wood 
screws,  and  cut  copper  tacks;  and  schedule  8705,  tube  cleaners,  monel 
metal,  composition  pipe  fittings;  steel  boiler  tubes,  4  inches,  O.  D.  203  mils 
thick,  9  feet  2  inches  long ;  steel  tubing,  and  composition  unions.  Bids  will 
be  received  until  September  14,  1915,  for  the  following:  schedule  8692, 
spun  and  unspun  oakum;  schedule  8696,  steel  angles  and  plates;  schedule 
8702,  cocoa,  pepi)er,  pickles  In  kegs,  raisins,  rice,  and  sugar ;  schedule  8706, 
lampblack  in  oil,  and  sheet  lead;  schedule  8707,  emery  cloth,  flies,  pad- 
locks, four-fold  brass-bound  rules,  wood  screws,  steel  and  woven  meas- 
uring tapes,  bench  vises,  and  pipe  and  screw  wrenches;  schedule  8708, 
composition  pipe  fittings  and  composition  unions;  schedule  8710,  services 
for  waterproofing  underground  cisterns;  schedule  8711,  unllned  linen  hose 
and  crushed  stone;  schedule  8712,  silk  thread;  schedule  8713,  new 
pattern  safes;  schedule  8714,  chain  hoists;  schedule  8715,  gate  valves; 
schedule  8710,  blue  watch-mark  braid,  fiber  brushes,  and  steel  corset- 
wire  grommets;  schedule  8718,  2-ply  ready  roofing,  108  square  feet,  to 
a  roll;  schedule  8719,  Virginia  pine  and  poplar;  schedule  8720,  hot  rolled 
or  forged  carbon  steel;  schedule  8721,  muriatic  acid,  alcohol,  calcium  car- 
bide, cold-water  paint,  dry  Venetian  red,  and  sal  ammoniac ;  schedule  8722, 
suction  hose  and  ceramic  white  hexagon  tile;  schedule  8723,  soft  Idaho 
pine,  poplar,  spruce,  and  white  pine;  schedule  8724,  composition  pipe  fit- 
tings, rod  copper,  and  i)ig  iron ;  schedule  8725,  spnice  and  oxalic-acid  crys- 
tals; schedule  8726,  wrought  pipe,  sheet  brass,  bar  steel  (nickel),  and 
brass  tubing;  schedule  8727,  anchor  engines;  schedule  8728,  chief  petty 
ofllcers''  caps;  schedule  8732,  steel  plates,  cold-rolled  machinery  steel,  extra 
soft  steel,  bar  steel,  slab  steel,  sheet  steel,  steel  shapes,  steel  rivet  rod,  and 
steel  hull  plates;  schedule  873.3,  steel  floor  plates  and  steel  boiler  plates; 
and  schedule  8736,  cut  Iron  nails  and  steel  wire  nails.  Bids  will  be  received 
until  September  21, 1915,  for  the  following  materials :  Schedule  8734,  forced- 
draft  blowers,  ash  hoist  engine,  feed-water  heaters,  fuel-oil  heaters,  and 
fuel-oil  pump;  and  schedule  8735,  steel  angles,  bar  steel,  cold-rolled  ma- 
chinery steel,  steel  plates,  and  sheet  steel.  Bids  will  be  received  until 
September  28,  1915,  for  the  following  materials :  Schedule  8709,  circulating 
pump  for  auxiliary  condenser;  schedule  8717,  sugar  in  sacks  and  evaporated 
milk;  schedule  8730,  gauge-testing  machine;  and  schedule  8731,  yoke-rivet- 
ing machine. 
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Construction  ioork,  Ho.  2686. — Setded  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  IT.  S. 
EInglneer  Office,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until  September  20,  for  construct- 
ing about  13,000  feet  of  standard  revataiait  on  Missouri  BlTcr.  Further 
particulars  upon  application. 

Inttallation  of  mechanical  equipment.  No.  2687. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  30,  1915,  for  the  installation  complete 
of  the  mechanical  equipment  (except  lighting  fixtures)  of  the  tJ.  S.  post 
office  and  courthouse,  Tulsa,  Olcla.  Drawings  and  q)ecification8  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Washington  office^ 

CoMtruction  work.  No.  2588. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  14,  1915,  for  new  partitions,  alterations,  etc..  In  the  IT.  S.  cus- 
tomhouse, Boston,  Mass.  Drawings  and  spedflcations  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Supervising  Chief  Engineer,  Room  137,  Post  Office  and  Sub- 
Treasury,  Boston,  Mass.,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 


GLASS  BOTTLES  AND  JABS  m  CHILE. 
[Consul  General  L.  3.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Jaly  19.] 

.  The  importation  of  glass  bottles,  jars,  flasks,  etc.,  is  an  important 
item  of  Chilean  trade,  of  which  the  United  States  has  hitherto  se- 
cured onl;^  a  small  proportion.  The  value  of  the  bottles  for  liquors 
imported  in  1913  was  $546,445,  of  which  $526,852  went  to  Germany 
and  only  $211  to  American  manufacturers.  In  1914  Germany  fur- 
nished $207,836  worth  and  the  United  States  none  out  of  a  total  of 
$208,734.  Imports  of  bottles  for  other  uses  amounted  in  1913  to 
$1,183,  of  which  Great  Britain  obtained  $909  and  Germany  $274. 
In  1914,  $228  worth  of  orders  for  such  bottles  went  to  France,  out  of 
a  total  of  $437.  These  statistics  are  for  bottles,  jars,  and  flasks  of  all 
ordinary  and  common  grades. 

Three  Chilean  factories  make  glass  bottles,  their  total  output  being 
valued  at  approximately  $440,000  per  anum. 

The  ordinary  method  of  selling  imported  bottles  has  been  through 
representatives  (usually  resident  representatives),  who  werfe'able  to 
show  a  full  line  of  samples  and  to  give  quotations  on  quantity  and 
special-type  orders. 

The  pnncipal  users  of  bottles  are  the  breweries,  soda  and  charged 
water  factories,  bottlers  of  wine,  and  importing  druggists,  lists  of 
which  are  transmitted  herewith  [and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer 
to  file  No.  64931].  In  general,  these  firms  are  direct  importers  of  the 
bottles  they  use. 

One  fruit-packing  house  (Gray  &  Sinclair,  Quillota,  Chile)  puts 
up  a  limited  amount  of  fruit  preserves  in  glass  jars,  but  the  fruit  pre- 
served in  this  country  is  ordinarily  packed  in  tins.  Glass  bottles  are 
little  used  in  milk  distribution.  The  bottling  of  ink  is  an  item  of 
slight  importance.  The  beer  bottle  ordinarily  used  is  of  the  common 
type,  colored,  and  stoppered  with  cork-lined  clincher  metal  caps. 


Brancli  Offices  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Foreign  and  Somestio  Commerce. 

Sew  York,  Koom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnilding; 
Ghi^aso,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonls,  402  Third  national  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Eibemia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOBEIOlf  TBAOE  OFFOSTUIHTIES. 

(Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  ma;Lb«  obtained  from  the  Bnresa  or  its  branch 

ofllcea.] 

Furniture  and  upholstery  materiaU,  No.  18138. — ^An  Amerlcaa  consular  officer 
in  France  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  In  his  dis- 
trict who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
furniture  and  uptiolstery  materiala 

Tanning  materials.  No.  18137. — A  firm  in  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consnlar 
officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  securing  offers  from  American  manufacturers 
of  tanning  materials.  Correspondence  may  be  in  KngUsh.  Beferences  are 
glTen. 

Threads  and  yams,  No.  18138. — ^A  silk  manufacturer  in  France  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  be  placed  in  direct  communi- 
cation with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cotton  threads  and 
yarns.  He  desires  to  purchase  for  Ills  own  use  as  well  as  for  sale  to  other 
manufacturers.  Correspondence  should  l>e  in  French.  Samples  should  be 
■ent  at  once. 

Steel,  6r<M«,  or  tinned  ferrules.  No.  18138. — ^A  firm  in  Canada  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  steel,  brass,  or  tinned  ferrules  for  paint  brushes. 
Bank  references  given. 

Coffee,  ruhher,  etc.,  No.  18140. — ^A  commission  merchant  in  Brazil  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  is  desirous  of  communicating  with  Ameri- 
can importers  of  coffee,  rubber,  and  Brazilian  hardwoods.  Samples  and 
full  Information  will  be  supplied  by  the  merchant.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  English.    References  are  given. 

Agricultural  machinerv,  hardware,  etc.,  No.  18141. — ^An  American  consnlar 
officer  in  France  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  his 
district  who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
agricultural  implements,  liardware,  sewing  thread,  pins  and  needles,  dress 
goods,  novelties,  etc.    References  are  given. 

Haberdashery,  No.  18142. — ^A  bn^ness  man  in  the  Netherlands  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  collars,  ties,  gloves,  trim- 
ming, hosiery,  slUts,  handlfAtvhiefs,  etc. 

Tractors,  No.  18143. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Greece  reports  the  name 
and  address  of  a  man  who  desires  to  receive  offers  for  about  25  automobile 
tractors  of  10,  20,  and  30  tons  capacity,  capable  of  mounting  grades  of  18 
degrees.  The  tractors  must  be  four-wheeled,  with  or  without  trailers. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Tutes,  No.  18144. — A  mechanical  engineer  in  France  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in  direct  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  Iron  and  steel  tubes  for  gas,  electric,  water, 
and  heating  installations,  as  well  as  accessories  for  these  systems.  He 
desires  to  arrange  for  an  exclusive  agency.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  1.  f.  destination.  Samples,  catalogues,  and  descriptive  matter  in  French 
should  be  forwarded  at  once. 

Machinery,  hardware,  automoUles,  etc..  No.  18145. — ^A  firm  in  Brazil  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  deslies  to  handle,  on  a  commission  basis, 
the  following  lines:  Machinery,  hardware,  jewelry  and  novelties,  automo- 
biles and  accessories,  paints  and  varnishes,  toys,  shoes,  drugs,  and  chemicals. 
References  are  given. 

Hosiery,  corsets,  etc..  No.  18146.^A  commercial  traveler  in  France  advises  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  witb  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  corsets,  corset  furnishings,  silk  hosiery,  etc. 
He  states  that  he  will  buy  on  a  cash  basis.  Samples,  prices,  and  full  in- 
formation should  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations  should  be  made  c  L  f .  desti- 
nation.   Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

WASHIKQTON  :  GOVBBNUBNT  PBIMTIMO  OVFICB  I  IMS 
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OASOUIIE  SHOBTAOE  IN  SWEDEN. 
[Charge  d' Affaires  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  Aug.  6.] 

Automobile  owners  are  viewing  with  much  anxiety  the  lack  of 
benzine  (gasoline)  in  the  country  and  are  attempting  to  find  various 
substitutes,  but  are  experiencing  difficulties  in  finding  a  suitable  one. 
This  lack  of  benzine,  together  with  the  lack  of  tires,  makes  the  opera- 
tion of  automobiles  a  difficult  matter  at  this  time  in  Stockholm. 


SCABCITT  OF  lEATHEB  AND  SHOES  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Charge  d' Affaires  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  Aug.  6.] 

On  account  of  the  security  of  leather  and  ^oes  in  Sweden  th« 
prices  of  shoes  have  risen  considerably.  The  retail  dealers  last  week 
raised  the  prices  about  20  per  cent,  and  it  is  anneunced  that  the  prices 
will  be  much  higher  in  the  near  future. 


CONSTJLAB  TBADE  CONFEEENCES. 

Cornelius  Ferris,  jr.,  American  consul  at  Bluefields,  Nicaragua, 
now  on  leave  of  absence  in  the  United  States,  announces  that  he  will 
be  in  Boston,  Mass.,  from  about  September  1,  making  headquarters 
at  the  branch  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


CANADIAN  OBDEBS  FOB  BAILBOAD  BOIUNG  STOCK. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Ang.  17.] 

The  Dominion  Railway  Department  has  placed  orders  for  rolling 
stock  aggregating  $1,250,000  for  Government  railways.  The  Cana- 
dian Locomotive  Works,  Kingston,  is  to  supply  15  locomotives,  while 
an  order  for  1,030  box  cars  is  divided  between  the  Canada  Steel  Car 
&  Foundry  Co.,  Montreal ;  the  National  Car  Co.,  Hamilton ;  and  the 
Eastern  Car  Co.,  Halifax.  Delivery  is  to  be  ready  by  the  crop- 
moving  period. 
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BES1TITS  OF  COHSniAB  TBADE-EXTEHSIOH  WOBE. 

[Congul  Wllltam  Dawson,  jr.,  Bosarto,  Argentina,  Jal7  14.] 

Although  it  has  not  been  practicable  to  make  a  minute  investiga- 
tion of  the  results  of  all  the  trade-opportunity  notes  transmitted  from 
Rosario,  most  of  them  have  at  least  led  to  correspondence,  and  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  a  considerable  part  will  eventually  accomplish 
something  in  a  business  way.  In  certain  instances,  furthermore, 
where  American  exporters  are  placed  directly  in  conununication 
with  local  merchants,  sales  are  made  which  do  not  usually  come  to  the 
attention  of  this  office.  Two  such  cases  were  recently  brought  to  its 
attention. 

RepresentatlTe  fonnd  f»r  Bioe  Exporter. 

On  Februaiy  19  the  consulate  received  samples  of  rice  from  a  New 
York  firm  with  the  request  that  they  be  handed  to  a  commission  mer- 
chant. The  broker  selected  reported  on  March  13  that  the  outlook 
was-  good  provided  definite  information  concerning  freight  rates 
could  be  secured.  As  no  information  was  available  at  Bosario  this 
office  cabled  at  the  expense  of  the  broker  and  obtained  the  data  de- 
sired on  March  16.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  on  account  of 
the  terms  (cash  in  New  York)  which  were  demanded,  and  also  on 
account  of  the  misinterpretation  of  the  first  order.  The  broker  re- 
cently reported,  however,  that  a  trial  order  amounting  to  $1,200  had 
been  placed,  and  that  a  good  business  would  follow  provided  the  first 
shipment  proved  satisfactory.  It  may  be  added  that  considerable 
quantities  of  rice  could  have  been  disposed  of  immediately  if  the 
New  York  firm  had  been  willing  to  accept  cash  on  delivery. 

Advertising  Novelties  Introduced. 

Qn.  <J^anuary  28  a  set  of  samples  was  received  from  an  American 
manuf^iCturer  of  calendars  and  other  advertising  novelties.  They 
were  handed  to  a  local  firm  for  which  this  office  had  already  trans- 
mitted a  trade-opportunity  note.  CJonsiderable  time  was  lost  in  cor- 
respondence, but  finally,  an  order  was  placed  amounting  to  about 
$400.  The  shipment  proved  highly  satisfactory,  and  the  importer 
informs  this  office  that  he  expects  to  do  a  considerable  buisiness  next 
season.  A  much  larger  order  would  have  ensued  this  year  had  it  not 
been  so  late  in  the  season.  The  same  firm. informs  this  office  that  it 
recently  ordered  about  $600  worth  of  ribbon  from  a  New  York  house, 
the  address  of  which  was  obtained  from  a  trade  journal  furnished  by 
the  consulate. 

[Consul  Harold  D.  Clam,  Corlnto,  Nlcaragaa,  Jul;  1.] 
Order  Beceived  for  Hlners'  Lamps. 

An  interesting  result  of  the  trade-extension  work  of  this  office 
during  the  last  quarter  is  revealed  in  a  letter  from  a  middle  western 
manufacturing  house,  stating  that  they  had  addressed  circulars  to 
the  mining  concerns  whose  names  had  been  furnished  by  this  consu- 
late, and  as  a  result  had  received  a  small  order  for  lamps  of  several 
different  varieties.  They  regarded  this  as  important,  because  being 
in  the  nature  of  a  trial  order  they  believed  it  likely  to  lead  to  more 
business  in  the  future. 

Other  instances  of  this  kind  have  undoubtedly  been  occurring, 
but  this  consulate  is  so  situated  that  those  stationed  here  do  not  have 
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much  opportunity  to  learn  of  the  results  of  their  efforts  except 
through  an  occasional  letter  of  this  kind  from  an  appreciative  Ameri- 
can manufacturer. 

CATTLE  RAISHrO  IS  EOHDTJBAS. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

Of  the  limited  number  of  industries  in  Honduras  which  are  at 
present  of  any  very  general  importance,  the  most  promising  in  many 
respects  is  that  of  cattle  raising.  This  is  particularly  true  through- 
out the  great  heart  of  the  country,  where  the  grazing  industry, 
though  still  undeveloped,  offers  much  for  the  future,  "inie  greatest 
single  obstacle  in  the  way  of  such  development  is  the  lack  of  roads; 
but  these  will  come  in  time,  and  the  present  administration  has  done 
a  great  deal  in  the  matter  of  building  them. 

There  are  of  course  some  things  to  contend  with  from  which  the 
ranchman  in  the  United  States  is  free.  Of  these  the  worst  is  the 
cattle  tick,  which  causes  the  tick  fever.  This  pest  was  at  one  time 
serious  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  its  presence  in  Honduras  that 
is  understood  to  be  mainly  responsible  for  the  existing  embargo  on 
the  importation  of  Honduran  cattle  into  this  coimtry.  There,  it  is 
claimed,  the  tick  does  no  great  harm  to  the  grown  cattle  on  the 
ranges^  out  among  the  calves  in  small  pastures  and  corrals  the  mor- 
tality IS  undoubtedly  heavy.  Some  of  the  more  enterprising  owners 
are  now  preparing  to  use  the  arsenical  dip.  and  indications  are  that 
this  will  become  general.  Another  obstacle  of  some  importance  is 
the  biting  of  the  cattle  by  the  local  sj)ecies  of  tarantula.  The  bite 
is  usually  about  the  fetlock,  often  causing  the  loss  of  the  hoof,  with 
a  high  mortality,  and  no  entirely  satisfactory  remedy  has  been 
found,  although  a  number  with  more  or  less  benefit  have  been  tried. 
Boys  are  paid  a  small  sum  apiece  for  trapping  the  creatures  ahd 
killing  them.  The  tarantula  is  even  more  dangerous  to  horses  and 
mules  than  to  cattle.  ,  ...... 

In  other  respects  the  conditions  for  cattle  raising  in  Honduras 
are  very  favoraole.  Tuberculosis  and  the  contagious  foot-and-mouth 
disease  are  unknown.  As  a  rule  the  animals  are  small  compared 
with  those  of  the  United  States,  but  they  are  hardy  and  usually  in 
good  condition,  and  with  a  market  once  opened  improved  stock  is 
sure  to  be  imported.  If  a  way  could  be  found  to  remove  or  modify 
with  safety  the  embargo  on  the  importation  of  Honduran  cattle 
into  this  country,  it  would  have  the  beneficial  effect  of  opening  up 
a  considerable  trade  field  where  we  have  at  present  little  business, 
besides  which  it  would  mean  a  great  deal  for  the  country  people  of 
Honduras  itself,  would  do  much  for  developing  the  interior,  and 
would  supply  inducements  for  the  investment  of  American  capital. 

BEaiTEST  FOB  AUEBICAN  CATALOGUES. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada,  Aug.  10.] 

In  order  that  local  importers  may  have  an  opportunity  of  inspect- 
ing catalogues  of  American  goods  I  would  request  manufacturers, 
exporters,  and  others  to  forward  to  this  consulate  trade  catalogues 
with  price  lists.  A  complete  index  of  all  catalogues  now  on  file  is 
being  prepared,  enabling  ready  identification  of  any  particular  cata- 
logue a  simple  matter. 
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AOBICTJITXIEAL  STNDICATES  IN  FBANCE. 

[Vice  Consul  Clarence  Carrlgan,  Lyon,  France.] 

While  the  farmers'  protective  associations  in  France  have  been 
ably  assisted  from  time  to  time  by  laws  passed  for  the  promotion 
of  agricultural  interests,  their  origin  is  primarily  due  to  private 
enterprise  dating  from  the  year  1884.  Laws  were  promulgated  in 
1884, 1894,  and  1900,  and  even  later,  touching  on  the  credit  to  be  ex- 
tended to  farming  interests  and  defining  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  various  societies  formed  to  protect  these  interests.  These  farm- 
ers' ffjoxdicates,  operated  as  they  are  with  special  legal  sanction, 
afford  a  strong  and  safe  protection  for  the  farmer — particularly 
for  the  small  farmer  in  whose  interest  they  have  been  especially 
created.  They  are  considered  by  law  as  commercial  organizations 
and  are  subject  also  to  the  governmental  decrees  affecting  such 
organizations. 

The  French  Government  has  done  much  to  advance  the  growth 
of  these  societies.  The  Bank  of  France,  for  instance,  in  return  for 
certain  privileges,  turns  over  to  the  State  every  year  a  large  sum  of 
money,  and  from  this  fund  advances  may  be  made  to  the  various 
agricultural  associations  according  to  their  pecuniary  responsibility, 
so  that,  for  a  properly  organized  syndicate,  there  need  never  be  a 
lack  of  funds.  The  law  demands  entire  elimination  of  private  in- 
terests or  the  possibility  of  stock  gambling  in  the  syndicates,  and 
they  are,  and  promise  to  remain,  strong,  active  societies,  rendering  a 
profitable  return  to  those  who  subscribe  to  them,  but  aiming  always 
at  the  advancement  of  agricultural  interests  in  this  country. 

Beffional  Assooiationi — Central  Vsion  In  Paris. 

While  the  operations  of  the  agricultural  syndicates  of  France  are 
quite  indtependent,  they  are  all  more  or  less  united  through  a  central 
unioil  in  Paris.  There  are  the  small  syndicates  which  form  the  base 
of  the  Organization  and  which  operate  over  only  a  small  territory, 
such  as  a  commune.  '  Then  there  are  the  so-called  re^onal  associa- 
tions, such  as  I'Union  du  Snd-Est  des  Syndicats  Agncoles,  with  its 
headquarters  at  Lyon,  covering  a  much  larger  area.  The  smaller 
syndicates  are  usually  allied  to  one  of  these.  Finally,  there  is  a  cen- 
tral union  in  Paris,  with  which  the  regional  unions  are  affiliated. 
This  last  bond,  however,  is  only  a  sort  of  moral  connection,  and  has 
been  imdertaken  merely  to  lend  the  organizations  a  central  strength 
in  cases  where  strong,  combined  action  might  be  necessary.  The 
methods  of  operation  and  the  financial  responsibilities  of  the  re- 

f'lonal  societies  are  quite  independent  of  this  central  organization, 
he  small  syndicates  may  in  the  same  way  remain  independent  of  the 
regional  associations,  if  they  so  chocae,  and  they  would  receive  the 
same  support  from  the  Government  according  to  their  financial  stand- 
ing and  reliability. 

But  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  associations  are  organized 
and  operated  solely  in  the  agricultural  interest,  and  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  illegal  gain  or  the  advancement  of  private  interest  The 
small  societies  need,  therefore,  feel  no  fear  m  allying  themselves 
with  the  stronger  regional  associations,  and  in  nearly  every  case 
they  do  so.  The  regional  associations,  having  larger  interests,  have 
also  larger  capital  to  work  with,  and  their  assets  assure  them  a  more 
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important  allowance  from  the  State.  They  equip  the  smaller  offices 
affiliated  with  them  with  full  supplies,  and  often  place  at  the  dis- 
posal of  their  associates  agricultural  material  that  the  small  societies 
would  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  if  operating  on  their  own  resources. 

the  Operation  of  Banks  or  loan  Societies. 

The  q^ndicates  may  or  may  not  operate  a  bank  for  the  extension 
of  credit  in  the  shape  of  loans,  but  as  this  is  one  of  the  principal 
aims  of  the  associations  they  nearly  always  establish  such  banks. 
Those  syndicates  which  are  allied  with  the  re^onal  associations  are 
not  obliged  to  have  their  own  credit  organizations  and  funds  unless 
they  wish  to  do  so,  as  the  regional  associations  will  act  for  them  in 
advancing  money,  discounting  notes,  etc.  It  is  always  advisable, 
however,  for  each  syndicate  to  have  its  own  fimds. 

Agricultural  syndicates  and  the  banks  they  establish  for  loans 
to  farming  interests  may  operate  under  a  limited  or  an  unlimited 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  association  members.  In  the  first 
case  each  member  is  responsible  only  to  the  extent  of  a  certain  defi- 
nitely fixed  amount — for  instance,  the  amount  of  his  original  subscrip- 
tion, or  several  times  that  amount.  In  the  second  case  the  responsibil- 
ity of  each  member  is  unlimited.  It  is  evident  that  the  latter  is 
preferable,  ance  the  capital  placed  at  the  disposal  of  such  a  society 
would  be  much  greater  than  that  commanded  by  a  limited  associa- 
tion. 

In  forming  one  of  these  banks  or  loan  societies  several  general  rules 
are  to  be  followed.  The  members  of  the  banking  concern  must  first 
be  members  of  an  agricultural  syndicate  or  of  an  association  for  the 
insurance  of  farming  interests.  Seven  subscribers  are  usually  the 
minimum  to  form  a  bank.  The  sale  of  shares  as  stock  is  forbidden 
by  law,  as  the  chance  to  traffic  in  such  stocks  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  primary  object  of  the  organi?ation.  Each  member  subs^jbe^ 
a  certain  amoimt  to  the  bank,  and  these  an^t^ijuit^  ipay,be..AJa.ry}ng, 
For  the  sake  of  facilitating  operations,  bowpverj  a  minimupi  sum, 
say,  50  francs,  is  generally  agreed  upon,  and  the  members  each  sub- 
scribe that  sum  or  so  many  times  that  sum.  One-fourth  of  the  sub- 
scription must  be  deposited  at  once,  and  the  fund  is  thus  started. 
The  regulations  of  the  society  are  then  arranged,  a  president,  secre- 
tary, etc.,  chosen,  and  the  necessary  civil  formalities  observed.  At 
the  end  of  a  season,  if  a  balance  remains  after  the  settlement  of  all 
outstanding  accounts,  at  least  three-fourths  of  this  balance  must  go 
to  the  creation  of  a  reserve  fund  until  such  a  time  as  this  fund  is 
equal  to  at  least  one-half  of  the  capital  subscribed.  The  surplus  can 
not  be  declared  as  a  dividend  for  the  members  of  the  bank,  but  it 
may  be  divided  pro  rata  among  the  syndicates  or  the  members  of  the 
syndicates  sustaining  that  bank,  according  to  the  profits  made  on 
their  respective  operations. 

Xentrth  of  loans  and  Knles  Governing  Tbem. 

Loans  made  by  the  agricultural  syndicates  through  their  banks  are 
divided  into  short-term,  middle-term,  and  long-term  loans.  For  a 
loan  of  any  class  the  reliability  of  the  borrower  must  be  well  estab- 
lished, as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  loan  is  made  with  a  strictly  agri- 
cultural end  in  view.  The  borrower  must  show  at  the  outset  that  he 
will  be  in  a  position  to  pay  the  full  amount  at  the  stipulated  time, 
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and  renewals  of  loaiis  are  made  only  when  it  is  evident  that  circum- 
stances have  made  it  quite  impossible  to  return  the  money  at  the  end 
of  the  term.  Such  circumstances  as  the  unexpected  loss  of  crops, 
mortality  of  live  stock,  fires,  etc.,  would  probably  render  at  least  a 
partial  renewal  inevitable.  Loans  are  generally  paid  back  on  the 
installment  plan.  The  following  are  the  rules  of  the  Credit  Agricole 
Mutuel  du  Sud-Est  with  regard  to  loans,  and  they  may  be  taken  as  a 
good  example  of  the  basis  on  which  these  farmers  loans  are  generally 
established : 

Short-term  U>ant. — Reasons  for  sucb  loans  are,  first,  parchaae  of  live  stock, 
fertiliser,  seed,  implements,  and  other  agricultural  material;  second,  advances 
on  unsold  crops ;  third,  discount  of  a  note  which  has  been  receiv^  In,  payment 
for  agricultural  products  sold  on  credit,  or  discount  of  a  draft  drawn  by  the 
farmer  himself  for  the  same  reason.  The  duration  of  these  loans  is  from  one 
to  eight  or  nine  mouths,  and  the  interest  charge  Is  usually  3  per  cent. 
.  Middle-term  loan*. — These  loans  are  a  new  Institution  and  have  been  very 
successful.  The  Interest  charged  is  slightly  higher  than  that  paid  for  the  usual 
loan  and  the  term  extends  up  to  three  years.  Reasons  for  sucb  a  loan  are, 
first,  care  of  live  stock  (feeding),  agreements  concerning  cattle  between  a 
fanner  and  the  owner  of  his  farm  If  he  himself  is  not  the  owner;  second,  pur- 
chase of  agricnltaral  Implements  and  machinery;  third,  improvement  of  farm 
buildings,  installation  of  dairy,  wine  cellar,  presses,  etc.,  building  containers 
for  animal  wastes,  and.  In  general,  such  work  as  tends  directly  to  the  health 
and  cleanliness  of  a  farm ;  fourth,  all  such  operations  as  are  covered  by  the  law 
of  1910  concerning  long-term  loans,  when  such  operations  do  not  demand  a 
large  snm  of  money  or  a  duration  of  more  than  three  years. 

Long-term  loans. — The  character  of  these  loans  Is  defined  by  law.  The 
amount  loaned  may  not  exceed  8,000  francs  ($1,544),  and  the  duration  of  the 
loan  must  not  exceed  15  years.  All  loans  of  long  term  must  be  guaranteed  by 
a  mortgage  on  the  property,  and  the  amount  loaned  must  not  exceed  one-half 
the  minimum  value  of  the  property.  Interest  is  charged  at  the  rate  of  2  per 
cent.  Such  loans  may  be  made  only  for  the  purchase,  upkeep,  necessary  change, 
or  rebuilding  of  small  farms. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  agricultural  syndicates 
and  their  allied  banks  in  France  are  a  strong  power  for  the  improve- 
ment of  agricultural  ^^ditions.  These  societies  may  receive  contri- 
butions, borrow  money',,  lend  money,  but  in  all  their  operations  the 
ehd  sought  must  be  the  improvement  of  farming  and  the  protection 
of  the  farmer.  The  greatest  benefit  from  these  associations  is  en- 
joyed by  the  small  farmer,  to  whom  they  provide  an  effective  means 
to  take  advantage  of  improved  methods  and  modem  conditions. 

[For  information  concerning  all  classes  of  French  commercial  organizations, 
Including  agricultural  syndicates,  see  the  monograph  on  "  Commercial  Oi^nlsa- 
tlons  in  France,"  just  Issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
as  Special  Agents  Series  No.  98  and  obtainable  for  10  cents  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the 
Bureau.] 

Poorly  Packed  American  Cotton. 

Consul  F.  S.  S.  Johnson  reports  the  arrival  at  Kingston,  Canada, 
of  11  bales  of  Southern  States  cotton  from  which  the  coverings  had 
almost  disappeared.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  iron  bands  the  import- 
er's loss  would  have  been  considerable. 


llie  short  apple  crop  in  England  should  create  a  large  demand  for 
American  fruit.  One  estimate  places  tlie  yield  of  early  apples  at  one- 
third  of  a  crop  and  late  apples  at  one-half  a  crop. 
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FOBEIGN  HASEETS  FOK  KTJBBER  HEELS. 
AXGEimirA. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Bosarlo.] 

The  demand  for  rubber  heels  at  Rosario  is  not  large.  Such  heels 
are  not  often  seen  in  stores  or  on  shoes.  The  principal  local  importer 
states  that  a  few  years  ago  four  or  five  times  as  many  rubber  heels 
were  sold  as  at  present,  and  attributes  the  falling  off  to  the  fact  that 
after  rubber  heels  had  come  into  favor  the  marEet  was  flooded  with 
cheap  grades  that  gave  rubber  heels  a  bad  name.    The  importer  in 

Question  has  handled  a  variety  of  heels,  including  American  and 
rerman,  the  latter  of  inferior  quality.  In  men's  heels  he  now  im- 
ports, almost  exclusively,  a  hign-grade  American  make,  which  he 
sells  to  retailers  at  $3.82  per  dozen  pairs.  Standard  sizes  are  carried 
in  stock. 

The  demand  for  rubber  heels  for  women's  shoes  is  very  anall.  On 
account  of  changing  styles^Jobbers  prefer  to  carry  round  heels  that 
can  be  fitted  to  any  shoe.  The  importer  referred  to  handles  German 
and  Argentine  (made  in  Buenos  Aires)  women's  heels,  all  of  cheap 
or  medium  grades. 

Selllnir  Hethods— AdyertisinK — ^Terms. 

Buying  is  done  either  direct  from  manufacturer,  through  foreign 
commission  house,  or  through  agent  in  Buenos  Aires.  The  most  ef- 
fective means  of  introducing  a  new  line  is,  of  course,  to  send  out  a 
traveling  representative.  It  can  not  be  too  often  repeated  that  cir- 
culars and  advertising  are  of  little  avail  unless  followed  up  by  per- 
sond  effort.  The  small  market  at  Rosario  might  not,  however, 
warrant  such  a  course,  and  in  this  case  an  agency  might  be  placed 
with  some  large  concern  in  Buenos  Aires  already  importing  leather 
or  other  shoemaker's  supplies  from  the  United  States.  Advertising 
intended  for  the  general  public  should  be  placed  with  Buelios.  Aires 
or  local  publications. 

The  generally  recognized  terms  of  paymieiit  are  90  days  from  re- 
ceipt of  merchandise,  although  some  of  the  strongest  houses  at 
Rosario  prefer  to  pay  cash,  for  which  they  receive  a  special  discount. 
Shipments  to  Rosario  are  generally  made  from  New  York,  either 
direct  or  with  transshipment  in  Buenos  Aires.  There  are  only  two 
jobbers  in  shoe  findings  and  supplies  at  Rosario. 

[The  nnmes  of  the  two  Jobbers  referred  to  In  this  report  cau  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  ofHces.  Refer  to 
file  no.  58177.] 

AVSIBIA. 
[Consul  Charles  L.  Hoover,  Prague,  Bobemla.] 

The  use  of  rubber  heels  has  become  general  in  the  principal  cities 
of  this  district,  Prague,  Pilsen,  and  Budweis,  and  it  is  reported  that 
the  market  for  them  in  the  other  towns  and  villages  is  also  growing. 
Even  the  poorest  cobblers  in  the  small  towns  generally  suggest  that 
rubber  heels  be  put  on  shoes  brought  to  them  for  repair.  The  sale 
is  limited  to  those  whose  circumstances  permit  them  to  wear  shoes  of 
good  Quality,  for  the  peasants,  laborers,  and  factory  hands  wear 
heavy  nobnailed  shoes  with  iron  bands  on  the  bottom  of  the  heels. 

Sizes  and  ttnalities— Packing. 

Twenty-three  sizes  of  the  ordinary  style  and  11  sizes  of  the  round 
form  of  rubber  heels  are  sold,  but  those  for  which  there  is  the  great- 
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est  demand  are  numbers  0,  2,  6,  6,  7,  and  8  of  the  ordinary  form. 
Sizes  0  and  2  are  for  women's  French  heels,  sizes  5  and  6  for  Cuban 
heels,  and  sizes  7  and  8  for  men's  shoes.  The  sizes  are  numbered  00, 
0,  1,  li,  2,  2i,  3,  3i,  3f,  4,  ^,  4|,  5,  H,  6,  6J,  6^,  7,  7J,  8,  8i,  9,  and 
10,  the  first  being  for  the  smallest  size  of  French  heel  and  the  last 
tor  the  largest  size  of  man's  shoe.  Those  made  of  the  best  quality 
Para  rubber  are  generally  8  milimeters  (0.315  inch)  thick,  while 
those  made  from  "recovered"  rubber  are  usually  11  millimeters 
(0.433  inch)  thick. 
As  low-quality  heels  cost  only  about  half  as  much  as  those  made  of 

Eure  rubber,  they  are  in  much  greater  demand  than  the  latter.  The 
eels  made  from  "recovered"  rubber  are  much  more  stiff  and  in- 
elastic than  the  high-quality  heels.  Both  red  and  black  heels  are 
sold,  the  former  being  used  on  tan  shoes. 

The  heels  are  sold  to  dealers  in  cartons  containing  12  pairS;  with 
the  necessary  nails  and  screws  in  a  small  envelope  attached  to  each 
pair.  The  better  qualities  are  also  put  up  in  dozen-pair  cartons,  but 
each  pair,  with  the  nails,  is  enclosed  in  a  separate  small  carton. 

Prices  and  Terms. 

The  following  table  shows  the  price  per  pair  of  the  different  sizes 
and  qualities  of  the  usual  heel  shape : 
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The  foregoing  are  the  catalogue  prices  quoted  by  the  factories  to 
the  wholesalere,  with  50,  25,  and  15  per  cent  discount,  payable  in 
six  months,  with  an  additional  discount  of  5  per  cent  for  cash  in 
60  days.  There  is  no  fixed  rule  for  discoimts  between  the  whole- 
saler and  retailer,  as  the  terms  depend  upon  the  size  of  the  order, 
but  it  is  usual  to  give  40  per  cent  discount  from  the  catalogue  price 
on  small  orders  and  50  per  cent  on  large  orders. 
Karket  Controlled  by  Austrian  Makers. 

All  but  an  insignificant  part  of  the  rubber  heels  used  in  this 
country  are  manufactured  in  Vienna  and  are  sold  by  the  manufac- 
turei-s'  agents  to  the  wholesalers.  The  latter  sell  to  the  retail  trade 
both  through  traveling  salesmen  and  by  correspondence.  The  manu- 
facturers appear  to  have  done  all  the  advertising  to  create  the  de- 
mand. Every  conceivable  means  for  securing  publicity  has  been 
resorted  to.  Showy  advertisements  are  carried  in  the  principal 
papers  and  posters  appear  in  all  places  where  they  are  likely  to 
attract  attention.  It  is  reported  that  one  of  the  two  leading  manu- 
facturers sent  men  to  visit  all  the  cobblers  and  shoemakers  in  the 
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coimtry  to  distribute  sample  sets  free  and  to  show  how  the  heels 
should  be  applied.  American  manufacturers  would  be  obliged  to 
conduct  a  very  aggressive  advertising  campaign  to  make  headway 
in  a  market  so  thoroughly  controlled  by  old  established  Austrian 
firms. 

[A  sample  set  of  rubber  heels,  a  set  of  models  showing  the  different  sizes 
of  ordinary  heels,  and  an  illustrated  catalogue  were  transmitted  with  this 
report  and  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
Its  branch  offices,  which  will  also  feupply  a  list  of  wholesale  dealers  In  rubber 
heels  at  Prague.    Refer  to  file  No.  56989.] 

FBAITCE. 
{Consal  Jobn  Ball  Osborne,  Harre.] 

Rubber  heels  are  extensively  used  in  the  consular  district  of  Havre, 
and  are,  if  anything,  gaining  in  popularity  and  favor.  All  sizes  are 
used.  The  circular  heel,  turning  freely,  is  the  only  heel  used.  Those , 
cut  in  the  form  of  the  heel  of  the  shoe  itself,  and  immovable  when 
affixed,  are  rarely  if  ever  seen,  and  are  not  on  sale  at  any  of  the 
stores.  They  are  obtainable  from  the  manufacturers  who  supply  the 
round  heels,  but  are  not  kept  in  stock  by  wholesalers,  middlemen,  re- 
tailers, or  shoemakers  because  there  is  no  demand  for  them. 
Kinds  of  Heels  on  Market — Prices. 

There  has  also  been  put  on  the  market  a  heel  in  two  parts :  A  sec- 
tion attached  immovably  to  the  heel  of  the  shoe,  and  a  circle  of  rub- 
ber fitting  into  it  and  turning  freely,  both  being  of  the  same  mate- 
rial. This  heel  is  practical  because  the  circular  section,  which  ex- 
periences more  wear  than  the  other,  can  easily  be  changed  or  replaced. 
There  has  also  been  exploited  a  rubber  heel  with  an  inner  leather  heel 
fitting  into  it,  attachment  to  the  heel  of  the  shoe  being  effected  by 
driving  small  brads  through  the  leather.  It  has  not  been  a  success. 
The  simple  disk-shaped  heel  is  the  only  one. that  is. salable. 

High-quality  heels  are  the  ones  most  in  demand.  Low-gr^d^,  heels 
can  be  purchased,  but  one  dealer  has  remarked  that  they  arc  the  best 
possible  advertisement  for  the  high-quality  heel.  The  best-quality 
heels  are  sold  wholesale  at  $2.07  per  dozen  for  men  and  $1.74  per 
dozen  for  women.  These  terms  are  for  goods  delivered  free  of  charge 
to  the  dealer,  invoice  payable  in  90  days'  time  with  a  discount  of  3 
per  cent  for  cash.  The  retail  prices  for  the. same  articles  are  $0.24 
a  pair  for  men  and  $0.19  for  women. 
Selling  Hethods — Terms — Shipments. 

Buying  is  done  either  direct  fi-om  the  manufacturer  or  from  his 
travelers,  who  visit  the  trade  frequently.  Shoemakers  alone  buy 
from  middlemen.  Almost  all  the  heels  used  in  this  district  are  im- 
ported from  England,  though  the  manufacturers  keep  a  large  stock 
on  hand  in  Pans,  where  they  have  branches.  Selling  is  generally 
done  by  travelers,  though  sometimes  by  correspondence.  At  least 
one  manufacturer  advertises  extensively  in  the  dailies,  weeklies,  and 
magazines.  Local  dailies  and  magazines  seem  to  offer  the  best 
vehicles  for  advertising.  The  terms  of  payment  are  almost  inva- 
riably 90  days'  time,  with  2  per  cent  discount  for  cash.  Shipments 
are  made  direct  from  England  or  from  the  warehouses  in  Pans. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  jobbers  and  shoe  stores  in  Havre  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
its  branch  offices.    Eefer  to  File  No.  M745.] 
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SOTTtH  AFUCA. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Gonaanlus,  Johanoesburg,  TTnlon  of  Sooth  Africa.] 

In  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  especially  in  its  larger  cities,  rubber 
heels  are  worn  by  a  majority  of  the  population,  the  greatest  demand 
coming  from  women  and  children. 

sixes,  styles,  and  Qaalities  In  Johanaesbnis- 

The  sizes  in  use  vary  with  the  style  of  shoes  on  the  market,  which 
are  the  same  as  in  the  markets  of  England  and  the  United  States, 
both  of  these  countries  exporting  large  quantities  of  footwear  to 
South  Africa.  The  styles  of  rubber  heels  having  the  greatest  sale 
in  the  market  of  this  consular  district  are  the  round  and  square  heels. 
There  is  a  small  trade  in  various  other  styles,  but  this  trade  is  so 
uncertain  that  few  dealers  care  to  stock  other  than  the  round  and 
square  heels. 

All  qualities  of  rubber  heels  are  sold  throughout  this  district, 
though  the  heels  of  poor  quality  have  only  a  small  sale.  The  tend- 
ency is  to  acquire  a  good  quality  of  heel  at  a  moderate  price.  No 
general  estimate  of  prices  can  be  given,  as  each  maker  has  his  special 
charges,  which  are  regulated  according  to  the  size,  shape,  and  quality 
of  the  heel. 
Selling  and  Advertising  kethod*. 

Many  of  the  large  rubber-heel  manufacturers  have  agencies  in  this 
country  through  wliich  the  buying  is  usually  done.  In  some  cases  the 
local  firms  have  branch  houses  or  representatives  in  other  countries, 
in  which  event  the  desired  stock  is  obtained  through  the  original  de- 
partment. In  most  instances,  though,  buying  through  local  agencies 
IS  much  preferred,  as  delivery  is  quicker  and  payment  can  be  made 
direct. 

In  the  market  of  tiiis  district  selling  is  done  both  by  travelers  and 
through  advertising.  All  the  coimtry  districts  are  canvassed  by  sales- 
men, and  many  small  branch  houses  have  been  established  to  supply 
the  markets  of  the  interior.  Poster  advertising  is  largely  used  and, 
w^hen  well  done,  apparently  produces  the  most  favorable  results.  It  is 
held  in  higher  favor  than  advertising  through  newspapers  and  peri- 
odicals, though  the  latter  is  practiced. 

Local  merchants  report  that  there  is  no  shortage  in  the  supply  of 
rubber  heels  and  that  orders  are  being  met  promptly  and  satisfac- 
torily. For  the  American  manufacturer  desirous  of  entering  the 
markets  of  this  consular  district  the  establishment  of  American 
agencies  is  recommended. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  boot  and  shoe  stores  In  the  larger  cities  of  the  Jo- 
bannesbnrg  consnlar  district  may  be  obtained  from  the  Burenn  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Ck>mmerce  or  Its  branch  offices.    Befer  to  file  No.  D6711.] 

SFAUr. 
[Consul  PerdTal  Garrett,  Malaga.] 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  more  than  an  approximate  idea  of  the 
extent  to  which  rubber  heels  are  used  in  this  district,  as  there  are  no 
statistics  of  imports  published.  Furthermore,  Malaga  is  a  district 
of  retail  stores,  and,  having  almost  no  wholesalers,  obtains  all  its 
supplies  through  salesmen  representing  general  agents  in  the  larger 
Spanish  cities  of  Barcelona,  Madrid,  or  Seville.    From  interriewsi, 
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however,  with  the  principals  of  the  stores  it  can  be  said  that  the  ex- 
tent of  the  sale  of  rubber  heels  in  this  district  is  about  200  to  250 
dozens  per  year. 

Xubber  Heels  In  Spain — Sources  of  Supply — Prices. 

The  two  styles  mostly  sold  are  German  and  American.  The  sales 
of  the  German  heels  are  said  to  be  twice  those  of  the  American, 
though  the  latter  is  considered  the  best  wearing  heel  on  the  market. 

Buying  is  done  through  salesmen  representing  general  agents  in 
Barcelona  and  Madrid.  The  purchasers  in  Malaga  of  one  of  the  Ger- 
man brands  were  under  the  impression  that  it  was  an  American  make 
until  informed  to  the  contrary.  The  American  heels  are  bought  from 
a  leather  house  in  Madrid. 

The  following  table  shows  the  wholesale  and  retail  prices  in  Bar- 
celona and  Madrid  of  various  styles  and  sizes  of  rubber  heels  in  use 
in  this  district.    The  freight  to  Malaga  makes  an  additional  charge : 
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The  supply  of  men's  rubber  heels,  which  are  an  American  brand,  is 
sold  out,  but  no  fresh  orders  have  been  given. 

Transshipment  Necessary  for  Xalag^a  Goods — ^Little  Advertisintr- 

Malaga  firms  desire  to  buy  direct  from  the  United  States,,  but 
Spanish  steamers  do  not  stop  between  CadiA  and  BarcelcHia  .-except 
when  outward  bound;  goods  must  consequently  either  be  trans- 
shipped at  Cadiz,  160  miles  south  of  Malaga,  or  go  on  to  Barcelona, 
700  miles  farther  north,  and  then  back  the  same  distance. 

Advertising  is  not  much  practiced  in  Spain.  The  majority  of  the 
poorer  classes  can  not  read,  and  the  better  classes  read  little;  the 
daily  papers  are  read  by  the  men,  but  they  contain  little  advertising. 
Advertisements  in  export  journals  would  be  a  waste  of  money,  unless 
they  were  in  Spanish.  Something  depends  upon  whom  it  is  desired 
to  reach  j  the  retail  storekeepers  here  can  best  be  reached  through 
having  bsts  of  their  names  made  and  sending  catalogues  to  them. 
The  l^anish  public  who  buy  rubber  heels  can  be  reached  as  cheaply 
and  effectively  by  attractive  signs  hung  in  boot  and  shoe  stores  where 
these  goods  are  sold  as  by  advertising  m  local  papers, 
limited  Harket — Terms. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  market  here  is  limited,  for  the  Spanish 
people,  as  a  rule,  have  not  much  money  and  would  think  twice  oef  ore 
buying  rubber  heels  when  leather  ones  can  be  had  much  cheaper. 

The  usual  terms  are  60  to  90  days  against  acceptance  of  draft  with 
shipping  documents  attached,  and  2  per  cent  for  cash  in  30  days. 
Six  months'  credit,  however,  is  often  given  now.  The  question  of 
terms  overbalances  the  consideration  of  price  in  the  minds  of  im> 
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Sorters  and  retailers  alike.    There  are  no  jobbers  of  rubber  heels  in 
[alaga. 

[The  names  of  tbe  retail  ('onlers  in  rubber  beels  in  Malaga  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  ofiSces. 
Refer  to  file  No.  55786.] 

[  Consular  Agent  Bartley  F.  Yost,  Almeria.] 

Almerla  District  TTses  Uany  Bnbber  Heels. 

Rubber  heels  are  extensively  worn  in  this  consular  district,  the 
round  heels  being  the  style  in  most  common  use.  These  are  fastened 
with  a  single  screw  and  may  be  revolved  when  one  point  is  worn. 
The  sizes  range  from  0  to  12,  the  medium  size  for  men  being  No.  5. 
The  public  here  desires  a  moderate-priced  article. 

The  purchase  price  per  dozen,  as  furnished  by  the  leading  local 
dealer,  is  as  follows:  No.  1,  $0.72;  No.  2,  $0.76;  No.  3,  $0.83;  No.  4, 
$0.93;  No.  5,  $1.02;  No.  6,  $1.11;  No.  7,  $1.20;  No.  8,  $1.30;  No.  0, 
$1.39;  No.  10,  $1.48;  No.  11,  $1.62;  No.  12,  $1.76.  . 
.  The  selling  price  is  nearly  double  the  purchase  price.  Most  of  the 
stock  is  drawn  from  Barcelona  through  agents  in  that  city  of  Ger- 
man and  British  manufacturers  who  send  out  circulars  and  price  lists. 

The  style  of  advertising  most  effective  here  and  in  most  common 
practice  is  the  handbill,  although  annoimcements  in  local  publica- 
tions and  trade  journals  are  also  made.  The  terms  of  payment  are 
cash  in  30  days  with  2  per  cent  off  or  a  credit  term  of  60  to  90  days. 
There  are  no  jobbers  of  such  articles  in  Almeria,  sales  being  direct 
to  dealers. 

[A  list  of  the  leading  shoe  dealers  of  Almeria  may  be  had  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
Befer  to  file  No.  54620.] 

SWITZEBLANS. 
rConauI  Philip  Holland,  Basel.] 

The  use  of  rubber  heels  is  extensive  in  Basel,  especially  by  the  mid- 
dle classes.  The  wearing  of  rubber  heels  is  for  economic  purposes 
rather  than  for  comfort.  No  patience  or  effort  is  spared  by  any 
class  to  coiTserve  the  life  of  the  shoe.  The  laborer  protects  the  soles 
of  his  shoes  with  heavy  steel  nails,  while  the  middle  classes  use  heavy 
leather  soles,  and  heels  reinforced  with  rubber. 
Sizes,  Kinds,  and  Prices — Bnyintr,  Terms,  Shipment,  and  Advertising:. 

The  sizes  are  3  to  8  for  heels  for  men's  shoes,  0  to  2  for  heels  for 
women's  shoes.  The  heel-shaped  rubbers  with  leather  inlay  are  the 
most  popular.  These  are  imported  from  Germany  and  France,  the 
German  make  being  considered  superior.  The  rubber  heel  is  fas- 
tened on  by  wooden  pegs  driven  through  the  leather  inlay.  Other 
styles  are  the  rubber-edge,  which  covers  only  that  part  of  the  heel 
most  exposed  to  wear  and  for  which  a  piece  of  the  leather  heel  is  cut 
out,  and  the  roiind,  metal-cross-center  rubber  heel,  the  demand  for 
which  is  decreasing. 

The  retail  prices  range  as  follows:  Men's,  $0.12  to  $0.18  for  the 
cheaper  and  $0.30  to  $0.36  for  the  better  qualities;  women's,  $0.16 
to  $0.24. 

Buying  is  done  through  local  commission  houses  or  through  travel- 
ing salesmen.  Payment  is  made  in  30  days  with  2  per  cent  discount 
or  in  60  days  without  the  discoimt.  Shipments  are  made  in  com- 
paratively small  quantities.    Advertising  in  open  daily  or  trade 
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journals  is  considered  by  the  dealers  to  be  more  effective  than  in  ex- 
port journals. 

[Tbe  names  of  the  Jobbers  in  Basel  wbo  bandle  rubber  heels  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  oflSces.  Refer 
to  file  No.  67233.] 

ITHITED  KIKODOH. 

[CoBsal  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  NottlnEbam,  England.] 
Conditions  on  the  BottlnKham  Karket. 

The  demand  for  the  revolving  rubber  heel  is  decreasing,  but  there 
is  a  growing  trade  in  quarter  tips,  sizes  1,  2,  and  3.  Th6  sizes  worn 
are,  for  men,  No.  1 ;  for  women,  Nos.  2  and  3,  in  quarter  tips.  There 
is  little  or  no  sale  for  solid  rubber  heels.  Medium  grades  are  mostly 
favored. 

Purchases  are  made  from  importing  houses  in  London,  Liverpool, 
and  Manchester.  Selling  is  done  by  travelers,  by  correspondence, 
and  by  advertising  in  periodicals  and  local  papers.  Terms  are  gen- 
erally 30  days. 

[An  illustrated  catalogue  showing  the  styles  and  prices  of  the  rubber  heels 
In  use  In  the  Nottingham  district  may  be  seen  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  ofiBces.    Refer  to  file  No.  56199.] 

WEST  nraiES. 

[Consul  Arthur  J.  Clare,  I'ort  Antonio,  Jamaica.] 

The  population  of  the  Port  Antonio  consular  district,  which  con- 
sists of  the  Portland  and  St.  Mary  Parishes  of  the  island  of  Jamaica, 
is  about  125,000.  It  is  estimated  that  about  10,000  persons  in  the 
two  parishes  are  using  rubber  heels.  The  sizes  in  demand  are  000 
to  3  for  women  and  4  to  12  for  men.  The  styles  usually  called  for 
are  the  round  heels  and  the  heels  shaped  to  fit  the  latest-style  shoes. 
The  round  are  used  mostly  by  women.  The  demand  for  these  styles 
is  about  equally  divided.  ,.,  ..,.; 

Qualities  and  Prices  in  Jamaica— Selling  Kethods,  ^Termt,  Shipments,' 

Both  high-quality  and  low-gi-ade  heels  are  in  demand,  but  owing 
to  the  limited  purchasing  power  of  the  people  the  latter  are  more 
often  called  for.  Betail  prices  vary  from  12  cents  for  low-grade 
heels  to  50  cents  per  pair  for  the  highest  quality  in  demand  in  this 
district.    The  purchase  prices  can  not  be  ascertained. 

Buying  is  done  direct  from  the  manufacturers  or  through  New 
York  commission  houses.  Traveling  salesmen  call  here  annually  to 
take  orders,  but  purchases  are  also  made  by  correspondence.  Adver- 
tising in  American  export  trade  journals  has  done  much  to  bring 
rubber  heels  before  the  importers  of  this  district.  Some  advertising 
is  done  in  the  Kingston  daily  papers.  There  are  no  papers  published 
in  this  district. 

The  terms  of  payment  are  drafts  at  60  days'  sight  against  shipping 
documents,  through  either  the  Colonial  Bank  or  the  Bank  of  Nova 
Scotia  (branches)  in  Port  Antonio.  Shipments  are  made  on  through 
bills  of  lading  from  New  York  to  the  port  of  destination.  Shipping 
documents  attached  to  drafts  through  the  local  banks  are  surrend!ered 
on  acceptance. 

[The  names  of  Importers  of  rubl>er  heels  in  the  Port  Antonio  district  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domsetlc  Commerce  or  its  branch 
ofDces.    Refer  to  FUe  No.  55619.] 
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mPOBTATION  OF  COMFOUNDEI)  MEDICfllES  IHTO  OITATEIIALA. 

The  consul  general  at  Guatemala  Cit]^  has  transmitted  a  copy  of 
Government  Decree  No.  162  of  1902,  which  regulates  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  and  the  wholesale  drug  business  in  the  Kepublic  of  Guate- 
mala. The  decree  covers  the  classification  of  medicinal  substances 
and  of  persons  dealing  in  them,  the  conditions  of  the  exercise  of  the 
profession  of  pharmacy,  the  handling  of  drugs,  medicines,  and  pre- 
scriptions, the  inspection  of  places  of  sale,  the  fees  and  charges  to  be 
paid  by  persons  engaging  in  the  business,  and  the  penalties  to  be 
exacted  in  case  of  noncompliance  with  the  regulations.  The  point 
to  which  immediate  attention  is  called,  however,  is  the  interpretation 

S laced  upon  article  26  of  the  decree  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
'acuity  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy,  and  contained  in  part  in  a 
notice  inserted  in  the  Guatemalan  official  newspaper  for  July  23  last. 
According  to  this  interpretatiouj  all  compounded  medicines  imported 
into  the  coimtry,  whether  proprietary  and  secret  or  not,  must  De  for- 
Mirarded  in  sample  for  examination  and  analysis  to  the  board ;  but,  in 
addition  to  this,  a  firm  of  wholesale  druggists  states  in  a  circular  to 
American  correspondents  that  an  advance  fee  of  $10  is  required 
in  each  case,  and  that  as  a  result  their  firm  alone  has  paid  upwards 
of  $1,000  for  such  analyses.  Since  the  information  at  hand  with 
regard  to  these  fees  was  derived  wholly  from  this  circular,  and  is  not 
contained  in  any  official  annoimcement  known  to  the  consulate,  it  is 
deemed  wise  to  bring  the  point  to  the  attention  of  American  manu- 
facturers who  may  be  interested. 

The  copy  of  the  GoTemment  decree  mentioned  and  also  a  copy  of  the  circular 
referred  to,  l)oth  of  which  are  In  Spanish,  will  l>e  loaned  by  the  Buiean  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  [refer  to  file  No.  64667}. 


mtZHTO  SECONDS  OF  PUEE-BBED  COWS  IH  CANADA. 

[  Consul 'Jalitu  D.  Dreh«r,  Toronto,  Aug.  14.] 

In  cooperation  with  certain  associations  representing  breeds  of 
dairy  cows,  the  Live  Stock  Branch  of  the  Dominion  Department  of 
Agriculture  began  some  nine  years  ago  to  keep  a  record  of  the  yield 
of  thoroughbred  milking  cows  in  Canada.  A  report  of  the  work  has 
been  annually  containing  a  list  of  the  animals  that  qualified  for  reg- 
istration, their  breed,  age,  ownership,  milking  period^  production  of 
milk  and  fat,  and  other  useful  information  on  the  subject.  The  work 
has  increased  from  year  to  year  until  the  last  report,  just  published, 
contains  152  pages  of  information. 

During  the  year  413  cows  qualified  for  registration,  including  196 
Holsteins,  123  Ayrshires,  36  Shorthorns,  35  Jerseys,  14  French-Cana- 
dians, and  9  Guernseys.  The  highest  records  made  were  as  follows : 
Holstein,  23,717  pounds  of  milk,  834  pounds  of  fat ;  Ayrshire,  16,696 
pounds  of  milk,  729  pounds  of  fat;  Shorthorn,  15,535  pounds  of  milk, 
540  pounds  of  fat ;  Jersey,  15,211  pounds  of  milk,  754  pounds  of  fat ; 
Guernsey,  11,445  pounds  of  milk,  520  pounds  of  fat;  and  French- 
Canadian,  10,767  pounds  of  milk,  453  pounds  of  fat.  This  report, 
which  is  of  special  value  to  dairy  farmers,  is  sent  free  to  persons  ap- 
plying for  it  to  the  Publication  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture at  Ottawa. 
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BBinSH  TBADE  FOB  JTJIiT. 

tCongiS  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London.] 

The  following  figures  represent  the  British  trade  for  the  month  of 
July,  1915,  compared  with  the  same  month  last  year : 

Exports,  July,  1915 $168, 972,  233 

Decrease  on  July,  1914 47, 126,  549 

Reexports,  July,  1915 45, 787,  877 

Decrease  on  July,  1914 . 7, 703, 057 

Imports,  July,  1915 367,  655,  057 

Increase  on  July,  1915 78,699,398 

The  total  value  of  exports  of  British  products  and  manufactures 
was  greater  than  in  any  other  month  since  the  war  began. 
Itemi  Showing  Secreasei  In  Exports. 

The  following  decreases  in  exports  of  British  products  and  manu- 
factures make  up  pver  75  per  cent  of  the  total  decrease  in  value  of 
exports  when  compared  to  July,  1914 : 

Coal,  coke,  and  manufactured  fuel  show  a  loss  of  3,185,921  tons, 
while  the  value  decreased  by  $7,193,602,  equal  to  over  15  per  cent 
of  the  total  decrease.  Fish  exports  decreased  by  1,027,118  himdred- 
weight,  and  by  $2,796,096  in  value.  Machinery  and  parts  show  a 
decrease  of  $7,736,076,  or  over  16  per  cent  of  the  total  decrease.  Cot- 
ton manufactures  show  a  loss  in  value  of  $11,593,030,  which  is  nearly 
25  per  cent  of  the  total  decrease.  Woolen  manufactures  also  show 
a  decrease  in  value  by  $6,852,810,  equal  to  about  14.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  decrease.  These,  statistics  tend  to  show  that  while  Great 
Britain's  export  trade  is  curtailed  in  some  directions,  in  others  the 
loss  is  small. 
Exports  of  Baw  Cocoa  and  Cotton. 

It  continues  to  be  the  case  that  many  classes  of  goods  the  exporta- 
tion of  which  from  the  United  States  to  neutral  countries  is  attended 
with  great  difficult' :;s  and  hazards  are  goipg ,  forward  fr^ly  from 
Great  Britain  to  the  same  countries,  and  in'  Sohie  cases  in  lat'^ely  in- 
creased quantities.  Exports  of  raw  cocoa,  for  example,  are  reported 
in  the  following  quantities: 


Countries. 

UarCb. 

April. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Pounds. 

Poundi. 

I,642,fl09 
276,388 
492,647 

1,532,970 

Poundt. 

1,555 

12,58(5 

16,600 

290,884 

Pounds. 
685,336 

21,6^7 

10,962 

496,012 

194,705 

1,160,746 

Netherlands     .... 

1,867.126 

For  July,  1915,  the  total  exports  were  7,039,067  pounds,  against 
1,283,585  pounds  in  July,  1914. 

Exports  of  cotton,  as  reported  under  the  cotton-statistics  act  of 
1868,  were  as  follows  up  to  August  5 : 


American. 


Total 
exports. 


To  Aug.  5, 1915. 
To  July  30, 1914. 
To  July  31, 1913. 


BaUt. 
220,847 
106,382 
163,832 


Balet. 
445,843 
271,980 
315,757 
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Export  of  Britith  and  ColonUl  amd  r«reicB  eoeds. 

The  following  table  shows  the  articles  of  export  of  British  prod- 
ncts  and  manufacture  and  of  colonial  and  forei^  merchandise  durr 
ing  July,  1915,  compared  with  the  same  month  in  1914,  and  in  some 
instances  the  countries  of  destination : 


Artidaa. 


BcrnsH  rmoDUCTS  AMD 

lUmiFACTUO. 

Halt cwt.. 

Rioe,  cleaned  and  milled 

cwt.. 

Wheat  meal  and  floor. do.. 

Bran  and  poUard do.. 

Fisb: 

Fresh do.. 

Sailed  or  cored — do.. 

Lard do. , 

ReSned  coconut  oO do. . 

Befiacd     cottonseed     oil 

tons.. 

Baflaed  patm  oil cwt.. 

Coal: 

Deomaik toot.. 

Sweden do.... 

Norway do... 

Netberiaodf  ....do... 

Russia do.... 

Wddl,  aheep's  and  lamfa 

.....TTT:. lb*.. 

Copper,  tmwToaght: 

K<rtherlaiida....t<Bt.. 

France do.... 

British    Eaat    Indlaa 
tons.. 

other  ooontriaa.do. . . . 

Coptwr,  wrought  or  mano- 

bctured toos. 

Norway do 

Hardware cwt. 

Roasia ;..do 

Norway do... 

Metbeilaiid3.....da... 

United  atsMa... do... 

Cabtt..,.^ do... 

Chile-;..; do... 

BraiQ do... 

Argantlna do 

Sewing  machines No.. 

Ships gross  toonaga. . 

Cotton  yam,  l>leached  and 
dyed  and  unbleached, 
lbs 

Sweden Iba.. 

Russia do 

Norway do 

Denmark do 

Netherlands do 

France do 

Turkey do 

United  States... do... 
Cotton  pieoe  goods,  un- 
bleached  .yds.. 

Denmark do 

Netherlands do 

France do 

Turkey do 

Argentina do 

Cotton  piece  goods,  bleach- 
ed   yards.. 

Denmark do 

France do 

Turkey do.... 

Argentina do.... 

Cotton  pieoe  goods,  print- 
ed  yards.. 

IXnmark do. . . 

Netherlands do. . . 

France do... 

Turkey do... 

Argentina. do... 


July,  1914.    July,  191S. 


17,184 

81,7«a 
174,137 
»2,074 

S4,»8 

1,007,084 

493 

1,648 

1,387 
1,303 

228,(00 
423,349 
172,368 
143,249 
870,385 

4,gC7,900 

42 


24 
Ml 

1,3»4 

10 

82,031 

818 

178 

1,086 

1,270 

1,202 

i;i» 

.    3,802 
2,140 

12;  Oa 
23,968 


19,866,300 
176,800 
151,200 
206,600 
89,200 
3,662,000 
431,000 
701,100 
414,400 

222:991,300 

486,400 

3,144,500 

65,600 

8,001,500 

579,600 

177,044,200 

662,100 

200,700 

11,817,700 

1,677,000 

102,001,000 

162,300 

222,000 

146,900 

11,305,300 

1,568,500 


110k»40 

106,660 

102,049 

4,114 

1,172 
93,507 
1,427 
6,(67 

106 
4,901 

871,193 
131,382 
243,107 
179,653 
10, 152 

879,600 


108 

30 
79 

1,020 
40 
39,770 
265 
302 
164 
407 

1,690 
364 

1,840 
687 

7,090 
907 


13,062,200 

107,800 

173,700 

434,300 

323,600 

1,265,900 

1,233,800 

25,700 

482,800 

190,414,300 

872,500 

1,283,900 

11,055,000 

42,600 

2,055,400 

174,179,700 

1,211,000 

1,682,500 

177,700 

4,397,300 

78,447,400 
329,400 
98,300 
506,600 
82,200 
3,(49,700 


Articles 


noDocn   AM> 

HANurACTtiRK— contd. 

Cotton  piece  goods  dyed  or 
made  o(  dyed  yam  .yds. . 

Denmark OD 

Netherlands do 

France do 

Turkey do.... 

Cotton     ria^i,     bandker- 
chiets,  shawls,  ate,  not 

in  the  piece .y^.. 

Denmarlc do. . . . 

Netherlands do 

Turkey do.... 

....Iba.. 
..do... 
..do... 
..do.... 
..do. 
-do.... 
..do. 
do 
do 


Wo(d  tops 

Worsted  yarn. 

RoBsla 

Sweden... 

Norway. 

Denmark 

Netherlands.. 

France 

United  States. 
Woiden  tissues. .yds.. 

Sweden.... do 

Norway. do 

Damiatk.. do... 

Netberlands do. . . 

Franc* do... 

Turkey do 

United  States.. .do.... 
Worsted  tissoas do.... 

Sweden do.... 

Norway do 

Demnaik do 

Netherlands.... do.... 

Franca. ........ .do. .. . 

Turkey do 

United  Statas.. do.... 

Carpets  and  carpet  rags 

sq.  yds.. 

Netberlanda.  ...do.... 

United  States... do.... 

Joteyam lbs.. 

Jute  manoftictiues.  yards. . 

Linen  mantifactnres,  piece 

goods yaidi.. 


OOlOniAI.  AHD  rOBBOX 
HIBCBAin>IBI. 

Wheat cwt... 

Wheat  meal    and    floor 

cwt.. 

Barley do.... 

Rfc>e..., do.... 

Lard do.... 

Refined  cooonnt  oQ.  do. . . . 
Refined    cottonseed    oD 

tens.. 

Refined  oUre  oil tun.. 

Cinnamon lbs.. 

Ginger cwt.. 

Onions bushels.. 

Cocoa,  raw the.. 

Coffee: 

Netherlands cwt. 

Sugar: 

Refined do.. 

Unrefined do.... 

Tobacco: 

Raw Iba. 

Manofactored. .  .do. . . 


JtdF.mt.  Jidy,Ita 


136,781,800 

»3,800 

1,039,500 

837,800 
7,211,900 


8,636,500 

143,000 

123,700 

896,400 

4)021,  TOO 

4,180,000 

140,100 

72,300 

131,8(0 

164,100 

83,700 

85,8(0 

249,700 

U,O6S,40D 

11,000 

10,700 

72,  MO 

846,000 

«B,300 

334,000 

1,403,600 

7,648,000 

38,600 

o,aoo 

15,200 
12,100 

6(,«ao 

17(,«00 

a;«8,M0 

87<10» 

HMO 

61,800 

4,238,(00 

12,091,200 

1<008,100 


87,713 
35,204 

u^5ao 

133,554 
15,524 


2 

151 

12,791 

1,723 

88,147 

1,283,585 

15,339 

3,(08 
43,118 

851,800. 
86,100 


95,578,000 

794,208 

368,900 

6,(n,30( 

3i^80j 

6,002,000 

ise,90( 

16,000 

5,200 

1,446,600 

1,083,100 

87,800 

31,900 

119,800 

19,7(0 

71,6(0 

n,aa» 

14,9(0 
1»,10( 

u(,4ao 

43,(00 
1,801,400 

U^30O 

4Sl,iM 

8,148,800 

38,100 

94,300 

8,880 

182,700 

18,100 

ItTSMOO 

(71,700 

6,700 

37,700 

1,781,400 

10,719,500 

U,  878, 700 


14,388 

138 

373, «( 

14, 1» 

3,289 

981 
44 

99,537 

4,041 

88,168 

7,019,087 

51,165 

3,307 
4,842 

6,064,809 
48,000 
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ArtklM. 


July,  1914. 


July,  1915. 


ArticlM. 


July,  1914. 


Jnly,  WIS. 


COlOmAI.      Al«1>     rOKEIQN 

HKBCBAMsm— eontd. 

Raw  cotton centals.. 

Bussia db 

Sweden do 

Mvtherlands do 

Unttad  St«t«s...do.... 

Ban*  wool lbs.. 

Metberbods do 

Franoe do.... 

XTnited  States.. .do.... 

Nuta  and  kernels  tot  ex- 
pnoBtaicoil tons.. 


142,529 

466,765 

43,912 

235,918 

4,667 

27,879 

4,636 

54,509 

42,193 

102,334 

16,442,976 

9,471,390 

237,635 

339,644 

8,699,361 

1,710,143 

5,259,813 

6,943,877 

3,034 


10,482 


OOHOmAI,    AND    rOBdON 
MZBCHAMDISS— OOntd. 

Unrefined     coconut     on 
cwt.. 

Petroleum: 

Lfunp  oils galls.. 

Motor  spirit do 

Lubricating  oU. .  do 

QasoU do 

Fuel  oil do.... 

Tallow,  unrellned  ...cwt.. 

Roela do 

Rubber centals.. 


40 


8,483 


18,501 

63,544 

22,091 

67,969 

89,551 

155,599 

100 

195,043 

25,977 

130,897 

114,050 

54,477 

10,835 

60,213 

80,327 

124,959 

Jmjfvri  Trade. 

Imports  were  less  by  $2,772^02  than  in  June  and  by  $208,145  than 
in  March,  but  they  were  greater  than  in  any  other  month  since  the  out- 
break of  war  and  much  greater  than  in  any  month  preceding  the 
war.  Articles  classified  under  food,  drink,  and  tobacco  and  under 
raw  materials  and  articles  mainly  unmanufactured  show  the  greatest 
increases  in  value  over  July,  1914,  just  as  they  have  in  previous 
months.  The  following  increases  make  up  72  per  cent  of  the  total 
increase:  Grain  and  flour,  $18,575,445;  meat,  $22,170,436;  and  other 
foiod  and  drink,  $16,211,898.  Of  the  last  item  the  increase  in  im< 
ports  of  cheese  alone  was  $4,511,362. 

Grain  and  flour. — 9,474,500  himdredweight  of  wheat  were  im- 
ported, a  decrease  when  compared  with  July,  1914,  chiefly  from  Ar- 
fentina,  of  1,729,460  hundredweight,  but  an  increase  in  value  of 
7.^94,587,  showing  that  decidedly  higher  prices  obtained. 
Fruits. — ^The  total  imported  was  le^  than  in  July,  1914,  largely 
because  of  the  large  British  crops  of  berries  and  plums ;  imports  of 
apples,  bananas,  and  oranges  increased. 

Iron  and  steel  and  manufactures  tl^ereof. — ^The  net  decrease  in 
Talne  of  these  imports  when  compared  with  Jwly,  1^14,  is  $532,818, 
nearly  aU  articles  showing  decreases  except  ttibts  and  pipes,  wire 
rods,  nails  and  screws,  and  rails.  The  United  States  furnished  in- 
creased amounts  of  basic  pig,  forge  and  foundry  pig,  and  ferro- 
manganese  and  ferrosilicon,  and  55,417  tons  of  steel  blooms,  biUets, 
aod  slabs  against  2,365  tons  in  Juljr,  1914. 

docks. — The  imports  increased  in  number  from  199,227  in  July, 
1W4,  to  248,642,  of  which  the  United  States  furnished  240,899,  or 
neariy  97  per  cent. 

Cotton  manufactures. — This  item  decreased  in  value  by  $2,021,364, 
conuMured  with  July,  1914. 

Woolen  and  worsted  mmtufactures. — ^These  decreased  in  value  by 
$2,683499. 
Artiele*  of  Import  and  (Inantity. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom 
for  the  month  of  July,  1914  and  1915,.  and  in  certain  cases  the  coim- 
tries  whence  imported : 


Articles. 

Jnly,  1914. 

Joly,  1915. 

Articles. 

Jnly,  1914. 

July,  1915. 

Wheat owt.. 

Russia do.... 

United  States..do.... 
Aifentins. do.... 

636,600 

1,957,413 

1»2,600 

9,474,500 

81,100 

2,366,400 

875,600 

Wheat— Continued. 

Canada cwt. . 

Wheat  meal  and  floor, 
owt.. 

3,347,200 
757,771 

2,395,100 
913,813 
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Artldss. 


Badey cwt.. 

Turkey do 

United  States .  .do 

British  India... do.... 

Canada do 

llaiie do 

Rounuoiia do 

United  States. .do.... 

Areentina do 

Beef,cblUed do 

I7nited  States,  .do.... 

Argentina do 

Beef,  troien do 

United  States. .do.... 

Argentina do 

Bacon do 

Denmarlc do 

United  States.. do.... 
Bom do — 

United  States.. do.... 
Cheese do — 

United  States.. do.... 

Onions bosliels.. 

Potatoes cwt.. 

Cocoa,  raw lbs . . 

Coftee,  Ineluding  roasted 

and  ground cwt.. 

Sogar: 

Refined cwt.. 

Unrefined do 

Tobacco,  nnmanubctur- 
«d lbs.. 

United  States.. do 

Tobacco,  manuEactured 
lbs.. 


July,  1914. 


1,098,800 

19,900 

234,400 

25,600 

441,300 

4,208,145 

2,026,900 

100 

1,839,245 

492,412 


476,378 

280,757 

SO 

65,978 

433,189 

265,686 

«0,753 

81,203 

74,185 

289,094 

3,0S2 

683,081 

416,684 

3,905,607 

37,789 

1,700,630 
801,140 

9,393,270 
8,262,222 

299,720 


July,  1915. 


706,400 
7,200 
296,000 
227,500 
29,900 
4,973,800 


98,203 

4,663,800 

230,165 

111,281 

83,060 
758,832 

75,551 
431,192 
700,608 
182,024 
428,061 
243,234 
217,749 
428,747 
127,637 
356,389 
593,942 
23,141,691 

144,389 

483,948 
1,411,635 

26.992,448 
24,209,987 

265,777 


Artidas. 


Cotton,  raw centals.. 

United  States.. do.... 

Brazil do 

Other  foreign  coun- 
tries  centals.. 

British     Possessloi 

and  Egypt,  centals. . 

Wool,  sheep's  and  lamb's 

lbs.. 

Ifobair  (Angola  goats' 

hair lbs.. 

Petrdeum: 

Crude galls.. 

LampoQs do... 

Motor  spirit do.. . 

Lubricating  oils.do. . . 

Qasoll do... 

FueloO do... 

Tallow,  unrefined. .  .cwt. . 
United  State3..do.... 

Rosin do... 

Cotton  yam lbs. . 

Cotton  piece  goods. . .  y ds . 
Woolen  and  worsted 

yam lbs.. 

Woolen  and  wonted 

cloths yds. 

Woolen  and   worsted 
stufEsand  flaniMls.do... 

Linen  yam lbs.. 

Linen  manufactures, 

yards 

Uotorcars No.. 

UotOKar  chassis. .  .do. 
jlotor  cycles do 


July,  1914. 


895,303 
463,798 
42,256 

'    £3,563 

336,688 

33,795,210 

32,795,210 

2,018,740 

17,127,785 

14,497,722 

6,215,498 

13,293,854 

19,257,252 

112,298 

78 

166,140 

1,283,834 

13,611,561 

2,241,452 

420,437 

5,423,862 
1,760,010 

1,443,311 
172 


July,  191S. 


1,3B4,2S 

906,500 

6,789 

34,682 

447,257 

S4,U8,U1 

S4,l<t>Ul 


16,010,643 

15,438,600 

10,433,790 

».S30,731 

3,520,501 

117,483 

3,323 

264,322 

47,537 

5,825,343 

38,911 

191,230 

430,-441 
34,901 

208,937 

1,899 

431 

49S 


[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Aug.  12.] 
Bradford  Shipments  to  tbe  United  States. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Bradford  consular  district  to  the 
United  States  during  July,  1915,  amounted  to  $1,686,615,  as  com- 
pared with  $3,580,432  in  July  last  year.  The  largest  items  last 
month  -v^ere  (the  figures  in  parentheses  being  those  of  July,  1914) : 
Eaw  wool,  class  1,  $316,913  ($817,135)  ;  class  2,  $2,858  ($497,877) ; 
Class  3,  $168,428  ($30,370).  This  is  the  largest  total  for  raw  wool 
since  the  embargo  went  into  eifect.  So  far  as  crossbred  wools  are 
concerned,  it  is  still  in  effect,  as  the  item  given  as  class  2  was  actually 
camel's  hair.  It  is,  therefore,  seen  that  the  exports  consisted  of 
merino  wool  and  carpet  wool  such  as  Scotch  black  face. 

There  were  no  exports  of  wool  tops,  but  a  small  quantity  of  camels- 
hair  tops  and  also  mohair  tops.  Snipments  of  wool  yam  amounted 
to  only  $14,906,  as  compared  with  $179,017  in  July,  1914.  Mohair 
yams  also  showed  a  decline.  The  value  of  wool  and  of  mohair 
fabrics  exports  was  $550,830,  which,  though  only  exceeded  once  this 
year,  is  nevertheless  a  big  falling  off  from  $1,150,817  in  July,  1914 
Shipments  of  cotton  cloths  (dress  goods,  linings,  etc.),  which  have 
been  below  the  customary  level  for  many  months  past,  reached  a 
value  of  $208,653,  as  compared  with  $308,577  in  July,  1S14.  The  ex- 
port of  silk  noils  has  been  restricted  by  the  embargo,  licenses  being 
granted  only  for  tussah  noils,  but  spun  silk  yam  reached  a  total  of 
$63,082  despite  the  fall  in  price. 

[Consul  Samuel  M.  Taylor,  Birmingham,  England,  Aug.  10.] 
Birmingham  Exports  to  Vnlted  States. 

From  August  1,  1914,-  when  war  was  declared,  to  August  1,  1915, 
the  value  or  exports  from  Birmingham  to  the  United  States,  com- 
pared with  the  previous  12  months,  fell  off  $1,007,000. 
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The  total  value  for  the  12  months  prior  to  August  1,  1914,  was 
$4,702,000,  and  for  the  succeeding  12  months  it  was  $3,695,000.  The 
declines  are  general,  but  are  more  pronounced  in  artificial  silks, 
yams,  metal  manufactures,  leather  goods,  gloves,  buttons,  and  chemi- 
cals. The  augmented  home  demand  is  responsible  for  much  of  the 
decrease.  In  other  cases  it  is  due  to  lack  of  labor  and  high  price  of 
labor  and  raw  material.  Orders  are  numerous,  but  exporters  can  not 
get  the  goods  to  fill  them.  The  decreases  have  been  mostly  in  the 
past  six  months. 

FOBECAST  OF  INDIA'S  JITTE  CBOP. 

{Consul  Oetreral  James  A.  Smitb,  Calcatta.  Jaly  22:  supplementing  Dundee  review  in 
COUMBBCB  Bbpobts  for  Aug.  23,  1915.] 

The  preliminary  forecast  of  the  jute  crop  for  1915  has  just  been 
made  public  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  Bengal  and  covers 
ihe  estimated  area  under  jute  in  the  three  Provinces  in  India  where 
this  fiber  is  grown,  as  compared  with  the  acreage  figures  returned  in 
the  final  forecast  of  1914.  The  figures  are  of  interest  as  showing  a 
remarkable  decrease  in  acreage,  due,  without  doubt,  to  the  great  tall 
in  prices  in  the  raw  material  last  year  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
when  shipments  to  both  Germany  and  Austria  were  entirely  sus- 

E ended.    Among  jute  merchants  in  Calcutta  the  official  figures  given 
ave  been  received  with  some  skepticism,  and  are  believed  to  con- 
siderably underestimate  the  acreage  actually  under  jute  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 
The  acreage  figures  for  the  three  Provinces  are  as  follows : 


Name  of  Provlnctt. 

Estimated  acreage 
under  Jute. 

Decrease. 

m* 

UU 

Benrat 

^^eBtern „ 

iNorttMcn 

SSS,S11 

1,5«,8M 

44  413 

330,120 

102,300 

297,369 

S91,38S 

1,1S0,4IB 

27,SSt 
215,339 
83,100 

1«9,IM 
254,  IX 

399, 4n 
16,867 

Bebarand  Orisaa ....••. 

1H781 

Assam 

19,300 

'  fnUl 

3,349,437 

2,3S5,1S1 

984,288 

Th^  following,  therefore,  are  the  decreases  in  acreage:  Western 
Bengal,  36  per  cent;  northern  Bengal,  31  per  cent;  eastern  Bengal, 
22  per  cent;  Cooch  Behar,  38  per  cent;  Behar  and  Orissa,  35  per  cent; 
Assam,  19  per  cent.  The  total  decrease  in  acreage  compared  with  last 
year's  area  is  29  per  cent. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  figures  for  last  year's  forecast  and 
tKe  amount  of  jute  which  has  since  come  into  Calcutta  or  been 
exported  from  India,  a  considerable  quantity  of  jute  has  been  left 
over  from  last  year's  crop. 


Imports  of  rice  at  Port  Limon,  Costa  Rica,  amount  to  about 
$150,000  annually.  Sixty  .per  cent  of  this  has  heretofore  come  from 
Germany,  22  per  cent  from  tlic  United  States,  10  per  cent  from  Eng- 
land, and  8  per  cent  from  China  and  other  countries. 
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PARAGITAT  AS  A  HAEEET  FOB  TOBACCO. 

(Consul  Samnel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asanclon,  Paraguay,  July  7.1 

The  annual  production  of  tobacco  in  Paraguay  amounts  to  about 
10,500,000  pounds.  As  nearly  as  can  be  calculated,  about  30  per  cent 
of  this  amount  is  consumed  in  the  country  and  the  rest  exported. 
There  is  also  a  small  amount  of  tobacco  imported  from  Brazil  and 
Cuba  for  local  use. 

The  tobacco  consumed  here  is  practically  all  used  for  smoking, 
as  chewing  and  the  use  of  snuff  are  not  indulged  in  to  any  extent. 
For  smoking  cigars  are  most  generally  used,  accounting  for  probably 
70  per  cent  of  the  total  consimiption.  Among  the  poorer  classes 
cigars  are  used  by  both  men  and  women  to  a  considerable  extent. 
It  is  customary  for  the  people  in  the  rural  sections,  and  to  some 
extent  the  poorer  classes  in  the  towns,  to  cultivate  a  ^mall  quantity 
of  tobacco  for  personal  use  or  to  buy  it  in  the  markets  in  leaf  form. 
This  tobacco  is  made  up  at  home  into  cigars,  generally  long  and 
shapeless  ones  which  last  for  an  hour  or  so. 

There  are  numbers  of  women  who  make  up  cigars  in  their  homes 
for  purposes  of  sale.  These  retail  at  from  8  to  75  cents  per  hundred 
and  are  smoked  in  large  numbers  by  all  classes.  There  are  two  com- 
panies engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cigars  of  better  quality,  ciga- 
rettes, and  tobacco  for  pipes.  The  cigars  manufactured  oy  these  two 
establishments  retail  at  from  20  cents  to  about  $2  a  hundred.  No 
figures  of  the  amount  these  establishments  produce  are  avt^lable,  but 
they  manufacture  only  a  small  percentage  of  the  tobacco  consumed. 

Next  to  cigars,  the  most  popular  method  of  using  tobacco  is  in  the 
form  of  cigarettes.  Practically  all  the  cigarettes  consumed  here  are 
of  domestic  material  and  manufacture.  There  are  two  companies 
engaged  in  producing  them,  the  prices  of  their  products  ranging  from 
seven-tenths  of  a  cent  per  package  of  12  cigarettes  to  8  cents  per 
package  of  18i    '.  •  .:li»     ■ 

Pipes  are  smoked  only  by  a  few  foreign  residents,  who  either  use 
domestic  tobacco  or  import  small  qiiantities  for  personal  use. 
Imports  and  Export*. 

Leaf  tobacco  was  imported  into  Paraguay  during  1914  to  the 
amount  of  23,754  kilos  (52^59  pounds) ,  from  thefollowing  countries : 
Brazil,  19,594  kilos  (43,107  pounds) ;  Chile,  16  kilos  (35  pounds); 
Cuba,  3,424  kilos  (7,533  pounds) ;  Holland,  670  Mlos  (1,474  pounds) ; 
United  States,  50  kilos  (110  pounds). 

The  exportation  of  tobacco  during  1914  amounted  to  4,532,577  kilos 
(9,971,669  pounds) ,  going  principally  to  the  Argentine  Republic, 
Germany,  France,  and  Holland. 
Import  Duties  and  Intemal-Bevenne  Taxes. 

The  import  duties  on  tobacco  and  manufactures  thereof  are  as 
follows : 

Cigarettes  In  general,  62  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a  valuation  of  $3.86  per 
kilo  (2.2  pounds),  weight  of  Interior  package  Included. 

Cigars,  Habana,  loose  or  in  packages  or  boxes,  62  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a 
valuation  of  $9.65  per  kilo,  weight  of  Interior  package  included. 

All  other  cigars,  62  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a  valuation  of  $2.90  per  kllo^ 
weight  of  interior  package  Included. 

Tobacco,  leaf,  of  all  kinds,  62  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  a  valuation  of  90.48 
per  kilo,  gross  weight 
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Tobacco,  grannlated  or  otherwise  prepared  for  smoking,  62  per  cent  ad 
Talorem  on  a  ralnation  of  $0.97  per  kilo,  weight  of  interior  package  Inclnded. 

In  addition  to  these  dnties,  there  are  the  foliowiug  charges  on  importation : 
For  aUngage  or  handling,  $0.03  per  10  kiios  (22  pounds),  gross  weight;  sta- 
tistical charge,  one-lialf  per  mil  of  value. 

The  internal-revenue  taxes  on  tobacco  and  its  manufactures  are  as 
follows : 

Tobacco  prepared  for  smoking,  in  any  form,  20  per  cent  of  selling  price  to 
consumer. 

Cigars  and  cigarettes  of  all  kinds,  20  per  cent  of  selling  price  to  consumer. 

For  tobacco  products  of  foreign  origin  there  is  an  additional 
intemal-reTenue  tax  as  follows : 

Cigarettes  In  general,  for  each  package  of  not  more  than  20  cigarettes,  |0.02. 

Cigars,  Haliana  or  Imitations  thereof.  $0.06  each  cigar. 

All  otber  foreign  cigars,  $0.04  each  cigar. 

Tobacco  prepared  for  smoking,  $0.04  per  50  grams  (If  ounces). 

There  is  no  Government  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  tobacco. 

Opportunities  for  Karket. 

The  demand  for  foreign  tobacco,  cigars,  or  cigarettes  is  very  lim- 
ited. A  few  of  the  foreign  residents  import  small  quantities  for 
personal  use.  The  natives  do  not  care  for  foreign  tobacco,  prefer- 
ring that  of  domestic  production.  American  tobacco,  chiefly  of  Eng- 
lish manufacture,  has  been  kept  in  small  quantities  by  one  or  two  of 
the  importing  houses,  but  the  demand  for  it  was  so  limited  and 
the  duties  and  internal  revenue  charges  so  high  that  they  have  ceased 
to  do  80.  The  demand  would  not  warrant  the  establishment  of  fac- 
tories here  for  the  manufacture  of  American  tobacco.  The  preference 
for  the  domestic  article,  and  the  low  price  at  which  it  can  be  sold, 
would  make  competition  almost  impossible  to  meet. 


PBINTINO  PBICES  DT  FOBEIGH  CirBBENCT. 

(Consul  Ernest  A.  Wakcfleld,  Port  EUzabetb,  Sontb  AMcft.  July  14.] 

On  various  occasions  the  desirability  of  printing  prices  of  Ameri- 
can goods  in  British  currency  has  been  amply  demonstrated  in  this 
office.  Some  importers  definitely  refuse  to  mspect  catalogues  unless 
quoted  prices  are  in  poimds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

The  importer  usually  reckons  on  the  basis  of  $5  to  the  pound  ster- 
ling and  IS  then  disappointed  when  the  price,  calculated  on  this  rate 
of  exchange,  exceeds  the  estimate.  Then,  again,  the  discounts,  which 
to  the  American  are  vastly  more  simple  when  in  dollars  and  cents, 
seem  to  puzzle  many  importers  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Now  that  an  opportunity  exists  for  a  decided  increase  in  American 
manufactures,  and  importers  are,  both  from  inclination  and  necessity, 
obdiged  to  devote  time  to  these  details,  the  desire  for  price  lists  in 
English  money  is  frequently  expressed.  Nearly  all  German  lines 
were  formerly  quoted  here  in  sterhng.  German  exporters  also  dis- 
plj^ed  a  willingness  to  alter  sizes  or  designs  to  suit  localities. 

This  office  has  had  a  number  of  exchange  cards  typed  (basis, 
$4.86C5=£1  sterling)  for  the  use  of  importers.  This  seems  to  answer 
fairly  well,  but  is  not  nearly  as  satisfactory  as  price  lists  in  English 
money  would  be. 
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COTTOH  TABN  IHPOBTATIOirS  DTTO  CHILE. 

[L.  J.  Keena,  American  Coosul  General,  Valparaiso,  Cblle,  July  12.] 

The  following  statistics  show  the  imports  of  cotton  yam  into  the 
Republic  of  ChUe  for  the  years  1913  and  1914,  with  totals  and  details 
regarding  countries  of  origin.  For  figures  for  earlier  years  for 
purposes  of  comparison,  see  the  monograph  on  cotton  goods  in  Latin 
America,  Part  iV,  Chile,  etc.,  Special  Agents'  Series,  No.  44. 


Conntryoforirtn. 

19U 

1914 

Poimds. 

Valt». 

Poonds. 

Value. 

TABN  IN  SKIIN3. 

12,368 

33,797 

102,225 

15,119 

7,939 

W,143 
16,786 
60,774 
7,510 
3,943 

9,017 
14,131 

76,746 

u,m 

Gfrmany 

7,018 

88,119 

United  States 

All  others 

9,568 

4,7S3 

Total 

171,448 

85,156 

109,462 

54.367 

TAKN  roB  WSATINO,  KHBBOmUUKO,  AND  STAHriNO. 

Belgium.. 

»0,970 
41,058 
814,132 
616,529 
600,497 

290,137 
10,994 
336,931 
2&6,203 
X2,275 

322,810 
70,533 
654,510 
410,130 
250,380 
39,131 
39,804 

133,614 

France 

a^itf 

Germany 

370^907 

Great  Britain 

1«9,7S< 

Italy 

103,038 

u^m 

Imlted  States. 

77,496 

32,076 

I<,M3 

Total 

2,859,682 

1,1S3,616 

1,787,388 

739,  sn 

wiomro. 
Germany ^ , ^ 

419 
68,983 
41,954 
20,271 

SS 

9,137 
5,556 
2,685 

4,200 

n,ae3 

30,180 
419 

556 

Great  Britain 

1,400 

United  States 

3,107 

All  others 

56 

Total 

131,626 

17,433 

45,822 

6.060 

Oeneral  Remarks  on  the  Foregoing  StatUtici. 

No  statistical  classification  is  made  as  to  white,  colored,  or  gray,  or 
as  to  the  amount  coming  in  single  or  doubled.  The  cotton  yarn  most 
in  demand  in  Chile  is  white  and  of  36, 30, 20, 16, 14, 12,  and  6  counts. 
Cops  are  generally  preferred  if  properly  prepared.  There  has  be^k, 
however,  some  criticism  of  American  cops  on  the  ground  that  diflfi- 
culties  arise  from  their  faulty  construction,  and  one  company  is  now, 
as  a  result,  ordering  yam  in  cones.  Another  factory  complains  that 
it  has  suffered  to  some  extent  from  short  weight  in  shipments  from 
the  United  States,  owing  to  the  use  of  too  much  paper  wrapping  and 
interlining  in  packing. 

There  are  no  houses  in  Valparaiso  which  import  cotton  yam  for 
sale.  [A  list  of  concerns  which  import  on  orders  and  of  the  factories 
which  are  the  principle  buyers  or  yam  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  branches.  Refer 
to  File  No.  64583.  Correspondence  with  these  firms  should  be  in 
Spanish  and  weights  should,  if  possible,  be  expresed  in  the  metric 
system.] 

Cotton  yam  is  not  produced  in  Chjle  in  commercial  quantities. 
Wieklng  for  Candlei. 

The  statistics  given  under  this  head  include  also  a  quantity  of 
cotton  cord  used  for  sewing  sacks  and  similar  purposes.    The  type 
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of  wicking  preferred  in  Chile  is  of  unbleached  cotton,  as  the  bleached 
article  is  considered  inferior  on  account  of  the  amount  of  ash  which 
it  leaves.  Candles  of  local  manufacture  are  of  poor  quality  and  do 
not  carry  well  the  ash  thus  given  off.  Wicking  is  not  stocked,  but  is 
either  imported  direct  by  the  candle  manufacturers  or  obtained  on 
order  through  one  of  the  importing  houses  referred  to  above. 

[Samples  of  some  of  the  classes  and  grades  of  cotton  yarns  most 
in  demand  in  Chile  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  and  will  be  loaned  on  request.  Hefer  to  File 
No.  G4583.] 

Opportunities  for  American  Trade. 

During  the  present  year  a  larger  percentage  than  heretofore  of  cot- 
ton yarn  purchases  have  been  mado  in  the  United  States.  Some  of 
these  have  been  direct,  but  the  bidk  of  them  probably  through  the  im- 
porting houses  just  mentioned.  The  opportunity  for  American 
products  in  this  trade  is  at  the  present  time  exceptional.  The  prin- 
cipal handicap  appears  to  be  the  lack  of  any  house  or  salesman  estab- 
lished in  the  territory  and  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  needs  of 
the  local  market  and  the  types,  grades,  and  prices  of  the  yams  and 
other  goods  produced  in  the  United  States.  If  at  any  time  it  should 
be  decided  to  establish  in  Chile  a  distributing  house  for  American 
cotton  goods,  with  a  view  to  the  intelligent  development  of  this 
branch  of  the  local  market — at  present  one  with  which  our  relations 
are  very  slight — ^yarns  and  wiclang  will  undoubtedly  form  important 
obiects  of  importation  and  sale. 


NEW  ZEALAND  TBADE  AND  DTDITSTBIAL  NOTES. 

rConsul  General  Alfred  A.  Wliulow,  Auckland,  Jnl;  13.] 
Bavinsrs  Deposits  in  Hew  Zealand. 

The  deposits  in  the  post-office  savings  bonks  of  New  Zealatnd 
^mounted  to  $92,697,233  at  the  close  of  1914,  a  gain  of  $6,332,801  for 
the  year.  This  means  a  per  capita  saving  account  of  very  nearly  $90. 
Sheep  in  New  Zealand. 

At  the  close  of  1914  there  were  24,465,526  sheep  in  New  Zealand,  a 
decrfease  of  333,237  over  the  same  date  in  1913.    The  production  of 
wool  for  1913  amounted  to  202,177,078  pounds,  which  was  an  in- 
crease of  2,062,031  pounds  over  1912. 
Itmbering  In  New  Zealand. 

Late  heavy  rains  have  been  very  favorable  for  lumbering  interests 
in  New  Zealand,  having  raised  the  streams  until  the  large  number  of 
logs  cut  have  floated  down  until  all  the  booms  are  full.  Log  supplies 
liave  never  been  larger,  and  the  output  of  lumber  is  expected  to  be 
greater  this  year  than  ever  before. 

Orading  of  Hemp  and  Tow  in  Hew  Zealand. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1915,  there  were  86,241  bales  of 
hemp  and  23,168  bales  of  tow  graded  in  New  Zealand  against  134,876 
bales  and  43,719  bales,  respectively,  for  the  same  period  ending  June 
30,  1914.  This  decrease  in  the  production  of  hemp  and  tow  was 
largely  due  to  the  lack  of  rain  at  the  proper  time.  A  large  crop  ia 
expected  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1916. 
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LAWS  SUeaESTED  TO  lESSEH  HDriHO  DAKOEBS. 

A  publication  of  considerable  interest  to  the  metal-mining  districts 
of  the  United  States  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines 
under  the  title  "Eules  and  Begulations  for  Metal  Mines."  It  is 
to  be  known  as  Bulletin  75,  and  the  authors  are  W.  R.  IngaUs,  J. 
Parke  Channing,  James  Douglas,  James  R.  Finlay,  and  John  ^ys 
Hammond.  The  committee  that  prepared  the  rules  "was  originally 
appointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  American  Mining  Congress,  at  Denver, 
Colo.,  in  November,  1^,  and  its  object  was  the  drafting  ol  a  modem 
law  governing  quarrying  and  metalliferous  mining  which  could  be 
recommended  to  the  several  States  for  adoption,  in  the  hope  that  the 

{>assage  of  such  a  uniform  law  by  the  mining  States  would  tend  to 
ower  the  number  of  fatal  and  serious  accidents. 

When  the  committee  took  up  its  work  it  found  that  Colorado, 
Missouri,  Montana,  and  New  York  were  the  only  States  that  had 
enacted  mining  laws  of  broad  scope  applicable  to  other  than  coal 
mines*.  California,  Arizona,  Idaho,  Kansas,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Ten- 
nessee, Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming  were  found  to  have  stat- 
utes pertaining  to  metalliferous  mining,  but  with  few  and  incom- 
plete safety  provisions. 

This  committee  of  the  American  Mining  Congress  did  considerable 
work  along  this  line  and  niade  a  number  of  reports.  In  April,  1911, 
Dr.  Joseph  A.  Holmes,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  invited  the 
committee  to  serve  as  a  committee  of  that  bureau,  with  the  idea  of 
preparing  a  final  draft  of  a  law,  and  this  was  accepted. 
Based  on  Composite  of  Existing  Laws. 

Starting  with  a  composite  of  existing  laws,  the  committee  by  suc- 
cessivc.gtages  endeavored  to  work  out  a  general  law  that  would  em- 
body tlie  best  mining; thought  of  the  day,  be  in  accord  with  approved 
modern  "mining  practices,  amd  at  the  same  time  be  effective  and  prac- 
tical in  operation  and  not  merely  a  collection  of  rules  and  regulations 
to  be  disregarded  or  Enforced  at  will.  The  committee,  in  discussing 
its  report,  says : 

We  consider  our  work  to  be  especially  of  educational  character  rather  than 
anything  else.'  It  will  be  useful  In  three  main  ways,  we  tblnlc — as  a  basis  for 
State  legislation;  as  a  basis  for  private  systems  of  inspection;  as  a  collection  of 
bimple  rules  for  the  guidance  of  everybody  engaged  in  mining. 

Since  the  publication  of  our  first  report  several  States  have  adopted  new 
mining  laws  and  amended  their  old  ones.  In  this  connection  our  code  has 
served  some  purpose;  for  example,  in  the  drafting  of  the  laws  that  now  stand 
on  the  books  of  the  States  of  Nevada  and  Arizona. 

Since  our  first  publication  most  of  the  mining  companies  of  consequence  have 
adopted  inspection  systems,  or  have  at  least  framed  codes  of  safety  rules,  which 
have  been  based  to  a  large  extent  on  our  code.  This  tendency,  in  fact,  has 
become  one  of  the  most  important  phases  in  the  national  movement  for  "  safety 
first." 

Xeport  of  Ednoatlonal  Value  to  Operators. 

We  consider,  however,  that  the  chief  usefulness  of  the  code  of  rules  that  we 
have  formulated  will  be  to  small  operators,  who  frequently  engage  in  unsafe 
practices  without  knowing  that  they  are  unsafe  or  without  thinking  about  the 
matter  at  all.  There  is  a  reasonable  hope  that  our  report  will  be  of  educational 
value  to  all  mining  operators. 

The  code  of  mining  rules  that  has  been  finally  drafted  by  the  committee  is 
the  coordination  of  the  experiences,  opinions,  and  suggestions  of  a  great  many, 
men  who  have  assisted  the  committee  in  an  advisory  capacity  and  as  directly. 
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employed  aids.  The  former  have  Included  many  engineers  actively  engaged  In 
practice,  members  of  professional  societies,  and  members  of  the  Iwr ;  the  latter 
liave  Induded  members  of  the  regular  staff  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  and  of  the 
personal  staffs  of  members  of  the  committee.  The  committee  confesses  its 
Inability  to  formulate  at  the  present  time  adequate  rules  covering  the  important 
subject  of  ventilation  of  mines.  Similarly  there  are  many  practices  In  open-cut 
mining,  by  steam  shovels,  etc.,  regarding  which  the  committee  has  felt  unable 
to  formulate  rules.  We  feel,  however,  that  the  rules  so  far  as  prescribed  may 
advantageously  be  applied  to  open  mining  whether  it  be  simple  quarrying  or  the 
cixtractloa  of  metalliferous  mineral)  as  well  as  to  underground  mining. 


nXVSTEATIVE  INCII)£]VT  IN  LATIH  AHEBICAH  IKABE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

As  has  been  several  times  noted,  American  merchants  have  yet 
many  little  points  to  learn  as  to  the  best  way  to  deal  with  business 
houses  in  Central  America.  Personality  plays  an  important  part  in 
business  in  the  countries  to  the  south  of  us,  and  manifestations  of 
friendly  interest  often  serve  to  cement  the  bonds  of  business  relations. 
A  case  in  point  has  come  to  my  notice  in  Panama. 

Last  May  a  fire  occurred  in  Colon,  Panama,  in  which  many  blocks 
of  houses,  including  many  business  houses,  were  burned,  with  a  loss 
of  some  millions  of  dollars.  A  month  or  so  later  a  business  man  re- 
ceived two  letters  in  the  same  mail,  one  from  a  firm  in  England  and 
the  other  from  a  United  States  concern.  He  had  been  dealing  with 
both  firms  about  the  same  length  of  time  and  was  apparently  in  the 
position  of  an  old  and  reliable  customer  with  both  or  them.  His  rat- 
ing, moreover,  was  first  class.  The  English  letter  was  in  cordial 
terms,  and  said  in  part : 

We  have  many  trading  friends  In  the  city  of  Ckilon,  and  we  are  anxiously 
awaiting  news  to  hear  that  none  of  them  have  suffered  from  the  fire.  We 
realize  full  well  that  business  can  not  be  very  brisk  on  the  Isthmus,  and  that 
this  Are,  coming  along  at  this  time,  must  indeed  make  matters  very  awkward 
for  people  in  the  City  of  Panama.  We  wish  to  take  the  opportunity  of  express- 
ing our  sincere  regret  at  the  disaster.  Of  course  the  burdens  of  the  present 
^tuation  in  Bhigland  are  falling  heavily  on  all  of  us,  but  we  are  meetivg  the 
situation.  Give  yourself  no  occasion  for  worry  at  the  state  of  your  account. 
We  know  how  conditions  are.  Send  on  your  orders  and  they  will  be  filled  as 
usual  and  upon  the  usual  credit  terms. 

The  letter  from  the  American  firm  was  short  and  ran  about  as  fol- 
lows: "Dear  Sir:  Owing  to  war  conditions  we  are  compelled  to  cur- 
tail our  lines  of  credit,  and  the  terms  in  future  will  be,  etc."  The 
terms  offered  were  practically  cash. 

The  contrast  between  these  letters  was  striking,  and  the  difference 
in  the  effect  they  produced  on  the  mind  of  the  merchant  receiving 
them  can  easily  be  imagined.  It  is  obvious  that  American  trade  with 
(Central  America  Avill  not  supplant  that  of  European  competitors 
until  such  details  as  these  are  handled  as  carefully  as  they  are  from 
Europe. 

Reports  received  by  the  council  of  the  British  Cotton  Growing 
Association  at  its  August  meeting  in  Manchester  gave  the  total 
crop  from  the  Sudan  this  year  as  amoimting  to  more  than  24,000 
bales,  valued  at  about  $1,500,000.  The  yields  at  the  experimental 
stations  on  the  Gezira  Plain  during  the  past  season  amounted  to 
more  than  450  pounds  of  lint  cotton  per  acre,  a  result  which  was 
accepted  by  the  association  as  showing  satisfactory  conditions. 
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TBADE  WITH  ITALY. 

[Consul  John  II.  Grout,  Ullan,  Aug.  5.] 

The  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  this  city,  in  a  recent  bulletin 
published  a  "  precis  (abstract)  of  articles  appearing  in  the  Italian 
press  "  on  the  subject  of  trade  with  Italy.  Although  only  Great  Britain 
and  Germany  are  referred  to  as  the  exporting  countries,  the  United 
States  may  well  be  substituted  for  either,  since  many  of  the  sugges- 
tions contained  in  it  should  be  of  equal  interest  to  American  mer- 
chants. In  addition,  it  may  be  said  that  only  German  exporters  have 
i^cen  well  supplied  with  direct  banking  facilities.  Some  years  ago  an 
effort  was  made  to  establish  a  British  bank  here,  but  this  was  given 
up.  At  present  prei>arations  are  being  made  for  the  establishment 
oi  an  American-Italian  joint-stock  bank,  and  it  is  hoped  tliat  the 
opening  of  such  a  bank  will  not  be  delayed  many  months. 

American  merchants  are  becoming  keen  competitors  in  this  market, 
much  of  this  progress  being  due  to  the  energy  and  work  of  the  Amer- 
ican Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan.  As  indicating  a  recognition 
of  this  growing  American  competition,  it  may  be  noted  that  rumors 
are  being  spread  to  the  effect  that  it  is  useless  to  endeavor  to  do  busi- 
ness with  the  United  States  on  any  appreciable  scale,  inasmuch  as 
shipping  conditions  are  an  obstruction  to  deliveries. 

The  summary  of  articles  published  in  the  Italian  press  concerning 
the  Italian  trade  situation  refers  particularly  to  the  difficulty  pre- 
sented by  high  prices  and  terms  of  payment.  These  are  described  as 
almost  insurmountable  obstacles,  i  or  certain  machines  produced  in 
Italy  at  100  lire,  foreign  firms  ask,  in  some  cases,  as  high  as  250  lire. 
Payment  in  advance,  it  is  said,  is  quite  impossible  for  a  country  like 
Italy,  in  which,  for  certain  goods,  even  payment  on  delivery  of  the 
goods  appears  impracticable.  Foreign  exporters  must  adapt  them- 
selves to  the  requirements  and  needs  of  the  market.  Excessive  con- 
servatism should  be  avoided.  The  statement  is  made  that  countries 
desiring  to  increase  tlieir  exports  to  Italy  should  rely  not  so  much  on 
money  and  facilities  as  on  men — men  who  will  "  cooperate  like  a  dis- 
ciplined army  "  in  carrying  out  a  whole  program  of  commercial  pene- 
tration. Special  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  using  the  metric  system,  rather  than  the  weights  and  measures 
employed  in  the  United  States. 

TIETIGTrAT'S  CUSTOMS  KEVEiniE  FOE  THE  TEASi 

[American  Minister  R.  E.  Jcllcry,  Montevldro,  July  8.] 

The  figures  prepared  by  the  Montevideo  Times  at  the  close  of  the 
financial  year  1914-15  show  a  decrease  in  the  Uruguayan  customs 
revenue  the  past  year  of  $Ji,564,400  from  the  preceding  year.  The 
total  for  the  year  just  closed,  $11,367,700,  is  the  lowest  in  10  yearS) 
the  figures  not  being  much  above  those  for  1904-5,  which  was  partly 
a  period  of  civil  war.    The  Times  says : 

This  heavy  decrease  can  afford  no  suriirlse  to  those  who  have  followed  the 
monthly  customs  returns  every  month,  with  the  exception  of  June,  having  shown 
a  decline  as  compared  with  the  corresiwndlug  month  In  the  prevloos  year, 
though  that  also  was  a  year  of  unbroken  decline. 

In  1013-14  the  Internal  monetary  and  commei-clal  crisis  was  the  sole  cause 
of  the  decrease,  but  in  1014-15  the  Euroi)ean  war  has  proved  an  accelerating 
factor,  as  has  been  the  case  in  all  the  Itepublics.  As,  however,  the  last  two 
or  three  months  have  shown  a  slightly  bfetter  tendency,  it  may  be  hoped  tliat 
bottom  has  been  touched  at  last  and  that  the  tide  bas  begun  to  turn. 
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XJinTED  STATES  REVENUE  FBOU  SHIP  EJUTUIES. 

Tonnage  taxes  collected  on  the  entry  of  vessels,  American  and 
foreign,  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30  were  the  largest  in  over  30  years,  amount- 
ing to  $1,314,916.80.  This  amount  is  $4,157.17  greater  than  for  the 
year  ended  June  30, 1914. 

British  and  French  ships  paid  $792,094,  or  $201  more  than  during 
the  year  ended  June  30,  1914;  German  ships,  which  paid  $186,844 
in  1914,  this  year  paid  only  $25,871,  nearly  all  of  which,  of  course, 
■was  paid  in  July  and  early  August,  1914.  American  ships  paid 
$104,736,  compared  with  $77,445  in  1914,  the  increase  bemg  due 
mainly  to  the  ship-registry  act  and  the  Government  war-risk  insur- 
ance on  American  ships. 

The  increased  receipts  from  American,  Dutch,  Scandivanian, 
Spanish,  Italian,  and  Japanese  ships  made  good  the  loss  of  revenue 
from  German  and  Austrian  ships. 

Revenue  from  tonnage  taxes,  contrary  to  expectations,  has  re- 
mained imdiminished  in  spite  of  the  European  war.  owing  princi- 
pally to  the  great  reduction  of  the  immigrant  traffic  and  ocean  pleasure 
travel.  Tonnage  taxes  are  levied  on  five  voyages  of  a  ship  a  3rear. 
Many  of  the  large  trans-Atlantic  liners,  which  ordinarily  make  10 
or  12  voyages  a  year,  have  been  withdrawn  from  regular  service  and 
employed  as  transports  to  carry  the  troops  of  the  allies  from  all 
l5arts  of  the  world  to  the  several  seats  of  war.  Their  places  in  Ameri- 
can trade  have  been  partly  supplied  by  cargo  steamers,  making  rela- 
tively few  voyages  each  and  paying  tonnage  taxes  accordingly  6n 
each  entry. 

COMMERCIAL  HANDBOOKS  ON  FOREIGN  COmiTRIES. 

The  series  of  business  handbooks  on  foreign  qoiintries  which,  have 
been  issued  to  date  by  the  Bureau  of  Foi^eign,  apd  Domestic  Cjom- 
merce  are  as  follows,  with  the  nominal  pric«  .affixed  at  which  they 
may  be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C: 

Australia:  Special  Consular  Reports  No.  47,  Issued  In  1911;  126  pages;  10c. 

Tfew  Zealand:  Special  Consnlar  Reports  No.  S7,  Issued  In  1912;  220  pages, 
with  map;' 15c. 

Russia:  Special  Consular  Reports  No.  61,  issued  in  1913;  253  pages,  with  large 
folder  map;  50c. 

Alaska,  Bawaii,  Porto  Rico,  and  Philippines:  Special  Agents  Series  No.  67, 
Issued  In  1013;  116  pages;  10c. 

Canada  and  Newfoundland:  Special  Agents  Series  No.  76,  Issued  In  1913 ;  94 
pages;  10a 

$o«th  America:  Special  Agents  Scries  No.  81,  Issued  In  1914;  216  pages;  25c. 

Dominican  Republic:  Special  Consular  Reports  No.  65,  Issued  In  1914;  36 
pages;  5c. 

British  India,  with  notes  on  Ceylon,  Afghanistan,  and  Tibet :  Special  Consular 
Reports  No.  72,  Issued  in  1915 ;  640  pages,  with  large  folder  map  and  25  illus- 
trations; exhaustive  reviews  and  statistics  of  India's  industries  and  commerce; 
cloth-bound  copies,  $1. 

The  annual  fire  loss  of  Canada  is  figured  at  $20,000,000  by  the 
Monetary  Times,  of  Toronto. 
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TOBEIGH  TRADE  OFFOBTUJfflTJLES. 

Beserred  addreaaes  mur  be  obtained  from  the  Bareav  and  Its  bnuaeh  ofle«s.  Reqaest 
tor  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  Ale  namber  given. 

Carbons,  No.  18147. — ^An  American  consniar  officer  in  the  TJnited  Kingdom 
reports  that  he  has  bad  a  request  for  qnotations  on  arc-light  cart>ons.  He 
states  that  a  Blmilar  request  was  recently  published,  wtiich  broDght  nndnly 
high  quotations.    The  inquirer  desires  to  act  as  an  agent 

Machinery,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  18148. — ^A  firm  in  France  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  receiving  offers,  price  lists,  cata- 
logues, and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  machlnea, 
tools,  equipment,  and  chemicals,  to  be  used  In  connection  with  its  cold- 
storage,  refrigerating,  and  Ice-making  establishment.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English. 

Electrical  supplies,  No.  18149. — ^An  agency  In  Italy  writes  an  American  consniar 
officer  that  it  wishes  to  receive  printed  matter,  price  lists,  etc.,  from  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  electrical  household  appliances,  such  as  flatirons, 
grills,  water  heaters,  fans,  etc.  It  is  stated  that  the  firm  has  large  show 
windows  for  display  purposes. 

Vulcanizing  machinerv.  No.  18150. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil 
transmit?  the  name  and  address  of  a  man  In  his  district  who  maintains  a 
repair  shop  for  vulcanizing  automobile  tires.  The  man  desires  to  import  the 
latest  models  of  vulcanizing  machiuery.  He  is  also  desirous  of  obtaining  rub- 
ber and  rubber  paste.  Ciommunlcations  should  be  in  the  Portuguese  language. 
References  are  given. 

General  agency.  No.  18151. — ^The  bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a 
business  Arm  in  Argentina  which  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters.  The  firm  does  not  specify  any  particular  line.  Samples 
and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once.  The  firm  states'tbat  It  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  business  conditions  in  the  Argentine  and  neighboring 
Republics.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.' 

Electrical  equipment.  No.  18152. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  in  Chi- 
cago is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  Arm  in  that  city  stating  that  it  has  an 
inquiry  from  a  business  man  in  Argentina  who  Is  Interested  in'  electrical 
equipment.  The  inquirer  states  that  he  Is  In  a  position  to  sell  large  quantities 
of  lamps,  lamp  cord,  and  electrical  appliances,  etc. 

Sides,  strap  rubber,  No.'lSlSS. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports 

that  a  business  man  in  his  district  Is  desirous  of  forming  trade  relations 

with  American  firms  desirous  of  Importing  hides  of  uoat  cattle  and  old 

.  rubber  tires.    He  states  that  he  is  In  a  position  to  furnish  100  tons  at  scrap 

rubl>er.    References  arc  given. 

Door  lock,  No.  18154.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  has  transmitted 
the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who  controls  ex- 
clusive patent  rights  in  the  United  States  for  an  automatic  door  lock  which 
is  used  largely  in  hotels,  private  houses,  offices,  apartment  bouses,  etc 
Interested  firms  should  correspond  in  Italian,  French,  or  German. 

Offlce  furniture.  No.  18155. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  would  be 
glad  to  have  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  from  American 
manufacturers  of  oak  offlce  furniture.  Prices  should  indicate  clearly 
whether  they  are  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  1.  f.  destination.  Prices  f.  o.  b. 
factory  are  not  desired.  He  states  that  it  Is  probable  that  a  large  trade  can 
be  built  up  In  this  line. 

Aniline,  No.  18156. — ^A  firm  in  Italy  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
It  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  aniline  dyes.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French  or 
Italian.  Samples  and  prices  c.  i.  f.  destination  should  be  submitted  at 
once.  Payment  will  be  made  against  shipping  documents  In  the  foreign 
port. 

Photographic  material.  No.  18157. — ^An  American  consniar  officer  In  Braxil 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  bnslnees  man  in  his  district  who 
desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  relative  to 
photograpliic  plates  and  iwper.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Portugueaeb 
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Ceresine,  No.  18158. — A  repreaentatlve  of  an  Italian  firm  Infonns  an  American 
consular  officer  tbat  he  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of 
American  exporters  of  ceresine  (Imitation  beeswax).  He  states  that  he 
Is  In  a  position  to  import  large  quantities  which  Is  used  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  floor  wax.  Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  Italian.  Sam- 
ples, with  c.  1.  f.  quotations,  are  desired.  Payment  will  be  made  against 
shipping  documents  In  the  foreign  porL 

OoM  laces  and  cords.  No.  18159. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  has 
transmitted  a  book  containing  samples  of  hand-made  gold  laces  and  cords 
which  are  manufactured  in  bis  district.  He  also  transmits  the  name  and 
address  of  a  business  man  who  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  American  importers  of  such  goods.  The  samples  may  be  examined 
at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  64711.) 

Brazilian  hardwoods,  No.  18160. — A  0rm  In  Brazil  has  Informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  owns  a  large  stock  of  woods  suitable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  pianos,  cabinets,  firearms,  furniture,  fittings,  etc.,  and  is  desirous 
of  communicating  with  American  importers  of  such  woods.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  EMglish.    References  are  given. 

Oxide  of  iron.  No.  18161. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  transmits  the 
name  of  a  representative  of  a  firm  in  his  district  who  desires  to  establish 
commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of  oxide  of  iron.  He  States 
that  he  is  in  a  position  to  Import  large  quantities  of  this  material,  which  Is 
used  in  making  floor  wax.  Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  Italian. 
Samples  and  c.  i.  f.  quotations  should  be  sent  at  once.  Payment  will  be 
made  against  shipping  documents  in  the  foreign  port. 

Handles,  No.  18162. — A  manufacturing  company  In  Canada  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  malleable  and  stamped  steel  handles,  tinned  or 
nickeled,  for  shoe  daubers.    Reference  Is  given. 

OH  drums.  No.  18163.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  is  interested  in  securing.  Immediately,  iron  drums  for 
oil  with  a  capacity  of  200  and  700  liters.  Prices  should  be  made  in  100  lots. 
c.  1.  f.  destination  In  gold  pesetas  or  francs.  Correqwndence  should  be  In 
Siianish.    Reference  is  given. 

Precious  stones,  No.  18164. — A  business  man  in  Russia  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  Is  desirous  of  establishing  commercial  relations 
,with  American  Importers  of  precious  stones,  such  as  rubies,  amethysts, 
'and  about  3,000  pounds  of  topaz. 

Agricultural  machinery  and  parts.  No.  18165.-^A  Ann  In  Spain  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  is  desirous  of  securing  prices,  terms, 
catalogues,  etc.,  of  agricultural  machinery,  gasoline  engines ;  also  parts  for 
machinery.  The  firm  wishes  to  purchase  on  its  own  account  Corre- 
spondence and  literature  should  be  In  the  Spanish  language.  Reference  Is 
given. 

Cement,  drugs,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  18166. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In 
Brazil  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  wishes  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cement,  drugs,  chemicals,  automobile 
accessories,  and  hardware.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information 
should  be  sent  at  once.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  References  are 
given. 

Ooal,'  No.  18167. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Russia  transmits  the  name 
and  address  of  a  railroad  official  who  desires  to  receive  names  and  ad- 
,  dresses  of  American  producers  and  exporters  of  coal,  who  are  in  a  posi- 
tion to  ship  coal  to  Russian  Black  Sea  ports  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Soom  409  TTnited  Statei  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  752  OUver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Loals,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbcrnia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhoase;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
«tiTe  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commeroe;  Xos  Angelei,  Chamber  of  Commeree. 
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PBOPOSALS  FOB  OOTEBNHEin?  SUPPLIES  AITO  COHSTBTTCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  Hhould  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  speclfieatloni  can  oaually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenoera. 
they  should  &ak  to  be  placed  on  the  malUne  lists  ot  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Docking  and  repairing,  No.  2589. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  lighthouse  Inspector,  Boston,  Mass.,  until  September  7,  1915,  for 
docking  and  repairing  light  vessel  Vo.  66.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars 
may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  al>ove  office. 

Bituminous  coal.  No.  2590.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  engineer  office,  room  707,  Army  Building,  39  Whltehnll  Street,  New 
York  City,  until  September  54.  1915,  for  furnishing  and  trimming  Into 
United  States  dredges  during  the  i)eriod  ending  September  30,  1916,  9,000 
to  25,000  tons  of  bituminous  coaL    Further  information  on  application. 

Telescopic  sights  and  telescopes.  No.  2591. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  for  34  2-lnch 
telescopic  sights,  model  of  1909,  and  4  extra  telescopes  with  carrying  cases. 
Further  particulars  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  above-named  office 

Excavation  and  construction  work,  No.  2592. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Malta,  Mont,  until 
September  20,  1915,  for  structures.  Nelson  Reservoir  South  Canal,  Milk 
River  project,  involving  about  25,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  1,700  cubic 
yards  of  concrete,  placing  of  115,000  pounds  of  steel  reinforcement,  placing 
of  85,000  feet  b.  m.  of  lumber  In  wooden  structures,  and  erection  of  450 
linear  feet  of  metal  flume.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  from  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  Denver,  Colo.,  or 
Malta,  Mont 

Drugs,  chemicals,  rubber  goods,  etc..  No.  2593. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  Medical  Supply  Depot  New  York  City,  until  September  1, 
1915,  for  furnishing  drugs,  chemicals,  rubber  goods,  surgical  instruments, 
scales,  sponges,  bandages,  corks,  flasks,  medicine  droppers,  opaque  Jars, 
pencils,  vials,  glassware,  etc.  Further  particulars  may  be  obtained  by 
addressing  the  above  office. 

Earthwork  and  structures.  No.  2594. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
'office  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Malta,  Mont,  until  Sep- 
tember 20,  1915;  for  earthwork  and  structures,  Bowdoia  Canal,  Milk  River 
project,  involving  about  215,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  450  cubic  ytrrds 
of  reinforced  concrete,  420  square  yards  of  dry  iiavlng,  placing  of  30.000 
pounds  of  steel  reinforcement,  and  placing  in  wooden  structures  of  about 
12,000  feet  B.  M.  of  lumber.  For  further  particulars  address  the  United 
States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  Denver,  Colo.,  or  Malta, 
Mont 

Construction  xoork.  No.  2595. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Coast  Guard  Service,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  September  21,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  a  boathouse,  crew's  guar- 
ters,  and  launchway,  moving  present  building  and  removing  old  lauucji- 
way,  at  Marblehead  Coast  Guard  Station,  Marblehead,  Ohio.  Specifications 
and  drawings,  form  of  proiiosal,  etc.,  and  full  infoi-matlon  may  be  obtained 
upon  application  to  the  superintendent,  tenth  district  Coast  Guard,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. ;  kec|)er,  Marblehead  Coast  Guard  Station,  Marblehead,  Ohio;  or  to 
above-named  office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2596. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Unl^ 
States  Reclamation  Service,  Newell,  S.  Dak.,  until  September  16,  1915,  for 
the  construction  of  approximately  3,285  linear  feet  of  60-Inch,  and  450  linear 
feet  of  24-inch  diameter  continuous  wood  stave  pipe.  For  particulars 
address  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  Denver, 
Colo.,  or  Newell,  S.  Dak. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2597. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
general  purchasing  officer,  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  13,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  either  at  Colon  or  Cristobal  (Atlantic  ports)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
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Canal  Zone,  Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  capstans,  switchboards, 
cables,  and  other  electrical  supplies.  For  further  particulars  address  the 
above-named  office. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2598. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
general  purchasing  officer,  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  10,  1915,  for  furnishing  manila  rope,  suction  hose,  packing, 
asbestos  gaskets,  steel  metal,  boiler  tubes,  propellers,  vacuum  gauges, 
steam  gauges,  grease  cui)s,  dies,  reamers,  files,  twist  drills,  screws,  horse- 
shoe nails,  machetes,  vises,  hoes,  anvils,  car  bits,  tackle  blocks,  spring  hinges, 
mule  shoes,  wagon  Jacks,  dustbrnshes,  wall  brushes,  soldering  coppers, 
cotters,  rubber  bands,  paper,  pencils,  and  lumber.    Circular  No.  963. 


JREW  ZEALANB  FUTANCES. 

[Australasian  Insorance  and  Banking  Record;  transmitted  by  Commercial  Attach^ 
WlUlam  C.  Downs,  Hclbottroe,  Australia,  July  14.] 

.  New  Zealand  has  not  followed  the  esample  of  Australia  in  estab- 
lishing a  Government  note  issue,  but  without  such  an  expedient  the 
results  shown  by  the  public  accounts  for  the  financial  year  ended 
March  31  last  are  of  a  favorable  character.  The  figures  of  the  or- 
dinary revenue  account  ta&y  be  summarized,  in  comparison  with  those 
for  the  two  previous  financial  years,  as  follows: 


Beoelpts  and  expenditoiea. 


19ia-I3 


19ia-H 


m4-is 


Bslanoe  at  beginning  of  year . 

Bevenoe 

other  receipts 


t3,9«7,«)0 

67,0S6,000 
1,200 


t3,4S1,80O 
E9,471,«X) 

«3,«n 


ta,OK,MO 

aO,S37,7DO 
1,278,100 


Total. 


61,014,600     63,416,600 


63,892,700 


Expenditure,  peraianent  and  annual  appropriations. 

Tnusfened  to  pnbUc-works  fund 

Other  payments 

Balance  at  end  of  year 


53,914.100 
3,648,700 


3,451.800 


Total.. 


57,632,800 

3,283,900 

523,  noo 

3,076,900 


60,227,800 

1,702.800 

1,237,000 

725,100 


91,014,000    «3,4U,eOO 


«9,e»2,7a> 


'  The  total  revenue,  $60,537,700,  shows  ah  irittease  of  $1,066,300  as 
compared  with  the  previous  financial  year.  Customs  revenue  shows 
a  decrease  of  $1,262,300,  stamp  and  death  duties  an  increase  of  $949,- 
800,  and  railways  an  increase  of  $379,200,  the  railway  revenue  being 
$19,979,000  for  1914^15,  against  $19,599,800  for  1913-14.  The  public- 
worbs  fund  shows  an  expenditure  <mi  works  amoimting  to  $12,441,200 
(against  $11,782,000  for  the  previous  financial  year),  of  which 
$1,702,800  is  provided  from  revenue  by  means  of  the  above-men- 
tioned transfer,  and  the  balance  out  of  loans.  Of  the  total  public- 
works  expenditure,  $5,579^00  is  on  account  of  railways,  against 
$6,375,300  in  1913-14.  Relatively  to  population,  New  Zealand  loan 
expenditure  is  now  on  a  much  smaller  scale  than  in  Australia,  and 
the  position  has  been  more  easily  manageable.  The  war-expenses 
Account  shows  expenditure  under  the  public  revenues  amendment  act, 
1914,  section  8,  $10,468,700,  and  appropriation  act,  1914,  section  25, 
$97,300.  

A  single  metric  ton  (2,204.6  pounds)  represented  Sweden's  export 
trade  in  oats  during  the  three  months  ended  with  March,  1915.  This 
is  in  marked  contrast  to  shipments  of  20,495  metric  tons  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1914  and  20,212  tons  in  January-March,  1913. 
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FTBSr  NATIONAL  EXPOSITION  OF  COBN  IN  BBAZIL. 

[Consul  Maddin  Sommera,  SIo  Paulo,  Braill,  July  23.] 

'  The  first  national  exposition  of  com  in  Brazil  was  held  in  Sao 
Paulo  in  the  rooms  of  the  Sociedade  Paulista  de  Agricultura  during 
three  days  of  last  July.  It  was  modeled  on  those  which  have  met 
with  such  success  in  the  United  States,  for  it  was  initiated  bj  Conde 
Amadeu  A.  Barbiellini,  the  editor  of  the  well-known  agricultural 
review  Chacaras  e  Quintaes  and  a  ^reat  admirer  of  the  American 
methods  of  agriculture.  It  was  held  under  the  patronage  of  the 
state  minister  of  agriculture. 

The  exposition  was  visited  by  prominent  planters  from  many 
States,  who  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  supply  themselves 
with  high-grade  seed  for  the  coming  crops.  The  exhibits  were  par- 
ticularly numerous  from  the  States  of  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Santa 
Catharina,  Paran&,  Sao  Paulo,  Matto  Grosso,  and  Minas  G«raes,  the 
specimens  from  the  south  being  exceptionally  fine.  Many  handsome 
premiums  were  awarded,  among  which  were  a  large  number  of 
American  agricultural  machines.  These  were  exhibited  in  the  expo- 
sition rooms  and  were  greatly  admired. 

Proposed  O^ranlzation  of  "Com  Clubs." 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  organizers  to  form  " com  clubs"  through- 
out the  country,  to  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  United 
States.  At  the  opening  ceremonies  the  director,  Dr.  Benjamin  Hun- 
nicutt,  referred  in  enthusiastic  terms  to  the  success  of  such  institu- 
tions in  the  country  where  they  originated,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  they  could  be  fostered  in  Brazil. 

The  large  cattle  industry  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  is  creating  an 
additional  demand  for  com,  and  the  local  agricultural  authorities 
are  doing  everything  possible  to  improve  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  the  crops. 

The  State  produced,  in  1910,  27,949,400  bushels;  1911,  27,900,000 
bushels;  1912,  31,210,000  bushels;  1913,  28,400,000  bushels;  1914, 
27,925,000  bushels  (estimated).  No  com  is  exported  and  none  im- 
ported, as  the  State  grows  enough  for  its  own  consumption. 


A  factor  which  will  operate  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  cane  cut  for 
sugar  in  Queensland,  Australia,  this  season  is  the  demand  for  fodder. 
Many  farmers  are  selling  their  cane  for  this  purpose,  while  all  the 
tops  are  being  gathered  up  and  sent  to  stock  districts.  Queensland 
exported  7,500  pounds  of  sugar  from  cane  in  1913,  the  last  year  for 
which  figures  are  available,  with  a  total  value  of  $394.  Of  this 
amount  7,000  poimds  was  Australian  product. 


The  customs  revenue  of  the  Uruguayan  Government  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1915,  totaled  $11,754,212  United  States  gold,  or 
$3,685,590  less  than  in  the  preceding  twelvemonth.  Jime,  1915,  was 
the  only  month  during  the  year  that  showed  a  gain  in  revenue  over 
the  corresponding  month  of  1913-14. 
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PSOVISIONS  OF  COTTOK-FUTTTBES  ACT  IirrEBFBETED. 

Numerous  questions  which  have  been  raised  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
cotton  futures  act  in  specific  instances,  and  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by  persons  interested  in  the  re- 
spective transactions,  form  the  subject  of  a  series  of  opinions  issued 
in  printed  form  by  the  Office  of  Markets  and  Rural  Organization,  the 
same  publication  including  an  address  on  the  cotton  futures  act  de- 
livered before  the  Alabama  State  Bar  Association  by  Francis  G. 
Caffey,  Solicitor  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  opinions  relate  to  the  authority  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture under  this  legislation,  including  the  lack  of  authority  to  as- 
sume liability  for  cotton  unfit  for  delivery  or  of  facilities  for  super- 
vising or  enforcing  the  fulfillment  of  contracts,  the  possible  exten- 
sion of  time  for  fihng  complaints,  and  the  limitation  of  its  authority 
to  pass  on  the  presence  of  foreign  matter  in  cotton,  treatment  of 
alleged  fictitious  disputes,  transactions  exempt  from  taxation,  and 
the  tender  of  undeliverable  cotton.  The  opinions  are  presented  by 
Charles  J.  Brand,  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Markets. 

The  possibility  of  extending  the  time  for  the  tiling  of  complaints 
is  pointed  out  in  reply  to  a  question  on  the  subject.  The  explana- 
tion is  given  that  the  period  of  time  allowed  by  the  regulations — on 
or  prior  to  the  tenth  day  succeeding  the  day  on  which  the  person 
making  a  tender  gives  to  the  person  receiving  it  written  notice  of 
the  date  of  the  delivery  of  the  cotton  involved — was  fixed  to  suit  the 
average  case,  and  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose;  but  in 
exceptional  cases  an  extension  of  time  for  a  reasonable  period  may  bo 
applied  for  and  may  be  granted  within  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary. 

In  the  same  letter,  in  reply  to  the  complaint  that  the  receiver  is 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  m  being  required  to  pay  at  the  time  of 
tender  for  undeliverable  cotton  that  is  tendered,  so  that  the  tenderer 
has  the  use  and  control  of  the  money  until  it  is  decided  whether  or 
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not  the  cotton  is  of  a  deliverable  grade  or  quality  or  length  of 
staple,  the  Office  of  Markets  suggests  that  much  of  the  difficulty 
would  be  obviated  if  a  rule  were  adopted  by  the  exchange,  and  made 
a  part  of  the  contracts,  to  the  effect  that  payment  to  the  receiver  of 
all  or  a  part  of  the  money  be  withheld,  or  that  it  be  put  in  trust,  to 
be  paid  over  as  the  interest  of  the  parties  appear. 

These  opinions  in  full,  together  with  the  other  material  included 
in  the. pamphlet,  may  be  obtained,  without  charge,  in  "Service  and 
Regulatory  Announcements  No.  5,"  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Office  of  the  Markets,  by  application  to  the  Division  of 
Publications,  Department  of  Agriculture. 


BITUHEN  DEPOSIT  IN  HONDUBAS. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

There  has  been  discovered  in  Honduras,  on  the  west  coast,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Juticalpa,  a  deposit  of  remarkably  pure  bitumen,  or 
asphalt.  Prospects  uncovered  for  over  150  yards  show  the  bed  to  be 
of  great  purity,  and  there  are  outcroppings  for  several  miles.  The 
discovery  was  made  by  an  American  citizen,  resident  in  Honduras, 
who  has  the  control  of  the  property,  and  who  is  anxious  to  interest 
capital  to  develop  the  field.  It  is  considerably  distant  from  the 
Pacific  port  of  Amapala,  which  will  have  to  be  the  port  of  shipment, 
but  is  on  the  line  of  a  new  model  road  the  Government  of  Honduras 
is  preparing  to  construct,  so  that  motor  transportation  will  soon  be 
available,  and  it  is  not  greatly  distant  from  the  logical  line  of  the 
contemplated  railroad  from  Amapala  to  the  interior  of  Honduras, 
There  are  over  15,000  acres  in  the  tract  that  is  controlled  by  the 
man'  who  discovered  the  deposit.  [The  name  and  address  of  the 
mah'  who  discovered  the  deposit  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  branches — prefer  to  File 
No.  640.]  

SEOISTEBED  TONNAGE  OF  AUEBICAN  VESSELS. 

American  ships  registered  for  the  foreign  trade  on  June  80,  1915, 
numbered  2,768,  of  1,813,775  gross  tons,  an  increase  of  737,623  gross 
tons  over  American  shipping  for  foreign  trade  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  1914.  This  is  about  triple  the  increase  in  registered  tonnage 
for  any  previous  year  in  American  history. 

Our  registered  tonnage  is  now  much  greater  than  at  any  time  since 
1863,  when  we  had  2,026,114  gross  tons  in  foreign  trade.  It  is  many 
times  more  efficient,  however,  as  the  steam  tonnage  now  amounts  to 
1,273,067  gross  tons,  while  in  1863  it  amounted  to  only  133,215  tons. 

The  increase  from  the  Ship  Registiy  Act  of  August  18,  1914,  to 
June  30,  1915,  was  so  rapid  that  tonnage  under  the  Ajnerican  flag 
now  employed  in  foreign  trade  is  nearly  equal  to  such  tonnage  under 
the  French  or  Norwegian  flags.  British  tonnage,  of  course,  is  more 
than  tenfold  greater. 

In  the  first  four  months  of  the  current  year  Norway  imported 
more  than  twice  as  much  raw  and  refined  sugar  as  in  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1914  or  1913. 
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SILESIAH  COKE  PSODITCITIOH  AST)  HASEET. 

ICcnsQl  Barry  O.  Seltser,  Breslaa,  Oermany,  July  28.] 

According  to  an  official  announcement,  the  Silesian  coke  production 
in  May,  1915,  reached  the  high-water  mark  of  1,788;000  metric  tons, 
an  increase  of  9  per  cent  over  the  preceding  month  and  of  3  per  cent 
over  May,  1914.  About  161,000  tons  were  exported  in  May,  against 
141,000  tons  in  April.  In  normal  times  the  average  monthly  export 
is  about  450,000  tons. 

Although  manufacturers  always  had  some  difficulty  in  marketing 
their  output  in  peace  times,  the  demand  is  now  just  about  equal  to  the 
supply.  This  is  due,  first,  to  the  reduced  quantities  of  coal  mined 
since  the  opening  of  the  war  on  account  of  the  lack  of  labor ;  and 
second,  to  the  larger  use  of  coke  by  railroads  and  manufacturing 
plants  as  a  substitute  or  as  a  supplement  to  coal.  The  demand  is 
further  steadied  by  the  large  contracts  with  the  railways  and  with 
the  factories,  foundries,  and  electrical  works  which  are  now  engaged 
in  furnishing  army  supplies.  Individual  consumers  have  to  be  satis- 
fied with  such  quantities  as  may  remain  after  these  large  Govern- 
ment contracts  have  been  filled. 

Of  the  smaller  sorts  (crushed  coke)  larger  quantities  are  again 
oflfered  for  sale,  since  most  of  the  coke  manufacturers  have  enlarged 
their  plants  for  the  production  of  by-products.  However,  it  may  be 
said  in  general  that  sales  are  still  limited  as  to  quantity  and  date  of 
delivery.  The  future  of  the  coke  industry  will  depend  largely  upon 
the  labor  supply  and  the  consequent  increase  of  coal  production  to 
its  normal  basis.  Coke  manufacturers  are  rather  cautious  about  the 
extension  of  their  plants  and  are  not  attempting  to  do  any  more  than 
meet  immediate  demands. 

On  account  of  the  decreased  supply  of  steam  coal,  the  demand  for 
coke  is  steadily  increasing.  Whether  this  demand  will  continue  tc 
grow  will  be  largely  determined,  first,  by  the  supply  of  coal  avail- 
able; second,  by  the  results  of  mixed  (coal  and  coke)  firing;  and, 
third,  by  the  price  at  which  coke  may  be  produced  under  improved 
conditions  and  a  steadier  market.  Following  the  example  of  the 
Prussian  Government  Railways,  which  consume  about  240,000  tons 
of  coke  monthly,  other  railway  administrations  are  also  beginning 
to  use  coke  in  large  quantities  in  connection  with  coal.  In  addition 
to  these  demands  dealers  and  consumers  are  anxiously  looking  for 
their  autumn  supplies,  with  the  result  that  prices  are  steadily  ad- 
vancing.   

Irrigation  Systems  in  Ai^entina. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  on  file  a  list  of 
the  irrigation  projects  of  Argentina,  f urnislied  by  Special  Agent  J. 
A.  Massel.  This  list  shows  the  area  at  present  under  irrigation  in 
each  Province  and  the  area  that  will  be  made  available  when  pro- 
posed systems  are  completed.  The  names  of  the  projects,  the  height 
of  the  dikes,  and  the  names  of  the  rivers  whose  water  is  used  are  also 
given.  This  list  will  be  loaned  to  persons  interested  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce — refer  to  File 
No.  677. 
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ITEW  SOUTH  WALES  SHEEF  SHOW. 

[CoDiul  General  J.  I.  Brittain,  Sydney,  Australia,  July  8.1 

The  twenty-first  annual  show  of  the  New  South  Wales  She*p- 
breeders'  Association  was  held  at  the  Koyal  Agricultural  Society's 
grounds,  Sydney,  last  week. 

Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  drought,  which  lasted  until 
late  in  the  autumn  and  caused  the  loss  of  thousands  of  sheep,  the 
show  was  all  that  could  be  expected. 

Despite  the  drought,  there  were  more  entries  than  at  the  last  year's 
show.  There  were  797  sheep  exhibited  this  year,  against  784  last 
year.  In  the  Merino  class  there  were  211  exhibits,  against  257  last 
year.  In  the  British  breeds  there  were  486,  against  407  last  year. 
The  exhibits  indicated  a  tendency  among  the  bi-eeders  to  get  away 
from  wrinkles  in  favor  of  plain  bodies  and  sheep  with  strong 
constitutions. 

Other  leading  breeds  exhibited  were  Lincolns,  exhibits  being  pres- 
'ent  from  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  New  Zealand.  The  cham- 
pion ram  exhibited  was  from  Canterbury,  New  Zealand. 

In  the  Romney  Marsh  class  there  were  132  entries.  In  the  Corrie- 
dales  class  there  were  25  entries,  all  being  fine-looking  sheep,  being  a 
breed  between  the  old  long-wool  and  Downe's  breed.  Southdownes 
and  Shropshires  were  the  oest  exhibited  for  several  years,  although 
the  number  exhibited  was  rather  small. 

There  was  also  an  exhibit  of  Angora  rams,  having  beautiful  long 
fleeces  reaching  to  the  ground. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  show  was  the  exhibit  made  oi  sheep 
dogs  driving  the  sheep  through  htirdles  and  over  bridges. 


GEEEH  UEBCAimiE  HABINE  EXPAlTSma. 

Statistics  recently  published  by  a  local  journal  in  Greece  reveal  the 
fact  that  in  the  18  months  ending  with  December  31, 1914,  there  were 
85  steamers  of  219,450  gross  tons  added  to  the  list  of  ships  sailing 
under  the  Greek  flag.  The  value  of  these  vessels,  reckoned  at  an 
average  of  $39  per  ton  gross,  amounts  to  $8,543,627. 

These  figures,  indicating  steady  development  of  the  Greek  mer- 
cantile marine,  are  in  accord  with  the  comparative  figures  presented 
by  Lloyd's  Register  for  the  past  dozen  or  more  years.  The  number 
of  vessels  in  the  merchant  fleet  of  Greece  at  the  end  of  1903,  accord- 
ing to  that  publication,  was  210  steamers,  with  a  combined  tonnage 
of  202,140,  and  at  the  end  of  1914  it  numbered  440  steamers,  with  a 
tonnage  of  approximately  900,000.  At  the  latter  date  there  were  4 
vessels  of  more  than  6,000  tons,  15  of  more  than  4,000  tons,  84  of 
more  than  3,000  tons,  134  of  more  than  2,000  tons,  and  203  under 
2,000  tons. 

The  increase  of  rates  since  the  South  African  War  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  development  of  the  shipping  of  the  Mediterranean 
nation,  and  as  a  result  of  the  present  war  it  has  been  estimated  that 
the  Greek  mercantile  marine  will  realize  in  1915  an  amount  exceed- 
ing $14,000,000.  The  present  total  value  of  these  ships  is  estimated 
at  $33,092,200. 
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OPENIHO  FOB  COTTON  BAGS  IN  POBTO  BICO. 

[Harwood  Hall,  correspondent,  San  Joan,  Aug.  20.] 

Buyers  for  sugar  mills  are  much  perplexed  over  the  recent  British 
embargo  placed  on  jute  bags,  which  prohibits  their  exportation  to 
any  destination  (Commerce  Beports,  July  14.)  It  is  feared  here 
that  if  this  embargo  does  not  already  include  shipments  from  all 
British  possessions  that  it  may  be  so  extended. 

Many  hundred  thousand  jute  bags  are  imported  here  annually. 
They  are  used  chiefly  for  packing  raw  sugar  to  be  shipped  to  the 
refinery.  Some  are  used  for  coffee  sacks.  Generally  the  bags  are 
imported  direct  from  India,  but  frequently  come  from  London  or 
from  New  York.  The  sugar  bags  are  made  in  various  sizes,  to  hold 
from  200  pounds  to  320  pounds  of  sugah 

During  the  last  sugar  season  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting 
bags  here.  One  British  steamer  carrying  a  cargo  of  jute  bags  was 
sunk  by  a  German  vessel  after  leaving  Calcutta,  and  other  steamers 
were  slow  in  getting  here.  Prices  were  extremely  high.  One  sugar 
company  purchased  50,000  American-made  cotton  bags  to  be  used  in 
the  event  that  their  jute  bags  were  not  delivered,  but  when  the  jute 
ba^  arrived  the  American  bags  were  not  used. 

There  is  a  prejudice  against  the  American-made  bag  due  to  the 
belief  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  carry  sugar,  but  should  the 
supply  of  jute  be  shut  off  the  sugar  men  must  inevitably  purchase 
cotton  bags  in  the  American  market.  The  supply  of  jute  bags  for 
the  next  sugar  crop,  which  starts  in  December,  has  largely  been  or- 
dered, but  it  is  understood  that  no  deliveries  have  been  made.  It  is 
noticed  that  many  grains,  including  oats  and  com,  which  formerly 
came  in  jute  bags  are  now  coming  to  this  market  in  cotton  bags. 

In  1913  Porto  Rico's  purchases  of  jute  bags  amounted  to  $348,205 ; 
in  1914,  $524,577;  in  1915,  $471,243. 


AHEBICAN  TBADE  JOUBNALS  USED  FOB  ABVEBTISINa. 

ICoDsal  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patras,  Greece,  July  28.] 

The  Patras  consulate  receives  regularly  at  its  reading  tables  a  num- 
ber of  American  trade  journals  representing  various  fields  of  indus- 
try. As  soon  as  a  current  issue  of  any  journal  arrives  the  back  num- 
ber of  the  journal  is  removed  from  the  table. 

In  times  past  these  back  numbers  were  sent  up  to  the  consulate's 
storeroom,  there  to  gather  dust  and  to  become  an  increasing  incul)us. 
Now  these  back  numbers  are  used  locally  to  advertise  American- 
made  goods.  As  soon  as  a  journal  is  taken  from  the  table  a  neat 
strip  of  paper  is  pasted  across  its  face  bearing  the  typewritten  word.s 
"  Compliments  of  the  American  consulate,  Patras,''  and  the  journal 
is  sent  out  to  some  local  firm  who  is  interested  in  the  field  covered  by 
the  journal. 

As  the  journals  are  made  up  largely  of  advertisements  of  American- 
made  goods  of  all  sorts,  it  is  believed  they  will  do  much  to  get  the  peo- 
ple of  this  district  acquainted,  at  least  m  general,  with  the  great  ac- 
tivities of  American  manufactures.  This  is  a  propitious  time  for 
such  advertising,  when  merchants  in  all  lines  are  turning  to  the 
United  States  as  a  hitherto  undiscovered  country. 
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COMHEECIAI  OBGANIZATIOIIS  OF  THE  UinTED  STATES. 

Facts  about  all  sorts  of  organizations  which  bear  a  vital  relation  to 
the  business  activities  of  the  country  are  presented  in  compact  form 
in  the  directory  of  "  Commercial  Organizations  of  the  United  States," 
a  new  edition  of  which  has  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  The  previous  volume  was  prepared  in  1913, 
and  all  the  data  embraced  in  that  publication  were  made  to  con- 
tribute toward  the  breadth  and  completeness  of  the  new  directory, 
which,  nevertheless!  has  been  compiled  from  actual  returns  received 
from  various  authentic  sources  within  the  reach  of  the  bureau. 
Dependence  was  not  placed  entirely  on  the  information  given  by 
trade  organizations  in  response  to  circulars  sent  out  from  Washing- 
ton, but  valuable  assistance  was  afforded  by  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, through  the  postmasters,  who  reported  upon  commercial 
organizations  in  their  respective  sections. 

The  result  is  the  most  complete  list  of  organizations  directly  re- 
lated to  the  commercial  life  of  the  country  that  has  ever  been  issued. 
The  first  edition  was  widely  circulated  in  the  United  States  and 
copies  were  also  in  use  in  foreign  countries  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
With  a  complete  revision,  the  book  is  expected  to  be  still  more 
valuable  to  business  men  and  to  those  who  wish  to  reach  business 
men  in  the  larger  groups  that  are  here  represented. 

In  the  compilation  the  organizations  have  been  divided  into  three 
classes — interstate,  national,  and  international  in  one;  State  and  ter- 
ritorial in  the  second;  strictly  local  associations  in  the  third.  The 
first  class  mentioned  are  listed  both  alphabetically  and  by  trade 
classifications;  the  others  are  grouped  according  to  the  States  in 
which  they  are  located. 

In  addition  to  data  relating  to  dues,  income,  number  of  members, 
and  date  of  annu&l  meeting,  the  field  of  service  and  special  activities 
of  the  respective  local  organizations  are  shown  as  far  as  practicable 
by  the  use  of  symbols. 

Copies  of  the  publication  may  be  obtained  at  15  cents  each  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the 
branch  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

CORBECTION  DT  EUSSIAN  EEVENUE  FIGUBES. 

By  comparison  with  Russian  official  statistics  it  has  been  found 
thill  in  the  report  on  Russian  revenues  and  trade,  published  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  August  28,  1915,  the  last  three  ciphers  should  be 
omitted  from  all  statements  of  Russian  revenue.  The  paragraph 
should  read  as  follows : 

"The  revenues  collected  from  January  1  to  April  1  amounted  to 
518,f)49,060  rubles  ($282,564,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of 
$0,515  to  the  ruble).  Compared  with  the  revenues  received  during 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  thejr  showed  a  decrease  of 
$146,877,000.  The  greatest  reduction  was  in  the  revenue  from  the 
spirit  monopoly,  which  during  the  first  three  months  of  1914  yielded 
$111,631,000,  while  during  the  corresponding  period  of  this  year 
the  revenue  amounted  to  only  $3,823,000.  A  considerable  decrease 
also  occurred  in  the  revenue  from  customs  duties,  Government  rail- 
ways, taxes  on  transfers  of  property,  and -other  items." 
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IMPOBTS  AST)  EZFOBTS  OF  COPPEB. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan,  during  the 
week  ended  August  21,  1915,  follow: 

1MP0BT8. 


Coontrles. 

Ore,  matte  and  regulas 
(copper  contents). 

Pigs,  Ingots,  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 

England 

Pound: 

Pounit. 
979,000 
263,400 
408,223 
847,900 
1,380 
473,352 
£86,550 

»17«,220 

46,095 

05,370 

144,025 

500 

CAHftdft          T  .  .  1  .  T  -  -   r ■   r  T 

167,700 
290,867 
67,313 

122,013 
40,139 
11,444 

Chflo 

Peru 

91,436 
93,848 

PnrtnpiiflSfl  Afriftft  , . . , , 

Total      

485,880 

^,596 

3,599,405 

617,494 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Countries. 


Pigs,  Ingots,  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 


Countries. 


Pigs,  ingots,  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 


France 

Italy 

Netherlands... 

P(Htngal 

gnin 

England 

Canada 

Newfoundland 
Cuba 


6,770,690 

240,587 

27,999 

9,490 

128,905 

1,413,524 

3,264 

495 

1,185 


11,321,352 

51,103 

7,937 

1,760 

25,4^4 

270,020 

692 

130 

272 


TIaltl 

Chile 

Japanese  possessions 

Russia  in  Asia 

Philippine  Islands ,. 
Canary  Islands 

Total 


Pounit. 
4,339 
6,669 
720,000 
225,223 
3,693 
1,979 


9,566,132 


<i,ogo 

1,720 
13,094 

46,976 
543 
496 


1,742,650 


EXHIBIT  OF  AHEBICAN  MANTJTACTTJBES  US  SALVADOB. 

[Charge  d'AITalres  Henry  F.  Tenant,  American  Legation,  San  Sarvador,  July  29.) 

This  office  has  received  a  letter  from  the  publisher  of  the  Diario 
del  Salvador,  which  is  one  of  the  most  important  newspapers  in 
Central  America  and  is  issued  by  a  company  incorporated  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  The  letter  outlines  briefly  a  plan  for  the  estab- 
lishment in  the  capital  city  of  San  Salvador  of  an  "American  bazaar," 
the  primary  purpose  of  which  would  be  to  constitute  a  permanent 
exhibition  of  samples  of  American  manufactured  goods,  for  which 
the  writer  believes  that  there  should  be  a  good  demand  in  the  country. 

With  regard  to  the  project  in  general,  the  writer  says : 

My  company  can,  through  its  paper,  render  valuable  service  to  the  Interests 
of  the  manufacturers  who  decide  to  furnish  uie  with  samples  of  their  products, 
and  who  give  me,  at  the  same  time.  Instructions  with  regard  to  the  conditions 
and  terms  of  sale,  and  any  other  information  which  would  be  required  by  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  and  farmers  desiring  to  obtain  the  goods  which  are 
needed  in  our  markets  now  even  more  than  ever  before  on  account  of  the  almost 
complete  interruption  of  business  relations  with  Euroiw.  I  am  now  giving 
you  the  plan  only  in  outline,  bqt  you  will  easily  appreciate  the  many  advan- 
tages which  it  offers  to  the  manufacturing  Interests  of  the  United  States. 

As  a  means  of  carrying  out  his  plan  the  writer  desires  to  get  in 
touch  with  manufacturing  houses  in  this  country  which  may  be  in- 
terested. He  was  himself  at  the  time  of  writing  (the  end  of  July) 
preparing  to  leave  for  a  trip  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Wash- 
ington, his  time  to  be  devoted  to  this  phase  of  the  matter. 
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ALLEOES  nUUSIOirS  SHEEP  SIPSL    : 

(Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Jul/  30.] 

An  interesting  discussion  has  been  going  on  between  the  Bradford 
Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  one  hand  and  the  South  African  Gov- 
ernment on  tlie  other  with  respect  to  the  alleged  injurious  character 
of  sheep  dips  composed  of  caustic  soda  and  sulphur.  The  use  of 
such  dips  had  been  recommended  by  the  Agricultural  Department  of 
the  Union  of  South  Africa  as  a  remedy  for  the  disease  known  as  scab. 
It  was  asserted  by  the  Bradford  chamber  that  any  wool  so  treated 
will  be  badly  damaged  and  partially  dissolved ;  that  it  is  more  diffi- 
cult to  scour ;  that  aUialine  soda  salts  destroy  the  spuming  qualities  of 
the  wool,  decrease  the  elasticity  of  the  yam,  and  always  make  pieces 
made  from  such  yam  take  a  ruddy  color  in  the  dyeing;  and  that  wool 
treated  with  alkalies  has  a  stronger  affinity  for  colormg  matters  than 
wool  liot  so  treated,  the  result  bemg  that  when  the  former  is  blended 
with  the  latter  the  fabric  shows  unevenness  of  dyeing,  causing  great 
trouble  and  claims  for  damages. 

In  a  reply  to  these  contentions  the  chief  sheep  expert  of  the  South 
African  Government  says  that  the  tears  thus  expressed  are  in  reality 
unfounded,  provided  the  caustic-soda-sulphur  dip  is  made  in  propor- 
tions prescribed  by  the  official  directions.  He  denies  that  it  then  par- 
takes of  the  nature  of  a  wool  solvent.  He  speaks  of  the  enormous 
damage  caused  to  South  African  wools  by  the  ravages  of  scab  and 
adds  that  "  the  damage  caused  by  the  improper  use  of  alkalies  is  hardly 
likely  to  be  greater  than  that  caused  by  the  scab  mites,  for  wool  from 
sheep  which  have  suflFered  from  scab  is  brittle  and  structureless  and 
has  lost  both  its  spinning  and  felting  qualities."  With  reference  to 
the  question  of  dyeing,  it  is  stated  that  "  the  fact  that  manufacturers 
themselves  use  caustic  soda  and  caustic  potash  in  the  course  of  the 
man^factu^e  of  wool  into  cloth  is  proof  conclusive  that,  while  these 
substances  may  be  dangerous  when  applied  in  a  careless  manner,  they 
cause  no  damage  to  the  wool  when  liroperly  used."  The  (pinion  of 
Allan  Davison,  late  principal  inspector  of  sheep,  is  cited  to  the  effect 
that  the  lime-sulphur  dip  is  the  best  cure  for  scab  and  that  it  possesses 
preventive  as  well  as  curative  properties. 


HOBSESHOE  NAILS  IN  CTTBA. 

I  [Consul  P.  Merrill  Qrlffltb,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Aug.  11.] 

Horseshoe  nails  of  German  and  Swiss  manufacture  are  used  exclu- 
sively in  this  section  of  Cuba.  They  were  introduced  years  ago  and 
have  dominated  this  market  ever  since.  They  are  reputed  to  be 
much  cheaper  than  the  nails  of  American  manufacture  and  superior 
in  both  flexibility  and  tenacity.  They  are  imported  in  cases  con- 
taining five  boxes  of  22  pounds  each,  gross,  each  box  retailing  at 
$2.25.    No  American  horseshoe  nails  are  on  sale  in  the  retail  stores. 

The  supply  from  Europe  of  nails  and  other  necessities  of  similar 
character  being  practically  cut  off  at  present,  it  would  seem  to  be  an 
opportune  time  for  American  manufacturers  to  make  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  these  conditions  with  a  view  to  extending  their  trade. 

[Samples  of  Swiss  and  German  nails  accompanied  tliis  report  and  may  be 
inspected  at  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 
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STEnrO-TKAOZ  SITTTATIOH  DT  BBABFOfiD. 

(Consul  Augustas  B.  IngnuD,  Bradford,  Elngland,  July  SI.] 

The  dyeware  situation  in  England  appears  still  to  be  very  difficult, 
and  a  perfect  solution  of  the  difficulties  has  not  vet  been  found. 
The  directors  of  British  Dyes,  Limited,  are  reported  to  be  inquiring 
for  a  suitable  site  for  works  at  Selby,  Yorkshire,  but  considerable 
time  must  necessarily  elapse  before  any  such  works  can  be  established 
and  placed  in  operation.  Moreover,  progress  is  likely  to  be  slow 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  labor  and  to  the  fact  that  certain  interme- 
diate products  from  which  a  large  range  of  aniline  dyes  are  derived 
are  needed  for  the  manufacture  of  explosives.  Much  is  being  done 
to  relieve  the  situation  by  having  recourse  to  natural  dyestuns,  but 
a  ^eat  variety  of  fancy  shades  in  anilines  can  not  now  be  executed. 

The  Bradford  Dyers'  Association  has  recently  issued  a  notice  to  its 
customers  stating  that,  owing  to  the  present  condition  of  the  color 
supply,  the  acceptance  by  them  of  dyeing  orders,  whether  forming 
part  of  a  contract  or  otherwise,  and  the  receipt  and  holding  by  them 
of  the  relative  goods  does  not  necessarily  imply  ability  on  their  part 
to  dye  them.  It  is  entirely  dependent  uson  their  having  the  requisite 
materials  available  when  the  goods  are  ready  for  the  dyeing  process. 
Delivery  may  consequently  be  subject  to  delay  or  may  even  oecome 
impossible,  whether  the  goods  be  in  the  prepared  state  or  in  the  gray. 
Moreover,  they  state  that  their  dyes  are  for  the  present  entirely  with- 
out guaranty  for  defects,  either  apparent  or  latent.  Goods  ?ent 
them  for  dyeing  are  accepted  only  on  the  understanding  of  the  above 
position. 

In  regard  to  cotton  Italians,  linings,  Venetians,  and  gabardines 
they  state  that  as  the  supply  of  dye  wares  ordinarily  used  for  such 
goods  has  practically  come  to  an  end  they  are  unable  to  accept  any 
more  dyeing  orders  except  for  a  more  expensive  and  less  controllable 
{HTOCess.  The  price  is  advanced  2  to  4  cents  per  yard,  subject  to  tt^ual 
war  advances.  They  add  that  the  number  of  shades  by  this  process 
will  be  limited  and  considerable  allowance  must  be  made  for  varia; 
tioB  in  matching  and  evenness  of  color.  In  regard  to  orders  on  hand, 
the  goods  will  not  be  subject  to  the  above  advance  in  price,  but  in  all 
probability  allowance  must  be  made  for  limited  range  of  shades  and 
vsii^miL  in  matching,  etc. 

Practically  the  same  announcement  is  made  by  them  in  regard  to 
all  cotton  cashmeres,  coatings,  moreens,  poplins,  and  automobile 
doths,  Venetians,  tientsin  twills  and  jeans,  except  that  the  advances 
in  price  do  not  apply  to  blacks,  whites,  creams,  buffs,  ecrus,  or  doves. 

In  regard  to  the  shortage  of  labor,  arrangements  have  been  made 
between  the  Bradford  Dyer's  Association  and  the  trade  union  repre- 
sentatives of  the  employees.  After  several  conferences  it  has  been 
agreed  that  men  shall  be  temporarily  transferred  from  establishments 
where  work  is  slack  to  form  a  relief  staff  to  work  at  other  branches, 
and  thus  bring  about  more  economy  of  operation.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  later  on  some  branches  of  the  association  may  be 
closed  down,  owing  to  this  shortage  of  colors  and  labor. 

The  navel  orange  has  been  known  in  Valencia,  Spain,  for  35  or  40 
years,  but  there  are  only  150  acres  planted  with  this  variety,  as  the 
yield  is  light. 
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HEED  OF  CASE  IN  SUIFPDiO  TO  CEHTBAL  AXESICA. 

[Special  Agent  Gamrd  HarrU.] 

Not  long  ago  a  mistake  made  by  an  American  fancy  dress  goods 
house  in  shipping  an  order  to  Costa  Bica  lost  them  at  least  one  good 
customer  and  probably  many  more.  A  member  of  the  family  of  a 
prominent  local  official  had  been  attracted  by  their  catalogue  and 
sent  them  an  order  to  the'amount  of  about  $19,  accompanying  it  with 
a  remittance  in  payment.  One  item,  of  relatively  mmor  importance 
but  representing  the  most  expensive  goods  in  the  lot,  consisted  of  silk 
stockings.  In  Costa  Bica  import  duties  are  assessed  on  weight,  and 
the  whole  of  a  shipment  takes  the  rate  of  the  most  valuable  part 
of  its  contents;  so  that  the  duty  on  those  goods,  which  were  packed 
in  a  heavy  wooden  box,  and  were  assessed  at  the  rate  of  the  silk  stock- 
ing, came  to  an  equivalent  of  about  $30.  When  a  request  for  some 
reimbursement  on  account  of  the  careless  packing  was  made  to  the 
shipper  it  was  entirely  refused.  The  effect,  heightened  in  the  case  of 
this  class  of  goods  by  the  fact  that  the  purchaser  was  socially  prom- 
inent, was  that  the  house  in  question,  which  had  at  first  made  an  ex- 
cellent impression  with  its  catalogues,  lost  many  prospective  custom- 
ers. Other  firms  in  the  United  States  which  have  customers  in  the 
same  place,  being  acquainted  with  the  rules  by  which  Central  Ameri- 
can tariffs  are  applied,  pack  the  goods  in  light,  strong  containers, 
ship  them  by  parcel  post,  and  have  no  difficulty  in  doing  business. 


AHOY  EXPORTS  HOSE  TO  FHUIFPDIES. 

[Consul  Lester  Maynard,  Amoy,  Cbina,  June  20.] 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Amoy  consular  district  to  the 
Philippine  Islands  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  calendar  year 
amounted  to  $56,164,  as  compared  with  $40,780  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1914.  This  gain  of  $15,384  indicates  a  healthy 
state  of  trade,  despite  adverse  conditions.  Although  these  totals  are 
not  large,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase  the  trade  between  this  port 
and  Manila  will  be  of  considerable  importance  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years. 

The  principal  increases  are  confined  to  articles  produced  by  the 
canning  companies  of  this  city.  As  a  result  of  restricted  markets  in 
the  Straits  Settlements  the  companies  have  been  seeking  new  fields, 
and,  since  almost  the  entire  Chinese  population  of  the  Philippine 
Islands  originally  came  from  this  district,  it  is  easy  to  imderstand 
that  a  good  market  can  be  created  in  Manila. 

[The  subject  of  the  trade  relations  between  Amoy  and  the  Philippine  Islands 
was  diseiKssed  by  Consul  Maynard  In  his  annual  report,  which  appeared  In  sup- 
plement 52d,  published  on  June  28.] 


Austrian  Prices  of  Leather,  Iron,  and  Wool. 

The  Vienna  Chamber  of  Commerce,  at  the  request  of  the  American 
consulate  general  there,  has  furnished  a  list  of  prices  of  leather  in 
January,  September,  and  December,  1914,  and  March,  1915.  This 
will  be  loaned  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  r r  its  branches.    (Eefer  to  file  No.  65008.) 
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CASAJDIAS  MlBEET  FOB  BlFDEB  TWIBS. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Ang.  0.] 

Owing  to  the  promise  of  an  exceptional  grain  crop  in  the  Canadian 
west  the  shipments  of  binder  twine  to  the  western  provinces,  through 
the  twin  cities  of  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur,  are  very  heavy, 
averaging  nearly  20  carloads  per  day. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1913,  the  total  Canadian 
purchases  of  this  commodity  amounted  to  44,308,256  pounds,  of  which 
14,556,133  pounds  were  produced  by  domestic  manufacturers  under 
bounty,  and  29,752,123  pounds  were  imported,  practically  all  of  the 
importation  coming  from  the  United  States.  During  the  fiscal  year 
1914  the  total  purchases  amounted  to  approximately  54,225,267 
poimds,  of  which  17,467,360  pounds  were  estimated  to  be  of  domestic 
production,  and  36,757,907  pounds  imported  principally  from  the 
United  States.  Dealers  now  estimate  that  the  total  sales  during  the 
present  season  will  run  well  over  60,000,000  pounds.  It  is  stated  that 
a  considerable  quantity  of  the  imports  this  year  are  coming  from 
Ireland. 

A  list  of  Canadian  companies  producing  binder  twine  and  cordage  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  its  branches. 
(Sefer  to  file  No.  64546.) 


NAPLES  IHPOETS  HOKE  GBAIN. 

[Consul  Jay  White,  N'aples,  Italy,  Aug.  3.] 

Grain  imports  at  the  ports  of  the  Naples  consular  district  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1915  have  be«n  as  follows:  Naples,  400,570 
tons;  Torre  Annimziata,  110,207  tons;  Castellammare  di  Stabia, 
61,389  tons;  Salerno,  11,457  tons;  total,  579,623  tons.  Of  this  total 
North  America  supplied  489,354  tons,  while  the  remainder  came  from 
South  America- 
Figures  for  1914  are  not  available  in  the  case  of  each  separate  town,' 
biit  are  collated  and  tabulated  as  for  the  customs  port  of  Naples. 
These  statistics  show  that  the  total  amount  of  grain  of  all  kinds  en- 
tering Naples  during  the  first  six  months  of  1914  was  150,354  tons 
(only  26  per  cent  of  the  1915  amount).    The  value  was  $6,554,925. 


WATCHES  AND  CLOCKS  IN  COSTA  RICA. 

[Consul  Cbester  Donaldson,  Port  Llmon,  Aug.  7.] 

About  $12,000  worth  of  watches  and  clocks  are  annually  imported 
at  this  port.  Fifty  per  cent  of  these  come  ordinarily  from  the  United 
States,  40  per  cent  from  Germany,  and  10  per  cent  from  all  other 
countries.  The  greater  part  of  the  watches  are  those  with  cheap 
metal  cases,  such  as  are  sold  in  the  countries  of  origin  for  $1  to  $5 
each,  but  are  retailed  here  for  $3.50  to  $18.  The  clocks  for  sale  here 
are  also  of  the  cheapest  make — chiefly  table  clocks — such  as  are 
worth  in  New  York  at  retail  from  $0.69  to  $3  each. 

[Names  of  fonr  Importers  of  these  articles  in  the  Port  Limon  district  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  brancb 
offloes.    Refer  to  file  No.  65030.]  •'^'  i     i     •  ' 
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AHEBICAR  PUBCBASES  FSOM  SAZOITY. 

(Consul  M.  J.  Hendrlck,  PUtaen,  Gemuuir,  July  27.] 

During  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1914,  the  value  of  exports 
to  the  United  States  declared  at  the  American  consulate,  Plauen, 
Saxony,  Germany,  totaled  $2,474,774;  during  the  corresponding  six 
months  in  1915  the  value  totaled  $899,454  (a  decrease  of  nearly  64 
per  cent) .    Details  of  kinds  and  values  of  export  are  herewith  given : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Baskets 

«2,447 

11,207 

IS,  107 

6,320 

10,470 

1,385 

3,191 

16,355 
7,370 
7,330 

84,568 
8,958 

24,666 

$1,903 

7,664 

484 

304 

Laces  and  embroideries— Con- 
tinued, 
suit,  artiAdal 

8,966 

2,047 

407,210 

62,619 
7,634 

14,233 

3  408 

782 

30,796 

2^496 

1,299 

84,217 

27,612 

61,948 

1,636 

217,642 

27,475 

6,677 

Bourett« 

Brushes     .         •••..••...... 

"•lli 

Buttons 

Hetal 

3,368 

ChemiGal  colors 

1,175 
619 

4,500 
611 
958 

Leatlier  gloves.  ....•• 

170,734 

Chinftwars 

Maebinery: 
Eml>roKlery 

Cotton  stulfo: 

110,681 

Uetal  goods: 
Aluminum  utensils 

Cloth 

Nets     .-. 

Brand  drawing  pins 

Flexible  metal  hose 

Lamps,  parts  of,  etc 

Wirebeddles 

3,888 

Yam 

13,061 

8,346 

8,20S 
3,327 

3,573 

Hosiery: 

Paper  goods 

27,487 

Cotton  

Tr&nniiDgs  and  fringes 

7,293 

Elastic 

Woolen        

1,822 
1,838 

542 

1,141,723 

11,609 

Wood  pulp 

714 

""4iu',m 

5,961 

63,835 

Cambric 

2,306 

Total 

2,474,774 

899,454 

VALPABAISO  HUSEUH  WAITTS  HEBCHANDISE  SAMPLES. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kcena,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  July  26.] 

The  Museo  de  Valparaiso  is  establishing  a  sample  room  of  articles 
of  all  descriptions — unmanufactured,  in  process  of  manufacture,  and 
manufactured — as  a  commercial  reference  room  and  as  a  part  of  the 
museo's  educational  program.  A  large  number  of  samples  have  been 
donated  by  the  various  business  houses  of  Valparaiso,  notably  by  the 
importing  houses. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  this  office  the  director  of  the  museo 
has  written  that  he  would  be  greatly  pleased  to  receive  samples  of 
American  merchandise  for  the  museo,  and  also  any  American  com- 
mercial literature  that  might  be  sent  him  in  whatever  language 
printed. 

The  director  hopes  to  make  the  sample  room  of  the  museo  truly 
representative  of  many  of  the  products  on  sale  in  the  world's  mar- 
kets. In  helping  toward  the  attainment  of  this  object  American 
manufacturers  will  be  placing  samples  of  their  merchandise  in  a 
j)ermanent  public  exhibition,  which  should  attract  a  constantly  in- 
creasing attendance. 

The  Museo  de  Valparaiso  is  officially  authorized  by  order  of  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Eelations  to  establish  a  commercial  section 
under  the  general  direction  of  that  ministry.  All  samples,  cata- 
logues, trade  papers,  etc.,  should  be  plainly  addressed  as  follows: 
Museo  de  Valparaiso,  Seccion  Comercial  y  Industrial,  Centro  Jen- 
eral  de  Referencias  y  Propaganda,  Playa  Ancha,  .Valparaiso. 
Casilla  5099. 
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TBE  dTEITS  FKTTITS  OF  JAVA.  . 

[Consul  B.  8.  Rairden,  BatevU.] 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  of  this  colony  states  that  citrus 
fruits  are  grown  to  some  extent  in  Java,  and  almost  every  native  of 
Java  among  the  30,000,000  has  one  to  three  citrus  trees  in  his  garden. 
As  Java  has  both  dry  and  wet  climates,  also  hot  and  fairly  cold  ones, 
some  districts  are  better  suited  for  the  cultivation  of  citrus  fruits 
than  others.  The  following  citrus  fruits  are  grown  in  Java  for 
market  purposes : 

"  Djeroek  Delima." — A  pomelo  variety  with  red  flesh  and  having 
an  acid  taste ;  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  Batavia,  and  a  favorite 
fruit  among  the  Europeans. 

"Djeroek  Bali." — A  very  sweet  variety  of  the  pomelo,  rather  taste- 
less, but  much  in  favor  with  the  Chinese  and  natives;  found  prin- 
cipally in  the  neighborhood  of  Bandoeng,  in  the  Preanger  District, 
also  in  the  Kediri  District,  in  mid  Java. 

"Djeroek  Manis." — An  orange,  perhaps  a  cross  between  the  Va- 
lencia late  and  a  St.  Michael,  cultivated  in  the  mountain  district 
near  Malang,  in  East  Java,  at  an  elevation  of  about  3,000  feet  above 
the  sea. 

"  Djeroek  Keprok,"  or  "  Djeroek  Paseh." — A  big  mandarin  (prob- 
ably the  Emperor)  cultivated  also  in  East  Java  near  Malang,  and  in 
the  West  Java  district  near  Garoet. 

"Djeroek  Nipis." — A  lime,  and  an  important  fruit  in  the  native 
household;  grown  throughout  Java  and  principally  for  home  use, 
but  not  in  large  quantities. 

"  Djeroek  Sitroen." — A  lemon  cultivated  on  a  very  small  scale  m 
Java,  although  many  parts  of  Java  are  well  adapted  for  such  culti- 
vation, and  will,  no  doubt,  increase. 

In  one  small  district  near  Malang,  East  Java,  there  are  15i/).00 
bearing  orange  trees,  and  34,000  bearing  manjiarin  trees,  or  49;000 
trees  in  3,134  gardens;  an  average  of  16  citrus  trees  in  a  garden  bear- 
ing pomelo,  limes,  lemons,  etc.  Some  of  the  gardens  mentioned  had 
as  inany  as  100  trees,  and  5  of  them  over  200  trees. 

Figs  are  not  cultivated  in  Java ;  there  is  a  white  and  a  red  variety 
of  pomegranate  grown  on  a  small  scale;  a  green  variety  of  the 
avocado;  and  the  loquat  cultivated  to  some  extent  in  the  district 
near  Buitenzorg.  The  "cherimoya"  is  an  imported  fruit  and  pro- 
duced on  a  very  small  scale  principally  in  the  district  near  Buitenzorg. 


MOVmG-PICTTJEE  FUMS  FOE  SWEDEN. 

[Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  Stockholm,  July  30.]  , 

According  to  reports  from  Germany,  the  Imperial  Governrhent  has 
prohibited  the  exportation  of  German  films  to  Sweden.  This  will 
affect  not  only  the  industry  as  far  as  the  importers  in  this  city  are 
concerned  but  the  entertainment  of  the  people  as  well,  for  the  reason 
that  some  of  the  most  interesting  pictures  in  this  respect  have  thus 
far  come  from  Germany.  While  most  of  the  moving-picture  estab- 
lishments are  closed  at  present  on  account  of  the  summer  holidays, 
yet  they  all  open  September  1,  and  it  is  predicted  that  the  source  of 
entertainment  will  be  much  cui-tailed. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOK  OOVESmCEITE  SUPPLIES  AIH)  COKSTSTTCTIOF. 

[Correspondence  shoold  be  direct  with  the  offloes  named,  and  speclflcations  can  nsoally 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tcDdera. 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malUne  lists  of  such  olBces  to  receive  notices  calling 
(or  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Timier,  No.  2599. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Detroit,  Mich.,  until  September  9,  1915,  for  the  sole  of 
approximately  76,000  feet  b.  m.  of  merchantable  hardwood  timber  on  Char- 
ity Island  Lighthouse  Reservation,  Mich.;  the  limiberlng  operations  to 
Include  cutting  of  all  wolf  trees  without  cost  to  the  United  States.  Blank 
proposals  and  particulars  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Construction  work,  No.  2600. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  office.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  20,  1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment)  of  an  attendant  quarters,  disinfecting  shed,  oil  house,  whnrf, 
etc.,  for  the  quarantine  station  at  Tampa  Bay,  Fla.  Drawings  and  specifi- 
cations may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  at  Tamjm  Bay,  Fla.,  or  at  the 
Washington  office. 

Structural  and  misceUaneout  steel,  etc..  No.  2601. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice, 
.Washington,  D.  C,  until  September  20,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
at  the  United  States  penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Oa.,  reinforcing  material  and 
structural  and  miscellaneous  steel,  Iron,  and  brass  work.  Specifications 
and  further  information  may  be  had  upon  application  at  the  Washington 
office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2602. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Fisheries,  Department  of  Commerce,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  20,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  a  fish  culturlst's  cottage  at  the 
Louisville,  Ky.,  fisheries  station.  Blank  proposals,  specifications,  plans, 
and  particulars  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Commissioner  of  Fish- 
eries, Washington,  D.  C. 

Field  glasses.  No.  2603. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Signal  Corps,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  fur- 
nishing type  EE  field  glasses  In  accordance  with  Signal  Corps  spec.  263-J. 
Samples  of  type  EE  glass  may  be  seen  in  the  Signal  Corps  laboratory,  1710 
Pensylvania  Avenue  NW.,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  in  the  office  of  the  de- 
partment signal  officer,  eastern  department,  39  Whitehall  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Remodeling  and  extension  of  post  office.  No.  2604. — Sealed  proposals  will  be 
received  at  the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Department,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  September  29,  1915,  for  remodeling  and  extension 
(Including  mechanical  equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States 
post  office  and  courthouse  at  Harrlsburg,  Pa.  Drawings  and  8|)ecificatIons 
may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  at  Harrlsburg,  Pa.,  or  at  the  Wash- 
ington office. 

Post-office  construction.  No.  2605. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  until  Sep^ 
tember  29, 1015,  at  the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Treasury  Deiiartmeut, 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical 
equipment,  interior  lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States 
lK)st  office  at  Smyrna,  Del.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  had  upon 
application  to  the  Washington  office  or  the  custodlon  of  the  site  at  Smyrna, 
Del. 

Construction  of  stable.  No.  2606.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
September  25,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  a  stable  at  the  narnl  hospital, 
navy  yard,  Puget  Sound,  Wash.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Washington  office  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy 
yard,  Bremerton,  Wash. 

Lahor  and  material,  No.  2607.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  ot  the  Bureau 
of  Yords  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  fOr  fumlbbing 
and  Installing  the  piping,  pumps,  boilers,  beaters,  buildings,  and  Insulations 
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for  four  fuel-oil  storage  stations  at  Bremerton,  Wash. ;  Mare  Island,  Cal. ; 
San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  Norfolic,  Va.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  ob- 
tained on  application  to  the  Washington  ofilce  when  accompanied  by  a  cer- 
tified checlc  for  $25  to  insure  their  return,  or  niny  be  seen  at  the  navy  yards 
and  station  named,  or  at  the  navy  yard,  New  Yorit,  N.  Y. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2608. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
nutil  September  2,  1915,  for  funilshlng,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
doclc  either  at  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  transverse  anchors  for  Pier 
No.  IS,  lime,  rocli  salt,  coal  tar,  sal  soda,  sal  ammoniac,  carbon  bisulphide, 
muriatic  acid,  lard  oil,  neat's-foot  oil,  lampblack,  locomotive  back,  paints, 
waste  baskets,  brlstol  board,  and  paper.    Circular  No.  961. 


SUGGESTION  TO  AHEBICAN  UANUTACTXTREBS. 

(Commercial  Attache  William  C.  Downs  Melboamc,  Australia,  July  21.] 

It  is  suggested  that  all  American  manufacturers  having  agents  or 
representatives  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  communicate  with  the 
office  of  the  commercial  attach^  at  Melbourne,  Australia,  giving  the 
names  and  addresses  of  these  agents  and  representatives,  and  any 
other  information  that  may  be  useful  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory over  which  they  have  control.  A  brief  statement  should  also 
be  made  of  the  class  and  character  of  the  goods  manufactured. 

It  is  believed  that  if  such  a  directory  is  compiled  and  kept  on  file 
at  the  oflSces  of  the  commercial  attaches  it  will  greatly  facilitate 
American  trade  and  lead  to  securing  business  which  otherwise  would 
be  lost.  The  commercial  attaches  and  consuls  are  in  receipt  of  fre- 
quent inquiries  for  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  of  differ- 
ent classes  of  goods  and  cheerfully  furnish  the  inquiries  with  as 
complete  lists  as  possible  of  reliable  manufacturers.  It  frequently 
happens,  however,  that  the  inquiring  parties  find,  after  two  mqnths 
have  been  spent  in  correspondence,  that  the  manufacturers  have-aep- 
resentatjves  on  the  spot  from  whom  the  information  could  have  been 
obtained  without  delay,  and  in  some  cases  have  exclusive  sales  ar- 
rangements for  the  territory  in  question  which  prevent  their  execut- 
ing orders  unless  they  are  passed  through  their  representatives.  In 
this  way  much  business  is  lost.  In  other  cases,  where  the  goods  are 
absolutely  required  without  delay,  there  is  no  time  to  write  for  in- 
fofn^ation,  and  business  is  lost  which  might  have  been  secured  had 
the  inquirers  been  referred  to  some  one  on  the  spot  who  could  give 
the  necessary  detailed  information  and  who  has  authority  to  accept 
orders. 

CHILEAN  IMPORTS  OF  COAL  AND  COSE. 

[Consul  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  July  27.] 

Official  figures  of  the  imports  of  coal  and  coke  into  Chile  for  1914 
are  now  available,  giving  the  amounts  for  the  individual  countries 
from  which  they  were  received.  The  coal  imports  by  countries,  in 
metric  tons  of  2,204.62  pounds,  were:  Great  Britain.  527,576;  Ger- 
many, 46,157;  Belgium,  17,208:  Holland,  2,621;  Australia,  516,889; 
United  States,  143,404;  India,  3,704;  total,  1,257,559. 

The  coke  imports  were :  Great  Britain,  9,588  metric  tons ;  Germany, 
20,031;  Belgium,  4,647;  Holland,  4,040;  Australia,  6,720;  United 
States,  1,885;  tdtal,  46,911.-^'  ?"  _' 
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F0BEI6H  TBADE  OPPOETUMITIES. 

[Where  addresBcs  are  omitted  tbey  may  tw  obtained  from  the  Barea*  or  Its  braaelt 

olBcea.] 

Corrugated  steel  pMca,  electric  motort,  etc..  No.  18168. — ^A.  firm  In  Spain  writes 
on  American  consular  ofllcer  ttiat  It  wishes  to  sectire  catalogues  and  full 
information  relative  to  electric  motors  and  cormgated  steel  plates,  sucli  as 
are  used  by  manufacturers  of  rolling  doors.  Correspondoice  should  be  in 
Spanish.    Bank  reference  is  given. 

Canfiuba  wax,  Ko.  1S169. — A  business  man  In  Brasil  has  transmitted,  through 
an  American  consular  officer,  four  s.'imples  of  canauba  wax,  with  prices 
f.  o.  b.  shipping  port.  Sample  No.  1,  first  quality,  about  31  cents  per  pound ; 
No.  2,  second  quality,  about  26  cents  per  pound;  No.  3,  "Medians,"  about 
28  cents  i)er  jwund;  and  No.  4,  "Flor,"  aI>ont  34  cents  per  pound.  Firms 
interested  in  the  importation  of  this  wax  may  examine  the  samples  at  the 
Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Itefcr  to  file  No.  64706.)  References  are 
given. 

Antimonv,  etc..  No.  18170. — A  business  man  in  Spain  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  be  wishes  to  receive,  as  soon  as  possible,  c.  I.  f.  quotations 
on  2  tons  of  Japanese  sulphur  of  antimony,  1  ton  of  commercial  potash, 
100  Ijilos  of  nickle  sulphate  and  ammonia  sulphate,  1  to  2  tons  of  powdered 
or  crystallized  borax,  and  100  kilos  of  boric  acid.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  Spanish.  Quotations  should  be  in  gold  pesetas  or  francs.  References 
are  given. 

White  lead,  oxide  of  sine,  etc.,  No.  18171. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
England  reports  tliat  an  agent  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
exporters  of  white  lead,  oxide  of  zinc,  etc.    Reference  is  given. 

Rubber,  No.  18172. — A  business  man  In  Spain  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  wishes  to  secure  samples  of  rubber  for  nse  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  rubber  stamps.  The  sisEcs  required  are  pieces  of  2,  3,  and  3}  milli- 
meters in  thickness.  C.  1.  f.  quotations  ure  desired  on  a  sample  shipment  of 
10  kilos  of  each  size.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

B<tl'4v)ar€,  crockery,  notions,  etc..  No.  18173. — ^A  baslness  man  In  Brazil  writes 
«li  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  having  difficulty  in  securing  hard- 
'Wafe,  crockery,  notions,  etc.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information 
Mould  be  sent  at  once.  Correspondence  should  l>e  in  Portuguese.  Rcifier- 
encee  are  given. 

Piper,  hardware,  drugs,  and  tvpetcriter  supplies.  No.  18174. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Spain  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  mad  In 
his  district  who  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  paper,  hardware,  drugs,  and  typewriter  supplies.  Correspondence  staoald 
be  in  Spanish.    References  are  given. 

Olassware,  No.  18175. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  transmits  tbe 
name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  his  district  who  desires  to  repi'e- 
sent  American  mamifacturers  and  exporters  of  glassware. 

Snap  fasteners.  No.  18176. — A  business  man  in  Spain  informs  an  AmerittEiK 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  mannfac- 
turers  of  snap-clasp  fasteners  for  women's  dressea  Samples  of  the  fas- 
teners may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  Pile 
No.  64822.)  The  man  states  tliot  he  can  use  about  200,000  gross  of  these 
fasteners.    References  are  given. 

Filter  pads.  No.  18177. — A  brewing  firm  in  Greece  has  informed  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  get  Into  touch  with  American  exporters 
of  fiber  filter  pads  for  beer  filters,  ns  per  sample,  which  may  be  examined 
at  the  bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  64699.)  Correspond- 
ence should  be  in  the  German  language.  The  firm  desires  to  purchase 
about  600  pounds  of  this  material.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  t. 
destination  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  preferably  the  former. 
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CHnrA  EXPECTS  BEITEWED  FOEEION  TRADE. 

[American  Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  Shanghai,  July  20.] 

The  disastrous  fall  in  silver  exchange  has  militated  severely  against 
the  import  trade  of  China,  and  the  increased  freight  rates  and 
scarcity  of  tonnage  have  made  impossible  the  export  trade  in  the 
bulky  products.  The  trans-Pacific  freight  rate  on  bran  prior  to  the 
war  was  on  a  weight  basis  of  $6  gold  a  ton,  whereas  at  present  the  rate 
is  on  measurement  and  amounts  to  $25  a  ton,  thus  prohibiting  trade 
in  products  of  this  sort  entirely. 

Prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  Chinese  importers  had 
stocked  heavily  on  most  foreign  imports,  piece  goods  especially,  and 
they  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  buy  a  gi$«at  deal  since.  .How- 
ever, stocks  are  now  reported  as  being  pretty  -well  cleaned  up,  and 
new  trade  is  now  looked  for  in  a  substantial  way.  Freight  rates  for 
goods  from  America  seem  to  be  easing  up  a  bit,  lending  promise  to 
trade.  The  reports  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  steamers 
and  the  sale  of  two  of  the  Robert  Dollar  Pacific  steamers  have  had  a 
very  depressing  effect  on  trade  with  the  United  States. 


BETTER  SAir  FBANCISCO-SYDNEY  HAIL  SERVICE. 

An  additional  16-knot  American  steamer  will  be  put  on  the  route 
of  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Co.  between  San  Francisco  and  Sydney, 
and  regular  and  expeditious  service  to  the  United  States  from  Samoa 
is  contemplated  through  arrangements  that  have  been  concluded  be- 
tween that  company  and  Postmaster  General  Burleson  for  the 
Oceanic  Co.'s  steamers  to  sail  from  San  Francisco  and  Sydney 
every  three  weeks  instead  of  once  in  four  weeks,  as  has  been  the  cus- 
tom in  the  past.  The  ships  are  to  call,  on  the  outward  and  homeward 
trips,  at  both  Pago  Pago,  Samoa,  and  Honolulu.  The  service  from 
the  United  States  naval  station  at  Samoa  has  been  via  Sydney  and 
thence  to  San  Francisco,  as  the  steamers  did  not  call  at  Pago  Pago 
on  the  homeward  trips. 

«77»'-lS  1«89 
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KABTTFACTTJBE  OF  WOOD  PULP  AHD  PAFEB  IH  HEW  ZEAIAHD. 

[ConsDl  Oenenil  Alfred  A.  Wbudow,  Aackland,  Jnly  20.] 

New  regulations  relating  to  the  learang  of  CrOTemment  land  for 
the  manufacture  of  wood  pulp  in  New  Zealand  have  been  issued. 
There  seems  to  be  a  fair  outlook  for  the  production  of  wood  pulp 
and  the  manufacture  of  paper  in  New  Zealand  if  sufficient  capital 
can  be  interested  to  install  a  plant.  The  timber  has  been  thoroughly 
tested,  according  to  reliable  information,  and  is  said  to  be  of  a 
high  grade.  A  syndicate  has  a  concession  covering  30,000  acres  of 
wood-pulp  timber  lands,  with  more  available.  In  connection  with 
the  timber  concession,  they  have  a  water-power  site  capable  of  gen- 
erating about  4,000  horsepower  to  operate  the  plant.  , 

Ooremment  Aid — Kanufaeture  and  Imports.  ' 

The  New  2iealand  Government  is  interested  in  the  development 
of  this  industry  and  has  offered  to  remit  all  rents  and  royalties  on 
the  first  500  tons  of  pulp,  and  even  to  go  further  if  it  seemed  ad- 
Adsable. 

A  limited  amount  of  paper  has  been  manufactured  in  this  country 
from  imported  wood  pulp,  mostly  from  Canada  and  Scandinavia, 
but  freight  rates  are  now  hi^h  and  the  supply  restricted  almost 
entirely  from  Canada,  hence  this  seems  an  opportune  time  to  develop 
the  industry.  During  1913  the  imports  of  print  paper  amounted  to 
14,512  tons  and  wrapping  paper  to  996  tons.  Print  paper  from 
United  Kingdom  and  possessions  is  admitted  free  and  is  subject  to 
a  duty  of  20  per  cent- ad  valorem  when  imported  from  other  coun- 
tries, and  on  wrapping  paper  the  duty  is  $1.21  per  hundredweight 
from  United  Kingdom  and  possessions  and  $1.82  per  hundredweight 
from  all  other  countries. 

[Tbe.CQBSul  general  seat  a  copy  of  the  official  publication  containing  the  regu- 
lations for  leasing  land  for. manufacturing  wood  pulp,  also  the  address  of  the 
parties  Interested  In  this  Industry  in  New  Zealand.  These  are  available  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ond  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
bruucbes.    liefer  to  file  No.  65121.] 


UABKET  FOB  A  SHOE- WiUTEH  1110  PSEFASATIOIT. 

ISpeclal  Agent  Garrard  Ilarrls.] 

There  is  a  good  opportunity  in  Central  America  for  the  sale  of  a 
preparation  K)r  whitening  shoes.  At  present  there  is  considerable 
difficulty  in  getting  this  sort  of  work  satisfactorily  done,  and  the 
local  compositions  of  whiting,  chalk,  zinc,  etc.,  which  are  being  widely 
used,  do  not  give  good  results.  To  meet  the  requirements  of  the  situa- 
tion a  preparation  should  not  be  in  liquid  form,  as  the  cost  of  bottles 
■  and  breakage  would  make  it  too  expensive.  It  should  preferably  be 
put  up  in  tin  boxes,  like  ordinary  shoe  polishes,  and  be  of  such  a  con- 
sistency that  a  few  drops  of  water  would  make  it  ready  for  use.  It 
should  dry  without  powdering  or  rubbing  off  easily,  and  the  cost 
should  not  exceed  that  of  other  similar  preparations  put  up  in  a  like 
manner.  The  labels  should  be  in  Spanish.  A  readily  available  sup- 
ply of  a  preparation  meeting  these  conditions  woiud  probably  do 
much  to  popularize  the  use  of  white  canvas  shoe& 
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NEW  GOVEENMElfT  PUBnCATIONS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  August  28  the  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

United  States  Military  Telegraph  Lines. — Regulations  for  Alaskan  cables  and 
wii'eless  telegraph  stations,  1911,  Signal  Corps  Manual  No.  2.  General  infor- 
mation and  regulations  relative  to  operating,  etc.,  the  United  States  military 
telegraph  lines,  cables,  and  wireless.    Price,  cloth,  65c. 

Teaching  Modern  Languages  in  United  S/o(e«.— Education  Bureau  Bulletin 
No.  3,  1913,  reprint.  Historical  account  of  the  teaching  of  modem  languages, 
German,  French,  Spanish,  and  Italian,  In  the  United  States,  including  story  of 
development.    Price,  15c. 

Secondary  Schools  in  Central  America,  South  America,  and  West  Indies.-^ 
Scholastic  scope  and  standards.  Educational  Bureau  Bulletin  26,  1915.  General 
study  of  educational  institutions  in  Latin  America.    Price,  10c. 

InflammaWitv  of  Mixtures  of  Gasoline  Vapor  and  Air. — Mines  Technical 
Paper  15.  Important  publication  concerning  the  risks  involved  in  storage  and 
use  of  gasoline.    Price,  5c. 

Tfatural  Qas  and  Illuminating  Oas. — ^Analysis  of,  by  fractional  distillation  at 
low  temperatures  and  pressures;  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  104.  A  tech- 
nical work  on  the  preparation  of  pure  gases  and  analyses  of  natural  and  illu- 
minating gas.    Price,  5c. 

Value  of  High-Pressure  Steam  Test  of  Portland  Cements. — Standards  Bureau 
Technologic  Paper  47.  Covering  scope  of  investigation,  materials  used,  descrip- 
tion of  tests,  with  conclusion.    Price,  15c. 

Dyestuffs  for  American  Textile  and  Other  Industries. — Special  Agents'  Series 
96,  reprint.  Covering  the  dyestuff  situation  in  the  United  States,  including 
processes  of  manufacture,  German  coal-tar  industry,  etc.    Price,  lOc. 

Cypress  and  Juniper  Trees  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region. — Agricultural  De- 
partment Bulletin  207.  Voluminous  characteristics,  etc.,  with  key  to  species, 
profusely  illustrated.    Price,  25c. 

Portland  Cement  Concrete  Pavements  for  Country  Roads. — ^Agriculture  De- 
partment Bulletin  249.  Embracing  materials,  construction,  methods,  organiza- 
tion, equipment,  costs,  maintenance,  etc.    Price,  15c.'  ' 

Methods  of  Wholesale  Distribution  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables  on  Large  Mar- 
kets.— Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  267.  Covering  distributing  agencies, 
methods,  terminal  distribution,  etc.    Price,  5c. 

Canned  Fruits,  Preserves,  and  Jellies;  Household  Methods  of  Preparation.-^ 
Farmers'  Bulletin  203.  Direction  for  preserving  fruits  and  Jellies,  with  many 
recipes.    Price,  5c. 

Use  of  Concrete  on  the  Farm. — Farmers'  Bullethi  461.  Selection  of  materials, 
proiwrtlous,  mixing,  tools  required,  etc.    Price,  5c. 


BTTSSIAH  SUQAE  FIBMS. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  July  23.] 

The  number  of  sugar-producing  firms  in  the  Eussian  Empire  in 
operation  during  1914-15  was  273,  compared  with  292  during  the 
period  1913-14.  They  were  located  as  follows:  Southwestern  dis- 
trict, 162  in  1913-14  and  153  in  1914-15 ;  central  ("  black  earth  ")  dis- 
trict, 76  in  1913-14  and  79  in  1914-15;  eastern  district,  17  in  1913-14 
and  17  in  1914-15;  Polish  Provinces,  47  in  1913-14  and  24  in  1914-15. 


It  is  expected  that  the  section  of  the  Pan  American  Railway  con- 
necting the  Uruguayan  cities  of  Durazno  and  Trinidad  will  be 
completed  in  October  next. 
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A  STITDT  OF  TH£  QTJALITT  OF  FLATIHTnC  WABK 

At  the  suggestion  of  a  committee  of  the  American  Chemical  Soci- 
ety, the  Bureau  of  Standards  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  has 
made  an  experimental  studj^  of  the  quality  and  purity  of  platinum 
utensils,  such  as  crucibles,  wire  gauze,  dishes,  etc.,  and  has  developed 
a  delicate  thermoelectric  test  for  platinum  purity  which  permits  a 
rapid  estimate  to  be  made  of  the  amount  of  included  foreign  matter, 
such  as  iridium  or  iron,  without  injuring  the  article  tested.  This 
thermoelectric  test  is  being  generally  adopted  by  large  purchasers  of 
platinum  ware. 

The  losses  in  weight  on  heating  and  after  acid  washing  have  been 
determined  for  several  grades  of  platinum  crucible,  including  pure 

Slatinum,  and  ware  containing  iridium  or  rhodium,  and  also  iron, 
rom  the  results  of  this  investigation  it  is  now  possible  to  predict 
very  closely  what  will  be  the  loss  in  weight  of  a  "  platinum  "  crucible 
when  heated,  thus  eliminating  a  serious  source  of  uncertainty  in  exact 
analytical  chemistry.  Ordinary  grades  of  platinum  are  found  to 
lose  from  0.7  to  2.7  milligrams  per  hour  per  100  square  centimeters 
of  surface  at  1,200"  C.  Curiously  enough  the  small  amounts  of  iron 
always  present  in  platinum  are  found  to  bear  no  simple  relation  to 
the  magnetic  properties. 

Suggestions  are  also  given  concerning  specifications  for  the  pur- 
chase of  platinum  crucibles. 

Copies  of  Scientific  Paper  No.  254,  the  publication  upon  this  sub- 
ject, may  be  obtained  without  charge  on  request  to  the  Bureau  of 
Standards^  Washington,  D.  C. 


CHILE  MAT  FIND  FSTTIT  HASEET  IN  OBEAT  BBITADT. 

[American  Commercial  AttaoM  V.  L.  Bavens,  Saotlago,- JUI7  19.] 

A  letter  has  been  published  here  from  the  Chilean  minister  to 
England  to  a  fruit  grower  in  Chile,  stating  that  it  would  seem  that 
the  sale  of  Chilean  fruit  in  that  country  is  quite  possible.  The  min- 
ister reports  that  fruit  samples  that  had  been  shipped  arrived,  appar- 
ently alter  a  trip  of  five  weeks,  and  says  of  their  conditicm:  "The 
S'apes  arrived  in  perfect  condition,  but  the  peaches  were  spoiled, 
ne  of  the  melons  was  spoiled,  but  the  other,  though  bruised,  could 
be  eaten,  and  was  in  excellent  condition.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
the  time  of  delivery  can  be  cut  down  at  least  a  week.  The  fruit 
must  be  first  class,  as  London  receives  the  best  the  world  produces. 
The  prices  paid  are  very  high,  which  will  compensate  for  any  rea- 
sonable loss  in  good  fruit." 

A  Santiago  newspaper,  in  commenting  on  this  letter,  says : 

Fresh  fruit,  careful  packing,  and  the  establishment  of  Ice  boxes  on  the  ships, 
which  do  not  exist  to-day,  is  what  Is  required.  If  we  had  a  national  merchant 
marine  we  could  demand  the  Iced  compartments.  The  same  firm  sent  an  em- 
ployee to  Brazil  with  numerous  samples  of  Chilean  wine  and  found  that  a  good 
business  could  be  established  if  there  was  only  means  of  securing  transportation 
service.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  proper  transportation  facilities  will  ever  be  bad 
until  Chile  has  a  national  merchant  marine.  In  this  connection  it  should  not 
be  overlooked  that  the  English  line  of  steamers  (Paclflc  Steam  Navigation  Go.) 
carried  the  fruit  samples  free  of  charge. 
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BTTSSIAN  MARKET  FOB  FEB13LIZEB&  AND  SPBEADEBS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Aug.  2.] 

There  has  been  much  discussion  of  late  in  Eussia  concerning  the 
desirability  of  de%-eloping  the  production  and  sale  of  artificial  ma- 
nure, especially  superphosphates.  The  use  of  artificial  manure  in 
connection  with  a  tendency  toward  intensive  agriculture  is  constantly 
increasing,  and  there  is  now  a  great  scarcity  of  such  fertilizers. 

There  are  in  various  parts  of  Russia  plentiful  deposits  of  raw 
superphosphates,  but  until  factories  can  be  started  near  such  de- 
posits for  making  chemical  fertilizers  high  prices  for  such  fertilizers 
will  probably  prevail,  owing  to  the  heavy  cost  of  freight  and  other 
charges  incident  to  their  importation  from  other  countries.  At  pres- 
ent there  are  practically  no  factories  in  Eussia  for  making  artificial 
manures.  [See  reports  on  superphosphates  in  Eussia  in  Commerce 
Retorts  for  Apr.  29  and  July  22, 1915.] 

SevelopinK  Fertilizer  Uanufactnre — Karket  for  Manure  Spreaders. 

At  a  recent  meeting  in  Petrograd  of  representatives  of  the  Eussiau 
Department  of  Agriculture  with  representatives  from  zemstvos  (pro- 
vincial councils)  and  agricultural  implement  manufacturers  it  was 
a^eed  that  arrangements  should  be  made  by  zemstvos  and  other 
similar  bodies  for  a  combined  purchase  of  artificial  manure  and  for 
the  granting  of  favorable  credit,  so  as  to  keep  out  syndicates  and 
other  intermediaries  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  consumers. 

It  was  further  considered  desirable  for  developing  the  artificial  fer- 
tilizer industry  that  the  following  program  should  be  recommended 
to  the  Government : 

(1)  Continuing  geological  and  technical  investigations  in  Russia 
in  connection  with  deposits  of  phosphate,  salt  of  potassium,  pyrites, 
and  other  articles  suitable  for  making  artificial  manure. 

(2)  Granting  money  prizes  for  the  invention  of  new  methods  of 
preparing  artificial  manures. 

(3)  Granting  credit  by  zemstvos  and  other  similar  bodies  on  favor- 
able conditions  for  starting  factories  and  operating  deposits  of  phos- 
phates and  other  minerals  used  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
manure. 

(4)  Subsidizing  ^as,  coke,  metal,  and  other  factories  whose  by- 
products could  be  utilized  in  making  artificial  manure. 

(o)  Removing  the  duty  on  materials  to  be  used  for  erecting  and 
fitting  up  factories  for  manufacturing  artificial  manure,  and  also  on 
bags  used  exclusively  for  packing  superphosphates. 

In  connection  witn  the  increasing  use  of  artificial  manure  in  Rus- 
sia, it  should  be  of  interest  to  American  manufacturers  of  manure 
spreaders  to  give  greater  attention  to  the  Russian  market.  A  few 
American  spreaders  are  used  in  Russia,  but  they  have  the  reputation 
of  being  somewhat  complicated  and  troublesome  to  keep  in  working 
condition. 

A  Missouri  manufacturer  of  adding  machines  writes  that  through 
information  supplied  by  the  St.  Louis  branch  of  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  he  has  mad^  good  connections  in  Stock- 
holm, Sweden. 
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OENE&AL  TBAOE  COHSITIOirS  IH  AMSTEBDAH  DISTUOT. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Hahln,  AmstenUm,  Netherlanda,  Aug.  13.] 

Beports  appearing  in  American  newspapers  coming  to  this  con- 
sulate are  to  the  general  effect  that  business  conditions  in  the  Neth- 
erlands are  very  bad  and  that  trade  in  various  lines  is  practically  at 
a  standstill  on  account  of  the  war.  Details  are  given  in  some  in- 
stances, and  they  are  substantially  correct,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 

But  in  order  to  make  these  accounts  an  accurate  description  of  the 
business  situation  as  a  whole  in  the  Netherlands  it  is  necessary  to 
supplement  them  with  the  statement  that  some  brapches  of  trade  are 
prospering  enormously  on  account  of  the  war.  It  is  common  report 
in  this  city,  which  nobody  denies,  that  large  fortunes  have  already 
been  made  and  are  now  being  made  in  articles  and  in  branches  of 
commerce  which  the  war  has  placed  in  great  demand. 

The  statements  and  opinions  which  follow  are  not  all  based  on 
my  own  personal  knowledge,  but  are  obtained  mainly  from  well- 
informed  persons  engaged  in  different  pursuits,  and  apply  to  this 
consular  district. 

Greater  Frosperily  in  Colonial  Prodnots. 

TraflBc  in  Dutch  colonial  products  has  always  been  one  of  the  most 
important  and  most  lucrative  industries  of  this  locality.  The  war  has 
given  it  even  more  prosperity.  Coffee,  copra  (coconut  meat),  cocoa 
products,  and  sundry  other  important  articles  are  in  great  demand 
at  prices  satisfactory  to  the  sellers.  One  informant  says,  to  illus- 
trate the  situation,  that  sellers  are  asking  any  price  they  choose  for 
coffee,  and  are  getting  it,  from  other  countries. 
Enhanced  Banking  Advantages — Seoniitles  Tina. 

Amsterdam  is  a  great  banking  and  financial  center.  Much  of  the 
exchange  formerly  transacted  in  countries  now  at  war  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  banks  of  this  city.  At  the  Stock  Exchange  there  is 
special  activity  in  "  gilt  edge  "  State  and  industrial  securities.  Ship- 
ping and  industrial  securities  have  advanced,  on  the  whole,  about 
25  per  cent  since  the  war  began.  The  recent  issue  of  5  per  cent 
Netherlands  Government  bonds,  which  started  at  97,  is  now  quoted 
at  102.  Certain  Dutch  4J  per  cent  securities  have  advanced  from 
85  to  95.  American  securities,  especially  industrials,  are  firm  at  this 
writing. 

Frosperltjr  In  Metal  Trades,  Shipping,  and  Agriculture. 

Large  dealers  in  metals  and,  generally  speaking,  in  metal  manu- 
factures, have  thriven  since  the  war  began. 

All  shipping  is  flourishing.  The  cost  of  a  ship  can  be  recouped  in 
two  voyages,  since  freight  charges  have  increased  from  100  up  to  as 
high  as  500' per  cent  in  some  cases.  Naturally  steamship  shares  have 
risen. 

Farmers  are  prosperous,  not. merely  because  crops  are  good  but 
because  everything  producible  on  their  land  is  in  active  demand  at 
high  prices. 
Keeovery  of  Diamond  Bnsinetf. 

The  outbreak  of  the  war  fairly  prostrated  the  diamond  industry, 
but  it  has  been  steadily  recovering  during  the  past  several  months. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMBBCB  BEFOBT8;  -1095 

The  exports  of  diamonds  from  Amsterdam  to  the  United  States,  the 
principal  market,  have  been  greater  since  the  1st  of  July  this  year 
than  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1914  and  1913. 

Conditions  Changed. 

The  evident  fact  is  that  this  country  is  not  suffering  a  general  trade 
paralysis  and  is  not  threatened  with  bankruptcy,  but  that  conditions 
have  changed.  This  change  has  reduced  profits  in  some  lines  and  has 
made  operations  in  some  other  lines  improfitable.  The  bulb  trade 
lacks  its  usual  prosperity.  The  demand  for  Dutch  gin  and  liqueurs 
is  reduce'd.  Textile  mills  suffer  from  lack  of  raw  materials,  and  some 
other  manufacturing  lines  from  other  causes.  Retail  trade  is  not 
brisk,  on  the  whole.  Artists  suffer  from  a  restricted  market.  People 
working  for  fixed  salaries  feel  keenly  the  increased  cost  of  living,  due 
to  the  war,  amounting  probably  to  15  per  cent  on  the  whole.  And 
so  on. 

It  is  possible  that  among  people  earning  small  wages,  and  also 
among  skilled  workmen,  more  lose  than  gain  by  the  changed  condi- 
tions ;  but  happily  the  local  benevolent  institutions  are  so  numerous, 
active,  and  well  endowed  that  positive  need  would  be  relieved  while 
labor  adjusted  itself  to  the  altered  situation. 

As  one  evidence  of  prosperity,  it  is  remarked  that  there  has  never 
been  so  visible  a  disposition  to  buy  automobiles  in  this  district  as 
now. 

Men  whose  affairs  have  gone  wrong  because  of  the  war  naturally 
take  a  gloomy  view  of  the  present  trade  situation.  But  men  in  the 
midst  of  and  familiar  with  large  affairs  in  Amsterdam  characterize 
it  as  merely  a  change,  without  appreciable  loss  in  total  earnings  and 
profits.  Others  of  this  class  even  go  so  far  as  to  express  the  belief 
that  this  country  is  at  present  more  prosperous,  on  the  whole,  than 
it  was  when  the  war  began,  and  that  some  of  the  factors  in  this  added 
prosperity  will  be  retamed  permanently. 


BICE  CTTLTTJItE  IN  OBEEE  MACEDONIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Alfred  R.  Thomson,  SalonlU,  Greece,  July  30.] 

Eice  culture  has  not  made  great  advance  in  Greek  Macedonia. 
Domestic  production  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  although  the  possi- 
bilities for  the  development  of  the  local  industry  are  considerable, 
because  of  the  abundance  of  marshy  land  in  certain  parts  of  this 
district.  During  1914,  5,408  long  tons  of  rice  were  imported  through 
the  port  of  Saloniki,  while  1,125  tons  were  exported.  The  lack  of 
development  of  the  industry  and  the  present  large  importation  of  rice 
is  due  to  the  shortage  of  agricultural  labor  in  this  district. 

Vodena,  near  Saloniki,  is  the  chief  center  of  rice  production  in 
Greek  Macedonia,  the  annual  production  in  this  re^on  being  esti- 
mated at  from  30  to  40  long  tons.  Water  runs  contmually  through 
the  soil  in  this  region.  The  sowing  season  is  in  April  and  the  crop  is 
reaped  in  October.  The  yield  per  dounoum  (1  dounoum=856.48 
square  yards)  in  these  regions  is  from  300  to  800  okes  (846.50  to 
2,257.50  pounds)  of  unshelled  rice.  One  hundred  okes  (282.19  pounds) 
of  mishelled  rice  will  supply  about  50  okes  (141.09  pounds)  of  shelled 
rice.  About  10  okes  (28.20  pounds)  of  seed  are  required  for  sowing 
a  dounoum. 
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AUSTRAUAV  QOYSSLSiBSMT  COSTROL  07  STTOAIL 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittaia,  Sydney,  Jnly  8.] 

The  question  of  sugar  supply  to  the  people  of  Australia  has  become 
serious  in  consequence  of  the  extremely  dry  weather,  which  reduced 
the  production  of  cane  sugar  in  Queensland  last  year. 

In  order  that  the  people  may  be  supplied  at  reasonable  prices,  and 
to  prevent  private  concerns  from  advancing  the  price,  the  Common- 
wealth government  has  made  arrangements  with  the  Queensland 
government  by  which  the  latter  has  acquired  the  whole  of  the  sugar 
crop  for  1915  upon  terms  which  will  average  £18  ($87.60J  per  ton 
for  raw  sugar. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Governments  .of  New 
South  Wales  and  Victoria,  and  the  other  States  are  expected  to  co- 
operate, through  which  sugar  will  be  retailed  throughout  Australia 
at  a  price  not  to  exceed  6  cents  per  pound. 

The  Government  has  taken  over,  upon  satisfactory  terms,  ship- 
ments of  sugar  coming  from  Java  purchased  by  private  firms.  The 
price  paid  for  this  sugar  is  satisfactory  to  the  Government  and  will 
not  entail  any  loss  upon  the  private  firms  which  had  purchased  the 
sugar  in  Java. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Government  will  put  the  sugar  on  the 
market  from  July  19. 

I  understand  that  the  Government  has  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  growtere  of  raw  sugar  and  (he  millers,  which  is  satisfactory 
to  both  parties,  and  that  arrangements  will  be  made  with  the  Colonial 
Sugar  Refining  Co.  to  refine  the  raw  sugar  for  the  Government. 


FBOFITS  OF  BBITISH  OIL-MIILINO  COHFAKT. 

(Consnl  Charles  M.  Hathaway,  Jr.,  Bull,  England,  Aug.  13.] 

The  interim  i-eport '  issued  July  28,  1915,  by  the  British  Oil  & 
Cake  Mills  (Ltd.),  the  largest  oil-milling  concern  in  England,  con- 
tains the  following  significant  statement,  showing  that  war  condi- 
tions have  actually  benefited  the  company's  operations  in  the  mate- 
rials they  were  dealing  with  at  the  outbreak  oi  the  war,  besides  open- 
ing out  entirely  new  lines  in  the  treating  of  palm  kernels,  peanuts, 
and  copra,  from  which  the  profits  to  be  realized  are  as  yet  mostly 
prospective : 

The  profits  for  the  six  months  have  been  exceptionally  good,  due  to  better 
margins  consequent  on  a  liberal  supply  of  raw  material  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  company  bought  largely  at  the  end  of  last  year  and  the  beginning  of  this 
year  when  prices  of  oil  seeds,  more  particularly  cotton  seed,  were  at  very  low 
levels.  The  chairman.  In  addressing  the  shareholders  at  the  Inst  ordinary 
'general  meeting,  stated  that  the  measures  taken  after  the  outbreak  of  war'  had 
enabled  the  company  to  take  advantage  of  the  trend  of  markets,  and  that  tbe 
prospects  for  the  first  half  of  tbe  year  were  distinctly  good. 

In  view  of  present  conditions  and  the  uncertainties  of  the  future,  the  directors 
have  deemed  It  inadvisable  to  issue  an  interim  abstract  of  account  as  hitherto, 
but  they  have  reason  to  expect  that  the  profits  for  the  current  year  will  prove 
to  be  greatly  in  excess  of  those  realized  in  former  years.  The  board  desirea, 
however,  to  remind  the  shareholders  that  the  funds  to  pay  for  the  pew  mill  and 
machinery  for  treating  palm  kernels,  groundnuts,  etc.,  will  have  to  be  provided 
out  of  profits,  as  the  Issue  of  further  capital  to  meet  this  expenditure  Is  prae- 
tlcally  Impossible. 
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mcEEASE^  nr  fubiic  debt  of  ttsvottat. 

[Ainerieaii  Ulnlster  R.  S.  Jetterj,  Montevideo,  Tnly  2.] 
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The  amount  of  the  public  debt  of  Uruguay  on  December  31,  1&14, 
was  $141,144,139,  compared  with  $136,298,858  on  December  31,  1913. 
The  increase  is  $4,845,281,  compared  with  an  increase  of  $3,003,713  in 
the  preceding  year.  During  1914  the  increase  in  loans  included  the 
treasury  bills  debt  of  $2,460,200,  to  liquidate  arrears  in  payments  and 
for  other  objects,  and  the  1915  5  per  cent  loan  (foreign)  to  consoli- 
date and  cancel  the  floating  debt,  $5,040,092.  The  latter  was  orig- 
inally planned  for  double  the  amount,  but  the  issue  of  the  second  half 
was  prevented  by  the  war. 

Some  small  amounts  of  previously  existing  loans  were  also  issued, 
making  the  total  new  issue  during  the  year  $7,685,133,  against  which 
is  balanced  the  amount  redeemed  during  the  year,  $2,839,852,  making 
the  net  increase  in  the  total  debt  $4,845,281.  The  totals  of  the  debt  on 
December  31  of  successive  years  were : 


Years. 

To'.al 
amouats. 

Years. 

Total 
.  amounts. 

Years. 

Total 
amounts. 

19(B 

$123, 174, 8» 
123,754,455 
122,736,a»7 
121.455,747 
127,275,933 

1907 

$128,138,917 
130,157.089 
135,805,784 
1.34,228,879 
131,857,540 

1912 

$I33,29S,14S 
I36,298,»58 
141,144,130 

inoa 

I9(W 

1913 

1904    

1909 

1914  ..; 

]90i 

IVIO 

igot 

1911 

The  growth  of  the  public  debt  since  1860,  when  it  stood  at 
$2,726,880,  has  been,  by  five-year  periods:  In  1865,  increased  to 
$11,096,440;  1870,  $17,421,019;  1875,  $45,198,189;  1880,  $48,505,068; 
1885,  $60,174,294;  1890,  $88,848,850;  1895,  $104,977,415;  1900,  $125,- 
506,953. 

AMEBICAN  DAIB7  BOTTIES  IN  CHINA. 

,  [CoDsal  General  Creorge  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  July  16.] 

A  short  time  ago  an  American  concern  in  Hongkong  secured  an 
order  fi-om  a  large  dairy  interest,  the  largest  dairy  in  the  Far  East 
(The  Hongkong  Dairy  Farm,  Ltd.),  for  several  thousand  crates  of 
milk  bottles.  The  Hongkong  concern  several  years  ago  had  taken 
a  trial  order  of  American  bottles,  but  had  not  been  satisfied  with 
the  shipment  received.  Practically  all  such  supplies  have  been 
secured  in  recent  years  from  Europe.  Thi2  recent  order  for  Ameri- 
can bottles,  however,  was  given  not  only  because  it  is  difficult  to  get 
supplies  from  belligerent  countries,  but  the  price  and  quality  as 
f^own  by  sample  .was  favorable.  The  goods  ordered  have  arrived 
and  the  company  has  declared  that  the  bottles  are  superior  in 
quality  and  finish  and  are  lower  in  price  than  those  they  have  been 
receivmg  from  Europe  for  years. 


Egypt's  purchases  of  indigo  dwindled  to  1,373  pounds  in  the  four 
months  ended  with  April,  1915,  as  contrasted  with  imports  of  80,843 
pounds  and  104,390  pounds  in  the  corresponding  pei'iods  of  1914  and 
1918,  respectively. 
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RirSSIAH  COTTOV  SZTITATIOS. 

(Oabl<>cr>iii  froio  CommcreUI  Attecb<  HeiUT  D.  Baker.  PetroKnid.1 

Out  of  9/XX),000  spinning  spindles  ordinarily  operating  in 
KiiKsia  (excluding  Finland),  there  are  7./>00,000  outside  the  zone  of 
military  operations.  These  are  ail  working  full  speed  on  two  9-honr 
(-hifts,  giving  an  average  of  about  3  poods  (108  pounds)  per  spindle 
l)er  year,  as  against  ^Z  poods  (72  pounds)  before  the  war,  or  a 
total*  of  '2-2,.jO<),(X»0  poods  (1,6-25,000  bales  of  500  pounds).  The 
liussian  crop  from  Turkestan  and  Transcaucasia  is  understood  to 
l)e  15,000,000  to  17,500,000  poods  (1,083,000  to  1,264,000  bales),  and 
nbout  2,000,000  poods  (144,000  bales)  may  be  obtained  from  Persia, 
though  little  is  known  about  the  Persian  crop.  Ordinarily  1,500,000 
poo(£  (108,000  bales)  would  be  expected  from  Egypt,  but  now  the 
difficulty  in  getting  cotton  from  Egypt  is  greater  even  than  in  get- 
ting it  from  the  United  States.  No  reliable  estimate  is  obtainable 
of  stocks  on  hand,  but  they  are  supposed  to  be  small. 

It  is  anticipated  in  Moscow  that,  about  January,  Bussia  will  im- 
port from  the  United  States  a  fair  amount  of  cotton  to  arrive  dur- 
ing the  spring.  Since  Russian  orders  for  American  cotton  in 
competition  with  the  Asiatic  and  Egjrptian  supply  will  depend 
largely  on  getting  cotton  via  Archangel  or  Vladivostok  without 
great  delays,  I  would  suggest  some  cooperative  arrangement  between 
American  exporters  and  Russian  importers  for  special  forwarding 
facilities  at  Archangel  by  river  and  canal  service  next  spring.  En- 
couragement has  been  given  to  the  Archangel  route  by  the  permis- 
sion just  given  by  the  Russian  Government  to  reload  cotton  at  Arch- 
angel direct  from  ocean  steamers  to  river  boats,  according  to  the  bill 
of  lading,  weights  partially  checked,  instead  of  having  the  bales 
unloaded  and  weighed  at  the  customhouse  and  then  reloaded  on  the 
boats,  which  has  hitherto  caused  great  delay  and  expense. 


AHEBICAH  FLOUB  DT  CHILE. 

Commercial  Attache  Verne  L.  Havens  reports  from  Santiago  that 
the  high  prices  of  wheat  in  Chile  have  made  it  necessary  for  certain 
millers  and  wholesalers  to  import  more  flour  from  the  United  States. 
In  normal  times  Chile  imports  vei^  little  flour.  Shipments  thither 
of  American  flour  during  the  last  six  flscal  years  ended  June  30  have 
been  as  follows: 

Total  thipmentt  by  years  ended  June  SO. 


1»10 

i»n 

1913 

1»13 

UM 

»U 

B&rrob 

4,271 
t20,a6S 

IS,  034 

167,1-2 

3S,357 
$133,265 

.28,781 
$114,414 

152,324 
$574,456 

»4,SS3 

$1,330^875 

Valuo 

ExpoTlt  by  month  during  year  ended  June  30,  1915. 


Bureb. 


Value. 


Blx  months,  Jaly-D«ceinber,  1914 

January,  1015 

Februafv,  1915 

March,  1915 

April  1916 

M«y,191« 

Juno,  1916 

Total,  13  monlba 


66,712 
16,280 

\i,va 

16,495 
111,980 
19,730 
25,741 


$311,218 

84,615 

46,380 

94,142 

864,010 


254,963 


1,330^876 
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HOBE  ELECTRIC  FOWEB  EBOH  NIAOABA  FALLS. 

[Consul  JuUns  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Canada,  Aug.  16.) 

A  commissioii  representing  the  State  of  New  York  has  just  had  a 
conference  in  Toronto  with  Sir  Adam  Beck,  chairman  of  the  Hydro- 
Electric  Power  Commission  of  Ontario,  with  regard  to  getting  more 
power  from  Niagara  Falls  for  the  people  of  New  York. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Waterways  Treaty  Canada  was  allotted 
36,000  and  the  United  States  20,000  cubic  feet  of  water  per  second ; 
and  it  was  agreed  that  50  per  cent  of  the  power  developed  on  the 
Canadian  ^de  might  be  leased  to  companies  in  the  United  States  for 
use  there  so  long  as  it  was  not  needed  in  Ontario.  There  is  an  un- 
allotted power  6,600  second-feet  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  of  Ontario.  The  Hydro-Electric  Commission  of 
Ontario  was  able  to  contract  with  the  Ontario  Power  Co.  at  Niagara 
Falls  for  100,000  horsepower  at  $9  a  horsepower;  but  as  it  has  now 
nearly  exhausted  that  amount  it  may  have  to  contract  for  more  power 
or  generate  power  for  its  own  use  in  supplying  the  municipalities  of 
the  Province.  In  these  circumstances  Sir  Adam  Beck  could  not  en- 
courage the  New  York  commissioners  to  expect  any  more  power  than 
the  State  is  now  receiving,  that  is,  about  50  per  cent  of  all  the  power 
generated  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  river. 

The  success  of  the  work  of  supplying  Ontario  municipalities  with 
electric  power  was  fully  explained,  and  it  was  stated  that  Canada 
would  hardly  be  willing  to  modify  or  abrogate  the  treaty  in  order 
that  more  power  might  be  available  for  use  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
Asked  for  his  own  opinion  with  regard  to  the  question  of  obtaining 
more  power,  Sir  Adam  Beck  declared  that  this  end  could  be  attained 
by  spreading  the  water  more  evenly  over  the  whole  area  of  the  Falls, 
instead  of  allowing  it  to  concentrate  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  as  at 
present.  The  question  of  cooperation  in  the  .development  of  power 
from  the  St.  Lawrence  River  having  been  raised,  Sir  Adam  Beck 
expressed  the  opinion  that  Canada  would  be  ready  at  any  time  to 
cooperate  with  the  State  of  New  York  in  such  development,  since  the 
plan  was  to  make  a  deep  waterway  there  and  use  up  all  the  power  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people. 

The  extent  of  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Hydro  Electric  Power 
Commission  was  set  forth  in  the  provincial  report  from  this  office, 
published  as  a  supplement  to  Commerce  Reports  for  May  12, 1015. 

FOBEIGN  VESSELS  ASHTTTEI)  TO  AHEBICAN  BEOISTBT. 

During  the  week  ended  August  28,  1915,  there  were  admitted  to 
American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  two  freight  ves- 
sels of  a  total  tonnage  of  4,515  gross,  as  follows : 

Gross  tons. 

Steam  screw  Laura  (formerly  Dutch  Laura) 3,  l.'M 

Scbooner-barge  Prins  Valdemar  (formerly  Mexican  Prins  Valdcmar) 1,301 

The  Laura  is  now  owned  by  the  American  Transatlantic  Co.  (Inc.), 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Prins  Valdemar  by  G.  W.  McNear  (Inc.), 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Tbtal,  July  1,  IBIS,  to  Aug.  38. 1915 .. . 
Total,  fiaoal  year  ended  June  30,  ItlS.. 


Otand  total. 


Vessels. 


13 
US 


lei 


Onns. 

40,917 
£23,301 


604,278 
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STEAU  THBASHIHO  MACHIHES  DT  BUSSIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  July  27.] 

It  is  understood  that  about  4,000  steam  thrashing  outfits  are  sold 
in  the  Russian  Empire  every  year,  being  mostly  imported  from  Eng- 
land, Germany,  and  Austria-Hungary,  although  a  few  come  from  the 
United  States.  There  are  only  two  American  concerns  known  to 
be  doing  business  in  Eussia  in  this  line.  [The  names  of  these  con- 
cerns may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.] 

The  English  thrashing  machines  seem  to  be  specially  popular  in 
this  country.  They  are  well  finished  and  make  a  good  impression  on 
buyers,  who  are  already  familiar  with  their  good  reputation  for 
quality.  An  important  feature  of  these  thrashers  is  that  they  have 
special  cleaners  for  the  grain.  These  English  thrashers  are  made  so 
that  the  straw  from  the  thrashing  can  be  used  as  fuel  for  the  engine, 
and  are  therefore  specially  favored  in  districts  where  other  kinds  of 
fuel  are  difficult  to  obtain.  The  prices  of  American  steam  thrashere 
are  usually  about  25  per  cent  higher  than  other  thrashers,  which 
may  be  accounted  for  largely  by  the  higher  freight. 

Steam  thrashers  are  used  chiefly  on  large  estates  in  Russia  and  bv 
middle-class'  farmers.  As  a  rule  the  former  use  thrashers  witn 
engines  of  about  12  horsepower,  which  thrash  15  to  25  tons  per  day, 
while  middle-class  farmers  use  those  with  engines  of  6  to  8  horse- 
power, capable  of  thrashing  10  to  12  tons  per  day. 

The  Russian  peasantry  do  their  thrashing  with  small  machines 
worked  by  horses  or  by  primitive  methods.  The  thrashers  worked 
by  horses  are  all  made  in  Russia.  In  almost  every  village  in  Russia 
there  is  at  least  one  peasant  owning  a  thrasher  of  Russian  type  who 
allows  his  machine  to  go  from  one  holding  to  another,  his  profits 
being  a  percentage  of  the  grain  thrashed. 

Terms  of  Sale — Recommendations  to  American  Kannfactnrers. 

In  selling  a  thrasher  direct  to  landowners  it  is  customary  to  give 
credit  over  a  period  covering  the  harvesting  of  three  crops,  with  an 
advance  of  25  to  30  per  cent  cash  when  the  machine  is  delivered. 
Naturally  a  foreign  manufacturer  that  has  a  brancli  office  in  Russia 
is  in  a  position  to  select  and  discriminate  amongst  customers  and 
can  give  credits  that  would  be  impossible  for  a  firm  not  in  such  inti- 
mate contact  with  the  coimtry.  When  foreigp  manufacturers  have' 
no  branch  house  in  this  country  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  sell  to 
dealers  or  sometimes  through  dealers.  As  these  dealers  have  to  give 
liberal  credit,  they  likewise  must  receive  liberal  credit  from  the 
manufacturers.  The  large  dealers  have  their  headquartere  chiefly 
in  Moscow,  Odessa,  and  Kief,  with  subagencies  in  the  various  agri- 
cultural centers  of  Russia  and  Siberia.  Steam  thrashers  are  specially 
used  in  the  black-earth  country  of  southern  and  central  Russia  and 
in  the  Volga  River  districts. 

For  American  manufacturers  to  do  a  successful  business  in  Russia 
with  steam  thrashers  all  possible  economy  in  shipping  must  be  prac- 
ticed, so  that  prices  may  compete  with  those  of  European  thrashers. 
Thrashers  should  be  made  especially  strong  for  Russian  conditions, 
so  that  repairs  can  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  It  is  also  advisable  to 
pay  considerable  attention  to  finish  and  to  useful  attachments. 
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Moreover,  big  stocks  of  spare  parts  must  be  kept  in  Bussia,  and  it  is 
desirable  to  arrange  for  demonstrations  at  agricultural  exhibitions, 
fairs,  etc.  Practically  all  the  thrashers  in  use  are  of  the  portable 
type. 

EECEirr  TRADE  STATISTICS. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the 
■week  ending  August  28,  1915,  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the 
United  States  follows : 


Districts. 


Imports. 


Duties 
ooUectod. 


Exports. 


Georgia  (Savannah) 

Massachuietts  (BosIod) 

New  York 

PhiladDlphia 

Maryland  (Baltimore).. 

Virginia  (Norfolk) 

New  Orleans 

Galveston 

San  Francisco 

Washington  (Seattle)... 

Buffalo 

Chicago , 

Miebigau  (Detroit) 

Total 


tI31,3S2 

3,112,989 

14,290,293 

627,813 

418, 1«2 

300,804 

1,471,768 

59,334 

1, 7S5, seo 

3,226,283 
Jj4C,495 
.^44,0S2 
522, 4C2 


$57 
216,013 
2, 322, 944 
190, 169 
20,069 
28,734 
142,531 
3,412 

53,  ra? 

32,702 
37,013 

117,  oas 

23,251 


$245,749 
1,105,860 
37,723,623 
2,583,896 
2,361,058 
2,403,369 
4,100,871 
800,699 
1,229.223 
1,087,003 
1,716,564 
1,955,613 
2,997,632 


27,042,725 


3,188,248 


60,311,764 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  August  28  in  the  13  customs  districts  of 
$33,269,039.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  92  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  June,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  August  28  amoimted  to 
32,049  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximately 
141,012  bales. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  duties  collectedj  and  exports  at  the  13 
principal  customs  districts  for  the  nine  weeks  ended  August  28' 
follows : 


Week  ending— 


JnlyS.. 
July  10 
July  17. 
July  24. 
July  31. 
Aug.  7.. 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
Aug.  28 


Imports. 


$2S 
23 
32 
31 
30 
34 
22 
32.1 


105 
^2 
91 

il7 
03 
'82 
176 
-..«0 


Zl,M2,Tii 


Duties 
collected. 


$3,169,059 
2,734,116 

3,778,167 
3,762,327 
3,694,780 
3, 43:',  077 
3,364,946 
3,401,934 
3,188,248 


Exports. 


$60,442,243 
40,801,146 
40,270,553 
54,122.360 
64,234,669 
48,239,737 
61,266,373 
50,823,836 
60,311,764 


Excess  of 
exports. 


$20,646,773 
17,674,214 
7,362,362 
23,908,443 
23,975,871 
13,946,465 
28,829,397 
18,625,375 
33,269,039 


NEW  TYPES  OF  EBEIOHT  CABS  DT  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye  reports  from  Cape  Town,  South 
Africa,  that  two  unusual  types  of  cars  are  being  built  by  an  English 
concern  for  the  South  African  Railways.  One  is  a  whale  car" 
designed  to  transport  a  whole  whale  just  as  it  is  caught,  and  the 
other  is  a  steel  100,000-pound  box  car  of  unusual  capacity  for  a  line 
of  3  feet  6  inches  gauge.  When  the  order  is  completed  there  will 
be  500  of  these  latter  cars  in  service. 
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FOBEIGK  T£ADE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  or  Its  bramck 

olBecB.] 

Buttons,  bottles,  etc..  No.  18178. — An  American  consular  oflBcer  in  England  re- 
ports that  a  company  In  his  district  desires  to  form  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  metal  press  buttons  with 
celluloid  tops;  glass  scent  tattles,  with  glass  stoppers  and  rod  for  concen- 
trating purposes;  and  nickel-plated  screw-cap  cases  to  contain  the  glass 
bottle  and  plain  nickel  caps  to  slip  over  the  stopper.  The  sceut  bottles 
should  be  2  Inches  long  by  one-half  inch  in  diameter,  with  glass  stopper  and 
glass  rod  attached  to  the  stopper. 

Sulphuric  acid.  No.  18179. — A  firm  in  Brazil  Informs  an  American  consular 
ofiScer  that  it  is  experiencing  difficulty  in  purchasing  sulphuric  acid  to  be 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice.  American  producers  of  this  commodity 
should  correspond  with  the  company  in  the  Portuguese  language,  fumishiug 
complete  information  as  to  prices,  size  of  contaluere^  etc.  Bank  reference 
is  given. 

Roller  skates,  No.  18180. — An  American  consular  officer  in  an  insular  posses- 
sion reiK>rt8  that  a  skating  rink  is  being  established  in  his  district,  and  that 
if  it  proves  successful  other  rinks  may  be  opened  in  the  near  future.  He 
believes'  it  would  pay  American  manufacturers  of  roller  skates  to  investi- 
gate the  opportunity.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Vndericear,  hosiery,  and  gloves.  No.  18181. — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Ireland 
writes  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  agency  con- 
cessions for  the  sale  of  *11  kinds  of  underwear,  hosiery,  and  gloves  for 
women.  He  estimates  bis  annual  business  to  amount  to  about  $40,000. 
References  are  given. 

Sewing  machines,  etc.,  No.  18182. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
writes  that  a  business  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  sewing  machines,  etc.  Correspondence 
should  be  in  French. 

Hosiery,  No.  18183.— A  business  man  In  Austria  has  requested  an  American 
consular  officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manufac- 
turers of  cotton  hosiery  for  women.  Samples  of  black  and  tan  of  the 
cheapest  quality,  together  with  best  prices,  should  he  sent  by  registered 
mall.    The  man  states  that  he  can  sell  large  quantities  of  cheap  hosiery. 

Porcelain,  chinatcare,  crystal  and  glassware.  No.  18184. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  in  France  is  informed  by  a  manufacturer's  agent  that  he  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  porcelain,  chinaware,  crystal  and 
glassware.    He  wishes  to  act  on  a  commission  basis.    Reference  is  given. 

Hardware,  machinery,  agricultural  implements,  and  electrical  goods'.  No. 
18185. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America  reports  that  an 
American  who  has  resided  for  many  years  In  Colombia  Intends  to  estal>- 
lish  himself  as  traveling  representative  in  that  country,  and  desires  to 
enter  into  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  hardware,  machinery, 
agricultural  implements,  and  electrical  goods.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Paints,  varnishes,  hardware,  etc..  No.  18186.— A  representative  in  Argentina 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware,  paints,  varnishes,  sine  in  sheets, 
copying  Inks,  live-stock  remedies,  twine  for  sewing  bags,  jute  bags  for 
grain,  cotton  and  Jute  canvas,  cutlery,  enameled  kitchen  ware,  and  light 
bent-wood  furniture,  on  a  commission  basis.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  Spanish.    References  are  given. 

Paper,  No.  18187.  —An  American  consular  officer  in  a  French  port  reports  that 
an  established  paper  agent  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  all  classes  of  paper,  principally  for  packing  and  news- 
{taper  purposes.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Frencb. 
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Aluminum  and  antimony,  No.  18188. — A  manufacturer  of  tin  foil  and  l«ad  oap- 
Btiles  for  wine  and  liqueur  bottles  in  Switzerland  has  Informed  an  Ameri- 
can consular  ofllcer  tbat  he  desires  to  extend  his  connections  to  American 
soorces  of  supply  of  aluminum  and  antimony.  CorresiKtndence  may  be 
in  English,  but  Is  preferred  In  German.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f. 
IVench  ports.    Reference  Is  Klven. 

Beneine  and  dyers'  supplies.  Mo.  18189. — A  firm  of  dyers  and  cleaners  In  France 
Informs  an  American  consular  oflScer  that  it  wishes  to  hear  from  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  benzine  for  cleaning  purposes,  and  color- 
ing materials  for  dyeing  cotton,  wool,  and  cotton  and  wool  mixed  cloths. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  French,  and  weights,  measures,  etc.,  should  be 
stated  in  the  metric  system.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  French 
porta 

Copper,  No.  18190. — ^An  agent  In  Switzerland  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  Is  in  the  market  for  100  tons  of  pure  copper.  It  may  be  in 
bars  or  sheets,  but  must  be  90.9  per  cent  pure  copper.  Cash  will  be  paid 
In  the  United  States  against  shipping  documeuta  Correspondence  may  be 
in  English. 

Dry  goods,  etc..  No.  18191. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina  reports 
the  nnme  and  address  of  a  business  ninn  in  bis  district  who  desires  to 
represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  dry  goods,  knit  goods,  cotton,  and  woolen  yam,  and  uUled  lines.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  Ekiglish.    Reference  is  given. 

aiass,  chemicals,  etc..  No.  1S192. — A  business  man  in  Chile  has  Informed  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  rejiresent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  window  glass,  glass  bottles  of  all  kinds,  articles  of 
asbestos,  all  kinds  of  paper,  gasoline,  and  all  kinds  of  chemicals.  He  de- 
sires to  be  supplied  with  a  full  line  of  samples  at  the  expense  of  the  ex- 
'  porter.  In  making  sales  he  exacts  one-half  cash  with  order  and  arranges 
to  collect  balance  on  delivery  of  shipping  documents.  References  are 
offered.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Material  for  the  wool  industry.  No.  18193. — A  merchant  In  Portugal  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  Is  interested  in  materials  for  tlie  wool 
Industry,  such  as  raw  wool  and  cotton,  woolen  yams,  aniline  'dyes,  ma- 
chinery, and  accessories  for  the  industry.  He  desires  to  buy  the  raw  mate- 
rials on  30  days'  credit,  with  discount,  prices  c.  1.  f.  destination,  and  would 
like  to  secure  an  agency  for  the  Industrial  iuachlnery  and  aniline  dyes. 
Correspondence  should  be  In  Portuguese  or  French.    References  are  given. 

Pianos,  tea*,  incandescent  globes,  shoes,  etc..  No.  18194. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  in  Italy  writes  that  a  firm  of  agents  in  his  district  wishes  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  pianos,  wax  for  making 
candles,  incandescent  bulbs,  shoes,  and  satlnwood  for  the  manufacture  of 
furniture. 

Stcdicinal  barks,  etc..  No.  18195. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Ecuador  re- 
ports that  a  company,  having  for  its  object  the  exportation  of  cinchona, 
condurango,  and  other  medicinal  Imrks  and  materials,  has  been  organized. 
The  company  is  prepared  to  supply  barks  and  seeds  In  quantities. 


Branoli  Offices  of  fhe  Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Somestio  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonte;  Boston,  762  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  408  Third  Hational  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  6tl  Post  Offlcw  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  lOSO  Hibentia Bank  Building;  Ban 
Sramelteo,  SOS  United  States  Outtomliouse;  Seattle,  Wtt  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branoh  offlces:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Coauaerce;  Claelnnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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CHINESE  MEAT  FOB  THE  FHIIIFFniES. 

[Consul  General  Ocorge  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  July  16.] 

For  several  years  past  repeated  efforts  have  been  made  by  persons 
interested  in  the  supply  of  meat  in  Manila  to  import  fresh  meat  from 
Hongkong  and  South' China  generally.  Up  to  1910  large  numbers 
of  South  China  cattle  were  shipped  to*  the  Philippines,  but  the  trade 
was  stopped  at  that  time  as  a  result  of  the  prevalence  of  cattle  dis- 
eases in  South  China,  which  were  thus  bemg  introduced  into  the 
Philippines.  From  time  to  time  the  high  price  of  meats  in  the 
Philippines  has  forced  the  suppliers  of  sucTi  provisions  to  look  to  the 
China  coast  for  additional  supplies,  and  the  matter  at  times  has  been 
Uie  subject  of  official  investigation  and  governmental  action.  Here- 
tofore, however,  the  lack  of  cold-storage  space  in  ehips  plying  be- 
tween Hongkong  and  Manila,  the  lack  of  active  cooperation  in  Hong- 
kong and  Manila  on  the  part  of  cold-storage  interests,  and  the  tend- 
ency of  the  Chinese  to  raise  the  price  of  meat  animals  in  case  a  fixed 
demand  from  the  Philippines  was  felt  in  local  markets  have  pre- 
vented action. 

An  arrangement  has  now  been  completed,  however,  between  the 
chief  interest  in  Hongkong  dealing  in  frozen-meat  products  (the 
Hongkong  Dairy  Farm,  Ltd.)  and  the  chief  cold-storage  interest 
owned  by  private  capital  in  Manila  (the  Philippine  Cold  Stores, 
Ltd.)  for  tne  shipment  from  Hongkong  to  Manila  of  500  beef  car- 
casses per  m(»ith.  The  meat  is  to  be  prepared  and  frozen  here  by 
the  Hongkong  company  and  is  to  be  shipped  to  Manila  by  the  steam- 
ers Changsha  and  Taiyuen,  which  belong  to  the  Manila  company 
purchasing  the  meats.  These  steamers  are  regularly  employed  in 
the  import  of  meat  from  Australia  into  the  Philippines,  and  nn 
from  Sydney  to  Hongkong. 

The^eupply  of  meat-  from  Australia  is  running  low  the  curreat 
season  as  a  result  of  th6  drought  in  that  Dominion,  which  has  made 
the  import  of  meat  from  Hongkong  possible.  It  has  also  permitted 
the  use  of  these  steamers  especially  fitted  for  the  trade  in  the  ruB 
from  Hongkong  to  Manila.  Trial  shipments  have  been  made  recently 
with  suceeas,  and  the  regular  service  of  meat  shipments  to  Manila 
has  beoB  isMigurated. 

YladiTOStok  Seftt  American  Catalognes  and  San^lM. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Vladivostok,  Siberia,  has  repeated 
its  request  for  catalogues  and  samples  from  American  manufacturers 
for  display  in  one  of  its  CMnmittee  rooms.  Consul  John  K.  Caldwell 
has  been  informed  that  there  was  a  very  slight  response  to  the  pre- 
vious request.  The  organization  bureau  of  the  Russian  Union  of 
Commerce  and  Industry  in  Moscow  is  interested  in  similar  plans. 
The  aid  of  American  chambers  of  c(»nmerce  is  desired. 


The  Los  Angeles  Inner  Harbor  Fog-Signal  Station  has  been 
equipped  recently  with  a  3,800-pound  bell,  struck  by  machinery 
which  is  electrically  wound.  The  apparatus  is  started  and  stopped 
by  throwing  a  switch  in  a  warehouse  about  800  feet  distant. 
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SHIFPIira  CONDITIOHS  AT  ADEN. 

[Cablegram  received  from  the  American  Consul  at  Aden,  Arabia,  dated  Aug.  28.] 

British  India  lines  are  giving  preference  to  cargo  for  England. 
Bates  have  increased  to  all  ports.  Skins  are  charged  200  per  cent 
and  coffee  170  per  cent,  respectively,  over  ante  bellum  rates. 


ATTTOMOBILE-TIBE  SHOBTAGE  DT  SWEDEN. 

[Charge  d' Affaires  Jefferson  Catfery,  American  Legation,  Stockholm,  Aug.  2.] 

.  The  situation  of  the  automobile  traffic  in  Stockholm  is  becoming 
worse  daily  because  of  the  inability  to  get  tires.  Now  there  are  25 
machines  out  of  service  and  next  week  the  number  will  be  increased. 

In  Stockholm  there  are  336  taximeters,  most  of  which  belong  to 
persons  who  own  only  one  or  two  automobiles.  The  largest  com- 
pany is  the  Taxameter  Co.,  owning  25  automobiles.  It  is  estimated 
that  this  company  can  keep  its  cars  going  until  December  1.  The 
next  largest  concern  has  eight  automobiles,  and  it  is  thought  that 
they  can  keep  them  running  only  a  month  longer.  Another  man 
having  six  automobiles  thinks  he  can  keep  them  running  only  another 
two  weeks.  According  to  an  investigation  just  concluaed,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  traffic  can  be  kept  up  two  or  three  months  longer 
with  150  or  160  automobiles. 

One  rubber  company  here  is  renting  out  tires  by  the  day  to  auto- 
mobile owners. 

AHEBICAN  BUTTEB  TO  CHINA  VIA  AUSTRALIA. 

[Consul   General  George  E.  Anderson,   Hongkong,   July  16;   supplementing  dispatch   In 
COMMKRCG  Bepobts  for  July  23.] 

The  large  shipment  of  American  butter  from  the  Pacific  coast  to 
Hongkong  via  Australia,  the  roundabout  route  being  necessary  as  a 
result  of  the  lack  of  cold-storage  facilities  on  the  direct  trans-Pacific 
hin,  has  arrived  in  Hongkong  in  satisfactory  condition,  in  spite  of  the 
necessary  transshipment  at  Sydney. 

677»*— 15  1106 
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IBAOE-EZTEHSIOH  WOBX  Dl  WESTEBJT  FBAHCE. 

[Consul  Kennetli  Stuart  Patton,  1*  Bochelle.  Aug.  5.] 

The  consulate  for  this  region  during  the  quarter  ended  July  31, 
1915,  was  at  Cognac.  During  this  period  every  effort  was  made  to 
increase  the  sale  of  American  goods  in  the  districL  As  soon  as  a 
marked  advance  in  price  or.  a  diminishing  supply  of  any  important 
commodity  was  noted  a  personal  visit  was  made  to  the  leading  con- 
cerns consuming  or  handling  such  goods  and  the  offer  made  to  put 
them  in  touch  with  American  exporters.  This  method  resulted  in 
several  definite  trade  opportunities  being  reported.  Unforttmately, 
no  concrete  results  can  be  noted  as  yet  The  dates  and  results  ot 
these  opportunities  are  briefly  summarized  as  follows: 

Two  steam  cranes  for  Port  of  La  Pallice,  May  12, 1915.  This  was 
cabled  through  the  consulate  general  at  Paris.  Several  American 
concerns  sent  in  bids,  which  were  considered  by  the  Ing^eur  des 
Ponts  et  Chaussees,  but  an  English  concern  was  awarded  the  con- 
tract, as  its  conditions  were  better  and  an  earlier  delivery  could  be 
made  than  any  of  the  American  competitors  coiUd  make. 

Brandy  bottles.  May  18,  1915  (auo  cabled  tlirough  the  consulate 
general  at  Paris).  This  opportunity  resulted  from  visits  made 
to  the  various  cognac  firms  at  the  time  of  the  closing  of  the  local 
bottle  factory.  A  large  order  could  have  been  placed  m  the  United 
States,  but  unforttmately  the  samples  of  the  American  exporters 
did  not  in  manj  cases  conform  to  the  specifications,  and  in  other 
instances  the  prices  were  too  high  to  admit  of  an  order  being  placed 
in  America.  Should  the  prices  of  bottles  continue  to  soar,  it  is 
possible  that  American  concerns  can  find  a  market  in  cognac.  A 
full  report  on  the  lack  of  bottles  in  the  brandy  trade  appeared  in 
CoMHEBCE  Reports  for  June  30,  1915. 

Lard,  chicory,  and  laundry  starch,  May  27,  1915. — A  Cognac  firm 
well  estiablished  in  foreign  trade  desired  to  act  as  general  representa- 
tives of  American  exporters  of  such  products.  No  replies  have  as  yet 
been  received  to  this  trade  opportunity.  If  suitable  conditions  could 
be  made  with  the  firm  in  question  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  a 
steady  trade  would  result. 

Paper,  May  29,  1915. — ^The  paper  needed  is  a  tissue  paper  for 
wrapping  brandy  bottles.  The  offers  made  to  the  Cognac  firm  have 
not  resulted  in  anything  definite  as  yet  The  samples  submitted  by 
American  concerns  not  being  quite  satisfactory  and  the  price  about 
the  same  as  French  concerns  quote,  there  is  no  immediate  reason  for 
purchasing  outside  of  France.  However,  the  production  of  French 
paper  mills  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  French 
trade  and  foreign  orders  will  have  to  be  made  later. 

Coal. — In  addition  to  the  foregoing  definite  trade  opportunities 
several  reports  were  made  during  the  quarter,  the  most  important 
being  the  Market  for  Coal,  in  Cohmsbcb  Repokts  for  Jime  24,  1915. 
This  report  called  attention  to  the  increasing  coal  prices  and  the  dif- 
ficulty to  obtain  prompt  delivery  in  the  region.  American  coal  could 
find  a  large  market  here.  Conditions  in  ue  coal  trade  have  not  im- 
proved since  the  report  was  made,  and  the  market  would  welcome 
American  coal. 
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TSAOE-EZTEirSIOH  WOBX  IS  EONDUaAS. 

[Consul  John  A.  Gunon,  Puerto  Cortes,  Aug.  14.] 

Letters  from  leading  importers  in  this  district  show  some  of  the 
results  obtained  through  the  work  of  Commerci:  Reforts  and  this 
consulate. 

A  Puerto  Cortes  merchant  and  a  San  Pedro  merchant  have  re- 
cently ordered  for  stock  at  my  suggestion  trial  shipments  of  an 
American  cooking  oil.    Both  report  that  it  is  selling  well. 

Beferences  to  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  have  been 
made  by  this  consulate  to  importers  wishing  to  get  in  touch  with 
certain  lines  not  handled  or  else  formerly  nimisned  by  European 
countries.  Some  of  the  results  obtained  through  reports  from  this 
office  are : 

Trade  opportunity  No.  14423  will  assist  in  replacing  cheap  writing 
paper  formerly  purchased  in  Europe  through  an  order  placed  by  a 
San  Pedro  firm  with  a  house  in  the  United  States.  This  nrm  reports 
that  it  has  succeeded  in  establishing  a  quality  of  cheap  writing 
paper  for  which  there  is  considerable  demand,  and  that  as  soon  as  it 
can  dispose  of  its  stock  of  similar  papers  bought  in  Europe  it  will 
buy  this  quality  exclusively  from  the  United  States. 

Trade  opportunity  No.  15103  has  opened  up  the  sale  of  made-to- 
order  mens  clothing,  a  San  Pedro  merchant  writing:  "I  am  grad- 
ually replacing  European  goods  with  those  of  American  manufac- 
ture, and  believe  that  eventually  we  will  have  no  trouble  in  finding 
what  we  want  in  the  United  States." 

A  dispatch  of  February  23  on  candies  has  led  to  the  placing  of  a 
small  tnal  order,  and  a  Puerto  Cortes  firm  writes  that  it  has  been 
put  in  touch  with  a  number  of  houses  in  the  United  States  supply- 
ing the  trade  with  articles  in  its  lines,  which  were  formerly  procured 
in  Europe,  some  of  which  have  developed  into  purchases.  It  states 
that  it  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  others  will  develop  and  prove 
to  be  of  mutual  advantage.  This  firm's  lines  include,  in  addition  to 
candies,  corks  and  chemicals,  referred  to  in  Trade  Opportunity  No. 
16032,  on  which  it  has  established  trade  connections  m  the  United 
States. 

Under  date  of  June  15  this  office  transmitted  samples  of  a  sisal 
fiber  which  could  be  produced  in  Honduras  in  large  quantities  if  a 
market  could  be  secured.  The  samples  were  forwarded  in  the  hope 
that  there  would  be  a  demand  for  this  material  in  the  United  States. 
I  hope  to  have  something  definite  to  report  on  this  matter  later.  Re- 
ports from  four  other  trade  opportunities  are  looked  for  within  the 
next  60  days. 

The  Society  for  Electrical  Development  announces  the  selection  of 
the  period  from  November  29  to  December  4,  1915,  for  the  observ- 
ance of  electrical  prosperity  week  throughout  the  United  States. 
Suggestions  have  been  sent  out  to  manufacturers,  dealers,  contractors, 
central  stations,  elective  vehicle  associations,  public  schools,  and 
women's  clubs,  and  booklets  have  been  prepared  on  "  How  to  put  on 
an  electric  parade,"  "  How  to  put  on  a  demonstration,"  and  kindred 
subjects.  The  object  is  to  focus  public  attention  on  the  progress  of 
electricity  and  its  service  to  humanity. 
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SESTTLTS  OP  TBABE-EZTEHSIOV  WOBE.     ' 

[Cooml  J.  S.  Ai'UMliuug,  Briatol,  KngliiHl,  Aag.  K\ 

This  consulate  has  sent  in  44  trade  opportunities  since  Octobo-  1, 
1914.  A  number  of  inquiries  have  been  made  concerning  tiie  results 
of  these,  and  some  of  the  replies  are  as  follows : 

A  firm  in  this  city  states  that  it  has  had  one  delivery  of  sheet  glass 
from  the  United  States,  but  finds  that  the  quality  is  not  good  enough 
for  this  market. 

A  picture-frame  maker  and  glass  war^ouseman  reports  that  he 
did  not  buy  direct  from  the  United  States,  but  has  bought  several 
cases  of  sheet  glass  through  another  firm  in  BristoL  This  latter 
firm  is  now  purchasing  large  quantities  from  the  United  States. 

A  manufacturers'  agent  writes  that  he  has  heard  from  a  mirror 
works  in  Michigan  and  is  in  communication  with  them,  but  the  trans- 
action is  not  yet  closed. 

Another  manufacturers'  agent  says  that  he  had  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  interesting  conminnications  as  a  result  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce's  inquiry,  but  that,  because  of  the  abnormal  freights  at 
present,  no  actual  business  has  followed.  He  hopes,  however,  that 
when  conditions  permit  it  will  be  possible  to  make  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements in  one  or  two  cases. 

A  metal  concern  reports  that  the  quotations  that  they  received 
from  America  t<x  semirotary  pumps  were  all  much  higher  than  the 
prices  at  which  they  can  buy  in  England,  and,  as  these  prices  are 
about  100  per  cent  in  advance  of  the  figures  at  which  they  bought 
from  the  Contineat  before  the  war,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
American  manufacturers  are  in  a  position  to  do  business  satis- 
factorily. 

A  firm  in  this  city  that  inquired  for  agencies  for  the  sale  of  grain 
or  produce  received  a  number  of  replies,  but  these  all  proceeded  on 
the  assumption  that  the  English  people  were  buyers  instead  of 
merely  agraits. 

An  engineers'  agent  and  merchant  states  that  he  has  received  sev- 
eral quotations  in  response  to  his  inquiri^  concerning  wire  rope,  but 
regrets  that  the  American  prices  proved  very  much  higher  than  the 
British — about  three  to  four  times  as  much — and  there  was,  there- 
fore, no  chance  to  place  orders. 

With  regard  to  trade  opportunities  concerning  drop  forgings,  brass 
cocks,  pumps,  oil  tins,  and  steel  tubing,  the  inquirer  writes  that  very 
satisfactory  responses  were  received  from  American  manufacturers. 
Some  orders  have  been  placed,  and  there  is  a  probability  of  more. 

A  Bristol  concern  states  as  follows  with  respect  to  a  trade  op- 
portunity concerning  their  desire  to  obtain  an  agency  for  tallows, 
greases,  and  glues :  '°We  have  received  several  offers  from  American 
firms  handling  grease,  but  these  have  been  for  lubricating  oils  and 
greases,  quite  a  special  trade,  which  we  do  not  touch.  Our  inquiries 
were  for  tallow,  tallow  grease,  and  bone  grease.  We  have  had  waaa 
offers  of  glues,  but  are  afraid  at  present  were  is  no  prospect  of  busi- 
ness, as  the  English  makers  are  able  to  do  so  much  better  just  now. 
Our  London  house,  however,  is  keeping  the  names  before  it." 

A  firm  dealing  in  wire  nails  states  that  it  has  had  some  letters  as  a 
result  of  the  inquiry  sent  the  Department  of  CcMnmeroe,  but  unfor- 
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tunately  no  definite  results  have  been  obtained  thus  far.  Negotia- 
tions are  still  going  on  with  one  or  two  houses. 

A  Bristol  firm  states  that  a  large  trade  has  been  done  with  the 
United  States  in  ribbed  cotton  goods  as  a  result  of  Foreign  Trade 
Opportunity  No.  15,238,  published  in  CJommerce  Keports  for  Jan- 
uary 9,  1915,  and  that  the  services  of  the  consulate  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  in  this  connection  are  greatly  appreciated. 

As  a  result  of  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  16,756,  published 
in  CoMMEKCE  Eeports  on  May  11,  1915,  a  Belgian  subject  tempo- 
rarily residing  in  Bristol  informs  the  consulate  that  he  has  secured 
two  agencies  for  Belgium,  HoUandj  and  France,  for  leather  belting 
and  paints,  to  be  effective  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

TESTING  ASD  FBOPEBTIES  OF  TEZTIIE  HATEBIAIS. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  recently 
revised  and  enlarged  its  Circular  No.  41,  rdating  to  the  testing  and 
properties  of  textile  materials.  Several  changes  in  wording  have 
been  made  to  eliminate  misunderstanding|s  that  have  occasionally 
occurred.  Other  changes  have  been  necessitated  by  the  adoption  of 
new  and  improved  methods  of  testing,  all  of  which  are  explained  in 
some  detail.  Several  photographs  and  diagrams  have  been  added  to 
assist  in  describing  some  of  the  apparatus  used. 

The  new  circular  contains  a  general  consideration  of  the  procedure 
used  in  testing  textile  samples  submitted  in  connection  with  pur- 
chases by  the  various  departments  of  the  Government.  These  sam- 
ples include  raw  fibers,  rope,  twine,  thread,  yam,  and  all  forms  and 
kinds  of  fabric.  A  very  large  amount  of  such  materials  is  purchased 
annually  by  the  Government,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  use 
great  care  that  the  proper  value  is  obtained. 

Besides  the  work  done  for  the  Government,  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards also  does  testing  for  private  persons  in  cases  of  dispute  or  when 
proper  facilities  are  not  available  elsewhere.  For  the  information  of 
those  interested  a  schedule  of  fees  has  been  appended,  thus  enabling 
those  who  will  need  to  have  tests  made  by  the  bureau  to  estimate  the 
probable  cost.  Very  often  work  is  done  free  of  charge  when  the 
Dureau  considers  it  to  be  of  such  a  nature  that  it  will  give  informa- 
tion valuable  to  the  bureau  in  solving  some  of  its  many  scientific  and 
practical  problems. 

Copies  of  the  pamphlet  may  be  obtained  without  charge  upon  apr 
plication  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 

HTITET  SEBVICE  DT  NIAOASA  FALLS,  ONTABIO. 

[Consnl  James  H.  Qoodier,  Niagara  FaUs,  Canada,  Aug.  20.] 

A  jitney  bus  service  inaugurated  in  this  city  the  first  of  this  week 
is  well  patronized.  Passengers  are  carried  across  the  city  for  5  cents, 
or  to  other  points  of  the  usual  route,  within  the  city  limits,  10  cents. 
As  the  jitney  route  parallels  the  local  street  car  line,  the  railway  com- 
pany has  protested  to  the  municipal  authorities  against  allowing  a 
continuance  of  this  jitney  service.  The  company  says  that  it  pays 
large  taxes  on  its  property  and  franchise,  while  the  promoters  of  the 
jitney  service  are  only  required  to  take  out  the  usual  licenses  at  small 
expense.    The  matter  will  be  considered  by  the  city  council  shortly. 
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OKEOOH  PIBE  ?0S  JAPAXESE  SHIFBTinDZHO. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  Japanese  shipping  resulting  from  the 
opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  and  the  withdrawal  of  many  European 
vessels  from  active  service,  there  has  been  an  enormous  increase  in 
the  building  of  Japanese  ships  for  commercial  purposes.  A  very 
considerable  amount  of  this  work  is  being  done  in  Nagasaki,  which 
is  becoming  an  important  shipbuilding  center.  Becent  contracts 
have  been  made  with  the  Mitsubishi  shipyard  here  for  vessels  ag- 
gregating 47,500  tons,  which  exceeds  the  total  output  of  the  Japanese 
ship  yaras  on  vessels  of  1,000  tons  or  more  for  any  year  prior  to 
1914. 

Although  Oregon  pine  costs  70  or  75  per  cent  more  than  the  native 

1>ine,  it  is  preferred  for  shipbuilding  purposes.  It  is  seldom  used, 
lowever,  for  other  construction.  It  is  chiefly  employed  where  long, 
straight  poles  are  needed,  and  is  the  only  kmd  used  for  tall  masts. 
It  is  said  to  be  about  equal  in  hardness  to  the  native  wood,  but  many 
of  the  shipbuilders  complain  that  it  cracks  more  easily.  If  this  is 
true  it  might  pay  American  dealers  to  investigate  with  a  view  to 
treating  the  wood  in  such  a  way  as  to  overcome  this  disadvantage. 

As  Oregon  pine  has  fewer  maots  than  the  native  wood  and  has  a 
more  r«^|iuar  grain,  it  is  much  easier  to  work  with  and  requires  less 
labor.  This  is  an  important  factor  in  Japan,  where  the  cost  of  labor 
is  very  high,  compared  with  other  places  in  the  Far  East.  A  ship's 
carpenter  here  receives  the  equivalent  of  30  cents  to  $2  per  day,  ac- 
cording to  his  degree  of  skill,  while  in  certain  parts  of  Chins  an 
expert  carpenter  receives  less  than  10  cents  United  States  cnrrency. 

The  largest  single  shipment  of  Oregon  pine  to  Nagasaki  is  now  on 
its  way.  It  consists  of  2,000  tons  of  Oregon  pine,  whidi  will  be  used 
by  the  largest  shipbuilding  yard  in  Nagasaki. 

The  Mitsqbishi  shipyard  is  the  larg^  single  user  of  Oregon  pine, 
while  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha  imports  and  distributes  to  the 
smaller  consumers.  Letters  and  samples,  therefore,  may  be  sent 
directly  to  them,  and  the  English  language  may  be  employed. 


POBT  IIHOH  IMPOSTS  SHOES  FBOK  TTNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  C.  Donaldson,  Port  Limon,  Costa  Blca,  Aug.  S.] 

The  value  of  the  annual  importation  of  shoes  at  this  port  is  frwn 
$15,000  to  $20,000,  75  per  cent  of  which  comes  from  the  United 
States,  and  with  the  present  disturbed  conditions  in  Europe  prac- 
tically all  this  trade  will  go  to  the  United  States,  but  owing  to  the 
very  high  rate  of  duty  only  the  well-to-do  class  can  afford  to  buy 
imported  shoes,  thus  restricting  the  trade.  After  paying  the  duty 
and  freight,  together  with  other  taxes  and  the  profite  of  the  local 
dealer,  a  $2.50  or  $3  shoe  will  cost  the  purchaser  at  Port  Limon 
from  $6  to  $8. 

The  duty  on  fine  shoes  (made  of  calf  or  kid)  with  soles  sewed  or 
pegged  is  $1.11  per  pound,  including  box  and  piacking.  There  is,  in 
addition,  a  surtax  of  5  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  imports  for  consump* 
tion  in  the  Province  of  Limon. 
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CAHASIAH  KASEET  TOB  PALM  BEACH  CIOTHnrO. 

[Consul  O.  Oaylord  Marsh,  detailed  as  vice  consal  at  Ottawa,  dated  Aug.  23.] 

Since  coming  to  Ottawa  in  April  of  this  year  I  have  observed 
with  some  interest  the  trend  of  trade  in  the  American  light-weight 
summer  fabrics  of  the  Palm  Beach  class  which  have  found  such 
popularity  in  the  United  States. 

Inquiry  early  in  the  season  showed  garments  of  this  class  in  stock 
and  they  were  later  displayed  and  offered  for  sale  along  with  other 
seasonable  goods.  As  the  warm  season  has  progressed  observations 
have  been  made  on  the  streets,  at  the  resorts,  and  at  show  windows 
and  counters.  An  effort  has  also  been  made  to  discover  the  methods 
employed,  or  rather  not  employed,  to  promote  the  sale  of  these  gar- 
ments. ]ji  general,  the  following  may  be  stated  as  the  results  of 
tibese  observations:  These  goods  have  been  advertised,  probably 
almost  exclusively,  by  interior  and  window  displays,  sometimes 
with  price  card  or  appropriate  advertising  card  attached;  very  few 
men's  suits  of  distinguishable  colors  are  worn;  a  considerable  num- 
ber, but  entirely  too  few,  women  have  been  seen  wearing  suits  of 
Paun  Beach  in  the  natural  or  linen  color. 

The  climatic  conditions  of  this  part  of  Canada  make  it  improb- 
able that  this  class  of  goods,  particularly  the  lighter  shades,  will 
ever  be  worn  by  men  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the  warmer  sections 
of  the  United  States,  due  to  the  fact  that  light-weight  suits  for  men 
are  less  a  necessity  than  in  warmer  regions. 

The  contrary  is  believed  to  be  the  case  with  women's  suits  of 
this  class.  The  summers  are  mild,  with  frequent  cool  days  and  prev- 
alently cool  nights,  and  the  women  generally  wear  lighter  outer 
garments  than  men,  but  at  the  same  time  require  a  suit  of  sufficient 
weight  to  conform  to  climatic  conditions.  These  fabrics  are  there- 
fore admirably  adapted  to  this  trade. 

As  garments  of  this  class  are  somewhat  new  in  Canada,  especially 
women's  suits,  it  would  seem  advisable  and  quite  necessary  that 
their  merits  be  brought  more  fully  and  directly  to  the  attention  of 
Canadian  customers.  Following  natural  lines  the  market  would 
greatly  increase  with  passing  seasons,  but  it  is  believed  that  a  well- 
planned  system  of  advertising,  which  would  make  generally  known 
the  style,  wearing  qualities,  economy,  and  comfort  of  these  garments, 
diould  greatly  increase  sales  during  succeeding  warm  seasons. 


TAX  OH  ELECTBIC  POWEB  AT  TBIPOU. 

[Consul  W.  Boderlck  Dorscy,  Tripoli,  Libya,  July  28.] 

A  royal  decree  of  May  20, 1915,  institutes  a  municipal  tax  for  this 
city  of  0.04  lire  ($0.0077)  a  kilowatt  hour  on  electric  energy  con- 
sumed for  lighting,  heating,  or  ventilation.  This  is  5.7  per  cent  on 
the  present  cost  of  0.70  lire  ($0'.136)  a  kilowatt  hour.  Power  used 
for  motors  is  exempt,  as  is  that  consumed  for  municipal  illumination 
of  public  areas,  for  ventilation  of  public  hospitals  and  manufactur- 
ing establishments,  and  for  heat  in  factories  when  indispensable  to 
an  industrial  process.  The  collection  of  the  tax  from  the  individual 
is  intrusted  to  the  power  company. 
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SEA  AHS  SIVEB  BOUTE  TO  CEHTSAL  hiAjkIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Heoir  D.  Baker,  PetraKTad,  July  29.] 

Mr.  Jonas  Lied,  the  well-known  Norwegian  traveler  and  authority 
on  Siberia,  and  promoter  of  commercial  development  in  that  region, 
will  sail  on  August  15,  1915,  from  Tromso,  Norway,  for  the  estu- 
aries of  the  Ob  and  Yenisei  Bivers,  with  a  fleet  of  three  steamers, 
carrying  about  7,000  tons  of  freight  much  needed  in  Siberia,  chiefly 
hardware,  agricultural  and  mining  machinery,  cement,  etc.  The 
goods  wiU  be  transferred  to  barges  up  the  Ob  and  Yenisei  Bivers 
to  the  rich  and  important  agricultural  and  mining  territory  below 
Tomsk  on  the  Ob  and  below  Krasnoyarsk  on  the  Yenisei. 

The  ships  will  pursue  a  course  in  the  Arctic  Ocean  north  of  Nor- 
way and  Russia  to  the  straits  between  Nova  Zembla  and  Vaigach 
Island  into  the  Kara  Sea,  two  of  them  then  entering  the  estuary  of 
the  Ob,  while  the  third  will  enter  the  estuary  of  the  Yenisei.  They 
are  expected  to  arrive  at  these  destinations  about  August  30,  will  re- 
main there  several  weeks  to  unload  their  freight  into  the  river  barges, 
and  reload  with  Siberian  produce  (chiefly  butter,  hemp,  flax,  and 
timber),  and  will  return  to  Tromso,  Norway,  alxmt  September  30. 
This  will  be  the  most  important  commercial  undertaking  ever  made 
by  the  sea  and  river  route  to  central  Siberia.  The  practicability  of 
this  route  has,  however,  been  demonstrated  by  smaller  commercial 
and  exploring  expeditions.  [Reports  on  the  subject  of  Arctic  nav- 
igation were  published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for 
Nov.  17  and  Dec.  30,  1913.] 

Short  KaTlgatlon  Season— Northern  Sea  Route  Favored  by  Czar. 

The  chief  difficulty  in  connection  with  this  northern  sea  route  to 
Siberia  is  the  ice  in  the  Kara  Sea,  which  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  is  too  dense  and  closely  packed  to  permit  of  safe  navigation. 
While  it  seems  entirely  possible  to  reach  the  mouths  of  the  Ob  and 
Yenesei  every  year  through  the  Kara  Sea  if  the  necessary  precau- 
tions are  taken,  it  is  important  not  to  go  into  the  ice  too  early  in 
the  season  and  not  to  expect  the  navigable  season  to  last  very  long. 
It  would  seem  imprudent  for  a  ship  to  make  more  than  one  voyage 
to  the  Yenisei  River  and  back  during  any  obe  season. 

To  facilitate  navigation  to  and  from  Siberia  by  the  northern  sea 
route  the  Russian  Government  has  installed  wireless  telegraph  sta- 
tions at  Nova  Zembla  and  Vaigach  Island,  principally  to  report  ice 
conditions  in  the  Kara  Sea. 

In  an  audience  that  Mr.  Lied  had  with  His  Majesty  the  Czar  this 
week  he  congratulated  His  Majesty  on  his  foresight  in  having  insisted 
upon  the  building  of  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  at  a  time  when 
Siberia  was  mostly  wilderness  and  many  people  predicted  that  the 
railway  would  be  a  costly  failure,  owing  to  lack  of  freight.  His 
Majesty  replied  that  the  line  had  now  t^n  double-tracked  a  large 
part  oi  the  way,  but  that  even  if  it  were  four-tracked  all  the  way  the 
facilities  would  still  be  too  limited  for  the  immense  business  develop- 
ing. In  view  of  the  great  need  of  lai^r  facilities  for  freight  trans- 
portation for  the  people  of  Siberia,  His  Majesty  said  he  was  glad  to 
encourage  transport  oy  the  northern  sea  route,  which  might  thus 
supplement  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  in  moving  merchandisa  to 
and  from  Siberia. 
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Itade  Vrotpeeti  of  Vorthern  X«nt«. 

The  present  conunercial  expedition  to  Siberia  has  been  specially 
favored  by  the  Bussian  Government,  which  granted  a  concession 
permitting  all  freight  shipped  into  Siberia  by  this  northern  sea  route 
during  the  present  season  to  enter  free  of  duty.  Since  the  present 
pressure  on  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  for  transportation  of  freight 
is  far  beyond  its  facilities,  it  is  considered  especially  desirable  to 
encourage  this  northern  sea  route.  The  expedition  would  include  a 
much  larger  number  of  ships  to  the  Ob  and  Yenisei  Rivers  except 
that  the  small  number  of  barges  and  tugs  on  these  rivers  makes  it 
impossible  to  transfer  more  than  7,000  tons.  As  there  is  a  serious 
shortage  in  Siberia  of  various  kinds  of  much-needed  manufactured 
articles  and  a  glut  of  various  local  produce  that  can  not  find  trans- 
portation to  countries  where  excellent  prices  could  be  obtained,  the 
northern  sea  route  seems  to  present  a  profitable  opportunity.  The 
present  expedition,  however,  will  be  able  to  transport  only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  immense  amount  of  freight  that  has  recently  been 
accumulating  for  shipment  to  and  from  Siberia. 

Mr.  Lied  states  that  during  the  next  year  the  number  of  barges 
and  tugs  on  the  Ob  and  Yenesei  Rivers  will  probably  be  increased, 
so  that  during  the  season  of  1916  a  larger  commercial  expedition 
may  be  practicable.  It  is  also  anticipated  tht^t  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment may  continue  its  remission  of  duties  on  goods  shipped  into 
Siberia  by  this  route.  Mr.  Lied  says  that  if  this  concession  can  be 
extended  to  cover  1916,  a  splendid  opportunity  might  be  open  next 
year  for  American  as  well  as  English  manufacturers  to  send  their 
goods  into  Siberia  by  this  northern  sea  route. 
Vsvlgtttioii  on  the  Yenisei  and  Ob. 

The  districts  in  central  Siberia  around  the  Ob  and  Yenisei  Rivers 
are  distant  about  3,000  miles  from  the  Baltic  Sea  and  from  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Railway  transportation  over  such  an  enormous  stretch  of 
coimtry  is  very  expensive,  and  at  present,  owin§  to  the  congested  con- 
dition of  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway,  the  service  for  central  Siberia 
is  vray  deficient.  The  natural  means  of  communication  are  the  rivers, 
which  rim  parallel  from  south  to  north.  Navigation  is  possible  dur- 
ing more  than  five  months  of  the  summer  on  the  Ob  from  the  mouth 
to  Biisk^  and  on  the  Yenisei  from  the  mouth  to  Minussinsk.  The 
Yenisei  is  the  fifth  longest  river  in  the  world,  with  a  length  of  about 
2,900  miles.  It  is  rarely  narrower  than  half  a  mile,  and  for  a  distance 
or  about  300  mUes  from  the  mouth  it  varies  in  width  from  10  to  30 
miles.  At  Krasnoyarsk  the  current  has  an  average  speed  of  about  4 
miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  Lied  explains  that  on  the  lower  reaches  of  these  rivers  the 
goods  are  transported  in  barges  towed  by  tugs.  From  the  upper 
parts  rafts  made  of  timber  are  sent  down,  simply  drifting  with  the 
current.  A  kind  of  rough  barge  is  also  used,  purely  for  drifting 
purposes,  which  is  usually  sent  rrom  the  more  cultivated  districts  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  river  loaded  with  various  necessaries  of  life 
and  broken  up  for  building  purposes  at  its  destination,  which  is 
north  of  the  Ime  where  trees  grow.  Before  the  frost  comes  on  the 
steamers  are  brought  alongside  the  river  piers,  where  they  freeze  in. 
If  repairs  are  necessary  they  are  simply  lifted  out  by  jacks  and 
treated  as  though  they  were  in  dry  dock.    In  the  winter,  m  the  south- 
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ern  parts,  transport  is  by  horses  and  sledges,  'whilti  in  the  northern 
parts  reindeer  and  dogs  also  are  employed. 

Indnstrlet  of  Central  Siberia. 

Mining  is  the  oldest  industry  in  central  Siberia.  In  the  Yeniseisk 
district  about  30  gold  dredgers  arc  employed.  Coal  also  is  found  in 
large  quantities,  and  there  is  a  pit  head  of  a  mine  near  Minussinsk. 
Agriculture,  however,  is  the  greatest  resource,  there  being  now  an 
enormous  production  of  grain,  mostly  wheat  and  rye,  also  butter, 
hemp,  flax,  and  hides  and  skins.  Fishing  is  an  important  industry 
near  the  mouths  of  the  rivers.  Those  who  participate  in  this  in- 
dustry do  so  only  during  the  summer  time,  in  the  autumn  going  south 
with  the  salted  fish  obtained.  While  remaining  at  the  fineries  they 
draw  their  nets  all  day  and  salt  the  fish  as  they  catch  it. 

The  fur  trade  is  important  in  central  Siberia,  a  large  part  of  the 
furs  being  obtained  by  barter  of  merchandise,  and  those  gathered 
during  the  winter  are  chiefly  disposed  of  in  June.  The  rar  turn- 
over 18  very  large;  one  merchant  has  been  known  to  buy  as  many 
as  1,000,000  squirrel  skins  in  one  season.  The  forests  are  valuable, 
being  chiefly  cedar,  pine,  and  larch,  but  little  of  this  valuable  timber 
is  exported  to  foreign  countries.  Much  of  it  is  aimually  destroyed 
bj  fire.  There  are  a  few  sawmills  supplying  local  needs.  The  best 
timber  is  found  north  of  the  Trans-Siberian  Railway.  To  be  avail- 
able for  exportation  it  would  have  to  be  transported  up  the  rivers, 
against  the  curi^nt,  and  after  reaching  the  railway  would  have  to 
pay  so  high  a  freight  that  it  would  be  unprofitable  to  ship  it. 

Ice  CoadlUont  in  Kara  Sea. 

Ccmceming  the  formation  of  ice  in  the  Kara  Sea,  the  well-known 
explorer,  Dr.  Nansen,  recently  reported  to  the  Eoyal  Geographical 
Society  of  England,  as  follows: 

It  seems  as  if  the  Ice  is  most  easily  formed  and  is  growing  most  rapidly  in 
the  shallow  parts  of  the  sea,  over  the  shelves  near  the  coasts,  and  especially 
over  the  broad  shelf  off  the  west  coast  of  Yalmal,  while  over  the  deeper  parts 
of  the  Kara  8ea  it  is  more  easily  broken  and  moved  by  wind  and  currents. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  probable  that  the  quantity  of  ice  which  each  year  is 
formed  in  the  Kara  Sea  must  chiefly  depend  on  the  cooling  of  the  surface 
of  the  sea  during  the  winter,  and  must  also  to  some  extent  depend  on  the 
thicluiess  of  the  snow  which  covers  the  ice  dorlng  the  winter,  because  less 
ice  will  naturally  be  formed  under  a  ttiick  layer  of  snow  tlian  under  a  thin 
one,  I  thinl(,  therefore,  that  after  a  comparatively  cold  winter  with  little 
snow  we  must  expect  to  find  a  much  greater  quantity  of  Ice  in  the  Kara 
Sea  in  the  following  spring  than  after  a  comparatively  mild  winter  with 
much  snow.  If  the  cold  winter  be  followed  by  a  cold  spring  and  summer,' 
comparatively  little  ice  will  be  melted  and  we  shall  have  a  very  unfavorable 
season  for  navigation  through  the  Kara  Sea.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a 
mlid  winter  with  much  snow  be  followed  by  a  warm  summer  with  much  sun- 
shtne,  the  ice  will  be  rapidly  melted  and  we  may  expect  to  find  a  very  open 
sea. 

It  may  be  added  that  the  formation  of  Ice  during  the  winter  will  also  to  some 
extent  depend  on  the  conditions  of  the  sea  during  the  autumn.  If  the  Kara 
Sea  Is  very  open  and  nearly  free  of  Ice  In  the  autumn,  as  is  sometimes  the  case, 
the  formation  of  Ice  will  naturally  be  dlflBcult,  because  the  wind  will  Iseep  the 
sea  rough,  and  as  soon  as  new  ice  is  formed,  during  some  few  calm  days,  it  will 
very  soon  be  brolien  up  and  crushed  by  the  wind  and  the  sea,  and  it  may  take 
some  time  before  the  formation  of  the  ice  has  become  sufficiently  strong  to 
check  this  effect  of  the  wind.  But  in  other  years,  when  there  is  much  ice  In 
the  sea  in  the  autumn,  new  ice  is  easily  formed  between  the  floe,  which  keeps 
the  sea  quiet  and  prerents  the  wind  from  destroying  the  new  ice.    The  forma- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMXBCB  BSFOBTd.  1115 

tlon  of  Ice  can  tbus  iHroceed  em  from  the  beginning  of  the  winter  without  being 
mncb  disturbed.  A  difficult  year,  with  much  ice,  will  therefore  hare  conse- 
quences also  for  the  Ice  conditlouB  In  the  following  summer,  and  If  two  cold 
winters  succeed  each  other  we  may  expect  a  season  which  is  still  more  unfavor- 
able than  after  a  single  cold  winter,  and  -:'<.e  opposite  will  be  true  if  the  winters 
are  mild. 

Xeteorologloal  Expedition — Siberian  Trading  Company. 

Last  year  the  Biissian  Government  dispatched  a  meteorological  ex- 
pedition from  Vladivostok,  in  a  ship  \mder  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Vilkitsky,  to  investigate  conditions  in  the  waters  north  of  Siberia. 
This  expedition,  passing  through  the  Bering  Strait  at  the  outset  of 
summer,  succeeded  in  getting  almost  to  Cape  Chelyuskin,  where  it 
was  caught  in  the  ice,  so  that  the  party  was  obliged  to  spend  the 
winter  there.  It  is  understood  that  this  party  is  now  trying  to  make 
its.  way  overland  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yenisei  Kiver.  It  is  hoped  that 
Mr.  Vilkitsky  and  the  rest  of  his  party  will  be  met  here  by  Mr.  Lied's 
expedition  and  brought  safely  to  Europe.  The  ice  conditions  off 
Cape  Chelyuskin  are  worse  than  anywhere  else  along  the  northern 
coast  of  Siberia,  and  apparently  create  a  barrier  that  would  make  it 
impossible  ever  to  arrange  for  steamship  service  for  commercial  pur- 

Sjses  all  the  way  between  Europe  and  Bering  Strait  via  the  Arctic 
cean. 

The  company  that  has  arranged  the  present  expedition  to  the 
Yenisei  and  Oh  Rivers  by  way  of  the  Kara  Sea  is  the  Siberian 
Steamship,  Manufacturing  &  Trading  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  which  Mr. 
Lied  is  president.  It  is  3iortly  to  be  changed  from  a  Norwegian 
company,  as  at  present  organized,  into  a  Russian  companyj  with 
heaoquarters  at  Fetrograd  and  with  a  capitalization  amounting  to 
about  $1,000,000, 

SCAECITT  OF  BOIIE  IN  BBITISH  POITEBIES. 

(Consnl  Robert  S.  S.  Bergb,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Aug.  6,  1015.] 

A  serious  diflSculty  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  cliina 
that  threatens  to  become  very  acute  unless  some  speedy  relief  arrives 
is  the  growing  shortage  of  bone,  a  very  important  constituent  of 
English  china.  This  material  is  imported  extensively  from  the 
Argentine,  but  owing  to  the  shortage  of  vessels  available  for  charter 
and  the  consequent  difficulties  in  transport,  very  little  bone  is  finding 
its  way  across.  It  is  stated  that  vessels  that  would  normally  be 
canmng  bone  are  now  transporting  foodstuffs. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  attempt  to  comer  the  bone  supplies; 
in  fact,  there  is  said  to  be  an  unlimited  quantity  on  the  other  side 
awaiting  shipment.  Bone  supplies  that  were  at  one  time  available 
in  The  Potteries  for  £4  10s.  to  £5  ($22  to  $24.30)  per  ton  (2,240 
pounds)  are  now  realizing  £13  to  £14  ($63  to  $68),  and  even  more. 
Even  firms  that  have  actual  contracts  for  regular  supplies  are  hav- 
ing great  difficulties  in  obtaining  what  their  immediate  requirements 
demand.  If  tiie  bone  famine  is  not  relieved  veiy  speedily  there  is  a 
po^bility,  not  altogether  remote,  that  some  factories  which  buy 
their  materials  from  hand  to  mouth  will  have  to  close  down;  and 
in  any  case,  where  bone  is  to  be  had  the  price  is  fast  becoming 
almost  prohibitive. 
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FOBEIGN  TASIFFS. 
AVSTKALIA. 

[Conunonwealth  of  AastralUi  Gaxette,  July  10,  1015.1 

Keitiletloiu  on  Eggi  in  Liquid  Form. 

By  a  proclamation  of  July  7, 1915,  the  former  prohibition  against 
the  importation  into  Australia  of  liquid  eggs  for  edible  purposes  is 
modified  so  as  to  allow  the  importation  of  e^gs  (not  in  shell)  in  liquid 
form,  whites  and  yolks  combined  and  whites  and  yolks  separately, 
when  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  health  authori^  in  the 
district  in  which  the  material  is  prepared  that  the  eggs  used  are  dean 
and  sound,  and  that  the  material  is  prepared  and  packed  under  snch 
conditions  as  to  premises  and  methods  as  m^  be  considered  hygieni- 
cally  satisfactory,  and  that  such  material  is  free  from  preservative. 

CAKASA. 

[Consul  a«nenl  Frederick  it.  Byder,  Winnipeg,  Aog.  11,  1015.] 

Duty  on  Steam  WiBebef. 

By  a  decision  of  the  Department  of  Customs,  imder  date  of  July  30, 
1915,  steam  towing  winches  are  taken  off  the  free  list,  as  they  are  now 
manufactured  in  Canada  and  can  no  longer  be  admitted  under  item 
470  of  the  tariff  as  "  iron,  steel,  or  brass  manufactures  which  at  the 
time  of  their  importation  are  of  a  class  or  kind  not  manufactured  in 
Canada,  when  imported  for  use  in  the  construction  or  equipment  of 
ships  or  vessels,  imder  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Minister  of 
Customs."  No  rate  is  prescribed  for  towing  winches,  but  according 
to  a  statement  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  Winnipeg  they  would 
come  under  item  453  of  the  tariff,  which  covers  machinery  composed 
wholly  or  in  part  of  iron  or  steel,  for  which  a  general  rate  of  35  per 
cent  ad  valorem  is  prescribed,  with  a  preferential  rate  of  20  per  cent 
ad  valorem. 

[Customs  memorandum  No.  1040B,  Auk.  ld>  1915.] 

Exportation  of  Sheepskin*  to  the  United  States. 

The  exportation  to  the  United  States  of  Canadian  sheepskins, 
wooled  or  not,  which  has  been  prohibited  as  a  war  measure,  is  now 
permitted  upon  the  presentation  of  a  satisfactory  guaranty  from 
the  consignee,  indorsed  by  the  shipper,  that  neither  the  skins  n<Hr 
products  made  from  them  wiU  be  exported  from  the  United  States. 
An  order  of  May  25,  1915,  had  previously  granted  permission  for 
the  exportation  of  wool  under  similar  circumstances.  The  guaranty 
should  be  in  the  following  form : 

To  the  Minister  or  Customs, 

Ottawa,  Canada: 

In  coDsiderntion  of  your  consenting  to  the  exportation  to  us  from  Canada  of 

Canadian  sheepskins,   the  undersigned,  ,  hereby   give  you  the 

following  undertalclng,  which  shall  remain  in  force  so  long  as  the  present  war 
continues : 

That  the  sheepskins  so  exported  are  to  be  used  for  mannfactarln^  porposes 
only  In  the  United  States,  and  that  no  part  of  the  wool  or  skins  or  of  the  yam 
or  leather  made  therefrom  sbail  be  reexported  from  the  United  States  of 
America. 

(Signature) ^-^  , 

Dated  at w ,  1915. 
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nnxnsEiairr  bt  exportkb  fbom  canada. 
The  terms  and  conditioDS  of  the  within  guaranty  shall  be  talthfnlly  carried 

OQt 


Exporter  (or  agent). 

tCostoiiM  memontDdnm  No.  1941B,  Aus.  21,  191S.] 

Importation  of  Sreiied  Hogt  from  Vnited  States. 

A  further  amendment  to  the  Ministerial  Order  of  May  9,  1915, 
relating  to  the  importation  of  animal  products  from  the  United 
States  (see  Commerce  Reports,  June  7,  1915)  regulates  the  impor- 
tation into  Canada  of  dressed  hogs  from  the  United  States.  Hogs 
must  have  been  killed  and  dressed  in  establishments  under  Federal 
inspection  and  the  carcasses  singed  and  the  head,  feet,  and  viscera 
removed.  Only  car  lots,  sealed  by  an  inspector  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  and  consigned  to  Canadian  establishments  under 
inspection,  will  be  admitted.  It  is  further  required  that  every  por- 
tion of  such  imported  hogs  must  be  exported,  with  the  exception  of 
such  small  trimmings  as  are  rendered,  or  lean  trimmings,  which  must 
be  cooked  before  being  ojffered  for  sale. 

FSAirCE. 

I  American  Ambassador,  Paris,  Jal7  29,  1916.] 

Importation  of  Tohaooo  Samples. 

As  a  result  of  representations  made  by  the  American  Ambassador 
to  the  French  Government,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  under 
the  present  conditions  French  buyers  of  tobacco  for  colonial  mar- 
kets find  it  impossible  to  examine  samples  of  tobacco  at  Bremen  or 
Hamburg,  as  was  formerly  their  custom,  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
has  decided  to  allow  the  importation  of  samples  of  tobacco  under  a 
bond,  which  has  been  fixed  at  8  francs  per  kilo  ($0.70  per  pound)  for 
American  leaf  tobacco.  The  amount  of  American  leaf  tobacco  that 
may  be  imported  as  samples  is  limited  to  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds) 
per  annum  by  each  importer  and  is  subject  to  reexportation  or  ware- 
housing witmn  a  period  of  six  months.  The  bond  of  8  francs  per 
kilo  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  import  duty,  but  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  insuring  the  payment  of  any  fines  that  may  be  imposed  for 
the  violation  of  any  regulations.  Aitierican  tobacco  dealers  are  also 
allowed  to  deposit  their  samples  in  one  of  the  establishments  main- 
tained by  the  tobacco  monopoly  in  Paris,  Bordeaux,  and  Marseille. 


STATE  CONTBOL  OF  SBTTO  PSICES  IN  AUSTBIA. 

Ambassador  Frederic  C.  Penfield  sends  from  Vienna  a  copy  of  the 
decree  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  of  Austria  of  July  80,  1915, 
amending  the  fifth  edition  of  the  "Price  List  for  Drugs,"  of  the  Aus- 
trian Pharmacopceia.  This  decree — as  well  as  the  earlier  ones,  which 
were  mentioned  in  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  March  6  and 
May  22, 1914 — is  in  (German,  and  will  be  loaned  on  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  65,055. 
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PBOFEBTT  VALUES  DT  BEPUBUC  07  PAHAICA. 

[Consal  General  Alban  O.  Border,  Panama,  Panama,  Aug.  13.] 

The  Statistical  Office  has  issued  a  pamphlet  showing  the  amoiuts 
and  values  of  the  various  classes  of  private  property  in  the  Republic 
of  Panama  during  1914.  These  include  houses,  lands,  cattle  and 
horses,  lots,  farms;  and  in  addition  there  are  statistics  of  ships, 
which  show  total  tonnage  of  4,460,  valued  at  $855,896.  The  principal 
values  by  Provinces,  of  houses,  lands,  cattle,  and  horses,  and  the 
total  values  are : 


Frovlnoes. 


Honsc*. 


Lands. 


CktUe  and 
lionfls. 


AUvalna. 


Boeas  dd  Toro. 

Code 

Colon 

Cbiriqui 

Los Santos 

Pansma ... . 

Vcngnas 

Total.... 


430,730 
•  3,7S7,73S 

i,oi6,eeo 

430,360 

U^  704,005 

233,600 


*7M,20t 
7110,331 
«1,060 
1,144,845 
446,  tSS 
2,211,743 
S70,«Se 


l80,Si0 
030, 82( 
22,313 
1,431,025 
1»8,6t0 
407,000 
854,810 


11108,861 
2,072,886 
4,800,(00 
3,623,130 
1,814,853 

17,487,4(0 
1,456,005 


18,701,007 


fi,  730,900 


4,706,135 


83,17S,m 


a  Redoetlon  Idr  lira  o(  Apr.  30, 1014. 

A  copy  of  this  pamphlet,  containing  figures  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
various  classes  of  property,  by  Provinces,  their  values,  and  the 
taxes  paid,  together  with  the  rents  in  the  case  of  real  estate,  will 
be  loaned  to  interested  parties  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Kefer  to  file 
No.  65103. 


JAPANESE  mmSQ  ACTIVITY  IN  SOUTH  HANCHUBIA. 

[Consul  General  P.  S.  Heintzlemao,  Mukden,  China,  July  31.] 

Among  the  nine  mining  areas  in  South  Manchuria  where  Japanese 
are  permitted,  by  an  exchange  of  notes  between  the  Japanese  and 
Chinese  Governments  on  May  25,  1915,  to  prospect  for  and  operate 
mines,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  promising  is  the  iron  mine  in  the 
Anshanchan  region,  between  Liaoyang  and  Penhahu,  in  the  central 
part  of  Shengking  Province. 

The  seam  of  this  mine  extends  from  near  Liaoyang  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of-Penhsihu,  and  in  point  of  magnitude  is  pronoimced  as 
equal  to  the  well-known  mine  at  Tayeh,  Hupeh.  The  percentage 
of  iron  contained  in  the  ore  varies  according  to  locality.  The  worK- 
ing  of  this  mine  is  to  be  intrusted  to  the  South  Manchuria  Railway 
Co.  The  railway  company  will  not  confine  its  labors  to  mining  ore, 
but  proposes  to  manufacture  iron  as  well.  For  $melting  purposes 
neither  Fushun  nor  Yentai  coal  is  suitable,  and  it  is  said  Penhsihu 
coal  will  be  used.  A  site  for  the  smeltery  on  the  opposite  side  of  tiie 
Penhsihu  River  which  comprises  about  83  acres  of  land  has  been 
chosen  and  the  negotiations  for  its  purchase  are  about  concluded. 
The  undertaking  is  to  assume  considerable  proportions,  and  the  capi-? 
tal  for  investment  is  estimated  to  be  not  less  than  $5,000,000. 
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nrcBEASE  Bsr  bbasfosd  wooi  cohbebs'  wages. 

[Consul  Aognstiia  B.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Inland,  Aug.  12.] 

A  threatened  strike  of  the  Bradford  wool  combers  has  been  averted. 
It  was  feared  that  such  a  strike  would  cause  a  further  restriction  iu 
the  output  of  wool  tops,  which,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labor,  is 
even  now  a  matter  of  serious  concern.  The  following  official  state- 
ment issued  by  the  secretary  of  the  Wool  Combing  Employers'  Fed- 
eration shows  the  settlement  that  has  been  made: 

The  Woolcomblng  Bniployers*  Federation  hare  recently  been  approached  by 
the  National  Society  of  Machine  Woolcombers  with  a  request  that  a  war  bonus 
should  be  granted  to  the  employees.  The  federation  pointed  out  that  In  mak- 
ing such  an  application  the  ojieratlves  were  breaking  nn  agreement  entered  into 
In  February  last,  when  an  increase  In  wages  was  granted  by  the  federation 
uiK)n  the  undertaking  from  the  machine  wool  combers  that  no  further  re- 
quest for  an  Increase  should  be  made  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  After 
n^otlatlons,  the  committee  of  the  Society  of  Machine  Woolcombers  sent  a 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  employers'  federation  withdrawing  the  application. 
After  the  application  had  been  withdrawn,  the  Woolcomblng  Employers'  Feder- 
ation reconsidered  the  position,  and,  after  giving  due  consideration  to  certain 
special  points  put  before  them,  they  TOluntarily  decided  to  grant  a  war  bonns 
of  28.  (49  cents)  a  week  to  all  the  wool-combing  operatives.  With  the  object  of 
encouraging  their  employees  to  work  full  time,  the  war  bonus  Is  only  to  be  paid 
to  those  who  complete  a  full  week's  work. 

The  agreement  states  that  the  bonus  shall  become  payable  on  the 
first  pay  day  in  September,  and  the  National  Society  of  Machine 
Woolcombers  undertakes  to  withdraw  all  letters  of  application  for 
war  bonus  or  any  advance  which  have  been  sent  to  firms  who  are 
already  paving  a  war  bonus,  or.  in  total,  any  amount  equal  to  the 
wages  (includmg  the  war  bonus)  which  the  Woolcomblng  Employ- 
ers^Federation  will  be  paying  under  the  latest  agreement. 

As  a  result  of  this  advance  in  wages  of  2s.  (49  cents)  per  week  it 
has  been  necessary  that  a  further  advance  of  woolcombmg  charges 
shall  be  made.  It  was  announced  early  in  June  that  an  advance  of  a 
farthing  (half  a  cent)  and  one-eighth  of  a  penny  (quarter  cent)  on 
merino  and  crossbreds,  respectively,  should  take  place  on  September 
1,  while  now  a  similar  and  additional  advance  will  be  in  operation 
from  October  1. 

STEAMSHIF  CHANOE  AIDS  TBADE  WITH  AUSTBAUA. 

Acting  Secretary  of  Commerce  E.  F.  Sweet,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
James  A.  Robertson,  commissioner  for  Queensland  at  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition,  announces  to  the  representative  of 
the  Australian  State  the  fact  that  the  United  States  Post  Office 
Department  has  concluded  arrangements  with  the  Oceanic  Steam- 
ship Co.  for  the  steamers  of  that  company  plying  between  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Sydney,  via  Honolulu  and  Pago  Pago,  to  sail  from  San 
Francisco  every  three  weeks  instead  of  every  four  weeks,  as  here- 
tofore, calling  at  Pago  Pago  and  Honolulu  on  each  of  the  return 
trips,  the  new  arrangement  to  commence  with  the  sailing  from  San 
Francisco  on  October  26. 

The  Acting  Secretary  also,  in  a  letter  acknowled^ng  the  receipt 
from  the  Post  Office  Department  of  information  regarding  the 
changes  in  the  Oceanic  Co.'s  arrangements  on  the  Pacific,  says  that 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Australia  will  be  facilitated. 
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DIBECT  SOUTH  AFBICAN  SHIPMENTS  TO  AHEBICA. 

[Consnl  E.  A.  Wakefleld,  Port  Ellnbetb.  July  21.] 

•  Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  local  demand  for  wool, 
mohair,  hides  and  skins  (ostrich  feathers  being  already  at  a  very 
low  mark)  almost  ceased,  and  business  in  general  was  most  unsatis- 
factory. 

Over  and  above  the  stagnation  in  trade  which  naturally  followed 
the  beginning  of  hostilities,  the  shortage  of  cargo  ships  for  exporting 
produce  presented  a  very  serious  obstacle  to  trade.  While  the  local 
holders  of  produce  were  willing  to  ship,  even  at  the  reduced  prices, 
there  was  no  opportunity  for  a  considerable  time  to  ship  any  cargo 
worth  mentioning. 
Amertean  Buyers  Appear. 

In  late  October  or  early  November  American  buyers  appeared 
on  the  scene  and  gradually  accumulated  quite  extensive  stocks, 
principally  of  wool.  The  difficulties  encountered  through  the  em- 
bargo placed  upon  wool  shipments  have  been  mentioned  before. 
Another  difficulty  speedily  appeared  when  an  effort  was  made  to 
ship  the  wool  by  the  ordinary  transportation  route  to  America  (via 
England).  Not  only  was  cargo  space  unobtainable  at  the  time,  but 
no  estimate  would  l>e  supplied  as  to  when  ships  would  be  available. 
This  was  the  situation  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  America  was, 
at  the  time,  the  principal  purchaser  of  South  African  wools. 

After  unavaiUng  efforts  to  secure  transportation  by  the  usual 
route,  one  of  the  American  purchasers  chartered  a  sailing  ship  direct 
for  Boston.  This  was  early  in  the  new  year,  and  was  later  fol- 
lowed by  another  sailer  and  several  steamer  cargoes.  Since  then 
direct  sailings  for  America  have  been  comparatively  frequent. 
Importers  in  the  United  States  should  realize  the  desirability  of  con- 
tinuing these  direct  shipments  to  America.  This  will  benefit  not 
only  American  importers  of  wool,  mohair,  ostrich  feathers,  hides, 
and  skins,  but  will  also  help  extend  the  market  for  American  prod- 
ucts here. 

Hongkong  Increases  Shipments  to  United  States. 

The  declared  export  return  prepared  by  Consul  General  Anderson, 
at  Hongkong,  China,  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  present  year 
shows  a  marked  increase  in  exports  to  the  United  States  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  The  1915  figures  are 
$3,019,248,  while  those  for  1914  were  $2,620,258.  Exports  from 
Hongkong  to  the  Philippine  Islands  during  the  first  six  months  also 
increased  from  $1,518,287  in  1914  to  $2,399,952  in  1915. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

New  York,  Boom  408  TTnited  States  Cnstomhoase;  Boston,  762  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  8t  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  621  ?ost  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibernia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  806  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Conuneroe;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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BRAZn  OFFEBS  SEA  SALT. 

(Cablegram  from  Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Oottscbalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Aug.  31.] 

Offers  are  desired  for  purchasing  Brazilian  sea  salt  in  unlimited 
quantities,  bagged  or  loose. 


QUICK  BESTJLT  ON  CASTADIAir  OFFOBTtmiTT. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Rett,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Aug.  25.] 

The  contract  for  waterworks  supplies  for  the  city  of  Drumheiler, 
Alberta,  Canada,  announcement  of  which  appeared  in  Commkecb 
Keports  for  August  9,  1915,  as  Foreign  Trade  Oppo0|iinity,  No. 
17851,  was  awarded  to  an  American  contractor  on  August  W,  1915. 


NEW  DUTCH  STEAMSHIF  SERVICE  VIA  THE  FANAUA  CANAL. 

[Conanl  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amaterdam.  Netherlands,  Aug.  16.] 

The  Eoyal  Netherlands  Steamship  Co.,  operating  between  Amster- 
dam and  South  America,  announces  that,  beginning  August  31,  it 
will  inaugurate  a  new  line  of  steamers  between  Amsterdam  and  Cal- 
lao,  Peru,  and  Valparaiso,  Chile,  via  the  Panama  Canal.  This  line 
will  comprise  six  or  seven  steamers,  sailing  from  Amsterdam  monthly. 
The  Eoyal  Netherlands  Co.  operates  50  steamers  altogether. 


FBOJECTED  CBEDIT  BANK  FOB  DUTCH  HOBTICULTUBE. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Aug.  16.] 

The  flower-bulb  industry  and  other  branches  of  horticulture  in 
this  district  have  been  severely  injured  by  the  war.  As  a  consequence, 
a  credit  bank  for  horticulture  is  being  considered  by  the  Netherlands 
Government,  and  preliminary  arrangements  are  under  way.  Full 
particulars  are  riot  yet  made  public,  but  it  is  imderstood  that  while 
the  bank  will  not  be  on  a  cooperative  basis  the  industries  specially 
concerned  will  exercise  a  control  over  its  management. 
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EZPOSTS  TO  THE  FHIIIPPnrE  ISLAHSS. 

The  exports  from  Hongkong  to  the  Philippine  Islands  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year  amoiuted  in  value  to  $2^99,952,  as  compared  with  a 
value  of  $1,518,287  last  year,  the  increase  being  accounted  for  en- 
tirely by  shipments  of  rice,  which  increased  from  a  value  of  $323,3fi3 
in  1914  to  $1,467,927  this  year.  In  practically  all  other  items  there 
were  decreases,  ordinary  trade  reflecting  strongly  the  depressed  con- 
dition which  has  exi&-ted  in  the  islands  for  some  time.  Decreases  in 
imports  of  cotton  yam  from  a  value  of  $64,010  to  a  value  of  $38,627 
and  in  unmanufactured  silk  from  $112,205  to  $70,205  reflect  the  de- 
pression in  native  industries.  While,  owing  to  changes  in  classifica- 
tion, it  is  difficult  to  accurately  compare  exports  of  provisions,  there 
was  considerable  decline  even  in  that  trade.  The  exports  to  the  ter- 
ritory from  Hongkong  for  the  first  half  of  1914  and  of  1915  were : 


ArtldM. 


CemMit 

Chcmictds 

Cot  too,  and  manafacttires  ot. . 

Earthenware 

Explosives:  Fireworks 

Fruits  andnuta 

Leather .' 

Matches 

Ueat  product:  Lard 

Metals ; 

Motion  pictures 

On :    Vegetable,    ezptmni 
pMnat 


Jinnary-Iune— 


vn* 


M,2S0 

9,541 

139,222 

22,315 

1,927 

32,780 

1,<WI 

17,394 

43,590 

22,051 

24,019 

38,076 


ins 


S2T8 
61,267 
27,211 
128,934 
20,851 

1,429 
37.fiM 

1,304 
27,634 
66,787 

S,078 
24,136 

^626 


Articles. 


Rice 

SUk 

Spirits,  wines 

Sugar 

Tea 

TotMeeo 

Wood  and  manubtctures  ot.. 
Wool  and  manufactures  of. . . 
All  other  arlides 

Total 


Jan  uary- Jnn»— 


1914  UU 


<323,3S3  '«1,«S7,927 


144,619 

126,343 

S34 

230 

22,046 

10,6a 

6,930 

5,7S8 

5,126 

5,510 

8,383 

19.  ni 

35,646 

2,m 

572,360 

354,089 

1,518,387  2,399,953 


01il9f*iB  Q««4f  8«at  to  QavaU^  ! 

Exports  ib  Hawaii  declffeased  from  a  value  of  $136,198  to  a  value 
of  $119,799^  and  the  decre&se  is  accounted  for  by  smaller  imports  in 
nearly  all  lines,  the  chief  items  of  which  represent  supplies  of  Chi- 
nese goods  for  Chinese  resident  in  the  territory.  The  exports  in 
detail  for  the  two  half  years  have  been : 


Artldas. 


}ainiiM7-Iaii»— 


1914 


ins 


Aitido. 


I*naary.Joi>e— 


1914 


ins 


Chemicals 

Cotton,  and  manufactores  ot 

Earthenware 

ExpIosiTts:  Fliewwka.: 

Matches 

Moss  and  aeagrass;  seagnus 

furniture , 

OH:     Vegetable,    expressed 

peannt 

Paper,  and  manuIActives  of. . 
Bice 


16,121 

1,025 

1,685 

634 

07» 


11,520 
1,536 
4,844 


16,460 
1,193 

1,777 
396 


197 

8,877 
1,687 
4,708 


Seeds  

Silk,  and  manufactures  of . . . 

Spirits,  wines 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tobacco 

Wood,  and  manulaotare*  of. . 
AU  other  articles 

Total 


$5 

932 

19,772 

653 

8,875 

3,811 

1,456 

73,211 


n,337 
1,554 

17,584 
647 

10,356 
2,007 
2,638 

57,974 


136,198 


119,790 


While  it  is  unlikely  that  there  will  be  any  marked  improvement  in 
South  China  trade  so  long  as  the  war  in  Europe  continues,  and  while 
several  important  changes  are  taking  place  m  the  trade  and  trade 
machinery  of  the  Far  East,  the  general  feeling  in  South  China  c(Hn- 
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mercial  circles  at  present  is  more  encouraging  than  it  was  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  Some  of  the  results  of  the  war  are  being  dis- 
counted, the  possibilities  of  trade  in  some  directions  have  been  de- 
veloped, it  has  been  found  that  supplies  of  certain  staple  goods 
heretofore  obtained  from  some  particular  source  can  be  secured  from 
other  sources  with  comparatively  little  difficulty,  and  many  of  the 
serious  problems  of  the  wai-  situation  have  been  satisfactorily  solved. 
The  general  business  outlook  is  much  more  satisfactory  than  it  has 
been. 

NEW  FOUaniLA  IN  CALCTILATIN6  FOBCE  OF  CUBBENTS. 

Probably  the  most  accurate  method  for  determining  the  value 
of  the  strength  of  an  electrical  current  in  absolute  measure  is  by 
means  of  the  Eayleigh  current  balance,  in  which  the  current  to  be 
measured  is  passed  in  series  through  two  parallel  circular  coils  of 
unequal  radii,  one  of  which  is  suspended  from  the  beam  of  a  balance. 
The  distance  between  the  planes  of  the  coils  is  varied  until  the  force 
of  attraction  between  the  two  coils  is  a  maximum,  and  the  value  of 
the  force  is  obtained  by  adding  weights  to  the  other  arm  of  the 
balance  until  its  equilibrium  is  restored.  Since  the  maximum  force 
obtainable  depends  on  the  ratio  of  the  radii  of  the  coils  alone,  and 
not  on  their  individual  dimensions,  it  is  only  necessary  to  determine 
further  the  ratio  of  the  radii  of  the  coils,  and  this  may  be  done  with 
great  accuracy  by  electrical  means. 

The  constant  of  the  instrimient — that  is,  the  maximum  force  per 
unit  current  for  the  coils  in  question — ^has  been  obtained  in  the  past 
by  interpolation  between  values  of  the  force,  calculated  for  various 
assumed  distances  of  the  coils,  in  the  neirfiborhood  of  the  critical 
value  for  which  the  force  is  a  maximum.  For  although  the  general 
formulas  of  Maxwell  and  Nagaoka  give  the  value  of  the  force  for 
any  two  given  coils,  at  any  assumed  distance,  with  great  accuracy,  no 
formula  nas  been  heretofore  published  foy  calculating  at  what  dis- 
tance the  force  becomes  a  maximum.  To  supply  this  lack  there  is 
derived  in  a  paper  just  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  en- 
titled "  The  Calculation  of  the  Maximum  Force  Between  two  Paral- 
lel, Coaxial,  Circular  Currents,"  a  formula  which  gives  the  critical 
distance  as  a  function  of  the  ratio  of  the  radii.  The  Tatter  part  of  the 
paper  is  devoted  to  the  development  of  methods  for  facilitating  the 
calculations.  The  formulas  are  illustrated  by  numerical  examples 
and  tables,  and  the  new  formulas  are  shown  to  give  results  in  agree- 
ment with  those  derived  by  more  indirect  and  laborious  meth<^  of 
interpolation. 

Copies  of  the  publication.  Scientific  Paper  No.  255,  may  be  ob- 
tained on  request  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Latin  American  Omggiits,  Physicians,  Etc. 

The  American  consuls  in  Central  and  South  America  have  ob- 
tained the  lists  of  druggists,  pharmacists,  dentists,  surgeons,  and 
physicians  in  the  various  countries.  These  have  been  assembled  in 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be  made 
available  in  rotation  at  the  various  district  offices. 
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COHSTBUCIIOH  WOEK  ABSOAS. 

ATTSTRALIA. 
IConsnl  Locira  N.  Sullivan,  Newcastle,  New  Sontb  Wales,  July  22.] 
Hew  Coal-Loading  Wliait. 

The  first  section  of  the  new  coal-loading  wharf  has  recently  been 
completed  in  the  Newcastle  Harbor,  at  a  cost  of  $210,000.  This  wharf 
is  one-third  of  a  mile  long  and  of  especially  heavy  construction  on 
account  of  the  electric  traveling  cranes  which  it  is  to  support. 

A  system  of  heavy  diagonal  bracing  was  employed  between  the 
superstructure  and  the  high-water  mark,  with  the  idea  of  preventing 
the  traverse  rails  from  getting  out  of  alignment,  which  heavy  ves- 
sels coming  against  the  wharf  might  cause.  Reinforced  concrete 
construction  was  used  for  the  "  feeder  sidings  "  to  sustain  the  load  of 
heavy  freight  en^nes  which  will  be  used  in  bringing  the  coal  trains 
from  the  mines  direct  to  the  dock. 

A  depth  of  water  of  30  feet  will  be  maintained  along  the  face  line 
of  the  wharf,  but  it  is  so  designed  that  the  depth  may  later  be  made 
35  feet.  The  average  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  Newcastle  Harbor 
is  now  23^  feet  at  mean  low  tide. 

The  dock  will  carry  six  15-ton,  coal-loading,  high-speed  electric 
traveling  cranes,  each  weighing  200  tons.  They  were  manufactured 
in  England.  Two  have  been  delivered  and  the  third  is  on  the  way. 
The  following  is  taken  from  the  report  of  the  London  consulting 
engineer  who  inspected  and  supervised  the  test  made  on  these 
machines. 

Hoisting  with  two  motors:  Load,  15  tons;  speed,  87  feet  per  minute;  480 
volts;  240  amperes.  Hoisting  witb  one  motor:  Load,  16  tons;  speed,  47.6  feet 
per  minnte;  270  volts;  110  amperes.  Traveling:  Speed,  97  feet  per  minute;  48S 
volts;  48  amperes. 

The  liifechq^ical  brakes  were  tested  by  cutting  out  the  electric 
brakes  and  lo-sVering  tli^Yyll  load  which  was  satisfactorily  controlled 
by  these  brakes.  There  is  also  an  efficient  overwinding  device.  The 
tests  showed  154  horsepower  required  for  hoisting,  7f  horsepowei* 
for  slewing,  and  31^  horsepower  for  traversing,  as  against  200  horse- 
power actually  provided  m  the  motors  for  hoisting,  25  horsepower 
for  slewing,  and  50  horsepower  for  traversing.  The  wide  margin 
allowed  for  reserved  capacity  provides  for  an  increase  in  loading 
which  may  be  expected  in  an  expanding  coal  port  like  Newcastle, 
Each  of  these  cranes  will  lift  15  tons  at  55  feet  radius  and  a  vertical 
distance  of  39  feet  at  the  face  line  of  the  wharf,  with  the  framework 
of  the  crane  3^  feet  clear  from  the  face  line.  They  will  lift  3  tons 
more  than  the  hydraulic  cranes  at  present  in  service  and  will  also 
have  10|  feet  more  radius  and  11^  feet  higher  lift. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  six  cranes  will  be  able  to  load  over  2,500,000 
tons  of  coal  per  annum. 

SmOAUA. 

eovenmieiit  Invitet  Tenders  for  Railway  Bnlldlng. 

English  newspapers  during  August  have  published  official  notices 
by  the  Bulgarian  Government  inviting  tenders  for  the  constructimi 
of  four  railway  lines:  (1)  From  Radomir,  via  Dupnitza,  to  Zumaia, 
with  (2)  a  branch  line  m>m  Dupnitza  to  Bobordol,  together  90.1  kilo- 
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meters  (kilometer=0.62  mile) ;  (3)  from  Plevna  to  Lovetch,  62.5 
kilometers;  and  (4)  from  Gabrovo  to  Sevljievo,  29.75  kilometers. 
Caution  money  for  (1)  and  (2),  741,000  francs  (franc=$0.193) :  for 
(3),  320,000  francs;  and  for  (4),  160,000  francs.  Specifications, 
plans,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  at  the  Direction  G^n^rale  des  Construc- 
tion, 4  Rue  Preslav,  Sofia,  for  the  sum  of  80  francs.  The  date  by 
which  all  bids  should  be  in  was  August  30,  1915.  Tenders  were  to 
be  addressed,  for  each  line  separately,  to  the  Direction  Gen^rale  des 
Construction.  With  the  placing  of  contracts  for  building  these  lines 
there  should  be  an  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  American  railway  sup- 
plies and  equipment. 

CAKASA. 
[Consul  Samuel  C.  R«at,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Aug.  25.] 
Hew  Oraln  Elevator  Completed. 

The  new  Government  grain  elevator  at  Calgary  will  be  finished 
and  ready  for  use  by  September  1.  This  completes  the  chain  of 
international  elevators  built  by  the  Government  between  the  Great 
Lakes  and  the  Hookies,  those  at  Moose  Jaw  and  Saskatoon  being  al- 
ready in  operation.  All  these  elevators,  including  the  big  one  at 
Port  Arthur,  will  be  available  for  handling  this  season's  crop,  of 
which  it  is  estimated  there  may  be  175,000,000  bushels  for  export. 
The  Vancouver  elevator,  with  a  capacity  of  a  million  bushels,  is 
being  rushed  to  completion.  The  new  Government  grain  elevator  in 
Calgary  has  a  capacity  of  3,000,000  bushels.  It  is  constructed  of  re- 
inforced concrete  and  cost  a  million  dollars. 

[Montreal  Gazette,  Ang.  26.] 

frojeot  of  Big;  Sewer  Line. 

The  Montreal  City  Council  is  considering  the  project  of  .bijilding  a 
15-mile  sewer  from  the  north  end  of  the  city  toward  the  east  end  of 
the  island  of  Montreal,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,000,000  to  $2,000,000. 
It  is  recommended  by  Chief  Engineer  Mercier.  However,  the  City 
Hall  believes  that  the  project  is  premature. 

OHIXE. 

[Conunerdal  Attach^  Verne  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  July  19.] 
Electric  Ballway  Concessions. 

Augusto  Astaburuaga  has  been  granted  an  extension  of  two  years 
for  the  beginning  of  work  on  the  electric  railway  from  Santiago  to 
Maipu,  a  suburb  of  the  city. 

The  Compania  Molinera  El  Globo,  of  CoUipulli,  Chile,  has  been 
granted  the  privilege  of  establishing  lighting  and  traction  system 
for  the  town.  The  town  is  90  miles  southeast  of  Concepcion  and  has 
a  population  of  4,000.  Communications  to  the  company  should  be 
in  Spanish. 

The  Government  has  authorized  the  Municipality  of  Tacna  to 
borrow  up  to  200,000  pesos  (about  $32,000  United  States  gold)  for 
paving  the  city.    The  debt  must  be  amortized  within  20  years. 
Kallway  Flans  Approved — Street  ?avlng. 

The  Public  Works  Council  has  approved  the  plans  for  the  railroad 
from  Antofagasta  to  Mejillones,  about  68  kilometers  (kilometer= 
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Q.Q2  mile)  long,  1  meter  gauge,  the  price  per  kilometer  being  esti- 
mated at  49,300  Tpesos  (each  peso  being  worth  16  cents  United  States 
currency) .    Public  bids  will  be  asked  for  constructing  the  road. 

CHINA. 
tConsul  Geoeral  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  Huikow,  Jaly  28.] 
New  Bank  Building. 

The  Hongkong  &  Shanghai  Banldng  Corporation  is  constructing 
an  imposing  modem  bank  building  adjoining  their  present  quarters. 
The  growth  of  the  banking  interests  have  demanded  larger  quarters, 
and  this  old  and  large  financial  institution  is  not  often  far  behind  the 
local  demands,  and  its  enlargement  is  a  sound  index  to  the  growth  of 
Hankow. 

The  new  building  is  to  be  of  reinforced  concrete  and  to  co^ 
600,000  taels  ($363,000  gold  at  $0,605),  the  internal  fixtures  and 
arrangements  will  be  up  to  date.  The  progressive  spirit  of  the 
management  is  an  indication  that  American  fixtures  will  be  given 
a  fair  hearing,  though  British  will  be  preferred,  llemmings  & 
Berkley  are  the  architects. 

Other  New  Structure*. 

.  The  Nippon  Kisen  Kaisha,  a  Japanese  steamshi|>  company,  is 
erecting  large  brick  and  reinforced  cement  go-downs  in  the  Conces- 
sions. The  architects  are  Hemmings  &  Berkley. 
■  Many  new  buildings  in  foreign  concessions  have  been  completed 
within  the  past  year,  including  the  Union  Buildings  of  reinforced 
concrete  for  office  and  residence  flats,  in  which  the  second  elevator 
has  been  installed  in  Hankow.  Liddell  Bros,  have  completed  a 
3-story ^odi^wn  with  splendid  offices.  The  Hankow  Dispensary  has 
recently,  oicoupied  its  new  block  and  started  its  mineral  water  plant. 
J.  K.  Va.JXOi^&  Co-  Kav^  opmpleted  at  Seven  Miie  Creek,  outside  of 
concessionsi^  an  antimony -smelting  plant.  The  new  buildings  are 
usually  of  brick  and  reiriforced  concrete. 

(Vice  Consal  Horace  Rcmtllard,  Hankow,-  July  23.] 
New  Chinese  Post  Office  Will  Need  Equipment 

The  Chinese  Postal  Administration  is  desirous  of  erecting  a  new 
post-office  building  at  Hankow,  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $120,000 
Mexican  ($47,880  United  States  currency).  Sketch  plans  have  been 
invited  from  the  local  architects,  which  are  to  be  submitted  by 
August  15,  1915.  The  contract  will  be  promptly  awarded,  probably 
about  September  15,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  construction  will  begin 
about  October,  1915,  the  building  to  be  completed  by  August,  1916. 
It  is  not  yet  definitely  known  what  materials  will  be  used  in  con- 
struction, but  the  new  building  will  doubtless  be  partly  of  rein- 
forced concrete.  After  sketch  plans  have  been  adopted  certain  speci- 
fications will  be  made  by  the  postal  authorities,  but  the  purchase 
and  supply  of  materials  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  construction 
architects. 

This  office  will  report  to  Washington  the  name  of  the  concern  ob- 
taining this  contract  and  will  obtain  specifications  for  inteare^»d 
American  business  houses  on  payment  of  whatever  fee«  may  be  sub- 
scribed.   Firms  in  the  United  States  desiring  to  make  tenders  ior 
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interior  equipment  are  advised  to  send  a  copy  of  their  catalogues  to 
Postal  Commissioner  Paul  Bauer,  at  Hankow,  and  duplicate  copies 
to  this  consulate  general,  one  to  be  transmitted  to  the  construction 
architects  and  one  for  filing  in  this  office. 

[ConsDl  General  P.  S.  Helntzleman,  Mukden,  July  29.] 

Double  Track  for  Hallway  Section. 

The  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co.  has  received  from  the  Japanese 
Government  permission  to  double  the  track  on  the  Suchiatun-Muk- 
den  section,  a  distance  of  about  10  miles,  of  the  main  line  extending 
from  Dairen  to  Changchim.  This  work,  which  is  merely  an  exten- 
sion as  the  line  from  Dairen  to  Suchiatun,  236.5  miles,  was  double- 
tracked  several  years  ago,  will  consume  over  four  years.  The  con- 
struction of  a  railway  bridge  for  the  second  track  over  the  Hun 
Kiver  is  already  in  progress. 

[Consul  General  P.  8.  Helntzleman,  Hnkden,  Aug.  3.] 
Projected  Xailways  in  South  Manohvxla  and  Eastern  Inner  Kongolla. 

Of  the  five  railways  in  project  in  Eastern  Mongolia  and  South 
Manchuria,  for  which  an  agreement  was  concluded  between  the  Chi- 
nese Government  and  the  Japanese  minister  at  Peking  in  October,  1913, 
(1)  Kaiyuan  to  Hailimgcheng,  120  miles;  (2)  Changchun  to  Tao- 
nanfu,  180  miles;  (3)  Taonantu  to  Jehol  via  Chihfeng,  470  miles; 
and  (4)  Hailnngcheng  to  Kirin,  110  miles,  are  considered  as  of  less 
importance  than  the  fifth  line,  Ssupingkai  to  Taonanfu,  230  miles  in 
length.  The  last-mentioned  line  is  expected  to  prove  at  once  a 
profitable  feeder  to  the  South  Manchuria  Railway. 
Early  Conitrnotion  of  Ssnplngkai-Taonanfn  Line. 

Negotiations  are  now  in  progress  at  Peking  between  the  Board  of 
Communications  and  the  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  for  the  flotation 
of  a  loan  for  the  construction  of  the  above  railways.  Construction 
work  on  the  Ssupingkai-Taonanfu  line  will  begin  immediately  upon 
the  conclusion  of  the  agreement.  The  first  section,  extending  65 
miles,  between  Ssupingkai  and  Chengchiatun,  will  be  undertaken  by 
the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co.,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  com- 
mence work.  Preparations  lor  extending  the  line  to  Taonanfu  are 
also  under  way.  The  settlement  of  the  details  of  the  loan  agi-eement 
now  under  negotiation,  and  which  is  to  follow  in  the  main  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Tientsin- Pukou  Railway  loan  agreement,  is  expected  to 
meet  with  little  difficul^. 

On  the  Ssupingkai-Chenchiatun  section  the  alignment  will  start 
at  Ssupingkai  on  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  main  line  and  pro- 
ceed northwestward  to  Pamiencheng,  and,  after  crossing  the  Liao 
River,  extend  to  Chengchiatun.  The  only  work  on  this  section  at- 
tended with  engineering  difficulty  is  the  railway  bridge  over  the 
Liao.  According  to  the  precedents  of  railway  construction  in  China, 
the  construction  expense  is  estimated  to  be  about  $50,000  per  mile, 
but  Japanese  experts  believe  that  half  this  estimate  will  suffice.  Cal- 
culated on  this  basis,  the  total  cost  for  this  section  should  not  greatly 
exceed  $1,600,000. 

Chengchiatun  is  advantageously  situated  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Cherim  League  (the  region  possessed  by  one  of  the  Monjgolian 
tribes,  and  where  the  Chinese  Government  has  in  recent  years  in- 
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stituted  bureaus  for  promoting  the  settlement  of  vacant  lands),  yrith 
the  waterway  of  the  Lino  only  about  a  mile  away.  On  the  north  it 
leads  to  Taonanfu  via  Kaitung  (one  of  the  new  marts  to  be  opened 
to  international  trade),  on  the  south  to  Mukden  via  Fukumen,  on 
the  west  to  Chihfeng  and  Chinchou  via  Palin  and  Kailu,  and  on  the 
east  to  several  stations  on  the  South  Manchuria  Bailway. 

The  trade  of  the  eastern  part  of  Inner  Mongolia  is  centered  at 
Chengchiatun.  The  Japanese  colony  there  consists  of  107  persons. 
There  are  13  pawnshops,  3  patent-medicine  shops,  and  3  restaurants. 

This  section  of  railway  will  serve  to  open  up  the  latent  natural 
resources  of  the  Cherim  League,  the  "  treasure  house  "  of  Inner  Mon- 
gol ia,  and  the  railway  is  expected  to  be  put  quickly  on  a  paying  basis. 
Plan*  for  Two  Other  Kallways. 

The  Peking  Government  has  instructed  the  Department  of  Com- 
munications to  draw  up  plans  for  constructing  two  other  railways. 

(1)  Chinchou-Dolon  Nor:  A  366-mile  line  from  Chinchou,  on  the 
Peking-Mukden  line,  to  Chihfeng  via  Chaoyang  and  I-chou,  whence, 
tiiming  to  the  west,  to  Dolon  Nof. 

(2)  Kalgan-Dolon  Nor:  A  200-mile  line  from  Kalgan  to  Do1<mi 
Nor — an  extension  of  the  Peking-Kalgan  line.  These  lines  indicate 
8  direct  approach  to  Peking  from  both  the  northwest  and  the  north. 
•  In  any  consideration  of  Japan's  activity  in  railway  enterprises  in 
these  regions,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  by  an  arrangement  effected  by  an 
exchange  of  notes  between  the  Japanese  and  Chmese  Governm«ats  on 
May  25,  1915,  China  encages,  in  the  event  of  being  unable  herself  to 
supply  the  funds,  for  building  railways  in  south  Manchuriai  and 
eastern  inner  Mongolia,  to  negotiate  for  a  loan  with  Japanese  capi- 
talists. 

lirht  Battv9i7s  Proposed. 

There  a^fe' other  niiner  Japanese  railway  enterprises  projected  in 
South  Manchuria.  The  concession  to  lay  a  light  rail  Ime  between 
Penhsihu  and  ChienchangyiibCTrt  52  miles,  was  secured  by  Japanese  in 
1914  on  condition  that  the  line  be  worked  under  Sino- Japanese  man- 
agement. The  9-mile  section  between  Penhsihu  and  Niushintai  was 
completed  in  February,  1914,  and  put  in  operation  soon  afterwards. 
Owing  to  diiiiculties  in  defining  the  joint  management,  no  further 
extension  of  the  line  has  yet  been  made.  The  section  under  operation 
has,  however,  been  found  of  little  service,  and  it  has  been  finally 
agreed  that  the  line  shall  be  extended  first  to  Haiaoshih,  7  miles  be- 
yond Niushintai.  Plans  for  constructing  the  new  extension  are  under 
consideration.    This  line  taps  a  rich  coal  and  iron  district. 

The  surveys  of  the  proposed  route  of  the  Yingkon-Kaiping  light 
rail  line  having  been  finished,  construction  work  was  commencea  in 
July  last.  Kaiping  is  on  the  main  line  of  the  South  Manchuria  Rail- 
way, and  this  new  35-mile  railway  would  reduce  considerably  the  dis- 
tance between  Newchwang  and  Dairen. 

A  number  of  Mukden  capitalists  propose  to  construct  a  25-mile 
light  railway  between  that  city  and  the  Fushim  Colliery;  capital  of 
company  $300,000.  The  governor  of  Fengtien  Province,  who  has 
studied  the  commercial  aspects  of  the  proposed  enterprise,  has  sanc- 
tioned the  project.  An  application  for  a  charter,  filed  with  the 
Mukden  authorities,  has  been  referred  to  Peking. 
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The  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co.  is  unable  advantageously, 
owing  to  the  European  war,  to  float  a  foreign  loan,  so  that  its  plans 
for  building  numerous  branches  as  feeders  to  the  main  line,  as  well 
as  its  other  varied  undertakings,  are  directly  affected. 

COLOKBIA. 

[Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  BarnuMiolUa,  Aug.  14.] 

Knnlelpal  Waterworks. 

The  Municipality  of  Call,  on  the  west  coast  of  Colombia  (reached 
via  the  port  of  Buenaventura)  will  receive  bids  in  conformity  with 
specifications  and  ordinance  of  said  Municipality  on  November  28, 
1915,  for  the  construction  of  waterworks  for  supplying  the  dty  with 
an  ample  supply  of  potable  water,  with  a  capacity  sufficient  for  a 
city  oi  50,000  inhabitants,  with  operating  privuege  for  30  years,  and 
possible  extension  thereof  for  terms  of  10  and  20  years.  Full  details 
of  the  proposed  plan  will  be  found  in  "  Llamamiento  a  Licitacion," 
of  which  this  consulate  has  been  able  to  secure  but  one  copy  [which 
may  be  seen  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce;  refer  to  file  65,123].  The  Compania  del  Ferrocarrio 
del  Pacifico  has  made  the  preliminary  plans  and  estimates,  and  in- 
formation may  be  secured  from  the  manager  at  Cali  or  from  the 
Mimicipal  council  direct. 

Telephone  Servlee. 

The  municipality  of  Barranquilla,  Colombia,  understanding  that 
the  contract  with  the  West  India  &  Colombia  Electric  Co.  for  sup- 
plying telephone  service  to  the  city  will  expire  in  October  next,  pro- 
poses to  offer  the  concession  for  a  further  period  of  25  years  to  the 
person  or  company  offering  the  best  conditions  of  service  asd  of  in- 
.  terest  to  the  municipality.  The  date  of  i^eceipt  of  bids  is  not  }'et 
fixed. 

somniCAxr  aEPirBLic. 

[Vice  Consul  Juan  M.  Herrero,  Santo  Dondngo,  Aug.  6.] 
Electric  Cars  for  Santo  Domingo  City. 

The  Dominican  Congress  last  July  passed  a  resolution  approving 
the  contract  which  on  October  20,  1913,  had  been  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Government,  represented  by  its  Minister  of  Public  Works, 
and  Mr.  Horacio  H.  Vicioso,  an  attorney  of  this  city,  who  will  be 
called  hereinafter  the  company. 

The  company  is  given  tne  right  to  construct  an  electric  car  line  to 
operate  within  the  city  limits  and  outside  of  the  city  to  San  Cristo- 
bal and  Bani,  and  to  use  the  roads  and  bridges  provided  the  public 
traffic  is  not  obstructed.  The  contract  calls  for  a  track  the  minimum 
width  of  which  will  be  84  centimeters  (33  inches). 

All  materials,  tools,  and  fuel  imported  for  the  construction,  opera- 
tion, and  maintenance  of  the  enterprise  will  be  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  duty,  and  the  company  is  also  empo'ivered  to  take  from 
the  public  lands  all  materials  liKe  wood,  etc.,  necessary  for  construct- 
ing the  track,  as  well  as  to  use  the  requisite  grounds  for  building 
stations. 

The  work  must  begin  one  year  after  the  contract  has  been  approved 
by  Congress.    The  contract  will  expire  at  the  end  of  35  years,  <uid 
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may  be  transferred  to  any  person,  society,  or  corporation,  but  will 
ipso  facto  terminate  if  transferred  to  a  foreign  government. 

FHIIIP?Iir£S. 
A  Hew  K&ilroad  Projeot. 

During  the  session  which  ended  last  February  the  Philippine  Legis- 
lature passed  an  act  conferring  a  franchise  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  in  the  island  of  Xegros,  to  do  a  general  transportation  busi- 
ness, but  more  particularly  to  improve  the  facilities  for  handling  the 
sugar  output  oi  this  the  most  important  cane-growing  district  in  the 
islands ;  and  incorporation  papers  have  now  been  taken  out  for  a  com- 
pany to  undertake  the  construction  of  the  road.  The  incorporators 
are  all  Filipinos,  the  first  project  of  the  kind  in  which  this  has  been 
the  case. 

The  name  of  the  company  is  the  "Ferrocarril  Agricola  Pulupang- 
dan-Isabela  " ;  that  is,  the  Pulupangdan  &  Isabela  Agricultural  Rail- 
way Co.  The  line  is  to  run  between  these  two  places,  the  former  of 
which  is  on  the  seacoast  and  is  a  somewhat  important  point  for  ship- 
ping sugar  to  Iloilo,  while  the  latter  is  the  center  of  one  of  the  richest 
sugar-producing  districts  of  the  Province  of  Occidental  Ncgros. 
They  are  about  40  miles  apart.  The  road  is  to  pass  through  the  towns 
of  La  Carlota,  La  Rama,  Zaragoza,  La  Granja,  Danao,  and  Castel- 
lana,  all  of  which,  and  especially  La  Carlota  and  La  Granja,  are  of 
importance  for  their  sugar  product;  and  authority  has  been  secured 
to  construct  such  feeder  lines  as  may  be  necessary.  The  district  thus 
tapped  has  an  estimated  population  of  110,000,  and  it  is  computed 
that  it  should  at  present  yield  70,000  tons  of  freight  a  year,  and  prob- 
ably more  as  the  sugar  acreage  is  extended.  The  company  is  also 
authorised,  ..to  operate  boats  for  handling  sugar  shipments  from  any 
port  in  Kegros  to  IJoilo,  which,  though  not  on  the  island  of  Negros, 
IS  a  port  of  .entry  and  the  p^ter  of  the  Negros  sugar  trade. 

The  authorized  capita,l.'of  the  new  company  is  500,000  pesos 
$250,000),  divided  into  2,.50O  shares  of  200  pesos  ($100  eacli).  Of 
this  amount  20  per  cent  has  already  been  subscribed  by  the  incorpora- 
tors, and  25,000  pesos  ($12,500),  or  5  per  cent,  has  been  paid  up. 
The  head  offices  will  be  for  the  present  in  lioilo. 

SIAK. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Ilansen,  Bangkok,  July  7.] 
Siamese  Bailway  Construotion. 

The  budget  estimates  for  Siam  for  the  fiscal  twelvemonth  ending 
March  31,  1916,  allocate  $2,952,600  gold  for  further  work  on  the 
extension  of  the  Southern  Railway.  As  stated  in  a  previous  report 
(Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1908,  p.  643),  this  line 
was  originally  financed  out  of  a  loan  of  about  $20,000,000,  arranged 
with  the  British  Federated  Malay  States,  and  at  that  time  the  inten- 
tion was  to  consstruct  a  line  running  from  Petchaburi  southward 
down  the  east  coast  of  the  Siamese  portion  of  the  Malay  Peninsula, 
to  connect  with  a  British  line  on  the  eastern  Patani-Kelantan 
boundary.  Last  year,  however,  the  two  Governments  agreed  to  make 
a  further  connection  on  the  Kedah  border — a  British  Malay  State 
on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula — and  for  this  purpose  an  additional 
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loan  of  about  $4,000,000  has  been  provided  by  the  British  Federated 
Malay  States. 

For  branch  lines  on  the  Southern  Railway  $37,000  is  provided  from 
treasury  reserve  funds,  and  for  the  Northern  Railway  extension 
$1,350,500  is  set  aside  from  the  same  source  for  1915-16. 

Andienoe  Hall— Irrigation  Works. 

The  Siamese  budget  further  provides  $314,600  for  additional  ex- 
penditure in  constructing  the  new  royal  audience  hall. 

Last  year  an  irrigation  expert  was  loaned  to  Siam  by  the  British 
India  Government  to  make  investigations  for  an  irrigation  scheme 
in  Siam.  This  expert  has  now  submitted  plans  involving  an  expen- 
diture of  nearly  $9,000,000  to  be  spread  over  six  years,  but  while  the 
whole  matter  is  still  under  consideration  $555,000  has  been  set  aside 
for  collecting  materials  and  plant  and  for  organizing  the  irrigation 
staff. 

8?Aiir. 

(Consul  Oeneral  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona.] 

Hydroelectric  Development  In  Catalonia. 

Among  recent  enterprises  imdertaken  by  foreign  capital,  all  of 
which  indicate  faith  in  Spain's  present  and  future  prosperity,  is  the 
development  of  Catalonian  water  powers  for  the  benefit  of  Barcelona 
and  vicinity,  the  most  extensive  of  these  being  that  of  a  company, 
operating  with  large  capital  supplied  by  American,  English,  French, 
and  Belgian  interests.  This  company  has  acquired  concessions  along 
-  the  Nogiera  Pallaresa,  Segro,  and  Ebro  Rivers  near  their  headwaters 
in  the  Pyrenees,  where  perpetual  snow  provides  a  permanent  supply, 
of  water,  whose  flow  it  is  only  necessary  to  regulate  in  order  to  obtain 
a  constant  source  of  power.  The  rugged  nature  of  the  district  af- 
fords suitable  localities  for  the  installation  of  hydroelectric  plants 
and  on  several  of  these  plants  the  company  is  at  work.  Under  the 
direction  of  American  and  English  engiheers  plants  already  com- 

Eleted  at  Pobla,  Corbera,  and  Seros  are  generatmg  a  total  of  62,500 
orsepower.  These  engineers  are  completmg  an  installation  at  Talam, 
which,  within  a  few  months,  will  produce  50,000  horsepower.  From 
Talam  the  water,  after  having  done  its  work  on  the  turbines,  will  be 
returned  to  the  river  and  farther  on  its  course  will  be  captured  anew 
and  forced  to  turn  the  wheels  of  the  Barcelona  plant,  where  56,000 
horsepower  will  be  generated.  In  addition  to  all  the  above-mentioned 
installations  now  completed  or  under  construction,  there  is  a  project 
for  the  development  of  150,000  horsepower  on  the  Ebro  River  at 
Fayon.  One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the  whole  system  is  that 
the  same  waters  are  successively  caught  and,  after  having  been  forced 
to  perform  their  useful  labor  at  one  point,  are  released  and  passed  on 
to  the  plants  lower  down  the  stream  where  they  are  utilized  again 
and  again  without  waste, 
large  Concrete  Sam  Under  Constmotion. 

At  Talam  there  is  under  course  of  construction  and  nearly  com- 
pleted the  fourth  largest  concrete  dam  in  the  world.  It  will  be  269 
feet  above  the  bedrock  of  the  river  and  over  328  feet  from  the  low- 
est point  of  its  foundations.  This  dam  will  raise  the  level  of  the 
water  243  feet,  and  will  form  a  reservoir  with  an  area  of  2,224 
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acres,  containing  229,510,000  cubic  yards  of  water.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain the  cement  for  the  dam  it  was  found  necessary  to  build  a  cement 
mill  on  the  site,  as  this  work  is  some  60  miles  away  from  the  nearest 
railway.  The  transportation  of  the  heavy  pieces  of  machinery  for 
the  cement  mill,  the  electric  generators,  and  the  turbines — some  parts 
weighed  30  tons — was  an  enormous  task  and  necessitated  the  construe* 
tion  of  mountain  roads,  over  which  long  trains  hauled  by  steam  and 
gasoline  tractors  ply  laboriously.  The  operating  company  had  in  its 
employ  at  one  time  over  14,000  men,  for  wnom  it  was  necessary  to  pro- 
vide dwellings,  commissary,  and  transportation.  Practically  all  the 
tools  and  machinery  had  to  be  imported,  and  very  large  purchases 
were  made  in  the  United  States. 
TrBatmliiioK  of  Snergy — ^Irricatlon. 

The  electric  energy  is  generated  by  the  turbines  and  dynamos  at 
a  pressure  of  6,000  volts.  It  is  then  transformed  to  110,000  volts 
and  carried  over  steel  towers  and  heavy  copper  cable  for  a  distance 
of  130  miles  to  Barcelona  and  the  surroimduig  district,  where  it  is 
transformed  to  suitable  voltages  for  safe  distribution.  In  Barcelona 
the  company  also  possesses  a  central  generating  station  operating 
modem  steam  turbines  and  capable  of  producing  65,000  horsepower. 
This  station  is  held  as  a  reserve  against  the  event  of  interruptions  at 
the  hydraulic  plants  or  along  the  translines. 

An<yther  feature  of  the  undertaking  in  which  the  Spanish  Grovem- 
ment  is  especially  interested  and  because  of  which  it  has  afforded  the 
company  many  facilities,  is  its  project  for  irrigating  from  its  res- 
ervoirs large  sections  of  a  district  from  which  emigration  has  taken 
a  heavy  percentage  of  its  inhabitants  by  reason  of  the  hardships  which 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  has  involved.  Like  many  of  the  western 
American  districts,  this  country  becomes  fertile  the  moment  it  is 

Nature  has  not  provided  this  re- 
the  countiT  to  long  periods  of 

,  _,_._    ._  --^ brief  rainfalls,  the  water  frcnn 

which  soon  drains  off,  leaving  the  soil  parched  and  cracked  as  before. 
The  new  reservoirs  will  catdi  and  hold  both  the  sudden  downpours 
and  the  freshets  from  the  melted  snows  of  the  mountains,  as  well  as 
the  small  normal  flow  of  the  rivers,  and  will  distribute  all  this  water 
evenly  and  regularly  through  its  canals  to  the  countryside.  Many 
new  industries  are  springing  up  as  a  result  of  the  introduction, 
largely  through  American  engineering  skill,  of  the  cheap  power  pro- 
duced by  the  "  white  coal "  of  the  Pyrenees. 

BTTBEATT  OF  MIHES  FTTBIICATIOHS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines,  Washington,  during  August 
issued  the  following  new  publications,  copies  of  which  may  be  had 
free  on  application : 

Bulletin  75.  Rules  nnd  regulations  for  metal  mines;  296  pnges,  1  figure. 

Technical  Paper  83.  The  buying  and  selling  of  ores  and  metallnrglcal 
products;  43  pngea. 

Technical  I'aper  107.  Production  of  explosives  in  the  United  States  during 
fbe  calendar  year  1914,  with  notes  on  coal-mine  accidents  due  to  exploslres; 
16  pages. 

Technical  Paper  109.  Composition  of  the  natural  gas  used  In  25  dtles,  with  a 
disrusaion  of  the  properties  of  natural  g^s ;  22  pagea 

Technical  Paper  110.  Monazlte,  thorliun.  and  mesothorlum;  32  pagesi 

Miners'  Circular  18.  Notes  on  miners'  carbide  lamps;  11  pages. 
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S0T7TH  WALES  SXJPFEBS  SHOBTAGE  OF  LOAF  SUGAB. 
[Vice  Consul  William  h.  JenUns,  Swansea,  Wales,  Ang.  13.] 

Difficulty  is  experienced  by  the  Swansea  wholesale  and  retail  gro- 
cers in  obtaining  sufficiently  large  quantities  of  loaf  sugar  to  satisfy 
the  regular  demand.  Both  wholesale  and  retail  prices  are  nearly 
double  what  they  were  before  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  former  vary- 
ing from  $7.78  to  $7.90  per  hundredweight  of  112  pounds,  and  the 
latter  from  $0,085  to  $0.09  per  pound.  Before  the  war  loaf  sugar 
was  bought  at  $4.01  wholesale,  and  retailed  at  from  $0.05  to  $0.06 
per  pound.    These  wholesale  prices  are  c.  i.  f.  Swansea. 

A  local  dealer  states  that  a  Government  prohibition  results  in 
limiting  the  importation  of  this  kind  of  sugar  to  a  price  not  exceed- 
ing $7.54  a  hundredweight  for  London,  less  2^  per  cent  discount. 
A  good  market  now  awaits  the  American  exporters  who  can  profitably 
meet  these  prices.  Quotations  should  be  sent  in  Engli^  currency 
c.  i.  f.  Swansea,  London,  or  Liverpool. 

European  Supply  Cnt  Off  by  War. 

The  cause  of  the  present  shortage  is  the  cutting  off  of  the  European 
supply  by  the  war.  For  the  calendar  years  1913  and  1914  the  imports 
into  the  United  Kingdom  in  hundredweight  of  112  pounds  from 
Germany  were,  respectively,  722,227  and  444,151 ;  from  the  Nether- 
lands, 958,886  and  776,739;  Belgium,  290,006  and  149,989;  France, 
54,043  and  27,588;  Austria-Hungary,  593,917  and  483,127.  In  1912 
and  1913  there  were  no  imports  from  the  United  States,  but  in  1914 
they  reached  a  total  of  18,723  hundredweight,  valued  at  $119,165. 
The  total  imports  for  1913  were  2,619,087  hundredweight,  valued  at 
$9,335,387,  and  for  1914  were  1,916,187  hundredweight,  valued  at 
$7,082,275. 

.  There  is  a  duty  of  Is.  lOd.  ($0.4455)  per  hundred wieight  for  re- 
fined foreign  sugar  imported  for  home  consumption  in' lumps  and 
loaves,  having  a  polarization  exceeding  98°.  There  are  no  statistics 
availaple  showing  the  quantities  consumed  in  this  consular  district, 
but  they  may  be  taken  as  normal  for  a  town  of  122,000  and  a  district 
of  about  1,580,000  inhabitants. 
Possible  Karket  for  Domino  Sugar. 

Loaf  sugar  is  usually  bought  in  hundredweight  cases  (112  pounds) 
instead  of  in  barrels.  Credit  terms  are  usually  2^  per  cent  14  days  or 
60  days  net.  Cube  sugar  is  sold  exclusively  in  this  district,  yet 
domino  sugar  could  be  successfully  introduced  under  the  present 
conditions. 

[Lists  ot  wholesale  and  retail  grocers  In  the  Swansea  consular  district  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  65,225.] 


HOBE  AFBICAIT  DATE  PALMS  FOB  CALIFOBNIA. 

Date  growers  throughout  the  Coachella  Valley  of  California  have 
received  their  quota  of  the  date-palm  offshoots  recently  imported  by 
the  Date  Growers'  Association  from  the  date  gardens  of  northern 
Africa,  under  the  direction  of  Bernard  G.  Johnson,  who  has  spent  the 
past  ^ear  in  Europe  and  the  Ori^t  negotiating  for  the  offshoots  and 
bringing  them  into  the  country.  The  distribution  of  the  palms  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  Government. 
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VHITED  STATES-HOHOKOHG  T&ASE  FOS  HALF  TEAS. 

[Conaol  Ocneral  Oeorge  B.  Aadenon,  Hoackong,  July  10.] 

Trade  between  the  United  States  and  Hwigkong  during  the  first 
half  of  1915  was  not  satisfactory,  though  it  was  much  more  so  than 
that  between  Hongkong  and  any  other  country.  The  port's  trade 
as  a  whole  has  been  mtter  than  was  anticipated,  although,  as  a 
natural  result  of  the  war,  it  has  been  far  below  its  normal  volume. 

Imports  have  been  very  unsatisfactory.  Shipments  of  piece  goods 
received  have  been  far  below  normal,  and  there  has  been  slow  clear- 
ance of  goods  that  were  in  stock  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Per- 
haps, however,  it  can  be  said  that  the  season  on  the  whole  has  been 
up  to  expectations.  The  imports  of  kerosene  have  been  in  substan- 
tially the  same  volume  as  those  of  last  year,  which  were  considerably 
below  normal.  Imports  of  flour  were  curtailed  as  a  result  of  high 
prices  in  the  United  States.  In  imports  of  metals  high  prices,  and 
especially  high  freight  rates,  caused  great  restriction  in  the  trade,  but 
metals  in  considerable  volume  are  now  being  imported  from  the 
United  States.  Machinery  imports  have  been  small  and  there  is  little 
likelihood  of  any  improvement  in  the  immediate  future. 

Orders  Placed  In  TTnited  States. 

During  the  past  six  months  orders  have  been  placed  in  the  United 
States  for  machinery  of  various  kinds,  metals,  glass  and  glassware, 
food  products,  household  supplies,  chemicals,  various  industrial 
chemical  preparations,  medicines,  and  many  other  lines  of  goods, 
which  have  seldom,  if  ever  before,  been  obtained  from  the  United 
States. 

The  record  in  exports  is  disappointing,  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  being  the  chief  takers  of  all  kinds  of  produce  from  South 
Chiha.  Eijwrts  of  tin  this  year  amounted  to  17,670  slabs  of  112 
pounds  each  to  Great  Britain,  as  compared  with  only  1,800  slabs  in 
the  corresponding  period  last  year,  while  exports  of  the  metal  to 
the  Continent  of  Europe  fell  from  18,292  slabs  last  vear  to  12,600 
slabs  this  year,  much  of  the  trade  of  last  year  being  lor  the  United 
States  by  way  of  Europe.  Exports  to  the  United  States  and  Canada 
have  amounted  to  20,698  slabs,  as  compared  with  14,515  slabs  a  year 
ago,  the  increase,  however,  being  to  Canada. 

Changes  In  Exports  of  Silk. 

Exports  of  waste  silk  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to  5,074  bales,  as 
compared  with  4,604  last  year;  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  to  200 
bales,  as  compared  with  3,956  bales  in  1914 ;  and  to  the  United  States 
And  Canada  to  2,741  bales,  as  compared  with  3,112  bales  last  year. 
Exports  of  raw  silk  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  amoimted  to 
8,284  bales,  as  compared  with  2,870  bales  last  year. 

Exports  of  mats  and  matting  to  Great  Britain  in  the  first  half  of 
this  year  amounted  to  28,955  rolls,  as  compared  with  20,218  rolls 
last  year,  while  shipments  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  amounted  to 
only  10,776  rolls,  as  compared  with  56,833  rolls  last  year.  Shipments 
to  the  United  States  and  Canada  amoimted  to  43,578  rolls,  as  com- 
pared with  69,731  rolls  last  year. 

Exports  of  various  essential  oils  this  year  to  Great  Britain  amounted 
to  2,291  cases,  as  compared  with  314  cases  last  year.    To  the  Conti- 
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nent  of  Europe  shipments  were  839  cases,  as  compared  with  2,691 
cases  last  year.  Shipments  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  amounted 
to  3,302  cases,  as  compared  with  1,162  cases  last  year.  Shipments  of 
preserves,  including  ginger  and  similar  goods,  to  Great  Britain  this 
year  have  amounted  to  8,287  cases,  as  compared  with  8,171  cases  last 
year.  To  the  Continent  of  Europe  shipments  were  403  cases,  as  com- 
pared with  2,552  cases  last  year,  and  to  the  United  States  and  Canada 
1,518,  as  compared  with  3,132  cases  last  year. 

Shipments  of  General  Chinese  Xerchandise. 

Shipments  of  general  Chinese  merchandise  to  Great  Britain  this 
year  amounted  to  706  boxes,  as  compared  with  1,358  last  year.  Ship- 
ments to  the  Continent  amounted  to  54  cases,  as  compared  with  2,445 
cases  last  year,  and  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  117,901  cases, 
as  compared  with  162,702  cases  last  year.  All  the  figures  are  those 
of  the  Hongkong  General  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  are  obtained 
from  commercial  sources  only. 

Exports  to  the  United  States,  as  shown  by  the  declared  export  re- 
turns, amounted  to  a  total  value  of  $3,019,248,  as  compared  with  a 
value  of  $2,630,258  for  the  first  half  year  of  last  year.  The  increase, 
however,  is  altogether  in  exports  of  rice,  which  increased  from  a 
value  of  $714^401  last  year  to  a  value  of  $1,393,342  for  the  first  half 
of  this  year.  There  was  also  a  material  increase  in  shipments  of 
aniseed  oil.  In  nearly  all  other  important  items  there  were  decreases, 
notably  in  Chinese  wearing  apparel,  Chinese  provisions,  earthen- 
ware, and  Chinese  goods  generally,  and  in  peanuts  and  peanut  oil, 
cassia  and  cassia  oil,  sea-grass  furniture,  and  similar  goods,  and  in 
tin,  where  the  value  of  shipments  fell  from  $630,522  to  $503,161. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Exports  to  the  United  States,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the 
American  consulate,. were: 


Articles. 


AntlquBles 

Bristles 

Cbemicals 

Cotton  and  manufactures  of . . 
Earthenware  and  chinaware. , 

Explosives— fireworks 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Hair  and  manufactures  of. .. . 

Hetals 

Ho98  and  aeagrass;  ategtaaa 

furniture 

OUs:    Vegetable,    expressed 

peanut 

Aniseed  oil , 

toil 


January- 
Jane,  1914. 


*4,S2S 

1,481 

45,  OM 

11,799 

27,664 

8,806 

201,987 

16,283 

83,328 

60,262 

64,420 
41,806 
26,868 


January- 
Jane,  1916. 


15,006 
24,235 
24,579 
4,548 
30,571 
11,986 
86,976 
21,123 
32,748 

34,007 

40,183 
101,142 
16,164 


Articles. 


Paper,  and  manofaotores  of. 

Rice 

Seeds , 

Silk 

Spices:  Cassia , 

Spirits  and  wines 

Sugar 

Tea 

Tin 

Tobacco , 

Wood  and  manofoctures  of . . . 
Alt  other  articles 


January- 

June,1914. 


Jannarr- 
June,1915. 


tl«,190 

714,401 
3,368 
11,372 
69,564 
66,613 
11,525 
64,190 

630,622 
26,040 
88,408 

375,513 


2,630,268 


S25,g2e 
1,393,342 
3,403 
27,453 
46,507 
46,213 
15,378 
59,760 

£03,161 
17,021 

136,243 

311,684 


3,019,248 


XmUZATION  OF  CHEBSY  SEED. 

A  cannery  factory  at  Sodus,  N.  Y.,  has  been  experimenting  with 
cherry  pits  this  season.  The  pits  are  first  dried  and  then  crushed  in 
preparation  for  a  process  which  extracts  the  flavor  of  the  kernels. 
The  extract  obtained  is  used  to  give  flavor  to  the  canned  fruit,  the 
report  says. 
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TECHHIOAL  PBOOBESS  IH  BITSSLUT  IHinJSTSIEa. 

(Conral  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Hoaeow,  May  21.] 

Last  year  the  Journal  of  Finance,  Industry,  and  Trade  sent  out 
an  inquiry  to  Russian  manufacturers  with  regard  to  the  progress 
achieved  in  Bussian  industry  from  1908  to  1913  in  methods  of  manu~ 
facture,  new  organizations  of  labor,  the  utilization  of  power,  the 
substitution  of  hand  labor  by  mechanical  appliances  or  sub^tu- 
tion  of  one  type  of  motor  by  another,  the  speed  of  machines,  and 
the  utilization  of  by-products.  A  number  of  questions  referred  to  the 
iresults  obtained  by  the  introduction  of  technical  improvements,  the 
extent  and  cost  of  production  in  general,  and  per  workman  and 
horsepower  in  particular,  the  methoob  of  payment  of  labor,  etc.  The 
most  mteresting  answers,  however,  were  received  to  other  questions, 
such  as  (1)  What  reasons  hinder  the  introduction  of  such  improve- 
ments as  have  been  introduced  in  other  countries  or  districts?  (2) 
What  general  reasons  hinder  the  increase  of  production  and  how  can 
they  be  removed?  (3)  What  are  the  reasons  for  the  scarcity  of  skilled 
laborers  and  ^cient  foremen?  The  principal  reasons  for  the  slow 
growth  of  Bussian  industry  given  in  the  numerous  replies  were  in- 
temperance and  the  low  stfuidard  of  education. 

ImproTemeBtt  in  Woolen  Indnttry. 

Beplies  were  received  from  many  cloth  manufacturers  of  woolen 
yam,  carpet  manufacturers,  and  producers  of  woolen  plush  and  other 
goods.  The  following  were  the  most  important  improvements  from 
1908  to  1913: 

(1)  Measures  were  introduced  for  the  improved  utilization  of  fuel, 
such  as  reconstruction  of  chimneys,  substitution  of  firewood  by  coal, 
or  of  coal  by  oil,  alteration  of  steam  boilers,  with  tiie  adaptation  ox 
air  fumdoes  and  econpnuzers,  substitution  of  steam  engines  by  Diesel 
motors,  and  adaptation  of  electromotors. 

(2)  The  speed  of  machines  was  increased;  hand  looms  were  re- 
placed by  mechanical  looms,  while  in  some  factories  the  former 
mechanical  looms  were  changed  for  looms  of  higher  speed,  with 
more  than  90  strokes  per  minute.  During  the  period  under  review 
some  factories  effected  a  complete  change  in  their  equipment,  inta^ 
ducing  up-to-date  machinery,  and  appliances. 

(3)  New  methods  of  working  were  introduced:  the  hand-dyeing 
process  of  wool  and  yam  was  changed  for  the  mechanical  process; 
the  dyeing,  previously  done  in  boilers,  is  now  done  in  Obenueir  ap- 
paratus. Improved  appliances  are  being  used  for  drying  wool,  m 
which  tile  yam  is  protected  from  the  direct  influence  of  the  hot  air. 
New  carbonizing  machinery  was  introduced.  Compressors  were 
erected  to  supply  water  to  steam  boilers  and  dyeing  apparatus. 

(4)  Certam  improvements  were  made  in  the  goods  manufactured: 
Woolen  cheviot  yarn  was  given  a  luster;  cotton  yam  is  being  mer- 
cerized for  the  foundation  of  carpets  and  furniture  coverings. 

(6)  Some  concerns  extended  their  production  to  different  lines. 
Carpet  manufacturing  firms  introduced  the  manufacture  of  cottton 
and  woolen  furniture  coverings,  cloth  manufacturers  started  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  wool,  etc. 

(6)  The  total  production  increased,  as  well  as  the  amount  per 
workman  and  horsepower. 
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LaImt  ComdttlA^  ta  Wool  Zadiutry. 

The  total  number  of  workmen  at  the  factories  which  replied  to  the 
inquiry  remained  very  nearly  the  same ;  the  substituti(m  of  men  by 
women  and  minors  did  not  occur  to  any  considerable  extent.  The 
organization  of  labor  varied  a  great  deal ;  in  some  concerns  the  work- 
ing day  lasted  10  to  11^  hours  with  one  shift  of  workmen,  while  in 
others  there  were  two  shifts  at  9  or  10  hours.  Since  1908  some  fac- 
tories have  reduced  the  work  from  11  to  10  hours  per  working  day. 
In  one  factory  each  workman  works  in  two  shifts  of  4^  hours.  The 
majority  of  tactories,  however,  prefer  working  10  hours  with  on© 
^ft  of  workmen,  particularly  in  the  coloring  department,  as  this 
system  allows  a  better  utilization  of  daylight.  There  have  been  cases 
where  the  system  of  two  shifts  was  abandoned  for  one  shift. 

Payment  is  made  by  piecework  in  the  spinning,  weaving,  cleaning, 
and  drying  departments,  while  the  system  of  daily  wages  is  adopted 
in  the  other  departments.  Some  concerns  introduced  a  system  of 
premiums  in  addition  to  daily  wages.  Complaints  have  been  received 
concerning  the  impossibility  of  mtroducing  payment  by  piecework 
on  account  of  unsatisfactory  work.    , 

ZBerease  In  Prodnetioii  and  Friees. 

The  increase  of  production  ranged  fromSO  to  100 per  cent, the  increase 
of  production  per  workman  from  25  to  50  per  cent.  The  gross  prices 
during  the  qumquennial  period  rose  by  aoout  10  per  cent  or  more 
for  expensive  goods  and  by  3  to  6  per  cent  on  inferior  goods.  The 
rise  in  prices  was  caused  by  the  increase  in  price  of  raw  material, 
coal  in  the  Polish  district  having  risen  by  10  to  15  per  cent.  The 
price  of  wool  rose,  and  a  stiU  greater  increase  is  noted  in  the  price  of 
yam,  which  during  this  quinquennial  period  increased  by  20  to  80 
per  cent.  A  carpet  manufacturer  ^ves  the  following  figures  for  tiie 
prices  of  various  kinds  of  yam  in  1908  and  1913:  Woolen  yam, 
$0,427  per  pound  in  1908  and  $0.4S5  per  ^$iound  in  1913-;  flax  yam, 
$0,099  and  $0,150;  and  jute  yam,  $0,085  and  $0,151  in  the  two  years. 

Xkrlff — Reed  of  Trainliir  Behoola — ^Proposed  Iiiq>roTeneiits. 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  yam  to  a  ffl'eat  extent  depends  on  the  un- 
satisfactory rates  of  the  customs  tariff.  The  Russian  manufacturers 
do  not  find  any  advantage  in  manufacturing  yam  above  the  No.  30 
grade  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  rate  of  duty  is  the  same  on  all 
grades  up  to  No.  57.  The  development  of  the  carpet  industry  is  also 
impeded  by  the  customs  tariff,  inasmuch  as  printed  woolen  founda- 
tions for  carpets  pay  a  comparatively  lower  duty  than  undyed  wool. 
Many  manufacturers,  therefore,  import  such  foundations  and  manu- 
facture cheap  carpets,  with  which  the  superior  grade  of  carpet  can 
not  compete.  It  is  stated  that  in  general  the  duty  on  yam  is  too 
high  in  comparison  with  that  on  manufactured  goods.  All  the  corre- 
spondents make  the  statement  that  if  the  customs  rates  were  estab- 
lished with  greater  equity  the  wool  industry  in  Russia  might  be  ex- 
pected to  increase  its  production  by  30  to  50  per  cent. 

All  the  communications  received  contained  complaints  of  the  lack 
of  skilled  specialists.  Good  foremen  have  to  be  engaged  from 
abroad.  The  manufacturers  agree  as  to  the  necessity  of  establishing 
professional  schools,  particularly  weaving  and  spinning  schools. 
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The  following  measures  are  proposed  to  promote  the  development 
of  the  woolen  mdustiy  in  Russia:  (1)  A  revision  of  the  customs 
rates,  involving  the  diflFerentiation  of  the  rates  on  yam  according 
to  grades;  (2)  the  regulation  of  the  registration  of  commerciu 
firms  and  oi  transfers  of  property  to  prevent  false  bankruptcies, 
etc.;  (3)  the  establishment  of  technical  schools  and  lectures;  (4) 
the  promotion  of  sheep  farming  in  districts  possessing  suitable  ter- 
ritories, such  as  the  Provinces  of  Omsk,  Semipalatinsk,  and  Ak- 
molinsk;  (5)  general  measures  for  increasing  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  peasants;  (6)  measures  against  intemperance. 
Improvements  in  Cotton  factories — ^Increased  Production. 

The  principal  improvements  introduced  in  the  cotton  factories 
from  1908  to  1913  were  the  following :  The  establishment  of  moisten- 
ing appliances,  improvement  of  the  ventilation  of  factory  buildings, 
and  establishment  of  superheaters.  A  number  of  factories  have 
introduced  complete  modern  equipments;  some  have  introduced 
turbines.  A  large  number  of  minor  technical  improvements  is  noted 
in  the  machinery  and  technical  appliances. 

The  growth  of  production  during  the  quinquennial  period  was 
considerable.  One  cotton-spinning  concern  increased  its  production 
of  yam  from  1,369  tons  to  2,889  tons;  another  concern,  from  1,112 
tons  to  1,704  tons.  The  cotton-weaving  factories  raised  their  output 
from  6,637  tons  and  70,000  pieces  to  9,743  tons  and  140,000  pieces. 
One  large  cotton-printing  factory  increased  its  production  from 
1,946,377  to  2,716,197  pieces.  The  total  annual  production  of  cotton 
material  increased  by  50  per  cent. 

FrodnotiTlty  per  Workman  and  per  Spindle. 

The  increase  in  the  average  production  per  workman  was  con- 
siderably smaller.  The  output  of  yam  increased  from  1.2068  tons 
to  1.5516  tons  per  workman,  and  from  1.0476  to  1.8464  tons  per 
horsepower.  The  production  of  calico  grew  from  364.6  to  473.6 
pieces,  or  from  2,432.7  to  3,265.2  English  pounds  per  workman ;  that 
of  printed  cotton  goods  from  786.6  to  835.3  pieces  per  workman.  On 
the  basis  of  the  above  figures  it  appears  that  the  average  production 
per  workman  or  horsepower  did  not  increase  by  more  than  25  per 
cent. 

It  is  worthy  of  consideration  that,  according  to  the  information 
given  by  one  manufacturing  concern,  the  average  number  of  work- 
ing days  in  the  year,  which  in  1908  amounted  to  258,  reached  295^ 
in  1913,  while  the  number  of  working  hours  per  workman  during 
the  year  had  increased  from  4,397  to  5,175.  If  these  figures  applied 
to  all  manufacturing  concerns  they  would  to  a  certain  extent  accoimt 
for  the  difference  between  the  growth  of  the  total  production  and 
that  of  the  increase  of  production  per  workman  or  horsepower ;  the 
remaining  difference  must  be  referred  to  the  improvements  intro- 
duced in  the  equipment  and  the  methods  of  worlcing.  Information 
has  been  received  that  the  productivity  per  spindle  has  increased  by 
10  per  cent. 
Increase  In  Prices  of  Baw  Xaterials — ^Labor  Conditions. 

A  considerable  increase  was  noted  in  the  price  of  raw  material,' 
which  reached  20  per  cent,  while  the  rise  in  wholesale  prices  was 
jinconsiderable.   The  wholesale  price  of  yam  rose  from  $0,298  to  $0.30 
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per  pound.  The  price  of  one  bundle  of  yarn  No.  8  rose  from  $2.61 
to  $2.83.  It  is  reported  that  the  wholesale  prices  of  calico  even  suf- 
fered a  decrease,  while  the  price  of  printed  cotton  goods  increased 
by  not  more  than  2  to  4  per  cent. 

In  the  spinning  and  weaving  factories  it  is  usual  to  have  two  shifts 
of  workmen  of  9  hours  each;  in  the  coloring  department  they 
work  in  one  shift  of  9  to  10  hours.  In  the  cotton-printing  concerns 
there  is  usually  one  shift  of  workmen  employed  59  hours  per  week. 
In  most  of  the  concerns  workmen  are  employed  by  the  day  and  are 
paid  every  two  weeks,  and  some  of  the  male  laborers  have  been  re- 
placed by  women  and  minors,  but  to  no  considerable  proportion. 

All  cotton  manufacturers  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  skilled  labor. 
There  are  no  trained  foremen,  because  Russia  possesses  no  adequate 
professional  schools.  Manufacturers  are  obliged  to  employ  persons 
with  an  average  education  and  to  train  them  at  the  factories. 

The  labor  situation  is  still  worse.  It  has  been  stated  that  in  Russia 
there  exists  no  industrial  class;  there  are  only  agriculturists  who  tem- 

Eorarily  work  in  the  industrial  concerns  and  then  return  to  till  their 
md.  This  lack  of  connection  between  the  workmen  and  the  fac- 
tories hinders  technical  progress.  Russian  manufacturers  find  great 
difficulty  in  introducing  such  improvements  as  motors  with  20  per 
cent  economy  of  fuel  and  looms  with  adjustable  speed  of  spindles,  on 
accoimt  of  the  considerable  expense  involved,  the  low  educational 
standard  of  the  working  staff,  and  the  frequent  changes,  which  make 
it  almost  impossible  to  secure  a  thoroughly  trained  staff  for  any 
length  of  time. 
Fnrohaslng  Power  Unstable — ^Need  of  Extending  Cotton  Area. 

Another  reason  for  the  slow  development  of  the  Russian  textile 
industry  is  the  instability  of  the  purchasing  power  of  the,  population, 
which  depends  on  the  crop.  The  manufacturers  dispone  ,of  90  per 
cent  of  their  production  on  the  domestic  hiarlijets.         ]•    '       ,  ^ 

Another  important  circumstance  is  th^.^4i',clty  and  higt  price  of 
raw  material.  Russian  cotton  is  constaliily  rising  in  price,  inde- 
pendent of  the  world's  market.  The  quantity  of  cotton  produced 
in  Ilussia  is  far  insufficient.  It  is  necessary  to  extend  the  cotton 
plantations  in  Central  Asia  and  to  develop  the  cultivation  of  ramie 
and  hemp.  The  latter,  it  is  contended,  can  be  achieved  by  private 
enterprise  and  money.  As  to  the  prospects  of  the  cotton  industry 
ill  Russia,  it  is  stated  that  there  "  probably  will  be  progress  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  growth  of  the  population  if  the  crops  are  satisfac- 
tory." According  to  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  correspondents,  the 
development  of  the  Russian  textile  industry  progresses  in  periods. 
The  last  two  or  three  years  were  critical  periods,  but  improvement 
began  in  1914. 
Paper  Industry — ^Progress  of  Typical  Concerns. 

There  was  a  satisfactory  technical  advance  in  the  paper-manufac- 
turing industry,  particularly  in  the  equipment  with  modern  ma- 
chinery. It  is  reported  that  wood  pulp,  formerly  imported,  is  now 
being  manufactured  at  the  paper  mills.  One  of  the  large  concerns  in 
Poland  stated  that  it  made  no  profit  on  its  wood  pulp,  but  secured  the 
advantage  of  not  having  to  rub  down  the  dry  imported  wood  pulp. 

The  following  detailed  data  were  received  from  two  typical  con- 
cerns :  The  first  company  erected  a  new  gas  motor  of  200  horsepower 
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and  introduced  filters  for  sewage,  ventilators,  sprinklers,  the  manu- 
facture of  cellulose  from  straw  b^  a  method  not  previously  used  in 
Sussia,  and  some  general  technical  improvements.  Payment  by 
piecework  was  also  begun,  with  the  result  that  the  cost  price  of 
paper  decreased  while  the  quality  improved.  The  following  figures 
were  given,  comparing  the  results  of  1913  with  those  of  1908 :  Aver- 
age production  per  workman,  2.7  tons  in  1908  and  4.5  tons  in  1913; 
per  horsepower,  3  tons  in  1908  and  4.5  tons  in  1913;  value  of  total 
annual  production,  $467,710  in  1908  and  $626,109  in  1913;  number  of 
ships  per  day,  3  in  1908  and  2  in  1913.  The  economy  attained  in 
the  consumption  of  fuel  reached  $6,400.  The  price  of  the  manu- 
facured  paper  decreased  on  an  average  by  10  per  cent,  though  the 
raw  material  increased  in  price  by  50  per  cent. 

The  second  concern  erected  a  more  powerful  steam  engine  and 
improved  the  gear  of  the  paper  machinery,  increasing  the  output 
by  1,100  to  1,800  pounds  per  day.  The  following  are  the  ccanparative 
data  for  1908  and  1913:  Speed  of  the  paper  machinery  in  meters 
(1  meter=3.28  feet)  per  second,  50  meters  in  1908  and  70  meters  in 
1913;  average  production  per  day  per  workman,  9.18  tons  in  1908 
and  10.9  tons  in  1913;  per  horsepower,  9.9  tons  in  1908  and  12  tons 
in  1913;  total  annual  production,  1,698.3  tons  in  1908  and  2,018  tons 
in  1913;  value  of  total  annual  production,  $157,585  in  1908  and 
$142,007  in  1913;  consumption  or  fuel  (firewood),  valued  at  $18.22 
per  cord  in  1908  and  $26.78  in  1913,  6,780  cords  in  1908  and  7,266 
cords  in  1913. 
Conditions  Noted  in  Other  Factories — Vo  Rapid  Development  Expected. 

Other  concerns  showed  a  tendency  toward  reorganization  and  im- 
provement necessitated  by  the  enormous  increase  in  the  cost  of  raw 
material.  Firewood  increased  in  price  by  40  to  50  per  cent 
during  the  five  years.  Most  of  the  concerns  tnat  sent  replies  pointed 
out  the  scarcity  of  wood  (aspen  and  fir),  stating  that  the  supplies 
are  rapidly  decreasing  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  cultivate  timber. 
The  first  thing  to  be  done,  according  to  their  opinion,  is  to  establish 
an  export  duty  on  the  raw  material  used  for  manufacturing  paper — 
fir,  aspen,  and  rags.  The  manufacturers  are  struggling  agamst  the 
high  cost  of  raw  material  by  spending  considerable  sums  on  equip- 
ment, but  such  a  proceeding  has  its  limit.  It  has  been  found  impos- 
sible to  use  paper  machinery  of  large  sizes  and  quick  speed  because 
there  is  a  limited  demand  for  paper  of  one  kind,  a  great  variety 
being  required.  Besides,  such  machinery  required  the  vicinity  of 
large  areas  of  timber  and  skilled  laborers.  The  manufacturers  be-, 
lieve  that  in  view  of  such  unfavorable  conditions,  it  will  be  hardly 
possible  to  expect  a  considerable  development  of  the  paper  industry 
in  the  near  future. 
Unfavorable  Conditions  in  ?aper  Industry — Paper  Goods  Factories. 

The  demand  for  paper  is  constantly  growing,  but  its  manufacture 
in  Russia  is  not  increasing  because  of  the  competition  of  Finland. 
The  following  circumstances  also  are  believed  to  hinder  the  develop- 
ment of  the  industry:  Insufficient  ways  of  communication  and 
scarcity  of  water  power;  the  fact  that  machinery,  as  well  as  cloth 
and  metal  sieves  used  in  the  manufacture  of  paper,  is  imported, 
while  the  raw  material  is  exported. 
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The  manufacturers  also  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  able  •workmen. 
In  most  districts  where  paper  mills  are  situated  the  laborers  show  a 
very  low  standard  of  education  and  are  intemperate.  One  firm  writ^ 
that  only  about  15  per  cent  of  their  workmen  are  not  addicted  to 
excessive  drinking. 

Similar  replies  were  received  from  concerns  manufacturing  paper 
goods,  such  as  cardboard,  note  paper,  envelopes,  paper  spools,  and 
cigarette  cases.  A  firm  engaged  in  manufacturing  bristol  board  and 
photograph  mounts  states  that  its  production  in  1913  as  compared 
with  fliat  of  1908  increased  by  23  per  cent  per  workman  and  by  ^5 
per  cent  per  horsepower,  considerable  saving  having  been  effected  in 
fuel  consumption, and  other  expenses  in  consequence  of  the  increase 
in  production. 

All  the  manufacturers  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  establishing 
professional  schools.       , 

Printing  Industry. 

'•  The  numerous  replies  received  from  printers  furnished  evidence 
of  considerable  progress  in  this  industry.  Many  concerns  introduced 
the  latest  equipment— rapid  printing,  composmg,  and  folding  ma- 
chinery, appliances  for  stamping,  varnishing,  bronzing,  etc.  Print- 
ing is  effected  from  a  sheet  of  zinc,  instead  of  stone  j  rotating  instead 
<^f  flat  lithographic  machinery  was  introduced;  zmc  is  being  pol- 
ished by  special  machinery,  using  china  balls  for  this  purpose.  With 
the  new  patented  method  four  lithographic  machines  produce  more 
than  eight  of  the  former  type.  The  average  output  per  workman 
increased  by  15  to  50  per  cent. 

A  representative  or  one  of  the  best-organized  printing  concerns 
made  the  following  statement :  "  We  can  compete  with  foreign  coun-; 
tries  in  eve^thing  except  paper,  which  is  expensive  an(iof  ^ferior 
quality  in  Kussia.  The  protectionism  of  .the  Customs, Tp^mrtm^t 
has  caused  a  certain  inertia  on  the  part  of  ut^Q. paper  ^an^^ctwrers. 
The  duty  should  be  abolished,  at  least  pji,  the  superior  grades  of 
paper."  In  the  lithographic  business  the  expenditures  for  paper 
gmount  to  30  to  40  per  cent  of  the  total  returns. 

Oondltloni  Hiaderiag  Develt^meat — ^Heeds  of  Zndnstiy. 

"  The  most  important  factor  hindering  the  development  of  this  in- 
dustry is  stated  by  the  manufacturers  to  be  unfavorable  conditions  of 
labor.  As  there  are  no  trained  workmen,  the  printers  engage  boys 
ind  train  them  themselves.  In  a  great  number  of  cases  these  boys  do 
not  stay  to  the  end  of  their  four  years'  training,  but  leave  before  this 
term  to  be  engaged  as  foremen  by  competitors.  The  following  meas- 
ures are  considered  necessary  for  promoting  this  industry :  Establish- 
ing schools  of  graphic  art,  raising  the  standard  of  education,  granting 
credit  against  security  on  machinery,  and  regulating  the  competition 
of  Government  printing  offices,  which  have  no  taxes  to  pay. 

Paper  rose  in  price  by  5  to  10  per  cent ;  the  cost  of  labor  increased 
by  50  per  cent,  the  working  day  having  been  reduced  by  one  hour; 
the  cost  of  other  material  than  paper  increased  by  10  to  30  per  cent, 
while  the  value  of  orders  decreased  by  50  and  in  some  cases  even  100 
per  cent.  Under  ^ese  conditions  technical  progress  is  a  necessity, 
out  it  requires  money,  which  is  not  always  easy  to  obtain. 
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Flax  Industry. 

From  the  replies  of  several  concerns  in  the  Provinces  of  Vladimir 
and  Kostroma  it  appears  that  the  progress  achieved  in  the  flax  in- 
dustry is  very  unequal.  One  flax-manufacturing  concern  states  the 
impossibility  of  introducing  good  foreign  machinery  because  of  the 
high  duty.  Another  firm  has  introduced  few  improvements  in 
technical  equipment  (economizers,  superheaters,  Lancashire  boilers 
replaced  by  Babcock  and  Wilcox  boilers,  etc.).  In  only  one  case  is 
considerable  technical  progress  noted — the  introduction  of  weaving 
looms  of  the  latest  system,  Diesel  motor  of  650  horsepower,  utiliza- 
tion of  the  condensed  water,  etc.  In  all  instances  a  growth  of  pro- 
duction and  the  attainment  of  considerable  economy  in  regard  to 
fuel  and  working  power  are  shown. 

The  wholesale  prices  of  manufactured  goods  did  not  change  to 
any  considerable  extent,  although  the  price  of  raw  material  rose  by 
25'per  cent.  According  to  some  of  the  replies  received,  this  rise  in 
price  must  be  considered  temporary. 

In  all  the  flax  manufactories  work  proceeds  in  two  shifts  of  nine 
hours  each.    In  most  cases  payment  is  made  by  piecework. 

In  spite  of  the  obstacles  to  development,  which  are  about  the  same 
as  those  mentioned  in  connection  with  other  industries,  it  is  believed 
that  there  are  many  chances  for  increasing  production,  especially  as 
Kussia  takes  the  first  place  among  the  flax-fiber  producing  countries 
in  the  world. 
Lumber  Industry — ^Teohnioal  Improvements  In  Sawmills. 

The  information  received  on  the  lumber  industry  refers  partly  to 
sawmills  proper  and  partly  to  concerns  engaged  in  the  production  of 
match  straw  (thin  wooden  sticks  for  matches),  parquet  flooring, 
wooden  spools  for  the  weaving  industry,  and  wooden  nails  for  boots 
and  boot-tr*es. 

The  answers  from  sawmills  proper  contain  little  information  in 
regard  to  technical  progress,  though  all  the  replies  came  from  fairly 
well  organized  concerns.  One  firm  (in  Archangel)  is  running  a  miU 
recently  constructed  according  to  modem  requirements;  another  (in 
the  Province  of  Vologda)  owns  a  comparatively  well  equipped 
modem  mill,  where  "no  technical  improvements  are  required."  A 
third  concern  in  the  Province  of  Samara  writes  that  the  sawing 
with  thin  saws  as  practiced  abroad  is  not  adapted  here,  because 
"  the  chief  object  in  Kussia  is  to  secure  rajjid  work."  Only  one  con- 
cern in  the  Province  of  Orel  engaged  in  producing  l>eams  and 
shavings,  mentions  some  technical  improvements  introduced  since 
1908.  xhe  use  of  exhaust  steam  for  drying  shavings,  the  adapta- 
tion of  superheaters,  double  saws  with  chain  gear,  increase  of  speed 
in  the  passage  of  beams,  paying  a  premium  to  workmen  for  work 
done  above  the  average,  manufacturing  wooden  boxes  out  of  material 
formerly  used  as  fuel. 

Details  of  Progress  of  One  Firm. 

The  Orel  firm  gives  the  following  data  concerning  the  results  ob- 
tained: Total  production  per  annum,  $41,200  in  1908  and  $66,950  in 
1913;  production  per  workman  per  day  on  the  sawmill  machinery, 
1,400  inches  in  1908  and  1,575  inches  in  1913 ;  production  per  work- 
man per  day  on  the  shavings  machines,  3,611  pounds  in  1908  and 
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8^72  pounds  in  1913 ;  production  per  horsepower  per  day  on  the  saw- 
mill machinery,  226  inches  in  1908  and  263  inches  in  1913;  produc- 
tion per  horsepower  per  day  on  the  shavings  machines,  30  pounds  in 
1908  and  32  pounds  in  1913;  total  fuel  per  annum,  1,474  cords  in 
1908  and  1,286  cords  in  1913;  gross  prices  of  shavings,  $0.69  per  100 
pounds  in  1908  and  $0.72  in  1913. 

Even  if  part  of  the  increase  in  the  total  value  of  production  be 
accoimted  tor  by  the  rise  in  price  of  the  manufactured  product  there 
remains  more  than  50  per  cent  for  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
production,  of  which  10  to  12  per  cent  was  due  to  technical  improve- 
ments. 
Development  of  Concerns  KaUng  Articles  of  Wcod. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  achieved  by  wood-manufacturing 
firms,  particularly  in  equipment.  The  manufacture  of  parquet  floor- 
ing has  been  facilitated  by  the  invention  of  a  horizontal  saw  adapted 
to  planing  knives,  forming  a  four-sided  planing  machine  by  means 
of  which  the  average  production  per  workman  is  increased  by  100 
per  cent.  In  the  manufacture  of  wooden  spools  and  spindles  it  is 
shown  that  by  the  introduction  of  automatic  machinery,  electric 
power,  improved  drying  appliances,  and  the  adaptation  of  ball  bear- 
ings by  which  the  speed  of  turning  lathes  is  increased  to  6,000  to 
7,000  revolutions  per  minute,  this  industry  has  reached  a  high  degree 
of  development  in  Russia. 

One  of  the  largest  firms  states  that  its  total  production  increased 
from  $131,572  in  1908  to  $157,794  in  1913,  the  average  production 
per  wox'kman  having  increased  by  20  per  cent.  The  value  of  produc- 
tion of  another  firm  during  the  above  period  increased  from  $159,650 
to  $215,270,  the  average  production  per  workman  having  risen  from 
$463  to  $567  and  the  average  production  per  horsepower  ffom  $1,064 
to  $1,494.  .... 

Wooden  Boot  Nails  and  Boot-Trees.  ^'-.7': 

'  Equal  progress  is  noted  in  the  manufacture  of  wooden  boot  nails 
lind  boot-trees.  Improved  methods  were  introduced  in  drying  the 
wood,  sharpening  the  saws  and  knives,  and  polishing  the  boot-trees. 
Band  saws  are  now  being  osed,  and  methods  were  adopted  to  utilize 
impKerfectly  dried  material.  The  equipment  was  improved  by  intro- 
ducing mechanical  hoists  and  Grinnel's  sprinklers.  The  results  are 
sAiown  in  the  following  figures:  Average  production  per  workman, 

3.79  tons  of  nails  and  574  pairs  of  boot-trees  in  1908  and  2.99  tons  of 
Bails  and  609  pairs  of  boot-trees  in  1913;  total  production  per  an- 
num, 684  tons  of  nails  and  132,000  pairs  of  boot-trees  in  1908  and 

1.080  tons  of  nails  and  210,000  pairs  of  boot-trees  in  1913;  whole- 
sale prices  at  the  works,  $2.13  to  $2.85  per  100  pounds  of  nails  and 
$0.16  per  pair  of  boot-trees  in  1908  and  $2.44  to  $3.57  per  100  pounds 
of  nails  and  $0.16  to  $0.19  per  pair  of  boot-trees  in  1913. 

It  was  found  impossible  to  introduce  improved  machinery  for  manu- 
facturing boot-trees,  because  there  are  no  skilled  laborers  to  handle 
it.  The  machinery  for  manufacturing  nails — almost  exclusively 
American — is  difficult  to  purchase,  and  the  manufacttiring  firms  have 
to  construct  their  own  machinery.  Where  the  machinery  could  be 
secured,  the  hands  were  not  able  to  work  on  it.  The  absence  of 
skilled  labor  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  this  specialty  is  new  in 
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Bussia.    There  are  two  ways  out  of  th6  difficulty :  To  Engage  foreign 
foremen,  or  to  send  Russians  abroad  to  be  trained. 
TTiifaTorable  Conditions  in  Hatch-Straw  Industry. 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  were  noted  about  the  manufacture  of 
the  so-called  "  match  straw."  The  manufacturers  state  that  with  the 
existing  conditions  of  export  "it  is  quite  impossible  to  work."  In 
1908  the  price  of  one  cord  of  aspen  wood  (in  the  Province  of  Livonia) 
was  $4;  m  1913  it  had  risen  to  $10.40.  The  cost  of  labor  also  in- 
creased; in  1908  the  annual  earnings  of  an  average  workman 
amounted  to  $145;  in  1913,  to  $160;  while  the  productivity  did  not 
increase.  In  1908  the  output  was  16,240  cases  of  match  straw ;  in  1913, 
13,784  cases.  The  cost  of  production  of  one  case  in  1908  was  $2.48, 
while  in  1913  it  had  risen  to  $4.18.  Under  such  conditions  the  manu- 
facturers are  not  in  a  position  to  invest  money  in  improved  equip- 
ment Moreover,  the  adaptation  of  thin  band  saws  is  impossible  in 
Russia  on  account  of  their  high  price.  As  a  result  of  the  imperfect 
machinery  used  there  is  a  loss  of  25  per  cent  of  waste,  which,  instead 
of  being  used  for  the  manufactured  product,  is  utilized  for  sawdust, 
etc.  This  view  was  expressed  by  a  firm  of  considerable  standing, 
with  66  workmen,  60-horsepower  motor,  and  annual  production  of 
$60,225. 

Scarcity  and  High  Price  of  Timber. 

Among  the  conditions  that  hindered  the  development  of  the  indus- 
try it  is  found  that  the  first  place  belongs  to  the  great  increase  in 
the  price  of  raw  material  in  consequence  of  the  irrational  consump- 
tion of  timber.  This  began  some  8  or  10  years  ago,  in  connection 
with  the  exportation  of  timber  for  making  cellulose.  As  fairly 
young  trees  are  cut  for  this  purpose  and  sold  for  a  minimum  price, 
the  industry  involves  considerable  danger  to  the  forests  of  Russia. 
During  the  last  10  years, the  price  of  growing  timber  in  the  district 
of  Bria^sk  has  increased  by  150  to  200  per  cent ;  in  Livonia  the  in- 
crease was  approximately  the  same,  while  it  was  only  inconsiderably 
less  in  the  north  of  Russia. 

Wych  elm,  maple,  and  beech  also  increased  in  price  by  50  per  cent 
from  1908  to  1913.  The  red  beech  of  the  Caucasus  furnished  excel- 
lent material  for  spindles  and  spools,  but  it  can  not  be  used  because 
of  the  high  rate  of  transportation.  Consequently  the  magnificent 
beech  woods  of  the  Caucasus  are  being  exterminated  for  the  producr 
tion  of  potash  and  charcoal  (for  which  purpose  only  the  smaller 
branches  are  used),  while  the  enormous  tnmks  are  left  to  rot  without 
being  even  cut  down.  In  other  parts  of  Russia  beeches  and  elms 
are  cut  down  to  the  last  tree  on  account  of  the  high  prices  paid  for 
them. 
Heeds  of  Industry — Wage  Payments. 

The  measures  considered  necessary  for  improving  the  match> 
straw  industry  are  the  following:  Amendment  of  the  forest  laws, 
abolition  of  premium  paid  for  exports,  introduction  of  an  export 
duty  on  some  kinds  of  timber,*  lowering  the  railway  rates  for  trans* 
portation  of  Caucasian  timber,  and  revision  of  the  customs  regula- 
tions.   It  is  stated  that  this  industry  requires  common  laborers  and 

•  An  export  duty  ot  1  kopec  per  pood  or  cubic  foot  on  timber  en>orted  through  tb« 
western  frontier  was  provided  tor  by  the  law  of  Feb.  28  (Mar.  13),  1016. 
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workmen  with  superior  training  able  to  manage  improved  machin- 
ery. The  latter  are  exceedingly  scarce  and  have  to  be  trained  by 
the  manufacturers.  It  is  considered  necessary  to  introduce  meas- 
ures for  training  laborers  for  thiis  industry. 

A  new  method  of  payment  has  been  introduced  by  some  firms. 
The  workmen  are  engaged  at  a  certain  wage  per  day,  but  the  pay- 
ment is  effected  according  to  piecework,  which  means  an  average 
increase  of  25  per  cent  to  each  workman. 
ICannfaotiures  of  Cork. 

The  Russian  cork  industry  has  reached  a  high  stage  of  development. 
From  1908  to  1913  the  corK  manufacturers  introduced  improvements 
to  increase  production,  such  as  the  use  of  electric  power,  increase  in 
the  speed  of  machinery,  and  distribution  of  piecework  to  "  artels  "  of 
workmen.  A  special  machine  is  now  being  used  for  shortening  the 
cylinder-shaped  corks,  which  was  formerly  done  by  hand.  At  pres- 
ent this  department  produces  40,000  corks  per  day  instead  of  10,000, 
as  previously. 

The  total  increase  in  production,  as  well  as  the  increase  per  work- 
man and  horsepower,  was  80  to  100  per  cent.  The  principal  article 
of  manufacture  is  cork  stoppers  for  bottles,  particularly  brandy  bot- 
tles. In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  further  development  of  this  industry 
is  unlikely,  the  cork  manufacturers  state  the  necessity  of  developing 
the  demand  for  other  cork  manufactures,  such  as  linoleum.  The  use 
of  linoleum  is  making  considerable  progress  in  Russia,  where,  in  such 
districts  as  the  Caucasus  and  the  district  of  the  Don  Cossacks,  it  is 
used  even  by  the  village  population.  It  is  thought  desirable  to  reduco 
the  price  or  the  raw  material  by  lowering  the  import  duty  on  cork. 

FISH  SHOBTA&E  IH  BBITISH  ISLES.       . 

(LondOB  Timea,  Aug.  !&}  ''!>..t'; 

Fish  is  now  so  scarce  and  dear  that  th^  €rOVemment  is  fetiA^d*ring 
the  experiment  of  importing  chilled  or  ^ozen  supplies  from  New- 
foundland and  Canadian  waters.  ^ 

The  review  of  retail  food  prices  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  ttie  12 
Ihonths  ended  July  31,  just  issued  by  the  board  of  trade,  shows  that 
t^e  greatest  advance  has  been  in  the  case  of  fish.  It  amounts  on  the 
average  to  75  per  cent. 

The  branch  of  the  fish  trade  most  closely  associated  with  the  con- 
sumer which  has  been  hit  the  hardest  is  fish  frying,  or  the  small 
dealers  who  sell  fried  fish  and  chip  potatoes  in  poor  neighborhoods. 
In  the  industrial  centers  of  the  North  so  enormous  is  the  number  of 
workers  who  make  fried  fish  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  their 
daily  food  that  dealing  in  "  fish  and  chips  "  has  become  a  vast  indus- 
try. The  business  is  now  beset  with  serious  difficulties.  It  is  pri- 
marily for  the  purpose  of  relieving  it  that  the  fisheries  division  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  are  consulting  with  a  view 
to  the  import  of  fish  in  a  chilled  or  frozen  state  from  North  America. 

[As  shown  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August  26,  1915-only  half 
the  normal  quantity  of  fish  was  landed  in  England  and  Wales  dur- 
ing the  first  seven  months  of  this  year.  More  complete  statistics 
wSl  be  found  in  the  36-page  monograph,  "European  Markets  for 
Fish,"  miscellaneous  series  25,  for  sale  at  5  cents  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C] 
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FOBEIOH  TABIFFS. 

OEAKAHT. 

Conunerolal  Treaties  with  Enemy  Conntriei. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the 
German  publication,  Export,  the  official  organ  of  the  Central  As- 
sociation for  Commercial  Geography  and  the  Promotion  of  Grerman 
Interests  in  Foreign  Coimtries,  of  July  27, 1915 : 

The  commercial  treaties  between  Germany  and  the  enemy  countries  were 
Suspended  by  the  war.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  peace  there  is  to  be  undertaken 
the  gigantic  task  of  rearranging  the  commercial  and  tariff  relations  of  (Jermany 
with  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Japan,  Serbia,  etc.  The  scope  of  the  com- 
mercial relations  of  Germany  with  the  countries  with  which  she  Is  now  at  war 
will  give  an  Indication  of  the  importance  of  the  economic  Interests  at  stake. 
For  the  years  1912  and  1913  the  trade  between  Germany  and  the  enemy  coun- 
tries and  the  total  trade  were  as  follows  (In  million  marks;  mark,  |0.23S) : 


Imports  Into 
Oonnany. 


MU        1913 


Exported  from 
Germany. 


19U        I»U 


Total 

Orcat  Britain  and  colonies . . . 

Fmnce  and  colonies 

Russia  and  Finland. 

Itolyand  colonies 

Serbia  and  Montenegro 

Japan  

Belglam  and  Belgian  Kongo. 


Mlllkm 
vurki. 
10,  on 


JUOTion 
marki. 
10,770 


JUmioH 

marb. 

8,957 


vtarkt. 
10,097 


2,000 

63S 

1,SC6 

xe 
ao 

43 
197 


2,091 
flC5 

1,470 

318 

11 

47 

380 


i,6oe 

704 
783 
491 
19 
lU 
488 


1,84$ 
807 
978 
195 
20 
124 
(84 


The  trade  of  Germany  with  the  above  countries  amounts  practically  to  one- 
half  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country.  The  extent  and  variety  of  the  com- 
mercial interests  involved  preclude  the  possibility  of  combiqlng  with  the  peace 
negotiations  the  adjustment  of  the  commercial  relations  of  Germany.  It  will 
probably  be  considered  necessary  to  postpone  all  negotiations  affecting  tariffs 
and  commercial  policies  until  a  later  date  and  conclude  a  provisional  agreement 
restoring  the  treaty  relations  in  force  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

The  commercial  treaties  concluded  by  Germany  with  Russia,  Italy,  Serbia, 
Japan,  and  Montenegro  were  to  expire  at  the  end  of  1917.  In  the  ease  of  Great 
Britain  the  commercial  relations  with  Germany  were  subject  to  separate  agree- 
ments, while  In  the  case  of  France  the  most-favored-nation  provision  of  the 
Frankfort  treaty  was  in  effect. 

In  restoring,  upon  the  conclusion  of  peace^  the  commercial  relations  existing 
prior  to  the  war,  Germany  will  gain  time  to  make  adequate  preparations  for  a 
readjustment  of  her  commercial  policy,  a  task  that  will  require  a  great  amount 
of  time,  In  order  to  give  proper  consideration  to  the  numerous  problems  to  be 
considered.  It  will  be  necessary  to  determine  whether  the  most-favored-natioo 
system  Is  to  be  retained  or  whether  it  should  give  place  to  the  principle  of 
reciprocity.  The  experience  with  France  would  not  warrant  the  inclusion  of  a 
most-favored-nation  clause  in  the  future  treaties  of  peace.  In  the  case  of 
France  particularly  It  may  be  well  for  Germany  to  avoid  all  most-favored- 
nation  concessions. 

Another  Important  problem  in  connection  with  the  future  commercial  policy 
of  Germany  will  be  found  in  the  question  of  commercial  relations  with  the 
colonies,  which  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  postpone  for  some  time  after  the 
conclusion  of  peace.  It  should  also  be  pointed  out  Uiat  the  commercial  rela- 
tions of  Germany  with  foreign  countries  will  depend  In  some  very  important 
respects  on  the  economic  relations  between  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary. 
In  case  there  should  be  a  closer  commercial  and  customs  union  between  Ger^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBOB  EEPOBOrS.  1*147 

many  and  Austria-Hungary,  tbere  would  be  special  concesedons  to  be  excluded 
from  the  future,  commercial  treaties  with  foreign  countries;  or  the  two 
countries  may  act  as  a  unit  in  the  conclusion  of  commercial  treaties. 

irmON  0?  SOXTTH  APBICA. 
[Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  July  23,  1015.] 
Export  Duty  on  Ostrich  Feathers. 

The  Cape  Argus  of  July  21,  1915,  reports  that  at  a  meeting  of 
ostrich  farmers  and  ostrich-feather  buyers  held  at  Robertson,  Cape 
Province,  South  Africa,  on  July  17,  1915,  the  following  resolution 
was  imanimously  passed: 

That  the  Government  be  petitioned  to  levy  a  tax  of  not  exceeding  Is.  per 
pound  weight  on  all  ostrich  feathers  exported  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
and  therewith  establish  a  fund  from  which  £10,000  per  annum  will  be  paid  over 
to  the  Trades  Commissioner,  London,  or  any  one  those  concerned  in  the  ostrich- 
feather  industry  may  appoint,  to  advertise  and  otherwise  further  the  interesta 
of  the  said  Industry  in  Europe  and  other  countries. 

TntTrOTTAT. 

(American  Minister  B.  K.  Jelfery,  Montevideo,  July  13,  1915.] 

lacreased  Duty  on  Hats. 

The  bill  providing  for  increased  rates  of  import  duty  on  hats  (see 
Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  p.  39)  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on 
July  10  and  is  the  first  of  the  protectionist  measures  of  the  last  ad- 
ministration to  become  a  law.  Measures  providing  for  increased 
iinport  duty  on  leather  footwear  and  corsets  are  under  consideration. 
The  following  table  shows  the  new  rates  on  hats,  which  represent 
considerable  increases  over  the  rates  previously  in  force.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  specific  duties  shown  in  the  table,  there  are  also  surtaxes 
aanounting  to  9  per  cent  of  the  official  valuation,  which  is,fija^  shown 
in  the  law.  ■,..-.,  -■,■■,.•■ 

(Pe«i.  $1,034.]     I .  I.  , .. ;  -  Pesos 

'    •  .•    ,  .,  eacb. 

Stiff  hats  of  felt,  the  fnr  of  the  otter,  beaver,  rabbit,  tare,  etc. : 

Finished 1.00 

Unfinished  and  hat  bodies .> .  80 

Soft  bats  of  felt,  the  fnr  of  the  otter,  beaver,  rabbit,  hare,  etc. : 

Finished .  T5 

Unfinished  and  hat  bodies . . .55 

StiS  hats,  commonly  designated  as  derbies,  of  pure  wool  or  of  a  wool 
mixture : 

Finished .60 

Unfinished  and  hat  bodies .  40 

Soft  hats  of  woolen  or  mixed  felt : 

Finished .30 

Unfinished  and  hat  bodies .20 

Hats  of  plaited  straw,  of  fine  grades,  such  as  "  Palmier,"  "  Eotin,"  "  Ma- 
"  nila,"  Italian  straw,  and  "  Rustic  ": 

Finished .70 

Untrimmed  and  hat  bodies .40 

Straw  hats,  plaited  or  sewn,  coarse  "Rustic,"  "Canton,"  and  similar 
straws : 

Finished .40 

Untrimmed  and  hat  bodies .  30 

Common  farm  hats  of  straw,  cane,  or  shaving .  05 

NoTK. — Children's  hats,  1.  e.,  hats  up  to  No.  3,  or  measuring  63  centimeters 
(centimeter,  0.3837  inch),  are  admitted  at  a  reduction  of  30  per  cent  of  th^  rates 
q>eclfied  above. 
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GLASS,  OLASSWASE,  CHINA,  AND  MATCHES  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

I  Consul  General  AUred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  July  24.] 

There  is  a  splendid  opening  in  New  Zealand  for  glass,  glassware, 
china,  and  matches.  It  would  apparently  pay  American  manufac- 
turers to  enter  the  market  seriously,  since  now  is  an  exceptionally 
opportune  time  to  get  a  foothold.  Practically  none  of  these  wares 
are  manufactured  in  New  Zealand.  Imports  of  these  goods  amount 
to  a  handsome  sum,  though  they  are  only  a  few  items  out  of  many 
that  might  be  pushed  with  profit. 

Imports  of  plate  glass  in  1913  were  valued  at  $212,640,  of  which 
$109,180  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  $99,714 
from  Belgium,  and  only  $14  from  the  United  States.  Window-glass 
imports  amoimted  to  $269,059,  of  which  Belgium  supplied  $144,097, 
the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions  $11,910,  and  the  United  States 
none.  The  value  of  glassware  imports  was  $241,496,  $105,665  coming 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  $92,989  from  Germany, 
$28,021  from  Belgium,  and  $8,811  from  the  United  States. 

Glass  and  glassware  pays  duty  as  follows:  Glassware,  globes  and 
chimneys  for  lamps — for  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  20  per 
cent  ad  valorem;  additional  tariff  for  all  other  countries,  10  per 
cent  advalorem.  Plate  glass,  beveled  or  silvered,  mirrors  and  look- 
ing-glasses, framed  or  unframed — for  United  Kmgdom  and  posses- 
sions, 25  per  cent  ad  valorem;  additional  tariff  for  all  other  coun- 
tries, 12^  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Glass,  crown,  sheet,  and  common 
window — free.  Glass,  plate,  polished,  colored,  and  other  kinds  not 
otherwise  enimierated — free.  Glass  plates  (engraved)  for  photo- 
lithographic work — free. 

Imports  of  chinaware  in  1913  amounted  to  $262,642,  of  which  the 
United  Kingdom  and  possessions  furnished  $191,981,  Germany  $58,- 
666,  Japan  ^,825,  and  tb«  United  States  $866.  Chinaware.  pays  duty 
as  follows :  China,  porcelain,  and  parian  ware — for  United  Kingdom 
and  possessions,  20  per  cent  ad  valorem;  additional  tariff  for  all 
other  countries,  10  per  cent  ad  valorwn. 

The  €[uantity  of  matches  imported  in  1913  was  as  follows,  the  fig- 
ures being  in  gross  boxes :  Wax,  100,654,  of  which  the  United  Eling- 
dom  and  possessions  supplied  82,276  and  Belgium  18,378;  wooden, 
108,299,  or  which  86,397  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  pos- 
sessions and  19,885  from  Sweden. 

Matches  pay  duty  as  follows:  Wooden,  in  boxes  containing  not 
more  than  60  matches — for  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  $0.24 

Eer  gross  of  boxes ;  additional  tariff  for  all  other  countries,  $0.12 ;  in 
oxes  containing  over  60  and  not  more  than  100  matches — for 
United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  $0.48  per  gross  of  boxes;  addi- 
tional tariff  for  all  other  countries,  $0.24;  in  boxes  containing  more 
than  100  matches,  for  every  100  matches  or  fraction  thereof  con- 
tained in  one  box — for  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  $0.48  per 
gross  of  boxes;  additional  tariff  for  all  other  countries,  $0.24.  Wax 
"  plaid  vestas,"  in  cardboard  boxes  containing  under  100  matches — 
for  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  $0.24  per  gross  of  boxes ;  addi- 
tional tariff  for  all  other  countries,  $0.12 ;  "  pocket  vestas,"  in  tins  or 
other  boxes,  containing  under  100  matches — for  United  Kingdom 
and  possessions,  $0.32  per  gross  of  boxes;  additional  tariff  for  jjl 
other  countries,  $0.16;  wax,  other  kinds,  for  every  100  matches  or 
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fraction  thereof  contained  in  one  box — for  United  Kingdom  and 
possessions,  $0.54  per  gross  of  boxes;  additional  tariff  for  all  other 
countries,  $0.27.  Matches  of  any  material  other  than  wood  or  wax, 
a  duty  corresponding  to  the  duty  payable  on  wooden  matches. 
(Boxes  made  of  gold,  silver,  metal,  wood,  or  composition,  of  perma- 
nent value  when  empty,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  duty  payable  on  any 
matches  contained  therein,  be  charged  as  jewelry  or  fancy  goods.) 

,  [Lists  of  dealers  In  the  articles  mentioned  in  this  report  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Befer 
to  file  No.  64956.] 

Iin)irSTBIAX  CONDITIONS  IN  HOLLAND. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahln.  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Aug.  13.] 

High  Trice  of  Heat  Animals. 

The  price  of  the  best  beeves  in  the  cattle  markets  of  this  district 
now  averages  about  20  American  cents  a  pound ;  that  of  fat  swine,  in 
the  hog  markets,  about  18  cents. 

Shortage  of  Coftton,  Cotton  Waste,  and  Tarn. 

The  textile  factories  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  district  are  having 
great  difficulty  in  maintaining  operations  on  account  of  the  shortage 
of  yam.  One  of  the  largest  factories,  employing  2,000  hands,  can 
run  only  about  three  days  a  week  at  present.  The  Netherlands  For- 
eign Office  has  been  petitioned  to  assist  the^  factories  in  getting 
materials  for  them  from  England,  cotton  and  cotton  waste  being 
specifically  mentioned  as  well  as  yam. 

American  "Export"  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  "American  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  Netherlands  and 
Colonies  "  has  changed  its  name  to  the  "American  Exppet  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  Amsterdam."  The  explanation  of  thiisichange  is 
that  it  is  to  make  perfectly  clear  the  fact '4iiat  the  aim  of  the  chtim- 
ber  is  to  promote  the  interests  of  Ameri«an  exporters  to  European 
countries.  The  number  of  members  of  the  chamber  is  now  136,  of 
•whom  22  are  in  the  United  States,  4  in  other  countries,  and  the  rest 
in  the  Netherlands.  The  present  directorate  of  the  chamber  is 
showing  commendable  zeal  m  efforts  to  connect  importers  in  this 
xjonntry  with  exporters  in  the  United  States. 

Output  of  SUteh  Kubber  Companies. 

In  connection  with  the  published  statements  about  the  scarcity  of 
and  great  demand  for  rubber  it  is  interesting  to  read  the  reports  of 
Dutch  rubber  companies.  They  show  a  large  increase  of  product 
this  jrear  in  comparison  with  1914  and  other  recent  years.  The  last . 
published  report  to  date  (that  of  the  Java  Caoutchouc  Co.)  shows  a 
product  for  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year  considerably  greater 
than  that  of  the  corresponding  period  last  year  and  nearly  equal  to 
the  total  product  of  1913. 


On  August  20  Garcia  &  Maggini  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  shipped 
five  cars  of  Gravenstein  apples  from  Sebastopol,  Sonoma  Coimty,  to 
Argentina. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBITUEin:  SUFFIXES  AND  COHSTBTTCTIOV. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  gpeclflcations  can  asuallr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  lime  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malUne  lists  of  such  offlces  to  receive  notices  calUnz 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Chart  paper.  No.  260».— Sealed  proiwsals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Superiutendent,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  205  New  Jersey  Avenne  SEi, 
Washington,  D.  ('.,  until  Septeiuber  9,  1015,  for  furnishing  199  reams  of 
chart  paper.  Specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above 
office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2310. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  SupervlsinR  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  until  October  8,  1915, 
for  the  construction  (except  the  mechanical  equipment)  and  approaches 
of  an  eight-story  and  basement  stone  and  brick  faced  building;  fireproof 
construction;  composition  and  tile  roof;  also  retiiiuiug  wall  for  United 
States  appraisers'  stores  building  at  Boston,  Mass.  Separate  pro])osal8 
for  foundation  and  the  superstructure  will  receive  consideration.  Draw- 
ings and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  collector  of 
customs,  Boston,  Mass.,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Mechanical  cquiptnent.  No.  2611. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  SuiwrvlsluR  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  until  October  8,  1915, 
for  the  mechanical  equipment  (except  elevators,  liglitlng  fixtures,  pneu- 
matic-tube system,  and  sprinkler  system)  of  the  Uuited  States  appraisers' 
stores  at  Boston,  Mass.,  in  accordance  with  drawings  and  speclflcntious, 
copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Bronze  and  wood  dcsk^s.  No.  2612. — Sealed  projiosals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  1).  C, 
until  September  15,  1015,  for  bronsse  and  wood  desks  for  buildings  under 
the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in  accordance  with  drawings  and 
speciflgatlons,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Electric  elevator  plant.  No.  2613. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  8,  1915,  for  the  installation  complete  of  an  electric  elevator 
plant  In  the  United  States  appraisers'  stores  at  Boston,  Mass.,  in  accordance 
with  the  drawings  and  8i)ccificatlon,  copies  of  which  may  be  bad  at  the 
Washington  office. 

Acetylene  generators.  No.  2614. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  lighthouse  Insijector,  New  Orleans,  I^.,  until  September  10,  1915,  for 
furnishing  five  acetylene  generators.  Blank  proposals  and  imrticalars  may 
be  obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Laundry  supplies.  No.  2615. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical 
supply  depot,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  September  7,  1915,  for 
furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "  D,"  foot  of  I^gnnn  Street,  Fort 
Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  laundry  supplies,  such  as  blueing,  .canvas  man- 
gle apron,  chlorax  bleach,  mangle  blankets,  one  press  machine,  soap,  caustic 
soda,  washing  soda,  starch,  and  chamois  cloth. 

Paper,  No.  2616. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical  supply  depot. 
United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  September  d, 
1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "D,"  foot  of  I.Aguna 
Street,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  certain  q)eclfled  quantities  and 
qualities  of  paper. 

Navy  Department  supplies,  No.  2617. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  September  28,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firm's 
Interested  therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts,  giving  the  schedule  numbers  desired.  Schedule  8737,  dry  red  lead ; 
schedule  8742,  built-in  metal  fumitnre;  schedule  8763,  sheet  brass,  sheet 
copper,  flexible  copper  metallic  hose,  brass  and  copper  pipe,  and  rough  brass 
gate  valves ;  and  schedule  8764,  rubber  fire  hose  and  rubber  garden  bose. 
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Building  materiaUy  No.  2S1& — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Customhouse,  New  Orleans,  La.,  until  September  22, 
1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  cement,  sand,  and  gravel  for  work  at 
Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  Blver.  Further  informatlou  may  be  obtained 
upon  application  at  tlie  office  named  alwve. 

Telephoneg,  No.  2619. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D  C,  until  September 
20,  1915.  for  furnishing  500  camp-type  telci)hones  for  the  Signal  Coi-ps. 
Additional  information  may  be  secured  by  addressing  the  above-named 
office. 

Household  supplies.  No.  2020. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
September  10,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  dellverins  to  Warehouse  D,  Fort 
Mason,  household  supplies,  such  as  boilers,  egg  whips,  mop  wringers,  soup 
bowls,  vegetable  dishes,  etc.  Additional  information  may  be  obtained  upon 
application  at  the  above-named  office. 


GAS  FBOU  PEAT. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Uablo,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Aug.  10.] 

According  to  a  Friesland  newspaper,  the  municipal  gas  works  at 
Alda-um,  in  that  Province,  is  extracting  gas  from  peat  mixed  with 
coal.  It  is  stated  that  if  peat  alone  were  used,  the  retorts  would  be- 
come too  hot,  because  of  the  steam  created  by  the  moisture  always 
found  in  peat.  Accordingly  the  retorts  are  filled  with  two  parts  in 
weight  of  coal  to  one  part  of  peat. 

The  peat — as. well  as  the  coal — produces  about  30  cubic  meters  of 
gas  per  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds).  The  gas  produced  from  this  mix- 
ture is  declared  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

.  The  peat  is  entirely  consumed  in  the  process,  and  ther^ore  yields 
no  by-products,  as  coal  does  in  tar  and  coke.  But  the  useicf.peat  is  a 
great  saving  of  coal,  which  is  important  in  Holland  now,'  with  all 
coal,  and  particularly  gas  coal,  scarce  unle^  imported  froYn  a  great 
<fistance  at  heavy  cost.  Peat,  particularly  in  Friesland,  is  plentiful, 
apd  is  dug  in  the  vicinity  of  the  gas  worte. 


AUSTRALIAN  ZINC  CONCENTRATES  £0B  AMERICA. 

1  [Consal  Luclen  N.  Sullivan,  Newcastle,  Anstralla,  Jnly  23.1 

The  first  vessel  from  Newcastle  bound  for  an  Atlantic  port  via 
the  Panama  Canal  was  the  Tatawa,  designated  as  C  ISS,  which 
cleared  yesterday.  This  vessel,  formerly  called  the  Wotan,  was  owned 
by  the  Deutsch-Amerika  Petrol  Gesellschaft  and  operated  as  a  tank 
steamer.  After  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  it  was  interned  in 
Australian  ports  and  later  taken  over  by  the  Commonwealth  Gov- 
ernment. Its  tonnage  is  3,834  gross  and  2,408  net.  It  was  loaded 
at  Port  Pirie,  which  is  the  seaport  for  Adelaide,  South  Australia, 
with  a  full  cargo  of  zinc  concentrates  from  the  Broken  Hill  Pro- 
prietory Co.'s  mines.  The  vessel  was  three  days  in  this  port 
taking  on  bunker  coal  and  it  is  dispatched  for  Galveston,  Tex., 
via,  the  Panama  Canal.  The  zinc  concentrates  are  consigned  to 
order. 
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F0BEI6H  TRADE  OPFOBTVinnES. 

[Wbere  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bncean  or  Its  branch 

oflieea.] 

Thermometers,  No.  18196. — A  firm  In  Denmark  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  desirous  of  purchasing  American-made  tliermometers,  both 
for  use  in  the  sick  room  and  for  measuring  temperature.  The  instruments 
should  be  graded  with  the  Danish  method  of  comiHitiDg  temperature — 
namely,  the  celsius.    Reference  Is  given. 

Bailway  coaches  and  cars.  No.  18197. — Sealed  iN'oposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Department  of  Materials  and  Stores  ( £3  Jefe  del  Departamento 
de  Materiales  y  Almacenes,  Ferrocarriles  del  Estado,  Santiago,  CSiile)  un- 
til November  2, 1915,  for  the  construction  In  Chile  or  abroad  of  24.  first-clasg 
passenger  coaches  and  70  automatic  dumping  ballast  cars,  for  the  use  «f 
the  Central  Division  of  the  State  Railways  of  Chile.  Specifications,  plans, 
blue  prints,  etc.,  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices: 
(Refer  to  file  No.  64868.)  The  Bureau  has  no  further  information  relative 
to  tills  opportunity. 

Trouser  clasps.  No.  18198. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that 
A  firm  in  his  district  Is  inquiring  for  metal  clasps  for  fastening  the  waist- 
bands of  trousers.  The  firm  states  that  It  is  prepared  to  take  the  bnylng 
agency  for  iMgland.  A  sample  of  the  clasp  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau 
or  its  branch  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  64857.) 

Dry  goods,  notions,  etc.,  No.  1S199. — ^A  business  man  In  Denmark  has  Informed 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  cotton  and  woolen  yams,  underwear,  notions,  and 
dry  goods.  He  deals  with  the  wholesale  trade  in  his  country.  Reference  ia 
given.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Sausage  casings.  No.  18200. — ^A  business  man  In  Chile  has  advised  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  Is  seeking  a  market  in  the  United  States  for  sausage 
casings,  principally  sheep  casings. 

Aniline  oil.  No.  18201. — ^A  commission  merchant  in  Portugal  writes  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  is  In  the  market  for  about  5,000  kilos  of  aniline  oil 
per  month.  The  oil  should  be  packed  in  drums  or  barrels.  Cash  will  be 
paid  against  documents.  The  man  states  that  he  would  like  to  receive  tele- 
graphlQ  flffers  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  through  the  American  consulate.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  Engli^.    Bank  reference  is  given. 

Qroccriei,  No.  18202. — A  busings  man  in  Argentina  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular ofllcer  that  he  has  ^ifliablfshed  himself  as  a  commission  mercliaat,  aad 
desires  to  get  into  touch  with  American  firms  which  are  ready  to  export 
^oceries  on  a  commission  basis.    Bank  references  are  given. 

Machinery,  No.  18203. — An  American  consular  officer  in  China  writes  that  cer- 
tain Chinese  are  contemplating  the  establishment  of  a  cotton  mill  In  bis 
district  and  desire  information  relative  to  American  cotton-mill  machinery. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  ESngUsh. 

General  representation.  No.  18204. — ^A  firm  in  Chile  informs  an  American  cobm- 
lar  officer  that  it  wl*es  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  all  lines  of  merchandise.  It  does  not  specify  any  particular  line. 
It  wishes  to  sell  from  samples,  and  on  a  commission  basis  only.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English,  but  is  preferred  In  Spanish.  Reference  Is 
given. 

Textile  and  elastic  goods.  No.  18205. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Scotland 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  correspond  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  textile  and  elastic  goods  similar  to  the 
samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  64746.)    The  material  Is  to  be  used  in  making  braces,  etc. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York.  Xoom  409  XTnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  national  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020  HiberaiaBank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  at 
Commerce;  Los- Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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EZPOBTS  FSOU  LONDON  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Cablegram  from  the  American  Consulate  General,  London.] 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate 
general  at  London  for  the  United  States  during  August  was  $10,- 
704,442,  including  gold  coin  amounting  to  $1,219,241 ;  the  exports  for 
July  were  valued  at  $11,018,896.  Exports  of  rubber  during  August 
were  valued  at  $2,612,092;  July,  $3,951,423;  wool,  August,  $470,520; 
July,  $470,470;  tin,  August,  $836,043;  July,  $680,827. 


CONSULAS  TRADE  CONTEBENCES. 

Consul  General  James  L.  Rodgers,  of  Habana,  Cuba,  was  granted 
leave  of  absence  for  50  days  in  the  United  States,  dating  from  Au- 
gust 16.  His  permanent  address  while  on  leave  will  be  the  Hotel 
Wolcott,  4  West  Thirty-first  Street,  New  York  City.  Any  communi- 
cation to  him  at  that  address  will  be  forwarded  promptly,  if  he  is 
not  there  at  the  time. 

FOSHOSAN  EN6INEES  IN  TTNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Edwin  L.  Neville,  Talhoku,  Taiwan,  July  31.] 

Mr.  T.  Taknhashi,  chief  engineer  of  the  Government  General  of 
Taiwan,  will  visit  the  United  States  to  attend  the  International  En- 
gineering Congress  at  San  Francisco  in  September  and  later  to  in- 
spect engineering  works,  especially  those  of  a  public  character.  He 
states  that  he  would  be  glad  to  meet  manufacturers  of  structural 
materials. 

It  may  be  added  that  American  structural  steel  and  concrete  re- 
inforcing steel  are  well  and  favorably  known  here,  as  well  as  other 
building  materials. 

Regulations  have  been  prescribed  by  the  Secretanr  of  War  govern- 
ing the  establishment  of  fish-net  stakes  in  Chesapeake  Bay  and  tribu- 
taries. Detailed  information  concerning  the  regulations  may  be 
obtained  from  the  United  States  Engineer  offices  at  Washington, 
Baltimore,  and  Norfolk.  The  regulations  prescribe  that  fish  traps 
shall  be  lighted  with  a  fixed  white  light  on  the  outer  end,  and  a  fixed 
red  light  on  the  inner  end  where  navigation  is  possible  inside  of  them. 
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NEW  APPASATUS  DETEBHIKES  FDTEHESS  OF  CEMEHT. 

Three  years  experiments  intended  to  produce  a  means  of  de- 
termining the  exact  fineness  of  cement  have  resulted,  at  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  in  the  developing  of  an  apparatus  which  is  effective 
for  this  purpose. 

In  the  manufacture  of  Portland  cement  clay  or  shale  and  lime- 
stone are  ground  together  and  "burned"  in  rotary  kilns.  The  ce- 
ment comes  from  the  kilns  in  the  form  of  hard,  bLick,  semivitreous 
lumps,  or  "  clinker."  When  pulverized  this  clinker  becomes  a  gray- 
ish powder,  which  is  the  familiar  article  of  commerce  employed  for 
a  great  variety  of  purposes  in  practically  every  type  of  building  con- 
struction. 

It  has  long  been  known  that  ihe  fineness  to  which  the  cement  is 
ground  is  one  of  its  most  important  characteristics,  and  consequently 
specifications  require  that  75  per  cent  or  more  of  commercial  cement 
shall  pass  through  a  No.  200  sieve,  which  has  40,000  openings  per 
square  inch.  This  is  the  practical  limit  of  mechanical  sieves  in 
respect  to  fijieness. 

It  is  very  important  to  have  some  means  of  measuring  directly  the 
entire  state  of  subdivision  of  cement;  in  other  words,  to  discover 
just  what  percentage  of  the  material  is  made  up  of  particles  of 
certain  definite  sizes.  If  such  a  division  can  be  made,  it  should  be 
possible  not  only  to  compare  the  efiiciency  of  different  grinders,  but 
also  to  determine  what  degree  of  fineness  must  be  attained  before 
the  cement  becomes  "  hydraulically  active  " — ^that  is,  capable  of  com- 
bining with  water  to  form  the  binding  material  in  mortar  and  con- 
crete. 

The  apparatus  devised  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  consists  of  a 
vertical  brass  pipe,  abput  3  inches  in  diameter  and  5  feet  long,  at 
the  lower  end  of  which  is  attached  a  glass  bulb  in  which  the  cement 
to  be  tested  is  placed.  Air  at  constant  pressure  is  blown  into  the 
cement  through  a  glass  tube  or  nozzle  in  the  side  of  the  bulb,  and  as 
the  air  can  escape  only  through  the  vertical  stack  it  carries  with  it 
the  cement  dust,  which  is  caught  in  a  flannel  hood  surmounting  the 
stack.  The  air  flow  in  the  stack  is  very  uniform,  and  in  a  short  time 
all  the  dust  will  be  removed  from  the  cement,  leaving  a  granular 
residue  in  the  glass  bulb.  This  residue  is  weighed  and  the  amount  of 
dust  is  determined  by  subtracting  the  weight  of  the  residue  from  that 
of  the  original  sample  of  cement.  Different  grades  are  obtained  by 
using  different-sized  nozzles,  and  thus  a  number  of  separations  can 
be  made  in  the  very  fine  portion  of  the  cement.  With  the  aid  of  the 
microscope  the  size  of  the  largest  particles  in  any  given  separation 
can  be  readily  determined,  and  in  this  manner  the  apparatus  is  stand- 
ardized without  reference  to  the  size  of  the  nozzles  and  other  parts 
of  the  apparatus  or  the  air  pressure  used. 

It  is  f  Qxmd  that  the  cement  "  flour  " — that  is,  the  portion  of  cement 
which  contains  no  perceptible  grit  when  rubbed  between  the  fingers — 
consists  of  particles  less  than  0.0007  inch  in  diameter.  The  apparatus 
is  called  the  air  analyzer,  and  may  be  used  for  separating  and  grad- 
ing any  hard-grained  materials,  such  as  ground  quartz,  emery,  and 
other  abrasives.    The  air  analyzer  in  modified  form  is  also  capable 
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of  separating  many  other  powders,  for  example,  paint  pigments, 
plasters,  clays,  and  similar  materials. 

Copies  of  Technologic  Paper  No.  48,  the  publication  upon  this  sub- 
ject, may  be  obtained,  without  charge,  upon  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 


GBEAT  mCBEASE  IN  AMEEICAH  EXPOBTS  OF  BICE. 

The  trade  records  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1915,  give  an  important  place  to  the  exports  of  rice,  which  have  in- ' 
creased  in  a  remarkable  proportion  over  those  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  highest  record  for  the  past  six  years  had  been  held  previously  by 
the  year  ended  June  30,  1912,  the  rice  exports  up  to  that  time  hav- 
ing shown  a  healthy  growth.  There  had  been  decreases  on  two  suc- 
cessive vears  since  then,  from  26.797,535  pounds  in  1912  to  24,801,280 
pounds* in  1913  and  18,223,264  pounds  in  1914,  but  the  1915  period 
jumped  to  the  high  total  of  75,448,635,  a  development  out  of  aU  pro- 
portion to  the  normal  course  of  trade. 

This  extension  of  one  branch  of  American  commerce  has  been  aided 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  through  the  pub- 
lication of  numerous  "Trade  Opportunities  "  in  Commerce  Reports, 
its  daily  publication,  that  have  furnished  American  exporters  with 
information  regarding  specific  instances  of  demand  for  this  product. 
These  requests  for  American  rice,  or  suggestions  of  opportunitites 
for  its  sale,  have  come  from  various  foreign  countries,  including  Italy, 
Spain,  Greece,  Argentina,  and  sections  of  the  West  Indies.  More 
recently  there  has  been  a  request  from  Chile  for  samples  and 
quotations. 

These  published  "  Trade  Opportunities  "  have  provided  the  "Ameri- 
can exporters  with  needed  instructions  as  to  methods  of  shipment 
required,  terms  that  are  advantageous,  and  nature  of  correspqndence 
that  would  produce  results,  especially  in  relation  to  the  language  to 
be  employed.  The  Consular  Service  has  aided  materially  in  produc- 
ing favorable  conditions,  and  the  figures  for  the  year  aflford  an 
example  of  the  way  in  which  it  is  possible  for  American  producers  to 
meet  a  greatly  increased  demand.  In  addition  to  "  Trade  Opportuni- 
ties," Commerce  Reports  has  also  published  several  articles  dealing 
extensively  with  rice  markets  in  South  America. 

The  annual  amounts  of  exports  of  rice,  with  their  values,  for  the 
six  years  beginning  with  1910  were:  Year  ending  June  30,  1910 — 
7,049,597  pounds,  valued  at  $222,244;  1911—15.575,271  pounds,  $623,- 
572;  1912—20,797.5.35  pounds,  $851,402;  1913—24,801,280  pounds, 
$765,447;  1914— 18,223,264  pounds,  $721,046;  1915— 75,448,635  pounds, 
$3,158,335. 

CATTLE  POB  EXPOBT  IN  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consul  Chester  Donaldson,  Port  LImon,  Aug.  0.] 

For  several  years  Costa  Rica  has  been  steadily  importing  cattle 
and  even  now  the  stock  on  hand  is  insufficient  to  supply  the  consump- 
tion of  beef  and  milk  products,  but  during  the  last  six  months  .nbout 
1,500  head  have  been  exported  to  the  Canal  Zone  to  help  feed  the 
American  forces  stationed  there.  The  average  weight  of  these  1,500 
head  is  about  1,000  pounds  on  the  hoof. 
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PSOSFECTS  OF  THE  GSEEE  CTJBSANT  CBOP. 

[CoDSUl  A.  B.  Cooke,  PatTM,  Joly  22.] 

The  prospect  of  the  Greek  currant  crop,  with  the  harvest  now 
scarcely  three  weeks  off,  is  good.  Despite  rumors  of  injury  to  the 
fruit  from  bad  weather  and  disease,  substantial  reports  from  all  the 
currant-growing  Provinces  indicate  that  up  to  the  present  the  crops 
in  the  several  Provinces  are  satisfactory,  both  as  to  quantity  and 
quality. 

The  total  crop  of  1914,  including  a  small  per  cent  of  old  crop  and 
retention  warrants  carried  over  from  the  former  year,  is  now  esti- 
mated to  have  been  about  158,000  tons.  Of  this  crop  there  now  re- 
mains available  for  market  less  than  8,000  tons,  including  fruit  and 
warrants  together.  It  is  believed,  therefore,  that  the  market  will 
have  been  completely  cleared  by  the  opening  of  the  season  1915-16 
on  August  23,  1915.  Conservative  estimates  indicate  at  this  date 
(July  22)  that  the  coming  crop  will  be  slightly  larger  than  that  of 
1915.  It  is  probable  that  the  new  crop  will  somewhat  exceed  a  total 
of  160,000  tons  of  dried  fruit. 

Kovement  of  Fniit 

Movement  of  the  crop  of  1914-15  to  foreign  markets  is  shown  as 
follows : 


DesUnatbm. 


19!  4-15  to 
JttiwSO. 


1913-14  to 
Juue  30. 


Season 

1913-14 to 

end. 


DeiUmUloo. 


SesTOn 
1914-lSto 
June  30. 


1913-1410' 
JODSSO. 


Season 
1913-14  to 


United  Kingdom . . 
United  States... 
Canada  (dlnet). 

Australia. 

France  

Belgtuml..:.... 


Oromtms. 

81,984 

13,491 

1,559 

Ml. 

419 


OtoMtarw. 

73,319 

14,965 

2,180 

823 

1,299 


Oroatont. 
76,473 
17,343 
3,180 
836 
1,380 
1,739 


Holland  .. 
Qermany . 
Austria... 
SnndrlM.. 


Oroutmi. 
11,059 


8,S6S 


Oroulont. 

20,935 

9,082 

4,0U 

ITS 


OroMtont. 
23,508 
9,213 
4,509 
432 


Total. 


117,  n8 


123,699 


136,585 


To  get  net  tonnage,  deduct  aliont  10  per  cent  from  aboTtb 

Since  June  30, 1915,  and  up  to  date  there  have  been  exported  to  the 
various  foreign  markets  an  additional  gross  tonnage  of  3,045  tons. 
The  total  of  fruit  removed  permanently  from  the  market  under  the 
retention  law  amounts  up  to  date  to  some  46,000  tons  for  the  season 
1914-15. 

Current  priees. 

Following  are  the  prices  which  prevail  on  the  Patras  market  to- 
day for  the  several  grades  of  fruit,  being  an  average  of  the  quotations 
of  three  of  the  largest  shippers;  the  quotations  are  "net  Patras," 
and  do  not  include  charges  and  expenses  of  packing,  loading,  and 
freight : 

ShUltngs. 

Provincials 17/9 

Amalias 18/6 

Amallas,  fine 18/8 

Amalias,  choice 19/0 

Amalias,  choicest 20/0 

All  grades  of  Oulf  and  Vostizza  fruit  are  reported  to  be  practically  ezhaosted; 
no  quotations  mada 


SliUUngs. 

Patras 21/0 

Patras,   iine 21/4 

Patras,  choice 22/0 

Patras,   choicest 23/0 
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Uncertainty  of  Future  Quotations. 

Merchants  state  that  so  many  elements  of  uncertainty  enter  into  the 
question  of  future  prices  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  make  quotations 
in  advance.  In  addition  to  the  usual  uncertainty  as  to  what  will  be 
the  actual  amount  and  quality  of  the  crop  when  it  has  finally  been 
'harvested,  merchants  must  consider  the  further  unknown  quantities: 
.Will  the  Greek  Government  assess  retention  at  35  per  cent,  as  usual, 
or  at  50  per  cent,  as  last  year?  What  will  be  the  cost  of  ocean 
freight?  What  will  be  the  cost  of  packing?  Ocean  freight  to  New 
lYork  is  now  35  s.  and  10  per  cent  per  ton  on  currants,  with  pros- 
pect of  going  still  higher.  The  cost  of  cases  and  barrels  has  risen 
50  per  cent  over  that  of  last  year.  Bags  are  not  at  present  available 
in  any  quantities,  owing  to  exportation  from  the  United  Kingdom 
being  cut  off. 

Under  the  peculiar  conditions  of  uncertainty  prevailing  in  the  cur- 
rant market,  American  buyers  might  do  well  to  guard  against  plac- 
ing advance  orders  with  other  than  responsible  export  firms. 


HOHaZONG  WIBEIESS  TELEGRAPH  SEEVICE. 

(CoDsal  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  China,  July  12.] 

After  about  six  years  of  agitation  and  negotiation,  including 
lively  debates  in  the  Hongkong  Legislative  Coimcil  and  official  com- 
mumcations  between  various  governmental  authorities  concerned, 
the  port  of  Hongkong  finally  has  a  wireless  telegraph  service  with 
^ips  and  coast  stations  witmn  a  radius  of  500  to  700  miles  in  day- 
time and  1,300  miles  and  over  at  night  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
The  wireless  plant,  which  has  been  under  construction  for  the  past 
six  months,  under  the  supervision  of  an  expert  sent  out  from  Eng- 
land, has  been  completed  and  placed  in  regular  service  by  the  gov- 
ernment. The  service  is  in  charge  of  the  post-office  department  of 
the  colonial  government,  and  the  Hongkong  post  office  handles  the 
local  business.  Messages  are  now  received  in  the  Hongkong  post 
office.  A  charge  of  $3  local  currency,  or  about  $1.32  gold  at  present 
exchange,  is  a  minimum  for  sending  a  message,  this  charge  cover- 
ing a  10-word  radiogram.  For  each  additional  word  a  charge  of 
$0.30.  local  currency,  or  13.2  cents  gold,  is  made,  the  address  and 
signature  being  counted  in  the  message  in  each  case.  These  charges 
do  not  include  the  ship  or  receiving-station  charges. 

The  wireless  service  thus  inaugurated  is  from  a  well-equipped  sta- 
tion erected  in  a  most  substantial  manner,  described  heretofore  in 
these  reports.  The  service  above  outlined  is  independent  of  the  inili- 
tary  and  naval  wireless  station  erected  on  Stonecutters  Island  in 
Hongkong  Harbor,  which  has  been  erected  imder  the  supervision  of 
the  same  expert. 

Correction. 

The  article  on  "  Oregon  Pine  for  Japanese  Shipbuilding  "  in  Com- 
merce Keports  for  September  2, 1915,  should  have  carried  the  credit 
"  Consul  E.  Carleton  Baker,  Nagasaki,  July  20." 
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HABVESTDTO  NOTES  FROK  KAHITOBA. 

[Consnl  Oeneral  Frederick  H.  Syder,  Vlnnipec,  Ifuiltob*,  Cutada,  Aof.  ST.] 

Vrott  Does  Little  Damag^e. 

Crop  reports  made  public  to-day  by  representatives  of  the  several 
railroad  companies  here  show  that  about  70  per  cent  of  the  wheat 
crop  is  already  cut  and  fully  protected.  The  slight  frost  of  the  25th 
and  26th  has  apparently  done  very  little  damage.  Thrashing  is  wdl 
under  way  and  the  indications  are  that  the  wheat  yield  will  average 
about  27  bushels  to  the  acre. 

Vo  Soarolty  of  Labor. 

There  has  been  a  stream  of  harvesters  arriving  daily  in  this  city  from 
the  East  for  the  past  two  weeks.  As  many  as  10,000  were  handled 
in  one  day  at  the  railway  stations  in  Winnipeg  by  representatives  of 
the  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta  governments,  assisted  by 
local  railway  officials,  who  determined  the  locations  where  harvesters 
were  required.  [See  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  24,  1915.]  No 
doubt  exists  in  railway  and  government  circles  but  that  there  will  be 
plenty  of  hands  to  safely  harvest  the  enormous  crop,  no  less  than 
35,000  men  having  passed  through  this  city  to  the  wheat  fields  of  the 
Prairie  Provinces  smce  harvesting  began. 

Semand  for  Harretti&K  Xachlnery. 

Practically  every  important  American  manufacturer  of  farm  im- 

Elements  is  represented  in  this  city,  and  it  appears  some  of  them  have 
ad  difficulty  in  supplying  farmers  with  reapers  and  binders.  This 
season's  yield  has  b^n  so  unprecedented  that  there  has  been  a  rush 
for  harvesting  machinery,  and  many  of  the  farmers  have  been  pro- 
vided with  the  ready  cash  to  pay  for  their  purchases,  or  safely 
guarantee  payments  upon  the  same,  although  heretofore  such  ma- 
chines have  generally  been  sold  on  the  basis  of  three  annual  instal- 
ments. One  local  agent,  representing  probably  the  largest  dealer 
in  farm  machinery,  says  he  has  dispel  of  eveiything  in  the  line  of 
harvesting  machinery,  both  new  and  second  hand,  wat  he  had  in 
stock. 

Abundant  Supply  of  Binder  Twine. 

It  is  customary  for  farmers  to  order  thwr  supply  of  binder  twine 
early  in  the  season,  and  the  local  dealers,  not  wishing  to  carry  over 
any  of  their  stock,  usually  base  their  purchases  upon  existing  con- 
tracts. However,  one  dealer  ordered  1,500,000  pounds  additional, 
fully  confident  that  there  would  be  a  rush  for  twine  when  harvesting 
began.  This  proved  true,  for  the  farmers'  supply  ran  short,  and  it 
was  necessary  for  dealers  to  bring  in  their  extra  supplies  by  express, 
adding  greatly  to  the  cost  of  the  twine.  Up  to  the  present  the  sup- 
ply has  Deen  equal  to  the  demand.  One  western  merchant  acknowl- 
edged to  having  sold  six  car  lots  a  week  ago.  [See  also  Commerce 
Eeports  for  Aug.  31, 1915.] 


Sweden's  imports  of  raw  cotton  during  the  first  quarter  of  1915 
amounted  to  123,443,400  pounds,  against  a  total  of  16,860,000  pounds 
in  Januarv-March,  1914,  and  17,449,600  pounds  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  1913. 
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COHSITLAR  S£aT]XATIOHS  OF  LATIN  AMEBICA. 

American  exporters  who  have  attempted  to  ship  their  goods  to 
Latin  American  markets  without  the  assistance  of  a  commission 
house  or  ctistoms  broker  fully  appreciate  the  difficulties  involved  in 

Ereparing  the  shipping  documents.  The  customs  regulations  of 
latin  American  countries  are  very  detailed  as  to  the  information  to 
be  included  in  such  documents,  and  a  fine  is  provided  for  every  pos- 
sible deviation  from  the  prescribed  rules.  The  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  has  been  informed  of  numerous  instances 
where  fines  were  imposed  for  such  slight  irregularities  as  the  failure 
to  state  the  nationality  of  the  vessel  in  the  invoice,  the  use  of  ditto 
marks,  or  failure  to  use  the  exact  idiom  in  designating  the  goods  in- 
cluded in  the  shipment.  It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  some  Ameri- 
can exporters,  who  have  had  the  unpleasant  experience  of  refunding 
fines  to  their  consignees,  occasionally  become  discouraged  and  con- 
clude that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  do  business  in  Latin  America 
without  the  intervention  of  a  commission  house. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  commission  houses  and  some  of  the  more 
experienced  customs  brokers  assert  that  they  have  had  very  little 
trouble  in  making  shipments  to  Latin  American  countries,  and  while 
conceding  that  the  customs  regulations  are  somewhat  complicated, 
claim  that  fines  and  delays  can  be  avoided  if  proper  care  is  taken 
to  comply  with  such  regulations.  However  that  may  be,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  even  an  experienced  shipper  is  likely  to  become  confused 
sometimes  and  mark  his  box  with  a  brush  when  the  regulations  of 
the  country  of  destination  insist  on  the  use  of  a  stencil;  or,  in  his 
anxiety  to  protect  his  interests,  he  may  attempt  to  make  a  "to 
order  "  shipment  to  a  country  that  either  does  not  recognize  or  pro- 
hibits such  shipments. 

From  the  numerous  complaints  that  have, reached  this  Bureau  it 
was  concluded  that  American  exporters  needed  a  sort  of  guidebook 
to  help  them  in  preparing  shipping  documents  for  Latin  American 
countries,  and  a  publication  entitled  "  Consular  Kegulations  of  For- 
eign Countries  (Canada  and  Latin  America),"  Tariff  Series,  No.  24, 
has  just  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  and  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  .Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  for  10  cents  a  copy.  The  66-page  pamphlet  contains  a 
complete  description  of  the  shipping  documents  required  in  all  Latin 
American  countries  and  Canada,  gives  facsimiles  of  consular  in- 
voices used  in  such  countries,  and  points  out  such  peculiar  features 
as  may  be  overlooked  by  the  average  exporter.  The  material  has 
been  compiled  with  great  care,  the  chapter  for  each  country  having 
been  submitted  for  revision  to  the  consular  representative  of  the 
respective  country  in  the  United  States.  Some  American  banking 
institutions  and  commission  houses  have  also  been  consulted,  and  it 
is  believed  that  by  using  this  publication  the  average  exporter  will 
be  able  to  prepare  his  shipping  documents  in  correct  form  and  save 
his  customer  in  Latin  America  from  fines  and  delays  in  the  delivery 
of  his  shipment. 

Only  64,977  carats  of  diamonds  were  exported  from  British  South 
Africa  during  the  first  four  months  of  1915,  whereas  in  January- 
April,  1914,  there  were  1,524,649  carats  exported,  and  1,802,126  carats 
in  the  like  period  of  1913. 
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THE  8nrOAFOBE  RATTAH  MABXET. 

(COmmercUl  Asent  rrankUn  H.   Smitb;  with  capplemcntarir  aiaterlal  by  John  &. 

Arnold.] 

Three  American  houses  are  directly  represented  by  buyers  in  the 
Singapore  rattan  market,  while  practically  all  of  the  larger  export 
houses  in  the  Straits  Settlements  also  do  more  or  less  buying  for 
their  own  account  and  on  the  behalf  of  consumers  of  other  nations. 
The  American  houses  represented  are  those  of  Heywood  Bros.  & 
Wakefield,  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  with  branches  in  other  cities  of  the 
United  States;  American  Rattan  &  Reed  Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  and  the  Ypsilanti  Reed  Furniture  Co.,  of  Ypsi- 
lanti,  Mich.  Before  the  war  between  the  allied  nations  and  Ger- 
many the  Germans  were  heavy  buyers  of  rattans  in  the  Singapore 
market  and  were,  in  fact,  the  chief  competitors  of  the  American 
buyers. 
MaKapore  Is  World's  Chief  Karket — Sonrees  of  Prodnetioa. 

Singapore  is  unquestionably  the  principal  market  in  the  world  for 
rattans.  Between  2,000  and  3,000  tons  of  the  material  reach  the 
market  each  month.  Only  a  trifling  percentage  of  the  total  imports 
is  manufactured  in  Singapore;  suostantially  all  of  the  rattan  is 
shipped  to  other  countries. 

In  order  that  the  sources  of  rattan  production  may  be  better  un- 
derstood a  table  showing  the  imports  oi  rattan  into  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments for  the  calendar  year  1913  is  given  below.  No  figures  for  1914 
are  as  yet  available;  further,  the  figures  for  1913  better  illustrate  the 
market  situation  than  would  statistics  for  1914,  when  conditions  were 
disarranged  by  the  war  in  Europe.  (Tons=2,240  pounds;  values 
are  in  United  States  gold.) 


ImpocMd  Crom  ■ 


TO  smoATosa. 

Borneo: 

Brltlsb  North  Borneo 

Sarawak 

Hongkong 

UaUr  FenlnraU: 

Johore 

Ketan  tan. ............ 

Tringganu 

Necn  Sembilan 

Pabsng  

Per* 

Selnngor 

Oerman  New  Guinea 

Netherlands  Indies: 

Acheen 

Borneo 

Celebes 

Java 

If<duocas 


Tens. 


278.< 

2,438.1 

87.7 

S73.4 

7.6 

21S.2 

4.1 

1,280.3 

35.7 

1.8 

.2 

3.6 
13,531 

sei.8 

18. » 
72.1 


Vafau. 


831,581 

12B.678 

5,596 

27,071 

442 

7,516 

320 

4S,a<W 

2,716 

68 

17 

511 

1,459,001 

53,197 

1,671 

4,066 


Imported  from— 


TO  siNGAroKS— contlnned. 

Natonas  and  Anambas  Is- 
lands  

R  low  and  Llngga  A  rchlpelago. 

Bomatra,  east  ooast 

Sumatra,  west  ooast 

Other  Dutch  Islands 

PhiUnpine  Islands  and  Sola 
Archipelago 

Slam  (proper) 

East  ooast  o(  Biam  Penlnsola 

Total  to  Singapore 

Total  to  Fenang 

Total  to  Malacs 

Total  to  labuan 

Grand  total 


Tons. 


7.8 

280. 1 

12,206.7 

345.2 

1.9 

.S 
11.8 
68 


Vatoe. 


12,124 

674,  sn 

17,471 


4,314 


32,398.7 

1,798.4 

150.9 

119.9 


34,407.9 


2,482,794 

140,508 

9,175 

3,963 


2,616,434 


A  reference  to  the  table  shows  that  the  Singapore  imports  in  1918 
amounted  to  32,398.7  tons.  Of  this  total  13,531  tons,  or  41.76  per 
cent,  came  from  Dutch  East  Borneo;  12^05  tons,  or  87.67  per  cent, 
from  the  east  coast  of  Sumatra;  2,438  tons,  or  7.52  per  cent,  frcnn 
Sarawak  (British  North  Borneo) ;  and  1,289  tons,  or  3.97  per  cent, 
from  Pahang,  in  the  Malay  Peninsula.  From  the  four  places  men- 
tioned came  90.92  per  cent  of  all  the  rattans  entering  Singapore.  It 
yrUl  also  be  noted  by  reference  to  the  table  that  Penang,  Malacca,  and 
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Labusn,  all  three  of  which  form  part  of  the  Straits  Settlements,  also 
took  quantities  of  rattan.  The  rattan  imported  into  Labuan  came 
priacipaUy  from  Borneo,  that  into  Malacca  from  the  east  coast  of 
Smnatra,  while  that  going  into  Penang  included  576.5  tons  from 
Acheen,  764.5  tons  from  the  east  coast  of  Sumatra,  and  308.1  tons 
from  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra. 

The  average  value  of  all  rattan  imports  into  Singapore  in  1913 
was  $76.63  per  ton.  A  considerable  variation,  however,  exists  in  the 
average  value  of  the  imports  from  the  specific  countries,  and  this 
varying  value  indicates  m  itself  the  good  or  poor  qualities  of  the 
rattan  shipped.  For  instance,  the  imports  from  Sarawak  represent 
an  average  value  of  $53.19  per  ton  and  those  from  the  east  coast  of 
Sumatra  $55.26  per  ton.  On  the  other  hand,  the  low  average  of  $38.54 
is  shown  for  stock  from  Pahang  and  the  high  average  of  $107.83  for 
rattan  from  Dutch  East  Borneo.  These  are  not  merely  speculative 
values,  but  are  based  upon  the  real  value  of  the  stock  itself. 

Xethodi  of  Qatherlnff  and  Karketiitc. 

Battan  is  not  cut  or  gathered  on  any  large  scale  by  organizations 
or  individuals  in  Dutch  East  Borneo,  and  this  is  equally  true  of  the 
other  countries.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  actual  collection  is  done  in 
a  manner  that,  at  first  thought,  would  appear  exceedingly  crude. 
The  system,  however,  has  been  long  established  and  is  possibly  the 
best  that  can  be  followed  in  countries  that  are  almost  wholly  unde- 
veloped. Battan  is  cut  in  small  quantities  by  the  natives  and  is 
either  sold  to  some  Indian  in  the  neighborhood  who  plays  the  part 
of  a  money  lender  or  brought  to  some  tiny  settlement  and  ex- 
changed at  a  Chinese  outpc«t  store  for  other  goods.  Often  the 
native  coming  in  to  trade  will  bring  50  pounds  of  rattan,  some 
copra,  or  other  products  of  the  forest  or  soil.  The  Chinese  in  charge 
of  the  outpost  store  will  ship  the  material  to  the  npxt  post,  probably 
a  larger  one  and  generally  located  on  a  river,  since  transportation 
by  water  is  easier  than  through  the  jungle.  The  collection  of  rattan 
will  be  passed  on  from  one  Chinese  store  to  another,  with  the  quan- 
tity being  added  to  at  each  post,  until  by  the  time  the  mouth  of  the 
rivOT  is  reached  a  ton  or  more  will  have  been  collected.  In  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks  or  a  month,  before  the  arrival  of  a 
small  steamer,  a  few  tons  will  be  ready  for  shipment  to  Singapore. 
The  Chinese  outposts  referred  to  are  generally  backed,  if  not  actu- 
ally operated,  by  large  Chinese  houses  in  Singapore,  and  these  houses 
also  own  the  steamers  that  carry  the  cargoes. 

Rattan  usually  reaches  the  market  in  bundles  weighing  from  50 
to  100  pounds  or  more.  The  pieces  generally  are  from  10  to  20  feet 
long,  and  they  are  invariably  bent  in  the  middle  and  the  ends  tied 
together  to  facilitate  handling  and  stowing.  At  Singapore  the  bun- 
dles are  unloaded  from  the  ship  into  lighters  of  10  or  15  tons  capac- 
ity and  poled  up  the  river  opposite  the  godowns.  The  buyers  are  on 
hand ;  they  inspect  the  stock  as  well  as  they  can  while  on  the  lighters 
and  make  an  offer  for  the  material.  It  is  nere  that  the  expertness  of 
the  buyer  is  displayed.  He  must  quickly  determine  the  variety  of 
stock  and  its  quality — estimate  the  quantity  of  each  grade  the  collec- 
tion will  turn  out  and  its  approximate  value — without  being  able  to  see 
all  of  the  stock  or  even  examine  more  than  a  small  proportion  on  the 
lighter.    The  larger  buyers  usually  have  first  choice  of  all  offerings, 
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since  they  buy  in  big  lots  and  take  both  the  good  and  poor  quality, 
while  the  smaller  buyers  want  only  the  higher  grades  for  whim 
there  is  a  ready  sale  and  leave  the  Chinese  to  dispose  of  elsewhere 
the  lower  grades  or  those  difficult  to  sell. 

Sorting  and  Cleaning — Removing  the  Skin — Bleaching  and  Drying. 

After  it  is  purchased  the  rattan,  still  in  bundles,  is  taken  to  the  go- 
down  or  warehouse,  where  it  is  sorted  over  partly  for  quality  and 
partly  for  size.  From  the  bundles  as  they  are  opened  are  culled  the 
short  pieces,  the  worm-eaten  or  broken  material,  and  such  as  will 
not  justify  the  cost  of  subsequent  cleaning.  A  considerable  amount  of 
material  is  thus  rejected,  for  which  there  is  no  use,  since  it  is  merely 
rubbish. 

After  the  preliminary  sorting  in  the  godown,  the  rattan  is  again 
roughly  bundled  and  carted  outside  of  the  city  a  few  miles  to  be 
cleaned.  The  larger  concerns  operate  their  own  cleaning  plants;  a 
number  of  plants  do  work  for  other  buyers  and  exporters  on  a  con- 
tract basis.  The  bundles  are  dumped  into  a  small,  sluggish  stream 
and  left  to  soak  for  a  few  hours.  As  the  rattan  softens  each  piece 
is  laid  out  straight  in  the  water.  The  next  step  is  the  actual  cleaning, 
which  is  done  by  Chinese  seated  on  boards  in  the  stream.  They  take 
a  piece  of  cloth  in  their  left  hand,  saturate  it  with  water,  and  dab  it 
into  a  box  containing  ordinary  sand.  With  their  right  hand  they 
grasp  a  piece  of  rattan  by  one  end  and  pull  the  piece  through  the 
cloth  and  sand  held  in  the  other  hand.  The  wet,  coarse  sand  eflFec- 
tively  takes  off  the  dirt.  Several  machines  for  cleaning  rattan  have 
been  designed  and  tried,  but  not  one  of  them  proved  as  satisfactory 
nor  could  do  the  work  as  cheaply  as  by  hand. 

AVhile  still  wet  and  pliable  the  rattan  is  taken  from  the  washing 
stream  to  a  shed,  laid  flat  on  the  ground,  and  covered  with  a  mixture 
of  straw  and  earth,  so  that  it  will  not  dry  out  quickly,  as  it  would  do 
if  exposed  to  the  high  temperature  of  the  air.  Chinese,  working  in- 
dividually, take  the  pieces  of  rattan,  one  by  one,  and  with  a  dexterous 
rotary  motion  pull  the  piece  backward  and  forward,  until  its  entire 
length  has  been  gone  over,  around  the  half -rounded  edges  of  a  piece 
of  ordinary  wood  attached  firmly  to  a  post  set  in  the  groimd.  As  the 
rattan,  half  bent  around  the  piece  of  wood,  is  pulled  to  and  fro  the 
thin,  glossy  surface  covering  flies  off  like  so  much  chaff,  leaving  the 
real  fiber  of  the  rattan  exposed.  This  sltin  is  removed,  because  other- 
wise it  would  crack  and  peel  off  when  the  rattan  dried ;  moreover,  the 
skin  will  not  hold  paint  or  varnish.  One  Chinese  will  handle  ap- 
proximately a  picul  (133i  pounds)  of  rattan  a  day. 

The  rattan  cleaned  during  the  day  is  placed  at  night  in  racks  in  a 
small  building,  without  ventilation,  where  pans  of  sulphur  are 
burned.  The  gas  serves  to  bleach  the  rattan.  The  following  morn- 
ing the  rattan  is  taken  from  the  bleach  house  and  spread  loosely  upon 
racks  in  the  hot  sun.  It  remains  thus  exposed  for  about  three 
days.  For  another  two  or  three  days  it  lies  imder  cover,  imdergoing 
still  further  drying  by  the  natural  air  currents. 

When  removed  to  the  city  godown  again,  the  rattan  is  turned  over 
to  the  graders,  who  by  long  training  know  at  a  glance  what  variety, 
each  piece  is  (approximately  75  varieties  exist),  and  who  place  the 
pieces  into  one  of  four  grades.  The  grades  are  subsequently  sorted 
over  for  sizes;  each  piece  is  gauged  with  a  steel  gauge  at  the  smaller 
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end  and  falls  into  1  of  10  standard  sizes.  The  rattans  are  then 
bundled — about  100  pounds  to  the  bundle— according  to  grade  and 
size  and  the  bundles  piled  up  to  await  shipment. 

No  peeling  is  done  in  Singapore  except  for  local  purposes,  and  this 
is  done  with  knives  by  the  Chinese.    The  peeling  in  the  United  States 
is  accomplished  with  improved  machinery. 
Exports  tiom  Singapore— frinoipal  Pnrohasing  Countries. 

In  the  appended  table  the  rattan  exports  from  Singapore  are  shown 
in  detail  for  1913.  The  total  quantity  shipped  was  28,493.2  tons,  with 
a  total  value  of  $2,594,074,  or  an  average  value  of  $91.04  per  ton.  In 
addition  739.7  tons  were  dipped  from  Penang  (404.2  tons  of  which 
went  to  Hongkong)  and  75.6  tons  from  Malacca.  While  Labuan 
imported  a  small  quantity  of  rattan,  no  exports  of  the  material  are 
credited  to  that  settlement.  (Tons=2,240  pounds;  values  are  in 
United  States  gold.) 


Exported  < 


Taos.        ValiM. 


Exported  to— 


Tons.       Valos. 


rEOM  SDIQArOBS. 


TTnlttd  Kingdom 

Aden 

Bombay  and  Ualabai  coast . . 

Calcutta 

Burma ; 

Madias  and  Coromandol  coast. 

Cejion 

Hongkong 

Tobore 

Negri  Sembilan. , 

Perak 

Sebtngor 

Australia 

Kew  Zealand 

Uanritius. 

Union  o(  South  Africa 

Austria-Hungary 

Belgium 

Fiance 

Oermany 

Italy 

Metneilands 


1,«».4 

37.2 

1,068.9 

1,137.7 

10.5 

2$.S 

87. 8 

S,618.S 

3 

4.6 

4.7 

88.8 

816.1 

68.8 

13.7 

38.7 

24 

140.7 

2,147.4 

8,718.3 

283.S 

140.1 


$121,337 

7,221 

64,834 

86,005 

1,491 

1,994 

6,161 

358,838 

87 

284 

451 

7,683 

£0,412 

3,464 

721 

1,»46 

1,18» 

0,760 

1»1,S84 

042,  SW 

14,438 

11,067 


raoM  8INOAPOU— oontd. 


Russia 

Spain 

Arabia 

China 

Egypt 

French  India 

French  Ind»China 

Japan 

Acheen  (Netherlands  Indies) 
Bali  and  Lombok  (Nether. 

lands  Indies) 

Java 

Udnceas 

Sumatra,  east  coast 

Sumatra,  west  coast 

Siam 

United  States  (Atlantic  coast) 


266.3 

7.7 

11.8 

1.331.7 

347.3 

3.6 

208.6 

14.6 

1.3 

.6 

30.7 

.3 

18.1 

3.5 

60.3 

4,176.4 


$14,477 
COS 

2,422 

101,137 

14, 1» 

140 

11,978 

2,578 

221 

60 

4,90a 

41 

1,020 

833 

7.877 

581,980 


Total  from  Singapore. . .  28, 493. 2 

Total  troqi  Penang 739.2 

Total  from  Ualacca 75.6 

Grand  total 20,308.0 


2,594,074 

89,199 

3,684 


2,686,957 


More  than  45  per  cent  of  the  rattan  exports  from  Singapore  in 
1913  went  directly  to  the  United  States  and  Germamr.  The  United 
States  took  4,176.4  tons,  or  14.66  per  cent,  while  to  Germany  8,716.3 
tons  were  shipped,  or  30.95  per  cent.  During  the  same  year  5,618.8 
tons,  or  19.72  per  cent,  of  the  Singapore  shipments  went  to  Hong- 
kong, and  an  additional  1,221.7  tons,  or  4.29  per  cent,  to  China  proper. 
Of  this  total  of  6,840.5  tons  (combined  shipments  to  Hongkong  and 
China),  a  quantity  was  reshipped  to  the  United  States,  reaching 
Pacific  coast  ports.  However,  all  rattan  shipped  from  Hongkong 
or  China  ports  could  not  be  reckoned  as  stock  from  Singapore  or  the 
Straits  Settlements,  since  some  of  the  Borneo  product  goes  direct  to 
China. 

The  Singapore  rattan  shipments  in  1913  include  1,805.4  tons,  or 
6.84  per  cent,  to  the  United  Kingdom;  1,068.9  tons,  or  3.75  per  cent, 
to  Bombay  and  the  Malabar  coast;  1,137.7  tons,  or  3.99  per  cent,  to 
Calcutta;  and  2,147.4  tons,  or  7.54  per  cent,  to  France.  These  ship- 
ments, with  those  to  the  United  States,  Germany,  Hongkong,  and 
China,  aggregated  90.88  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  from  Singapore. 

The  v3ue  of  the  rattan  shipped  to  the  several  countries  varied  con- 
siderably.   The  highest  average  price  was  that  of  the  material  going 
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to  the  United  States — $139.34  per  ton.  Next  in  order  were  Ger- 
many's shipments,  averaging  $108.12  per  ton.  The  average  values 
of  the  exports  to  France  and  China  were,  respectively,  $89.38  and 
$82.78  per  ton.  The  average  vahie  of  the  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom  was  $67.21  per  ton,  to  Hongkong  $63.27  per  ton,  and  to 
Bombay  and  the  Malabar  coast  $60.37  per  ton. 

Total  imports  and  exports  of  rattan  for  the  Straits  Settlements 
during  1912  and  1913  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Yean. 

Importi, 

Exports. 

Tons. 

Vtlos. 

Tans. 

Vilue. 

1912 

at, 431. 7 
34, 417. « 

11,883,830 
2,638,434 

a8,e74.s 

3«,30S.O 

13,402,479 

1J13 

2,086,957 

A  reference  to  the  above  figures  shows  slightly  heavier  exports 
than  imports  in  1912.  This  seeming  discrepancy  is  explained  by  the 
quantity  of  stock  carried  over  from  1911.  A  similar  situation  will 
probably  be  found  when  the  1914  and  1915  figures  are  compiled,  since 
imports  were  of  about  the  same  volume  in  1914  and  the  early  part 
of  1915  as  in  former  years,  but  exports  declined  on  account  of  the 
limited  cargo  space  obtainable. 

Rattan  in  the  Straits  Settlements  is  practically  all  bought  and 
sold  on  the  basis  of  weight  per  picul  (picul=133i  pounds).  The 
currency  is  the  Straits  Settlements  dollar,  which  has  a  value  of 
$0.5677  gold.  The  factors  given  were  used  in  converting  the  figures 
in  this  report  into  tons  and  gold  dollars. 
Effect  of  War — Scarcity  of  Tonnage. 

The  war  in  Europe  has  not  materially  affected  the  rattan  market 
in  Singapore  so  far  as  the  supply  of  raw  material  is  concerned. 
Perhaps  an  increased  demand  has  come  from  England  and  other  of 
the  allied  countries  at  war  for  such  material  as  is  adapted  to  the 
making  of  shell  baskets  and  other  military  purposes.  There  has  also 
been  a  heavy  demand  for  coal-basket  material.  However,  no  ship- 
ments are  being  made  to  Germany,  and  since  there  has  been  no  de- 
crease in  the  volume  of  supply  in  Singapore  and  Germany's  usual 
30  per  cent  consumption  is  available  for  other  buyers,  it  must  be 
assumed  that  no  actual  shortage  exists. 

What  may  have  been  construed  as  a  shortage  by  consumers  in  the 
United  States  might  reasonably  be  attributed  to  a  scarcity  of  ton- 
nage. Ordinarily  plenty  of  cargo  space  is  offered  for  New  York, 
Boston,  and  other  Atlantic  coast  ports,  but  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  little  space  has  been  available.  The  scarcity  of  vessels  has 
naturally  resulted  in  higher  rates  of  freight.  For  mstance,  the  rate 
to  Boston  has  advanced  from  26s.  7d.  ($6.38)  to  80s.  ($19.20)  per  700 
pounds — a  rate  closely  approaching  $0.03  a  pound.  Eattan  is  looked 
upon  as  desirable  cargo,  since  it  is  clean  and  light  and  stows  well  on 
top  of  heavy  cargo. 

Varieties  of  Battan  Imported  into  Singapore. 

The  most  important  class  of  rattan  brought  into  Singapore  and 
reexported  to  the  United  States  in  large  quantities  is  that  known  as 
pakir  (of  which  name,  as  of  most  of  the  others  used  there,  a  variety 
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of  spellings  are  in  use) .  This  is  the  rattan  mainly  used  for  the  manu- 
facture of  chair  cane,  for  which  the  very  best  (qualities  are  required. 
It  comes  almost  entirely  from  various  localities  in  Dutch  Borneo, 
especially  the  eastern  and  southern  parts  of  the  island;  although 
certain  quantities  of  a  more  expensive  variety,  from  Palembang  in 
Sumatra,  are  applied  to  similar  purposes.  The  average  price  of  the 
pakir  rattan  in  Singapore  is  $14  (Straits  currency)  per  picul,  or 
approximately  $133.56  (United  States  currency)  per  ton.  This  latter 
figure  is  so  near  the  average  price  of  the  exports  from  Singapore  to 
the  United  States  as  g^ven  in  the  foregoing  report  ($139.34)  as  to 
indicate  pretty  conclusively  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  imports  into 
this  country,  which  of  course  are  intended  largely  for  the  manu- 
facture of  chair  cane,  are  of  the  pakir  variety. 

The  other  classes  of  rattan  imported  into  Singapore  are  therefore 
of  much  less  relative  importance  as  far  as  the  Amwican  trade  is 
concerned.  They  include  sankolerang,  which  comes  chiefly  from 
North  (British)  Borneo,  is  used  mainly  for  bindings,  and  brings 
an  average  price  in  Singapore  equivalent  to  $66.78  per  ton ;  macassar, 
from  the  district  of  that  name  m  Celebes,  which  is  used  mainly  for 
the  reed  and  brings  an  average  price  equivalent  to  $62  per  ton; 
merah,  from  various  ports,  which  is  used  mainly  for  the  manufacture 
of  baskets  and  brings  an  average  price  equivalent  to  $76.32  per 
ton;  and  batu,  also  from  various  ports,  which  is  used  mainly  for 
the  manufacture  of  hard  brooms  for  street  cleaning  and  snow 
sweeping,  and  brings  an  average  price  equivalent  to  $71.65  per  ton. 
The  numerous  other  cheaper  varieties  that  come  to  Singapore  do  not 
go  to  any  extent  to  the  United  States.  They  are  mainly  utilized  by 
the  Chinese  for  miscellaneous  manufacturing  purposes,  and  largo 
quantities  of  them  are  reexported  to  China. 

Xethodi  of  Grading. 

With  regard  to  methods  of  grading  there  is,  of  course,  no  uni- 
form practice,  each  house  having  its  own  Systran.  According  to  the 
scheme  of  classification  used  by  one  important  Singapore  firm,  which 
will  serve  as  a  topical  example,  the  principal  classes  of  rattan 
handled,  and  especially  the  pakir  intended  for  chair  cane,  are  divided 
first  into  "hard"  and  "soft,"  and  then  each  of  these  varieties  is 
separated  into  four  grades,  making  eight  principal  classes  in  all. 

[Samples  showing  (a)  all  of  the  principal  varieties  here  mentioned  in  their 
original  (unwashed)  condition;  (&)  one  or  two  of  them  i)efore  and  after  wash- 
ing, and  one  before  and  after  "loontle"  (as  the  process  of  scraping  off  the 
skin  described  above  is  locally  called) ;  and,  finally,  (c)  the  majority  of  the 
eight  grades  of  pakir  after  sorting  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be  loaned  on  request.] 


OTTAWA  STBEET  CABS  ABE  PBOVIDED  WITH  CLOCKS. 
[Consul  O.  Qaylord  Harsh,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  Ottawa,  Canada;  dated  Aug.  26.] 

The  Ottawa  Electric  Railway  Co.  has  maintained  clocks  in  its 
street  cars  for  24  years.  These  are  small  wall  clocks  manufactured 
in  Ansonia,  Conn.  The  clocks  are  regulated  twice  a  day  and  are 
sufficiently  accurate  for  ordinary  purposes.  The  Ottawa  public  find 
these  clocks  a  matter  of  no  small  convenience  and  would  now  be  very 
loath  to  have  them  discontinued.  It  is  stated  by  one  in  a  good  posi- 
tion to  know  that  Ottawa  is  one  of  a  very  few  cities,  if  not  the  only 
one  on  the  North  American  Continent,  to  enjoy  this  convenience. 
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BBITISH  COLITHBIA  APPIE-FACEINO  COHTESTS. 

[yice  Consul  Q.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Aug.  24.] 

In  order  to  encourage  the  better  pacldng  of  apples  the  British 
Columbia  Department  of  Agriculture  annually  offers  prizes  of  $15, 
$10,  and  $5  at  the  different  provincial  fairs.  The  rules  governing 
the  contests  are: 

1.  The  management  of  the  fair  to  furnish  necessary  tables,  paper,  boxes,  and 
apples  for  the  contest,  as  follows : 

(a)  One  table  for  each  competitor,  about  3i  by  4  feet  dimensions,  with 
burlap  cover,  after  the  usual  pattern. 

(&)  Three  standard  boxes  either  10  by  11  by  20  inches  Inside  (tbe  Canadian 
box)  or  lOi  by  11 J  by  18  inches  (the  American  box),  whichever  Is  most  gen- 
erally used  In  the  district.  The  boxes  should  be  of  good  material  §nd  properly 
made,  as  the  character  of  the  box  has  much  to  do  with  tbe  quality  of  tbe  pack. 

(c)  Paper.  For  each  packer  about  3  pounds  of  paper,  9  by  9  or  10  by  10 
inches  In  size,  depending  on  apples. 

(d)  Apples.  About  six  boxes  No.  1  apples,  of  one  variety,  160  per  box  and 
larger.  In  assorted  sizes,  so  as  to  provide  suitable  variety  of  pack. 

2.  Entry  fee  of  $1 ;  entries  to  close  about  one  week  before  fair.  Contestants 
to  draw  lots  for  places  and  numbers. 

3.  Apples  to  be  placed  on  the  tables  by  disinterested  persons,  aiming  to  place 
on  each  table  a  fair  average  of  the  whole  lot. 

4.  All  apples  to  be  packed  diagonally. 

5  Each  contestant  to  pack  three  boxes;  time  to  be  taken  when  contestant 
places  last  box  on  the  floor. 

6.  To  secure  perfect  or  20  points  for  speed,  the  contestant  must  pack  the 
three  boxes  within  25  minutes;  every  3  minutes  longer  will  reduce  the  scons 
two  points,  and  if  not  finished  within  60  minutes  the  contestant  wIU  be  ruled  out. 

The  contestants'  scores  are  based  on  the  following  schedule  of 
ratings :  Speed,  20 ;  uniformity  of  grade  and  pack,  15 ;  alignment,  10 ; 
bulge,  10 ;  height  at  ends,  10 ;  firmness,  20 ;  and  wrapping,  15. 


AKEBICAN  ZINC  FOB  HONaZONa. 

[Consul  Qeneral  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  China,  July  20.] 

As  an  illustration  of  the  movement  of  Far  Eastern  markets  toward 
the  United  States  for  their  supply  of  metals,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  a  Hongkong  firm  has  just  placed  an  order  in  the  United  States 
for  a  considerable  quantity  of  zinc.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
this  is  the  first  order  for  this  metal  placed  in  the  United  States  from 
Hongkong.  Considerable  quantities  of  zinc  are  used  in  Hongkong 
itself  and  in  the  trade  field  tributary  to  Hongkong  in  the  course  of 
a  year.  Heretofore  these  supplies  have  been  secured  almost  entirely 
from  Germany  and  Belgium,  though  at  times  some  of  the  metal  has 
been  secured  from  China.  Zinc  is  produced  in  Kweichow  and  Hutian 
Provinces  in  considerable  quantities,  and  is  exported  in  ordinary 
years  to  the  extent  of  about  a  thousand  tons  of  spelter  and  ten  thou- 
sand tons  of  ore,  mostly  to  Germany  and  Belgium.  On  the  other 
hand,  spelter  is  imported  into  China  to  the  value  of  about  $80,000 
($78,295  in  1913),  coming  mostly  from  Germany,  while  the  imports 
of  zinc  sheets  and  plates  into  China  were  valued  in  1913  at  $243,345, 
coming  mostly  from  Germany,  Great  Britain,  Belgium,  and  Anstria- 
Himgary.  To  these  imports,  for  the  total  coming  into  this  field, 
should  be  added,  perhaps,  $100,000  as  the  value  of  the  metal  coming 
in  this  form  into  this  field  for  local  use  and  export  other  than  to 
China. 

The  Hongkong  market  in  all  such  goods  at  the  present  time  is 
dull,  imports  being  confined  to  supplies  for  immediate  needs  only. 
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HEW  SOUTH  WALES  WOOt  TSADE. 

[CdOBol  Qeneral  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Aastralia,  July  21 ;  see  also  Coiimsboi  Bbpokts 

for  Aug.  23.] 

The  season  ended  June  30, 1915,  will  prove  historic  in  the  Austra- 
lian wool  trade.  The  outbreak  of  the  war  for  a  time  discouraged 
trading  and  developed  abnormal  conditions,  shifting  the  demand 
from  the  Continent  to  England,  the  United  States,  and  Japan.  Ger- 
many, Belgium,  France,  and  Austria  formerly  purchased  about  75 
per  cent  of  the  New  South  Wales  clip,  and  the  loss  of  these  markets 
was  a  severe  blow  to  the  wool  trade  of  this  State,  the  extent  of  which 
is  indicated  by  the  following  figures  of  Sydney's  exports  during  the 
past  two  seasons : 


Exported  to— 


1913-14      1«14-15 


Fnnee.... 
Oennany. 
Belglmn.. 


Bala. 
306,323 
231, 44> 
70,128 


Bate: 
18,507 
4,987 
409 


In  1914—15,  39,618  bales  were  shipped  to  Italy,  being  an  increase 
of  26,000  bales  over  the  shipments  in  1913-14. 
Xarger  Shipments  to  Engrland,  Vnlted  States,  and  Japan. 

Sydney's  increased  shipments  to  England,  the  United  States,  and 
Japan,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  greatly  stimulated  the 
market : 


Exported  t(^- 

1913-14 

1914-15 

ICngliLiirl                     ,.    ,,, 

Bala. 

184,468 
36,380 
23,793 

Bole*. 
510,489 
109,589 

VnTted  Stfttes 

Japan  

68,192 

While  the  cargoes  to  England,  Japan,  and  the  "United  States  made 
an  aggregate  gain  of  453,642  bales  as  compared  with  1913-14,  the 
decrease  in  the  purchases  by  the  Continental  countries  amounted  to 
584,955  bales.  Shipments  to  the  United  States  would  doubtless  have 
been  much  larger  had  it  not  been  for  the  embargo  and  other  diffi- 
culties attending  exportation. 

TalUnir  Off  In  ITnmber  of  Sheep — Outlook. 

The  severe  drought  has  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  sheep.  At 
the  Sheepbreeders  Association's  annual  meeting  the  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed that  there  may  not  now  be  over  26,500,000  sheep  in  New 
South  Wales,  but  conservative  estimates  place  the  present  number  at 
30,000,000.  In  1914  there  were  36,423,000  in  New  South  Wales, 
22,977,990  in  Queensland,  12,051,680  in  Victoria,  4,208,460  in  South 
Australia,  4,418,400  in  Western  Australia,  1,745,350  in  Tasmania, 
and  67,100  in  the  Northern  Territory,  a  total  of  81,891,980. 

While  the  drought  has  been  generally  broken  by  substantial  rains, 
yet  the  production  of  wool  in  1915-16  will  fall  considerably  short. 
The  percentage  of  Merino  wool  during  1914-15  was  83.82  per  cent 
and  crossbred  16.18  per  cent.  Careful  estimates  place  the  amount  of 
the  clip  at  972,000  bales,  value  $59,127,975,  and  for  1913-14  at  976,000 
bales,  value  $63,270,014. 
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FOBEIGN  lEAOE  OPFOBTUNITIES. 


.'Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  Its  bntnck  ofllcea.  Seqaest 
for  each  opportunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbc  file  namber  given. 

Borax,  superphoitphatcs,  etc..  No.  18206. — The  commercial  agent  of  the  Bnrean 
in  San  Francisco  reports  that  a  New  Zealand  official  has  given  him  the 
name  and  address  of  a  firm  In  New  Zealand  which  desires  to  receive  c.  L  f. 
quotations  on  powdered  borax  in  cases  or  barrels  of  100  to  112  pounds, 
superphosphates,  coarse  and  fine  salt,  and  dried  fruit. 

Dishwashers,  bath  sprays,  novelties,  etc.,  No.  18207. — A  business  man  in  the 
United  States  Informs  the  bureau  that  he  Is  desirous  of  purchasing  certain 
novelties  for  exportation  to  the  Netherlands.  He  is  particularly  desirous 
of  communicating  with  the  manufacturers  of  "  The  Brumo  Dishwasher," 
"KuloBT  Bath  Spray,"  "Gravity  Mouse  Trap,"  "The  Perfect  Noodle  Cut- 
ter," and  "  The  Handy  Folding  Egg  Boiler." 

Qold  foil  and  paper.  No.  18208. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  trans- 
mits the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  who  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  gold  foil  and  paper. 

Safety-razor  blades.  No.  1820&. — ^A  business  man  in  Braeil  has  aslced  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  to  obtain  prices,  etc.,  on  safety-razor  blades  in  lots  of 
10,000,  25,000,  and  50,000.  A  sample  of  the  blade  desired  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  64703.)  The 
finished  sample  may  be  thinner  than  the  sample.  It  should  be  stamped 
with  any  design  showing  the  initials  "  B.  B."  The  blades  should  be  shipped 
in  bulk  and  not  in  individual  containers,  and  so  packed  as  to  prevent  rust- 
ing. Communications  should  be  in  Portuguese  or  French.  Samples  should 
be  supplied.    Cash  will  be  paid  for  purchases. 

Ualt,  No.  18210. — The  management  of  a  brewing  company  in  Greece  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
exporters  of  first-class  malt.  A  sample  showing  the  grade  desired  may  t>e 
examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  64700.) 
The  firm  desires  to  place  orders  of  from  30  to  GO  tons  at  a  time.  Quota- 
tions are  desired  c.  i.  f.  destination.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Barttitarc,  No.  18211. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  has  transmitted 
the  names  and  addreBses  of  a  number  of  business  men  in  -Us  district  who 
•flestre  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware. 

Cigarette  paper.  No.  18212. — A  business  man  In  Honduras  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  Is  In  the  market  for  about  100  reams  of  cigarette 
paper.  The  paper  should  be  In  reams  of  about  500  sheets,  size  about  20 
inches  by  20  inches.  Quotations  should  be  made  f.  o.  b.  New  Orleans  or 
New  York.  The  quality,  weight,  and  grain  should  be  similar  to  the  sample 
which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to 
File  No.  64701.)  Samples  and  prices  are  also  desired  by  the  American 
consular  officer. 

Rubber  disks,  No.  1S213. — A  brewing  firm  in  Greece  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  It  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  rubber  disks  for  beer  bottle  stoppers  similar  to  the  sample,  which  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No. 
64098.)  The  firm  wishes  to  purchase  100  to  200  pounds  of  the  disks  at  a 
time.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination  or  f.  o.  b.  New  Xork, 
preferably  the  former.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Hat  material.  No.  18214. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Ftance  reports  that 
a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  materials  for  making  hats. 

Earthenware,  carriages,  haberdashery,  etc..  No.  18215. — A  manufacturer's  agent 
In  an  insular  possession  informs  an  American  consular  officer  tliat  he 
wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exjMrters  of 
earthenware,  carriages,  glassware,  haberdashery,  and  furniture.  He  states 
that  he  will  pay  by  sight  draft  against  shipping  documents  or  place  orders 
through  a  New  York  commission  house  for  confirmation  shipment  and  pay- 
ment   Reference  is  given. 
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BXrSSIAN  BOND  ISSUES. 

[CoDsnl  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Uoscow,  July  8.] 

Becent  Bussian  5  per  cent  bond  issues  for  short  terms  have  been 
as  follows:  April  9,  400,000,000  rubles  ($206,000,000  at  the  normal 
exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble) ;  July  1,  two  issues  of  500,000,000 
rubles  ($257,500,000)  each.  Besides  these  obligations  in  Kussia,  the 
following  obligations  have  been  issued  on  foreign  markets :  April  29, 
200,000,000  rubles  ($103,000,000) ;  June  23,  £50,000,000  ($243,325,- 
000).  Besides  the  obligations  of  the  Russian  Exchequer  issued  on 
foreign  markets,  the  Minister  of  Finance  was  authorized  by  Imperial 
decree  of  March  26,  1915,  to  effect  a  credit  operation  in  France  for 
625,000,000  francs  ($121,000,000). 

[Previous  Russian  bond  Issues  were  listed  in  Commerce  Repobts  for  May  25, 
1915.] 

BomrriEs  on  outs  befined  in  canaba. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Aug.  20.] 

An  interesting  development  in  the  metal  industry  as  a  result  of 
the  war  is  the  announcement  that  refining  plants  for  treating  copper 
and  zinc  will  be  established  at  different  points  in  Canada.  The 
Dominion  Government  has  passed  an  order-in-council  providing  for 
bounties  on  refined  zinc  produced  in  Canada  from  Canadian  ores. 
The  bounties,  however,  are  tentative  and  will  not  go  into  effect  unless 
the  war  is  ended  before  July  31, 1917.  It  is  claimed  that  the  reason 
for  this  is  that  the  zinc  refiners  are  willing  to  put  in  the  necessary 
plant  and  equipment  only  on  a  guaranty  that  the  orders  from  the 
Shell  Committee  will  be  ample  to  defray  the  cost  of  installing  the 
plants  and  allow  a  reasonable  profit.  In  the  event  of  the  war  coming 
to  a  speedy  close  the  bounty  will  be  payable  up  to  the  end  of  July, 
1917.  The  total  amount  of  the  bounties  in  any  case  shall  not  exceed 
$100,000. 

The  order-in-council  provides  for  bounties  on  a  sliding  scale  not 
exceeding  2  cents  per  pound  for  refined  zinc  containing  not  more 
than  2  per  cent  of  impurities.  The  bounties,  however,  will  not  be 
payable  unless  the  standard  price  of  zinc  in  London,  England,  falls 
below  £33  ($160.59)  per  ton. 
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GUATAaUIL  HAHEET  CONDITIONS  IN  JTJLT. 

[CoDsol  Oeneral  Frederic  W.  OodlnSi  Gnayaqnll,  Bcnador,  Aug.  7.1 

The  cacao  market  has  been  fairly  animated  during  the  past  month, 
and  all  the  cacao  arriving  has  been  placed  at  good  prices,  some  ship- 
ments having  been  sold  at  $12.18  per  100  pounds.  The  exporters 
who  last  month  abstained  from  purchasing  reentered  the  market,  and 
the  Asociaci6n  de  Agricultores  fulfilled  its  mission  of  maintaining 

E rices.  The  general  outlook  of  the  European  market  is  good;  it  is 
nown  that  the  supply  there  has  been  considerably  diminished  and 
the  scarcity  of  cacoa  here  as  well  as  in  other  producing  countries 
will,  it  is  believed,  maintain  the  high  prices  throughout  the  year, 
unless  some  unforeseen  conditions  appear.  Very  little  trade  has  been 
effected  with  the  United  States,  due  to  the  excessively  high  freight 
rates  which  prevail  from  Colon  to  that  country. 

The  exi)ortation  of  ivory  nuts,  which  had  been  almost  totally  aban- 
doned owing  to  the  high  export  duty  imposed,  is  expected  to  again 
commence,  the  Government  having  reduced  the  duty  by  half.  Shelled 
ivory  nuts  now  pay  1.5  cents  and  unshelled  1  cent  per  kilo  (2.2046 
pounds).  The  market  has  been  calm,  the  nominal  price  being  $0.87 
per  quintal  and  none  exported. 

The  coffee  market  has  been  easy,  former  prices  of  $9.13  for  first 
grade  and  $8.70  for  second  grade  per  100  pounds  continuing  through- 
out the  month.  There  were  251,995  pounds  exported.  Kubber  has 
been  steady,  the  June  prices  having  extended  through  the  month. 
Shipments  to  New  York  totaled  6,196  pounds.  Prices  per  100  pounds 
were :  Marona,  $28.25 ;  hojas,  $23.91 ;  and  serrano  bianco,  $8.70.  The 
market  for  hides  has  been  steady;  6,582  hides,  weighing  122,211 
pounds,  were  exported.  Prices  advanced  to  $13.65  for  serranos, 
$12.17  for  crioUos,  and  $6.09  for  picados. 


ITAIIAN  LICENSES  FOK  EXPORTATION  OF  HEMP. 

[Ambassador  Thonuui  Nelson  Page,  Bome,  JdI;  31.] 

I  have  to-day  been  informed  by  the  Eoyal  Italian  Ministry  for 
Foreign  Affairs  that  licenses  granted  for  the  exportation  of  hemp 
from  Italy  to  the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  July  covered 
shipments  of  lj890  quintals  (of  220.46  pounds)  from  Ferrara,  720 
quintals  from  Bologna,  and  420  quintals  from  other  places,  a  total 
of  3,030  quintals.  1  was  also  informed  that  no  further  licenses  for 
the  exportation  of  hemp  out  of  Italy  would  be  issued  until  this  year's 
yield  of  the  fiber  is  known. 


AOBICUITUBAI  EXPOSITION  IN  aUITO. 

{Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Coding,  Ouayaqnll,  Ecaador,  Aug.  II.] 

An  agricultural  exposition  was  held  in  Quito  on  August  10,  whidi, 
while  only  for  one  day,  proved  to  be  quite  an  attraction  on  Inde- 
pendence Day.  The  stock  and  poultry  exhibits,  especially  the  horses, 
are  reported  to  have  been  excellent  The  creamery  department  was 
filled  with  products  of  the  dairy,  a  large  variety  of  cheese,  and  caimed 
butter,  which  the  judges  deemed  equal  to  the  best  imported  brands. 
The  exposition  was  considered  successful  in  every  way. 
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PEESENT  CONDITIONS  IN  ETISSIAN  nrDTTSTEY. 

[Consul  General  John  H.  Snodgrass,  Moscow,  June  11.] 

For  the  last  few  days  there  has  been  a  conference  at  Petrograd  of 
representatives  of  various  lines  of  trade  and  industry,  and  also  of 
officials  of  the  Government,  to  discuss  present  and  prospective  con- 
ditions. The  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Litinov 
Falinsky,  the  head  of  the  Department  of  Industry,  which  was  deliv- 
ered on  June  6,  may  prove  of  interest : 

Russian  industry  went  through  a  period  of  great  revival  and  development 
during  1890-1000,  followed  by  a  depression  that  lasted  until  1908;  since  then 
there  has  been  evidence  of  further  development,  which  was  abruptly  stopped 
by  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  Recent  years  with  their  good  crops  have  im- 
proved the  purchasing  powers  of  the  market,  while  the  land  reform  of  Novem- 
ber 9,  1900,  aimed  to  bring  about  vital  changes  in  agriculture,  which  is  the 
foundation  of  Russian  industry. 

Keoent  Changes  in  Industrial  Conditions — Fntnre  Keeds. 

All  the  conditions  seemed  favorable  and  promised  a  sound  improvement  of  the 
economic  life  of  Russia.  The  increased  prosperity  of  the  rural  population  did 
not  remain  without  influence  on  our  foreign  trade.  It  is  assumed  that  Russia 
did  not  export  a  surplus,  but  was  forced  to  export  because  the  people  at  home 
lacked  means  to  buy.  Consequently,  greater  prosperity  would  reduce  the  export 
trade,  because  the  requirements  of  the  domestic  markets  would  grow.  Begin- 
ning with  1909  the  export  trade  of  Russia,  though  increasing,  has  grown  at  a 
very  low  rate,  which  does  not  stand  in  any  proportion  to  the  growth  of  imports. 

At  present  it  is  impossible  to  give  n  complete  statement  of  the  Influence  of  the 
war  on  the  life  of  the  country  in  general  and  on  Industry  iu  particular.  But  the 
writer  believes  that  the  increased  requirements  of  domestic  consumption  will 
not  be  reduced  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  found  necessary,  in  order  to  raise  the  exchange  value  of  the  ruble,  to 
Increase  exports  and  reduce  imports  as  well  as  to  Increase  the  production  of 
gold.  The  latter  source  must  be  taken  advantage  of  to  a  greater  extent,  even 
If  this  should  require  heroic  measures. 

The  principal  impediment  to  the  development  of  the  producing  powers  of 
Russia  will  be  the  difficulty  of  securing  u  sufficient  amount  of  capital,  and  the 
policy  of  the  country  should  be  changed  to  promote  the  Influx  of  capital.  For 
this  purpose  an  extensive  reform  must  take  place  in  the  laws  regarding  share 
companies,  and  a  number  of  restrictions  must  be  done  away  with.  In  regard  to 
the  placing  of  Government  orders,  the  interests  of  the  Government  must  bo 
made  to  coincide  with  those  of  Russian  Industry,  and  the  placing  of  Govern- 
ment orders  abroad  should  be  discontinued. 


HAWAn  AND  THE  PANAMA  CANAL. 

[A.  r.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolulu,  .\ug.  17.] 

During  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  Panama  Canal  65  vessels 
(exclusive  of  the  ships  of  the  American-Hawaiian  fleet)  made  the 
direct  passage  from  the  canal  to  Hawaii.  Fifty-eight  of  these  called 
for  coal ;  the  others  consisted  of  4  colliers  and  3  miscellaneous  craft. 
Of  the  ships  calling  7  flew  the  American  flag,  5  the  Russian,  7  the 
Japanese,  1  the  Danish,  1  the  Norwegian,  and  44  the  British  ensign. 

Had  not  Honolulu  been  so  thoroughly  equipped  with  bunker  facili- 
ties, new  wharves,  fuel-oil  depots,  and  an  enlarged  harbor  [see  Com- 
merce Reports  for  Aug.  5, 1915]  much  of  this  shipping  would  have 
been  diverted  to  other  ports.  The  benefits  from  this  traffic  was  not 
confined  to  the  companies  that  sold  the  fuel  nor  to  the  water  service. 
Merchants  of  the  city  sold  an  average  of  $2,000  worth  of  provisions 
to  each  of  these  ships,  and  employment,  direct  and  indirect,  was  given 
to  many  men. 
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HOTES  OH  PHmPFim  BATTAH  PBODUCTIOV. 

The  problem  of  putting  upon  the  markets  of  the  world  the  large 
tmtouched  supplies  of  rattan  which  are  growing  in  the  public  forests 
has  for  some  time  been  an  object  of  study  with  the  Philippine  Gov- 
ernment, especially  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe  cut  off 
a  great  part  of  tiie  supply  upon  which  American  manufacturers, 
who  use  large  quantities  of  rattan  and  its  products,  cane,  and  reed, 
had  been  accustomed  to  rely,  and  sent  prices  up  to  a  level  unknown 
before.  At  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  Conunerce,  a  report  on  the 
subject  has  already  been  prepared  under  the  auspices  of  the  Philip- 
pine Bureau  of  Forestry  and  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.  (This  report  may  be  obtained  from  me 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  OflSce,  at  6 
cents  a  copy.  Befer  to  Special  Agents'  Series  No.  95,  Rattan  Supply 
of  the  Philippines.) 
Plam  of  the  PUUpplae  GoTemment. 

The  Philippine  Government  has  now  carried  the  matter  a  step 
farther  by  the  appointment  of  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Director 
of  Forestry  and  the  Director  of  Prisons,  under  whose  control  are 
the  shops  in  Bilibid  Prison,  which  use  large  quantities  of  rattan  in 
the  manufacture  of  furniture,  and  are  at  present,  owing  to  the  unde- 
veloped state  of  the  islands'  own  supply,  obliged  to  import  most  of 
it.  This  committee  is  to  visit  Singapore,  and  perhaps  other  points 
in  Malaysia,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  services  of  a  man  spe- 
cially versed  in  the  grading  and  manufacture  of  rattan,  who  will 
come  to  the  Philippines  and  take  up  the  work  of  instructing  the 
teachers  in  the  trade  schools,  the  skilled  artisans  of  the  industrial 
division  of  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  the  students  at  the  Forest  School, 
and  such  representatives  of  commercial  firms  as  may  desire  it  in  the 
technical  pomts  connected  with  the  collection,  marketing,  and  utiliza- 
tion of  the  product.  It  is  hoped  that  this,  together  with  work  along 
other  lines  which  is  contemplated,  will  accomplish  something  definite 
toward  the  placing  of  the  rattan  industry  of  the  Philippines  upon  s 
secure  business  footing. 

Exports  of  Philippine  Rattan  to  Singapore. 

The  figures  for  imports  of  rattan  into  Singapore  in  1913  show  the 
Philippines  as  the  source  of  only  half  a  ton,  appraised  at  the  very 
low  price  of  $26  or  at  the  rate  of  $52  per  ton.  The  average  price 
of  all  Singapore  rattan  exported  to  the  United  States  during  the 
same  year  was  over  $139.  The  tqtal  exports  of  rattan  from  the 
Philippines  for  the  fiscal  year  1914,  which  coincided  in  part  with  the 
year  for  which  the  Singapore  figures  are  given,  were  valued  at 
$4540,  and  are  supposed  to  have  gone  mainly  to  Singapore  by  way 
of  North  Borneo.  The  explanation  of  this  discrepancy  which  most 
readily  suggests  itself  is  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Philippine 
exports  were  by  the  time  they  reached  Singapore  indistingui^able 
from  those  originating  in  North  Borneo  itself.  Tliere  is  nothing 
here  to  show  whether  the  average  price  received  for  these  exports 
as  a  whole  was  really  as  low  as  $52  per  ton,  or  what  price  the  best 
grades  of  Philippine  rattan  would  fetch  in  the  Singapore  market  if 
brought  in  directly,  under  suitable  conditions  and  in  adequate  quan- 
tities. 
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SelatiTe  Quality  of  Philippine  Battan. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  no  Philippine  rattan  is  at  present 
ranked  in  the  Singapore  market  as  of  first  grade,  that  classification 
being  reserved  mainly  for  the  variety  known  as  pakir,  from  two  or 
three  districts  of  Dutch  Borneo,  but  how  much  superior  this  latter 
really  is  to  the  best  Philippine  product  there  are  no  data  at  hand  con- 
clusively to  determine.  No  thorough  tests  to  settle  the  question  have 
ever  been  made  in  the  Philippines  by  competent  technical  men,  and 
all  published  statements  to  be  found  are  of  a  very  general  nature.  It 
is  understood  that  some  importing  firms  claim  that  the  samples  sent 
them  as  representing  the  best  Philippine  grades  were  far  too  woody 
and  brittle  to  be  of  value  in  furniture  manufacture.  It  is  impossible 
to  contradict  this  statement  now,  but  there  is  some  reason  to  think 
that  it  was  based  on  the  examination  of  small  samples  of  dubious 
quality,  which  were  not  improbably  far  too  old  to  serve  as  fair  speci- 
mens of  the  fresh  product  from  the  i)oint  of  view  of  the  furmture 
manufacturer.  The  point,  however,  is  an  important  one,  and  the 
Philippine  Government  in  the  course  of  its  investigations  of  the 
subject  will  undoubtedly  take  steps  to  settle  it. 

Cultlvatioii  of  Battan. 

Some  further  data  with  regard  to  the  practicability  of  renewing 
a  diminishing  natural  supply  of  rattan  by  cultivation,  a  question 
that  has  lately  attracted  some  attention  in  the  Philippines,  have  been 
received  from  the  ofiSce  of  the  Conservator  of  Forests  of  the  Fed- 
erated Malay  States,  where  it  has  been  understood  that  experiments 
of  some  importance  have  been  in  progress  along  this  line.  The  in- 
formation received  is  rather  of  a  negative  character,  as  it  is  stated 
that  the  experiments  have  been  fewer  in  number,  on  a  smaller  scale, 
and  less  successful  than  had  been  inferred  from  passages  noted  in 
former  publications.  The  original  plantations,  it  appears,  have  not 
been  in  most  cases  renewed  as  the  first  crop  was  cut  oflf;  the  reason 
assigned  being  that  the  very  slow  growth  of  the  plant  prevented 
commercial  production  at  an  adequate  profit.  How  far  this  is  con- 
clusive of  the  unpracticability  of  the  scheme  is  uncertain.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  office  above  referred  to  has  devoted  a  great  deal 
of  attention  to  the  matter,  or  that  it  has  been  very  deeply  interested 
in  it.  It  is  possible  that  further  experiments  in  the  Philippines, 
under  more  favorable  conditions,  on  a  greater  scale,  and  with  larger 
capital  and  more  competent  management  (for  the  plantations  re- 
ferred to  were  mainly  owned  by  natives),  would  lead  to  different 
results. 

LAROE  HOP  CROP  TS  POSEH  PREDICTED. 

[Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  Breslaii,  Prussia,  Jaly  30.] 

According  to  a  report  from  the  Hop  Growers'  Association  in 
Neutomischel,  the  hop  vines  are  exceedingly  healthy  and  the  general 
outlook  for  a  large  crop  is  very  favorable.  The  early  varieties  are 
in  full,  bloom  and  the  later  varieties  are  just  beginning  to  bloom. 

The  heavy  rains  during  the  last  few  days,  together  with  con- 
tinued warm  weather,  have  been  very  beneficial,  and  a  large  harvest 
is  predicted.  Practically  all  supplies  from  the  1914  harvest  have 
been  exhausted. 
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ECITASOS'S  COHUEECE  EOB  HALF  TEAB. 

[Consul  General  Frederle  W.  Godlnc,  Oiuuraqnll,  Aag.  10.] 

The  subjoined  figures  of  the  exports  of  certain  Ecuadorian  products 
for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  have  been  compiled  from  the  Boletin 
de  la  Camara  de  Comercio  y  Agricnltura,  of  Guayaquil : 


Articles. 


Cacao 

ChUe 

Denmark 

France 

It'.ly 

Netherlands 

Ueiico 

Spain 

Bwrden 

United  Kingdom 

Tj'nited  States 

France  (option). . 
iTorjnuts 

France  

United  Kingdom 


Pounds. 


45,832,257 

ei.eoo 

3,376,951 

3,S7J<.033 

1,  MS,  742 

7,S$7,853 

4,5f« 

1,724.610 

413,g»4 

13,9315,761 

14,176,596 

32,401 

666,475 

51, 5W 

246,246 


Artidts. 


iTorr  nuts— Conttnoed. 

United  States 

Cofleo , 

CliUe 

Italy 

Panama 

Epaln 

United  Kingdom  .. 

United  States 

Hides 

Italy 

United  Kingdom .. 

United  States 

Bobbat,  United  States. 


PoODds. 


1,42S,S75 
1,291,514 
32,a4 
13,341 
M,5U 
61,710 
U» 
774,854 

4,  on 

20,579 

547^903 

101333 


During  January-June,  1914,  Ecuador's  shipments  of  cacao  totaled 
68,320,280  pounds;  tagua  (ivory  nuts),  1,189,876  pounds;  coffee, 
1,822,705  pounds;  cattle  hides,  778,234  pounds;  and  rubber,  45,777 
pounds. 

Details  as  to  imports  during  the  half  year  just  ended  are  available 
only  as  to  the  number  of  packages  received  from  the  various  coun- 
tries. Out  of  a  total  of  346,863  packages  imported  Chile  supplied 
17.596,  China  766,  France  7,766,  Germany  3,124,  Italy  7,746,  Nether- 
lands 4,578,  Peru  11,434,  Spain  10,531^  United  Kingdom  108,714, 
United  States  174,492,  and  other  countries  126.  These  imports  had 
a  total  weight  of  36,640  tons. 


GOOD  OTSTEBS  ANB  HOW  TO  COOK  THElf. 

The  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  issued  a  circular  containing  a  brief 
account  of  the  economic  history  and  salient  features  of  the  life  of 
the  American  oyster  and  calling  attention  to  the  recent  great  im- 
provement in  the  sanitary  conditions  under  which  oysters  are  pro- 
duced as  a  result  of  stringent  Government  supervision.  The 
pamphlet  contains  also  100  t^ed  recipes  for  cooking  oysters.  It 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  Washmgton,  D.  C, 
on  application  for  Economic  Circular  No.  18. 


Explorer  Finds  Lai^st  Kcotyledonoas  Seed. 

Seeds  more  than  7  inches  long  by  4.7  inches  broad,  growing  in  pods 
nearly  10  inches  in  length,  have  bieen  collected  by  Mr.  Henry  Pittier 
from  a  tree  he  discovered  during  his  recent  botanical  exploration  of 
Panama.  This  tree  is  known  to  the  natives  as  alcomoque,  and  Mr. 
Pittier  has  given  it  the  name  of  Dimorphandra  megiitosperma.  The 
species  name  has  reference  to  these  seeds,  which  exceed  in  size  tho.se 
of  any  other  known  dicotyledonous  plant.  The  wood  from  the  tree  is 
said  lo  be  better  than  any  other  for  structures  kept  permanently 
under  sea  water. 
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INCBEASED  EXPOBTS  TO  SOUTH  AHEBICA. 

Exports  from  the  United  States  to  South  America  during  recent 
months  show  marked  improvement  over  last  year,  the  total  for  June, 
1915,  being  valued  at  $13,744,000,  against  $7,573,000  in  June,  1914; 
and  for  the  six  months  ending  with  June  last,  $60,573,000  in  com- 

Earison  with  $52,263,000  for  the  first  half  and  $38,751,000  for  the  last 
alf  of  1914. 

Imports  from  South  America  are  also  considerably  larger  than  ai 
year  ago.  For  June  the  official  figures  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
bomestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce,  just  published,  in  its 
"Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce,  show  a  total  of 
$26,210,000,  against  $17,118,000  in  June,  1914,  and  for  the  six  months 
ending  June  30,  $156,043,000,  against  $144,074,000  in  the  first  half 
and  $105,447,000  in  the  second  half  of  1914. 

During  the  earlier  months  of  the  fiscal  year  our  trade  with  South 
America  was  seriously  disturbed,  and  our  total  exports  thereto  in 
1914  fell  in  value  to  $99,324,000,  or  $25,000,000  below  1913,  and  it  was 
not  until  March.  1915,  that  the  upward  trend  was  definitely  resumed. 
This  change  is  illustrated  by  the  following  table : 


Hontbs.  , 


IVU 


WIS 


Increase 
(+)  or  de- 
crease (— ). 


January.. 
February 
March ... 
April.... 

Uay 

June 


18,700,000 
8,500,000 
8,400,000 
9,000,000 

10,200,000 
7,600,000 


$7,000,000 
6,500,000 
10,500,000 
10,S00,000 
12,000,000 
13,700,000 


-»1, 700, 000 
-  2,000,000 
+  2.100,000 
+  1, too,  000 
-I-  1,800,000 
-I-  6, 100,  COO 


Some  of  the'Artleles  Entering  Into  the  Trade. 

Tables  in  the  June  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce  show  a  few 
of  the  more  important  items  making  up  our  export  trade  with  South 
American  countries.  Thus,  in  the  month  of  June  exports  of  agri- 
cultural implements  to  Argentina  doubled;  sales  of  automobiles  to 
South  America  as  a  whole  nearly  trebled ;  a  tenfold  increase  marked 
the  shipments  of  bituminous  coal  to  that  section;  a  similar  gain 
occurred  in  exports  of  steel  rails;  sales  of  wire  rose  from  3,000,000  to 
nearly  30,000,000  pounds,  half  of  it  going  to  Argentina  and  a  fourth 
of  it  to  Brazil ;  leather  exports  doubled,  and  those  of  boots  and  shoes 
increased  in  the  case  of  Argentina.  Over  2,000,000  pounds  of  lard 
went  to  South  America  in  June,  or  double  the  quantity  a  year  ago. 
The  depression  in  the  naval-stores  industry  was  not  reflected  in  sales 
to  South  America,  since  exports  both  of  rosin  and  turpentine  to 
South  America  increased  to  a  marked  extent.  A  like  condition  ob- 
tained with  respect  to  illuminating  oil,  increases  occurring  in  ship- 
ments to  South  America  coinci  den  tally  with  decreases  to  foreign 
countries  as  a  whole.  Sales  of  news  print  paper  to  Argentina  rose 
from  1,000,000  pounds  in  June,  1914,  to  8,000,000  in  June  of  the 
current  year. 

"Municipal  waste  in  London,"  a  special  article  in  the  London 
Times  for  August  3, 1913,  states  that  "  it  costs  18s.  ($4.38)  more  per 
head  of  the  population  to  administer  London  than  to  administer  any 
one  of  the  largest  provincial  cities." 
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HABEET  POS  BOILESS  Dl  SOUTH  AKEBICA. 

CHZLS. 

[Vice  Consul  Aldia  B.  EasterllnK,  Talparalio,  Cblle,  Feb.  19.1 

The  boilers  used  in  this  district  are  usually  of  the  Cornish,  Gallo- 
way, Lancashire,  or  Babcock  &  Wilcox  type.  Sizes  and  types  of 
those  in  use  are: 


IndostTT. 

Nnm- 
hnal 
tMilen. 

Type. 

Langtli. 

Diametat. 

{ 
2 

4 
2 
2 
3 

a 

QtlUmtf 

Babcoclc  &  WUcoz 
.do 

Mfeat       

Steet 

23  feet 

3  feet. 

23(eet8iiiebes.... 

21Ieet3lDCl>es.... 

.do 

3  feet  t  Inebea. 

4  feet  3  Inches. 

.do 

4  feet  10  inches. 

ISteet. 

5  feet  vert. 

Oaa  plant 

Coraisli    

leieet 

5  feet  (furnace  tnbe  3  feet  ( 

Biscuit  liactorj 

LocamotiT* 

Igleet. 

Inches  t>7  5  feet). 
8  feet. 

A  cement  factory  located  in  Calera  uses  three  water-tube  boilers  of 
the  Steinmuller  type.  The  electric  plant  uses  four  marine  boilers 
of  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox  type.  The  working  pressure  used  in  the 
various  plants  varies  from  60  to  120  pounds.  Office  buildings,  public 
buildings  of  various  kinds,  apartment  houses,  and  large  residences 
are  not  equipped  with  boilers. 

Amonnt  of  Power  TTscd  In  Various  Indnstrlet. 

Of  a  total  of  64,623  horsepower  developed  in  the  country  for  in- 
dustrial jjui-poses,  29,417  is  by  steam.  The  amount  of  power  used  in 
different  industries  and  the  portion  of  the  power  developed  by  steam 
are: 


Industries. 

Establish- 
msnts. 

Power 
by  steam. 

Total 
power. 

sat 
S 
M» 
42 
32 
7Sl 
8U 
«2 
35 
857 
204 
320 
1,217 
ISO 
94 
180 
137 

5,508 

5,183 

818 

170 

7,  Ml 

•82 

1,351 

734 

385 

338 

1,121 

1,501 

157 
35 

5,484 
193 

Pottery  and  glassware 

Foocbtufls 

17,414 

LiKbtinK.  heating,  and  combustibles 

11,450 

Bbipboilding  and  repairing  yards 

806 

Cloihing  manufactories 

748 

9,515 

Material  lor  construction......................... ............... ......... 

1,936 

2,932 

Metal  working 

2,83S 

724 

Paper,  printing',  and  manufactures 

3,305 

3,339 

Chemical  productions 

3,985 

310 

Vehicle  and  other  means  of  tranirport 

548 

87 

Total 

20,417 

84,823 

The  imports  of  boilers  into  Chile  for  1913,  in  kilos  of  2.2  pounds 
each,  were:  From  Belgium,  3,975;  France,  18,415;  Germany,  547,240; 
United  Kingdom,  217,595 ;  United  States,  44,265 ;  total,  831,490. 

The  amounts  received  at  the  different  poi-ts  of  entry  in  this  dis- 
trict were:  Caldera,  620;  Huasco,  6,830;  Coquimbo,  24,590;  Valpa- 
raiso, 380,185;  Talcahuano,  77,890;  Coronel,  47,780;  Valdivia,  16,640; 
other  ports  of  country,  278,455 ;  total,  831,490. 
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The  valnes  ih  United  States  gold  of  raw  material  consumed  and 
boilers  produced  by  the  three  boiler  factories  in  the  country,  were; 


Year. 

Raw  ma- 
terial con- 
smned. 

BoHos 
produoed. 

1911 

19tl 

tl4,3M 
11,918 
13,918 

$40,849 
37,69» 
35,000 

1913 '".'.'.. 

The  boilers  produced  by  these  factories  are  of  the  most  simple 
types.  The  Chilean  mine  operators  in  the  past  secured  their  boilers 
from  Germany  and  England. 

[Consul  Darld  J.  D.  Myers,  Iquiqoe,  Chile.] 
Slstrlot  Has  Semi-Tropical  Climate. 

This  district,  which  comprises  the  arid  region  of  Chile,  has  a  semi- 
tropical  climate  as  to  temperature.  The  principal  and  almost  sole 
industry  is  that  of  nitrate  of  soda.  Artificial  heat  is  not  required 
for  offi<}es,  residences,  or  public  buildings  of  any  kind.  The  few 
public  electric  plants  and  nearly  all  the  electric  installations  at  the 
nitrate  works  depend  upon  internal-combustion  engines  for  their 
motive  power.  Breweries,  sugar  refineries,  and  ice  plants  are  too 
few  to  constitute  an  industrr. 

The  Chile  Exploration  Co.  is  developing  large  copper  interests 
at  Chuquicamata.  The  power  plant,  said  to  be  the  largest  electric 
plant  in  South  America,  is  being  installed  at  Tocopilla.  Babcock 
&  Wilcox  water-tube  boilers  are  employed  and  oil  fuel  will  be 
used;  condensed  sea  water  is  the  only  available  water  supply.  The 
purchasing  agent  of  this  company  is  «fohn  K.  MacGowan,  155  Broad- 
way,  New  York. 

Kednctlon  Works  for  Kitrate  of  Soda. 

In  the  nitrate  sections  of  this  district  there  are  some  170  reduction 
works  for  nitrate  of  soda,  which  employ  an  average  of  five  boilers 
each.  The  boilers  used  at  these  plants  are  almost  exclusively  of  the 
Lancashire  type,  horizontal,  28  to  36  feet  long,  and  7^  feet  in  diameter. 
They  use  a  worldng  pressure  of  40  to  50  pounds  per  square  inch. 

The  Agua  Santa  Co.  uses  Diesel  engines  to  a  greater  extent  than 
any  other  concern.  Since  steam  is  required  for  boiling  tanks  only, 
this  company  uses  35  pounds  of  steam. 

Boilers  are  all  tested  to  180  pounds,  as  the  water  is  very  bad  on 
account  of  the  high  percentage  of  salts  in  it.  Through  these  boilers 
run  two  fire  tubes,  2  feet  9  inches  in  diameter.  Inside  the  fire 
tubes  there  are  installed  conical  tubes,  which  soon  fill  up  with  scale 
and  which  are  permanently  removed  after  two  years. 

Water-tube  boilers  are  not  suitable,  as  the  water  contains  such  a 
quantity  of  salts  in  solution  that  the  tubings  fill  up  and  corrode,  caus- 
ing frequent  cleanings  and  repairs.  Up  to  three  years  ago  coal  fuel 
was  used  exclusively.  At  that  time  experiments  were  made  by  one  of 
the  more  progressive  companies  with  oil  fuel  with  such  success  that 
now  about  70  plants  use  oil  fuel. 

Coal  from  EBirl<iBd,  Wales,  and  Avstralia. 

The  coal  is  imported  from  England,  Wales,  and  Australia,  the 
jChilean  coal  not  oeing  able  to  compete  in  quality  and  price  with 
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the  imported  article.  The  oil  fuel  is  now  imported  almost  exclu- 
sively from  California,  having  taken  the  place  of  the  Peruvian  oil 
at  first  employed.  The  Wallsend  system  of  burners,  modified  lo- 
cally, is  principally  used  for  oil  fuel. 

The  importations  of  boilers  into  Antofagasta,  for  1911  and  1912, 
were  valued  at  $8,161  and  $64,918,  respectively.  Importations  of 
boilers  into  Iquique,  with  the  countries  of  origin,  for  the  last  four 
years,  in  value  were : 


Year. 

Total. 

Great 
Britain. 

Oennanr. 

United 
States. 

1910 

»14,894 
S,6SS 
33,C38 
35,672 

tlO,07<) 
S,6S0 
18,905 
22,004 

t4,8U 

1911 

«2,908 
14,733 
11,128 

1912 

1913 

2,540 

Two  Years'  Becord  of  Importations  of  Boilers. 

Importations  of  steam-generating  boilers  into  Chile,  in  1911  and 
1912,  were : 


Ports  of  entry. 

1911 

1912 

Countries  of  origin. 

1911 

1912 

FIsagua , 

U,374 

6,868 

1,406 

61,023 

■■■i3,"a6' 

107 
18,835 
9,416 
9,500 

Great  Britain 

330. 4^ 
28,204 

<3S,578 
69,915 

aoi 

Iqnique 

»3,611 
11,874 
2,9S4 
3,434 

TocopUla 

France. ........... 

Antofagasta 

6,541 

Huasco 

United  States 

833 

S^SOO 

Taltal 

Coquimbo 

6,4M 
12,140 

Valparaiso 

Talcahuaao 

Coronel 

6,501 
13,005 

Valdlvia 

59,015 

110,925 

59,015 

110,935 

The  statistics  for  Iquique  and  Antofagasta  were  taken  from  cus- 
tom records  and  diifer  widely  from  those  taken  from  the  Estadistica 
Comercial  de  la  Republica  de  Chile.  It  is  probable  that  a  part  of  the 
discrepancy  is  due  to  the  classification.  Verification  of  the  figures  is 
not  feasible. 

ABaSNTIITA. 
[Consul  William  Dawson,  jr.,  Rosario,  Argentina.] 

The  market  for  boilers  in  Argentina  is  limited  by  the  fact  that 
industrial  production  is  as  yet  little  developed.  Small  and  medium 
boilei"s,  used  large! v  for  heating  plants,  are  made  on  a  small  scale 
at  Buenos  Aires.  I'he  industrial  census,  based  on  data  collected  in 
1908,  shows  7  boiler  works  in  Argentina,  all  located  in  Buenos  Aires, 
with  a  total  annual  output  valued  at  $110,000  and  employing  77 
pci-sons.  Practically  all  of  the  boilers  in  use  in  this  district  are 
imported. 

The  total  number  of  boilers  imported  into  the  entire  Eepublic  has 
been  in  recent  years : 


Countries. 

for? 
IW^il. 

1912 

1913 

12 
20 
41 
1 
3 
US 
34 
3 

8 
13 
117 
18 
12 
20* 
11 
3 

Franc©.      ..••-. 

Italy            

United  Stales 

Otlier  countries 

Total                        

280 

390 

m 
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Imports  by  coxmtries  are  not  yet  available  for  1918.  Of  the  390 
boilers  imported  in  1912,  37  per  cent  were  entered  at  Rosario  and  9 
per  cent  at  other  ports  in  this  district.  Percentage  of  boilers  entered 
at  Eosaria  was  less  than  20  in  1911,  and  varies  considerably  from 
year  to  year. 

Small  Harket  Is  Kosario  IHstriet. 

The  market  for  boilers  in  this  district  is  out  of  all  proportion  to 
its  size  and  population,  a  result,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  lack  of  in- 
dustrial development.  The  use  of  electric  motors  in  workshops  and 
small  factories,  as  well  as  the  growing  demand  for  gas  engines,  fur- 
ther tends  to  decrease  the  market  for  small  boilers.  The  high  cost 
of  fuel,  particularly  coal,  is  one  of  the  factors.  High  wages  paid 
labor  offer  another  obstacle  to  the  use  of  steam,  which  requires  more 
or  less  constant  attention.  The  exploitation  of  the  Kivadavia  oil 
wells,  which  will,  it  is  predicted,  furnish  an  abimdant  supply  of 
cheap  fuel  oil,  may  give  more  popularity  to  steam. 

Boilers  are  used  in  this  district  chiefly  for  heating  plants,  sugar  fac- 
tories, sawmills,  light  and  power  plants,  and  miscellaneous  industries, 
which  are,  however,  represented  l^y  only  a  few  factories  scattered 
over  the  district. 

For  heating  plants,  and  incidentally  for  small  distilleries,  1  to  10 
horsepower  boilers  of  an  inexpensive  vertical  type  are  used,  the 
average  being  about  6  horsepower.  Working  pressure  varies,  as  a 
rule,  from  40  to  80  pounds  per  square  inch. 

The  local  manager  of  a  company  doing  a  considerable  business  in 
the  installation  of  lieating  plants,  particularly  in  Buenos  Aires,  states 
that  his  firm  is  using  a  cast-iron  boiler  made  specially  for  heating 
plants  by  a  German  factory.  While  this  boiler  is  tested  up  to  90  or 
100  poimds  actual  working  pressure  is  insignificant. 

BUgrbt  Demand  for  Eeating  AppUaaoes. 

As  pointed  out  in  a  report  entitled  "  Market  for  Heating  and  Cook- 
ing Apparatus"  (Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports,  May  4,1914), 
there  is  no  real  demand  for  heating  appliances  of  a  permanent  na- 
ture in  this  district,  and  there  are  perhaps,  in  all,  from  80  to  100 
houses  at  Rosario  equipped  in  part  or  wholly  with  some  sort  of  heat- 
ing plant.  The  proportion  of  heated  houses  in  still  lower  in  other 
cities  of  the  district. 

The  Province  of  Tucuman  has  30  sugar  factories  and  there  are 
three  large  factories  in  Salta  and  Jujuy.  There  are  some  150  boilers 
installed  in  Tucuman  sugar  factories,  and  on  an  average  the  industry 
requires  perhaps  five  new  boilers  a  year.  Tlie  size  of  boilers  varies 
from  2,153  to  5,382  square  feet,  the  average  being  3,767  square  feet. 
Working  pressure  is  low  and  is  said  to  range  from  75  to  120  pounds 
per  square  inch,  with  an  average  of,  say,  100  pounds. 

Fives-Lille  (French)  boilers  formerly  found  a  good  market  at 
Tucuman,  and  many  are  still  in  use.  Stirling  and  I3abcock  boilers 
are  now  preferred,  and  England  is  getting  the  bulk  of  the  trade, 
although  a  few  American  Stirlings  are  said  to  be  found  in  factories. 
A  few  German  boilers  have  also  been  introduced. 
Heqnirements  for  Sawmills  and  Small  Industries. 

For  sawmills  and  the  miscellaneous  small  industries  of  the  district 
a  medium  boiler  of  frwn  20  to  100  horsepower,  with  a  working  pres- 
sure of  100  to  140  pounds,  is  required. 
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.Water-tube  boilers  from  20  horsepower  up  are  commonly  used 
where  this  type  is  suitable.  Single  and  double  flue  boilers  are  to  be 
found  where  large  steam  capacity  and  steady  pressure  are  required. 
Nearly  all  medium  and  large  boilers  are  water  tube. 

The  leading  importer  of  boilers  at  Rosario  estimates  that  there  are 
in  the  city  and  district  supplied  from  here  (not  including  Tucuman 
and  Mendoza)  perhaps  100  installations  of  20  to  50  horsepower  boil- 
ers and  50  installations  from  60  horsepower  up. 

Powerful  boilers  used  in  this  district  are  chiefly  English,  Babcock 
&  Wilcox.  The  leading  cities  of  the  district  have  electric  light  and 
power.  Plants  in  Cordoba  and  some  of  the  western  cities  where 
water  power  is  available  are  hydraulic.  Demand  for  boilers  for 
power  plants  is,  of  course,  only  sporadic,  and  several  years  may 
elapse  without  any  orders  from  this  source. 

The  Eosario  electric  light  and  power  plant  has  eight  Babcock  & 
Wilcox  marine-type  water-tube  boilers,  giving  steam  to  turbo-gen- 
erators of  18,000  kilowatts.    Working  pressure  is  said  to  be  250 
poimds. 
Coal,  Hardwood,  and  Coke  Vsed  for  FneL 

The  Eosario  power  plant  bums  coal  as  do  some  of  the  other  large 
and  medium  plants  and  factories  near  the  coast.  Hardwood  is  also 
largely  used,  particularly  in  the  interior.  C!oke  is  used  to  a  certain 
extent  for  heating  plants.  Sawmills  use  chiefly  wood  refuse.  Sugar 
factories  use  hardwood  and  cane  refuse  (bagasse).  From  3  to  15 
tons  of  wood  are  used  for  every  100  tons  of  cane  crushed.  One  or 
two  factories,  which  do  not  remie  and  dry  the  bagasse  before  burn- 
ing, reduce  consumption  of  wood  to  3  per  cent.  Steam  is  ait  present 
largely  used  in  establishments  such  as  sawmills  and  sugar  factories 
where  refuse  insures  a  regular  supply  of  cheap  fuel. 

Many  different  makes  of  boilers  are  represented  here  in  different 
plants  using  steam.  Among  the  boilers  mentioned  by  dealers  as 
being  in  use  are  Babcock  &  Wilcox,  Stirling,  Cochrane,  Hindley, 
Hopwood  &  Huston  (British) ;  Fives-Lille  (French) ;  Tosi  (Italian) ; 
Letfel,  Shipley,  Erie  City  Iron  Works,  Troy,  Dutton  &  Stirling 
(American) ;  as  well  as  German  boilers  of  different  makes. 

Greatest  diversity  is  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  small  boilers 
where,  in  addition  to  European  products,  American  water  tube  and 
other  ty^es  of  boilers  have  found  a  market.  As  regards  medium  and 
large  boilers,  Babcock  &  Wilcox  products  are  well  introduced  and 
have  a  firm  hold  on  the  market. 
Decreasing  Imports  of  American  Boilers. 

The  market  for  American  boilers  in  Argentina  has  decreased  stead- 
ily in  recent  years.  During  the  five-year  period  from  1904  to  1908, 
inclusive,  an  average  of  52  American  boilers  were  imported  annually 
into  Argentina,  this  being  about  one-fifth  of  the  total  imports.  Since 
that  time  the  numbers  of  boilers  that  have  been  imported  from  the 
United  States  (total  imports  given  in  brackets)  were :  1908, 57  (276) ; 
1909,  5  (353) ;  1910,  17  (209) ;  1911,  8  (  212) ;  1912,  11  (390).  Dur- 
ing the  same  period  imports  of  British  and  Grerman  boilers  were: 
British,  average  1904r-8,  150;  1908,  156;  1909,  284;  1910,  88;  1911, 
110;  1912,  209;  German,  average  1904^8,  25;  1908,  34;  1909, 11;  1910, 
42;  1911,  80;  1912,  117. 

A  local  firm,  which  has  in  the  past  handled  different  kinds  of  small 
boilers  of  American  make,  is  inclined  to  attribute  the  decrease  in  im* 
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ports  to  the  growing  use  of  different  types  of  gasoline  and  other  oil 
engines.  Imports  of  small  boilers  for  heating  plants  at  the  same 
time  increased,  bat  Germany  obtained  the  balk  of  this  trade.  The 
statement  is  also  made  that  American  boilers  introduced  here  have 
been  of  a  cheap  grade. 

[ConsQl  General  B.  U.  Bartleman,  Buenos  Aires.] 
British  Boilers  ITsed  Very  Largely. 

The  principal  boiler  used  in  this  country  is  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox 
■water-tube  boiler,  both  vertical  and  horizontal  types.  These  repre- 
sent 90  per  cent  of  the  horsepower  in  use  in  this  country.  They  are 
manufactured  in  England.  The  principal  American  boilers  sold 
here  are  the  Erie  City  Iron  Worte  water-tube  and  other  types  of 
boilers.  The  "Shipley"  and  "LefFel"  boilers  are  sold.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  majority  of  American  boilers  imported  into  this 
country  have  not  been  as  popular  as  those  of  English  manufacture. 

In  tne  small  types  of  English  boilers  the  two  principal  makes 
sold  here  are  the  "Hindley"  vertical  tubular  and  the  "Hopwood." 
Another  English  boiler  that  has  a  good  sale  here  is  the  "  Cochrane." 
Argentina  is  not  a  manufacturing  country  to  any  extent,  and  the 
demand  for  boUers  for  steam  power  is  not  great.  Coal  is  the  fuel 
used. 

PEBtr. 

[Consul  WllUam  W.  Handley,  CaIIao.l 

Boilers  of  practically  every  well-known  class  and  make  are  em- 
ployed in  Peru  by  the  several  breweries,  sugar  industries,  ice  plants, 
gas  and  electric  plants,  and  public  buildings  of  various  kinds.  The 
Cochrane  vertical  cross  tube  appears  to  be  the  type  most  commonly 
found  for  the  smaller  installations,  while  the  Lancashire  model  is 
extensively  used  in  the  sugar  refineries  and  similar  large  plants. 
The  water-tube  boilers  in  sections  are  commonly  demanded  in  the 
mines  and  other  interior  places  by  reason  of  the  mule  and  llama  back 
mode  of  conveyance  that  has  to  be  provided  in  certain  out-of-the-way 

Earts  of  the  Republic.  The  Babcock  and  Wilcox,  and  a  large  num- 
er  of  different  types  of  upright  boilers,  are  also  employed.  The 
size  and  working  pressure  called  for  vary  according  to  the  individual 
requirements  along  these  lines. 

The  Peruvian  mine  operators  procure  the  boilers  that  they  use 
from  the  United  States  for  the  most  part,  and  from  Great  Britain 
and  Germany. 

Semand  for  Boilers  of  All  Classes. 

The  demand  for  boilers  of  all  classes  may  be  estimated  from  Peru- 
vian statistics  covering  the  importations  under  this  head  for  the 
calendar  year  1912,  the  latest  period  for  which  such  figures  are  avail- 
able.   These  are: 


Cotmtrlea  o(  origin. 

Value  In 

U.S. 
currency. 

$311 

Chdo                       

447 

38,400 

Qreat  Britain         .....      . - 

24,914 

United  States - 

28,297 

Total 

W,33> 
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Boilers,  without  distinction  of  classes,  etc.,  are  admitted  into  Peru 
free  of  duty. 

The  locally  produced  petroleum  is  the  fuel  used  by  the  electric- 
light  works,  foundries,  and  machine  shops  of  Callao  and  Lima; 
magas  (crushed  cane)  on  the  sugar  estates;  coal,  costing  about  $10 
per  ton,  for  operating  the  cranes,  etc.,  on  the  docks  and  shipyards; 
and  generally  coal  and  wood  in  the  mines.  The  several  industries 
mentioned  represent  the  various  places  where  boilers  are  usually 
employed. 

Agent  Should  Speak  Spanish  lAngnaKe. 

The  most  practical  and  satisfactory  manner  of  selling  this  class 
of  manufactured  material  in  Peru  would  be  to  send  down  a  capable 
agent,  speaking  the  Spanish  language,  to  visit  the  various  sugar 
estates,  mines,  etc.,  to  consult  with  the  prospective  purchaser  on  the 
ground.  He  could  cover  the  whole  of  the  west  coast.  If  this  can 
not  be  done,  manufacturers  of  boilers  should  apply  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce, 
"Washington,  D.  C.,  for  a  list  of  the  principal  sugar  estates,  electric- 
light  plants,  foundries,  breweries,  mming  companies,  etc.,  of  Peru, 
which  have  been  furnished  by  this  consulate  general,  and  then  take 
up  the  matter  directly  by  correspondence,  using  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage, with  all  weights  and  measurements  given  in  the  metric  sys- 
tem, and  pi-ices,  discounts,  etc.,  expressed  in  Peruvian  currency. 

In  shipping  boilers  or  their  parts  to  the  west  coast  of  South 
America  care  should  be  taken  to  properly  protect  their  weak  points 
by  suitable  packing,  as  they  are  often  used  roughly  before  reaching 
their  destination.  They  should  also  be  shipped  by  direct  steamer 
through  the  canal,  to  avoid  transshipment  at  the  Istlimus. 

[Lists  of  importers  of  boilers  at  Iqulque  and  Antofagasta,  Chile,  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C!ommerce  or  Its  branch 
offices.    Befer  to  file  Ko.  53433.] 


HAWAIIAN  PINEAPPLE  PBODTTCTS. 

(A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Hooolnlu.] 

The  pineapple  production  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  1915  will 
approximate  2,.500,000  cases  of  canned  product.  Years  ago  the  pine- 
apple canneries  cored,  pared,  and  trimmed  the  pineapples,  and  then, 
slicing  the  pine,  graded  it  by  sizes  into  cans.  The  cores,  parings,  and 
trimmings  were  treated  as  refuse  and  thrown  into  great  piles.  These 
refuse  heaps  were  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  board  of  health,  and 
as  the  result  of  discussions  as  to  methods  for  destroying  same  the 
pineapple  companies  themselves  decided  that  by-products  could  be 
made  from  the  refuse  and  form  a  valuable  part  of  the  income.  The 
one-time  refuse  is  now  converted  into  a  mash  from  which  pineapple 
juice  is  extracted,  the  cores  are  cut  into  cubes  and  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  glac6  fruit,  and  to-day  no  part  of  the  pineapple  is  lost 
[Hawaiian  methods  of  handling  the  pines  and  the  recovery  of  by- 
products are  described  in  detail  in  a  monograph,  "Pineapple-Can- 
ning Industry  of  the  World,"  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  as  Special  Agents  Series  No.  91,  copies  of  which 
may  be  obtained  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  bureau  or  from  the 
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Superintendent  of  Documents,  GoTemment  Printing  OflSce,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  at  a  cost  of  5  cents  each.] 

One  of  the  valuable  by-products  is  pineapple  vinegar.  It  is  now 
placed  on  the  market  at  an  average  price  of  40  cents  a  gallon.  It 
Jacks  the  "  shuddery  "  effect  of  ordinary  raw  vinegar,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered by  Honolulu  housewives  to  be  far  superior  to  other  kinds 
for  use  in  the  preparation  of  mayonnaise  dressing.  The  vinegar 
was  first  prepared  by  B3rron  O.  Clark,  the  pioneer  pineapple  grower 
of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  who  came  to  the  islands  from  California 
in  1898  as  a  member  of  an  association  of  American  farmers  who 
located  at  Wahiawa,  island  of  Oahu,  about  20  miles  from  Honolulu. 

The  growers  and  canners  will  hold  their  second  annual  celebra- 
tion of  Hawaiian  Pineapple  Day  on  November  10,  about  which  time 
the  entire  United  States  will  be  canvassed  by  the  large  wholesale 
grocers  and  agencies.  [In  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  there 
were  imported  into  the  United  States  from  Hawaii  fresh  pineapples 
to  the  value  of  $52,928,  caimed  pineapples  worth  $5,986,160,  and 
preserved  or  otherwise  prepared  pines  valued  at  $35.  The  corre- 
sponding figures  for  the  preceding  fiscal  twelvemonth  were  $115,745, 
$4,536,919,  and  $2,113,  respectively.] 

PBOFOSED  MEBOEB  OF  CANADIAN  BAHKS  FBOHIBITED. 

[Consul  Jullua  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  Ao^uat  28.] 

The  last  merger  of  chartered  banks  in  Canada  was  accomplished  in 
July,  1914,  as  reported  by  this  consulate  (see  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Keports  for  August  13, 1914)  when  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia, 
with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $6,000,000  and  a  reserve  fund  of  $11,000,000. 
absorbed  the  Metropolitan  Bank,  which  had  a  paid-up  capital  of 
$1,000,000  and  a  reserve  fund  of  $1^50,000.  A  merger  has  recently 
been  proposed  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  with  a  paid-up  capital 
of  $11,560,000  and  a  reserve  fund  of  $12,560,000,  with  the  Bank  of 
Hamilton,  which  has  a  paid-up  capital  of  $3,000,000  and  a  reserve 
fund  of  $3,600,000.  The  municipal  authorities,  as  well  as  the  people 
of  Hamilton,  vigorously  opposed  this  merger  because,  if  accom- 
plished, it  would  remove  the  head  office  of  the  Bank  of  Hamilton 
from  that  city  and  cause  an  unnecessary  accumulation  of  banking 
capital  in  Montreal,  where  the  Kwal  Bank  of  Canada  has  its  head 
office.  The  Dominion  Minister  of  Finance,  after  giving  the  proposed 
merger  careful  consideration,  has  decided  that,  as  both  the  oanks  in 
que^ion  are  strong,  favorably  known,  and  well-established  institu- 
tions, and  are  actual  and  potential  competitive  factors  in  the  Cana- 
dian banking  field,  it  would  not  be  in  the  public  interest  that  he 
should  give  the  consent  required  from  him  under  the  terms  of  the 
bank  act,  and  hence  the  proposed  merger  can  not  be  effected.  The 
Canadian  banks  holding  Dominion  charters  now  number  only  22, 
but  these  banks  have  3,245  branches,  of  which  3,150  are  in  Canada, 
20  in  Newfoundland,  and  the  rest  in  other  countries,  chiefly  in  the 
West  Indies,  the  United  States,  and  Great  Britain. 

Manufacturers  of  the  United  Sta.tes  have  so  well  supplied  the 
Dominican  merchants  with  advertising  literature  that  one  Puerto 
Plata  business  man,  reports  Consul  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  has 
1,500  American  catalogues  on  file. 
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rWhere  addresses  arc  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareaa  or  Its  brmneh 

ofllces.] 

Saddle  blankets,  No.  18216. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Hondnras  bag  re- 
quested an  American  consular  officer  to  Bupply  samples,  prices,  etc.,  relative 
to  saddle  blankets.  Sizes  offered  should  be  definitely  specified.  Samples  to 
show  the  quality  of  felt  are  desired.  Quotations  should  be  made  £  o.  b. 
New  Orleans  or  New  York.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Elngllsli.  The  coa- 
sular  officer  also  desires  to  receive  samples,  catalogues,  etc. 

Heating  and  plumMng  supplieg,  No.  18217. — ^An  American  consular  officer  la 
France  reports  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  who  desires  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  heating  and  plumblog 
supplies. 

Paper  bags,  No.  18218. — ^A  firm  in  Hondnras  informs  an  American  consular  offi- 
cer that  It  desires  to  purchase  100,000  paper  bags,  ranging  in  size  from  i 
pound  to  25  pounds,  at  about  3  months  intervals.  Correspondence  may  be 
In  English. 

Chemicals,  tools,  and  lamp  glasses.  No.  18219. — An  Importing  firm  In  British 
India  advises  the  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau  that  one  of  Its  repre- 
sentatives will  be  in  that  city  the  first  of  September  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  chemicals  of  all  kinds  for  cotton  mills,  especially  magnesium 
chloride.  The  firm  also  desires  to  secure  representation  for  British  India 
of  tools  of  all  kinds,  especially  files,  all  classes  of  pumps,  and  a  line  of  lamp 
glasses. 

Draperies,  ribbons,  hosiery,  linings,  etc.,  No.  18220. — A  firm  In  the  United  States 
writes  the  Bureau  that  one  of  its  correspondents  In  Denmark  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  draperies,  ribbons, 
elastics,  hosiery,  buttons,  and  linings. 

Salt  fish.  No.  18221. — ^A  commercial  organization  advises  the  branch  office  of 
the  Bureau  in  Seattle  that  it  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm  in  Cuba 
which  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  American  exporters  of 
salt  fish. 

Surgical  instruments,  rubber  goods,  etc..  No.  18222. — ^A  firm  in  Italy  informs  the 
Bureau  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  surgical  apparatus,  rubber  goods,  hospital  supplies,  etc.,  with  a 
view  of  representing  them  in  that  countix  Catalogues,  samples,  and  full 
information  should  be  forwarded  at  once.    References  are  given. 

Structural  and  engineering  supplies.  No.  18223. — A  repre-sentatlve  of  an  Italian 
firm,  which  is  develo])ing  American  trade,  desires  to  make  agency  connec- 
tions with  firms  which  may  desire  to  extend  their  business  in  Italy.  The 
representative  la  especially  interested  in  structural  and  engineering  sup- 
plies and  materials. 

Chains,  nails,  hardware,  shoes,  furniture,  etc..  No.  18224. — A  man,  who  was 
formerly  an  interpreter  in  an  American  consulate  in  northern  Africa,  in- 
forms the  Bureau  that  he  desires  to  receive  quotations  and  prices  from 
American  manufacturers  on  small  chains  and  nails.  All  nails  must  have 
clamps,  samples  of  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch 
offices.  He  is  also  interested  in  making  connections  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  hardware,  shoes,  furniture,  etc. 

Box  shooks.  No.  18225. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Dome.stlc  Commerce  in  Chile  transmits  the  names  and  addresses  of  two 
firms  in  South  America  which  desire  to  receive  quotations  on  box  shooks. 
Shipments  are  to  be  made  in  parcels.    Cash  will  be  paid. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonie;  Boston,  752  OIlTer  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Loals,  402  Third  Rational  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bnilding;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemia  Bank  BnildlsK;  Saa 
Franeisco,  S06  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
«tlTe  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Conunerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FKOFOSED  BTTSSIAN-AHEBICAU  BAITE. 
[Commercial  Attache  Henry  D.  Baker,  Fetrograd,  July  20.1 

In  reply  to  a  letter  sent  to  the  general  manager  of  the  Eussian- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Moscow,  as  to  what  progress,  if 
any,  is  being  made  within  the  proposals  of  this  organization  for  a 
Bussian-Amcrican  bank  in  Moscow,  it  is  stated  that  the  Russian 
Government  is  being  approached  to  sanction  the  opening  of  an  inde- 
pendent Russian- American  bank,  or  failing  that,  of  a  branch  of  an 
existing  American  or  Russian  bank.  The  proposed  statute  for 
authorization  of  such  a  bank  has  been  drawn  up. 


Electrical-power  installation  in  Sydney 1196      Imports  and  exports  of  copper 1214 

New  York  bank  opens  branch  In  Cuba U96      Use  of  fire  brick  hi  Argentma 121S 

Chemniti  exports  to  United  States 1107      Fneign  trade  opportunities 121S 


ITEW  ISSTTE  OF  BBAZniAH  BOHDS. 

[Consnl  General  A.  L.  H.  Oottscbalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  29.1 

An  issue  of  5  per  cent  bonds  to  the  amount  of  20,000,000  milreis 
paper  approximately  $5,000,000  United  States  gold)  has  been  author- 
ized by  the  Brazilian  Government,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  in  payment 
of  loans  which  have  fallen  or  are  about  to  fall  due,  and  of  contracts* 
made  by  the  Government  for  the  construction  or  extension  of  certain 
railways.  Amortization  will  be  made  at  the  rate  of  one-half  of  1 
per  cent  per  annum. 

BBAZniAir  OOVEBNHEBT  DBOITOHT  BELIEF. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  H.  Oottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  July  29.] 

The  action  of  the  Brazilian  Federal  Congress  in  appropriating 
5,000,000  milreis  (about  $1,250,000  United  States  currency)  to  relievf 
those  sections  of  the  country  affected  by  drought  has  been  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  Republic.    The  money  is  to  be  expended  foi 

works  of  recognized  utility,  preference  to  be  given  to  such  works 
as  will  afford  employment  to  the  largest  number  of  men." 
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BAHAHA  n^UIt,  CHIPS,  AHS  TIQS  JS  COSTA  EICA. 

(Special  Ascnt  Oarrard  Harrla.] 

The  methods  of  inspecting  and  loading  bananas  hitherto  used  at 
the  ports  where  they  are  shipped  have  been  exceedingly  wasteful. 
Great  quantities  of  the  fruit  are  thrown  overboard,  one  bunch  be- 
cause it  is  a  little  bruised,  another  because  it  has  grown  too  loosely, 
another  because  it  has  less  than  eight  ''hands."  Stock  will  eat 
green  bananas,  but  the  amount  thrown  in  the  bay  at  Port  Limon 
alone,  for  example,  is  enough  to  feed  five  iimes  the  head  of  stock  in 
the  place  and  all  the  people  as  well. 

When  the  problem  of  utilizing  this  waste  was  first  taken  up,  many 
statements  had  obtained  currency  to  the  effect  that  bananas  were  a 
remedy  for  tuberculosis;  and  it  was  in  the  belief  that  a  fortune 
could  be  made  by  preparing  the  waste  fruit  to  be  used  as  a  medicine 
that  experiments  began.  Although  it  was  soon  determined  that  this 
was  a  delusion,  the  work  was  continued  with  a  view  to  putting  on 
the  market  a  nutritious  and  strengthening  food,  and  a  process  was 
finalljr  arrived  at  and  patented  in  Costa  Bica.  In  the  meanwhile,  how- 
ever, interests  in  Jamaica  had  been  working  along  the  same  lines; 
and,  as  they  had  more  capital  and  better  means  of  putting  the 
product  on  the  market,  had  managed  to  make  banana  flour  a  well- 
recognized  food  in  Europe,  and  especially  in  Glermany.  In  Ham- 
burg a  number  of  houses  reported  that  thie  difficulty  was  not  to  sell 
the  flour,  the  "  chips,"  and  the  "'  figs,"  but  to  obtain  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply for  the  demands  of  the  trade. 

How  Buutaa  "  »(•  "  and  «  CUpi »  are  lUde. 

The  banana  "figs,"  as  they  are  called,  form  a  very  palatable  and 
unusual  confection.  They  are  simply  ripe  bananas  dried  by  artificial 
heat.  The  evaporation  of  the  water  reduces  them  in  size  until  they 
are  scarcely  larger  than  a  man's  finger,  while  the  natural  sugar  in 
the  fruit  gives  a  flavor — not  that  of  a  fresh  banana,  but  one  hard  to 
describe,  not  too  sweet  and  very  agreeable.  They  are  quite  digestible. 
The  banana  "  chips  "  are  quite  like  the  potato  chips  with  which  every- 
one is  familiar.  Like  the  flour,  they  are  made  of  the  bananas  when 
not  quite  ripe.  The  vegetarians  of  England  and  Germany  have  pre- 
pared a  number  of  recipes  for  the  preparation  of  all  three  of  these 
products,  and  it  is  evident  that  in  the  utilization  of  waste  bananas  a 
food  product  of  considerable  value  has  been  set  before  the  public 

The  equipment  of  the  plants  is  very  simple  and  comparatively  in- 
expensive, and  labor  is  cheap  in  Costa  Rica.  Doubtless  the  large 
banana  exporting  companies  would  be  very  glad  indeed  to  quote  such 
prices  on  the  rejected  fruit  as  would  enable  a  factory  to  make  a  profit; 
and  the  same  is  probably  true  of  the  owners  of  the  independent  plan- 
tations, for  there  is  an  absolute  loss  on  the  bunches  that  do  not  reach 
the  standard  size,  and  they  are  only  cut  to  be  destroyed,  fed  to  the 
stock,  or  given  to  the  hands. 

Opportnnltiei  la  tbe  ladnstiy. 

When  all  this  is  considered  it  seems  as  if  a  good  opportunity  was 
being  missed  to  put  before  the  consuming  public  in  the  United  States 
a  food  that  is  highly  nutritious,  that  will  Keep  indefinitely,  and  that 
is  reasonably  cheap  and  likely  to  become  more  so  as  the  processes 
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of  manufacture  and  the  methods  of  handling  are  perfected.  The 
owneir  of  the  process  in  Costa  Eica  is  willing  to  forward  samples  on 
receipt  of  a  remittance  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  a  parcel  post 
package  (for  which  an  American  dime  may  be  sent) ;  or  he  is  willing 
to  dispose  of  the  plant  and  patent  as  he  has  not  the  capital  to  go  into 
the  business  on  a  large  scale.  His  plant  is  not  at  present  properly 
located,  as  it  is  at  San  Jose,  the  capital,  which  is  some  distance  from 
the  banana-growing  districts  and  the  ports,  and  the  rates  of  trans- 
portation from  one  to  the  other  are  very  high.  With  a  change  in  this 
respect,  however,  an  increase  of  capital,  and  the  development  of  the 
business  with  a  view  to  the  export  trade,  it  seems  reasonable  to  be- 
lieve that  something  could  be  made  of  it. 

[The  names  and  addresses  of  the  owner  of  this  process  In  Costa  Rica  and  of 
his  business  representative  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  and  will  t>e  furnished  on  request.  Samples  of  the  flour 
and  &Ka  have  also  been  received  and  will  be  loaned  if  desired.  Befer  to  file 
No.  659.]  

OPEBATIOKS  OF  THE  MANILA  RAHWAT  CO. 

All  the  steam  railway  lines  on  the  Island  of  Luzon,  in  the  Philip-t 
pines,  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  Manila  Railway  Co.  From  the 
report  of  its  annual  meeting  in  London,  which  has  just  been  received 
in  Washington,  it  appears  that  their  operations  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  showed  a  decreased  revenue.  This  is  attributed  primarily  to  the 
short  rice  crop  of  the  islands,  which  reduced  the  freight  business 
directly  and,  together  with  the  war,  further  affected  both  the  freight 
and  passenger  business  by  limiting  the  spending  power  of  the  agri- 
cultural population.  At  the  same  time  there  was  an  increase  in 
operating  expenses,  mainly  owing  to  the  opening  of  traffic  over  a  con- 
^derable  mileage  of  newly  constructed  line.  The  company  has  con- 
tracts with  the  Philippine  Government  for  the  construction  of  several 
new  lines,  with  a  guarantee  of  the  bond  issues;  and  work  on  certain 
of  these  lines  had  reached  sections  which  could  not  be  remunerative 
in  themselves  and  would  be  chiefly  sources  of  expense  until  the  por- 
tions of  the  lines  beyond  them  wefe  completed  and  opened  up.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  moreover,  it  had  been  impossible  to  sell  the 
guaranteed  bonds,  and  the  company  therefore  determined  for  the 
present  to  reduce  its  construction  to  the  minimum  necessary  to  link 
up  certain  sections  as  yet  disconnected,  an  arrangement  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Philippine  Government.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties 
the  report  emphasizes  the  fact  that  the  financial  situation  of  the  com- 
pany IS  in  general  quite  satisfactory  and  that  there  is  no  reason  to  be 
apprehensive  for  the  future  when  present  conditions  have  ceased  to 
affect  operations. 

ENGINES  ON  CANADIAN  FABHS. 

[Consul  Harry  A.  Conant,  Windsor,  Ontario,  August  81.] 

During  the  present  harvest  season  in  Ontario  several  farmers 
have  used  gasohne  en^nes  to  run  their  binders  and  horses  to  draw 
the  machines.  Something  akin  to  flood  conditions  prevailed  in  the 
townships.  The  farmers  had  to  use  gasoline  engines,  skids,  and 
extra  horses  to  get  through  the  mire. 
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PHIUFPIHE  HASDWOOBS  IV  CHOTA. 

[Coiwal  General  George  E.  Andenon,  Hongkong,  July  22.} 

So  far  this  year  the  imports  of  Philippine  hardwoods  into  South 
China  hare  not  been  as  extensive  as  usual.  The  prices  at  which  they 
are  now  offered  are  said  by  Hongkong  lumbermen  to  be  all  but  pro- 
hibitive. Singapore  and  Borneo  woods  are  to  be  had  in  the  market 
here  at  about  50  cents  local  currency  (22  cents  gold)  per  foot,  while 
the  Philippine  woods  are  quoted  at  about  twice  this  figure.  Several 
contracts  for  piling  and  similar  work  have  been  secured,  however, 
which  will  result  in  heavier  imports  later  in  the  season,  while  the 
producers  in  the  Philippines  are  making  extensive  preparations  for 

Eushing  their  trade  in  Hongkong  and  China  and  anticipate  success. 
a  a  general  way  there  is  a  splendid  market  for  all  Philippine  lumber 
and  timber  in  China  coast  ports,  especially  as  lon^  as  high  freight 
rates  from  the  United  States  militate  against  the  unport  of  Pacific 
coast  lumber.  Heretofore,  however,  there  has  been  considerable 
trouble  in  expanding  Philippine  shipments  for  the  reason  that  when 
the  demand  for  any  particular  wood  became  particularly  strong  the 
supply  has  been  apt  to  fail  at  a  critical  time.  The  result  has  usually 
been  a  broken  contract  and  dissatisfaction.  At  the  present  time, 
apparently,  high  prices  are  due  both  to  strong  demand  and  to  high 
freights. 

With  a  view  to  avoiding  some  of  the  difficulties  which  have  ariseUj 
the  Bureau  of  Forestry  at  Manila  has  prepared  sets  of  samples  of 
various  woods  in  the  islands  of  which  a  supply  can  be  counted  upon 
at  auy  time  and  which  are  also  particularly  suited  to  the  needs  of 
the  Hongkcmg  and  Chinese  markets.  These  samples  are  in  the  shape 
of  small  panels,  one  side  of  which  has  been  finished  and  polished 
and  the  other  left  plain.  One  set  has  bem  brought  to  Hongkong  and 
another  is  being  sent  to  the  Yangtse  Valley. 

Another  development  likely  to  be  of  great  benefit  in  extending  the 
export  of  Philippine  hardwoods  and  other  timber  both  to  the  China 
coast  and  to  the  nearest  portions  of  the  United  States  is  the  move- 
ment inaugurated  among  the  lumbermen  of  Mindanao  and  Sulu  in 
arranging  for  a  standard  grading  system  for  lumber  to  be  dipped 
froih  that  portion  of  the  archipelago.  The  Bureau  of  Forestry  of 
the  Philippine  Government  has  formulated  a  set  of  grading  rules 
for  the  purpose,  and  it  seems  likely  that  the  stand  taken  by  these  ex- 
porters will  force  the  adoption  of  standard  grades  for  output  of 
other  portions  of  the  islands.  One  of  the  chief  causes  of  complaint 
against  Philippine  lumber  heretofore  has  been  its  uncertain  stand- 
ards of  quality  and  irregularities  in  the  fulfillment  of  contracts, 
which  would  have  been  avoided  had  it  been  possible  to  speci:ty  recog- 
nized grades  in  the  order. 


Sweden  is  smoking  less  foreign  tobacco.  Imports  of  unmanufac- 
tured tobacco,  which  m  the  first  quarter  of  1913  amounted  to  2,605,800 
pounds  and  of  1914  to  2,888,000  pounds,  in  January-March,  1915, 
totaled  only  1 ,82 1 ,000  pounds.  Foreign  cigars  and  cigarettes  met  a  like 
fate,  imports  declining  from  222,700  pounds  in  the  first  three  months 
of  1913  and  246,900  pounds  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1904  to 
145,500  pounds  in  January-March  of  the  current  year. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  COMHEBCIAL  NOTES. 
[CoDsnl  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  August  9.] 
Oreneas  Travel. 

During  the  first  seven  months  of  1916  the  arrivals  in  New  Zea- 
land from  foreign  ports  were  5^34  and  departures  5,730,  not  includ- 
ing the  soldiers  who  have  gone  to  the  front,  against  7,824  arrivals 
and  8,902  departures  for  1914. 

Public  Sebta  of  New  Zealand. 

The  net  Government  debt  of  New  Zealand  at  the  close  of  1914  was 
$446,208,582,  which  means  a  debt  of  $408  for  each  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  Dominion,  with  a  total  real  estate  and  improvement 
valuation  of  $1,777,937,996.  The  total  debt  of  local  public  corpora- 
tions amounted  to  $109,804,027.  The  valuation  of  city  and  town  real 
estate  and  improvements  amoimt  to  $659,368,079. 

Fruit  Growing  In  New  Zealand. 

The  fruit  growers  of  New  Zealand  are  being  organized  into  a  fed- 
eration, with  the  force  of  a  trading  concern,  prepared  to  fibs  prices 
to  the  consumer,  as  well  as  assist  the  export  trade.  Much  interest  is 
taken  in  this  industry  and  the  outlook  looks  promising.  Apples, 
pears,  peaches,  grapes,  eta,  are  easily  grown  here,  and  of  excellent 
quality. 
Wheat  in  New  Zealand. 

On  July  21,  1915,  wheat  was  selling  at  Auckland  at  $1.79  per 
bushel  and  flour  at  $4.18  per  hundredweight  (112  pounds).  The  high 
price  of  wheat  and  flour  here  was  caused  by  the  shrinkage  in  the 
wheat  area  and  the  drought  in  Australia  last  year.  Indications  point 
to  better  conditions  in  this  part  of  the  world  next  year,  as  wheat 
acreage  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia  much  exceeds  last  year. 

ActlTity  in  Real  Estate  in  New  Zealand. 

Real  estate  business  was  very  active  in  New  Zealand  during  the 
year  ended  March  31,  1915,  with  a  total  of  16,163  transfers  for  the 
entire  Dominion,  of  which  6,376  were  in  the  Province  of  Auckland. 
Improved  farms  sell  in  New  Zealand  at  $25  to  $150  per  acre,  accord- 
ing to  location.  Government  land  can  be  had  at  $1.25  to  $10  per  acre, 
varying  with  location  and  quality.  All  Government  lands  may  be 
leased  for  33  years  at  an  annual  rental  of  5  per  cent  of  their  value. 
Export  of  Keat  Prom  New  Zealand. 

During  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1915,  there  were  exported 
from  New  Zealand  72,219,156  pounds  of  mutton,  68,667,809  pounds 
of  lamb,  and  38,048,73i9  pounds  of  beef,  of  which  North  Island  sup- 
plied about  65  per  cent.  Of  this  Great  Britain  purchased  135,369 
quarters  of  beef,  875,853  carcasses  of  mutton,  and  1,456,187  carcasses 
of  lamb,  from  March  4,  1916,  to  June  24,  1915,  at  a  total  cost  of 
$12,716,753,  and  steamers  are  chartered  to  take  away  as  much  more 
before  the  end  of  October  next.  During  this  time  the  price  of  beef 
cattle  has  advanced  from  $9.60  per  hundredweight  (112  pounds)  to 
$10.46,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  impression  of  those  in  position  to  know 
that  the  price  of  beef  cattle  will  reach  $12  per  hundredweight.  The 
cause  for  this  exceptionally  high  price  of  oeef  cattle  is  a  shortage 
of  marketable  sheep  and  cattle  and  the  high  price  paid  by  Great 
Britain  for  frozen  meat. 
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NOTES  OF  DTTEEESr  FROK  WlUKli'EG. 

(Consul  Oenentl  ITtederick  M.  Ryder,  Wlnalpec,  Manitoba,  Canada,  Ang.  80.] 
Silk  From  China. 

Several  carloads  of  silk  from  China  hare  passed  through  Winnipeg 
lately,  coining  from  the  Pacific  coast  over  what  is  considered  in  rail- 
way circles  here  the  natural  highway  for  oriental  traffic 

Electrlflcatton  of  Sallway  Une. 

Although  no  official  statement  has  been  made  of  the  fact,  there 
is  every  probability  that  the  newly  constructed  branch  of  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  Hallway  to  Lake  Winnipeg  will  in  the  near  future 
be  electrified,  as  well  as  the  Winnipeg  terminals,  the  company  instal- 
ling the  current  which  the  street  rauway  company  is  developing  on 
Winnipeg  Eiver.  This  will  make  a  new  and  attractive  route  to  the 
summer  resorts  on  the  lake. 
Canadian  Tlih  Trafflc  to  American  Cities. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  through  service  between  Prince  Rupert 
and  Winnipeg  over  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  upward  of  a 
million  pounds  of  fresh  fish  in  refrigerator  cars  have  been  shipped 
from  Prince  Bupert  each  month  consigned  principally  to  New  York, 
Boston,  and  Chicago  houses.  When  sales  are  effected  in  transit  these 
consignments  are  made  through  an  agent  of  the  Canadian  Fish  & 
Cold  Storage  Co.,  located  at  Winnipeg.  It  is  said  that  the  catch  this 
year  will  1^  greater  in  quantity  and  value  than  last  year,  during 
which  period  the  annual  revenue  from  this  industry  exceeded 
$2,000,000. 

"Xadeln  Canada." 

Local  manufacturers  are  making  every  effort  to  supply  the  markets 
with  such  articles  as  have  heretofore  been  imported  from  Germany, 
France,  Russia,  and  Belgium.  An  aggressive  advertising  campaign 
has  been  instituted,  appealing  to  the  loyalty  of  Canadians  to  pur- 
chase only  articles  "  made  in  Canada."  There  is  an  apparent  short- 
age in  the  supply  of  dried  fruits,  owing  to  the  interruption  of  ship- 
ments from  Mediterranean  ports,  and  this  would  seem  a  favorable 
opportunity  for  increasing  importations  in  this  line  from  California. 

Hall  Orden  Affected. 

Since  the  war  tax  of  7i  per  cent  on  general  imports  became  effec- 
tive the  customs  revenue  has  shown  a  decided  falling  off.  Officials 
in  the  local  customs  branch,  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  effects 
of  recent  war  measures  up<m  customs  receipts,  claim  that  American 
mail-order  houses  are  the  principal  sufferers  as  a  result  of  the  addi- 
tional duty.  Previous  to  the  war  a  vast  quantity  of  mail-order  goods 
came  from  well-known  establishments  m  United  States,  but  since 
the  imposition  of  the  new  tax  much  of  this  trade  has  been  diverted 
to  Canadian  concerns  in  this  line  of  business. 


Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer  reports  that  the  Hartwig-Kantorowics 
A.  G.  in  Posen,  one  of  the  largest  liquor  and  bitters  manufacturers 
in  Germany,  and  the  only  exporter  of  these  goods  from  the  Breslau 
consular  district,  will  pay  a  12  per  cent  dividend,  the  same  as  lost 
year. 
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wnnnPEG  as  a  kabeet  fos  fruit. 

[CoDsal  Oeneral  Frederick  M.  Byder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada,  Aug.  24.] 

There  is  probably  no  city  in  Canada  where  the  consumption  of 
foreign  fruit  is  greater  than  in  Winnipeg.  That  this  consumption 
should  be  above  normal  at  the  present  time  is  singular,  considering 
war  conditions  generally  and  the  absence  of  about  20,000  men  at 
the  front. 

During  the  first  two  weeks  of  August  20  carloads  of  select  Cali- 
fornia peaches  were  sold  direct  to  jobbers,  besides  several  consign- 
ments of  inferior  fruit  that  were  disposed  of  at  auction.  An  even 
greater  quantity  could  have  be6n  sold  had  it  not  been  for  the  arrival 
of  large  shipments  of  pears  from  Washington  and  the  Middle  West- 
em  States. 
Local  Supplies  Xainly  from  American  Orchards. 

Practically  all  of  the  fruit  sold  in  this  locality  is  from  the  United 
States  (chiefly  California,  Washington,  and  Oregon),  there  being  no 
large  orchards  in  the  Prairie  Provinces.  An  average  of  a  car  each 
of  plums,  peaches,  pears,  and  apricots  is  being  unloaded  daily,  and  a 
considerable  quantity  of  the  fruit  consigned  to  local  commission 
houses  is  sold  before  reaching  Winnipeg.  Grapes  are  arriving,  but 
the  Tokays  will  not  be  in,  in  any  quantities,  before  Septemfe  1; 

{>robably  50  carloads  will  be  disposed  of  by  local  firms.  Carload 
ots  of  apples  in  boxes  and  barrels  are  being  received  daUy  from 
Washington,  Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Illinois;  this  fruit  is  of  selected 
varieties  and  retails  at  $4.75  a  barrel. 

The  fir^  pears  and  apples  to  appear  in  this  market  come  from 
southern  Michigan  and  Illinois.    Next  come  those  from  Oregon  and 
Washington,  the  latter  having  the  more  extensive  sale.     Selected 
Bartlett  pears  are  cheaper  than  apples  here  at  present. 
Low  Prices  for  Peaches  and  Plums. 

Shippers  in  Washington  stated  early  in  the  season  that  the  price 
for  peaches  would  not  be  less  than  $0.40  a  crate  to  the  grower  this 
summer,  but  they  are  now  selling  them  at  $0.30 — at  which  figure  it 
does  not  pay  to  grow  the  fruit.  Peaches  and  plums  will  be  retailed 
in  Winnipeg  this  season  as  low  as  $0.90  to  $1  per  crate.  A  new  de- 
parture in  fruit  selling  occurred  in  the  spring,  when  one  of  the  large 
department  stores  of  this  city  disposed  of  a  carload  of  cherries  in 
less  than  two  hours  at  $0.50  per  basicet. 

[A  list  of  Winnipeg  firms  handling  fruit  open  a  commission  basis  may  be  had 
upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  65287.] 

FOEEION  VESSELS  ADMITTED  TO  AMEBICAN  EEGISTBT. 

During  the  week  ended  September  4,  1915,  there  was  admitted  to 
American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  one  vessel,  the 
steam  yacht  Gasiana,  formerly  the  American-owned  undocumented 
steam  yacht  GassandrcL,  1,227  gross  tons,  now  owned  by  Edward  L. 
Doheny,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


Vessels. 


Gross 
tons. 


Totiil,  July  1, 1915,  to  Sept.  4, 1915... 
Total,  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  UU. 

Grand  total 


14 
US 


42,  IM 
523,351 


162 


(65,505 
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nrcEEAsnra  kahwat  hil£aoe  di  cahada. 

(Conaal  Qeneral  Itederlck  M.  Rjder,  WlnolpeK,  Manitoba,  Ang.  17.] 

The  annual  report  of  the  Dominion  Cioniptroller  of  Railway  Sta- 
tistics for  the  fiscal  year  1914,  which  has  just  come  from  the  press, 
states  that  the  aggregate  of  railway  milea^  officially  regarded  as 
being  in  operation  on  June  30, 1914,  was  30^95,  or  1,492  miles  more 
than  on  the  corresponding  date  oi  1913.  Distributed  among  the 
various  Provinces  the  operating  mileage  of  Canadian  railways  during 
the  past  eight  years  was : 


FroTinces. 

1807 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1013 

1913 

1914 

Ontario ....•..■..••>■> 

mia. 

7,638 
3,51« 
3,074 
2,025 
1,333 
1,686 
1,503 
1,3» 
267 
91 

Miten. 
7,933 
S,S74 
3,111 
2,031 
1,323 
1,733 

i;eo9 

267 
91 

UUa. 
8,229 
3,663 
3,203 
2,631 
1.331 
1,796 
1547 
1,351 
269 
91 

Uila. 

8,230 
S79S 
3,221 
2,932 
1,488 
1,832 
1,522 
1,351 
360 
91 

MUa. 
8,322 
3,883 
3  446 
3,121 
1494 
1,843 
1,548 
1,354 
280 
101 

laia. 

8,546 
3,883 
3,530 
3,754 
i;807 

'•IS 

103 

Mtlt*. 
9,000 
3,986 
S,993 
4,651 
3.313 
1,951 
1846 

279 
103 
22S 

una. 

9,3St 
4,043 

Manitoba 

4,076 
5,08* 

Alberta 

3,&4S 

1,97» 

1839 

1,366 

279 

British  Columbia 

Nflw  Bnmswlck 

Nora  Scotia 

Y^lrnn , 

101 

In  United  States 

224 

Total      

22,453 

22,960 

34,103 

24,731 

25,380 

36,738 

29,301 

30,  ]» 

The  mileage  in  the  United  States  is  special  in  character.  It  con- 
sists wholly  of  those  sections  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  Canadian 
Northern,  for  example,  that  happen  to  cross  American  territory  and 
form  parts  of  continuous  lines  passing  from  one  part  of  Canada  to 
another.  A  very  large  railway  mileage  in  the  United  States  is 
owned  by  Canadian  corporations,  but  none  of  this  is  included  in  the 
foregoing  table. 

CapitaUsatioii,  Eamlngrs,  and  OperatliiK  Expensei. 

The  capitalization  of  Canadian  roads  increased  by  $276,990,069 
during  the  year,  and  is  now  nearing  the  two  biUion  mark,  the  exact 
figure  being  $1,808,820,761.  If  the  stocks  and  bonds  outstanding  for 
railways  under  construction  are  taken  into  account,  the  final  aggre- 
gate of  capitalization  is  $1,962,128,070.  Dividends  on  stock  in  1914 
amounted  to  $30,434,601,  or  $3,101,228  more  than  in  1913.  The  in- 
terest charges  on  aU  bonds  were  met  in  full. 

The  year  was  not  nearly  so  profitable  for  the  railways  as  the 
one  preceding.  Net  earnings  were  $64,108,280,  or  $10,582,783  lees 
than  in  1913.  There  was  a  decrease  of  $13,619,164  in  gross  earn- 
ings, which  totaled  $243,083,539 ;  against  which  there  was  a  decrease 
of  $3,036,431  in  operating  expenses,  which  amounted  to  $178,975,259 
in  1914.  The  ratio  of  operating  expenses  to  gross  earnings  was 
73.63  as  against  70.9  in  1913.  The  rapid  increase  in  new  mileage 
during  the  past  few  years  is  evidently  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
country's  demands  lor  freight  and  i>assenger  facilities,  and  the 
falling  off  in  net  earnings,  coupled  with  the  immense  decrease  in 
capitalization,  is  one  reason  for  the  i)re8ent  application  to  the  rail« 
way  commission  for  an  increase  in  freight  rates. 

Figures  as  to  railway  employees  and  wag;es  show  that  during  the 
year  there  was  a  further  slight  advance  in  the  average  rates  of 
remuneration.  The  aggregate  of  salaries  and  wages  paid  to  the 
159,142  employees  was  $111,762,972. 
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Sew  Xllease— Aids  to  Ballwayi. 

The  western  Provinces  had  by  far  the  largest  mileage  under  con- 
struction in  1914.  In  Alberta  there  were  3,054  miles  of  new  line 
surveyed,  805  miles  under  contract,  and  1,189  completed  but  not  yet 
in  operation ;  in  Saskatchewan,  3,458  miles  surveyed,  340  under  con- 
tract, and  555  miles  completed  but  not  in  operation;  in  British 
Columbia,  3,578  miles  surveyed,  1,235  imder  contract,  and  698  miles 
completed  but  not  in  operation ;  in  Manitoba,  354  miles  surveyed,  108 
under  contract,  and  134  completed  but  not  in  operation ;  in  Ontario, 
532  miles  of  new  lines  surveyed,  IjS^l  under  contract,  and  836  miles 
completed  but  not  in  operation.  For  the  whole  Dominion  the  mile- 
age in  process  of  construction  during  the  fiscal  year  1914  totaled 
11,472  surveyed,  5,521  under  contract,  and  3,417  completed  but  not  in 
operation. 

The  comptroller's  report  further  shows  that  aid  to  the  amount  of 
$640,081,805  in  cash  and  bond  guaranties,  exclusive  of  land  grants, 
had  been  granted  or  authorized  to  Canadian  railways  by  Federal  and 
Provincial  Governments  and  by  municipalities  up  to  June  30,  1914. 
At  that  time  land  grants  had  totaled  43,613,949  acres,  whose  value 
might  safely  be  estimated  at  $10  per  acre. 

la  1914  alone  cash  aid  to  the  railways  totaled  $16,106,319,  of  which 
the  Dominion  contributed  $15,583,059.  These  payments  brought  the 
account  up  to  the  following  position:  By  the  Dominion,  $178,834,529; 
by  the  Provinces,  $37,023,275;  by  municipalities,  $17,914,836;  total  in 
cash  grants  to  June  30, 1914,  $233,772,640. 

Land  grants  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1914  had  been  distributed 
as  follows:  By  the  Dominion,  31,864,074  acres;  Province  of  Quebec, 
1,198,650;  British  Columbia,  8,119,221  acres;  New  Brunswick, 
1,647,772  acres;  Nova  Scotia,  160,000  acres;  Ontario,  624,232  acres; 
total,  43,613,949  acres. 

Bond  Onaranties. 

The  total  of  bond  guaranties  authorized  to  the  railways  is  no  less 
a  sum  than  $406,259,165.  Of  this,  however,  only  $268,710,264  has 
been  executed  and  only  $235,473,394  earned.  The  Dominion  has,  of 
course,  pledged  its  credit  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  of  the  Prov^ 
inces,  the  bonds  which  it  has  guaranteed  to  the  railways  totaling 
$188,965,063,  of  which  $127,965,^3  has  been  earned.  British  Colum- 
bia, with  a  population  proportionately  very  much  smaller,  comes 
second  with  $80,322,072  guaranteed,  of  which  $30,647,072  has  been 
earned.  Alberta  is  next  with  $55,810,450  guaranteed  and  $17,561,778 
earned;  Saskatchewan,  $41,625,000  guaranteed  and  $21,65l!459 
earned;  Manitoba,  $25,221,580  guaranteed  and  $24,589,057  earned; 
Ontario,  $7,860,000  guaranteed  and  earned ;  New  Brunswick,  $6,063,- 
000  guaranteed  and  $4,806,965  earned;  and  Quebec  with  the  small 
total  of  $392,000  guaranteed  and  earned. 


The  awarding  of  the  agency  for  the  whole  of  Sweden  to  a  Gote- 
borg  firm  by  an  American  manufacturer  of  X-ray  apparatus  and 
the  sale  of  at  least  11,500  tons  of  American  coal  to  the  State  railways 
and  private  interests  were  brought  about  through  information  sup- 
plied by  the  Goteborg  consulate. 
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THE  HABEET  FOB  CONTECTIOHEBT  DT  JAPAH. 
[Interpreter  Henry  B.  Hlteheo^  Ameriom  eomnilate  general,  YAohaiaa.] 

In  1914  Japan  imported  271,047  pounds  of  confectionery,  cakes, 
jam,  and  fruit  jelly  having  an  aggregate  value  of  $47,187.  Of  these 
imports  Great  Britain  supplied  198,838  pounds  (value  $31,697)  and 
the  United  States  40,132  pounds  (value  $8,787) . 

Great  Britain's  dominance  of  the  market  is  due  to  large  importa- 
tions of  cakes  and  jams  from  that  country.  In  candies  alone  the 
United  States  makes  a  more  favorable  showing.  American  .candies, 
when  fresh,  are  considered  superior  to  those  of  other  coimtries,  but 
the  more  careful  methods  of  packing  employed  by  manufacturers 
in  other  countries  prevent  rapid  deterioration  and  their  products  are 
in  greater  favor  with  dealers. 
Small  Tin  Boxes  the  Best  Container. 

The  warm  and  humid  summer  climate  of  Japan  calls  for  special 
care  in  packing  candies — chocolates  especially.  European  shippers 
wrap  each  bonbon  in  tin  foil  and  pack  the  confections  in  small  tin 
boxes  or  cans,  with  a  layer  of  paper  shavings  at  top  and  bottom.  By 
usiiig  containers  of  small  size  the  candies  are  saved  from  being 
crushed. 

In  contrast  to  this  the  American  manufacturer  uses  the  same  con- 
tainer employed  for  the  home  market,  and  the  practice  of  packing 
several  layers  of  bonbons  one  upon  the  other  detracts  considerably 
from  the  appearance  of  the  candies  if  the  weather  has  been  warm 
enough  to  soften  them  to  any  extent  The  same  is  true  if  the  ship- 
ment has  been  placed  in  a  warm  part  of  the  hold  of  the  vessel,  when 
deterioration  starts  before  the  goods  reach  Japan.  Under  the  best 
conditions  the  candies  in  the  lower  layers  are  often  stuck  togetiber, 
and  in  many  cases  the  chocolate  coating  is  broken  and  the  fondant 
spoiled  by  hardening. 

To  do  away  with  these  drawbacks  candies  should  be  packed  in 
boxes  of  one  layer  only,  and  if  not  in  tin  boxes  at  least  in  packages 
carefully  protected  by  waxed  coverings  from  the  effects  of  the  humid 
atmosphere. 
The  Tokohaaia  Demand — ^Import  Duties. 

The  demand  for  the  finer  grades  of  candies  in  Yokohama  is  almost 
entirelv  confined  to  the  foreign  population,  which  numbers,  exclu- 
sive of  Chinese,  about  6,000.  This  commimity  has,  however,  a  some- 
what larger  purchasing  power  than  a  community  of  the  same  size 
would  have  in  America. 

The  Japanese,  thoiigh  as  a  race  fond  of  sweets,  are  not  especially 
fond  of  rich  sweets.  Their  confectionery  has  a  smaller  proportion  of 
sugar  than  is  the  case  in  America.  There  is  a  duty  of  32  yen  per  100 
kin  ($12.05  per  100  pounds),  including  receptacles,  on  confectionery 
and  cakes,  and  on  jams,  fruit  Jellies,  etc.,  a  duty  of  17.50  yen  per  100 
kin  ($6.59  per  100  pounds).  In  competing  with  the  domestic  product 
it  would  be  necessary  to  select  candies  which  could  be  retailed  in  spite 
of  the  duty  at  $0.15  to  $0.40  a  pound,  and  which  would  keep  well  in 
inexpensive  containers. 

[The  addresses  of  two  Yokohama  and  three  Tokyo  Importers  of  confectionery 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oonuneroe  or  its 
branch  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  66238.] 
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DEABTS  OF  WIHSOW  GLASS  AT  CHAHOSHA. 

[Consnl  Nelson  Trader  JobMon  Cbangsba,  Chimi,  July  16.] 

Changsha  dealers  state  that  there  is  a  dearth  of  window  glass  due 
chiefly  to  the  war  in  Europe,  which  has  cut  off  their  main  source  of 
supply,  Belgium.  The  requirements  of  this  market  are  indicated  by 
the  imports  at  Changsha  during  the  last  several  years.  In  1909 
such  imports  totaled  5,796  cases;  in  1910,  7,318  cases;  in  1911,  6,215 
cases;  1912,  9,188  cases;  1913,  11,057  cases;  and  1914,  8,667  cases. 
It  is  said  that  there  is  at  present  but  20,000  cases  of  Belgian  glass 
held  in  stock  in  the  three  ports  of  Shanghai,  Hankow,  and  Changsha. 

The  sizes  of  window  glass  imported  range  from  12  by  16  to  32  by 
42  inches.  The  most  popular  sizes  are  16  by  24, 18  by  26,  and  20  by 
80  inches.  The  method  of  retailing  the  glass  varies,  some  shops  sell- 
ing by  weight  while  others  sell  by  the  square  foot.  The  glass  is  usu- 
ally packed  100  square  feet  to  the  case.  Japanese  glass  is  packed 
with  straw;  American  glass  has  been  received  in  good  condition 
packed  in  hay.  The  cases  are  securely  made  of  one-half  and  three- 
fourth  inch  boards,  with  cleats. 

Local  dealers  buy  from  importing  houses  at  Hankow  and  Shang- 
hai ;  they  have  no  means  of  dealing  direct  with  the  American  manu- 
facturer. It  would  therefore  be  advisable  to  get  in  touch  with  the 
foreign  import  houses  in  the  cities  named.  It  is  also  strongly  urged 
that  glass  shii>ped  from  the  United  States  be  so  marked  that  its 
American  origin  can  be  clearly  distinguished.  The  Chinese  buy, 
largely  by  the  established  "chop"  or  trade-mark,  and  it  is  advisable 
to  begin  to  build  up  the  popularity  of  trade-marks  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  entry  of  the  American  manufacturer  into  this  field. 

[The  window-glass  situation  at  Hongkong  was  discussed  In  Commebce  Re- 
POBTS  for  Apr.  8,  June  12,  and  July  29, 1916 ;  the  Hankow  market  was  reviewed 
In  the  issue  tor  Mar.  1  laot.] 


SCABCITT  OF  LABOS  FOS  NEW  ZEALARB  HABVESTS. 
[Consol  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Jnly  31.] 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  laborers,  farmers  in  New  Zealand  have 
begun  thus  early  to  arrange  for  help  to  gather  what  promises  to  be  a 
record  crop  of  wheat  and  oats.  The  oat  harvest  begms  in  the  North 
Island  in  December  and  ends  in  the  South  Island  at  the  end  of  Jan- 
uary or  beginning  of  February,  while  the  wheat  harvest  begins  in 
January  and  ends  in  April  in  the  extreme  south.  Preparations  are 
being  made  for  a  large  increase  in  acreage  in  most  parts  of  the 
Dominion. 

The  Departments  of  Labor  and  Public  Works  have  promised  to 
aid  and  even  to  go  so  far  as  to  close  down  some  of  the  public  works 
so  the  men  could  be  released  for  this  work.  It  is  really  considered 
quite  an  important  matter,  and  it  would  seem  that  here  is  an  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  more  of  the  up-to-date  labor-saving  harvest  and 
thrashing  machinery  in  so  general  use  at  home.  It  is  still  the  custom 
here  to  stack  most  of  the  grain  before  thrashing,  which  seems  to  be 
done  to  allow  fewer  thrashing  machines  to  do  the  work.  Thrashing 
in  the  south  is  not  generally  finished  before  the  1st  of  June. 
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(Coaral  Oesetal  1.  L  BrtttaU.  Sjdaej,  AMtiaUa.] 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  city  of  almost  800,000  inhabitants,  dee- 
tiical  power  is  available  in  Sydney  to  consumers  throoghoot  the 
municipal  area.  The  city  council  and  not  a  private  company  con- 
trols the  power  plant,  the  chief  electrical  engmeer  being  Mr.  H.  B, 
Forbes  Mackay,  who  combines  with  his  duties  as  electrical  engineer 
the  administration  of  the  power-sales  department.  The  total  capacity 
of  the  plant  in  kilowatts  is  15,000  alternating  current  and  15,000 
direct  current.  The  alternating  current  is  of  50  cycles  frequency  and 
the  phase  ordinarily  used  for  motors  is  three.  The  voltage  cus- 
tomarily used  for  motors  is  240  tot  either  alternating  or  direct 
current. 

The  municipal  council  is  not  engaged  in  the  importation  and  sale 
of  motors  to  consumers,  this  business  being  exclusively  in  the  hands 
of  regidarly  established  commercial  houses,  some  of  which  carry 
fairly  extensive  stocks  and  others  import  on  indent  only.  Australia 
being  a  British  dependency,  British  makes  of  electric  motors  are  in 
firm  request,  but  there  would  appear  to  be  a  fairly  good  field  for 
American  wares  if  the  interested  manufacturers  were  prepared  to 
wait  some  time  for  results. 

It  is  safe  to  estimate  the  number  of  local  manufacturing  plants 
that  use  electric  power  at  over  400,  with  a  current  consumption  of 
about  2,500  kilowatts.  There  are  no  industrial  plants  generating 
their  own  electrical  power  in  the  city.  Although  not  primarily  a 
'manufacturing  community,  recent  years  have  witnessed  considerable 
developmeat  in  this  direction,  and  there  are  now  in  operation  numer- 
ous relatively  small  factories  for  the  production  of  ordinary  neces- 
sities. Macmne  shops  of  the  local  shipyards  and  Government-owned 
railways  are  well  equipped  and  offer  an  attractive  field  for  investi- 
gation by  the  American  manufacturer  of  electrical  lines.  Mention 
must  also  be  made  of  the  small  arms  factory  at  Lithgow,  New 
South  Wales. 

[A  list  of  the  leading  Sydney  concerns  dealing  in  electrical  snpplies  and  ma- 
chine tools  may  be  bad,  npon  application,  from  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.   Befer  to  file  No.  65230.] 


HEW  TOBE  BAHK  OFEHS  BSAITCH  Df  CUBA. 
(CoBSiU  Henry  M.  Woleott,  detailed  •■  t1<«  coorat  at  Habana,  Aug.  21.] 

A  noteworthy  step  in  the  development  of  Cuban  banking  facilities 
was  the  opening  of  the  West  Indian  branch  of  the  National  City 
Bank  of  New  York  in  Habana  on  August  21,  this  institution  having 
acquired  the  quarters  of  the  Bank  of  Habana,  which  recently  moved 
into  its  new  building.  A  feature  of  importance  to  American  firms 
in  the  Latin  American  export  trade  is  the  commercial  agency  de- 
partment in  connection  with  the  National  City  Bank.  The  office  of 
commercial  agent  in  Habana  is  held  by  Mr.  Claude  Y.  Allnutt,  a 
man  of  fitting  experience  and  training,  who  has  for  more  than  two 
years  served  in  a  similar  capacity  with  the  Bank  of  Habana. 

The  West  Indian  branch  of  the  National  City  Bank  in  all  its  de- 
partments is  well  fitted  to  take  care  of  the  large  business  that  un- 
doubtedly will  fall  to  its  lot 
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CHEMNITZ  EXPOBTS  TO  UiriTED  STATES. 

[Consul  Jobn  Q.  Wood,  Chemnits,  Qerman;,  Aug.  2.] 

There  has  been  a  decided  decrease  in  the  exports  from  the  Chem- 
nitz district  to  the  United  -States  during  the  first  half  of  1915,  but 
not  so  great  as  would  be  expected  to  result  from  the  difficulties  in 
shipping. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1915  exports  from  this  district  to 
America  amounted  to  $1,724,374,  in  comparison  with  $3,507,986  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1914;  in  the  Jime  quarter,  1915,  there 
was  a  still  greater  falling  oflf  to  $1,027,961,  compared  with  $3,279,098 
in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  Cotton  gloves  made  a  very 
good  comparative  showing,  and  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the 
shipments  of  paper  wall  pockets  over  those  in  the  corresponding 
period  in  1914.  Woolen  goods  have  not  been  shipped  since  the  Gov- 
ernment prohibition  went  into  effect. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  $500,000  worth  of  Chemnitz  goods  are 
still  in  storage  at  Rotterdam.  Practically  all  were  ordered  in  the  lat- 
ter months  of  1914  or  early  in  1915. 

Comparative  values  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  this 
consular  district  for  the  quarters  ended  in  March  and  June,  1914  and 
1915,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate,  were : 


Articles. 


Hatch  quarter. 


1S14 


MIS 


Jane  quarter. 


1014 


ItlS 


Beads  and  beaded  goods. . . 

Buttons 

Cotton  goods 

Gloves: 

Cotton 

Leather  

Silk 

Wool 

Hosiery: 

Cotton 

8Uk ; 

Wool 

Linen  goods  

Machinery 

Machine  needles,  knitting. 

Paper  goods 

Silk  goods 

Toys  and  dolls 

Woolen  goods 

All  other  goods 


t74,141 
92,628 
236,805 

792,639 

310, 124 

3,352 

2,  £32 

1,004,843 

10,184 

3,329 

120, 3SS 

218,744 

43,693 

36,459 

34,876 

19,403 

412,394 

71,156 


t37,414 
18,855 
63,165 

694, oes 

180,025 

3,416 

642 

381,561 
2.670 


66,065 
82,842 
33,106 
60,170 
6,619 
18,450 
43,761 
31,512 


$68,979 
39,336 
153,987 

712,748 

130,835 

3,460 

40,743 

661,492 

10,571 

11,673 

153,987 

248,395 

36,474 

94,703 

3S,015 

165,441 

632,533 

86,626 


$11,564 
4,945 
27,743 

£15,258 

80,368 

12,254 

1,046 

151,636 


30,483 
15,863 
29,330 
65,840 

1,832 
66,704 

1,365 
21, 137 


Totals 3,507, 


1,724,374 


3,279,098 


1,027,961 


FOBHEE  OEBMAN  STEAMEB  IN  lUMBEB  TBADE. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancouver,  Canada,  Aug.  27.] 

The  British  steamer  Grahamland,  formerly  the  German  steamer 
Josephena,  is  the  first  captured  German  vessel  to  reach  this  coast 
during  the  present  war.  It  arrived  in  British  Columbia  ports  a  few 
days  ago  for  the  purpose  of  loading  1,250,000  feet  of  lumber  for 
Liverpool,  England. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  tonnage  on  the  Pacific  the  British  Govern- 
ment, at  the  request  of  the  Provincial  Government,  chartered  the  ves- 
sel to  the  Provincial  Forestry  Department  and  was  rechartered  to  a 
local  lumber  concern  for  the  above-named  voyage.  It  is  reported 
that  a  nmnber  of  similar  vessels  will  be  placed  in  this  trade  in  the 
near  f  utiure. 
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CHDTA  PBEPABED  TO  ABVZBTISE  AKEBICAH  GOODS. 

That  the  recent  tour  of  the  United  States  by  the  honorary  com- 
mercial commissioners  of  the  Republic  of  China  was  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  the  visitors  from  the  Far  East  and  will  result  in  cordial 
and  mutuallj'  advantageous  commercial  relations  is  attested  in  a  let- 
ter just  received  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  from  Mr.  David  Z.  T.  Yui,  the  honorary 
secretan^  of  the  commission. 

Mr.  Yui  is  enthusiastic  concerning  the  bright  prospects  of  aug- 
mented trade  and  increased  helpfulness  between  tne  two  great  Re- 
publics. He  expressed  the  keenest  appreciation  of  the  commission's 
reception  in  America,  saying  that  it  "has  been  overwhelmed  with 
your  wonderful  hospitality  and  sincere  goodness."  He  suggests  that 
the  United  States  and  China  should  '*  jom  hands  to  make  ute  best  use 
of  present  opportunities." 

Mr.  Yui  IS  in  charge  of  the  lecture  department  of  the  national 
committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  China,  and 
he  defines  his  work  as  an  eflfort  to  enlighten  all  classes  of  people  in 
the  advancement  of  modem  civilization.  At  present  there  are  m  his 
department  these  divisions :  Science,  health,  conservation,  education, 
and  visual  instruction.  The  lectures  of  these  divisions  each  year 
reach  thousands  of  officials,  scholars,  students,  and  business  men 
throughout  China  and  are  received  with  the  most  earnest  interest. 

Mr.  Yui's  department  will,  he  says,  be  exceedingly  glad  to  receive 
at  any  time  literature  and  materials  of  an  educational  nature,  par- 
ticularly lantern  slides,  motion-picture  films,  charts,  maps,  and  pic- 
tures on  any  subjects  relating  to  industry  and  commerce. 

He  requests  that  American  manufacturing  and  industrial  firms 
be  informed  of  the  readiness  of  the  visual-mstruction  division  to 
make  full  use  of  advertising  materials  in  the  form  of  slides,  films, 
pictures,  or  similar  illustrative  material.  Considerable  material  of 
this  kind  has  already  been  received  from  one  of  the  great  transcon- 
tinental railways,  a  manufacturing  concern  in  Ohio  of  international 
reputation,  and  various  other  companies  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Yui  is  convinced  that  the  furnishing  of  such  things  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Chinese  people  will  be  of  substantial  benefit  to  both  parties 
concerned,  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  American  manufac- 
turers are  emphasized  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce. At  present  such  materials  are  being  sent  out  each  month  by 
the  visual-instruction  division  through  its  five  circuits  in  North, 
South,  East,  Central,  and  West  China. 

Mr.  Yui  speaks  of  another  way  in  which,  he  feels  sure,  trade  maj 
be  increased  and  friendly  relations  strengthened.  Chinese  students, 
after  graduation  from  a  college  or  university  in  the  United  States 
and  before  returning  to  China,  often  find  it  difficult  to  secure  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  needed  experience  along  the  line  of  work  in 
which  they  have  been  trained.  They  do  not  intend,  of  course,  to  settle 
down  in  America,  but  they  do  need  technical  experience  in  some  firm, 
factory,  or  office  to  supplement  their  theoretical  knowledge.  Such 
opportunities  would  be  gratefully' appreciated  and  would  afford,  to 
the  firms  granting  them,  not  only  desirable  publicity  but  a  means  of 
practical  commercial  penetraticm  in  the  Chinese  field.    Mr.  Yui 
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hopes  that  through  the  good  offices  of  those  engaged  in  American 
trade  promotion,  Chinese  students  may,  in  the  luture",  obtain  such 
places.  He  mentions,  in  passing,  that  he  has  been  assured  by  a  tele- 
gram from  the  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Labor  that  all 
embarrassments  to  Chinese  students  when  landing  at  San  Francisco 
will  be  removed. 

.  Mr.  Yui's  letter  was  written  on  the  steamship  Manchuria,  en  route 
to  Honolulu.  In  his  reply,  Dr.  Pratt  expressed  his  lively  interest  in 
the  suggestions  brought  forward  by  the  honorary  secretary  and  his 
ardent  desire  to  witness  their  realization. 


AUEBICAN  TRADE  F0£  ONE  WEEK. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
September  4,  1915,  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  follow : 


Districts. 


Imports. 


Duties  col- 
'  lected. 


Exports. 


Georgia  (Savannati) 

Mas^ebusetts  (Boston) 

New  York ».. 

Philadelplila 

Haryland  (Baltimore). . 
Virginia  (Norlblli).;.... 

New  Orleans 

Oalveston 

San  Francisco 

Washlngt<»i  (Seattle) .. 

Boflalo 

Chicago 

Michigan  (Detroit) 

Total 


S5,204 

2,41S,4S8 

20,770,210 

923,107 

M5,437 

67S,»41 

1,874,178 

101,854 

1,788,200 

1,711,964 

£08,035 

673,043 

558,728 


t35e 

161,486 

2,896,658 

204,544 

18,318 

1,«14 

21,465 

1,467 

83,697 

12,114 

6,060 

140,581 

23,115 


S2, 209, 130 
34,085,003 
4,764,253 
1,283,926 
2,929,603 
2,516,081 
1,803,983 
2,512,883 
2,167,709 
1,373,168 
1,285,097 
3,140,360 


32,454,4n 


3,531,478 


60,071,198 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  ending  September  4  in  the  13  customs  districts 
of  $27,616,721.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  92  per  cent  of  the 
import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  transactions 
in  June,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  September  4  amounted  to 
29,246  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximately 
170,258  bales. 

The  value  of  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  at  the 
13  ports  for  the  10  weeks  ended  September  4  follows : 


Weelc  ending- 


Imports. 


Duties  col- 
lected. 


Exports. 


Excess  of 
exports. 


•July  3... 
July  10., 
July  17. 
July  24. 
July  31., 
■Aug.  7. 
Aug.  14 
Aug.  21 
■Aug.  28 
Sept.  4., 


$29, 898, 465 
23,120,932 
32,908,191 
31,213,917 
30.258,698 
34,2»4,2S2 
22,436,970 
32,198,560 
27.042,725 
32,454,477 


$3, 169, 
2, 734, 
3, 778, 
3, 762, 
3,094, 
3,432, 
3,31)4, 
3,401, 
3,188, 
3,531, 


442,243 

801,146 
270,  .5.W 
122, 360 
2.34,569 
239,737 
266,373 
823,833 
311, 7M 
071, 19S 


$20,545,778 
17,074,214 
7, 362, 362 
22,911.S,443 
23,975,871 
13,94.5,455 
28,829.397 
18,625,275 
33.269.a?9 
27, 016,  721 
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coirsTftvcnov  woke  abboab. 

AUSTBAXIA. 
[Conanl  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobsrt,  Tasm&nU,  July  27.] 
Hobart  Elrnlet  DiTenlon. 

For  developing  the  water  front  on  the  Derwent  River,  north  of 
Ocean  Pier,  it  was  found  that  it  would  be  necessair  to  change  the 
bed  of  the  Hobart  Rivulet,  which  empties  into  the  Derwent  at  that 
place.  The  only  eflfective  way  that  the  course  of  the  Robart  Rivulet 
could  be  changed  so  as  to  permit  the  full  development  of  this  tract 
of  water  front,  was  to  construct  a  tunnel  under  the  Domain,  which 
tunnel  will  carry  the  waters  of  the  Hobart  Rivulet  into  the  Derwent 
about  half  a  mile  above  the  present  mouth. 

The  cost  of  the  work  will  be  about  $150,000,  which  will  be  paid 
equally  by  the  State  of  Tasmania,  the  city  of  Hobart,  and  the  Marine 
Board  of  Hobart.  The  largest  item  of  the  cost  will  be  for  con- 
structing the  timnel  which  will  be  about  2,000  feet  long,  14  feet 
wide,  and  12  feet  high,  and  will  have  to  1^  blasted  through  rock  about 
80  per  cent  of  its  length. 

The  work  will  be  done  by  contract,  and  the  machinery,  explosives, 
and  other  necessary  materials  are  being  obtained  from  local  dealers. 

HETBOEKLAHSS. 
[Consul  Frank  W.  Habln,  Amsterdam,  Ans.  18.] 
Street  Widening  In  AmsterdMa. 

The  busy  Yyzel  Street  in  this  city  is  to  be  widened,  for  about  600 
feet  of  its  length,  from  a  present  width  of  23  feet  to  72  feet.  The 
rest  of  the  street,  some  1,500  feet,  which  is  about  30  feet  wide,  will 
not  be  broadened  at  present. 

Work  has  now  begun  on  this  improvement,  to  complete  which  will 
require  two  years.  The  buildings  along  one  side  of  the  street  will  be 
torn  away  and  two  stone  bridges  across  canals  must  be  widened.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  work  can  not  be  learned. 

Some  fine  business  structures  are  planned  for  the  widened  tiior- 
oughf  are,  among  them  an  arcade  lined  with  stores. 

HEW  ZEALAHD. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  7.] 

Constrnetlon  of  mhotnpn  Imponndlngr  Jt*m. 

The  city  of  Auckland  has  just  let  the  contract  to  Langlands  (Ltd.), 
Gisbome,  New  Zealand,  for  constructing  an  impounding  dam  at 
Nihotupu,  about  16  miles  west  of  the  city,  with  a  borage  capacity  of 
540,000,000  gallons,  at  a  cost  of  $464,879.  The  height  of  Uie  dam  is 
150  feet,  length  530  feet,  and  the  water  area  36  acres.  The  time 
allowed  for  completion  is  3^  years.  This  is  to  supplement  the  present 
water  supply,  that  is  not  equal  to  the  growing  demand,  owing  to 
rapid  growth  of  the  city  and  suburbs.  I  am  transmitting  the  speci- 
fications covering  the  works. 

[Tbese  BpectficatloDB  may  be  seen  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  65378.] 
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.    VAHAKA. 

ICoMQl  William  H.  Gale,  Colon,  Aog.  24.] 
A  Tropoted  Xoe  Plant. 

The  People's  Ice  A  Cold  Storage  Co.  has  just  been  organized  in 
Colon  bjr  a  number  of  Americans  for  erecting  and  operating  an  ice 
plant,  with  30  tons  daily  capacity.  The  company  has  been  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  the  Republic  of  Panama,  and  is  capitalized 
at  $60,000,  United  States  currency. 

An  up-to-date  method  of  making  ice  will  be  employed.  A  Diesel 
or  crude-oil  engine  will  furnish  the  power.  The  water  will  be  drawn 
from  the  city  mains,  and  will  be  filtered  to  remove  impurities.  Dur- 
ing freezing  the  water  will  be  agitated  with  washed'  air  to  produce 
clearness. 

The  people  of  Colon  are  now  charged  $18  a  ton  for  ice  by  the  one 
local  refrigerating  concern,  which  uses  the  steam  method.  The  new 
company  proposes  to  supply  ice  to  local  consumers  at  $6  a  ton.  As 
the  company  also  expects  to  supply  ice  to  ships  in  transit  through 
the  canal,  by  permission  of  the  Panama  Canal  authorities,  the  pros- 
pects of  a  prontable  business  seem  to  be  favorable. 

The  ground  for  the  plant  has  already  been  leased  and  bids  for 
construction  work  and  for  machinery  and  other  equipment  are  being 
prepared.  The  entire  charge  of  the  plant  during  construction  and 
operation  will  be  in  the  hands  of  a  practical  engineer  of  many  years' 
experioice  in  ice  making. 

[The  name  of  the  engineer  and  manager,  to  whom  aQ  correq>ondence  relating 
to  equipment  and  supplies  shonld  be  addressed  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oommerce ;  refer  to  file  66394.] 

PKKV. 

[Conanl  General  William  W.  Handler,  Calla«-Uma,  July  38.] 

"lilalMltii  Cosoetslon  for  Wharf  and  Xatlway. 

The  Government  of  Peru  has,  during  the  last  three  weeks,  made 
iqiplication  to  some  of  the  principal  agricultural  interests  of  the 
cotmtry  for  a  small  loan,  to  meet  current  expenditures.  It  now  ap- 
pears that  a  Lima  firm  has  satisfied  the  wishes  of  the  Government  by 
advancing  $194,660  on  agricultural  taxesj  receiving  in  return  a  con- 
ceasion  to  construct  a  wharf  and  small  railway  at  uieport  of  Malab- 
rigo,  which  is  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Chicama  Valley, 
some  miles  north  of  the  port  of  Salaverry.  The  text  of  the  contract 
between  this  firm  and  the  Government  has  not  jet  been  made  public, 
but  according  to  the  Lima  newspapers  the  principal  terms  of  the 
concession  are: 

(1)  Concession  to  construct  a  wharf  at  Malabrigo  and  exploit  it  In  perpetuity. 

(2)  Concession  to  construct  a  railway  from  Malabrigo  to  Ascope  to  be  ex- 
Idolted  in  perpetuity. 

(3)  The  railway  line  to  l>e  1-meter  (3.28-foot)  gnaga 

(4)  All  material  for  the  wharf  and  railway  to  be  imported  free  of  duty. 

(5)  The  tariffs  of  the  wharf  and  railway  to  be  fixed  by  the  concessionaires. 
(8')  The  Government  empowers  them  to  expropriate  all  properties  required 

for  the  construction  of  the  wharf  and  railway. 

It  is  reported  the  loan  is  made  for  a  period  of  three  years  at  8  per 
cent  interest,  the  Government  guaranteeing  to  liquidate  the  entire 
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loan  in  Peruvian  pounds  at  the  rate  of  240  pence  to  the  pound  ster- 
ling. This  latter  provision  was  probably  stipulated  so  as  to  provide 
against  a  loss  through  the  depreciation  of  the  Peruvian  paper  pound, 
which  is  to-day  rated  at  about  $i.20  for  three  days  sight  drafts  on 
New  York. 

Manufacturers  of  structural  and  railway  material  should  communi- 
cate directly  with  the  firm  referred  to  [whose  address  may  be  had 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices;  ask  for  file  No.  65190]. 

SHIPPING  AT  CAFE  TOWH. 

[Vice  OoDsul  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  Soutb  AMca,  Jnly  15.) 

Work  at  the  Cape  Town  docks  is  brisk,  largely  on  account  of  the 
movement  of  Government  chartered  vessels.  Ordinary  shipping  is 
quiet,  and  all  work  will  soon  slack  up,  since  the  campaign  in  south- 
west Africa  is  at  an  end.  The  slackness  in  ordinary  business  is  not 
due  to  a  lack  of  freight,  but  the  large  number  of  steamers  in  use  by 
the  British  Government.  There  has  been  a  substantial  increase  in 
freight  rates  within  the  last  week,  which  it  is  hoped  will  attract 
steamers. 

During  the  past  month,  June  15  to  July  15,  there  have  been  the 
following  arrivals  from  Ajnerican  ports : 

June  16,  1915,  Kasama,  of  the  Eilerman  &  Bucknall  Line,  from 
New  York,  with  2,650  tons  of  general  cargo  for  Cape  Town,  includ- 
ing 26,000  cases  of  kerosene. 

June  24, 1915,  Vimeria,  of  Gow,  Harrison  &  Co.,  from  Port  Arthur, 
Tex.,  with  37,000  cases  of  kerosene,  alcohol,  grease,  etc.,  all  consigned 
to  the  Texas  Oil  Co.,  Cape  Town. 

July  1,  1915,  Gezine,  Norwegian,  from  Portland,  Oreg.,  with  a 
cargo  of  wheat  for  Cape  Town. 

,mly  4, 1915,  Cenittry,  British,  of  Howard  Smith  &  Co.,  from  New 
York,  with  a  general  cargo  en  route  to  South  Australia. 

The  Susquehana,  of  the  Union  Castle  Line,  is  now  due  from  New- 
York,  and  the  Royal  Prince,  of  the  Prince  Line,  is  expected  to  arrive 
from  New  York  on  July  20,  1915,  with  a  full  cargo  of  American 
goods,  including  a  large  shipment  of  oil. 

NEW  CUBAN-SFAinSH  STEAMSHIP  LDTE.  / 

[Consul  P.  Merrill  Orlffitb,  SanUago  de  Cuba,  Aug.  26.1 

It  has  been  authoritatively  reported  that  a  new,  efficient,  regi»W 
monthly  passenger  and  freight  steamship  line  is  to  be  established  by 
Pinillos,  Izquierdo  &  Co.,  of  Cadiz,  between  Northern  Spain  ih^ 
Cuba.  Vessels  leaving  Bilbao  will  stop  at  Santander,  Gijoo, 
Corunna,  and  Vigo,  and  will  have  as  terminal  ports  Habana  jind 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  They  will  also  stop  at  other  important  potl^.of 
Cuba,  such  as  Guantanamo,  Manzanillo,  Gibara,  Nuevitas,  etc. 

Owing  to  the  European  war,  communication  from  the  north  of 
Spain  with  Cuba,  with  the  exception  of  Habana,  has  been  seriously 
affected  for  many  months,  and  the  establishment  of  this  new  service 
seems  to  meet  with  general  approval. 

The  new  vessels  to  be  used  are  the  Barcelona  and  the  Cadiz,  each 
of  10,000  tons  and  a  speed  of  15  knots.  The  former  is  scheduled  to 
sail  from  Bilbao,  Spain,  on  September  2,  and  the  latter  on  October  2. 
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FOEEIOH  TABIFFS. 
BKAZXL. 
^ort  Charret  ksd  Tltollltlei  for  Handling;  Coal  at  Klo  de  Janeiro. 

A  detailed  report  regarding  facilities  for  handling  coal,  the  pos- 
sibility of  securing  return  cargoes,  and  the  port  and  other  charges  at 
Rio  de  Janeiro  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreim  and 
Domestic  Commerce  by  Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Kio  de 
Janeiro,  and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  application. 
The  report  has  been  carefully  prepared  by  an  expert  on  this  subject 
and  should  prove  of  great  value  to  those  interested  in  Brazil  as  a 
market  for  American  coal. 

CTTBA. 
(Coatonu  Clrcalar  No.  18,  Ang.  6^  1915.] 
ImportalioB  of  Cattle  from  the  TJnlted  States. 

The  prohibition  against  the  importation  into  Cuba  of  cattle,  sheep, 
goats,  and  hogs  from  the  United  States,  which  was  adopted  because 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  this  country,  has 
been  repealed,  and  these  animals  may  now  be  imported  through  the 

Eort  of  Habana  upon  compliance  with'  the  prescribed  regulations, 
ive  stock  coming  from  the  United  States  is  subject  to  quarantine 
for  a  period  of  10  days  from  the  date  of  embarkation,  and  every 
animal  must  be  dipped  upon  disembarkation^  while  hay,  straw,  and 
other  objects  which  have  been  in  contact  with  the  live  stock  must 
be  destroyed. 

ECVASOB. 
[CoDtol  Oeneral  Vtederlc  W.  aodtnc'auayaaiill,  July  28,  1»1S.] 
Bednotlon  la  Export  Duty  on  Ivory  Hnts. 

A  decree  of  the  President  of  Ecuador,  in  efiFect  August  1,  1915, 
leduces  the  export  duty  on  unshelled  ivory  nuts  (ta^a)  from  4  to  2 
sucres  per  100  kilos.  The  export  duty  on  shelled  ivory  nuts  is  re- 
d^eed  from  6  to  3  sucres  per  100  kilos  (kilo  2.2046  pounds,  sucre 
$0.48665). 

xvaoA. 

[Vrestnik  rizumioy,  July  26  (AOf.  8),  1616.] 
Sxclte  Tax  on  Wlnea. 

An  Imperial  decree  of  July  14  (27),  1915,  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  an  excise  tax  on  wines,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  at  the 
loJUowing  rates  (ruble,  nominally,  $0,515;  v^ro,  3.249  United  States 
gallons) :  Still  wines,  1.60  rubles  per  vedro;  sparkling  and  raisin 
wines,  4.80  rubles  per  vedro. 
.Temporary  Tree  Admlstion  of  Certain  Prodaots. 

By  an  Imperial  decree  of  July  14  (27),  1915,  the  articles  included 
under  the  following  tariff  numbers  are  admitted  free  of  duty,  pending 
the  conclusion  of  the  war,  when  imported  by  way  of  the  river  Yenisei, 
in  Siberia:  41,  59  (note  3),  ex  81  (carbolic  acid),  124,  139-142,  144, 
162,  155  (1),  160,  161,  and  167  (1,  4,  5,  9,  11).  The  articles  covered 
by  the  above  tariff  numbers  are  fertilizers,  beech  staves,  carbolic 
acid,  iron  and  steel  in  various  forms,  lead,  boilers  and  pipes,  iroa 
and  steel  wire,  scythes,  sickles,  and  (rtihlir  farm  tools,  tools  for 
industrial  purposes,  and  various  machines  and  spare  parts  thereof, 
including  agricultural  machinery. 
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HOTTINOHAK  SOLVES  FSOBLEH  OF  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

[Consul  C.  M.  Bttcb,  NottlnghaiD,  E^ngland.  Anc.  10.] 

The  city  of  Nottingham  has  solved  in  a  Tcry  simple  and  bosiness- 
like  manner  what,  to  many  other  citi^  has  been  a  troublesome  and 
expensive  problem  for  many  years.  While  some  cities  are  spending 
large  sums  annually  in  sewage  disposal,  Nottingham  has  turned  its 
sewage  into  a  source  of  revenue. 

Some  years  ago  the  city  authorities  conceived  the  idea  of  utilizing 
the  sewage  as  a  farm  fertilizer,  and  accordingly  two  adjoining  farms 
of  1,923  acres  were  purchased — one  at  Stoke  Bardolph,  4  miles  from 
Nottingham,  and  the  other  at  Bulcote,  7  miles  from  the  city.  For  the 
first  few  years  the  farm  did  not  pay  expenses,  owing  in  part  to  want 
of  experience  and  partly  to  improper  management,  but  for  the  past 
three  years  it  has  yielded  a  profit  over  all  operating  expenses. 
Crops  Vnder  Culttvatlos — IMrjing  and  Stock  Kalriag. 

During  1914  there  were  708  acres  under  cultivation,  divided  as 
follows:  Wheat,  100  acres;  barley,  20  acres;  oats,  200  acres;  beans, 
46  acres;  potatoes,  37  acres;  swedes,  35  acresj  mangolds,  100  acres; 
ox  cabbage,  25  acres;  kohl  rabi,  50  acres;  Italian  rye  grass,  95  acres. 

Stock  raising,  with  the  exception  of  pigs,  has  to  a  great  extent  been 
abandoned,  although  large  numbers  of  cattle  and  sheep  are  pur- 
chased and  fattened  on  the  farm  for  market.  Nine  himdred  and 
sixty-four  acres  on  the  farm  are  devoted  to  pasture.  It  has  been  found 
more  profitable  to  keep  on  hand  only  a  sufficient  number  of  hogs  to 
consume  the  surplus  produce  of  the  farm.  Pigs  are  bred  and  disposed 
of  when  8  to  10  weeks  old. 

A  herd  of  from  50  to  60  dairy  cattle  is  kept  on  the  farm.  The  cows 
are  secured  at  their  highest  milking  capacity,  and  special  efforts  are 
made  to  secure  profitable  results  by  liberal  feeding  and  support  dur- 
ing lactation.  At  the  end  of  this  period  the  animal  is  fat  and  healthy 
ana  can  be  sold  to  the  butcher  at  a  good  profit  within  a  short  time. 
During  the  past  year  more  than  $9,500  was  realized  from  the  sale  of 
dairy  products  alone.  The  raising  of  young  calves  on  the  farm  has 
been  found  to  be  undesirable  and  improfitable,  and  they  are  therefore 
disposed  of  when  a  week  or  two  old. 

In  addition  to  the  dairy  herd  about  500  bullocks,  from  3  to  3^ 
years  old,  are  purchased  each  autumn,  and  these  are  grazed  on  the 
pastures  during  the  spring  and  summer  and  sold  to  the  markets  as 
they  become  fat.  During  1914  more  than  $55,000  was  received  from 
the  sale  of  beef  cattle  that  had  been  pastured  and  fattened  on  the' 
farm.  This  paid  a  net  profit  of  about  $15,000.  The  bullocks  are  well 
matured  at  the  age  when  purchased  and  the  risk  of  disease  usually 
associated  with  younger  animals  is  overcome.  This  method  is  also 
considered  advantageous  in  forcing  a  complete  dispersion  of  the  cattle 
annually,  instead  of  keeping  them  on  the  land  from  birth  to  maturity. 

The  number  of  horses  kept  on  the  farm  is  regulated  by  the  season 
and  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done.  About  80  to  90  are  usually 
employed.  A  large  proportion  are  mares  of  the  Shire  type,  and  the 
best  of  these,  in  addition  to  working,  are  utilized  for  breeding  pur- 
poses. The  foals  are  sold  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  in  which  they 
are  bom  and  usually  average  about  $125  each.  This  plan  is  con- 
sidered more  profitable  than  keeping  them  and  acceptmg  all  ris^ 
until  they  are  old  enough  to  work. 
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Wttrm  XmpIeairatB  and  KaoUnery, 

The  agricultural  implements  and  machinery  used  on  the  farm  con- 
sist of  two  8-horgepower  engines,  one  special  ^low,  one  special  cul- 
tivator, one  special  harrow  and  drag,  one  special  roller,  one  special 
knif  erer,  one  water  cart,  one  steam  traction  engine  with  six  trucks,  one 
thrashing  machine,  two  40-horsepower,  one  20-horsepower,  and  two 
4J-horsepower  gas  engines,  and  one  2-horsepower  petrol  engine.  At 
the  Bulcote  farm  there  is  a  suction  gas  plant.  The  whole  of  the  grind- 
ing, cake,  pulping,  and  pumping  machinery  there  is  driven  by  electric 
motor  and  the  buildings  are  lighted  by  electricity,  which  is  generated 
on  the  premises. 

The  other  implements  consist  of  self-binders,  grass-mowing  ma- 
chines, Oliver  and  Homsby  digging  plows,  heavy  drags,  joint  and 
diagonal  harrows,  horse  hoes,  and  tlxe  usual  complement  of  smaller 
tools  suitable  for  working  a  farm  of  this  size. 

Kethods  of  Xanipolatlng  the  Sewage — ^Its  Value  as  a  FertlUzcr. 

The  sewage  aU  gravitates  to  the  farm  from  Nottingham  through 
one  large  sewer.  On  arrival  at  the  farm  it  flows  from  the  mam 
sewer  in  various  directions  by  means  of  open  "carriers"  made  of 
concrete.  These  are  of  sufficient  capacity  and  strength  to  convey 
the  quantity  of  sewage  required  for  the  area  of  land  they  are  in- 
tended to  control.  A  staff  of  men  is  always  in  attendance  to  deal 
with  and  apply  the  sewage  where  it  is  required.  The  method  of 
"broad  irri^tion"  is  the  one  adopted  on  the  farm.  The  sewage 
is  only  partially  screened  before  use  and,  ei^cept  for  the  removal 
of  rags  and  large  substances,  it  is  in  its  crude  state  on  reaching  the 
land. 

The  method  of  manipulation  is  as  follows:  The  concrete  carriers 
mentioned  go  through  and  are  intended  to  supply  a  certain  acreicige 
of  land,  which  is  divided  into  areas  of  various  sizes,  all  of  these  hav- 
ing been  previously  surveyed  and  the  levels  ascertained.  The  crops 
are  of  various  kinds,  and  the  greater  portiou  of  them  are  suitable 
for  irrigation.  After  the  young  crops  are  big  and  strong  enough 
to  withstand  sewage,  a  "  carrier,"  or  grip,  is  drawn  with  a  plow 
from  a  sluice  in  the  main  concrete  carrier.  From  this  grip  smaller 
tra,cks  are  made  by  a  ridging  plow  at  intervals  in  the  crop  between 
the  rows,  where  a  suitable  "  fall "  for  the  sewage  may  be  obtained. 
The  man  in  charge  then  commences  operations  by  distributing  the 
fluid  over  the  land  as  evenly  as  possible.  This  goes  on  untu  the 
whole  field  is  completed.  In  all  cases  the  judgment  of  those  in 
charge  must  be  the  determining  factor  as  to  whether  the  proper 
quantity  of  sewage  has  been  applied  to  the  crop.  This  method  is  the 
one  generally  used  on  all  the  pastures  and  crops  capable  of  being 
irrigated  and  is  the  only  one  that  will  secure  a  satisfactory  effluent 
luid  avoid  the  offensive  odors  that  are  always  associated  with  sewage 
disposal.  The  crops  that  will  take  and  thrive  on  repeated  applica- 
tions of  sewage  are  Italian  rye  grass,  ox  cabbage,  mangolds,  and 
kohl  rabi. 

The  work  is  not  done  in  accordance  with  any  recognized  system 
of  rotation  in  cropping,  as  special  efforts  must  naturally  be  directed 
to  the  effective  disposal  of  the  sewage,  through  which  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  regulated  and  controlled.    None  of  the  grain  crops  are  irri- 
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gated  during  the  period  of  growth.  This  period  is  osaally  locked 
upon  as  a  chance  for  allowing  the  land  to  "  rest." 

It  is  difficult  to  speak  with  any  certainty  as  to  the  manorial  Taloe 
of  sewage  sludge.  Extremely  good  results  have  been  obtained,  after 
the  land  had  been  heavily  sewaged,  by  making  "lagoons,"  filling 
them,  and  allowing  the  sludge  to  settle.  A  very  excellent  manuring 
is  thus  obtained,  and  this  leads  to  the  belief  that  it  is  of  considerable 
value  as  a  fertilizer.  Naturally  much  depends  on  what  trade  refuse 
is  in  the  sewage;  but  in  almost  all  sewage  there  is  a  good  percentage 
of  lime,  and  this  is  perhaps  its  best  ingi-edient. 

All  the  land  is  very  heavily  underdrained ;  stoneware  pipes,  vary- 
ing in  size  from  4  to  24  inches,  are  systematically  arranged  to  secure 
the  effective  filtration  of  the  sewage.  The  effluent  is  thus  carried 
off  into  the  river  Trent. 

nnaneial  Ketnlts — Sneoesi  of  the  TTndertakiiig. 

The  financial  statement  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  shows 
the  farm  to  be  in  a  prosperous  and  paying  condition.  The  ap- 
praised value  of  the  stock,  farming  implements,  and  other  property 
on  hand,  exclusive  of  the  value  of  the  land,  amoimted  to  $116,815, 
while  the  receipts  during  the  year  from  the  sale  of  cattle,  farm 
produce,  dairy  products,  etc.,  amounted  to  $99,743.  The  principal 
sources  of  income  were  as  follows:  Sale  of  cattle,  $56,900;  of  horses, 
$2,900;  of  pigs,  $2,075;  of  poultry,  $180;  of  produce,  $24,700;  of 
dairy  products,  $9,600;  rents,  $2,000. 

Durmg  the  past  three  years  the  city  of  Nottingham  has  not  only 
been  able  to  dispose  of  its  sewage  without  one  cent  of  expense  to 
the  taxpayers,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  receiving  a  profit  on 
the  undertaking.  The  net  profits  of  the  farm  for  1914,  after  paying 
all  operating  expenses  and  writing  off  $1,000  for  depreciation  in  farm 
machinery,  amounted  to  $2,987.70. 

The  results  obtained  point  emphatically  to  the  value  of  the  broad 
irrigation  system  for  sewage  disposal,  and  it  would  apparently  be 
well  worth  while  for  other  cities  confronted  with  the  problem  of 
sewage  disposal  to  study  carefully  the  plan  adopted  by  Nottingham 
with  such  remarkable  success. 


MAHCHESTEB'S  DEFOBTS  OF  SAW  COTTOV. 

[Consul  Boss  B.  Uoladay,  Manchester,  England.] 

According  to  "Cotton,"  the  official  journal  of  the  Manchester 
Cotton  Association  (Ltd.),  the  importations  of  raw  cotton  dirA^ 
to  the  Manchester  docks  during  the  cotton  year  ended  July  31, 
1915,  amounted  to  771,672  bales  of  all  descriptions,  against  762465 
bales  in  the  preceding  season.  The  detailed  figures  for  1914-15 
were:  American,  620,487  bales,  against  530,601  bales  in  the  previous 
season;  Egyptian,  149,426  bales,  against  229,194  bales;  other  groyrths, 
1,759,  against  2,370  bales. 

The  American  importations  increased  by  10-9  per  cent  compared 
with  1913-14,  and  are  eminently  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  excep- 
tional circumstances  which  ruled  throughout  the  season.  The  de- 
crease shown  in  Egyptian  imports. is  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the 
smaller  "  takings  "  by  the  mills  spinning  Egyptian  fiber. 

The  stock  of  cotton  in  Manchester  on  July  29  last  totaled  88,744 
bales  of  all  descriptions,  compared  with  67,781  bales  12  months  ago. 
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OSTSICH  7EATHEX  DIDITST&T  FAILS  TO  SAIIiT. 

[Cooma  ■.  A.  Wakefleld,  Port  BUubetb,  Sonth  AfHea,  July  14.] 

Although  ostrich  feathers  have  for  some  years  been  the  chief 
product  agriculturally  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  district,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  business  men  of  the  community  the  future  of  this  huge  mdus- 
try  is  somewhat  problematical. 

Some  weeks  ago  the  municipal  public  market  was  opened  after  hav- 
ing been  closed  for  practically  an  entire  year.  For  two  or  three 
weeks  sales  were  fairly  brisk  and  prices  were  on  the  upgrade.  Dur- 
ing the  week  ended  July  3,  1915,  the  total  weight  disposed  of  ex- 
ceeded 14,000  pounds,  which  constituted  a  record  dunne  any  one 
week,  but  on  Monday,  July  5,  the  market  opened  with  littfe  demand, 
and  feather  dealers  decided  to  close  for  the  balance  of  the  week. 
This  week  the  market  opened  for  two  days,  with  a  fair  average  sale 
of  feathers. 

SpeevUtort  Prodnoe  Abnomial  Prioei. 

Prices  have  been  slightly  lower  this  week  than  during  the  first  few 
days  following  the  reopening  of  the  municipal  market,  but  they  are 
still  sufficiently  high  when  me  real  demand  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion. In  fact,  they  are  actually  higher  than  market  requirements 
warrant,  but  local  speculators  are  largely  responsible  for  this. 

Most  of  the  feathers  are  new  season's  plucldngs,  or  feathers  which 
have  been  held  back  by  the  farmers  themselves  in  anticipation  of  bet- 
ter prices.  Almost  all  the  old  stocks  held  here  by  the  commission 
houses  have  been  disposed  of.  What  the  production  may  be  in  the 
next  year  is  a  debated  Question.  Certainly  many  thousands  of  birds 
have  perished  during  tne  past  year  and  many  more  are  now  dying 
from  lack  of  food.  There  has  been  a  very  severe  drought  in  many 
ostrich-producing  sections,  and  in  addition  the  Government  has  re- 
quired, for  military  purposes,  many  thousands  of  tons  of  alfalfa, 
which  is  ordinarily  zed  to  cattle  and  ostriches  during  the  winter 
season. 

Some  estimates,  based  upon  known  conditions,  place  the  decrease 
in  the  number  of  ostriches  now  held  here  at  50  per  cent.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly much  too  high.  While  losses  have  been  heavy  and  little 
breeding  has  been  attempted  to  replace  them,  30  per  cent  should 
cover  the  total  shrinkage  in  the  number  of  ostriches  now  held  in  Cape 
f*rovince. 

War  Affects  Future  Proipeeti. 

feo  long  as  the  war  lasts  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  present  conditions 
can  improve.  Moreover,  during  the  time  that  must  elapse  before  nor- 
mal Conditions  prevail,  it  is  probable  that  ostriches  will  continue  to 
decrease  in  numbers,  although  not  so  rapidly  as  heretofore. 

The  present  demand  is  almost  entirely  from  New  York,  and  when 
that  market  has  taken  all  it  can  assimilate  the  demand  eases  off. 
Incidentally,  American  dealers  are  beginning  to  realize  thoroughly 
the  fact  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  purchase  feather  stocks  through 
London  agents  or  dealers.  As  the  American  buyer  is  able  to  have  his 
own  personal  representative  under  circumstances  as  favorable  as  the 
London  purchaser,  the  necessity  for  purchasing  through  London 
houses  never  eidsted. 
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7ULT  EZFOSTS  OF  FOOSSTUFFS,  OILS,  ETC. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  domestic  breadstuffs,  cot- 
tonseed oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton,  and  min- 
eral oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States 
during  July,  1914  and  1915,  and  the  seven  months  ended  July,  1914 
and  1915,  as  compiled  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Department  of  Commerce : 


Items. 


July- 


1914 


7  montlis  ending  July- 


mi 


191S 


EIPOBTS  BY  QBOUPS. 

Breadstu<Is doUara. 

Cottonseed  oil {^^n'. 

Cattle,  hogs,  nnd  sheep dollars. 

Meet  and  dairy  products dollars. 

{bales . . . 
pounds, 
dollars  . 

Mineral  oils {f^^- 

Total dollars. 

EXTOBTa  BT  PBINCITAI,  ASTICLES. 

^'O™ \doUars.. 

o»f flo^^: 

^•-» te: 

«<»»• fe:; 

B«ef,aum«l /gX?" 

B«f.«~h \S^: 

Beef,  pickled,  .to k^^- 

Oleoon {^^■ 

Bacon te»; 

Hams  and  shoulders ISol^' 

L"o feis^; 

N«f-i«<i j§S£^- 

Pork,  pickled,  etc /§J|g*'- 

I^rd  compounds k^- 

crui'oa • ••{&: 

Illuminating  on (f^'^^^'; 

Lubricating  ott ]^- 

Gasoltoo,  naphtha,  etc Iffi^". 

Residuum,  fuel  on,  etc ISlto' 


29,"13,4fi9 

5,S39,273 

462,096 

71.868 

8,112,035 

126,1S6 

64.29(i.92l 

7,949,33.S 

230. 2f.9. 4M 

14,036,049 


23,297,088 

21,045,237 

1.451,625 

1.253,731 

19,660,673 

244, 474 

126,347,513 

11,6.S8,439 

215,595,691 

12,711,950 


91,094,146 

118,49.5,006 

8,472.748 

629,173 

71,810,523 

3,713,234 

1,916,690.093 

235,09.i,S13 

1,34.S,173,.539 

86,482,167 


343,032.094 

234,886,247 

16,612.954 

1,806,683 

155,257,395 

5,937,361 

3,096,920,881 

271,151,317 

1,286,660,7:6 

78,81^.698 


60, 345,  755 


680, 465 

435,384 
61,283 

~  776 


36  1 
23. 


3,~ 


J22 

;<  ..141 
.■.,■164 
l.-.,«l 
III,  122 

:;:!.  m 
:.■■., 'M7 

2,  lN,,ti8« 

202, 467 

8,249,513 

829,292 

10,  WIS.  814 

l..M>J.3U 

11, "I. 491 

l.'.-s'..l)43 

24.  ■•■■■;.  161 

2,  liii.;,  185 

1,014,141 

121,291 

3,689,074 

405, 747 

5,1M,109 

470,494 

lC,(il0..W4 

057.  :iao 

110, 027,  i»l 

6,6S5,.570 
17,324.999 

2,149  »9 
26,744,657 

2,981,678 
68,961.594 

1,962,082 


70,093,507 


3.100.893 
1.7'-. 180 

8,71.4.179 
t,?]-J.n9 


493,584,570 


7.-: 
9.  ^J 


ilOO 
.^42 

.143 
.''>22 
.322 
.1160 
.109 
S3 


lO.ik'J 

l.'iii 
21.:;:- 

2.7> 

9,  i:.o,  121 
935,759 

8,338.017 

1.0:«,044 
87,971, .-i04 

S,2:«,444 
26.970,771 

a.viii.ifflS 
21,n.n..'il5 

2,l'J,i,078 

l,Wl,i«7 
120,093 

5,162,420 
542,  ei67 

5,353.t1«6 

4.13,266 

11,327,922 

202.32$ 

79,035,022 

4,.'>3S,933 
24, 743, 533 

3.27-...«8 
2S.  11    (78 

l,"r:,!»00 
77.i!U.:B6 

2,146,206 


781,103 
317,046 

9,062 
471,575 
M4,O03 

2,780 
05f>,  417 
8,89, 174 
933, 013 
2.M,  118 
811,418 
476,916 
635,988 
333,607 
857,245 
OSH. 403 
IM.'.W 

2irj,i39 
429,919 
31 U  227 
.i.-iO.  183 
44s. rti 
6l>-i,218 
70.-.  -S3 
822,  ,114 
574, 732 
301,139 
100,  429 
54-i,  .t88 
971,219 
296,156 
172,501 
711,335 
285. 2oe 
242.1:36 
474, 443 
374.534 
,578,802 


866,679,121 


38,655,638 

31,439,784 

71,658,736 

44,000,345 

123,200,141 

184,986,034 

9,306, 726 

01,332,900 

56,203,870 
.  8,738,3» 
163,037,802 

10,  MS,  850 

38,715,402 
S,079,8W 

55,283,168 

6,716,223 

28$,  731, 0(9 

38,543^516 
109, 742, 8H) 

23,644,987  . 
200,671.  .Ml 

31, 9127, 8M 

20,01,7,527 
2,362,738 

37,133,033 
3,902,713 

40,730,987 
3,4g6,4£6 

87,897-787 

2,^07,014. 

495,323,057 

20,4B188S 
141,567,144 

18,«10,0» 
15^221,259 

it;  n^  104 
404,648,559 

10,714,164 


FIRE  LOSSES  IN  COKK-GBOWINO  DISTBICTS. 

[Consul  I'aul  H.  Poster,  Jerez  de  la  Frontera,  Spain,  Aug.  14.] 

Forest  fires  in  the  cork-growing  district  of  Ubrique,  a  large  part 
of  which  is  the  property  of  the  municipality  of  Jerez  de  la  Frontera, 
and  which  furnishes  a  considerable  portion  of  the  city's  income,  have 
been  raging  for  several  days  past.  The  loss  up  to  the  present  time 
is  estimated  at  $150,000,  and  so  far  as  the  present  generation  is  con- 
cerned is  irreparable,  as  40  to  50  years  are  needed  to  bring  a  cork-oak 
to  maturity. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMHSBCB  mSPOBTS.  1209 

GAHASA  FACES  A  SEOBTAOE  OF  KAPIE  SUOAB. 

(Consul  Felix  8.  8.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Aug.  30.] 

One  of  the  largest  Canadian  producers  states  that,  apart  from  small 
quantities  being  held  by  manufacturers  for  their  own  customers,  there 
is  no  maple  sugar  to  be  had  in  the  Dominion.  This  state  of  affairs 
was  realized  only  a  short  time  ago,  when  American  buyers  visited 
those  who  had  a  few  carloads  and  bought  them  out  at  a  comparatively 
high  price.  The  present  scarcity  is  attributed,  first,  to  the  operation 
of  the  pure-food  law,  and,  second,  to  the  small  crop.  The  scarcity 
came  more  or  less  as  a  surprise  to  man/,  as  maple  sugar  is  a  product 
that  can  safely  be  termed  a  luxury  in  war  times. 

A  dealer  in  western  Canada  wrote  to  a  Quebec  firm  for  four  bar- 
rels of  maple  sugar  and  received  a  reply  to  the  following  effect : 

Before  shipping,  we  wish  to  write  you  a  few  lines  r^arding  market  con- 
ditions. The  crop  this  year,  as  you  are  probably  aware,  did  not  amount  to 
much  more  than  a  third  of  what  It  was  a  year  ago.  The  demand  for  the 
soldiers  at  the  front  has  had  a  tendency  to  make  It  even  scarcer.  At  present 
we  do  not  know  where  to  buy  It,  and  are  asking  12  cents  per  pound  for  what 
we  have  In  stock.  We  were  nearly  cleaned  out,  but  have  retained  a  small- 
amonnt  for  the  benefit  of  our  old  customers,  and  are  able  to  offer  you  four 
barrels  at  the  above  price.  We  do  not  expect  you  will  be  able  to  buy  at  less 
than  15  cents  In  a  short  time.  Wire  us  whether  to  ship  at  this  figure. 
Zffeet  of  Pure-Food  Legislation — ^Kaple  Sirup. 

The  effect  of  the  pure-food  legislation  recently  introduced  has 
been  to  put  a  lot  of  the  black  maple  sugar,  made  under  more  or  less 
primitive  surroundings  by  the  farmers,  off  the  market.  After  much 
of  this  sugar  had  been  confiscated  by  the  Canadian  Government 
many  farmers,  feeling  the  pinch,  complained  to  (he  Quebec  provin- 
cial government  Another  effect  of  the  law  has  been  to  cut  down 
considerably  the  number  of  manufacturers,  especially  those  who  were 
making  a  compound  or  mixture.  Much  of  the  inferior  maple  sugar 
made  by  the  farmers  of  Quebec  under  the  old  conditions  was  bought 
by  manufacturers  of  tobacco,  candy,  etc.,  and  with  a  new  standard 
in  force,  a  small  crop,  and  many  of  the  larmers  unprepared  to  turn 
out  sugar  of  standard  grade,  there  had  been  an  unprecedented 
demand  for  the  better-class  product,  resulting  in  the  present  scarcity. 

The  situation  regarding  maple  sirup,  while  not  so  acute,  is  worthy 
of  consideration.  One  of  the  largest  manufacturers  in  Canada  raised 
his  price  10  per  cent  last  mcmth ;  he  explains,  however,  that  this  ad- 
vance was  intended  to  make  up  for  the  higher  prices  ne  had  to  pay 
for  the  raw  material  last  spring  and  to  prepare  the  consumer  for 
what  will  undoubtedly  take  place  next  spring.  He  states  that  his 
present  stock  amounts  to  about  25,000  gallons. 
Outlook  for  Vext  Tear. 

On  May  1,  1916,  the  duty  of  8  cents  per  pound  on  maple  sugar 
and  sirup  imported  into  the  United  States  will  be  removed.  Cana- 
dian manufacturers  confidently  expect  that  this  will  mean  a  bigger 
demand  from  the  States,  and  preparations  are  being  made  to  increase 
tiie  output  next  year. 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  high  prices  will  prevail  until  the  first 
shipment  of  the  new  crop  is  away  next  spring.  If  there  is  a  big 
crop,  prices  will  either  remain  as  they  are  or  drop.  Some  dealers 
think  they  will  remain  high,  as  all  other  sugars  are  nigh. 

[Imports  of  maple  sugar  and  sirup  Into  the  United  States  from  all  sources 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30,  1015,  totaled  1,478,762  pounds,  valued 
at  1126,671.1 
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COUHEBCE  THKOUaH  THE  SAUIT  STE.  HABIE  CANAIS. 

The  following  tables  show  the'  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  the  number  of  passengers  carried  through  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  Ste.  Marie  (Soo)  Canals  dur- 
ing August  and  for  the  season,  until  August  31, 1914,  and  1915 : 

[From  a  report  of  the  United  States  engineer  In  cbaixe  of  tbe  United  States  csmal  at  Sault  Ste.  Ifsiia^ 

FOR  AUGUST. 


Articles. 


Uniied  States  canal. 


1914 


1915 


Canadian  canal. 


1914 


1915 


Total  both  canals. 


1914 


1915 


■ASIBOUND. 

Copper short  tons.. 

Oraui .busliels.. 

Flour barrels.. 

Iron  ore short  tons.. 

Iron,  pig do — 

Lumber H  ft.  b.  m.. 

Wheat bushels.. 

Qeneral  merchandise,  short 

tons 

Passengers number.. 

mSTBOOKD. 

Coal,  bard short  tons.. 

Coal,  soft do 

Uanutactured  iron do — 

Salt barreb.. 

General   metcbandtoe,  short 

tons 

Fassengera numlier.. 

Total  freight: 

Eastboond,  short 

tons. 

Westbound,    short 
t<His 


9,515 

997,192 

1,000,940 

1,641,848 


13,952 

1,0^4, 874 

£07,480 

7,383,520 


676 

1,239,632 

347,460 

4,251.419 


63,136 
1,998,114 

20,314 
5,507 


68.116 
677,303 

23,788 
4,719 


3,557 
2,189,217 

18,479 
3,491 


2,013 

1,177,406 

303,088 

481,609 

3,550 

3.029 

1,860,971 

17,133 
4,531 


10,191 
2,236,824 
1,348,400 
5,803,267 


00,693 
4,187,331 

38,793 
8,998 


338,953 

1,808,341 

20,314 

91,475 

94,796 
6,628 


368,948 

1,697,923 

19,157 

96,307 

160,618 
4,73i 


64,107 

275,440 

11,477 

1,302 

57,198 
4,006 


1,959,823 
2,170,134 


Botbways,short 
teas. 


4,135,946 


Vessel  passages number.. 

Registored  tonnage net. . 


2,049 
3,868,662 


7,(30,980 
2,160,991 


4,400,(32 
308,408 


9,791,971 


4,790,040 


2,668 
7,249,604 


939 
2,931,303 


11,000 

73,090 

1,058 

140 

45,385 
4,(19 


393, 0» 

2,083,781 

31,791 

92,777 

151,994 
9,724 


(18,257 
130,563 


748,810 


6,380,454 
2,574.532 


8,934,986 


661  2,988 

1,033,870      6,799,965 


15,904 

2,262,3m 

810.508 

7,8(5. 0» 

2,6HI 

71,145 

2,438,280 

40,910 
9.250 


279,948 

1,771,012 

20,215 

96,447 

205,903 
9,357 


8,240,237 
2,391,541 


10,540,781 


3,319 
8,383,474 


FIVE  UONTHS  EXDIMG  AUG 

.31. 

Ziomomn). 

38,773 
13, 400,539 
8,975,053 
6,913,547 
9375 
276,533 
13,130,694 

118,367 
13,307 

n,SM 
10,2(7,403 
2,722,057 
24,993,680 

1<605 

18,964,978 

1,109,160 

14,719,647 

2300 

11,750 

46,846,469 

51,606 
11,103 

7,n8 

8,783,048 

1,150,548 

070,301 

2,660 

.28,878 
10,018,679 

81,678 
10,909 

40,278 

32,355.517 

6,144,212 

20,(33,194 

11,575 

288,283 

69,976,153 

1(0,863 
24,499 

79,354 

19,090,451 

3,878,005 

35,90^787 

a;  550 

249,348 

41,064,738 

•2:S 

Oiab bushels.. 

Flour barrels.. 

Iron,  pig do.... 

Lumber M.  ft.  b.  m.. 

Wheat bushels.. 

General    merchandise,  short 

360,470 
31,046,079 

91,151 
10,810 

Passengers number.. 

WSaTBOUND. 

1,172,061 
0,(39,199 

367 

1,238,691 

6,349,8(3 

100 

81,250 

107,  ((8 
876,983 

624,381 
11,149 

354,540 
1.361,^ 

35,483 
202,7(5 

1,426,591 
7,990.«1 

k^^ 

Coal, soft do.... 

firftin                                      hmhAln 

.  IIS,8N 

Manufactured    iron,    short 

119,(50 
437,672 

422,617 
12,277 

230,710 
14,948 

8,142 
I(,870 

155,725 
10,146 

162,333 
496,108 

((3,227 
37,335 

Salt barrels.. 

General   merchandise,  short 
tons 

S93,KJ 

feO/m 

Passengers number.. 

'Km 

Total  freight: 

Eastbound. short  tons. 
Westbound do 

7,618,526 
8,419,103 

27,020,671 
8,277,660 

16,681,613 
1,896,717 

1,701,296 
404,623 

24,300,130 
10,315,830 

28,721,967 
8,682,185 

Both  ways  .do 

16,037,639 

35,298,331 

18,678,330 

2,105,821 

34,(15,959 

37,404,153 

Vessel  passages number. . 

Registered  tonnage net. . 

7,869 
15,006,879 

9,618 
26,331,076 

4,001 
11,591,866 

2,148 
3,471,713 

11,860 
36,698,745 

11,7(6 
30,SBJ,380 

Note.— The  United  States  canal  opened  on  Api.  20, 1914,  and  oo  Apr.  17, 1915.    The  Canadian  canal 
opened  on  Apr.  30, 1914,  and  on  Apr.  13, 1915.         ; 
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DTCSEASES  COST  07  IIVINO  IH  BBESLAIT  BISTEICT. 

[Conml  Harry  O.  Bdtser,  Breslan,  Oemuiny,  Aug.  7.] 

The  maximum  prices  quoted  in  Breslau  for  grain  of  good  quality 
from  last  year's  harvest  are:  Wheat,  $6.07;  rye,  $5.12;  oats,  $7.26; 
barley,  $7.14;  all  per  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds). 

Butter  is  quoted  wholesale  at  188  marks  per  50  kilos  ($0,406  per 
pound)  and  sells  for  $0.47  to  $0.50  per  pound.  Dealers  explain  the 
steadily  rising  prices  by  referring  to  the  high  quotations  of  Berlin 
and  other  large  cities  m  North  Germany,  and  state  that  they  are 
compelled  to  meet  these  quotations  in  order  to  secure  the  products 
of  South  German  fanners  and  manufacturers,  who  would  otherwise 
abip  to  Berlin, 
textile  Prices  Advanoe — Sheet-Iron  Waret. 

Cotton  goods  have  been  advanced  45  j>er  cent  at  retail  since  the 
opening  of  the  war,  due  to  the  steadily  rising  prices  and  limited  sup- 
plies o?  cotton  yam.  Woolen  goods  have  not  yet  advanced  in  the 
same  proportion,  not  being  in  such  strong  demand  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  but  with  the  coming  of  winter  the  increase  in  price  may 
even  surpass  that  of  cotton  ^oo(&.  Linen  goods  have  not  experienced 
the  same  relative  increase,  smce  the  raw  material  is  largely  produced 
in  Germany,  but  manufacturers  are  somewhat  imeasy  (£out  sufficient 
supplies  to  meet  the  regular  demand. 

The  Union  of  Manufacturers  of  Galvanized  Sheet-Iron  Wares  has 
decided  upon  an  increase  of  40  per  cent  in  prices  on  galvanized 
plates,  dishes,  and  other  vessels  for  domestic  use  to  go  into  effect  im- 
mediately. This  is  due  to  a  further  increase  in  the  prices  of  the  raw 
materials,  to  the  lack  of  labor,  and  to  the  advancing  <;ost  of  such 
labor  as  is  still  available, 
tin  Toys — Shoes  and  Leather  Ooods. 

The  Union  of  Tin  Toy  Manufacturers  has  increased  the  wholesale 
price  of  tin  to^  and  mechanical  figures  25  per  cent  since  the  opening 
of  the  war.  The  latest  increase  of  10  per  cent  in  the  beginnmg  or 
August  is  due  to  the  high  prices  of  raw  materials  caused  by  the  mili- 
tary requisitions. 

German-made  shoes  have  advanced  25  to  35  per  cent  since  the  op«i- 
ing  of  the  war  and  such  American-made  shoes  as  are  still  in  stock 
have  advanced  30  to  50  per  cent.  One  Breslau  dealer  informs  me  that 
he  has  not  been  able  to  import  any  shoes  from  America  since  August, 
1914 ;  while  another  dealer,  who  has  established  an  excellent  trade  in 
a  well-known  make,  says  that  he  has  not  received  any  shoes  since 
February,  1914.  An  attemi>t  was  recently  made  to  relieve  the  leather 
dtnation  by  an  order  releasing  such  supplies  for  domestic  use  as  may 
not  be  required  for  military  purposes,  but  this  has  not  yet  affected 
the  prices,  except  in  sole  leather  and  scraps  for  shoe  repairing.  An* 
^er  effort  is  now  being  made  to  relieve  the  hide  situation  by  an 
order  requiring  the  slau^ter  of  steers  in  this  district.  The  beef  is  to 
be  conserved  in  municipal  cold-storage  warehouses  and  sold  at  prices 
fixed  by  the  city  government. 

More  coffee  is  being  used  by  the  people  of  British  South  Africa. 
Imports  of  raw  coffee,  which  m  the  four  months  ended  April,  1913, 
amounted  to  6,627,141  pounds  and  in  the  like  period  of  1914  to 
8,564,058,  rose  to  12,741,715  pounds  in  the  first  four  months  of  the 
current  year. 
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DTDUSTBIES  OP  FA£  HOBT^ESH  LAITDS. 

[Commercial  AtUcM  Henry  D.  Baker,  Petrograd.  July  23.] 

Plans  are  under  way  at  Petrograd  for  consolidating  into  one  com- 
pany under  Russian  organization  all  the  coal-mining  claims  and 
Properties  (including  an  important  American  property)  in  Spitz- 
ergen,  about  500  miles  due  north  of  Norway  and  nearly  80°  north 
latitude.  On  this  territory  in  the  Arctic  Ocean,  which  is  about  the 
last  outpost  toward  the  almost  unknown  region  surrounding  the 
North  PolCj  the  coal-mining  already  carried  on,  chiefly  by  American 
capital,  easily  holds  the  "  farthest  north  "  record  of  organized  indus-. 
try,  just  as  the  penguin-oil  industry  of  Macquarie  Island,  in  the  Ant- 
arctic Ocean,  belonging  to  Tasmania,  has  held  the  "  farthest  south  " 
record. 

Goal  Milting  of  Spitabcrgen — Proposed  Syndicate. 

Spitsbergen  has  a  population  of  about  400  persons,  mostly  Nor- 
wegians, but  including  several  Americans.  PracticaUy  all  the  popu- 
lation is  engaged  in  coal  mining,  the  most  important  operations  oeing 
conducted  at  Advent  Bay  by  an  American  company,  which  has  been 
working  its  claims  for  10  years  and  now  takes  out  about  50,000  tons 
of  coal  per  annum.  All  this  coal,  which  is  said  to  be  of  exceptionally 
high  grade  (soft  coal,  15  per  cent  superior  to  Newcastle  coal),  is 
shipped  to  Tromso,  in  northern  Norway,  and  sold  to  the  Norwegian 
Government  for  use  on  the  State  railways.  There  are  also  three 
Norwegian  companies  working  claims  in  Spitzbergen,  one  at  Advent 
Bay  and  two  at  Green  Harbor. 

To  carry  out  the  project  of  combining  all  the  coal  properties  in 
operation  at  Spitzbergen  under  one  company,  there  has  been  pre- 
liminary organization  of  a  syndicate  of  Russian  capitalists  in  Petro- 
grad,  which,  at  a  cost  of  over  $20,000,  has  already  bought  options 
for  the  right  to  purchase  before  January  1,  1916,  all  the  properties 
and  claims  in  Spitzbergen,  including  that  of  the  American  company. 
A  well-known  mining  expert  has  been  engaged  by  this  syndicate  to> 
sail  in  August  from  Tromso  for  Spitzbergen,  where  he  will  spend 
several  weeks  in  investigating  all  the  claims  and  properties  there. '  If 
his  report  coiToborates  the  present  imderstanding  concerning  thes6 
Spitzbergen  coal  lands,  it  is  the  intention  to  organize  in  Petrograd 
a  company  capitalized  for  over  $4,000,000  to  purchase  and  devel<^ 
the  mines  and  claims.  [The  name  of  the  organizer  of  this  enterprise 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  567.] 

Ho  Oovernment  at  Spitzbergen — Communication. 

The  conditions  at  Spitzbergen  are  unique,  in  that  this  is  probably 
the  only  inhabited  and  promising  part  of  the  world  that  is  under 
the  sovereignty  of  no  country,  has  no  government  of  any  kind;  aad 
no  police  force,  courts,  laws,  or  regulations.  No  person  or  company 
can  expect  to  hold  or  own  any  property  or  claim  in  Spitzbergen, 
unless  it  is  actually  worked  or  occupied.  In  case  of  any  claim  or 
property  being  usurped  by  newcomers,  there  could  apparently  be 
no  redress  or  damages  except  by  the  use  of  force  or  through  negotia- 
tions between  the  Governments  of  which  the  two  claimants  might  be 
subjects.  [In  June,  1914,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Russia, 
Netherlands,  Germany,  France,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States 
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sent  representatives  to  Christianis  to  organize  some  form  of  admin- 
istration for  the  island  but  adjourned  on  July  30  without  completing 
their  labors.  The  proposed  resumption  of  their  work  in  February  of 
this  year  was  prevented  by  the  war.] 

Communication  with  Spitzbergen  is  effected  chiefly  by  means  of 
a  steamer  belongii^  to  an  American  coal  company,  which  makes  the 
distance  of  400  nmes  between  Tromso,  Norway,  and  Advent  Bay, 
Spitzbergen  (one-third  of  the  distance  between  Tromso  and  the  North 
Pole^ ,  in  about  48  hours.  The  passage  between  Spitzbergen  and  Nor- 
way is  made  only  during  June^  July?  August,  and  September,  the  ice 
around  the  island  rendering  it  inaccessible  during  the  rest  of  the 
year.  The  steamer  mentioned  can  carry  a  load  of  3,400  tons  weight, 
and  makes  enough  passages  during  the  four  months  to  take  awaj 
from  Spitzbergen  the  entire  annual  output  of  coal  from  the  Ameri- 
can mines,  as  well  as  to  bring  to  Spitzoergen  needed  supplies  and 
equipment. 
Klnlng  Xethods — Conditions  on  the  Island. 

While  Spitzbergen  is  not  mountainous,  the  surface  is  broken  up 
by  hills  400  feet  to  700  feet  high.  All  the  coal  is  found  above  sea 
level,  mostly  in  two  layers  under  the  surface.  It  is  mined  with  com- 
parative ease,-  conveniently  near  the  coast  line,  by  driving  lateral 
shafts  through  the  hills.  The  ground  is  honeycombed  with  these 
shafts  imtil  the  surface  above  is  supported  only  by  a  few  columns. 
These  are  then  taken  away  and  the  surface  falls  in,  the  mining  then' 
being  easy,  open  work.  As  the  coal  is  thus  mined  above  sea  level 
and  near  tne  beach,  its  conveyance  to  the  ship  waiting  for  it  is  sim- 
ply arranged  by  letting  it  drop  down  through  chutes. 

As  there  is  no  timber  on  Spitzbergen,  all  the  timber  used  for 
dwellings  or  for  mining  purposes  has  to  be  brought  from  Norway. 
Most  of  the  food  also  is  imported,  but  there  is  a  fairly  plentiful 
supply  of  fish,  seal,  reindeer,  and  white  bear.  The  climate  of  Spitz- 
bergoi,  notwithstanding  its  extreme  cold,  is  said  to  be  remarkably 
healthful,  and  there  is  little  or  no  sickness  there.  Moreover,  tbiJe 
conditions  of  mining  are  exceptionally  safe,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
explosions  of  gas  can  never  occur ;  the  mines  are  free  from  water  or 
dampness,  and  the  formation  of  dangerous  gases  is  impossible.  The 
frozen  condition  of  the  groimd  and  the  location  of  the  mines  above 
sea  level  account  for  the  absence  of  moisture.  Although  Spitzbergen 
has  never  been  carefully  explored  nor  carefully  studied  except  near 
1it»  coast,  surface  indications  point  to  the  presence  of  many  hundred 
million  tons  of  coal  in  this  remote  northern  part  of  the  world. 
JTranz  Joseph  land  Praettcally  Unknown— Hova  Zembla. 

,  About  200  miles  east  of  Spitzbergen,  and  lying  just  above  the 
ei^tieth  degree  of  north  latitude,  is  Franz  Joseph  Land,  which 
was  discovered  accidentally  some  years  ago  by  an  Austro-Hungarian 
subject,  and  has  been  considered  as  belonging  to  Austria-Hungary. 
In  August,  1914,  shortly  after  the  present  war  had  broken  out,  an 
expedition  from  Russia,  which  had  gone  to  Franz  Joseph  Land 

Snmarily  to  rescue  certain  persons  stranded  there,  planted  the 
lussian  flag  and  made  formal  claim  to  the  land  for  the  Kussian  Em- 
pire. There  is  a  certain  amount  of  sealing  and  fishing  around  the 
southern  ^ores  of  Franz  Joseph  Land,  but  it  is  not  yet  known 
whether  this  region,  like  Spitzbergen,  contains  resources  of  great 

Digitized  by  V^jUUyiC 


12U 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


economic  value.  The  period  during  .which. ice  conditions  permit  of 
visits  to  Franz  Joseph  Land  is  much  more  limited  than  in  the  case 
of  Spitzbergen. 

Nova  Zembla,  belonging  to  Russia,  lying  about  300  miles  south  of 
Franz  Joseph  Land,  and  separated  by  a  narrow  strait  and  by  the 
Kara  Sea  from  Western  Siberia,  is  said  to  have  resources  in  lead  and 
copper,  but  the  existence  of  such  metals  in  paying  quantities  has  never 
been  carefully  investigated.  A  small  group  of  persons  live  at  the 
southern  end  of  Nova  25embla,  chiefly  those  in  charge  of  a  wireless 
station  for  the  Russian  Government.  The  principal  duty  of  the 
wireless  station  is  to  report  ice  conditions  in  the  Kara  Sea,  so  that 
navigators  may  be  apprised  concerning  the  feasibility  of  entering 
the  waters  north  of  Siberia,  and  also  to  report  the  presence  of  any 
persons  sliipwrecked,  stranded,  or  caught  in  the  ice.  There  is  a  fair 
amount  of  sealing  and  fishing  around  Nova  Zembla,  but  no  other 
industry  at  present. 


DGPOBTS  Ain)  EXPOETS  OF  COFFEB. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  August  28,  1915,  follow : 


lUPORTS. 

Coontriflt. 

On,  iitttto,  uid  regolos 
(copper  contenU). 

plsUs,and<jd,ete. 

Oioad* 

Pounit. 
311,300 
25,310 
100,477 

Wl,4«0 
4,091 
10,170 

Poutri*. 

41,638 

755 

2,830,125 

832,580 

*4,<U 
151 

Chile 

P6ni                 .......•.•■••■■■>.■.....•• ■■•...... 

380. 4B1 
110,501 

Total 

482,  W3 

81,  «U 

3,701,0(8 

511,  OU 

DOUESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Countries. 


Ore,  matte,  and  regnlus. 


Pigs,  ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc 


Prance 

Italy 

Sweden 

England 

Scotland 

Canada 

Nicaragua 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Btacil. 

Peru 

Dutch  East  Indies. 
Australia 


Ttnt. 


022 


Total. 


022 


83,482 


Poimdt. 

3,790,811 

50,321 

1,120,350 

2,903,340 

117,555 

30,377 

0,335 

3,085 

10,446 

11,313 

35,021 

7,915 

15,809 

2,104 


3,482 


8,123,441 


»724,'739 

•■  53i.m 

'    3,306 
1 '  871 


1,542,  lit 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

New  York,  Room  409  ITnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  75Ji  Oliver  Bnil^iaf ; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Lonls,  403  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  lOSO  Hibemia  Bank  Bnildlng;.  Son 
Francisco,  306  ITnited  States  Customhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper-, 
ative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chambelr'of 
Commerce;  Los  Ang^eles,  Chamber  of  Cosuneree. 
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1T8E  OF  FIEE  NilCK  IS  ASGEHTlliA. 

(Consnl  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Bnenos  Aires,  Argentina.] 

The  principal  use  of  fire  brick  in  Buenos  Aires  is  for  settings  for 
boilers,  evaporators,  dryers,  and  all  other  classes  of  machinery  in 
■which  there  is  a  furnace.  The  largest  use  is  for  boiler  settings. 
There  are  no  blast  furnaces  in  this  country. 

The  ironworking  industries  in  Argentina  are  very  little  developed, 
and  promise  very  little  for  the  future,  as  the  raw  materials — iron, 
coal,  and  coke — all  have  to  be  imported.  The  item  of  freight  on  coal 
is  ordinarily  greater  than  the  cost  of  the  coal  at  the  port  of  shipment. 

Two  local  rolling  mills  are  the  largest  users  here  of  fire  brick. 
Their  products  are  principally  ornamental  ironwork,  light  structural 

Sillars,  etc.     [Names  of  these  companies  may  be  obtamed  from  the 
lureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  49400.] 
Vw  by  Railroads — Countries  Furnishing  Supply. 

Railroads  which  use  some  fire  brick  in  their  shops  are:  Bahia 
Blanca  &  Northeastern  Railway,  Florida  753;  Ferrocarril  Buenos 
Aires  al  Pacifico,  Florida  753;  Ferrocarril  Central  Argentino,  Bar- 
tolome  Mitre  299 ;  Ferrocarril  Central  Buenos  Aires,-  Gorrientes  4002 ; 
Ferrocarril  del  Sud,  Plaza  Constitucion ;  and  Ferrocarril  Western  of 
Buenos  Aires,  Pueyrred6n  128,  all  of  Buenos  Aires.  The  Compaiiia 
Anglo  Argentina  de  Tranvias  de  Buenos  Aires,  Avenida  de  Mayo  819, 
is  also  a  purchaser. 

Fire  brick  is  received  principally  from  England,  Germany  and 
Belgium.  The  imports  in  1912, 1913,  and  for  six  months  of  1914,  in 
numbers,  were : 


Countries  of  origin. 


Nnmber. 


England 

Germany 

B^inm 

United  States. 
AH  others 


6,181,000 

389,000 

936,000 

101,000 

41,000 


Total  for  1912 

,  Total  tor  1913 

,  First  httUofWU.. 


5,928,000 
4,601,000 
1,982,000 


Eange  of  Frlees  and  Shipping  Terms. 

In  price,  fire  brick  ranges  from  $28.80  to  $38.40,  United  States  cur- 
rency, per  thousand,  delivered  at  the  port  of  entry.  All  sales  of  fire 
brick  appear  to  be  made  on  a  delivered  price,  the  shipper  prepaying 
the  freight.  Ordinarily  fire  brick  is  purchased  by  the  consumer  from 
Ideal  machinery-supply  houses,  and  practically  the  only  cases  in 
which  it  is  shipped  from  abroad  direct  to  the  consumer  are  where  it 
accompanies  a  purchase  of  machinery. 

' '  '^here  are  no  Government  regulations  as  to  the  sizes  and  weights 
of  packages  of  bricks.  They  are  generally  shipped  in  export  crates. 
A  erate  generally  contains  from  58  to  68  bricks,  and  a  standard  crate 
contains  about  4.5  cubic  feet.  The  weight  of  1,000  bricks,  crated, 
will  be  approximately  7,700  pounds  and  will  take  about  85  cubic  feet 
space. 

Some  of  the  most  usual  English  sizes  are:  No.  4,  9  by  4|  by  2| 
indies;  No.  5, 9  by  ^  by  1^  inches;  No.  6,  9  by  24  by  IJ  inches. 

Fire  brick  for  settings  of  evaporators  generally  weighs  from  6^  to 
7  jpotmds,  the  princijMtl  American  names  being  No.  1  Arch,  No.  1 
Wedge,  Hayes  Run  9-inch,  and  Orvis  9-inch. 
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FOBEIOH  TKADE  OFPOBTUIIITIES. 

(Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bovean  or  Its  bittach 

oflicra.] 

Machinery,  No.  18226. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  Chile  reports  that  a  business  man  In  that  country  desires  to  estab- 
lish a  plant  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  butter  substitute  and  preparing 
edible  oils  and  fats.  He  also  desires  machinery  for  extracting  oil  and  the 
hydrogenatlon  of  fats  and  oils.  He  states  that  he  desires  to  purchase  a 
complete  plant,  and  states  that  he  Is  prepared  to  pay  cash  in  advance.  He 
desires  a  plant  of  proven  efficiency.  He  does  not  care  to  make  any  experi- 
ments. He  Is  also  Interested  In  machinery  for  making  soaps.  Duplicate 
copies  of  catalogues,  etc.,  should  be  sent  to  the  commercial  attach^. 

Fustic,  Ko.  18227. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Honduras  writes  that  he  Is 
advised  that  there  is  available  for  delivery  within  three  months  about  200 
to  250  tons  of  fustic.  He  transmits  the  name  of  a  firm  which  is  interested 
in  the  exportation  of  this  commodity. 

Agricultural  implements.  No.  18228. — ^A  Itusslan  Arm  informs  the  Bureau  that  it 
desires  to  make  agency  connections  for  mowers  and  plows,  hand  or  horse 
operated  hay  presses,  and  plumbing  and  heating  supplies.  Beference  is 
given.    The  firm  desires  to  deal  on  a  cash  basis. 

Boutehold  supplies.  No.  18220. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  France  trans- 
mits the  names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  merchants  who  desire  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  household  articles 
of  all  kinds. 

Wool  waste.  No.  18230.— A  Arm  in  the  United  States  writes  the  branch  office 
of  the  Bureau  In  Boston  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  copununicatlon 
with  dealers  in  wool  waste. 

Tobacco,  No.  18231. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Burma  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  names  and  addresses  of  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  chewing  tobacco.  Samples,  price  lists, 
and  full  information  should  be  forwarded  at  once. 

Tobacconists'  supplies.  No.  18232. — ^The  bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
business  man  In  the  Philippines  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price 
lists,  and  full  information  from  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  pipes 
and  tobacconists'  sundries. 

Bromide  of  potassium.  No.  182S3. — ^A  firm  in  tlie  United  States  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
communication  from  a  business  man  in  Switzerland  stating  that  he  desires 
to  receive  offers  from  American  exi>orters  of  bromide  of  potassium,  ft  is 
stated  that  the  buyer  is  willing  to  make  a  cash  deposit  in  any  designated 
bank  or  will  make  payment  against  sliipping  documents  on  arrival  of  tlie 
goods. 

Milled  steel.  No.  1S234. — The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  In 
receipt  of  a  communication  from  a  firm  in  the  United  States  stating  that  :its 
correspondent  In  the  Straits  Settlements  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  milled-steel  light  an^^es,  tees, 
flats,  bars,  and  roUed-steel  joists.  Sections,  weights,  etc.,  should  conform  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  British  sizes. 

Jewelry,  No.  18235. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  has  transmitted 
the  name  of  a  firm  In  his  district  which  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  imitation  jewelry. 

8oap,  No.  18236. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Burma  reports  that  a  firm  in 
his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
household  and  laundry  soap.  Full  information  as  to  prices  and  condMdona 
of  agency,  etc.,  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Drugs,  etc..  No.  18237. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Chile  transmits  a  letter  from  a  bu^ness  man  in  that  country  who 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  drugs  and 
druggists'  supplies.  The  man  states  that  he  speaks  and  writes  Spanish 
and  is  familiar  with  business  conditions  In  South  America.  He  states  that 
he  holds  a  diploma  as  a  registered  pharmacist  In  the  United  States  and  is 
familiar  with  business  methods  and  customs  in  the  United  States.  He 
submits  references. 
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BBITISH  EUBABOO  OK  SHODDT. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London.] 

Wool  shoddy  and  shoddy  containing  cotton,  whatever  the  propor- 
tion, are  now  subject  to  embargo  in  Great  Britain,  shipment  except 
to  British  possessions  being  prohibited.  [The  exportation  of  shoddy 
containing  more  than  one-third  cotton  was  formerly  permitted.] 


CTTSBAirr  CBOP  IN  GREECE. 

[Cablegram  from  ContntI  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patnsi  4ated  Bept,  4,1 

The  official  estimate  of  the  new  currant  crop  in  Greece  is  now 
130,000  tons  against  earlier  estimate  of  160,000.  The  quality  of  fruit 
is  reported  as  medium  only. 


CHINESE  COmaSSION  BEPOSTS  ON  AUEBICAN  TRADE. 

[Cablegram  from  Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  Peking,  China,  Bept.  8.] 

The  chairman  and  the  secretary  of  the  Chinese  Commercial  Com- 
mission to  the  United  States  are  now  in  Peking  arranging  an  audi- 
ence with  President  Yuan  Shih  Kai.  They  state  that  the  imme- 
diate establishment  of  a  Chinese-American  bank  and  a  trans-Pacific 
steamship  company  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  advancement 
of  American-Chinese  trade.  They  enthusiastically  express  gratitude 
for  the  generous  American  hospitality  given  the  commission  while 
on  its  recent  tour  of  the  United  States. 


Over  a  million  Calcutta  jute  bags  were  received  at  Honolulu  from 
a  Japanese  vessel.  They  were  for  various  Hawaiian  sugar  planta- 
tions. 
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COOFESAUTE  HABEETINa  AHONG  OUTASIO  FASHESa 

[Consul  Fred  C.  Slater,  Samia,  Canada,  Aag.  20.] 

For  a  number  of  years  there  has  been  more  or  less  a^tation  in  the 
more  settled  sections  of  Canada,  particularly  in  Ontario,  relative  to 
cooperative  marketing  of  farm  products.  It  is  hoped  thereby  to 
secure  some  of  the  middleman's  profits  for  the  producer.  However, 
the  advantages  anticipated  in  this  direction  have  not  fully  been 
realized.  One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  is  that  the  farmers  do  not 
always  put  their  united  efforts  back  of  the  movement. 

A  bulletin  just  issued  by  the  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture, 
devoted  to  education  in  the  line  of  cooperative  marketing,  recites 
some  of  the  obstacles  in  the  way  and  gives  detailed  instructions  for 
organization.    In  the  main  the  obstacles  are  given  thus: 

So  far  In  Ontario  cooperation  has  not  made  a8  rapid  progress  as  some  wotild 
desire.  Tlie  failures  have  been  explained  by  one  cause  or  another,  the  most 
frequent,  perhaps,  being  the  general  lack  of  Itnowledge  of  the  cooperative  idea, 
sometimes  spolcen  of  as  the  "disloyalty  of  the  members."  A  primary  canse 
of  many  failures,  and  one  which  is  not  fully  appreciated  when  cooperation  is 
under  discussion,  is  the  lack  of  a  proper  basis  of  organization  and  the  lack  of 
proper  business  safeguards  In  the  detail  methods  of  doing  business  and  of 
accounting. 

It  advises  that  a  beginning  be  made  with  one  or  a  few  commodities 
only;  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  manager  who  can  successfully 
market  all  farm  products,  through  he  ma^  know  markets  and 
marketing  conditions  for  a  few.  Licorporation  is  advised  in  pref- 
erence to  the  copartnership  plan. 


FBENCH  COHMEBCIAL  AND  AOBICULTTJKAL  COHHISSION. 

;  [Coniml  Clarence  Carrlgan,  Nante«,  Ang.  18.] 

An  association  b'f  ^reAl  importance  to  the  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural growth  of  this  part  of  France  has  recently  been  formed  at 
Nantes.  Under  the  presidency  of  the  chairman  of  the  Nantes  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  a  commercial  and  agricultural  commission  has 
l>een  established  with  the  object  of  encouraging  in  every  po^ble 
way  the  creation  of  new  industries  in  this  district.  A  special  study 
will  be  made  of  the  possibility  of  transferring  to  this  region  the 
manufactures  hitherto  carried  on  in  those  northern  Provinces  that 
are  now  in  enemy  hands.  It  is  confidently  expected  that,  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  technical  and  industrial  forces  of  France,  the 
necessary  encouragement  will  also  be  given  to  private  enterprise  and 
initiative  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Under  the  plans  formulated  by  the  commission,  the  development 
of  commercial  and  technical  education  will  be  urged.  Separate 
chemical,  commercial,  and  agricultural  institutes  wiU  be  formed  at 
Nantes.  Banking  interests  will  be  asked  to  favor,  so  far  as  possible, 
local  business  investments. 

As  this  movement  counts  among  its  members  the  leading  indus- 
trial interests  of  this  community  and  district,  the  results  accom- 
Klished  by  the  association  should  be  of  far-reaching  importance, 
[oreover,  industrial  growth  along  tlie  lines  planned  b^  the  com- 
mission will  undoubtedly  create  new  openings  in  this  region  for  raw 
products,  machinery,  and  other  supplies. 
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PTII.VT7T>T'»^-  —    _  ^^^axxnt  SYSTEM  OH  STEAMSHIPS. 

i»ice  Consul  G.  C.  Woodward,  Vancourer,  British  Colambia,  Canada,  Aug.  27.] 

The  Pacific  Coast  Steamship  Co.,  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  with  local 
offices  in  this  city,  operating  passenger  and  freight  steamers  between 
San  Francisco  and  Puget  Sound  ports  and  the  latter-named  ports 
and  Alaskan  ports,  intend  testing  the  possibilities  of  utilizing  pul- 
verized coal  as  fuel  for  marine  boilers.  The  company  plans  the 
chartering  of  a  tug  for  conducting  a  series  of  elaborate  experiments 
on  Puget  Sound,  with  the  view,  if  they  prove  successful,  of  installing 
powdered  coal  burning  systems  on  their  vessels.  It  is  said  that  these 
experiments  will  be  the  first  of  their  kind  on  Puget  Sound,  and  the 
outcome  will  be  watched  with  interest  by  all  shipping  companies  on 
the  Pacific  coast. 

As  the  cheapest  grades  of  coal  can  be  used  in  the  pulverized  form, 
it  is  believed  that  this  system,  if  successful,  will  be  much  cheaper  than 
the  present  coal-burning  methods  and  as  well  a  serious  competitor 
of  oil. 

It  is  stated  that  where  railroads  have  used  this  system  the  records 
show  that  the  pulverized  coal  produces  more  steam  than  coal  in  its 
ordinary  form  and  that  smoke  is  eliminated.  Dust  and  ashes  are 
carried  off  in  the  exhaust  and  there  is  a  saving  of  15  to  20  per  cent 
in  the  quantity  of  coal  consumed,  complete  consumption  taking 
place.  As  in  the  case  of  oil  fuel,  a  strong  artificial  draft  is  necessary, 
while  grates,  ash  pans,  smoke-box  netting,  spark  hoppers,  firing  tools, 
squirt  hoses,  etc.,  are  eliminated.  The  pulverized  coal  is  fed  into  a 
blower  by  a  gravitv  conveyer  and  the  blower  shoots  it  into  the  fire- 
box, where  air  combustion  takes  place  in  a  similar  way  to  that  of  oil 
burners. 

It  is  thought  possible  that  the  present  oil-burning  systems  on 
steamships  can  be  partially  used  for  bumii^g  pulvprjizi^,co^].    , , 


TBADE  NOTES  FBOM  THE  AZOKES. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schnlz,  St.  Mtcbaels,  Axores,  Aug.  23.] 
Asierieaii  Booflng — Xotor  Tmek. 

American  roofing  material  is  being  imported  at  St.  Michaels.  The 
first  shipment  was  received  in  August  and  will  be  used  in  the  contrac- 
tion of  a  new  theater.  Increased  importations  may  be  expected  if 
the  material  proves  a  success. 

An  order  for  a  3-ton  motor  truck  has  been  placed  in  the  United 
States  by  sugar-beet  interests.    It  will  be  the  first  motor  truck  intro- 
duced.   It  will  be  used  experimentally,  as  the  mountainous  condition 
of  the  country  has  discouraged  the  introduction  of  motor  trucks. 
American  Coal — Alcohol  from  Sweet  Potatocf. 

Another  order  for  3,000  tons  of  American  coal  has  been  placed 
by  local  dealers  for  delivery  in  schooners.  Several  schooners  have 
been  employed  in  the  trade  in  recent  months.  The  quickest  voyage 
was  25  days.    Freights  are  $6  to  $7.50  per  ton. 

The  alcohol  factory  at  Lagoa  will  resume  operations  in  November 
for  one  month.  The  establishment  has  been  shut  down  since  1905. 
About  200  tons  of  sweet  potatoes  will  be  converted  into  alcohol  per 
day. 
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MJjTHKTlT.ATroS  KOTES. 

[Commercial  Attacli«  Erwln  W.  Thompson,  The  Hagae,  Aug.  18.] 
Wares  Heeded  in  Straits  Settlements — Export  Certifloates. 

The  Dutch  consul  at  Penang  (Straits  Settlements)  reports  a  grow- 
ing scarcity  of  cigarette  papers,  soaps,  perfumes,  enameled  ware, 
porcelain  ware,  and  toys.    These  goods  would  bring  high  prices. 

According  to  recent  regulations,  before  goods  of  any  Kind  may  be 
exported  overseas  from  Holland  a  "certificate  of  origin"  must  be 
produced  to  the  Dutch  Director  of  Customs,  declaring  under  oath 
not  only  that  the  goods  themselves  but  the  raw  materials  from  which 
they  are  made  are  actually  of  Dutch  origin.  Steamship  companies 
will  not  accept  shipments  without  such  certificates. 

Proposed  Organization  of  "  Industry  CentraL" 

Holland's  dependence  upon  other  coimtries  for  manufactured  prod- 
ucts has  become  more  conspicuous  since  the  war  has  rendered  foreign 
commerce  so  difficult  and  expensive.  The  Dutch  Polytechnic  Weekly 
is  advocating  the  organization  of  an  "  industry  central,"  which  would 
be  a  voluntary  association  for  giving  general  aid  to  all  Dutch  indus- 
tries, both  in  existence  and  to  be  created.  It  could  act  as  a  coopera- 
tive purchasing  agent  for  foreign  raw  material  and  selling  agent 
for  products  in  foreign  fields  and  could  perform  useful  service  in 
encouraging  home  patronage  for  domestic  products.  .  It  could  give 
technical  advice  on  methods  of  manufacture. 

National  laws  now  prevent  the  exi)ortation  of  butter  and  some 
other  native  products  unless  they  attain  a  certain  prescribed  stand- 
ard of  excellence.  The  proposed  new  organization  might  promulgate 
certain  standards  of  excellence  for  many  other  products  and  protect 
them  by  a  collective  trade-mark. 

Viiifomt  fOT'Lanistorm, ' . , . . 

There  is  great  Activity  in  the  manufacture  of  uniforms  in  Holland. 
These  are  for  the  "  Landstorm,"  lately  authorized.  The  large  firms 
who  received  the  orders  from  the  Grovemment  are  subletting  much  of 
the  work  to  the  smaller  clothing  manufacturers  in  various  Duteh 
cities.  The  uniforms  are  of  heavy  cotton  cloth  of  a  dark  olive-green 
color.  It  is  woven  and  dyed  in  Holland.  It  is  31J  inches  wide, 
weighing  10^  ounces  per  yard. 


HIGH  FSICE  OF  FOTTLTBY  AND  EOOS  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  July  30.] 

The  high  price  of  grain  for  chicken  feed  in  New  Zealand  has  so 
much  affected  the  price  of  poultry  and  eggs  that  it  is  found  profitable 
to  import  instead  of  export,  as  has  been  the  custom.  This  has  caused 
the  poultry  raisers  to  protest,  for  they  claim  eggs  are  imported  from 
America  and  other  foreign  countries  and  sold  as  fresh-laid  eggs. 
They  have  asked  the  Government  to  apply  the  food  and  drug  law 
to  compel  importers  to  mark  the  origin  oi  all  eggs  imported;  also, 
that  all  chilled  eggs  offered  for  sale  be  branded  as  such.  It  is  not 
])ossible  to  give  the  imports  of  poultry  and  eggs  from  the  United 
States  since  they  are  not  listed. 
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BUBBEB  SHIFHEirrS  FSOM  AMAZON  VALLEY. 

[Consul  George  H.  Pickerell,  Para,  Brazil.  Aug.  7.] 

In  July,  1915,  the  first  month  of  the  new  crop  year,  exports  of 
crude  rubber  from  the  Brazilian  ports  of  Para,  Manaos,  and  Itacoa- 
tiara  to  Europe  were  considerably  less  than  half  those  for  July,  1914 ; 
to  the  United  States  they  were  30  per  cent  larger,  this  increase  being 
distributed  among  the  four  grades  of  rubber  that  constitute  the  ship- 
ments from  the  Amazon  valley,  as  the  following  summary  shows: 


Exported  Irom— . 


Fine. 


Medium.       Coane.        Caoclio. 


Total 


I'ara  to- 
United  States. . 
Europe 

Manaos  to- 
United  States.. 
Europe 

Itaooattra  to- 
United  SUtes. 
Europe 


Potmia. 
735,336 
328,035 

335,  S06 
317,768 


Poutiit, 
£00,989 
17,361 

47,476 
47,571 


Poundt. 
837,909 
23,030 

147,337 
8,025 


Pound*. 
842,318 
452 

299,778 
44,055 


Poundt. 
2,616,552 
367,868 

830,307 
417,419 


13,339 


331 


6,329 


1,517 


21,568 


tal,  July, 

United  States 

Europe , 

Total,  July,  1914,  to- 
United  States 

Europe 


1,071,142 
•59,192 

750,826 
713,974 


248,465 
65,263 

145,357 
93,037 


985,246 
36,374 

SOS,  383 
133,267 


1,142,096 
46,024 

947,639 
1,041,536 


3,446,949 
£06,853 

2,653,204 
1,981,814 


Qrand  total,  July,  1915.. 
Giand  total,  July,  1914. 


1,730,334 
1,464,800 


813,728 
238,384 


1,021,620 
941,649 


1,188,120 
1,989,175 


4,253,802 
4,634,018 


[A  detailed  review  of  the  exports  of  crude  rubber  from  the  Amazon  Valley 
In  the  crop  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  appeared  in  Commekce  Rbfobts  for  Aug. 
10  last] 

THE  HEMP  AND  TOW  INDXTSTBT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A,  Winslow,  Auckland,  Aug.  0.] 

The  hemp  and  tow  industry  of  New  Zealand  enjoyed  a  prosperous 
season  from  April  1  to  June  30,  1915,  although  the  gr^es  did  not 
measure  up  well  to  the  standard.  This  was  owing  to  the  moist  weather 
and  heavy  rains.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  bales  of 
the  leading  grades  of  hemp  and  tow  baled  during  the  quarter,  as  com- 
pared with  ftie  corresponding  quarter  of  1914 : 


1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

Bemp: 

Oood,lalr 

Bala. 

6,331 

10,976 

6,517 

3,114 

BaU». 

8,034 

14.533 

4,009 

1,614 

Tow: 
•  First-nade 

Balet. 

909 

3,916 

2,876 

308 

Bala. 
1,750 

High-point,  f&ir 

3,954 
1,910 

Low-point,  lair 

Tbird-gnlde   

All  otlier  grades 

20S 

Total. 

Total. 

24,938 

28,190 

8,007 

7,822 

The  average  bale  of  hemp  weighs  400  pounds,  and  tow  from  150  to 
200  pounds. 

The  exports  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1915,  amounted  to 
$842,999,  as  compared  with  a  total  of  $781,438  for  the  correspond- 
ing quarter  of  1914.  The  increased  value  in  exports  was  due  to 
higher  prices  prevailing. 

The  price  of  hemp  that  was  quoted  at  from  $82.73  to  $87.60  per  ton 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  has  advanced  to  good  fair,  $114.35; 
high  point,  $109.49;  low  point,  $100.98;  with  tow  at  $43.79  for  first 
grade,  $38.93  for  second  grade,  and  $34.06  for  third  grade. 
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chueait  uasket  cohditiohs. 

[Congnl  General  L.  J.  Kecna,  ValparalBo,  July  16.1 

The  market  report  of  Jackson  Bros.,  Valparaiso,  under  date  of 
Jidy  9, 1915,  contains  so  many  features  of  interest  to  American  trade 
that  it  is  quoted  herewith  almost  in  its  entirety : 

The  feature  of  the  bar-copper  market  during  the  past  fortnight  has  been  a 
further  sharp  fall  In  prices,  from  £83  10s.  [$406.35  United  States  gold]  on  the 
25th  ultimo  down  to  £78  17s.  Cd.  [$383.85]  on  the  8th  Instant  Since  £87  5s. 
[$424.60]  (the  highest  quotation  of  the  year)  was  touched  on  June  14,  prices 
have  rapidly  declined,  showing  a  drop  of  $40  United  States  in  less  than  a 
month's  time.  Taking  into  consideration  the  exceedingly  firm  state  of  the  market 
a  fall  in  values  to  this  extent  was  not  anticipated  and  was  considered  almost 
impossible.  We  have  sold  during  the  past  fortnight  4,826  metric  quintals 
[metric  quintal=220.46  pounds]  of  bar  copper,  all  for  shipment  to  New  York. 
Chile  charters  up  to  July  1  amount  to  21,400  tons,  or  say  an  increase  of  1,700 
tons  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  date  last  year.  Some  900  tons  of 
copper  regulus  here  have  been  sold  during  the  fortnight. 

Improved  Demand  for  Hitrate. 

The  price  of  nitrate  has  Improved  rapidly  during  the  fortnight  and  a  large 
business  has  been  transacted.  The  total  exports  during  June  were  3,868,200 
quintals,  or  187,000  quintals  less  than  during  June  last  year.  The  June  pro- 
duction was  2,614,000  quintals,  as  compared  with  5,753,000  quintals  In  June, 
1914.  (Flfty-flve  oflcinas  were  working  as  against  134  last  year.)  The  favor- 
able outlook  is  resulting  in  several  of  the  oflcinas  starting  to  produce  again. 

In  95  per  cent  the  price  of  7/  [$1.70  United  States  currency  at  normal  rate 
of  exchange],  which  was  paid  freely  at  the  end  of  last  fortnight,  improved 
rapidly  to  7/6  [$1,825],  and  sellers  now  hold  out  for  7/7  [$1.85].  For  de- 
liveries between  August  and  December  the  price  of  7/1  [$1.72]  was  accepted 
early  In  the  fortnight,  but  has  now  reached  7/6i  [$1.83]  for  September-Decem- 
ber, and  7/6§  [$1,835]  has  been  paid  for  a  small  lot  for  December.  For  all 
next  year  heavy  lots  were  pliced  at  7/2  [$1.74]  on  the  30th  of  June,  7/21 
[$1.73]  was  paid  on  the  following  day,  7/3  [$1.76]  on  the  3d,  and  the  latest 
Kales  have  been  made  at  7/5  [$1,805],  there  still  remaining  buyers  at  this 
flgure,'  . 

The  depiand  for  tbc  reflned  quality  has  also  been  brisk.  Prompt  bronght 
7/3  [$1-76]  fo  start  with'  and  has  Improved  to  7/8i  [$1.88],  which  price  has 
been  paid  for  Augnst-October.  Wi  qaote  95  per  cent  prompt  and  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  at  7/7  [$1.85],  all  next  year  7/5i  [$1.85] ;  and  96  per  cent,  7/10 
1$1.906]  (nominal)  and  7/lOi  [$1,916]  for  end  of  year,  aU  alongside. 

Wheat  and  Coal. 

During  the  last  fortnight  some  8,000  tons  of  California  wheat  (Blue  Stem 
Vo.  1)  have  been  purchased  by  Chilean  mlUers.  This  grain  will  be  shipped 
during  August,  &3ptember,  and  October  by  steamers.  The  price  paid  was 
$6.34  United  States  currency  per  100  kilos  [220.46  pounds],  In  twilled  bags, 
placed  on  railway  cars  Valparaiso. 

In  Chile  wheat  little  or  nothing  has  been  offered,  late  transactions  having 
been  effected  as  high  as  $6.82  United  States  currency  per  100  kilos,  bulk  in 
the  BYontler,  but  no  doubt  holders  would  be  well  disposed  to  accept  some  rate 
more  in  accord  with  the  Imported  article. 

Scarcely  any  business  has  been  done  in  coal  during  the  past  fortnight,  and 
the  few  transactions  effected  were :  Part  of  a  sailer  cargo  of  Seaham,  May  sail- 
ing, was  resold  at  37s.  6d.  [$9.12]  for  Antofagasta,  and  a  small  lot,  same  class, 
July  sailing,  at  40a.  [$9.73]  for  Iquique.  A  steamer  cargo  of  Pocahontas, 
August  sailing,  was  placed  at  40s.  We  quote  Australian  at  40s.  to  45s.  [$9.73 
to  $10.95],  according  to  class,  port,  and  sailing. 

Exchange — ^Ifrelght  Bates. 

Exchange  opened  on  the  26th  nltimo  at  78id.,  and  remained  with  altematlTe 
buyers  and  sellers  at  this  figure  until  the  6th  Instant,  when  a  distinct  Improve- 
ment became  apparent,  the  rate  rising  to  8d.  sellers.  On  the  7th  It  Improved  to 
8 Ad.;  opening  yesterday,  the  8th  Instant,  at  Sid,  It  declined  during  the  course 
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of  the  day,  closing  at  8 Ad.,  and  to-day  at  SJd.  for  flrst-class  London  bills  at 
90  days  sight    The  Bank  of  Chile  rate  Is  8Ad.,  draft  payable  In  gold  at  ISAd. 

No  freight  charters  far  nitrate  have  been  reported  as  effected  on  the  coast 
during  the  past  fortnight.  The  market  has  not  experienced  much  change  and 
has  still  a  weaker  tendency.  By  steamer  to  load  August-September  the  quota- 
tion Is  60s.  [$14.60]  for  the  United  Kingdom  or  Continent,  but  the  option  for 
the  Mediterranean  has  declined  to  78s.  [$18.98].  For  the  United  States  a 
steamer  is  on  offer  on  tills  coast  at  45s.  [$10.95],  but  less  might  be  accepted. 


UANTrFACTTTBE  OF  COPBA  IN  BBITISH  HONSUSAS. 

[Consol  William  L.  Arery,  Belize,  Aog.  26.] 

During  the  eight  months  January  to  August,  1915,  there  were 
shipped  from  Belize  40,649  pounds  of  copra  to  the  United  States 
and  over  100,000  pounds  to  England,  or  more  than  the  total  ^ip- 
ments  for  as  many  previous  years. 

The  meat  of  small  coconuts,  nuts  broken  in  handling,  and  nuts 
that  have  sprouted  can  be  profitably  used  in  preparing  copra,  and 
imless  the  local  market  price  of  first-class  nuts  exceeds  $14  per  thou- 
sand such  nuts  can  be  used  as  well.  Copra  is  worth  4  and  5  cents 
in  this  market.  A  thousand  nuts  should  yield  400  pounds  of  copra, 
but  the  fancy  prices  that  have  been  paid  for  coconuts  during  the 
past  six  years  forbade  consideration  of  making  the  article;  as  high 
as  $30  per  1,000  has  been  paid  for  coconuts  in  Belize. 

The  manufacture  of  copra  is  not  expensive  in  this  colony,  the  meat 
extracted  from  the  nut  being  dried  in  the  sun  in  five  or  six  days,  or 
under  cover  in  the  rainy  season.  The  copra  is  then  ready  for  sack- 
ing and  shipment.  The  oil,  if  at  all  tainted,  can  be  prontably  used 
in  soap  manufacture.  First-grade  oil  is  used  in  making  a  cheap 
but  wholesome  grade  of  butter,  which  is  now  used  extensively  in 
Europe. 

Coconuts  are  being  extensively  planted  in  this  coimtry.  It  is  a 
very  profitable  industry,  even  when  nuts  sell  at  $12  per  thousand. 
Copra  manufacture  is,  however,  a  new  venture,  but  one  that  will 
probably  succeed  and  increase.  No  attention  was  paid  to  it  until 
this  year. 

The  immediate,  even  though  slight,  effect  on  American  trade  will 
be  the  demand  for  bags  and  bagging. 

[A  list  of  the  producers  of  copra  in  Honduras  may  t>e  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  65,464.] 


NEW  SISAL-CABRTIN6  LINE  FOB  NEW  OELEANS. 

[Commercial  AgeDt  E.  E.  Judd,  New  Orleans^  La.,  Sept.  2.] 

The  New  York  and  Cuban  Steamship  Co.,  generally  known  as  the 
Ward  Line,  yesterday  announced  the  establishment  of  a  regular  serv- 
ice between  New  Orleans  and  Progreso,  Mexico.  There  will  be  at 
least  one  sailing  a  month  and  more  if  sufficient  cargo  offers.  The 
Ward  Line  has  been  experimenting  with  this  service  for  the  past  two 
or  three  months  with  such  satisfactory  results  as  to  warrant  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  regular  service.  The  business  of  the  Ward  Line 
at  New  Orleans  will  be  handled  through  the  office  of  the  New  York 
&  Porto  Sican  Steamship  Co.,  S.  T.  De  Milt,  general  agent. 

The  next  sailings  of  this  line  to  Progreso  are  the  steamship  Kotonia 
on  September  4,  and  the  Yumuri  on  September  9. 
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LEADING  ABTICIES  Df  AHEBICAH  IHPOBT  TBADS. 

The  relative  value  of  leading  articles  in  the  import  trade  of  the 
United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  1915  is  shown  in  a  table  compiled  by 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of 
Commerce. 

The  year's  import  trade  totaled  $1,674,200,000,  a  decrease  of 
$219,700,000  compared  with  1914.     Manufactures  other  than  food 

Eroducts  account  for  most  of  the  reduction,  their  total  imports  in  1915 
eing  $574,200,000,  or  $194,900,000  less  than  in  the  fiscal  year  1914. 
Imports  of  crude  materials  for  use  in  manufacturing  in  1915  aggre- 
gated $575,100,000,  a  fall  of  $57,700,000  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  domestic  demand  for  this  class  of  foreign  merchandise 
increased,  kowever,  during  the  latter  portion  of  the  year,  and  in 
June,  the  closing  month,  imports  were  20  per  cent  more  than  in  June 
last  year.  Imports  of  foodstuffs  during  the  fiscal  year  1915  amounted 
to  $518,800,000,  an  increase  of  $43,200,000  over  1914. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  leading  articles  imported 
into  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  years  1914  and  1915 : 


Artldas. 


Fboil 


1914 


19U 


ArUdas. 


FisealTBtf— 


1914 


1915 


Canenigir tlOJ, 

Cofle* no, 

Bides  and  skins 120, 

Indian  robber,  eta 76, 

Chemicals  and  drugs 94, 

8Uk 

Wool 

Fiber  manufactmas 

Wood  manufactures 

Cotton  manufactures 

Fibers,  nnmanufactored 

Tin 

Wool  manubeturas 

Meats 

Tolxtooo,     unmanufac- 
tured  

Fruits 

Faper    and    manufac- 
tures of 

Bilk  manufootnres 

Vei!(table  oils 

Cotton,  raw 

Cocas  or  cacao,  crude 

Iron  and  steel  mfrs 

Copper  manufactures... 


600,000 

700,000 

300,000 

200,  COO 

500,000 

100. « 

{3.9 

82.4 

44.4 

70.7 

300,000 

400,000 

300,000 

100,000 

000,000 
600,000 
600,000 

500,000 
300,000 
500,000 

soo,aoo 

»)0,000 
800,000 


n74, 000,000 

100,700,000 

104,200,000 

87,100,000 

83,800,000 

83.1 

08.2 

61.6 

47.0 

46.2 

40,400,000 

30,800,000 

29,800,000 

28,600,000 

27,200,000 
27,100,000 
25,800,000 

25,000,000 
24,800,000 
23,200,000 
22,900,000 
22,700,000 
20,400,000 


Leather  manuiMtates 

Soda  salts 

Cattle 

Tea , 

Nuts , 

Precious  stones 

Dairy  products 

Wood 

Spirits,  wlnes,eto 

Flaxseed 

Qums , 

Copper , 

Fertilizers 

Hats  and  materials 

Mineral  oils 

Beeds,  not  ftex 

Vegetables 

Dyestufls , 

Eartbenwara 

Toys , 

Rice 

Com , 

Spices 

Feathers , 


125,100,000 

18,400,000 

18,700,000 

M,  700. 000 

19,800,000 

83,400,000 

15.4 

18.0 

20.3 

10.6 

12.7 

13,700,000 

Z^.  200,  OOO 

12,100,000 

l3,7on,noo 

9,o0(l,(«) 

1,1.  ino.  1100 

9,400,000 
10,800,000 
9,100,000 
7,  .500, 000 
7,000,000 
6, BOO,  000 
8,KOO,0QO 


*2D,2ao,aao 

17,900,000 

17,500,000 

17,500.000 

16,800,000 

15,100,000 

14.7 

13.7 

13.4 

13.4 

11.8 

11,200,000 

10,300,000 

10,100,000 

9,800,000 

9,700,000 

9,300,000 

9,200,000 

8,700,000 

8,100,000 

6,300,000 

6,100,000 

5,900,003 

5,700,000 


PUBLIC  imLITIES  OF  BBESLATT. 
[Consul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslao,  Germany,  Aug.  5.] 

According  to  the  latest  available  city  statistics  the  city  of  Breslau 
contains  2G9.83  miles  of  gas  mains,  with  126,476  meters.  There  are 
863.26  miles  of  electric  cables,  with  a  total  weight  of  copper  amount- 
ing to  2,433,909  pounds.  There  are  11,963  voltmeters  in  use.  The 
water  supply  is  delivered  through  270.35  miles  of  pipe,  with  11,620 
water  meters.  The  total  supply  required  is  4,594,618,458  gallons  per 
annum,  and  the  average  daily  per  capita  consumption  is  23.25  gallons. 
The  sewer  system  is  291.91  miles  long  and  carries  the  drainage  from 
11,379  houses  and  8,932  city  inlets.  There  are  2,483,972  square  yards 
of  street  paving  and  43.91  miles  of  street  railways. 
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THE  HIGH  FBICE  OF  TEA. 

[London  Times,  Aug.  26.] 
Ho  Seduction  Expected. 

Tea  is  not  expected  to  become  cheaper,  in  spite  of  heavy  shipments 
of  nearly  20,000,000  pounds  from  Ceylon  and  of  6,000,000  pounds 
from  India.  There  has  been  a  slight  fall  in  the  less  expensive  teas, 
but  this,  according  to  several  of  the  largest  retail  houses  in  London,  is 
nothing.  There  was  plenty  of  room  for  a  drop,  as  market  prices  had 
advanced  considerably,  in  addition  to  the  rise  caused  by  the  increase 
in  the  tea  duty  in  November  last. 

It  is  stated  that  owing  to  various  special  circumstances,  such  as 
the  very  greatly  increased  consumption  in  our  own  country,  and  also 
in  France  and  Russia,  and  the  unprecedented  requirements  of  the 
iWar  Office  for  the  supply  of  troops  at  home  and  abroad,  enormous 
contracts  for  which  are  given  out  almost  weekly,  there  has  been  an 
abnormal  rise  in  market  values.  Common  tea  realizes  about  Is.  (24^ 
cents)  per  poimd  in  bond  and  Is.  8d.  per  pound  duty  paid. 

It  IS  curious  to  note  that  while  France  is  using  more  tea,  owing  to 
its  ease  of  preparation,  in  the  United  Kingdom  the  consumption  of 
coffee  has  risen.  For  the  past  seven  months  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  the  United  Kingdom  was  8.375  cwt.  (cwt.=112  pounds),  and 
imports  were  up  by  378,952  cwt.  This  advance  is  stated  to  be  due 
partly  to  the  large  number  of  Belgian  refugees,  who  can  not  be  in- 
duced to  drink  tea,  and  also  to  the  sale  of  coffee  at  many  of  the 
camps  and  in  some  of  the  public  houses  after  10  o'clock,  A  large 
number  of  penny  (2-cent)  coffee  bars  have  also  sprung  up  over  the 
west  end  or  London,  and  these  places,  though  frequented  to  a  great 
extent  by  our  new  foreign  population,  have  also  obtained  a  fairly 
large  clientele  from  the  English  working  classes.    . 


NO  HABEET  FOB  UOTOBCTCLES  IN  SONOBA. 
[Consul  Frederick  Simpicb,  Nogales,  State  of  Sonora,  Mexico,  Aug.  26.] 

There  are  no  dealers  in  motorcycles  or  bicycles  in  the  Nogales  con- 
sular district,  which  embraces  roughly  the  northern  half  of  the  State 
of  Sonora,  nor  are  there  dealers  in  sporting  goods  to  whom  cycle  cata- 
logues might  advantageously  be  sent.  The  roads  in  this  vicinity  are 
in  no  condition  for  travel  by  motorcycle.  A  few  bicycles  are  used  in 
Nogales,  Cananea,  Nacozari,  and  Magdalena,  but  these  are  usually 
bought  from  retailers  in  such  American  towns  as  Bisbee,  Douglas, 
Tucson,  and  Phoenix. 

AlfEBICAN  BABLET  FOB  ONIT  BBEWEBT  IN  PABAOXTAY. 

(Consal  Samael  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  July  22.] 

The  Cerveceria  Nacional,  of  Asuncion,  the  only  brewery  in  opera- 
tion in  Paraguay,  is  now  purchasing  its  barley  in  the  United  States. 
Before  the  outbreak  of  the  present  European  war  it  impoiled  barley 
from  the  Continent.  The  management  stated  that  many  other  sup- 
plies would  be  purchased  from  the  United  States  when  needed,  but 
that  at  present  it  has  a  large  stock  on  hand,  and  the  demand  for  its 
products  has  diminished  since  the  war  began. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1226  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

COTTON  ounrsD  m  tthitei)  states. 

The  number  of  bales  of  cotton  ginned  from  the  growth  of  1915 
prior  to  September  1,  1915,  and  comparative  statistics  to  the  corre- 
sponding date  in  1914,  1913,  and  1912  follow  (the  statistics  in  this 
report  for  1915  are  subject  to  slight  corrections)  : 


state  and  year. 

Coontlng 
round  as 

ball  bales. 

State  and  year. 

Coon  ting 
roondas 
baUbaka. 

State  and  year. 

Caantlns 
roondas 
balfbalaa. 

United  States 

1915. 

461,357 
480,317 
799,099 
730,884 

Oeorcia— Continoed. 
1913 

72,352 
34,526 

5,785 
3^783 
r,449 
1,734 

4,615 

2,062 
442 

354 
968 
177 
674 

8 

238 

{,106 

272 

Sooth  CaroliDa— 
1915 

4,aM 

1914.    

1912 

1914 

14,<33 

1913 

ixmisiuia'— 

1915 

19U 

T.a54 

1912. 

1912 

<:» 

Alabama- 

38,386 
45,241 
44,562 
12,824 

320 
521 

4,701 
5,214 
2,960 
1,832 

133,161 
136,286 

1914 

1913 

Tyinnwme 

1915 

s 

1915 

1012 

1914 

» 

1914           

Uississippt- 

1915 

1914 

1913 

• 

1913 

1912 

1912 

Texaa— 

1915 

SB.aas 

1915 

1914 

1913 

1013 

19U 

Nortb  CaroUna- 
1915 

1914 

1913 

1912 

All  otbar  States— 
1915 

2^S 
•55,871 
C7«,14» 

1912 

Florida- 
1915 

1914 

106 

1913 

1914 

i.m 

1912 

191J 

1913     

Oklahoma— 

1915 

1012 

1912 

1914 

iSlS.            

1913 

1914 

1912 

The  statistics  in  this  report  include  8,947  round  bales  for  1915, 
356  bales  for  1914,  7,610  bales  for  1913,  and  7,434  bales  for  1912. 
The  number  of  sea-island  bales  included  is  2,099  for  1915,  1,748  for 
1914,  436  for  1913,  and  232  for  1912.  The  distribution  of  the  sea- 
island  cotton  for  1915,  by  States,  is  Florida,  380;  Creorgia,  1,718; 
and  South  Carolina,  1. 

Coninniptloii,  Stocks,  Imports,  and  Exports — ^World's  Statlstlos. 

Cotton  consumed  during  July,  1915,  amounted  to  498,476  bales. 
Cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on  July  31  was  1,401,484 
bales,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  1,784,812.  The  num- 
ber of  active  consuming  cotton  spindles  for  the  month  was  31,194,029. 
The  quantity  of  cotton  consumed  for  the  12  months  ending  July 
31  was  5,598,798  bales;  the  total  imported  for  August,  1915,  was 
18,990  bales,  and  the  exports  of  domestic  cotton,  including  linters, 
was  162,681  bales. 

The  world's  production  of  commercial  cotton,  exclusive  of  linters, 
grown  in  1914,  as  compiled  from  published  reports,  documents,  and 
correspondence,  was  approximately  24,764,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
net.  The  consumption  of  cotton  (exclusive  of  linters  in  the  United 
States)  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1915,  was  approximately 
17,046,000  bales  of  500  pounds  net.  Except  for  the  United  States, 
cotton  included  in  this  amoimt  refers  almost  exclusively  to  that  used 
in  spinning  and  does  not  include  large  quantities  which  are  con- 
sumed in  the  manufacture  of  felts,  bats,  .etc.  The  total  number  of 
producing  cotton  spindles,  both  active  and  idle,  is  about  147,600,000. 
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CHINESE  SHIPFEES  AND  A  STANBABD  EZFOBT  CONTBACT  AT 

HONGKONG. 

[CoDsul  General  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  CUna,  July  3.] 

The  standard  form  of  contract  for  exports  of  goods  from  Hong- 
kong, which  was  tentatively  agreed  upon  by  foreign  shippers  about 
two  years  ago  but  which  failed  of  actual  adoption  as  a  binding 
arrangement  among  shippers  because  of  the  inability  of  the  foreign 
exporters  to  enlist  the  cooperation  of  Chinese  shippers,  seems  to  be 
as  far  away  from  final  acceptance  as  ever. 

In  discussing  the  subject  in  his  address  before  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Association  of  Exporters,  in  Hongkong,  on  July  29,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  association  again  called  the  attention  of  the  members 
to  the  advisabiUty  and  advantage  of  such  an  agreement  and  again 
asked  the  cooperation  of  Chinese  shippers.  It  is  unlikely  at  present 
that  any  definite  action  may  be  had. 

Trade  is  dull  and  interest  taken  in  such  matters  is  not  as  keen  as 
it  was  when  trade  was  brisk  and  matters  of  difference  between  ex- 
porters here  and  importers  in  the  United  States  and  Europe  were 
more  numerous  and  important.  However,  most  of  the  foreign  firms 
are  holding  to  the  terms  of  this  standard  contract  which  were  pub- 
lished at  the  time,  and  as  between  those  with  whom  its  provisions 
have  been  arranged  the  result  has  been  satisfactory.  At  present  the 
amount  of  export  business  offered  the  Chinese  middlemen  is  com- 
paratively small,  and  the  result  is  that  most  of  them  are  quite  willing 
to  meet  the  terms  of  such  contract  for  the  tiftie  being  at  least.  Some 
of  the  practices  of  adulteration  and  the  evils  of  the  trade  in  south 
China  are  so  deeply  rooted,  however,  that  it  is  difficult  to  disabuse 
the  minds  of  Chinese  middlemen  of  the  idea  that  they  are  necessary 
to  the  trade. 
Chinese  Invoices  on  the  Inorease. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  theiChinese  shippers 
are  again  securing  an  increasing  share  of  the  export  trade  of  the  port, 
much  of  which  was  lost  to  them  in  the  troublous  times  following  the 
revolution  in  China.  In  1908  of  the  8,353  invoices  consulated  in  this 
consulate  general,  covering  the  shipment  of  goods  to  the  United 
States,  the  Philippines,  ana  Hawaii,  6,776,  or  81  per  cent  of  the  whole, 
were  from  Chinese  firms.  In  1909  the  proportion  of  Chinese  invoices 
rose  to  81.5  per  cent  of  the  whole,  and  in  1910  the  proportion  rose  to 
82  per  cent.  In  1911, 1912,  and  1913,  however,  the  proportion  of  ship- 
ments by  Chinese  firms  fell  off  materially,  amounting  to  a  little  over 
70  per  cent.  For  the  first  half  of  the  current  year  the  proportion  of 
invoices  by  Chinese  firms  has  been  78.2  per  cent  of  the  whole,  as  com- 
pared with  75.7  per  cent  of  the  whole  for  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

One  result  of  the  war  and  the  liquidation  of  the  business  of  Ger- 
man firms  in  Hongkong  is  the  increasing  share  of  Chinese  shippers 
in  export  business.  It  is  likely  that  the  same  conditions  in  foreign 
trade  which  have  impressed  upon  foreign  shippers  the  desirability  of 
standard  export  contracts  and  similar  arrangements  in  time  will 
impress  themselves  upon  Chinese  exporters  in  the  same  way,  but 
there  is  little  lieklihood  that  the  actual  enforcement  of  any  standard 
arrangement  can  be  expected  until  Chinese  exporters  have  had  more 
experience  with  the  general  export  trade  to  the  United  States  and 
Europe. 
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ESTIMATE  OF  CANADIAN  OBAIN  CHOP. 


(Consnl  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  Winnipeg,  Uanltoba,  Sept.  4.1 

A  local  expert  in  estimating  standing  crops,  who  has  traveled  by 
motor  and  driving  almost  continuously  since  the  second  week  in 
June  last,  covering  nearly  1,500  miles  and  visiting  practically  every 
district  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  and  over  10,000  miles  by  railway,  has 
furnished  the  following  estimate  of  the  grain  crop  in  Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta  Provinces.  Although  the  estimate  is 
considerably  below  that  of  the  railway  and  milling  companies,  it  is 
most  satisfactory,  showing  a  grand  total  of  all  grams  of  536,265,954 
bushels,  or  91,567,433  bushels  more  than  any  previous  crop.  The 
wheat  crop — 222,184,071  bushels — is  36,225,550  bushels  more  than 
any  previous  wheat  crop  reaped  in  the  West. 


Aoftt. 

Average 
yield. 

Total 
nomber 
bosbela. 

Wheat: 

Manitoba 

3,664,381 

6,884,874 
1,245,000 

19 
18 
23 

«9, 621, 339 

Saslcatctiewan ........«...,.«...,..•.. 

123, 927,  n3 

Alberta 

28,635,000 

11,784, 15S 

223,184,071 

36 
40 
45 

Oats: 

Manitoba 

2,121,845 
2,848,945 
1,450,000 

74.264,575 

113,877,800 

Alberta 

65,250,000 

6,420,790 

253,393,375 

32 
30 
30 

Barley: 

Uanitolm 

1,1»,849 
372,289 
420,000 

33,375,168 

Saslcatchewan 

8,168,870 

Alberta 

12,600,000 

1,832,148 

54,044,133 

10 
10 
12 

Flax: 

Ifaoltoba 

64,863 
538,674 
CO,  000 

648,630 

5,396,7« 

Alberta 

eooyooo 

654,537 

6,645,3i0 

Considering  the  conditions  under  which  this  crop  has  been  pro- 
duced, it  falls  little  short  of  a  miracle.  Unseasonaole  June  frosts, 
too  little  rain  in  some  districts,  too  much  in  others,  bad  outbreaks  of 
cut  worm,  large  areas  destroyed  by  hail,  a  most  unusual  toll  taken  by 
gophers,  an  exceptionally  heavy  loss  from  weeds  occasioned  by  the 
cold  weather  of  June,  excessive  heat  during  the  first  10  days  of 
August,  and  frost  August  22  to  25  are  some  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  farmers  have  labored,  and  all  these  things  have  taken  toll 
of  the  crop.  From  August  2  to  22  was  the  longest  period  during  the 
growing  season  of  1915  when  frost  did  not  occur  at  some  points  at 
least  of  the  three  Provinces.  No  such  season  is  on  record  in  the 
history  of  the  Canadian  west.  At  present  about  65  per  cent  of  the 
crop  is  in  stock,  and  thrashing  is  fairly  general  in  the  older  sections 
of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan. 

The  average  wheat  yield  for  Manitoba  has  been  placed  at  19  bush- 
els. This  is  a  little  higher  than  the  general  average  of  the  Province 
for  31  years.  The  averages  have  ranged  from  8.9  in  1900  to  27.86 
in  1895,  so  that  the  yield  of  the  present  year  is  a  little  above  tiiat 
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of  a  good  general  average.  There  are  whole  districts  in  Manitoba 
that  will  average  close  to  35  bushels,  but  these,  of  course,  are  offset 
by  a  number  of  districts  in  the  south  that  suffered  from  lack  of  rain 
and  also  by  the  districts  where  weeds  have  taken  an  exceptionally 
heavy  toll.  Quite  a  number  of  areas  in  Manitoba  would  have  had  a 
higher  yield  had  it  not  been  for  the  sudden  excessive  heat  from 
August  2  to  10,  and  a  few  of  the  northern  districts  have  suffered  a 
certain  amount  of  depreciation  from  the  frost  around  the  full  of  the 
moon  in  August.  Considering  the  large  area  in  crop,  however,  the 
yield  is  excellent  and  a  very  large  percentage  will  be  of  contract 
grade. 

In  the  matter  of  coarse  grains  Manitoba's  oat  crop,  in  common 
with  that  of  the  whole  three  Provinces,  is  rather  unsatisfactory. 
This  is  due  to  some  extent  to  the  fact  that  the  oats,  being  seeded 
later  in  the  season,  had  got  less  of  a  start  and  were  more  checked 
than  wheat  by  the  early  June  frosts.  Barley  in  Manitoba  is  a  pretty 
fair  crop  and  came  in  early. 

A  Kednetion  of  |2.20  a  Barrel  on  Flour. 

On  August  30  the  Winnipeg  milling  companies  announced  a  re- 
duction of  70  cents  a  barrel  on  flour  and  to-day  (September  4) 
another  reduction  of  50  cents,  making  a  total  reduction  of  $1.20 
during  the  current  week  and  $2.20  since  June  1,  1915 — the  price  of 
standard  grade  being  $5.80  a  barrel;  No.  2,  $5.40;  No.  3,  $5.20. 

On  July  31,  1914,  the  price  was  $5.30  a  barrel,  rising  gradually 
to  June  30,  1915,  when  the  price  was  $8  a  barrel.  It  is  rumored 
that  a  further  reduction  will  be  made  shortly,  but  that  would  depend 
largely  on  the  market  price  of  wheat. 


PUBLIC-SCHOOL  OFFICIALS  OF  BBAZIL. 

(Consnl  Oeneral  Alfred  L  Moreaa  Oottschalk,  Rip  de  Janeiro.  3rAztl,  Aug.  4.] 

Numerous  requests  from  American  manufacturers  of  school  mate- 
rials, such  as  desks,  books,  chalk,  crayons,  physical  apparatus,  etc., 
indicate  a  decided  movement  in  the  United  States  to  gam  a  share  of 
this  trade  in  Brazil,  which  in  the  past  has  been  enjoyed  principally 
by  the  Continent.  With  the  increasing  educational  facilities  being 
inaugurated  in  the  several  States  of  the  Brazilian  Republic,  there  is 
a  good  market  for  most  of  these  goods,  and  a  list  of  the  names,  titles, 
and  addresses  of  the  officials  in  charge  of  the  educational  work  of  the 
several  States  is  transmitted  herewith  [and  may  be  had  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices  by 
referring  to  file  No.  65427]. 


Bapid  Increase  in  California  Bice  Orowing. 

Approximately  34,350  acres  were  sown  to  rice  in  California  in 
1915,  according  to  Government  estimates.  This  is  more  than  double 
the  acreage  of  last  year  and  is  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  three 
years  since  1912,  when  the  industry  began  in  a  modest  way  with  the 
planting  of  1,400  acres  on  adobe  soil  in  the  Sacramento  Valley. 
On  December  1,  1914,  the  farm  price  of  rice  was  $1  a  bushel  (45 
pounds),  making  a  return  to  the  grower  of  $77  to  $78  an  acre. 
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IBANSPOKTATIOH  OF  DANaEROITS  ABTICIES  ON  STEAK  VESSEI5 
CASBTDra  FASSENOEBS. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  rulings  made  by  the  United  States 
Steamboat- Inspection  Service  during  the  months  of  July  and  August, 
1915,  relating  to  transportation  of  certain  articles  on  steam  vessels 
carrying  passengers: 

Loaded  shrapnel  sheila,  with  or  without  fuses  attached,  or  the  fuses 
for  same  packed  apart,  may  not  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying 
passengers. 

Muriatic  acid  or  hydrochloric  acid  may  be  accepted  for  transporta- 
tion under  the  same  conditions  as  sulphuric  acid. 

Heaney^s  metal  polish  shall  not  be  transported  on  steamers  carry- 
ing passengers,  nor  shall  it  be  used  as  stores  on  passenger  or  pleasure 
steamers. 

The  transportation  of  Tanner^s  oil  on  steamers  carrying  passen- 
gers, sample  of  which  was  submitted,  tested,  and  did  not  flash  or 
bum  when  heated  in  an  open  cup  to  about  470°  F.,  is  not  prohibited 
by  section  4472,  B«vised  Statutes.    (Opinion  of  Solicitor.) 

Dolomite  consisting  of  magnesia  and  hydrated  or  slaked  lime  may 
be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers,  but  dolomite  com- 
posed 01  magnesia  and  unslaked  lime  shall  not  be  transported  on 
steamers  carrying  passengers,  and  unhydrated  or  quick  lima  shall  not 
under  any  conditions  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers. 

Noninfiam,mable,  noncombustible,  nonexplosive  meted  polish  may 
be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers  and  may  be  used  as 
stores  on  passenger  and  pleasure  steamers. 

Referring  to  rulings  that  have  heretofore  been  made  with  reference 
to  the  transportation  of  carbolic  add  on  steamers  carrying  passengers, 
and  with  particular  reference  to  that  part  of  such  rulings  that  has  re- 
ferred to  carrying  this  commodity  on  the  decks  of  steamers  carrying 
passengers,  the  solicitor  of  this  department  expressed  the  opinion  that 
under  the  provisions  of  section  4472,  Revised  Statutes,  the  inspectors 
would  have  the  authority  to  prescribe  any  other  part  of  a  vessel  for  the 
carrying  of  such  acids,  other  than  on  the  decks  or  guards  thereof,  pro- 
vided, in  their  judgment,  such  other  place  would  be  safe,  and,  there- 
fore, in  the  matter  of  the  transportation  of  carbolic  acid  local  inspec- 
tors have  original  jurisdiction  to  say  where  such  acids  shall  be  stored. 

Sesquisulphide  of  phosphorus  and  amorphous  {or  red)  phosphorus 
may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying  passengers,  provided  that 
these  commodities  are  stowed  in  iron  drums  and  carried  on  deck;  and 
white  or  yellow  phosphorus  shall  not  be  transported  on  steamers 
carrying  passengere. 

Moving  picture  films  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying 
passengers  under  the  same  conditions  as  celluloid.  Detailed  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  transportation  of  celluloid  may  be  obtained 
from  the  local  inspectors  having  original  jurisdiction,  those  officers 
being  fully  informed. 

Blue  ribbon  metal  polish,  which  is  said  by  the  company  submitting 
same  to  have  a  flash  point  below  80°  F.,  shall  not  be  transported  on 
steamers  carrying  passengers,  nor  used  as  stores  on  passenger  or 
pleasure  steamers. 

IF.  L.  <£■  Q.  brass  polish  may  be  transported  on  steamers  carrying 
passengers  under  the  same  conditions  as  refined  petroleum,  but  thig 
polish  shall  not  be  used  as  stores  on  passenger  or  pleasure  steamers. 
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TOBOHTO'S  NEW  TECHNICAL  SCHOOI. 

[Consul  JuUaa  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  Canada,  Sept  1.1 

it  of  great  importance  in  Toronto's  educational  history  was 
«..!  -  .  A  opening  of  the  new  Central  Technical  School  building  on 
August  31.  The  buildbg,  which  is  of  stone,  is  447  by  227  feet  and 
four  stories  high.  Besides  the  main  auditorium,  which  seats  1,300, 
there  are  five  lecture  rooms,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  from  100  to 
200,  In  all,  there  are  130  lecture,  class,  and  laboratory  rooms,  which 
would  average  about  50  by  30  feet  each.  Numerous  cloak,  toilet,  and 
store  rooms  afford  ample  accommodation  throughout  the  building. 
There  are  domestic  science  kitchens,  a  demonstration  dining  room, 
and  two  lunch  rooms,  one  for  girls  and  one  for  boys,  which  seat  350 
pupils  at  a  time.  A  gymnasium,  a  plunge  bath,  shower  baths,  lock- 
ers, and  dressing  rooms  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the  pupUs.  The 
numerous  shops  for  technical  training  are  equipped  with  the  latest 
and  best  machinery  and  appliances:  There  is,  besides,  a  large  room 
set  apart  for  an  exhibition  of  the  products  of  the  school. 

Cost  of  the  Bnlldlsg,  Equipment,  et«. 

The  building,  which  is  centrally  located,  stands  on  two  city  squares, 
about  one-fourth  of  which  is  devoted  to  lawns  and  garden  plots  at 
the  front  and  ends  of  the  building.  Including  the  ground,  furniture, 
and  equipment,  the  city  of  Toronto  has  invested  about  $2,000,000 
in  this  great  modem  structure  for  technical  training.  It  is  said  to 
be  the  best  building  of  its  kind  in  America.  The  engines,  genera- 
tors, and  other  heavy  machinery,  as  well  as  the  furniture,  were 
manufactured  in  Canada,  but  a  large  part  of  the  lighter  machinery, 
apparatus,  and  supplies  for  the  technical  shops  was  purchased  in 
the  United  States. 
The  Courses  of  Study. 

The  courses  of  study  for  day  pupils  begin  on  September  2  and"  those 
for  evening  pupils  on  October  1.  The  official  announcement '  States 
that  the  courses  of  study  provide  scientific,  artistic,  and  practical 
training  for  those  engaged  in  industrial  and  commercial  pursuits 
during  the  daytime  and  equip  students  for  work  as  architects,  esti- 
mators, draftsmen,  building  superintendents,  electricians,  wood- 
workers, bricklayers,  metal  workers,  machinists,  clay  workers,  sur- 
veyors, industrial  chemists,  analysts,  assayers,  designers,  modelers, 
painters,  decorators,  printers,  operating  engineers,  power-machine 
operators,  sanitary  engineers,  dressmakers,  milliners,  costume  de- 
signers, caterers,  dietitians,  houseworkers,  housekeepers,  commercial 
laundresses,  and  embroidery  and  lace  makers. 

In  the  four  city  technical  schools  the  registration  of  pupils  for  the 
year  1914-15  was  as  follows :  In  regular  courses  in  the  day  school,  559, 
and  in  special  courses,  471,  a  total  of  1,030,  and  in  the  evening  schools, 
2.981,  making  a  grand  total  of  4,011. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreigni  ftnd  Bomestio  Commerce. 

New  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  75S  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  S04  Vederal  Building;  St  Louis,  408  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  621  Post  Offlce  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1080  Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San 
Prancisco,  806  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  S82  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commeroe;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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1232  COMMEBGB  BEPOSTS. 

FOBEION  TBASE  OFPOBTTnUTIES. 

Bescrred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnreaa  and  Its  brsnck  oflle«a.  Bequest 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  file  number  given. 

Lace  curtains,  etc..  No.  18238. — An  American  consnlar  officer  in  France  hag 
transmitted  the  names  and  addresses  of  two  firms  In  bis  district  which 
desire  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  lace  cur- 
tains and  similar  goods. 

itachinery.  No.  18239. — A  professor  of  engineering  In  Clille  writes  the  com- 
mercial attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  he  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  and  full  information  relative  to  machinery  to  t>e  used  in  general 
construction  work. 

Oil  of  bitter  olives,  No.  18240.— A  firm  In  the  United  States  informs  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  a  correspondent  in  Spaia  desires 
to  learn  whether  there  is  a  market  for  oil  of  bitter  olives  in  this  country. 

Orain,  flour,  etc..  No.  18241. — The  branch  office  of  the  bureau  at  Seattle  has 
had  referred  to  It  a  letter  from  a  man  in  Norway  intimating  his  desire  to 
secure  the  agency  of  a  western  firm  for  grain,  flour,  and  fruit. 

Hardtoare,  No.  18242. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  Chile  writes  that  a  business  man  in  that  country  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  hardware.  Beference  Is  given. 
Corresiwndence  should  be  in  Spanish  or  Ftench. 

Toys,  novelties,  holiday  goods,  etc..  No.  18243. — ^An  American  consalar  officer 
in  Honduras  writes  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  toys,  stationary  supplies,  novel- 
ties, solid  and  plated  silverware,  and  cut  glass.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  £^li8h,  and  prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  New  Orleans.  He  also  trans- 
mits the  names  of  other  dealers  in  these  lines. 

Clover  seed  and  honev.  No.  18244. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  states 
that  a  business  man  in  his  district  Is  in  a  position  to  make  shipments  of 
large  quantities  of  clover  seed  and  yellow  Chilean  honey.  Reference  Is 
given.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Ribbons,  No.  18245. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Honduras  writes  that  a 
Ann  tn  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and  prices  of  silk,  satin,  and 
tattetm  ribbons  ranging  in  width  from  i  Inch  to  3  inches.  English  may  be 
M>d  iu  eori'i  lii—dwii  > 

Q<armtitrmi  winm,  Jia^  ISSM. — .^  communication  has  been  received  from  an 
Ameifean  cetunlair  oMacr  la  Brazil  stating  that  a  business  man  in  his  dis- 
trict is  in  a  position  to  place  an  order  for  8,800  pounds  of  galvanized  wire 
(50  double  rolls  of  No.  17  and  30  double  rolls  of  No.  18),  suitable  for  the 
manufacture  of  bird  cages,  poultry  fencing,  etc.  The  wire  should  be 
packed  In  rolls  of  25  kilos  each,  two  rolls  to  the  package,  wrapped  securely 
in  burlap.  The  diameter  of  the  rolls  should  be  about  12  inches.  Small 
samples,  marked  "Amostras  Sem  Valor,"  accompanied  by  prices  and  full 
information,  should  be  sent  at  once.  QuotAtions  should  be  made  c.  L  1 
destination.  Correspondence  should  l)e  In  Portuguese.  References  are 
given.  Samples  of  the  wire  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  brandi 
offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  64614.) 

Music  rolls.  No.  18247. — A  manufacturing  company  in  Indiana  has  Informed  tbe 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  a  correspondent  in  Cuba 
desires  to  secure  the  exclusive  agency  of  an  American  manufacturer  of  rolls 
for  88-note  piano  players.  A  good  selection  of  new  Spanish  and  Caban 
music  is  essential.  Terms,  60  to  00  days.  Catalogues  containing  lowest 
prices,  including  a  commission  of  from  10  to  15  per  cent  f.  o.  b.  New  York, 
should  be  sent  at  once. 

Furniture,  No.  18248. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  states  that  a  dealer 
in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  American  furniture.  Reference  is  given. 
He  proposes  to  make  payment  against  shipping  documents  in  Italy.  Cor- 
respondence should  be  in  Italian. 

Machinery,  No.  18249. — The  Department  of  Commerce  has  had  referred  to  it  a 
letter  from  a  man  in  China  who  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  machinery  for  polishing  rice. 
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AMEBICAIT-SWISS  FREIGHT  TBAITIC. 

ICablegram  from  Tlce  Consul  De  Witt   C.   Poole,   Paris,  France;   see  also  Couhebcb 
Bbpobts  for  July  SO  and  Aug.  6,  191S.] 

Replying  to  an  inquiry  by  the  American  Embassy,  the  French 
Foreign  Office  says  substantially  as  follows:  The  port  of  Cette  has 
been  reserved  for  Swiss  traffic;  being  outside  the  zone  of  military 
operations  it  is  relieved  of  sudden  congestions.  Other  French  ports, 
however,  are  not  closed  to  Swiss  traffic,  and  the  Administration  will 
endeavor  to  meet  demands  at  these  ports,  especially  as  to  shipments 
of  small  tonnage,  but  makes  no  guarantees.  Shippers  using  routes 
other  than  Cette  at  own  risk.  Administration  considers  that  Cette, 
•as  now  equipped,  can  meet  requirements  of  Swiss  import  trade  as 
well  as  may  oe  expected. 

IHFOBTS  OF  POTASH  SALTS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports 
of  potash  salts  mto  the  United  States  during  the  month  of  July  and 
the  seven  months  ending  July,  1914  and  1915.  The  items  are  so 
grouped  as  to  show  the  potasn  salts  used  chiefly  as  fertilizers  and 
other  potash  salts.    The  ton  given  is  the  long  ton  of  2,240  poimds. 


Articles 


july- 


1914 


ims 


Seven  months  ending  July— 


1914 


1915 


FertOiser  salts: 

Kalnlt 

Manure  salts 

Sulphate  of  potash. 

Muriate  of  potash. . 
Other  potash  salts: 

Carbonate  of  pot- 
ash  

Hydrate  of  potash. 

Nitrate  of  potash.. 

Cyanide  of  potash. 

Other  potash  salts. 


Toot. 
34,«25 
20,602 
3,452 
20,664 

PoiHld». 

1,098,704 

514,689 

358,121 

2,800 

509,215 


value. 

$163,627 
200,518 
152,236 
677,704 


31,074 
19,740 
11,541 
411 
46,375 


Toni. 


1,191 
20O 
266 

Poundt. 

183,394 

4,200 

8,000 

33,600 


FoItK. 


$22,474 
12,067 


5,039 

210 

1,077 

7,475 


Tom.    I    Fattw. 
291,878 11,364,664 
135,422  1,461,796 
27,765;  1,186,602 
142,896  4,836,860 


Potmdt. 

12,351,689 
4,718,257 
1,917,047 
301, 175 
3,753,901 


354,969 

179,602 

64,201 

41,331 

338,185 


Tom. 
6,646 
13,647 
10, 101 
56,721 

Foundt. 
8,582,016 
2,028,142 
14,855 
862,127 
2,075,645 


Value. 
194,818 
201,802 
549,390 
2,123,180 


266,314 

99,103 

1,477 

132,409 

205,729 


American  Baisins  in  England. 

Eight  hundred  tons  of  bleached  Thompson  Seedless  and  Sultana 
raisins  were  sold  in  one  block  by  the  California  Associated  Baisin  Co. 
on  August  28.  The  bulk  of  tne  raisins  was  purchased  for  foreign 
shipment,  especially  England,  according  to  Associated  officials. 

Sm'—U  lOija 
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BBAZniAN  COITEE  SITITATION. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jaly  28.] 

The  part  played  by  coffee  in  the  riches  of  Brazil  is  sufficiently 


attested  by  the  following  tabular  statement 

: 

Year. 

CoSm 

Other 

exporti. 

Pereat- 

total  lor 
coSee. 

WIO 

f  127,313,87s 
196,372,768 
23S,9t2,«lS 
197,938,388 
139, 711, 873 

S183,793,SC3 
I2»,MS,99» 
136,153,038 
115,891,783 
91,828,398 

«1 

1911 

•4 

1912 

«2 

1913 

•S 

1914 

W 

Of  the  coffee  produced  in  Brazil,  about  two-fifths  issues  from  the 
State  of  Sao  Paulo;  whether  it  be  actually  grown  within  the  State 
or  over  its  borders  it  corresponds  to  the  commercial  type  recognized 
as  Sao  Paulo  coffee  and  brings  prices  accordingly.  It  is  now  officially 
announced  by  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  that  this  year's  coffee  crop  will 
amount  to  12,000,000  bags  of  60  kilos  (132.28  pounds)  each.  Private 
estimates  are  somewhat  higher. 

WorM'i  Vrodtiotion  and  ConnmptloB. 

The  following  estimate  of  the  world's  production  of  coffee  for 
1915  was  obtained  privately  from  a  reliable  source  in  the  Santos 
District:  From  Sao  Paulo  District,  14,000,000  bags;  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  District,  2,750,000  bags;  from  Bahia  and  Victoria  Districts, 
750,000  bags;  from  Central  America  and  the  Orient,  5,000,000  bags;" 
total  estimated  production,  22,500,000  bags.  Contrasting  these  fig- 
ures with  the  world's  ordinary  consumption  of  some  20,000,000  bags, 
it  will  readily  be  seen  that,  if  the  estimates  are  at  all  exact,  there 
should  be  considerable  overproduction  of  coffee  in  Brazil  this  year 
and  that  a  fall  in  prices  is  imminent.  The  following  statistics  of 
world  production  and  consumption  during  the  last  two  decades  are 
those  of  the  Coffee  Exchange  of  New  Yorii: 


ProducUon  (crops). 

Total  con- 
sumption 

(daUverles). 

Prodoetion 
over  eon- 
sumption. 

Consump- 

Crop  year. 

Rio  and 
Santos. 

All  Others. 

Total. 

tfan  over 
pradDction. 

094-05 

6,oSs;6oo 

5,478,000 
8,080.000 
10.462,000 

8,771,000 
8,9,'i9.000 
10,927.000 
1.5, 439.  (XW 
12.371.0(10 
10,40':,0(X) 
9.  y<'.S,  (KX) 
10.227.000 
19.C.',4.0(K) 
I0.2,v3.OII0 
12.  (lO.OlO 
14,a41,il')0 
1(1,.•4^,I10() 
12,  Wl  l*H> 
11,4.-)S.(»>I) 
13,t!lO,000 

;.'-;■?■. 

■•  ■-  ,  m 
.■,-■.■  <o 

■   .''O 

■    -     »M 

"10 

:".    "K) 

:.'•'.'■  .iWO 

;,;;;'', 'T» 

.^.■7.-..'>IO 
4.4r(l,iJ00 

i.r,i'-r,.om 
4,it'.ii,noo 

4, 5.'.  1.000 
4.1U.J,lX!fl 
4,)S1,000 
3,97fi.00a 
4,9IS,000 
4,9I5,«)0 
5,796,000 

Bofi. 
11,764,000 
10,377,000 
13,9IS,000 
16,058.000 
13,7.50,000 
13,^01,0fl0 
15,1(10,000 
19,  -,3.-.,000 
iri.rr.4,000 

11  -I'.Ml 

11  :     913 

12  -■■  !04 

14     i  xa 

l;!,  ■■v»4 
14    ::  499 
M   :    ,»25 
15,.-.i(i.«63 

l.i.OIW.lM 

Baa: 
551,149 

Baf. 

1X95-96 

765,813 

1S96-97 

1,673, 1M 

1,486,098 

275,086 

l>97-9» 

1  vjs  99 

1^99  1900 

1,171,889 

1000-1 

770,075 

4,218,337 

697,903 

19012 

1902-3 

1903-4 

15.9.-3,000  I  iri,KH.707 
14.44.\C00  1  16.  li-.:'..S.53 
14  792  000     1''  ~'-'   'I-** 

150,787 
1.715,353 
1,949,215 

U04-5 

l!'0.)-6 

"e.'iM^iso' 

18»l-7 

23,M4.000 
14,814,000 
Ki.OlS.OOO 
W, 125,000 

17.. i  1.1,750 
17..^i^.418 
IS. 1, 41.602 

1S.()-J>,474 

K07-8 

2.601,418 
1,731,603 

l',0«-9 

■■i,(06,S26" 

""wi',m 

IW'y  10 

1910  11 

3,7«0i7T2 

1911)2 

17,4(19,000     17.21s.002 
16,373,000  1  16.7-0,945 

1912  13 

407,945 

1913-14 

1,055,117 
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eoTemment  Kay  "Bond"  Coffee. 

It  is  rumored  that  this  year  the  Federal  Government  will  yield  to 
the  pleas  of  the  planters  to  the  extent  of  "  bonding  "  the  coffee,  i.  e., 
loaning  the  producer  a  certain  amount  on  each  sack  warehoused,  to 
enable  him  to  tide  over  the  period  between  the  present  and  more 
favorable  marketing  conditions. 

Fortimately  for  the  South  of  Brazil,  there  is  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  many  to  diversify  crops  there  and  not  to  depend  upon  coffee 
alone,  although  speculation  in  coffees  still  forms  the  chief  occupation 
of  the  great  majority  of  capitalists.  Rice  has  been  planted  within 
the  past  few  years  with  such  success  that  the  State,  which  used  to 
obtain  its  supply  from  abroad,  no  longer  imports  this  commodity  in 
any  quantity.  The  establishment  of  meat-packing  plants  in  the 
country  has  also  ^vcn  a  decided  impetus  to  cattle  raising  among  the 
smaller  "  f azendeiros,"  although  it  is  always  problematical  how  use- 
fully cattle  raising  and  crop  farming  may  be  fostered  side  by  side. 
These  things,  however,  are  auspicious  signs  and  are  welcomed  by 
those  who  have  the  future  economic  good  of  the  region  at  heart. 


FISH  LANDED  AT  NEW  ENGLAND  POSTS. 

The  fishing  fleet  landing  fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass., 
and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  July  included  277  steam  and 
sail  vessels.  At  Boston,  425  trips  were  landed,  aggregating  8,968,604 
pounds  of  fresh  and  salted  fish,  valued  at  $332,334;  at  Gloucester, 
the  number  of  trips  was  154,  aggregating  7,840,862  pounds,  valued 
at  $199,001 ;  and  at  Portland,  16  trips,  amounting  to  2,304,313  pounds, 
valued  at  $30,900;  a  total  for  the  three  ports  of  19,113,779  pounds, 
valued  at  $562,241. 

On  July  8  a  trip  of  350,000  pounds  of  fish  was  landed  at  Portland, 
Me.,  by  the  otter  trawler  East  Hampton,  which  is  the  largest  amount 
of  fish  ever  brought  in  by  an  American  vessel  of  this  class.  On 
July  20  the  same  vessel  landed  at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  about  300,000 
pounds. 

The  vessels  engaged  in  the  salt-bank  cod  fishery  have  done  well, 
their  fares  ranging  from  250,000  to  370,000  pounds  of  salted  cod, 
Swordfish  in  considerable  numbers  were  marketed  at  Boston  during 
the  month.  The  largest  number  landed  in  one  day  was  on  July  19, 
when  1,124  fish  were  reported,  averaging  about  2(>0  pounds  each,  or 
approximately  225,000  pounds.  The  catch  of  mackerel  for  the 
season,  up  to  near  the  end  of  the  month,  was  4,818  barrels  salted  and 
37,420  barrels  fresh,  against  8,031  barrels  salted  and  53,651  barrels 
fresh  for  the  same  period  in  1914. 


OIL-WELL  DRILLINO  IN  VENEZUELA. 

[Consul  O.  K.  Donald,  Maracalbo,  Ang.  20.1 

A  company  was  recently  formed  here  with  local  capital  for  ex- 
ploiting petroleum  in  the  State  of  Zulia.  W.  S.  Hopkins,  an  Amer- 
ican geologist,  is  already  in  the  field  prospecting.  The  company  has 
an  office  at  Maracaibo. 

[The  address  of  the  company  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  65516.] 
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DEVELOFINO  TSABE  DT  POTATOES  WITH  SOUTH  AXESIGA. 

[Clarence  W.  Moomaw,  speclaliat  In   cooperatlTe  ormnlsatlon,   Office  of  Hariceta  and 
Boral  Organisation,  Department  of  Axrlcnlture.] 

In  view  of  the  unusual  demand  for  potatoes  in  South  America 
and  the  effort  that  may  be  made  by  the  growers  and  shippers  of  the 
United  States  to  take  advantage  of  this  demand,  it  may  be  helpful 
for  them  to  know  the  requirements  of  this  trade  and  some  of  the 
problems  that  must  be  solved  in  its  development. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  South  America's  demand  upon  the 
United  States  in  this  respect  has  grown  out  of  the  European  war. 
Formerly  the  value  of  shipments  of  potatoes  from  Europe  to  the 
markets  of  South  America  has  amounted  to  a  very  considerable  sum 
each  year.  This  supply  has  been  drawn  chiefly  from  Europe,  the 
principal  sources  being  Grermany,  France,  and  Spain.  War  condi- 
tions have  greatly  reduced  the  supply,  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
markets  of  South  America  must  look  to  the  United  States. 

Why  Xnrope  Controlled  Xarket — ^Present  Opportunity  for  American  Exporten. 

Only  negligible  quantities  of  potatoes  were  shipped  from  the 
United  States  to  South  America  prior  to  the  war.  The  lower  cost 
of  European  production,  better  shipping  facilities,  banking  connec- 
tions, and  commercial  representation  enabled  Europe  to  hold  this 
trade.  It  is  the  opinion  of  an  exporter  who  sends  large  quantities 
of  potatoes  from  this  countrr  to  South  America  that  the  presait 
opportunity  will  last  only  so  long  as  the  war  continues,  and  that  as 
soon  as  normal  conditions  of  production,  shipping,  banking,  and 
representation  are  resumed  Europe  may  be  counted  on  to  win  back 
the  larger  portion  of  the  trade  that  it  held  prior  to  the  war. 

However,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  present  oppor- 
tunity for  the  potato  industry  will  have  no  permanent  benefits,  for, 
granting  that  tn©  exporters  of  the  United  States  will  profit  by  this 
opportunity,  the  connections  formed  and  the  trade  established  for  the 
time  being  can  not  be  taken  entirely  away,  and  it  may  be  hoped  that 
through  this  experience  better  facilities  will  be  created;  so  that  whoi 
Europe  is  normal  again  the  growers  and  shippers  of  this  country 
may  be  so  entrenched  as  to  compete  effectively  with  European  coun- 
tries for  South  America's  patronage. 

The  mere  prediction,  therefore,  that  the  present  demand  for  pota- 
toes grown  in  the  United  States  is  of  only  a  temporary  nature  should 
not  retard  shippers  from  supplying  that  demand.  They  ought  to 
assume  the  attitude  of  seizing  upon  the  advantage  that  is  offered 
and  preparing  in  every  way  to  hold  the  trade  against  European  com- 
petition later  on. 

Varieties  Demanded  by  South  America — Quantities  Shipped  from  New  Tork. 

Tlie  export  shipping  period  begins  in  July,  when  varieties  of  pota- 
toes may  be  secured  that  are  sufficiently  enduring  to  carry  in  good 
condition.  Furthermore,  shipments  beginning  in  that  month  are  very 
well  timed  to  arrive  in  South  America  when  the  local  supply  is  about 
exhausted.  The  varieties  most  demanded  for  this  trade  last  season 
were  of  the  Green  Mountain  type.  So  far  this  year  Early  Bose  and 
Early  Ohio  have  been  demanded  largely.  Last  year  the  first  ship- 
ments were  made  in  September. 
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The  following  statement  of  shipments  from  New  York  City  to 
South  American  coimtries  is  given  to  show  the  development  of  this 
trade: 


Exported  to— 

Septtmber,  1914, 

to  June,  1915, 

inclusive. 

July,  1915. 

August,  1915. 

Argenttna , 

Crata. 
28,273 

200 
15 
700 

Barrett. 

18,675 

095 

Cratta. 
19,730 
18,075 

BttTTtU. 

6,425 
60 

Crata. 
68,410 
15,830 

BmrtU. 
22,936 
2,350 

BniU 

Peru.- ..........•*.........,..... 

8,515 

6,500 

2,000 

6,350 

Total    

107,315 

28,185 

44,325 

e,4S5 

86,240 

31,635 

Xedlnm  Size*  Chiefly  Wanted — The  Trade  In  Small  Potatoes. 

Very  large  potatoes  are  not  wanted,  medimn  sizes  being  in  most 
demand.  The  seacoast  markets  demand  the  larger  sizes  and  the  in- 
terior points  the  smaller  sizes.  This  requires  that  the  potatoes  bo 
accurately  sized  when  packed  so  that  these  separate  demands  may 
be  supplied.    In  placing  orders  the  importers  specify  the  sizes. 

It  IS  especially  mteresting  to  note  that  during  the  past  season  there 
was  a  strong  demand  for  small  potatoes,  not  much  larger  than  "  salad 
potatoes."  As  far  as  size  is  concerned,  these  potatoes  were  "  culls," 
and  in  most  cases  were  screened  to  1  inch  or  1\  inches  in  transverse 
diameter.  During  the  winter  this  grade  sold  for  j}rices  nearly  equal- 
ing the  value  of  larger  stock,  such  as  usually  is  handled  in  this 
country  by  the  grocery  stores. 

During  July  and  August  of  the  present  season  it  was  noted  that 
relatively  the  call  for  small  potatoes  has  not  been  so  satisfactory. 
It  is  explained  that  the  packers  and  shippers  are  largely  responsible 
for  this,  because,  instead  of  sending  clean  stock,  there  was  a  tendency 
on  the  part  of  some  to  pack  "  trash  "  with  this  size.  A  decrease  in 
the  demand  is  very  natural  tmder  the  circumstances. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  said  that  the  future  of  this  trade  rests 
more  with  the  growers,  dealers,  and  exporters  of  this  country  than 
with  foreign  factors.  A  constant  supply  of  potatoes,  well  graded 
and  packed  true  to  name,  is  chiefly  required.  At  present  the  supply 
is  abundant  at  low  prices,  but  it  has  been  noted  that  some  of  the 
exporters  make  a  practice  of  playing  the  dealers  one  against  the  other 
until  little  or  no  profit  is  left  for  the  important  work  of  assembling 
and  packing.  This  policy  inevitably  will  lower  the  grade  of  the 
potatoes  and  endanger  the  development  of  this  trade  with  South 
America.  The  exporters  ought  to  realize  that  such  a  policy  may  be 
ruinous. 
ITnited  States  Hay  Supply  Seed-f  otato  Beqnlrements. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  possibility  that  the  United  States 
may  supply  the  countries  of  South  America  with  a  large  portion 
of  their  seed-potato  requirements  if  proper  care  and  attention  is 
exercised.  The  experience  of  planters  in  the  region  of  Mar  del  Plata, 
Argentina,  is  given  for  illustration.  Last  season,  from  1,400  kilos 
(3,086  pounds)  of  Spanish  "Early  Eose,"  only  4,000  kilos  (8,818 
pounds)  of  potatoes  were  produced.  There  was  much  difficulty  on 
account  of  late  blight.  The  same  planters  secured  a  crop  of  15,009 
kilos  (33,069  pounds)  from  1,400  kilos  (3,086  pounds)  of  "  Early 
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Rose,"  imported  from  the  United  States.  It  is  claimed,  further,  that 
seed  from  this  country  is  delivered  in  better  condition.  According 
to  recent  trade  reports,  a  cargo  of  140,000  crates  shipped  from 
Valencia,  Spain,  'was  practically  a  total  loss.  Poor  handling  is  said 
to  have  been  responsible.  The  opportunity  for  trade  extension  in  this 
respect  appears  to  be  excellent,  but  "regular"  practices  will  be 
i-equired  if  the  industry  is  to  receive  the  benefit.  For  instance,  the 
shipment  of  seed  not  true  to  name  means  ultimate  failure. 

Cr«te  is  Best  Package — ^Dimensions  and  Constmetlon. 

By  far  the  best  package  for  the  South  American  trade  is  a  crate 
that  has  been  designed  especially  for  this  purpose.  Many  barrels 
have  been  used,  but  are  not  as  well  suited  to  the  conditions.    The 


Soft Jron , straps 


pathological  inspector  of  the  Federal  Horticultural  Board  reported 
from  New  York  in  February  that  the  potatoes  that  arrived  in  bad 
condition  were  packed  in  barrels  and  that  he  knew  of  no  instance  of 
crated  stock  carrying  badly. 

The  export  potato  crate  is  made  in  two  sizes:  One  holding  66 
pounds  net,  or  30  kilos,  and  the  other  holding  110  pounds  net,  or  50 
Icilos.  The  respective  dimensions  are  10  by  13^  by  22^  inches  and 
12  by  15  by  32  inches.  They  are  constructed  of  one-half -inch  slats  of 
yellow  pine  or  similar  material,  with  ends  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in 
thiclcness.  The  shape  of  the  crate- is  octagonal.  This  makes  a  very 
convenient  package  to  handle  and  when  placed  in  stacks  still  allows 
excellent  ventilation.  To  give  additional  strength,  the  ends  of  all  the 
crates  are  strapped  with  bands  of  soft  hoop  iron  and  a  partition  is 
placed  in  the  larger  size.  When  barrels  are  used,  holes  should  be  cut 
in  the  staves  and  heads  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ventilation. 
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Inspeetioii  and  Certlflcation—"  Black  Heart "  and  "  Soft  Bot" 

A  large  proportion  of  the  potatoes  sent  to  South  America  last  sea- 
son was  forwarded  by  established  export  houses  and  ship  brokers 
who  contract  with  dealers  for  supplies.  The  dealers  assemble,  grade, 
pack,  and  deliver  to  the  wharves.  At  New  York  City  all  export 
shipments  for  South  American  countries  are  inspected  and  certified 
by  the  pathological  inspector  of  the  Federal  Horticultural  Board 
before  the  potatoes  are  packed.  This  service  is  rendered  by  request 
of  the  shippers,  who  were  aware  that  certification  by  the  Government 
would  be  necessary  to  assure  entry  into  Brazil,  Argentina,  and 
Uruguay.    It  also  assures  a  minimum  of  loss  from  deterioration. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  hazard  of  shipping  potatoes  so 
great  a  distance  and  through  tropical  regions  requires  extreme  meas- 
ures in  grading,  packing,  and  shipping.  The  first  shipments  made  in 
the  early  fall  of  1914  arrived  in  bad  condition,  showing  "  black  heart," 
which  is  said  to  be  caused  by  exposure  for  18  hours  or  more  to  tem- 
peratures ranging  between  100.4°  and  113°  F.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  such  an  exposure  occurred  in  the  above  case,  because  inquiry 
made  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  pathological  inspector  at 
New  York  "  revealed  the  fact  that  practically  no  ventilation  is  pro- 
vided for  in  the  compartments  of  the  vessels,  except  such  sluggish 
ventilation  as  might  take  place  through  one  small  flue  from  some  of 
the  lower  compartments ;  no  mechanical  means  are  provided  to  cause 
a  renewal  or  circulation  of  the  air  in  the  compartments." 

In  one  case  it  was  found  that  the  potatoes  were  stowed  just  over 
the  coal  bunkers,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  this  stock  was  dis- 
charged in  bad  condition.  The  prevention  of  "black  heart,"  there- 
fore, requires  proper  stowage  and  ventilation,  so  that  the  product 
may  not  be  subject  to  dangerously  high  temperatures.  Precaution  is 
required  also  to  prevent  "soft  rot."  Careful  handling  and  the  elimi- 
nation of  all  tubers  showing  cuts,  bruises,  or  "  dry  rot "  is  urged  by 
the  inspector  for  the  reason  that  these  injuries  easily  develop  into 
"  soft  rot "  in  temperatures  much  below  that  required  for  producing 
"black  heart." 

Befrigeration  Space  on  Steamers. 

Referring  to  the  importance  of  proper  stowage  aboard  steamers 
some  of  the  lines  have  been  equipped  with  refrigeration  space,  or 
"  meat  boxes,"  as  they  are  called.  These  chambers  were  constructed 
for  carrying  fresh  meats  from  South  America  to  this  country  and  are 
available  for  other  commodities  on  the  return  trip.  The  insulation  is 
very  heavy^  and  these  chambers  are  admirably  suited  to  the  safe 
transportation  of  potatoes  without  refrigeration.  The  meat  boxes  are 
closed  at  New  York  and  not  opened  until  the  steamer  arrives  in  South 
America.  Therefore,  potatoes  which  are  loaded  in  cool  condition 
may  be  held  at  safe  temperatures  in  the  insulated  compartments  and 
discharged  in  good  form.  Cool  condition  at  loading  time  is  essential, 
because  large  quantities  may  be  stowed  in  these  chambers,  and  if  the 
potatoes  are  in  heated  condition  "  black  heart "  and  decay  are  likely 
to  develop.  The  charge  for  space  in  the  meat  boxes  is  considerably 
more  than  for  ordinary  space. 

Shipping  Facilities — Trade  Connections. 

The  chief  difficulties  confronting  the  potato  industry  in  develop- 
ing trade  rapidly  with  South  America  are  the  lack  of  sufficient  sched- 
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uled  shipping  facilities  and  the  problem  of  making  trade  contracts 
that  may  be  relied  on.  Some  of  the  exporters  have  established  con- 
nections in  other  lines,  and  these  contacts  have  been  invaluable  in 
taking  advantage  of  the  sudden  demand  for  potatoes.  Commercial 
representation  is  almost  indispensable,  and  it  would  seem  that  the 
present  situation  offers  an  opportunity  for  efficient  work  by  com- 
mercial bodies  and  organizations  of  growers,  for,  granting  that  pre- 
vious arrangements  are  made  for  the  disposition  ot  cargoes,  through 
cooperation  of  the  shippers  it  may  be  possible  and  practicable  to 
charter  tramp  steamers  and  partially  overcome  the  apparent  lack  of 
shipping  facilities. 

The  Quettlon  of  Terms — ^Advantage  Should  Be  Seised  at  Once. 

Prior  to  the  war  South  American  dealers  were  able  to  demand 
from  60  to  90  days'  time  for  payment  of  drafts.  This  condition  has 
changed  so  that  the  potato  exporters  of  this  country  are  able  to  secure 
part  payment  at  time  of  shipping  and  balance  upon  presentati<m  of 
draft  in  South  America. 

As  far  as  the  individual  grower  is  concerned,  it  is  practically  im- 

eissible  for  him  to  tmdertake  direct  dealing  with  the  foreign  houses, 
is  product  must  pass  through  experience  hands.  However,  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe  that  large  cooperative  organizations  conld 
render  valuable  service  to  the  individual  b^  working  with  the  export- 
ers. It  is  probable  that  such  organizations  also  could  cooperate 
among  themselves  to  the  extent  of  arranging  for  joint  shipping  and 
joint  representation  in  the  foreign  markets.  Bemembering  that  the 
season  lasts  until  spring,  there  is  time  for  effecting  necessary  ar- 
rangements in  shipping  facilities  and  market  connections. 

In  consideration  of  the  unusual  opportunity  that  appears  to  exist 
for  a  very  large  increase  in  our  potato  exports  to  South  America  it  is 
urged  that  exporters,  cooperative  organizations,  and  other  com- 
mercial bodies  interested  in  foreign  trade  extension  for  agricultural 
products  seize  upon  the  present  advantage  without  delay.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  such  an  opportunity  rarely  comes,  and  that 
under  existing  conditions  it  may  not  be  expected  to  last  after  this  or 
next  season.  The  situation,  therefore,  requires  special  activity — with 
caution,  of  course — on  the  part  of  all  concerned,  because  oUierwise 
the  benefits  of  this  very  rare  advantage  may  be  Ic^  to  the  potato  in- 
dustry for  all  time. 


BVIES  IS  AFFBOACHINO  ITAIIAH  HAVAL  STATIOHS. 

[Communication  from  Italian  Embassy,  Washington,  D.  C,  Sept  0.] 

Notwithstanding  notices  issued  by  the  Italian  Government  request- 
ing merchant  ships  to  refrain  from  approaching  Italian  naval  sta- 
tions between  sunset  and  sunrise  and  announcing  that  the  port  of 
Taranto  had  been  closed  to  merchant  shipjjing,  several  foreign  mer- 
chant ships  have  come  up  to  that  port- during  night  time.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  dangers  which  may  arise  to  merchant  ships  from  such  a 
course,  the  Italian  Government  would  feel  obliged  if  the  attention  of 
American  merchantmen  would  be  drawn  on  the  matter. 
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As  is  well  known,  the  United  States  is  the  largest  single  consumer 
of  coffee,  its  imports  at  times  approaching  one-half  of  the  total  world 
production ;  but  a  new  importance  attached  to  its  trade  in  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30,  1915,  as  in  that  period  the  United  States  (and 
particularly  the  port  of  New  York)  became  a  clearing  house  for 
coffee  cargoes.  Whereas  in  the  fiscal  year  1913  reexports  of  coffee 
from  the  United  States  totaled  3,964,139  pounds  and  in  19149,574,496 
pounds,  in  1915  66,974,501  pounds  were  reshipped  to  other  countries, 
and  of  this  quantity  61,491,903  pounds  cleared  through  New  York. 

Last  year  the  United  States  imported  1,118,690,524  pounds  of  cof- 
fee, as  agamst  1,001,528,317  pounds  in  1914  and  863,130,757  pounds 
in  1913;  but  so  heavy  were  the  reexports,  as  noted,  that  consump- 
tion— i.  e.,  net  imports — was  barely  6  per  cent  greater  than  in  1914, 
whereas  consumption  in  1914  was  15  per  cent  in  excess  of  that  for 
1913. 
Import*  by  Countries  of  Origin. 

Brazil  supplied,  as  in  other  years,  most  of  the  coffee  imported  into 
the  United  States  during  1915,  sending  30,000,000  pounds  more  than 
in  1914  and  134,000,000  pounds  more  than  in  1913.  Colombia  also 
increased  its  shipments,  furnishing  nearly  20,000,000  pounds  more 
than  in  either  of  the  two  preceding  years.  Central  American  States 
(chiefly  Guatemala  and  Salvador)  had  an  added  35,000,000  pounds 
to  their  credit  in  1915  as  contrasted  with  the  preceding  year  and 
43,000,000  pounds  more  than  in  1914.  Imports  of  Venezuelan  coffee 
into  the  United  States  were  23,000,000  pounds  greater  than  in  either 
1914  or  1913.  These  and  other  trade  changes  are  clearly  shown  in 
the  following  summary : 


Imported  Crom— 

1913-18 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Poonds. 

Value. 

Ponnds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

NettMrlsnds 

1,056,676 
7,155,967 

32,172,524 
26,121,439 

4,110,032 

638,262,011 

89,684,514 

49,671,060 

7,558,765 

4,083,462 

1,353,307 

$350,093 
1,U1,110 

4,115,720 
4,000,900 

510,067 

87,867,451 

11,728,459 

7,040,173 

1,254,879 

692,204 

202,144 

6,905,654 
1:34^736 

40.202,480 
49,385,604 

4,711,289 

743,113,600 

91,!i30,SI3 

49,853,478 

8,673,941 

4,140,033 

2,368,210 

1936, 7U3 
204,531 

4,943,643 
8,028,188 

474,221 

78,016.463 

11,556,038 

6,194,240 

1,361,847 

695,068 

314,383 

1,583,672 
738,462 

75,350.258 
62,706,120 

16,230,652 

773,400,315 

111,077,449 

72,463,140 

10,898,139 

2,383,741 

1,858,676 

$253,731 

Other  Europe 

Central  American  Btotas 

and  British  Honduras.. 

Uexloo 

114,430 

8,631,967 
6, 898,  in 

1,477,051 
65,492,280 

West    Indies    and  Ber- 
mudii ., 

Bnixil 

Colombia      

13, 710, 164 

Veneioda 

7,745,288 

Fr*^  InHiM                  . 

l!slli37S 

Other  Asia  and  Oceania. . 
Other  ooontries 

431,928 

199,280 

Total 

863,130,757 

118,963,200 

1,001,528,317 

110,725,392 

1,118,6E0,524 

106,705,644 

Only  Two  Forts  Show  larger  Eeceipts. 

New  York  and  Galveston  were  the  only  two  of  the  leading  coffee 
ports  of  the  United  States  that  took  larger  cargoes  of  the  berry  in 
1915  than  in  1914,  the  gains  and  losses  by  chief  ports  of  entry  being 
graphically  set  out  below : 


Districts. 

1812-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Ponnds. 

Valne. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Massachusetts 

1,122,811 

554,571,449 

840,863 

1,164,033 

263,382,963 

46,848 

1,696,518 

« 76, 175 

76,976,459 

131,440 

190,747 

36,731,284 

6.728 

270,303 

1,453,138 
633,400,209 

1,303,568 

723,829 

808,008,145 

1.783,991 

2,444,510 

$246,962 
69,5»«,a04 
212,876 
125,891 
33,409,294 
272.545 
326,308 

1,088,962 

758,160,133 

417,351 

1,369,061 

307,868,932 

816,125 

805,823 

$155,073 

NewYcrlc 

73,042,844 

Philadelphia    

64  654 

Galveston 

269,597 

New  Orleans 

28,778,313 

106,8U 

Oregon 

89,853 
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Districts. 

1913-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Pounds. 

Valoe. 

Founds. 

Valus. 

Ponnds. 

Value. 

36,067,073 
1,150,173 
1,216,817 
1,871,410 

64,827,816 
171,289 
182,927 
298,040 

46,721,824 
2,496,999 
1,668,180 
1,522,926 

(5,661,270 
322,985 
217,189 
252,037 

45,844,060 
579,211 
792,665 
950,211 

14,959,421 
69,384 
87,877 
141,717 

8oul  hern  Califoniia 

Washinzton 

AU  other 

Total 

863,130,757 

118,963,309 

1,001,528,317 

110,725,392 

1,118,690,524 

106,765,644 

As  the  foregoing  table  discloses,  imports  at  New  York  were  nearly 
125,000,000  pounds  in  excess  of  those  for  1914  and  203,000,000  above 
those  for  1913. 

Larger  Carcoet  for  Europe. 

Practically  all  of  the  advance  in  coffee  shipments  from  the  United 
States  during  the  past  year  is  accounted  for  by  the  enormously  in- 
creased cargoes  that  went  to  Europe.  Denmark  and  the  Netherfands 
alone  took  31,700,000  pounds  more  than  in  the  preceding  fiscal 
twelvemonth,  and  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Greece  took  12,200,000 
pounds,  whereas  there  were  no  direct  cargoes  thither  in  either  1914 
or  1918.  As  shown  by  official  American  records,  the  reexports  of 
coffee  from  the  United  States  by  countries  of  destination  during  the 
last  three  years  were : 


Exported  to— 

1912-13 

1919-14 

1914-15 

Founds. 

Value. 

founds. 

Value. 

Founds. 

Value. 

79,280 

671,170 

56,431 

(0,880 
84,509 
8,247 

17.  :!i--.  'jsj 
14       1  JU 

8.;   '.141 

B.li-i.itfO 
3,7MI.S85 
3,622,936 
3..'iOi'>,'J90 
2,4:«.224 
3,  avi,  294 

3,    -  ,J18 

(1,951,584 
1,650,159 
922,146 
732,135 
456, 4W 
356,341 
333,19a 
272,751 
364,018 
81,319 
454,167 

Netherlands 

256,812 
10,993 

(23,467 
3,300 

Sweden 



249,151 
3,022,161 

33,213 
184,712 

327,660 
1,941,399 

39,877 
183,668 

Italy  

Norway 

Uexico  

286,104 
148,489 
990,429 

45,415 
28,274 
141,849 

2,547,723 

127,582 

3,923,251 

353,477 

18,637 

577,942 

Cfinada 

Total 

8,904,139 

459,230 

9,574,496 

1,376,227 

66,974,501 

7,562,386 

New  York  Become(  a  Clearing  House  for  Coffee. 

As  is  well  known,  New  York  is  the  principal  port  for  the  receipt 
and  dispatch  of  coffee  cargoes,  and,  as  akeady  stated,  reexported 
01,491,903  pounds  of  foreign  coffee  in  the  fiscal  year  just  ended. 
This  amount  was  nearly  ten  times  the  reexports  from  New  York 
during  1914  and  more  than  twenty  times  its  reexports  in  1913.  The 
other  leading  districts  in  the  coffee  reexport  trade  are: 


Districts. 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

Founds. 

Value. 

Founds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

New  York 

3,089,649 
£5,663 

(315,931 
8,379 

6,221,310 

207,485 

563,549 

1,012,091 

675,277 

765,883 

41,115 

87,786 

(811,158 
31,426 
63,096 
156,887 
89,387 
106,489 
5,619 
13,265 

61,491,903 
914,309 
576,215 
633,404 
468,436 
2,134,299 
437,973 
338,973 

(6,906,946 
110,968 
49  935 
97  719 

ElPaso 

115,243 
101,187 
472,552 
44,286 
85,559 

23,247 
11,034 
75,722 
7,436 
17,481 

5^105 

350,342 

44,673 

48,616 

Ban  Francisco.. . 

Other 

Total 

8,9H13» 

459,230 

9,574,496 

1,276,227 

66,974,501 

7,563,(01 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  while  the  vast  increase  in  coffee  ship- 
ments in  1914-15  is  directly  attributable  to  the  European  conflict  that 
was  waging  during  11  months  of  that  year,  there  was  no  evidence  of 
"  war  prices  "  in  the  values  assigned  to  the  outgoing  cargoes.  On  the 
contrary,  the  average  value  per  poimd  was  less  last  year  than  in 
either  of  the  two  preceding,  being  11.3  cents  as  contrasted  with  13.3 
cents  in  1913-14  and  11.6  cents  in  1912-13. 


FBETEHnira  aduitebation  of  goods  at  HONGEONG. 

[Consul  General  Oeorge  B.  AndeiEon,  Hongkong,  Cblna,  July  30.1 

The  long  straggle  of  Hongkong  exporters  against  the  adulteration 
of  many  lines  of  Chinese  export  goods  continued  during  the  past  year 
with  considerable  success,  and  the  government  of  the  colony  has  as- 
sisted the  commercial  interests  by  establishing  or,  rather,  amplifying 
the  work  of  Government  bureaus.  Discussing  the  subject,  and  par- 
ticularly the  matter  of  disputes  between  Hongkong  exporters  and 
American  and  other  importers,  the  president  of  the  Association  of 
Exporters  of  Hongkong  in  the  association's  annual  meeting  on  July 
29  said : 

Through  th«  energy  and  interest  of  Mr.  Frank  Browne,  the  Oovemment  ana- 
lyst, the  Hongkong  govemment  have  gone  to  the  expense  of  fully  equipping 
the  laboratory  with  appliances  for  testing  shipments  of  aniseed  and  cassia  oils, 
and  after  testing  to  wire  and  seal  the  cases  and  Issue  a  certificate  of  analysis 
at  a  reasonable  fee,  full  particulars  of  which  you  will  find  In  the  report,  and 
the  thanks  of  this  association  are  due  to  Mr.  Browne  and  the  Hongkong  gov- 
ernment for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  this  matter  and  Qieir  readiness  to 
assist  as.  This,  as  you  are  aware,  has  been  the  result  of  the  complaints  and 
claims  from  buyers  on  account  of  the  adulteration  of  the  oils,  whereby  they 
imve  not  come  op  to  the  standard  tests,  and  we  are  in  hoi>es  by  this  means  of 
eradicating  all  this,  so  that  when  a  shipment  has  been  duly  analyzed  and  certl- 
fled  there  shall  be  no  farther  dispute  between  buyer,  seller,  or  dealer,  the 
Goremment  certificate  being  a  guarantee  of  standard  quality  from  which  there 
is  no  recourse.  This  is  done  with  certain  other  articles,  but  at  the  moment  the 
home  buyers  are  not  disposed  to  see  eye  to  eye  with  us  on  this  point,  and  ap- 
parently reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  arbitrate  or  reject  parcels  whether 
accompanied  by  Government  certificates  or  not  This  is  a  x>otnt  which  your 
new  committee  will  have  to  deal  with,  and  we  hope  and  believe  will  bring  to 
a  successful  issue.  The  question  of  false  packing  of  human  hair  has  also  re- 
ceived the  earnest  attention  of  your  committee,  and  steps  were  being  taken  to 
overcome  this  difficulty,  but  negotiations  were  abruptly  terminated  upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  war.  At  present,  however,  this  article  is  more  or  less  dead, 
but  the  matter  will  not  be  allowed  to  rest,  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  force 
the  dealers  to  deliver  the  quality  they  contract  to  supply,  and  not  inferior  and 
falsely  packed  cargo.    I  may  say  that  these  remarks  apply  equally  to  bristles. 

As  indicated  heretofore  in  reports  from  this  office  the  chief  diffi- 
culty in  all  such  matters  at  the  present  time  is  to  secure  the  active 
and  genuine  cooperation  of  Chinese  exporters  and  middlemen  in  the 
efforts  of  exporters  to  standardize  products  and  prevent  adulteration, 
short  weight,  and  other  evils.  The  association  has  endeavored  to 
enlist  this  cooperation,  but  the  proportion  of  Chinese  shippers  in  the 
association  continues  small  and  there  is  no  likelihood  of  any  change 
until  commercial  conditions  in  the  colony  change  materially. 


A  factory  for  making  fish  oil  is  projected  at  Ijmuiden,  Holland. 
The  American  Export  Chamber  or  Commerce  at  Amsterdam  can 
give  particulars. 
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BECOVEBY  OF  DIAKOND  XBASE  OF  AMSTEBSAIL 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mahtn,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Aug.  7.] 

The  depression  in  the  Amsterdam  diamond  industry  following  the 
outbreak  of  the  wiar  is  apparently  gradually  passing  away.  The 
number  of  unemployed  workmen  is  decreasing  and  the  export  of 
diamonds  to  the  United  States  (the  principal  market)  is  increasing. 
In  comparison  with  the  corresponding  periods  of  1914,  the  value  of 
diamonds  exported  to  the  United  Slates  was  $733,617  less  in  the  first 
quarter  of  this  year,  $457,342  less  in  the  second  quarter,  and  only 
$28,700  less  in  July,  while  in  the  first  week  of  August  the  export  is 
$354,500  worth,  against  $140,000  worth  in  the  corresponding  week 
last  year. 

It  is  stated  that  the  prices  of  diamonds  fell  about  20  per  cent  with 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  but  that  they  are  now  about  normal  again. 

Certlfleates  of  Origin. 

No  polished  diamonds  can  now  be  exported  from  the  Netherlands 
to  the  United  States  or  most  other  countries  without  a  certificate 
showing  that  they  were  polished  in  the  Netherlands.  The  certificate 
is  made  necessary  by  the  restrictions  upon  exports  imposed  by  the 
British  blockade.  In  order  to  obtain  the  certificate,  the  exporter 
must  produce  his  diamonds  to  a  committee  of  three  persons  in 
Amsterdam,  two  of  whom  are  experts  in  the  diamond  trade,  while 
the  tiiird  is  indirectly  connected  with  the  trade  and  acts  as  a  con- 
troller. [A  list  of  these  members  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  file  65178.] 

The  experts  usually  know  upon  inspection  if  the  diamonds  pro- 
duced were  polished  here.  But  if  doubtful  they  call  for  the  origmal 
bills  of  the  polishing  firms  who  are  said  to  hare  finished  the  gems  or 
inquire  directly  of  such  firms.  If  the  diamonds  are  approved,  the 
box  or  other  container  is  closed,  sealed,  and  given  a  distinctive  mark 
or  number,  which  also  appears  on  the  application  for  the  certificate. 
The  package  of  diamonds  and  the  certificate  are  then  presented  by 
the  snipper  to  the  third  member  of  the  committee,  who  makes  sure 
that  the  package  is  the  one  closed  and  sealed  by  the  two  experts  and 
described  in  the  application  for  the  certificate.  He  retains  the  pack- 
age and  presents  the  application  to  the  Amsterdam  customhouse, 
which  issues  the  required  certificate,  when  the  package  is  forwarded 
to  the  United  States  or  other  country. 

This  proceeding  does  not  apply  to  rough  diamonds,  which  are  prac- 
tically all  products  of  British  possessions,  but  without  it  no  cut  dia- 
monds can  be  sent  out  of  the  Netherlands,  unless  they  are  carried 
personally  by  some  individual,  to  the  principal  markets. 

Present  and  FrospectlTe  Besnlts. 

The  natural  result  is  to  exclude  from  the  principal  markets  dia- 
monds which  have  been  polished  in  Belgium,  now  treated  as  German 
territory  when  exports  are  concerned.  But  it  is  believed,  if  not  ab- 
solutely known,  in  Amsterdam  diamond  circles  that  Belgian-polished 
diamonds  are  still  exported  to  the  United  States.  How  and  whence, 
the  authorities  interested  are  seeking  to  discover. 

Of  course,  diamonds  may  be  freely  exported  from  Belgiimi  to  Ger- 
many, Austria,  or  other  countries  which  Great  Britain  can  not  pre- 
vent from  trading  with  Belgium.    But  it  happens  that  the  countries 

Digitized  by  V^jOUyitr 


COHMEBCB  BEPOBIS.  1245 

baying  nearly  all  the  diamonds  are  the  very  ones  whose  trade  with 
Belgium  and  the  Netherlands  is  within  the  control  of  Great  Britain. 

In  recent  years  Antwerp  has  rivaled  Amsterdam  as  a  center  for 
diamond  polishing  and  exporting,  though  it  is  always  claimed  that 
Amsterdam  does  superior  work.  Certainly  the  greatest  modem  dia- 
monds in  the  world  have  been  cut  and  polished  here;  its  mills  con- 
tain workmen  of  rare  skill,  and  higher  wages  are  paid  here  than  else- 
where in  the  diamond  industry.  It  is  stated  that  many  applications 
for  employment  from  Antwerp  diamond  workers  are  received  in 
Amsterdam,  and  it  would  appear  as  if  present  conditions  were  giving 
Amsterdam  a  practical  monopoly  of  the  diamond-polishing  business. 
What  will  be  me  situation  after  the  war  is  of  course  only  conjectur- 
able,  but  it  is  believed  that  some  of  the  business  now  diverted  to 
Amsterdam  will  be  a  permanent  gain. 


KOTOB  BOATS  IH  SOUTH  CHUTA. 

[Consul  O.  C.  Hanson,  Swatow,  July  19.1 

On  July  10,  1915,  a  motor  boat  equipped  with  American  kerosene 
engines  left  Hongkong  and,  after  running  31  hours-,  arrived  at 
Swatow,  covering  a  distance  of  180  miles. 

An  American  agent  at  Hongkong  representing  a  manufacturing 
company  of  Erie,  Pa.,  secured  in  June,  1914,  a  contract  to  build  for 
a  Chinese  launch  company  in  Swatow  a  passenger  motor  launch  that 
could  be  operated  in  the  shallow  streams  that  abound  in  this  vicinity. 
The  launch  was  delivered  in  Swatow  this  July,  as  per  contract.  The 
long  time  consumed  in  completing  the  boat  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
seven  months  elapsed  from  the  date  the  order  was  sent  from  Hong- 
kong to  the  date  on  which  the  American  engines  were  received  in 
Hongkong.  The  actual  construction  of  the  launch  proper  was  accom- 
plished in  four  months. 

The  launch  is  60  feet  long,  12  feet  in  beam,  with  a  draft  of  11 
inches  aft  and  6^  inches  forward.  Its  mean  draft  is  9  inches.  This 
is  by  far  a  record  for  shallow  draft  in  this  vicinity,  other  local 
launches  drawing  from  2  to  2^  feet.  The  hull  was  constructed 
by  a  Hongkong  Chinese  firm  under  the  direction  and  from  the  de- 
signs of  the  representative  of  the  Fulton  Pennsylvania  Co. 
The  wood  used  was  Chinese  pine.  Its  capacity  is  100  passengers. 
The  bottom  of  the  hull  is  absolutely  flat  and  the  extreme  height  of 
the  laimch  above  the  water  line  is  12  feet.  There  are  two  decks  com- 
pletely housed  in.  The  engines  are  two  3-cylinder  Fulton  kerosene 
motors  of  20  horsepower  each  which  drive  the  boat  at  a  speed  of  7$ 
knots  per  hour.  The  cost  of  the  launch  complete  was  $8,000  Hong- 
kong currency. 

During  the  run  from  Hongkong  to  Swatow  it  was  found  that 
in  one  stretch  of  14  hours  of  steady  running  55  gallons  of  Standard 
Oil  Co.'s  kerosene.  Eagle  brand,  was  consumedT  While  in  Hong- 
kong the  vessel  was  only  given  one  trial  of  three  hours.  The  engines 
worked  so  well  that  the  trip  to  Swatow  was  immediately  undertaken. 

The  above  is  typical  of  the  kind  of  launch  and  engine  desired  for 
pa^nger  traffic  on  the  river  branches  in  (his  vicinity.  It  is  grati- 
fying that  American  engines  worked  so  satisfactorily  on  the  180-mile 
ocean  trip  from  Hongkong  to  Swatow. 
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COKPOSmON  OF  NATUBAI  GAS  IH  VABIOVS  CITIES. 

Comparisons  have  been  made  for  the  first  time  of  the  qualities  of 
the  natural  gas  produced  in  various  sections  of  the  United  States  in 
the  course  oi  investigations  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  Mines  look- 
ing to  a  more  efficient  utilization  of  the  fuel  resources  of  the  country. 
A  report  by  G.  A.  Burrell  and  G.  G.  Oberfell  has  been  issued  by  the 
bureau  giving  the  composition  of  such  gas  in  25  cities  located  in 
Arkansas,  Texas,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana,  ^iissouri, 
New  York,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  and  Pennsylvania.  Figures  derived 
from  the  tests  are: 


BtaU. 

Town. 

C.H.H4 

MathaDS 
CH< 

Ethaoa 
CH, 

B.tn. 
per  cubic 

foot 
(760  mm. 
preasura), 

atO-C. 

SpedAc 
gravUy. 

P.O. 
96.0 

93.0 
97.7 
85.6 
85.8 
88.2 
86.5 
97.3 
96.9 
99.9 
95.1 
99.3 
98.7 
88.8 
85.0 
88.5 
05.5 
93.1 
90.0 
96.2 
86.2 
84.2 
87.3 
93.9 
98.9 
98.0 
61.5 
61.7 
61.7 
61.1 
61.5 
61.3 

P.tt. 
96.0 
86.8 
96.4 
88.8 
91.3 
77.8 
96.5 
87.3 
92.6 
68.8 
79.9 
79.8 
80.6 
73.2 
80.3 
80.4 
92.4 
75.4 
68.4 
92.1 
95.3 
88.6 
66.5 
85.1 
67.6 
88.0 
60.8 
51.3 
-      51.5 
51.1 

5a6 

50.6 

P.«.- 

0.0 

6.3 

1.3 

6.7 

4.5 

30.4 

.0 

.0 

4.3 

31.1 

15.3 

19.5 

18.3 

25.6 

14.7 

1S.1 

3.1 

17.7 

2a6 

4.1 

.0 

5.6 

30.7 

8.8 

31.3 

.0 

10.9 

10.4 

10.2 

10.0 

10.9 

10.7 

1,003 

1,040 
1,051 
1,070 
1,066 
1,206 
1,028 
1,096 
1,066 
1,313 
1,134 
1,213 
1,196 
1,256 
1129 
1,193 
1,042 
1132 
1,123 
1,067 
1,014 
1^0« 
1,083 
1,070 
1,303 
1,044 
742 
740 
T38 
730 
743 
738 

O.SS 

In^hinn 

NoblMvUle 

loto 

.62 

Ksiuwf 

.56 

Do 

Topeka 

.61 

Do  ::.:""::::" : 

LnvenwoTth , , . . 

.(0 

Kentucky 

LoubvUle 

.46 

Ixyuisliuift .  ,. 

Lewis 

.58 

Do 

Uaiufleld 

.59 

Mbsourl 

JopUn  

.59 

New  York 

Alma 

.71 

Do 

Buffalo 

.65 

Ohio 

Cincinnati 

.65 

Do 

riftvcland 

.65 

Do 

Marietta 

.£> 

Do 

Springfield 

.65 

Do 

Columbus 

Bartlesrllls 

.65 

.eo 

Do 

Chelsea 

.67 

Do 

Guthrie 

.70 

Do 

.59 

Do 

Nowata             

.58 

Do 

.61 

Do 

.do 

.71 

Do 

do 

.63 

Pftnnsylvanto  

OllClty       

.71 

Texas.' 

Cor^irftna .                         . 

.67 

Do 

DaUaii 

.77 

Do 

do 

.76 

Do 

Fort  Worth 

.38 

Do 

do 

.76 

Do 

do 

.77 

Do 

do 

.77 

Approximately  Equal  in  Heating  Yalne. 

Many  of  the  samples  show  approximately  the  same  heating  value. 
Attention  is  called,  however,  to  those  from  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.,  with  a  heating  value  of  about  740  B.  t.  u.  per  cubic  foot  at  0" 
C.  (32°  F.)  and  760  millimeters  pressure.  They  are  exceptional.  At 
the  other  extreme  is  the  gas  used  m  Alma,  N.  Y.,  with  a  heating  value 
of  1,312  B.  t.  u.  The  samples  from  gas  used  in  Columbus,  Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  and  LouisvUle  rank  the  highest,  and  in  gen- 
eral natiu-al  gas  from  the  Appalachian  region  has  the  highest  heating 
value. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  has,  determined  the  explosive  limits  of  mix- 
tures of  air  and  the  natural  gas  used  in  Pittsburgh,  this  ^as  being 
typical  of  that  supplied  to  many  cities.  For  most  practical  pur- 
poses these  limits  may  be  accented  as  applying  quite  closely  to  prac- 
tically all  the  natural  gas  mentioned.  The  smallest  quantity  of  natu- 
ral gas  in  a  mixture  of  natural  gas  and  air  that  upon  ignition  com- 
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pletely  inflamed  as  observed  by  the  eye  was  4.92  per  cent.  The  largest 
proportion  was  11.50  per  cent. 

Out  of  the  samples  of  natural  gas  from  25  cities  in  the  United 
States,  5  contain  methane  only  as  the  combustible  gas.  The  others 
contain,  in  addition  to  methane  (CH^)  higher  members  of  the  series 
of  paraffin  hydrocarbons.  Natural  gas  in  two  different  sands  of  the 
same  field  may  vary  decidedly  in  composition. 

The  ignition  temperature  of  natural  gas  lies  between  about  550°  C. 
and  750*  C.  The  composition  of  the  natural  gas  used  in  any  one 
town  may  remain  remarkably  constant  for  a  long  period.  Oxygen, 
carbon  monoxide,  hydrogen,  and  olefin  hydrocarbons  are  not  present 
in  natural  gas.  The  only  practical  way  to  remove  products  of  com- 
bustion (either  perfect  or  imperfect)  from  a  gas  stove  is  by  means 
of  a  vent  leading  to  the  house  chimney. 

A  large  proportion  of  natural  gas  in  air  is  required  to  suffocate 
men.  As  far  as  canaries  are  concerned,  the  effect  on  them  of  mix- 
tures of  natural  gas  and  air  is  principally  due  to  the  lowering  of  the 
oxygen  content  of  the  air  by  the  dilating  action  of  the  gas. 

Copies  of  Technical  Paper  109,  containing  this  report,  may  be  ob- 
tained at  5  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docimients,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

CAITADIAH  OOTEBHlCEirT  CONTRACT  FOB  ZHfC  OTTTPUT. 

[Consul  JuUus  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  Sept.  4.] 

It  is  officially  announced  by  the  president  of  the  Consolidated 
Mining  &  Smelting  Co.,  Toronto,  that  the  Dominion  Government  has 
contracted  with  that  cocapuay  for  the  entire  output  of  the  new  zino 
reduction  plant  now  bemg  installed  at  Trail,  British  Columbia. 
After  long  experimentation  the  metallurgists  of  this  company  have 
discovered  a  satisfactory  process  of  reducing  the  ores  by  electro- 
chemical treatment,  the  experimental  plant  being  now  capable  of 
producing  500  to  1,000  pounds  a  day.  It  is  said  that  the  Trail 
smelter  wiU  be  one  of  the  oest  in  America  and  that  it  will  be  produc- 
ing 25  tons  of  spelter  a  day  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  also 
stated  that  the  output  of  lead  and  zinc  at  this  smelter  will  exceed  in 
value  its  production  of  gold.  The  new  zinc  plant  will  be  installed 
with  a  capacity  to  use  10,000  hydroelectric  horsepower  from  the 
West  Kootenay  Power  Co. 

BTTYEES  WAITTED  FOE  BBAZHIAN  HAT  STBAW. 

[CoDSUl  A.  T.  nacberle,  rernambuco,  July  16.] 

The  Pemambuco  consulate  has  been  requested  by  local  shippers  to 
ascertain  the  prices  paid  in  the  United  States  for  straw  used  for 
making  Panama  hats.  According  to  an  article  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Gazeta  Bepublicana,  published  at  Bogota,  Colombia,  there  is  a  move- 
ment on  foot  to  restrict  the  sliipment  of  this  class  of  straw  by  plac- 
ing an  export  duty  thereon,  and  also  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
seed.  It  is  said  that  Colombia,  Ecuador,  Venezuela,  and  Peru  may 
enter  into  an  agreement  concerning  this  matter.  Persons  here  inter- 
ested in  the  exportation  of  straw  desire  to  communicate  with  im- 
porters of  this  article  in  the  United  States. 

[Tile  address  of  a  Pernanibuco  exporter  of  straw  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  66136.] 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OPPOBXUIilTiES. 

Reserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  and  Its  branck  oflteea.  Reqaeat 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  llle  number  glTen. 

Paper  and  raw  sugar.  No.  18250. — ^A  flrm  in  the  United  States  informs  the 
Bureau  tbat  it  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  company  in  Serbia  asking 
for  samples,  price  lists,  and  fall  information  relative  to  all  kinds  of 
paper,  especially  print  paper,  and  raw  sugar.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  i.  f.  Saloniki,  including  war-risk  insurance. 

Jewelry,  No.  18251. — ^A  firm  in  the  United  States  Informs  the  Bnrean  tliat  it 
has  an  inquiry  from  its  agent  in  Cuba,  stating  tliat  be  would  like  to 
represent  one  or  two  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  Jewelry. 

Machinerif,  No.  18252. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  China  has  transmitted 
a  report  relative  to  a  possible  opportunity  for  the  sole  of  match-making 
macliinery  and  other  materials  for  that  industry. 

Hosiery,  silk  goois,  etc..  No.  18253. — The  commercial  attach^  of  Die  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  In  Australia  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  manu- 
facturers' agent  who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  nnd 
exporters  of  hosiery  and  silk  piece  goods.  The  man  states  that  he  lias 
been  established  in  this  line  of  business  for  several  years. 

Fancy  goods,  No.  18254. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reiwrts  that 
a  flrm  in  his  district  is  desirous  of  being  placed  in  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  fancy  leather  goods,  trunks,  dressing  cases, 
cabinet  goods,  and  silver  and  glass  ware. 

Paper,  No.  18255. — ^A  flrm  of  commission  agents  in  Greece  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of 
all  kinds  of  writing  paper,  blotting  paper,  nnd  typewriter  and  carbon  paper. 
Quotations  are  desired  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  first  order  will  be  paid  for 
in  cash,  but  later  the  flrm  will  ask  for  usual  credit  terms.  Samples  and 
full  Information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Samples  may  be  sent  by  parcel 
post    Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    References  are  given. 

PUmr,  No.  18256. — An  American  consular  officer  In  an  Insular  {xissession  writes 
that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  flour.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Bef- 
erences  are  given. 

Leailier  goods.  No.  18257. — ^A  business  man  in  England  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  luind  bags,  purses,  braces,  etc.,  made  of  natural 
alligator  skin. 

Watchcases,  No.  18258. — A  Canadian  flrm  writes  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  gold  filled  and  plated  watchcases.  The  goods  are  for 
direct  shipment  to  Japan.  Catalogues  and  full  information  should  be  sent 
at  once.    Bank  reference  is  given. 

Pipe  fittings.  No.  18259. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Burma  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  his  district  which  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues, price  lists,  and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  pipe  fittings.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  i.  f.  destinatioii. 
Prices  should  be  stated  in  English  currency.  The  firm  states  that  If  prices 
and  terms  are  favorable  It  will  place  orders  by  cable. 

Machinery,  No.  18260. — ^A  flrm  in  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular  ofllcer 
that  it  wishes  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  typographic  and  lithographic  machines,  with  a  view  to  securing  an 
agency. 

Hard-ware,  No.  18261. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Africa  transmits  the 
name  of  a  merchant  In  his  district  who  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  hardware  specialties.  Catalogues  and  full  Information 
should  be  sent  at  once.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Chewing  toiacco.  No.  18262. — A  flrm  in  Burma  writes  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  manu- 
facturers of  chewing  tobacco.  Samples  and  full  information  should  be 
sent 
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POBTUGAI'S  FTJRCHASE  OF  WHEAT. 

[Consnl  General  W.  L.  Ijowrle,  Lisbon,  Aug.   10;  confirming  cablegram  in  CoMucsca 
Rbpobts  for  Aug.  4,  1915.] 

The  Government  of  Portugal  has  been  authorized  by  the  National 
Congress  to  import  wheat  to  the  volume  of  200,000,000  kilos  (7,348,667 
bushels).  A  special  credit  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Works  (Ministerio  do  Fomento)  for  the  purchase 
of  this  amoimt  of  wheat. 


BAKE  CLEABINGS  AT  JAPANESE  CAPITAL. 

[lixtract  from  Japan  Mail  of  July  5,  by  Consul  Genonl  George  n.  Scidmore,  Yokohama.] 

Credit  is  shown  to  have  suffered  from  the  hard  times  attendant  on 
the  war  in  the  past  half  year's  report  of  the  Toltyo  Clearing  House, 
which  covers  the  accounts  of  283  banks,  inclusive  of  the  Bank  of 
Japan,  post  offices,  and  others.  Pai)er  cleared  during  the  past  half 
year  is  valued  at  $1,125,480,000  in  round  figures,  against  $1,137,- 
930,000  for  the  same  time  last  year — a  decrease  of  $12,450,000. 

In  the  number  of  bills  exchanged  there  is  a  still  more  disastrous 
falling  off  reported  for  every  one  of  the  six  months  just  concluded, 
except  May.  The  total  number  comes  to  2,208,440,  a  falling  off  of 
74,019  as  compared  with  the  same  time  last  year.  Even  the  mcrease 
for  May  is  not  a  real  gain,  for  the  same  month  last  year  saw  the  house 
closed  for  two  days  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  late  Empress 
Shoken. 

The  August  14th  issue  of  the  Weekly  Report  of  the  American 
Association  of  Commerce  and  Trade  at  Berlin  states  that  from  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  to  August  1,  1915,  $125,000,000  has  been  invested 
in  new  and  existing  industrial  undertakings  in  Germany. 

6TO*-16  1249 
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EUBOFEAN  OOVEBNKENT  BEGITLATION  OF  WATEB  POWEBS. 

One  of  the  most  important  problems  in  the  political  economy  of  a 
nation  is  the  control  of  water  power,  and  the  fact  that  Congress  rec- 
ognizes its  importance  is  shown  by  the  time  devoted  to  the  subject  by 
the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  during  the  latter  part  of 
1914.  It  is  always  interesting  and  usually  helpful,  in  considering  the 
conditions  involved  in  this  problem,  to  find  how  other  countries  have 
dealt  with  somewhat  similar  conditions,  so  that  Water-Supply  Paper 
238 — ITie  Public  Utility  of  Water  Powers  and  their  Governmental 
Regulations — issued  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  in  1910, 
contains  much  valuable  data.  This  report,  prepared  by  Ren6  Taver- 
nier,  chief  engineer  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  of  France,  in 
conjunction  with  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  treats  of  the 
manner  in  which  France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy  have  dealt  with  the 

Eroblcm  of  utilizing  more  satisfactorily  tlie  water  i>owei"S  afforded 
y  the  streams  of  those  countries.  The  French  regulations  take  cog- 
nizance of  two  kinds  of  streams — first,  rivers  that  are  navigabTe 
neither  for  vessels  nor  rafts,  over  which  the  French  minister  of 
agriculture  exercises  certain  police  powers  and  in  which  the  riparian 
landowners  possess  certain  rights;  and  second,  streams  that  are 
navigable  by  vessels  or  rafts,  which  lie  within  the  public  domain  and 
which  are  administered  by  the  minister  of  public  works.  In  Switzer- 
land control  of  watercourses  that  are  navigable  for  neither  ships  nor 
rafts  is  retained  by  the  cantons  and  communes ;  in  Italy  the  waters 
are  public  property,  concessions  for  development  being  issued  by  the 
Government. 

The  laws  in  force  in  France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy  arc  given  in 
the  report,  together  with  a  brief  discussion  of  the  results  of  their 
operation,  as  well  as  their  defects  and  the  probability  of  future 
changes  in  the  laws. 

A  copy  of  the  report  may  be  obtained  free  on  application  to  the 
Director  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 


THE  PBOPOSEO  SIHO-JAPANESE  BANK. 

[Extract   from  Japan   Chronicle  of  JuIt  9.   by  Consal   General   Qeorge  H.    Scidmore, 

Xwobama.] 

With  the  object  of  realizing  a  financial  and  economic  alliance  be- 
tween Japan  and  China,  the  .Japanese  Government  has  conceived  the 
plan  of  establishing  a  large  Sino-Japanese  Bank,  and  has  appointed 
a  committee  headed  by  Mr.  Hamaguchi,  financial  secretary  to  the 
Japanese  Diet,  who  was  formerly  Vice  Minister  of  Finance,  for  the 
purpose  of  instituting  the  necessary  investigations  preliminary  to  the 
announcement  of  the  details  of  the  scheme.  On  July  6  the  committee 
met  for  the  first  time,  and  though  no  details  are  yet  available  regard- 
ing the  scheme,  the  Asahi  of  Osaka  states  that  it  will  probably 
materialize  in  the  form  of  a  special  bank  with  a  Japanese  capital  of 
$9,960,000,  the  business  operations  to  extend  over  the  whole  of  Man- 
churia, Mongolia,  and  other  parts  of  China. 

[This  banking  enterprise  has  frequently  been  mentioned  in  Comukbce  Rk- 
POBTS,  the  most  recent  references  being  in  the  issues  for  July  9  and  28, 1915.] 
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COOPEBAUVE  KABXETIITO  OF  FBITIT  UBOEB. 

Effective  cooperative  organizations  afford  the  best  means  for  prof- 
itable marketing  of  the  country's  increasing  apple  crop,  according  to 
a  survey  of  marketing  conditions  in  the  industry  just  published  as 
bulletin  No.  302,  "Apple  Market  Investigations,  1914-15,"  by  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  In  States  where  apples 
are  boxed  instead  of  barreled,  growers'  associations  handle  a  large 
percentage  of  the  output,  ajid  in  securing  uniformity  in  the  pack  and 
advantageous  distribution  of  the  crop  are  much  more  successful  than 
individual  producers  in  other  sections.  Where  individuals  act  inde- 
pendently there  is  little  uniformity  in  grading  and  much  poor  fruit 
13  shippeid  which,  in  seasons  of  large  production  such  as  1&14,  can 
not  be  disposed  of  profitably. 

Observations  in  the  Chicago  market  showed  that  25  per  cent  of 
the  arrivals  in  car-lot  bulk,  or  the  equivalent  of  350  carloads,  and  10 

{)er  cent  of  the  barreled  shipments,  the  equivalent  of  about  160  car- 
oads,  were  of  such  poor  quality  that  the  price  would  not  have  paid 
the  freight  charges  had  these  apples  been  snipped  by  themselves.  By 
throwing  out  this  poor  fruit  the  farmers  would  not  only  have  saved 
the  cost  of  packing  and  shipping,  but  would  have  cleared  the  market 
for  their  good  stock.    Similar  conditions  were  found  elsewhere. 

In  this  connection  it  is  said  that  the  grade  and  package  laws  now 
in  operation  in  a  number  of  States  are  proving  effective  in  stabilizing 
the  market.  Uniformity  in  State  legislation  of  this  kind,  the  authors 
state,  is,  however,  most  desirable. 

The  effect  of  the  war  upon  the  industry  has  been  found  to  be  less 
disastrous  than  was  apprehended.  Because  of  the  cheapness  of  the 
fruit,  consumption  was  stimulated  until  the  exports  tar  exceeded 
expectations.  The  German  ports  being  closed,  large  quantities  were 
shipped  direct  to  the  Scandinavian  markets  for  the  first  time,  and 
this  should  prove  of  considerable  benefit  in  future  years.  Direct 
trade  with  South  America  has  also  increh^ed  greatly  and  should 
continue  to  do  so,  especially  if  the  growing  trade  in  meat  products 
affords  additional  return  facilities  for  shipment.  Careful  selection, 
grading,  and  packing  by  hand  is,  however,  essential  to  the  delivery  oi 
me  fruit  in  good  condition,  and  only  stock  that  may  be  classed  as 
"fancy"  or  "extra  fancy"  should  be  exported  to  South  American 
ports.  

LOW  FIBE  LOSSES  IK  SEBLIN. 

[Reported  by  Consul  General  Eobert  P.  Skinner  while  at  Berlln.l 

Fire  losses  in  Berlin  are  strikingly  low.  This  is  due,  among  other 
things,  to  the  small  quantity  of  wood  used  for  structural  purposes, 
the  limitations  of  the  height  of  buildings  to  72  feet,  and,  no  doubt 
principally,  to  the  temperament  of  the  people.  All  real  (immovable) 
property  m  Berlin  is  required  by  law  to  be  insured  in  the  so-called 
Municipal  Fire  Society  (stadtis'che  Feuersozietat) .  The  report  of 
this  institution  for  a  recent  fiscal  year  announced  fire  losses  in  the 
course  of  the  year  amounting  to  $260,529  on  policies  aggregating 
$1,314,367,233,  or  $0.20  of  indemnity  paid  for  each  $1,000  of  in- 
surance.   The  average  for  the  decade  1902-1911  was  $0.21. 
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azBicAir  laoH  afd  steel  ihdttstky. 

(Weekir  report  of  American  JUfoclatloii  of  Commerce  and  Trade.  Berlin,  Aog.  14.1 

A  revival  in  the  production  of  steel  in  Germany  is  to  be  noted, 
the  total  for  June,  1915,  standing  at  1,080,780  metric  tons.  With 
the  exception  of  March,  this  is  the  largest  output  since  the  be- 
ginning of  hostilities,  although  it  was  nearly  equaled  in  both  April 
and  May.  The  figures  of  the  past  year's  production  of  steel,  in  tons 
of  2,204.6  pounds,  are:  July,  1914,  1,627,345;  August,  566,822;  Sep- 
tember, 663,223;  October,  900,201;  November,  900,026;  December, 
941,964;  January,  1915, 902.736;  February,  904,191;  March,  1,098,273; 
April,  1,012,334;  May,  1,014,107;  and,  as  stated,  in  June,  1,080,786. 

The  pig-iron  output  in  June  reached  993,490  metric  tons;  in  May, 
985,968  tons;  in  April,  938,679  tons;  in  March,  938,438  tons.  The 
quantities  of  the  various  grades  of  pig  iron  produced  in  these  four 
months  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Fig  iron. 


Fotnidiy . . . 
BeaMiMr... 
Thomas.... 
Bpie^eleiaaa 
Puddle 


Jane.        Hay.        ApriL      Iftrcti. 


Tom. 
203, 8« 

lg,<S7 
«I2,«M 
X»,61l 

21,4S0 


Tont. 
21 9,  (MO 
16,9t5 

a00,7S2 
121,  »M 
27,253 


TVmw. 

U,42S 

964,381 

34,361 


180,  no 

12,  SB 
SM,17» 
135,7a 

36,  OSS 


In  July,  1914,  Germany's  production  of  pig  iron  totaled  1,564,345 
tons;  in  August,  586,661  tons;  September,  580,087  tons;  October, 
729,841  tons;  November,  788,956  tons;  December,  854,186  tons;  Janu- 
ary, 1915,  874,133  tons;  and  in  February,  803,623  tons. 


THE  GEBMAS  HABSWABE  SITTJATION. 

[Weekly  report  of  American  Association  of  Commerce  and  Trade,  Berlin,  Ang.  14.] 

Investigation  reveals  a  varying  degree  of  activity  in  the  different 
branches  of  the  hardware  industry.  A  Westphalian  manufacturer 
of  builders'  specialties  reports  that  his  output  at  present  is  but  half 
his  peace  production,  the  falling  off  being  attributed  to  high  prices 
and  stagnation  in  the  building  trade.  Decreased  activity  in  the  build- 
ing trade  also  reacts  on  works  producing  locks,  and  the  increased 
cost  of  raw  materials  has  caused  a  rise  of  5  to  10  per  cent  in  the  fin- 
ished product.  The  demand  for  rivets  and  screws  is  limited,  but 
the  factories  are  in  position  to  keep  their  working  forces  together. 

Extraordinary  activity  is  reported  from  estabbshments  furnishing 
to  the  army ;  day  and  night  shifts  are  the  rule,  and  by  turning  over 

f>art  of  the  orders  to  other  factories  less  busy  the  condition  of  the 
ntter  is  improving.  Activity  in  the  tool  tracles  is  satisfactory,  and 
although  general  consumption  has  declined,  trade  in  axes,  hatchets, 
hammers,  tiles,  and  similar  tools  is  brisk.  Prices  have  been  adjusted 
in  accordance  with  manufacturing  costs.  Factories  producing  ac- 
cessories for  bicycles  and  automobiles  are  well  employed,  and  the 
same  is  true  of  makers  of  springs  and  axles  for  vehicles.  The 
harvesting  of  the  crops  is  reflected  in  a  good  trade  in  scythes,  and 
large  orders  have  been  received  for  shovels,  spades,,  and  picks. 

Concerns  of  the  other  metal  trades  arc  extremely  busy  and  obtain 
good  prices  on  orders  for  military  supplies. 
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AMEMCAH  COAL  IN  THE  CAJTABIES. 

tConsDl    George  K.  StUes,  TeDerillc,  Canary  Islands,  Joly  27.] 

The  war  has  thrown  open  to  American  producers  of  the  finer 

Eades  of  bunker  coal  two  of  the  great  coaling  stations  of  the  At- 
itic — Tenneriffe  and  Las  Palmas,  Canary  Islands.  Coal  to  the 
value  of  $5,475,000  was  supplied  by  the  Canary  Islands  to  ocean 
trafiSc  during  1914,  and,  despite  the  reduction  in  the  world's  com- 
mercial tonnage,  the  present  year  is  reported  by  coal  dealers  here  to 
have  shown  little  falling  off. 

Before  the  war  American  coal  exporters  found  it  impracticable  to 
make  any  entry  into  this  trade.  Only  during  the  existence  of  serious 
coal  strikes  in  England  have  cargoes  of  American  coal  been  brought 
here  from  time  to  time  to  supply  the  temporary  lack  of  Britwh- 
produced  coal. 
Exeeptlonal  Opportunity  TUs  Year — Vnnsval  Efforts  Kequired. 

This  year  the  increasing  difficulty  in  securing  Cardiff  and  Durham 
coal  has  enabled  enterprising  American  export  houses  to  send  here  a 
number  of  cargoes  of  high-class  steam  coal.  This  coal  is  reported  to 
have  given  perfect  satisfaction,  but  thus  far  the  big  buyer  still  per- 
sists in  the  attitude  of  considering  American  coal  as  available  in  the 
Canaries  only  for  emergency  use.  It  will  be  necessary,  then,  for 
American  producers  to  make  unusual  efforts  to  secure  a  permanent 
hold  on  this  trade. 

Full  practical  details  of  a  minute  character  are  essential  for  an 
intelligent  effort,  but  it  is  equally  necessary  that  American  coal  ex- 
porters should  primarily  imderstand  that  the  English  mine  owners 
are  financially  interested  in  the  local  firms.  Usually  dealers  here  are 
mere  departments  of  London  firms,  with  coaling  branches  in  many 
parts  of  the  world.  These  London  firms  are  either  mine  owners,  or 
closely  affiliated  with  such  enterprises. 

It  may  prove  necessary,  therefore,  to  secure  direct  representation 
of  American  firms  in  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas  before  American  coal 
will  be  given  a  fair  chance  to  show  its  superiority  at  the  same  prices 
asked  for  British  coal. 

Possibilities  at  La  Falma. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  suggested  that  for  American  firms  intent  on 
securing  a  permanent  market  the  port  of  Santa  Cruz  de  La  Palma 
should  offer  the  best  opening.  This  island  lies  to  the  west  and  more 
in  a  direct  line  with  the  current  of  ocean  traffic  that  stops  at  Canary 
ports  exclusively  for  coaling  and  watering  purposes. 

Water  is  decidedly  cheaper  in  La  Palma  and  port  charges  are 
smaller.  There  is  practically  no  competition,  as  the  present  estab- 
lishments are  concentrated  in  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas.  American 
firms  might  find  there  an  ideal  base  for  securing  a  permanent  foot- 
hold. Such  an  attempt  would  require  strong  financial  backing,  deal- 
ing with  the  problem  in  a  manner  that  shall  be  direct  and  designed  to 
achieve  permanent  results,  after  careful  study  of  the  possibilities  by 
experts  on  the  ground. 
Prices  Have  Nearly  Doubled — American  Coal  Keans  SaTlng  for  Importers. 

Even  without  such  thoroughgoing  methods  there  now  exists  the 
opportunity  to  export  American  bunker  coal  here.    The  contract 
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price  of  coal  at  this  time  last  year  was  $7.50  per  ton  for  the  high- 
class  Cardiff  article.  This  coal  is  now  bringing  $14.50,  and  dealers 
admit  that  the  prospects  are  rather  for  an  increase  than  a  decrease  in 
prices. 

lender  such  circumstances  American  bunker  coal  can  be  laid  down 
in  Canary  Island  ports  at  an  undoubted  advantage  over  the  Welsh 
article.  As  a  re.«ult,  approximately  50.000  tons  of  this  coal  were  im- 
ported during  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  at  a  saving  (so  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  manager  of  the  company  importing  the  most  of  it)  of 
about  $1  per  ton  as  compared  with  the  British  product. 

This  represents  approximately  20  per  cent  of  the  coal  imports  into 
the  Canaries  for  the  first  half  of  1915.  As  against  an  importation 
of  absolutely  no  American  coal  in  1914,  it  shows  strikingly  what  a 
consL'-tent  and  comprehensive  effort  could  bring  forth  for  the  export- 
ers of  the  United  States. 

Details  ot  Conditlens,  Kethods,  and  Tenu. 

The  following  practical  details  of  port  conditions,  methods  of 
transferring  cargoes,  port  charges,  customary  credit  terms,  etc.,  will 
enable  exporters  to  figure  on  the  best  methods  to  employ  in  going 
after  this  traffic. 

The  coal  tonnage  imported  into  Teneriffe  during  1914,  according 
to  combined  estimates  of  the  larger  dealers,  was  229,000  Ions  tons; 
that  of  Las  Palmas  was  somewhat  larger,  being  estimated  at  271,000 
long  tons. 

Both  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas  are  deep-water  ptorts,  the  depth  in 
Teneriffe  Harbor  ranging  from  20  fathoms  up,  while  at  Las  Palmas 
the  depth  is  far  greater  than  is  necessary  for  the  largest  steamers 
known. 

Cargoes  range  from  2,000  to  7,000  tons,  and  other  than  full  cargoes 
are  rarely  received  here,  except  a  few  shipments  of  gas  coal  for  the 
use  of  the  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas  gas  companies,  which  buy  occa- 
sional small  lots.  Anthracite  is  also  occasionally  purchased,  but  the 
trade  is  comparatively  unimportant,  being  estimated  at  less  than 
5  per  cent  of  the  entire  traffic.  Coke  is  practically  never  imported 
into  this  market. 

The  usual  manner  of  unloading  coal  cargoes  is  to  have  the  coal 
shoveled  into  sacks  weighing  about  200  pounds  each.  These  are 
transferred  to  lighters  by  the  derricks  of  the  collier  at  the  rate  of 
five  sacks  to  each  shift  or  the  derrick,  or  approximately  one-half  ton 
to  each  movement  of  the  crane.  The  ordinary  rate  or  unloading  is 
250  tons  per  day,  but  as  high  as  600  tons  per  day  have  been  unloaded. 
This  could  be  doubled  by  night  shifts  if  exporters  desire  to  econo- 
mize the  time  of  the  collier's  charter. 

All  coal  in  Teneriffe  and  Las  Palmas  is  unloaded  into  lighters, 
and  exporters  should  base  their  prices  on  contracts  requiring  them 
merely  to  deliver  their  cargoes  into  lighters.  The  local  dealers  all 
maintain  large  forces  of  men  to  unload  and  handle  the  coal  they  pur- 
chase, and  a  section  of  the  port  is  occupied  by  scores  of  lighters  for 
this  service. 

The  storage  depots  on  shore  at  Teneriffe  approximate  between 
60,000  and  70,000  tons,  and  practically  the  same  is  possessed  by  the 
ooalinff  firms  at  I.ias  Palmas. 
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Foreign  or  American  colliers  are  used  indifferently  in  the  trade, 
but  the  lack  of  this  class  of  vessels  flying  the  American  flag  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  only  one  such  has  visited  the  Canary  Islands  during 
the  first  half  of  1915. 

Treight  Charges  High. 

Freight  charges  for  collier  service  from  England  before  the  war 
were  about  10s.  ($2.43)  per  ton,  but  have  now  more  than  doubled. 
As  high  as  28s.  ($6.86)  per  ton  was  paid  between  Cardiff  and  Las 
Palmas  early  this  year,  but  offers  at  20s.  ($4.89)  were  reported  last 
month. 

Local  prices  on  the  open  market  were  quoted  at  $14  early  in  June, 
and  by  the  middle  of  July  had  risen  to  $14.50.  These  prices  are 
c.  i.  f .  at  the  Canary  Islands. 

The  larger  houses  here  are,  as  previously  indicated,  actually  branch 
houses  of  London  firms  and  know  little  of  the  credit  terms  obtained 
by  their  buying  representatives,  who  should  be  addressed  in  the 
central  offices  in  England.  No  American  firm  has  any  branch  office 
(so  far  as  can  be  learned)  in  either  Teneriffe  or  Las  Palmas,  but  one 
special  brand  of  well-known  American  steam  coal  is  said  to  be  repre- 
sented in  Las  Palmas  by  a  British  firm,  which  has  imported  much  of 
the  American  coal  bought  during  the  present  year. 

[A  list  of  coal  denlerg  In  the  Canary  Islands,  together  with  their  central  pur- 
chasing houses  In  ISngland,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  65547.] 

CAKASIAir  HABEEI  POB  DOLLS  AND  TOYS. 

[Consul  O.  Oaylord  Marsh,  detailed  as  yice  consul  at  Ottawa,  dated  Aug.  27.1 

During  the  12  months  ended  March  31,  1915,  imports  of  dolls  and 
toys  into  Canada  amounted  to  $657,263,  as  compared  with  $1,037,155 
during  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  This  decrease  may  b^  attributed 
to  three  causes :  A  general  curtailment  of  expenditures  for  luxuries, 
the  interruption  or  stoppage  of  imports  from  certain  sources,  and 
increased  home  production.  Of  the  imports  for  the  last  fiscal  year, 
$285,910  worth  came  from  the  United  States,  $247,044  from  Ger- 
many, $71,350  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  $13,713  from  France. 

The  Canadian  manufacturers  of  toys,  particularly  of  dolls,  are 
feeling  considerable  stimulus  as  a  result  of  conditions  brought  about 
by  the  war,  but  local  toy  dealers  are  finding  it  necessanr  to  look  to 
the  United  States  and  Japan  for  many  kinds  of  toys  formerly  ob- 
tained from  European  sources.  The  Japanese  products  finding  a 
market  in  this  consular  district  are  mostly  of  the  mechanical  type. 
Canadian-made  dolls  are  sold  at  a  lower  price  than  those  from  the 
United  States,  but  are,  comparatively,  of  inferior  quality,  the  cloth, 
stitching,  and  joints  being  somewhat  crude.  Local  dealers  express 
some  doubt  concerning  their  ability  to  supply  fully  the  demands 
for  toys  during  the  coming  season. 

This  seems  an  opportune  time  to  make  an  earnest  effort  to  extend 
this  branch  of  American  trade  in  Canada. 

[A  list  of  toy  manufacturers  In  Canada  and  of  toy  dealers  In  Ottawa  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  05272.  A  previous  report  on  the  Canadian  market  for 
toys  and  dolls,  by  Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  was  published  in  Commebck  Rb- 
FOBTS  for  Apr.  21, 1915.] 
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JAFAHESE  TSAHS-FACniC  SUlPPDrO. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Timea  of  Aug.  10,  by  CodkoI  General  George  H.  Scidmore,  Tokohama.] 

Shipping  circles  are  as  busy  as  ever,  with  a  number  of  problems  to 
solve,  while  the  prosperity  which  marked  the  first  months  of  the  year 
is  still  maintained  in  spite  of  the  hot  season,  when  usually  the  market 
sinks  down  into  dullness. 

It  is  an  interesting  bit  of  news  to  be  reported  in  contrast  to  the 
secession  of  the  Pacific  Mail  from  the  Trans-Pacific  Line  that  the 
Dutch  Asiatic  Steam  Navigation  Co.  has  decided  to  start  a  regular 
service  between  San  Francisco  and  Vladivostok  via  China  and 
Japan.  It  is  a  monthly  service  with  ships  of  the  Indian  type. 
The  first  liner,  the  Indian,  will  leave  San  Francisco  in  the  course  of 
the  month. 

The  raising  of  freight  rates  by  the  Bussian  Volunteer  Fleet  and 
the  Osaka  Snosen  Kaisha  on  the  Tsuruga- Vladivostok  Line  has 
caused  indignation  among  shippers.  They  are  particularly  opposed 
to  the  company's  proposal  to  compute  rates  in  yen  rather  tiian  in 
rubles  as  at  present. 

A  formal  request  was  made  by  the  Associated  Cotton  Spinning 
Companies  to  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  as  representatives  of  the 
group  of  shipping  companies  engaged  in  transporting  Indian  cotton, 
to  suspend  the  projected  raising  of  rates  on  the  Bombay  line.  It  is 
now  reported  from  Osaka  that  the  request  has  been  rejected. 

On  the  Shanghai  line  an  improvement  is  reported  to  have  occurred 
lately  with  the  subsidence  of  the  l»oycott  movement  in  some  Provinces 
along  the  Yangtze,  not  on  accomit  of  the  prevalence  of  better  feel- 
ing toward  the  Japanese,  but  on  account  or  the  scarcity  of  necessary 
stw;ks  in  the  market.  The  Shanghai  liners  which  once  were  forced  to 
ply  almost  in  ballast  have  regained  the  old  standard  of  cargo.  Some- 
times they  have  to  call  in  the  aid  of  extra  ships. 

In  the  charter  market  the  activity  once  prevailing  is  now  on  the 
wane,  but  deals  in  old  ships  are  increasing  with  the  result  of  appre- 
ciating the  values  of  old  snips  to  an  astonishing  degree.  The  expla- 
nation is  obviously  that  the  building  of  new  bottoms  is  difficult. 
During  the  past  month  15  ships  chan^d  hands.  One  of  them,  which 
is  quite  an  old  vessel  with  a  tonnage  of  1,050,  fetched  110,500  yen 
($55,029).  Another  with  a  net  tonnage  of  1,932  tons  changed  hands 
at  150,000  yen  ($74,700).  Both  of  them  were  quoted  at  scarcely 
80,000  yen  ($39,840)  some  time  ago. 

The  Nippon  Tnsen  Kaisha  and  the  Panama  Bonte. 

The  Asahi  of  Osaka  learns  that  the  Nippon  Tusen  Kaisha 
steamers  the  Tsvshima  Maru,  Toycoka  Maru,  Tokuyama  Mont, 
Takata  Maru,  Toyohashi  Maru,  and  Toyama  Maru,  each  of  7,600 
tons,  now  temporarily  on  the  European  run,  which  on  the  return 
voyage  are  bound  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  to  take  on  board 
petroleum,  will  be  placed  permanently  on  the  New  York  run  by 
way  of  Panama.  The  steamers  will  ply  between  Manila,  Hongkong, 
Shanghai,  Kobe,  Yokohoma,  Panama,  New  Orleans,  and  New  York, 
and  when  necessary  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  will  also 
proceed  to  Vladivostok. 
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nrcBEAsnra  sexahi)  pos  fhosfeatxs  m  new  Zealand. 

{Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winilow,  Ancldand,  Aug.  2.] 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  phosphates  in  New  Zealand 
since  the  European  supphr  of  Thomas  phosphate  meal  has  been  cut 
off,  and  the  lack  of  a  sufficient  supply  for  this  season  is  expected  to 
materially  affect  crops  in  some  localities  where  substitutes  can  not 
be  supplied  for  the  time. 

A  strong  effort  is  being  made  to  develop  the  industry  in  this  coun- 
try, as  indicated  by  the  following  taken  from  the  New  Zealand 
Kferald,  a  leading  daily  of  this  city : 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  has  received  a  report  from  the  director  of  geological 
survey  regarding  the  search  for  minerni  phosphates  in  New  Zealand.  This,  up 
to  the  prewnt  has  been  rather  disappointing,  although  many  samples  have  been 
found  showing  a  small  percentage  of  phosphates.  The  Geological  Department 
is  continuing  its  efforts  to  find  a  cheap  source  of  this  very  valuable  fertilizer. 

In  connection  with  the  experiments  being  conducted  to  test  the  possibility  of 
grinding  rock  phosphate  and  limestone  by  electric  power  from  Lake  Coleridge, 
a  report  was  received  stating  that  inquiries  were  being  made  to  ascertain  what 
areas  within  reasonable  distance  of  T^ke  Coleridge  works  would  be  benefited 
by  Ume,  either  alone  or  with  the  addition  of  ground  phosphate  rock. 

Owing  to  the  present  high  price  of  basic  slag,  it  was  arranged  that  experi- 
ments should  be  carried  out  to  determine  the  most  effective  substitute  for  this 
popular  fertilizer.  The  method  to  be  adopted  in  carrying  out  these  trials  was 
discussed  with  the  Secretary  of  Agricnitnre,  and  endeavors  are  now  being  made 
to  obtain  suitable  areas  in  different  parts  of  the  Dominion  on  which  to  conduct 
these  important  experiments. 

The  development  of  this  industry  will  call  for  tools  and  machinery 
that  may  be  supplied  from  the  United  States.  The  demand  for 
phosphates  also  creates  an  opening  for  the  American  product. 

The  farmers  of  New  Zealand  are  well  advanced  along  many  lines 
and  thorough  work  is  done,  so  that  this  is  a  market  worth  culti- 
vating. The  imports  of  fertilizers  for  1913  amounted  to  $1,836,724, 
and  are  on  the  increase. 

[While  the  United  States  exports  annually  nearly  1,500,000  tons 
of  phosphate  rock,  the  value  of  which  approximates  $10,000,000,  none 
appears  to  have  gone  to  New  Zealand  or  Australia.  In  "  all  other 
fertilizers"  exports  to  Australasia  (all  to  New  Zealand)  during  the 
fiscal  year  1914  totaled  only  152  tons,  worth  $2,300.] 


GLASS  FACTOBY  PRGSPEBITT  DT  JAPAN. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Chronicle  of  Jnlr  6,  by  Consul  General  Georee  H.  Scidmore,  Toko- 
nama ;  see  also  Coumbbci  Bipobts  for  Feb.  17,  1916.], 

The  Japanese  glass  factories  are  among  the  beneficiaries  of  the 
war  and  the  trade  has  suffered  but  little  from  the  anti-Japanese 
boycott  in  China.  Since  the  devastation  of  Belgium  a  number  of 
glass-importing  nations  have  come  to  look  to  Japan  for  the  supply 
of  glass,  according  to  the  Mainichi  of  Osaka.  As  a  result  it  is  said 
there  are  large  orders  from  China,  India,  the  South  Seas,  Australia, 
and  Africa.  These  orders  remain  unfilled,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
ship  space  available  and  partly  to  the  shortage  of  goods.  There 
being  a  prospect  of  continued  prosperity  in  the  trade  the  Asahi 
Glass  Co.  has  decided  to  set  up  a  third  factory,  machinery  and 
plant  for  which  have  already  been  ordered  from  Ajnerica. 
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CHILD-WEIFABE  WOBE  IN  BBADFO&D. 

[Consul  Augustus  EL  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  July  SO.] 

The  Bradford  municipal  maternity  and  child-welfare  scheme  was 
further  advanced  recently  by  the  formal  opening  of  the  infants' 
department,  the  children's  clinic,  and  the  children's  special  hospital — 
the  antenatal  clinic  and  maternity  home  having  been  opened  last 
March.  The  infants'  department,  in  Morley  Street,  includes  the  in- 
fant consultations  and  hospital  and  milk  depot ;  the  children's  clinic 
in  Edmund  Street  has  two  branches  of  work — ^the  supervision  of  the 
children  from  a  year  old  until  school  age,  and  the  supervision  of 
young  people  from  the  school-leaving  age  up  to  the  age  of  16  when 
they  come  under  the  national  insurance  act;  and  the  children's  spe- 
cial hospital  in  Leeds  Road,  Bradford,  is  for  the  treatment  of  aU 
kinds  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  throat,  and  nose. 

At  the  proceedings  at  the  town  hall  on  the  occasion  of  the  formal 
inauguration  of  the  whole  scheme,  the  statement  was  made  that 
Bradford  was  a  pioneer  in  this  work  and  that  many  visitors  were 
expected  from  all  over  the  country  to  inspect  what  was  being  done. 

[A  copy  of  a  booklet  that  briefly  describes  the  aims  of  the  Brad- 
ford maternity  and  child-welfare  scheme  and  contains  views  of  the 
various  buildings  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices-  Eefer  to 
file  No.  65124.] 

Besidentlal  School  for  Bllad  Children. 

Another  interesting  item  is  the  recent  opening  by  the  Bradford 
education  committee  of  a  residential  school  for  blind  children  at 
Odsal.  This  school,  which  will  accommodate  40  children,  has  been 
established  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $40,000.  In  addition  to  class- 
rooms, dining  hall,  library,  and  rooms  for  the  teaching  and  domestic 
staff,  there  is  a  manual  instruction  room  and  a  gymnasium.  One  of 
the  finest  features  of  the  school  is  said  to  be  its  beautiful  setting  in 
extensive  grounds. 

This  school  completes  a  well-rounded  scheme  whereby  the  children, 
when  at  the  age  of  16  they  have  finished  their  school  course,  will  be 
drafted  into  the  Bradford  Royal  Institute  for  the  Blind  and  there 
trained  in  useful  pursuits  until  they  reach  the  age  of  21,  from  which 
time  they  will  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  institution  and 
assisted  to  earn  money  for  themselves. 

CONVICT  LABOB  IN  ITALY. 

[Consul  John  H.  Grout,  Milan,  Aug.  11.] 

Of  the  21  prisons  within  the  Alilan  consular  district  only  one,  lo- 
cated at  Bergamo,  is  used  for  manufacturing  purposes.  This  prison 
is  the  only  one  in  the  district  in  which  prisoners  are  detained  after 
conviction  of  offenses;  the  others  are  simply  used  for  temporary 
detention  while  awaiting  trial. 

The  prison  at  Bergamo  is  fitted  up  for  the  manufacture  of  shoes, 
no  other  articles  being  turned  out.  Here  some  200  convicts  are  em- 
ployed under  the  supervision  of  private  contractors^  who  dispose  of 
their  finished  goods  within  the  country,  no  exportations  being  made. 
Statistics  at  hand  fail  to  show  the  value  of  the  output  at  tms  par- 
ticular prison. 
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HATTTICAL  UrSTBTJMEirTS  AT  HONGEOITO. 

[Congnl  General  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  CUna,  July  23.1 

The  chances  of  building  up  a  trade  in  American  nautical  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  in  Hongkong  are  problematical.  The  sale  of 
such  goods  here  is  considerable,  but  the  trade  for  many  years  has 
been  almost  altogether  British;  and  inasmuch  as  all  shipbuilders 
and  most  of  the  seafaring  people  coming  into  the  port  are  either 
Britons  or  trained  in  the  use  of  British  instruments  the  tendency  of 
the  trade  to  be  British  indefinitely  is  quite  strong. 

There  are  two  distinct  lines  of  trade  in  such  instruments  in  the 
port.  One  is  in  hi^h-class  instruments  for  the  use  of  passenger 
ships  and  the  other  is  in  more  ordinary  goods  for  the  use  of  small 
Chinese-owned  freight  craft.  The  high-grade  goods  are  exclusively 
English  of  recognized  makes  (<;hiefly  Kelvin)  and  are  handled 
almost  entirely  by  one  English  and  one  German  firm  (the  latter  is 
now  in  liquidation).  Other  instruments  are  handled  to  a  varying 
extent  by  Chinese  compradors  and  ship  chandlers,  especially  such 
instruments  as  ships'  logs,  deep-sea  sounding  machines,  and  the  like. 
The  compasses  on  sale  are  mostly  liquid  for  the  high-pude  trade, 
a  fair  number  of  dry  compasses  being  sold  for  the  use  of  the  second- 
class  Chinese  trade. 

(The  names  of  the  two  firms  above  referred  to  and  of  other  dealers  In 
nautical  Instruments  at  Hongkong,  likewise  the  addresses  of  five  shlpbnildera 
.there,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  (Commerce 
or  its  branch  offices.    Befer  to  file  No.  65255.] 


TONNAGE  OF  AMEBICAN  MEBCHANT  SHXPFING. 

The  total  merchant  shipping  of  the  United  States  employed  in  the 
foreign  or  the  coastwise  (domestic)  trade  on  June  30,  1915,  was 
26,577  vessels  of  8,319,486  gross  tons,  an  increase  of  390,7,98  gross 
tons  during  the  year,  but  a  decrease  of  366  in  the  number  oif  vessels, 
owing  to  the  larger  size  of  modern  ships.  The  total  merchant  ton- 
nage of  the  United  States  is  exceeded  only  by  the  merchant  shipping 
under  the  British  flag,  approximately  21,275,000  tons,  and  is  greater 
than  the  merchant  tonnage  under  the  Norwegian,  French,  Italian, 
and  Dutch  flags  combined. 

The  increase  is  almost  wholly  confined  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  where 
American  merchant  shipping  on  June  30  was  4,240,835  gross  tons, 
an  increase  of  437,481  tons.  Great  Lakes  shipping  was  2,882,922  tons, 
a  decrease  of  64,935  tons,  and  Pacific  coast  snipping  1,122,317  tons, 
an  increase  of  21,341  tons.   River  tonnage  shows  a  decrease. 

[Articles  concerning  the  tonnage  of  the  American  merchant  marine,  and  addi- 
tions thereto,  were  published  In  Ck>MMEBCK  Repobtb  for  July  2  and  August  81, 
1915.]  

AMEEICAN  HAT  HACHINEBY  IN  VENEZUELA. 

[Consul  G.  E.  Donald,  MaracallH),  Ang.  20.] 

A  small  factory  for  making  straw  hats  has  been  started  here. 
Its  four  machines,  two  of  which  are  run  with  electric  power,  are 
from  the  United  States. 

[The  name  of  the  owner  of  the  factory  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of 
'Foreign  and  Domestic  C!ommerce;  refer  to  file  65516.] 
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FOBEIOH  lABIFFS. 

[Congnl  Carl  R.  Loop,  Aug.  17,  1915.1 

Temporary  Surtax  on  Import*. 

A  recent  Bermuda  act,  which  is  to  remain  in  effect  only  until  Decem- 
ber 31,  1915,  provides  for  a  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  all 
articles  imported  into  Bermuda.  The  impost  is  levied  in  order  to 
provide  additional  revenue  for  continuing  the  dredging  operations 
in  progress  in  the  colony. 

COSTA  BICA. 

[Consul  Samnel  T.  Lee,  San  Jos^  Ang.  8,  1915.] 

Additional  dtarget  on  Imports. 

In  addition  to  the  customs  duties  levied  on  articles  imported  into 
Costa  Kica,  there  are  certain  minor  charges  which,  while  not  so  heavy 
as  those  imposed  in  Honduras  and  certain  other  countries  of  Latin 
America,  nevertheless  result  in  considerably  increasing  the  cost  of 
foreign  products  to  the  importer.  Practically  all  articles,  free  as  well 
as  dutiaole,  are  subject  to  the  wharfage  tax  of  0.50  colon  per  100 
kilos,  gross  weight,  and  on  all  products  not  destined  for  consumption 
in  the  maritime  Provinces  of  Limon,  Puntarenas,  or  Guanacaste  is 
imposed  a  so-called  interior  tax  of  2  per  cent  of  the  import  duty  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  customhouse  at  San  Jos4.  Products  in- 
tended for  consumption  in  the  Province  of  Limon  are  subject  to  a 
surtax  of  5  per  cent  of  the  import  duty,  the  revenue  thus  obtained 
being  applied  to  the  support  of  the  Government  hospital  at  Port 
Limon.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  a  "  consular  tax  "  of  2  per  cent 
of  the  import  duty,  as  well  as  a  "  theater  tax  "  amounting  to  1  colon 

?ier  100  kilos,  gross  weight,  is  imposed  on  a  limited  number  of  articles 
or  whatever  destination  intended,  including  the  following:  Lard, 
butter,  condensed  milk,  rice,  salt,  leather  footwear,  silk  and  woolen 
footwear,  wooden  furniture  of  various  kinds,  colored  paper  for  print- 
ing, tallow  for  soap,  brooms  and  brushes  and  handles  therefor,  and 
caustic  soda.  Imported  tobacco  products  are  subject  to  a  special 
stamp  tax,  as  reported  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  page  50. 
[Colon,  $0,465;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds.] 

HOBOCCO. 
[Consul  General  Maxwell  Blake,  Aug.  14,  1915.] 
Temporary  BednctioB  on  Agricnltnral  Xachinery. 

An  order  promulgated  August  2,  1915,  temporarily  exempts  from 
the  duty  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  the  following  agricultural  ma- 
chines and  tools  upon  importation  into  the  territory  included  in  the 
French  Protectorate  of  Morocco:  Thrashing  machines,  reapers, 
plows,  harrows,  seed  drills,  manure  distributors,  and  motors  for  agri- 
cultural machinery  when  not  imported  separately.  All  of  the  fore- 
going articles  are  still  subject  to  the  surtax  of  2^  per  cent  ad  valorem 
imposed  on  all  products,  except  fertilizers,  imported  into  Morocco. 
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HETHKBT.AiroS. 

Soeuments  Issued  by  Over-Sea  Trust 

The  American  Ambassador  at  The  Hague  has  transmitted  copies 
(most  of  them  published  in  Dutch)  of  all  the  publications  thus  far 
issued  by  the  Netherlands  Over-Sea  Trust.  The  documents,  which 
include  the  act  of  incorporation,  articles  of  association,  forms  of  con- 
signment, bank  guarantees  and  contracts,  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be  loaned  to  those 
interested  upon  application. 


ELECTRIC  COMPANIES  IN  JAPAN. 

(Bixtract  from  Japan  Times  of  July  1,  by  Consul  General  George  n.  Scldmore,  Tokohama.] 

According  to  the  monthly  report  just  published  by  the  electricity 
bureau  in  the  Communications  Department  at  Tokyo  electric  enter- 
prises in  Japan  at  the  end  of  May  numbered  615,  the  combined  capi- 
tal amounting  to  $303,410,786  United  States  currency.  In  compari- 
son with  the  end  of  1914  there  is  an  increase  of  14  in  the-  number  of 
enterprises  and  $641,475  in  their  combined  capital. 

Power  suppliers  make  up  the  largest  number  of  these,  being  524  in 
all  with  a  combined  capital  of  $154,793,112,  while  tram  companies 
number  only  44,  though  their  combined  capital  is  $25,520,010.  Others 
number  47  with  a  combined  capital  of  $123,147,463.  The  total 
volume  of  power  generated  by  them  is  estimated  at  727,783  kilo- 
watts, being  an  increase  of  7,551  kilowatts  over  that  at  the  end  of 
last  year. 

During  May  four  companies  were  promoted  in  Hokkaido,  Niigata, 
Nagano,  and  Ishikawa  I*refectures  with  the  object  of  carrying  on 
lighting  operations.  The  capital  called  into  use  for  the  promotion  of 
these  companies  is  estimated  at  $62,897,  and  total  power  generated  at 
267  kilowatts. 

BIO  PBOFITS  OF  BRITISH  DTE  WOBJCS. 

[London  press  dispatch  ot  Sept.  7.] 

While  the  lack  of  imported  chemical  dyes  is  having  disastrous 
effects  on  the  cloth  manufacturers,  as  indicated  by  the  report  of  the 
calico  printers,  dye  workers  and  chemical  houses  are  making  enor- 
mous profits  on  the  increased  demand  for  domestic  products  result- 
ing from  absence  of  German  supply.  The  report  of  the  Yorkshire 
Dye  &  Chemical  Co.  shows  this  condition  clearly. 

The  profits  of  this  company  have  increased  from  £9,000  ($43,798) 
a  jrear  ago  to  £38,000  ($184,927),  which  is  equal  to  50  per  cent  of  the 
paid-up  capital.  A  20  per  cent  dividend  has  been  declared,  £15,000 
($72,997)  being  kept  in  reserve.  The  dividends  for  the  eight  years 
ended  June,  1914,  only  averaged  about  2J  per  cent.  Earnings  of 
other  companies  have  been  similarly  increased  by  war  demand. 

The  lack  of  dyes  continues  to  grow  more  serious  and  producers 
dependent  upon  them  are  handicapped  heavily.  The  rise  in  prices 
of  other  raw  materials  needed  in  cloth  manufacture  has  made  the 
situation  more  acute.  Silk  at  wholesale  is  38  per  cent  higher  on  yam 
dyes  and  20  per  cent  on  piece  dyes  and  prices  are  rising. 
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BBAZniAJT  PIASSAVA. 

[Congnl  Bobert  Frazer.  Jr.,  Bahbu] 

Among  the  forest  resources  of  Brazil  one  of  considerable  value  and 
importance  is  the  fiber  "  piassava,"  a  product  of  certain  palm  trees, 
which  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  brooms,  brushes,  ropes,  baskets, 
and  hats.  The  trees  also  produce  a  very  hard  nut,  called  in  Por- 
tuguese "coquilho"  (coquilla),  from  which  excellent  buttons  are 
manufactured.  The  leaves  are  employed  for  making  fans  and,  in 
the  countiT  districts,  for  roofing  adobe  houses. 

For  making  brooms  and  brushes,  especially,  no  other  material  is 
more  extensively  employed  in  Brazil,  and  large  quantities  are  re- 
quired annually  for  domestic  consumption  as  well  as  for  exporta- 
tion to  Europe. 

Exports  by  Conntries  of  Sestliiatiott. 

In  1912  exports  from  all  Brazil,  stated  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6 
pounds,  with  values  converted  to  United  States  gold,  were : 


Exported  to— 

Ton*. 

OfflcU 
yttaa. 

Oreat  Britain 

1,007.8 

838.8 

196.3 

38.3 

8.4 

t.3 

«I45,11« 
48,497 
38,530 

3,  an 

837 

Portiieaf .4.^14  ,. 

France 

Total 

1,<81.5 

237, 9M 

All  but  12.3  tons  was  shipped  from  the  port  of  Bahia.  Some  small 
shipments  have  also  been  made  lately  to  the  United  States.  In  1914 
only  55  pounds  were  sent,  but  in  the  first  five  months  of  the  current 
year  12,6  tons,  valued  at  $2,543,  or  between  9  and  10  cents  per  pound 
f.  o.  b.  Bahia,  have  gone  thither.  It  is  said  that  the  United  States 
does  not  buy  more  because  of  competition  from  a  variety  of  the  same 
fiber  grown  in  Africa. 

Sescriptioa  and  Distribution  of  tbe  Palm. 

Piassava  is  gathered  from  two  species  of  palms  scientifically  classi- 
fied as  Attalea  furdfera  (Mart)  and  Leopoldinia  piassc^a  (Wall). 
The  Leopoldinia  yields  fiber  in  greater  abimdance,  but  its  stand,  so 
far  as  is  known,  is  much  more  limited  than  that  of  the  Attalea. 

Of  the  two  varieties,  the  piassava  of  the  Leopoldinia  palm  is 
the  more  delicate  as  to  strengtn  and  finer  in  texture,  but  harder  and 
very  resilient,  which  accounts  for  its  more  common  use  in  the  manu- 
facture of  clothes  brushes,  horse  brushes,  to  some  extent  flesh  brushes, 
and  for  cords  and  ropes,  especially  for  nautical  purposes,  where 
strength  combined  with  small  size  and  marked  resistance  to  the  action 
of  sea  water  is  desired.  This  variety  is  most  abundant  in  the 
Amazon  region,  in  the  tributary  valleys  of  the  Negro  and  Padouiry 
Rivers,  but  it  is  also  plentiful  in  northern  Bahia,  where,  however,  it  is 
confined  to  the  River  Preto  and  other  small  feeders  of  the  Sao 
Francisco.    Though  not  gathered  in   quantities  like  the  Bahian 

f)iassava  (the  common  name  for  the  Attalea  variety) ,  tiie  last-named 
ocation  is  the  region  of  its  most  extensive  exploitation. 
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The  Attalea  palm  is  plentiful  over  large  areas  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  State  of  Bahia,  and  exists  in  northern  Espiritu  Santo  and  to 
some  extent  in  upper  Bahia  and  Alagoas. 

Oatherins  and  Preparing  the  Fiber. 

Piassava  is  gathered  when  ripe  by,  drawing  the  fibers  out  from 
folds  wound  spirally  around  the  tree  at  the  base  of  the  leaves,  which 
seem  to  grow  as  a  protection  to  the  palm.  It  is  extracted  by  unwind- 
ing and  drawing  out,  the  bunches  obtained  measuring  8  to  15  feet  in 
length.  The  palms  are  extremely  prolific  in  their  fiber  production,  as 
from  both  varieties  piassava  can  be  gathered  twice  annually,  a  single 
tree  yielding  4  to  7  pounds  at  each  drawing.  The  yield  can  be  in- 
creased 30  to  40  per  cent  by  chopping  down  the  tree  and  stripping  it 
of  all  fiber,  and  unfortunately  this  wasteful  method  is  so  common  that 
unless  legislative  action  is  soon  taken  the  extinction  of  the  piassava 
palms  in  the  central-forest  zone  is  merely  a  matter  of  time. 

After  gathering  the  fiber  is  allowed  to  dry  for  a  time  under  cover, 
when  the  fibers  are  drawn  singly  from  the  tangled  bunches  and 
assorted  as  to  length  and  grade.  The  darker-colored  fibers  (of  a 
dark-brown  shade)  are  the  more  valuable,  as  are  the  thicker  and 
longer  strands.  The  thick  fibers  are  used  for  brooms  and  rough 
brushes  and  the  long  ones  for  ropes  and  cords.    The  product  is  pre- 

f>ared  for  market  in  slieaves  weighing  90  to  110  pounds,  and  sells 
ocally  for  300  to  500  reis  per  kilo,  or  approximately  4  to  6  cents  per 
pound. 

[An  interesting  article  on  the  growth  and  general  use  of  piassava  fiber  in 
Brazil,  written  by  Consul  Pierre  Paul  Deiners,  of  Bahia,  appeared  in  Daily 
Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Apr.  7,  1909.] 


A  HONOITTLir  COAL  DEAL. 

[Consul  General  Oeorge  H.  Scidmore,  Yokobama,  Japan,  July  6,'  1010.] 

A  big  deal  is  reported  by  the  Japan  Mail  between  the  Hokkaido 
Tanko  Kisen  Kaisha  and  the  Interisland  S.  N.  Co.  at  Honolulu  for 
the  supply  of  130,000  tons  of  Yubari  coal.  The  first  shipment  has 
just  been  made.  This  is  the  first  big  export  of  Japanese  coal  to 
Hawaii,  which  has  heretofore  bought  Australian  coal. 

The  Japan  Chronicle  of  July  30  states  that  Japanese  collieries 
have  curtailed  their  output  by  over  20  per  cent  this  year  as  com- 
pared with  last.  In  spite  of  this  stocks  are  increasing.  According 
to  the  latest  investigations  quoted  by  the  Mainichi  of  Osaka,  stocks 
of  the  collieries  amount  to  546,000  tons,  and  those  on  the  Moji  and 
Wakamatsu  markets  to  738,000  tons,  totaling  1,284,000  tons.  When 
small  stocks  in  other  parts  of  the  country  are  taken  into  account,  the 
grand  total  will  exceed  the  unprecedented  figure  of  1,300,000  tons. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Koom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Eibernia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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FOSEIOH  TBADE  OPPORTTTHITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  or  ita  'bramrh 

oaices.] 

Aluminum,  oilt,  cotton,  etc^  No.  18263. — A  bnslness  man  in  Sweden  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  be  placed  in  conunnnlcation 
with  producers  of  alomlnnm  In  sheets  and  pigs,  cotton,  labricating  oils, 
resins,  cotton  waste,  and  saltpeter. 

Totcelling,  No.  18264. — A  manufacturers'  agent  in  Canada  has  requested  an 
American  consular  officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American 
exporters  of  linen  towelling  15,  16,  17,  18,  and  20  Incbes  wide.  In  pieces  of 
abont  50  yards,  suitable  for  rollers.  Prices  should  specify  extra  charge 
made  for  red  border  and  three  stamped  letters. 

Sanitary  and  plumbing  supplies,  hardware,  etc.,  No>  18265. — ^The  commercial 
attach^  of  the  Departm^t  of  Commerce  in  Russia  reports  the  name  of 
a  business  man  in  that  country  who  is  Interested  in  sanitary  and  plambing 
supplies,  stoves,  ranges,  hardware,  etc.    He  desires  to  secure  agoides. 

Qrains,  food  products,  etc..  No.  18266. — ^A  commission  merchant  in  Cuba  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American 
exporters  of  com,  oats,  barley,  hay,  beans  and  peas  of  all  kinds,  potatoes, 
olive  oil,  cottonseed  oil,  and  rice. 

Artificial  liml>».  No.  18267. — ^A  business  man  in  England  informs  aji  American 
consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  artificial  limbs. 

Spirits,  No.  18268. — A  commercial  organization  informs  the  commercial  attacbi> 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in  Russia  that  it  would  like  to  receive  the 
names  and  addresses  of  American  importers  of  spirits,  TOdka,  etc. 

Hosiery,  underwear,  watehc*  and  clocks,  etc..  No.  18269. — A  wholesale  and  re- 
tail firm  in  Africa  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to 
receive  catalogues  and  full  information  relative  to  hosiery,  piece  goods  of 
all  kinds,  steel  and  leather  trunks,  underwear,  and  watches  and  clocks  of 
the  cheaper  grades.    Corresp>ondence  may  be  in  Elngllsh. 

Iron  sheets.  No.  18270. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands  writes 
that  an  agent  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufocturera 
and  exporters  of  galvanized  corrugated  iron  sheets.  . 

Drugs  and  citemicals.  No.  18271. — A  druggist  in  Siberia  Informs  an  American 
caomku  oSictx  that  he  dMires  to  receive  the  names  and  addresses  of  Ameri- 
can exporters  of  drugs  and  chemicals.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  I.  f. 
Vladivostok.  Weights,  measurements,  etc.,  should  be  stated  In  Russian 
equivalents,  and  correspondence  should  be  in  the  Russian  language. 

Leather  and  screens.  No.  18272. — ^A  firm  in  China  informs  an  American  consniar 
officer  that  it  wishes  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  genuine  and  imitation  leather  for  upholstering 
furniture  and  wire  window  screens.  Quotations  are  desired  f.  o.  b.  New 
York  or  San  Francisco.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Sporting  goods,  No.  18273. — ^An  American  consniar  officer  In  the  Netherlands 
transmits  the  name  of  a  dealer  in  his  district  who  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  sporting  goods, 
such  as  cricket,  hockey,  football,  lawn  tennis,  golf,  fencing,  boxing,  etc. 

Chinaware,  cutlery,  etc..  No.  18274. — A  wholesale  and  retail  firm  In  Africa  has 
requested  an  American  consular  officer  to  supply  catalogues  and  full  In- 
formation relative  to  chinaware,  cutlery,  enamel  ware,  glassware,  locks, 
and  cash  boxes.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f..  If  possible.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 

Carpets,  No.  18275. — A  firm  In  China  has  requested  an  American  consular 
officer  to  supply  the  names  and  addresses  of  American  firms  which  are  in 
a  position  to  import  about  6.000  square  feet  of  carpet  per  month.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Cloth,  No.  18276. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that  a  firm  In 
his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  American  cloth  similar  to  the  sample,  which  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  65133.) 
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AMEBICAN  SEED  ASD  NTTRSEST  STOCK  FOB  CHD7A. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  Peking,  Aug.  9.] 

It  is  suggested  that  American  dealers  in  seeds  and  nursery  stock 
furnish  this  oflBce  with  a  number  of  catalogues,  as  we  often  receive 
inquiries  from  residents  in  this  country  for  American  seed  and 
nui-sery  catalogues.  The  climate  of  Peking  is  dry  and  cold  in  the 
winter  and  damp  and  hot  in  the  summer,  with  a  temperature  rang- 
ing between  zero  and  100°  Fahrenheit. 

TRANSIT  VIA  THE  POET  OF  VLADIVOSTOK. 

(Consul  J.  K.  Caldwell,  Vladlvoatok,  Siberia,  Aug.  10.] 

The  Dalekaya  Okrayna  announces  that,  according  to  a  telegram 
received  by  the  commercial  department  of  the  ChineBe  Eastenrilail- 
way,  free  transit  to  Manchuria  via  the  port  of  Vladivostok  has  been 
granted  for  the  following  articles :  Rice,  beet  roots,  cabbage,  pepper, 
and  salt.    Shipments  must  pass  through  the  customhouse. 

PASAGTJAT  GRANTS  BEFRIOEBATINa  COHCESSIOH. 

[Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  July  24.] 

The  concession  sought  by  Mr.  G.  L.  Eickard,  an  American  citizen, 
to  establish  a  meat-freezing  plant  at  Asimcion  was  granted  on  July 
14, 1916,  The  concession  was  granted  as  applied  for  [see  Commerce 
Reports  for  Jan.  27, 1916],  with  the  addition  that  the  recipient  of  the 
concession  shall  put  up  a  guaranty  of  $10,000.    This  has  been  done. 

TO  ANTIPODES  VIA  PANAMA. 

[Montreal,  Canada,  Gazette,    Sept.   8.] 

The  New  Zealand  Shipping  Co.'s  steamship  Ashhurton,  which  will 
arrive  at  Montreal  on  September  18,  will  make  the  voyage  from 
here  to  New  Zealand  and  Australian  ports  by  way  of  the  Panama 
Canal.  This  will  be  the  first  time  that  a  vessel  of  that  company  will 
use  the  route.  The  Mamara,  of  the  same  line,  will  arrive  here  on 
September  10. 
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A  MABKET  SOUGHT  POB  GSEEK  CTISBABTS  AHD  FIGS. 

[Consalar  Acent  8.  C&iapatea*,  KaliimU,  Aoc  14.] 

Although  the  present  European  war  broke  out  before  the  ban- 
ning of  the  1914  currant  and  fig  seasons,  conditions  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  these  fruits  were  more  favorable  last  year  than  they  are  ex- 
pected to  be  this  year,  and  both  growers  and  shippers  are  greatly  dis- 
couraged. Italy^  entrance  into  the  war  has  closed  important  mar- 
kets ror  Greek  fruit,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  only  a  small  part  of 
the  new  crop  will  be  exported  and  at  low  prices. 

Several  local  firms  have  recently  decided  to  form  an  a8sociati<m, 
in  order  to  cooperate  for  the  improvement  of  the  quality  and  packing 
of  Kalamata  exports,  to  find  new  markets  therefor,  and  to  further 
the  interests  of  the  trade  generally.  Twenty-two  exporters  have  now 
signed  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  this  association,  but  as  yet 
they  have  elected  neither  president  nor  directors. 
Vew  Seatoa'f  Yield. 

The  currant  crop  for  the  coming  year  (b^^inning  Sept  1)  is  ex- 
pected to  be  about  85,000,000  pounds,  agaiiist  50,000,000  pounds  last 
year,  a  falling  off  ot  about  30  per  cent.  This  decrease  is  due  to 
unfavorable  weather  conditions  and  to  the  development  of  injurious 
insect  pests,  chiefly  the  Peronosporos.  It  is  expected  here  that  the 
average  market  price  of  this  fruit  will  not  exceed  1.9  cents  per  pound. 

Weather  conditions  were  rather  favorable  for  figs,  and  indications 
are  that  the  fig  crop  for  this  year  will  be  of  excellent  quality  and  will 
amount  to  27,000,000  pounds  against  21,000,000  pounds  for  1914, 
an  increase  of  nearly  29  per  cent.  The  average  market  price,  how- 
ever, may  not  exceed  2  cents  per  pound,  because  of  the  closing  of 
important  markets,  as  ali'eady  noted.  Although  it  is  stated  m  a 
reliable  quarter  here  that  large  quantities  of  good  edible  figs  will  be 
shipped  this  year  to  Great  Britain,  exporters  are  looking  to  the 
United  States  aiis  the  only  market  of  consumption  and  have  inquired 
at  this  office  concerning  the  possibility  of  being  put  in  direct  touch 
with  Aimerican  importers  of  this  fruit. 

[A  Ust  of  exporters  of  Kalamata  figs  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureaa  of 
Foreign  aitd  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  oBicea.    Refer  to  file  No.  65616.] 


LEABnrO  ABTICIES  IN  AMESICAH  IMPO&T  TBABE. 

The  relative  value  of  leading  articles  in  the  import  trade  of  the 
United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  1915,  published  in  Ck)ifMBRCB  Repobts 
for  September  9,  contained  some  typographical  errors,  correction  of 
which  is  shown  as  follows: 
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PACEINO  TOB  KEZICAN  IHTESIOR  POUTTS. 

[Consul  Wtlllam  B.  Alger,  Uaiatlan,  Slnaloa,  Ang.  10.] 

_  Goods  shipped  to  Mazatlan  and  intended  for  the  mines  in  the  inte- 
rior should,  to  be  secure,  have  extra  heavy  packing  for  ocean  and 
muleback  transportation  and  for  very  rough  handling  en  route.  All 
cases  and  crates  should  be  of  heavy  material  and  iron  strapped,  and 
all  burlapped  packages  would  best  be  doubly  wrapper  and  strongly 
sewed. 

Machinery  should  be  sent  knocked  down,  with  all  bearings  and 
polished  surfaces  heavily  coated  with  thick  oil  to  prevent  rusting. 
All  threaded  ends  of  pipe  and  fittings,  rods,  bolts,  etc.,  should  ho 
protected  from  rust  and  abrasion  en  route.  Fittings  must  not  be 
shipped  on  ends  of  pipe,  but  should  be  boxed  separately. 

Packages  should  weigh  150  pounds  gross — ^not  more  (and  as  little 
under  that  weight  as  possible),  with  the  exception  of  machineiy, 
which  may  weigh  up  to  350  pounds  gross,  if  necessary.  Each  pack- 
age should  be  distinctly  marked  and  numbered.  Invoices  and  pack- 
ing lists  should  be  sent  in  quadruplicate.  Invoices  must  have  net 
weights  of  each  item,  also  net  and  gross  weights  and  measurements 
of  cases. 

[Complete  Informntlon  as  to  form  of  Invoice  and  packing  requirements  and  a 
schedule  of  consular  feea  covering  shipments  of  merchandise  to  Mexico  appear 
In  a  monograph,  "Consular  Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries,"  Tariff  Series 
No.  24  (revised  edition),  Just  issued  by  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.  Copies  of  this  boolilet  may  be  obtained  from  the  branch  offices  of 
the  Bureau  or  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  D.  C;  price,  10  cents  each.] 


BICE  COirSTJlIPTIOir  OF  ALEPPO  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Jesse  B.  Jackson,  ^eppo,  Syria,  July  SO.] 

"  Pilaff "  (pilau) ,  the  Turkish  national  dish,  is  the  favorite  of  all 
classes,  and  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  rice.  For  this  purpose  80 
to  100  tons  of  the  cereal  are  consumed  yearly  in  the  Aleppo  consular 
district,  30  tons  of  which  are  raised  in  Aleppo  Province  or  imported 
from  the  Province  of  Diarbekir,  while  the  balance  is  imported  from 
Egypt  and  Rangoon.  The  amount  of  rice  imported  depends  largely 
upon  the  local  price  of  wheat,  which  grain  is  used  as  a  substitute  for 
nee  by  the  very  poor.  When  wheat  sells  at  moderate  prices,  35  to 
40  tons  of  Egyptian  and  15  to  30  tons  of  Rangoon  rice  are  imported. 
iWhen  wheat  is  dear  40  to  45  tons  of  rice  are  brought  in  from  Egypt 
and  30  to  35  tons  from  Rangoon  annually. 

The  following  are  the  qualities  and  wholesale  Aleppo  prices  of 
rice  in  normal  times :  Egyptian, "  japapo,"  "  special,"  and  "  layoum," 
selling  at  3.7  to  4.3  cents,  4.2  to  4.7  cents,  and  4.46  to  4.94  cents,  re- 
spectively, per  pound,  and  Rangoon  at  2.6  to  2.7  cents  per  pound. 
The  local  nee  and  that  imported  from  Diarbekir  sells  normally  at 
3.21  to  3.95  cents  a  pound,  but  the  present  price  of  the  Aleppo 
product  is  6.9  cents  and  that  from  Diarbekir  7.3  cents  a  pound. 
There  are  no  other  qualities  on  the  market. 

The  wheat  crop  oi  this  vicinity  has  been  good  for  the  last  several 
years,  and  the  population  finds  it  convenient  to  use  it  in  place  of 
rice. 
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TSDIGTAFS  HODEKH  ABATTOIB. 

(Coiunil  Wlllya  B.  Peck,  Tstngtan,  CUna,  Aug.  2.] 

The  Government-owned  slaughterhouse  in  Tsingtan,  constructed 
by  the  German  Government  early  in  the  history  of  the  colony,  is 
being  conducted  by  the  Japanese  forces  in  occupation  of  the  port 
in  the  same  careful  way  that  has  always  characterized  its  operation. 
The  plant  consists  of  spacious  buildings  for  the  separate  slaughter- 
ing of  cattle  and  smaller  animals,  an  ice-making  and  cold-storage 
plants,  laboratories,  detention  sheds,  residences  for  the  staff,  etc. 

Everywhere  are  to  be  foimd  overhead  traveling  cranes,  tiled  walls, 
cement  floors,  and  every  precaution  and  device  that  modem  science 
can  suggest  for  the  detection  and  combating  of  disease.  However, 
the  present  superintendent,  Capt.  K.  Kobayashi,  is  desirous  of 
obtaining  catalogues  illustrating  the  latest  American  machinery  and 
instruments  for  use  iii  a  municipal  abattoir  and  would  be  pleased 
to  receive  such  literature  accompanied  by  full  information  regarding 
prices,  discounts,  freight,  etc  If  preferred,  these  may  be  sent  through 
the  American  consulate. 

Keat  Trade  of  the  Port — Wholesale  Prices. 

The  average  monthly  consimiption  of  meat  in  Tsingtau  during 
German  occupation  was  1,505  animals;  since  Japanese  occupation, 
773.  These  animals  are  drawn  principally  icom  the  Province  of 
Shantung,  and  the  cattle,  especially,  are  well  known  for  size  and 
good  condition,  although  occasional  cases  of  rinderpest  are  found 
among  them.  The  superintendent  reports  an  almost  entire  absence 
of  tuberculosis.  The  average  weight  of  these  cattle  on  the  hoof 
is  1,100  pounds. 

The  wholesale  price  of  cattle  on  the  hoof  is  about  $0.02  United 
States  currency  per  pound,  and  of  meat  with  bone  between  $0.03 
and  $0.04  per  pound.  The  hides  are  commonly  disposed  of  for  $7.20, 
the  heads  for  $2.40,  and  the  blood  from  one  animal  for  $0.27  United 
States  currency.  The  charges  for  slaughtering  are  $1.20  for  cattle, 
$0.70  for  ho^,  and  $0.30  for  sheep  and  calves.  If,  however,  any  one 
person  applies  for  the  slaughtering  of  more  than  1,000  head  of 
cattle  in  a  single  month  the  charge  is  reduced  to  $0.80  United  States 
currency  per  head. 

By-products,  such  as  bones,  horns,  intestines,  etc.,  are  sold  to  local 
Chinese  merchants. 

Exports  of  Xeat  and  Uve  Cattle — Cold  Storagre. 

Although  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  there  was  no  large 
exportation  of  meat  or  cattle  from  Tsingtau,  the  port  is  nevertheless 
the  foremost  in  China  in  this  regard.  In  1913  (the  latest  year  for 
which  complete  statistics  are  available)  the  Leased  Territory  of 
Kiaochow  sent  out  40  per  cent  of  China's  export  of  cattle  and  48 
per  cent  of  its  export  of  fresh  meat.  In  1913, 115,719  hundredweight 
(of  100  pounds)  of  fresh  beef  were  exported  and  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1914  52,978  quarters  of  beef.  In  1913  28,413  head  of  live 
cattle  were  exported  and  in  the  first  half  of  1914  12,493  head,  a 
proportionate  decrease  of  12  per  cent  None  of  this  export  went  to 
the  Philippine  Islands  or  other  American  ports.  So  far  as  known 
the  great  bulk  of  it  went  to  Vladivostok. 
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YHiile  the  ice-making  plant  is  turning  out  ice  for  outside  use,  the 
cold-storage  plant  forming  a  part  of  the  slaughterhouse  equipment 
is  cooled  by  salt-water  evaporation,  which  keeps  it  at  a  temperature 
of  about  34°  F.  Space  in  the  cold-storage  rooms  rents  at  $12,77 
United  States  currency,  per  square  meter  (square  meter  equals  10.764 
square  feet) . 

All  cattle  slaughtered  in  Tsingtau  must  be  slaughtered  in  the  Gov- 
ernment abattoir,  and  all  fresh  meat  brought  within  the  municipal 
limits  must  be  inspected  and  stamped  by  the  Government  veterinaries 
attached  to  it. 

BANE  DEPOSIT  nTTESEST  BEDUCED  IN  JAPAN. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Times  of  Aug.  10,  by  Consal  General  George  H.  Sddmore, 

Xokohama.] 

Bankers  at  last  decided  on  reducing  deposit  rates  on  August  7,  as 
the  result  of  discussion  in  the  Tokyo  Bankers'  Association;  The  new 
rates  are  4  per  cent  per  annum  on  fixed  deposits,  a  reduction  of  1  per 
cent ;  0.004  per  cent  per  day  on  current  account,  a  reduction  of  0.001 
per  cent;  and  0.009  per  cent  per  day  onjpetty  accounts,  a  reduction  of 
0.001  per  cent.  The  rate  on  fixed  deposits  went  into  operation  yester- 
day, while  the  rates  on  other  items  of  deposits  will  come  into  opera- 
tion August  11. 

In  Osaka,  Kobe,  Yokohama,  and  Nagoya  the  same  decision  was 
reached.  All  bankers  in  other  cities  will  sooner  or  later  follow  their 
example.  Semiofficial  banks  also  have,  it  is  reported,  decided  to  fol- 
low their  confreres  in  Tokyo,  though  the  decisions  they  have  reached 
are  still  informal.  Savings-deposit  rates,  on  the  other  hand,  will  not 
be  changed,  pending  the  change  in  postal-savings  banks'  rates. 

This  step  taken  by  bankers  generally  is  an  event  which  has  no  par- 
allel in  the  history  of  banking  in  this  country.  In  the  level  of  rates, 
for  instance,  there  is  no  other  parallel  to  be  found  in  the  past  fluc- 
tuations of  money  in  this  country  than  in  the  rates  adopted  by  bank- 
ers on  March  1,  1910.  The  frequency  of  reduction  again  w&ts  all 
former  records.  However,  no  more  effect  than  a  temporary  enliven- 
ing of  the  stock  market  can  be  expected  from  this  extraordinary  step, 
as  all  indications  point  to  the  continuance  of  the  slack  tendency  for 
the  time  being. 

COLOMBIAN  MABKET  FOB  COTTON  YABNS. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  from 
Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning,  at  Barranquilla,  Colombia,  a  list  of  the 
concerns  importing  cotton  yarns  in  Colombia  through  the  port  of 
Barranquilla,  with  a  statement,  for  each  firm,  of  the  quantities,  value, 
and  source  of  supply  for  the  period  from  January  1,  1914,  to  June 
30, 1915.  This  has  been  prepared  as  a  confidential  trade  list,  and  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Consul  Manning 
■writes  that  since  the  early  part  of  1915  more  attention  has  been  given 
this  trade  by  a  limited  number  of  cotton-yam  houses  in  the  tmited 
States,  and  that,  through  the  efforts  of  the  consulate  to  bring  the 
American  manufacturer  or  his  agent  and  the  local  importer  together, 
u  number  of  orders — amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars — have 
recently  been  placed  by  three  Colombian  firms  in  the  United  States. 
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COAL  TBADE  AT  VALENCIA. 

(Consul  Claude  I.  DawsoD,  Valencia,  Spain,  Aug.  5.1 

Although  the  coal  movement  at  Valencia  reaches  the  approximate 
figure  of  250,000  metric  tons  (2,204!6  pounds  to  the  ton)  yearly,  it 
is  so  distributed  that  hardly  one-fifth  comes  within  the  scope  of 
freely  competitive  business. 

About  20  per  cent  of  the  total  is  native  coal  from  the  Asturias 
mines  of  northern  Spain,  which  always  has  a  limited  outlet  because 
it  is  slightly  cheaper  than  imported  coal,  though  admittedly  of  infe- 
rior grade.  The  tendency  in  recent  years,  however,  has  been  to  dis- 
card it,  as  shown  by  st«idily  declining  receipts,  which  now  range 
from  50,000  to  60,000  tons  as  compared  with  a  former  yearly  con- 
sumption in  excess  of  80,000  tons. 

Approximately  150,000  tons  of  foreign  coal  are  imported  yearly 
for  three  concerns.  All  of  it  is  contracted  for  outside  of  Spam  and 
constitutes  but  a  fraction  of  the  gross  requirements  of  the  interested 
concerns  in  the  kingdom  at  large.  Naturally  their  purchasing  agents 
demand  and  receive  the  personal  concurrence  of  foreign  shippers  or 
their  agents  who  desire  to  bid  for  the  business.  Only  about  50,000 
ions  of  foreign  coal  are  purchased  in  the  open  market,  by  seven 
retail  concerns  in  Valencia  or  parent  corporations  in  other  localities, 
for  general  consumption. 

Irinolpal  CoBsnaen — Trade  from  Stajidpoiat  of  Amerieaa  Xzporten. 

The  three  large  consumers  are  the  Northern  Railroad  of  Spain 
(Ferrocarriles  del  Norte  de  Espana),  about  100,000  tons,  purchased 
by  the  main  office  in  Paris;  the  Aragon  Central  Eailroad  (Ferro- 
carril  Central  de  Aragon),  20,000  to  25,000  tons,  with  the  purchasing 
oflSce  in  Brussels;  and  Lebon  &  Cia.,  26,000  to  30,000  tons,  also  con- 
tracted for  by  its  Paris  headquarters  for  a  chain  of  gas  works  in 
Mediterranean  ports.  ( 

American  gas  cOal  has  been  used  here  in  varying  quantities  for 
many  years,  and  of  late  the  Northern  Railroad  of  Spain  has  received 
several  cargoes  from  the  United  States  and  is  said  to  have  arrange- 
ments for  an  indefinite  period.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  me 
Aragon  Central  Railroad  has  made  no  purchases  for  Valencia  in  the 
United  States. 

Interested  exporters  in  the  United  States  would  gain  nothing  by 
addressing  inquiries  to  Valencia,  but  should  arrange  to  send  personal 
representatives  to  the  headquarters  of  the  concerns  mentioned. 
•  The  general  coal  trade  of  Valencia  and  tributary  territory  is  not 
alluring  from  the  American  exporter's  standpoint.  Fifty  thousand 
tons  is  a  small  con.sumption,  even  in  view  of  the  limited  industrial 
development  of  the  region.  An  important  dealer  estimates  that 
hardly  20  factories  use  as  much  as  500  tons  a  year,  while  the  great 
majority  consume  between  5  and  25  tons.    Coal  is  not  used  to  an  ap- 

Sreciable  extent  for  heating  purposes.  Winters  are  very  mild,  and 
uring  the  three  months  or  less  of  coldest  weather  coke  and  charcoal 
are  the  fuels  used,  the  former  being  supplied  by  the  gas  works  and 
the  latter  by  individual  enterprise. 

Use  of  Coal  Teadi  to  Decrease — ^Wliy  Engrlaad  Has  Commanded  Valeneian  Market. 

Quite  recently  coal  consumption  has  been  almost  stationary,  with 

a  slight  tendency  to  decrease  with  the  gradually  increasing  supply  of 

cheap  hydroelectric  power.    Steam  is  now  used  as  atuduary  power 
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in  many  plants  where  formerly  it  was  primary  motive  power.  Elec- 
tric power  is  also  displacing  steam  in  numerous  irrigation  plants. 
In  general  it  may  be  conceded  that  the  use  of  coal  in  this  region — 
except  by  public-service  corporations — will  not  increase;  rather  may 
it  be  expected  to  decrease  as  new  electric  developments  now  con- 
templated are  completed  and  in  operation  and  transmission  lines  are 
extended  to  regions  not  hitherto  served. 

Before  the  war  England  supplied  nearly  all  foreign  coal  consumed 
here.  The  only  exceptions  consisted  of  occasional  cargoes  of  gas 
coal  from  the  United  States  and  sometimes  from  Belgium.  The 
English  monopoly  was  easily  maintained  by  reason  of  the  high  repu- 
tation enjoyed  by  Cardiff  and  Newcastle  coals  and  the  efficiency  of 
maritime  communications.  A  numerous  fleet  of  fruit  vessels  plies 
nine  months  of  the  year  between  this  coast  and  England,  carrying 
oranges,  onions,  and  other  |}roducts  of  the  soil  and  returning  with 
any  cargo  that  is  offered.  The  latter  consists  chiefly  of  coal  and 
fertilizing  materials,  which  together  embrace  considerably  more  than 
half  of  Valencian  imports,  and  as  England  is  at  once  a  principal 
producer  of  these  necessities  and  the  largest  consumer  of  Valencian 
exports  it  was  quite  natural  that  her  coal  should  predominate  here. 
The  trade  was  further  promoted  by  the  sharp  competition  among 
fruit  vessels,  which,  in  time  of  peace,  insured  low  freight  rates  and 
enabled  local  dealers  to  carry  on  business  with  limited  capital  invest- 
ment, giving  rise  to  the  now  well-established  custom  of  ordering 
frequently  and  in  small  quantities. 

Comparatively  Small  Cargoes  Are  Imported. 

Cargoes  of  English  coal  seldom  exceed  2,000  tons  and  are  generally 
not  more  than  1,000  tons.  Quantities  of  100  to  500  tons  are  quite 
usual.  Local  competition  and  the  limited  gross  consumption  (a  con- 
siderable part  of  which  is  restricted  by  contract  to  English  coal) 
compel  dealers  to  maintain  this  system  of  buying  so  far  as  conditions 
permit,  in  order  to  avoid  being  caught  with  large  stocks  on  hand  in 
times  of  sudden  price  changes,  fluctuation  in  ocean  freights,  etc. 

For  these  reasons  no  one  firm  here  feels  disposed  to  handle  cargoes 
of  3,500  tons  or  more  from  America;  and  smaller  shipments  would 
prove  imeconomical.  Of  late  an  American  coal  exporter  investigated 
this  field  in  person  and  reached  the  conclusion  that  the  obstacles  out- 
lined would  prevent  business  unless  local  importers  would  combine 
enough  small  orders  to  make  a  full  cargo.  One  of  the  dealers  inter- 
viewed said  this  might  be  done  if  all  of  his  colleagues  would  agree 
to  protect  each  other  by  maintaining  prices  until  the  cargo  was  dis- 
posed of.  He  intimated  that  conferences  were  being  held  with  this 
in  view. 

There  are  only  four  independent  coal  importers  of  importance  in 
Valencia.  Another  firm  handling  bunker  coal  is  merely  the  agent 
(without  authority  to  purchase)  of  a  larger  concern  in  Barcelona 
having  the  privilege  of  maintaining  floating  coal  depots  in  Spanish 
ports.  A  sixth  concern  is  bound  by  contract  with  English  collieries 
(through  partnership  connections)  to  supply  its  entire  needs  from 
that  market 
Sltehariflng  the  Coal — ^nscal  Charges  Temporarily  Suspended. 

The  facilities  for  discharging  coal  at  Valencia  are  fairly  good. 
The  seaside  of  two  docks  is  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  each  having 
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accommodations  for  one  very  large  vessel  and  being  equipped  ■wiffi 
two  1-ton  electric  traveling  cranes.  Hand  labor  is  also  employed, 
with  the  aid  of  the  typical  mat  baskets  used  here  in  all  kinds  of 
manual  labor.  The  average  rate  of  discharge  is  250  to  300  metric 
tons  per  day  (metric  ton=2^04.6  pounds),  but  this  varies  with  the 
facilities  offered  by  the  ship.  Some  contracts  specify  as  much  a? 
400  and  500  tons  per  day  of  10  hours.  The  steamship  Roaebcmk, 
recently  from  Baltimore  with  coal  for  railroad  use,  discharged  at 
the  latter  rate.  Eeceivers  do  the  unloading,  but  collect  from  the 
ship  at  the  rate  of  1.50  pesetas  (about  $0.27)  per  ton,  although  the 
actual  cost  usually  works  out  at  less. 

It  is  calculated  that  steamers  of  8,000  to  10,000  dead-weight  capa- 
city can  be  accommodated  in  the  port  of  Valencia. 

All  fiscal  charges  on  imported  coal  (except  port  duties)  are  sus- 
pended temporarily.  Usually  the  two  chief  items  are  customs  duty 
and  transport  tax,  the  former  being  about  $0.68  a  ton  and  the  latter 
$0.39  on  American  coal  and  $0.09  on  that  from  European  countries. 

[A  list  of  coal  Importers  In  Valencia  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  65144.] 


SHTPBTTILDnrG  ACTIYITY  IN  JAPAH. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Advertiser  of  July  11,  by  Consul  General  Oeorge  H.  Sddmore, 
Tokoluuna ;  lee  also  Couuimca  Rhpobts  for  May  16,  June  24,  and  Sept.  3,  1915.] 

The  recent  activity  in  the  shipping  business  has  caused  a  great  de- 
mand for  new  ships,  but  as  most  of  the  European  and  American 
shipping  yards  are  fully  occupied  *  *  *  the  shipbuilding 
yardk  in  Japan  are  having  a  busy  time.  According  to  recent  inves- 
tigations by  the  authorities  concerned,  the  number  of  ships  now  be- 
ing built  in  various  shipbuilding  yards  are  as  follows : 

Mitsubishi  Dock  at  Nagasaki :  One  vessel  of  7,300  tons  and  1  of 
9,300  tons.  Kawasaki  Dock  at  "Kobe :  Two  of  7,300  tons  each,  1  of 
9,600  tons,  and  1  of  2,600  tons.   Osaka  Tekkojo :  One  of  4,000  tons  and 

1  of  2,600  tons;  a  total  of  8  vessels  and  50,300  tons. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  ships  for  which  various  shipbuild- 
ing yards  have  received  orders: 
Mitsubishi  Dock  at  Nagasaki :  Four  vessels  of  7,300  tons  each  and 

2  of  3,700  tons  each.  Kawasaki  Dock  at  Kobe:  Three  of  7,300  tons 
each,  2  of  4,400  tons  each,  1  of  3,000  tons,  and  1  of  1,700  tons.  Osaka 
Tekkojo:  One  of  7,300  tons,  6  of  5,000  tons  each,  1  of  3,200  tons,  and 
12  of  1,100  tons  each.  Mitsubishi  Dock  at  Kobe :  One  of  1,800  tons, 
2  of  5,300  tons  each,  and  4  of  2,200  tons  each.  Fujinagata  Dock :  One 
of  2,000  tons.  Harima  Dock:  Two  of  1,100  tons  each.  Making  a 
total  of  185,700  tons,  representing  43  vessels. 

It  is  reported  that  the  demand  for  new  ships  is  very  keen,  but  the 
present  plants  of  the  existing  shipbuilding  yards  admit  of  no  furtiier 
orders  being  accepted.  It  is  said,  for  example,  that  the  Mitsui  Bofi- 
san  Kaisha  requires  two  more  cargo  boats  of  5,000  tons  each,  and  as 
the  Japanese  shipbuilding  yards  are  full,  the  company  has  communi- 
cated with  various  builckrs  in  Norway  and  Houand,  but  failed  to 
place  the  order.  -Therefore,  Uiat  c(»npany  is  now  negotiating  with 
the  dock  companies  in  Shanghai  and  Hongkong. 
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STATISTICS  OF  VEHEZUELAH  BASES. 

[HlDlster  Preaton  UcOoodwln,  CaracM,  Aog.  14.] 

There  is  presented  herewith  a  table  showing  the  reserves,  deposits 
in  accounts  current,  credits  in  accounts  current,  cash,  cash  holdings, 
advances,  and  discounts  of  the  Bank  of  Venezuela,  Caracas,  at  the 
clt»e  of  business  June  30,  1915 ;  of  the  Bank  of  Caracas,  of  this  city, 
on  July  31,  1915 ;  and  of  the  Bank  of  Maracaibo,  of  Maracaibo,  on 
July  31,  1915.  While  these  three  are  the  only  chartered  banks  in 
Venezuela  maintaining  numerous  branches  and  agencies  throughout 
the  Republic,  many  business  houses  engage  in  the  banking  business  to 
some  extent,  especially  in  the  sale  of  drafts,  ■  ~ 


able  as  to  the  extent  of  their  activity. 
in  United  States  gold: 


but  no  figures  are  obtain- 
The  amoimts  given  below  are 


Items. 


Bankot 

Veneiuola, 
Jon*  30,  Kit. 


Bonk  of 

Caracas, 

July  31,  MIS. 


Bankot 

Maracaibo, 
Jaly31 1«U. 


Reserres 

Doposits  in  accounts  current 
Credits  in  accounts  eurreot. 

Cash 

Casli  holdings 

Advanees 

Disoounts , 


$1,1«,371 
3,263,»I6 
1,698,675 
3,«e2,66» 
3,SM,727 
1,624,490 
308, 8W 


(248,102 
683,265 
478,477 
931,505 
5,284,305 
481.225 
82,968 


tl4,02g 
48,528 

217,845 

161,878 
87,258 

237,957 


CHUEAIT  CUSTOMHOUSE  BECEIFTS. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Vem«  L.  Havens,  Santiago,  Ang.  10.] 

During  the  month  of  July,  1915,  the  Chilean  customhouse  income 
from  import  duties  was  $958,000  and  from  export  duties  $2,950,000, 
a  total  of  $3,908,000,  as  compared  with  $1,809,000  and  $2,886,000, 
respectively,  during  the  corresponding  month  of  1914. 

The  record  for  the  first  seven  months  of  1915  was  $5,475,000  and 
$13,000,000  for  import  and  export  receipts,  as  compared  with 
$12,400,000  import  revenue  and  $18,000,000  export  revenue  during 
the  first  seven  months  of  1914. 

The  1915  percentage  of  1914  income  during  July  was  53  per  cent 
on.  import  revenue  and  102  per  cent  of  the  export  revenue.  The  cor- 
responding percentages  for  the  first  seven  months  were  44  per  cent 
and  72  per  cent.  The  income  records  of  the  customhouses  mdicate, 
therefore,  that  July  was  20  per  cent  better  than  the  average  for  the 
first  seven  months  of  the  year  as  regards  importation  and  42  per 
cent  better  as  regards  exportation. 


JAPAITESE  TBANSIUCEirr  FISHLIKES. 

[Consul  George  N.  West,  Kobe,  Aug.  ».] 

The  manufacture  of  fishing  lines  from  wild-cocoon  silk  is  carried 
on  in  Osaka,  the  lines  made  by  one  of  the  leading  firms  being 
marketed  under  the  trade  name  of  Tegusu.  Tegusu  lines  are  said  to 
be  invisible  in  the  water  and,  for  this  reason,  to  he  especially  adapted 
for  taking  game  fish.  A  set  of  samples,  with  prices,  is  forwarded 
[and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices;  ask  for  file  No.  65566]. 
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unmro  BEainsiTEs  nr  south  afbica. 

r South  AMccn  Mining  Journal.] 

While  the  buying  Is  quite  general,  yet  the  outstanding  feature  seems  the 
demand  from  the  group  representing  the  GoTernnient  areas  mine,  which  will 
require  stores  and  materials  more  abundantly  in  view  of  their  new  100-stnmp 
battery  working,  and  It  is  felt  that  It  would  be  unwise  in  delaying  too  long. 
Another  incentive  is  the  somewhat  sudden  demand  from  the  Rbodesian  mines, 
now  beginning  to  awaken  to  the  fact  that  mining  stores  and  materials  are  really 
and  actually  getting  scarcer  and  dearer.  There  are  agents  In  town  for  the 
special  purpose  of  securing  mining  goods  for  Rhodesia,  and  they  hare  been 
excellent  customers  to  the  secondhand  yards  for  any  and  every  kind  of  Imttery 
and  machinery  spares.  In  addition  to  this  they  hare  bought  rather  freely 
of  engines,  boilers,  pumpa,  and  other  machines  in  dally  use  In  the  mines. 

Battery  spares  are  exceptionally  scarce,  and  dealers  are  hustling  around  to 
secure  lines  to  bring  into  the  market.  Mining  tramways  material  is  also  on 
the  lean  side,  particularly  16  and  20  pound  rails. 

Electrical  Goods— BepUcins  Continental  Snppllef. 

As  the  weeks  roll  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  becomes  greater. 
Round  blocks,  Zi  Inches,  for  wall  switches  are  so  scarce  that  two  local  me- 
chanics hare  commenced  making  them  at  $0.86  per  dozen,  as  compared  with 
imported  at  $0.36  under  normal  conditions.  Ceiling  roses  are  unobtaiuablfe  In 
any  quantity.  Double  pure  rubber  flex  up  to  municipal  standard  has  advanced 
100  per  cent,  and  is  very  dlfflcult  to  obtain  at  that  Coils  of  wire  hare  gone  np 
to  such  an  extent  that  in  some  cases  it  makes  it  difficult  for  the  smaller  contrac- 
tors to  tender,  especially  as  all  other  electrical  goods  have  gone  up  from  20  to' 
25  per  cent,  and  supplies  can' not  be  relied  on  at  these  enhanced  values;  there- 
fore the  firms  holding  stocks  necessary  for  a  contemplated  contract  are  the  only 
people  who  can  tender  with  any  safety. 

Glass  lamp  shades,  as  well  as  all  kUids  of  porcelain  ware,  have  risen  any- 
thing from  ]00  to  300  per  cent  since  the  war  started,  simply  because  the  con- 
tinental supplies  hare  had  to  be  replaced  with  British  and  American  goods,  also 
a  few  consignments  from  Holland.  It  is  recognized  that  electrical  "  smalls " 
require  rery  good  and  up-to-date  machinery,  which  can  only  be  provided  by 
manufacturers  dealing  with  big  outputs,  therefore  very  little  can  be  done  in  a 
limited  period,  and  not  much  can  be  expected  from  the  Johannesbui-g  factories; 
but  what  small  makers  are  doing  is  to  use  up  second-hand  parts  and  put  them 
together  for  lamp  holders  and  similar  articles,  at  a  cost  of  about  double  the 
Imported.  What  is  surprising  is  that  the  ordinary  lamps  have  not  advanced 
much.  This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  a  British  lamp  was  especially  de- 
signed and  made  for  the  purpose  of  competing  with  the  continental  variety,  and 
sold  for  practically  the  same  price  as  the  latter  before  the  war. 

Glass,  Oils,  and  Paints. 

Notwithstanding  the  higher  level  of  prices,  business  is  progressing  smoothly, 
with  a  fair  amount  of  repairs  in  evidence.  Although  the  prices  of  leads  and 
oils  remain  the  same,  the  tendency  Is  firmer  and  can  not  be  relied  upon  for 
any  length  of  time.  Sheet  window  glass  is  scarce;  the  popular  si^  of  30  by  15 
inches  is  now  10.67,  as  against  $0.42  a  year  ago.  British  plate  glass  is  any- 
thing but  plentiful  at  $1.09,  as  compared  with  $0.67  before  the  war.  The 
special  colorings  for  walls  have  not  risen  much  in  value,  as  the  old  stocks  are 
lasting  out,  but  immediately  these  are  exhausted  and  replaced  by  new  importa- 
tions the  price  must  rise  from  16  to  20  per  cient. 

Timber  and  Oalvanized  Booflng. 

The  mines  hare  been  purchasing  more  largely  of  timber,  and  the  prices  hare 
gone  up  a  farthing  (about  one-half  cent)  per  foot  since  last  week.  As  regards 
galranlzed  roofing  Iron,  that  also  has  advanced  a  farthing  per  foot  An  idea  is 
abroad  to  see  if  something  can  not  be  done  to  replace  galvanised  iron  lor 
roofing  purposes.  Several  attempts  hare  been  made  with  slates,  as  at  one  time 
some  rery  special  up-to-date  machinery  was  imported  for  that  purpose,  but 
galvanized  Iron  then  became  cheaper,  and  heavier  woodwork  was  required  for 
both  slates  and  the  South  African-made  tUes,  which  all  asshrted  to  damp  the 
enthusiasm  of  local  makers. 
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IConstd  Kdtrla  N.  OwiMTiIas,  Johaimasbiirg,  South  Africa,  Jnly  22.] 
Fiioes  of  yiiiliig  Katerlals,  ChprnleaU,  sad  Electrical  Ooodc. 

Following  are  the  current  price  quotations  for  some  of  the  mate- 
rials largely  used  for  mining  purposes.  These  prices  are,  however, 
subject  to  quick  changes. 

Mining  and  building  hardware — ^Iron,  imported,  bar,  $4.25  up 
'(local,  $3.04  up),  angle,  $3.89  per  100  pounds;  steel  bar,  $4.01;  drill, 
$0.09  per  pound;  tool,  $0.14  per  pound;  plates,  $4.37  to  $5.23  per  100 
poun^;  hexagon  bolts,  f  inch,  $0.12  per  pound;  i  inch  up  to  2  inches, 
$9.12;  6  inches,  $8.51;  over  6  inches,  $7.90;  f  inch  up  to  2^  inches, 
$8.51 ;  over,  $7.90;  |  inch  up  to  2^  inches,  $8.51;  over,  $7.90;  f  inch  up 
to  2i  inches,  $7.29;  over,  $7.05;  J  inch  and  1  inch,  $7.05,  all  per  100 
pounds;  nuts,  |  inch,  $0.15  per  pound;  i  inch,  $9.73  per  100  pounds; 
then  up  to  li  inches,  $9.12  per  100  pounds;  washers,  $5.10. 

Mercury,  $85.16  per  76-pound  bottle;  bichromate  potash,  $0.14  per 
pound;  chlorate,  $0.24  per  pound;  permanganate,  $0.60  per  pound; 
alum,  $0.08  per  pound ;  carbolic  acid,  $0.48 ;  borax,  $4.86  per  hundred- 
"weight;  cyanide  potash,  unobtainable;  cyanide  soda,  $0.30  per  pound; 
hypo,  $0.60  per  pound;  acetate  lead,  $14.60  per  100  pounds;  litharge, 
assay,  $12.17,  commercial,  $10.96,  per  100  pounds;  zinc  sheets,  $0.32 
per  pound:  plumbago  crucibles,  $0.09  apiece. 

I  Lamps,  British,  $3.89  to  $4.86  wholesale  and  $5.10  to  $6.57  per 
dozen  retail;  Holland,  $4.38  to  $5.84  wholesale  and  $5.84  to  $7.30 
retail;  double  pure  rubber  flex,  $0.12  per  yard;  3/20  coils  of  wire, 
$5.23;  same,  3/22,  $4.26;  round  blocks,  3^  inches,  $0.85  per  dozen, 
local;  lamp-holder  cord  grips,  $1.82  per  dozen;  switches,  $2.92  per 
dozen;  British  opal  glass  shades,  $5.10  to  $5.84  per  dozen;  Bohemian 
shades,  finished;  porcelain  shackles.  $3.53  per  dozen;  same,  bobbins, 
$2.68  to  $3.65  per  100;  cleats,  $3.65  per  100;  P.  O.  insulators,  $4.38; 
motors,  3  horsepower,  about  $146,  new. 

In  the  prices  above  quoted  conversions  have  been  made  at  the  rate 
ol  $4.8665  to  the  pound  sterling. 

i  [An  article  by  Consul  Onnsaulus  on  "  Purchases  of  Supplies  by  Transvaal 
Mines"  appeared  in  Cohmebce  Repobts  for  July  14,  1915.] 


BBITISH  C0IT71IBIA  FISHERY  STATISTICS, 

[Vice  CoDsnl  O.  C.  Woodward,  Tancoarcr,  British  Columbia,  Canada,  Sept  8.] 

-  The  total  value  of  the  catch  of  British  Columbia  for  the  six 
months  ended  June  30,  1915,  was  $1,219,729,  as  compared  with 
$1,068,477  during  the  first  half  of  the  preceding  year,  an  increase 
of  $151,252.  The  value  of  the  catch  for  the  whole  Dominion  during 
the  same  periods  was  $6,125,922  and  $6,208,125,  a  decrease  of  $82,203. 
The  principal  items  of  the  Britidi  Columbia  catch  were  salmon, 
cod,  herring,  and  halibut,  amounting  in  1915  to  $303,095,  $83,620, 
$257,182,  and  $536,340,  respectively,  against  corresponding  values 
of  $253,303,  $81,590,  $219,101,  and  $456,489  in  January-nJune,  1914. 
The  most  important  items  as  compared  with  the  Domimon  catch 
..were  salmon  and  halibut,  the  value  of  the  former  being  over  54  per 
cent  and  of  the  latter  approximately  60  per  cent  of  the  whole  Cana- 
dian production  in  1915,  and  more  than  34  per  cent  of  the  former 
and  nearly  65  per  cent  of  the  latter  in  1914. 
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FROSFEEITT  OF  JAFANESE  SHTPFmO  IHnS. 

[Ebctract  from  Japan  Mail  of  Jaly  2,  by  Consul  Oenentl-  George  n.  Sddmore,  Tokobama.] 

The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha*  held  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the 
shareholders  in  the  Tolcyo  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  June  30  to  ob- 
tain the  shareholders'  sanction  for  the  renewal  of  the  company's  busi- 
ness terms  and  the  plans  for  the  settlement  of  the  problems  attending 
the  extension  of  the  business  term,  Baron  B«mpei  Kondo,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  company,  presiding. 

The  proposals  introduced  by  the  chairman  consisted  in  the  exten- 
sion of  the  business  term  by  another  30  years;  the  doubling  of  the 
capital  to  $21,912,000,  allotting  the  new  shares  representing  the  aug- 
mented capital  to  the  original  shareholders  at  the  rate  of  one  new 
share  to  every  old  share,  to  be  paid  up  by  the  company  out  of  the 
bonuses  recommended  in  the  proposals  as  for  shareholders;  and  the 
distribution  to  various  items  of  $13,618,206  out  of  the  accumulated 
reserves  to  the  extent  of  $23,030,356,  and  the  remainder  to  be  re- 
tained in  the  company  as  reserve  funds. 

The  most  important  part  of  the  chairman's  recommendations  was 
the  distribution  of  the  surplus  funds.  In  the  first  place  $4,233,000 
was  set  aside  for  the  repayment  of  the  value  of  the  fleet.  In  the  sec- 
ond place,  $4,107,500  was  recommended  to  be  distributed  to  share- 
holders as  bonuses,  first  in  the  shape  of  partially  paid-up  shares  and 
then  in  the  form  of  dividends  at  the  rate  of  $3.11^  per  share.  In  the 
third  place  $99,600  was  set  aside  as  bonuses  for  officers,  $49,800  as 
gifts  to  all  persons  interested  in  the  concern,  $672,300  as  bonuses  for 
employees,  and  $249,000  as  allowances  to  seamen  and  others. 

Every  one  of  the  chairman's  recommendations  was  opposed  by 
some  sections  of  shareholders.  The  increase  in  capital  was  not 
coimtenanced  by  some  persons,  as  they  thought  it  to  be  unjustifiable 
in  view  of  the  fullness  of  the  company's  business  preparations  for 
every  emergency  apprehended.  The  chairman,  however,  contended 
that  though  no  necessity  was  anticipated  of  calling  up  the  payment 
of  stock  capital  in  the  future,  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  or 
other  services  had  to  be  thus  provided  for,  and  obtained  the  approval 
of  the  meeting. 

Great  objection  was  made  to  the  last  recommendation  for  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  funds,  but  the  dissatisfied  shareholders 
were  finally  appeased.  A  point  most  significant  and  of  vital  interest 
raised  during  the  debates  was  the  remark  by  the  board  that  the  rat© 
of  dividends  would  be  lowered  to  8  per  cent  in  the  future  as  a  result 
of  the  augmentation  of  the  capital.  Every  one  of  the  proposals  was 
decided  upon  in  the  affirmative.    The  only  alteration  was  the  raising 

>  The  Nippon  Tnsen  Knislia,  wbose  paid-up  capital  has  been  22,000,000  yen  (tlO,- 
056,000),  is  stated  by  the  Japanese  Government  Yearbooli  for  1914  to  liave  had  a 
reserve  fund  of  37,007,313  yen  ($18,420,640).  It  is  by  far  the  largest  of  the  Japanese 
shipping  lines,  its  82  vessels  operating  In  1013,  according  to  these  Goremment  statistics, 
having  a  total  of  340,017  gross  tons  out  of  a  total  of  785,190  gross  tons  for  all  Japa- 
nese steamship  companies.  Its  receipts  in  United  States  currency  for  1013  were :  Earn- 
ings, $13,894,811;  misceilaneous,  $1,145,204;  shipping  bounties  and  subsidies,  $2,408,300. 
Expenditures  were  $14,020,863.  Net  earnings  were  $2,926,642.  Amount  brought  for- 
ward from  1912  was  $405,234.  Distribution  for  1913  was  as  follows :  Reserve.  $l,e8ft- 
817 ;  bonuses,  $78,261 ;  dividend  at  10  per  cent,  $1,006,000 ;  carried  forward,  «472,50S. 
Besides  engaging  In  domestic  trade  (including  Farmosa  and  Karafuto  service*),  tlM 
Nippon  Yusen  Kalsha  runs  regnlar  services  on  tne  European,  North  American,  Australian, 
Calcutta,  Sliangbai,  Vladivostolc,  and  North  China  lines.  The  financial  returns  of  tin 
company's  operations  for  the  6  months  ended  Har.  31,  1916,  were  given  in  CouuwMOt 
Bkpobts  for  July  31,  1015.  Frequent  references  have  also  recently  appeared  In  CM- 
UBRCB  BiFOBTs  ■*  to  its  Bcrvices  to  American  porta. 
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of  the  rate  of  fund  for  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  fleet  to  5  per 
cent  per  annum  instead  of  2^  per  cent  per  annum  as  previously 
recommended. 

BOHEUIAN  HOP  CBOP. 

IConsal  Charles  L.  Hoover,  Fragae,  Bohemia,  Austria,  Ansr.  9.1 

The  Prager  Tacblatt,  in  commenting  on  this  season's  hop  crop, 
says  in  its  issue  of  August  8 : 

We  have  had  rather  frequent  rains  during  the  last  three  weeks,  and 
although  each  shower  was  of  short  duration  the  rainfall  was  sufficient  to  give 
new  life  to  the  plants  and  to  stop  their  turning  yellow.  The  rains,  some  of 
which  were  stormy,  were  in  general,  warm,  and  were,  at  any  rate,  not  un- 
favorable to  the  further  development  of  the  blossoms.  However,  since  last 
report,  the  condition  of  the  hops  has  not  changed.  What  was  sun  scorched' 
remained  yellow,  and  that  which  was  strong  and  healthy  remained  so. 

As  we  are  Just  at  the  beginning  of  the  harvest  further  change  is  not  to  be 
expected  and  therefore  the  crop  may  be  estimated  with  reasonable  certainty 
at  about  half  that  of  1014;  that  Is  to  say,  It  will  amount  to  something  lilte 
100,000  zentners  [zentner=110.23  pounds]  or  perhaps  a  little  more.  The  re- 
duced beer  production  In  this  country  and  the  Impossibility  of  exporting  to 
enemy  and  transoceanic  countries  make  higher  prices  unlikely  and  the  first 
quotations  will  probably  be  80  to  100  crowns  per  zentner  [14.7  to  18.4  cents 
per  pound].  Practically  all  the  1914  Saaz  hops  have  been  sold,  the  small 
remainder  being  quoted  at  80  to  95  crowns  per  zeatner  [14.7  to  17.4  cents  per 
j^und]. 

San^ested  TXie  of  foreign  Bagi. 

The  same  periodical  makes  the  following  comment  regarding  the 
situation  as  affected  by  the  export  embargo  on  hop  sacks : 

According  to  the  export  embargo  on  sacks  which  was  published  In  the  Reichs- 
gesetzblatt  of  January  22,  1915,  when  hops  are  exported  in  domestic  sacks  a 
bond  amounting  to  3  crowns  per  kilo  [27.6  cents  per  pound]  of  sack  freight 
must  be  given,  and  when  the  reimportation  of  the  sacks  does  opt  take  place 
Vrlthin  three  months  this  bond  Is  forfeited.  An  excepUon  is  made  only  in  the 
case  of  oversea  trade,  which,  however,  does  not  enter  into  the  question  at  all 
owing  tO'  the  present  state  of  war.  As  the  reimportation  of  the  empty  hop  sacks 
within  two  months  is  impossible,  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  brewers  do  not 
use  their  hops  for  mouths  and  that  hops  can  not  be  resacked  without  danger 
of  ^rlous  damage,  this  bond  has  the  eftect  of  an  export  duty.  This  will  injure 
the  hop  Industry  all  the  more,  as,  owing  to  the  cessation  of  the  oversea  export 
trade,  only  a  modest  fraction  of  the  export  in  normal  times  can  be  placed  In 
foreign  markets  this  year.  This  market  Is  much  needed  owing  to  the  reduced 
domestic  demand  for  hops  on  account  of  the  limiting  of  the  production  of  beer. 
■  rn  this  situation  It  would  appear  to  be  most  advisable  to  facilitate  the  use  of 
foreign  hop  sacks  through  simplifying  the  customs  control.  In  this  sense  the 
Sbciety  of  Hophandlers  in  Saaz,  the  Union  of  Hophaudlers  of  Bohemia,  and 
the  Society  of  the  Saaz  Hop-producing  Communities  have  presented  a  Joint  peti- 
tion to  the  Ministry  of  Finance  asking  that  the  customs  authorities  at  Saaz  l>e 
empowered  to  mark  such  empty  foreign  sacks  as  arrive  so  that  when  the  sacks 
are  filled  export  certificates  may  be  issued  at  once  and  the  hops  shipped  without 
delay. 

MOBE  SFDHLES  FOB  JAPANESE  KILL. 

[Comnil  B.  C&rleton  Baker,  Nagasaki,  Aag.  12.1 

It  is  reported  in  the  local  press  that  the  Nagasaki  spinning  factory, 
which  recently  added  2,000  spindles  to  its  plant,  brmging  the  total 
up  to  20,000,  has  decided  to  install  6,000  more  and  to  increase  its 
stafif  by  250  girls.  The  factory  already  gives  employment  to  850 
females. 
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FOSEI&H  TABIFFS. 

BRITISH  IHVIA. 
[Board  of  Trade  Jonmal,  Aug.  10,  1015.] 
Bettrletloiu  es  Cocaine  Preparatloits. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Sea  Customs  Act,  1878,  the  Governor  Grcneral 
of  India,  in  addition  to  prohibiting  the  importation  by  post  of  opium, 
cocaine,  and  certain  other  drugs  and  preparations  thereof,  restricted 
the  further  importation  of  such  products  to  persons  specially  au- 
thorized or  their  agents.  It  has  now  been  provided  by  a  customs 
circular  promulgated  July  9,  1915,  that  tlie  following  medicinal 
preparations  containing  cocaine  and  other  derivatives  of  the  coca 
plant  may  be  imported  without  restriction,  except  by  post :  Products 
containing  not  more  than  one-sixteenth  grain  of  cocaine  hydro- 
chloride, or  other  derivative  of  the  coca  plant  to  each  tablet,  troche, 
pastille,  lamella,  or  fluid  dram,  so  intimately  blended  with  otiiec 
drugs  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  such  preparations  to  be  used  as  a 
source  of  cocaine.  The  labels  of  such  preparations  must  state  the 
name  of  the  manufacturer  and  the  amount  of  cocaine  hydrochloride 
or  other  derivative  of  the  coca  plant  contained  therein.  While 
products  falling  within  the  above  definition  may  not  be  imported  by 
post,  inland  transportation  by  post  will  in  the  future  be  permitted. 
[For  previous  notices  regarding  the  importation  of  prohibited  prepa- 
rations into  British  India  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  3,  p.  90,  and 
No.  16,  p.  54.] 

FBEKCH  C0L0HIS8. 

[Jonnial  Offieiel,  Anc  19,  1916.] 

Authority  to  Sotpencl  Import  Sntlet. 

A  French  law  of  August  14,  1915,  ratified  a  decree  of  August  22, 
1914,  authorizing  the  Governors  of  French  colonies  to  suspend  the 
import  and  export  duties  applicable  to  foodstuffs  and  other  articles 
of  prime  necessity  at  any  time  prior  to  the  conclusion  of  the  Euro- 
pean War.  Unless  otherwise  ordered,  all  import  and  export  duties  in 
force  prior  to  August  22, 1914,  are  to  be  restored  withm  six  months 
after  the  signing  of  a  treaty  of  peace. 

BBUBlOir. 

(Journal  Offlctel,  July  31,  1015.] 
Tariff  Changes. 

A  French  presidential  decree  of  July  28, 1915,  provides  that  refined 
petroleum,  schist,  and  other  mineral  illuminating  oils,  as  well  as 
essences  of  mineral  oils,  imported  from  foreign  countries  shall  be 
dutiable  at  10  francs  per  hectoliter  instead  of  at  14  francs  per  100 
kilos.  The  same  decree  establishes  the  following  new  duties  on  sugar 
imported  into  Reunion,  which  was  formerly  subject  to  the  rates  pre- 
scnbed  by  the  French  customs  tariff  (per  100  Idlos,  net  weight) : 
Eaw  sugar,  the  estimated  yield  in  refined  sugar  being  not  more  than 
98  per  cent,  5.50  francs;  raw  sugar,  the  estimated  yield  in  refined 
sugar  being  more  than  98  per  cent,  6  francs;  refined  sugar,  including 
candy  sugar,  6  francs. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBOE  BSFOBIS.  1279 

BIEKKA  LEONK 

[Board  ot  Trade  Journal,  Aagi  10,  1915.] 
Tariff  Increase. 

An  order  in  council  approved  by  the  Le^slative  Council  of  Sierra 
Leone  July  21,  1915,  provides  for  considerable  increases  in  the 
specific  duties  applicable  to  firearms,  ammunition,  wines,  spirits, 
tobacco,  oils,  and  lumber  imported  into  the  colony,  and  raises  from 
10  to  12^  per  cent  ad  valorem  the  rate  of  duty  imposed  on  articles 
not  mentioned  in  the  tari£F.  As  very  few  products  are  specified  in 
the  customs  tariff  of  Sierra  Leone,  the  latter  provision  is  practically 
equivalent  to  a  general  increase. 


COGNAC  BOTTLE  FACTOBT  B^SVMES  OFEBATIOH. 

[Consol  Kennetb  Stnart  PattoB,  La  Rochelle,  France,  Ang.  12;  snpplementlnK  report 

pabllshed  Jane  30.] 

The  shortage  of  bottles  in  the  brandy  trade  resulting  from  the 
unexpected  closing  of  the  bottle  factory  (Verrerie  Boucher)  at 
Cognac,  France,  in  May,  1915,  is  about  ended.  The  factory  has 
decided  to  resume  work  early  in  September  and  in  the  meantime  is 
disposing  of  its  stock  at  25  francs  ($4.83)  per  hundred.  It  is  stated 
that  this  price  will  be  maintained. 

The  cognac  trade  has  not  suffered  much  from  the  temporary 
closing  of  the  factory  as  most  of  the  firms  had  a  sufficient  supply  on 
band  to  tide  tliem  over  until  the  reopening  of  the  bottle  works. 
Had  the  factory  decided  to  close  down  for  a  longer  period,  the 
brandy  trade  would  have  been  seriously  affected. 


SAMPLES  OP  PAPEB. 


The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  a  large 
number  of  catalogues  and  samples  showing  prices  and  grades  of 

giper  in  use  in  various  foreign  countries.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
ureau  to  place  tliese  samples  in  its  branch  offices  and  in  the  offices 
of  commercial  organizations  throughout  the  country,  in  order  that 
American  firms  may  have  an  opportunity  to  inspect  them.  These 
samples  accompanied  the  consular  reports  which  were  published  in 
the  monograph  entitled  "Paper  and  stationary  trade  of  the  world." 
The  Bureau  will  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  any  American  firms 
interested  in  examining  tiiese  samples  before  the  complete  itinerary 
is  prepared. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Cvstomhonse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
OmcaKo,  B04  Pederal  BuildlnK;  St.  Louis,  402  Tliird  National  Bank  Bulldinir; 
Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Bnildlng;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hibemia  Bank  Bnilding;  San 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


A  Fort  Francis,  Ontario,  company  has  sold  its  entire  stock  of 
lumber,  comprising  over  9,000,000  feet,  to  a  Minneapolis  lumber 
company. 
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FOBEIOH  TEADE  OPPOBTTrNITIES. 

[Wbcre  addresses  are  omitted  tbef  may  be  obtaloed  from  tbe  Baresa  or  Its  bramek 

oillcea.] 

Saberdathery,  No.  18277. — A  firm  In  Africa  Informs  an  American  consnlar 
officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full  information  relative  to 
children's  novelties,  cotton  yarn,  fezzes,  haberdashers'  supplies,  small 
scales,  and  wrapping  paper.  C.  1.  f.  quotations  are  desired.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 

Surgical  instrument!,  drugs,  etc.,  No.  18278. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  Russia  has  forwarded  the  name  and  address 
of  a  buslQess  man  in  that  country  who  is  in  the  market  for  drugs  and 
chemicals,  thermometers,  surgical  instruments,  etc. 

Picture  molding.  No.  18279. — One  of  the  commercial  agents  of  the  Bureau  in 
South  America  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in 
Argentina  who  desires  to  correspond  with  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  picture  molding.  Catalogues  and  full  information  should  be 
sent  at  once.  Cash  will  be  paid  against  shipping  documents  in  the  foreign 
port.    Bank  reference  is  given. 

Machine  for  making  horsesJioes,  No.  18280. — ^The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a 
request  from  a  man  In  Russia  Intimating  his  desire  to  be  placed  In  com- 
munication with  American  firms  manufacturing  stands  for  horseshoe 
making.  He  states  that  three  rollers  would  be  required  to  plate  bars  of 
iron  i  inch  by  1  inch,  1  inch  by  i  Inch,  and  li  inches  by  i  inch.  The 
rollers  must  plate  hot  burning  bars  of  about  15  inches  long  before  balf- 
bendlng  and  may  have  any  view. 

Motor  trucks,  No.  18281. — ^A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  in  Central  America 
writes  relative  to  a  possible  opportunity  for  the  sale  of  motor  trucks  for 
the  transportation  of  coffee.  He  recommends  the  shipment  to  that  country 
of  such  a  truck  In  charge  of  a  demonstrating  mechanic.  He  states  that 
arrangements  can  be  made  with  the  customs  officials  for  the  free  entry 
of  the  truck  for  demonstration  purposes. 

Owide  of  zinc.  No.  18282.— A  publishing  firm  in  the  United  States  informs  the 
Bureau  that  a  correspondent  in  Spain  desires  to  purchase  oxide  of  cine 
far  the  manufacture  of  enamel. 

Olats-  inkwells.  No.  1828d. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  Great  Britain  Informs  this  Bureau  that  his  office  Is  in  receipt  of 
a  request  for  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  so-called  clinker-glass  inkwells. 

General  representation.  No.  18284.— A  commercial  agent  of  this  Bureau  reports 
that  a  representative  of  a  well-established  dry-goods  firm  In  Australasia  Is 
now  visiting  in  this  country  and  wishes  to  get  In  touch  with  leading  maan- 
facturers  with  a  view  of  securing  agencies  for  all  classes  of  hoidery,  outer- 
wear, flannelettes,  shirtings,  cotton  suiting,  cotton  dress  materials,  fleeced 
cloths,  denims,  and  dungarees  (overalls  and  jumpers). 

Lumber,  agricultural  machinery,  etc.,  No.  18285.— A  Arm  In  Cypress  wishes  to 
correspond  with  American  firms  selling  lumber,  agricultural  machinery, 
medicines,  etc.,  for  which  they  have  actual  orders.  Quotations  should  be 
c.  i.  f.  Cypress  or  Alexandria  (Egypt),  Inclusive  of  2  per  cent  commission. 
Payment  cash  against  shipping  documents  through  a  bank  in  the  United 
States.    Bank  references  given. 

Lubricating  oils,  waste,  and  printing  supplies.  No.  18286. — The  commercial 
attach^  of  this  Bureau  in  Chile  reports  that  the  State  Railways  have  asked 
for  bids  for  lubricating  oils  and  woste,  according  to  specifications  of  1916, 
on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  total  weights  requested  In  kilograms  follow:  Axle  grease, 
1,300,000;  locomotive  oils,  650,000;  and  packing  and  cleaning  waste,  630,000. 
The  bids  will  be  oiiened  October  12,  1915.  Bids  will  also  be  opened  by  the 
State  Railways  on  October  14, 1915,  for  a  large  variety  of  printing  supplies, 
including  paper  of  various  weights,  leather  for  binding,  starch,  glue,  and 
Ink.    Bids  should  be  made  through  a  local  agent 
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SOTTTH  APBICA'S  DIFOETS  FOE  JULY. 

[Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Town,  Aug;.  6.] 

South  Africa's  imports  for  July,  which  aggregated  $15,266,668 
in  value,  were  $619,476  in  excess  of  those  for  the  corresponding 
month  or  last  year.  Imports  at  Port  Elizabeth,  East  London,  and 
Durban  showed  gains,  while  receipts  at  Cape  Town  and  through 
the  port  of  Lcurenco  Marques,  in  Portuguese  East  Africa,  fell  be- 
low the  figures  for  July,  1914.  The  respective  values  were:  Cape 
Town,  $3,072,494  (against  $3,296,835  in  July,  1914) ;  Port  Elizabeth, 
$3,860,751  (against  $3,827,274) ;  East  London,  $1,567,023  (against 
$1,271,919);  Durban,  $5,295,720  (against  $4,230,571);  Lourenco 
Marques,  $1,244,160  (against  $1,831,483) ;  other  ports  and  stations, 
$226,520  (agamst  $189,110). 


NEW  AUEBICAN-AirSTBALIAN  CAB60  SEEVICE. 

(Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittaln,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales.] 

The  recent  arrival  of  the  Colusa  inaugurated  a  new  line  of  steamers 
between  the  United  Statee  and  Sydney.  Two  other  vessels  belonging 
to  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.  are  to  follow,  and  it  is  expected  that  these  three 
will  give  a  regular  cargo  service  between  Sydney  and  Atlantic  ports, 
carrying  as  well  a  limited  number  of  passengers.  The  Colusa,  which 
is  a  vessel  of  5,732  tons,  has  accommodations  for  40  passengers. 

Thirty -seven  ships  have  arrived  at  Sydney  since  January  1,  coming 
from  various  ports  of  the  United  States.  The  greater  number  were 
lumber  schooners  from  the  Pacific  coast.  It  is  said  that  more  than  60 
schooners  have  been  chartered  for  Sydney  and  will  arrive  within  the 
next  few  months. 

CONSVLAE  TEADE  CONTEEENCES. 

American  Consul  Cornelius  Ferris,  jr.,  stationed  at  Bluefields, 
Nicaragua,  will  make  his  headquarters  at  the  branch  office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  room  752,  Oliver  Build- 
ing, Boston,  Mass.,  until  September  20,  where  he  will  be  glad  to  con- 
fer with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  desiring  informa- 
tion relative  to  trade  conditions  and  possible  markets  for  American 
goods  in  Nicaragua  and  the  River  Plate  region  of  South  America. 
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COCONUT  IRBUSTBY  OP  BBITISH  NOXTH  BOBITEO. 

[Vice  Consul  7obii  Nlmmo  Wardrop,  Sandakan,  July  12.] 

An  interesting  article  on  the  cultivation  of  coconuts  in  Borneo 
recently  appeared  in  one  of  the  Singapore  papers.  It  was  written  by 
a  senior  Government  official,  the  Resident  of  the  East  Coast  district, 
and  can  be  taken  as  fairly  reliable.  After  stating  that  more  interest 
is  now  being  manifested  in  the  development  of  the  coconut  industry 
than  ever  before,  and  that  it  is  becommg  more  and  more  difficult  to 
acquire  suitable  land  in  the  Malay  Peninsula,  the  Resident  continues : 
Ceylon  already  has  a  million  acres  of  land  under  coconuts,  while 
North  Borneo,  enjoying  very  similar  climatic  conditions  and  almost 
equally  favorable  laoor  facilities,  can  boast  but  a  few  thousand  acres. 
The  reason  for  this  is  mainly  that  North  Borneo  is  away  from  the  regu- 
lar track,  and  investors  are  naturally  drawn  first  to  such  countries  as 
the  Malay  Peninsula  and  Ceylon,  where  conditions  and  results  have 
been  well  proved.  But  the  time  is  coming  when  they  must  go  farther 
afield,  and  North  Borneo  lies  ready  at  hand. 

Steamer  Service* — Telegraphic  Communloatloii. 

"I  shall  endeavor  in  the  space  of  this  article  to  answer  satisfac- 
torily such  inquiries  as  would  naturally  be  expected  from  one  seeking 
land  in  the  State  of  North  Borneo.  The  country  has  an  extensive 
coast  line,  indented  at  almost  equidistant  points  by  five  excellent 
harbors,  between  which  a  double  service  of  steamers  maintains  regu- 
lar commimication.  The  Chartered  Co.  has  for  some  years  very  seri- 
ously applied  itself  to  the  problem  of  creating  for  ite  ports  a  trade 
that  shall  repay  the  capital  expended  on  the  various  improvements 
which  are  continually  being  added.  North  Borneo  is  linked  with 
Singapore,  Hongkong,  and  the  south  Philippine  Islands  by  British 
steamers  affording  conditions  of  travel  closely  approaching  the  lux- 
urious. The  Sabah  Steamship  Co.,  a  local  enterprise,  has  lately 
built  and  put  on  the  rim  a  very  fine  new  steamer  in  addition  to  two 
smaller  steamers  that  for  many  years  have  been  of  the  greatest  value 
to  the  country. 

"  In  the  matter  of  telegraphic  communication,  as  long  ago  as  1906 
the  Chartered  Co.  realized  that  an  overhead  wire  through  dense 
jungle  could  never  be  relied  upon  as  a  faultless  system.  Four  wireless 
installations  have  now  replaced  the  old  line.  Such  is  the  reply  to  the 
first  inquiry  to  be  expected  as  to  how  one  may  get  to  Borneo,  and 
whether  one  is  cut  off  from  the  world  when  there. 

Development  of  the  Territory. 

"Next  to  its  railway,  which  brings  the  magnificent  valley  of  the 
Padas  River  into  direct  touch  with  uie  West  Coast  port  of  Jesselton, 
the  Chartered  Co.  has  exptended  most  of  its  energies  in  endeavoring 
to  discover  what  its  territory  [see  Supplement  59a  to  Comhebcb 
Reports  for  June  15,  1915]  contains  and  what  form  of  development 
is  most  likely  to  prove  successful.  That  agriculture  is  the  line  of 
advance  there  can  be  no  question.  Borneo  rubber  estates  have  done 
wonders  and  compare  for  growth  and  condition  very  favorably  with 
other  countries.  We  are  not  likely  to  see  any  extension  of  this  indus- 
try, but  we  have  up  our  sleeve  perhaps  some  of  the  finest  coconut  land 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iOOMMEBGE  BEPOBTS.  1283 

in  the  world.    This  may  sound  like  an  exaggeration,  but  it  is  a  fact 
which  will  bear  the  closest  investigation. 

"  So  far,  with  two  important  exceptions,  coconut  lands  are  held  by 
private  persons.  Many  Asiatics  have  acquired  considerable  wealtn 
from  their  coconut  gardens,  but  European  enterprise  has  been  back- 
ward. There  are,  however,  two  good  examples  in  the  Lahad  Datu 
Culture  Co.'s  estate  of  1,400  acres  in  Darvel  Bay  and  the  Merguan 
estate  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandakan.  At  Sandakan,  Kudat,  Lahad 
Datu,  and  Tawao  the  areas  under  cultivation  increase  steadily  from 
year  to  year. 

Acquisition  of  Plantation  Sites. 

"Agricultural  land  can  be  obtained  by  direct  communication  to 
the  Governor  in  North  Borneo  or,  in  the  case  of  large  areas,  to  the 
Court  of  Directors  in  London.  Recent  legislation  has  decreed  that 
no  State  lands  shall,  as  formerly,  be  acquired  by  purchase  and  that 
Isitid  will  be  alienated  only  on  payment  of  an  annual  quit  rent.  A 
premium  may  or  may  not  be  demanded;  in  the  case  of  coconuts 
especially  easy  terms  may  be  obtained.  In  no  case  does  the  quit  rent 
on  coconut  land  exceed  $1.39  United  States  gold  per  acre,  and  a 
greatly  reduced  rental  can  be  obtained  during  the  first  five  years  of 
development.  The  surveying  of  lands  and  the  preparation  of  titles 
are  undertaken  by  the  Survey  and  Land  departments,  while  the  direct 
supervision  of  lands  is  relegated  to  the  (collectors  of  Land  Revenue 
in  their  respective  districts. 

"  The  applicant  is  left  practically  a  free  hand  in  the  selection  of  his 
land,  subject  to  such  reservations  as  native  or  communal  rights  and 
restriction  of  frontage  on  river  banks,  roads,  and  railways.  Once 
the  land  has  been  selected  and  a  temporary  occupation  license  issued, 
the  planter  may  go  ahead  and  fell  the  jungle.  When  he  has  satis- 
factorily completed  his  business  with  the  Land  Office  the  planter  will 
have  to  deal  with  the  Protectorate,  which  takes  the  place  of  the 
Labor  Department  in  the  Malay  States,  and  the  Medical  Department. 

labor  Plentiful — Sanitary  Supervision. 

"  No  difficulty  need  be  anticipated  in  the  matter  of  obtaining  labor. 
There  are  Hongkong,  Java,  and  Singapore  on  which  to  draw,  and 
sufficient  reinitable  agencies  exist  in  the  various  centers  through 
which  a  labor  force  can  be  collected  at  reasonable  expense.  Labor 
troubles  are  a  rarity,  and  estates  receive  frequent  visits  from  dis- 
trict officers  who  exercise  the  powers  of  assistant  protectors. 

"The  medical  department  supervises  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
estates.  Plans  for  coolie  lines,  bungalows,  water  supply,  and  kindred 
matters  are  submitted  to  the  principal  medical  officer  for  approval. 
The  regulations  on  both  these  subjects  very  closely  resemble  those  in 
existence  in  the  Malay  States  and  can  by  no  means  be  considered 
irksome. 

Coconut  Areas — Capital  Ifeeded- 

"The  prospective  coconut  planter  has  a  rich  and  almost  inex- 
haustible extent  of  land  from  which  to  make  his  selection,  and  he 
would  be  best  guided  by  his  own  judgment  after  spending  some  time 
in  looking  around.    There  is  no  necessity  to  go  far  afield ;  in  Darvel 
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Bay  and  Sibnco  Bay  on  the  East  Coast,  in  particular,  available  land 
lies  close  to  the  ports  of  Lahad  Datu  and  Tawao.  From  Sandakan 
also  new  lands  will  shortly  be  rendered  available  by  the  ctmstmction 
of  the  first  five  miles  of  a  road  destined  eventually  to  reach  the  heart 
of  the  country.  In  any  case  the  coast  line  everywhere  is  cut  into 
by  tidal  rivers  navigable  by  steam  launch,  and  many  estates  have 
been  opened  on  the  banks  of  such  rivers.  Care  shoofd  be  taken  on 
the  East  Coast  to  avoid  rivers  exposed  to  the  northeast  monsoon. 

"  The  capitalization  of  a  coconut  estate  will  be  no  higher  than  in 
Ceylon  or  the  Malay  States.  The  average  cost  of  bringing  a  tree  into 
bearing  should  not  exceed  $0.83  United  States  gold,  and  in  <Mie  case, 
where  the  trees  are  bearing  nuts  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  year  at 
Gawa  Gawa  in  Darvel  Bay,  the  cost  was  considerably  less  than  that 
sum.  Fencing  is  everywhere  a  necessity,  but  a  strong  timber  fence 
made  from  trees  felled  on  the  estate  does  not  add  seriously  to  the  cfist 
of  opening.  Seedlings  are  not  obtainable  in  very  large  quantities  yet, 
and  would  probably,  in  the  case  of  a  large  estate,  have  to  be  imported. 
The  local  price  is  about  $7.78  gold  per  hundred,  but  as  much  as  $11 
is  paid  for  the  best  qualities. 

"  The  State  collects  an  export  duty  of  2J  per  cent  on  the  value  of 
copra  exported,  but  beyond  that  .ind  the  rent  no  further  taxation 
exists  at  present  with  the  exception  of  import  dues  on  various  com- 
modities. 

STBIEING  IHCBEASE  IH  HAZATIAH  EZFOSTS. 

(Cooiiul  WIUUuu  E.  Alger,  Mazatlao,  Slnaloa,  Mexico,  Aug.  14.] 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  dis- 
turbed conditions  in  Mexico  have  had  little  harmful  effect  on  the 
exports  from  the  Mazatlan  district  to  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
current  year  a  substantial  increase  in  the  declared  value  of  such 
shmments  is  presaged. 

During  1909  the  total  declared  value  of  the  merchandise  invoiced 
at  the  Mazatlan  consulate  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  was 
$3,512,211;  in  1910,  the  declared  values  totaled  $3,719,750;  in  1911, 
$3,578,025;  in  1912,  $4,611,448;  in  1913,  $3,758,010;  and  in  1914  (the 
exceptional  year  referred  to,  during  the  first  seven  months  of  which 
the  port  was  closed),  $1,142,505.  From  January  1  to  July  31  of  the 
present  year  the  invoices  certified  at  this  consulate  have  had  an 
aggregate  value  of  $3,623,271,  to  which  siun  should  be  added  about 
$ljOOO,000  shipped  from  Los  Mochis  agency. 

The  declared  exports  from  the  Mazatlan  district  to  the  United 
States  for  the  complete  year  1915  will  probably  total  $6,000,000. 

NEW  HATCH  FACTOBT  IH  MAHCHTJBIA. 

[Consul  General  P.  S.  Heintzleman,  Hukdcn,  Ang.  0.] 

The  Kirin  Match  Co.  (Japanese)  is  to  establish  a  branch  factory  at 
Changchun.  The  consent  of  the  Japanese  consulate  in  that  city  has 
been  obtained  and  orders  for  the  necessary  machinery  have  been 
placed. 

As  there  already  exists  at  Changchun  the  Changchun  Match  Co. 
(capitalized  at  $150,000)  some  opposition  was  made,  but  it  was  over- 
come. The  Kirin  mill  has  a  capital  of  $22,500,  of  which  sum  $10,000 
was  subscribed  by  the  Kirin  Trading  Co. 
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lATIN-AlIEBICAN  HABEETS  FOB  BIT  SAWS. 
abgekthta.* 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina.] 

According  to  the  1910  census  there  were  283  sawmills  in  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  which  employed  a  total  of  8,081  persons.  The  value  of 
local  material  used  was  $4)923,500. 

The  timber  cut  is  quebracho.  Chiseled-bit  or  inserted-tooth  circu- 
lar saws  are  the  only  saws  that  will  successfully  cut  quebracho  with- 
out overheating. 

The  imports  of  all  machine  saws  for  1912  were  233,038  pounds.  The 
principal  countries  of  supply  were:  France,  82,507  pounds;  Great 
Britain,  52,274  pounds;  Germany,  50,899  pounds;  United  States, 
44,100  pounds.  In  1913  the  total  imports  were  244,523  pounds,  and 
in  the  first  six  months  of  1914  they  were  85,608  pounds. 
'  The  exports  of  auebracho  logs  in  1912  were  279,342  tons,  with  the 
following  principal  countries  or  destination :  British  Empire,  216,541 
Ions;  United  States,  19,922  tonsj  Germany,  10,841  tons.  In  1913  the 
exports  were  383,964  tons,  and  in  the  first  six  months  of  1914  they 
were  201,675  tons.    No  other  timber,  lumber,  or  log  is  exported. 

Sources  of  Supply — Prices — Depression  in  auebracho  Logging  Industry, 

The  principal  sources  of  supply  of  inserted-tooth  circular  saws  are 
France,  England,  Italy,  and  the  United  States.  Local  selling  prices 
on  the  sizes  most  in  use  are : 


Diameter. 

Price. 

Diameter. 

Price. 

*25.00 
43.25 
43.25 
62.  £0 
62.40 

44  inches 

S76  f  0 

30  inches 

64  inches 

139.20 

CO  inches 

193  00 

G8 inches 

249.60 

40  Incbes 

Inserted  teeth  are  sold  for  $4.60  per  hundred. 

The  depression  in  the  quebracho  logging  industry  caused  by  the 
cutting  on  of  the  general  European  market  has  caused  a  very  seri- 
ous crisis  in  this  industry.  Until  a  new  market  is  found  for  que- 
bracho logs  there  will  be  little  chance  to  introduce  sawmill  material 
of  any  sort  into  this  country.  For  the  past  two  years  the  quebracho 
logging  industry  (which  is  the  only  timber  industry  of  Argentina) 
has  been  in  a  depressed  condition,  owing  to  the  oversupply  of  the 
general  market  for  this  commodity. 

[Consul  William  Dawson,  Jr.,  Rosarlo,  Argentina.] 
Bit  Saws  Well  Introduced — Give  Best  Besnlts  With  Hard  Timl>er. 

Inserted  or  chiseled  bit  saws,  called  here  "sierras  con  dientes 
postizos,"  are  already  well  introduced  in  this  district,  especially  in 
the  Provinces  of  Santa  Fe,  Sanitago  del  Estero,  and  parts  of  Cor- 
doba, where  hardwood — quebracho — is  cut.  The  so-called  "  obrajes," 
which  prepare  quebracho  ties,  posts,  etc.,  use  inserted  saws  almost 
exclusively,  as  they  are  found  to  give  the  best  results  with  very  hard 
timber.     Small  Eosario  sawmills,  of  which  a  considerable  number 

i  with  respect  to  the  prices  qnoted  In  the  reports  In  this  series  from  Ducnos  Aires  and 
Rosarlo,  Argentina,  It  should  be  noted  that  these  two  reports  were  written  In  the  fall  of 
1014,  and  tuat 'Poftslblc  Yarlntlons  in  prices  since  that  time  arc  therefore  not  taken  into 
account.  The  publicnllon  of  the  nerics  was  dehiyed,  awaiting  the  receipt  of  certain  <^ 
the  reports,  which  were  written  In  midsummer  of  the  present  year. 
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prepare  pine  and  other  soft  lumber  for  the  ultimate  consumer,  as 
well  as  sawmills  in  the  Province  of  Tucuman  and  other  parts  of  the 
district,  where  cedar,  walnut,  and  similar  timber  is  worked,  use 
chiefly  band  saws.  For  such  purposes  the  band  saw  is  preferred  on 
account  of  the  finer  cut  and  consequent  reduction  in  wa^.  Judging 
from  statements  made  by  dealers  and  users,  it  does  not  appear  likely 
that  the  market  for  inserted  saws  will  increase  outside  of  the  que- 
bracho industry. 

The  demand  for  such  saws  in  quebracho  "obrajes"  will  depend 
lareely  on  railway  development.  The  use  of  quebracho  ties  is  com- 
pulsory on  all  new  constructions.  There  isj  of  course,  a  vast  field  for 
railway  extension  in  Argentina,  especially  m  the  southern  territories. 
New  lines  and  plans  for  the  completion  of  existing  nets  are,  however, 
confronted  witn  the  difficulty  of  securing  capital.  The  closing  of 
the  German  market  for  quabracho  logs  a^o  affects  unfavorably  the 
exploitation  of  the  "  obrajes  "  and  consequently  the  demand  for  in- 
serted saws. 

Hnmber  Sold  by  Dealers — Saw*  from  United  States. 

Bit  saws  are  handled  by  8  or  10  firms  at  Rosario,  although  mdst 
of  the  business  is  in  the  hands  of  three  lar;^  concerns  with  main 
offices  at  Buenos  Aires  and  branches  in  this  city.  The  jprincipal  im- 
porting house,  which  makes  a  specialty  of  sawmill  supplies,  estimates 
that  in  its  Rosario  and  Buenos  Aires  stores  together  it  sells,  under 
normal  conditions,  about  400  inserted  saws  a  year.  It  appears  safe 
to  say  that  more  than  1,000  such  saws  are  sold  annually  to  mills  in 
this  district.  Importers  handling  saws  carry  a  stock  of  supply  parts 
teeth,  adjusters,  and  wrenches.  ' 

Inserted  saws  come  chiefly  from  the  United  States.  One  of  the 
leading  dealers  states  that  he  has  tried  English  bit  saws,  but  found 
them  higher  in  price  and  less  satisfactory  than  the. American  which 
he  now  handles  exclusively.  ' 

Prices  Quoted  by  Importers. 

The  prices  given  below  are  quoted  by  two  of  the  leading  dealers. 
These  prices  cover  all  the  sizes  imported  by  these  firms.  The  firet 
importer  sells  Joshua  Oldham  &  Sons  saws  at  the  following  prices : 


Sizes  (B.  &  S.). 

Number 
of  toetb. 

g 

22 

8 

28 

8 

30 

8 

33 

8 

34 

Price. 


(43.43 
63.08 
67.80 
62.73 
67.55 


Sizes  (B.  &  a.). 


Number 
oftmUi. 


Price. 


m.ao 
>1.<S 
13B.93 
in.  00 


With  each  saw  two  sets  of  replace  teeth,  three  adjusters  ("  ajusta- 
dores-mcdias  lunas  ") ,  and  a  wrench  or  key  ("  Have '')  are  furnished. 
Replace  teeth  are  sold  at  $4.34  per  hundred,  adjusters  at  $0.48  each 
and  wrenches  at  $1.45  each.  : ' 

The  second  firm  sells  Henry  Disston  &  Co.  saws  at  the  following 
prices :  ^ 


Diameter. 

Price. 

Diameter. 

Price. 

24  inches 

ni.85 

38.60 
4S.3S 
SS.«7 

40  Inches 

M8.S0 

32  Inches 

44  inches 

48  Inobes „ 

a.03 

Se  Inches "' 

.» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


COMMBEOB  BEPOBTS.  1287 

This  firm  delivers  with  each  saw  10  sets  of  teeth,  1  wrench,  and  4 
adjusters  without  extra  charge.  Replace  parts  cost:  Teeth,  $0.0386 
each;  adjusters,  $0,338  each;  wrenches,  $1.45  each. 

Both  these  firms  handle  American  inserted  saws  only. 

[A  list  of  firms  handling,  or  likely  to  handle,  inserted  saws  at  Rosarlo  ac- 
companied this  report  and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  51075.] 

BRAZIL. 

[Consul  Robert  Frazer,  jr.,  Bahla,  Brazil,  June  4.) 

Bit  saws,  by  which  is  understood  saws  with  removable  teeth,  are 
not  known  here,  and  mill  owners  say  they  have  never  been  tried. 
The  latter  seemed  to  doubt  whether  they  would  cut  the  excessively 
hard  woods  so  plentiful  in  this  country  and  appeared  to  have  little 
inclination  to  experiment  with  them  on  their  own  account.  A  small 
trade  might  be  worked  up  if  saw  makers  sent  some  here  for  trial 
and  they  proved  successful  with  the  native  woods,  but  unless  this  or 
some  other  means  were  taken  to  demonstrate  their  effectiveness  it  is 
feared  that  difficulty  would  be  found  in  introducing  them. 
Types  of  Saws  Now  in  TTse. 

The  saws  now  used  in  the  two  large  local  mills  are  of  three  types — 
circular,  band,  and  gang  saws — and  come  almost  exclusively  from 
Germany  and  France,  where  owners  say  that  high-grade  blades  may 
be  purchased  cheaper  than  in  the  United  States  or  Great  Britain. 

The  sizes  of  circular  saws  range  from  8  to  32  inches  in  diameter, 
medium  sizes  being  most  used.  Gang  saws  with  from  two  to  eight 
blades  working  vertically  are  the  favorite  type.  Only  a  few  heavy 
band  saws  have  been  seen  in  operation. 

An  astonishing  variation  in  the  sizes  and  shapes  of  the  teeth  in 
different  saws  was  noted,  there  being  dozens  of  different  types  used 
to  suit  the  many  kinds  of  Brazilian  woods. 

Mill  owners  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  securing  just  the 
proper  point  of  hardness  in  saw  steel,  stating  that  if  too  hard  it 
•becomes  too  brittle  for  use  in  working  the  iron-like  woods  to  be 
sawn,  while  if  too  soft  the  teeth  rapidly  dull  and  wear  down.  The 
writer  was  shown  one  saw  of  which  the  teeth  had  been  half  rubbed  off. 

Both  mills  here  imported  their  own  tool  steel  for  plane  blades,  etc., 
from  Germany  before  the  war,  buying  it,  this  office  is  informed,  at 
the  rate  of  18  marks  per  kilo  ($1.95  per  pound)  c.  i.  f.  Bahia.    This 
price,  of  course,  did  not  include  the  customs  duty. 
Sawmill  Kaohinery  is  aerman. 

As  stated  in  a  report  on  the  Bahia  lumber  trade,  fjublished  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  February  6,  1915,  all  the  machinery  in  both  the 
mills  referred  to,  except  engines  and  boilers,  is  German.  It  was 
bought  through  a  large  German  importing  firm,  which  contracted 
for  the  complete  installation  of  all  the  machinery  on  terms  of  one- 
third  pajrment  upon  its  arrival  at  Bahia,  one-third  upon  erection,  and 
one-third  30  days  after  the  machinery  had  been  worKing  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  owner. 

[The  names  of  the  sawmills  referred  to  and  of  hardware  dealers  in  a  posi- 
tion to  import  saws  were  transmitted  with  this  reiwrt,  and  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Re- 
fer to  file  No.  62544.] 
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XEZHM. 

(CoDsnl  wnilam  W.  Canada,  Ver«  Crwt,  tttxtn-f 

Inserted  or  chiseled  bit  saws  are  well  known  in  this  c(»isular  dis- 
trict in  thf)j-e  trades  in  which  they  are  found  to  have  marked  ad- 
vantages over  other  instruments  for  cutting.  The  bit  saws  most 
genera  I  ly  used  are  those  of  the  budcsaw  and  hacksaw  variety,  but 
all  kinds  are  frequently  seen.  As  Mexico  has  come  more  and  more 
into  touch  with  the  European  countries  and  the  United  States,  the 
use  of  these  saws  has  rapidly  become  common  even  with  the  lowest 
classes,  and  tliey  have  quickly  supplanted  more  primitive  tools. 
Nevertheless,  for  rougher  work  axes  and  batches  still  find  a  place  in 
cases  where  saws  are  preferred  in  the  United  States.  In  fact,  this 
remains  a  common  practice  in  the  cutting  of  the  harder  woods,  sucb 
as  ebony,  for  slilpping  to  other  parts  of  the  Bepublic  and  abroad. 
The  quebracho  used  in  the  Republic  and  shipped  abroad  comes  froB 
farther  south,  outside  of  this  consular  district,  though  some  grows 
in  this  region. 

Bit  saws  are  sold  in  all  the  hardware  stores  in  the  towns  and 
cities,  and  can  sometimes  be  obtained  even  in  the  village  general 
stores.  The  supply  parts  also  are  kept  in  stock.  In  the  case  oi  buck- 
saws, however,  the  carpenters  do  not,  as  a  role,  buy  frames,  prefer- 
ring to  make  their  own  in  their  shops  or  bosses. 
HewssltT  of  CreAtiag  Wider  laterest — ^laXmeaee  ot  Sxehasce  Ratei. 

In  trying  to  work  up  a  market  for  bit  saws  it  wiU  be  found  that 
it  is  not  a  case  of  introducing  a  new  article  but  rather  one  of  creating 
a  wider  interest  among  the  people  and  of  supplanting  saws  of  Euro- 
pean manufacture  by  others  of  American  origin.  On  accoimt  of 
the  Euroixam  war  the  latter  task  should  not  be  as  difficult  as  formerly, 
but  the  arousing  of  a  more  extensive  interest  will  encounter  numerous 
obstacles.  It  is  often  hard  to  get  into  touch  with  possible  buyers 
in  the  inland  cities  through  agents,  catalogues,  or  letters.  In  addition 
the  building  industry,  although  not  greatly  affected  in  the  port 
of  Vera  Cruz  itself,  is  depressed  elsewhere,  along  with  other  trades 
in  which  saws  are  needed. 

The  international  money  exchange  rates,  becoming  more  and  more 
unfavorable  to  Mexico,  are  proving  mother  adverse  factor  tending  to 
prevent  the  sales  of  bit  saws,  since  the  prices  in  Mexican  money  must 
adjust  themselves  to  the  fluctuations,  and  seem  unreasonably  liigh  to 
the  Mexican  carpenters  and  other  users,  whose  incomes  remain  abont 
the  same.  Indeed,  the  prices,  although  quoted  in  Mexican  money, 
are  in  every  instance  based  on  the  currency  of  the  conntry  of  origin 
or  of  the  United  States,  and  at  this  time  are  being  kept  so  low  that 
the  profit  is  not  as  great  as  it  was  in  the  past.  Nowadays  the  local 
dealers,  when  asked  the  price  of  a  saw  in  the  Dooming,  give  a  warn- 
ing that  it  may  be  different  before  nightfalL 
TTnited  States  and  Oennany  Hare  Controlled  Karket. 

The  United  States  and  Germany  have  been  supplying  practically 
all  of  the  demand  for  bit  saws.  The  proximity  to  Mexico  has  aided 
the  United  States  in  its  trade,  and  the  existence  of  German  hardware 
houses  in  this  Republic  has  proved  of  advantage  to  G«nnany.  Li 
additiim  to  supplying  the  demand  of  their  nationals  and  advertisi]^ 
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their  wares  by  catalogues  and  correspondence,  manufacturers  in 
these  two  countries  have  developed  their  trade  by  sending  traveling 
representatives  at  frequent  intervals.  In  the  past  such  salesmen, 
always  capable  men,  have,  as  a  rule,  represented  several  manufac- 
turers of  saws  at  the  same  time  or  some  exporting  firm  handling  the 
wares  of  several  producers.  In  times  of  peace  they  have  rarely  failed 
to  obtain  excellent  results. 

[CoDsnl  Herman  L.  Spahr,  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  June  22.] 

The  United  States,  England,  and  France  supply  the  lumber  saws 
widely  used  in  Uruguay.  The  kinds  in  use  are  band,  solid  circular, 
and  mserted  and  chisel-tooth  saws.  The  inserted-tooth  circular 
saws  vary  in  diameter  from  20  to  58  inches,  the  most  used  being  the 
35,  40,  and  58  inch;  7  and  9  are  the  popular  guages,  though  they 
range  from  6  to  10.  Stocks  of  saws  and  supply  parts  are  carried 
by  various  firms  in  Montevideo  and  doubtless  also  va  Paysandu  and 
Salto,  where  the  lumber  business  is  important.  Several  makes  are 
known,  one  of  the  leaders  being  the  Disston  saw,  made  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  Atkins,  of  Indianapolis,  and  the  saws  of  Spear  &  Jack- 
son, England,  and  Panhard  &  Levasseur,  France,  are  among  the 
others.  American  saws,  it  is  said,  have  been  well  introduced  and 
in  the  case  of  inserted-tooth  saws  are  preferred. 

Woods  TTsed  In  TTraguay — Kindt  of  Saws  Employed  to  Cut  Them. 

The  soft  woods  imported  into  this  country  consist  mainly  of 
Southern  yellow  pine,  white  pine  from  Canada  and  California, 
Swedish  white  pine,  spruce  grown  in  the  Appalachian  Mountain  dis- 
tricts and  in  Canada,  Austrian  or  Bosnian  spruce,  and  Parana  pine 
(known  here  as  Brazil  pine).  Band  saws  are  much  used  for  resaw- 
ing  soft  woods,  but  the  solid  steel  circular  saw  is  generally  employed 
for  cutting  off,  ripping,  and  bolting.  This  latter  saw  is  used  in 
towns  and  cities  to  resaw  and  rip  coniferous  woods  and  to  work 
South  American  cedar,  generally  known  as  Spanish  or  cigar-box 
cedar,  and  dlamo,  which  belongs  to  the  poplar  famUy  and  is  related 
to  the  Cottonwood  and  aspen  of  the  United  States. 

Hardwoods  from  Argentina,  Paraguay,  and  southern  Brazil  are 
manufactured  into  lumber,  boards,  planKs,  and  rough  forest  prod- 
ucts— billets,  ties,  bolts,  posts,  etc. — usually  by  means  of  band  saws 
in  cities  and  ports  and  by  inserted  chisel-tooth  saws  in  the  interior 
and  rural  districts.  Uruguay  has  a  comparatively  limited  stand  of 
timber.  The  wood  cutting  is  much  more  extensive  in  Paraguay  and 
the  northern  part  of  Argentina.  Lumber  logs  are  first  slabbed  by 
the  natives,  who  wield  the  axes  with  consummate  skill.  The  princi- 
pal tropical  hardwoods  handled  are  lapacho,  uruday,  curupay, 
peterby,  palo  bianco,  quebracho  Colorado  {Qtiehrachio  lorentzii), 
quebracho  bianco  {Aspidosperma) ,  and  algarroba ;  and  although  they 
are  extremely  hard  the  natives  square  the  trunks  quickly  and  effi- 
ciently. 

Tbe  Cnttinf  of  Posts,  Poles,  Ties,  and  Pioketi. 

The  square  logs  vary  in  size  from  12  to  36  inches  face  width,  and 
it  is  said  that  about  14,000,000  feet  b.  m.  annually  come  to  the  cities 
of  Uruguay  for  manufacture,  principally  on  band  miUs.    The  trees 
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of  smaller  diameter  are  cut  for  posts,  telegraph  and  telephone  poles, 
crossties,  and  fence  pickets,  and,  from  quebracho,  bolts  for  making 
tanning  extract.  This  is  the  chief  part  of  the  lumber  industry, 
largely  confined  to  interior  sections  near  forests  with  convenient  rail 
and  water  transportation.  In  these  operations  a  circular  saw  with 
the  inserted  chisel  tooth  is  nearly  always  used.  Crossties  produced 
in  and  exported  from  Uruguay  and  neighboring  countries  are  usu- 
ally sawed  ties  and  seldom  hewn  sleepers.  Poles  are  rounded,  being 
barked  and  smoothed  with  the  ax  before  shipment.  Fence  posts  are 
generally  round,  but  large  quantities  are  squared  by  circular  saws. 

The  wood  most  used  for  ties,  poles,  and  posts  is  red  quebracho, 
which  also  yields  the  tanning  extract.  Exported  ties  are  nearly  al- 
ways of  this  wood,  but  for  locally  used  ties  lapacho,  vira  pita,  and 
curupay  are  also  common.  In  hardness  and  density  these  approach 
quebracho  and  are  nearly  as  difficult  to  manufacture.  They  are 
largely  used  for  pickets,  which  form  an  important  product  of  the 
circular  mill.  Much  of  the  fencing  in  the  rural  districts  is  of  gal- 
vanized wire,  supported  between  posts  by  wooden  pickets. 


UHE-nnCE  FACTOBUS  IN  WEST  INDIES. 

[Supplementing  reviews  In  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  June  13,  1913,  and  Apr.  8, 

1014.] 

A  Government  lime-juice  factory  is  operated  on  the  British  West 
India  island  of  St.  Lucia.  It  is  conducted  on  a  cooperative  basis. 
The  administrator  of  the  island  states  that  the  object  the  Govern- 
ment had  in  view  in  establishing  the  factory  was  to  obtain  for  the 
small  proprietors  as  good  a  price  as  possible  for  the  produce  of  their 
lime  cultivation,  and  to  encourage  them  in  extending  the  cultivation. 
The  advantage  of  the  factory's  price  of  5s.  S^d.  ($1.39)  per  barrel  of 
ripe  limes  over  the  prevailing  local  price  of  2s.  (24  cents)  immedi- 
ately prior  to  the  factory  coming  into  operation  is  believed  to  have 
already  induced  peasant  proprietors  to  plant  more  lime  trees. 

During  last  year  two  private  factories  for  the  concentration  of 
lime-juice  in  steam-heated  evaporators  were  established  and  two 
others  are  in  source  of  erection.  There  will  then  be  seven  such  fac- 
tories in  the  island,  and  similar  worlcs  are  likely  to  be  established  in 
the  near  future,  as  the  lime  plantations  approach  maturity. 

During  1913  there  were  exported  from  St.  Lucia  7,968  gallons  of 
lime-juice,  valued  at  $12,118;  158  gallons  of  essential  oil  of  limes, 
valued  at  $1,635;  and  $1,367  of  green  limes. 

The  governor  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  in  his  report  just  issued  in 
London,  states  that  the  lime  crop  of  Dominica  increased  from  284,000 
barrels  in  1909  to  391,000  barrels  in  1913.  The  flour  barrel  which  is 
generally  used  for  measuring  limes  varies  slightly  in  size,  but  the 
average  capacity  may  be  placed  at  4.55  cubic  feet.  When  filled  to 
the  top  with  limes  the  weight  of  the  contents  is  approximately  160 
pounds.  Calculated  on  this  basis  the  weight  of  the  crop  gathered 
during  1913  was  31,000  metric  tons. 

During  the  year  the  secretary  of  the  Canadian  and  West  Indian 
League  drew  attention  to  a  report  issued  by  the  chief  Government 
analyst,  Ottawa,  dealing  with  the  adulteration  of  lime  juice  in 
Canada.    The  report  states: 
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Out  of  30  samples  analyzed  only  5  fully  met  the  requirements  of  the  standard 
set  by  law.  Although  several  others  approximate  more  or  less  closely  to  It, 
the  report  shows  that  no  less  than  15  were  adulterated  according  to  the  net, 
while  quite  30  per  cent,  as  the  Government  analyst  points  out,  bore  unmis- 
takable evidence  of  having  been  reduced  by  the  addition  of  water. 

The  standard  fixed  by  the  Government  for  lime  juice  is  that  it  shall  contain 
at  least  10  iier  cent  of  solids  and  7  per  cent  of  citric  acid.  Of  the  16  samplea 
declared  as  adulterated  the  report  shows  that  10  contained  less  than  6  per 
cent  of  citric  acid,  while  three  contained  as  little  as  4.55,  3.78,  and  3.50  per  cent, 
or  little  more  than  one-half  of  the  legal  proix>rtion.  In  the  quantity  of  solids, 
of  the  same  15  samples  analyzed  no  less  than  11  contained  less  than  7  per  cent, 
while  one  of  these  had  only  5.1  of  solids,  and  one  actually  had  only  3.6,  or  about 
one-third  of  the  population  prescrit>ed  by  law.  One  of  the  samples,  which  on 
analysis  proved  to  contain  only  8.60  of  citric  acid,  showed  unmistalcable  signs 
of  dye  having  been  added  to  give  the  article  sold  the  color  of  lime  Juice. 

In  Justice  to  the  British  West  Indies  it  may  well  be  added  that  whateyer 
adulteration  occnrs  does  not  take  place  there,  but  in  the  countries  where  the 
article  is  prepared. 

Dominica's  exports  of  lime  products  and  their  value  during  1913 
were  as  follows: 


Product. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Canaeotnted  Unu  jnlM 

Raw  lime  juice 

gallons.. 

do.... 

lSg,«74 

836,728 

4.0S4 

43,832 

616 

822,330 

6,370 

1,506 

$296,088 
,3.401 

Raw  Jolce  cordial 

do... 

1,698 

Green  lioMS 

barrels.. 

191,244 

Pickled  limes 

do.... 

1,124 

Citrate  of  lime       

pounds 

82,857 

Essential  oU  of  Umes 

17,641 

r>^j>  of  Ijn^ai^      ,    , 

do 

30,211 

The  increases  in  value  over  the  Dominica  crop  of  1912  amounted  to 
$223,805, 

The  lime  industry  in  Montserrat  continued  to  suffer  during  the 
year  from  attaclis  of  pests  and  diseases.  These  have  continued  to 
form  the  subject  of  investigations  by  the  Agricultural  Department, 
and  a  considerable  series  of  spraying  trials  were  laid  out  in  this  con- 
nection. The  exports  of  limes  and  lime  products  from  Montserrat 
for  1913  were  valued  at  $28,790. 

In  Antigua  interest  in  lime  cultivation  as  a  minor  industry  under 
suitable  conditions  continues  to  be  sustained.  A  moderate  area  has 
now  been  planted  up  in  the  crop.  The  demand  for  plants  fell  off 
somewhat  during  the  year  in  consequence  of  planters  requirements 
having  been  filled  to  a  considerable  extent.  Young  plantations  suf- 
fered somewhat  severely  from  dry  weather  during  the  year.  Exports 
of  limes  and  lime  products  from  Antigua  were  valued  at  $7,360. 
The  cultivation  of  limes  continues  to  attract  a  certain  amount  of 
attention  in  Nevis,  while  in  Tortola,  Virgin  Islands,  the  small  peasant 
lime-growing  industry  has  made  some  little  advance. 

The  United  States  derives  most  of  its  imports  of  limes  and  lime 
products  from  the  British  West  Indies,  the  amounts  for  the  past  two 
Bscal  years  ended  June  30  having  been  as  follows : 


daaalllcatlon. 

1914 

ms 

Lbnes 

$is7,.'an 
no.siin 

23,.>>2H  1 
410,507 

$161,967 

Um*.  lemon,  «nd  soar  orange  Jolce  containing  not  more  tban  2  per  cent  alcobol 

139,605 
9,279 

Citrate  otUme 

1,109,629 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1292  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

FOREIGN  TAKIFFS. 

ABGKHTINA. 
[Bolctfn  Oaclal,  Jaly  13,  1915.] 

Clearance  Wlthovt  Shipping  Documents. 

In  view  of  frequent  delays  in  the  receipt  hj  the  consignee  of 
bills  of  lading  for  goods  imported  into  Argentina  from  European 
countries,  the  provision  of  article  929  of  the  Argentine  customs 
regulations,  prescribing  a  fine  of  2  per  cent  of  the  invoice  value 
if  articles  are  not  cleared  through  the  customs  within  8  days,  has 
been  modified.    In  the  case  of  goods  shipped  to  a  named  consignee, 
articles  may  now  be  cleared  without  the  presentation  of  bills  of 
lading  on  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  consignee,  provided   he  is 
of  acknowledged  standing  in  the  commimity.    If  the  time  allowed 
for  clearance  expires  before  the  arrival  of  the  shipping  papers,  the 
>Secretary  of  Customs  will  agree,  at  the  request  of  the  interested 
parties,  to  open  the  envelope  containing  the  documents  as  soon  as 
received,  the  date  of  its  presentation  to  him  to  be  compared  with  the 
date  of  receipt  indicated  by  the  postmark.    In  the  case  of  shipments 
"to  order"  not  cleared  within  the  prescribed  8  days,  the  fine  wiU 
not  be  imposed  when  the  interested  parties  allow  the  Secretary  of 
Customs  to  open  the  envelope  containing  the  bills  of  lading,  as 
above  stated,  or  when  they  submit  to  the  customs  authorities,  within 
6  days  from  the  date  indicated  by  the  postmark,  the  envelope  in 
which  the  bill  of  lading  arrived  made  out  "  to  order  "  and  addressed 
to  a  bank. 

ATTSTRALIA. 
[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Aug.  26,  1015.] 

Gontlnnanee  of  Fresent  Sntiei. 

It  is  stated  by  the  Trade  Commissioner  of  Australia  that  the  pro- 
posed consideration  of  a  new  customs  tariff  by  the  Australian  par- 
liament has  been  indefinitely  postponed.  The  rates  of  duty  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  provisionally  enacted  December  3, 1914,  which  pro- 
vided for  increases  on  a  large  number  of  articles,  will  therefore  re- 
main in  effect  for  an  indefinite  period.  [For  previous  notices  regard- 
ing the  new  tariff  rates  in  Australia,  see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15, 
p.  39,  and  Commkrce  Reports,  July  14, 1915.] 

BRAZIL. 

[Consul  Oeneral  A.  L.  H.  Oottachalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Aog.  9,  1915.] 

Preparation  of  Invoices. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a  customs  order  of  July  22, 
1915,  importers  of  wines,  oils,  canned  goods,  and  similar  products 
must  in  the  future  declare  the  weight  per  package,  if  the  goods  are 
in  packages  of  uniform  size,  or,  if  the  size  of  the  parcels  varies,  the 
weight  of  each  individual  package.  As  Brazilian  importers  will  not 
be  permitted  to  clear  their  goods  through  the  customs  in  the  absence 
of  such  information,  sliippers  in  this  country  should  carefully  observe 
this  requirement  in  preparing  invoices  for  consignments  to  Brazil. 
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CUILS. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  jLag,  26,  1915.] 

iBToioet  for  Certain  Parcel-Post  Shipmeats. 

According  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  Chilean  consular  law  (arti- 
cle 19),  invoices  for  goods  sent  by  post  to  ChUe  must  be  viseed  by  the 
Chilean  consul  in  the  place  of  mailing  if  the  value  of  the  shipment 
exceeds  $25.    Under  former  regulations  no  consular  invoice  was  re- 

auired  in  the  case  of  shipments  by  parcel  post,  whatever  the  value  of 
lie  goods. 

BAIYASOR. 

[Consal  General  Henry  F.  Tennant,  San  Salvador,  Aug.  14,  1015.] 

Seglstration  of  Phannaeeutieal  Prodvots. 

The  new  customs  tariff  recently  enacted  in  Salvador,  which  is  to 
go  into  effect  January  1,  1916,  prescribes,  under  tariff  number  93, 
a  rate  of  $0.40  (United  States  currency)  per  kilo  for  various  pharma- 
ceutical products,  including  preparations  of  known  formula  not 
specified  in  the  tariff,  while  a  rate  of  $1  per  kilo  is  imposed  on  prepa- 
rations of  secret  formula  (tariff  number  94).  A  large  number  of 
products  to  which  the  lower  rate  is  made  applicable  have  been  speci- 
fied in  a  Salvadorian  decree  of  August  12,  1915,  which  stated  that  all 
preparations  not  mentioned  therein  were  to  be  subject  to  the  higher 
duty.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  additions  will  be  made  to  the 
foregoing  list  in  the  case  of  products  considered  by  the  Salvadorian 
officials  to  be  meritorious.  American  exporters  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines, etc.,  should  therefore  make  early  application  to  the  Minister  of 
Finance  of  Salvador  for  the  classification  of  their  products  under 
tariff  number  93,  submitting  with  their  requests  a  formula  of  the 
preparation.  |The  decree  in  question  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 


CANADA  TO  CONSEBVE  WHEAT  SCBEENINGS. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  M.  Byder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Aag.  31.] 

In  former  years  about  25,000  tons  of  wheat  screenings  were  shipped 
from  Manitoba  Province  to  tlie  terminal  elevators  at  Fort  William 
and  Port  Arthur  for  shipment,  principally  to  the  United  States. 
Purchases  are  made  from  the  fanners  or  country  shippers  who  have 
received  warehouse  receipts  against  their  dockage  of  wheat.  These 
screenings  are  graded  into  two  clas.ses;  No.  1  is  known  as  "  scalpings  " 
and  No.  2  as  "  rough  screenings."  The  better  grade  is  used  in  a 
mixture  of  chicken  food  and  the  poorer  is  manunictured  into  a  pre- 
pared stock  food.  The  Board  of  Grain  Commissioners  have  ordered 
that  "scalpings"  must  not  contain  over  25  per  cent  of  commercial 
grain;  if  richer  than  that  it  must  be  graded  and  docked  for  the  dirt 
contained  therein.  There  is  a  movement  for  retaining  this  product 
in  Canada  and  utilizing  it  for  feeding  purposes.  "Rough  screen- 
ings" are  what  remain  after  everything  of  a  higher  value  has  been 
removed,  and  consist  practically  of  straw,  chaff,  and  other  refuse,  in 
addition  to  the  smaller  and  lighter  weed  seeds,  with  a  small  per- 
centage of  finely  broken  commercial  grain. 
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TEE  VEGETABLE  WOOL  OF  ECUASOB. 

[Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Godlns.  OoayaqtiU,  Aug.  6.] 

Kapok,  known  in  Ecuador  as  "  lana  de  ceiba,"  or  "  vegetable  wool," 
is  a  product  of  the  largest  tree  that  grows  in  the  forests  of  the  lit- 
toral, a  species  of  the  genus  Eriodendron  (allied  to  the  cotton  plant). 
The  ceiba  bears  most  of  its  branches  near  the  top,  and  the  appear- 
ance of  its  bright-yellow  flowers  marks  the  approaching  end  of  the 
rainless  season.  After  the  flowers  fade  the  pods  that  yield  the  kapok 
of  commerce  are  formed ;  these  are  gathered  and  the  fiber  extracted  by 
hand.  Too  early  rains  interfere  wiih  pollenation,  resulting  in  many 
empty  pods,  when  the  natives  refuse  to  devote  much  time  in  gathering 
the  crop. 

The  tree  may  be  grown  in  Ecuador  up  to  an  altitude  of  5,000  feet 
above  sea  level,  the  growth  the  first  year  being  about  25  feet.  When 
2  years  old,  on  an  average  it  will  produce  100  to  200  pods,  which 
contain  1  to  2  pounds  of  kapok;  at  5  years,  200  to  300  pods,  with 
2  to  3  pounds;  at  6  years,  300  to  400  pods,  with  3  to  4  pounds;  at 
10  years,  800  to  1,200  pods,  with  10  to  20  pounds.  Two  hundred 
pounds  of  kapok  were  obtained  from  one  old  tree.  However,  the 
tree  is  not  cultivated  in  this  country. 

Tiber  and  Seeds — Exports — Silk  Flower. 

One  hundred  pounds  of  crude  material  yield,  after  cleaning,  45 
pounds  of  first-grade  kapok,  20  pounds  of  second-grade,  and  35 

Eounds  of  seed.  The  seeds  must  he  carefully  separated  from  the 
ber,  as  the  presence  of  oil  in  them  (about  25  per  cent)  will  produce 
a  stain  which  renders  it  unfit  for  use.  The  machine  employed  re- 
sembles a  cotton  ^in,  and  does  no  injury  to  the  fibers  or  seeds.  To  be 
marketable,  the  fibers  must  be  long  and  bright,  free  from  seeds  and 
other  debris,  and  not  too  tightly  packed  in  bales  of  about  100  pounds. 
There  were  exported  from  Ecuador  162,341  pounds  of  kapok  in 
1914,  129,226  pounds  in  1913,  and  135,719  pounds  in  1912.  Of  the 
seeds  Liverpool  received  29,566  pounds  in  1914,  84,531  pounds  in  1913, 
and  188,744  pounds  in  1912  for  their  oil.  (After  the  oil  has  been  ex- 
tracted the  residue  is  pressed  into  cakes  for  cattle  feed.)  First-grade 
kapok  sold  in  1913  and  1914  for  12  cents  per  pound  and  second-grade 
for  4.5  cents  f.  o.  b.  Guayaquil,  all  of  the  latter  being  shipped  to 
Peru  and  Chile.    The  seeds  sold  for  88  cents  per  100  pounds  net. 

In  similar  tracts  of  country  there  exists  another  but  much  smaller 
plant  called  "  flor  de  seda,"  or  silk  flower,  also  a  rapid  grower.  The 
product  resembles  kapok,  but  is  much  superior  in  all  textile  qualities, 
as  it  is  finer  and  more  brilliant.  It  is  locally  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  mattresses,  not  being  separated  in  the  local  market  from  kapok. 
Silk  flower  has  great  future  commercial  and  industrial  possibilities, 
and  would  well  repay  scientific  investigation  and  experiment. 

[The  Increnslng  utilization  of  kapolc,  and  particularly  its  growing  luportance 
In  the  trade  of  the  Far  East,  have  been  discussed  from  time  to  time  in  Com- 
MERCK  ItEPQBTs ;  scc,  Qmong  others,  tlie  issues  for  Apr.  1,  June  8,  and  Aug.  29, 
1914.] 

AKEBICAH  IHFORTS   OE  KAPOK. 

Kapok  is  gaining  in  popularity  in  the  United  States,  where,  among 
the  other  uses  to  which  it  is  put,  it  is  employed  in  stuffing  mattresses 
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and  sofa  cushions,  and,  it  is  said,  has  found  some  favor  among  makers 
of  upholstery  fabrics.  Save  in  1914  imports  of  the  fiber  have  steadily- 
risen  for  the  last  half  decade,  amounting  in  the  fiscal  year  1911  to 
2,070  tons;  in  1912  to  2.099  tons;  1913,  2,842  tons;  1914,  1,827  tons; 
and  1915,  3,860  tons.  However,  because  of  a  lower  average  price  per 
ton,  the  value  of  the  imports  in  1915  was  less  than  in  1913. 

The  Dutch  East  Indies  furnish  the  bulk  of  the  kapok  that  finds  its 
way  to  the  United  States,  iVmerican  official  statistics  showing  the  fol- 
lowing iini)orts  from  tliere  and  from  the  other  leading  countries  of 
supply  during  the  last  five  years: 


Imported  from— 

1910-11 

1911-12 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

British  India 

$2,212 

1,972 

10,057 

48,053 

403,189 

311 

$4,5SS 
19,708 
2,791 
40,3S5 
492, 2W 
10,407 

$10,884 
2,313 

$19,079 

26  480 

2,347 

53,216 

338,891 

i,a» 

$2,273 
7,107 

Owmany  , 

NelherUuids 

85,119 

68«,862 

22,823 

28,023 

727,625 

2,481 

Nettierlands  India 

Another 

Total 

465,774 

570,084 

£09,001 

441,109 

767,609 

AN  INGEmOTIS  FRTTIT  CONTAINEE. 

[Consal  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  A.at.  81.] 

Eealizing  that  the  ordinary  barrel  is  unsuitable  for  safe  and 
convenient  shipping  of  apples  and  pears,  and  that  boxing  is  an 
expensive  item  in  this  connection,  a  partitioned  barrel  has  been  in- 
vented by  a  fruit  man  in  British  Columbia,  patents  for  which  have 
been  applied  for  in  Canada  and  the  United  States.  The  container  is 
similar  to  an  ordinary  barrel,  divided  into  two  ec|ual  parts  by  two 
partitions  so  adjusted  as  to  permit  the  barrel  being  sawed  in  two, 
thus  making  two  half  barrels.  The  advantages  claimed  for  this 
patent  container  are  that  it  can  be  made  of  cheap  sawed  lumber, 
shipped  in  tlie  "  knock-down  state,"  and  easily  assembled  at  the 
packing  house;  the  fruit  can  be  shipped  without  wrapping,  owing 
to  the  firmness  imparted  by  the  central  partitions,  the  fruit  is  said 
to  arrive  in  perfect  condition,  while  the  convenience  afforded  by  saw- 
ing the  barrel  in  two  enable  customers  to  purchase  a  half  or  a  whole 
barrel  containing  two  varieties  of  fruit. 


consthar  advektising  in  BTTEMA. 

[Consul  Maxwell  K.  Moorhead,  Rangoon,  Burma,  Aug.  3.] 

An  inquiry  regarding  the  opportunities  for  the  sale  in  Burma  of 
American  corks,  bottles,  and  stoppers  was  inserted  in  the  "Trade 
Inquiry  List,"  which  this  consulate  publishes  twice  a  month  and  dis- 
tributes among  possible  buyers.  In  response  to  this  inquiry  a  Ran- 
goon firm  requests  to  be  supplied  with  catalogues,  price  lists,  and 
terms. 

[Ttae  address  of  the  flrm  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Ck>mmerce;  refer  to  file  65710.  See  also  report  from  Consul  Moorebead  on 
this  subject  in  Commebce  Repobts  for  June  2,  1915.] 


The  pulp  and  paper  mills  at  Fort  Francis,  Ontario,  are  operating 
24  hours  each  day,  with  a  force  of  about  250  employees.  The  output 
is  taken  by  western  Canada  daily  newspapers. 
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FOBEIOH  TBAOE  OPFOBTinnTI^ 

Reserved  addreiwes  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnre«a  and  Iti  bntmeli  «■««■.  ReqiMt 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  Sle  namber  glren. 

Paper,  No.  18287. — A  firm  In  France  Is  In  the  market  for  prepared  (dresaed) 
paper  in  bobbins  soalced  In  blued  tints  or  dull,  thickness  45/48  grams  per 
square  meter,  the  paper  to  be  of  a  cheap  grade,  and  also  in  gloss  (satiii) 
rolls  and  reams.  The  writer  advises  that  he  has  a  customer  who  woald 
buy  2,0<)0  reams  of  ordinary  English  writing  paper,  size  41  by  53,  flat  tuck- 
neKit,  95  grams  per  square  meter.  Quote  cheapest  price  c.  i.  f.  Bordeani, 
custom  tax  Included.  Samples  of  paper  desired  may  l>e  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  03.) 

General  representation.  No.  18288. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  this  Bureau  reports 
that  a  capable  young  man  from  Brazil  is  In  this  country  seeking  to  become 
a  re(>re.sentatire  for  some  export  house  desiring  to  extend  tbeir  trade  to 
South  America.  He  speaiis  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese,  aad is 
familiar  with  the  tariff  laws  and  commercial  interests  of  his  countt;. 
References  are  given. 

Automobile  suppliet,  No.  18289. — A  flrni  In  Greece  states  that  it  is  desirous  of  beln; 
placed  in  touch  with  repre.sentative  American  manufacturers  for  the  pur- 
imse  of  purchasing  automobile  wrenches  and  clocks,  pipe  wrenches,  oil 
cans,  shock  absorbers,  magnetos,  ball  bearings,  oil  and  grease,  and  jacks. 
Catalogues  showing  prices  should  be  forwarded  at  once.    References  given. 

Vickel  packing  ringt.  No.  18290.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  the  Bnreao 
that  it  is  desirous  of  obtaining  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  nickel  padc- 
ing  rings,  varying  in  size  from  88  to  300  millimeters  inside  diameter  and 
from  96  to  312  outside  diameter.    Several  hundred  pieces  are  desired. 

Watch  crystals.  No.  18291. — This  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  request  from  a  firm 
statlug  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  a  large  supply  of  watch  crystals.  It 
has  formerly  been  purchasing  5,000  gross  i)er  mouth. 

Wood  pulp.  No.  1S202. — A  special  agent  of  this  Bureou  reports  that  a  large  and 
well-rated  enterprise  In  Uruguay  deaires  quotations  and  samples  on  wood 
pulp,  and  he  has  forwarded  samples  of  the  pulp  desired.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
739.)     The  agent  also  submits  a  similar  request  from  a  firm  In  Argentina. 

Copper  icirc,  tubes,  bars,  and  sheet  copper.  No.  18293. — An  American  codsdI  Ib 
Spain  reports  that  a  concern  in  bis  district  desires  to  comuinnicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  copper  wire,  tubes,  bars,  and  sheet  copper. 
Prices  and  catalogues  are  requested  at  once.  Correspondence  sbonld  be  in 
Spanish  or  French. 

Paper  bag.  No.  18294. — A  firm  in  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  is  desirous  of  obtaining  a  'jertain  paper  bag  manufactured  in  tbe 
United  States  which  would  take  the  place  of  jute  bags  used  extensively  in 
the  handling  of  coffee  and  cereals  for  local  and  export  trade.  It  Is  esti- 
mated that  2,000,000  bags  could  be  disposed  of  per  year  and  that  this  amount 
would  be  ultimately  increased  to  moro  than  10,000,000,  depending  on  price. 

General  representation.  No.  18205. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Veneinel* 
reports  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  represent  or  travel  in 
Venezuela,  Haiti,  and  Santo  Domingo  for  American  firms.  He  speaks 
French,  Spanish,  and  English,  and  has  an  extended  acquaintance  in  these 
countries.    He  formerly  represented  European  exporters. 

Bausage  casings,  codfish.  No.  18296. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  who  wishes  to  act  as  airent 
for  the  sale  of  unsalted  dried  sausage  casings,  there  being  an  lmmedi.ite 
call  for  this  commodity.  He  Is  also  interested  in  the  immediate  importa- 
tion of  dried  co<lfish  and  requires  100  bales  of  50  kilos  each.  Prices  should 
be  given  c.  I.  f.  .Spanish  port,  preferable  in  gold  pesetas  or  francs,  although 
quotations  in  dollars  will  be  accepted. 

Cotton  twist.  No.  18297. — A  Norwegian  retail  dealer  In  ships'  supplies  Informs 
an  American  consul  that  he  desires  to  arrange  definite  terms  at  once  wift 
an  American  firm  selling  cotton  twist.  This  waste  product  of  cotton  Is 
used  for  cleaning  purposes  on  ships.  The  twist  generally  comes  in  balM 
weighing  about  2.T0  klios  (551  pouuds)  each,  and  Is  sewn  up  In  jnte  bags 
boimd  together  with  iron  hoops.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
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ADVANCE  nr  PBICES  OF  BOHEMIAN  FOBCELAIN. 

(Consul  Wallace  3.  Young,  Carlsbad,  Austria,  Aug.  17.] 

With  reference  to  my  dispatch  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August 
23,  1915,  on  "Rise  in  China  Prices  Predicted,"  the  members  of  the 
association  have  agreed  to  a  flat  15  per  cent  increase  in  the  price  of 

?orcelain  for  the  domestic  market,  the  increase  being  now  eflfective. 
'his,  it  is  said,  will  make  prices  practically  the  same  both  for  the 
foreign  and  domestic  trade. 

CANADIAN  FIBE  CHIEFS'  ASSOCIATION. 

[Consul  O.  Qaylord  Marsh,  detailed  as  Vice  Consul  at  Ottawa,  dated  Aug.  28.) 

The  Provincial  Fire  Chiefs'  Association  of  Ontario  has  just  closed 
its  annual  convention  at  Ottawa.  Some  able  addresses  were  deliv- 
ered on  modem  methods  of  fire  prevention  and  extinction  and  educa- 
tion of  the  general  public  as  to  precautionary  measures.  The  Ottawa 
Fire  Department,  which  has  established  a  high  reputation  for  its 
modem  equipment  and  eflSciency,  gave  some  interesting  and  thrilling 
demonstrations  in  ladder  drills,  high  diving,  and  fire  extinction. 

While  the  association  was  origmally  formed  as  a  provincial  orr 
ganization,  it  has  assumed  a  national  importance  and  the  convention 
was  attended  by  representatives  from  all  parts  of  the  Dominion. 
By  an  almost  unanimous  vote  it  was  decided  to  reorganize  along  na- 
tional lines  and  to  change  the  name  to  The  Dominion  Fire  Chiefs' 
Association.  The  following  officers  were  elected:  President,  Mr. 
John  Graham,  fire  chief,  Ottawa;  secretary,  Mr.  James  Armstrong, 
fire  chief,  Kingston,  Ontario;  and  chairman  of  exhibits,  Mr.  James 
Corbett,  fire  chief  of  the  Massey  Harris  Company,  Toronto.  The 
1916  convention  will  be  held  at  Windsor,  Ontario,  on  a  date  to  be 
announced  later. 

These  annual  conventions  will  offer  an  opportunity  for  American 
manufacturers  of  fire  equipment  to  exhibit  their  products  to  a  large 
leathering  of  expert  firemen  at  a  minimum  cost.  President  Graham, 
m  an  address  before  the  convention,  expressed  the  belief  that  there 
would  not  be  a  manufacturer  of  fire  apparatus  in  North  America 
who  would  not  make  a  display  of  his  products  at  future  conven- 
tions. Prospective  exhibitors  should  address  the  Chairman  of  Ex- 
hibits, whose  address  appears  above. 
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DETASIAnOH  BY  LOCTTSTS  DT  PAT.EfiTIHE. 

(Concol  Oti>  A.  Qlaxebrook,  Jeraaalaa,  ValesOne,  Aaiatie  Torkey.  3otj  17.] 

(Editobiai.  Rons. — Tb«  deetmcUon  of  tbe  frnit  and  foliage  of  ttte  orange  and 
oliTe  groTes  of  Syria  by  swarms  of  locusts  was  briefly  de«cril>ed  in  Ookxeboi 
Reposts  for  Aug.  19  and  21,  1915.  It  was  manifest  tliat  destmction  of  all 
Tegetatlon  in  nortliem  Syria,  at  least,  was  complete,  according  to  these  sbort 
reports  from  Beirut  and  EUilfa.  A  more  detailed  accoont  of  tbe  invasion  of 
locusts  bas  now  been  received  from  Bev.  Dr.  Glazebrook,  American  consul  at 
Jerusalem.] 

The  recent  devastation  by  locusts  in  Palestine  will  have  disastrous 
effect  on  the  people  of  the  country,  whose  sustenance  is  thus  so  lai^ely 
destroyed.  I  have  had  to  depend  npon  outside  sources  for  some  of 
the  information,  but  the  actual  invasion,  the  rc&ult  of  the  devastati<m, 
and  the  work  oi  protection  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes,  and  have 
aided  in  the  latter  by  my  personal  assistance  and  advice.  It  is  not  an 
overdrawn  metaphor  to  describe  this  inroad  as  an  invasion.  Truly, 
the  onward  march  of  the  serried  ranks  of  the  devastating  insects  was 
"  more  terrible  than  an  army  with  banners."  As  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  the  fields  were  covered  by  the  locusts,  and  even  the  street  in 
front  of  the  American  consulate  had  the  appearance  in  the  movemoit 
of  the  green  and  black  mass  of  a  flowing  river. 

Such  locust  invasions  are  not  unusual  phenomena  in  Palestine. 
The  last  general  and  destructive  visitation  of  the  locusts  occurred  in 
1865.  Since  then  they  have  reappeared  at  different  times  in  smaller 
numbers  and  limited  areas,  the  last  of  these  being  some  11  years 
ago,  but  undoubtedly  the  disaster  caused  by  the  present  visitation  is 
not  only  greater  and  more  general,  but  more  profoimdly  felt  than  any 
in  the  recollection  of  the  present  generation. 

The  Advance  Swarms  of  Adalts. 

On  February  28,  1915,  the  first  swarms  of  adult  locusts  were  seen 
in  the  bordering  "  Judean  Wilderness,"  but  it  was  not  until  the  early 
part  of  March  that  they  flew  over  and  past  Jerusalem.  These  adults 
did  little  damage,  but  being  of  the  largest  and  most  devouring 
species  of  all  migratory  locusts  {Schi^tocerca  peregrina),  the  same 
land  alluded  to  in  that  most  graphic  of  all  descriptions  of  such  rav- 
ages— the  prophecy  of  Joel — apprehensions  were  grave  that  the  re- 
sult would  be  most  disastrous.  These  apprehensions  have  been  fidly 
realized. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  locust  invasion  reached  His  Excellency, 
Djemal  Pasha,  Ottoman  Minister  of  the  Navy  and  commander  of  the 
Fourth  Army,  he  vigorously  grappled  with  the  situation.  He  ap- 
pointed a  "Central  Commission  to  fight  the  locusts"  under  the  presi- 
dency of  His  Excellency,  Midhat  Bey,  Governor  of  Jerusalem.  The 
field  which  the  commission  was  to  cover  were  the  Sandjak  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  Vilayets  of  Beirut  and  Damascus,  and  this  com- 
mission was  officially  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Fourth 
Army  at  Jerusalem.  Dr.  Aaron  Aaronsohn,  who  is  well  known  to 
the  Dejpartment  of  Agriculture  at  Washington^  was  appointed  High 
Commissioner  for  the  above-mentioned  Provinces.  This  appoint- 
ment promised  well,  as  the  doctor  is  one  of  the  most  scientific  men  in 
Svria  and  director  of  the  Jewish  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
01  Palestine. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BBPOBIS.  1299 

Keasnres  TTsed  to  Combat  the  IiiTasloii. 

Under  the  direction  of  this  conunission  an  order  was  issued  re- 
quiring every  male  residing  in  the  cities  from  the  ages  of  15  to  60 
years  to  collect  20  kilos  (44  pounds)  of  locusts  or  to  pay  an  exemption 
fee  of  one  Turkish  pound  ($4.40).  This  rule  was  so  rigorously 
enforced — stores  being  closed  if  the  owners  could  not  show  a  receipt 
for  eggs  or  cash — that  about  800  persons  paid  the  tax,  while  the 
others  either  gathered  the  required  amount  or  purchased  them  from 
peasants  who  brought  them  in  secretly  for  sale.  In  the  village  half 
of  the  inhabitants  were  compelled  to  go  out  each  alternate  day  to 
dig  for  locust  eggs. 

Toward  the  end  of  May  the  larvce,  already  about  an  inch  long, 
made  their  first  appearance  near  Jerusalem  on  the  plain  of  Baphaim 
and  aroused  the  people  to  the  necessity  for  immediate  organized 
resistance.  The  method  of  procedure  was  to  form  lines  of  men, 
women,  and  children  along  the  roads  separating  the  private  gardens 
from  the  open  fields  beyond,  flagging  the  locusts.  Tin-lined  boxes 
were  sunk  m  the  earth  in  the  direction  in  which  the  locusts  were 
advancing.  The  flaggers  would  drive  them  together  in  a  dense 
column  toward  the  trap  where  guards  at  each  end  would  keep  them 
from  escaping.  Sometimes  the  drives  were  so  large  that  the  ground 
in  front  of  the  boxes  would  become  clogged  when  the  locusts  would 
have  to  be  shoveled  into  the  boxes  to  make  room  for  those  pressing 
from  behind.  To  protect  the  trees  from  the  young  crawling  locusts 
pieces  of  tin  or  zinc,  in  the  shape  of  inverted  funnels,  were  tightly 
placed  around  the  trunks  of  the  trees. 

Zaeffective  Kcsiilts — ^People  Will  Suffer. 

In  spite  of  all  this  fighting  of  the  larvaj  instances  are  very  rare 
where  the  results  were  satisfactory.  Few  crops  or  orchards  escaped 
devastation.  This  was  especially  true  on  the  Plain  of  Sharon,  where 
the  Jewish  and  German  colonies,  with  their  beautiful  orange  gardens, 
vineyards,  and  orchards,  suffered  most  severely.  The  only  exception 
was  the  orange  gardens  in  Jaffa  proper,  which,  doubtless,  owed  their 
immunity  to  the  sea  breezes.  In  the  lowlands  there  was  a  complete 
destruction  of  the  summer  crops  such  as  garden  vegetables,  melons, 
apricots,  and  grapes,  for  all  of  which  the  plain  between  Jerusalem 
and  Jaffa  is  renowned  and  upon  whose  supply  the  Jerusalem  markets 
depend.  The  result  is  that  there  are  few  vegetables  or  fruits  to  be 
had  in  the  markets,  and  such  as  appear  command  an  almost  prohib- 
itive price. 

In  the  mountain  district,  notably  about  Jerusalem  and  Hebron, 
the  heaviest  loss  from  the  onslaught  of  the  locusts  has  been  in  con- 
nection with  the  olive  groves  and  vineyards.  Olive  oil  is  a  staple 
of  food  among  the  peasants  and  poorer  classes,  taking  the  place  of 
meat.  The  grape,  too,  is  a  similar  staple  among  all  classes.  The  loss 
of  this  crop  will  be  most  keenly  felt.  This  year,  especially  on  ac- 
count of  tiie  almost  entire  absence  of  sugar,  now  selling,  when  ob- 
tainable, at  a  fabulous  price,  the  ^ape  crop  was  counted  upon  as  a 
substitute  from  which  ''dibs,"  a  kind  of  molasses,  and  divers  kinds 
of  jams  are  made  without  the  use  of  sugar, 
natural  Enemies  Xade  Little  Impression. 

Strange  to  relate,  storks,  which  were  always  looked  upon  as  the 
most  ef^tive  enemy  of  the  locusts,  this  year  seemed  to  have  been 
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proportionately  too  few  to  have  had  a  perceptible  effect  upon  them. 
UTie  comnKHi  house  sparrow  and  domestic  fowls  haye  doubtless  de- 
voured quantities  of  them,  but  here  again  the  invading  host  was 
BO  tremendous  that  this  natural  help  was  not  noticeable.  During  the 
digging  for  the  locust  eggs  it  was  noticed  that  a  species  of  fly,  prob- 
ably the  bee  fly  of  the  family  of  Bombyliidse,  had  infested  many  of 
the  egg  sacks  and  destroyed  the  contents.  Mr.  E.  F.  Beaiunont,  of 
Jerusalem,  has  sent  a  specimen  of  this  fly  to  the  Deparlanent  <^ 
Agriculture  at  Washington  for  identification. 


AMOT  SEES  ITS  FIRST  MOTOB  YESSEI. 

[Consul  Lester  Unynard,  Amoy,  Cblna,  JTaly  15.] 

On  July  7  the  motor  vessel  Panama  reached  Amoy  witJi  a  con- 
signment of  kerosene  for  the  local  agents  of  a  Texas  oil  company. 
The  arrival  of  tliis  vessel  occasioned  considerable  interest,  as  it  is 
the  first  motor  vessel  that  ever  visited  this  port 

The  Panama  was  completed  in  March  of  this  year,  and  is  owned 
by  the  East  Asiatic  Co.,  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark.  The  vessel  is  427 
feet  long,  55  feet  beam,  and  3Ki  feet  depth,  with  a  carrying  capacity 
of  9,000  tons,  and  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $400,000.  It  is  equipped 
with  two  l,750-hors<'j)o\ver  Diesel  engines,  three  auxiliary  engines 
for  lights,  electrically  driven  winches,  electrically  driven  steering 
gear,  and  an  air  compressor.  Since,  at  a  12-knot  speed,  11  tons  m 
crude  oil  are  consnnuil  in  24  hours,  the  boat's  fuel  capacity  of  1^80 
tons  of  crude  oil  is  suflicient  to  carry  it  30,000  miles. 

Advaaoe  la  Trelght  Bates. 

This  vessel  started  from  Port  Arthur,  Tex.,  on  its  initial  voyage 
with  a  shipment  of  230,000  cases  of  oil.  the  cases  containing  two  tins 
of  5  gallons  each.  The  freight  on  this  oil  is  stated  to  have  been 
about  $135,000  United  States  currency,  which  is  one-third  the  cost  of 
the  vessel.  The  bulk  of  the  shipment  was  discharged  at  Hongkcmg 
for  distribution  to  Canton  and  interior  points,  and  50/)00  cases  were 
unloaded  at  Amoy. 

Freight  on  oil  from  the  United  States  to  Amoy  has  greatly  ad- 
vanced since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  the  former  price  of 
21  cents  United  States  currency  per  case  having  now  advanced  to 
59  cents  per  case.  With  the  lai'ge  stocks  on  hand  belonging  to  cc»n- 
peting  companies  and  the  high  freight  rate  which  has  been  paid  on 
this  shipment  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  market  can  ab- 
sorb this  large  consignment  without  cutting  prices  to  the  losing 
point. 

The  Panama  sailed  from  Amoy  on  July  12,  without  cargo,  for 
Vladivostok. 

Imports  of  Citrate  of  Ume. 

The  citrate  of  lime  imports  into  the  United  States,  statistics  of 
which  appeared  in  Comkerce  Befobts  for  September  14, 1915,  come 
mainly  from  the  island  of  Sicily.  The  Catania  consulate  alone 
invorced  $073,973  worth  to  the  United  States  during  the  calendar 
year  1914. 
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FAVOBABLE  TBADE  BALANCE  OF  UinTED  STATES. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  (five  days) 
ending  September  11,  1915,  at  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the 
United  States  were : 


Districts. 


Imports. 


Duties 
collecttd. 


Exports. 


Georgia  (Savannah) . . . 
Uassachusetts  (Boston) 

New  York 

Fbiladelpbia 

Uaryland  (Baltimore) . 

Virginia  (Norfolk) 

Now  Orleans 

Galveston 

San  Francisco 

Washington  (Seattle) . . 

Buffalo , 

Chicago 

Michigan  (Detroit) 

Total 


136,809 

2,9as,051 

18, 216,  4S2 

4^.983 

296,864 

161,380 

1,073,414 

255,020 

463,977 

1,699,609 

393.080 

495,723 

429,105 


SI,  574 
i2, 375 
a,27S,  700 
10S.227 
9,234 
22.  lai 

67,  164 
03,  :)48 
(il{r62 
28,287 
21,013 
99,499 
29,E03 


137,135 
2,226,828 
16.068,800 
1,305,992 
1,429,368 
1,300,616 
2,197,062 
2,660,625 

264,095 
2, 144, 581 
1,225,684 

175,900 
2,557,006 


26,921,467 


2,813,917 


33,593,709 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  on  merchandise  trans- 
actions for  the  week  (five  days^  endir.g  September  11  in  the  13  customs 
districts  of  $6,672,241.  The  13  districts  cited  handled  about  92  per 
cent  of  the  import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the 
transactions  in  June,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  (five  days)  ending  September  11 
amounted  to  46,151  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  ap- 
proximately 216,409  bales. 

Data  for  Current  Tear. 

A  statement  of  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  at  the  13 
ports,  which  handled  about  92  per  cent  of  the  total  foreign  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  is  given  below  for  each  week  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  fiscal  year : 


Week  ending- 


Imports. 


Duties 

coUected. 


Exports. 


Excess  o( 
exports. 


Julys.. 
July  10. 
July  17. 
July  24. 
July  31. 
Aug.  7. 
Aug.  14. 
Aug.  21. 
Aug.  28. 
Sept.  4. 
Sept.  11 


129,896,466 
23,126,932 
32,908,191 
31,213,917 
30,298,698 
34,294,282 
22,435,970 
32, 198, 560 
27,042,725 
32,454,477 
26,921,467 


13,169,059 
2,734,116 
3, 778, 167 
3,  702,  .327 
3,694,780 
3,432,077 
3,364,946 
3,401,934 
3, 188, 243 
3,531,478 
2,813,917 


tS0,442,243 
40,801,148 
40, 270, 553 
54, 122, 360 
54,234,569 
43, 239, 737 
61,266,373 
50,823,835 
60,311,764 
60,071,198 
33,593,708 


$20,545,778 
17,674,214 

7,362,362 
22,  COS,  443 
23,975,871 
13,945.455 
28,829,397 
16,625,275 
33,269,039 
27,616,721 

6,672,241 


HOTOB  BOATS  FOB  EASTEBN  CXTBA. 

[Consul  P.  Merrill  Griffith,  Santiago,  Aug.  11.] 

Santiago  de  Cuba  is  situated  on  a  bay  about  6  miles  from  the 
sea.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay  are  several  small  villages,  where 
are  located  the  summer  homes  of  Santiago's  most  prominent  families. 
There  is  also  a  yacht  club,  with  nearly  300  members,  and  the  fishing 
in  the  bay  is  excellent.  These  facts,  as  a  matter  of  course,  make  a 
demand  for  motor  boats,  of  which  there  are  comparatively  few,  the 
demand  being  chiefly  for  a  strongly  built  boat  of  medium  price. 
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BIOSCOPE  HLMB  DT  801TTE  AISICA. 

[Cootul  Edwin  N.  Oanmalas,  Johannfgbnrg,  Jnlj  29.1 

A  recent  article  on  the  use  of  and  practioe  in  dealing  with  bioscope 
films  in  South  Africa,  contributed  to  one  of  the  Johanneeburg  ne«- 
papers,  contains  several  features  that  will  doubtless  be  of  interest  and 
practical  value  to  the  manufacturers  of  films  in  the  United  States, 
from  which  country  South  Africa  largely  draws  for  this  form  of 
«ntertainment. 

In  this  newspaper  article  the  writer  truly  states  that  the  bioon^ 
film  industry  in  South  Africa  has  been  brought  to  a  highly  orgaoized 
condition  that  falls  little  ^wrt  of  perfection.  Hiie  present  advance  is 
the  manner  of  dealing  with  biosct^ie  films  in  this  eonntry  is  lai^T 
the  work  of  the  African  Films  Trust,  which  supplies  tne  matoiu 
for  the  exhibitions  to  all  but  some  half  dozen  of  the  250  dnemi 
theaters  in  South  Africa.  It  is  stated  that  every  week  the  trust  im- 
ports approximately  60,000  feet  of  bioscope  films  at  a  net  cost  of 
$5,000.  In  addition,  the  Treasury  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
benefits  to  the  extent  of  $G00  to  $iOO  weekly  by  the  proceeds  of  tin 
special  film  tax  of  $1.20  per  100  feet. 

yokanneifenrK  the  Flbn  Ceater. 

The  film  industry  in  South  Africa  centers  in  the  headquarters  of 
the  trust  in  Johannesburg,  and  from  this  city  films  are  distributed 
on  the  several  circuits  to  the  picture-theater  proprietors,  going  bj 
easy  stages  in  order  to  minimize  the  cost  of  railway  carriage.  .Ml  OJ 
the  imported  films  that  circulate  throughout  South  Africa  are,  in 
the  first  instance,  unpacked  and  displayed  at  Cape  Town.  They 
then  go  directly  to  Johannesburg  ana  are  pa^ed  through  the  locu 
theaters  in  accordance  with  the  requests  of  the  various  exhibitora 
It  is  said  the  weekly  bill  for  the  transportation  of  films  is  abcwt 
$1,750.  In  Johannesburg  there  is  an  entire  change  of  program  >t 
all  of  the  bioscope  houses  twice  a  week,  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays, 
but  in  most  of  the  smaller  towns  the  program  runs  one  night  only, 
where  the  demand  is  for  plain,  lurid  melodrama. 

There  is  a  considerable  number  of  bioscope  theaters  for  natives 
(colored  people),  and  a  careful  censorship  is  exercised  in  respect  to 
the  films  shown  in  these  theaters.  Wild  West  plays  strongly  appeal 
to  the  colored  population,  as  well  as  the  broad  humor  of  other  Aiueii- 
can  films.  It  is  stated,  as  an  interesting  fact,  that  hospitals  for  tk 
insane  are  using  films  for  the  amusement  and  di^actiou  of  the  on- 
fortunate  inmates. 

Local  Tiewi. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  African  Films 
Trust  is  shortly  expected  to  be  in  a  positicoi  to  test  the  capacity  of 
the  South  African  as  a  cinema  actor,  as  a  first-class  producer  is 
coming  from  America  to  superintend  this  feature  of  the  business. 
In  addition,  operators  have  been  recently  engaged,  in  conjunction 
with  the  safety  first  committee,  in  tarang  underground  mining 
pictures.  This  film  is  supposed  to  possess  an  educational  valne  in 
abowing  how  accidents  are  caused,  often  through  careleamess,  and 
how,  with  due  precautions,  these  accidents  may  often  be  prevented. 

At  the  headquarters  of  the  trust  in  Johannesburg  about  75  P^^ 
are  employed  in  the  various  departoients  in  connection  wi&  tl» 
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processes  of  distribution,  preparation,  and  repairs.    The  locally 
made  pictures,  such  as  the  Weekly  South  African  Mirror,  are  here 
'prepared  for  exhibition. 

In  relation  to  the  above,  it  may  be  stated  that  a  full  and  compre- 
hensive report  on  the  use  of  and  market  for  bioscope  films  in  South 
Africa,  forwarded  by  this  consulate,  was  published  in  Ck>MM£RCE 
Reports  on  April  3,  1915.  Accompanying  this  was  a  complete  list 
[file  No.  44180]  of  bioscope  theaters  in  the  Johannesburg  consular 
district,  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  manager  in  each  case. 
There  was  also  given  a  list  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the 
district  (having  over  1,000  white  mhabitants)  thought  capable  of 
supporting  bioscopes,  together  with  much  other  useful  information 
on  the  subject. 

A  WEEK'S  TBABE  IN  COFFEB. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  September  4, 1915,  follow : 


IMPORTS. 

.  Countries. 

Ore,  matte,  and  regu- 
lus  (copper  content). 

Pigs,  ingote,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 

Poundt. 
15«,35S 
1,232,000 

318, OSS 
72,606 

Pdundt. 
1,615,200 

3263,930 

Quba                 

Chile       

'i,i36,666 

210,000 

47,600 

4,300 

Total  

1,435,955 

95,0U 

2,751,200 

473,930 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Coon  tries. 


On,  matte,  and 
regulos. 


Pigs,  ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc 


Denmarlc 

Franca 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Norway 

jBngtand  ........... 

Scotland 

Canada  

Chile 

Pern 

Veneiuela 

Philippine  Islands . 


Tom. 


460 


Total. 


460 


tS,9S6 


FouTidt. 

360,757 

1,782,452 

49,376 

4,524 

467,684 

1,338,643 

4,520 

14,907 

1,471 

1,708 

403 

6,648 


8,966 


4,033,092 


167,780 

315,007 

11,110 

887 

69,744 

241, 4M 

1,358 

4,924 

425 

300 

160 

1,523 


714,883 


CHEESE  FBICES  IN  THE  NETHEBLANDS. 

Ckinsul  General  Soren  Listoe,  at  Rotterdam,  quotes  as  follows  the 
■wholesale  market  values  of  farmer-made,  full-cream  cheese  per  50 
kilos  (110  pounds)  in  Holland  for  the  months  of  June  and  July, 
1915:  Gouda  cheese,  $19.30  to  $22.51;  Edam  cheese,  $19.30  to  $22.91; 
Leyden  cheese,  $16.08  to  $17.09.  To  these  prices,  however,  must  be 
added  the  commission,  cost  of  delivery  to  stores,  and  simiiry  small 
expenses. 
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PSOGESVBE  0?  ITAIJAK  QVH  COVBXSL 

COlBWt  1ms  Whita,  Mfiw,  Am  as.1 

That  portion  of  the  Italian  Code  of  Civfl  Proeedai«  peHaatiag 
to  the  execution  ol  }ud]s;i»eBt9  obtained  in  foreign  eoantries  reads: 

Article  041.  Tbe  Court  of  Appeal  has  power  to  entoice  cxecuti»ii  of  }adiE- 
nents  issttt,')!  Ny  foreifni  trllnniala,  bnt  ux  exaiBlBatl«n  ts  Bceeflsary  br  whidi 
tke  eonrt  moBt  ttiKenala  (1>  If  tbe  faralSB  ec*tenc»  waa  teocd  ^  a  co*- 
petest  }a<lge;  (2)  if  tb«  defeaduat  was  rep^rix  nprasentei  mr  togaOy  absort; 
and  (3>  If  tljie  foreign  seuteoM  coutaiiia  any  statemreot  agniiwt  Italian  law. 

In  ether  words^  an  American  has  the  right  to  put  into  eseeatioa 
in  Italy  the  award  of  an  American  court,  but  the  Itali&n  Coart  of 
Appeal  must  ascertain  that  he  has  followed  American  mks  of  pr»- 
cedure  in  calling  the  defendant  before  the  jud^e  to  answer  to  the 
claim  presented  against  him.  To  do  this,  the  plaintiff  must  present 
before  the  Court  of  Appeal  the  American  law  (or  a  legal  extract  of 
the  same)  containing  tlie  rules  of  procedure  followed  in  the  United 
States  when  a  creditor  asks  judgment  against  a  debtor ;  and  he  must 
also  show  that  he  has  followed  exactly  Anterican  ndes  and  regtita- 
tions  and  that  the  judgment  he  has  obtained  against  the  debtor  is 
legally  perfect  in  his  country.  The  Italian  Court  of  Appeal  has  the 
right  to  ascertain  if  the  legal  formalities,  according  to  American 
procedure,  have  been  exattly  followed,  but  has  not  the  right  to 
examine  into  ttie  merits  of  the  case. 
7i'  iM6cl vT^  ia  Coflunercinl'  Mattcrs-^Covrf  Costs. 

That  it  is  easier  and  lass  expensive  to  start  a  lawsuit  before  the 
proper  tribunal  in  Italy  than  it  is  to  present  a  foreign  verdict  for  the 
formal  examination  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  as  above  mentioned,  k 
the  opinion  of  Francesfo  Montefredini,  a  Naples  advocate,  who  has 
courteously  furnished  tlie  data  presented  in  this  report.  With,  rela- 
tion to  the  Italian  procedure  in  commercial  matters,  Mr.  Alontefredini 
states: 

When  the  sum  Involved  Is  more  than  $300  the  eompetent  aothority  is  the 
Tribiinnl,  couiiwsed  of  three  members.  The  Tribunal  and  the  Court  of  Appeal 
decide  every  question  of  right.  In  ease  the  Court  of  Appeal,  In  isstilng  sent^ice, 
hii8  made  .in  fmproiter  Interpretation  of  some  articles  of  the  laws,  the  jklaintlff 
has  the  ri!;fat  to  present  a  claim  to  the  Supreme  Court  or  Court  of  Caasatifla. 
To  present  this  <4nim  he  must  mnke  a  deposit  of  $3d  to  the  €>OTerKinait  Treas- 
ury. If  the  Supreme  Court  flmls  that  the  Court  of  App^l  has  erred  In  tlie 
applientloa  of  the  law  It  cancels  the  judgment  of  tU*  Court  of  Amieal  and 
remands  the  action  to  another  Court  of  Appea>  for  definithre  actioB. 

It  Is  difficult  to  say  what  is  the  cost  of  a  lawsuit  In  Italy.  (1)  An  docomeats 
must  be  legalized  at  the  offices  of  the  (xoveroiaeat.  Tito  fees  for  this  legaUaa- 
tion  are  of  two  kinds.  If  the  doenmeirts  are  ordinary  letters  one  must  jiay 
$0.50  for  each  letter,  but  If  the  documents  are  declarations  of  debt  one  most 
pay  a  proportional  tax,  namely,  1,  2,  or  3  per  cent,  aeesrdiag  to  the  form  of 
coottact  coutaiued  In  the  document.  All  docuiaenta  issoad  ia  foreign  coaatriao 
must  be  vlsfed  by  an  Italian  consul  and  also  by  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  nt  Ilora«.  (2)  The  sentences  of  the  Tribunal  and  of  the  Court  of  Appeal 
are  subject  to  a  tax  It\  favor  of  the  Government  according  to  the  Judgment 
given.  (S)  All  the  defense  moat  be  submitted  to  the  Trtbona)  or  to  the  coarts 
written  ou  special  paper,  the  cost  of  which  is  $0.75  per  sheet  of  foar  pataa 
Further,  a  copy  must  be  Riven  to  the  other  party  to  the  suit,  and  tb«  cost  e< 
the  paper  is  the  same.  Other  explanatory  defenses  may  be  prtnted  as  an  otA- 
aary  booklet.    (4)  Eaeb  party  must  have  a  aolfeitor  or  lawyer  mt  banister. 

AttoraeTs'  Itees  Tixti  fey  law. 

There  Is  a  legal  tartff  of  fees  for  solicitors  and  lawyers.  The  attomer  la  an 
ordinary  lawsuit,  where  no  difficult  or  intricate  legal  questions  are  dtteeaaBeJ,  Is 
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entiaea,  m  Mb  Moonrlnm,  to  about  1  per  cent  of  tbe  mon^  Inrolved  before 
the  Tribunal,  about  2  per  cent  before  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  about  IJ  per 
cent  before  the  Supreme  Court,  with  a  nilnlmnm  (fixed)  fee  of  ?20  before  the 
Tribunal,  $40  beffu^  tbe  Court  of  Appeal,  and  |80  before  the  Supreme  Court  It 
Is  forbidden  by  law  in  Italy  to  agree  with  tbo  client  for  a  percenttge  of  tke 
money  Involved.    A  contract  of  this  kind  does  not  hold  good. 

Durinff  July,  August,  September,  and  October  only  urgent  cases 
are  handled.  In  the  ordinary  course  a  lawsuit  before  the  Tribunal 
takes  8  or  9  weeks;  before  the  Court  of  Appeal,  9  to  10  weeks,  aiul 
perhaps  more. 


FIBE  DTSTTBANCE  IS  CANADA. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  ECingston,  Ontario,  Aug.  30.] 

Fire  insurance  risks  in  Canada  at  the  end  of  1914  totaled  $8,448,- 
€06,887,  an  increase  of  $296,000,000;  gross  cash  premiums  totaled 
$35,902,838,  an  increase  of  nearly  $800,000.  Of  these  premiums 
$16,487,549,  or  nearly  50  per  cent,  went  to  British  companies,  while 
$11,176,142,  or  about  one-third,  went  to  American  companies,  the 
remainder — $8,239,147 — being  the  amount  obtained  by  Canadian  con- 
cerns. 

Reinsurance  and  return  premiums  totaled  $8,355,958,  as  compared 
with  $9,342,295  for  1913.  The  net  loss  to  all  companies  was  $15,357,- 
889,  as  compared  with  a  loss  of  $14,601,148  in  the  previous  year. 
These  losses  in  1914  were  made  up  as  follows:  American  and  other 
foreign  companies— incurred,  $4,772,160*  paid,  $4,538,308;  British 
companies — incurred,  $7,981,818;  paid,  $7,796,480;  Canadian  com- 
panies—incurred.  $3,115,119;  paid,  $3,022,601. 

For  the  10  years  from  1905  to  1914,  losses  of  Canadian  companies 
increased  from  $1,399,065  to  $3,022,601,  while  those  paid  by  British 
companies  grew  from  $3,634,706-  to  $7,796,480,  and  those  of  the 
Tjnited  States  and  other  foreign  companies,  which  in  1905  were 
$960,748,  grew  in  1914  to  $4,538,308.  The  gross  amount  of  policies, 
new  and  renewed,  last  year  was  $3,099,452,177,  as  compared  with 
$2,925,200,553  in  1913.  Of  the  1914  total.  United  States  and  other 
foreign  companies  secured  $1,037,711,865,  JBritish  companies  $1,398,- 
200,985.  and  Canadian  companies  $663,539,377. 

The  following  figiircs  show  the  total  net  cash  premiums  in  Canada 
in  1914:  United  States  and  other  foreign  companies,  $8,772,188; 
British  companies,  $13,710,942;  Canadian  companies,  $5,063,750; 
total,  $27,646,880. 

The  United  States  companies'  chief  assets  are  $8,213,737.  invested 
in  bonds  and  debentures.  They  hold  no  real  estate,  and  tneir  total 
assets  in  Canada  amount  to  $10,354,106.  Assets  of  the  Canadian 
companies  total  almost  $17,559,644.  Bonds  and  debentures  occupy 
first  position.  They  amoimt  to  $6,883,614;  loans  on  real  estate  to 
$3,169,250;  and  stock  to  $2,147,452.  Agents'  balances  and  pi-emiuma 
outstanding  amount  to  $2,038,550.  Total  liabilities  of  these  com- 
mmies,  not  including  capital  stock,  amount  to  approximately 
17,928406.   The  total  assets  in  Canada  of  British  fire  insurance  com- 

!>aQi«s  amount  to  $35,950,145.    The  largest  item  in  these  assets  is 
oans  on  real  estate,  totaling  $14,695,586,  and  these  companies  hold 
real  estate  valued  at  $2,8877100. 
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COHTINEirTAL  SUBSTHUTES  FOB  ABSOEBENT  COTTOH. 

[Consul  General  Julius  O.  I^y,  Berlin,  Gernun/.] 

Although  several  firms  in  Germany  advertise  that  they  manufac- 
ture substitutes  for  absorbent  cotton,  such  substitutes  are  not  gep- 
erally  sold  to  the  retail  trade  nor  can  they  be  obtained  at  every  drug 
store. 

Since  the  present  European  war  began  the  demand  for  cotton  sub- 
stitutes has  increased.  The  high  prices  of  cotton  and  the  possibility 
that  they  may  soar  higher  have  caused  niany  experiments  to  be  made 
■with  paper  pulp  and  cellulose  materials.  The  substitutes  so  far  pro- 
duced are  generally  much  cheaper  than  cotton,  but  their  sale  has  been 
retarded  by  the  fact  that  they  do  not  possess  all  of  its  good  qualities. 
"  Idgrnin  "  Has  Largre  Sale  In  Berlin. 

The  only  substitute  for  absorbent  cotton  that  has  found  a  large 
sale  in  Berlin  is  the  Zellstoff- Watte  "  Lignin  "  sold  by  Fritz  Seyffert, 
Barbarossastrasse  32a.  This  particular  substitute  is  made  of  pure 
pine  cellulose  and  can  be  commercially  produced  much  cheaper  than 
absorbent  cotton-  It  is  chiefly  used  to  stop  bleeding.  It  is  claimed 
that  it  absorbs  blood  better  than  cotton,  but  it  can  not  compete  with 
that  fiber  as  a  dressing  for  a  wound.  Physicians  state,  however,  that 
"  Lignin  "  serves  very  satisfactorily  as  a  second  dressing. 

Mr.  Seyffert  states  that  "Lignin"  is  made  according  to  a  secret 

I>rocess.  The  following  prices  are  quoted:  In  60-kilo  (110.23-pound) 
ots,  76  pfennigs  per  kilo  (8.20  cents  per  pound) ;  in  100-kilo  (220.46- 
pound)  lots,  74  pfennigs  per  kilo  (7.99  cents  per  pound),  and  200  to 
300  kilo  (440.92  to  661.39  pound)  lots,  72  pfennigs  per  kilo  (7.77 
cents  per  pound)  ;_f.  o.  b.  Berlin.  "  Lignin  "  is  sold  in  sheets  measur- 
ing 13.78  by  23.62  inches  and  in  packages  weighing  8.82  pounds  or  in 
rolls  weighing  2.20  pounds  each. 

[Consal  Emu  Sauer,  Goteborg,  Sweden.] 
Two  Swedish  Tlnns  Make  Cellulose  Wadding, 

There  are  two  firms  in  Sweden  (so  far  as  this  office  was  able  to 
ascertain)  that  manufacture  cellulose  wadding  from  chemical  wool 

I)ulp  for  dressing  wounds.    These  are  the  Frovifors  Bruks  Aktiebo- 
ag,  Frovi,  and  the  Stora  Kopparbergs  Bergslags  Aktiebolag,  Faliln. 
The  latter  is  in  the  consular  district  of  Stockholm. 

The  wadding  is  prepared  in  very  thin  sheets — like  tissue  paper, 
but  crimped — and  in  general  appears  to  be  manufactured  in  the  same 
way  as  tissue  paper.  This  consulate  was  not  able  to  secure  details 
regarding  the  processes  of  manufacture,  as  these  are  held  secret.  The 
Frovifors  Co.,  however,  expressed  a  willingness  to  sell  its  process  to 
an  American  firm. 

[Coniul  Augustus  B.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England.] 
Bog  Xots  M  a  Snrglcal  Bresilng. 

A  recent  article  in  the  Yorkshire  Post  described  in  a  very  interest- 
ing manner  the  collection  in  Westmoreland  fells — it  also  is  found  on 
the  Yorkshire  moors — of  the  bog  moss  Sphagnwn  cymMfoliiim,  which 
is  of  great  value  as  a  surgical  dressing.  The  moss  is  permeated  with 
minute  tubes  which  in  a  natural  state  hold  water  eight  or  nine  times 
the  weight  of  the  plant,  so  that  when  it  is  dry  it  is  one  of  the  most 
absorbent  materials  known. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOIOCBBOB  SBPOBXa. 


1307 


It  is  antiseptic,  soft.  light,  and  cool  As  very  little  preparation  is 
necessary  before  use  if  it  is  carefully  gathered — for  it  has  only  to  be 
sterilized  and  placed  in  flannel  bags — it  is  a  very  economical  dressing. 
It  has  for  some  time  been  used  in  hospitals  in  this  country  and  before 
the  war  was  supplied  from  Germany.  In  German  towns  it  is  said 
to  be  a  common  sight  to  see  country  women  with  big  baskets  of  plants 
going  into  chemists'  shops  to  sell  or  exchange  their  goods. 

Xetkod  ot  Prepwr»tiMi. 

The  moss  is  easier  to  pick  over  if  the  water  has  not  been  wrung 
from  it;  but,  plucked  in  handfuls — ^the  strands  6  and  7  inches  long 
coming  away  with  no  particles  of  soil  about  their  roots — it  should  be 
spread  on  the  rocks  or  preferably  on  nearby  bushes  so  that  the  air 
can  get  at  it  from  above  and  below.  In  a  lew  days  it  becomes  per- 
fectly dry  and  bleached  white.  It  is  then  packed  in  clean  cotton 
sacks,  and  though  they  are  usually  a  yard  long  and  over  a  foot  wide 
they  weigh  only  3  to  4  pounds  each.  Later  it  has  to  be  picked  over 
to  remove  all  bits  of  grass,  bracken,  rushes,  etc..  and  is  then  tightly 
packed  in  sacks  or  sheets  and  sent  off  to  be  sterilized. 

The  Post's  article  referred  to  a  pamphlet  recently  circulated  by  the 
British  Board  of  Agriculture  [a  copy  of  which  will  be  loaned  to 
those  interested  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  branch  offices ;  ask  for  file  No.  65663]  in  regard  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  collection  of  medicinal  plants  in  England,  from  which  it  is 
seen  that  for  many  years  the  main  source  of  British  drugs  has  been 
mid-Europe,  particiuarly  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary. 


UAXIUTJH  FOOD  PEICES  IN  THE  NETHEBMNBS. 

(Commercial  Attack^  Erwla  W.  Thompson,  The  Hagae,  Aug.  26.] 

Holland  fixes  maximum  prices  for  most  foodstuffs.    The  August 
list  contains  the  following,  reduced  to  American  cents  per  pound : 


, 

Cents  per  pound. 

CommoditiM. 

Cents  per  pound. 

CoznmodiUes. 

Whole- 
tale. 

KeUU. 

Whole- 
sale. 

SctaU. 

Wbttt  floor 

BoUwl         

3.77 
8.18 

4.73 
4.  CO 

a.  45 

4.36 

s.7a 

2.18 

Batten 

llO-pound  kers 

as.  36 

U.27 
6.65 

8.82 

Unbolted 

f)mifl)4>r  Mf . . 

29.19 

On    Oovemment    flour 

Cbees»: 

Edam  standard 

20.  «1 

VbntbrMd: 

White    

Skim  milk 

laco 

10.00 

Baft..'... '. 

i.ea 

On    OoTernment    bnod 
can]           

OBANaE-CEOF  OUTLOOK  IN  SEVILLE  DISTSICT. 

[Consnl  WUbar  T.  Oracey,  Serille,  Spain.  Aog.  IS.] 

The  general  prospects  of  the  orange  crop  of  the  Seville  district 
are  normal,  the  heavy  rains  of  last  winter  having  benefited  the  trees, 
and  a  full  medium  crop  is  looked  for.  [The  1914  Seville  crop  waa 
estimated  at  25,000,000  sweet  and  66,000,000  soar  oranges;  m  1913 
the  yield  was  30,000,000  sweet  and  70,000,000  of  the  sour  variety.] 
The  flowering  of  the  trees  was  satisfactory. 
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XACHINEBT  FOB  EXHIBIT  IH  BITEHOS  AIBSS. 

■  Special  Agent  J.  A.  Hassel.] 

During  a  recent  stay  in  Buenos  Aires  an  opportunity  occurred  for 
visiting  the  Industrial  School  of  the  Nation.  This  is  a  technical 
institution  established  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  proper  theo- 
retical and  practical  training  to  young  men  desirous  of  becoming 
competent  to  manage  and  direct  industrial  and  construction  work. 
The  studies  are  divided  into  four  branches,  and  there  is  a  course  of 
six  years,  four  of  wliich  are  devoted  to  theoretical  studies  and  two 
to  practical  training  in  the  various  shops  of  the  school. 

To  provide  for  this  latter  there  has  Deen  established  a  foundry,  a 
machine  shop,  a  carpenter  shop,  an  electrical  workroom,  a  labora- 
tory, and  a  special  railroad  material  showroom,  all  fully  equipped 
with  working  models  and  sections  of  every  description.  Besides 
these  there  is  a  separate  museum  of  working  models  in  mechanical, 
electrical,  and  otner  lines,  with  exhibits  of  pumps,  engines,  and 
almost  every  other  class  of  appliance. 

An  American  visitor  observes  with  some  surprise,  on  visiting  this 
well-stocked  plant,  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  machine  tools  in  the 
shops,  and  practically  all  the  working  models  and  samples  in  the 
museum,  are  of  European  make,  with  German  predominating,  while 
hardly  any  of  them  are  from  this  country.  This,  it  is  explained,  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  models,  as  well  as  many  of  the  tools  in 
use,  were  provided  by  the  manufacturers  without  cost  to  the  school. 
Just  before  the  European  war  broke  out,  it  is  stated,  a  group  of 
German  manufacturers  offered  to  provide  a  complete  equipment  of 
modern  tools  for  the  shops,  provided  that  the  school  would  eliminate 
all  not  of  German  make. 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  institution  is  attended  by  about 
560  students,  and  that  the  exhibits  are  inspected  by  thousands  more 
every  year,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  much  foresight  the  European  manu- 
facturers have  shown  in  supplying  the  needed  materials  and  imple- 
ments, and  how  they  have  benefited  by  it  in  practice.  The  exclusion 
of  American  makes  is  not  the  result  of  prejudice,  for  the  school 
authorities  are  willing  to  give  special  space  to  exhibits  from  this 
country ;  and  the  present  is  the  time  to  take  advantage  of  their  offer, 
which  furnishes  an  excellent  and  unusual  medium  of  advertising. 

These  exhibits  are  given  to  the  school,  which  arranges  for  getting 
them  through  the  customs  free  of  charge,  and  pays  the  expenses  of 
their  installation.  It  is  desirable  to  have  models  of  machinery  fitted 
with  electric  motors  for  use  with  a  220-volt  continuous  current  in 
order  to  exhibit  them  in  actual  operation.  It  is  also  useful  to  have 
models  of  complicated  machinery  accompanied  by  diagrams  showing 
the  internal  construction.  Classes  of  machinery  which  would  be 
particularly  acceptable  are  internal-combustion  motors,  refrigerating 
machinery,  which  is  coming  into  extensive  use  in  Argentma,  and 
equipment  for  an  hydraulic  laboratory,  for  which  space  has  been 
reserved  and  which  is  to  be  built  in  the  near  future.  The  installation 
of  the  latter  would  of  course  have  to  follow  the  plans  already  laid 
out.  A  project  for  a  hall  containing  a  special  exhibit  of  agricul- 
tural machinery  is  also  under  consideration. 

[Lists  of  the  various  classes  of  machinery,  tools,  and  materials 
which  are  at  present  actually  owned  by  the  school,  and  of  those  which' 
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it  wonld  be  desirable  to  secure,  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  wUl  be  loaned  on  application* 
Refer  to  File  No.  750.] 


SUOAB  EXFOBTS  FROM  JAPAN. 

fExtraet  from  Japan  Chronicle  of  Julv  6,  by  Coocal  General  Qeorse  H.  Beldmore, 

Yokohama.] 

Not  only  are  Japanese  exporters  of  sugar  to  China  now  exempt 
from  any  bad  effects  of  the  anti -Japanese  boycott  in  China,  but  are 
materially  benefiting  therefrom.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  anti-Jap- 
anese movement,  toward  the  end  of  March,  Chinese  dealers  in  sugar 
in  Shanghai  organized  themselves  into  two  opposing  groups,  north- 
em  and  southern.  The  northern  group  resolved  upon  dealing  solely 
in  Hongkong  sugar,  to  the  absolute  exclusion  of  Japanese  sugar,  and 
threw  all  manner  of  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  southern  group. 
The  result  was  a  complete  stoppage  of  exports  to  China  of  Japanese 
sugar  in  April  and  May.  Taking  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of 
Japanese  sugar  on  the  Shanghai  market,  dealers  belonging  to  the 
northern  group  pushed  their  sales  as  hard  as  they  could,  with  the 
inevitable  result  tliat  their  stocks  entirely  ran  out,  while  there  was 
no  hope  of  obtaining  any  large  supply  of  Hongkong  sugar. 

At  this  psychological  moment  a  fresh  demand  sprang  up  on  the 
Shanghai  and  adjacent  markets.  The  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  northern  group  seceded  and,  going  over  to  the  side  of  the  south- 
ern group,  laid  in  stocks  of  Japanese  sugar  almost  irrespective  of 
quotations.  For  the  last  month,  therefore,  there  has  been  a  remark- 
able activity  in  exports  from  Japan;  the  Dai  Nihon  Seito  Kaisha  is 
said  to  have  exported  as  much  as  200,000  bags,  while  forward  con- 
tracts for  close  on  100,000  bags  were  made  elsewhere  for  August  and 
September  delivery  at  12  yen  ($5,976)  per  bag,  a  figure  unprecedent- 
edly  high.  But  for  the  anti-Japanese  boycott,  which  eventually  en- 
tailed extraordinary  conditions  on  the  Cmna  market,  forward  trans- 
actions would  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  9  yen  ($i.482).  As 
it  is,  the  market  continues  in  an  upward  direction. 


AMERICAN  COAL  FOR  DANISH  NAVY. 

[CoDsnl  General  B.  D.  WInslow,  Copenbagen,  Aug.  20.] 

The  Danish  Navy  has  just  received  2,600  tons  of  American  steam 
coal  from  the  Atlantic  coast.  This  shipment  is  an  experiment,  and 
if  the  coal  equals  the  Welsh  coal  in  its  steaming  qualities  and  present 
conditions  continue  in  England  more  business  may  be  expected. 
The  coal  was  laid  down  in  Copenhagen  c.  i.  f.  at  about  55  shillings 
($13.38)  per  ton. 

The  importation  of  American  coal  depends  solely  on  its  quality 
and  c.  i.  f  jprice.  Heretofore  the  great  fuel  exporter  to  this  Kingdom 
has  been  England,  and  Danish  importers  are  now  looking  about  for 
new  sources  of  supply.  Two  Copenhagen  firms  [whose  addresses 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  branch  offices  by  referring  to  me  No.  65741],  wish  to 
know  the  quality  of  coal  offered  and  its  c.  i.  f .  price  in  Copenhagen. 
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FOBEIOH  TAADE  OPPOKTTnVITI^ 

Beaerred  addresses  maT  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaw  and  Its  kntaeh  oa««a.  Beqoest 
for  each  opportunity  gbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  B«aab«r  si^en. 

Peanut  oil,  Ko.  18298. — ^A  firm  in  New  York  requests  tbis  bnrean  to  place  It 
in  touch  witli  American  crushers  of  peanut  oil.  The  Arm  Is  In  the  market 
for  a  large  quantity. 

Enameled  Untoare,  antititie  copper  work,  etc..  No.  18299. — A  firm  in  Mew  Zea- 
land is  desirous  of  oommunlcating  with  American  manufacturers  of  enam- 
eled tinware,  antique  copper  worlt,  celluloid,  gelatin,  or  other  decorattre 
and  good  advertising  material  suitable  for  banging  in  rooms  and  public 
places. 

WiuMng  machinerp.  No.  18300. — A  Arm  in  Spain  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  is  desirous  of  est.iblishlng  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  washing  machinery.  Seferences  giyeo.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Spanish. 

Cotton  ginghamt  and  underwear.  No.  18301. — A  commission  agent  in  Norway 
Inforius  an  American  consul  that  be  desires  samples  of  American  printed 
cotton  ginghams  and  cheap  cotton  underwear.  Terms  and  catalogues  are 
desired.  If  possible  30  or  GO  days'  credit  Is  requested.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

Cotton  and  cotton  yam,  No.  18302. — An  American  consul  in  a  neutral  country 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  would  be  glad  to  corree^wnd  with  Amer- 
ican dealers  in  raw  cotton  or  cotton  yam. 

Olass-making  machinery.  No.  18303. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far 
EtiSt  reports  that  a  citizen  of  the  Philippine  Islands  contemplates  building  a 
glass  factory  In  a  nearby  country,  and  he  desires  that  American  manu- 
facturers of  glass-making  machinery  send  him  catalogues  and  price  lists. 
Correspondraice  may  be  In  flugllsh. 

Steel  for  pent.  No.  18304. — ^An  American  consul  In  Spain  reports  that  a  firm 
In  his  district  manufacturing  steel  pens  is  desirous  of  importing  from  the 
United  States  from  13,228  to  17,687  pounds  of  steel  a  year  from  0.59055  to 
0.98425  inch  in  thickness  and  2.12598  to  3.1496  Inches  in  width.  The  firm 
will  make  purchases  on  its  own  account,  and  prices  should  be  quoted  for  the 
goods  delivered  in  Barcelona.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French  or 
Spanish. 

Leather  "belting.  No.  18305. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland  re- 
ports that  an  Importer  and  dealer  specializing  in  American  machinery  de- 
sires to  extend  his  connections  in  America,  and  requests  that  he  be  put  in 
touch  with  manufacturers  of  leather  belting  for  machinery.  The  inquirer 
Is  willing  to  act  as  agent  or  purchase  outright  Catalogues  and  quotations 
indicating  the  lowest  export  price  and  time  of  delivery  are  requested.  Ref- 
erences given.    Correspondence  should  be  In  English. 

Field  glasses.  No.  18306. — A  jeweler  on  the  East  African  coast  Informs  an  Amer- 
ican consular  officer  that  he  desires  names  and  addresses  of  American  firms 
supplying  prismatic  field  glasses. 

Vacuum  bottles.  No.  18307. — A  contractor  in  India  desires  to  obtain  catalogues 
and  price  lists  from  American  manufacturers  of  vacuum  bottles.  It  is  nd- 
yisable  to  ship  cash  against  documents  either  in  American  port  or  through 
a  bank  in  India.    Correspondence  should  be  In  English. 

Chemicals,  No.  18308. — A  large  chemical  manufacturer  in  Switzeriaad  woald 
like  to  receive  quotations  f.  o.  b.  shipping  point  or  c.  i.  f.  Marseille  on  large 
quantities  of  the  following:  Formaldehyde,  caustic  potash,  alum,  hyposul- 
phite of  sodium,  calcium  bichromate,  permanganate  of  potash,  oxalic  acid, 
naphtaiia,  phosphate  of  sodium,  carbonate  of  potassium,  sodium  sulfide, 
sulphate  of  aluminium,  tartaric  acid,  and  citric  acid.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English,  German,  or  French. 

"Sigrotin,  No.  1S300. — A  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports  that  a  well-estab- 
lished firm  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of  nlgrosin  for 
use  in  the  manufacture  of  shoe  polish.  The  goods  must- be  of  a  deep,  black 
color. 
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BlectrUxil  goods.  Mo.  ISSIO^^-A  buMncM  man  in  Spain  wlsbes  to  act  as  repre- 
sentative for  American  manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  industrial  electrical 
macbinety,  acienttflc  apparattm  for  doctors  and  surgeons,  etc.  He  advises 
that  be  is  prepared  to  pay  casti  with  orders.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanlsb. 

Fine  mechanical  tociU,  No.  18311.— An  American  consul  In  Switzerland  re- 
ports that  a  business  man  in  his  district  Is  desirous  of  communicating  with 
American  manofactarers  of  fine  meclutnical  tools.  Catalogues  and  lowest 
export  prices  are  desired.  Befereaces  fomlsbed.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  English. 

lee-maMng  machine,  No.  18dl2. — ^Aa  American  consal  in  India  reports  that  a 
pbystcian  deertres  to  pnrcbase  an  American  Ice-making  machine  for  his 
mission  hospital.  Machines  capable  of  working  under  bard  conditions 
and  with  water  containing  a  high  percentage  of  mineral  matter,  especially 
mlt,  are  ad^i8able.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  ate  requested.  Correspond- 
eae»  may  be  In  English. 

Copper,  No.  18313. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  states 
that  a  business  man  wishes  to  secure  one  sheet  of  red  copper  4.0O  meters 
long,  1  meter  wide,  and  13  millimeters  thick.  One-half  sphere  of  red  copper 
0.75  meter  radius  and  18  millimeters  thick,  and  1  cupola  of  red  copper 
1.50  meters  In  diameter  and  18  millimeters  thick.  The  copper  must  be 
guurunteed  chemically  pure,  as  it  is  to  be  nsed  for  a  grease-dlatlllation 
apparatus.  A  diagram  accompanies  the  report,  and  it  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bnrean  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  65618.)  Corre* 
spondence  should  be  in  Spanlsb. 

Universal  geared  scroll  chucks.  No;  18314. — ^An  Importer  of  American  machinery 
in  Switzerland  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
universal  geared  scroll  chucks — combination  and  independent,  for  lathes. 
The  Importer  will  act  as  n'gent  or  purchase  outright.  Catalogues  and  price 
lists  are  solicited.    References  given.    Correspondence  should  be  in  £inglish. 

Cigarette  and  match-making  machine.  No.  18315. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Spain  reiwrts  that  a  local  Arm  is  In  the  market  for  several  automatic 
machines  for  the  manufacture  of  cigarette  l>oxes  and  match  boxes.  Bank 
references  given.    Corresiwndence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Electrical  supplies,  No.  18310. — A  Arm  In  Spain  Is  anxious  to  communicate  with 
Amerlciin  manufacturers  of  electrical  supplies,  such  as  electrical  lamps, 
ewitohcH,  shade  holders,  and  small  appiirutus.  It  wishes  to  make  pur- 
chases on  its  own  account  or  to  do  business  on  a  cash  basis.  References 
given. 

ABirOBHAL  naCES  FOB  BAIXWAT  TIES  JS  ESOLAITD. 

It  is  believed  by  many  railway  authorities  in  Great  Britain  that 
the  present  abnormal  prices  for  sleepers  will  be  maintained  for 
at  least  one  or  two  years  before  sleepers  again  reach  the  normal 
range  of  quotations.  This  is  a  statement  just  issued  at  Ottawa  from 
the  Canadian  Government  trade  commissioner  in  London.  His 
report  is  published  in  great  detail  in  the  September  6,  1915,  number 
of  the  Weekly  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 
Ottawa. 

Pitch-pine  sleepers  have  lately  been  sold  f.  a.  s.  American  ports 
for  about  75  cents  each,  and  the  delivered  cost  c.  i.  f.  English  ports 
during  the  past  three  or  four  months  has  been  $1.50  to  $1.75  each. 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  railway  ties  in  England  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce;  refer  to  Die  57508.  Exhaustive  details 
concerning  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  found  In  the  Railway 
Yearbook,  price  75  cents,  issued  by  the  Railway  Poblisblng  Co.,  30  Fetter  Lane, 
Fleet  Street,  London,  E.  0.] 
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lOHEBAL  PBODVCnOH  IH  AIBEBTA. 

tCoDBuI  Samuel  C.  Brat,  Calcary,  Alberta,  Canada,  Aim.  18.) 

Although  no  copper  is  produced  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  at 
present,  six  copper  claims,  estimated  as  being  worth  $1,000,000,  have 
been  acquired  near  Eldon  Siding,  between  Banff  and  Laggan,  by 
the  Alberta  Copper  Co.  According  to  assays  made  at  the  Trail 
emelter,  the  ore  deposits  ^ow  13.64  per  cent  of  copper  and  some 
gold. 

The  company  has  just  completed  a  road  from  Eldon  Siding  to 
the  mine,  3  miles  distant,  including  a  200-foot  bridge  over  the  Bow 
River.  As  the  mine  is  3,000  feet  above  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kail- 
way  track,  in  the  very  side  of  the  mountain,  there  will  be  no  need 
for  hoisting  and  the  mine  can  be  worked  comparatiyely  cheaply. 
The  manager  of  the  company  states  that  the  only  equipment  that 
will  be  purchased  at  the  present  time  is  an  aerial  tram.  Within  a 
week  or  two  it  is  the  intenticm  of  the  company  to  start  operations 
with  8  or  10  men,  increasing  this  force  as  the  work  may  develop. 

Copper  is  not  the  only  mineral  to  be  found  in  this  territory.  The 
company  also  claims  to  have  a  vein  of  lead  and  silver  close  to  the 
copper  mine,  while  prospectors  in  that  vicinity  assert  that  gold 
deposits  have  been  found.  The  land  is  all  taken  up  for  miles  around. 
In  1914  the  total  production  of  gold  in  Alberta  amounted  to  only  48 
ounces,  valued  at  $992. 

Official  Statlftles  of  ProTlnoe'a  Ontpnt 

The  Department  of  Mines  of  the  Dominion  Government  at  the 
request  of  this  office  gives  the  following  statistics  of  the  mineral 
production  of  Albeita  for  1914: 


Products. 

ISll 

1914 

Qoaatitr. 

VahM. 

Qnantlty. 

Vataa. 

Oold 

oonoes.. 

teas.. 

H  feet 

48 
8,683,015 
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64i;»a 

m 

Coal 

Naturftl  gas 

4,0U,7M 

7,174,480 

9M,ie» 

$10,4IR,M1 
1,079,466 
l,«47,fl33 
an,  408 
115,355 
178, 7W 
156,084 
285,185 

9,3W,»> 
LSlt.CT 

Ccmont 

Clay  products 

barrels.. 

Win 

Lime 

Sand-lime  brick 

Stono 

bushds.. 

number.. 

405,250 
IS,  464,  SOS 

280,253 
5,453,000 

Othftf  nrodiiots. 

ITS,  SIS 

Total 

15,054,046 

12,6S4,W 

The  value  of  the  mineral  production  in  all  Canada  in  1914,  accord- 
ing to  revised  statistics,  was  $128,556,268,  as  compared  with  a  total 
output  valued  at  $145,634,812  in  1913. 


Branoli  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreig;!!  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

New  York,  Xoom  409  Vnlted  Statet  Cnstomhoiise;  Botton,  76S  Oliver  Bnildiaci 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnilding;  St  Louis,  40S  Third  Natioaal  Bank  Bnildiac; 
AUanta,  521  Post  Office  BtUldingr;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  8u 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle,  822  Alaska  Btdlding.  Cotter- 
ative  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  af 
Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  DUTCH  EMBABGO  LIST. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Rotterdam.] 

The  following  products  have  been  added  to  those  the  exportation 
of  which  from  the  Netherlands  is  prohibited:  Flax  waste,  suitable 
for  the  manufacture  of  yams;  steel  wire  and  manufactures  thereof; 
raw  zinc  and  manufactures  of  which  zinc  is  the  principal  component 
material;  crude  shellac;  iron  of  all  kinds;  walnut  wood;  potatoes 
and  certain  fresh  vegetables ;  medical  and  optical  instruments  of  all 
kinds ;  cast-iron  waste ;  iron  profiles ;  steel  for  tools ;  yarns  and  manu- 
factures thereof  suitable  for  military  use;  mutton.  The  embargo 
on  zinc  plate  has  been  raised. 


SWISS  TOTS  FOB  AUEMCA. 

In  Switzerland  the  toy  industry  has  recently  been  developed  to  a 
considerable  extent.  Various  organizations  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  have  joined  hands  with  a  view  of  increasing  its  efficiency 
and  of  encouraging  and  facilitating  the  exportation  of  its  products. 
Important  orders  have  already  been  filled  for  France  and  England. 
Some  firms  alone  have  produced  hundreds  of  new  models  in  wood 
and  in  pasteboard  and  more  are  being  added  daily.  The  industry  is 
now  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  a  large  foreign  demand  and  to 
supply  much  of  the  needs  of  the  United  States. 

The  new  Swiss  Foreign  Trade  Bureau  Metropol,  Borsenstrasse 
10,  Ziirich  Stand,  Ziirich  (see  (Gjmmerce  Reports  for  Aug.  26, 1915) 
has  prepared  lists  of  reliable  manufacturers,  is  ready  to  put  buyers 
in  cammunication  with  the  producers,  and  holds  iteelf  at  the  dis- 
posal of  those  anxious  to  form  connections  in  this  field.  A  collection 
of  catalogues  and  samples  will  shortly  be  established  there. 

Additional  information  and  addresses  of  Swiss  manufacturers  of 
toys,  as  well<a6  of  musical  instruments  of  all  kinds,  may  now  also  be 
had  from  the  Legation  of  Switzerland  in  Washington,  D.  C,  which 
sm'-ii  1313 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1314  COMHEBCB  REFOBTS. 

has  declared  its  willingness  to  assist  American  importers  in  securing 
the  needed  articles. 

The  Legation  has  furnished  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Conunerce  sampl<^,  lithographed  sheets  of  soldiers  of  all  the 
belligerent  countries,  which  may  be  seen  <m  application  to  the  Bureau- 
These  pictures  of  soldiers  are  for  pasting  oa  wood  for  the  amusement 
of  children,  and  will  no  doubt  have  a  large  sale  in  the  United  States. 


DBEDGnrO  OF  "  TOWH  CTTT  CHAHNEL,"  BESlCnBA. 

[Connil  Carl  B.  Loop,  BamUtoa,  Aog.  20.] 

Two  steam  dredges,  the  property  of  the  Bermuda  Ck>vemnKnt,  are 
now  engaged  in  deepening,  widening,  and  improving  the  "Town 
Cut  Channel,"  leading  into  the  excellent  harbor  of  St.  George.  ITie 
specifications  require  that  when  the  work  is  completed  the  channel 
shall  be  26  feet  cieep  at  mean  low  water  and  120  feet  wide.    It  is  ex- 

Eected  that  the  undertaking  will  be  finished  in  November,  1916.  The 
rst  steam  ve^el  passed  through  the  channel  July  22,  1915,  the  ship 
being  the  Corona,  a  small  passenger  boat  of  about  110  gross  tons  and 
about  1\  feet  draft. 

Through  the  enlargement  of  this  channel  the  town  of  St,  George 
hopes  to  regain  something  of  the  ascendancy  it  lost  when  the  capital 
was  removed  to  Hamilton  in  1810.  However,  imless  the  channel  is 
enlarged  beyond  the  dimensions  of  the  present  enterprise  it  will  not 
be  available  for  large  seagoing  vessels,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  the 
accommodation  of  smaller  vessels  will  have  any  appreciable  effect  on 
the  relative  importance  of  the  two  municipalities. 

It  is  thought  that  the  enlargement  of  the  channel  will  have  a  con- 
siderable e^ct  on  the  coaling  trade,  since  St,  George  is  a  coaling 
station  of  some  importance.  About  9,000  tons  of  coal  was  imported 
in  American  bottoms  during  the  first  five  months  of  1915.  Some  of 
these  vessels  were  compelled  to  discharge  parts  of  their  cargoes  into 
lighters  or  to  sail  with  only  partial  cargoes,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
enter  the  harbor.  A  number  of  American  steamers  calling  for  re- 
pairs and  bunker  coal  have  been  obliged  to  anchor  in  an  open  road- 
stend.  The  opening  of  the  new  channel  will  doubtless  greatly  facili- 
tate the  sale  of  coalto  shipping. 

[The  complete  report  on  tills  subject,  togetber  with  a  map  showing  the  prog- 
ress of  the  dredging,  will  be  loancjd  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domcstie 
Commerce  to  interested  persons.    Kefer  to  file  No.  63726i.] 


CIBCULAB  TO  THE  TTFITP  TRADE, 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  at  Washington  is  in  receipt  of  the 
following  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine 
Islands : 

During  August,  1016,  Goremment  fiber  Inspectors  Inspected  and  stamped 
83.7G5  bnles  abaca  as  follows:  A,  401;  B,  964;  C,  2,570;  D,  4,854;  B,  9J38; 
S-1.  2,737;  S-2,  2..'-.S0;  S-3.  937;  P.  12.034;  G,  3^8;  H,  2,0iW,:  I,  U,»78;  J, 
11,64&;  K,  »,706;  L,  13.2^!?;  M,  5.156;  strings,  eW.,  1,073.  'Duang  last  month 
Govdi^ment  iflber  Inspeotiot^  Inspctted  and  stamped  3,6lf  bales' maguey  as  txA.' 
lows:  1,144;  2, 1,846;  8,  1,401;  D,  128.  '      " 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPORTS.  1315 

EHOIISH  EPFOBTS  TO  DTSUBE  WHOLESOME  MILE  SUPPLT. 

[Consul  Augustus  B.  Insram,  Bradford,  Aug.  24.] 

At  the  time  the  milk  and  dairies  act  of  1914  was  passed  an  effort 
was  made  to  have  a  provision  inserted  for  certified  milk,  but  as  that 
effort  failed  the  National  Clean  Milk  Society,  2  Soho  Square,  Lon- 
don, was  formed,  its  objects  being  to  raise  the  hygienic  standard  of 
milk  and  milk  products  and  to  educate  the  public  as  to  the  importance 
of  a  clean  and  wholesome  milk  supply.  That  society  is  now  working 
to  introduce  the  score-card  system  of  dairy-farm  inspection,  such  as 
is  now  being  used  in  the  United  States.  The  system  has  been  adopted 
by  the  city  of  Bradford. 

Another  matter  that  is  receiving  attention  by  the  British  Board  of 
Agriculture  is  the  formation  of  milk  recording  societies.  So  far  the 
dairy  farmers  have  not  fully  appreciated  the  value  of  milk  records, 
and,  according  to  the  report  issued  for  the  period  ended  last  March, 
only  16  societies  had  been  formed  throughout  the  country.  The 
board  hopes,  however,  that  the  certificates  of  the  milk  yields  that  they 
propose  to  issue  will  enhance  not  only  the  value  of  the  cows  to  which 
they  relate  but  the  progeny  also,  and  that  the  possession  of  the  Gov- 
ernment certificate  of  a  good  milk  record  will  be,  in  the  course  of 
time,  eargerly  sought  after. 

[Consul  Ingram  sent  with  this  report  copies  of  three  reports  on  "  CJost  of 
food  in  the  production  of  milk,"  published  by  the  University  of  Leeds,  and  an 
article  on  "  Economical  rations,"  from  the  Yorkshire  Observer  of  July  31,  1915. 
These  will  be  loaned  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreigu  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Refer 
to  file  No.  65601.] 

ALGEBI&N  BEIEB  BOOTS  FOB  PIPE  MAKIHO. 

American  consular  Invoices  for  several  years  have  shown  ship- 
ments from  Algeria  of  an  annual  average  of  $100,000  worth  of  brier- 
wood  to  the  United  States.  The  British  consul  at  Bone,  Algeria, 
mentions  that  an  industry  was  established  there  about  four  years  ago 
by  an  American  firm  for  utilizing  the  roots  of  the  "bruyere,'.'  or 
white-heather  bush  {Erica  arborea).  These  are  cut  into  the  rough 
forms  of  tobacco  pipes,  called  "  ebauchons  "  in  French,  and  the  quan- 
tities sent  away  amounted  to  342  tons,  which  represent  between 
5,000,000  and  6,000,000  of  the  rough  forms.  To  produce  this  quantity 
an  immense  tonnage  of  roots  was  required,  because  very  often,  owing 
to  cracks  and  other  faults,  only  one  rough  pipe  is  found  in  a  fair- 
sized  root.  This  industry  is  an  immense  advantage  to  the  country,  as 
it  tends  to  remove  quantities  of  brushwood  which  otherwise  are 
simply  a  danger  to  the  forests  and  can  only  be  got  rid  of  at  a  very 
great  expense.  It  can,  however,  only  be  carried  on  where  water  is 
plentiful,  as  it  is  necessary  to  keep  the  roots  thoroughly  damp  from 
the  moment  they  are  drawn  from  the  soil  until  they  are  cut  into  the 
rough  forms  and  boiled.  However,  seeing  the  vast  district  covered 
with  forest,  the  consul  adds  that  it  would  appear  that  there  is  an 
opening  for  capital  in  the  hands  of  an  intelligent  young  man  willing 
to  work. 

The  United  States  imported,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jpne  30, 
1914,  a  to^al  of  $250,335  worth  of  brierwood,  ivy,  and  laurel  root, 
while  durmg  the  year  just  closed — June  30,  1915-— the  total  imports 
reached  $306,892. 
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VISIT  TROJi  CSAXBES  OF  COMKEBCE  IH  EOLLAHB. 

A  projected  tour  of  the  United  States  by  representatives  of  the  re- 
organized American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Amsterdam,  now 
known  as  the  American-Export  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  announced. 
The  Bm'eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commprce  is  informed  that  the 
visitors  will  arrive  some  time  in  October,  and  will  remain  in  this 
country  about  three  months.  They  come  with  the  double  object  of 
extending  the  membership  of  the  organization  in  this  country,  and 
calling  to  the  attention  of  boards  of  trade,  chambers  of  commerce, 
manufacturers'  and  merchants'  associations,  individual  firms  and 
corporations,  and  any  persons  interested  in  the  export  trade  of  the 
United  States,  the  opportunities  that  the  Netherlands  presents  as  an 
export  center,  especially  wi,th  reference  to  the  new  ana  changed  re- 
quirements resulting  from  the  present  war. 

The  committee  from  Amsterdam  has  asked  for  the  cooperation  of 
the  bureau  in  conducting  its  campaign  in  this  country,  and  has  re- 
ceived from  the  bureau  assurances  of  active  assistance  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  itinerary  of  the  representatives,  and  for  appoint- 
ments and  meetings  in  the  various  cities  that  they  desire  to  visit. 

The  visitors  will  be  received  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  East, 
the  Central  West  as  far  as  Chicago,  and  the  South  as  far  as  New 
Orleans.  In  meeting  the  business  men  of  these  cities,  they  will 
present,  by  means  of  slides  and  films,  Amsterdam's  facilities  fo;r 
handling  foreign  trade.  The  purpose  of  the  organization  is  to 
maintain  headquarters  at  Amsterdam,  consisting  of  suitable  rooms 
where  books  and  magazines,  pamphlets,  and  papers  relating  to  all 
world  business  will  be  kept  on  nle,  so  that  commercial  travelers, 
firms,  and  corporations  can,  at  any  time,  receive  information,  free 
of  charge,  as  to  business  openings,  the  best  routes  of  travel,  and 
anything  that  will  be  of  benefit  to  them  in  their  trade  abroad.  It  is 
planned  to  exhibit  trade  and  stock  exchange  reports,  and  to  keep 
the  addresses  of  individuals  and  firms  desiring  to  open  correspond- 
ence with  the  view  of  establishing  business  connections. 

Details  of  all  these  features  of  the  work  of  the  Amsterdam  office 
will  be  presented  during  the  numerous  meetings  and  conferences 
that  are  to  be  held  in  this  country,  and  to  make  the  campaign  as 
effective  as  possible  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
offers  to  arrange  to  place  this  committee  in  touch  with  representa- 
tive business  men  and  organizations  desiring  to  confer  with  the 
visitors.  The  latter  have  made  a  special  study  of  plans  for  readjust- 
ing disturbed  business  relations,  so  that  their  lectures  and  addresses 
and  private  talks,  it  is  believed,  will  be  not  only  of  special  im- 
portance to  business  men,  but  also  of  general  interest  to  the  public. 
The  support  of  the  American-Export  Chamber  of  Commerce  at 
Amsterdam  is  to  be  derived  from  membership  feesj  and  persons, 
firms,  or  corporations  interested  in  its  objects  are  eligible.  Its  year- 
book, recently  issued,  says  of  the  plans  oi  the  reorganized  body : 

It  Is  planning  to  make  Amsterdam  the  center  from  which  Am^caa  &irer- 
tlslng  can  be  done.  In  Its  building,  which  will  practically  be  a  commercial 
museum,  eatnlognes  of  American  exporters;  will  b^  ^assified  af^, explained,  so 
that  'tinv  visitor  can  immediately  obtain  free  information  conoeirmng  Am»lcan 
Industries.  The  worlc  of  tbila  chamber  will  be  farther  eiflai'gedf'aDd  It  wlU 
Interest  itself  in  extending  business  relations  all  over  Burope,   Bnrj  AmerkM 
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commercial  traveler  In  Europe  would  do  well  to  inform  this  chamber  as  to 
the  nature  of  his  intended  visit.  In  order  that  plans  can  be  worked  out  and 
prepared  so  as  to  help  make  his  visit  a  success.  The  chamber  will  maintain 
associate  offices  in  all  parts  of  Europe  under  its  direction. 


FEW  TELKPHOKE  SEBVICES  FOB  TIEHUFO  ASB  KAIYTJAN. 

[Consul  General  P.  8.  Ilelntzloman,  Mukdrn,  Manchuria,  Aug.  5.] 

The  Chinese  at  Tiehlin^  have  long  been  aware  that  by  improving 
the  means  of  communication  between  the  police  stations  the  opera- 
tions of  brigands  might  be  curbed;  also,  as  the  existing  telegraphic 
service  cost  the  merchants  heavily,  even  though  their  requirements 
were  not  met,  they  hoped  that  the  tielephone  system,  once  installed  at 
Tiehling,  might  be  gradually  extended  to  Mukden  on  the  south,  to 
Fakumen  on  the  west,  and  to  Kaiyuan  on  the  north.  This  plan  en- 
listed the  general  support  of  the  military,  police,  mercantile,  and  edu- 
cational circles,  who  agreed  to  bear  a  share  in  the  funds  required 
and  asked  the  prefect  to  sign  a  contract  on  their  behalf.  A  contract 
was  signed  July  24, 1915,  for  the  purchase  of  more  than  60  telephones, 
a  switchboard,  and  about  TO  miles  of  telephone  wires,  at  the  price  of 
$6,500.  A  Japanese  firm  at  Changchun  is  supplying  these  goods, 
which  are  coming  from  Osaka. 

The  prefect  at  Kaiyuan,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Japanese  consul, 
is  carrying  on  negotiations  with  the  same  Japanese  firm  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  telephone  installation  for  Kaiyuan  at  the  same  price  as  for 
Tiehling. 

[Artidiis  on  other  new  telephone  installations  in  China  have  appeared  In 
GouMEBCE  Repobts  for  Apr.  14,  June  11,  and  June  18,  1910.] 


AMEBICAN  TBASE  FUBUCATIONS  FOB  CHINESE  OOYEEUniEirr. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  Peking,  Cblna,  Aug.  6.] 

The  Conunercial  and  Industrial  Commission  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Commerce,  Peking,  is  installing  a  library  of  foreign 
trade  publications  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  Chinese  importers 
and  exporters  in  making  connections  abroad.  It  is  suggested  that 
publishers  of  American  trade  directories  favor  this  commission  with, 
copies  of  their  publications,  and  if  they  can  not  do  so  gratuitously, 
address  the  commission,  stating  the  character  of  the  publications  and 
the  prices  at  which  they  can  be  secured.  In  this  connection  it  is  also 
suggested  that  American  manufacturers  furnish  the  Commercial  and 
Industrial  Commission  with  copies  of  their  catalogues.  The  com- 
mission will  also  appreciate  receiving  complimentary  subscriptions 
to  American  trade  journals. 

The  Chinese  people  are  very  friendly  inclined  toward  the  United 
States  and  things  American,  and  undoubtedly  substantial  results  will 
accrue  from  sending  American  trade  publications  to  the  Commercial 
and  Industrial  Commission  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce, Peking,  for  the  use  of  this  commission  in  the  development  of 
the  trade  of  China. 

It  is  repbrted,  writes  Consul  General  E.  D.  "Winslow,  of  Copen- 
hagen, under  date  of  August  IJJ,  that  the  loss  to  the  Danisli  merchant 
marine  through  mines  and  torpedoing  amounts  to  $1,000,000. 
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CONSTTMPTIOH  07  WHEAT  FLOTTB  IK  WlAZn.. 

[Ambanador  Bdwin  V.  Horgan,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Braail,  Auc.  9.] 

Mr.  Lincoln  Hutchinson,  the  commercial  attach^  of  this  embaaeiy, 
has  prepared  a  nieniorandum  regarding  wheat  flour  in  Brazil,  whidi 
shows  that  whatever  injury  Argentine  interests  have  suflFered  is  due 
rather  to  the  development  of  a  protected  home  industry  than  to  an 
increa.se  in  American  business  resulting  from  the  30  per  cent  prefer- 
ential tariff  rebate  that  Brazil  gives  to  American  flour. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  to  send  Mr.  Hutchinson's  memorandum  to 
the  American  embassy  in  Buenos  Aires.  Mr.  Hale,  the  commercial 
attach^  there,  prepared  an  article  on  the  data  that  Mr.  Hutchinson 
had  supplied,  which  appeared  in  La  Prensa  on  July  24.  This  article 
was  inserted  in  the  Jomal  do  Commercio  of  this  city  <mi  August  3. 
it  being  believed  that  the  reproduction  of  an  article  from  a  Buenos 
Aires  paper  would  be  more  efficient  in  its  effect  than  a  publication 
emanating  from  this  embassy. 

Following  is  a  translation  of  Mr.  Hale's  article  in  the  Prensa, 
which  was  reproduced  in  the  Jomal  do  Commercio: 

It  Ih  intorpHtIng  to  note  the  steady  advance  In  the  consumption  of  wheat  flom 
in  Rni£il,  because  wbent  hns  not  t)een  cultivnted  In  that  Republic  to  any  extent, 
and  therefore  flour  bus  bod  gradually  to  displace  the  better-known  bread  mude 
from  mondloca.  or  cassava,  which  is  indigenous  to  the  conntry.     . 

I'p  to  the  present  ]>racticnlly  all  whent  hag  been  Imported,  and  a  certaia 
amount  of  flour,  althoush  the  mills  in  Brazil  have  been  steadily  Increaslnt 
their  outpnt  of  flonr  made  from  Imported  wheat 

Statistics  of  Imports  and  Home  Prodnotion. 

St.ntlstlps  .show  the  following  flgnres,  quantities  being  given  in  kilos  (lcll«= 
22(M.e  iwunds) : 


Y«ais. 

Importaot 
wb«st  door. 

Honwpro- 

doctlonM  floor 

from  imported 

irh«rt(flonr 

W  per  cent 

wheat). 

Total  consamiH 

tlOQ. 

igo< 

JTOm. 
131,000,000 
141,000,000 
154.000,000 
ITO.000,000 
151,000,000 

KOm. 
1»,  009,000 
139,000,000 
U1,000,(M> 

161,000,000 
109,000,000 

mm. 

167,000,  OH 

1905 

3m,a)o,on 

1906 

ja$,«(iOhm 

1907 

331,000,01 

1908 

320,000,0(0 

Total 

747,000,000 

746,000,000 

1,403,  on,  on 

1910 

159,n()0.000 
l«9,000.0l» 

190,000,000 

170,000,000 
IH  000, 000 

206,000.000 
317,000,000 
24S.000,0a0 
2».  000, 000 
240,000,000 

^z.^ 

1911 

1912    

SiliSS 

1913 

1914       

383,000,000 

Total 

813,000,000 

1,306,000,000 

8,017,000,001 

Annl.vzlng  those  fltrures,  there  is  indicated  the  proportlona  of  floor  soiqtied 
by  direct  luiixirtation  and  by  home  production  from  wheat. 


Yean. 

Imported 
floor. 

Floor   pro- 

dnoedla 

BradL 

1904 : 

1905...,, ,., 1.1 ^ ,, '      .... 

1906...?! I.. ....::.?.       

1907 

190S ..".".■.■".'.".■.".""."i;"."."".";i;! 

«■• 
•.i 
4>.i 
StS 
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Years. 

Imported 

Uour. 

Flour    pro- 
duced In 
Brua. 

1910 

Per  cent. 
43.6 
42.3 
43.4 
37.4 
35.0 

Pa  cent. 

S6.4 

1911 

57. 7 

1912 

56.8 

1913 

62.6 

1914 

6S.0 

Period  1904-1908 

50.0 
40.2 

60.0 

Period  1910-1914 

S9.8 

The  consumption,  therefore,  In  Brazil  has  increased  from  an  average  of 
298,600,000  lillos  per  annum  for  the  period  1004-S  to  401,400.000  l^ilos  per 
annum  for  1910-14.  This  increase  in  the  annual  consumption,  which  equals 
104,800,000,  has  been  supplied:  (1)  By  an  increase  of  home  production  of  flour 
of  about  90.000,000  kilos  per  annum,  and  (2)  by  an  increase  in  imports  from 
the  United  States  of  about  15,000,000  per  annum. 

Brnzil's' production  of  flour  is  increasing  and  is  now  about  50  per  cent  larger 
than  importation.  Since  the  1904-8  period  this  home  production  has  increased 
seven  times  as  fast  as  importation.  The  Brazil  Industry  of  flour  malving 
seems  to  be  well  protected  and  will  undoubtedly  be  further  developed,  while 
this  relatively  decreasing  demand  for  imported  flour  has  been  and  will  continue 
to  be  easily  met  by  the  supplies  from  the  United  States. 


CHAHBEB  OF  COMMEBCE  FOB  AIL  UEW  EUTOLANI). 

[Commercial  Agent  F.  L.  Roberta,  Boston,  Sept.  7.] 

About  two  weelts  ago  the  Boston  Advertiser  started  publishing  a 
series  of  articles  showing  the  need  for  and  value  of  a  commercial  or- 
ganization that  would  serve  all  New  England,  eliminating  sectional 
jealousies  which  now  exist,  and  providing  a  medium  through  which 
the  business  interests  of  New  England  comd  act  as  a  body  on  national 
and  local  questions.  The  initial  step  toward  the  formation  of  such  a 
chamber  w^as  taken  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  England  Association  of 
Commercial  Executives  early  m  September,  when  the  plan  was 
heartily  indorsed,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  members  should  submit 
the  proposal  to  their  respective  boards  of  directors. 

In  an  address  before  this  meeting  G.  A.  Copeland,  of  the  Adver- 
tiser, pointed  out  the  wide  field  that  lay  open  to  the  activities  of  such 
an  interstate  organization.  He  drew  attention,  among  other  things, 
to  the  fishing  schools  maintained  by  Japan,  and  to  the  fact  that  dur- 
ing the  decade  1902-1912  Japan  doubled  its  marine  catch  and  in- 
creased by  80  per  cent  the  treated  marine  products.  He  suggested 
that  a  similar  system  of  fishery  training  in  New  England  might 

{)rove  equally  advantageous.  He  referred  to  the  instruction  in  the 
anguage  and  business  methods  of  Bussia  that,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  chambers  of  commerce  of  Nottingham  and  Bir- 
mingham, has  been  introduced  in  the  commercial  schools  and  colleges 
of  those  sections  of  England.  Persistent  publicity,  cooperation  be- 
tween business  and  the  Government  to  secure  better  educational 
facilities  and  to  create  permanent  trade  exhibits,  State  legislation, 
and  the  maintenance  of  a  bureau  of  information,  were  other  sug- 
gested lines  of  activity  open  to  a  coordinated  New  England  com- 
.mercial  body. 

It  is  not  planned  to  do  away  with  any  of  the  existing  trade  organ- 
izations, but  merely  to  unite  and  supplement  their  efforts  and  to  act 
in  matters  not  within  the  scope  of  a  single  State  chamber. 
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cow-TEsmro  besttits  nr  cahaba. 

(Consul  O.  Bassell  Taggart,  Cornwall,  Ontario,  Sept.  l.I 

For  the  purpose  of  encouraging  and  assisting  farmers  to  keep 
.records  of  the  quantity  of  milk  produced  by  each  cow,  so  that  thie 
profitable  ones  may  be  distinguished  from  the  unprofitable,  dairy- 
record  centers  have  been  established  in  Canada  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Dairy  and  Cold-Storage  Conunissioner. 

According  to  the  report  just  iss-ied  by  the  Canadian  Minister  of 
Agriculture  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  35  of  these  dairy- 
i-ecord  centers  were  in  operation  in  1914. 

The  report  states  that  the  activities  connected  with  this  cow 
testing  consisted  of — 

(a)  The  pnblicntlon  of  popular  bunetins  and  circulars  on  the  sobject;  (t) 
the  froqucnt  prepiirntlon  of  short  articles  for  the  press  dealing  with  varloM 
aspects  of  the  work  and  citing  specific  cases  of  increase  in  milk  field  as  a 
result  of  systematic  testing;  (c)  addresses  given  by  the  recorders,  provUicial 
supervisors,  and  meuliers  of  the  headquarters  staff;  (d)  personal  visits  to 
farmers  by  recordeis;  and  (c)  a  very  extensive  correspondnce. 

AT«t«ge  Prodnctloii  of  Milk  Hotably  laoreMed. 

The  results  are,  acccording  to  the  report,  that  "the  average  pro- 
duction of  milk  in  Canada  has  been  increased  by  1,000  pounds  per 
cow  since  this  work  was  started.  With  over  two  and  a  half  million 
cows  in  Canada,  the  value  of  the  total  annual  production  is  thus 
increased  by  at  least  $25,000,000,  and  the  work  is  only  just  btwun." 

One  of  these  dairy-record  centers  has  been  operating  in  the  Cora- 
wall  district,  and  the  report  of  the  recorder  concerning  the  resnhs 
in  1934  has  just  been  made  to  the  Cornwall  Cheese  Board.  The  re- 
corder states  that  the  work  has  been  most  successful,  and  that  increas- 
ing interest  is  being  taken  by  the  diary  farmers  in  the  betterment  of 
their  herds  and  in  the  improvement  of  their  milk  supply. 

Statistics  Obtained  In  Cornwall  District. 

The  recorder  reports  the  following  comparisons,  giving  the  aver- 
age, highest,  and  lowest  production  of  the  animals  of  tiie  different 
ages  tested: 

Ttoo-ycar-olds. — ^The  average  prodacti<m  of  the  2-year-olds  was  4,430  pounds 
milk  and  170.3  pounds  fat. 

The  lowest  production  of  milk  was  2,515  pounds,  by  a  scrub  Holttein.  Tbt 
lowest  amount  of  fat  was  95.1  pounds,  by  a  scrub  Ayrshire. 

The  highest  amount  of  milk  was  by  a  pnre-bred  Holstein,  which  produced 
7,994  pounda  The  highest  amount  of  fat  waa  316.7  pounds,  by  a  pnie-bied 
Holstein. 

Threeyear-olds. — The  average  production  of  the  8-year-olds  was  4,718  pooodi 
milk  and  1.S1.5  pounds  fat. 

The  lowest  amount  of  milk  was  2.175  pounds,  by  a  grade  Jersey,  and  the 
lowest  amount  of  fat  91.5  pounds,  by  the  same  cow. 

The  highest  amount  of  milk  was  9.999  pounds,  by  a  pnre-bred  Holstein,  and 
the  highest  amount  of  fat  370.9  pounds,  by  the  same  cow. 

Four-year-olds. — The  average  production  of  the  4-year-olds  was  5,058  pound* 
milk  and  195  pounds  fat. 

The  lowest  production  of  milk  was  3375  pounds,  by  a  acmb  Ayrshire,  and 
the  lowest  amount  of  fat  128J5  pounds,  by  the  same  cow. 

The  highest  amount  of  milk  was  13.027  pounds,  by  a  pure-bred  Holstein,  and 
the  higljest  amount  of  fat  ni.'l.i  pounds,  by  the  same  cow. 

" FuU  affe."^An  cows  5  years  and  over  are  In  one  cUsa,  Imo^  as  "fall 
age,"  and  tbelr  average  production  was  S,6S9  pounds  milk  and  212.1  poands  tit. 
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The  lowest  pvodoettba  of  milk  was  2,754  pounds,  by  a  grade  Jersey,  and  the 
lowest  production  of  fat  105.1  pounds,  by  a  scrub  Holsteln. 

The  hlgbest  amotmt  of  milk  was  10,235  potmds,  by  a  pore-bred  Holsteln,  and 
the  higkest  amount  of  fat  was  389  pounds,  by  a  grade  Ayrshire. 

Average,  all  ages. — The  average  production  ot  aU  cows  of  all  ages  was 
6,336.S  ponnds  mflk  and  202  pounds  fat. 


EECENT  TEADE  GAINS  IN  SOUTH  AMEBICA. 

One  of  the  mofrt  influential  newspapers  of  Buenos  Aires  has  re- 
cently published  an  article  calling  the  attention  of  American  export- 
ers to  a  matter  which  is  of  great  importance  in  connection  with  the 
present  campaign  for  South  American  trade  and  which  gives  empha- 
sis to  much  of  the  comment  on  faulty  trade  methods  which  has  ap- 
peared from  time  to  time  in  thepubfieations  of  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce.  Iney  point  out  that  as  the  European 
conflict  is  prolonged  the  United  States  will  probably  continue  to 
strengthen  and  expand  the  commercial  position  which  the  force  of 
circumstances  has  caused  the  belligerent  countries  to  abandon.  They 
then  continue : 

This  auspicious  situation  for  Anterican  tradev  howerrer,  will  be  but  transi- 
tory if  they  do  not  tal^e  pains  to  consolidate  these  positions  in  such  a  manner 
as  win  enable  them  successfnlly  to  meet  competition  In  the  fatnre.  If,  on  the 
one  band,  circumstances  are  facilUatfuR  the  expnnsioo  oi  American  trade 
relatioiKrtilps,  tbey  also  inyolve,  on  tlie  other,  eontiJoKenclea  which  wtH  have  to 
be  faced  when  the  nations  at  present  in  arms  take  up  again  their  commercial 
and  Industrial  activity. 

The  position  of  the  United  States  to-day  does  not  result  i»iBaarUy  from  their 
own  efforts  or  initiative,  and  the  present  abnormal  state  of  affairs  m^t  induce 
Americans  Into  the  error  of  believing  that  they  have  no  occasion  to  sharpen 
thetr  Judgment  or  ta  display  special  commereiai  aptitude  In  order  to  conquer 
definitively  the  positions  they  have  obtained.  The  present  situation  wiU  b« 
neither  lasting  nor  tenable  unless  Americans  modify  tlielr  qrstems  of  sale  and 
supply,  having  regard  to  reciprocal  convenience.  They  ought  to  model  their 
methods  on  those  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  offering  the  same  advantages  and 
adapting-  themselves  to  the  exigencies  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  eonsumeiB 
whom  they  supply.  They  need  to  create  an  atmosphere  wtiieh  wiU  lecnre  them 
a  preference. 

It  is  finally  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  per- 
manence of  American  trade  gains  in  South  America  when  the  war 
is  oTer  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  present  increases  are  largely  being 
secured  throu^  local  Enropean  nooses  as  intermediaries^  and  that, 
as  these  are  turning  to  American  sources  of  supply  only  provision- 
ally, they  will  naturally,  when  conditicms  hare  again  become  nonnal, 
endeaTor  to  resume  their  former  relationshipa, 

While  some  of  the  statements  made  in  this  article  may  possibly 
be  overdrawn,  it  seems  evident  tliat  tbey  ccmtain  a  very  considerable 
amoimt  of  truth,  and  that  manufacturers  and  exporters  in  this  count- 
try  to  whom  they  apply  would  do  weU  in  giving  them  consideration. 


STATE  ENTEBFBISES  IN  ATHSTTtATIA. 

It  is  reported  from  Perth,  capital  of  Western  Australia,  that  in 
the  legislative  assembly  the  premier  said  the  State  trading  concfetna 
made  a  profit  la^t  year  of  $100,000.  The  State  steamwa  showed  s 
loss  of  $35,0QP,  the  sawmills  a  profit  of  $135,006;  though  their  actual 
expenditure  was  $2,(»O,00C,  the  receipts  bang  $1,&10,000,  there  was 
$60(^,009  wmib  of  stock  on  hand. 
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HOSIEAY  Am)  EIin)E£D  LINES  FOB  AirSTAAIIA. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  Brittaln,  Sydney,  New  SouUi  Wales,  Avig.  4.] 

In  a  recent  interview  a  salesman  for  American  houses,  who  has 
carefully  canvassed  the  field  here,  stated  that  the  following  lines  of 
merchandise  are  suitable  for  the  Australian  market  and  are  in 
demand : 

Hen's  Hosiery  and  Trnderwear. 

Men's  cotton  half  hose  to  cost  from  $0.80  to  $1.75  per  dozen  f .  o.  b. 
factory  United  States  would  find  a  sale  here.  This  class  of  goods 
should  have  each  single  sock  stamped  "  Cotton,  made  in  U.  S.  A.," 
and  the  boxes  or  packages  should  also  be  stamped  in  a  similar  manner. 

Cashmere  socks  at  $1.25  to  $4.60,  with  and  without  "  clocks,"  are 
greatly  in  demand  in  Australia.  They  should  be  stamped  "Wool, 
made  in  U.  S.  A.,"  or,  if  containing  a  percentage  of  cotton,  "  Wool 
and  cotton,  made  in  XJ.  S.  A."  Tney  are  usually  packed  in  half- 
dozen  packages,  not  in  boxes. 

Popular  lines  of  men's  underwear  are  made  of  a  fabric  that  resem- 
bles the  lightest  weight  cotton  knit  goods  made  in  the  United  States. 
The  demand  is  for  two-piece  suits  (not  union  suits)  with  quarter 
sleeves  and  ankle  lengths.  Medium  weights  are  also  m  demand,  but 
not  the  very  heavy  weights  used  in  wmter  in  the  United  States. 
Suits  should  run  in  quality  from  the  very  cheapest  up  to  the  best. 
Oarments  for  Women  and  Hisses — ^Infants'  Bibs. 

The  big  demand  in  undergarments  for  women  and  misses  is  for 
union  suits  and  combination  suits  in  summer  weight,  cotton  woven 
(or  knitted)  goods,  at  $2,  $2.25,  $2.50,  $2.75,  and  $3  per  dozen,  f.  o.  b. 
factory,  and  should  be  stamped  "  Cotton,  made  in  U.  S.  A."  They 
should  all  have  quarter-length  sleeves  and  be  loiee  length. 

Throughout  Australia  women's  lightweight  vests  are  in  great  de- 
mand, and  I  am  informed  that  there  are  now  fully  100,000  dozen  sold 
in  Australia  that  are  made  in  the  United  States.  New  South  Wales 
absorbs  25,000  dozen.  These  vests  should  cost  $0.80,  $1,  $1.10,  $1.25, 
and  up  to  $1.75  per  dozen  f.  o.  b.  factory,  and  be  branded  "  Cotton, 
made  m  U.  S.  A." 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  an  article  made  of  Turkish  toweling 
or  Terry  cloth,  with  some  appropriate  design  woven  in  the  goods.  A 
sample  that  came  from  Germany  cost  8^  cents  each  f.  o.  b.  factory. 
Thousands  of  dozens  are  used  here.  They  are  about  8  by  11  indies 
and  have  |-inch  fringe  along  the  bottom  edge.  They  are  hollowed 
out  at  the  neck  and  have  two  6-inch  pieces  of  ordinary  white  tape  at- 
tached for  tying.  They  are  about  like  the  wash  cloth  on  sale  in  most 
drug  stores  in  the  United  States. 

Oloves,  Piece  Goods,  and  Palm  Beach  Cloth. 

Women's  cotton  lisle  gloves  have  been  sold  in  large  quantities.  I 
have  several  times  been  asked  if  the  United  States  could  supply  these 
goods  and  also  the  silk  gloves  that  are  so  largely  worn  by  American 
women.  They  are  required  in  all  lengths  in  cotton  lisle  and  in  silk 
lisl(i  and  silk.  <  .  ■[  ,<      .- 

Piece  gaods  for  woitiien  have  been  asked  for.  One  laige  merchant 
told  me  that  the  goods  were  supplied  from  the  Continent,  but  that  ft 
shortage  is  already  apparent  in  this  market.    I  understand  there  is  ft 
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good  market  for  Palm  Beach  doth,  and  that  ord^s  have  already  been 
taken,  as  well  as  for  men's  Palm  Beach  suits. 

[The  address  of  a  Sydney  buyer  with  whom  American  manufac- 
turers of  the  forgoing  lines  mi^t  correspbnd  may  be  had,  upon  re- 
<iuest,  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
-branch  offices.    Sefer  to  file  No.  65440.] 


CANADIAN  GOYEBNMEin'S  FBIHT-SiXIINa  CAMPAION. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  8«pt.  4.] 

Owing  to  the  large  crop  of  Canadian  plums  and  peaches  this  year, 
the  Dominion  Government,  through  the  Fruit  Branch  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriciilture,  is  condncting  an  advertising  campaign  in  the 
daily  and  weekly  newspapera 

It  was  also  proposed  to  supplement  the  newspaper  advertising 
with  window-display  contests  in  all  of  the  larger  cities,  for  which 
good  cash  prizes  were  to  be  offered.  At  a  meeting  of  a  representa- 
tive body  of  the  Ketail  Grocers'  Association  and  officers  of  the  Fruit 
Branch  this  plan  for  window  contests  was  discussed.  Every  member 
of  the  association  expressed  willingness  to  cooperate  heartily  with 
the  fruit  growers  and  the_Agricultural  Department  in  a  special  effort 
to  sell  more  Canadian-grown  fruit,  and  stated  that  it  was  unneces- 
sary for  the  Agricultural  Department  to  offer  cash  prizes  in  order  to 
induce  the  growers  to  make  window  displays. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  money  which  was  to  have  been  offered 
for  prizes  be  used  in  newspaper  advertising.  The  Agricultural  De- 
partment has  acted  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Ketail  Grocers' 
Association. 

AUSTSAUA  ENCOITBAOES  ISTESTOM. 

The  State  Cabinet  of  New  South  Wales,  Australia,  on  August  11 
decided  to  appoint  a  Patents  Investigation  Committee  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  inventions  likely  to  be  of  general  public  utility. 

The  board  will  consist  of  a  number  of  public  officers  expert  in 
various  lines  of  industry  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Griffith 
(Minister  of  Education),  whose  technical  knowledge  as  an  ex- 
perienced patent  attorney  will  be  of  considerable  assistance  to  the 
board. 

The  board  wiU  be  divided  into  a  number  of  subcommittees,  cover- 
ing the  various  branches  of  industry,  and  the  different  inventions 
will  be  submitted  to  the  subcommittee  having  technical  knowledge  in 
the  particular  line  concerned.  Any  ideas  which,  after  investigation, 
the  board  is  of  opinion  are  of  value  to  the  public  will  be  submitted 
by  it  to  the  various  public  departments  likely  to  be  able  to  utilize 
them. 

HIOH-FBICEI)  AUSTBAIIAH  BEEF  CATTLE. 

,1  [Sydney  MotniQC  He-alfl,  AoK.  1,4.1  ,-, 

Melbourne. — What  is  claimed  to  be  the  highest  price  ever  paid' for 
^  butcher's  bullock*  was  rfecorded  at  the  caMle  sales  at  Newmsiribet 
yards  on  Wednesday.  A  pure-bred  Shorthorn  bullock  4  years  old 
realized  £75  ($365). 
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JAPAN'S  SALES  OF  COTTON  GOODS  TO  CHINA. 

[Clipping  from  Japan  Cbronlcle  for  July  20,  transmitted  by  Congnl  General  George  H. 

Scldmore,  Yokohama.] 

The  authorities  hare  published  an  interesting  table  showing  the 
competition  between  foreign  rivals  and  Japan's  chief  lines  of  export 
in  China.  It  is  stated  that,  according  to  a  quarterly  report  of  the 
Chinese  customs,  of  imports  of  cotton  yam  and  cloths  from  Janu- 
ary to  March,  1915,  Japanese  goods  were  the  largest  in  quantity, 
all  descriptions  showing  an  increase  over  the  figures  for  the  cor- 
responding period  of  last  year — ^20  per  cent  in  cotton  yam,  24  per 
cent  in  gray  shirtings,  26  per  cent  in  sheetings,  68  per  cent  in  figured 
cloths  ("ay a  momen"),and  20  per  cent  in  T-clotns.  Indian  cotton 
yarn  shows  a  falling  off  of  13  per  cent,  and  a  decrease  is  also  recorded 
for  European  and  American  cotton  cloth,  while  Chinese  cotton  yam 
shows  a  steady  increase,  encroaching  upon  the  markets  of  foreign 
goods.  The  following  are  the  details  or  China's  imports  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1915  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  totals  for 
January-March  of  last  year: 


Articles  and  sources. 


Quantity. 


Increase  (+) 

or 
decrease  (— ) 


Percent 


Gray  shirtings: 

Japan  

United  States 

Great  Britain, 

China 

Sheetings: 

Japan 

United  Slates. 

Great  Britain. 

China. 

Drills: 

Japan 

United  States, 

Great  Britain. 

China 

Figured  cloths: 

Japan 

United  States. 

Great  Britabi, 

Holland 

China 

T-cloths: 

Japan 

Great  Britain. 
Cotton  yam: 

Japan 

India 

Great  Britain. 

Bonglcong 

China 


Pkea. 

44,080 
175,938 
813,990 

27,080 

3,504,460 
217,443 
50,820 
229,324 

2,704,488 
41,584 
17,106 
29,270 

203,760 
»0 

468,810 

1,180 

160 

142,012 

348,866 

Poumb. 

48,103,333 

36,783,733 

24,800 

127,067 

23,716,933 


+  8,7S« 

-  473,568 

-  194,792 

-  2,703 

+  552,254 

-  2S5,77S 

-  134,904 

-  43,164 

-  68,562 

-  53,660 

-  0,738 

-  1,614 

+  141,286 

-  4,0P0 

-  162,970 

-  2,078 
+  160 

+  28,238 

-  22,326 

+8,001,200 
-5,626,000 

-  185,200 

-  81,733 
+4,117,467 


31 

n 

19 
9 

X 
57 
71 
1* 

7 
H 
36 

5 

61 
88 
26 
64 
lOO 

20 
6 

30 
U 
88 
39 
21 


It  is  true  that  the  imports  of  Japanese  cotton  drills  show  a  decrease 
of  7  per  cent,  but  it  would  be  more  correct  to  group  these  with  figured 
cloths,  the  increase  on  the  two  together  being  2^  per  cent. 


Earachi  Firm  to  Try  American  Typewriter  Supplies. 

A  trial  order  for  several  kinds  of  typewriter  ribbons,  carbon,  tis- 
sue, and  typewriter  papers,  and  typewriter  oils  resulted  from  the 
trade-extension  efforts  of  the  American  consulates  at  Karachi,  India. 
"It' is  probable,"  reports  Consul  James  Oliver  Laing^-*^ that  further 
business  will  develop  with  this  Karachi  house,  as  it  has  had  several 
local  contracts  of  a  semi-governmental  nature  and  several  more  such 
contracts  on  which  it  has  bid  are  about  to  be  awarded." 
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OUTPUT  OF  no  IRON  AT  FEHHSIHTT,  CHINA. 

[Consul  General  P.  S.  Hetntzlpmao,  Hakden,  Mancbarla,  Aog.  5.] 

It  had  been  previously  estimated  that  the  output  of  pig  iron  at  the 
Penhsihu  Colliery  and  Mining  Co.'s  plant  for  the  current  year  would 
be  36,000  tons.  Of  late,  however,  the  average  daily  output  is  120  tons, 
and  at  times  as  high  as  147  tons,  so  the  output  at  the  end  of  the  year 
is  expected  to  surpass  the  estimated  amount. 

The  company's  management  has  been  receiving  more  orders  than 
it  can  fill.  The  superiority  of  the  product  is  becoming  more  widely 
known.    The  percentages  of  phosphorus  and  sulphur  contained  in 

Eig  iron  are  generally  accepted  as  the  criteria  for  grading  its  quality. 
tt  ordinary  cases  pig  iron  contains  about  .0024  or  .005  of  phosphorus 
and  sulphur,  while  Penhsihu  iron  contains  .00038  or  .00044,  respec- 
tively. Ordinary  pig  iron  being  quoted  at  $17.50,  Penhsihu  iron  ia 
worth  about  $35.  At  Newchwang  the  selling  price  is  quoted  at  $20 
per  ton,  which  is  $4  cheaper  than  Shanghai  iron. 

PnrohBses  by  Japanese — ^Xore  Importcnee  Attached  to  Iron  Than  Coal. 

The  price  being  exceptionally  moderate,  considering  the  sui>erior 
quality,  the  Japanese  Navy  is  purchasing  some  of  the  Penhsihu  out- 
put. The  Osaka  Iron  Works  have  placed  an  order  for  15,000  tons, 
while  the  army  arsenal  at  Osaka  recently  accepted  a  tender  for 
Penhsihu  iron. 

The  company  has  decided  to  attach  greater  importance  to  the 
manufacture  of  pig  iron  than  the  mining  of  coal,  for  the  reason  that, 
while  the  steamer  freight  on  coal  is  about  $0.0005  per  ton  per  mile, 
the  railway  freight  thereon  is  about  10  times  as  great,  and  the  com- 
pany, having  no  railway  of  its  own  to  transport  its  output  of  coal  to 
the  seaboard  for  export,  is  not  in  a  position  to  compete  with  the 
Fushun  coal  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  Co. 

[An  article  on  Iron-mining  activity  in  South  Mancbarla  was  published  in 
CoMUEBCE  Refortb  for  Sept  2,  1915.] 


COMMONWEALTH  STOBES  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

A  dispatch  from  Melbourne  says  that  one  of  the  features  of  the 
report  recently  presented  to  the  Australian  Postmaster  General  on 
the  working  of  the  post  office  by  Mr.  M'Anderson,  the  financial  expert 
who  is  now  investigating  the  affairs  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  Commonwealth,  is  the  recommendation  for  coordination  among 
the  various  departments  of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  purchase  and 
handling  of  stores.  The  digest  of  a  scheme  for  this  purpose  has 
been  prepared  by  the  Director  General  of  Works  (Col.  P.  T.  Owen), 
and  it  is  understood  that  its  main  point,  with  certain  modifications, 
met  with  Mr.  M'Anderson's  approval.  A  further  proposal,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  outlined  in  Col.  Owen's  scheme,  is  that,  instead  of  sepa- 
rate stores  all  over  Melbourne,  Sydney,  and  other  capital  cities,  the 
stores  for  alL  departments  should,  as  far  as  .possible,  be  under  the 
same  roof  andamdra'  the  control  of  the  same>0fficer.  It  ia  proposed 
to'attach  a  pei*n»neHt  head'to  tha-new  stores  department,  tbhe  called 
secretary  for  ^oree,  and^  further^  to  attach  the  department  to 
the  Federal  Treasury. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  OOVEBNMENT  STTPPUES  AHS  CONSTBTJCnOH.* 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  -nitb  the  ofllces  named,  and  speciflcatloni  can  asnallr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  l>c  delivered  or  the  woric  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
thejr  shoDid  asit  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  ofBces  to  receive  notices  cailinx 
(or  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  work,  No.  2021. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelred  at  the  Office  of 
the  Superinteudent  of  Prlsoup,  Det)artnient  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C 
until  September  23,  1915,  for  furnishing  nud  delivering  at  the  irnited 
States  Penitentiarj-,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  electric  wiring,  metal  lath,  furring,  comer 
beada,  sanitary  trim,  and  plastering  materials  for  the  bath,  laundry,  and 
tailor-shop  building,  In  accordance  with  si>eclfication8,  which  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  above  office. 

CoMtrvction  work.  No.  2C22. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  14,  1915,  for  the  construction,  complete  (Including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches),  for  the  post  office  at  I»gan,  Ohio.  Drawings 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Logan, 
Ohio,  or  at  the  above  office. 

Cement,  No.  2623. — Sealed  proposals  for  cement  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer's  Office,  second  district,  Portland,  Oreg.,  until  October  7, 
1915.    l^irther  Information  upon  application  to  the  above  office. 

Construction  work,  No.  2C24.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompkiusvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  September  30,  1915. 
for  furnishing  labor  and  materials  for  erecting  a  third  story  and  iiermanoit 
roof  of  reinforced  concrete  on  carpenter  shop  at  the  General  Lighthouse 
Depot,  Tompklnsville,  N.  Y.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  above  office. 

Levee  work.  No.  2625. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer's  office,  Queen  and  Crescent  Building,  New  Orleans,  La.,  until 
September  28,  1915,  for  constructing  about  1,003,400  cubic  yards  of  earth- 
work in  the  Lower  Tensas  and  Atchafalaya  levee  districts.  Further  in- 
formation on  application. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2626. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  September  24,  1915,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal  Zone) 
(Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama  the  following  articles:  Wrought-lron  or 
steel  pii)e,  cast-iron  pipe,  steel  boiler  tubes,  steel  tubing,  chain,  locomotive 
driving-wheel  tires,  dust  guards  for  journals,  grip  nuts,  twist  drills.  Jour- 
nal jacks,  steel  hand  trucks,  platinum  wire,  air-brake  hose,  flax  packing, 
putty  knives,  window  glass,  crash  toweling,  and  fish  oil.    Circular  No.  966. 

Construction  work,  No.  2627. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received -at  the  Office  of 
the  Sui)ervlslng  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  19,  1915,  for  the  construction  comijlete  (including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Norton,  Va. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the 
site  at  Norton,  Va.,  or  at  the  above  office. 

Forage,  flour,  and  seed.  No.  2628. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Supply  Committee,  Auditors'  Building;,  Washington.  D.  C., 
until  October  6,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  executive  departments  and  inde- 
pendent governmental  establisbniGnts,  during  eight  months  of  the  current 
fiscal  year,  from  November  1,  1915,  to  June  30,  1916,  Inclusive,  with  forage, 
flour,  and  seed.  Blank  forms  of  specifications  and  instructions  to  bidders 
will  be  sent  to  the  address  of  all  manufacturers  and  dealers  on  the  present 
mailing  list,  and  will  be  furnished  to  others  upon  application  to  the  General 
Supply  Committee. 

Battleships,  No.  2629.— Pfoposals  for  copstrucflng  by  contract  two  battleships 
Nos.  43  and  44,  will  be  received  at  tl}e  Navy  Department,  TVashlngton,  D.  C, 
^  until  November  17,  1915,  when  they  will  b^ 'publicly  opened.    A  circnlar  of 
'requirements  for  said  "vessels  Is  no*'  ready,  iiud  plans  arid 'i^Dcclflcatlons 'for 
'I their  construction  will  be  ready  l^epteuiber  20th 'Xor  distribution  among 
prospective  bidders.    Forms  of  proposals  and  contract  may  be  bad  en  appli- 
cation to  the  department  after  September  30,  1916. 
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ConstrucHon  ioorle,  Ho.  2880. — Sealed  propoMls  will  be  reeelTed  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  United  States  Coast  Guard,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
4,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  a  boothouse  and  accessories  at  tbe  Oswego 
Coast  Guard  Station,  Oswego,  N.  T.  Specifications  and  drawings,  form  of 
proposal,  etc.,  and  final  Information  can  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the 
superintendent,  tenth  district  Coast  Guard,  Buffalo,  N.  \'.,  the  keeper, 
Oswego  Coast  Guard  Station,  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  or  to  the  Washington  office. 

Dreiging,  No.  2631. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer's  Office,  Jacltsonvllle,  Fla.,  until  November  8,  1915,  for  the  con- 
struction and  delivering  steel  hull  3i  and  7  yard  dipper  dredge  or  for  leas- 
ing such  machine  subject  to  purchase.    Further  information  on  application. 


H£W  WATEB  HADTS  FOB  HOBABT,  USMLAJSltL 

[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Bobart,  July  27.1 

The  city  of  Hobart  will  be  in  the  market  soon  for  large  quantities 
of  material  for  water  mains,  as  a  result  of  the  construction  of  various 
WM-ks  required  to  make  a  new  reservoir  at  Eidgeway  available  for 
use.  While  it  will  be  some  time  before  a  decision  will  be  reached 
concerning  the  sizes  and  kinds  of  pipes  to  be  adopted,  manufacturers 
would  do  well  to  send  quotations  as  soon  as  possible,  since  by  the  time 
they  can  be  received  in  Tasmania  the  city  authorities  will  probably 
be  ready  to  purchase  the  materiaL 

Local  buyers  prefer  price  quotations  c.  i.  f.  Hobart,  but  if  difficulty 
is  experienced  in  this,  prices  c.  i.  f.  Sydney  or  Melbourne  should  be 
given.  All  quotations  should  be  directed  to  the  "  Water  and  Sewer- 
age Committee,"  Hobart,  or  to  J.  C.  Ross,  City  Engineer,  Hobart 

[The  complete  report  by  Consul  Bickers,  containing  a  detailed  account  of  this 
•work  written  by  the  city  engineer,  will  be  loaned  upon  .nppUcatlon  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.    Refer  to  file  No.  60200.] 

CONTRACT  FOB  STEEI  BSIDOE  DT  CANADA. 

[CoDsol  General  Frederick  M.  Ryder,  Wlmipeg,  Manitoba,  Sept.  8.] 

The  contract  for  building  the  superstructure  of  the  railway  bridge 
over  Smoky  River,  Alberta,  for  the  Dominion,  Dunvegan  &  British 
Columbia  Railway  has  been  awarded  to  the  Dominion  Bridge  Co., 
Ltd.,  and  the  material  will  be  fabricated  in  this  company's  Winnipeg 
establishment,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  west  of 
the  Great  Lakes.  The  bridge  will  consist  of  two  86-foot  deck  plate 
girder  approach  spans,  six  120-foot  deck  spans,  and  one  125-foot 
through  truss  span  which  will  span  the  mam  channel  of  the  river, 
the  steel  in  the  superstructure  weighing  nearly  1,200  tons.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  desirable  bridge  contracts  ever  given  out  in  the  west. 
The  concern  has  only  recently  completed  the  erection  of  a  similar 
bridge  for  this  railway  over  the  Athabasca  River. 

BTTSHTESS  OUnOOE  IN  COSTA  BICA. 

[Spedal  Agent  Garrard  Harris.] 

Information  has  just  been  received  which  indicates  that  the  busi' 
ness  outlook  in  Costa  Rica  is  now  much  more  favorable  than  for 
some  time  past.  Neither  the  drought  nor  the  invasion  of  locusts 
T?hich  had  be^h  feared  hay^  occurred,  and  tr^^^  has  recovered  in  large 
iineasure  froapntiie  demoralization  that  followed  the  outbreak  of  the 
war.  It  is  aifavorable  time  for  American  exporters,  whoare  ini  posi- 
tion to  oflPer  moderate  lines  of  credit  to  houses  of  established  respon- 
sibility,  to  secure  permanent  and  desirable  customers. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1328  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

AVSTBAUA  NEEDS  OEAIN  SACKS. 

American  manufacturers  of  cotton  bags  have  become  interested  in 
supplying  for  export  containers  for  Central  American  coffee,  Cuban 
sugar,  etc.  An  opening  seems  to  be  created  by  the  diversion  of  jute 
and  hessians  for  war  purposes.  American  cotton  bags  might  readily 
take  their  place.  The  Sydney  Herald  of  August  ll  calls  attention 
to  the  need  for  grain  sacks  to  handle  Australia's  record  wheat  crop, 
the  statement  reading : 

At  Tuesday's  meeting  of  the  Jute  trade,  held  In  the  chamber  of  commerce.  It 
was  resolved  "That  the  Jute  trade  of  New  South  Wales  protest  against  any 
Government  interference  in  the  matter  of  the  supply  of  corn  sacks,  as  the  trade 
will  provide  all  the  siiclvs  which  are  necessary  for  the  coming  harvest"  The 
resolution  is  reassuring,  more  esjjeclally  as  Mr.  Fisher,  in  his  budget  speecli, 
estimates  that  the  land  in  the  Commonwealth  sown  to  wheat  this  year  is  ap- 
proximately 13,500,000  acres.  On  that  acreage  a  10-busheI  to  the  acre  crop 
would  amount  to  135.000,000  bushels  and  would  require  150,000  bales  of  saclts  to 
bag  it,  while  an  S-bushel  to  the  acre  crop  would  total  108,000,000  and  would  take 
120,000  bales  of  sacks  to  deal  with  it  A  cablegram  received  yesterday  from 
Calcutta,  however,  stated  that  Indian  exporters  estimated  that  Australia  had 
bought  only  100,000  bales  and  that  stocks  in  second  hands  were  not  large  and 
probably  did  not  amount  to  more  than  3,000  bales  or  4,000  bales.  The  market 
was  firm  and  buyers  of  September  shipment  were  offering  7s.  SJd.  (|1.77)  c.  i.  f. 
Mills  had  retired  pending  the  final  arrangements  with  regard  to  the  Britisli 
Government's  requirements  of  war  bags.  In  view  of  the  assurance  given  by  the 
Sydney  merchants,  the  Calcutta  estimate  is  most  Hiteresting.  There  was  a 
fair  demand  yesterday  for  sacks,  and  prices  were  generally  unchanged.  August- 
September  shipment  was  offered  at  Ts.  4d.  ($1.78)  ship's  slings  and  at  8s.  4}d. 
($2.03)  net  to  rails.  Three  parcels  of  September  shipment  totaling  250  bales, 
were  sold  to  Melbourne  houses  at  7s.  4d.  ($1.78)  ship's  slings,  Melbourne.  A 
quantity  of  July  shipment  was  cleared  to  a  Sydney  buyer  at  7s.  2d.  ($1.T5) 
Blings.  The  woolpack  market  continued  extremely  weak.  Spot  stocks  were  to 
be  had  at  2s.  lOd.  ($0.60)  net,  while  supplies  ex  the  steamer  now  discharging 
were  offered  and  sold  at  2s.  Od.  ($0.67)  net  to  rails.  There  was  no  inquiry  for 
br^n  bags,  and  a  parcel  could  have  been  secured  at  7s.  ($1.70)  net  to  rails. 


WHEAT  PEICES  IH  SASKATCHEWAN. 

[Consal  John  A.  Gore,  Reglna,  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  Sept  3.] 

The  harvesting  of  wheat,  the  principal  product  of  this  Province, 
is  progressing  satisfactorily,  the  weather  being  clear  and  cool. 
About  75  per  cent  of  the  wheat  grown  in  this  Province  has  already 
been  harvested,  and  thrashing  has  commenced.  A  few  cars  of  new 
wheat  have  gone  forward  on  the  price  basis  of  about  95  cents  per 
bushel,  f.  o.  b.  Fort  William,  Ontario,  the  eastern  wheat  shippmg 
port  for  western  Canada,  thus  yielding  to  the  shipper  a  net  price  of 
about  83  cents  per  bushel  in  Saskatchewan.  The  estimated  produc- 
tion for  this  year's  crop  is  calculated  at  123,000,(X)0  bushels  for  the 
entire  Province. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeree. 

new  Yerk,  Room  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Third  National  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  f  est  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  102O,EiberAia  Bank  Building;  8a« 
Francisco,  3(^6  ITnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  BvUding.  Coop«r- 
atlTC  branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Comvteroe;  OindDulatti,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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HEASIHO  ON  CONiraCTIONEBT  "  COITNT  "  GOODS. 

A  public  hearing  will  be  held  in  Washington  on  October  9  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  Chemistry  upon  the  subject  of  the  marking 
under  the  net- weight  amendment  to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  the 

?uantity  of  the  contents,  when  in  package  form,  of  that  class  of  con- 
ectionery  known  in  the  trade  as  "count"  goods.  The  hearing  will 
be  held  at  10  a.  m.  October  9, 1915,  in  room  427,  Bieber  Building,  1358 
B  Street  SW. 


CSTJDE-OIL  SHIPHENTS  FBOH  MEXICO. 

[Vice  Consul  Thomas  H.  Sevan,  Tamplco,  Sept.  1.] 

More  crude  oil  was  shipped  from  Tampico,  Mexico,  to  United 
States  ports  during  August  this  year  than  during  any  month  since 
Januaiy,  1914.  This  increase  is  due  largely  to  the  ever-increasing 
demand  for  Mexican  oils.  During  August  1,281,593  barrels  were 
shipped  to  United  States  ports  and  one  shipment  of  70,444  barrels 
went  to  Balboa,  in  the  Canal  Zone,  making  a  total  of  1,352,037  bar- 
rels. During  the  same  month  last  year  680,042  barrels  were  shipped 
to  the  United  States,  which  is  very  little  over  a  half  of  this  amount 
shipped  during  last  August. 

Of  the  amount  shipped  to  United  States  ports  during  August, 
181,199  barrels  went  to  Sabine,  Tex.,  180,274  to  Galveston,  Tex., 
173,092  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  167,000  to  New  York,  N.  Y.,  136,424  to 
Port  Arthur,  Tex.,  98,215  to  Lynchburg,  Tex.,  87,382  to  Port  Tampa, 
Fla.,  66.757  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  49,986  to  Freeport,  Tex.,  36,718  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  36,546  to  Port  Aransas,  Tex.,  25,000  to  Warner, 
N.  J.,  24,000  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  19,000  to  Texas  City,  Tex. 

Since  the  first  shipment  of  oil  from  Tuxpam  made  by  the  Penn- 
Mex  Fuel  Co.  on  March  26,  1915,  this  company  has  moved  its  gen- 
eral offices  from  Tampico  to  Tuxpam  and  started  shipping  oil  on  a 
large  scale.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  this  oil  is  loaded  at  sea  through 
8-inch  sea-loading  lines,  the  tankers  can  load  to  their  maximum 
i77S'-is  3329 
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eapa<nty,  which  gives  a  great  advantage  over  Tampioo,  as  ships  here 
can  load  only  to  21  or  22  feet,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  pilot, 
and  must  sail  on  high  tide.  The  companies  loading  oil  from  Tuxpam 
also  escape  the  payment  of  bar  dues,  which  at  Tampico  amount  to 
10  cents  Mexican  gold  per  metric  ton,  which  is  equivalent  to  5  cents 
American  currency. 

The  Penn-Mex  Fuel  Co.  daring  August  shipped  from  Tuxpam 
221,438  barrels  to  New  York  and  110,410  oarrels  to  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
besides  one  shipment  of  48,500  barrels  to  Campana,  Argentine 
Bepublic. 

The  Compania  Mexicana  de  Petroleo  "EI  Aguila"  S.  A.  made 
the  following  shipments  from  Tuxpam  to  United  States  ports  dur- 
ing August:  142,305  barrels  to  New  York;  236,837  to  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  58,456  to  Baltimore,  Md.;  61,608  to  Galveston,  Tex.;  and  28,000 
to  New  Orleans,  La.  In  addition,  a  shipment  of  approximately 
100,000  barrels  was  made  to  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil,  and  360,000  barrcJs 
to  the  company's  refinery  at  Aiinatitlan,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  total  amount  shipped  from  this  consular  district  to  United 
States  ports  during  August  amounted  to  2,211,091  barrels,  of  which 
1,352,037  went  from  Tampico  and  859,054  from  Tu.xpam. 


OEBKAN  METHOD  OF  CIBCITL&IIHO  SAMPLES. 

[Consol  W.  Boderick  Dorsejr,  Tripoli,  Llbj*.  Aic.  10.] 

A  German  exporter  of  brushes  employed  a  practical  and  economi- 
cal method  of  supplying  samples  for  the  use  of  his  representatives  in 
this  part  of  the  world  before  the  war. 

At  intervals  the  local  agent  would  receive  a  case  stocked  with  speci- 
mens numbered  to  correspond  with  quotations  in  the  company's  price 
list.  These  he  was  requested  to  use  in  booking  orders,  to  keep  them 
as  long  as  necessary  to  canvass  his  clients,  but  not  to  detain  them 
unduly,  and  then  to  forward  them  at  manufacturer's  expense  to  an 
agent  in  some  near-by  port. 

The  local  representative  found  it  easier  to  sell  from  these  samples 
than  by  catalogue,  the  customer  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  what 
be  was  buying  in  advance,  and  the  exporter  with  but  a  modicum  of 
the  expense  of  a  visit  from  a  commercial  traveler  had  given,  approxi- 
mately, the  same  service.  Having  become  familiar  with  the  line 
through  samples  clients  placed  fiuther  orders  by  numbers  and  were 
shown  new  designs  when  exporter  and  agent  thought  it  wise  to  s^id 
the  sample  case  around  again. 

AcnviTT  nr  cubah  sttgah  mDusiKT. 

tSpt^lal  A«ent  Garrard  IJarrig.] 

On  a  recent  visit  to  a  large  machinery  manufacturing  plant  it  was 
learned  that  they  were  running  24  hours  a  dav,  turning  out  sugar- 
mill  equipment  for  Cuba.  Most  of  this  is  of  the  first  grade,  and 
represents  heavy  investments,  and  the  concern  has  more  orden  than 
it  can  fill.  It  is  stated  that  the  antiquated  machinery  in  many  Cuban 
centrals  is  being  very  generally  replaced  with  up-to-date  makes,  whil« 
some  new  mUla  are  being  opened.  Business  is  excellent,  and  a  g^a- 
eral  feeling  of  optimism  prevails. 
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CONDITIONS  IN  BBASFOBD  WOOL  UABEET. 

[Consul  Augustus  S.  Ingram,  Bradford,  England,  Aug.  19.] 

A  meeting  of  the  Wool  Trade  section  of  the  Bradford  Chamber 
of  Commerce  has  recently  been  held  to  consider  the  difficulty  which 
has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  accumulation  of  wool.  It  is  said 
that  the  storage  capacity  in  Bradford  is  already  filled  and  that  the 
situation  is  aggravated  by  the  inpouring  of  the  British  clip.  At 
Hull  there  is  room,  in  the  King  George  Dock,  for  probably  10,000 
bales.  At  Manchester  the  Ship  Canal  Co.  is  said  to  have  storage 
capacity  for  60,000  to  70,000  bales,  and  it  is  reported  that  if  Brad- 
ford importers  and  traders  will  guarantee  a  portion  of  their  busi- 
ness for  two  or  three  years  the  canal  company  will  provide  all  the 
necessary  accommodation  the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire  needs. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  it  was  stated  that 
motor  haulage  was  obtainable  for  bringing  wool  from  Manchester  to 
Bradford  at  a  rate  lower  than  railway  charges,  and  it  seems  as  if 
Manchester  at  present  offers  the  best  solution.  The  erection  of  a 
large  public  warehouse  at  Bradford,  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
municipality,  has  been  suggested,  and  it  is  believed  by  many  that 
it  would  be  a  paying  enterprise. 

In  regard  to  the  general  trade,  the  fashions  for  women's  suitings 
for  the  autumn  are  said  to  be  very  largely  of  a  plain  character, 
blue  serges  predominating.  The  demand  for  men's  suitings  has 
been  chiefly  for  plain  cloths  in  blues  and  grays.  The  local  press 
reports  the  sale  of  a  large  amount  of  American  serges  for  women's 
wear,  and  states  that  never  before  in  the  history  of  the  trade  between 
the  two  countries  has  anything  like  this  quantity  of  piece  goods  been 
shipped  from  the  United  States  to  England. 


BIO  GAIN  IN  CANADA'S  SALES  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Henry  S.  Culver,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Sept.  8.] 

Canada's  trade  with  the  United  States  for  the  three  months  ending 
with  June,  1915,  showed  an  increase,  according  to  the  latest  avail- 
able statistics,  of  $34,746,172  over  the  corresponding  period  in  1914. 
Imports  from  the  United  States  had  a  value  for  the  quarter  under 
review  of  $71,840,407,  or  $12,319,287  less  than  in  April-June  of  the 
preceding  year;  but  the  gain  in  exports  from  the  Dominion  to  the 
neighboring  Republic  (the  value  rising  from  $41,642,980  to  $88,- 
708,439)  was  sufficient  to  offset  this  decline  and  give  a  net  increase, 
as  stated,  of  $34,746,172. 

From  all  countries  Canada  imported  goods  to  the  value  of 
$99,794,976  in  the  three  months  ended  June  last  ($128,843,347  worth 
in  the  second  quarter  of  1914),  and  exported  to  all  destinations 
$172,851,892  ($84,265,048  in  1914).  During  the  same  period  the 
trade  of  the  port  of  St.  John  totaled :  Imports,  $2,041,025  ($2,493,364 
in  April-June,  1914) ;  exports,  $24,455,626  ($5,661,320  in  the  corre- 
sponding  quarter  of  last  year). 


In  the  first  six  months  of  the  current  year  the  United  States  fur- 
nished 14.2  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  (exclusive  of  specie  and 
Government  stores)  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  contrasted  with 
9.3  per  cent  in  January-June,  1914. 
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GOXMEBCIAL  iimnu  OF  THE  OSIBICS. 

(CotMol  E.  A.  WakeOcK  Pert  EUMbrtb.  Boaa  AMea,  Aa«.  S.] 

'  A  question  under  serious  consideration  by  farmers  and  prodace 
merchants  of  this  district  is  the  comm^-cial  future  of  the  ostrich 
industry.  WhUe  opinions  are  naturally  very  divided,  there  is  no 
questioning  the  fact  that  the  present  outlook  is  anything  but  h- 
vorable. 

About  two  years  ago  ostriches  and  feathers  reached  the  highest 
values  generally  since  the  ostrich  has  been  domesticated  for  feather 

Eroduction.  On  one  occasion  prize  feathers  sold  in  the  Port  Elia- 
eth  market  at  about  $550  per  pound.  Price  feathers  are  those 
taking  first  prize  at  the  annual  show  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Agrieal- 
tural  Society,  and  the  extreme  prices  obtained  are  based  upon  senti- 
ment and  are  not  to  be  considered  as  representing  real  values.  Fancy 
breeding  birds  have  sold  at  $10,000  per  pair. 

PreMat  Talve*. 

This  market  is  again  depressed  after  a  slight  revival  lasting  two 
or  three  months.  At  present  prices,  or  anything  approximating  them, 
the  ostrich  is  not  a  paying  proposition.  While  the  local  market 
has  shown  spasmodic  signs  oi  renewed  activity,  there  has  been  no 
real  demand  except  from  America. 

As  accumulated  stocks  and  recent  phickings  were  placed  on  the 
market  in  large  quantities,  this  demand  was  soon  supplied,  and  for 
the  last  two  weeks  .sales  have  practically  ceased.  The  prices  to-day 
are  about  as  low  as  they  ever  have  been  and  are  away  below  the  cost 
of  production. 

Present  prices  for  good-grade,  unsorted  wing  feathers  range  fnMn 
$14.50  to  $19.50;  low-grade,  unsorted  wings,  $6  to  $12;  tails,  ?1.20 
to  $3.10;  body  feathers,  75  cents  to  $2.50.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  the  prices  quoted  are  for  unsorted  parcels  only.     Unsorted 

Earcels  consist  of  pluckings  taken  from  the  particular  portion  of  a 
ird  designated  (wings,  tails,  or  bodies)  and  placed  on  the  market 
without  l^ing  sorted  or  separated  into  their  various  grades. 
Cost  of  Frodnction. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  experienced  feather  producers  that  the 
ostrich  which  is  kept  on  lucerne  grounds,  fed  with  com  when  neces- 
sary, and  carefully  looked  after  m  other  ways  must  produce  $20  at 
each  clipping  in  order  to  pay  an  ordinary  profit  on  the  money 
invested. 

The  ordinary  veldt  ostrich,  which  is  required  to  find  its  own  food 
on  the  veldt  and  in  the  bush  with  herd-boy  supervision,  should  pro- 
duce $7.50  per  plucking.  Birds  are  plucked  three  times  in  two  yean 
Qreat  D«ere«ie  in  Birds. 

The  principal  ostrich  sections  of  South  Africa  have  recently  been 
afflicted  by  a  most  severe  drought,  which  has  caused  a  serious  short- 
age of  food  and  water.  As  the  prevailing  feather  prices  during  the 
past  year  h^ve  been  too  low  to  pay  for  feeing  ostriches,  many  nirm- 
ers  have  given  them  no  attention  whatever.  All  avtlilable  Incerne 
was  bought  up  by  the  Government  for  use  during  the  campaign  in 
German  Southwest  Aftica  at  remimerative  prices.  The  present 
winter  (June  and  July)  has  so  far  been  the  coldest  for  many  yean 

In  addition  to  all  these  drawbacks  there  has  htea  little  brwding 
during  the  last  year  or  year  and  a  half.    As  a  result  of  dronght, 
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lack  of  food,  neglect,  and  cold  weather  it  is  estimated  there  are 
to-day  only  one-half  as  many  birds  as  there  were  one  year  ago. 
Such  a  statement  would  ordinarily  seem  incredible.  It  was  repeated 
so  frequently  that  this  office  started  a  personal  investigation  of 
near-by  sections. 

From  inquiries  made  it  seems  almost  certain  that  of  the  800,000 
or  more  birds  which  ostrich  farmers  owned  not  more  than  one-half 
are  alive  to-day.  Not  only  does  this  seem  to  be  the  case,  but  as  it 
takes  three  years  for  an  ostrich  to  reach  full  maturity  for  plucking 
purposes  (they  are,  of  course,  previously  plucked  for  "  chicKs  "  and 
"•'  spadonnas  ") ,  there  is  no  prospect  for  any  increase  in  numbers. 
Present  Featber  Stocks — Advertising  Project. 

There  are  considerable  stocks  now  held  in  London  which  were  pur- 
chased a  year  or  more  ago,  just  prior  to  the  slump  in  prices,  and  have 
been  held  ever  since  in  anticipation  of  a  return  to  former  high  prices. 
Naturally  these  feathers  are  not  improving  in  condition.  There  are 
fairly  good  stoclcs  in  New  York,  part  of  which  are  already  sold,  and 
the  balance  are  being  marketed  with  reasonable  dispatch.  Stoclcs 
here  are  unusually  low  (there  are  ordinarily  heavy  stocks  here 
throughout  the  year),  and  most  of  those  which  have  been  held  back 
for  months  by  the  farmers  were  sold  dviring  the  recent  market  sales. 

At  a  recent  farmers'  association  meeting  one  of  the  proposals  for 
placing  the  feather  trade  upon  its  former  basis  was  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  impose  an  export  duty  of  25  cents  per  pound  upon  ostrich 
feathers  until  $100,000  or  more  had  been  raised,  which  was  to  be  ex- 
pended in  advertising  feathers.  There  is  little  probability  of  any 
such  proposition  being  adopted. 

Port  Elizabeth  exports  and  comparative  prices  follow : 


Year. 

Potmds. 

Value. 

Average 
price  per 
pound. 

J913                      

510,884 
386,257 
274,996 

$7,314,500 

3,213,400 

C32,000 

$14    0 

in4        

8  '0 

1915  a                              

3.40 

a  Five  months  only,  Jannary,  May,  incloslre. 

Fntnre  froductioa — American  Trade. 

While  the  present  disturbed  state  of  affairs  lasts  it  may  be  that  the 
present  supply  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  time.  If  the 
decrease  in  birds  has  been  greater  than  stated — according  to  some 
claims  this  is  the  case — or  if  the  same  policy  of  neglect  is  continued, 
there  may  be  a  tremendous  shortage  in  ostrich  feathers  in  the  near 
future. 

This  season's  pluckings  will  demonstrate  the  present  productive 
possibilities  better  than  any  theory.  Just  now  neither  producers  nor 
dealers  are  anticipating  anything  like  normal  stocks  as  regards  quan- 
tity.   The  quality  is  expected  to  he  of  fair  average. 

Direct  shipments  to  the  United  States  have  been  slowly  but  steadily 
increasing  in  proportion  each  year  and  should  be  encouraged  in  every 
possible  way.  In  all  such  shipments  the  European  middleman  is 
eliminated,  his  grip  on  the  market  is  weakened,  and  direct  trade  ex* 
port  and  import  is  benefited. 
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AVSIEAIIiL'S  WOOL  TBABS  FOE  HEW  SKAMK, 

[Sydney  Voning  Herald,  Avtg.  7.1 

The  outlook  for  the  1915-16  wool-selling  season  b  bright,  and 
everything  points  to  a  period  of  record  high  prices.  S<»ne  go  so  far 
as  to  assert  that  before  the  close  of  the  season  "  boom  pricee  "  will 
prevaU.  This  year's  clip  will  be  a  short  one,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
the  shrinkage  in  production  wiU  amount  to  anything  up  to  20  par 
cent  compared  with  last  year's  outturn.  [See  Cokkeros  Refors 
for  Aug.  23  and  Sept.  4, 1915.]  The  drought  in  the  Riverina  and  the 
northwest  has  been  very  severe  and  the  losses  of  sheep  considerable. 
In  addition,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  all  probabiuty  only  work- 
able wool  will  be  marketable,  as  until  the  carbonizing  works  of  Bel- 
gium and  France  are  reestablished  huny  descriptions  will  be  of 
Cttle  use. 

Another  factor  will  be  the  great  scarcity  of  lambs'  wool.  Reports 
indicate  that  from  some  centers  not  a  bale  of  lambs'  wool  will  come 
forward ;  and  should  this  prove  to  be  the  case  the  blanket  and  other 
manufacturers,  who  usually  take  lambs'  wool,  will  be  forc«d  to  oper- 
ate on  ordinary  free  wool.  In  short,  with  the  strong  demand  whidi 
exists  in  the  United  Kingdom,  together  with  the  growing  require- 
ments of  the  United  States,  Japan,  Russia,  France,  Italy,  and  our 
own  Australian  mills,  operators  look  forward  with  every  confidence 
to  the  opening  of  the  season  in  Brisbane  on  September  6. 
The  Hew  Clip— Control  of  Supplies. 

The  new  season's  clip  is  beginning  to  filter  slowly  into  the  Sydney 
stores,  but  as  many  sheds  did  not  start  shearing  until  weeks  and  even 
months  later  than  last  jear,  some  time  must  elapse  before  the  new 
wool  commences  to  arrive  in  any  quantity.  None  of  the  new  wool 
will  be  available  for  sale  by  private  treaty.  Instead,  it  will  be  held 
for  the  opening  of  the  Sydney  auctions  on  September  13. 

We  agree  with  the  Stock  and  Station  Journal  that  the  difficulties 
which  appeared  almost  insuperable  last  season  were  surmoimted 
very  largely  as  a  result  of  the  policy  of  feeding  the  market  as  closely 
as  possible  to  the  margin  dictated  by  the  buying  capacity  of  oper- 
ators, and  it  would  seem  that  there  is  just  as  much,  if  not  more,  need 
now  for  a  careful  policy  to  be  formulated  in  connection  with  the 
coming  season.  Prices  are  admittedly  on  a  high  level,  and  if  wool  is 
rushed  on  the  market  indiscriminately  it  will  mean  the  imperiling 
of  values.  The  slow,  gradual,  selling  policy  of  the  past  season  is 
still  the  correct  attitude  for  selling  brokers  to  adopt  under  the 
I)eculiar  circumstances  of  the  moment. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  what  the  war  developments  of  the  next 
six  weeks  will  be,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  the  position  will  be  changed 
sufficiently  to  alter  the  existing  demand  for  wool,  and  our  main 
customers  will  probably  again  bb  the  Bradford  buyers,  with  Amer- 
ican and  Japanese  assistance.  That  being  so,  the  season  must  neces- 
sarily be  another  long-drawn-out  one,  with  quantities  regulated  in 
keeping  with  the  demand.  There  will  doubtless  be  much  life  wool 
shipped  for  sale  this  season,  because  the  element  of  panic-  has  gone, 
and  the  machinery  of  the  trade  is  moving  all  the  time.  There  is  not 
likely  to  be  any  complete  stoppage  of  sales,  so  that  owners  can  ree* 
assured  of  their  produce  finding  a  mark^  locally  in  its  propwr  order 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMBECE  BEPOHTS.  1335 

of  arrival.  Owners  must,  however,  play  their  part  in  the  proper 
spirit,  and  recognize  that  to  adopt  the  selfish  policy  of  rushing  the 
sales  irrespective  of  the  future  will  jeopardize  what  should  other- 
wise be  a  very  strong  position.  The  common  interests  of  wool- 
growers  demand  that  tnere  shall  be  no  departure  from  the  common- 
sense  policy  which  has  achieved  such  splendid  results  so  far. 
Trade  Jonntals  Advocate  Embargo  on  Tops. 

In  view  of  the  unprecedented  demand  for  Bradford  tops  several  of 
the  British  trade  journals  have  suggested  that  the  exports  of  tops 
from  Australia  to  Japan  should  te  prohibited  and  the  shipments 
diverted  to  Great  Britain.  Thus  in  a  leading  article  in  the  Wool 
Record,  published  at  Bradford,  the  proposal  is  not  only  put  forward, 
but  urged  strongly.  "Australia  is  our  own  country,"  says  the  Wool 
Record ;  "  it  has  done  much  for  us  and  can  do  much  more.  It  is  to 
our  interest  also  to  help  Australia,  and  it  ought  to  be  seen  what  the 
Commonwealth  can  do  for  us  before  we  turn  to  neutrals  to  buy. 
England  has  practically  prohibited  merino-top  exports,  iDecause  they 
are  all  wanted  here.  Why  can  not  Australia  top  exports  be  for- 
bidden except  to  England?  Bradford  must  have  more  fine  tops. 
Combing  machinei-y  can  not  turn  out  any  bigger  weight;  therefore 
they  must  be  bought  from  somewhere.  Shall  Bradford  be  Australia's 
customer  or  that  of  a  neutral  ?  " 

The  matter  is  further  discussed  by  the  Wool  Record  in  its  market 
report : 

The  uppermost  question  In  the  Bradford  trade  is  to  obtain  n  greater  supply 
of  toiw.  Until  there  Is  a  greater  supply  prices  are  not  likely  to  fall  a  great 
deal,  If  any.  There  are  several  spinners  who  have  standing  machinery,  and 
certainly  they  would  regard  an  adequate  supply  as  a  real  godsend.  Practically 
every  spinner  in  the  trade  is  in  urgent  need  of  fine  tops,  and  some  are  held  up 
for  want  of  them.  Can  not  the  board  of  trade  talie  the  matter  up  and  direct 
what  Australia  is  producing  to  this  country?  Those  who  are  the  best  informed 
candidly  state  that  the  combing  dlfBculty  ia  getting  worse  weelv  by  week.  We 
therefore  put  the  question  fairly  to  our  readers,  as  well  as  those  in  Ix>ndon,  by 
saying  that  Australia  to-day  is  producing  4,000.000  iwunds  of  fine  tops,  all  of 
which  are  being  shipped  to  Japan.  Our  Far  Eastern  ally  is  not  nearly  so  hard 
up  for  tops  as  England,  France,  and  Russia,  and  if  Australia's  output  were 
diverted  even  for  four  months  to  the  United  Kingdom  It  would  relieve  a  very 
acute  situation.  This  can  only  be  done,  in  our  humble  opinion,  by  an  embargo 
being  placed  upon  the  export  of  tops  to  Japan  from  Australia,  and  this  can 
easily  be  done  by  our  own  board  of  trade  acting  In  conjunction  with  the  Com- 
monwealth Government.  This  would  relieve  from  October  to  December  at 
least  many  a  spinner  who  would  gladly  pay  a  current  price  for  merino  tops. 

Benewal  of  Federal  Bonnty  on  Tops  Under  Consideration. 

Since  1908  a  bounty  has  been  paid  upon  the  manufacture  of  wool 
tops  in  Australia,  the  amount  expended  by  the  Commonwealth  between 
that  year  and  1914  being  £56,545  ($275,175).  In  the  report  recently 
furnished  by  the  Interstate  Commission  it  was  stated  that  the  greater 

gortion  of  this  amount  had  been  paid  to  Messrs.  F.  W.  Hughes  & 
!o.  (Ltd.),  of  Botany.  The  bounty  expires  on  December  31  of  this 
year,  and  it  is  now  a  question  of  policy  with  the  Minister  for  Cus- 
toms (Mr.  Tudor)  whether  he  will  recommend  to  Parliament  that 
it  should  be  renewed  for  a  further  period.  Mr.  Hughes  has,  during 
the  last  few  days,  waited  upon  both  the  Federal  attorney  general 
(Mr.  Hughes)  and  Mr.  Tudor. 

A  report  on  wool  tops  recently  issued  by  the  Interstate  Commission 
included  a  recommendation  directly  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the 
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bounty.  Another  reconunendation  made  by  the  Interttate  OHniniB- 
Hon  was  that  the  protecticm  on  woolen  yam  should  be  raised  to  10 
per  cent  preference  and  15  per  cent  against  the  foreigner  (the  duties 
now  collected  are  5  and  10  per  cent,  respectively).  Kef  erring  to  the 
matter  to-day,  &fr.  Tudor,  while  not  indicating  his  intention  <»  die 
point  of  renewing  the  duty,  said  that  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of 
promoting  the  establishment  of  wool  spinning  in  Australia. 


JAPAITESE  EHAKELED  WASES. 

(Extract  frsB  7ap«B  AdTcrtiKr  of  Jidy  16,  by  Comml  Ocsenl  Oe«rge  H.  SeUmon, 

Xokotwiaa.] 

The  imports  of  enameled  iron  wares  into  Japan  is  decreasing  on 
account  of  the  progress  made  in  the  home-made  goods.  The  largest 
amount  imported  was  in  1908,  when  $85,358  worth  was  shipped  in. 
But  the  figures  hare  gradually  fallen  every  year,  and  the  amoont  of 
import  in  1914  was  only  $12,450. 

As  to  the  home-made  enameled  wares,  it  is  explained  that  they 
were  formerly  inferior  in  workmanship  and  were  for  the  most  put 
table  or  cooking  wares.  It  is  said  that  the  ware  was  iniurioos  to 
public  health.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Conunerce 
therefore  bought  German  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  the 
goods  about  eight  years  ago  and  rented  them  to  the  Kuwana  Enam- 
eled Wares  Co.  This  encouraged  the  manufacture  of  superior  goods. 
Later  on,  the  Nippon  Enameled  Wares  Co.  was  established  in  Osab, 
and  a  number  of  similar  factories  have  sprung  up  since  then  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  The  enameled  goods  now  manufactured 
in  these  factories  are  said  to  be  as  excellent  as  Qerman-made  goods. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  main  factories  now  in  existence: 

The  Enameled  Wares  Co.,  Kuwana;  the  Nippon  Enameled  Wares 
Co.,  and  Wada  Sohauhi  &  Co^  Osaka ;  the  Tokyo  Enameled  Wares 
Co.,  the  Kiyosu  Co.,  Otsuka  Jukichi  A  Co.;  the  M.  L  A  Co.;  Ig»- 
rashi  &  Co.;  Nakamura  &  Co.;  and  the  Nippon  Hard  Enamdfed 
Wares  Co.,  of  Tokyo. 

No  exact  figures  as  to  the  amount  of  {production  of  all  these  fac- 
tories are  obtainable  for  the  present,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  indus- 
try is  making  such  progress  that  there  will  be  no  more  necessity  for 
importing  them  in  the  near  future.  The  kinds  of  goods  now  being 
manufactured  include  for  the  most  part  washing  basins,  rice  boilers, 
tiflin  boxes,  spoons,  pans,  name  and  signboards,  indicators,  clocks, 
medical  apparatus,  plates,  and  tea-kettles.  The  Osaka  makers  are 
inclined  to  make  goods  of  larger  size  and  the  Tokyo  ones  those  of 
smaller  size.  

CHINESE  K ATIOHAL  EXPOSITIGH  IS  FEKIVO. 

The  Chinese  Government  has  undertaken  to  open  an  ExposititHi  of 
Home  Products  in  Peking  on  October  10,  1915.  While  domestic 
articles  will  be  of  first  importance,  the  new  Chinese  Commercial  and 
Industrial  Commission  has  been  endeavoring  to  ^et  toKiga  firms 
also  to  make  exhibits  which  would  show  to  the  Chinese  the  advance 
made  by  other  countries  in  commercial  and  industrial  en(erpriae& 
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MmtqiPEBY  mms'TRT  or  tekgezka. 

(Caonil  Walter  U.  Scbalz,  St.  Michael'*,  Axorca,  Aug.  16.] 

Among  the  limited  industries  of  the  Azores  none  seems  to  ei^oy 
better  prospects  and  none  has  shown  greater  growth  in  recent  yeacs 
than  the  embroidery  industry  of  Tcrceira,  established  in  1898  by 
Otto  von  Streit.  This  industry  is  now  employing  about  3,000  women 
and  children.  The  Von  Streits  are  also  largely  interested  in  Madeira 
embroideries  and,  it  seems,  were  first  to  appreciate  the  possibilities 
of  Terceira  in  this  particular  field.  Since  their  advent  four  other 
Madeira  firms  have  established  similar  manufacturing  agencies  in 
Terceira.  Embroideries  to  the  value  of  about  $100,000  are  manufac- 
tured and  exported  annually. 

It  is  said  that  less  than  $50,000  is  invested  in  the  industry.  No 
machinery  is  used;  all  work  is  done  by  hand  in  the  homes.  [The 
attempt  to  introduce  embroidery  machinery  in  Madeira  and  the  sub- 
sequent failure  of  the  movement  were  noted  in  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  ReFjorts  for  Dec.  24, 1913,  and  Jan.  19, 1914.]  The  cotton  and 
linen  fabrics  are  impcnted  from  England  and  Qermany,  the  cotton 
from  the  former  and  the  linrai  from  the  latter  country. 

Bilgkt  Tatnfe  for  Tenefni  Warn. 

It  is  hoped  that,  like  Madeira,  Terceira  will  sooner  or  later  have 
its  entire  female  population  engaged  in  the  embroidery  trade.  The 
fact  that  Madeira  capital  is  solely  interested  in  the  enterprise  would 
suggest  the  high  estimate  placed  upon  Terceira  workmanship  and 
the  poEsibilitics  of  the  trade^  Undoubtedly  the  cheap  labor  Obtain- 
able at  Terceira  had  much  to  do  in  attracting  the  Madeira  operators. 
The  women  and  children  engaged  do  piecework  and  receive  less  than 
12  cents  a  day  for  their  labor. 

In  recent  years  nearly  half  of  the  entire  product  has  been  exported 
to  the  United  States,  and,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  was  retailed 
there  as  Madeira  goods.  [In  1913  the  declared  value  of  the  em- 
broideries invoiced  at  the  St.  Michael's  consulate  and  the  agency  at 
Terceira  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  was  $41,623;  the  ab- 
normal conditions  prevailing  in  1914  reduced  these  diipments  to 
$19,146  worth  in  that  year.]  About  ^0,000  worth  is  sent  to  Ger- 
many annually,  $5,000  worth  to  Canada,  and  $10,000  worth  to  Ma- 
deira, whence  it  is  reexported.  The  chief  articles  of  manufacture 
are  embroideries  suitable  for  dresses,  towels,  napkins,  handbags,  and 
handkerchiefs. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  in  quality  some  of  the  Terceira  ar- 
ticles are  equal  to  the  Madeira  product,  but  as  is  a  general  thing  the 
^est  grades  of  work  are  not  attempted.  Terceira  prices  are  at  least 
10  per  cent  dieaper  than  those  of  ^Madeira.  That  the  embroidery 
made  at  Terceira,  however,  is  gradually  attaining  that  de^ee  of  per- 
fection known  at  present  only  to  the  Madeira  product  is  generally 
c<moeded,  and  it  is  because  of  this  that  a  bright  future  for  the  in- 
dustry is  anticipated. 

A  London  coal  expert  thus  estimates  the  cost  of  "  Warwickshire 
house  coal"  to  the  Britidi  consumer:  Price  at  mines,  $3.89;  freight 
to  London,  $1.52 ;  cost  of  distribution,  $0.97 ;  merchant's  profit,  $0.91 ; 
<ft  s  total  of  $7ii9  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds. 
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AMEBICAH  COAL  AT  TEE  POBT  OF  BOtTEH. 

(Consul  Albro  L.  Bnmell,  Boaen,  France,  Anc.  11.] 

The  European  war  has  reduced  the  usual  sources  of  coal  supply  for 
France  almost  exclusively  to  those  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  coal  re- 
ceipts even  from  the  British  Isles  are  at  present  controlled  by  ab- 
normal restrictions. 

Existing  conditions  seem  to  favor  the  importation  of  American 
coal  to  meet  pressing  needs  and  incidentally  lay  a  foundation  for 
sales  after  the  war.  Although  it  is  said  that  any  kind  of  coal  can 
be  profitably  marketed  in  France  at  present,  the  object.of  this  report 
is  primarily  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  trade  in 
American  coals,  which,  meeting  as  nearly  as  possible  the  qualities 
and  grades  of  long-used  and  competing  coals,  will  by  trial  under  ex- 
isting necessities  demonstrate  their  adaptability  for  both  present  and 
future  consumption.  . 

Only  One  American  Cargo  In  Beeeat  Tears — Qvantities  Imported. 

It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  this  consulate  that  a  cargo  of  very 
hard  American  anthracite  was  shipped  to  Houen  some  years  ago, 
which  could  not  be  sold  here  because  of  its  extreme  hardness,  and 
which  lay  for  months  in  stock  until  a  coal  strike  in  the  United 
States  offered  an  opportunity  there  for  its  sale  at  a  good  profit  to 
tiie  owner.  Except  for  this  instance,  it  is  believed  that  no  American 
coals  have  been  put  on  this  market  in  recent  years,  at  least. 

The  importation  of  coal  at  the  port  of  Rouen  during  1914 
amounted  to  3,312,000  tons  (ton=2,000  pounds),  or  137,191  tons 
more  than  that  of  1913  and  about  2,425,00^0  tons  more  than  a  year's 
importation  of  15  years  ago.  Coal  imports  of  the  first  six  months  of 
the  current  year  amounted  to  3,037,783  tons,  or  1,101,792  tons  more 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  considerable  quantities  of  coal 
■were  introduced  from  northern  France  and  Germany,  as  well  as 
from  Great  Britain.  The  coal  supply  then,  as  now,  was  for  large 
industrial  and  domestic  needs  of  this  region  and  for  distribution  by 
the  Kiver  Seine  and  its  branches,  canals,  and  railways  to  Paris  and 
other  interior  cities  of  the  country. 

Draft  of  Yesseli — Acoommodatlons  of  Quays. 

The  draft  of  vessels  that  may  enter  the  port  of  Rouen  is  as  follows: 
17  feet  during  the  entire  year;  18  feet  during  350  days;  19  feet  dur- 
ing 319  days;  20  feet  during  265  days;  21  feet  during  205  days;  22 
feet  during  148  days;  23  feet  during  86  days;  24  feet  during  19  days. 

Coal  vessels  from  Great  Britain  generally  bring  from  1,500  ton;? 
(metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds)  to  3,000  tons,  although  a  few  vessels 
bring  from  5,000  to  6,000  tons,  of  coal. 

The  quays  can  accommodate  about  60  vessels  at  any  one  time,  and 
8  vessels  at  a  time  may  find  moorings  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor, 
for  discharging  cargoes. 

Cranes  at  the  fori— Freight  Bates— Cnstoms  Duty. 

The  port  has  40  electric  and  hydraulic  and  about  80  steam-operated 
cranes.  The  steam-operated  cranes  are  located  on  pontoons.  A  few 
of  the  floating  cranes  have  a  capacity  of  3  to  4  metric  tons,  and  two 
of  them  have  a  capacity  of  7  tons.    The  electric  and  hydraulic  cranes 
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Eelong  to  ike  local  diamber  of  commerce,  whieh  is  in  charge  of  the 
management  of  the  port.  The  chamber  of  commerce  recently  de- 
cided to  acquire  six  new  electric  cranes  with  automatically  operated 
grab  buckets,  each  of  4,000  kilos  (8,818.4  poimds)  capacity,  m  view 
of  the  increased  merchandise  tonnage  of  the  port,  and  particularly 
for  the  discharging  of  coal.  The  floating  cranes  are  the  property  of 
private  concerns.  At  present  about  19,0W  metric  tons  of  coal  are  be- 
mg  discharged  daily.  Tlie  cost  of  discharging  coal  is  now  abont  2 
:h'ancs  per  metric  ton. 

Prevailing  freight  rates  on  coal  to  Rouen  from  Newcastle,  Eng- 
land, and  region,  are  about  15s.  ($3.65),  and  from  Cardiff,  Wales, 
and  region,  from  12s.  6d.  ($3.04)  to  13s.  ($3.16)  per  ton. 

The  duty  on  coal  is  0.12  franc  ($0.02316)  per  100  kilos  (220.46 
poimds)  for  direct  imports;  a  surtax  of  3.60  francs  ($0.6948)  is 
levied  on  indirect  imports  of  articles  not  specified  (including  coal). 

The  local  buying  season  for  coal  is  from  May  to  October,  while 
the'dack  season  is  from  January  to  April.  It  is  believed  that  Pitts- 
burgh coals  would  meet  local  requirements,  but  they  should  be  shipped 
as  classed  coals. 

[Consul  Bamell  transmitted  with  this  report  a  Tery  complete  statement  con- 
cerning the  kinds  and  classes  of  coal  need  at  Bouen,  tbtir  approximate  degrees 
of  volatilization  and  sizes,  as  well  as  tables  of  pilotage  charges,  port  charges, 
and  dues,  and  a  specimen  copy  of  a  local  ship  broker's  aoconut  of  disbnrsoments 
and  charges  on  the  entry  and  clearance  of  a  steamabip  laden  with  3J60  metric 
tons  of  coaL  This  material  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Donisstlc  Commerce.    Refer  to  file  No.  05S34.] 


SUMMABY  07  EABiriNaS  OF  aEBKAN  STOCK  COMFANHS. 

[ConsQl  General  H.  W.  Harris,  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Germanj,  Aux.  28.] 

The  Frankfurter  Zeitung  recently  printed  a  brief  summary  of 
earnings  of  3,788  German  stock  companies  the  business  statements  of 
which  were  made  public  from  August  Ij  1914,  to  June  30,  1915. 
These  statements  are  referred  to  as  throwing  some  light  on  general 
business  conditions.  The  combined  capital  stock  of  their  corpora- 
tions is  given  at  13,670,000,000  marks  ($3,253,000,000).  The  con- 
cerns showed  a  net  increase  of  capital  stock  for  the  year  amounting 
to  $95,000,000.  The  total  amount  written  off  for  depreciation  of 
plants,  etc.,  was  about  one-half  of  1  per  cent  more  than  during  the 
preceding  business  year. 

Net  profits,  as  would  be  expected,  showed  a  falling  off,  though  it  is 
said  that  under  existing  conditions  the  results  were  highly  satisfac- 
tory. The  average  net  earnings  of  the  3,788  concerns  are  said  to  have 
been  11.18  per  cent,  as  against  13.64  per  cent  during  the  preceding 
business  year.  The  average  diWdend  declared  was  6.65  per  cent,  as 
against  8.86  per  cent  for  the  preceding  year. 

Guadeloupe  Has  Oood  Crops  bat  Few  Laborers. 

The  coming  sugar  crop  on  the  French  West  India  island  of  Guade- 
loupe is  promising.  Vice  Consul  J.  O.  Florandin,  however,  reports  a 
Srobable  shortage  of  labor,  as  most  of  the  men  are  recruited  for  the 
rench  Army.  The  coffee,  cacao,  and  vanila  crop  prospects  are  also 
bright  in  Guadeloupe; 
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NTW  ZEALAHS  TIADE  AfTEB  A  TEAS  OF  WAR. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  AncUand,  Auf.  8.] 

On  a  review  of  general  trade  conditions  in  New  Zealand  during 
the  first  year  of  the  war,  it  seems  clear  that  this  country  has  been 
disturbed  less  than  almost  any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  banking 
and  mercantile  interests  seem  very  optimistic  Banks  are  well  sup- 
plied with  cash,  the  deposits  and  balances  being  larger  than  for 
several  years  and,  in  some  cases,  than  ever  before,  and  interest  rates 
are  about  the  same  as  12  months  aga 
Statlities  of  Voreign  Biuineii. 

The  foreign  business  of  the  country  has  been  satisfactory,  with  an 
increase  in  exports  and  a  decrease  in  imports,  as  is  shown  by  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  New  Zealand  Herald: 

As  regards  exports,  New  Zealand  has  been  an  undoubted  gainer  by  the  war, 
as  statistics  show.  The  exports  for  the  12  months  ended  June  30  lost  were 
valued  at  £26,289.705  ($127,938,849)  compared  with  £24,582.276  ($119,629,646) 
during  the  previous  stoson,  an  Increase  of  £1,707,429  ($8,309,203).  Import 
figures  are  only  available  for  the  year  ended  March  31  Inst.  They  were  £20,- 
350,220  ($09,034,380),  as  compared  with  £22,309.670  ($108,570,053)  for  the 
previous  12  months,  a  decrease  of  £1,959,450  ($9,535,663).  [Conversions  in 
this  reiwrt  have  been  made  at  the  rate  of  $4.8({65  to  the  pound.] 

Xeadjustmeat  of  Trade  Coadition*. 

During  the  year  a  marked  readjustment  of  the  importing  business 
has  been  brought  about,  and  it  is  felt  that  more  is  to  follow.  The 
European  supplies  are  growing  less  and  less,  and  New  2^aland  is 
depending  more  and  more  on  American  imports,  supplemented  by 
Canada  and  Japan.  In  commenting  on  this  phase  of  business  the 
New  Zealand  Herald  has  the  following  to  say : 

In  the  meantime  Importers  looked  elsewhere  for  supplies  formerly  obtained 
from  the  Continent  and  difficult  to  procure  from  England,  and  gradually  began 
to  obtain  them  from  Austinlin,  Canada,  and  America.  At  present  traders  are 
described  as  being  in  a  better  position  to  cope  with  a  general  demand  than  they 
have  been  since  the  war  began. 

Xoonomy  Practiced — Comparative  Hegrlect  of  Xxpenslve  Articles. 

The  public  in  general  seems  to  have  grasped  the  situation  early, 
and  has  been  practicing  economy  until  but  little  is  now  spent  for 
luxuries  as  compared  with  former  times.  This  augurs  well  for  the 
future.  The  New  Zealand  Herald  says  concerning  the  economies 
practiced  and  some  conditions  now  existing: 

While  Jewelry  and  fancy  goods  are  less  sought  for,  necessities  are  selling 
freely  In  cheni)er  classes  of  goods  to  the  comparative  neglect  of  high-priced 
articles.  Dnipers  anticipate  even  greater  difilculty  In  securing  sapplies,  as 
home  manufacturers  are  engaged  in  making  war  clothing,  putting  aside  the 
regular  trade.  As  to  hardware,  a  most  serious  condition  has  arisen,  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  all  galvanized  goods.  Fencing  wire  and  corrugated  Iron  are 
Belling  at  more  than  double  the  usual  prices.  This  rise  and  scarcity,  however, 
is  not  felt  so  much  as  might  have  been  the  case,  owing  to  the  slackness  In  the 
building  trade. 

The  Outlook — America's  Opportanlty. 

The  outlook  is  good  for  a  reasonably  prosperous  period  in  this 
Dominion,  and  it  would  seem  that  American  mterests  are  likely  to 
get  the  greatest  benefit  if  they  will  but  reach  out  after  it.  The  ship- 
ping facilities  are  much  better  now  than  a  few  months  ago,  although 
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ifreight  rates  are  high.  During  the  past  week  two  steamers  have  ar- 
rived from  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  through  the 
Panama  Canal,  loaded  with  American  goods  for  New  Zealand  and 
Australia,  and  two  are  due  this  week  with  a  total  tonnage  of  25,000. 
It  is  now  reported  that  a  new  line  is  to  be  put  on  between  New  York 
and  Australasian  ports.  In  reviewing  the  outlook  the  New  Zealand 
Herald  says: 

Tradespeople,  diacassing  tbe  outlook  after  12  montbs  of  war,  look  forward 
to  a  prosperous  season.  Prodn<?ors  are  obtaining  good  prices,  and  markets  are 
assured  so  long  ns  the  sea  routes  are  kept  open.  Tbe  increased  exports  and  the 
reduction  In  Imports  have  combined  in  uiuklug  money  in  the  Dominion  plentiful. 
ActiTit7  in  tbe  country  daring  tbe  coming  season  wlU  assure  a  corresponding 
activity  in  tbe  cities. 

HEW  oovEBimEirr  ptjbucaiiobs. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  September  11,  the  fol- 
lowing new  United  States  Govenmient  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Converging  Laises,  a  new  metbod  of  determining  tbe  focal  lengtb  of, 
Standards  Bureau  Soientiflc  Paper  110;  price,  10c. 

Oas  Manufacture,  a  bibliography  of  the  chemistry  of.  Mines  Bureau  Tech- 
nical Paper  120.  A  list  of  books  relating  to  the  various  branches  of  gas  manu- 
facture; price,  r>-.". 

Test*  of  Piieking  Boavt  of  VHrloas  forms,  Forest  Service  Circular  214,  re- 
print. Covering  material  tested,  methods  of  tests,  results,  ■with  information 
on  nail,  wire  bound  and  dovetjilled  boxes;  price,  5c. 

Public,  Society,  and  School  Libraries  in  tbe  United  States,  Education  Bureau 
Bulletin  25,  1915,  with  combined  statistics;  price,  25c 

Foreign  Students,  opportunities  for,  at  the  universities  and  colleges  In  the 
United  States,  EXliitatiou  Bureau  Bulletin  27, 1015.  An  extensive  article  on  the 
organisation  of  education  in  the  United  States  and  tbe  opportunities  offered  to 
foreign  students;  jirice.  SOc. 

ToxicUjf  to  t'vngi  of  VoriOKs  OiJs  «nd  8alU,  partlcularty  those  used  in  wood 
preservation.  Agriculture  Dciwrtuteut  Bulletin  227.  Covers  experiments  on 
destruction  of  fungi  by  oils  and  salts,  especially  relating  to  wood  preservation ; 
price,  10c. 

Foreign  Pubticntions  for  Adrertising  American  Ooods,  advertising  rates,  circu- 
lation, snbecriptlon  price,  etc.  Mlsoollnneous  Series  10,  issued  by  tbe  Bureau  of 
Foreign  iiud  I>ome«tic  Commerce.  List  of  advertising  mediums  In  foreign  coun- 
tries arranged  alphabetically  by  countries;  price,  25c. 


SIAMESE  CBOF  FBOSPECTS  FOB  SEASOH  1915. 

(Vice  Consul  Cart  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  July  27.J 

According  to  the  official  crop  report  for  the  month  of  May,  rice 
planting  was  in  progress  in  16  districts  and  covered  271,048  acres  at 
the  end  of  the  month,  as  compared  with  94,860  acres  for  1914. 

The  rainfall  had  been  fair  and  the  voung  rice  plants  were  in  good 
condition  in  nearly  all  the  various  districts  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
therefore  the  general  prospects  for  an  avera^  crop  are  good. 

Cotton  planting  was  in  progress  in  May  in  5  districts,  and  during 
the  month  3,384  acres  had  been  planted. 

The  pepper  planting  is  being  extended  in  the  districts  of  Chanda- 
buri  and  Bhuket. 

New  coconut  plantings  have  been  made  in  Xumbora,  Pattani,  and 
Bhuket  districts,  and  the  young  plants  are  reported  as  doing  well. 
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COLOMBIAN  MASEET  FOB  BAGS. 

[Consul  Boss  Haieltine,  Cartagena,  Aug.  4.] 

Colombia  offers  an  excellent  market  for  fiber  bags,  which  are  used 
as  containers  for  coffee,  sugar,  flour,  tagua  nuts,  tannic  extract,  and 
ipecac.  The  greater  part  of  this  trade  has  been  held  by  British 
manufacturers,  who  maintain  traveling  representatives  in  the  field- 
Dimdee  manufacturers  of  bags  have  been  especially  enterprising  and 
now  supply  most  of  the  bags  used  in  the  coffee  trade.  Coffee  is  fore- 
most among  the  exports  and  constitutes  considerably  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  total. 

During  1914  the  imports  of  fiber  bags  and  bagging  (manila,  jute, 
and  hemp)  into  the  port  of  Cartagena  were:  From  Great  Britain, 
$69,141 ;  Germany,  $5,696;  United  States,  $1,901;  all  others,  $35,769; 
total,  $112,507.    The  imports  for  previous  years  are  not  available. 

Paper  bags  are  not  extensively  used,  except  by  the  best  stores  in 
the  retail  trade.  During  1914  the  imports  of  pasteboard  and  paper 
bags  (so  classified  in  the  customs  statistics)  amounted  to:  United 
States,  $3,351;  Germany,  $1,367;  all  others,  $907;  total,  $5,625. 

Import  Duties — Neees«ity  ot  SeBdlng  Trayeling  Salesmen. 

The  import  duties  on  paper  and  fiber  bags  are : 

Item  1319.  Paper  bags  with  or  without  printing,  per  kilo  (2.2 
pounds),  $0.03. 

Item  1468,  Cotton  bags,  glazed,  or  of  oilcloth,  per  kilo,  $0.10. 

Item  1526.  Bags  of  Manila  hemp,  coco,  jute,  ixtle,  etc.,  per 
kilo,  $0.01. 

Item  1492,  Bags  of  hemp,  ramie,  and  similar  fibers,  tarred  or  not, 
with  or  without  paper,  and  cloth  for  packing  or  making  bags,  etc., 
per  kilo,  $0.01, 

Cotton  bags  are  used  exclusively  by  the  flour  mills.  They  are 
generally  purchased  with  printing  in  Spanish. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  practically  all  the  coffee  exports  are  shipped 
to  the  United  States,  it  would  seem  that  American  manufacturers  of 
bags  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  much  larger  share  of  this  trade. 
However,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  cover  the  field  with  trav- 
elers, as  the  British  manufacturers  are  doing.  During  the  past  year 
the  local  importers  of  cotton  and  fiber  bags  have  received  two  or 
three  visits  from  European  travelers  and  none  from  representatives 
of  American  manufacturers. 

It  is  practically  certain  that  American  traveling  salesmen  could 
obtain  surprising  initial  results.  The  cities  of  Cartagena,  Barran- 
quilla,  Santa  Marta,  Medellin,  and  Bogota  all  offer  promising  oppor- 
tunities in  this  line. 

The  largest  local  importer  buys  in  large  quantities  at  close  mar- 
gins for  cash.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  other  firms  would 
make  purchases  on  cash  terms. 

Correspondence  In  Spanish — Steamship  Servloe. 

Correspondence  should  always  be  in  Spanish  with  local  firms. 
Prices  may  be  quoted  in  American  currency.  Weights  should  be  set 
forth  in  Inlos.  There  is  a  direct  steamship  service  (American)  from 
New  York  City  to  Colombian  ports,  with  weekly  sailings.    Goods 
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may  also  be  shipped  from  New  Orleans  on  through  bills  of  lading, 
witii  transshipment  at  Cristobal  or  Colon. 

[A  list  of  importers  of  bags  and  bagging  at  Cartagena  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  £>oniesttc  Commerce  or  itB  branch  offices.  Befer  to 
file  Ko.  651S8.] 

BUSMA  PB£FA££S  TO  SHIP  OECHEOS. 

tCoQSal  Maxwell  K.  Iloorbead,  Ransoon,  July  SI.] 

The  Agri-Horticultural  Society  of  Buriaa,  Kandawglay,  Eangoon, 
la  now  in  a  position  to  collect  and  ship  orchids  to  tlie  United  States. 
Owing  to  the  alternating  dry  and  wet  and  cool  and  hot  seasons,  the 
orchid  should  be  collected  during  December  and  January  and 
packed  and  dispatched  from  Rangoon  during  February.  Orders 
should  be  received  in  Rangoon  not  later  than  November  15.  The 
following  orchids  can  be  collected  to  order,  the  prices  given  being 
for  100  orchids:  Cypripedium  heUasiulum,  $16.22;  Cypripedium, 
paruhii,  $11.85;  Cyprivedtu/m  spiceriamim,  $24.33;  Dendrobium 
erassinode,  $16.22 ;  Dendrobium  formotum  giganteum,  $12.97 ;  Den- 
drobium cftrysotoantm,  $12.97;  Dendrobium  fimbriatum,  $9.73;  Den- 
drobium nohilc,  $16.22  to  $32.44;  Dendrobium  thryainorum,  same; 
Dendrobium  dolhousianum,,  same;  Dendrobium  waraianum,  same; 
Vanda  coerulea,  same ;  Vanda  kirnballiana^  $9.73 ;  Vanda  teres,  $9.73 ; 
Saccolabium  blumei,  $9,73. 

These  prices  are  for  g6od  plants.  Extra  selected  specimens  of 
some  kinds  will  be  more  m  propcurtioo  to  size. 

HDWS  PBDTT  SHOBTAOE  DT  ENOLANS. 

Several  English  newspapers  call  attention  to  the  growing  scarcity 
of  paper  and  notify  their  distributing  agents  to  revise  their  orders 
to  avoid  "left  overs."  The  United  Kmgdom  in  1914  imported 
296,000,000  pounds  of  newspaper  on  reels,  valued  at  $7,000,000,  of 
which  5J  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States  and  nearly  40  per 
cent  from  Newfoundland;  also  93,000,000  pounds  of  paper  not  on 
reels,  worth  $3,500,000,  of  which  41  per  cent  came  from  Norway  and 
5  per  cent  from  the  United  States.  British  imports  of  paper  during  the 
first  half  of  this  year  fell  off  slightly.  Increased  purcliases  of  Amer- 
ican paper  on  reels  was  coimterbalanced  by  a  decrease  in  American 
paper  not  on  reels.  Full  details  of  the  British  paper  trade  will  be 
found  in  Special  Consular  Reports  No.  73,  "Paper  and  Stationery 
Trade  of  the  World,"  for  sale  at  50  cents  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Braneh  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Koom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnllding; 
Chicago,  604  Teieral  BnilUag;  St.  Xonls,  408  Third  Kationai  Bank  Balldiag; 
Atlaata,  S81  Tmt  Oflee  Bnilding;  Hew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemia  Bank  Bnllding;  San 
Vranelsce,  SOC  TTBited  States  Custorahonse ;  Seattle,  083  Alaska  Bnilding.  (Oper- 
ative brasoh  ofleet:  develand,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe;  Clncinaatl,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Dried  or  salt  codfish,  locally  called  "  bacalao,"  annually  imported 
by  Argentina  totals  12.000,000  pounds. 
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FOSEIOH  TRADE  OKOBTUNITIES. 

Resenred  addresses  mav  be  obtained  from  the  Barean  and  its  branck  ofle«a.  Beiintst 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  flle  nambrr  given. 

Tinplatcs,  No.  18317. — A  flrin  In  Switzerland  Is  In  the  market  for  tlnplates  to 
be  used  In  the  condensed-milk  Industry.  Only  the  best  steel  coke  tlnplates 
are  wanted  as  the  boxes  to  be  made  therefrom  are  riveted,  not  soldered,  and 
must  consequently  be  very  pliable.  Better  coated  and  softer  tinplate  Is  re- 
quired for  the  riveting  system  than  for  the  older  system.  The  firm  in  ques- 
tion desires  to  make  permanent  connections  with  American  mannfactarers. 
Prices  and  samples  are  solicited. 

Dniversal  milling  or  ctttiing  and  grinding  machine*,  No.  18318. — An  American 
consular  oflicer  in  Switzerland  reports  that  a  dealer  in  his  district  is  in  the 
market  for  universal  milling  or  cutting  and  grinding  machines  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States.  Catalogues  and  prices  are  requested,  and  also 
time  of  delivery.  He  desires  to  purchase  a  sample  of  the  macliineiy  first 
Keferenees  given.    Correspondence  should  be  in  English. 

Material  for  fancy  boxes,  celluloid,  hinges,  and  snap  locks.  No.  18319. — A  local 
manufacturer  In  Spain  of  fancy  and  novelty  wooden,  celluloid,  and  card- 
board boxes  is  desirous  of  receiving  samples  and  quotations  from  American 
proiUicers  of  celluloid,  small  hinges,  and  snap  locks.  Quotations  should  be 
made,  if  iwssible,  for  goods  delivered  In  Barcelona,  and  Spanish  would  best 
be  used  for  corresitondence.  Samples  and  prices  accompany  this  report  and 
may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  any  of  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to 
File  No.  (JOoOO.) 

Umbrella  ribs  and  frames.  No.  18320. — An  American  consular  officer  In  tl»e 
United  Kingdom  re|>ort4  that  a  well-established  firm  in  his  district  is  de- 
sirous of  purchasing  stretcher  and  broad  stretcher  umbrella  ribs  and 
umbrella  frames  of  American  manufacture.    References  given. 

Machinery  for  utilizing  bones  in  the  mamtfacture  of  combs,  button«,  etc..  No. 
18321. — A  business  man  in  Chile  Informs  an  American  consulate  that  he 
intends  to  establish  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  bone  combs  and  bone 
buttons,  and  would  like  to  communicate  with  American  firms  manufactur- 
ing machinery  for  the  same.  Correspondence  and  catalogues  should  be  in 
Spanish  or  German. 

Boda-tcater  bottling  apparatus.  No.  18322. — A  man  In  Central  America  has 
requested  an  American  consulate  to  assist  him  In  securing  catalogues  and 
prices  on  the  following  accessories  for  a  small  soda-water  bottling  plant: 
Engine  and  boiler,  5  to  10  horsepower,  gasometer,  and  carbonator.  Price* 
are  preferred  c.  I.  .f.  Amapala,  but  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  San  Francisco  wlU 
be  considered.  Goods  must  be  insured  against  breakage  and  damage  The 
terms  of  sale  will  be  cash  or  the  equivalent.  Catalogues  and  corresjwndence 
must  be  in  Spanish  or  German. 

iMthes,  accessories,  and  attachments  thereto.  No.  18823. — ^A  business  man  In 
Switzerland  requests  an  American  consular  officer  to  place  him  In  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  of  lathes  and  accessories  and  attachments 
thereto.  Catalogties  and  qiiotations  indicating  the  lowest  export  prices  are 
desired.    References  furnished.    Correspondence  should  be  in  English. 

Graphite,  No.  18324.— A  merchant  in  Japan  informs  an  American  consulate  that 
he  desires  to  sell  graphite  to  American  consumers.  The  graphite  is  packed 
in  strong  casks  averaging  six  to  the  long  ton,  and  freight  at  present  to  New 
York  is  about  ?16  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds.  The  dealer  Is  prepared  to  supply 
two  or  three  tons  per  month  for  a  i)erlod  of  one  year.  Samples  of  the 
graphite  are  in  this  country.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from 
this  bureau. 

Coat  hangers,  cutlery,  etc..  No.  18325. — A  firm  In  England  reports  that  it  is  in 
the  market  for  a  quantity  of  cheap  wooden  coat  hangers,  steel  cutlery.  In- 
cluding knives,  forks,  penknives  and  scissors,  and  also  alarm  clocks.  Manu- 
facturers interested  in  these  Inquiries  may  obtain  further  information  from 
this  bureau. 

Ready-made  clothing,  etc..  No.  18326. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Central 
America  reports  tiiat  n  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and 
prices,  together  with  full  information  as  to  credit,  etc.,  of  men's  furnishings 
and  ready-made  clothing.    Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

WASBIKOTOtl  :  GOTIBNIIBNT  PBtKTIKO  OmCS:  1*>* 


i^' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE     . 
For  h1<  bjr  the  Supcriaiendeat  of  Documenu,  Wuhinctoa,  D.  C,  *l  (2  JO  per  year 

No.  219     Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  September  18  1915 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Page. 

Costoma  nSglme  at  Tsingtau,  China 1345  Mexican  state  has  new  chamber  of  commeroe.  1355 

Enormous  crops  of  lemons 1345  South  Manchurlan  notes 13S6 

Construction  work  abroad 1346  The  ukulele  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 1357 

Farmers' meetings  in  Bermuda 134»  Short  fruit  crop  In  Scotland 1357 

Grape  crop  in  Cognac  district 1349  Foreign  trade  opportunities 1358 

Commercial  oondUions  improving  In  ChDe 1330  Honey  shortage  In  England 1359 

Citrus-fruit  indostry  in  eastern  Cuba 1353  American  cranberry  crop 1359 

Promoting  Phllippbie  rattan 1353  South  American  ordeis 13Sq 

Austrian  Oovemment  control  of  oil  production  irt33  Model  porcelain  factory  In  Kiangsi 1360 

Heattaig  stoves  and  grates  in  northwest  India.  1354  Trade  opportunities  after  the  war 1368 

The  meat  problem  of  Italy 1355 

CUSTOMS  BllGIliE  AT  TSINQTATJ,  CHINA. 

[Charge  d'Affalrea  Post  Wheeler,  Tokyo,  Japan,  Aug.  18,  1915.] 

An  agreement  was  entered  into  by  representatives  of  the  Chinese 
and  Japanese  Governments  on  August  6,  1915,  providing  for  the 
reopening  of  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  at  Tsingtau  in  the 
leased  territory  of  Kiaochow,  which  is  now  under  Japanese  military 
administration.  The  arrangements  agreed  upon  are  in  all  essentials 
similar  to  those  in  force  during  the  German  occupancy  of  Kiaochow. 
Ajnong  the  former  provisions  which  have  been  revived  is  one  a4ithor- 
izing  the  Japanese  Government  to  retain  20  per  cent  of  the  amount 
of  import  duties  collected,  the  remainder  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
Chinese  director  of  customs. 

[A  copy  of  the  regulations  formerly  In  effect  Is  on  file  In  the  Bure.nu  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon 
application.] 


ENOBMOUS  CEOFS  OF  LEMONS. 

Twenty  thousand  acres  in  young  lemon  trees  in  California  will 
soon  come  into  bearing  and  double  the  domestic  supply.  The  crop 
for  the  year  ended  Augiist  31,  1915,  was  6,667  cars,  or  132  per  cent 
more  than  last  year.  These  large  increases  in  production  will  call 
for  a  serious  study  in  marketing  the  lemon  crop  of  the  United  States. 

The  California  Fruit  Growers'  Exchange  lemon  shippers  have 
organized  a  company  to  manufacture  by-products  from  the  lower 
grades  of  fruit.  The  plant  is  under  construction  and  the  business 
will  be  handled  on  a  cooperative  basis,  the  growers  receiving  the  full 
returns  for  the  by-products  after  the  cost  of  operation  is  deducted. 
From  one  and  one-quarter  to  one  and  one-half  million  dollars  worth 
of  lemon  oil,  citrate  of  lime,  and  other  lemon  by-products  are  im- 
ported annually  into  the  United  States.  These  products  can  be  maniy 
factured  successfully  in  California  from  the  lower  grades  of  fruit 
that  are  not  worth  shipping,  as  well  as  from  fruit  that  demoralizes 
the  markets  because  of  its  inferior  quality. 
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COFSTSTTCnON  WOBE  ABBOAO. 

CAMA9A. 

[Vice  Consul  O.  C.  Woodward,  Vancourer.  Canada,  Sept  3.1 

Britlth  ColvmMa  Building  ?ennlt*. 

The  total  value  of  the  building  permits  issued  in  British  Colum- 
bia during  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  as  published  in  the 
Dominion  Labor  Gazette,  amounted  to  $1,413,276,  as  compared  to 
$5,948,047  during  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year,  showing  a 
decrease  of  $4,5:^4,771.  The  following  table  gives  the  values  ac- 
cording to  the  place  of  issue : 


19U 


iai4 


Vernon  , 

N<-w  Westminster 

Vancouver 

Victoria 

Prince  Rupert 

North  V»ncoov«r. 

Oak  Bay 

Kelowns 

I'olnt  Grey 

Kainloop.1 

South  \  ancourer . 

Total 


3.S,(QS 
1,06«,7(«S 

in,«4o 

12. 900 

i4.«ja 

1»,«X> 

lao 

so,  325 
8,720 
4S,S33 


S3I,330 

i«,a6r 

1,S0I.4DJ 

ao6,b» 

44,410 

84,  KS 

i4S,as2 


1,413,Z»        5,MS,0C 


[Consul  G.  R.  Tngg.irt,  Comr.all,  Ontario,  Sept  9.J 
H«w  Street  KaUway  Traoks  In  Comwail. 

Nearing  completion  in  Cornwall  is  the  relaying  of  the  main-track 
system  of  the  street  railway  company.  About  KK)  tons  of  new  steel 
rails,  weighing  6U  pounds  to  the  yard,  have'been  purchased  at  an 
average  cost  of  about  $:)5  a  ton.  Most  of  them  were  bought  frcm 
the  Canada  Steel  Foundries  (Ltd.),  Montreal.  The  material  for 
inset  work,  costing  about  $"2,000,  came  from  Pittsburgh.  The  Corn- 
wall manager  of  the  street  railway  stated  that  rails  bought  five  years 
ago  from  the  American  concern  held  up  so  well  in  front  of  the  office 
oi  the  company,  where  there  was  constant  travel,  that  he  persuaded 
the  officers  of  the  street  railway  company  to  buy  the  rails  for  the 
inset  work  again  from  Pittsburgh.  Persuasion  was  necessary,  be- 
cause the  officers  were  Interested  in  having  all  the  material  bought  in 
Canada. 

[Vice  Conanl  H.  M.  Newoomh,  Victoria,  Brlttah  Columbia,  Aag.  31.J 
Patricia  Bay  Branch  at  Canadian  Northern  Bailway  to  Be  Completed. 

It  is  announced  that  the  section  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway 
which  is  to  connect  Victoria  with  the  mainland,  running  from  Vic- 
toria to  Patricia  Bay,  and  thence  by  ferry  to  Vancouver,  is  to  be 
completed  and  placed  in  running  order  without  delay. 

Construction  work  on  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  has  been 
slow,  due  mostly  to  the  inability  of  the  managers  of  this  railroad  to 
finance  their  undertakings.  However,  it  is  now  stated  that  a  loan 
<>f  $11,500,000  has  been  successfully  floated  in  New  York,  a  portion 
of  which  will  be  available  for  construttion  work  on  Vancouver  Island 
and  'British  Columbia. 

Sir  William  Mackenzie,  president  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Rail- 
:way  has  just  completed  an  initial  through  trip  of  2,950  miles  on  the 
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Canadian  Northern  Railway,  from  Toronto  to  Vancouver,  in  91 
hours  running  time.  As  soon  as  the  Vancouver  Island  branch  of  this 
railroad  is  completed,  ferry  service  will  connect  it  with  the  main  line 
at  Vancouver  and  through  service  established  from  Victoria  to 
Toronto. 

CTFBA. 

[Consul  Henry  M.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  Habana ;  dated  Sept.  1.] 
Hew  Hospitals  and  Asylums. 

Plans  have  been  completed  by  Government  Architect  Senor  Ca- 
barroca  for  constructing  a  modem  military  hospital  at  Camp  Colmn- 
bia,  Habana,  headquarters  of  the  Cuban  malitary  forces.  It  is  also 
planned  to  construct  in  each  one  of  the  six  Provinces  of  Cuba  a 
modem  and  well-equipped  liospital  for  the  military  forces. 

An  appropriation  or  $20,000  has  been  authorized  for  a  new  build- 
ing at  Mazorra,  Habana  Province,  for  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
of  Cuba.  The  work  will  be  done  largely  by  administration,  using 
such  labor  as  may  be  available  among  the  patients  of  the  hospital. 
The  building  will  be  equipped  with  modern  sanitary  appliances. 

The  mayor  of  Habana  has  approved  the  project  for  constructing 
an  asylum  for  mendicants,  the  bill  having  been  introduced  in  the 
city  council  by  Councilman  Vito  Candia,  and  plans  for  the  buildings 
have  been  prepared  by  Architect  Lopez  Ilovirosa. 

Proposed  Chain  of  Sohoolhonses. 

It  is  stated  that  the  assistant  architect  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Construction,  Senor  Cabarroca,  is  studying  plans  for  40  school 
buildings  which  will  be  constructed  throughout  the  interior  of  the 
Bepublic.  It  is  understood  that  the  construction  work  will  be  of 
cement  and  brick.  The  buildings  will  be  of  one  story,  and  will  be 
especially  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  poor  children  of  the  country 
districts;  who  are  at  present  not  well  provided  for. 

The  work  of  providing  ample  school  buildings  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts is  due  to  the  well-ciemonstrated  interest  of  the  present  adminis- 
tration in  the  betterment  of  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist  of 
Cuba. 

Work  on  Pnblio  Buildings. 

The  building  occupied  by  the  State  Department  of  Cuba  will  soon 
undergo  extensive  repairs,  and  it  is  stated  that  another  story  will  be 
added  which  will  be  devoted  to  offices  for  the  officials  of  that  depart- 
ment. The  necessary  appropriation  for  this  work  is  already  avail- 
able. 

Credit  has  been  assigned  for  the  continuance  of  the  work  on  tho 
new  Presidential  Palace. 

Hew  Leper  Hospital. 

A  new  leper  hospital  and  colony  will  be  constructed  in  the  Dos 
Hermanos  property  in  the  municipal  district  of  Santiago  de  las 
Vegas,  about  15  miles  from  the  city  of  Habana.  As  soon  as  the 
buildings  are  completed  in  the  new  leper  colony  the  patients  will  be 
transferred  from  the  old  San  Lazaro  hospital,  which  occupies  a 

Erominent  site  within  the  city  of  Habana,  to  Dos  Hermanos.    The 
ousing  of  lepers  within  the  city  of  Habana  has  long  been  a  subject 
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of  severe  criticism,  and  the  provision  for  their  proper  quarmntine  at  a 
long  distance  frcHn  any  town  or  city  has  the  approval  of  the  public  in 
generaL 

HAWAXL 

[HonolQlo    Star-BallettD,    Anf.    26.1 

Theater  and  Business  Block. 

Plans  for  building  a  large  up-to-date  theater  in  the  heart  of  Hono- 
lulu's business  district  are  announced  by  W.  R.  Hughes.  Construc- 
tion work  will  start  about  November  1,  1915 ;  the  cost  will  be  about 
$80,000  and  will  be  leased  by  Mr.  Hughes.  The  building  will  be 
erected  by  Mr.  Wolters,  who  will  put  in  a  business  block  at  the  same. 

SaI»cnptions  toward  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  building  have  now  reached 
$30,550,  leaving  only  $9,450  to  be  obtained.  A  building  is  to  be 
bought  and  remodeled. 

JTBW  ZEALAXB. 
[Connil  General  Alfred  A.  WlnsloT,  Aaektand,  Aog.  18.] 
BnildlnK  Supplies  la  Bemand. 

Matters  in  the  building  line  are  very  ^eatly  improving  now  that 
money  is  more  plentiful,  and  the  outlook  is  favorable.  This  wiU  call 
for  additional  builders'  hardware,  corrugated  iron,  roofing,  etc.,  from 
the  United  States,  because  European  manufacturers  are  unable  to  fill 
orders  in  most  of  these  lines. 
Xew  Xiadergartea  SchiMl — Business  Block — Addition  to  Department  Store. 

W.  C.  Johns  &  Sons  have  just  taken  the  contract  to  erect  buildings 
for  the  Myers  Park  Kindergarten  School  at  a  cost  of  $27,807,  accord- 
ing to  plans  drawn  by  Chilwell  &  Trevithick.    ' 

W.  E.  Hutchinson  has  the  contract  to  erect  a  five-story  and  base- 
ment office  building,  at  a  cost  of  $53,531 ,  after  plans  drawn  by  Mr. 
A.  B.  Herrold.    This  structure  is  to  be  fireproof  and  up  to  date. 

Three  stories  are  being  added  to  the  three-story  John  Court  Build- 
ing, at  a  cost  of  $100,000.  This  will  make  an  up-to-date  sax-sUfcy 
commercial  building  about  100  by  100  feet,  to  be  used  by  John  Court 
(Ltd.)  as  a  department  store. 

Freezing  Works  at  Aueklaad — Street  Improvements. 

The  foundations  are  being  put  in  for  a  four-story  brick  addition 
to  the  Auckland  Farmers'  Freezing  Co.'s  plant  located  in  this  city,  to 
cost  $75,000,  after  plans  drawn  by  Chilwell  &  Trevithick.  iTiis 
structure  will  contam  the  latest  provisions  for  cold  storage,  such  as 
insulated  floors,  walls,  etc. 

One  of  the  suburbs  of  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  proposes  to  expend 
$291,990  on  building  new  streets  within  the  next  year.  This  suburb 
has  just  completed  a  ^91,990  drainage  system,  and  many  fine  resi- 
dences are  being  erected  and  under  contemplation  in  that  8ecta<Hi. 

ruiLunfums. 

(Uanllii  Dall7  BuUetln.  July  27.1 

Haas 'for  tbe  Few  Sugar  Centrals. 

The  Government  Central  Sugar  Board  announces  that  it  has  defi- 
nitely decided  that,  with  the  $1,000^000  available,  at  least  one  central 
will  be  erected  and  put  into  operation  in  time  to  handle  the  191MX 
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crop,  and  that  if  satisfactory  banking  arrangements  can  be  made  the 
erection  of  two  mills  will  he  proceeded  with.  The  secretary  of  the 
board  announced  that  representatives  of  sugar-machinery  manufac- 
turers were  invited  to  accompany  the  board  to  visit  the  Maao,  Isabela, 
Silay,  and  Capiz  projects  in  order  to  secure  information  to  enable 
them  to  file  bids  for  supplying  machinery  and  other  materials  for  the 
central. 

POBIVOAX. 

ICoDsu)  General  W.  L.  Lowiie,  Lisbon,  Aug.  14.] 

PnbUo  Improvements  in  Oporto. 

A  loan  of  3,000,000  escudos  (about  $2,200,000)  has  been  made  by 
the  Portuguese  Government  to  the  (Samara  Municipal  (city  council) 
of  Oporto,  and  the  money  will  be  expended  on  opening  new  avenues 
in  that  city.    The  work  is  in  charge  cf  the  city  council. 


FARMEBS'  HEETINaS  IN  BERMTTDA. 

[Consul  Carl  B.  Loop,  Hamilton,  Aug.  20.1 

During  the  present  year,  as  a  result  of  the  energy  of  the  director 
of  agriculture,  a  number  of  f armei-s'  meetings  have  been  held  in  Ber- 
muda. At  these  gatherings  such  subjects  as  fertilization,  rotation  of 
crops,  farming  implements,  and  quality  of  seed  have  been  discussed. 
Special  attention,  however,  has  been  directed  to  the  quality  of  seed 
used  by  potato  growers.  The  director  has  only  recently  returned 
from  rf  trip  of  inspection  to  Long  Island  and  Maine,  where  he  visited 
a  large  number  of  farms  producing  the  special  Icind  of  potato  that  ia 
particularly  fitted  for  growth  in  Bermuda. 

Roughly  speaking,  there  are  about  5G0  farmerfi  in  Bermuda,  400  of 
whom  may  be  regarded  as  more  or  less  substantial.  Hitherto,  in 
spite  of  various  attempts,  there  has  been  little  success  in  organizing 
farmers  for  any  special  efforts.  A  meeting  was  held  on  August  18 
at  which  a  suggestion  was  put  forward  by  the  Governor  of  the  islands 
that  steps  be  taken  to  insure  genuine  cooperation  among  tlie  farmers 
by  the  organization  of  some  form  of  association.  The  organization 
of  a  land  bank  was  also  strongly  recommended.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing samples  of  good  and  bad  seed  were  on  exhibition  as  were  also 
various  types  of  agricultural  implements.  The  meeting  witnessed  a 
practical  demonstration  of  a  new  potato  digger. 

Farming  is  the  only  productive  industry  in  Bermuda,  and  even  it 
has  been  permitted  to  languish  during  recent  years;  but  now  it  would 
appear  that  the  Bermuda  farmers  are  beginning  to  look  more  seri- 
ovaky  upon  their  work,  with  a  view  to  regaining  lost  ground. 

GRAPE  GBOP  IN  COGNAC  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Kenneth  Stuart  Patton,  La  Rocbellc,  France,  Aug.   12;  supplementary   report 

fubllshed  June  23.] 

In  the  early  spring  the  splendid  condition  of  the  vines  in  the 
Cognac  region  gave  ris«  to  hopes  of  a  large  crop.  The  continued 
rainy  weather  of  the  early  summer  month's,  coupled  with  inability 
sufficiently  to  treat  the  vines  against  mildew  and  other  diseases,  .has 
been  very  destructive  and  poor  returns  will  result.  In  many  in- 
stances even  the  vines  are  being  destroyed  from  lack  of  proper  care. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1850 


acanacBCM  kbfobxs. 


COMMESCIAL  COHBITIOHB  UFSOYIHCI  Dl  CEILB. 

[Consal  General  L.  J.  Keaia,  Valparmtoo,  Aug.  6.1 

Daring  the  past  month  there  has  been  a  more  optimistic  taoe  in 
the  Chilean  commercial  world.  The  moving  factor  has  been  the 
exportation  during  the  month  of  July  of  more  than  4,500,000  Span- 
ish quintals  (approximately  230,000  metric  tons  of  2,204.62  pounds 
each)  of  nitrate  of  soda. 

TTie  export  taxes  collected  on  nitrate  for  the  month  of  July,  1915, 
showed  an  increase  of  $71,205  in  United  States  currency  over  the 
receipts  from  this  source  in  the  correspcmding  month  of  last  year. 

The  customhouse  intake  for  July,  m  detail,  was  as  follows,  the 
amounts  being  given  in  United  States  currency : 


TnweaUMtod. 

ABMont. 

Taxes  ooUectad. 

AJDoanL 

IN  OOLD. 

Exportation 

Importation 

899,177 

24,113 

n,90B 

27 

a  CCBBZHCT— oontiniied. 

LlghtbaaseaDdbartMrteM 

Exportatkxi  taxes 

IS,SW 
f3l,Z74 

Lighthouse  and  tonnage  dOM 

CoDsular  flues 

Importation  taxes 

I,3«S,0» 

3»m,o:s 

Total 

3,891,075 

Total  fai  gold I"i: 

17,784 

Orand  total 

£,257,  IS 

Whaiflng,  dhcbaisinc,  and  mobiUft- 
tlm 

As  already  stated,  the  export  taxes  in  July,  1915,  showed  an 
increase  over  July,  1914.  The  import  taxes,  however,  in  July 'of  this 
year  were  $821,965  less  than  in  the  same  month  of  1914. 

The  increase  in  customhouse  retin-ns  in  July  over  the  preceding 
month  of  June,  this  year,  was  $1,029,014. 

Broadening  of  Kitrate  Karket — Qreater  Demand  for  Lal>or — ^Prices. 

The  nitrate  now  being  exported  is  largely  "  96  per  cent  1  per  cent," 
or  refined  nitrate,  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  powder.  The  United 
States  ha.s  become  the  principal  purchaser  of  Chilean  nitrate. 

The  broadening  of  the  mtrate  export  market  has  naturally  in- 
creased the  demand  for  labor.  More  than  6,000  workmen  are  being 
sent  from  the  south  to  Antofagasta.  and  within  a  short  time  the 
number  of  persons,  including  workingmen's  families,  sent  to  Tara- 
paca  will  total  approximately  30,000. 

Present  average  nitrate  prices  are  7s.  lOd.-  ($1.91)  for  96  per  cent 
1  per  cent  nitrate  per  quintal  (101.41  pounds),  and  7s.  5d.  ($1.80) 
for  95  per  cent,  as  compared  with  7s.  l^d.  ($1.73)  for  96  per  cent 
1  per  cent  and  6s.  7d.  ($1.60)  for  95  per  cent  a  month  previous. 
Effects  of  Activity — ^Firmness  of  ExohasKC — Condition  of  Banks. 

The  effects  of  tliis  activity  in  the  nitrate  fields,  which  in  Chile 
spells  prosperity  both  for  the  Government  and  for  the  population 
in  general,  have  been  widespread. 

Exchange  has  remained  firm  at  8  and  8s^  (pence  sterling  per 
paper  peso,  Chilean)  for  the  past  few  weeks. 

As  an  instance  of  the  unusual  firmness  of  exchange,  an  incidoit  is 
recorded  of  the  sale  of  £10,000  in  which  the  exchange  fracti<m  in 
the  difference  between  the  buying  and  selling  rate  was  split  to  rfg-. 

Money,  which  has  up  to  now  Been  hoarded  by  the  banfa,  is  Ixgia^ 
ning  to  appear  in  the  form  of  loans  and  ducoonts.    The  mm* 
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crisis  through  which  the  country  has  been  passing  since  the  outbreak 
of  the  war,  while  it  has  made  conservative  banking  very  necessary, 
has  also  given  the  banks  an  opportunity  and  a  pretext  for  thor- 
oughly checking  over  all  their  accounts.  As  a  result  the  banks  in 
Chile  are  probably  in  a  more  thoroughly  sound  condition  at  the 
present  time  than  during  normal  years. 
Copper  and  Tin — Chilean  Coal — Steamship  Companies. 

The  exportation  of  copper  and  tin  has  been  stimulated  by  the 
cdvanced  values  of  these  metals,  and  the  quantity  of  copper  ex- 
ported from  Chile  will  from  now  on  be  increased  by  the  output  of 
the  American  company  operating  the  Braden  Copper  Co.  and  the 
Chile  Exploration  Co.  The  first  shipments  of  this  company  from 
Chuquicamata  were  made  in  the  month  of  July. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  Cardiff  or  Austrian  coal  and  the  lack 
of  proper  facilities  for  the  regular  consignment  of  American  coal 
to  tliis  coast  have  to  a  large  extent  relieved,  the  Chilean  coal-mining 
companies  from  foreign  competition  and  have  given  them  a  market 
greater  than  they  can  supply. 

The  Chilean  steamship  companies  are  equally  happily  situated. 
With  a  general  revival  of  the  carrying  trade  they  have  little  compe- 
tition to  mc?t,  since  there  are  no  German  lines  in  operation,  the 
British  tonnage  is  only  a  small  percentage  of  what  it  is  in  normal 
times,  and  freight  rates  remain  at  a  very  profitable  level. 

Hides  and  wool  from  Chile  have  commanded  exceptional  prices 
and  have  been  marketed  without  difficulty. 
Import  Trade  Benefited — Demand  Chiefly  for  General  Supplies. 

The  favorable  conditions  under  which  the  above  industries  are  now 
operating  have  begun  to  influence  beneficially  general  import  trade. 
Stocks,  which  in  general  were  heavy  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and 
which  were  practically  imsalable  for  many  months  thereafter,  have 
been  disposed  of  to  a  large  extent. 

fieplace  materials  and  general  supplies  are  now  demanded  of  the 
importers.  One  line  of  textiles,  for  example — osnaburgs — now  being 
received  almost  exclusively  from  the  United  States,  in  July  was 
entirely  sold  out  in  the  local  market.  Only  the  timely  arrival  of  a 
large  shipment  saved  the  flour  mills  from  having  to  shut  down. 

For  the  present  the  market  demand  appears  to  be  confined  to 
general  supplies  and  necessities.    The  demand  for  new  equipment 
will  undoubtedly  follow  later. 
Tendency  to  Buy  in  United  States. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  articles  that  can  not  now  be  obtained 
from  Europe,  because  their  exportation  has  been  prohibited  or  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  in  regard  to  obtaining  them, 
the  general  tendency  has  been  to  seek  an  open  market  for  purchase 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  possible  that  in  the  end  the  year  1915 
will  have  been  not  only  the  greatest  year  in  the  record  of  Chilean 
exportation  to  the  United  States,  but  also  the  greatest  in  the  matter 
of  United  States  exports  to  Chile. 

The  increased  exports  from  Chile  to  the  United  States  should  pro- 
vide ample  space  for  return  cargoes  of  more  valuable  and  letes  bulky 
manufactured  goods.  '  ' 

As  regards  credits,  the  exchange  does  not  appear  to  be  direct.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  stated  that  the  favored  and  most  current  ex- 
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diaage  in  Chile  is  on  Lcndon.  Qiiie  ti  the  pnsesnfc  that  is  (wyii^ 
for  goods  purchased  in  the  United  States  in  a(dlar  exchange  and  is 
being  paid  for  her  exports  to  tlie  United  States  in  London  exduu^^e. 

Triecf  of  Coauiodities  Hlgb — Opportuslty  for  laereawt  Amerleui  Balea. 

In  general  throughout  the  Chilean  market  prices  of  all  commodi- 
ties are  high.  To  hazard  an  average  it  would  probably  be  safe  to  say 
that  the  general  increase  was  not  less  than  30  per  cent.  There  seems 
little  probability  that  prices  will  return  to  a  normal  level  before  the 
close  of  the  war :  First,  because  the  prices  of  most  American  products 
have  advanced  in  their  home  market,  which  has  now  become  a  con- 
trolling factor  here ;  and,  second,  because  freight  rates  continue  to  be 
well  above  the  normaL  This  very  factor  of  high  price  in  the  local 
market,  however,  would  increase  the  opportunity  for  the  extension 
of  the  sale  of  American  goods  in  Chile  if  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  would  give  the  market  a  service,  either  through  import- 
ing houses  or  through  selling  agents,  that  would  land  the  goods 
c.  1.  f.  for  sale  in  Chue.  It  must  oe  recognized  that  a  percentage  of 
the  advance  in  price  locally  itiust  be  chargeable  to  addititnud  caution 
and  additional  profits  on  the  part  of  the  importer. 

[Previous  rei>ortn  by  Consul  General  Keeoa  on  Chilean  prices  and  varket 
conditions  were  publisbed  in  Commkbce  Bsfobts  for  Aug.  13  and  Sept.  8,  1C15.] 


CITRU8-FE1TIT  IHBTISTBy  IH  EASTEBH  CUBA. 

(Coocol  P.  MerrUl  GrUBU,  SaaUago,  Aac.  11.] 

Theaie  are  several  American  colonies  within  this  ccMisuIar  district 
where  the  work  of  the  majority  of  the  residents  is  devoted  exdu- 
eively  to  the  raising  of  citrus  frmts.  This  industry  has  grown  during 
the  last  few  years  in  this  part  of  Cuba,  until  to-day  it  is  of  consider- 
able importance. 

The  soil  in  certain  sections  is  especially  well  adapted  to  citrus 
fruits,  and  the  grapefruit,  oranges,  tangmnes,  and  limes  produced  era 
many  of  these  plantatirais  have  an  excellent  reputation  ooth  in  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  to  which  countries  the  greater  part 
of  the  fruit  is  exported.  Some  varieties  of  the  grapefniit,  in  par- 
ticular, are  noted  for  their  size,  excellent  flavor,  and  thinness  and 
toughnesB  of  skin. 

Frlees  low  This  Season— Kodera  Xetho4t  Employed. 

In  1914  the  crop  was  extraordinarily  large  and  excellent  prices 
prevailed,  but  the  reverse  has  been  the  case  during  the  present  year. 
Prices  in  general  have  been  very  low,  for  several  reasons,  and  many 
of  the  growers  have  hardly  made  ends  meet. 

'  During  the  season  of  1912  the  value  of  the  exports  of  citrus  fruits 
from  this  consular  district  amounted  to  $70,384,  in  1913  to  $88,027, 
and  in  1914  to  $130,028.  Up  to  the  present  time  this  year  37,695 
boxes  have  been  exported,  valued  at  $75,207. 

The  majority  of  the  citrus-fruit  growers  in  this  section  are  experts 
and  employ  the  most  modem  methods  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
the  preservation  of  the  trees,  and  the  packing  of  the  fruit.    The 

?'owers  here  ako  have  the  advantage  of  direct  shipmoits  to  New 
(xk.  in  Teasels  equipped  with  modem  refri^^ating  compartments. 
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TKnoTDn}  FHnmiaE  baitab. 

[CoBsal  G«)era]  George  G.  Anderson,  Hongkons,  J«ly  31.] 

Imports  of  Philippine  rattan  into  the  Hongkong  market  for  local 
Tise  in  making  rattan  furniture  and  also  for  the  export  trade  are 
reaching  a  considerable  volume  and  are  the  object  of  mudi  inters 
and  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Philippine  government.  The  two  im- 
portant centers  of  the  rattan  trade  in  the  Far  East,  both  with  respect 
to  local  manufacture  and  to  the  export  of  the  raw  material  to  the 
tjnited  States,  are  Hongkong  and  Smgapwe. 

Kattan  is  exported  both  in  its  original  shape  and  partly  manu- 
factured— that  is,  after  the  tough  outer  coat  has  been  peeled  off  and 
separated  from  the  core — the  two  forming,  respectively,  the  "  cane  " 
and  the  "reed"  of  commerce.  Singapore  exports  large  quantities 
of  the  whole  rattan,  much  of  it  going  to  Hon^ong.  Such  of  this 
as  is  destined  for  the  manufacture  of  cane  and  reed  is  forwarded  to 
Canton,  where  it  is  peeled  or  stripped,  and  Uien  returned  to  Hong- 
kong for  reexport  to  the  United  States  or  elsewhere  or  for  local 
manufacture  into  furniture,  baskets,  and  other  goods.  This  has 
come  to  be  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  Hongkong  and  leads 
to  a  trade  with  the  Umted  States  which  is  growing  in  voIuom  and 
importanoe  every  year. 

Heretofore  most  of  the  rattan  used  for  tias  purpose  has  come  via 
Singapore  from  the  Dutch  Indies,  although  there  is  an  abundance 
in  the  Philippines.  Philippine  exporters  have  attempted  at  vari- 
ous times  to  build  up  a  trade,  but  have  not  as  a  rule  been  very  suc- 
cessful, largely  because  of  the  lack  of  a  proper  organization  for  han- 
dling the  material. 

The  war  has  resulted  in  interference  with  the  supply  of  rattan 
from  the  sources  heretofore  furnishing  it,  and  there  has  consequently 
arisen  in  the  Philippines  a  demand  for  prepared  rattan  for  local 
industries  as  well  as  for  export.  With  a  view  of  meeting  this  de- 
mand the  Philippine  government  has  been  .making  an  investigation 
of  the  manner  of  handling  the  material  in  the  industries  of  Canton 
and  Hongkong,  and  has  also  been  endeavoring  to  promote  direct  ex- 
port from  the  Philippines.  An  expert  is  being  obtained  to  ex- 
pand the  industry  in  the  Philippines,  and  Manila  exporters  are  seek- 
ing special  connections  in  Hongkong  for  placing  the  product  on  the 
market. 

The  indefinite  expansion  of  the  trade  both  with  Hongkong  and 
the  United  States  rests  apparently  upon  organization  in  the  Philip- 
pines. The  supply  of  rattan  available  is  reported  to  be  such  as  to 
meet  all  the  requirements- which  are  likely  to  exist  for  some  time. 
The  demand  from  the  United  States  at  present  affords  a  special  stim- 
ulus for  organizing  the  uidustry  on  a  large  scale. 


ATTSTWAH  QOVEKHlIEin:  CWITTEOI  OF  Oil  PKODUCnOU. 

[Consul  General  Albert  Halstcad,  Vienna,  Aug.  20.] 

Under  an  imperial  decree  dated  August  18,  1916,  the  Austrian 
Govenunent  has,  as  from  that  date,  taken  possession  of  the  present 
and  future  production  of  crude  petroleum  in  Galicia  and  of  all  slocks 
of  oil  belonging  to  business  organizations  owned  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  citiaens  of  countries  at  war  with  Austria-Hungary. 
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HEATIHO  STOVES  AST)  OBATES  IH  BOBTHWEST  IISIA. 

[Consul  James  Ollrer  Iialng,  Karachi,  Jalj  19.] 

There  is  a  market  in  northwest  India  for  small  heating  stoves  and 
grates.  This  market  is  small  in  Karachi,  since  the  hot  weather  Uste 
about  eight  months  in  the  year  and  the  temperature  never  reaches 
the  freezing  point.  In  Lahore,  Quetta,  and  other  cities  farther  north 
or  at  a  higher  altitude,  however,  the  winters  are  more  severe  uui 
heating  is  nece.>sary. 

In  recent  years  more  modern  and  practical  fireplaces  and  ^te 
are  being  put  into  new  houses.    Formerly  the  practice  of  having  i 
good  workable  grate  was  less  common  in  this  part  of  the  consdir 
district. 
Transient  Population  Prefers  TAght,  Cheap  Stores. 

Many  Europeans  who  live  here  intend  to  remain  in  India  for  (mlj 
a  limited  period  or  are  officials  who  are  liable  to  be  sent  to  other 
posts.  They  do  not  care  to  invest  in  expensive  stoves,  since  these  are 
difficult  to  pack  and  move.  If  persons  of  this  class  move,  the  stove 
would  have  to  be  sold  at  a  loss.    Together  with  the  fact  that  in  moEt 

Sarts  of  the  district  the  cold  weather  is  neither  rigorous  nor  cf  long 
uration,  the  migratory  manner  of  living  of  many  of  the  European 
residents  has  brought  about  the  use  of  light,  cheap  stoves. 

Stoves  now  in  use  arc  ustially  low  and  of  plain  black  metal.  Some- 
tunes  the  handles  and  a  few  other  parts  are  nickel.  The  stoves  are 
usually  low  enough  to  enable  n  smoke  pipe  to  run  through  n  conumB 
fireplace  and  up  a  chimney.  Beth  coal  and  wood  are  burned.  There 
is  little  wood  in  Sind,  the  Province  in  which  Karachi  is  located,  but 
there  is  plenty  in  the  cities  nearer  the  hills  in  the  north.  Goal  is 
mined  in  India,  but  the  better  qualities  are  imported. 
The  Queen  and  Simla  Types. 

The  stove  known  as  the  Queen  is  used  for  cooking  as  well  as 
heating,  but  chiefly  for  the  latter.  The  cooking  part  of  it  is  simple 
and  is  designed  rather  to  keep  food  hot  or  to  make  soma  simple 
dish  than  to  prepare  a  dinner.  The  price  of  this  stove  was  $•).!?• 
but  recently  prices  in  the  upcountry  districts  have  risen  and  the 
fctove  is  now  selling  for  between  $5.19  and  $6.48,  depending  on  the 
town  in  which  it  is  bought  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  on  the  merchant 
who  sells  it. 

The  Simla  type  of  stcvc  is  for  heating  only  and  is  more  ex- 
pensive. The  size  24  by  23  inches  sells  for  $9.73  to  $10.38  or  $10.7(X 
The  size  29  by  28  inches  sells  for  $11.35  to  $12  or  $12.32.  These 
prices  vary  slightly  in  ditferent  places.  As  a  rule  prices  for  imported 
merchandise  are  higher  the  farther  into  the  liills  one  goes. 
Bemovable  Pire  Box  in  Orates. 

In  many  grates  the  iron  fire  box  is  removable,  and  an  iron  braxier 
filled  with  charcoal  is  used  when  the  weather  does  not  demand  a 
very  hot  fire.  Most  grates  are  of  iron  and  some  have  tiles  inset 
The  tiles  are  inexpensive.  For  a  grate  38  by  38  inches,  the  price 
ranges  from  $8.11  to  $9.73,  depending  on  the  place. 

The  retail  season  for  stoves  begins  about  November,  although  up- 
country  stores  begin  to  sell  a  month  or  six  weeks  earlier. 

(Consul  Inning  trnnsmltted  with  this  report  Illustrations  of  tlie  Qneea 
ana  Simla   stores  referred  to  above,  together  with  lllustratious  of  cast-iron 
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cnrbs,  bedroom  fenders,  sUUng-room  Umkxs,  and  a  grate  of  Che  type  most  used 
In  modem  bungalowa  The  prices  of  tbese  latter  articles  are  also  given.  This 
material  will  be  loaned  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C!ommerce. 
In  addition,  a  list  of  dealers  at  Karachi  may  be  obtained.  Refer  to  file  No. 
65209.  For  further  Information  concerning  stoves  In  India,  see  the  recently 
published  Handboolc  of  India,  obtainable  for  $1  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  ^Waslilcgton,  D.  C] 


THE  HEAT  PSOBLEM  OF  HALT. 

(Consul  B.  Bamj  Carroll,  ]r.,  Venice,  July  81.] 

Bapidly  augmenting  prices  of  meat  in  Italy  have  caused  a  number 
of  stock  farmers'  conferences  to  be  held  under  the  initiative  of  the 
National  Agrarian  Committee.  Such  meetings  have  been  held  in 
Cremona,  Modena,  Rome,  and  other  places. 

No  census  of  cattle  has  been  taken  oflScially  in  Italy  since  1908,  but 
it  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  head  of  cattle,  including  milch 
cows  and  draft  animals,  is  about  7,000,000.  There  would  go  nor- 
mally to  the  butcher  something  over  2,000,000  head  per  year,  at  the 
rate  of  about  170,000  a  month.  Half  of  the  cattle  annually 
slaughtered  are  calves  less  than  one  year  old. 

To  supply  2,000,000  troops  it  is  estimated  that  in  six  months  of 
war  an  additional  250,000  head  of  cattle  would  be  necessary,  or,  in 
other  words,  Italy  must  provide  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cattle  slaughtered  of  more  than  40,000  head  a  month.  Obviously, 
after  subtracting  the  numbers  needed  for  milch  and  draft  animals, 
the  cattle  supply  of  It;ily  can  not  respond  to  these  increased  demands 
on  it  without  outside  help.  There  must  be  an  importation  of  live 
cattle  or  an  importation  of  preserved,  canned,  refrigerated,  or  frozen 
meat. 
Argentine  Cattle  and  Keat 

In  1910  a  number  of  cattle  were  imported  from  Serbia  by  way  of 
Saloniki,  but  the  importation  was  first  hampered  and  then  arrested 
by  an  outbreak  of  epizootic.  Canada  and  Brazil  are  looked  to  as  the 
chief  sources  for  supplying  the  present  need,  but  previous  exporta- 
tions  from  Argentina  resmted  in  the  cattle  arriving  in  poor  condi- 
tion. 

Italy's  importations  of  frozen  meat  heretofore  have  been  largely 
from  Argentina  and  have  been  used  chiefly  for  the  manufacture  of 
Italian  canned  meats.  In  1910  such  imports  from  Ai-gentina  totaled 
11,467  quintals  of  220.46  pounds;  in  1911,  77,912  quintals;  in  1912, 
145,487  quintals;  in  1913,  91,170  quintals;  and  in  1914, 33,125  quintals. 

Since  the  participation  of  Italy  in  the  war  the  Government  pur- 
chases of  meat  have  been  increased.  Now  the  syndics  of  the  Italian 
cities  are  conferring  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  sudden  increases 
in  prices  and  of  establishing  cold-storage  warehouses  and  refrigerat- 
ing plants  where  none  exist. 

MezieMi  State  Hm  Hew  Chamber  of  Conuneroe. 

The  Mexican  State  of  Guanajuato  has  a  ne^v  trade  body  in  the 
recently  organized  National  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Leon.  .  Offi- 
cers and  a  Doard  of  directors  have  been  elected,  Mr.  Clemente  Gay 
having  been  chosen  president  and  Mr.  Everardo  Gomez  secretary. 
The  new  chamber  plans  to  have  correspondents  in  every  important 
district  in  the  State. 
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SOUTH  HAHCEUBIA  TSOTW. 

ly  News, 
Dalren.] 


[Based  on  clippings  from  Uaocburla  Daily  News,  transmitted  by  Consul  A.  A.  WUHamsoi, 

Dal        ' 


Kew  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Sairen. 

Seventy-two  local  business  men,  representing  nearly  all  lines  of 
commercial  activity,  attended  the  founders'  meeting  of  the  new 
Dairen  Chamber  of  Commerce  [mention  of  whose  organization  was 
made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug.  6,  1915].  The  election  of  offi- 
cers, the  appointment  of  committees,  and  the  adoption  of  the  articles 
of  association  as  confirmed  by  the  Kwangtung  Government  comprked 
the  chief  business  of  the  meeting.  The  chamber  has  been  notified  by 
the  South  Manchuria  Bailway  of  the  company's  intention  to  con- 
tribute 3,000  yen  [about  $1,500  gold]  annually  to  the  new  body. 
Sairen  and  Fort  Arthur  to  be  Incorporated — Kallway  Charges. 

The  question  of  incorporating  Dairen  and  Port  Arthur  into 
municipalities  is  said  to  have  assumed  a  concrete  shape  after  careful 
study  of  the  subject  by  the  authorities  concerned.  Their  incorpora- 
tion is  likely  to  be  announced  early  in  August,  and  to  take  effect  on 
October  1  or  thereabouts.  The  mayoralty  is  to  be  made  an  honorary 
post  with  an  allowance  of  3,000  yen  [$1,500  gold]  as  social  expenses 
annually.  The  membei-s  of  the  municipal  council  will  number  about 
30  for  Dairen  and  16  for  Port  Arthur. 

The  South  Manchuria  Railway  has  announced  a  number  of  altera- 
tions in  its  freight  and  baggage  tariff,  the  new  charges  to  be  effective 
from  August  15.  The  changes  relate  to  methods  of  calculating  frac- 
tions of  sen  and  to  the  amount  to  be  charged  on  lengthy  and  bulky 
articles. 
ITnlfication  of  Cnrrencies. 

Changing  the  currency  standard  from  silver  to  gold  is  one  of  the 
proposals  contained  in  a  memorandum  drafted  by  the  Japanese  Cot- 
ton Exporters'  Association  for  presentation  to  the  proper  authorities, 
with  u  view  to  unifying  the  currencies  in  circulation  in  South  Man- 
churia. As  a  first  step  in  this  direction  the  association  proposes  the 
wider  circulation  of  gold  notes,  suggesting  also : 

<1)  The  Yokohama  Specie  Bank  shall  be  ordered  to  suspend  the  Issue  of  Its 
silver  notes. 

(2)  In  order  to  supply  the  coolie  and  other  lower-class  people  employed  at 
the  collieries,  railway  stations,  wharves,  etc.,  the  banks  of  Issue  shall  be  em- 
powered to  Issue  subsidiary  notes  of  varying  denominations,  such  as  50  sen, 
2'^  sen,  and  10  sen.  In  such  event  such  subsidiary  notes  shall  be  used  for  pay- 
ing the  above-mentioned  employees. 

(3)  The  South  Manchuria  Railway  shall  be  made  to  pay  in  and  accQ* 
nothing  but  the  Japanese  gold  currency. 

(4)  The  gold  standard  shall  be  brought  Into  force  on  the  Dairen  Staple 
Produce  Exchange  as  early  as  possible. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  Selling  Well. 

The  water-gas  producer  factory,  Fushun,  the  erection  and  equip- 
ment of  which  were  designed  by  Mr.  T.  Suzuki  (superintendent  of 
the  Dairen  gas  works),  has  been  putting  out  about  10  tons  of  sul- 
phate of  ammonia  as  a  by-product  daily.  Already  more  than  1,000 
tons  of  sulphate  of  ammonia  put  out  at  the  factory  have  been  sold 
for  some  140,000  yen  (approximately  $70,000  gold),  which  sales 
have  brought  in  a  broad  margin  of  yiroRt.  There  is  said  to  be  a 
lively  demand  for  this  popular  fertilizer  in  Japan. 
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THE  UXniEUB  OF  THE  HAWAIIAH  ISLANDS. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correipondent,  Honolala,  Aug.  30.] 

The  manufacture  of  ukuleles  in  Hawaii  is  increasing  so  rapidly 
that  steps  are  being  taken  in  the  islands  to  protect  them  by  a  si>ecial 
trade-mark  in  order  that  those  who  buy  will  know  whether  they 
have  in  their  possession  a  real  Hawaiian  instrument  or  one  made 
somewhere  on  the  United  States  mainland. 

Early  in  the  eighties  Portuguese  immigrants  from  the  Madeira 
Islands  arrived  in  Honolulu,  many  of  them  bringing  what  appeared 
to  be  a  very  small  guitar.  It  was  played  by  holding  it  close  to  the 
body,  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  grasping  the  neck  and  the  fingers 
of  tne  right  sweeping  the  entire  set  of  strmgs.  The  rapidity  of  the 
motion  with  the  right  hand  caused  the  Hawaiians  to  call  the  instru^ 
ment  "  ukulele,"  or  "  dancing  flea."  Though  of  foreign  origin,  the 
ukulele  lends  itself  admirably  to  the  native  music  of  the  islands. 
ITkulele  Kndo  Popular  at  Exposition. 

.  The  Hawaiian  Islands  erected  a  building  at  the  Panama  Pacific 
Exposition,  in  which  the  "  atmosphere  "  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  was 
preserved  as  much  as  possible.  Yoimg  Hawaiian  musicians  play  in 
this  building  every  afternoon  and  evenmg.  Their  music  has  become  so 
widely  popular  and  has  brought  the  ukulele  into  so  conspicuous  popu- 
larity that  dealers  in  San  Francisco  are  already  increasing  their 
orders  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  for  these  little  instruments.  One  of 
the  largest  San  Francisco  firms  placed  an  order  a  while  back  for  200 
instruments;  he  has  now  increased  this  order  to  500. 

A  few  firms  on  the  mainland  have  undertaken  in  the  past  year  to 
manufacture  ukiileles  and  to  place  them  on  the  market  as  a  "  made- 
in-Hawaii"  product.  The  Hawaii  Promotion  Gommittee  of  Hono- 
lulu is  now  preparing  a  special  label,  "  Made  in  Hawaii,  U.  S.  A.,"  to 
be  placed  on  instruments  actually  manufactured  in  the  islands.  The 
instruments  made  in  Hawaii  are  fashioned  from  koa  wood,  or  Ha- 
waiian mahogany,  which  takes  a  beautiful  polish  and  fs  useid  exten- 
sively for  making  chairs,  tables,  four-posted  beds,  and  for  veneering. 
It  is  expensive,  as  the  Hawaiian  forests  are  yielding  very  few  new. 
trees.  Ukuleles  sell  in  Honolulu  for  $4.50  to  $15  each.  The  manu* 
facturers  are  principally  Portuguese. 


'SHORT  FBTTIT  CBOP  IN  SCOTLAND. 

[Consul  H.  D.  Van  Sant,  Dunfermline,  Aug.  30.] 

•During  the  past  week  the  fruit  harvest  in  the  Dunfermline  district 
has  been  practically  concluded,  with  only  moderately  good  results. 
The  season  has  been  fully  three  weeks  later  than  usual  and  the  results 
varied.  Gooseberries,  which  in  the  early  spring  promised  a  plentiful 
harvest,  suffered  greatly  from  the  extremely  low  temperatures  here 
in  May.  Prices  ranged  from  5  to  8  cents  per  pound,  a  considerable 
increase  on  the  previous  year's  rates.  Black  currants  sold  for  38  to 
42  cents  per  measure  oi  three  pounds;  red  varieties  at  30  cents. 
Strawberries  were  barely  an  average  crop,  prices  being  12  to  33  cents 
per  measure  for  preserving  purposes. 

The  weatiier  during  the  past  three  months  has  been  very  rainy, 
together  with  frequent  thunderstorms,  which  has  largely  aSectea 
the  nsaally  good  crop  in  this  district. 
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FOBEIOH  TSADE  OPFOBTTTNITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  and  Its  brancli  ofllcea.     Request 

for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  Reparate  sheet  and  the  Hie  namber  given. 

Leather  hoot  luces,  No.  18327. — An  American  consnlnr  officer  In  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  tbat.a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  tonch 
Trith  American  manufacturers  of  mohair  and  leather  boot  laces.  Keferences 
given. 

Ice  machinery.  No.  18.'}28. — K  firm  in  Mexico  informs  the  American  consulate 
that  it  contemplates  installing  a  new  ice  and  refrigerating  plant  and  would 
like  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  ice  and  refrlgeratiiig 
machinery.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but  Spanish  is  preferable. 

Fltuh  chest  and  door  handles.  No.  18329. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy 
reports  that  a  firm  wishes  to  purchase  1,000  flush  chest  and  door  handles, 
iron  and  lacquered,  of  American  make.  Goods  to  be  shipi)ed  c.  1.  f.  Naples, 
cash  against  documents. 

Bronze  powders.  No.  183.'?0. — One  of  the  principal  printing  establishments  in 
France  informs  an  American  consnlnr  officer  that  it  desires  to  secnre  the 
representation  of  American  manufacturers  of  bronze  powders  used  for 
printing  purposes.    Corresjwndence  may  be  In  English. 

Advertising  nofclties.  No.  18331. — ^A  business  man  In  Central  America  wouW 
like  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  calendars  npd  novel- 
ties for  advertising  purposes.  Samples,  together  with  complete  Information 
as  to  prices,  etc.,  are  solicited.  Terms  to  be  stated  in  AJuerican  coinage, 
but  correspondence  may  be  in  either  Spanish  or  English. 

Piano  actions,  parts,  and  supplies.  No.  18332. — ^A  piano  dealer  In  Chile  informs 
an  American  consul  that  he  desires  to  secure  catalogues,  prices,  and  terms 
from  firms  in  the  United  States  roaunfacturing  piano  parts  and  supplies. 
He  is  the  principal  dealer  in  pianos  in  his  locality,  and  wishes  to  deal 
directly  with  manufacturers.  Corresiiondence  may  be  in  English,  but 
Spanish  Is  preferred. 

Ice  machine,  No.  18333. — An  American  consul  In  Central  America  reports  that 
a  business  man  in  his  district  is  In  the  marliet  for  n  .15  to  20  ton  ice 
machine  and  cold-storage  plant.  Literature  on  this  subject  from  American 
companies  is  requested.    Correspondence  may  be  In  liMglish. 

Zinc  chloride,  ctCj,  No.  18334. — A  firm  In  India  requests  an  American  consul 
to  place  ym'ln  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  zinc  chloride  and 
chemiculs  used  by  cotton-weaving  mills. 

Milling  machinery.  No.  18335. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
Chile  states  that  a  local  business  man  Is  Interested  in  securing  catalogues, 
prices,  and  terms  from  American  manufacturers  of  flour-mliling  macliinery 
and  equipment  for  a  plant  to  produce  from  2  to  10  tons  of  flour  per  d.ny. 
A  complete  plant  is  required,  except  boiler,  but  including  steam  euglnf>. 
Literature  In  Croatian  Is  preferred,  but  Spanish  is  understood.  How- 
ever, catalogues  In  English  may  be  sent  to  the  Amerlctin  consulate,  and 
their  contents  will  be  explained  to  the  Inquirer. 

"Woolens  and  tailors'  supplies.  No.  1S336. — An  American  consul  in  a  South 
American  country  states  that  n  local  tailor  In  his  district  desires  to 'se- 
cure samples  of  heavy  woolens  for  men's  clothing  and  also  tailors'  snpplles. 
Correspondence,  literature,  terms,  and  prices  should  be  in  Spanish  or 
French,  although  English  would  be  accepted.  Samples  sbould  be  murkod 
"  without  value."  The  consul  states  duty  would  not  be  assessed  on  samples 
sent  by  parcel  po?t. 

Machinery,  No.  18337. — This  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  a 
man  in  India  desiring  unmes  of  American  manufacturers  of  machines  for 
the  extraction  of  fibers  from  agave  leaves  and  from  stems  and  leaves  of 
banana  trees.    Name  of  inquirer  may  be  obtained  from  tills  Bureau. 

MacVinery  and  equipment.  No.  18338. — ^The  American  consul  general  In  Chile 
transmits  copies  of  the  call  for  bids  and  a  detail  of  same  for  machinery  and 
equlpnieut  for  the  watenvorks  at  La  Mochita,  Concepcion.  The  bids  are 
prlntal  in  De  La  Republica  de  Chile,  and  copy  of  same  may  be  inspected 
at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 
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Eardioare,  No.  188S9. — ^A  Ann  In  fiance  recpiests  the  American  consul  to  place 
them  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  small  hardware,  such  as 
nails,  hinges,  handsaws,  hammers,  etc.,  suitable  for  the  South  African  trade. 
The  plainest  and  simplest  articles  are  desired.  Correspondence,  price  lists, 
and  catalogues  are  solicited  and  should  be  in  B^glish. 

Safety  pins  and  automatic  metal  button  fasteners.  No.  18340. — A  commission 
merchant  in  a  larp^  city  in  southeastern  France  is  desirous  of  being  ploced 
In  direct  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  safety  pins  and 
automatic  metal  button  fasteners,  samples  of  wliich  may  be  examined  at 
the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French 
(nefer  to  file  No.  65366.) 


HOHET  SHOETAOE  IS  ENGLAND. 

The  prospects  for  "  heather  "  honey  in  England  this  season  are  not 
bright.  June  frosts,  which  blighted  the  heather  buds,  was  followed 
by  a  wet  summer.  The  bees  of  the  United  States  have  produced  a 
splendid  quantity  of  honey  this  year,  averaging  36.2  pounds  per 
colony,  against  32.2  pounds  last  year.  Over  50,000,000  pounds  of 
honey  are  produced  yearly,  hence  the  English  shortage  can  readily 
be  supplied.  This  season's  large  vield,  together  with  increased  re- 
ceipts of  honey  from  the  West  Indies,  has  depressed  prices,  strained 
honey  selling  in  our  Western  States  at  only  3  to  4  cents  per  poimd. 
American  hon^'  exports  were  only  $136,000  in  value  in  the  12 
months  ended  June  30,  1914,  of  whfch  but  $4,000  went  to  England. 
Exports  of  honey  dropped  to  $114,000  during  the  12  months  end^ 
June  30,  1915,  of  which  $54,000  worth  went  to  England.  Germany 
was  formerlv  the  largest  purchaser  of  American  honey,  taking  in 
the  fiscal  yeaV  1912  $134,000  worth;  in  1913,  $107,000  worth;  in  1914, 
$75,000  worth;  and  for  the  year  just  closed  only  $10,000  worth. 


AMEBICAN  CBANBEBBY  CBOP. 

Returns  from  a  special  inquiry  to  cranberry  growers  in  the  three 
principal  producing  States,  sent  out  by  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture August  15,  supplemented  by  the  regular  September  1  reports, 
give  a  probable  production  for  Massachusetts  of  about  261,000  bar- 
rels, being  55  per  cent  of  last  year's  bumper  crop  of  475,000  barrels; 
for  New  Jersey,  139,000  barrels,  a  decrease  of  7  per  cent  from  last 
year's  crop  of  149,000  barrels ;  and  for  Wisconsin,  39,000  barrels,  an 
mcrease  of  35  per  cent  over  last  year's  crop  of  approximately  29,000 
barrels,  a  probable  total  for  the  three  States  of  approximately  439,000 
barrels  against  653,000  barrels  last  year. 


SOUTH  AMEBICAN  OBDEBS. 

An  American  business  firm  informs  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  that  it  has  recently  received  two  orders  frcHn  s 
Latin-American  country,  obtained  through  the  information  fur- 
nished by  an  American  consul  in  that  cotmtry,  which  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports.  The  firm  adds  that  it  will  doubtless  obtain 
other  orders  in  the  field  thus  opened. 
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MODEL  FOBCELAIN  FACTOBT  IS  EIAHOSL 

[CoDsul  tieneral  Edwin  S.  CunnlDgbam,  Hankow,  China,  Jnly  26.1 

The  following  translation  from  the  Chinese  newspaper  Kuo  Ming 
Hsin  Pao  has  Men  made : 

The  King  Teh  Cheng  porcelain  manufactory  in  Ktangsl  was  eBtabliahed  In 
the  time  of  the  Ming  dynasty.  It  was  an  Imperial  concern,  which  supplied  all 
the  fine  porcelain  used  In  the  royal  palaces,  so  every  year  huge  sums  of  money 
were  spent  for  Its  maintenance  and  Its  products  attained  to  a  state  of  perfec- 
tion. Later,  manufactories  were  organized  by  the  people  and,  on  account  of 
the  lack  of  funds  their  products  were  far  Inferior  in  quality.  It  Is  said  this 
was  the  only  place  that  preserved  the  ancient  ways  of  making  porcelain,  with 
beautiful  ancient  colors  and  exquisite  designs,  to  the  present  time.  It  was 
largely  destroyed  during  the  late  revolution,  and  the  various  samples  and  pat- 
terns which  were  kept  there  were  all  partitioned  among  themselves  by  the 
great  men  of  the  republican  period.  Recently  Mr.  Ko,  the  customs  taotni  of 
Eiuklaug,  obtained  direct  sanction  from  the  President  aud  a  grant  of  120.000 
gold  to  restart  the  works.  This  will  be  the  national  model  manufactory  of 
porcelain,  and  the  productions  will  be  llmlted-to  two  sjieclal  departments — one 
for  the  manufacture  of  porcelain  of  the  highest  quality  to  be  used  solely  for 
presentation  to  the  rulers  of  other  iwwers  as  gifts,  and  one  for  the  manufacture 
of  articles  for  the  supply  of  the  market.  The  work  will  begin  in  the  month  of 
August. 

Chine  Teh  Cheng  is  situated  on  the  Yangtze  River^  near  the  open 
port  of  Kiukiang.  Since  1396  the  imperial  porcelain  factory  has 
been  located  there,  and  the  finest  of  Chinese  porcelain  has  been  pro- 
duced, though  the  output  has  been  small.  It  seems  that  the  continu- 
ation of  such  a  plant  would  be  a  commendable  undertaking,  as  this  is 
an  art  in  which  China  has  always  excelled. 


TBADE  OFFOBTVinTIES  APTEE  THE  WAB. 

[Consul  General  Albert  Halstead,  Vienna,  Austria,  Aug.  13.] 

At  the  close  of  the  present  European  war  all  the  nations  now 
engaged  in  that  struggle  will  need  immediately  and  in  large  quanti- 
ties articles  wholly  and  partly  manufactured,  as  well  as  raw  mate- 
rials. While  this  demand  may  tax  the  productive  resources  of  all 
countries  for  a  time,  readiness  to  take  advantage  of  new  openings 
will  count  heavily  in  immediate  sales  as  well  as  in  future  trade.  It 
is,  therefore,  urgently  suggested  that  American  producers  of  raw 
materials  and  of  manufactured  and  semimanufactured  products 
should  begin  preparation  for  this  trade. 

That  the  fullest  knowledge  as  to  the  needs  of  Austria  may  be  before 
the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States,  a  report  is  in  course  of 
preparation  by  this  consulate  general,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  deal 
with  every  possible  trade  and  contain  as  complete  and  as  accurate 
information  as  is  obtainable. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign,  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  Tork,  Koom  409  TTnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  75S  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Xouis,  40S  Third  National  Bank  Bulldlag; 
Atlanta, "521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemla  Bank  BnlldiiiK;  Saa 
Ztamisco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  -of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 
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PANAMA  NATIONAL  EXPOSITION  AGAIN  POSTPONED. 

[Consul  General  Alban  G.  Snyder,  Panama,  Panamn,  Aug.  30.] 

The  opening;  of  the  National  Exposition  of  Panama  has  been 
postponed  again,  this  time  until  January  21,  1916. 

MABEET  FOB  AMEBICAN  OBTIBBING  HOES  IN  NATAL. 

[Consul  wnilam  W.  Mastcrsoa,  Durban,  Natal,  Union  ot  South  Africa,  Aug.  4.] 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  salesman  who  has  traveled  considerably 
throughout  Natal  and  the  Transvaal  that  there  is  a  demand  in  Natal 
for  grubbing  hoes  such  as  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 


SOLLAB  EXCHANGE  IN  CHILE. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kcena,  Valparaiso,  Aug.  10.] 

The  past  week  recorded  the  first  sale  of  any  importance  of  Chilean 
nitrate  in  which  payment  was  accepted  by  the  producers  in  New 
York  exchange.  The  sale,  to  an  American  firm,  represented  4,000 
tons  of  nitrate,  and  the  draft  on  New  York  in  payment  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $155,000  United  States  currency. 

London  exchange  has  always  been  the  preferred  exchange  in  the 
nitrate  fields,  because  it  was  the  custom,  because  it  is  regularly  quoted, 
because  nitrate  freights  are  quoted  in  English  currency  and  are  pay- 
able in  London  exchange,  and  all  market  prices  of  nitrate  are  quoted 
in  sterling.  The  war  has,  however,  made  possible  the  exchange  of 
bills  on  New  York  in  payment  of  some  nitrate  purchases. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  to  what  extent  bills  on  New  York  will  be 
accepted  in  payment  of  nitrate  accounts,  and  also  as  to  whether  pay- 
ments in  this  medium  will  be  accepted  after  the  war. 

It  is  probable  that  the  next  few  months  will  show  a  number  of 
nitrate  purchases  in  which  payments  will  be  made  by  bills  on  New 
York,  particularly  since  there  is  an  active  demand  at  present  in  Chile 
for  credits  on  New  York. 

Since  there  is  no  American  banking  institution  in  Chile,  much  of 
the  benefit  of  the  present  tendency  to  establish  dollar  exchange  must 
be  lost,  as  this  type  of  exchange  is  only  temporarily  favored  by  for- 
eign banking  houses. 
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KnUHO  PBOSFECTS  or  XAHCEimiA, 

[Consul  J.  Paul  Jameson,  Antnns,  China,  July  S.] 

In  view  of  the  question  of  mining  rights  in  Mandhuria  discnsaed 
by  Japan  in  its  recent  negotiations  with  the  Chinese  Government,  it 
may  be  noted  that  the  mineral  deposits  in  South  Manchuria  are  ex- 
ceedingly numerous  and  of  various  kinds.  The  mineral  deposits  ef 
this  large  region  are  almost  untouched  as  yet.  Gold,  silver,  lead, 
tungsten,  and  other  metals  appear  in  many  places  throughout  South 
Manchuria,  the  country  between  the  Antung-Mukden  Railway  and 
the  Mukden-Dairen  branch  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway  being 
especially  rich  in  deposits,  according  to  report.  Minerals  of  many 
kinds  are  also  said  to  be  abundant  in  the  upper  Yalu  River  districts, 
but  very  little  actual  prospecting  has  yet  beien  done. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  a  man  who  has  been  prospect- 
ing for  many  months  in  various  parts  of  Manchuria  to  supply  the 
writer  with  samples  of  the  ores  found.  With  this  report  are  trans- 
mitted samples  of  lead  ore  picked  up  in  many  places  m  South  Man- 
churia, in  the  hope  that  tests  may  show  it  to  be  of  sufficient  commer- 
cial value  to  warrant  further  investigation.  [These  samples  will  be 
loaned  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce.  Refer 
to  file  No.  65476.1 

The  market  value  of  the  lead  ore  should  be  about  200  yen  per  ton. 
The  mines,  or  rather  prospects,  are  located  10  to  30  miles  from  rail- 
ways. The  transportation  of  ore  from  the  mines  to  a  navigable 
seaport  would  cost  about  10  to  20  yen' per  ton.  The  cost  of  mining 
is  estimated  at  about  the  same.  The  ore  submitted  is  from  five  differ- 
ent places.  The  width  of  veins  seen  varied  from  1  to  5  feet.  The  ore 
appears  in  both  quartz  and  limestone  formations — the  latter  in  most 
places.  There  are  further  reports  from  native  Chinese  to  the  effect 
that  many  lead  outcrops  exist  throughout  South  Manchuria,  whidi 
the  Chinese  for  some  reason  have  not  worked. 


SPANISH  COMMEBCE  WITH  XOBOCCO. 

(Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Spain,  July  30.] 

In  connection  with  the  efforts  of  Spanish  exporters  to  gain  a 
stronger  foothold  for  their  commerce  in  the  Spanish  po^essions  in 
Morocco,  the  following  statistics  recently  made  available  are  of  in- 
terest as  showing  how  little  of  this  great  trade  is  now  in  their  pes- 
session  * 

During  the  year  1914,  out  of  60,000,000  pesetas  ($10,800,000)  worth 
of  products  entered  at  the  port  of  Melilla,  only  4,000,000  pesetas 
($720,000)  worth  were  from  Spain;  at  the  port  of  Ceuta,  out  of 
42,000,000  pesetas  ($7,560,000)  worth,  only  15,000,000  pesetas 
($2,700,000)  represented  the  value  from  Spain;  at  Laroche,  out  of 
23,000,000  pesetas  ($4,140,000)  worth,  3,000,000  pesetas  ($540,000) 
worth  came  from  Spain ;  and  at  Marruecoa,  out  of  216,000,000  pese- 
tas ($38,880,000)  worth,  only  14,000.000  pesetas  ($2,520,000)  worth 
was  Spanish.  Thus,  out  of  3"41,OOO,06o  pesetas  ($61,380,000) ,  Spain's 
receipts  amounted  only  to  36,000,000  pesetas  ($6,480,000),  or  lees 
than  11  per  cent.  During  this  time  Spain  expended  on  its  possessians 
in  Africa  more  than  142,000,000  pesetas  ($25,560,000). 
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With  imports  10  per  cent  less  and  domestic  exports  75  per  cent 
more  than  m  the  correspondii^  month  of  last  year,  the  foreign  trade 
of  the  United  States  (including  reexports,  which  show  a  gain  of 
nearly  36  per  cent)  for  the  month  of  July,  1915,  exceeded  the  total 
for  July,  1914,  by  $98,403,109,  or  31  per  cent.  For  the  seven  months 
ending  July,  1915,  imports  were  12  per  cent  less,  exports  64  per  cent 
more,  and  the  total  trade  8638,262,138,  or  27  per  cent,  above  the 
value  for  the  like  period  last  year.  Classified  by  great  groups,  the 
trade  values  were: 


Oroops. 

Month  of  July- 

Seven  months  ending  with 
July— 

1914 

1015 

1914 

1915 

IMF0BT8. 

Crcd«  materials  for  u»  In  manafactorlng 

Foodstafls  in  crude  condition ,  and  food  animals 

Foodstuffs  partly  or  wlioUy  manufactured 

Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufitotorlng. 
Manufactures  ready  for  consumption 

$48,433,94:1 
18,852,517 
20,759,823 
24,695, 188 
39,800,149 
1,129,668 

$57,736,235 
10, 4.J4, 302 
23,C07.692 
23,624,781 
21,148,111 
483,550 

$393,483,117 
U2,2fl6,9S7 
15S,07S,224 
179,004,085 
255,801,254 
9,319,706 

$382,005,240 
12X,!I70,S33 
1S3, 712, 778 
140,761,412 
166,415,658 
7,198,737 

159,677,291 

1«,  244, 737 

1,140,503,373 

1,009,054,668 

XXP0BT9. 

Crude  materials  for  use  In  mannfaetoring , . 

FoodstuSi  in  cmde  condition  and  food  animals . 

FoodsttiffS  partly  or  wliolly  manulactured 

Manufactures  for  further  use  in  manufacturing. 

23,656,281 

27.937,  inO 
17,9S>i,203 
29,584,204 
62,519,21)7 
374,604 

26,738,359 
16,602,408 
47,«2?,973 
42,133,660 
118,800,091 
12,767,809 

328,277,078 
80,105,409 
162,088.991 
224,483,711 
389,555,163 
4,075,933 

351,195,033 
263,439,334 
362,830,346 
245,024,949 
640,163,267 
74,847,868 

Miscellaneous .t*. 

150,959,6,* 
3,179,288 

264,663,500 
4,311,110 

1,178,676,285 
22,305,877 

1,937,500,847 
33,283,268 

Foreiffu  merchandise  reexDorted 

Total  exports 

184,138,947 

368,974,610 

1,200,982,162 

1,970,783,115 

Qiand  total  trade 

313,816,238 

412,219,347 

2,341,575,635 

3,979,837,673 

The  increase  in  the  exports  for  July,  1915,  in  the  item  miscellane- 
ous to  a  total  of  $12,767,509  arises  from  the  exportation  of  horses  in 
that  month  to  the  value  of  $9,867,257,  of  mules  to  the  value  of 
$2,825,142,  and  of  seeds  valued  at  $57,594. 


SHIPMENTS  OF  INDIAN  HIDES  AND  SKINS. 

[Consul  General  James  A.  Smith,  Calcutta,  Aug.  5.] 

In  connection  with  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the  exportation 
of  hides  and  skins,  this  consulate  general  had  previously  stated  that 
the  collector  of  customs  would  be  satisfied  Avith  a  declaration  from 
the  Department  of  State  to  the  effect  that  the  ultimate  destination 
of  the  goods  was  not  enemy  territory.  The  collector  of  customs  at 
Calcutta  has  been  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  and  Indu.stry  that  this  method  Avill  no  longer  be  avail- 
able; that  is,  that  a  firm  wishing  to  ship  to  the  United  States  must 
get  their  American  clients  to  secure  a  guaranty  from  the  British 
consul,  .which  they  must  be  in  a  posititm  to  show  to  him.  This 
guaranty  of  the  British  consul  must  be  cabled  to  the  India  Office  in 
London,  and  by  that  office  commimicated  to  the  collector  of  customs. 
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MOHfHOIAV  T»WSS  T»  BE  fiPSBEB  TO  ISAIO. 

[Consul  Geneiml  P.  B.  HelatzIcBisn,  Makden,  Handmrlm,  Aog.  3.] 

Tbfi  Chinese  Grovemment,  havin^.aBiiouiiced  the  intentioa  in  Jmie, 
1913,  to  open  to  int«7iational  residence  and  trade  five  nexr  aaartx  ia 
South  Manchuria  and  Eastern  Inner  Mongolia,  nanxriy,  Kalga, 
Chibfeng,  Dolon  Nor,  Taonnnfn,  nnd  Hulutao,  has  now  decided  Id 
open  Kalgan,  Taonanfu,  and  Hulutao  during  1&15  and  the  remaining 
marts  later.  The  new  marts  in  Eastern  Inner  Mongolia  to  be  opened 
■s  soon  as  possible  **  by  China  itself,"  under  the  terms  of  the  Siao- 
Japanese  treaty  of  May  25,  1915,  are  now  being  considered  by  the 
two  Goremments.  It  is  said  that  ubotrt  10  phr«»  are  under  disena- 
sion  as  possible  commercial  towns. 
Okiaa't  T^^n""**  AettTlty  im  Xangolia. 

China's  economic  activity  in  Eastern  Mongolia,  especially  since 
the  signing  of  the  Srno-Japanese  treaties,  is  noteworthy.  Though 
Japan  has  disclaimed  political  or  strategic  pretensions  in  Eastern 
M(Hig(dia  and  has  announced  an  intention  to  establish  eeooomic  ia- 
terests  therein,  the  Chinese  Goyernaient  is  devising  plans  of  ild 
economic  nature  in  that  region.  Il  is  reported  to  have  planned  tbe 
following  in  Eastern  Mongolia: 

(1)  A  special  fund  shall  be  prorMcd  for  fMmdiBg  b«w  indnstrics  and  for 
developing  the  pastoral  pursuits  of  the  Mongolians. 

(2)  Conunerclal  and  industrial  unions  of  all  kinds  shall  be  organized  for  tli£ 
purpose  of  fumtsbing  employment  to  the  Mongolian  unemployed. 

(3)  Mongolians  shall  be  recruited  for  tafcfrig  up' agricultural  antT  coleuMng 
poTSuita,  so  that  Mongolia  may  develop  into  a  great  agricultural  ceoBtry. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Chinese  Government  proposra  to 
establish  a  Sino-Mongolian  Bank  with  a  capital  of  $1,200,000,  one- 
half  of  which  is  to  he  furnished  by  the  Government  and  the  other 
half  to  be  opened  to  public  subscription.  The  new  bonk  is  to  oper- 
ate at  Urga,  Kiakhta,  and  MaimaicheTig,  which  have  already  become 
important  centers  of  Eusso-Mongolian  trade  but  are  not  jret  pro- 
vided with  an  adequate  financing  medium.  A  farther  report  states 
that  both  the  Bank  of  China  and  the  Bank  of  Communications  are  to 
open  branch  offices  at  the  three  places  mentioned  above. 

A  number  of  prominent  Chmese  business  men  in  Peking  haw 
established  the  Manchuria  and  Mongolia  Enterprise  Bank,  with  a 
view  to  fostering  agriculture,  stock  farming,  afforestatitm,  and  irri- 
gation in  Manchuria  and  Mongolia.  The  bank  is  capitalized  at 
$2,000,000  and  has  its  head  office  at  Peking,  with  branches  to  be 
opened  at  various  places  in  the  three  eastern  Provinces. 

The  proposed  establishment  of  a  district  under  a  taoyin  for  eastern 
Mongolia,  as  submitted  by  the  civil  jrovernor  of  Fengtien  Province, 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  central  Government.  T\^  ex-prefect  of 
Chengte  (Schol)  has  been  chosen  for  the  new  post  and  is  already  ri 
Mukden.  His  appointment  will  be  announced  shortly. 
Work  to  Be  Started  en  New  Telegraphic  Service. 

The  central  Government  arranged  with  the  Mukden  government 
to  bear  half  the  expense  in  establishing  telegra[>hic  service  between 
Mukdoi,  points  in  Eastern  Mongolia,  and  PekiBg.  This  arrangs- 
toent  was  made  in  March,  1915,  and  the  estimated  eoet  was  $600,0001 
The  commencement  of  work  was  postponed,  owing  to  the  Sino-. 
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Japanese  negotiations.  The  Peking  Government  recently  ordered 
the  civil  governor  at  Mukden  to  start  work  without  further  delay. 
At  the  same  time  a  grant  of  $100,000  was  made  as  the  Government's 
share  of  the  work  on  the  first  part  of  the  plan.  The  line  will  extend 
from  Mukden  to  Taonanfu,  a  distance  of  208  miles,  thence  south  to 
Jehol  via  Chihfeng,  an  additional  325  miles,  making  the  total  length 
of  the  line  533  miles.  Jehol  is  already  connected  by  telegraph  with 
Peking. 

[Previous  reports  by  Consul  Helntzleman  on  trade  conditions  In  the  region 
referred  to  above  were  published  In  Commebce  Repobts  for  Apr.  17  and  July 
3,  1015.] 

SEUINa  HACHINEIIT  TS  NAGASAKI  BISTBICT. 

[Consul  E.  Carleton  Baker,  Nagasaki,  Japan,  July  30.] 

Since  mining  and  shipbuilding  are  carried  on  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent  in  the  Nagasaki  district,  there  is  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  the  sale  of  mining  and  electrical  equipment.  It  is  best,  however, 
to  have  a  personal  representative  in  the  field  who  is  familiar  with 
local  conditions  and  has  connections  already  established.  The  prin- 
cipal machinery  imported  last  year  at  Nagasaki  and  Moji  included 
steam  boilers,  locomotives  and  tenders,  steam  turbines,  dynamos, 
cranes,  pumps,  and  metal-working  machinery.  The  value  of  ma- 
chinery imported  to  Moji  alone  exceeded  $1,250,000,  and  the  amount 
brought  to  Nagasaki  was  almost  $750,000. 

Qualified  Representative-  Available. 

A  British  merchant  at  Moji,  who  is  familiar  with  American  busi- 
ness methods,  is  in  a  position  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  machinery.  [His  name  and  Consul  Baker's  statement  of  his 
qualifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  65268.] 

The  agent  in  question  desires  to  work  on  a  commission  basis,  but 
suggests  that  a  small  salary  be  allowed,  as  well  as  a  certain  amount 
to  cover  cost  of  telegrams.  He  agrees  to  sell  only  to  responsible 
fii-ms,  who  are  financially  strong  and  able  to  open  the  usual  credits 
for  his  principals  to  draw  against. 
Exceptional  Opportunity  at  Present. 

A  great  deal  of  the  machinery  trade  in  this  district  has  been 
ii;  the  hands  of  firms  who  are  unable  at  present  to  supply  the  local 
demand.  The  moment,  therefore,  is  most  opportune  for  Americaaa 
to  enter  the  field.  A  consistent  and  determined  effort,  however, 
should  be  made  and  every  facility  should  be  offered.  An  engineer 
should  be  appointed  who  should  work  in  conjunction  with  a  good 
English-speaking  Japanese  engineer  and  reliable  interpreter.  These 
natives  should  be  selected  from  the  better  class  of  Japanese,  who 
cculd  be  received  socially  by  the  higher  Government  officials  and  the 
heads  of  the  best  Japanese  firms.  Obtaining  contracts  in  the  Orient 
usually  requires  elaoorate  preparations  and  a  series  of  entertain- 
ments, and  offices  that  expect  to  do  a  large  business  should  be  es- 
tablished on  a  liberal  scale.  Details  in  this  regard  could  be  readily 
arranged  with  a  manufacturer's  agent  who  is  thoroughly  familiar 
>vith  local  requirements. 
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BETIVAI  nr  FLAZ-FEBER  CFKOWINO  IH  OSTABIO. 

(Consul  Fred  C.  Slater,  Bamta.  Canada,  Sept  4.] 

Flax  is  quite  extensively  grown  in  various  parts  of  Canada,  par- 
ticularly in  the  northwestern  Provinces.  However,  tlie  prodnction  of 
flax  for  fiber  purposes  has  been  almost  negligible  in  quantity — prtc- 
tieally  all  of  it  having  been  in  the  Samia  consular  district  where 
the  climate,  soil,  and  water  conditions  are  most  suitable.  Kecently 
the  industry  received  a  new  impetus,  as  a  result  of  finding  wiiter  ex- 
cellently suitable  for  retting  purposes.  The  water  thus  discovered 
seems  to  be  in  the  peninsular  portion  of  the  Province,  near  the  lakes. 
At  Forest  it  is  obtained  from  a  well  bored  100  feet  through  the  clay 
and  1  foot  into  the  rock.  This  rock  is  of  shale  formation,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  the  water  comes  under^ound  from  Lake  Huron,  only 
a  few  miles  distant.  Interest  in  raising  flax  has  therefore  been  re- 
vived, as  the  retting  with  this  water  produces  a  quality  not  her^o- 
fore  obtained. 

Hlttoiy  of  Industry — Xeasou  for  Frevions  Decline. 

It  is  reported  that  half  a  century  ago  some  17  prosperous  scutch 
mills  operated  in  this  Province.  One  pioneer  of  the  industry  relates 
that  in  one  season  he  purchased  26,000  tons  of  Canadian  flax,  while 
other  buyers  did  equally  well.  But  those  were  times  of  cheaper 
labor,  more  new  "breaking"  land,  and  less  keen  competition.  TIm! 
progress  of  the  age  made  necessary  different  processes  and  more  up- 
to-date  methods,  to  which  the  grower  ^ind  manufacturer  were  Bot 
alert,  and  the  industry  gradually  declined.  Neither  did  the  subse- 
quent agricultural  colleges  and  specialists  give  the  raising  of  this 
crop  the  consideration  it  merited.  As  a  result  the  raising  of  flax  in 
this  Province  for  commercial  purposes  had  dwindled  to  aunost  noth- 
ing. It  is  claimed  tliat  by  1914  the  number  of  mills  in  operation  had 
fallen  to  less  than  a  dozen.  This  year,  however,  there  are  20  in 
operation  to  handle  the  1915  crop,  which  is  three  times  greater  in 
acreage  than  that  of  1914. 

It  is  claimed  that  experience  proves  the  dewret  process  preferable 
to  chemical  retting. 

The  Present  Kevlval — Experts  Kake  Eneenri^rlng  Keports. 

For  the  last  two  or  three  years  a  few  men  of  this  Province  have 
given  special  and  careful  attention  to  the  raising  of  flax  fiber  and 
have  met  with  exceptional  encouragement.  The  raising  of  the  prod- 
uct was  considerably  stimulated  because  of  the  European  war 
increasing  the  price  of  the  fiber  from  $0.12  and  $0.14  to  $0.22  per 
pound.  This,  together  with  the  already  noted  discovery  of  beUar 
water  for  retting  purposes,  has,  for  the  time  being,  brought  flax 
growing  to  the  fore  in  this  vicinity.  Recently  men  from  Ireland  and 
New  Jersey  who  are  interested  in  flnx  have  gone  over  the  ground  in 
this  locality  and  have  made  very  optimistic  reports  as  to  the  growing 
of  this  commodity.  Many  of  the  old  idle  mills  are  being  refitted 
and  brought  back  to  service. 
Aatloipatlons  of  Growers — Details  of  Process. 

The  flax  growers  of  this  vicinity  are  very  hopeful  and  are  endeav- 
oring to  secure  the  cooperation  of  some  £(elgian  refti^es  who  hav« 
had  special  experience  in  flax  raising  and  handling.   Tbej  tiao  bofXl 
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to  induce  the  Government  to  test  the  water  in  different  localities  for 
retting  purposes. 

The  following  detailed  explanation  as  to  the  water-retting  process 
of  flax  fiber,  as  now  conducted  at  Forest,  Ontario,  was  furnished 
this  consulate  September  '2  through  the  kindness  of  J.  A.  McCracken, 
secretary  of  the  Canada  Flax  Growers,  of  St.  Marys,  Ontario: 

The  flax  is  pulled  a  little  greener  than  according  to  the  old 
Canadian  practice;  that  is,  when  the  leaves  a  few  inches  up  from 
the  root  are  withered  away.  The  retting  tank  (of  which  more  may 
be  built  later)  is  50  feet  long  by  1.5  feet  wide  by  4  feet  deep.  It  is 
of  concrete,  with  10-inch  walls,  and  has  a  partition  across  the  center. 
Each  half  will  hold  a  small  wagonload  of  flax  sheaves. 

The  sheaves  after  thrashing  are  set  in  on  end,  heads  up,  until  the 
tank  is  filled.  Planks  arc  set  on  the  tops  of  the  flax,  and  stones  on 
these,  so  as  to  keep  the  straw  immersed  when  the  water  is  turned  on. 

The  water  is  fairly  soft.  As  it  rises  from  the  well  it  is  frequently 
very  muddy.  The  softness  of  the  Forest  well  water,  even  in  drilled 
wells  such  as  this,  has  been  remarked  by  the  women,  who  have  used 
it  at  times  for  washing.  At  the  Fralcigh  plant  the  pumping  is  done 
by  a  IJ-horsepower  gasoline  pump  adjacent  to  the  tank. 

When  the  flax  is  weighted,  as  above  described,  the  pump  is  started 
and  kept  going  until  the  tank  is  full.  While  this  is  going  on  several 
adjustments  are  necessary  to  the  weights,  as  when  the  fermentation, 
sets  up  the  flax  tends  to  rise  cut  of  the  water.  During  this  time  the 
retting  or  degumming  takes  place  by  the  action  of  the  water. 

The  first  experimental  "  steep  "  at  Forest  was  removed  after  five 
days  and  spread  on  a  meadow  in  rows  to  dry.  This  lot  was  found 
to  have  been  too  hard  when  taken  out  of  the  water.  It  happened, 
however,  that  a  day's  rain  came  on  and  completed  the  retting,  after 
which  the  flax,  when  dry,  was  lifted  and  stored  in  the  shed. 

Later  steeps  have  taken  from  6  to  10  days,  and  the  consequent 
amount  of  retting  required  to  be  done  on  the  spread  field  has  been 

Eroportionately  less.    No  exact  time  for  water  retting,  however,  can 
e  set,  owing  to  the  differences  in  flax,  water,  and  weather. 

Water-Setted  Tiber  of  Excellent  Qaality. 

Mr.  Coey,  of  the  Linen  Thread  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  recently  hackled 
at  Forest  some  of  the  fiber  obtained  from  representative  samples  of 
water-retted  and  dewretted  flax  grown  and  treated  at  Forest.  He 
declared  that  the  water-retted  fiber  was  of  excellent  quality,  even  in 
character,  and  of  fine  spinning  texture.  He  declared  that  it  was 
worth  at  least  2  cents  a  pound  more  than  the  dewretted  fiber.  This 
is  gratifying  to  Canadians,  since  the  present  shortage  is  chiefly  of 
fine  spinning  fibers,  of  which  the  Belgian  were  the  highest  grade. 
Canadian  flax  manufacturers  are  hoping  so  to  improve  their  plants 
and  processes  as  to  enter  the  best  markets  and  thus  place  their  mdus- 
try  on  a  permanent  and  prosperous  footing.  The  Canadian  Flax 
Growers,  recently  organized,  are  bending  their  energies  to  this  end. 

[An  article  on  "  Production  ot  Canndinn  Flax,"  by  Consul  Henry  P.  Starrctt, 
appeared  In  Commekce  Repobts  for  July  10,  1915.] 


Canadian  turkeys  were  shipped  to  England  last  fall  for  the  first 
time,  and  more  are  expected  to  go  this  season. 
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AMEKICAH  AUTOKOBILES  IH  POSTO  BICO. 

[Harwood  Hall,  correspondent,  San  Joan,  Sept.  11.] 

The  past  year  has  shown  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of 
motor  cars  purchased  in  the  island,  548  cars  having  been  imported 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  with  June  30,  1915.  These  cars 
were  valued  at  $433,408  and  were  all  of  American  manufacture.  No 
foreign  cars  have  been  sold  here  in  recent  years.  With  the  importa- 
tion of  cars  during  the  past  year  insular  officials  say  there  are  ap- 
proximately 2,000  motor  cars  in  the  island,  most  of  them  in  con- 
stant use. 

In  1913  the  number  of  cats  brought  into  Porto  Rico  was  323,  and 
their  value  $406,440.  From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  average  price  paid  for  motor  cars 
sold  here,  the  average  price  being  under  $800.  There  is  no  demand 
here  for  high-priced  cars.  In  1914  there  were  291  cars  imported  at  a 
cost  of  $320,680. 

Automobile  parts  purchased  in  1915  were  valued  at  $91,045;  in 
1914,  $70,025;  and  1913,  $93,813. 

Automobile  tires  showed  a  falling  off  during  the  past  year  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  fiscal  year.  Tire  imports  for  1915  were 
$251,426;  for  1914,  $296,201;  and  for  1913,  $241,714. 

Importations  of  motorcycles,  bicycles,  and  tricycles  have  shown  a 
decline  for  the  past  two  years.  These  purchases  for  the  12  months 
ending  with  June,  1915,  were  $27,377,  as  compared  with  $43,967  for 
the  previous  12  months  and  $51,367  tor  the  12  months  ending  with 
June,  1913. 

The  motor  car  here  is  used  as  the  chief  means  of  passei^r  trans- 
portation, both  private  and  public,  about  the  island.  There  are 
regular  motor  lines  running  from  San  Juan  to  all  sections  of  the 
island,  and  in  many  instances  the  fares  charged  are  less  than  those 
charged  by  the  railroads.  Mail  to  about  half  of  the  towns  of  the 
island  is  delivered  by  motor,  and  most  of  tlie  estabhshed  motor  lines 
operate  an  express  and  parcel-delivery  service. 

Recently  the  jitney  has  made  its  appearance  here  in  competition 
with  an  interurban  steam  railroad  running  5  miles  between  the 
towns  of  Catano  and  Bayamon.  The  railroad  has  carried  500,000 
passengers  a  year  and  the  fare  has  been  10  cents  until  the  arrival  of 
the  jitney.  Then  the  railroad  cut  the  fare  to  5  cents,  but  the  jitney 
continues  to  get  many  passengers  at  the  old  fare  of  10  cents. 


nrCBEASED  FBICE  OF  OAS  IN  LEEDS. 

[Consal  Homer  H.  Bylnston,  Leeds,  England,  Sept  2.] 

The  Leeds  Corporation  has  increased  the  charge  for  gas  to  con- 
sumers by  6  cents  per  1,000  cubic  meters.  The  gas  committee  justi- 
fies the  increase  by  stating  that  its  coal  contracts  provided  for  an 
increase  of  4s.  (97  cents)  per  ton  upon  1913  prices,  and  an  increase 
of  5s.  ($1.21)  per  ton  upon  1914  prices,  which  would  involve  an  in- 
creased cost  to  the  department  of  $262,791.  Further,  it  had  to  con- 
eider  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  etc 
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smFHHa  AT  habsehle  sihce  was. 

[Consul  Qeoeral  A.  Gaolin,  Marseille,  France,  Aug.  24.] 

While  there  was  a  notable  decrease  in  the  total  number  and 
tonnage  of  ships  entered  and  cleared  at  Marseille  from  August  1, 
1914,  to  Jul^  31,  1915,  the  navigation  movement  between  this  port 
and  the  United  States  was  much  more  important  than  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1913-14,  as  shown  by  statistics  obtained 
from  the  customhouse  authorities.  The  arrivals  and  departures  of 
cargo-laden  vessels  at  Marseille  from  and  for  the  United  States 
durmg  the  two  periods  referred  to  were : 


Entries. 

Cleatanoes. 

Period. 

Number  ot 
vessels. 

Net 
registered 
tonnage. 

Number  o( 
vessels. 

Net 
registered 
tonnage. 

August,  iei3-July,  1914 

81 
203 

145,852 
609,253 

77 
SO 

271,108 

August,  I914^Qly,  1915 

200,871 

Increase  (+)  or  decrease  (-)  in  1914-lS 

+123 

+463,401 

-27 

-70,287 

The  above  statistics  do  not  include  vessels  in  ballast,  which  explains 
the  large  excess  of  entries  over  clearances. 
American  Ting  Reappears — Traffic  for  Six  Koi^ths. 

A  gratifying  feature  was  the  reappearance  of  the  American  flag  in 
this  port.  No  American  merchant  vessel  had  come  to  Marseille  since 
1906.  This  year  thus  far  three  have  entered.  Of  the  203  ships  which 
arrived  from  the  United  States  from  August,  1914,  to  July,  1915,  86 
came  from  New  York,  41  from  New  Orleans,  26  from  Galveston,  20 
from  Baltimore,  14  from  Newport  News,  6  from  Philadelphia,  3  from 
Tacoma,  2  from  San  Francisco,  2  from  Port  Arthur,  1  from  Norfolk, 
1  from  Sabine,  and  1  from  Portland  (Oregon). 

According  to  statistics  issued  bjr  the  commander  of  the  Port  of 
Marseille,  the  maritime  traffic  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915 
(entries  and  clearances  combined)  was  as  follows:  Number  of  ves- 
sels, 6,000;  net  registered  tonnage,  7,251,573;  merchandise  tonnage, 
4,019,099;  number  of  passengers,  197,801.  These  figures  represent,  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year,  a 
decrease  of  2,664  vessels,  3,617,578  tons  of  registered  tonnage,  940,063 
tons  of  merchandise,  and  25,297  passengers.  Over  60  per  cent  of  the 
decrease  in  the  merchandise  tonnage  was  due  to  the  falling  off  in 
exports.  Moreover,  the  first  six  months  of  1914  had  been  a  period  of 
unusual  activity  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  district. 


SCABCIIT  OF  HATCHES  IN  ENOLAND. 

A  prospective  scarcity  of  matches,  and  the  present  shortage  of 
wood  used  therefor,  is  noted  by  English  newspapers.  Consul  Homer 
M.  Byington,  of  Leeds,  comments : 

"  Frequent  criticisms  are  heard  of  the  quality  of  matches  now  being 
sold,  and  a  study  of  freight  rates  by  American  manufacturers  might 
prove  interesting  in  determining  whether  competition  in  this  market 
could  be  inaugurated." 
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?A£  £ASTEBH  FBEIGHT  SITTTATIOir. 

[Consul  Geaeral  George  E.  Anderson.  Hongkong,  British  Cbina,  Aug.    5.1 

What  the  actual  nnd  more  permanent  results  of  the  war  in  Europe 
upon  Far  Eastern  freight  rates  are  to  be  is  decidedly  problematicaL 
Recent  developments  have  rendered  the  immediate  future  of  trans- 
Pacific  freights  particularly  uncertain,  and  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant shipping  lines  are  modifying  their  services  and  changing 
their  plans  accordingly. 

As  indicated  in  previous  reports  from  this  consulate  general,  there 
has  been  a  marked  shortage  in  available  tonnage  in  all  services  in 
the  Far  East  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  £urope.  This  short- 
age has  continued  upon  practically  all  lines  of  traffic  and  without 
relief  until  within  the  past  few  months  or  so.  With  the  coming  of 
the  slack  summer  season,  however,  notable  changes  have  intervened. 
The  first  change  came  in  a  marked  falling  off  in  freights  between  the 
Far  East  and  Europe,  particularly  in  freights  from  Europe  to  the 
Far  East.  While  there  was  enough  of  a  demand  for  tonnage  from 
the  Far  Ea.st  to  Europe  to  keep  up  the  rates  between  these  two  parts 
of  the  world  the  demand  largely  became  a  one-way  call  for  tonnage. 
It  was  in  line  with  this  tendency  in  freights  that  the  Nippon  Yusen 
Kaisha  inaugurated  a  I'ound-the-world  service  of  ships  from  the  Far 
East  to  London,  thence  returning  to  the  Orient  by  America  and 
the  Panama  Canal. 
Heavy  Careroes  from  TTnited  States,  lint  Little  Eetnrn  Freltrht. 

AVithin  the  past  few  weeks  the  offering  of  freight  for  the  TTnited 
States  by  way  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  has  fallen  off  until  for  the  present 
there  is  actually  a  shortage  of  freight  for  vessels  in  service  m  that 
direction.  On  the  other  hand,  vessels  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Far  East  have  more  work  tlian  they  can  perform,  and  the  shortage  of 
tonnage  on  the  outward  voyage  is  almost  as  marked  as  it  ever  has  been. 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  offering  of  freight  for  the  United  States  by 
way  of  the  Pacific  will  again  increase  in  October,  in  line  with  the 
usual  course  of  this  traffic,  and  after  that  time  there  will  be  a  marked 
shortage  of  tonnage  from  the  Far  East  to  the  Pacific  coast.  This 
shortage  of  tonnage  heretofore  has  especially  militated  against  trade 
in  Chinese  products,  since  most  of  the  trans- Pacific  steamer  services 
were  tied  up  with  contracts  covering  the  shipment  of  gunny  siicks 
from  India  and  similar  lines  of  traffic. 

While  some  of  these  contracts  continue  into  the  fall,  conditions 
will  so  far  change  then  that  all  lines  of  freight  will  probably  be 
given  a  more  equable  share  of  available  space.  The  Japanese  ship- 
pers will  doubtless  be  given  preference  on  Japanese  ships  in  case  the 
shortage  becomes  acute,  just  as  they  have  been  during  the  acute  short- 
age of  the  current  season. 

The  American  Line. 

The  most  uncertain  element  in  the  entire  situation  is  the  question 
of  whether  or  not  the  vessels  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  will 
have  to  be  taken  off  the  trans-Pacific  run  as  a  result  of  recent  legis- 
lation in  the  United  States.  Action  so  far  taken  by  agents  and  others 
concerned  in  Eastern  ports  contemplates  the  complete  cessation  of  the 
service  of  five  ships  by  January,  1916,  and  of  the  sixth  vessel  by 
Msir -h  4. 
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The  removal  of  these  vessels  from  the  trans-Pacific  run  will  pre- 
cipitate a  situation  of  the  gravest  sort,  involving  a  stoppage  of  prac- 
tically aU  of  the  new  business  in  the  Far  East  obtained  by  American 
manufacturers  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  as  well  as  interfering 
in  a  most  critical  way  with  American  manufacturers  obtaining  cer- 
tain raw  materials  in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  shortage  of  ton- 
nage for  the  fall  and  winter  even  with  these  vessels  in  service  will  be 
acute  and  serious  and  will  profoundly  affect  all  Far  Eastern  trade. 
Without  these  vessels  the  situation  will  become  simply  impossible. 
Japanese  Service. 

One  result  of  recent  changes  in  the  Far  Eastern  freight  situation 
has  been  a  change  in  the  plans  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  as  to  its 
Panama  service.  It  is  now  announced  by  agencies  of  this  company 
that  a  new  service,  which  includes  the  Tsushima  Maru,  Toyooka 
Ma)m,  Tahata  Maru,  Toyohashi  Maru,  Tokuyama  Maru.,  and  the 
Toyavia  Mam — all  of  7,500  tons — and  the  Kanagawa  Maru,  the  Tot- 
tori  Maru,  the  Takushima  Maru,  and  the  Wasaka  Maru — all  of  6,000 
tons — will  be  established  at  once.  This  service  proceeds  on  its 
round-the-world  course  not  in  the  ordinary  direction  of  from  Yoko- 
hama to  Panama  and  thence  to  New  York  and  London,  returning  by 
the  Suez  route,  but  for  the  present  it  proceeds  from  Yokohama  by 
way  of  Hongkong  to  London,  thence  to  New  York,  and  then  to 
Panama  and  home. 

This  plan,  it  will  be  noticed,  is  directly  in  line  with  the  present 
course  of  freight.  The  strong  <lemand  for  tonnage  from  New  York 
to  Japan  and  the  Far  East  for  the  oil  and  steel  trades  furnishes  a  basis 
upon  wliich  this  service,  can  be  predicated.  The  present  service  of 
ships  to  and  from  Europe  will  serve  the  present  ordinaiy  trade  to 
and  from  Europe,  and  this  new  ser\'ice  will  supplement  the  present 
regular  services  by  meeting  the  new  and  somewhat  special  demand 
for  tonnage  along  these  particular  routes  as  developed  by  the  war.^ 
This  service,  thus  establiaied  under  special  and  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary conditions,  will  serve  as  the  basis  of  the  long-projected  regular 
and  subsidized  service  by  way  of  Panama  after  the  war. 

The  use  of  British  vessels  by  the  British  Government  in  the  move- 
ment of  troops  to  and  from  India  has  given  the  Japanese  lines  serv- 
ins,  ,that  particular  part  of  the  world  a  great  advantage,  and  extra 
ships  have  been  added  on  both  the  Calcutta  and  the  Bombay  runs. 
The  movement  of  freight  from  India  to  Hongkong  on  these  services 
has  been  particularly  heavy  during  the  present  year  to  date,  and 
has  contributed,  in  a  measure,  to  the  congestion  of  freight  in  this 

Sort  during  that  period.  Extra  ships  have  also  been  added  in  the 
apanese  service  to  Australia  by  way  of  Hongkong.  Japanese  trade 
with  Australia  is  being  boomed  in  every  way  possible,  special  activity 
being  shown  in  the  efforts  of  Japanese  interests  in  Hongkong  to  get 
in  touch  with  connections  of  trade  in  Australia  which  formerly  were 
German. 
Inoreased  Japanese  Tonnage. 

In  connection  with  the  extension  of  these  services  the  general  posi- 
tion of  Japanese  shipping  in  the  far  eastern  freight  situation  merits 
attention.  As  a  result  of  the  war  German  and  Austrian  ships  have 
been  removed  from  the  trade  altogether,  while  a  very  large  sbare  of 
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British  tonnage  has  been  withdrawn  temporarily  to  meet  the  military 
requirements  of  the  British  Government.  The  Japanese  services, 
hoy/e\or,  have  been  uniformly  and  largely  increased.  According  to 
official  statistics  prepared  at  the  end  of  March  and  published  in 
Japai'ise  newspapers,  the  number  of  Japanese  steamers  of  over  20 
tons  was  2,128,  and  their  total  tonnage  1,585,912  tons,  of  which  ships 
over  1,000  tons  numbered  412,  their  total  tonnage  being  1^16,937. 
Of  the  total  tonnage  of  1,585,912,  over  1,000,000  tons  belong  to  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,the 
Nisshin  Kisen  Kaisha,  and  the  Nanyo  Yusen  Kaisha,  and  the  rest, 
some  500,000  tons,  belong  to  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Kaisha,  Mitsu  Bishi, 
and  other  individual  shipowners. 

Of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  individual  shipowners,  those  capable 
of  ocean  navigation  are  now  put  on  the  ocean  service,  either  on  their 
own  account  or  on  charter,  without  any  restriction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  such  ships  are  now  said  to  amount  to  280,000  tons  in  all. 
According  to  Japanese  newspapers,  the  tonnage  of  the  contracts  now 
being  carried  out  in  the  construction  of  vessels  in  various  shipyards 
amounts  to  280,000  tons,  to  be  finished  early  in  1917.  With  this  ton- 
nage launched  the  total  of  Japan's  merchant  marine  will  exceed 
1,860,000  tons. 

AMEBICAN  EXFEBTS  FOB  CHINESE  GOVEBNMENT. 

Through  the  assistance  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  and  Commercial  Attache  Julean  H.  Arnold,  at  Peking,  the 
Chinese  Govermnent  has  arranged  for  the  employment  of  an  Amer- 
ican cotton-growing  expert  for  that  coimtry.  The  expert  selected 
is  Mr.  H.  H.  Jobson,  assistant  agronomist  of  the  Texas  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station,  at  College  Station,  Tex.  He  has  entered  into 
a  three  years'  contract. 

The  Chinese  Government  is  striving  to  develop  the  resources  and 
industries  of  that  country,  and  the  employment  of  a  cotton-growing 
expert  is  one  of  the  first  steps  toward  an  improvement  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cotton.  At  present  China  produces  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  cotton,  most  of  which  is  used  in  the  home  industries.  In 
some  years  China  exports  a  considerable  amount  of  cotton  to  Japan, 
and  with  improvement  in  the  staple  and  in  methods  of  grading 
and  packing,  the  foreign  trade  in  cotton  will  largely  increase. 

Negotiations  are  also  in  progress  for  the  employment  of  an 
American  forestry  expert  by  the  Chinese  Government.  While  there 
are  many  young  Chinese  who  have  been  trained  in  forestiy  schools 
abroad,  China  has  at  present  no  person  who  is  qualified  to  take 
charge  of  the  institution  of  constructive  work  in  reafforestation  for 
the  Chinese  people,  a  most  important  matter  for  a  country  so  badly 
deforested  as  is  China.  It  is  probable  that  this  position  will  be 
accepted  by  a  forestry  expert  now  employed  by  the  Philippine 
government. 

The  waterworks  conmiissioners  of  Amsterdam,  reports  Conunercial 
Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  are  planning  an  extension  of  the 
waterworks  system  of  that  Netherlands  city  to  cupply  an  additional 
760,000  gallons  per  day. 
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[Consul  Emll  Saner,  Gotcborg,   Sweden,  Aug.  7.] 

Tlie  street  railway  system  of  Goteborg  is  of  special  interest,  as  it 
is  owned  and  operated  entirely  by  the  immicipaiity.  There  a»a  37.9 
miles  of  track,  all  surface  lines.  An  addition  of  2.35  miles  was  made* 
to  the  trackage  during  the  year  on  the  Kviberg-Landala  line. 

Tlie  rolling  stock  consists  of  IID  motor  cars,  75  cars- without  motors^ 
tmd  16  snowplows,  brine  barrels  (mounted  on  caira  for  sprinkling^ 
rails. to  melt  snow)  ,^  repair  cars,  and  cars  with  hvddersi-  Of  the  motor 
cars,  111  are  for  passengers,  5  for  freight,  and  3  are  bogies.  Of  the 
cars  without  motors,  24  are  closed  cars  and  37  open  cars  for  passen- 

fjrs,  and  13  are  open  cars  for  freight  and  1  a  closed  car  for  fcejght. 
he  car  mileage  for  the  year  was  3,657,136  for  motor  cars,.  39,273  for 
Eocomotive  cars  for  freight  transport,  and  870,675  for  cars  without 
notors,  a  total  of  4,567,084  miJies. 

Empleryees  and  Fares. 

Tlie  number  of  employees  at  the  end  of  the  year  1914  was  909  as 
against  807  at  the  close  of  1913  and  258  in  1902.  The  first  number 
includes  9  employed  in  the  head  office,  53  in  the  repair  shops,  101  in 
the  car  sheds,  and  746  for  conducting  the  traffic,  including  motormen, 
conductors,  watchmen,  inspectors,  etc. 

Tlie  maximum  cost  of  a  fare,,  including  as  many  transfers  as  is  re- 

?uired  to  go  over  any  section  of  the  system,  is  10  ore,  or  $0.0268. 
loupon  books  containing  10  fares  are  sold  at  9  ore  per  coupon,  and 
the  fares  of  children  are  6  ore  and  5  ore.  The  number  of  fares  of  the 
various  kinds  collected  was  27,311,613  in  1914,  as  compared  with 
25,653,574  in  1913  and  10,629,969  in  1902. 

There  were  issued  10,302,000  transfer  ticlcets  in  1914,  of  which 
8,614,975  were  actually  used  Besides  the  number  of  fares  collected 
as  above  there  were  sold,  in  1914,  610  season  tickets  good  for  12 
months  and  3,094  good  for  6  months,  both  nonti'ansferable.  The 
price  of  these  is,  respectively,  75  crowns  ($20.10)  and  40  crowns 
($10.72).  There  were  also  sold  456  50-kronor  ($13.40)  tickets,  good 
only  for  some  particular  one  of  the  several  lines  of  the  syst«nu 
Btosliite  asd  Espendltiires. 

The  traffic  receipts  of  the  system  for  1914  totaled  $703,800,  which 
sum  includes  $8,107  for  freight,  baggage,  carrying  mail,  etc.  In  the 
balance  sheet  for  the  year  there  are  added  to  the  gross  receipts 
from  the  traffic  certain  items  for  interest,  rent,  season  tickets,  and 
also  unappropriated  profits  from  the  year  1912,  making  a  total  gross 
income  of  $738,156.  Expenditures  amounted  to  $526,981  and  in- 
cluded such  items  as  $231,080  for  operating  expenses,  $16,612  for  of- 
fice expenses,  $120,154  for  electric  energy,  $71,672  for  rolling  stock, 
$47,068  for  trackage,  and  $12,363  for  car-shed  and  workshop  ex- 
penses. 

The  net  profits  amoimted  to  $211,175.  Of  this  $109,478  was  paid 
into  the  city  treasury  and  $86,376  was  carried  over  to  the  stock  ac- 
eouiit,  leaving  $15,321  unappropriated.  The  net  profits  for  the  year 
1913  were  $186,449.  The  causes  of  the  decrease  in  1914  were  the 
higher  compensation  of  the  employees,  allowances  to  employees 
mobilized  for  service  in  the  army,  and  increased  upkeep  expenses. 
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EIECIBICAL  SUFFUES  FOB  SOTTTHEASTESir  GTTBA. 

[Consul  P.  Merrill  Griffith,  Santtago,  Aug.  27.] 

.  In  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  throughout  this  consular  district  there  is 
a  constantly  increasing  demand  for  electrical  supplies  and  apparatus 
of  various  kinds.  Especially  is  this  true  in  the  interior  of  the  district, 
where  many  improvements  are  being  made  on  sugar  plantations  and 
new  mills  are  being  erected.  Further,  all  cities  of  any  size  within  tiiis 
district  are  supplied  with  electric  lights,  and  the  plants  are,  in  general, 
sufficiently  large  to  furnish  current  for  other  purposes. 

For  several  years  the  United  States  has  dominated  the  Cuban  mar- 
ket in  this  particular  line  of  goods,  but  this  does  not  alter  the  fact 
that  the  business  may  be  considerably  augmented  now.  [In  the  fiscal 
year  1914  the  United  States  exported  to  all  Cuba  $lj222,914  worth  of 
electrical  machinery,  appliances,  and  instruments;  in  1915  the  ship- 
ments fell  some  $250,000  below  this,  the  exact  figure  being  $973,177, 
made  up  of:  Batteries,  $43,084;  d3mamos  or  generators,  $34,669; 
fans,  $17,249;  insulated  wire  and  cables,  $166,^6;  interior  wiring 
supplies,  etc.,  including  fixtures,  $119,350;  arc  lamps,  $2,107;  incan- 
descent lamps — carbon  filament  $6,081,  metal  filament  $74,166; 
meters  and  other  measuring  instruments,  $57,657;  motors,  $136,418; 
static  transformers,  $45,779;  telegraph  instruments,  including  wire- 
less apparatus,  $548;  telephones,  $76,079;  all  other,  $211,213.] 

Karket  for  Hoveltiet. 

There  is  a  steady  call  for  ordinary  electrical  supplies  such  as  are 
in  general  use,  and  an  excellent  opportunity  presents  itself  to  create  a 
demand  for  various  kinds  which  are  popular  and  of  more  recent  de- 
velopment. Meters  of  alternating-current  types  and  also  trans- 
formers for  lighting  and  power  purposes  are  in  use  here,  but  such 
supplies  are  purchased  direct  from  the  United  States  and  are  not 
carried  in  stock  by  any  of  the  local  dealers. 

The  capacity  of  the  Santiago  plant  is  2,300  kilowatts  alternating 
current  and  800  kilowatts  direct.  On  the  alternating  current,  the 
frequency  of  cycles  is  60 ;  phases  usually  used  for  motors,  3 ;  and  the 
voltage  110  and  220.    The  street  railway  voltage  is  550  direct  current 

[A  very  extensive  series  of  reports  on  hydroelectric  development  and  the  oot- 
look  for  augmented  sales  of  electrical  materials  of  aU  kinds  has  been  pr^red 
by  American  consular  officers  In  various  countries.  As  announced  In  earlier 
Issues  of  Commerce  Reports,  the  Bureau  of  Forelpn  and  Domestic  Commerce 
has  arranged  to  place  these  reports  (linown  as  Hydroelectric  Series  Nos.  1  and 
2),  in  manuscript  form,  In  the  Industrial  centers  of  the  United  States,  whei* 
they  may  be  inspected  by  manufacturers  and  exporters.] 


VALUE  OF  COHUEBCE  BEFOBTS. 

A  business  firm  in  New  York  City  has  just  written  to  the  Bur^n 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce :  "  Since  receiving  your  Daily 
Reports  we  have  obtained  considerable  business ;  in  fact,  we  have 
done  in  direct  trade  about  $25,000  worth  of  business.  We  were  also 
indirectly  moved  to  open  an  office  in  Norway  and  a  further  one  in 
Italy  through  the  help  of  the  bureau  and  the  different  consuls." 
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A  FABHESS'  COLD43TOSAOE  PIAHT  IF  CANADA. 

(CODiu]  Q.  S.  Taggart,  Cornwall.  Ontario.  Sept.  9.] 

A  small  and  yet  modem  cold-storage  plant  has  recently  been  com- 
pleted at  Morrisburg,  Ontario  (a  town  of  about  1,900  inhabitants,  in 
a  prosperous  dairy-farming  commimity,  and  about  30  miles  west  of 
here  on  the  Grand  Trimk  Kailway  between  Montreal  and  Toronto). 

The  total  cost  of  the  plant  was  about  $22,000.  It  is  equipped  with 
a  system  of  refrigeration  and  machinery  from  the  Linde  Canadian 
Eetrigeration  Co.  of  Montreal,  costing  $4,000.  The  refrigeration 
machme  carries  a  pressure  of  115  pounds  and  a  back  pressure  of  7 
pounds,  the  whole  system  being  charged  with  500  pounds  of  liquid 
ammonia,  which  keeps  the  temperature  as  low  as  10°  above  zero  in 
August  weather.  There  are  eight  storing  rooms,  28  by  19  feet  floor 
space  each  (45,000  cubic  feet  in  all) ,  all  fitted  with  coils  piped  from  the 
refrigeration  machine.  The  claim  is  made  that  this  enterprise  is  not 
only  profitable,  but  is  a  boon  to  the  farming  community  because  of 
the  low  charges  for  storing.  The  argument  is  that  any  farmer  can 
afford  to  store  his  products  when  the  market  is  low  instead  of  being 
at  the  mercy  of  the  large  cold-storage  concerns.  Some  of  the  storage 
rates  are  as  follows : 

Apples,  per  barrel :  First  montli,  12}  cents ;  succeeding  months,  10  cents ;  sea- 
son, 40  cents.  Per  box:  First  month,  5  cents;  following  months,  4  cents;  season, 
17i  cents. 

Butter,  per  100  pounds:  Two  weeks,  8  cents;  one  month,  14  cents;  six  weeks, 
22  cents ;  succeeding  months,  12  cents. 

Cheese,  per  box :  One  week,  3  cents ;  two  weeks.  4  cents ;  one  month,  7  cents ; 
six  weeks,  11  cents;  succeeding  months.  6  cents. 

Eggs,  per  30-dozen  case :  One  mont^,  10  cents  r  season,  40  cents. 

Meats,  per  pound,  chilled:  £^rst  month,  on&fourth  cent;  succeeding  months, 
one-eighth  cent;  per  pound  frozen,  first  month,  three-eighths  cent;  succeeding 
months,  one-eighth  cent. 

Barrel  meats,  pee  barrel :  One  month,  15  cents. 

Poultry,  per  pound :  First  month,  three-eighths  cent ;  succeeding  months,  one- 
eighth  cent. 

Vegetables,  per  bag :  First  month,  7  cents.  Per  barrel :  First  month,  12  cents; 
succeeding  months,  10  cents. 

The  manager  receives  a  subsidy  from  the  Dominion  Government  of 
30  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  construction  and  equipment,  payable  in 
installments,  as  follows :  Fifteen  per  cent  immediately  on  comple- 
tion ;  7  per  cent  at  the  end  of  the  first  year ;  4  per  cent  at  the  end  of 
the  second  year;  and  2  per  cent  at  the  end  of  the  third  and  foiuth 
years,  provided  that  the  suitable  temperatures  are  maintained. 


California  Grapes  in  Eastern  Markets. 

The  packing  of  California  table  grapes  in  redwood  sawdust  for 
eastern  markets  (mentioned  in  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for 
June  25,  1912,  Apr.  21,  1914,  and  Jan.  15,  1915),  costs  90  cents  per 
35-pound  keg,  says  the  State  Board  of  Viticultural  Commissioners. 
Freight  and  refrigeration  to  Chicago  total  71  cents  per  keg.  Last 
season  some  of  these  grapes  sold  as  high  as  $2.50  per  keg  f.  o.  b.  Cal- 
ifornia, though  prices  fluctuated  considerably. 
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FOBEIOir  TEADE  OPPOBTTTNITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  maT  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  Its  branck  oSees.  Beqoest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  munber  si^en. 

Flour,  coffee,  soap,  and  sugar.  No.  18341. — This  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  a  business  man  In  Mexico  requesting  the  names  of  Americoxi  dealers 
in  flour,  coffee,  soap,  and  sugar.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  by 
addressing  this  Bureau. 

Cement,  iron  and  steel,  etc..  No.  18342. — A  commercial  agent  of  this  Bnrean 
reports  that  a  gentleman  from  Brazil  is  interested  in  acting  as  a  trarelhig 
salesman  and  coiumissiou  agent  in  Brazil  for  a  number  of  different  Ameri- 
can manufacturers.  lie  is  particularly  interested  in  Portland  cement.  Iron 
and  steel,  electrical  supplies,  glassware,  colors,  hardware,  and  wire. 

Whisky,  canned  goods,  gasoline,  etc.,  No.  18343. — A  business  man  from  Argen- 
tina, now  in  New  Yoric,  informs  a  commei-cial  agent  of  this  Bureaa  that  he 
wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  whidcy, 
cauued  goods,  gasoline,  alcohol,  stationary  supplies,  printing  material, 
hardware,  corks,  and  barrels  for  wine.    Iteferences  given. 

Filc.%  rasps,  saws,  etc..  No.  1S344. — A  firm  In  Switzerland  desires  to  commu- 
nlciito  with  American  manufacturers  of  files,  rasps,  saws,  and  other 
similar  articles.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  terms  are  solicited.  Ref- 
erences given. 

Overalls,  black  shirts,  etc..  No.  18345. — A  representative  of  a  firm  In  Denmark 
wislies  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  overalls,  bo»- 
I)enders,  and  black  cotton  shirts  for  workingmen  and  firemen.  Terms,  cash 
against  documents  at  New  York. 

Oil,  paints,  coke.  No.  18340. — ^The  .Anerlcan  consul  general  In  Chile  submits 
copies  of  the  Diario  Oficial  calling  for  bids  on  oil,  paints,  varnishes,  and 
coke  for  Chilean  State  Kaliways,  Copies  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  ofilces.  (Refer  to  file 
No.  C5004.) 

Apparatus  for  making  aisorbcnt  cotton,  etc..  No.  18347. — ^An  American  consul  In 
the  Near  East  reports  that  he  has  an  Inquiry  for  the  names  of  firms  in  the 
United  States  making  machines  for  preparing,  ualdng,  and  packing  medld- 
nal  absorbent  cotton. 

Machinery,  No.  18348. — ^A  business  man  In  Italy  has  requested  the  American 
consul  to  place  him  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery 
for  making  glove  fasteners.  A  sample  of  the  type  of  fastener  to  be  made 
Is  submitted  with  the  reiwrt,  and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
branch  offices.    Terms,  cash.     (Refer  to  file  No.  65368.) 

Caustic  soda.  No.  18349. — One  of  the  largest  soap  factories  in  Norway  would 
like  American  quotations  on  caustic  soda.  The  firm  Is  also  Interested  la 
prices  of  other  articles  needed  In  the  soap  industry  such  as  potash,  lye, 
and  ammonia  alkali  soda  ash.  Cash  terms  are  acceptable.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English.    References  given. 

Telephone  wire.  No.  18350. — An  American  consular  officer  reiwrts  that  a  Nor 
wegian  telephone  company  wishes  to  purchase  3,000  kegs  (6,613.86  pounds) 
of  slllclum  bronze  wire,  the  diameter  of  the  wire  to  be  .051181  inch  in 
width  with  40  per  cent  minimum  conductivty,  and  70  kegs  (154.3234  pounds) 
minimum  breaking  strain  per  square  .03937  inch,  the  wire  being  according 
to  British  post-office  inspection.  It  is  stated  that  the  company  is  abso- 
lutely reliable. 

Porcelain  tableware.  No.  18351. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Colombia  re- 
ports that  there  is  a  shortage  of  porcelain  table  ware  in  that  country,  and 
suggests  that  if  American  manufacturers  can  put  this  ware  on  the  market 
for  prices  ranging  from  $14  to  $18  per  set  of  99  pieces,  there  is  In  all 
probability  a  good  market  here. 

Carpet  yam.  No.  18352.— A  carpet  firm  in  Switzerland  requests  American  con- 
sular officer  to  place  him  in  communication  with  American  spinners  is 
a  position  to  deliver  carpet  yams,  such  as  Manila  and  Mauritius  yams,  tt 
states  they  have  heretofore  procured  these  yarns  In  shipments  of  772  ponnos 
for  each  number ;  for  the  woof  Nos.  150,  450,  and  600,  and  for  the  warp  Vo*- 
600,  1100,  and  1200.  Quotations  c.  i.  f.  European  seaport,  cash  against 
documents.    Correspondence  preferably  in  Gterman. 

WASHINOTON  :  OOVBBMMaKC  PBIKTIXO  OmC^:  1*<* 
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ENOUSH  WOOL  AVAILABLE. 

[Cablesram  from  Consnl  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  England,  dated  Sept.  17.] 

Notice  is  given  by  the  British  War  Trade  Department  that  125,000 
bales,  including  50,000  bales  English  wool,  can  be  spared.  Applica- 
tions for  licenses  to  export  crossbred  and  similar  wools  to  United 
States  will  be  considered.  Understanding  is  that  all  wools  for  Amer- 
ican use  must  be  consigned  to  United  States  Textile  Alliance. 

PBIZES  TH&OTJGH  ONTABIO  SUFMY  LEAGUE. 

[Consul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  Canada,  Sept.  16.] 

With  a  view  to  educate  children  with  regard  to  their  safety  the 
Ontario  Motor  League  has  offered,  through  the  Ontario  Safety 
League,  cash  prizes  for  the  best  composition  upon  "  How  Children 
May  Help  to  Avoid  Motor  Accidents.  The  contest  is  open  to  chil- 
dren in  the  public,  separate,  and  private  schools  of  Toronto,  Hamil- 
ton, Ottawa,  and  London,  Ontario.  There  are  two  classes  of  prizes 
offered — for  scholars  under  12  and  over  that  age.  The  eight  cash 
prizes  in  each  class  range  from  $1  to  $10. 

UMITED  VALENCIA  OBANGE  CHOP. 

[Consul  Claude  I.  Dawson,  Valencia,  Spain,  Sept.  1.] 

The  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  the  1915  orange  crop  in  the 
.Valencia  district  is  of  excellent  quality  but  limited  in  quantity.  The 
fruit  is  generally  sound  and  comparatively  free  from  insect  pests, 
while  the  percentage  of  large  sizes  is  high,  which  is  in  marked  con- 
trast to  last  season. 

In  the  important  Alcira  district  there  is  a  noticeable  shortage  over 
last  year.  Many  orchards  show  hardly  a  fifth  of  the  usual  produc- 
tion, a  large  number  about  half,  while  nearly  normal  conditions  pre- 
vail among  the  majority. 

[The  Valencia  orange  crop  of  1914  was  estimated  at  8,000,000  cases 
of  165  pounds  each,  or  equal  to  about  16,000,000  American  boxes  of 
oranges.] 
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TAETFF  CHAHOES  DT  HEW  ZEALAHD. 

(TeleKTua  from  Amerkan  Comal  Oaeral,  AneUaod.! 

Under  the  provisions  of  a  Government  bill  recently  presented  to 
the  New  2Sealand  Parliament,  the  following  changes  in  tixe  rates  of 
import  duty  prescribed  by  the  customs  tariff  of  1907  •were  put  into 
effect  provisionally  on  August  27, 1915 :  Kerosene,  benzine,  and  gaso- 
line, formerly  apparently  admitted  free  under  the  provision  ex- 
empting from  duty  refined  mineral  oils  not  exceeding  in  specific 
gravity  0.870  at  60°  F.,  are  to  be  dutiable  at  4  pence  per  gallon; 
the  rate  for  wines  containing  more  than  40  per  cent  of  proof  spirits 
is  raised  from  16  to  17  shillings  per  liquid  gallcm;  electric  gen- 
erators, motors,  lamps,  and  transformers  are  to  be  dutiable  under 
the  general  tariff  at  20  per  cent  ad  valorem,  instead  of  15  per  cent; 
the  general  rate  on  bicycles,  tricycles,  and  motor  cycles,  and  on  fit- 
tings for  such  articles,  is  reduced  from  30  to  20  per  cent  ad  valoron, 
thus  equalizing  the  general  and  British  preferential  rates;  a  rate 
of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  (both  general  and  preferential)  is  im- 
posed on  motor  vehicles,  formerly  dutiable  at  20  per  cent  ad  valoreBi 
under  both  tariffs,  and  on  gas,  hot  air,  and  oil  engines,  which  were 
previously  dutiable  at  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  under  the  general  and 
were  exempt  under  the  preferential  tariff;  chassis  for  motor  vehicles, 
formerly  entitled  to  free  admission,  are  made  dutiable  under  both 
tariffs  at  10  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The  rates  prescribed  by  the  Britidi 
preferential  tariff  are  applicable  to  products  imported  into  New 
Zealand  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  from  British  colonies  grant- 
ing reciprocal  tariff  concessions. 

[Upon  receipt  of  a  full  report  by  mail,  an  additional  article  will  be  published 
on  the  subject  Tbe  abonrfe'  rates  have  bees  talcen,  as  indicated,  from  a  tele- 
graplilc  report,  and  are  subject  to  correction.] 


WHAinrO  AMAIOAHAIIOH  DT  JAPAH. 

[Bztnict  from  Japan  Cbronlcle  of  Jalr  9,  by  Consul  Oeoeral  Ocwge  H.  Sddmore,  Tokf- 
hama;  see  also  Dall/  Consular  and  Trade  Bcports  (or  Mar.  8,  1913.  aad  Dec- 
30,  1908.] 

There  are  now  eight  whaling  companies  in  Japan  with  a  total 
fleet  of  31  vessels,  of  which  20  belong  to  the  Toyo  Hogoi  Kaisha 
(the  Oriental  Whaling  Co.).  Off  Kishu  whales  have  become  scarce, 
and  the  center  of  whaling  operations  has  recently  shifted  northward 
from  the  waters  about  Kmkazan.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Oriental 
Whaling  Co.  has  obtained  a  license  for  the  establishment  of  fishing 
stations  on  Horomushiro,  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Kuriles,  and 
in  Taka  Bay,  Saghalien.  Successful  operations  have  thus  become 
conditional  upon  distant  expeditions,  which  require  a  large  capital, 
and  it  is  now  reported  that  the  eight  whaling  companies  are  consider- 
ing amalgamation  as  a  means  to  greater  efficiency. 


Classified  List  of  Brazilian  Stock  Companies. 

A  classified  Ust  of  the  stock  companies  in  the  Brazilian  State  <^ 
Sao  Paulo,  with  address  and  capitalization  of  each,  has  hem  fof' 
warded  by  C<mi3u1  Maddin  Summers.  This  list,  which  embraces  more 
than  150  names,  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices- 
(Refer  to  File  No.  66049.) 
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KOBE  HYDBOELECTSIC  FOWEB  FOB  OlfTTABIO. 

[Consul  Julloa  D.  Dreher,  Toronto,  Canada,  Sept.  14.] 

In  a  report  from  this  office  on  "  More  Electric  Power  from  Niagara 
Falls"  (see  Commebce  Beforts  for  Sept.  1, 1915),  it  was  stated  that 
the  increasing  use  of  hydroelectric  power  in  Ontario  would  soon  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  obtain  additional  power  to  meet  the  larger  de- 
mands of  the  Province.  It  is  now  authoritatively  announced  that 
plans  for  power  development  that  will  make  the  Hydro-Electric 
Power  Commission  of  Ontario  independent  «f  all  private  develop- 
ments and  provide  a  supply  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  next  few 
years,  but  for  many  years  to  come,  were  given  final  approval  by  the 
commission  yesterday  and  sent  on  to  the  provincial  government. 

As  outlined  by  Sir  Adam  Beck  at  London  several  months  ago  upon 
the  opening  of  the  first  hydro-radial  car  line  in  the  Province,  the 
plans  call  for  an  initial  development  of  100,000  horsepower  by  utiliz- 
mg  the  maximum  head  of  power  on  the  Niagara  River,  now  unde- 
veloped. The  plants,  it  is  understood,  outline  a  possible  supply  from 
this  source  of  250,000  horsepower,  and  cover  as  well  developments 
possible  from  the  utilization  of  the  Welland  Canal  spillways,  which 
will  add  as  much  to  the  power  supply  of  Ontario. 

The  plans  are  the  result  of  over  a  year's  work  by  the  engineers  of 
the  commission,  and  for  the  guidance  of  the  Government  have  been 
completed  in  great  detail,  with  careful  estimates  of  cost  and  pro- 
duction. 

The  construction  of  a  great  development  plant  in  the  Niagara  dis- 
trict has  become  an  urgent  necessity  by  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
cheap  power  system  in  Ontario.  Sir  Adam  Beck  and  his  colleagues 
on  the  commission  are  facing  the  end  of  their  present  sources  of 
supply.  The  100,000  horsepower  supply  contracted  for  with  the 
Ontario  Power  Co.  at  the  Falls  will  soon  be  exhausted  by  the  in- 
creasing demands  of  the  municipalities,  which  even  the  big  increase 
in  the  supply  from  new  plants  here  and  there  in  the  Province  will 
not  meet.  With  the  advent  of  hydro-radial  (or  rural)  car  lines  on 
an  important  scale,  the  present  supply  will  fall  far  short,  and  when 
that  time  arrives  the  commission  must  be  in  a  position  to  furnish 
practically  unlimited  power. 

CANADA  IHFOBTS  FEWEB  EUBOFEAN  SABBINES. 

[Consnl  Felix  S.  8.  Jobnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Aug.  16.] 

A  review  of  the  European  sardine  trade  situation  in  Canada  dis- 
closes these  facts : 

The  present  price  quotations  are  from  $0.50  to  $1  higher  than  they 
were  last  year.  Freight  rates  also  have  advanced  considerably,  and 
war  insurance  and  the  war  tax  increased  the  cost  relatively  more.  It 
is  estimated  that  all  these  charges  have  increased  the  cost  of  the 
European  sardines  by  $1  to  $1.50  a  case,  varying  with  the  f.  o.  b. 
cost. 

It  is  said  that  on  the  European  coast  the  summer  catch  is  just  about 
at  its  height  now  and  it  is  impossible  to  predict  what  the  catch  will  be. 
The  great  difficulty  at  the  present  time  is  the  irregularity  of  sailings. 
Aji  effort  was  made  by  tnis  office  to  place  American  sardines  on 
the  local  market,  but  prices,  including  charges,  did  not  for  the  present 
:vrarrant  their  introduction. 
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VOTES  FEOM  CHILE. 
[Conml  Oaaenl  L.  J.  Keena,  VaJpualao,  Aug.  1S.I 
Koathly  BteuuUp  Serrloe  Betweem  Chile  aad  HoIUal. 

Notices  transmitted  by  the  consulate  general  of  Holland  in  Chile 
^Ate  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  month  of  August  a  mcnithly 
steamship  service  betwe^i  Chile  and  Holland  trill  be  inaugurated  bj 
the  Boyal  Holland  Lloyd  Steamship  Co.  The  Ri^w  (3,950  t<His  net 
register)   will  sail  from  Amsterdam  for  Chile  about  August  30. 

AmericaB  Pitr«has«  of  Nitrate. 

According  to  reports  published  in  the  local  press  the  Dupont 
Nitrate  Co.  has  recently  purchased  in  Taltal  nitrate  to  the  value  of 
about  20,000,000  pesos  Chilean  paper  currency  (approximately 
$3,250,000  United  States  currency). 

Xfleet  of  Xow  Exchasce  London-Bew  Toik. 

Bec^it  New  York  exchange  quotatic«is  on  London  ($4,645  sight 
Aug.  18)  have  given  scope  for  discussion  in  governmental  and 
financial  circles  as  to  the  advisability  of  establishing  Chilean  gM 
(nirrency  on  an  independent  basis. 

The  standard  of  Chilean  currency  is  the  gold  peso  of  18  pence 
sterling  and  in  general  gold  appropriations  made  by  the  Government 
were  in  terms  of  pounds  sterling.  A  recent  American  loan  made  to 
a  municipality  in  Chile,  in  which  the  Government  appropriation 
had  been  set  m  terms  of  pounds  sterling,  was  granted  m  American 
dollars,  the  contract  giving  the  pound  sterling  an  arbitrary  valua- 
tion of  $4.80  United  States  currency. 


TBAFFIC  ON  THE  ELBE. 
tCoDtal  Cbafles  L.  Hoorer,  Pracue,  Bohemia,  Austria.] 

With  reference  to  the  traffic  on  the  Bohemian  section  of  the  Elbe 
for  the  first  semester  of  1915  the  Prager  Tagblatt  for  July  21  pub- 
lished the  following  statements: 

The  war  has  Inflneuced  the  freight  traffic  on  the  EHbe  In  a  high  degree 
Through  the  export  embargo  on  flrtieles  which  are  transported  over  this  water- 
way In  normal  times  nnd  through  the  falling  off  in  the  production  of  brown 
coal  as  a  result  of  tlie  reduced  number  of  miners  aad  the  lack  of  rolling  stock  on 
the  tributary  railroads,  the  goods  offered  for  shipment  at  the  Eabe  freight 
landings  were  materially  Inss.  lu  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  the  totHl  of 
the  goods  shipped  was  5,200,000  metric  zentners  [zentner=220.46  pounds], 
against  9.200,000  zentners  for  the  like  period  In  1914.  The  reduction  of  the  truffle 
therefore  nnKtunts  to  4.000,000  zentners,  or  about  44  per  cent.  The  largest  full- 
ing off  was  In  Bohemian  brown  coal,  of  which  4,2il)0,000  zentners,  or  nearly 
2,000,000  zentners  less  than  for  the  corresponding  months  in  1914,  were  shipped. 

Besides  brown  coal,  the  exiwrt  over  tlie  BUbe  was  limited  to  comparatively 
small  quantities  of  barley,  malt,  beans,  bran,  and  oil  cake.  In  January  nnd 
February  100,000  zentners  of  barley  wore  exported,  but  thereafter  only  a  few 
small  lots  were  shipped.  The  export  of  malt  amounted  to  40,000  zentners, 
against  140.000  In  1914.  Furthermore,  there  pa.sgcd  throngh  the  castomlionse  at 
Bcbandau  outward  bound  00,000  zentners  of  beans,  30,000  of  bran,  and  32,000 
of  oil  cake  and  linseed.  The  export  of  sugar,  which  generally  plays  an  Impor- 
tant part  in  the  Elbe  traffic,  was  limited  to  the  small  amount  of  30,000  zentners, 
sent  to  neutral  countries  in  January.  In  the  flrvt  six  months  of  the  previous 
year  there  were,  in  comparison,  l,C0O.00O  sentners  loaded  on  tke  Elbe  boats  for 
export.  The  export  of  petroleum,  which  amounted  to  over  300.000  aentnen  la 
the  first  half  of  1914,  was  cut  off  entirely.  Further,  the  ^ipments  of  glassware, 
of  which  something  like  50,000  zentners  were  shipped  In  the  first  semester  of 
1914,  were  entirely  stopped.  The  shipment  of  beer  also  ceased,  while  In  1914 
about  52,000  zentners  were  exported  over  the  Elba  The  decnaae  la  tiM  ezppt 
of  lumber  for  this  period  amounted  to  over  100,000  zentners. 
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«'GETTINO  ACaiTAIirrE]) "  THBOXTGH  HABBIN  CONSTTIATB. 

[Consul  C.  K.  Moser,  Harbin,  Cbtna,  Aog.  3.] 

Trade-extension  work  in  the  Harbin  district  can  not  always 
follow  the  customary  lines.  Before  the  war  the  district  was  sup- 
plied principally  with  German,  Russian,  and  Japanese  goods ;  Amer- 
ican goods  are  comparatively  little  known  and  but  few  American 
houses  have  made  any  effort  to  secure  a  market  here.  Difficulties  in 
freight  and  shipping  facilities,  the  low  rate  of  the  ruble  during  the 
present  war,  the  unwillingness  of  American  firms  to  extend  long 
credits,  and  the  unfamiliarity  of  Harbin  firms  with  the  language, 
the  business  methods,  and  the  character  of  American  trade  are  such  as 
to  hamper  any  large  constructive  policy  in  trade  development. 

The  efforts  of  the  Harbin  consxilate  are  therefore  chiefly  confined 
to  introducing  Russian  firms  to  American  firms  by  correspondence 
or  American  traveling  representatives  to  local  business  men  through 
personal  interviews.  It  endeavors  to  be  personally  acquainted  with 
the  managers  of  every  importing  firm  in  the  district.  When  travel- 
ing representatives  come  here  it  mtroduces  them,  interprets  for  them, 
and  gives  them  such  commercial  information  as  may  be  useful  or 
available.  The  result  of  this  is  that  there  is  probably  no  order  given 
by  a  local  firm  to  an  American  house  until  the  local  firm  has  first 
consulted  with  this  consulate  as  to  its  advisability  and  as  to  the 
terms  that  may  be  arranged. 

Business  That  Kesalted. 

The  results  of  trade  letters  and  of  the  consulate's  commercial 
reports  are  rarely  reported  directly  and  there  is  therefore  nothing 
to  show  their  actual  value,  except  in  certain,  ^qses  where  all  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  exporter  and  importer  is  conducted  through 
this  ofBce.  It  has  been  ascertained,  however,  that  in  the  quarter 
ending  June  30,  1915,  an  order  for  $25,000  worth  of  a  well-Known 
American  shoe  was  placed  after  two  weeks  of  daily  interviews 
through  a  representative  of  this  office.  Watchcases,  cocoa  butter, 
cocoa,  coffee,  dried  and  canned  fruits,  roofing  materials,  pianos,  and 
bicycle  tubes  were  other  American  wares  for  which  orders  were 
placed  during  the  quarter  through  the  assistance  of  the  Harbin  con- 
sulate, and  negotiations  are  pending  for  furnishing  cranes,  scales, 
and  medical  supplies  to  the  local  representatives  of  two  important 
railways. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Harbin  consulate  to  assist  in  getting  first 
orders  placed,  believing  that  after  such  introduction  is  accomplished 
the  matter  oi  subsequent  orders  depends  upon  the  relations  estab- 
lished between  buyer  and  seller. 


FOPITLATIOir  OF  VENEZTTELA. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  I.a  Gualra,  Aug.  26.] 

According  to  the  census  of  1891,  the  latest  taken  in  Venezuela,  the 
population  was  2,323,527.  Official  estimates  for  March  31, 1915,  place 
it  at  2,812,668,  the  density  for  the  entire  country  being  7  persons  to 
the  square  mile. 

During  the  month  of  March  the  death  rate  was  1.7  and  the  birth 
rate  2.3  per  thousand. 
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[rroa  tbs  Ijeadon  nmei.] 

'  TTie  w»r  bas  caused  a  partial  rcTival  of  the  jet  industry  at  Whitby. 
Tlie  Whitby  jet  trade,  which  in  1860  employed  1,000  men,  and  a 
doeen  years  later  was  estimated  at  something  approaching  $500,000 
in  value,  had  fallen  to  very  small  proportiojis,  owing  to  changes  in 
fashion  and  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  shoddy  material.  Bat 
the  limitation  of  foreign  trade,  owing  to  the  war,  and  the  difBcnlty 
of  obtaining  sufficient  black  glass  &nd  other  substitutes  for  bangles, 
bnx>ches,  hatpins,  and  dress  ornaments,  tc^ether  with  the  prevalence 
of  mooming,  has  created  a  fresJi  demand,  and  all  the  local  workers 
are  now  again  busily  employed. 


The  decadence  of  this  English  jet  industry  was  described  by 
Consul  Chase,  at  Leeds,  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  of 
March  16,  1911,  as  follows: 

Whitby,  on  the  North  Sea  coast  in  this  district,  has  been  the  home 
of  the  jet  industry  of  England.  Jet  is  still  mined  there  and  made 
up  into  ornaments  for  personal  wear,  but  only  to  a  limited  extent. 
Rfty  years  ago  it  was  a  flourishing  industry,  giving  direct  emjdoy- 
ment  to  1,500  people  in  Whitby;  now  not  over  30  are  engaged  m  its 
production,  generally  old  people,  and  no  others  are  taKing  it  up. 
The  price  of  rough  je^  has  fallen  in  that  time  from  25  cents  an 
ounce  to  from  75  cents' t6  $2.90  per  pound. 

One  (dd  Whitby  work^-  now  plies  his  trade  in  Leeds  and  exposes 
his  wares  for  sale  at  th^  city  market  twice  a  week.  He  is  the  cmly 
(me  so  engaged  in  this  city.  Some  Spanish  jet,  which  is  harder  and 
more  brittle  than  the  English  vari^y,  is  imported  into  England. 
Fashion  has  decreed  the  disappearance  of  this  once  important  indtrs- 
iry  of  Whitby. 

CASADIAS  OOVEKNMEin  DEFIKITIOV  OF  lOBJiUSQS. 

(Censnl  FeUz  8.  8.  Jobnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Aug.  30.1 

The  Canadian  commercial  feeding  stuffs  act  of  1909  recognises 
two  classes  of  feeds:  First,  those  that  have  a  more  or  less  constant 
compositioii  and  can  be  defined  by  fixing  limiting  values;  this  class 
has  generally  been  held  to  include  bran,  shorts,  middlings,  and  so- 
called  chop  feeds.  Second,  those  that  are  manufactured  according 
to  a  formula  devised  by  the  manufacturer  and  considocd  as  pro- 
prietary products;  such  feeds  may  be  sold  only  under  the  regis- 
tration number  granted  by  the  Dominion  Department  of  Inland 
Revenue  and  are  known  on  the  market  as  re^stered  stock  feeds. 

The  limiting  values  fixed  for  shorts  or  middlings  were  determined 
by  the  analysis  of  a  large  number  of  samples  purchased  under  these 
names,  and  the  conclusion  reached  was  that  shorts  and  mi«i«<liTi^ 
must  be  regarded  as  practically  the  same  thing,  must  have  a  miai- 
mum  content  of  15  per  cent  of  protein  and  4  per  cent  of  fai,  tad  oca- 
tain  sot  m«ce  than  8  per  cent  of  fibec 
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AHEBICAN  HmnSTBIES  IN  ENGLAin). 

IConsul  Ross  E.  Holaday.  Manchester,  England,  Aug.  26.] 

Among  the  100  firms  which  have  established  works  at  Trafford 
Park — a  1^00-acre  estate  adjoining  Manchester  Docks — during  the 
last  18  years  are  a  number  of  American  concerns.  These  are  engaged 
in  diversified  manufacturing.  An  American  motor  car  company  has 
a  chassis  assembling  plant  with  a  daily  output  of  100  cars,  and  an- 
other building  for  constructing  complete  bodies  for  the  cars.  A 
Niagara  Falls  company  has  opened  a  carborundum  works.  A  south- 
em  cotton  oil  company  has  large  mills  here.  Two  American  con- 
cerns have  rubber  reclaiming  works  at  Trafford  Park.  An  English 
company  established  a  glucose  works  here  several  years  ago  and  are 
now,  of  course,  competing  with  American  manufacturers  of  glucose 
who  ship  to  England. 

[Exports  of  glucose  from  the  United  States  to  the  United  King- 
dom, by  recent  fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  have  been  as  follows: 
1913,  117,809,070  pounds;  1914,  127,202,357  pounds;  1915,  99,085,151 
pounds.] 

A  Canadian  company  has  a  register  works  at  Trafford  Park,  while 
domestic  industrial  enterprises  are  very  numerous  here.  An  English 
textilose  company  manufactures  yarn  as  a  jute  substitute  out  of  wood 
pulp.  Electrical  cranes,  electric  cables,  lead  pipe,  cliemicals,  etc.,  are 
produced  in  various  factories. 

The  Port  of  Manchester  Warehouses  (Ltd.)  have  recently  pro- 
vided storage  facilities  at  Trafford  Park  totaling  150,000  tons'  ca- 
pacity. Part  of  this  is  for  raw  cotton,  which  is  stored  in  fireproof 
safes,  erected  on  a  new  principle.  In  fact,  the  superiority  of  this  type 
of  cotton  warehouse  was  so  obvious  that  last  aiitumn  the  New  Orleans 
Harbor  Board  sent  its  engineer  to  Trafford  Park  to  study  it.  The 
result  is  that  the  model  cotton  warehouses  now  being  erected  at  New 
Orleans  [described  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  March 
1 9, 1914]  are  all  on  the  "  safe  "  principle. 

A  belt  railway  connects  the  factories  in  Trafford  Park  with  the 
rails  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  and  all  export  and  import  traffic 
is  handled  at  the  nominal  charge  of  12  cents  per  long  ton.  This 
eliminates  all  the  cartage  and  handling  charges  which  are  usually 

Say  able  at  most  English  ports.    Nowhere  else  in  the  United  King- 
om  can  merchandise  be  handled  between  general  cargo  steamers  and 
factories  at  so  low  a  cost. 


BAILWAT  EABNINGS  IN  VENEZTTELA. 

[Consul  Ilomci:  Brett,  I.a  Gualra,  Aug.  25.] 

The  12  railways  in  Venezuela  have  a  total  length  of  860  kilometers 
(534  miles)  and  a  total  invested  capital  of  195,213,364  bolivars 
J(bolivar  =  $0,193).  For  the  first  three  months  of  1915  income 
amounted  to  3,580,356  bolivars  and  expenditures  to  1,821,622  bolivars, 
leaving  a  net  operating  income  of  1,758,733  bolivars.  Of  the  entire 
income  671,702  bolivars  was  from  passenger  traffic.  Two  of  the 
smaller  roads  showed  a  net  loss  for  the  period.  To  complete  their 
contracts  with  the  Government  three  of  the  railways  have  yet  to  con- 
struct, respectively,  37  kilometers,  42  kilometers,  and  23  kilometers  of 
line. 
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HONOLULU  TO  E&YE  ITEW  COALIB&  STAnOV. 

[cupping  from  PadBc  Commercial  Advertiser  for  Aox.  27,  transmitted  lir  A.  P.  Taylor, 

correspondent.] 

A  coaling  plant  ten  times  the  size  of  the  present  one  vill  be  erected 
by  the  Inter-Island  Steam  Navigation  Co.  on  the  Kalihi  side  of  tbm 
harbor.  A  report  to  this  nflFect  was  carried  to  officials  of  the  navigm- 
tion  company  yesterday  and  confirmed.  It  "was  said  that  they  had 
just  closed  a  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  plant  with  the  C  W. 
Hunt  Co.  of  New  York  City.  Con6tructi<m  will  proceed  rapidly.  By 
the  time  the  dredging  has  oeen  finished  the  plant  material  will  haT* 
arrived  and  the  towers  may  be  erected  simultaneously  with  the  docic 
It  is  planned  to  have  the  plant  completed  and  in  operatiim  by  July  1 
of  next  year. 

The  new  station  will  have  165,000  tons  storage  capacity  (the  ca- 
pacity of  the  present  plant  being  25,000  tons)  and  will  consist  of  two 
tmloading  towers,  each  with  a  capacity  of  200  tons  per  hour.  Tlwre 
will  be  a  traveling  bridge  with  a  span  of  160  feet,  carrying  coal-re- 
claiming machinery  with  a  capacity  of  250  tons  an  hour.  There  will 
be  installed  a  coal  reloading  equipment  to  coal  vessels  of  any  size 
alongside  the  dock.  The  coaling  berths  will  accommodate  seven  ves- 
sels alongside  the  pier.  Six  may  be  coaled  at  the  same  time.  Any 
vessel  that  can  enter  the  harbor  can  be  accommodated. 

At  the  end  of  the  pier  will  be  large  elevated  storage  bunkers  for 
immediate  delivery  to  vessels  at  the  dock.  The  coal  as  it  passes  into 
vessels  will  be  weired  by  a  registering  apparatus.  The  entire  sys- 
tem will  be  electrically  operated,  including  the  coal  transfer  system 
with  its  cars.  The  wharf  will  be  of  the  most  modem  and  pemunent 
t3rpe.  The  material  in  it  will  be  reinforced  concr^e.  The  cost  of  tlie 
improvement  is  apportioned  in  the  following  maimer:  Land, 
$350,000;  dredging  work,  $200,000;  wharf,  $150,000  or  ^00,000: 
plant,  $200,000  or  $250,000. 


GEOBOIAN  CERCnJIT  FOB  ATTTOMOBILES  OFENED. 

[Coosal  R.  B.  Kosher,  Victoria,  B.  C,  Canada,  Aog.  23.) 

The  (jeorgian  Circuit  is  a  500-mile  scenic  and  utilitarian  highway, 
and  is  an  important  step  in  an  international  good-roads  movement, 
which  has  been  conceived  and  fostered  by  a  few  far-sighted,  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  Victoria,  Vancouver,  Seattle,  and  Tncoma. 

The  circuit  tour  in  order  of  leaving  Victoria  is  as  follows:  Vic- 
toria, B.  C.,  Port  Angeles,  Wash.,  Port  Townsend,  Wash.,  Olympia, 
Wadi.,  Tacoma,  Wasli.,  Seattle,  Wash.,  Everett,  Wash.,  Bellin^am, 
Wash.,  Blaine,  Wash.,  New  Westminster,  B.  C,  Vancouver,  B.  C., 
Nanaimo,  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C,  Duncan,  Vancouver  Island,  B.  CL, 
and  Victoria,  Vancouver  Island,  B.  C.  This  tour  includes  two  ferry 
services,  one  between  Vancouver  and  Nanaimo  and  the  other  between 
Victoria  and  Port  Angeles. 

By  taking  in  the  side  trips  the  distance  may  be  increased  to  1,400 
miles.  Customs  officials  on  both  sides  of  the  line  are  courteous  and 
little  or  no  delay  is  occasioned. 
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FOBEKH  TABIFFS. 

AXOEHTHIA. 

[Botetln  Ofldal,  Julr  21,  1815.] 

Standards  for  Forage  Plant  Seeds. 

An  Argentine  decree  of  July  5,  1915,  which  is  to  go  into  effect  six 
months  from  that  date,  prohibits  the  importation  into  Argentina  of 
consignments  of  alfalfa  seed  and  other  forage-plant  seeds  contain- 
ing more  than  10  grains  of  dodder  per  kilo,  or  those  of  a  germinal 
power  (valor  cultural)  of  less  than  60  per  cent.  Shipments  of  such 
seeds  are  to  be  analyzed  by  the  Argentine  agricultural  authorities 
upon  importation,  and,  if  they  are  found  not  to  comply  with  the 
requirements,  must  be  returned  to  the  country  of  exportation  or 
placed  in  a  warehouse  designated  for  the  purpose  and  cleaned  at  the 
expense  of  the  importer;  otherwise  the  consignment  is  to  be  de- 
stroyed without  remuneration-  The  importation  of  such  seeds  is 
limited  by  the  decree  to  the  ports  of  Buenos  Aires,  Bosario,  and 
Baliia  Blanca. 

[Boletfn  Oficlal,  Jdly  22,  1016.] 

Zxmptiim  of  XiUtaiy  Xlrearms. 

According  to  an  Argentine  decree  of  July  21,  1915,  the  exemption 
from  import  duty  prescribed  by  the  customs  tariff  for  firearms  for 
military  use,  and  munitions  therefor,  is  to  be  limited  to  firearms 
imported  bv  the  Government  for  purposes  of  national  defwise  and 
those  of  a  Kind  adopted  by  various  foreign  nations  for  use  in  their 
armies.  Ammunition,  as  well  as  apparatus  necessary  for  the  trans- 
portation and  efficient  operation  of  such  guns,  is  to  be  entitled  to 
free  admi^ion.  Under  the  former  interpretation  of  the  tariff  pro- 
vision exempting  military  supplies  from  duty,  free  admission  was 
extended  to  gtms  of  any  model  having  a  bore  of  more  than  5  milli- 
meters and  a  projectile  of  weight  exceeding  5  grams,  as  well  as  to 
ammunition  and  accessories  therefor.  Aumority  must  be  ohtained 
for  the  importation  of  munitions  of  war  not  consigned  to  the  Argen- 
tine Government. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Aug.  26,  191S.] 
Saty  on  Kice. 

According  to  a  recent  ruling  of  the  Argentine  Minister  of  Finance, 
"cargo"  or  partly  cleaned  nee  is  to  be  dutiable  at  27  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  the  rate  prescribed  for  articles  not  specified  in  the  tariff, 
including  surtax,  instead  of  under  tariff  No.  119,  whidi  provides  for 
a  duty  of  0.005  peso  per  kilo  ($0.22  per  100  pounds)  on  rice  in  the 
husk.  Rice  prepared  for  immediate  consumption  is  dutiable  under 
tariff  No.  118  at  0.02  peso  per  kilo  ($0,875  per  100  pounds). 

BRITISH  HONSV&AS. 

(Gazette  Extraordinary,  Sept  2,  1915.] 

Temporary  Exemptions  from  Bnty. 

Under  authority  conferred  by  the  "War  Tariff  Ordinance,  1914, 
the  governor  of  British  Honduras,  by  an  order  of  September  1, 1915, 
declared  the  following  products  exempt  from  import  duty  for  a 
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period  of  three  months  from  that  date:  Iron  roofing  and  guttering, 
including  pipes  and  other  accessories  therefor ;  linseed  oil ;  paints  and 
varnishes,  including  driers.  The  suspended  duty  on  the  above  arti- 
cles is  15  per  cent  ad  valorem,  the  rate  applicable  to  articles  not 
specified  in  the  tariff. 

By  another  decree  of  the  same  date  a  specific  duty  of  1  cent  ($0.01) 
per  pound  on  lard  was  substituted  for  the  rate  of  15  per  cent  ad 
valorem  formerly  applicable. 

CAHAOA. 

[Customs  Memorandum  1047B,  Sept.  9,  1915.] 
Prohibition  of  Animal  Frodncts  from  TTnlted  States. 

The  regulations  governing  tht  importation  into  Canada  of  certain 
animal  and  other  products,  originally  promulgated  May  9, 1915,  have 
been  annulled,  and  new  regulations,  which  are  to  continue  in  effect 
for  three  months  from  September  9,  1915,  prescribed.  The  importa- 
tion of  animals,  or  of  the  flesh,  hides,  wool,  hoofs,  horns,  or  other 
parts  of  animals,  as  well  as  of  hay,  straw,  fodder,  or  manure,  is  now 
prohibited  from  the  following  States  and  from  Alaska  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia:  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 
Louisiana,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota. 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ten- 
nessee, Vermont,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  Wisconsin.  Excep- 
tions to  the  above  proliibition  are  made,  as  shown  in  the  following 
paragraphs : 

Dogs,  cats,  pet  birds,  live  pigeons,  menagerie  or  wild  animals  (ex- 
cei)t  deer),  and  in  certain  cases  horses  are  not  subject  to  the  above  re- 
strictions, and  live  poultry  may  be  admitted  when  accompanied  by 
affidavit  from  the  shipper  stating  that  the  same  is  the  product  of  a 
State  not  under  Federal  quarantine.  One-day-old  chicks  are  to  be 
admitted  without  restriction,  but  importation  of  any  poultry  in  crates 
containing  hay  or  straw  is  prohibited.  Cured  and  cooked  meats, 
lard  and  tallow,  and  butter  and  eggs  are  to  be  entitled  to  unrestricted 
entry. 

Dressed  meats,  live  poultir,  hay,  hides,  and  wool  will  be  permitted 
to  pass  through  Canada  in  bond  in  sealed  cars,  when  en  route  from 
one  point  in  the  United  States  to  another,  after  satisfactory  disinfec- 
tion at  the  Canadian  port  of  entry. 

The  following  products  may  be  imported  when  accompanied  by 
the  required  certificate  from  an  official  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  In- 
dustry, United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  or  other  desig- 
nated officer:  Dressed  meats,  fresh  or  cured;  dressed  poultn^;  milk 
and  cream;  wool  and  hair;  hay  and  straw  for  packing.  Feathers 
securely  packed  and  consigned  to  manufacturers  will  be  admitted 
if  accompanied  by  shipper's  affidavit  that  they  are  not  from  infected 
premises.  The  importation  of  hides  and  of  dressed  hogs  is  permitted 
under  certain  circumstances. 

Hides,  wool,  and  hair  from  countries  other  than  the  United  States 
may  be  admitted  into  Canada  from  this  country  when  accompanied 
by  affidavit  from  the  shipper  that  the  consignment  is  of  foreign 
origin  and  has  not  been  in  contact  with  domestic  hides. 
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Animals  and  animal  products,  also  hay  and  straw,  may  be  im- 
ported fr(»n  the  following  States  when  accompanied  by  an  affidavit 
showing  their  origin  and  stating  that  they  have  not  been  unloaded 
en  route  in  any  State  not  included  in  the  list :  North  Dakota,  South 
Dakota,  Montana,  Washington,  Oregon,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Nebraska, 
C<Jorado,  Utah,  Nevada,  California,  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Okla- 
homa, and  Texas.  Hay  (other  than  for  packing)  may  also  be  ad- 
mitted from  parts  of  Michigan  and  from  Vermont 

[A  copy  oi  the  new  regulations  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  will  be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon 
application.] 

SAIYAOOR. 
[DIario  OBdal,  Aug.  17.  1915.] 
Kill  Certlflcate  for  Tleur  Shipments. 

A  presidential  decree  of  August  16,  1915,  provides  that  consular 
invoices  for  flour  exported  to  Salvador  be  accompanied  by  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  mill,  giving  the  brand  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  consignment,  such  certificate  to  be  viseed  by  an  agent  of  the  pure- 
food  authorities  of  the  country  of  origin.  Salvadorian  consuls  are 
instructed  not  to  legalize  invoices  for  flour  shipments  unless  the 
above  requirement  be  observed. 


AMERICAN  TT7EWBITESS  FOPULAS  IN  BUBKA. 

[Consul  Maxirell  K.  Moorhead,  Rangoon,  Bnt'nUi,  July  16.] 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  317  typewriters,  val- 
ued at  $16,750,  were  imported  from  all  foreim  countries  into  Burma, 
according  to  official  figures  supplied  by  the  Chief  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms, Rangoon.  Of  this  total  the  United  States  supplied  197  ma- 
chines, valued  at  $9,780,  and  the  United  Kingdom  113  madunes, 
valued  at  $6,540. 

These  figures  do  not  fully  represent  the  number  of  American  type- 
writers imported,  as  many  machines  are  brought  into  Rangoon  irom 
agencies  in  Calcutta  and  Bombay  and  are  recorded  in  the  customs 
returns  under  "All  other  machinery  "  imported  from  India.  From 
statistics  gathered  from  the  sales  books  oi  principal  dealere  approxi- 
mately 600  American  typewriters  were  sold  in  Burma  durmg  the 
calendar  year  1914,  as  opposed  to  500  in  1913. 


lUPSOVINO  VENEZUELAN  TEASE. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gualra,  Aug.  26.] 

That  Venezuelan  merchants  are  adapting  themselves  to  changed 
coflimercial  conditions  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  while  the  imports 
at  La  Guaira  for  the  last  six  months  of  1914  were  only  7,169,990 
bolivars  (bolivar  =  $0,193)  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915  they 
amounted  to  16,000,000  bolivars. 

For  the  first-named  period  merchandise  to  the  value  of  3,237,129 
bolivars  came  from  the  United  States,  while  the  corresponding  value 
for  the  second  period  was  only  slightly  less  than  10,000,000  bolivars. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  tlune  30,  1915,  160,606  sacks  of  coco 
and  141,793  sacks  of  coffee  were  exported  from  La  Guaira. 
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FOEEIGN  TEADE  OPPORTTINITIES. 

(Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  or  Its  braacA 

olllcea.] 

Orchid*  and  bulis.  No.  18353. — ^A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In 
India  states  that  a  flru  In  his  district  desires  to  obtain  a  market  for 
Burmese  orchids  and  bult)s  In  the  United  States.  It  wishes  to  advertise  In 
gardening  papers  and  periodicals  that  specialize  in  matters  pertaining  to 
plants  and  flowers.  It  is  suggested  that  editors  of  such  papers  send  their 
rates  for  advertising. 

Caustic  soda.  No.  18354. — A  firm  in  Italy  wishes  to  establish  commercial  rela- 
tions with  American  firms  dealing  in  caustic  soda  and  other  chemical  prod- 
ucts,  Keferences  given. 

Vegetable  drugs.  No.  18355. — A  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  It  Is  in  the  market  for  large  quantities  of  American 
vegetable  drugs  and  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  selling  cascara  bark, 
sassafras  bark,  mandrake  root,  enonymus  bark,  bayberry  bark,  slippery 
elm  bark,  and  other  similar  drugs. 

Piano  parts.  No.  18.350. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  firms  dealing  in 
piano  strings,  wires,  etc.    Catalogues  and  price  lists  are  solicited. 

Paper,  pencils,  and  ink.  No.  18357. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer 
In  Greece  states  that  a  local  firm  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication 
with  American  manufacturers  of  white  paiier  not  of  wood  pnlp,  white  paper 
of  wood  pulp,  white  paper  for  newspapers,  cellulose  paper  glased  on  one 
side,  paper  for  posters,  paper  for  making  different  kinds  of  envelopes,  pen- 
cils. Ink,  and  erasers.  It  is  requested  that  samples  of  these  paiiers,  together 
with  dimensions  and  quotations,  be  forwarded  at  once,  as  American  paper  Is 
practically  unknown  in  that  market.  Quotations  should  t>e,  preferably, 
c.  1.  f.  Patras  or  f.  o.'b.'New  York. 

Household  specialties.  No.  18358. — An  American  consular  officer  in  South  Africa 
transmits  the  name  of  a  man  who  desires  to  secure  the  sole  agency  and 
representation  of  Amerit^u  manufacturers  of  household  specialities.  Cata- 
logues, price  lists,  and  literature  are  requested.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Stationery,  No.  18358. — An  opportunity  exists  for  the  sale  of  American  station- 
ery, printed  and  lithographed,  in  South  Afiica,  accordlag  to  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  an  American  consular  officer.  Large  business  firms  have  re- 
quested that  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  other  literature  be  sent  at  once. 
Samples  showing  the  character  of  the  work  required,  but  which  must  be 
of  a  better  quality,  Is  submitted.    (Itefer  to  file  No.  64975.) 

Glassware,  No.  1S3C0. — A  traveling  salesman  in  France  would  like  to  be  placed 
in  direct  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  glassware  with 
a  view  to  l)ecoming  an  agent.  He  Is  particularly  interested  In  lamp  chim- 
neys and  an  Illustration  of  the  kind  desired  Is  submitted  with  the  report, 
and  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
64784.)    Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 

Match-making  machinery.  No.  18361. — A  man  in  the  Far  East  informs  an  Amer- 
ican consul  that  he  contemplates  building  a  match  factory,  and  desires  that 
American  manufacturers  of  match-making  machinery  send  catalogues, 
price  lists,  and  any  other  literature  of  interest 

Photographic  paper.  No.  18362. — There  is  a  demand  in  Italy  for  photograpblc 
paper,  samples  of  which  have  been  forwarded  by  an  American  consul,  and 
may  be  Inspected  at  the  buretiu  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
65369.)  Samples  and  prices,  c.  i.  f.  Naples,  should  be  furnished  the  con- 
sulate. 

Electrical  supplies.  No.  18363. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in 
Spain  states  that  a  firm  Is  In  the  market  for  metal  iMirts  for  electric  light 
bulbs  manufactured  by  American  firms.  Prices  and  catalogues  are  rs- 
quested  immediately.    Correspondence  should  be  in  French  or  Spanish. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


jbOMMEBCB  SEFOBTB.  lS8d 

Vtbktii*  an4  plated  copper  sheet.  No.  18364.— A  company  In  Switzerland  engaged 
In  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  plumbing  and  sanitary  supplies,  central 
lieatlng,  eta,  has  requested  an  American  consular  officer  to  place  it  In  com- 
munication wltb  American  manufacturers  of  nlckelin  and  plated  copper 
sheet;  that  is,  copper  sheet  rolled  with  nickel  (not  electro-nickel  plated), 
such  as  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ecuUery  sinks.  Correspondence  may 
'    be  In  English. 

Drug*,  etc..  No.  18365. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Japan  reports  that  a 
firm  desires  to  import  industrial  drugs  and  raw  materials  for  paper  manu- 
facture. It  states  that  if  favorable  connections  can  lie  secured  business 
will  be  transacted  on  a  basis  of  confirmed  letters  of  credit. 

Ooal,  No.  1S366. — A  firm  in  Chile  desires  to  communicate  with  American  ex- 
porters of  coal  suitable  for  household  use.  Imports  will  be  made.  If  quali- 
ties and  prices  are  suitable,  in  cargo  lots.  The  firm  is  disposed  to  place  a 
'  sample  order  for  600  tons  at  once.  It  Is  stated  that  steamers  arriving  at 
Chilian  itorts  with  coal  would  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  return  cargoes 
of  nitrate  or  minerals  for  the  United  States. 

General  merchandise.  No.  18367. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports 
that  a  firm  of  importers  nnd  commission  agents  desires  to  corre^wnd  with. 
American  manufacturers  of  glassware,  glass  beads,  cutlery,  toys,  Imitatioa 
gold  and  silver  thread,  bronze  powders,  papers,  and  sundry  goods.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Fiher  hoards.  No.  18368. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  the 
United  Kingdom  states  that  a  British  manufacturer  desires  to  obtain 
various  qualities  of  grained  fiber  boards.  Firms  interested  should  submit 
samples  and  prices.  Samples  of  the  fiber  boards  desired  may  be  Inspected 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  65593.) 

Sp»om  t»lt  and  magnesmm  sulphate.  No.  18369. — ^A  commission  firm  in  Portugal 
is  in  the  market  for  large  quantities  of  epsem  salt  and  magnesium  sulphate. 
Terms  cash  against  documents,  and  firm  desires  .telegraphic  offers  through 
the  American  consulate.  References  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
Etagllsb. 

ALGERIA'S  FSTJIT  PEODTTbTiON. 

[Consul  Dean  B.  Mnson,  Algiers,  Aug.  18.] 

No  statistics  are  compiled  nor  estimates  made  by  the  Algerian 
Bureau  of  Agriculture  as  to  the  production  of  citrus  fruit  in  this 
colony,  and  smce  an  important  part  of  the  crop  is  raised  bjr  small 
growers  for  local  consumption,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
obtain  even  approximately  accurate  priTate  information  on  this 
subject. 

The  only  statistics  as  to  Algerian  citrus  fruit  relate  to  the  quanti- 
ties exported  and  are  furnished  by  the  customhouse.  These  showed 
shipments  of  10,154,940  pounds  of  mandarins  and  4,387,420  pounds 
of  oranges  and  lemons  during  1914;  in  1913  the  corresponding  figures 
were  10,579,100  pounds  and  4,174,675  pounds.  With  the  exception 
of  1,100  pounds  of  mandarins  wliich  were  exported  to  foreign  coun- 
tries the  citrus  fruit  shipped  from  Algeria  in  1914  went  to  France. 

Since  many  of  the  citrus  trees  in  Algeria  are  scattered  in  gardens, 
orchards,  and  fields,  no  statistics  as  to  area  planted  are  kept. 

Improvement  of  Philippine  Copra. 

The  new  committee  appointed  by  the  executive  government  at 
Manila  to  study  the  copra  or  coconut-meat  industry  in  the  Philip- 
pines is  making  its  investigations.  Attention  has  been  called  to  the 
higher  quality  of  copra  produced  in  Ceylon,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
if  the  Philippine  copra  were  cured  as  carefully  it  would  bring  $1,500,- 
000  more  income. 
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PBOPOSAIS  FOE  GOVEBNMENT  SUPPLIES  AND  COHSTETJCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  the  offlcei  named,  and  spedflcatlons  can  usually 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbejr  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  malUne  lists  of  such  oCSces  to  receive  notices  '•«'""g 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navif  Department  aupplies.  No.  2632. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Na\'y  Department,  Wnshlngton,  D.  C,  on- 
tU  October  5. 1915,  for  the  following  material :  Bidders  should  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  the  schedule  numbers 
desired:  Schedule  8760,  tinned  salmon,  and  crated  tea  In  half  chests; 
schedule  ST77,  duster  brushes,  dust  and  floor-sweeping  brushes,  and  paint 
brushes;  schedule  8778,  angles,  bar,  channels,  and  sheet  steel;  schedule 

8779,  emery  cloth,  lard  oil,  padlocks,  and  ships'  fishing  seines;  schedule 

8780,  geared  head  lathes,  18  inches  by  8  feet  and  16  Inches  by  6  feet; 
metal  boring  and  turning  mill,  12  feet,  and  trimming  press;  schedule  8781, 
turntable  lathe,  2^  by  26;  schedule  8782,  upright  drills,  21  Inches; 
double  emery  grinders,  12  Inches;  screw-cutting  engine  lathes,  and 
crank  shapers,  16  Inches;  schedule  8783,  white  ash.  basswood,  beech, 
cedar  for  boat  builders'  use,  Port  Orford  cedar,  white  cedar,  cypress 
for  boat  building,  Louisiana  red  cypress,  Douglas  fir,  common  hick- 
ory, laurel,  mahogany,  white  oak.  North  Carolina  pine,  yellow  pine,  jti- 
low  poplar,  and  redwood;  schedule  8784.  steel  tanks,  8  feet  by  6  Inches, 
and  metul-flle  units;  schedule  8785,  wheat  flour  in  export  bags;  schedule 
8786,  salt;  schedule  8788,  rubber  gaskets,  test  pumps,  gimbal  rings,  and  spe- 
cial square-hole  socket  wrenches ;  schedule  8789,  chain  cable ;  schedule  8790, 
seamless  drawn-steel  pipe;  schedule  87895,  paint  brushes,  rubber  hose,  2J 
inches;  rubber  hose  to  wash  deck,  li  inches;  motor-boat  lights  after  range; 
white  sail  cotton  thread.  4-ply  flax  twine;  and  brass  valves  for  hose  gate; 
schedule  8796,  alcohol  In  tank  cars,  drop  black  in  oil,  Prussian  blue  in 
oil,  lampblack,  white' ,(ead  in  oil,  litharge,  amber-colored  mineral  oil,  and 
whale  oil ;  schedule  8797,  fog  bells  for  power  boats,  emery  cloth,  expanders 
for  hose  couplings,  scaling  hammers,  copper-cut  nails,  long-grain  spelter 
solder,  and  steel  wire  rope  thimbles;  schedule  8798,  wrought  Iron  for 
blacksmith's  use  and  steel  floor  plates;  schedule  8799,  clear  cypress,  firsts 
and  seconds;  hickory,  firsts  and  seconds;  sound  oak,  yellow  pine,  No.  2; 
white  pine.  No.  2;  Virginia  pine  and  N.  C.  partition  pine;  schedule 
8800,  A.  C.  fans,  110  volts,  60  cycle;  rubber-covered  wire,  solid  and 
single;  lighting  and  power  duplex  wire;  and  shlp-llghtlng  cable; 
schedule  8801,  galvanized  steel  conduits,  interior  communication  cable, 
telephone  cable,  single-conductor  plain  cable,  double  conductor  wire,  plain 
twin-conductor  wire,  and  leaded  and  armored  twin-conductor  wire;  schedule 
8802,  hydraulic  turbine  tube  cleaners,  and  check,  angle,  globe  brass  valves; 
and  schedule  8803,  fine  Albany,  Jersey  fire,  Lumbertou  molding,  heavy  mold- 
ing, light  molding,  and  Iron  core  sand.  Bids  will  be  received  until  October 
12,  1915,  for  the  following  articles :  Schedule  8761,  tinned  prunes ;  schedule 
8765,  main  revolution  and  secondary,  and  revolution  log  and  register  coun- 
ters, torsion  meters;  schedule  8766,  electrically-driven  pumps  and  valves; 
and  schedule  8767,  electric-traveling  20-ton  crane  and  foundry  crane ;  sched- 
ule 8787,  Bteel-wlre  rope,  {  Inches,  and  double-purchase  winches;  schedule 
8791,  flour  In  export  bags,  flour  in  tins;  schedule  8792,  Class  A  steel  and 
Class  B  steel ;  schedule  8793,  rubber  ferrules  for  tables,  etc.,  garden  hose 
}  inches,  sheet  lead,  and  water-closets  for  ships;  schedule  8794,  looCa 
sponges;  and  schedule  8804,  auxiliary  condensers,  boiler  Injectors,  single- 
acting  air  pumps,  fuel  oil  pumps,  and  feed  fire  pumps  with  valves.  Bids  will 
be  opened  October  19,  1915,  for  schedule  8762,  tinned  peaches  and  tinned 
pears. 

Construction  work,  No.  2633. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  ontll 
October  13, 1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical  equip- 
ment, lighting  fixtures,  and  approaches)  for  the  United  States  post  office  at 
Naugatuck,  Conn.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Naugatuck  or  at  the  Washington  office. 
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Riprap  hulkhetUt,  TXo.  2634.^-Se8led  proposalft  wlB  be  receiyed  at  the  office  of 
the  lighthouse  inspector,  Tompkinsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  October  4,  1915,  for 
furnishing  lalKir  aad  materiitl  for  building  a  riprap  bulkhead  wall  and 
.  making  repairs  to  the  Jetty  at  Point  Comfort  IJght  Station,  Keanaborg, 
K.  J.  Blank  proposals  and  particnlars  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the 
abore  oflice. 

Centtrtietitm  work.  No.  2635. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  receired  at  the  Super- 
Tialng  Architect's  office.  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  7,  1915,  for  the  constmction  complete  (Including  mechanical  equip- 
ment) of  medical  officers'  quarters  at  United  States  Marine  Hospital,  Wil- 
mington, N.  C.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
costodian  at  Wilmington  or  at  the  Washington  office. 


FBENCH  FIEMS  COHBIirE  IS  EXPOBT  CATALOeTJE. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of 
an  export  catalogue  of  French  industries  which,  should  prove  of  great 
interest  to  American  manufacturers  and  importers,  as  it  shows  the 
great  energy  of  the  French  manufacturers  and  their  determination 
to  stay  in  the  export  field  notwithstanding  the  great  difficulties 
caused  by  the  European  war.  The  catalogue  contains  announce- 
ments in  detail  of  548  manufacturers  from  all  parts  of  France.  It 
advertises  1,602  different  kinds  of  articles,  and  almost  all  the  an- 
nouncements and  advertisements  are  printed  in  three  or  four  lan- 
fuagcs.  Some  are  even  printed  in  eight  languages,  including  Greek, 
apanese,  and  Chinese.  Notwithstanding  the  general  standstill  of 
business,  owing  to  the  war,  the  catalogue,  which  in  its  1913-14  is?ue 
contained  only  l&l  pages,  contains  247  pages  in  its  1915  edition.  It 
forms  an  excdlent  guide  to  French  manufactii^r^rs,  and  may  be  con- 
sulted at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 


VEGETABLE  SOAP  FOB  THE  lEOBOS. 

In  a  recent  communication  to  Gov.  Carpenter,  of  the  Department 
of  Mindanao  and  Sulu,  the  Philippine  Manufacturing  Co.  states  that 
the  company  "  is  now  in  a  position  to  supply  you  with  soap  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Moros.  We  are  taking  special  care  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  soap,  which  we  guarantee  to  meet  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  people  of  your  country  in  so  far  as  their  religion  and 
other  considerations  are  concerned."  The  use  of  animal  fats  by  Mo- 
hammedans is  forbidden. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conuneree. 

Hew  York,  Soom  409  TTnlted  Statei  Customhouse;  Boston,  7S2  Oliver  BnildiHg; 
Chicago,  604  Federal  XnlliMng;  St.  louis,  400  Third  Katlonal  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Ofdce  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San 
yraBclsco,  306  United  States  Cnstomhoose ;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  oiBces:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Cham1>er  of 
Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamlier  of  Conuneree. 


A  new  hoaery  manufacturing  enterprise  at  Derby,  England,  is  re- 
peated by  Consul  Hitch;  it  is  the  Derwent  Hosiery  Co.,  Ltd.,  cap- 
italized at  $100,000. 
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OBOirsE  SHOOTDfa  nr  obeat  bbitadt. 

[Consul  Aogastos  E.  Intrram,  Bradford,  Aug.  19.) 

The  12th  of  August  is  the  opening  day  for  the  grouse-shooting 
season,  but  this  year  there  has  not  been  the  usual  rush  to  the  York- 
shire moors  and  to  Scotland.  Many  of  the  large  shootings,  especially 
in  Scotland,  have  not  been  let,  and  even  where  proprietors  have 
been  successful  in  securing  tenants  they  have  had  to  accept  con- 
siderably lower  rents. 

In  order  to  prevent  overstocking  of  the  moors,  which  is  apt  to 
result  in  damage  being  done  to  crops  by  the  game  and  also  in  the 
spread  of  disease  among  the  birds,  the  House  of  Lords  introduced 
a  bill  to  open  the  season  earlier  than  the  established  date,  but  it 
did  not  become  law.  Lord  Lovatt,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
said  that  the  total  grouse  rents  of  Great  Britain  amount  to  nearly 
a  million  pounds  sterling  ($4,866,500)  per  annum,  and  "over  and 
above  that  the  amount  spent  by  strangers,  who  are  often  foreigners, 
is  probably  an  equivalent  sum.  The  rental  per  acre  of  grouse  moors 
is  often  ten  times  as  much  as  the  rental  per  acre  for  grazing." 
Donated  to  Charity — Effect  on  Crops. 

It  is  said  that  in  an  average  year  about  2,000,000  grouse  are  killed, 
and  at  a  time  like  this  when  prices  of  meat  have  risen  so  considerably 
it  would  be  wrong  to  allow  such  a  supply  of  food  to  be  wasted.  More- 
over, in  many  instances  wise  and  charitable  arrangements  for  the 
disposal  of  the  birds  have  been  made,  the  King,  for  example,  having 
given  orders  that  all  game  killed  on  his  own  moors,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  required  by  the  Boyal  household,  shall  be  distributed 
among  the  naval  and  military  hospitals. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  the  curtailment  of  shooting  might 
result  in  an  unusual  number  of  birds  to  prey  on  farmers'  crops,  it  is 
perhaps  of  interest  to  state  that  complaints  of  such  damJage  in  York- 
shire have  been  rare.  Grain-eating  birds  like  the  pheasant  and  part- 
ridge are  not  preserved  to  so  large  an  extent  as  grouse.  The  grouse 
keep  closely  to  the  great  tracts  of  neather  on  the  moors  and  offer  little 
or  no  menace  to  farm  crops. 


TAPAITESE  INTEBEST  Dir  CHDTESE  dTBEElTCT. 

[Extract  from   Japan  Times  of  Anc.   10,   by  Consul  General   George   H.   Scldmoic> 

Yokohama.] 

A  petition  is  reported  to  have  been  filed  by  some  sections  of  the 
Japanese  business  men  interested  in  Manchuria  and  Mongolia  vith 
the  Ministers  of  Finance  and  Agriculture  and  Commerce  for  the 
unification  of  currency  in  those  Provinces.  For  some  time  past 
they  have  been  conferring  among  themselves  as  to  the  improvemcDt 
of  the  chance  presented  by  the  conclusion  of  new  treaties  between 
Japan  and  China,  as  a  result  of  which  the  petition  has  apparently, 
been  lodged  with  the  two  ministries.  In  the  statement  presented  it 
is  said  to  have  been  stated  that  the  irre^larity  of  the  currency  sys- 
tem in  China,  the  northern  Provinces  in  particular,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Japanese  merchants  who  desire 
to  have  to  do  with  those  two  northern  divisions  of  China. 
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AMEBICAN  DBUGS  IN  HONGEONO. 

(Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Aug.  4.] 

There  has  been  a  material  increase  in  the  import  of  American 
drugs  and  various  of  the  finer  chemical  products  into  Hongkong 
within  the  past  few  months,  and  the  indications  are  that  this  trade 
may  be  further  increased  materially.  The  import  of  drugs  into 
China  is  very  heavy.  In  1914  medicines  were  imported  into  China 
to  the  value  of  $2,756,356,  and  chemicals,  not  including  dyes  and 
paints  and  the  like  or  match-making  materials  or  soda,  were  im- 
ported to  the  value  of  $280,535.  Of  tlie  medicines,  about  60  per  cent 
were  imported  through  Hongkong,  while  of  the  chemicals  the  largest 
share  came  direct  from  Germany.  Of  both  medicines  and  chemicals 
an  increasing  share  has  been  coming  from  Japan.  There  is  also  a 
large  import  of  all  such  goods  into  Hongkong  for  export  to  other 
parts  of  the  Far  East  than  China,  perhaps  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  gold  covering  this  additional  trade  into  or  through  this  port. 
High  Grade  and  Cheap  Qoods. 

Of  the  imports  of  medicines  into  China  other  than  Hongkong 
Japan  furnishad  nearly  half,  and  this  fact  illustrates  the  situation 
in  the  general  drug  trade  of  Hongkong  and  south  China  at  the 
present  time.  The  United  States  has  had  a  fair  share  in  this  trade, 
directly  or  indirectly,  for  a  number  of  years,  but  the  American  goods 
are  of  high  grade  and  are  made  for  the  higher  class  trade  only.  A 
very  large  share  of  the  American  goods  are  imported  through 
London  export  houses  and  are  credited  to  Great  Britain  in  trade 
returns.  A  large  share  of  the  goods  imported  from  Japan  also  are 
directly  or  indirectly  or  partially  of  American  manufacture. 

However,  there  remains  in  the  trade  a  line  of  demarcation  quite 
plain  between  high-grade  goods  made  for  the  better  class  trade  and  a 
much  cheaper  line  of  goods  which  are  sold  to  the  Chinese  trade  in 
China  and  for  the  use  of  native  peoples  generally,  including  the  Fili- 
pinos in  the  Philippines,  where  a  large  share  of  Japanese  drugs  and 
chemical  products  have  been  introduced  by  the  sheer  force  of  cheap- 
ness, without  regard  to  quality  of  the  products.  This  cheap  line  of 
goods  is  being  manufactured  in  Japan  in  largely  increasing  quanti- 
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ties.  Considerable  quantities  of  cheap  drugs  and  daonical  products 
were  imported  from  Germany  before  the  war  which  Japan  now  is 
attempting  to  supply. 

Of  the  better  grade  goods,  also  obtained  from  Germany  before  the 
war,  the  United  States  now  has  much  the  lai^^M*  share,  though  the 
^ods  are  being  bought  at  greatly  enhanced  prices  over  those  obtain- 
ing in  Germany  or  even  in  the  United  States  before  the  war.  Great 
Britain  is  supplying  some  lines  of  drugs  and  chemicals  not  of  British 
manufacture  before  the  war,  but  the  larger  share  of  the  changed 
trade  has  gone  to  American  manufacturers.  The  chief  problem  in 
connection  with  it  is  as  to  the  line  of  cheap  products  turned  out  by 
Japanese  concerns  and  the  difficulty  of  meetmg  competition  among 
native  peoples  with  high-grade  goods,  whose  real  value  and  real  eco- 
nomical nature  are  not  appreciated  by  ignorant  and  susceptible 
buyers. 
Classes  of  Goods  in  Demand. 

The  United  States  is  now  being  called  upon  .for  salicylic  acid, 
carbolic  acid  in  its  various  forms,  opium  preparations,  and  prepara- 
tions like  lysol  and  sanatogen,  aspirin  and  phenacetin,  sulphate  of 
copper  and  other  copper  preparations,  silver  preparations,  acetate 
of  lime  in  various  forms,  preparations  of  lead  of  various  fcHins, 
potash  combinations,  ammonia  in  various  forms,  heavy  alkalies,  and 
all  similar  goods.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids,  tannic  acid,  cod- 
liver  oil  and  its  preparations,  alum,  sulph\iric  acid,  hydrochloric 
acid,  chloride  of  bme,  Epsom  salts,  and  similar  goods,  wMch  here- 
tofore have  always  been  bought  in  (Jreat  Britain  by  Hongkong  im- 
porters, are  now  being  obtained  from  the  United  States,  where  they 
can  be  had  at  all.  American  firms  now  have  about  all  tlie  trade  in 
quinine,  the  supply  of  which  the  United  States  at  present  seems 
largely  to  control!  It  also  has  about  all  the  trade  in  santonine,  since 
aside  from  the  United  States  the  chief  source  of  this  drug  is  Ger- 
many, where  it  is  made  from  materials  obtained  in  the  country 
about  the  Black  Sea. 

The  United  States  also  is  called  upon  to  supply  saltpeter  and 
snlphur,  although  Japan  is  supplying  a  consicferaSle  quantity  of 
both,  and  in  nearly  all  of  the  above  lines  Japanese  mannfactorers 
are  attempting  to  secure  trade.  Japan  is  exporting  menthol,  cam- 
phor, iodine,  and  many  similar  preparations,  and  announcement  is 
made  of  the  organization  of  a  large  concern  by  Tokyo  and  Osaka 
drug  manufacturers  for  the  manufacture  of  aniline  salts,  aniline 
dyes,  and  similar  goods  under  governmental  aid.  It  is  also  proposed 
to  organize  for  the  manufacture  of  iodide  of  potash,  glycerin,  and 
fflmilar  goods  which  are  now  imported  largely  from  the  United 
States. 
Sisinfeetants  and  Pharmacists'  Supplies. 

American  manufacturers  of  disinfectants  are  securing  an  increas- 
ing trade.  American  disinfectants  have  been  sold  in  South  China  in 
anall  but  increasing  quantities  in  the  past  few  years,  British  disin- 
fectants constituting  the  bulk  of  the  trade.  As  a  result  of  intarfer- 
oice  with  the  supply  of  these  British  preparations,  however,  as  well 
as  of  the  extraordinary  demand  for  some  of  them  in  the  war  area, 
there  is  a  strong  demand  for  certain  classes  of  American  prepara- 
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tions  of  this  sort,  and  apparently  a  considerable  field  is  open  for 
trade  exploitation. 

There  is  a  strong  demand  for  supplies  from  the  United  States  of 
all  sorts  of  pharmacists'  supplies,  such  as  test  tubes,  funnels,  beakers, 
and  various  special  bottles.  Japanese  manufacturers  are  supplying 
the  cheap  trade  in  these  lines,  but  Hongkong  importers  and  retailers 
report  that  their  goods  are  not  reliable  and  are  not  economical  in  the 
long  run  at  even  a  low  price.  American  goods  are  being  imported 
quite  generally  at  present.  The  South  China  market  is  an  open  one 
in  all  such  goods,  and  American  manufacturers  undoubtedly  have  the 
opportunity  of  not  only  securing  increasing  business,  but  also  of 
securing  a  permanent  hold  on  this  market. 


INCBEASEB  FBICES  FOB  EPSOM  SALTS. 

The  sudden  falling  off  in  the  imports  of  Epsom  salts  beginning 
with  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  1915  has  resulted  in  a 
marked  increase  in  prices.  The  wholesale  price  in  New  York  on 
September  13  ranged  from  $4.50  to  $6  per  100  pounds,  as  compared 
with  the  normal  quotation  of  $1  to  $1.10  befor*^  the  war  started. 

For  the  first  mne  months  of  the  fiscal  year  1916  the  receipts  of 
Epsom  salts  were  nearly  normal,  but  in  spite  of  this  fact  prices 
were  maintained  at  a  very  high  level.  As  early  as  August  17,  1914, 
$3  to  $3.25  per  100  pounds  was  asked  in  New  York,  or  three  times 
what  had  been  asked  a  few  weeks  previous.  The  confusion  in  ship- 
ping caused  by  the  sudden  outbreak  of  the  war  and  the  anxiety  of 
manufacturers  to  be  prepared  for  a  possible  cessation  of  imports 
probably  account  for  the  sudden  rise  in  prices,  and  in  spite  of  nearly 
normal  receipts  during  the  ensuing  nine  months  these  high  prices 
were  not  affected. 

Shipments  of  the  salts  almost  ceased  during  the  fourth  quarter 
of  the  year  as  a  result  of  new  restrictions  imposed  on  the  commerce 
of  the  country  in  which  most  of  the  supplies  ori^nate.  Receipts  in 
this  country  dropped  from  2,777,361  pounds  for  January,  February, 
and  March  to  1,680  pounds  in  April,  May,  and  June,  and  prices 
accordingly  jumped.  The  total  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  1915  were 
7,005,590  pounds,  as  compared  with  11,975,693  pounds  in  1915. 

Epsom  salt  is  a  hydrous  sulphate  of  magnesia  found  native  in 
the  kieserite  of  the  Strassf  urt  salt  beds,  as  epsomite  in  France,  Spain, 
Chile,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  also  in  certain  min- 
eral waters.  Kieserite,  however,  the  the  principal  source  of  supply. 
The  salt  is  used  in  medicine,  in  agriculture,  in  the  process  of  warp- 
sizing  cotton,  and  for  dyeing  with  aniline  colors. 


ASBITIONS  TO  SPAIHSH  EMBABOO  UST. 

[Telegram  from  Vice  Consul  H.  K.  Cooklngbam,  Barcelona.] 

The  exportation  of  the  following  products  from  Spain  has  been 
prohibited  by  a  decree  of  August  24,  1915 :  Hemp  of  various  kinds ; 
wool  and  cotton  waste;  ammoniac;  I'efined  plumbago;  timgsten; 
superphosphates  of  lime  and  other  mineral  fertilizers ;  charcoal ;  beet 
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UBS!  HAHOHAL  EZPOSEHOH  OP  GH£HICAL  IKDUSTBIK 

[Commerciml  Agent  Thomas  U.  Norton.] 

The  First  National  Expositicm  of  Ch»nical  Industries,  t^>aied  at 
the  Grand  Central  Palace,  New  York  City,  on  September  20,  is  » 
distinctly  notable  event  in  the  evoluticm  of  American  industrial  Ufa 
Expositions  of  this  branch  in  other  countries  have  been  of  the 
greatest  value  in  developing  a  solidarity  of  interests  among  cheooi- 
cal  manufacturers  in  bringing  them  more  closdy  in  touch  with 
producers  of  raw  materials,  with  novel  devices  and  perfected  meth- 
ods, with  designers  of  improved  mechanical  accessories,  and  finally 
with  the  consumers  of  finished  products.  Sudi  occasions  have  been 
stimulating,  suggestive,  and  inspiring,  showing  where  national  re- 
sources have  been  neglected,  where  the  needs  of  domestic  consump- 
tion have  been  overlooked,  or  only  inadequately  met,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  where  difficulties  and  obstacles,  physical,  technical,  or 
commercial,  have  been  vanqui^ed  by  the  intelligent  application  of 
scientific  fact  and  theory,  or  by  the  happy  combination  of  pluck, 
daring,  and  skillful  adaptation. 

This  first  gathering  of  our  country's  technical  chemists  for  a  offla- 

Srehensive  presentation  of  their  achievements  in  meeting  the  Nation's 
emands  for  an  enormous  variety  of  products  that  fall  technically 
into  the  category  of  chemicals  will  unquestionably  be  highly  edu- 
cative. It  shows  marvelous  accomplishment  in  craiain  fields;  in 
others  it  reveals  a  lack  of  enterprise  in  utilizing  effectively  and 
fully  the  magnificent  treasures  of  our  mines,  forests,  fields,  and 
Etreams. 

The  visitor  at  the  exposition  will  note  how  admirably  the>  wonder- 
ful sulphur  deposits  of  Louisiana  are  exploited  and  utilized,  the 
extent  and  perfection  of  our  manufacture  of  acids,  especially  of 
contact  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  completeness  of  our  petroleum  in- 
dustry. At  the  same  time  he  will  see  how  we  have  almost  totally 
neglected  the  vast  stores  of  pota^  stored  annually  in  the  kelp  crop 
of  our  Pacific  littoral,  and  send  $10,000,000  abroad  to  purchase 
products  of  the  Stassfurt  mines. 

He  will  note  likewise  that  we  waste  coal-distillation  by-products 
valued  at  $100,000,000,  while  we  remit  $10,000,000  annually  to  Ger- 
many for  the  purchase  of  the  varied  tints  demanded  by  our  textile 
and  allied  branches. 

He  will  learn  that  mountains  of  sawdust  accumulate  about  the  saw- 
mills of  the  Northwest,  while  we  import  annually  from  Grermany 
over  $400,000  worth  of  oxalic  add,  which  could  so  easily  be  manu- 
factured from  the  waste  sawdust. 
Oovemmental  Assistance  to  Chemical  Industries. 

The  National  Government  early  recognized  the  importance  of  fur- 
thering in  every  possible  way  the  evolution  of  a  chemical  industry. 
This  has  found  concrete  expression  in  a  number  of  bureau  orMniza- 
tions.  The  chief  instrumentalities  in  this  connection  are  the  Bureau 
of  Mines  and  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior;  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  the  Bureau 
of  Plant  Industry,  the  Forest  Service,  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  and 
the  Bureau  of  Soils,  of  the  Department  of  Agricultare;  and  the  Bo- 
reau  of  Standards,  Bureau  or  the  Census,  and  Bureau  of  Fonigs 
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and  Domestic  Commerce,  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  Of  the 
bureaus  in  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  Bureau  of  Standards 
has  for  its  main  purpose  the  standardization  of  the  mechanical  acces- 
sories, the  processes,  and  the  products  of  these  industries ;  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  brings  the  producer  of  raw  ma- 
terials into  touch  with  the  manufacturer,  and  the  latter  into  relations 
with  the  consumer,  through  its  studies  of  markets  and  trade  oppor- 
tunities at  home  and  abroad;  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  is  the 
national  bookkeeper  of  the  industries. 
Exhibits  by  OoTernment  Bureaus. 

Early  in  the  past  summer  it  seemed  eminently  desirable  that  the 
many-sided  activities  of  our  National  Government  in  furthering  the 
development  of  the  various  chemical  industries  should  be  compre- 
hensively displayed  by  a  collective  exhibit  of  the  above-mentioned 
bureaus  in  the  first  national  exposition  of  this  branch.  A  meeting 
was  held  in  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  at  which  14  delegates  from  the  bureaus  mentioned 
above  were  present.  The  manager  of  the  exposition  was  in  attend- 
ance and  outlined  at  length  the  objects  and  features  of  the  under- 
taking. 

As  a  result  of  this  gathering,  steps  were  taken  by  the  different  bu- 
reaus to  participate  in  a  collective  exhibit  which  should  clearly  reveal 
the  many  ways  in  which  departmental  agencies  are  aiding  the  tech- 
nical chemist,  seeking  raw  material,  perfecting  methods  and  mechan- 
ical appliances,  testing  his  products,  and  seeking  markets  for  them  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  Geological  Survey  has  prepared  an  elaborate  exhibit  of  charts, 
transparencies,  and  mineral  specimens,  displaying  in  manifold  variety, 
the  natural  resources  of  the  land  available  as  raw  material  for  the 
manufacturing  chemist.  This  emphasizes  the  extent  and  variety  of 
our  mineral  resources,  as  yet  scarcely  utilized  by  domestic  chemical 
works,  or  sent  abroad  to  return  to  us  in  the  form  of  purified  and  valu- 
able compounds,  essential  to  a  variety  of  industries. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines  includes  an  imposing  display 
of  the  means  employed  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  miner.  The  general 
public  will  probably  gather  in  throngs  to  witness  the  complete  exposfi 
of  the  fascinating  process,  devised  by  Dr.  Kittman,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  for  transforming  almost  worthless  petroleum 
residues  at  will  into  volatile  gasoline  for  motor  engines,  or  into 
benzol  and  toluol,  now  employed  on  so  vast  a  scale  for  the  manu- 
facture of  high  explosives.  Other  exhibits  illustrate  the  work  of  the 
bureau  in  producing  the  raw  metal  radium  from  American  camotite, 
at  a  cost  far  below  that  required  by  current  methods  of  preparation 
in  Austria  and  France;  in  studying  the  technology  of  petroleum, 
and  in  investigating  the  clays  of  the  South. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Forest  Service  displays  the  remarkable  results 
obtained  from  its  laboratory  at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  producing  a  pure, 
brilliant,  yellow  dyestuff  from  the  Osage  orange,  growing  in  such 
profusion  throughout  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  notably  in  Texas 
and  Oklahoma.  This  forms  a  most  valued  addition,  at  this  period 
of  dyestuff  scarcity,  to  the  coloring  materials  available  for  tinctorial 
purposes.  Of  great  interest  are  also  the  exhibits  of  the  most  effective 
methods  for  turning  various  American  woods,  besides  spruce,  into 
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pulp  for  paper  manufacture  and  for  preparii^  ailk  and  oeDoIon 
products  from  woods. 
The  Bureau  of  Chemistry  exhibits  the  novel  and   fascinating 

Erocess  recently  devised  for  concentrating  and  separating  fruit  jaioea 
y  partial  freezing  of  the  liquids  in  which  they  are  present;  mudi 
material  illustrative  of  paper  making;  the  developmaat  of  standards 
and  inspection  of  naval  store  supplies;  the  utilization  of  varioos 
waste  products;  tanning  materials;  denumstration  of  the  wearing 
quality  of  sole  leather;  recovery  of  tanning  waste;  denaturing  aod 
utilization  of  e^g  products  in  tanning  operations. 

The  chief  exliibits  of  the  Bureaus  of  Plant  Industry  and  of  Animal 
Industry  are  those  illustrating  the  manufacture  of  ess^itial  oils  and 
of  casein. 

The  elaborate  exhibit  by  the  Bureau  of  Soils  of  everything  con- 
nected with  the  extraction  of  potash  salts  from  the  kelp  of  the 
Pacific  coast  will  attract  the  attention  of  great  numbers,  on  account 
of  the  keen  interest  now  felt  throughout  the  entire  country  in  a  sat- 
isfactory solution  of  the  problems  connected  with  assuring  a  domestic 
supply  of  tliis  most  important  class  of  salts. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  comprises  a  complete  set 
of  the  publications  and  bulletins  portraying,  at  quinquennial  periods, 
the  status  and  condition  of  the  various  chemical  industries. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards  is  the  most  complete  and 
extensive  of  anjr  of  the  departmental  agencies.  It  illustrates  in  detail 
the  varied  activities  of  the  Bureau  in  standardizing  methods  and 
accessories  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel,  nonferrous  metals, 
cement  and  concrete,  lime  and  plaster,  ceramics  and  glass,  bituminous 
materials,  paint  and  varnish,  mineral  oils,  gas,  textiles,  paper,  ink, 
rubber,  sugar,  refrigeration,  electrochemical  industries,  and  labora- 
tories in  general.  Many  types  of  apparatus  will  also  be  shown,  such 
as  thermometers,  pyrometers,  volumetric  apparatus,  calorimeters, 
saccharimeters,  gas  and  water  meters,  etc.  Samples  of  various  ni«- 
terials  and  illustrative  methods  of  testing  or  purification  form  promi- 
nent features. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conmicrce  shows 
the  chemical  trade  the  highly  perfected  methods  for  collecting,  filing) 
and  communicating  trade  information.  An  official  of  the  New  Yort 
branch  office  is  in  constant  attendance,  explaining  to  all  visitors  the 
many  facilities  offered  by  the  mechanism  of  the  Bureau  for  bringing 
to  the  attention  of  chemical  manufacturers  the  opportunities  for  ex- 
tending their  trade  to  all  (juarters  of  the  world,  and  for  securing 
such  information  from  foreign  lands  as  may  be  helpful  in  improving 
and  expanding  their  respective  branches.  There  is  a  complete  exhibit 
of  the  many  publications  of  the  Bureau,  which  record  the  statistics 
of  our  domestic  and  foreign  trade  or  present  in  full  detail  the  data 
desired  by  all  branches  of  industry  and  commerce  on  foreign  markets 
and  condition. 
Talne  of  Bureau  Publications. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  devoted  special 
attention  to  monograph  upon  chemical  subjects.  Among  these  an 
reports  on  "  The  Utilization  of  Atmospheric  Nitrogen,"  "  The  Chemi- 
cal Industries  of  Belgium,  Holland,  Norway,  and  Sweden,"  "  CottoD* 
seed  Products,"  "DyestuSa  for  American  Textile  and  other  India* 
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tries,"  "Fortign  Trade  in  Denatured  Alcohol,"  "Foreign  Trade  in 
Paints  and  Varnishes,"  "  Foreign  Salt  Market  and  Industry,"  "  South 
American  Market  for  Soap,"  "  Some  Aspects  of  the  Iron  and  Steel 
Industry  in  Europe,"  "  The  Sugar  Industry,"  "  The  Pottery  Indus- 
try," etc. 

Much  attention  has  been  devoted  by  the  Bureau  to  the  acute  con- 
ditions now  prevailing  in  the  dyestuff  industry  and  to  the  means  of 
mitigating  its  hardships,  as  well  as  of  freeing  our  textile  and  other 
interests  from  the  nearly  complete  dependence  upon  dyeing  mate- 
rials of  foreign  origin.  In  this  connection  there  is  a  full  display  of 
samples  of  the  new  colors  recently  invented  in  the  United  States,  and 
first  brought  to  the  attention  of  dyestuff  consumers  by  the  Bureau. 
There  is  an  extensive  collection  of  samples  of  various  chemical  prod- 
ucts, illustrative  of  the  investigations  organized  by  the  Bureau  and 
now  under  way  to  ascertain  clearly  and  definitely  to  what  extent  the 
United  States  is  dependent  upon  foreign  countries  for  its  supply  of 
chemicals,  to  what  degree  American  raw  material  is  available  for 
the  domestic  manufacture  of  such  chemicals,  and  whether  the  time 
is  not  opportune  to  seek  aggressively  foreign  markets  for  products 
of  our  domestic  chemical  worlds,  'fhe  Bureau  is  responding  to  a 
public  sentiment  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  the  evolution  of  a  complete, 
comprehensive,  genuinely  Anierican  chemical  industry. 

The  value  of  the  daily  Commerce  Repokts  to  the  manufacturing 
chemist  and  the  dealer  or  exporter  of  chemicals  has  not  yet  1>een 
fully  appreciated  by  this  branch  of  industry.  Almost  every  issue 
contains  something  of  value  in  this  line. 

Lectures,  Addresses,  and  Sessions  of  Chemical  Societies.  -^ 

The  exposition  was  to  have  been  opened  on  the  evening  of  Sep- 
tember 20  by  Secretary  Kedfield  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
As  it  was  found  impossible  for  Secretary  Kedfield  to  leave  Wash- 
ington at  that  date.  Dr.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  was  delegated  to  represent  the  Government  on 
this  occasion.  A  prior  engagement  at  Denver,  Colo.,  unfortunately 
prevented  Dr.  Pratt  from  being  present.  He  will,  however,  deliver 
the  address  closing  the  exposition  on  September  25,  choosing  as  his 
topic,  "  Opportunities  for  American  Chemical  Industry." 

In  addition  to  the  many  varied  features  of  the  exposition,  offered 
by  numerous  illustrative  operations  of  chemical  technology,  con- 
tinuously demonstrated,  there  is  a  very  full  program  of  meetings 
of  various  chemical  bodies  and  addresses  by  men  of  national  promi- 
nence.   The  following  is  the  full  program : 

Monday,  September  20. 

Opening  day. 

TtTEsDAT,  September  21. 

Howard  Gross,  president  of  the  Tariff  Comission  League:  "Tariff 
question." 

Linn  Bradley,  the  Research  Corporation :  "  Solution  of  the  smoke, 
dust,  and  fume  nuisance  bv  electrical  precipitation." 

D.  T.  Pierce,  Barber  Asphalt  Co. :  "Asphalt "  and  "  The  brownian 
movements  of  the  colloids  of  Trinidad  asphalt." 
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Harrington  Emerson,  the  Emersoa  Co. :  '*'  Eiffioency  in  t^e 
Vati<«  of  owr  national  resources." 

Meeting  of  the  New  York  section  of  the  American  l^eetrochenical 
Society. 

Wednesday,  September  22. 

Frederick  W.  Keoogfa,  National  AssocfattoD  of  Mknufactowars: 
"Accident  prevention  in  the  chemical  industries." 

Welding  Ring,  president  of  the  American  Exporters'  AssociatioB: 
"^  Traiiq>ortatioo  and  flipping  facilities  with  roreign  oonntries." 

J.  L.  Lig^itner,  Hershey  QiocoUte  Co.:  "The  muuifactore  tti. 
chocolate." 

Thomas  H.  Norton,  Department  of  Commoroe:  "Foreign  markets 
for  American  chemicals." 

I.  F.  Stone,  president  of  the  National  Aniline  &  Chemical  0».: 
"  The  aniline-dye  situation." 

Thttbsdat,  September  23. 

J.  L.  Taylor,  Bareau  of  Explosires:  **  Exploaves." 

H.  A.  Huston,  German  Kali  Works:  "  Potash." 

G.  B.  Heckel,  New  Jersey  Zinc  Co.:  "Paint." 

Kobt  L.  Frink,  President  of  the  Frink  Pyrometer  Co. :  •*  The  Re- 
lation of  Chemistry  and  Mechanical  Manipulation  to  the  Evolution 
of  the  Glass  Indudtry." 

Charles  Y.  Baccm,  Consulting  Chemist:  "Manufacture  and  Uses 
of  Vegetable  Oils." 

Geo.  Frank  Lord,  DuPont  DeNemours  Powder  Co.:  "Chemical 
Effect  of  Dynamiting  the  Soil." 

Percy  Wilson,  Secretary  Association  of  American  Portland  Ce- 
ment Manufacturers :  "  The  History  of  Cement" 

Meetixkg  of  the  American  Paper  &  Pulp  Association.  (Technical 
fiectioQ.) 

Fkidat,  September  Si. 

W.  D.  Coolidge,  General  Electric  Co. :  «  The  X  Ray." 

Philip  Sharpies,  Barrett  Manufacturing  Co.:  "The  Development 
of  Refined  Tars  for  Use  in  Road  Construction  and  Maintenance." 

S.  P.  Sadtler,  S.  P.  Sadtler  &  Sons. :  "  Some  American  Ccmtribu- 
tions  to  Industrial  Chemistry." 

L.  H.  Baekeland:  "Chemical  Industry." 

Joint  meetings  of  the  New  York  Section  of  the  American  Chraoical 
Society  and  the  American  Institute  of  Chemical  Engineers. 

Satxtrdat,  September  i5. 

Raymond  F.  Bacon,  director  of  the  Mellon  Institute:  "Research 
and  Progress  in  American  Manufacturing." 

John  Barrett,  Director  of  the  Pan-American  Union :  "  The  Great 
Pan-American  Opportunity." 

Thomas  H.  Norton,  Department  of  Commerce:  "Hydroelecirn 
Possibilities  of  Niagara  Falls." 

E.  E.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce: "Opportunities  for  American  Chemiod  Indufltries."  (Clos< 
ing  address.) 
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NEW  KETSOI  01*  VAKJSQ  STJIPHUM43  ACID. 

A  new  method  of  manufacturing  sulphuric  acid,  for  which  advan- 
tages are  claimed,  is  sug;;ested  in  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  Bull^in  No.  283,  "The  Production  of  Sulphuric  Acid 
aiui  a  Proposed  New  Method  of  Manufacture."  The  essential  differ- 
ence of  the  method  is  that  the  gases  employed  are  drawn  downward 
through  a  spiral  flue  in  place  of  being  drawn  through  lead  chambers 
•at  intermediate  towers.  It  is  asserted  that  the  resistance  of  gases 
to  the  downward  pull  and  the  constant  change  in  their  course 
tiirongh  the  spiral  t«rd  to  mix  them  very  intimately,  lite  fad;  that 
the  gases  constantly  impinge  on  the  walls  of  tiie  spiral  flue,  whidi 
can  be  cooled  either  by  air  or  water,  makes  it  practicable  to  main- 
tain the  gases  at  a  temperature  most  favorable  for  the  efficient  yield 
of  sulphuric  acid. 

In  laboratory  tests  in  which  the  spiral  was  utilized  practically  aH 
the  sulphur  dioxid  was  oxidized  to  sulphuric  acid,  only  traces  being 
lost  through  escape  or  in  the  system.  The  lead  spiral,  the  autiior 
points  out,  however,  is  not  intended  to  replace  the  Grlover  tower,  nor 
to  do  away  with  the  Gay-Lussac  tower. 

It  is  believed  that  while  the  lead  spiral  will  take  considerable  lead, 
the  great  reduction  it  will  effect  in  the  chamber  space  will  make  it 
possible  to  construct  a  plant  with  considerably  less  lead  than  is 
required  in  the  ordinary  chamber  system. 

The  new  type  of  plant  requires  no  other  device  to  accelerate  the 
reactions,  occupies  much  less  ground  space,  and  would  not  need  as 
large  buildings,  and  therefore  should  decrease  the  initial  cost  of  con- 
struction. The  method,  however,  has  been  tried  only  on  a  laboratory 
scale,  and  the  bulletin  refuses  to  predict  just  how  efficient  the  com- 
mercial plant  would  be,  but  states  that  all  indications  are  that  this 
method  offers  promise  of  being  economically  successful. 

Doa  FOODS,  bexezhes,  and  soap  fob  waxes. 

[Vice  Consul  in  Charge  William  T..  Jenkins,  Swansea,  Aag.  27.] 

Swansea  dealers  in  dog  foods,  do^  remedies,  and  flea  soap  state 
that  there  is  a  good  market  in  this  district  for  such  artidl«s,  but  that 
American  firms  desiring  to  establish  their  lines  should  be  prepared  to 
advertise  extensively  both  in  the  newspapers  and  through  bill-posting 
agencies.  The  price  of  dog  remedies  has  remained  the  same  since  the 
outbreak  of  war,  but  dog  food  has  gone  up  about  20  to  25  per  cent. 
A  box  of  Spratt's  d(^  food,  which  before  the  war  sold  for  2id. 
($0.05),  now  retails  at  3d.  ($0.06). 

Flea  soap  is  practically  imknown  on  this  market,  although  a  flea 
powder  is  in  use.  This  soap  would  be  sold  by  chemists.  Dog  foods 
and  poultry  meat  are  sold  by  local  grocers.  A  list  of  both  these 
classes  of  dealers  is  forwarded  [and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
^  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices ;  refer  to  file 
«5,976]. 

It  is  believed  that  the  trade  for  this  district  can  be  profitably 
liandled  through  agents  from  large  users  in  London  or  Liverpo(M, 
though  some  business  will  doubtless  result  from  direct  correspondence. 

These  goods  now  on  sale  are  entirely  of  British  manufacture.  The 
name  of  a  local  firm  particularly  interested  in  receiving  quotations 
on  dog  remedies  is  sent  herewith. 
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SALES  OP  FEBFUHEBY  IN  SPAIH. 

[Consul  Wllbar  T.  Gracer,  Seville.] 

An  investigation  of  the  market  in  Seville  for  perfumery,  toilet 
waters,  and  like  preparations  shows  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for 
the  sale  of  American  goods  if  the  manufacturers  can  meet  the  con- 
ditions of  sale  as  generally  given. 

Perfumery  is  largely  used  by  the  Spanish  people,  probably  to  a 
much  larger  extent  than  in  the  United  States  in  proportion  to  the 
population,  as  its  use  is  by  no  means  confined  to  ladies.  Spanish  men 
use  perfumes  almost  as  much  as  do  the  women,  and  there  is,  there- 
fore, an  extensive  market. 

Origin  of  Toilet  Articles  in  Demand. 

The  French  perfumes,  of  all  the  well-known  makes,  are  univer- 
sally popular  here.  They  are  imported  direct,  and  owing  to  the  high 
duties  are  sold  at  prices  very  much  in  excess  of  those  asked  in 
France.  They  appeal  to  the  local  populace  not  only  because  of  their 
superior  quality,  but  also  because  of  the  attractive  manner  in  which 
they  are  bottled  and  packed.  Odd-shaped  bottles,  with  corresponding 
silk-lined  boxes,  and  packages  containing  several  different  shapes  of 
bottles,  or  varied  scents,  are  found;  but  in  this  line,  possibly  more 
than  in  any  other,  the  French  seem  to  excel. 

The  well-known  French  names,  the  constant  quality  of  the  goods, 
and  the  fact  that  much  of  the  descriptive  matter  relating  to  the 
goods  is  printed  in  tlie  Spanish  language  are  some  of  the  reasons 
for  the  popularity  of  French  perfumes. 

Perfumes  are  maiiufactured  locally  and  are  said  to  be  equal  if  not 
superior  in  quality  to  some  of  the  French  and  other  makes,  but  the 
^ere  fact  that  they  are  locally  manufactured,  and  are  therefore 
cheap,  mitigates  against  their  sale.  Possibly  in  no  other  line  is 
there  so  strong  a  feeling  that  the  imported  goods  are  superior  to  the 
local  products  as  in  perfumery  and  toilet  preparations. 

Only  one  American  firm  seems  to  have  toilet  preparations  on  sale 
here,  and  these  consist  principally  of  talcum  powder,  shaving  soap, 
powder,  and  paste,  and  tooth  paste.  They  are  not  received  direct, 
and  in  consequence  the  prices  are  about  double  those  charged  in  the 
United  States. 

Some  English  soaps  are  sold,  but  the  local  products  or  those  made 
in  France  seem  to  have  the  largest  sale.  A  floating  bath  soap  is 
unknown  here,  and  there  would  appear  to  be  an  opportunity  for  the 
sale  of  such  soaps  for  bathing  purposes.  Sand  soaps  can  not  be 
obtained  and  should  command  a  large  sale,  as  they  are  particularly 
useful  in  cleaning  marble,  tiles,  etc.,  of  which  there  are  large  quanti- 
ties used  in  building  operations  in  this  city. 

Quotations,  Credits,  Sales  Hethods. 

The  price  of  American  goods  should,  if  possible,  be  given  in 
francs,  which  are  equivalent  to  the  local  gold  peseta  (1  franc=l  gold 
peseta=19.3  cents).  By  making  quotations  in  Spanish  gold  currenCT 
instant  comparison  can  be  made  with  the  prices  quoted  by  Frenta 
and  other  European  firms.  If  quotations  can  be  made  c.  i.  i.  Seville, 
it  will  be  advantageous  to  do  so. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


bOHinracB  bepobts.  140S 

As  a  general  rule  the  tenns  granted  for  this  class  of  goods  are  30 
days  from  date  of  shipment,  with  2  per  cent  discount  for  cash. 

Perfumes  are  sold  here  in  the  bazaars,  drug  stores,  gentlemen's 
furnishing  stores,  dry  goods  shops,  by  glove  dealers,  etc.  It  is  prob- 
able that  by  sending  lines  of  samples  to  concerns  in  Seville  new  classes 
of  perfumes  could  be  introduced,  but  some  arrangements  would 
have  to  be  made  to  assist  the  company  or  firms  interested  in  adver- 
tising the  goods.  Advertising  here  is  done  by  posters,  billboards, 
advertisement  on  moving-picture  screens,  notices  in  the  daily,  weekly, 
and  m<»ithly  publications,  and  by  theater  curtains. 

Most  of  the  perfumes  and  toilet  articles  are  introduced  by  the 
traveling  agents  of  the  firms  in  France,  England,  and  other  Euro- 
pean countries,  who  call  several  times  during  the  year,  bringing  a 
line  of  samples  and  selling  direct  or  through  some  of  the  larger 
wholesale  houses  of  Barcelona  or  Madrid. 

All  correspondence  should  be  in  tlie  Spanish  language,  as  should 
catalogues  and  other  literature,  as  very  few  of  the  importers  are 
familiar  with  English. 

One  American  firm  whidi  has  its  agency  in  Barcelona  is  doing  an 
excellent  business  in  Spain.  A  stock  is  carried  in  this  country  and 
Irtices  quoted  c.  i.  f.  in  pesetas,  with  immediate  delivery.  Other 
American  firms  following  this  plan  will  probably  meet  with  equal 
anccesB.  There  is  no  prejudice  against  American  goods,  but  Spanish 
merchants  expect  to  receive  credits  and  will  seldom  purchase  on  a 
cash  basis.  "ITie  Spaniard  looks  upon  a  demand  for  cash  in  advance 
or  against  documents  as  a  reflection  on  his  honesty,  and  even  though 
the  goods  and  prices  may  be  satisfactory  he  will  decline  to  purchase 
because  of  this  lack  of  confidence. 

In  the  case  of  toilet  preparations,  merit  almost  invariably  counts 
for  more  than  prices  or  terms  in  considering  purdiases.  Cheap 
grades  of  goods  are  obtainable  from  local  manufacturers,  and  if 
goods  are  imported  they  must  be  equal  in  auaJity  to  tlio&e  imported 
from  other  foreign  countries  with  which  they  must  compete.  The 
French  goods  have  heretofore  had  the  advantage  of  easy  access  to  the 
markets,  cheaper  and  better  transportation  facilities  and  insurance 
rates,  and  better  banking  and  credit  facilities. 

SUppiBK  and  Facklng. 

There  is  no  direct  parcel-post  system  with  Spain,  but  packages  are 
now  exchanged  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  and  by  sending 
them  from  flie  United  States  to  Great  Britain  and  having  them  re- 
addressed  and  reshipped  to  Spain  it  is  possible  to  get  small  packages 
here  by  post  much  more  cheaply  and  expeditiously  than  by  any  other 
means. 

Toilet  preparations  for  this  market  are  usually  carefully  packed  in 
sawdust  or  with  corrugated  strawboard,  the  cost  of  packing  usually 
being  separate  from  the  price  of  the  goods.  Tight  boxes  are  of  course 
necessary  and  iron  strapping  is  recommended. 

The  best  route  for  direct  shipments  to  Seville  is  via  steamers  of  the 
C<»npania  Transatlantica  from  New  York  to  Cadiz.  The  Grans  Line 
also  has  direct  steamship  service  to  this  city,  but  the  steamers  usually 
m&ke  other  Spanish  ports  before  touching  here.  The  Transatlantica 
boats  leave  monthly  from  New  York  and  Spain-    Through  rates  via 
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the  Transatlantica  to  Seville,  via  Cadiz,  can  be  obtained,  including 
all  charges  for  transshipment. 

Payments,  local  Sales,  Etc. 

Payments  for  goods  are  usually  made  by  drafts  through  London  or 
Paris,  or  when  the  business  has  been  established  on  letters  of  credit 
or  through  banking  agents  in  New  York. 

Several  of  the  local  firms  have  branches  in  the  smaller  towns  of  this 
district  and  send  their  traveling  men  to  these  towns  at  frequent 
intervals. 

It  is  possible  that  arrangements  can  be  made  for  a  local  agent 
through  samples,  etc.,  but  it  is  more  probable  that  success  will  be 
attained  by  the  visit  of  a  commercial  traveler. 

A  traveler  in  other  lines,  who  recently  called  at  this  consulate,  in- 
formed me  that  in  his  opinion  Spain  was  the  best  country  in  Europe 
in  which  to  sell  at  the  present  time.  He  had  taken  over  250  orders  in 
eight  weeks  in  a  country  where  he  had  expected  to  do  practically 
nothing. 

FOBEION  TBABE  HT  COFFES. 

The  following  table  shows  American  imports  of  copper  at  the 
customs  districts  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  Galveston,  New  Orleans,  Washington,  and  Michigan 
during  the  week  ended  September  11 : 


Coontdos. 

On,  matt«,  and  itg- 
ulus  (copper  con- 
tents). 

Pigs,    Insott,    tais, 
plates,  old,  etc. 

Pmndi. 
08,453 

Valttt. 
»12,528 

Pattnis. 
174,  £00 
95 

■Wut. 
$30, 7U 

Caba 

1,003,000 
154,121 

U.106 
7,030 

2,121,110 

239.041 

iy)tal 

1,260,574 

77,GC3 

2,396,705 

209,791 

The  exports  were: 


Countries. 


France 

Netherlands , 

England 

Canada 

Cuba 

Halll V 

Dutch  West  Indies 


Pigs,  Ingots,  bars, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 


Pound?.      Value. 


55,494 

74.925 

314,635 

52,224 

2,661 

620 

2,349 


$9,936 
15.401 
59,81:) 
11,246 
681 

:oo 

647 


Countries. 


French  West  Indies 

Argentina 

BraiU 

Philippine  Islands  . 

Total 


Pigs,  ingots,  ban, 
plates,  Bad  old,  ete. 


Founds.      Value. 


S81 
10,902 
2,152 
17, 164 


533,907 


$146 

8,771 

441 

3,557 


105,741 


NEW  GOVERNMENT  CHEMICAL  LABOBAXOBT. 

Secretary  Redfield  recently  approved  the  award  of  the  contract  for 
the  construction  of  a  chemical  laboratory  building  for  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Department  of  Commerce,  to  Wells  Bros.  Co.,  of  New 
York,  whose  bid  was  $188,556.  The  contract  has  now  been  signed, 
the  contractors  have  filed  the  necessary  bond,  and  the  construction 
work  is  to  be  commenced  immediately.  Donn  &  Deming,  of  WaA- 
ington,  D.  C,  are  the  architects. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  imports,  duties  collected,  and  ex- 
}>orts  for  the  week  ended  September  18,  1915,  at  the  13  principal 
customs  districts  of  the  United  States : 


DistTlda. 


Ocorgls  (Savannah) 

HaasMhusetts  (Boaton) . 

N«wYork 

PhltodMphla. 

HuTfand  (BattimMa)... 

Virgfaiiaafarralk) 

NewOrtcttos 

OalTMCoa 

Sao  Praneisoo 

Waabingtoo  (SaatUa).... 
Buft&lo  ..••.•....•.•••>(■ 

CUe^^ 

IfleUsan  (Datrolt) 


Tata! 29,a»,l« 


Imports. 


tt.TM 

3,%4.6aO 

17,766,1«8 

1,272,057 

271, 3S1 

07,873 

l,024,li4» 

113,304 

3,637,888 

2,021,372 

40*,  Ml 

40),  814 

514,916 


Duties 
coUeciad. 


111,731 

2;  261, 187 

244, 7IS 

14,041 

3,sao 

05,740 

2,4M> 

107,234 

29,748 

27,4K4 
106,323 

34,695 


3,040,388 


Exports. 


<77,200 

738,888 

«,M2,278 

2,237,403 

1,232.913 

2,327.279 

3,867,540 

3,506,457 

3,076,858 

1,320,686 

1,6.15,753 

804,144 

2,902,479 


05,249,883 


The  above  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  of  $35,423,734  on  mer- 
chandise transactions  for  the  week  ended  September  18  in  the  thirteen 
customs  districts.  The  thirteen  districts  cited  handled  about  92  per 
ctsat  of  the  import  and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the 
transactions  in  June,  1915. 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ended  September  18  amounted  to 
91,089  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximately 
307,498  bales. 

oovEsiniEirr  loans  to  chuean  nitrate  frodxtcebs. 

[Consal  Oeneral  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Aug.  10 ;  aU  aams  expressed  in  United  States 

golO.] 

The  commmission  in  charge  of  the  Government  loans  to  nitrate 
producers  in  Chile,  organized  under  Government  decrees  of  August 
13  and  18,  1914,  has  reported  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  that  the 
operation  of  the  law  providing  for  such  Government  loans  reached 
its  maximum  activity  between  August  and  December  of  1914.  Since 
that  time  the  tendency  has  been  toward  a  balancing  of  these  obliga- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  nitrate  producers  as  a  result  of  the  in- 
creasing sale  of  nitrate. 

Up  to  July  31,  1915,  the  loans  totaled  $863,464,  the  liquidations, 
$722,949,  and  the  interest  collected,  $89,351.  The  net  expenses  to 
the  Government  in  the  operation  of  these  loans  froin  August,  1914, 
to  July  31,  1915 — ^which  expenses  include  the  salaries  of  a  cashier 
and  secretary  for  this  department — were  $3,287.^ 


TAiornra  extracts  for  rtjssia. 

(ConsQl  F.  WUIougbby  Smitii,  Batom,  Aug.  12.] 

According  to  the  "  Kavkaz  "  a  group  of  Russian  leather  manufac- 
turers are  establishing  in  the  West  Caucasus  a  large  plant  for  the 
production  of  oak  and  chestnut  bark  extract.  It  is  stated  that  the 
capital,  $7,500,000,  has  been  fully  subsv-ribed.  Heretofore  Russian 
raanufacturers  have  been  dependent  on  the  imports  of  tanning 
extracts  from  the  United  States. 
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FBOFOSALS  FOB  60VEBHUENT  SITFFIIES  AND  COKSTBITCTIOV. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  tbe  offices  named,  and  spectflcations  can  nsvallr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbe  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  caspH  where  the  time  limit  la  too  abort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbe;  should  n»k  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  nottcea  calUns 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Comtruction  irork.  No.  2630. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
tlie  Sufwrvising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
Octot>er  14,  1915,  tor  tbe  constructiou.  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches),  of  the  United  States  jiost  office  and  court- 
house at  WUkesboro,  N.  C.  Drawings  and  speciflcatlons  may  be  obtained 
from  the  custodian  of  site  at  WiliceslKiro  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Canals  and  structures.  No.  2637. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  United  States  Ileclamation  Service  at  Powell,  Wyo.,  until  October 
20,  1915.  for  the  construction  of  canals  and  structures  on  the  Shoshone 
project,  Wyoming,  involving  500,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  1,400  cubic 
yards  of  reinforced  concrete,  0,000  square  yards  of  grouted  paving,  and 
tbe  placing  in  wooden  structures  of  about  130.000  feet  b.  m.  of  inmbec. 
The  work  is  located  near  tbe  stations  of  Onrland,  Mantua,  Frannle,  and 
Deaver,  Wyo.,  on  the  Chicago,  Burllnfrton  &  Quincy  Railway.  For  further 
particulars  address  the  United  States  Recluiuatiou  Service,  Washington, 
D.  C,  Denver  Colo.,  or  Powell..  Wyo. 

Firing  magnetos.  No.  2(538. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  I'nlted  States  Army,  Washington.  D.  C,  until 
October  4,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  f.  o.  b.  contractor's  works 
103  firing  magnetos,  type  MA,  In  accordanme  with  drawings  14-5-72  to 
76,  inclusive,  dated  September  8,  1015.  Further  information  and  par- 
ticulars may  bo  obtained  from  the  above  office. 

Construction  ioork.  No.  2039. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  opened  In  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  office.  Treasury  Department,  Washington.  D.  C.  on 
October  15,  1915,  for  the  extension,  remodeling,  etc.,  of  the  United  States 
post  office  at  Moberly,  Mo.  Drawings  and  siieciflcatlous  may  be  obtained 
from  the  custodian  of  site  at  Moberly  or  at  the  above  office. 

Construction  work.  No.  2640. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service  at  St.  Ignatius,  Mont.,  until 
October  12,  1915,  for  the  construction  of  about  10  miles  of  laterals  and 
appurtenant  structures,  Involving  about  43,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation, 
140  cubic  yards  of  concrete,  430  6«iuare  yards  of  paving,  the  placing  of 
about  ».S(X)  iMunds  of  reinforcing  steel,  and  the  placing  in  wooden  struc- 
tures of  about  32,000  feet  B.  M.  of  lumber.  The  work  is  situated  on  tlie 
east  bank  of  the  Flathead  River  from  1  to  7  miles  northeast  of  Dixon, 
Mont  For  particulars  address  T'nlted  States  Reclamation  Service,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Denver,  Colo.,  or  St  Ignatius,  Mont. 

Telephones  and  electric  flrtures,  etc..  No.  2641. — Sealed  proposals,  indorsed  "  Pro- 
posals for  Telephones,  Electric  Fixtures,  and  Wiring,"  will  be  received  at 
the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  imtll 
October  2,  1015,  for  furnishing  and  installing  four  telcphouos,  electric  flx- 
ture.s,  and  wiring  at  the  naval  station.  New  London,  Conn.  Plans  and 
s]>ecifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Tards  and 
Docks. 

Repair  tcork,  No.  2642.:— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  tbe 
Llghtbou.se  Inspector,  Portland,  Me.,  for  docking  and  repairing  lighthouse 
tender  Hibiscus  in  accordance  with  specifications.  Blank  proposals  and 
particulars  may  be  obtained  i)y  adresslug  the  above  office. 

Unserviceable  public  property.  No.  2643. — There  will  be  sold  at  the  General 
Lighthouse  Depot.  Tonipklusvllle,  N.  Y.,  part  by  sealed  bids  and  part  by 
public  auction,  a  quantity  of  unservlcealJle  public  projierty  consisting  of 
row  and  Siiii  boats,  rope  and  canvas  Junk,  bed  springs,  furniture,  water 
meter,  doors  and  shutters,  window.-<,  marine  clocks,  machinery,  air  com- 
pressor, batterle.-.  electric  lamps,  electric  wire,  etc.  Blank  proposals  and 
particulars  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  Lighthouse  Insi)ector,  Tompklns- 
vUle,  N.  Y. 
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Air-compressor  unUs,  No.  2644.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  four  air-com- 
pressor units  for  fog  signals  at  Clereland  and  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  Further 
Information  may  be  had  by  addressing  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Construction  work,  No.  2645.— Sealed  proposjils  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Snperrlslng  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
tmtil  October  28,  1915,  for  the  extension,  remotlcltng,  etc..  of  the  United 
States  post  office  ut  KlrkavUle,  Mo.  Dravriugs  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  from  the  cnstodlan  at  Klrksvllle  or  from  the  Treasury  Department. 


A  ITEW  OIL  mJT  FEOH  CEITTBAL  AIVCEIIICA. 

[Special  Asent  Qarrard  narrls.] 

Attention  has  recently  been  directed  to  the  promising  new  source 
of  commercial  oil  which  exists  in  the  nuts  of  the  coyol  palm  of 
Central  and  tropical  South  America.  This  tree  grows  very  abun- 
dantly in  Costa  Bica,  Nicaragua,  and  upper  Panama,  especially  on 
the  Pacific  side.  It  is  a  product  ratlier  of  the  savannahs  than  of  the 
mountains,  and  in  the  regions  which  it  favors  there  are  forests  ex- 
tending for  miles.  It  is  stated  that  the  nuts  can  be  gathered  in  great 
Juantities  and  very  cheaply.  At  present  cattle  eat  them  where  they 
all,  and  the  natives  also  eat  the  kernel  and  chew  the  giunmy  inner 
casing  of  the  busk. 

Specimens  of  the  nuts  have  been  submitted  to  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  examination  and 
analysis,  and  they  report  as  follows: 

After  having  been  botanlcally  identified  as  Acrocomia  vinifera  Oerst.,  these 
nuts  or  kernels  were  submitted  for  oil  content  analysis  to  the  food  investigation 
chemiat,  who  reports  that  they  contain  57.7  per  cent  of  petroleum  ether  extract 
An  analysis  of  the  seeds  of  Uie  same  palm  from  Nicaragua  was  published  In 
1003  as  follows:  "Specific  gravity  at  2o°,  O.0136;  meltlug  point,  25°;  clouding 
point  17* ;  free  acid,  1.69 ;  saponification  number,  216.2 ;  iodine  number,  25.2 ; 
Relcbert  Meissel  number,  5."  Botli  the  oil  and  reshlue  are  similar  In  com- 
position to  that  obtained  from  the  coconut  and  other  palms,  and  could  be  used 
In  the  manufacture  of  similar  food  products.  The  difficulty  of  producing  this 
oil  In  commercial  quantities,  however.  Is  a  mechanical  one,  there  being  no 
machinery  on  the  market  at  this  time  that  can  be  economically  used  for  crack- 
ing the  extremely  hard  shells  that  Inclose  these  kernels.  An  allied  genus 
(Attaica  cohnne),  the  palm  from  which  the  cohune  oil  is  obtained,  grows  In 
great  abundance  In  British  Honduras,  but  on  account  of  the  lack  of  proper 
mechanical  means  to  crack  the  nuts  it  can  not  be  profitably  produced.  Experi- 
ments with  machinery  for  this  have  been  carried  on  from  time  to  time  for 
some  years  at  Belize,  but  we  have  not  beard  of  the  sncces.s  of  any  of  the 
ventures.  We  understand  also  that  a  concern  in  Philadelphia  Is  testing 
machhies  for  this  purpose.  The  cohune  nut,  though  somewhat  larger  than  the 
coyol,  is  similar  in  construction,  and  the  same  machine  could  doubtless  be 
used  for  both. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  cake,  after  the  oil  had  been  extracted,  might 
be  of  value  for  fertilizing  or  for  cattle  feeding,  but  nothing  definit« 
is  known  on  this  point.  There  is  a  gentleman  in  San  Jos^,  Costa 
Eica,  who  is  interested  in  the  matter  of  the  utilization  of  these  nuts 
and  who  would  be  glad  to  imdertake  the  building  of  a  factory,  in 
case  the  project  should  be  taken  up  by  American  capital. 

[The  names  and  addresses  of  the  gentleman  referred  to  In  the  last  paragraph 
and  of  the  Philadelphia  firm  which  Is  experimenting  with  the  machinery  have 
been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  will  be 
furnished  to  inquirers.    Refer  to  file  No.  649.] 
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FOBEIGK  TRADE  OFFOfiTTJinTIES. 

[Whvre  addresses  are  omitted  tbey  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareati  or  Its  brma«k 

office*.] 

Advertising  novelties.  No.  18370. — A  firm  in  Switzerland  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  Is  desirous  of  making  connections  with  American 
manufacturers  of  fancy  articles  for  advertising  purposes,  such  as  articles 
for  the  pocltet,  mirrors,  pictures,  calendars,  and  novelties  for  hanging  on 
the  walls  in  tea  rooms,  hotels,  restaurants,  and  waiting  room&  Samples 
and  quotations  are  desired.  Prices  c.  i.  f.  European  port  or  f.  o.  b.  American 
port.  American  export  terms  and  conditions  ore  accepted.  References 
given.    Correspondence  may  be  in  B^glish. 

Dried  and  canned  fruit.  No.  1S371. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Nether- 
lands reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  dried  and  canned  fruits.  Terms,  commis- 
sion basis  or  own  account,  lleferences  given.  Correspondence  may  l>e  in 
English. 

Chemicals,  etc..  No.  1.S372. — A  manufacturer  in  the  Far  East  requests  an  Ameri- 
can consul  to  furnish  names  of  American  firms  dealing  in  industrial 
vaseline,  liquid  ammonia,  boracic  acid  in  powder,  naphtaline  in  powder, 
and  tin  iibeets  with  wliich  to  line  the  interior  of  wooden  cases.  It  Is 
understood  that  the  requirements  are  only  for  the  plant  of  the  inquirer,  but 
there  are  other  plants  of  the  same  kind,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  a 
market  might  be  created  for  these  American  products. 

Toilet  •rticles.  No.  18373. — A  firm  of  commission  agents  has  requested  an  Ameri- 
can consul  in  Greece  to  place  it  in  direct  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  toilet  soaps  and  other  toilet  articles.  Quotations  f.  o.  b. 
New  York,  cash  against  documents  for  first  orders.  The  consul  states  that 
there  is  a  good  denmnd  for  all  kinds  of  fine  toilet  and  high-grade  laundry 
soaps  in  that  market. 

ITosierv,  No.  18374. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that 
a  firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  establish  commercif  1  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  silk,  lisle,  cotton,  and  woolen  hosiery.  Samples, 
prices,  terms  of  payment,  and  catalogues  are  requested.  Bank  references 
given.    Correspondence  should  be  either  in  Cierman  or  French. 

Electric  ceiling  fans.  No.  18375. — ^A  report  from  a  consular  officer  in  India  states 
that  a  firm  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  Amerlcnn  manufac- 
turers of  electric  celling  fans.  It  is  stated  UiKt  tbere  is  a  very  large 
market  for  this  type  of  fan.  Illustrated  advertising  mctter,  prices,  dJs- 
coimts,  and  terms  of  sale  are  desired.  It  would  like  exclusive  representa- 
tion on  a  commission  basis,  but  if  necessary  will  buy  outright.  Prices 
should  be  quoted  c.  i.  f.  Calcutta.  Keferences  can  be  fumisheO.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Slaughterhouse,  No.  18376. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Peru  reports  that 
a  municipality  in  that  country  intends  to  build  a  large  slaughterhouse  and 
cattle  market,  and  it  is  requested  that  American  firms  interested  In  supply- 
ing the  material  for  offices,  refrigerating  plant,  warehouses,  stables,  ken- 
nels, restaurant,  and  stalls  for  this  enterprise  obtain  the  name  of  the  person 
In  charge  of  the  operation  from  this  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Spanish,  and  the  metric  system  used  In  statin; 
weights  and  measurements. 

Paints,  colors,  and  varnishes.  No.  18377. — A  firm  in  India  requests  an  American 
consul  to  place  it  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of  paints, 
colors,  and  varnishes.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

I'oothpicks,  etc..  No.  18378. — It  is  stated  in  a  report  from  an  American  consul 
in  Switzerland  that  a  firm  in  that  country  is  desirous  of  communicating 
with  American  manufacturers  of  wooden  toothpicks,  cigar  and  cigarette 
holders,  ash  trays,  and  small  fancy  novelties,  such  as  are  used  in  hotels, 
restaurants,  and  bars.  Samples  and  quotations  f.  o.  b.  American  port  or 
c.  1.  f.  European  port  ore  solicited.  American  export  terms  and  conditio"* 
are  accepted.    Correspondence  nioy  be  in  English.    Keferences  are  given- 
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WOOLEN  MILIS  CLOSING  IN  SWEDEN. 

(Cbarg«  d'AITalrea  Jefferson  CafTery,  Stockholm,  Aug.  24.] 

The  newspapers  announce  that  on  account  of  the  lack  of  raw  mate- 
rial various  factories  in  Sweden  making  woolen  fabrics  have  been 
obliged  to  close  down. 


SH0BTA6E  OF  CBOCHET  ANB  KNITTING  COTTON. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Terae  L.  Havens,  SanUago,  Chile,  Aug.  24.] 

There  is  a  shortage  of  crochet  and  knitting  cotton  in  Chile. 
D  M  C  goods  of  European  origin  hare  been  entirely  consumed.  Sis 
stores  visited  had  no  crochet  cotton  left.  The  small  available  supply, 
is  increasing  rapidly  in  price. 

It  is  suggested  that  manufacturers  of  these  goods  communicate 
with  people  with  whom  they  have  had  previous  relations  in  the  hope 
that  shipments  can  be  made  soon  without  much  delay  in  looking  up 
credit  standing. 

AMEBICAN  CATALOGTTES  WANTED  IN  BBAZIL. 

[Consul  Maddin  Summers,  Silo  Paulo,  July  29.] 

With  reference  to  my  cablegram  requesting  catalogues  of  Amer- 
ican exporters  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  July  19,  1915]  the  impor- 
tance of  manufacturers  sending  catalogues,  price  lists,  etc.,  to  this 
consulate  at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible  is  reiterated. 

The  new  American  consulate  has  now  been  established  in  Sao  Paulo 
for  over  two  months,  and  there  are  practically  no  catalogues  in  the 
files.  The  Sao  Paulo  merchants  are  daily  asking  for  commercial  in- 
formation, and  we  are  at  a  loss  to  assist  them  as  we  should.  Com- 
mercial literature  should  be  sent  promptly  to  the  "American  Consul, 
Sao  Paulo,  BraziL" 
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CHAHOES  nr  AEOEimKA'S  FOKEIOV  TSASE. 

[Consul  Qeneral  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  Aug.  13;  monetarjr  Rtrni 
glTen  are  In  United  States  currency.] 

The  Director  General  of  Statistics  has  given  advance  information 
regarding  Argentine  exports  and  imports  for  the  first  six  months 
of  1915. 

The  balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  the  Ben)ublic  during  this  period 
amounts  to  $203,405,072,  the  highest  mark  that  has  ever  been  reached. 

Value  of  Total  Foreign  Commerce. 

The  value  of  the  total  Argentine  foreign  commerce  in  tira  first 
half  of  1915  -was  $396,651,938.  The  amount  exceeded  that  for  the 
corresponding  period  in  1914  by  $25,867,592.  Imports  into  the  coun- 
try for  the  first  half  of  1915  decreased  by  $68,407,648,  or  41.4  per 
cent,  from  those  for  the  six-months  period  in  1914,  while  the  exports 
increased  by  $93,775,240,  or  45.4  per  cent,  over  those  of  the  first  half 
of  1914. 

The  revenue  of  the  country  has  been  seriously  affected  by  the  fact 
that  the  value  of  the  dutiable  imports  for  the  first  half  of  1915  has 
been  $46,803,767,  or  43.8  per  cent,  less  than  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1914. 

Among  the  imports  of  1915,  as  compared  with  those  of  1914,  only 
two  classes  of  articles  show  an  increase — live  stock  and  oils  of  all 
kinds  (mineral,  volatile,  medicinal,  and  fats).  In  the  case  of  the 
lattter,  this  is  due  to  the  increased  import  here  of  naphtha  and  crude 
petroleum. 
Increase  In  AgrlcnltuTal  and  Forest  Prodveta  Zzported. 

The  exports  show  increases  only  in  agricultural  and  forest  prod- 
ucts, while  the  others  have  fallen  off.  Tliose  of  live  animals  in- 
creased over  1914  by  $1,069,956,  due  chiefly  to  the  shipment  of  horses, 
which  represented  a  value  of  $2,591,035.  The  exports  of  frozen 
meats  decreased  by  $1,903,855;  chilled  beef,  by  $2,438,357;  frozen 
sheep  and  lambs,  by  $1,031,386;  and  the  value  of  tiie  wool  exported 
was  less  than  in  1914  by  $1,031,386. 

The  agricultural  products  exported  increased  in  value  by  $95,404,- 
040,  and  included  an  increase  of  $7,742,548  in  oats;  of  $4,873,551  in 
maize;  of  $85,296,848  in  wheat;  of  $3,225,084  in  flour;  and  of 
$3,748,306  in  sugar. 

COASI-TO-COAST  SERVICE  OF  CAKA9IAN  KAHWAY. 

[Consul  Henry  1'.  Starrctt,  Fort  WUllam,  Ontario,  Sept  1.} 

On  August  24  an  official  inspection  of  the  new  line  of  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  between  Sudbury  and  Port  Arthur,  Ontario,  was 
made  by  the  president  of  the  road,  Sir  William  McKenzie.  The 
running  time  of  the  train  between  TorMito  and  Port  Arthur  was  20 
hours,  a  saving  of  about  8  hours  over  the  competing  line. 

While  no  definite  announcement  has  been  made  as  to  the  date  of 
the  establishment  of  permanent  service  over  the  new  line,  the  officials 
of  the  company  promise  that  this  will  take  place  during  the  early 
part  of  the  present  month,  in  ample  time  to  assist  in  the  great  fall 
and  winter  movement  of  east-bound  grain. 

The  completion  of  this  section  of  the  railway  now  givce  the  Ca- 
nadian Northern  System  a  through  transcontinental  line  from  NeW 
Westminster,  B.  C,  to  Ottawa  and  MontreaL 
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V.  S.  SHIPS  GET  CANADIAN  lAEE-TEAFnC  BIGHTS. 

(CoMOl  Henry  P.  Starrett.  Fort  WUllam,  Ontario,  Bept.  9.] 

Beports  reached  here  to-day  from  Ottawa  that  the  Dominion 
Government  had  decided  to  permit  American  ships  to  trade  between 
Canadian  lake  ports. 

The  pressure  brought  about  by  the  lack  of  sufficient  Canadian 
vessel  tonnage  to  handle  the  grain  crop  through  the  Great  Lakes  is 
said  to  be  responsible  for  this  move. 

During  the  navigation  season  of  1914  there  were  105  vessels  of 
Canadian  register  employed  in  the  grain-carrying  trade  on  the  Great 
Lakes,  their  total  tonnage  being  350,000.  Owing  to  the  transfer  of 
many  of  these  ships  to  the  ocean  trade,  there  are  available  this  season 
only  66  Canadian  ships,  with  combined  tonnage  of  109,000. 

It  is  stated  that  this  partial  suspension  of  the  Canadian  navigation 
laws  is  to  be  operative  only  during  the  present  navigation  season. 
The  effect  of  the  innovation  will  be  that  American  lake  vessels  will 
participate  this  season  to  a  much  larger  extent  than  ever  before  in 
the  grain-carrying  trade  out  of  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur. 

United  States  Commissioner  of  Navigation  E.  T.  Chamberlain 
states  that  this  report  will  be  welcome  news  to  the  owners  of  Ameri- 
can ships  engaged  in  the  lake  traffic.  "  They  have  had  a  bad  year," 
says  Mr.  Chamberlain,  "  and  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian 
Government  will  help  to  improve  conditions.  The  navigation  sea- 
son will  continue  through  the  rest  of  September,  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, and  through  as  much  of  November  as  weather  conditions  will 
permit." 

TOTJBIST  VESSEL  WANTED. 

[Consul  Wllllnm  P.  Doty,  Nassau,  N.  P.,  Bahamas,  Sept.  17.] 

A  vessel  is  being  sought  by  a  tourist  agency  in  the  United  States  to 
accommodate  25  to  30  first-class  passengers  tor  a  cruise  of  two  weeks, 
starting  preferably  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  but  if  necessary  from 
Miami  or  some  other  port  of  that  State,  touching  at  Nassau,  New 
Providence,  Wilson  City,  Abaco,  Governors  Harbor,  Harbor  Island, 
Watlings  Island  (discovered  by  Columbus),  and  possibly  at  one  or 
more  intermediate  islands,  and  thence  to  a  Florida  port. 

The  steamer  should  not  draw  more  than  13  feet.  All  expenses, 
including  food  of  passengers  while  not  on  shore,  fuel,  and  incidentals, 
are  to  be  estimated  in  the  bid  and  only  one  amount  to  be  siibmitted 
to  the  agency.  Probably  during  the  cruise  the  vessel  may  be  in 
harbor  nearly  one-half  of  the  time,  but  it  might  prove  somewhat  less. 
A  yacht  naturally  would  be  preferred.  The  voyage  is  planned  be- 
tween January  1  and  March  31,  1916. 

[The  address  of  the  firm  to  which  communications  sbonld  be  addressed  may 
be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  branches; 
refer  to  file  60,307.]  

PEAT  POWDEK  FACTOEY  IN  SWEDEN. 

[CbargS  d' Affaires  Jefferson  Caffcry,  Stockholm,  Aug.  24.] 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  erection  of  a  large  factory 
in  Sweden  where  peat  powder  will  be  prepared.  It  will  be  located 
in  the  Province  of  Vastergotland,  where  there  are  many  large  peat 
bogs. 
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CTTBSEVCT  SirTTATIOH  IH  BEBMTTBA. 

[Consul  Carl  S.  Loop,  Hunllton,  Bermuda,  Aug.  20.] 

In  normal  times  the  volume  of  currency  in  Bermnds  is  estimated 
»t  £50,000  (British  £=$4.8665)  in  gold  and  at  £10,000  to  £12j000  in 
silver,  there  being  no  paper  currency.  Immediately  upon  the  out- 
break of  the  war  the  exportation  of  gold  waa  prohibited,  although 
large  amoimts  of  specie  were  taken  out  of  the  colony  by  British  war 
vessels,  reducing  the  volume  to  about  £20,000  in  gold  and  about  £3,000 
in  silver. 

In  October  last  between  £&OfiOO  and  £40,000  in  gold  was  imported 
from  England,  since  which  date  no  specie  has  beoi  shipped,  due  to 
the  )}08sibility  of  its  nonarrivaL  This  new  supply  continued  to  be 
depleted  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  which  reduced  the  original 
amounts,  so  that  in  March  of  this  year,  under  act  of  the  colonial  leg- 
islature, the  Bermuda  Government  issued  £8,000  in  £1  notes,  for 
general  circulation,  and  about  June  1,  a  further  issue  was  nutde  of 
£10,000  in  £1  notes,  which  were  handed  to  the  treasury  chest  officer 
for  payment  to  the  military  and  naval  services,  the  colony  receiving 
in  turn  a  credit  for  like  amoimt  in  London. 

About  July  1  a  further  expedient  was  resorted  to,  viz,  that  of  im- 
porting about  £10,000  worth  of  American  currency  for  military  and 
naval  requirements. 

In  July  the  governor  of  Bermuda  received  a  communication  from 
the  treasury  of  the  United  Kingdom,  suggesting,  in  view  of  the 
shortage  of  currency  in  Bermuda,  that  the  emergency  be  met  kf.  od^o 
of  the  following  measures : 

(1)  By  passing  legislation  enabling  the  continnance  of  the  Issue  of  Bermuda 
Government  notes  to  the  treasury  chest  officer,  or 

(2)  By  enacting  that  United  Ktagdom  currencjr  notes  of  £1  and  10  shillings 
denomination  shall  be  legal  tender  in  Bermuda. 

Pursuant  to  the  suggestion,  the  Bermuda  Legislative  Assembly 
enacted  on  August  3  that  £1  and  10  shilling  notes  of  the  United 
Kingdom  shall  oe  legal  tender  in  Bermuda,  such  notes  to  be  supplied 
as  and  when  required  by  the  colony.  The  act  by  its  own  terms  will 
expire  at  the  end  of  1917,  but  in  practice  it  will  be  continued  by  ap- 
propriate legislation  imtil  its  usefulness  has  ceased  to  exist.  At  the 
same  time  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  issue  of  Bermuda  Gov- 
ernment £1  notes  to  such  amount,  not  exceeding  £30,000,  inclusive  of 
the  £18,000  already  issued,  as  the  governor  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct 
Hates  of  Sxohaage. 

In  normal  times  Bermuda  banks  receive  American  cnrrmcy  at  1 
per  cent  discount,  sell  exchange  on  New  York  at  par,  and  buy  similar 
exchange  at  1  per  cent  discount  Now  American  currency  is  accepted 
by  the  banks  at  par.  Exchange  on  New  York  is  sold  at  1  per  cent 
premium  and  is  purchased  at  par. 


Nearly  two  and  a  half  million  workpeople  in  the  United  Kingdom 
have  had  since  August,  1914,  increases  in  wages  totaling  $2,0(X),000 
per  week.  The  British  Board  of  Trade  Labor  Gazette  adds  that  these 
figures  do  not  include  increases  for  overtime,  nor  to  farm  laborers, 
seamen,  railway  men,  police,  or  Government  employees. 
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AMEEICAir  FOBEION  TRADE  BXTBING  AITaiTST. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  Nation's  history  exports  of  the  United 
States  exceeded  $3,000,000^000  in  value  for  a  12-month  period.  For 
the  12  months  ending  with  August  31,  1915,  exports  aggregated 
$3,035,033,280,  against  $2,280,185,791  in  a  like  period  one  year  ago. 
Twelve  months'  imports  of  merchandise  totaled  $1,669,698,934,  com- 
pared with  $1,906,657,515  last  year. 

The  month  of  August  showed  exports  valued  at  $261,975,771, 
against  $110,367,494  in  August,  1914,  an  increase  of  $151,608,277,  or 
137  per  cent.  August  imports  totaled  $141,729,638,  against  $129,- 
767,890  in  August,  1914,  a  gain  of  $11,961,748,  or  9  per  cent.  Thus 
August  trade  this  year  shows  an  export  balance  of  $120,246,133,  as 
compared  with  an  import  balance  in  August,  1914,  of  $19,400,396,  a 
favorable  change  of  $139,646,529. 

Of  the  August  imports,  70  per  cent  entered  free  of  duty,  against  62 
per  cent  in  August  last  year. 

Our  international  gold  movements  during  the  first  year  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  European  war  included  imports  of  gold,  $244,004,045, 
against  $59,312,328  in  a  like  period  one  year  ago;  exports  of  gold, 
$97,749,270,  against  $153,984,944  a  year  earlier. 

The  12  months  ending  with  August  31,  1915,  showed  an  excess  of 
exports  over  imports  of  merchandise  amounting  to  $1,365,334,346, 
compared  with  $373,528,276  in  a  like  period  one  year  ago,  and 
$711,755,672  in  a  like  period  two  years  ago.  It  also  recorded  a  net 
inward  gold  movement  of  $146,254,775,  compared  with  a  net  out- 
ward gold  movement  of  $94,672,616  in  1913-14,  and  a  net  outward 
movement  of  $4,315,591  in  1912-13. 

Tlie  aggregate  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the  year 
endinff  with  August,  1915,  the  first  year  of  the  European  war,  was, 
including  merchandise,  gold,  and  silver,  $5,129,715,002,  against 
$4,480,304,760  in  the  year  immediately  preceding  the  war.  The  net 
increase  of  $649,410,242  for  the  year  included  a  gain  of  $754,847,489 
in  exports  oif  merchandise  and  of  $189,749,922  in  imports  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  a  decrease  of  $236,958,581  in  imports  of  merchandise  and 
of  $58,228,588  in  exports  of  gold  and  silver. 


HANDBOOK  ON  MININO  LAWS. 

"  United  States  Mining  Statutes  Annotated "  is  a  1,772-page  bul- 
letin (No.  94)  just  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines. 
Owing  to  the  expense  involved  in  its  printing  it  has  been  necessary 
to  place  the  nominal  price  of  $2.50  on  the  work.  It  is  for  sale  in 
two  cloth-bound  volumes  at  this  price  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  bulletin  is  intended  for  persons  engaged  in  mining  enter- 
prises that  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Federal  mining  laws  and  as 
a  guide  in  the  determination  of  mining  rights  and  duties.  It  shows 
the  status  of  every  Federal  mining  law,  both  laws  relating  to  metal 
mining  and  those  relating  to  coal,  oil,  and  phosphate,  r.nd  to  mining 
on  public,  Indian,  and  railroad  lands.  It  includes  references  to 
Alaska  and  the  Philippine  Islands,  and  is  the  only  complete  work  in 
its  field. 
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SOTTTH  AKEBICA  BTTTS  UIXLE  FOBEXOH  CASDZ. 

[Consul  General  h,  J.  Keena,  Talparaiu,  Cblle.  Ang.  0.] 

The  Chilean  customs  law  classifies  imported  candies  as  "  chocolate 
in  bars  and  powdered  chocolate,"  "  manufactured  chocolate,"  and 
"  manufactured  candies."  On  the  chocolate  products  the  duty  is  40 
per  cent  and  on  the  manufactured  candies  65  per  cent  on  a  set  valua* 
tion  of  1.20  pesos  per  kilo  (19.87  cents  per  pound). 

The  bar  chocolate  and  powdered  chocolate  imported  into  Chile 
include  all  standard  makes  of  British,  French,  Swiss,  and  Italian 
products.  The  bar  chocolate  is  put  up  in  tablets  of  various  sizes 
wrapped  in  tinfoil  and  with  an  outer  wrapping  of  paper.  Manu- 
factured  chocolate  is  ordinarily  solid  chocolate  candies  molded  into 
varying  shapes  and  wrapped  with  an  inner  covering  of  waxed  paper 
and  an  outer  covering  of  tinfoil.  All  the  chocolate  candies  imported 
from  Italy  are  of  this  type,  and,  in  addition,  the  products  of  two 
Turin  companies  often  contain  inside  the  wrapper  a  slip  of  paper 
bearing  a  motto  or  wish  in  Spanish. 

Xetall  Prices— Klxed  and  Bulk  Candles. 

The  local  retail  price  of  solid  chocolate  candies  wrapped  as  above 
averages  about  $0.90  United  States  currency  per  pound.  Finer 
grades,  with  cream  or  nut  centers,  such  as  are  used  in  box  trades 
retail  for  about  $1.30  United  States  currency  per  pound ;  the  sale  of 
these,  however,  is  very  limited.  The  Italian,  Swiss,  and  Frendi 
chocolates  are  often  sold  in  small  tin  boxes  of  odd  shap«s,  such  as 
fruits,  musical  instruments,  trunks,  motor  cars,  etc 

In  candies  other  than  chocolate  there  is  some  sale  for  mixed 
bonbons  packed  in  fancy  boxes.  This  line  will  probably  never  be 
of  much  importance,  as  the  candy  when  retailed  is  four  to  six  months 
old.  Some  varieties  of  English  candies,  particularly  toffee  and  bar- 
ley sugar,  are  sold  in  ^pound,  1-pound,  .and  2-pound  tins,  the 
candies  contained  in  the  tin  being  individually  wrapped  in  waxed 
paper. 

The  largest  general  sale  for  bulk  candy  is  in  caramels,  individu- 
ally wrapped  in  waxed  paper,  and  in  a  kind  of  hard  cream  candy 
with  a  miit-pulp  center.  The  latter  are  wrapped  in  waxed  paper 
and  covered  with  an  outer  wrapper  bearing  the  name  of  the  flavor 
and  the  name  of  the  manufacturer.  The  trade  in  this  line  seems  to 
be  divided  between  a  London  and  a  Turin  firm.  The  product  of 
the  first-named  company  retails  for  about  $1  United  Stat^  currency 
per  pound  and  the  Turin  company's  caramels,  etc.,  for  about  $0.75 
per  pound. 
Correct  Packing  an  EtsentlaL 

The  requirement  of  the  local  market  for  imported  chocolates  and 
candies  is  that  they  be  of  a  type  which  will  not  deteriorate  rapidly 
and  that  they  be  so  wrapped  that  they  will  not  take  up  moisture  from 
the  air.  The  requirement  as  to  wrapping  does  not  apply  to  fruit 
lozenges,  which  are  ordinarily  kept  in  glass  jars.  For  ^pment 
through  the  Tropics  candy  of  all  kinds  should  bie  packed  in  air-tigbt 
containers. 

Candy  and  chocolates  are  imported  principally  by  wholesale 
grocers.    A  list  of  these  houses  in  Valparaiso  and  Santiago,  Chile,  i» 
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transmitted  [and  may  be  had,  upon  application,  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  65581]. 

Chile's  Purchases  of  Foreign  Confections. 

The  amount  and  value  of  Chile's  imports  of  candy  and  the  prin- 
cipal countries  from  which  the  confections  were  purchased  during 
the  last  two  years  are  shown  below : 


Articles  and  sources. 


Chocolate,  In  ban  and  powdered. 

United  SUtes 

Belgium 

Franre 

Germanv 

Great  Britain 


1913 


Pounds.       Value. 


Italy., 
oin. 


Spall 
Uanufactured  chocolate. 
United  States. 

Beli;ium 

France 

Germany 

Great  Britain. 


Italy., 
atn. 


Spall    _ 
Uanufactured  candles. 
Unitei  States. 

Belgium 

Franco 

Germany 

Great  Britain.. 
Italy 


Italy.. 
Spain. 


339,831 

1.400 

19,048 

103,452 

17.  ('.2a 

1(;3,318 

23.G.34 

7.253 

151,722 


30,115 

7,760 

20,  M4 

49.4lil 

39,837 

2.t35 

469,320 

18,519 

13,217 

36,804 

35,980 

301,623 

46,3S8 

9,645 


1914 


Pounds.      Value. 


tG7,5IS 

278 

3,784 

20.&53 

3,602 

32,447 

4,G9S 

1,441 

30,144 


5,983 
1,542 
4,161 
9,827 
7,915 
623 

93,241 
3,67s 
2,625 
7,908 
7.148 

59,926 
9,218 
1,916 


214.179 

f42,551 

9,689 

1,925 

1,124 

223 

68,894 

13,688 

8,852 

1,750 

107.178 

21.293 

9.304 

1,848 

2.557 

508 

86,266 

17,138 

231 

46 

6,867 

1,364 

3,406 

677 

11,740 

2,332 

31,660 

6,292 

32,110 

6,37V 

320,805 

(13,735 

16,843 

3,346 

5,016 

996 

23,105 

4,580 

24,339 

4,836 

179,048 

35,572 

65,543 

13,022 

5,478 

1,068 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Moreau  Gottschalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Jnly  20.] 
Bntsil  Imports  but  Small  Fart  of  Total  Amount  Consumed. 

The  following  statistics  show  the  extent  to  which  the  various  classes 
of  sweets  were  imported  into  Brazil  during  1913  and  1914: 


Articles  and  sources. 


1913 


Poimds.       Value. 


1914 


Pounds.      Value. 


Chocolate 

United  States 

France 

Germany 

Great  llritain 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Confectlmery  and  candies. 

United  Slates 

Franco 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Switzerland 


102,438 

507 

13,852 

6,314 

32,234 

10,657 

30,510 

217,1111 

421 

91,820 

92,680 

9,211 

3,627 


139,687 

167 

4,289 

2,676 

11,043 

5,380 

12,911 

67,731 

112 

29,906 

14,918 

4,204 

1,386 


36,747 


*I6,079 


4,879 

1,483 

2,341 

1,027 

7,921 

4,119 

4,403 

2,326 

13,541 

5,442 

102,758 

23,923 

2,921 

718 

33,336 

10,640 

61,573 

7,643 

1,980 

917 

2,487 

1,028 

It  is  apparent  from  the  foregoing  figures  that  the  importations  of 
the-so  products  constitute  but  a  s^mall  share  of  the  consumption  of  a 
nation  of  nearly  20,000,000  inhabitants  who  are  proverbially  fond  of 
sweets. 
Domestic  Industry  Supplies  Host  of  the  Demand. 

The  comparatively  pmall  import  is  attributable,  first,  to  the  c::- 
tremely  high  protective  tariff  under  which  a  growing  domestic  i.' 
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dustry  has  been  fostered,  and,  second,  to  the  rapid  deterioratitai  of 
confectionery  in  this  climate.  Chocolate,  cocoa,  and  candies  are  made 
in  numerous  large  factories  in  Kio  de  Janeiro,  the  operations  of 
which  were  described  in  a  report  from  this  cwosulate  general  dated 
April  23,  1913,  entitled  "Chocolate,  Cocoa,  Candies,  and  Confec- 
tionery in  Brazil."  [The  report  referred  to  is  one  of  an  extensive 
series  on  this  subject,  prepared  by  American  consular  officers  in  many 
countries.  The  reports,  in  manuscript  form,  are  available  for  m- 
spectiMi  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
branch  offices.]  Unfortunately  more  recent  statistics  concerning  do- 
mestic production  are  not  available. 
Van  Houten's  (Dutch)   and  Suchard's  (French)   are  the  most 

Sopular  foreign  cocoas  used  here;  and  Cadbury's  (English)  and 
acquin's  (French),  together  with  some  Italian  candies,  in  boxes  and 
hermetically  sealed  tins,  enjoy  the  bulk  of  the  Brazilian  trade  in 
imported  candies. 

[A  list  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  Importers  of  confectionery  maj-  be  obtained  from 
tbe  Burean  and  Its  brancbes  by  asking  for  fi>e  No.  65424.} 


AHEBICAN  on-DBILLmG  HACEISEST  m  TBX  CAUCASUS. 

[Consul  F.  Wlllougbby  Smitli,  BatDB,  Rusaia,  Ab*.  12.] 

The  following  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  this  consulate  by 
an  important  Baku  firm  may  be  of  interest  to  American  manufac- 
turers of  drilling  machinery. 

Tlie  mo«t  conspicuous  feature  in  the  local  district  from  the  Uotted  States 
point  of  view  is  the  boom  in  rotary  drilling  machinery.  Quite  a  number  of  out- 
fits have  been  Imported  from  the  States.  It  would  pay  any  manufactuzer  of 
rotary  outfits  to  open  stores  in  Bukn  and  Grozny. 

Genera  !ly,  It  must  t>e  pointed  out  that  America  being  the  home  of  the  petro- 
leum Industry  should  hare  no  difficulty  In  holding  the  lion's  share  of  the  Baku 
and  Grozny  markets,  but  in  order  to  do  this  they  must  show  some  of  the 
Teuton  adaptability  to  circumstances,  or  In  other  words  they  must  realize  the 
need  of  credit  in  Russia ;  so  far  the  United  States  manufacturer  seems  to  ex- 
pect the  Russian  merchant  to  find  out  what  he  (the  manufacturer)  has  to  sell, 
apply  to  him  for  particulars  and  prices,  and  send  in  orders  accompanied  by  a 
confliTued  credit,  which  in  other  words  means  depositing  the  money  in  full  In  a 
New  York  bank.  The  Russian  merchant  must  then  wait  a  few  months  for  tbe 
execution  of  his  order  and  a  further  few  mouths  for  delivery.  Tbe  net  result 
is  that  the  Russian  merchant  must  be  prepared  to  wait  al)ont  a  y«ar  before  the 
goods  come  into  his  store,  whereas  the  German  manufacturer  sends  goods  ia 
bond,  and  the  merchant  pays  for  them  as  sold  and  taken  out  of  bond. 

The  importance  of  keeping  a  permanent  stock  of  drilling  outfits 
at  Baku  and  Grozny  can  not  oe  too  strongly  emphasiz^. 

APPLE  SHOSTAGE  IK  OBTASIO  PBOYUfCE. 

[Consal  FeUz  S.  S.  Johnaon,  Kingston,  Canada,  Sept  18.} 

The  apple  crop  in  Ontario  Province  will  be  short  and  rather  poor 
in  quality.  There  has  been  much  wet  weather  and  fungus  growths. 
Fruit  men  believe  that  this  will  be  a  low-record  year  in  production 
and  quality.  Estimates  for  various  sections  are  20  to  50  per  cent 
In  Prince  Edward  County  Russets  and  Snows  are  well  loaded ;  where 
sprayed  the  fruit  is  clean,  and  buyers  have  hsetx  active,  some  sales 
having  been  made  at  $2.50  to  $2.70  per  barrel. 
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FEBiniZEBS  IN  HOLLATTO. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Elnvin  W.  Thompson.  The  Hague.  Aug.  24.] 

By  a  recent  regulation  the  Netherlands  Government  will  in  future 
purchase  and  import  all  foreign  fertilizers  through  a  special  royal 
commission.  Omcial  blanks  are  now  being  filled  out  by  the  dealers 
indicating  their  probable  requirements  of  the  diflferent  kinds.  A 
member  of  the  commission  is  stationed  in  London  to  arrange  details 
of  financing  and  shipping.  (The  Dutch  legation  in  London  will 
give  particulars  to  prospective  sellers.) 

Int^Eisive  agriculture  has  reached  a  high  pitch  in  Holland,  where 
there  are  about  500  people  to  the  square  mile.  Besides  the  domestic 
barnyard  manures,  24,000  tons  are  annually  imported,  mainly  from 
Belgium  and  Germany.  Artificial  fertilizers  are  used  to  a  large 
extent  In  1913,  which  was  a  normal  year,  1,368^^27  metric  tons  were 
imported  for  consumption. 
Ketherlaads  Ioip«rts  of  Artiftei»l  XaBuea. 

The  following  table  (in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds)  is  from  the 
Dutch  official  statistics  for  1913  and  shows  the  countries  from  which 
the  various  fertilizer  ingredients  were  imported,  though  not  neces- 
sarily the  countries  of  origin : 


Fertiliims. 

Belgium. 

Oer- 
maiqr. 

Pacfflo 
Islaads. 

United 
King, 
dom. 

United 
StatK. 

Other 
eovn- 
trles. 

TotaL 

Tuni. 

4,893 

<0 

31.344 

74S 

94,8017 

00,422 

434 

10 

30,014 

Timt. 

«.(« 

3,791 

3U.3M 

4.543 

326,210 

27,753 

105,132 

28.483 

Tom. 
4,9S0 

Tom. 
48» 

Ttni. 
S.400 
U 

Tow. 
5,763 
380 
ie$,4J0 

r»w. 

22,313 

Bcn0  nml            

7,048 
203  5gS 

Cbiloansaltpctdr.. 

KainitauidcanttlUta 

214,068 

Sup^TPliospbatsB .............. . 

•,80O 
1,000 

103 

310 

2.W1 

1 

91 

102,308 
45,844 

81,818 
4,321 

270,378 

438, 113 

AmoKinhm  whphftto 

31,177 

Potash -■ 

105,193 

OfkerUnds 

3.408 

7,780 

I8,7S» 

70,4SS 

Total 

212,532 

716,408 

16,123 

4,047 

181,263 

237,961 

1,368,337 

•mantttj  Vaed  per  Acre. 

The  whole  area  of  Holland  is  12,600  square  miles  (about  the  size 
of  Maryland),  which  is  occupied  approximately  as  follows: 

Flowers  and  !>ulba .'!0 

Nuraerles . — —_-____ 85 

Market  gardens _~- . ._ 195 


Area  most  Wghly  fertilized 

Grain,  potatoes,  and  other  field  crops __-.__ 


Total  area  fertilized 

Meadows 

I^arks  and  trees 


Italldings,  roads,  canals,  moors 


310 
3,400 

3,7t0 
4,730 
1,000 
3,140 


Total 12. 600 

Considering  the  fertilized  area  of  3,710  square  miles,  or  2,374,400 
acres,  the  commercial  fertilizer  used  averages  more  than  1,270  pounds 
per  acre,  which  is  fully  three  or  four  times  as  much  as  the  average- 
where  employed  at  all — in  the  United  States.  When  to  this  is 
added  the  considerable  amount  of  home  manures  used,  it  is  not  dii"'- 
ficult  to  understand  the  high  agricultural  productiveness  of  this 
little  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1418 


COMMERCE  BEPOBTS; 


FOBEION  COniTTBIES  BTTY  AMEBICAH  lACOMOTHTES. 

Facts  of  more  than  passing  int€rest  as  to  the  growing  world  popu- 
larity of  American  locomotives  and  a  truly  remarkable  achievement 
in  quick  delivery  were  brought  to  light  in  a  personal  letter  to  Secre- 
tary of  Commerce  Redfield  from  an  official  of  a  large  American  loco- 
motive works.  The  following  extract  therefrom  is  used  by  per- 
mission : 

Yon  will  be  Interested  to  learn  that  we  received  an  order  last  week  for  25 
large  freight  locomotives  for  tbe  Madrid,  Saragossa  &  Alicante  Railway,  of 
Spain;  we  also  received  an  additional  order  for  15  passenger  locomotives  for 
Serbia.  The  25  locomotives  for  Spain  will  be  built  to  duplicate  throu^out  tbe 
European  engines  in  all  details — to  the  metric  system  and  of  plate-frame  con- 
struction. The  locomotives  for  Serbia  will  have  19  by  24  inch  cylinders  and 
will  weigh  about  150,000  pounds  in  working  order ;  they  will  tte  equipped  wltli 
superheaters  and  electric  headlights  and  will  embody  all  latest  American 
improvements  In  locomotive  design.  The  15  locomotives  will  be  built  aod 
delivered  In  New  York  within  CO  days  from  receipt  of  order. 

Thirty-five  engines  have  already  been  completed  on  a  Russian  order,  and  ve 
expect  to  complete  the  full  100  locomotives  by  the  first  week  In  October.  We 
have  made  an  excellent  record  in  the  construction  of  these  engines,  as  the 
first  locomotive  was  tested  under  steam  at  our  works  in  45  working  days  from 
receipt  of  order.  The  locomotives  are  of  an  entirely  new  design,  and  we  had 
to  purchase  every  pound  of  material  that  went  into  their  construction.  The 
Russian  commission  seems  well  pleased  with  the  result. 

Past  Tear  Xarks  Beginning  of  Sales  to  Europe. 

It  is  only  within  the  last  fiscal  year  that  the  United  States  has  sold 
railway  locomotives  to  Europe  to  any  extent.  Save  for  1  locomotive 
sent  to  Austria-Hungary  in  1910  and  another  in  1911,  and  3  sent  to 
Spain  in  1913,  no  exports  of  steam  locomotives  to  the  Continent  arc 
revealed  by  the  official  statistics  of  the  United  States  for  the  hdf 
decade  enmng  June  30,  1914.  In  the  12  months  following  that  date, 
however — a  period  practically  coincident  with  the  first  year  of  the 
present  European  war — 31  American-made  locomotives,  were  shipped 
to  France,  9  to  Greece,  10  to  Serbia,  and  5  to  European  Russia. 
Twenty  steam  locomotives  were  exported  to  Asiatic  Russia  in  the 
same  period.  The  values  represented  by  these  and  otlier  important 
shipments  during  the  fiscal  year  1915,  with  figures  for  the  preceding 
five  years  for  comparison,  are  given  below : 


Exported  to— 

1910  a 

1911  • 

1912* 

»1S» 

1914  » 

1115  » 

t2,»tS 

18,430 

Ffan<^  ,    ,"    '  

t2U.474 

136,001 

Russift  in  KuiODd. ............ 

x,m 

Serbia 

i»;aao 

124,909 
1,183,993 

382,306 
3,310,853 

302,753 
42,821 

347,979 

122,749 

1,043,305 

45,079 

33,793 

14, 9») 

345,61$ 
153,967 
1,199,601 
61,890 
68,023 
15,900 
11,875 

»I72,046 

280,786 

1,251,824 

66,891 

40,030 

t602,253 
678,615 
637,538 
1*0,944 
83,645 
3I,«» 
96^118 
37,510 
338,639 

111,061 

Cuba. 

422,987 

BraziL 

12,  IS 

Chile. 

^an 

Colombia 

*^S5l 

4,M 

Peru 

13,750 
6  446 
56,125 

89,540 

17m 

Venezuela.- 

7,60) 

China      

102,7.Vi 

147,700 

m,075 

148,  »7 

Russia  in  Asia 

310,001) 

3,311 

787,657 

11,325 
1,939,319 

341,117 
780,163 

"iioTTisii" 

320,087 
785,348 

9;o«r 

All  olber  countries 

413,904 

Total 

2,101,619 

3,953,6)8 

3,298,182 

6,442,674 

3.692,225 

2,11S,8« 

•  Includes  botb  electric  and  steam  locomotives. 


*  Steam  locomoUves  only. 
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Exported  to— 


1910 


mi 


1>12 


1913 


1914 


1915 


BBCimouTioir. 


Rarepe 

North  America.. 
Bouth  America.. 

Asia 

Ooeaoia 

AMCB. 


n,94g 

918,708 

1,244,810 

133,740 

16,988 

88,785 


18,430 

1,334,572 

1,465,539 

696,604 

41,803 

417,700 


1066,939 

1,413,009 
386,611 
353,738 
177,875 


*24,900 
1,826,469 

2,665,887 

1,452,161 

473,268 


$1,485,688 

1,102.993 

585,369 

352, 0J7 

166,078 


>  Not  yet  aTsUabli.    However,  It  mlglit  be  stated  that  the  flgures  given  for  European  and  Sooth  Amert- 
ean  coontries  cover  all  of  tiie  year's  sbipmonts  to  those  continents. 

The  total  number  of  American-made  locomotives  exported  to  all 
destinations  in  the  fiscal  year  1910  was  310;  in  1911,  416;  in  1912,  349; 
in  1913,  622;  in  1914,  883;  and  in  1915,  228. 


BEBtJCIION  IN  ABaENTDTE  CBOF  ESTIMATES. 

[Consul  Qeneral  W.  Henry  Robertson,  Buenos  Aires,  Aug.  8.] 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Statistics  and  Rural  Economy  of  the 
Ministry  of  Affriculture  has  issued  a  new  estimate  of  the  produc- 
tion of  wheat,  naz,  and  oats  for  the  season  1914-15,  as  follows  (yield 
expressed  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds)  : 


Ptovtncos  and  Territories. 


Wheat. 


Flax. 


Dots. 


BmnosAiTM. 

Santa  Pe 

Cordoba 

EntreBlos,.. 

Psmpa 

San  Luis 

Others 


7\)tu. 
1,635,000 
610,000 
1,460,000 
130,000 
716,000 
80,000 
65,000 


TiHu. 

315,500 

400,000 

390,000 

190,000 

14,700 

14,000 

1,300 


Tom. 

876,000 
36,000 
25,000 
22,000 
50,000 
10,000 
12,000 


Total. 


4,585,000 


1, 125,500 


831,000 


Compared  with  previous  forecasts  for  this  same  year,  the  above 
estimate  indicates  a  decrease  in  each  case,  due  to  heavy  rains  and 
inundations  in  various  parts  of  the  grain  belt,  which  very  seriously 
retarded  thrashing  oi>eration3  as  well.  At  the  date  of  this  estimate, 
o<msiderable  wheat  still  remained  unthrashed. 


CAUFOENIA  UUA  BEANS  FOB  EZFOBT. 

California  produced  2,775,000  sacks  (80  pounds  each)  of  dry  edible 
beans  last  year.  Over  half  the  yield — 1,500,000  sacks  in  1914 — consists 
of  limas,  which  are  in  demand  not  only  in  the  United  States  but  for 
export.  A  Ventura  report  says  bean  associations  there  have  recently 
received  inquiries  in  regard  to  limas  from  Australia  and  Japan,  two 
new  consumers. 

Lima-bean  growers  are  forming  cooperative  sales  organizations 
this  season  throughout  California.  Several  in  Ventura  County  have 
entered  into  an  agreement  to  sell  their  67,000  sacks  (80  pounds  each), 
while  another  Ventura  organization  has  been  formed  to  dispose  or 
50,000  bags.  Some  of  the  associations  arc  building  warehouses  and 
cleaning  plants,  one  at  Garden  Grove  costing  $4,000. 
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TTNIOH  SCALE  OF  WAGES  AHD  EOTJSS  OE  LABOE. 

The  union  scales  of  wages  and  hours  of  labor  for  93  of  the  principal 
trades  in  41  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  United  States  prevaihng 
in  May,  1914,  are  published  in  Bulletin  No.  171,  just  issued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Labor. 
The  scales  shown  are  those  of  the  baking,  brewing  and  beer  bottling, 
building,  freight  handling,  granite  and  stone,  metal,  millwork, 
printing,  soft-drink,  and  teaming  trades. 

The  average  rate  of  wages  per  week  for  all  cities,  takefi  collectively, 
was  higher  on  May  1,  1914,  than  on  May  1, 1913,  for  75  of  the  trades 
rejK)rted ;  in  17  trades  there  was  no  change,  and  in  only  1  trade  was 
it  lower. 

Considering  some  of  the  more  important  trades,  the  following 
increases  in  weekly  rates  of  pay  between  May,  1913,  and  May,  1914, 
may  be  noted:  Bakers,  2  per  cent;  beer  bottlers,  3  per  cent;  brick- 
layers, 2  per  cent;  carpenters,  1  per  cent;  hod  carriers,  1  per  cent; 
inside  wiremen,  3  per  cent;  lathers,  2  per  cent;  parquetry  flooir 
layers,  C  per  cent;  plimibers  and  gas  fitters,  1  per  cent;  sheet-metal 
workers,  3  per  cent;  stonemasons,  3  per  cent;  stonecutters,  4  per  cent; 
structural  ironworkers,  2  per  cent;  freight  handlers,  3  per  cent; 
blacksmiths,  2  per  cent;  painters  (hardwood  finishers),  4  per  cent; 
electrotypers  (battery  men  and  builders,  5  per  cent;  electrotypers 
(finishers  and  molders),  4  per  cent;  compositors  (book  and  job), 
2  per  cent. 

Considering  rates  of  wages  j)er  hour  as  distinguished  from  rates 
per  week  78  trades  showed  an  increase,  15  no  change,  and  for  none 
was  the  rate  lower. 

The  highest  scales  per  hour  paid  in  May,  1914,  in  a  fe^  of  the 
principal  trades  were  as  follows :  Bricklayers,  87.5  cents,  in  Dallas 
iuid  San  Francisco;  carpenters,  65  cents,  in  Chicago;  hod  carriers, 
50  cents,  in  Portland,  St.  Louis,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  San  Francisco; 
painters,  70  cents,  in  Chicago;  plasterers,  87.5  cents,  in  Dallas  and 
oan  Francisco ;  plumbers  and  gas  fitters,  75  cents,  in  Chicago,  Dallas, 
Portland,  St.  Louis,  Salt  Lake  City,  San  Francisco,  and  Seattle; 
sheet-metal  workers,  G8.8  cents,  in  Chicago  and  San  Francisco ;  stone- 
cuttei's,  70  cents,  in  Portland  and  San  Francisco;  structural  iron 
workers,  70  cents,  in  Cleveland;  freight  handlers,  60.6  cents,  in  New 
Orleans;  granite  cutters,  68.8  cents,  m  New  York;  iron  molders,  60 
cents,  in  San  Francisco;  linotype  operators  (Hebrew,  book  and  job), 
83.3  cents,  in  New  York;  compositors  (English  newspaper),  day 
work,  75  cents,  in  Seattle. 

As  to  changes  in  hours  of  labor,  15  trades  showed  a  reduction  of 
hours  between  May,  1913,  and  May,  1914,  77  reported  no  change,  and 
1  reported  an  increase. 

In  1914  the  union  scales  in  the  baking  trade  show  hours  in  some 
localities  as  low  as  48  per  week,  but  generally  they  are  higher.  The 
building  trades  in  a  majority  of  the  cities  covered  have  an  8-hour 
day  and  most  building  trades  also  have  a  Saturday  half  holiday, 
either  for  the  whole  year  or  part  of  the  year.  Inside  wiremen,  lath- 
ers,, marble  setters,  fresco  painters,  sign  painters,  structural-iron 
workers,  and  the  granite  and  stone  trades  all  have  an  8-hour  day  in 
the  cities  reported,  and  nearly  all  have  a  Saturday  half  holiday  the 
year  round. 
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The  hours  of  labor  in  the  metal  trades  range  from  44  to  60  per 
week,  54  being  the  predominant  hours.  The  printing  trades  in  book 
and  job  oflSces  have  an  8-hour  day  in  nearly  all  the  cities  covered,  and 
in  the  newspaper  offices  ail  trades  have  an  8-hour  day  or  less. 

KABKET  FOS  AMEBICAN  WOODS  Df  GREECE. 

[Consnl  A.  B.  Cooke,  Fatras,  Aug.  23 ;  supplementing  dispatches  in  Commbbcb  Obpobts 
tor  Apr.  27  and  July  17,  1015.) 

As  stated  in.  former  reports  from  this  consulate,  there  is  a  sharp 
demand  for  woods  of  various  kinds  on  the  markets  of  this  district, 
owing  to  the  complete  cutting  off  for  the  time  of  the  usual  sources  of 
supply  in  Europe. 

Importers  have  already  placed  considerable  orders  in  the  United 
States,  and  some  of  the  first  orders  have  arrived.  The  American 
woods  have  proved  so  satisfactory,  so  far  as  they  have  thus  far 
re'ached  this  market,  that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  they  will 
be  able  to  take  and  hold  the  market  even  after  the  return  of  normal 
conditions. 
American  Woods  Kot  Known. 

A  serious  handicap  to  the  promotion  of  American  woods  just  now, 
however,  is  the  almost  complete  ignorance  of  these  woods  on  the  part 
of  the  local  markets.  Until  the  recent  importations,  American  woods 
were  absolutely  unknown  here.  American  exporters,  writing  in  re- 
sponse to  reports  from  this  consulate,  quote  to  importers  "gum," 
"^red  gum,"  "hardwood,"  "oak,"  "highland  spruce,"  and  similar 
terms.  These  terms  mean  nothing  definite  to  importers  here;  and 
they  are  consequently  in  great  uncertainty  often  as  to  whether  the 
wood  quoted  will  actually  meet  the  needs  of  the  trade  in  its  various 
lines. 
Sample  Woods  Should  Be  Sent 

The  import  trade  of  this  district  in  woods  is  important  enough  to 
justify  American  firms  in  taking  careful  steps  to  secure  and  hold  it. 
It  is  suggested  that  interested  firms  send  to  this  consulate  samples  of 
their  several  woods  as  indicated  below,  each  sample  clearly  marked 
with  the  commercial  name  of  the  wood.  Samples  should  be  of  suf- 
ficient size  to  show  the  nature  of  the  wood;  say,  2  inches  wide,  12 
inches  long,  and  ^  inch  thick.  The  samples  can  be  sent  by  parcel  post 
at  the  rate  of  12  cents  per  pound,  the  parcels  limited  to  11  pounds 
each.    The  woods  in  chief  demand  here  are : 

For  currant  cases :  Spruce,  white  pine. 

For  building  materials:  Spruce,  pitch  pine. 

For  currant  Darrels:  Beech,  white  oak,  probably  guma. 

For  olives,  oil,  and  wine  barrels :  'Wh4,te  oak. 

For  furniture  making :  Walnuts,  oaks,  maples^  pitch  pine. 

By  far  the  greatest  part  of  the  consumption  is  for  currant  cases, 
building,  and  currant  barrels.  A  very  small  part  is  for  furniture 
making. 

All  samples  received  will  be  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Patras  American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  where  they  can  be  freely 
examined  at  all  times.  They  may  bear  the  addresses  of  the  American 
firms  submitting  them.  In  this  way  local  importers  will  be  able  to 
determine  in  any  case  just  what  sort  of  American  wood  they  wish  to 
order.  The  import  trade  of  the  district  in  woods  involves  annually 
$600,000  to  $800,000, 
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FOBEIOH  TBADE  OFFOETUHITIES. 

Beserved  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  its  braneli  ofliees.  Beqoeit 
for  eacb  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tlie  llle  niual>er  given. 

Piano  and  piano  player.  No.  18379. — An  American  consular  offleer  In  Anstralii 
reports  that  a  business  man  In  his  district  requests  names  of  American 
manufacturers  of  pianos  and  piano  players.  Only  firms  doing  on  extenslTe 
business  and  selling  absolutely  reliable  instruments  need  answer.  Illns- 
tratlons  of  pianos  wanted  are  submitted,  and  may  be  examined  at  tbe 
Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Befer  to  file  No.  64980.)  Quotations  £  o.  b. 
port  of  shipment  ' 

Refrigerating  and  ice-making  machincrti.  No.  18380. — A  man  In  Spain  wishes  to 
secure  Immediately  catalogues  and  terms  on  refrigerating  and  ice-makiog 
machinery.  The  capacity  of  the  Ice-making  machine  to  be  2  tons  of  Ice  in 
24  hours.    Correspondence  and  literature  to  be  in  Spanish. 

Oroccries,  No.  18381. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  oflScer  in  Greece 
states  that  a  firm  wishes  to  corresfiond  with  American  exporters  of  sugar, 
coffee,  rice,  pepi>er,  dried  codfish,  and  other  canned  goods.  It  is  stated  tliat 
there  is  a  good  marlcet  in  that  district  for  all  the  articles  mentioned.  Cor- 
resiK>ndence  may  be  in  English. 

Celluloid,  No.  18382. — ^An  American  consular  oflScer  reports  that  a  Una  In  Swit- 
zerland desires  to  communicate  with  American  firms  manufacturing  cellu- 
loid or  its  substitute.  It  is  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  glasses  for 
mcdnlllous  and  must  be  colorless,  very  transparent,  and  its  surface  higbly 
polished.  Samples  are  requested  with  quotations.  The  utmost  care  Is 
recommended  In  the  packing,  so  as  to  avoid  all  possible  friction  and 
scratches.  If  the  quality  is  satisfactory,  regular  monthly  orders  will  be 
placed.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  American  port  or  c.  L  f.  European  port  Corre- 
spondence should  be  either  in  French  or  German.  Samples  accomimny  the 
report,  and  they  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  officea 
(Refer  ta  file  No.  65811.) 

Mirrors  and  plate  glass,  No.  18383. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  the  names  of  .\nicrlcan  manufacturers  of  mirrors  and  plate  glass  are 
requested  by  an  American  consular  officer  in  .Cuba.  Catalogues- and  price 
lists  in  Spanish  are  solicited. 

Photographic  supplies.  No.  18384. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a 
business  man  in  Colombia  stating  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  photo- 
graphic and  photo-engraving  apparatus  and  chemicals.  Catalogues  and 
price  lists  are  requested  at  once. 

General  representation.  No.  18385.— A  man  of  high  commercial  and  80cl»l 
standing  In  Uruguay  desires  to  represent  American  firms  in  that  coootir- 
He  Is  especially  familiar  with  all  kinds  of  Jewelry,  and  Is  well  qualified 
to  represent  firms,  having  lived  in  Uruguay  for  20  years. 

Sheet  iron,  etc..  No.  18386. — A  letter  from  Greece  to  this  Bnrean  states  that  a 
firm  in  that  country  desires  the  names  of  manufacturers  exporting  tinned 
sheet  iron ;  sheet  iron,  plain  and  corrugated ;  tin  In  rods ;  copper  in  sheets 
and  rods ;  Belgian  iron.  No.  2 ;  and  sulphate  of  copper.    Iteferences  given. 

Storage  batteries,  No.  18387. — A  commercial  agent  informs  the  Bureau  that 
Information  and  prices  are  desired  by  a  business  man  In  Central  America 
relative  to  storage  batteries  suitable  for  use  on  tram  lines  and  in  tiie 
operation  of  motor  boats.  Prices  should  be  quoted  f.  o.  b.  New  lork  of 
New  Orleans.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Cotton  materials.  No.  18388. — An  American  consul  in  Canada  reports  that  « 
firm  is  In  the  market  for  cotton  materials  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  oil  mops.  It  desires  to  obtain  samples  and  quotations  and  states  that 
from  5  to  10  bales  will  be  needed  monthly,  and  the  amonnt  will  Increase 
as  the  product  becomes  better  known. 

Uachincry,  No.  18380. — ^A  manufacturer  of  corsets  In  Spain  Is  desirous  of  in- 
stalling all  necessary  modern  machinery  for  the  enlargement  of  his  factory, 
and  for  this  puriwse  is  sending  a  member  of  the  firm  to  the  United  States 
to  make  the  necessary  purchases,  which  will  include  machines  for  matlM 
buckles,  and  all  other  parts.  The  purchasing  agent  will  make  his  bead- 
quo  rters  in  New  York  City.  His  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bareaa 
or  its  branch  offices. 
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AutomolMet  and  motor  oyolea.  No.  1S8S0. — ^A  report  from  an  American  oonanl 
in  Denmark  states  that  a  man  with  a  great  deal  of  experience  wishes  to 
represent  American  mannfacturerg  of  automobiles  and  motor  cycles  In  that 
country. 

Jute  yam  and  ttdet.  No.  18391. — A  firm  In  Canada  requests  an  American  consul 
to  place  it  in  communication  with  manufacturers  of  Jute  yam  and  twist; 
from  2  to  10  ply. 

Copal  gum.  No.  18392. — ^A  paint  factory  in  Brassil  Informs  an  American  consul 
.1  that  It  is  lii  a  position  to  furnish  copal  gum  to  American  importers  and 
manufacturers.  The  following  prices  are  quoted :  First  quality  about  20 
cents  per  pound;  second  quality  about  18  cents  per  pound,  f.  o.  b.  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  has  2.000  kilos  on  hand  and  can  supply 
this  quantity  monthly.  Samples  of  the  gnim  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau 
or  Its  branch  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  65431.) 

BfWSt  No.  18393. — ^A  report  from  a  consular  officer  In  Denmark  states  that  tt 
firm  is  In  the  market  for  large  quantities  of  egg&  Reference  given.  Gor< 
respondence  may  be  in  English. 

Stationery  and  office  supplies,  No.  18394. — An  American  consul  In  Chile  states 
that  the  Dlarlo  Oflcial  of  July  23,  1915,  publishes  a  call  for  bids  on  sta- 
tionery and' office  supplies  for  the  State  Railwasrs  of  Chile.  The  list  is  de- 
tailed and  includes  letter,  cartwn,  and  typewriter  paper.  Ink,  sealing  wax, 
erasers,  paper  clips,  etc.  The  bidder  must  have  an  authorised  representative 
established  in  Chile  through  whom  the  bids  are  to  be  made.  Bids  must  be 
accompanied  by  samples  and  a  deix>8it  of  10  per  cent  of  total  value  of  the 
contracta  Bids  must  be  banded  to  El  Jefe  del  Departamento  de  Materialea 
y  Almacenes,  Estacion  Alameda,  Santiago,  Chile,  on  or  before  October  14, 
1915.    The  bureau  has  no  further  Information  relative  to  this  opportuiUty« 


coinnnoH  or  Swedish  katch  dtoustby. 

[Cbargj  d'Aflalres  Jefferson  Caffery,  American  Legatloo,  Stockbolm,  Aug.  25.1 

Dating  the  last  ye&r  the  Swedish  match  industry  has  met  with 
difficulties.  It  is  oixly  through  great  exertion  that  it  has  been  able 
to  keep  the  export  market  that  it  has  worked  np,  and  it  has  been  ex- 
treme^ difficult  to  get  raw  material.  At  the  b^inning  of  the  war 
the  import  of  Russian  asp  wood  into  Sweden  stopped.  Then  it  was 
necessary  to  get  the  wood  from  Swedish  forests.  It  has  been  shown 
that  the  Swedish  asp  can  very  well  be  used,  and  much  asp  is  found  in 
Norrland  and  also  m  the  Provinces  in  the  southern  part  of  Sweden. 
The  factories  in  Jonkoping  have  enough  wood  to  last  for  some  time  to 
ctsae.  However,  the  prices  of  Swedish  asp  have  become  very  highy 
arid  when  freight  costs  are  added  the  factories  have  found  it  very 
much  more  expensive  to  use  Swedish  wood. 

In  Russia  the  export  of  asp  wood  is  not  prohibited,  but  the  high 
freights  on  the  railroads  have  hindered  it.  A  few  cargoes  of  asp- 
wood  in  splintered  form  have  reached  Sweden  by  water  via  Finland, 
but  as  a  rule  the  Swedish  factories  can  not  make  use  of  the  wood  in 
this  form,  as  it  is  much  too  wasteful.  Therefore  they  will  have  to 
continue  to  fill  their  needs  in  Sweden. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Borean  of  Fore^  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Soom  409  TTnited  State*  Customhonie;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Building; 
Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  Vatlonal  Bank  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  1020  Hlbcrnia  Bank  Building;  San 
Francisco,  306  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Building.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
CoauaeiMi  Los  ABfelea,  ClwBhei  «f  Coaunerce. 
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ntOFOSAIS  FOB  GOVZKHlCEFr  SirFFLIES  AHB  COHSTETTCTIOI. 

(Correspondence  should  b«  direct  with  the  MIIccb  named,  and  Rpedflcatloiis  can  nanallr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  fcoods  are  to  be  dellTered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  rases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Arms  to  nibmlt  teoders, 
the;  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mallinc  lists  of  racb  offices  to  recelTe  notice*  calling 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nafare.] 

Repair  work.  No.  2646. — Scaled  proposals  wlU  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Ligtatlioaife  Inspector,  Portland,  Oreg.,  for  docking  and  repairing  Colmnbia 
Rirer  llgbt  vessel  No.  88.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be 
obtained  by  addressing  the  above  office. 

Oil  cages.  No.  2617. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Portland.  Oreg.,  for  the  sale  of  2,000  condrained  oil 
cases,  including  two  empty  5-gallon  cans  in  each  case.  Further  particulars 
may  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Lighthouse  Inspector. 

Condemned  strueinres.  No.  2648. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Honolulu,  T.  H.,  for  purchasing  con- 
demned lighthouse-keeper's  dwelling,  small  service  house,  and  water  tank 
at  Kanabena  Point,  Maui.  Further  Information  and  particulars  may  be 
obtained  from  the  above  office. 

Conttnietion  Kork,  No.  2649. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
October  27,  1015,  for  the  construction,  complete  (including  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches),  of  the  United  States  iMSt  office  nt  Newcastle, 
Ind.,  and  Monongnbela,  Pa.  Drawings  and  speciflcaUons  may  be  obtained 
from  the  custodian  of  site  at  NewcasUe,  Monongabela.  or  at  the  Supervis- 
ing Architect's  Office. 

Ice-making  and  cold-storage  plant.  No.  2650. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  Rureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C 
until  October  10,  1910,  for  furulshing,  f.  o.  b.  cars,  San  Francisco^  and  the 
Installing  in  Peking,  China,  of  au  Ice-mnking  and  cold-storage  plant  at  the 
United  States  Marine  Barracks,  Peking,  China.  Plans  and  spedficatioiis 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Doclc&' 

Books.  No.  2651. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply  Depot, 
United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street  New  York  City,  until  Septem- 
ber 27.  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  depot,  in  good  condition, 
200  copies  of  Mason's  Handbook  for  the  Hospital  Corps  and  132  copies  of 
"  Commemoration  Volume." 

hangars.  No.  2052. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureati  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  16,  1915,  for 
three  hangars  at  the  United  States  Navy  Aeronautic  Station,  Pensacola, 
Fla.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Burean 
of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  station  named. 

Dredging,  No.  2053. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  2,  1915,  for 
dredging  at  the  Naval  Station,  New  London,  Conn.  Plans  and  speclflcatioDS 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the 
commandant  of  the  naval  station  named. 

Construction  tcork,  No.  2654. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  ontil 
October  30, 1915,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  meohanicnl  equip- 
ment and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Seymour,  Ind. 
Drawings  and  8[)oclficntions  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site 
at  Seymour  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Construction  icork,  No.  2655. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bnrean 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October 
23,  1015.  for  a  two-story  brick  building  at  St  Helena,  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk, 
Va.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  oud  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 
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FBEE  SAUFIES  OF  PBIZE-WimnNO  CHINESE  TEA. 

Kepresentatives  of  the  tea  companies  in  the  Province  of  Hunan, 
China,  whose  teas  were  awarded  a  Grand  Prix  at  the  San  P'ran- 
cisco  Exposition,  are  desirous  of  presenting  samples  of  their  products 
to  the  wholesale  tea  merchants  of  the  United  States  "  as  a  mark  of 
appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred  upon  them."  Mr.  Allan  S. 
Chow,  secretary  of  the  Republic  of  China's  commission  to  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  has  conveyed  this  infor- 
mation to  Secretary  of  Commerce  Kedfield  and  has  asked  for  the 
names  of  the  leading  American  tea  merchants  for  transmission  to 
the  Hunan  growers'  representatives.  Mr.  Chow  may  be  addressed 
at  San  Francisco. 


CHILEAN  ISADE  COMSHSSIONEB  VISITINa  UNITED  STATES. 

[Commercial  Agent  B.  E.  Judd,  New  Orleans.] 

Mr.  Eduardo  Carrasco,  trade  commissioner  of  the  Chilean  Govern- 
ment, is  at  present  touring  the  United  States.  One  of  the  principal 
objects  of  his  trip  is  to  interest  American  capitalists  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  chain  of  hotels  in  Chile  to  improve  living  conditions 
for  traveling  men  visiting  that  countij.  Mr.  Carrasco  has  been  at 
New  Orleans,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  and  is  now  at  San  Fran- 
cisco where  he  expects  to  spend  about  a  month.  He  will  then  go  to 
Portland  and  Seattle  and  return  to  the  East  by  way  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  Denver,  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis,  and  Chicago.  Mr.  Carrasco 
has  been  invited  to  make  his  headquarters  at  the  branch  offices  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  when  he  is  in  the 
cities  where  they  are  located.  Mr.  Carrasco  is  admirably  equipped 
to  give  information  concerning  Chile,  and  it  is  hoped  that  American 
business  men  may  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  thus  pre- 
sented. He  is  particularly  interested  in  studying,  while  here,  the 
methods  and  organization  of  the  United  States  Departments  of 
Commerce  and  of  Agriculture. 
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STAHDABSS  FOR  ELECTSIC  SERVICE  DISCmSSED. 

Electric  light  and  power  companies  are  now  subject  to  regul&ticn 
by  State  commissions  in  more  than  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
and  by  municipal  ordinances  in  a  number  of  cities  in  States  not  hav- 
ing commission  regulation. 

Owing  to  the  very  rapid  development  and  constant  changes  in 
methods  and  apparatus,  it  has  heretof(X«  been  difficult  to  fix  stond- 
ards  for  electric  service  for  general  adoption.  Developments  are,  of 
course,  still  going  on,  but  the  methods  of  electrical  distribution  and 
measurement  in  common  use  and  the  criteria  of  good  service  generally 
accepted  have  become  so  largely  fixed  by  practice  that  it  is  now  pos- 
sible to  formulate  standards  of  service  that  will  be  generally  accept- 
able. 
Begnlation  in  Every  State  Except  Two. 

The  popular  movement  for  the  regulation  of  public-utility  corpo- 
rations has  spread  rapidly  since  1907,  and  there  are  now  corporation 
commissions,  public-service  commissions,  or  railroad  commissions  in 
every  State  save  two. 

Circular  No.  56  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  which  may  be  ob- 
tained by  application  to  that  bureau,  discusses  the  most  important 
factors  constituting  and  promoting  safe  and  adequate  electric  service, 
the  circular  being  based  on  a  carefiil  study  of  the  experience  of  oper- 
ating companies  and  regulating  bodies,  both  State  and  municipal. 

The  circular  contains,  first,  rules  and  recommendations  for  the 
regulati<m  of  electric  service  companies  by  State  commissions;  sec- 
ond, three  different  ordinances  suitable  for  adoption  by  towns  and 
cities  in  States  not  having  regulation  by  commissions ;  third,  specifi- 
cations for  the  approval  of  types  of  electricity  meters  by  commis- 
sions; and,  fourth,  all  orders,  rules,  and  regulations  so  far  adopted 
by  commissions  for  electric  service. 
Knles  Suggested  Besnlt  of  Careful  Study. 

The  rules  suggested  as  suitable  for  the  consideration  of  State 
public  service  commissions  are  the  result  of  conferences  and  corre- 
spondence with  nearly  all  of  the  commissions,  and  carefid  study 
and  comparison  of  existing  orders  and  rules. 

The  suggested  regulatoiy  ordinances  for  electric  service  in  cities 
are  based  on  a  very  careful  study  of  the  subject  and  conferences 
with  many  operating  companies  and  others  qualified  to  express 
opinionis.  Three  different  ordinancesj  varying  in  scope  and  length, 
so  as  to  make  them  useful  to  municipalities  of  various  sizes  from 
small  towns  to  the  largest  cities,  are  proposed  and  discussed. 


FIBE  LOSSES  IN  COBE-GBOWIHG  DISTBICTS. 

[Consul  Paul  II.  Foster,  Jerez  de  U  E^ntera,  Spain,  Aug.  14.] 

Forest  fires  in  the  cork-growing  district  of  Ubrique,  a  large  part 
of  which  is  the  property  of  the  municipality  of  Jerez  de  la  Frontera, 
and  which  furnishes  a  considerable  portion  of  the  city's  incomej  have 
been  raging  for  several  days  past.  The  loss  up  to  the  present  tune  is 
estimated  at  $150,000  and,  so  far  as  the  present  generation  is  cm- 
cerned,  is  irreparable,  as  40  to  50  years  are  needed  to  bring  a  cork-oak 
to  maturity. 
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BRITISH  COTTON-GBOWINO  EFFOETS. 

[Manchester  Qnardian,  Sept.  10.] 

The  Council  of  the  British  Cotton-Growing  Association  met  this 
week  in  Manchester.  It  was  reported  that  considerable  quantities  of 
cotton  seed  have  been  distributed  in  Lagos  for  planting  for  the  new 
crop,  and  the  seed  is  being  freely  taken  by  the  native  farmers.  On 
the  whole,  the  people  do  not  appear  to  be  discouraged  by  the  re- 
duced prices  which  are  being  paid  for  cotton,  but  are  sowing  as  much 
as  ever.  The  rainfall  has  been  more  satisfactory  than  for  some  years, 
and  there  is  reason  to  anticipate  a  large  crop  next  season.  The  pur- 
chases of  cotton  in  Lagos  to  date  amount  to  5,856  bales,  as  compared 
with  13,415  bales  for  the  same  period  of  last  year  and  13,557  bales 
for  1913.  The  purchases  in  Northern  Nigeria  to  the  end  of  July 
were  437  bales,  against  505  bales  for  last  year. 

It  has  been  decided  to  close  the  operations  in  the  Gold  Coast  and 
at  lUushi  (Southern  Nigeria),  but  it  is  proposed  to  make  arranffe- 
ments  for  the  Labolabo  ginnery  to  be  kept  open  during  the  cotton 
season  for  the  benefit  of  those  planters  who  may  continue  to  grow 
cotton. 

The  new  crop  in  Uganda  is  now  coming  forward,  although  there  are 
difficulties  in  shipping ;  the  cotton  which  has  an-ived  up  to  the  present 
time  is  of  a  good  quality  and  is  commanding  a  ready  sale  at  satis- 
factory prices. 

In  Nyasaland  the  buying  prices  for  the  new  native  cotton  crop  have 
been  fixed  after  careful  deliberation  between  the  director  of  agricul- 
ture and  the  association's  representative.  Slight  reductions  in  price 
have  had  to  be  effected  in  certain  districts,  but  these  were,  inevitable 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  cotton  market,  and  the  governor  is 
satisfied  that  they  are'the  most  liberal  terms  which  could  have  been 
offered  by  buyers.  The  picking  of  the  new  crop  has  commenced,  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  crop  will  be  an  average  one.  The  council  de- 
cided that  the  amount  available  for  advances  to  planters  in  Nyasaland 
next  year  should  be  limited  to  $10,000. 

Tixed  Price  for  West  India  Sea  Island. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  guaranteeing  a  fixed  price  for 
the  1915-16  crop  of  West  Indian  Sea  Island  cotton.  Should  any  cot- 
ton prove  to  be  superior  to  the  fixed  standard  a  relatively  higher  price 
will  be  paid,  and  lower  prices  where  the  cotton  is  below  the  standard. 
It  is  hoped  that  these  arrangements  will  encourage  the  planters  in  the 
West  Indies  to  continue  cotton  cultivation. 


JUIT  TRAinC  THEOTIGH  PANAMA  CANAI, 

[Canal  Record,  Sept.  8.] 

The  number  of  ocean-going  vessels  passing  through  the  Panama 
Canal  during  July — 170 — was  about  65  per  cent  greater  than  the  aver- 
age for  the  preceding  months  and  exceeded  the  June  record  figure 
by  27.  The  cargo  carried  through  the  canal  during  the  month  to- 
taled 705,469  tons,  exceeding  the  shipments  during  any  previous 
month.  Vessels  moving  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  numbered 
93,  and  carried  316,773  tons  of  cargo;  those  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic  numbered  77,  and  carried  388,696  tons  of  cargo.  The  tolls 
collected  amounted  to  $573,366. 
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AirSTBIA-mnr&ABT'S  OITICIAL  It>ILEI0S-TKA3)EE  HGUS^. 

[Consul  General  Albert  Halstead,  Vieima,  Aug.  27.] 

Statistics  published  by  the  Austro-Hungarian  Ministry  of  Cam- 
merce  give  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  country  for  the  sec(»d 
quarter  of  1915,  with  similar  figures  for  tiie  months  April  to  June, 
1914.  The  comparison  reveals  a  OHisiderable  falling  off,  the  decrease 
in  exports  being  much  greater  than  that  in  imports.  The  figures  by 
months  for  the  two  years  are: 


Mootlis. 

Impcrti. 

BzpcctL 

1914 

UK 

UU 

1915 

April 

t6s,e7s,oao 

67,883,20* 

141,026,300 
S6,«91,g00 
37,717,400 

S4I),020,100 
47,835,800 
44,883,000 

819,061,700 

MSy.;:;;::::::::::::::;:::::::;::;:::::::::::: 

15,448,300 
12,828,600 

Aprll-Jan* 

197,8(4,100 

114,735,600 

138,70»,a)a 

47,13S,m 

In  the  first  six  months  of  1915.  the  imports  amounted  to  $213,150,000 
against  $1^77,493,000  in  the  first  half  of  1914.  Exports  amounted  to 
$106,676,000  against  $269,842,000  in  1914, 

ngvres  QiTCB  for  Three  Priaolpal  Cbtsset. 

These  trade  figures  for  the  first  half  of  1915  embrace  the  three 
principal  classifications — raw  materials,  partly  manufactured  goods, 
and  wholly  manufactured  goods.    The  figures  by  classes  are : 


Classes  of  (oods. 

Imports. 

Sxportf.  ' 

VSU 

1«U 

1914 

1915 

H4W  nuitiTlnlff 

227,833,000 

54,aas,ooo 

95,572,000 

117,171,600 
35, 882,508 
70,095,900 

87,785,000 
63,257,000 
128,860,000 

51,115,400 
37,O67|30O 

FuUv  finished 

Manufachirf  s 

A  large  proportion  of  the  decrease  in  imports  is  in  raw  mate- 
rials— principally  grains,  seeds,  cattle  and  horses,  skins  and  hides, 
eggs,  cotton,  wool,  flax,  and  jute.  The  reduction  in  the  value  of  the 
imports  of  coal  is  also  considerable.  The  actual  reduction  in  imports 
is  really  greater  than  appears,  because  the  goods  were  purchased  at 
much  higher  prices  than  in  1914. 

In  partly  manufactured  goods,  only  cotton  shows  an  increased  im- 
port, inasmuch  as  large  quantities  of  cotton  were  imported  early  in 
1915.  Wholly  manufactured  goods,  generally,  show  reductions,  prin- 
cipally in  machinery,  silk  goods,  wool  and  cotton  goods,  clothing, 
and  rubber. 

Articles  of  Export  Showing  Decreased  Amounts. 

In  exports,  wholly  manufactured  goods  figure  in  the  loss  for  the 
second  quarter  of  1915.  After  sugar,  cotton,  wool  and  linen  products, 
and  clothing  show  the  greatest  decrease.  The  exports  of  wooden- 
ware,  leatherware,  glassware,  ironware,  machinery,  chemicals,  paper, 
etc.,  were  largely  reduced.  The  exports  of  partly  manufactured 
goods  were  much  reduced,  particularly  yarns  and  leather. 

The  reduction  in  the  exports  of  raw  materials  was  chiefly  in  cattle 
and  horses,  hides  and  skins,  eggs,  feathers,  wood,  coal,  and  raw  wo<^ 
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Although  the  quantities  of  ^ain,  seeds,  etc.,  exported  were  very 
much  reduced,  the  higher  prices  realized  show  an  increased  export 
value. 

STJOGESTES  FAN  AKESICAN  LITEBATUBE  EXCHANfiE. 

(Consul  Ross  Hazeltlne,  Cartagena,  Colombia,  Ang.  6.] 

The  establishment  of  a  Pan  American  literature  exchange,  effi- 
ciently  equipped  and  carefully  organized,  would  no  doubt  prove  to 
be  a  commercial  as  well  as  an  artistic  success.  Such  an  exchange 
would  mark  a  distinct  advancement  in  the  cultural  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  Latin  America,  constituting  a  coordinate  step 
with  the  exchange  of  professors  and  students,  and  ultimately  leading 
to  a  more  sympathetic  understanding  between  the  Bepublics  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere. 

The  temperament  and  natural  instincts  of  the  Latin  Americans  are 
essentially  artistic.  The  percentage  of  potential  orators,  artists,  and 
writers  is  very  high.  This  continual  striving,  especially  in  the  field 
of  literature,  occasionally  produces  a  work  of  unquestioned  merit,  of 
which  little  or  nothing  is  known  in  English-speaking  countries. 
This  is,  for  obvious  reasons,  more  often  the  case  with  fiction  and 
poetry  than  with  the  drama. 

The  contrast  between  the  character  of  North  American  and  South' 
American  literature  is  notable,  but  the  appreciation  on  both  sides  is 
keen,  even  if  not  widespread.  Acquaintance  with  Spanish  literature 
in  the  United  States  is  on  the  whole  decidedly  limited;  it  is  per- 
haps confined  to  such  well-known  writers  as  Cervantes,  Calderon  de 
la  Barca,  Alarcon,  and  Quevedo.  In  the  field  of  drama  American 
audiences  are  all  too  seldom  privileged  to  witness  a  "Marta  of  the 
Lowlands." 
North  Amerioaa  Literature  Admired — ^PnbUoation  in  Three  Languages. 

In  Spanish  America  the  vitality  and  action  of  North  American 
literature  is  sincerely  admired.  For  lack  of  something  better  Amer- 
ican "  penny  dreadfuls "  are  widely  read,  while  among  the  cultured 
classes  the  works  of  Poe,  Mark  Twain,  Longfellow,  and  a  few  others 
are  known. 

The  essential  point  is  not  the  restricted  appreciation,  but  rather 
the  lack  of  an  adequate  medium  of  exchange.  From  a  commercial 
viewpoint  it  would  seem  expedient  to  make  such  exchange  trilateral ; 
that  is,  issue  publications  in  English,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese. 
Practically  the  same  organization  could  be  utilized  for  this  purpose. 
Unlike  the  United  States,  however,  the  centers  of  literature  m  Latin 
America  are  definitely  established — a  fact  that  would  greatly  facili- 
tate the  establishment  of  an  efficient  exchange.  These  centei-s,  as  a 
rule,  are  the  respective  capitals. 

An  encouragmg  feature  of  the  proposed  exchange  is  the  vast 
amount  of  really  good  material  obtainable.  As  regards  translations, 
the  fields  of  literature  in  both  North  and  South  America  have  lain 
fallow  for  generations. 

With  respect  to  Cartagena,  the  best  connection  possible  would  be 
the  publishing  house  of  J.  V.  MogoUon  &  Ca.,  but,  taken  as  a  whole, 
the  field  in  Colombia  could  best  be  reached  through  Bogota  by  ad- 
dressing our  legation. 
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MtQESTIHA. 
[Consul  WllUaa  Dawaam  Jr.,  BoaBria,  Aug.  17.] 
ExtcntioK  sf  Kalhray. 

The  Argentine  l^Iinistry  of  Public  Works  by  a  recent  decree  pro- 
vided for  the  delivery  of  the  Administration  of  State  BaUways  of 
the  portion  of  the  line  from  Formosa  to  Embarcacion  which  has 
been  completed  up  to  kilometer  297.  The  stretch  in  question,  185 
miles  long,  will  be  opened  to  traffic  as  soon  as  formal  delivery  is  made. 
FMjeetad  Xnesiac  SttakUsluwat. 

A  group  of  stock  raisers  of  the  Province  of  Corrientes  ale  planning 
the  erection  of  a  freezing  establisJimwit.  A  proviaonal  board  has 
been  appointed  to  take  the  necessary  preliminary  steps.  It  is  headed 
by  Sr.  Ernesto  L.  Meabe,  Calle  San  Juan  550,  0(M-riente&  The 
question  of  providing  an  outlet  'for  Corrientes  live  stock  was  dis- 
cussed in  the  last  annual  r^oit  frcan  tiiis  office  (Annual  Series,  Na 
38b,  Apr.  17, 1916). 

Zrojeeted  Vew  Sam  at  flaa  Xoqne. 

The  legislature  of  the  Province  of  Cordoba  has  approved  a  project 
presented  by  the  Provincial  Government  for  constructing  a  new  dam 
at  San  Boque,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  at  from  5,500,000  to 
6,000,000  paper  pesos  ($2,335^00  to  $2,547,600) .  According  to  news- 
paper reports  the  project  authorizes  the  Grovemment  to  float  internal 
or  foreign  loans  the  annual  service  for  interest  and  amortization  of 
which  is  not  to  exceed  500,000  paper  pesos  ($212,300)  and  is  to  be  met 
by  water  rates  and  taxes  collected  in  the  irrigated  zone. 

The  present  dam,  constructed  some  30  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  about 
$2,000,000  by  Carlos  Casaffousth,  has  been  the  subject  of  protracted 
and  at  times  violent  discussion.  In  1892  the  engineer  and  constructor 
were  prosecuted  criminally.  The  judiciid  proceedings  which  resulted 
in  their  acquittal  revealed  numerous  defects.  In  February,  1914, 
the  government  of  Cordoba  appointed  a  commission  of  three  en^ 
neers  to  study  the  best  means  of  consolidating  the  dam,  assuring  its 
successful  operation  and,  if  possible,  increasing  its  capacity.  The 
commissirai's  report  was  embodied  in  the  project  approved  by  the 

Srovincial  legislature.  Its  conclusicms  with  respect  to  the  exjsting 
am  were  (1)  that  it  tended  to  slide;  (2)  that  this  tendency  bc^n  to 
be  noticed  when  water  exceeded  113.5  feet;  and  (3)  that  this  was  all 
the  more  serious  inasmuch  as  the  materials  used  did  not  appear  to  be 
hom<^eneoas. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  commission  recommended  a  new  dam 
with  a  retention  height  of  172.2  feet.  The  construction  of  this  dam 
would  submerge  a  portion  of  the  State  railway  from  Cordoba  to 
Cosquin,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  provincial  govemmmt  will  re- 
quest that  the  National  Government  assume  tl^  burdoi  of  recon- 
structing the  line. 

The  San  Roque  Dam  furnishes  water,  light,  and  power  to  tiie  city 
of  Cordoba,  besides  having  initiated  and  made  possible  the  rapid 
economic  progress  of  the  hitherto  barren  region  opened  to  irrigation. 
The  commission  points  out  in  its  report  that  the  existing  dam  has 
been  unable  to  satisfy  demands  for  irrigation  in  dry  years,  and  that 
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the  new  dam  is  required  to  insure  a  permanent  adequate  water 
supply. 

The  project  approved  by  the  legislature  provides  that  contracts 
shall  be  let  by  bids.  The  matter  will  be  reported  on  further  as  appro- 
priate opportunities  for  the  participation  of  American  capital,  enter- 
prise, or  materials  may  develop. 

CANABA. 

[Vice  Consul  Robert  U.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  Brltisb  Columbia,  Sept.  8.] 

Paving  In  Saanich  Hunlclpality. 

The  Saanich  municipality  of  Victoria  has  decided  to  lay  about  a 
mile  of  modem  paving  on  Gorge  Road  and  Douglas  Street.  As- 
phalt will  most  likely  be  used.  Address  all  communications  to 
Municipal  Engineer,  Royal  Oak  Post  Office,  Vancouver  Island, 
British  Columbia,  Canada. 

[Consul  Julias  D.  Dreiier,  Toronto,  Sept.  11.] 

Hew  Railway  Station  in  Toronto. 

The  corner  stone  of  a  new  $250,000  passenger  station  has  just  been 
laid  in  North  Toronto  for  the  joint  use  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  and 
Northern  Ontario  Railways.  It  will  be  a  one-storv  stone  structure, 
115  by  75  feet,  and  155  by  60  baggage  room.  The  clock  tower  will  be 
143  feet  high.    The  building  will  be  completed  by  Jime,  1916. 

[Monetary  Times,  Toronto,  Sept  17.] 
Financing  Oood  Roads. 

The  building  of  goods  roads  in  Canada,  while  stopped  to  some 
extent  by  the  lack  of  funds,  continues  in  many  sections  of  the  country. 
During  the  fiscal  year  ending  1914,  Quebec  Province  expended 
$3,303,882  on  the  good-roads  movement,  ample  provision  being  made 
out  of  revenue  for  meeting  sufficient  annual  interest  and  sinking  fund 
charges  to  repay  in  a  term  of  years  the  whole  amount  borrowed  for 
this  service.  A  fairly  large  amount  was  spent  last  year  also.  This 
betterment  of  country  roads  is  adding  largely  to  the  value  of  farm 
lands,  and  to  the  comfort,  contentment,  and  prosperity  of  the  farm- 
ers, and  the  popularizing  of  agricultural  pursuits. 

Saskatchewan  is  another  Province  making  excellent  progress  wi.th 
the  building  of  good  roads.  Ontario  for  some  years  has  made  a 
policy  of  better  roads  of  primary  consideration.  It  is  building  roads 
to  assist  settlers  in  Northern  Ontario  and  also  in  the  more  settled 
communities.  Now  being  constructed  is  a  concrete  highway  from 
Toronto  to  Hamilton,  a  distance  of  about  40  miles. 

RirssiA. 

[Consul  I'\  WiUoughby  Smith,  Batum,  Aag.  12.] 
Hew  Railroad  Constraction. 

The  Russian  Imperial  Railroad  Commission,  it  is  reported,  has 
completed  its  examination  of  the  proposed  railroad  uniting  the 
Sliua  and  Kineshma  regions  with  the  basin  of  the  Don  and  the 
Caucasus.  The  commission  has  sanctioned  the  construction  of  the 
road  through  Mourom,  Melenki,  Elatma,  Sasovo,  Shatzk,  Marshansk. 
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and  TamboT,  recommending,  however,  that  this  line  should  5e  imiied 
vith  the  projected  line  Kozlov-Sviatoi  Krest. 

The  construction  of  the  new  line  is  to  be  shared^  two  ctnnpanies. 
The  construction  of  the  road  from  Marshansk  to  Kozlov  is  assigned 
to  the  Riazan-Ural  Bailroad  Co:,  and  the  balance  of  the  main  line 
to  the  Moscow-Kazan  Railroad. 

SOUTH  A7RICA. 
[Consul  Edwin  N.  Qansauliia,  JohannesborK,  Aug.  12.] 
New  Bailway  Line  from  Kessina,  Transvaal,  to  Delagoa  Bay. 

There  has  just  been  completed  the  section  of  the  new  railway  line 
from  Tzaneen  to  Zoekmakaar.  This  marks  an  important  develop- 
ment in  the  railways  in  central  Transvaal  by  affording  a  direct  means 
of  communication  from  the  eastern  to  the  northern  railway  lines, 
this  section  being  the  second  constructed  under  an  agreement  with 
the  Messina  Copper  Co.,  under  which  that  company  guarantees  for 
10  years  interest  on  the  capital  cost.  The  other  railway  section,  con- 
structed under  the  agreement,  was  the  exteosion  from  Bandolier  Kop 
to  Messina,  which  was  opened  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  By  this  new 
construction  throu^  connection  has  now  been  effected  between  Mes- 
sina and  Delagoa  Bay,  obviating  the  circuitous  route  via  Pr^oria, 
the  distance  saved  being  262  miles.  The  estimated  cost  of  tiie  two  seC' 
tions  constructed  imder  the  agreement  was  $3,649,875,  and  the  actual 
expenditure  is  said  to  be  well  within  this  amount. 

Following  are  some  of  the  more  important  particulars  concerning 
this  new  railway  line,  as  published :  Length  of  line,  56  miles ;  perma- 
nent way  material — Rails,  60-pound,  section  with  steel  sleepers; 
maximum  grade,  1  in-  50  (comjpensated) ;  maximum  curve,  7  chains 
radius ;  height  above  sea  level,  Tzaneen,  2,372  feet ;  Zoekmakaar,  3,846 
feet;  survey  commenced  December,  1912;  survey  completed  May, 
1913;  constructed  commenced  Jnlyj  1913;  construction  completed 
August,  1915. 

The  line,  after  leaving  Tzaneen,  traverses  the  well-known  and 
fertile  vallejr  of  Duivels  Kloof,  where  a  considerable  extent  of  land 
is  under  cultivation,  and  in  this  district  passes  through  or  adjacent  to 
the  Tzaneen  and  Westphalia  Estates.  The  following  are  the  more 
important  river  crossings :  Groot  Letaba,  Politsi,  Ramadiepe,  Koodoo, 
and  Middle  Letaba. 

A  striking  feature  of  the  route  is  the  severe  and  continuous  ascent 
from  the  Middle  Letaba  River  to  the  hi^h  veld  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  junction,  being  a  distance  of  15  miles,  the  difference  in  level 
being  approximately  1,425  feet. 

SPAIH. 

[Vice  Consul  3os6  H.  Ga7,  Madrid,  Aug.  21.] 

Proposals  for  Paving  Work  In  Madrid. 

By  official  decree  of  August  20,  1915,  the  "Ayuntamiento  de  Mad- 
rid "  is  authorized  to  call  for  new  proposals  for  asphalt  paving  work 
that  was  awarded  to  Mr.  CUve  E.  Pearson,  who  renounced  it.  Plans 
and  conditions  are  on  iile  in  the  "Ayuntamiento  de  Madrid,  Seccion 
de  Obras,"  where  th^  may  be  seen.  This  construction  was  noted  in 
Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  March  28, 1914. 
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WUZD  XnODOK. 
[London  Times,  Sept  ».J 
Electricity  Scheme  for  Ireland. 

The  falls  of  Lough  Eme  at  Belleek  and  of  the  Shannon  near 
Limerick  are  to  be  utilized.  A  company  is  seeking  parliamentary 
powers  to  employ  this  vast  power  for  lighting  most  of  Ireland  bj, 
electricity. 

Canals  above  the  falls  will  carry  the  headwater  to  fixed  places  lower 
down,  and  the  volume  of  water  is  immense. 

Mr.  Theodore  Stevens  is  the  consulting  engineer,  and  Mr.  P.  ,T, 
McAndrew,  Sheen  Lodge,  Bimdoran,  superintending  engineer,  with 
Mr.  Bla3mey  Winslow  as  secretary. 

The  necessary  capital  has  been  subscribed  by  the  company.  The 
men  are  at  work  now  mapping  the  route  of  the  necessary  canals  and 
of  the  lines  of  cable  to  conduct  the  power. 


SUCCESS  OF  CANADIAH  17ATI0NAL  EXHIBITION. 

[Conaul  Julius  D.  Dreber,  Toronto,  Sept.  14.] 

In  CoMMEKCE  Rkpobts  for  August  6  last  a  report  from  this  office 
was  published  regarding  the  proposed  Canadian  National  Exhibition 
at  Toronto,  August  28  to  September  13.  The  exhibition  proved  to  be 
a  decided  success,  the  total  attendance  having  been  a  little  more  than 
100,000  in  excess  of  that  of  last  year.  This  was  named  "  Patriotic 
Year  "  and  greater  production  was  emphasized  in  various  ways.  The 
live-stock  exhibits  were  numerous  and  creditable  in  a  high  degree. 
The  extensive  agricultural  exhibits  of  various  Provinces  attracted 
much  attention.  The  fine  fruits  and  vegetables  were  well  worth 
studying.  Canadian  manufacturers  made  a  good  showing.  There 
were,  as  in  former  years,  many  exhibits  from  the  United  States,  but 
the  attendance  of  visitors  from  across  the  border  was  not  as  large  as 
in  former  years. 

BETTEB  SHIFFINO  FACILITIES  TO  ATTSTBAIASIA. 

[CoDsnl  General  Altred  A.  Winslow,  Auckland,  Ang.  18.] 

Shipping  facilities  to  this  part  of  the  world  are  much  better  than 
for  the  past  year,  and  the  future  promises  well.  The  Union  Steam- 
ship Co.  advises  that,  in  addition  to  regular  sailings  of  passenger 
and  freight  steamers  every  four  weeks  from  each  port,  a  steamer  is 
to  load  general  merchandise  at  Vancouver  about  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, and  at  San  Francisco  early  in  October,  for  Auckland,  Mel- 
bourne, and  Sydney.  The  Waimarino  is  to  load  at  Vancouver  about 
the  third  week  in  October  and  at  San  Francisco  at  the  end  of  October 
for  Auckland  and  Sydney.  The  WaiheTno  will  load  at  Vancouver 
and  San  Francisco  early  in  October  for  Wellington  and  Sydney. 

This  should  encourage  exporters  to  push  for  business  in  this'  field, 
where  the  demand  is  so  great.  Thei-e  is  a  shortage  here  along  most 
lines. 

Owing  to  the  many  accidents  caused  by  motor  cars  being  driven  at 
a  reckless  speed  through  the  crowded  streets  of  Pelring,  China,  the 
police  authorities  are  drawing  up  regulations. 
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THE  FAMOUS  UCHSE  07  CHIHA. 

[Consul  General  F.  D.  ChefUre,  Canton,  China.] 

The  lichee  (Litchi  chinensis),  one  of  the  most  widely  known  fmits 
throughout  China,  is  produced  in  South  China,  chiefly  in  the  Prov- 
inces of  Fukien  and  Kwangtung,  but  also  in  Szechwan.  A  small 
quantity  is  grown  in  other  southern  Provinces,  but  none  whatever  in 
the  north.  It  is  said  that  lichees  grown  in  other  than  the  three 
Provinces  named  are  inferior  in  quality  and  almost  unfit  for  edible 

Surposes.    This  report  will  be  confined  to  the  lichees  grown  in 
[wangtung  Province. 

The  principal  lichee-producing  districts  in  Kwangtung  Province 
are  Namhoi,  I*un  Yu,  Tsang  Shing,  and  Tung  Kun.  Some  lichees 
are  grown  in  the  Heungshan,  Shuntak,  and  Samshui  districts,  and 
while  they  are  produced  in  abundance  in  the  Yeung  Kong  and  Shui 
Tung  districts  they  are  of  inferior  quality. 
Fruit  Deteriorates  Rapidly  When  Picked. 

The  fruit  of  the  lichee  tree,  when  plucked,  rapidly  deteriorates, 
and  can  be  kept  in  its  original  state  for  only  three  days  at  most 
A  plan  has  been  adopted  lor  preserving  the  fruit  by  storing  it  in 
bamboo  after  sprinkling  with  a  weak  salt  solution  and  sealing  both 
ends  of  the  bamboo  with  clay.  In  this  manner  the  fruit  remains 
fresh  for  about  two  weeks,  allowing  of  its  being  exported  to 
Shanghai  and  Peking  and  ports  on  the  Yangtze  River. 

Dried  lichees  are  very  popular  in  foreign  countries.  The  fruit 
is  dried  in  two  ways— iy  sun  and  by  fire.  The  sun-dried  lichee 
commands  the  better  price,  it  having  a  finer  flavor  than  the  fire- 
dried  fruit.  There  are  but  two  or  three  species  of  the  lichee  that  are 
suitable  for  drying  purposes,  viz,  the  "  no-mai-chi,"  the  "  kwai-mi," 
and  the  "  wai-chi.'' 

The  purchase  of  lichees  by  the  wholesale  dealers  from  the  pro- 
ducers IS  largely  one  of  speculation,  the  former  bargaining  with  the 
latter  for  the  iruit  during  April  and  May,  whUe  the  trees  are  yet 
in  blossom,  a  certain  amount  being  agreed  upon  for  each  tree.  If 
the  tree  is  unfruitful,  the  purchaser  must  suffer  the  consequoaces. 
The  actual  quantity  of  fruit  produced  annually  is  a  difficult  matter 
to  ascertain  accurately,  but  from  information  received  from  the 
lichee  growers  the  total  amount  of  lichees  annually  produced  in  the 
Kwangtung  Province  is  estimated  at  1,500,000  pounds. 
Cultural  Kethods — Qrafting  Hastens  Bearing. 

The  selection  of  suitable  soil  for  the  planting  of  lichee  trees  is 
most  essential.  Alluvial  soil  lying  along  the  banks  of  fresh-water 
streams  is  to  be  preferred.  A  soil  composed  of  sand  and  mud  in 
ebout  equal  proportions  and  about  6  feet  above  water  is  considered 
ideal.  The  lichee  tree's  two  deadliest  enemies  are  salt  water  and  cold, 
and  for  this  reason  it  is  difficult  to  grow  lichee  trees  even  in  South 
China.  An  abundance  of  manure  is  essential  if  the  tree  would  flour- 
ish. In  winter  the  young  trees  must  be  protected  from  the  cold  by 
wrapping  the  trunks  with  straw  and  covering  the  base  of  the  tree 
with  a  mixture  of  hay  and  mud,  and  this  process  must  be  continued 
until  the  trees  have  reached  the  age  of  40  to  50  years. 

The  season  for  planting  the  lichee  tree  is  in  the  spring.  The  seed 
or  kernel  from  the  fruit  is  placed  in  the  ground  and  protected  with 
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manure  and  mud.  When  the  tree  is  1  year  old  it  is  transplanted  to  a 
location  near  a  stream,  if  possible.  At  the  age  of  5  years  the  tree 
comes  into  bearing,  but  the  fruit  is  of  a  poor  quality  and  gradually 
improves  as  the  tree  matures.  Fruit  of  a  good  quality,  as  a  rule,  can 
not  be  expected  imtil  the  tree  is  30  to  40  years  of  age.  The  life  of  the 
lichee  tree  is  several  hundred  years.  Grafting  may  be  employed  to 
good  purpose  if  it  is  desired  to  hasten  production,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose the  Chinese  select  the  "kwai"  tree  {Cinnamomum  cassia)  and 
the  "  wai"  tree  {Sophora  japonica).  Good  fruit  is  usually  obtained 
from  trees  that  have  been  grafted  after  the  lapse  of  three  to  five 
years. 

Barvest  Period. 

In  April  or  May  the  lichee  tree  is  in  blossom,  and  if  during  these 
months  it  is  visited  by  strong  winds  and  heav^  rains,  in  all  probabil- 
ity it  will  not  bear  fruit.  Generally  speakmg,  the  lichee  harvest 
occurs  in  June  and  July,  one  species  after  another  coming  to  matur- 
ity. The  poorest  fruit  marks  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  season, 
the  best  coming  in  during  the  middle  of  the  season. 

It  is  said  by  the  Chinese,  and  it  is  a  very  interesting  fact  to  note, 
that  prior  to  the  plucking  of  the  tree  it  is  immune  from  the  ravages 
of  insects  and  birds.  The  tree  is  protected,  the  Chinese  say,  by  a 
black-winged  insect  that  spins  its  web  in  the  tree  and  emits  an  un- 
pleasant odor  whidi  effectually  protects  it  from  destructive  insects 
tuid  birds ;  but  if  any  of  the  fruit  is  plucked,  the  tree  is  deserted  by 
the  black- winged  insect  and  is  left  a  prey  to  its  «iemies.  Accordingly, 
the  farmer  who  is  wise  will  take  the  precaution  to  strip  the  trees  of 
all  of  their  fruit  fts  quickly  as  possible. 


7ENEZUEIAN  PAFEB  MADE  FBOX  AQUATIC  PLANT. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Ouaira,  Aug.  27.] 

The  paper  factory  at  Maracay,  Venezuela,  reference  to  which  was 
published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Beports  January  27,  1913, 
is  a^ut  completed  and  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  before  the  end 
of  the  year.    The  building  is  of  Venezuelan  cement,  the  roof  of  Bel- 

fian  .galvanized  iron,  and  all  the  paper-making  machinery  is  from  the 
rmof  Fullner,  of  Warmbrunn,  Silesia. 

Only  the  motive  power  is  American.  This  consists  of  a  hydro- 
electric installation  at  Cheroni  which  will  develop  300  horsepower  in 
the  wet  and  200  in  the  dry  season.  To  date,  950,000  bolivars  (boli- 
var=$0.193)  have  been  expended  on  the  plant.  The  raw  material 
consists  of  an  aquatic  plant  which  grows  in  great  quantity  on  the 
margins  of  Lake  Tacarigua,  near  the  shore  of  which  the  factory  is 
situated.  Wrapping  paper  and  strawboard  will  be  produced  at  first, 
the  capacity  of  the  plant  being  10  tons  in  24  hours. 

Any  communications  regarding  this  factory  should  be  addressed. 
Dr.  Alanuel  Leon  Quintero,  Caracas. 


Pig  raising  in  the  West  Indies  is  to  be  encouraged  by  the  British 
Government,  which  has  the  industry  investigated  by  a  Canadian 
expert.  The  British  West  Indies  import  annually  $850,000  of  pork 
products. 
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COAL  TEABE  IS  SOTJTHESH  ITALY. 

(Consul  Jay  Wbite,  Naples,  Italy,  Ans.  6.] 


During  1914  imports  of  American  coal  to  Naples  amounted  to 
243,468  tons,  as  compared  with  172,709  tons  in  1913  and  82,167  tons 
in  1912.  The  increase  is  principally  due  to  the  present  European 
war  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  shipments  from  the  United  King- 
dom, as  well  as  to  the  high  exchange.  Of  the  total  amount  imported 
in  1914,  British  bottoms  carried  159,214  tons,  while  other  vessels 
brought  84,214  tons. 

Italy  has  practically  no  coal  fields  of  its  own,  and  because  of  this 
fact  coal  is  imported  free  of  duty. 

Below  are  statistics  of  coal  imports  for  all  Italy — the  report  of 
the  Italian  royal  Minister  of  Finance : 


Country. 

Mil 

1»U 

19U 

Tom. 
85,383 
25,160 
100,110 
442,035 
8,767,352 
14,068 
157,676 
5,218 

Tinu. 

177,307 

24,364 

170,565 

8»l,501 

8,637,219 

68,033 

76,494 

14,746 

Tmu. 
133,838 

•     4,358 
164,674 
MS,  lis 

S3,S» 
71, 564 
6,635 

Belf;Itmi....r...'. 

Franco.................................. 

Qerntany 

OreatBrltaln 

United  Statts 

Holland .' 

All  other 

«,S97.88> 

10,057,238 

10,810,8n 

$53,507,151 

»a9,877,8» 

*75,I13,8» 

With  respect  to  the  United  States  there  is  a  marked  discrepancy 
between  these  and  the  following  figures  (from  the  report  of  the 
Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Naples)  concerning  the  importation 
of  coal  into  southern  Italy  in  1913:  From  Great  Britain,  1,164,095 
tons;  from  United  States,  172,709  tons;  from  other  countries,  222,728 
tons. 

Expenses  of  Dockage — ^Amonnt  of  Coal  on  Hand. 

The  expenses  of  dockage  at  Naples  are  as  follows:  Stevedoring, 
1  lire  per  ton;  pilotage,  300  lire;  mooring  and  unmooring,  50  lire; 
port  dues  per  net  register,  1.40  lire;  towage,  175  lire;  customs  dues 
(spedizione),  100  lire.  It  is  estimated  that  on  a  cargo  of  2,000  tons 
the  outlay  is  about  $750. 

There  are  said  to  be  in  Naples  at  the  present  time,  aside  from  the 
naval  and  State  supplies,  about  100,000  tons  of  coal,  and  of  this 
amount  15,000  tons  are  American  coal.  Several  cargoes  of  American 
coal  are  en  route  for  Naples  now.  One  firm  last  year  had  contracts 
for  600,000  tons  of  American  coal,  but  the  freight  rates  at  that  time 
prohibited  the  importation. 

Prices  at  Naples — ^Kethod  of  TTnloadlne. 

The  price  of  American  coal  delivered  at  Naples  is  538.  ($12.88). 
although  the  Italian  Government  has  a  contract  for  the  delivery  oi 
200,000  tons  of  American  coal  to  any  port  on  the  west  coast  of  Italy 
c.  i.  f.  53s.  6d.  ($13)  per  ton.  The  selling  price  fluctuates  between  54s. 
($13.12)  and  60s.  ($14.58). 

Of  the  American  coal  brought  to  Naples  in  1914,  5,954  tons  came 
from  New  York,  7,100  tons  from  Philadelphia,  15,319  tons  from  Bal- 
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timore,  61,996  tons  from  Ne^wport  News,  and  153,099  tons  from  Nor- 
folk. 

In  the  port  of  Naples  are  several  moles  where  coal  is  deposited. 
Among  these  are  the  Mola  Martello,  Mola  S.  Vincenzo,  and  the  Mola 
Orientale.  The  ships  usually,  however,  discharge  into  lighters,  and 
tiiese  often  lie  off  shore  until  the  cargo  is  needed.  There  are  no 
modem  means  of  unloading  coal  in  the  port.  Longshoremen  convey 
the  coal  to  shore  in  baskets  or  panniers  borne  upon  the  shoulder,  a 
basket  to  a  man.  There  is  seldom  any  delay  in  unloading  a  vessel, 
since  the  men  engaged  in  this  business  are  exceedingly  numerous 
about  the  docks. 

[Lists  of  coal  dealers  in  southern  Italy  and  of  some  of  the  principal  freight 
agents  In  Naples  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.    Befer  to  file  No.  66215.] 


IHCBEASEB  COST  OF  F00DSTTTFI1S  IH  GBEECE. 

[Vice  CoDsiil  George  P.  Waller,  Jr.,  Athens,  Aag.  17.] 

^  There  has  been  a  rapid  rise  in  the  prices  of  foodstuffs  in  Greece 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  According  to  authoritative  publi- 
cations, the  mcrease  in  the  price  of  cereals  and  flour  has  been  50  per 
cent,  legumes  have  increased  45  per  cent,  while  the  price  of  meats 
has  remained  practically  stationary.  This  is  perhaps  explained  by 
the  fact  that  the  average  Greek  is  not  a  consumer  of  meat.  The 
increase  in  cost  of  flour  is  due  to  the  closing  of  the  Dardanelles  and 
the  high  freight  rates  on  this  commodity  from  America. 

The  rise  in  cost  of  the  following  articles  in  the  six  months  from 
January  to  June,  inclusive,  is  shown  here  by  percentages:  Wheat, 
2  per  cent;  barley,  6  per  cent;  com,  40  per  cent;  semolina,  15  per 
oait;  farina,  20  per  cent;  bread,  9  per  cent;  beans,  18  per  cent;  chick 
peas,  40  per  cent. 

Prices  in  Athens  Retail  Xarkets — ^Advance  la  Kents. 

Eliminating  the  comparatively  trifling  rise  in  wheat  and  barlev^ 
thes^,  having  reached  the  high^  point  in  their  price  curve  before 
January — ^it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  increase  during  this  period 
is  approximately  24  per  cent. 

The  following  prices  (per  pound  in  United  States  currency,  except 
for  chickens  and  geese)  prevailed  in  the  Athens  retail  markets  on 
July  17:  Cereals— Wheat,  $0.04;  barley,  $0,025;  com,  $0,034;  best 
white  bread,  $0,047.  Legumes— Beans,  $0,068;  chick  peas,  $0,054; 
potatoes,  white,  $0,027;  tomatoes,  $0,027.  Meats— Beef,  $0.15;  veal, 
$0.20 ;  chickens,  each,  $0.57 ;  geese,  each,  $0.95.  Fish— Mullet,  $0.27 ; 
salt  cod,  $0.10.  Butter,  $0.38;  olive  oil,  $0.12:  eggs,  $0.03;  cheese, 
sliced,  $0,135;  olives,  $0,068;  sugar,  $0.10;  rice,  $0.09. 

Another  disquieting  factor  in  present  economic  conditions  is  the 
unprecedented  mcrease  in  rents,  conservatively  estimated  as  ranging 
from  25  to  40  per  cent.  This  has  been  caused  by  the  presence  of 
large  numbers  of  Greeks  from  all  parts  of  Europe  and  Asia  Minor 
who  have  gathered  in  Athens  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  as  well 
as  of  various  foreign  missions  which  have  been  established  here  since 
that  time. 
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PB0P0SAZ5  FOB  OOVEBirUEHT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COHSTBUCnOV. 

(Correspondence  shoald  be  direct  with  the  ofllcefl  named,  and  spectflcationa  an  nsnaU7 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  Koods  are  to  be  dellTered  or  the  work  la  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  SDbmit  tendera, 
the;  aboald  ask  to  he  placed  on  the  mailing  Usta  of  audi  offices  to  receive  notices  <— '""g 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Vavv  Department  suppUet,  No.  2656. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  CL, 
.  until  October  26,  1015,  for  furnishing  the  foliowing  materials.  Finns 
Interested  therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts,  giving  the  schedule  numbers  desired :  Schedule  8825,  for  100,000 
feet  teak  logs;  and  Schedule  8827,  tinned  bacon,  tinned  lima  beans, 
tinned  string  beans,  California  white  beans,  tinned  corned  beef,  tinned 
com,  lard,  macaroni,  evaporated  milk,  tinneC  pears,  tinned  peas,  l)aking 
powder,  carry  powder,  rice,  salt,  assorted  spices,  sirup,  sugar  in  sacks. 
No.  3  tinned  tomatoes,  i.nd  vinegar.  Bids  will  be  received  until  October 
19,  1915,  for  the  following:  Schedule  8812,  deck  scrubbing  brushes,  and 
handles  for  deck  scrubbing  brushes,  and  schedule  8813,  motor  driven  fans. 

Jfavv  Department  supplies.  No.  2657. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
uutll  October  12,  1915,  for  furnishing  the  following  materials.  Firms  In- 
terested therein  should  make  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and 
Accounts,  giving  the  sohedule  numbers  desired:  Schedule  8805,  ammunition 
trucks  and  storage-battery  trucks;  schedule  8806,  rotating  copper  bands  and 
steel  forglngs ;  sohedule  8S07,  swinging  hose  reels  and  galvanized-steel 
tanks;  schedule  SS08,  meat  and  food  grinders  and  kitchen  and  cake 
machines;  schedule  8S09,  meat  and  food  choppers,  steam  Jacketed  kettles,' 
dish-washing  machines,  dough-mixing  machines,  liand-operated  meat-slicing 
machines,  potato-iieellng  machines,  and  80-gallon  coffee  urns;  schedule  8810, 
sand-blast  system ;  schedule  8811.  furnishing  and  installing  mechanical  tele- 
graph transmitters;  schedule  8814,  flies;  schedule  8816,  leaded  and  armored 
conductors;  schedule  8817,  medium  bar  steel  and  steel  floor  plates:  schedule 
8818,  rubber  boots;  schedule  8810,  cotton  canvas;  schedule  8820.  rubber- 
covered  wire;  schedule  8S21,  self-closlug  brass  faucets,  unbleached  cotton 
sheeting,  cotton  twine,  and  baled  wood  cork  In  sheets;  schedule  8822,  hack- 
saw blades,  composition  unions,  looking  devices  for  metal  lockers,  brass 
spur  gromniets.  hammers,  padlocks,  block-iron  planes,  handsaws,  and  screw 
drivers;  sche<lule  8823,  Leyden  jars;  schedule  8824,  brass  bibb  cocks,  euttinc 
compound,  valve-reseating  machines,  and  lard  mineral  oil;  and  schedule 
8826,  ash  (firsts),  rough  white  oak,  dressed  white  pine,  rough  yellow  pine, 
and  rough  spruce. 

Concrete  flooring.  No.  2658. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Tards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  16, 
1915,  for  a  reinforced  concrete  floor  in  pattern  shop,  building  No.  42,  tJolted 
States  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.  Plans  and  speelflcatlous  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard  named. 

PlumJAng  supplies.  No.  2659. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  De[)artiuent  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  21,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States 
penitentiary,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  plumbing  pipe,  fittings  and  materials  for  west 
main  cell  wing.  In  accordance  with  specifications,  copies  of  which  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  Washington  office. 

Foodstuffs,  No.  2660. — Sealed  profwsals  will  be  received  at  the  general  depot  of 
the  Quartermaster  Corps,  115  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  HI.,  until  Sep- 
tember 28,  1015,  for  furnishing  serial  No.  18,  corned  beef  hash;  serial  No. 
205,  lard;  serial  No.  261,  pork  sausage;  serial  No.  262,  V.  S.  sausage;  and 
serial  No.  287,  beef  tongue. 

Dredging,  No.  2661. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks,  Navy  Department.  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  0,  1915,  for 
dredging  at  the  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be 
had  ou  application  at  the  Washington  office  or  to  the  commandant  of  the 
navy  yard  named. 
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Construction  work,  No.  2682. — S«aled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Montrose,  Colo.,  until  October  20, 
1915,  for  the  constmcUon  of  abont  11  miles  of  ironstone  canal,  Uncompahgre 
Valley  project.  In  the  vicinity  of  Olathe,  Colo.  The  work  involves  the  ex- 
cavation of  about  209,200  cubic  yards  of  material  In  open  cut.  Further 
particniars  may  be  bad  on  application  to  the  United  States  Reclamation 
Service,  Montrose,  CJolo.,  Tramway  Building,  Denver,  Colo.,  or  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Post-office  construction.  No.  2663. — Sealed  proposals  win  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  November  1,  1915.  for  the  construction,  complete  (Including 
mechanical  eqnlpmoit),  of  the  United  States  post-office  building  at  Merrill, 
Wis.  Drawings  and  speciflcationa  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian 
of  the  site  at  Merrill,  Wis.,  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Foodstuffs,  No.  2664. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  «.:  the 
depot  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  depot  quar- 
tcnnaster,  United  States  Army,  Chicago,  111.;  or  the  depot  quartermaster, 
United  States  Army,  Omaha,  Nebr.,  until  October  1,  1915,  for  furnishing 
serials  Nos.  8  and  10,  bacon.  Proposals  for  d^very  of  serial  8,  bacon 
packed  in  veneer  crates  of  abont  100  pounds  net  each,  and  In  fiber  boxes 
of  about  50  pounds  net  each,  are  invited  and  will  be  considered.  Specified- 
tlons  for  venter  crates  and  fiber  boxes  furnished  on  application. 


ABinnoirs  to  badio  statiohs  of  ithtced  states. 

Land  stations  at  Cincinnati  and  Lima,  Ohio,  and  Mobile,  Ala., 
have  been  added  to  the  list  of  radio  stations  of  the  United  States,  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation  announces.    All  three  are  classed  as  furnishing 

{>rivate  service,  without  regular  hours,  and  all  are  of  similar  wave 
engths,  raikging  from  200  to  450.  The  records  of  ovrnership  are: 
Cincinnati — controlled  by  Clayton  M.  Howes  (Hughes Hi^School)  ; 
Lima— J.  E.  Collins  (board  of  education) ;  Mobile — Ben  W.  Martin. 
Additions  to  the  ship  stations  are:  Chalmette  (wave  length,  300 
and  600),  owned  by  Southern  Pacific  Co.;  Mukilteo  (300  and  600), 
Charles  Nelson  Co.;  Sendik  (300  and  600),  Willis  S.  Kilmer; 
Jioamer,  owned  by  State  of  Florida.  The  RemUk,  whidi  is  operated 
by  the  Marconi  Co.,  is  for  general  public  use  in  the  North  and  South 
American  service  and  for  transoceanic  messages. 

The  publication.  List  of  Radio  Stations  oi  the  United  StateSj  edi- 
tion of  July  1, 1915,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  and  will  be 
issued  soon  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation.  Changes  in  the  radio 
service  that  may  be  announced  in  October  will  be  supplementary  to 
that'liublication. 

BBITISH  CHAHBEB  OF  COMMEBCE  IH  UBUOTTAY. 

[American  Minister  R.  E.  Jcffery,  Mootevldco,  July  24 ;  see  also  Commbbce  EsroBTS  for 

Jnne  12  and  Aug.  16.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  newly  formed  Brit- 
ish Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Uruguay,  held  on  the  22d  instant,  Mr. 
A.  B.  Drayton,  local  manager  of  the  Standard  Life  Assurance  Co., 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  chamber.  The  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  chairmen  of  various  subcommittees :  Banks  and  financial 
houses,  Mr.  E.  Richards;  camp  agents  and  "  ostancieros,"  Mr.  Henry 
iWilson;  coal,  Mr.  T.  F.  Lane;  di-y  goods,  Mr.  F.  W.  Gardiner;  ex- 

Strters  and  importers,  Mr.  E.  Buckland  Cooper ;  iron  and  hardware, 
r.  J.  Eraser;  railways,  tramways,  and  engineering.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Bayne;  insurance,  Mr.  A.  B.  Drayton ;  shipping,  Mr.  R.  II.  Stapledon. 
Offices  for  the  chnml)er  of  commerce  will  be  opened  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days  at  Calle  Rincon  506,  Montevideo. 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OFPOBTUHlTiES. 

Reserved  addresses  ma;  oe  obtained  from  the  Bareaa  and  its  brmncli  oflleea.  Qeqaest 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  the  file  number  gtven. 

Fancy  paper  goods.  No.  18395. — A  firm  In  Switzerland  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular ofllcer  tbat  it  desires  to  Import  all  kinds  of  fancy  paper  goods,  novel- 
ties, and  specialties  such  as  are  used  in  botels,  restaurants,  pastry  shops, 
and  tea  rooms,  namely,  lace-edged  papers,  napkins,  towels,  toilet  paper,  and 
paper  articles  for  advertising.  Samples  are  requested  with  quotation& 
Prices  t.  o.  b.  American  port  or  c.  i.  f.  European  port.  References  can  be 
obtained.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  18390. — A  Portuguese  firm  desires  to  get  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  materials  for  cement  malting,  such  as  machin- 
ery, steel  balls,  crushers,  etc.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  are  solicited.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English. 

Printing  »upplie»,  paper,  ttationery,  etc..  No.  18307. — A  business  man  in  Spain 
who  is  interested  in  the  importation  of  printing  supplies,  including  presses 
and  other  machinery,  and  type,  paper,  stationery,  office  supplies,  advertising 
novelties,  paints,  drugs,  umbrellas,  and  toys,  wishes  to  obtain  catalogues, 
prices,  and  terms  from  American  manufacturers.  References  given.  Corre- 
spondence and  literature  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Electrical  supplici.  No.  18398. — A  consular  officer  in  the  Netherlands  reports 
that  a  firm  In  that  country  wishes  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  electrical  supplies.  It  states  that  first-class 
references  can  be  given.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Printing  paper  and  cardboards,  No.  18399. — A  report  from  an  American  consul 
in  Switzerland  states  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  correspond  with 
American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  printing  paper  and  cardboard. 
The  firm  is  willing  to  accept  customary  American  export  terms  uid  con- 
ditions, prices,  c.  i.  f.  European  port  and  f.  o.  b.  American  port.  Samples 
are  requested  with  quotations.  References  obtainable.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 

Chemicals  and  drugs.  No.  18400. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  chemicals  ond  drugs. 

Bromide,  No.  18401. — A  man  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
he  desires  to  purchase  Immediately  about  100  kilos  of  bromide  for  industrial 
purposes.  Prices  and  terms  c.  i.  f.  foreign  port  are  requested.  Correspond- 
ence should  be  in  Spanish. 

Fruit,  olives,  etc..  No.  18402. — A  firm  in  Greece  wishes  to  correspond  with  Ameri- 
can importers  of  dried  currants,  figs,  and  olives  in  brine. 

Bed  guilts,  ice-cream  freezers,  etc..  No.  18403. — A  wholesale  and  retail  firm  on 
the  East  African  coast  desires  to  receive  catalogues  of  bed  quilts,  ice-cream 
frezers.  musical  instruments,  and  slates  for  schoolboys.  Prices  and  terms 
arc  requested  immediately.    Correspondence  may  be  in  BSnglish.  ' 

Hosiery,  No.  18404. — An  American  consul  in  Canada  reports  that  a  manafac- 
turer's  agent  desires  to  correspond  with  firms  in  the  United  States  manu- 
facturing and  eximrting  hosiery  of  ail  Idnds  for  women. 

Acetic  acid,  etc.,  No.  18405. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports 
that  an  aniline  color,  chemical,  and  dyestuff  merchant  desires  to  receive  quo- 
tations from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  acetic  acid,  hema- 
tlne  crystals  and  paste,  and  fustic  acid.  If  possible,  quotations  should  be 
c.  1.  f.  British  port.    The  firm  will  act  as  agent  or  purchase  outright. 

Drugs,  medicines,  and  chemicals.  No.  18406. — A  business  man  in  Spain  informs 
an  American  consul  that  he  wishes  to  obtain  catalogues,  prices,  and  terms 
for  regular  line  of  drugs,  medicines,  and  chemicals,  such  as  are  handled  by 
apothecaries  and  chemical  dealers.  Correspondence  and  literature  should 
be  in  Spanish. 

ilachinery.  No.  18407. — This  bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a  good 
second-band  machine  is  wanted  for  making  sets  of  bass  strings  for  repairing 
various  makes  of  pinuoa.  An  electric  motor  sufficiently  large  to  run  the 
machlue  is  to  be  supplied.  There  Is  also  a  request  for  a  small  outfit  for 
making  paper  music  rolls  for  player  pianos. 
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Uade-in-America  Doll  Heads. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  informed  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  the  manufacture  of  porcelain 
doll  heads  has  been  established  in  Philadelphia.  This,  the  Survey 
remarks,  is  a  new  industry  for  the  United  States. 

Heretofore  the  American  demand  for  such  heads  has  been  met  from 
abroad  (chiefly  from  Germany).  The  exact  value  of  these  importa- 
tions, however,  is  not  shown  by  official  records,  the  heads  being  in- 
cluded with  statistics  for  dolls.  In  the  fiscal  year  1015  imports  of 
"dolls  and  parts  of"  into  the  United  States  amounted  to  $1,698,131, 
against  a  total  of  $1,816,496  during  1914,  $1,563,184  in  1913,  and 
$1,422,292  in  1912.  

NATIONAL  COLOES  ON  SIDES  OF  VESSELS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  brings  to  the  attention 
of  American  shipping  interests  the  following  letter  from  Count  J.  H. 
von  Bemstorff,  German  Ambassador  to  this  country : 
Mr.  Secretary  of  State: 

The  Imperial  Government  has  advised  me  that  merchnut  vessels  which  desire 
to  show  their  neutral  allegiance  by  painting  their  national  colors  on  the  sides 
often  make  the  mistake  of  having  those  distinctive  signs  so  small  that  they  can 
not  be  made  out  from  a  distance. 

Pursuant  to  instructions  received,  I  leave  it  with  your  excellency  to  bring 
the  foregoing  to  the  notice  of  American  shipowners  in  their  own  interests. 

Accept,  Mr.  Secretary  of  State,  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  most  distin- 
guished high  consideration. 

J.  Bebnstobff. 

To  his  excellency  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Robert  Lansing. 

EESTJLTS  OF  FOBEIGN  TRADE  OPPOaTITNITIES. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  a  business  firm  in  South  America,  stating  that  as  a  result 
of  the  publication  of  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  17292  in  Com- 
merce Reports  June  19,  1915,  it  has  made  a  contract  with  a  firm  in 
the  United  States  for  a  fortnightly  shipment  of  peanuts. 
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Bisnro  COST  of  chdtese  cottoh  goods. 

(Commercliil  Agent  Ralph  M.  Odell,  Sbangbat,  China,  Aug.  3.] 

The  past  few  weeks  have  been  marked  by  a  notable  increase  in 
the  prices  quoted  on  sheetings  and  drills  made  in  the  Shanghai  cab- 
Urn  mills — amounting  in  some  cases  to  15  or  20  per  cent.  Two 
months  ago,  for  example,  36-inch  sheetings  were  selling  at  3.30  to 
8.35  Shanghai  taels  per  piece  of  40  yards^  whereas  the  same  goods 
are  now  quoted  at  8.83  to  8.90  Shanghai  taels.  When  the  lower 
prices  were  ruling  the  tael  was  worth  about  $0.55  in  American  cur- 
rency, making  the  cost  of  the  goods  $1.81  to  $1.84  per  piece;  the 
value  of  silver  has  since  declined  and  the  tael  is  now  worth  only 
$0.54,  making  the  present  price  $2.08  to  $2.11  per  piece. 

The  strength  of  the  market  has  been  partly  due  to  the  higher 
prices  of  Cliinese  cotton  which  are  now  ruling — being  about  1.  tael 

Ser  picul  ($0.54  per  133J  pounds)  more  than  they  were  in  May  and 
une,  but  largely  to  the  boycott  of  Japanese  goods,  which  has  been 
carried  on  in  China  during  the  past  few  months.  This  boycott  has 
resulted  in  a  considerable  curtailment  in  the  sales  of  Japanese  sheet- 
ings and  drills  and  a  more  active  demand  for  similar  goods  which 
tire  manufactured  in  Chinese  mills.  The  extent  and  eiTectiveness  of 
the  boycott  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that,  although  the  prices  of 
Japanese  goods  have  not  l>een  advanced  and  they  are  now  offered  at 
much  lower  figures  than  the  native  article,  the  Chinese,  to  a  very 
great  extent,  are  buying  the  latter  and  refusing  to  purchase  Japanese 
importations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  present  prices  of  some  of  the  prind- 
l)al  brands  of  Chinese,  Japanese,  and  American  sheetings  and  drills 
sold  in  this  market : 

GREY  SHEETINGS,  36 INCHES  WIDE,  «TARDS  PER  PIECE. 


Brand. 

Picks  p«r 
inch. 

Poniids 
piaoa. 

Yards 

P*«-^ 
pmind. 

Shanghai 

taels  per 

pitoe. 

DoUan 

Cats 
petjsfd. 

CnlNESI. 
ThraeFish 

4S4S 
4S.4.S 
4H.:,2 
4':  4.S 

M,:.2 

48  4S 

48/4S 

44 '44 

44/44 

4S/4S 
4S;52 

4S,4S 

4S;48 
48  4S 
4S,4S 

IS 
13 
13 

w 

It 

13 
13 

3.83 

3.07 
3.07 
3.00 
Z.85 
2.75 
S.06 
X.M 

3.00 
3.00 

5.00 
4.W 
4.00 
3.23 
3,00 
8.00 
3.85 

3.30 
3.85 
3.SS 
S.W 
4.25 
4.K) 
4.30 
«.<0 

3.35 
3.40 

3.00 

3.  IS 

3.35 

4.10 

4.571 

«.76 

5.  IS 

n.sa 

2.  OB 
2.03 
2.11 
3.30 
2.43 
3.43 
1. 63 

1.81 
1.85 

1.C3 
1.70 
1.S1 
3.31 
S.47 

2.^ 

4.n 

t.10 
S.S3 

Bull's  H«»d 

Tlirefl  Horses 

Two  Horses 

Throe  Horse  Head 

3.07 

Doi; 

S.t> 

4.S 
4.(B 

Niiie  Characters 

JAPANESE. 

Dragon  C 

Nino  Dragons '..'. 

AUEBICAir. 
Piedmont  L.  L 

4.05 

Piedmont  X.  X 

4S 

Bullfilol..  L 

4.(3 

Buffalo  A 

5.S 

Kn(erpri"!e  A 

8.17 

3.41 

Buck's  Head 

7.K 
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Brand. 

Picks  per 
Inch. 

Ponnds 
pttoe. 

Yards 

per 

pound. 

Shanghai 

tales  per 

pleoe. 

Dollars 
pm». 

Cents 
per  yard. 

caiNEss. 
Two  Tigers 1 

68/56 
6X,44 

72  S6 

CS;44 
"2,i« 

60/41 
60,42 
CO  40 
72/48 

13 
14 
14 
15 
IS 
1« 

13) 
13\ 
131 
14 

3.07 
2.8S 
2.85 
2.66 
2.66 
2.50 

3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
2. 85 

3.50 
3.25 
3.00 
3.00 

2.K5 
2.85 

3.85 
410 
4.55 
4.60 
4.35 
4.  SO 

3.40 
3.20 
3.30 
4.55 

4.10 
4.30 

4.85 
4.70 
5.50 
5.85 

2.08 
Z21 
2.46 
2.48 
3.35 
2.65 

1.85 
1.73 
1.78 
2.46 

2.21 
2.32 
2.62 
2.54 
2.97 
3.16 

S.20 

6.53 

Stag 

t.16 

Three  Tleers 

6.30 

Dog  and  Stork 

S.87 

FlveSyoee 

0.63 

lAPAKESE. 

Two  Geese 

4.63 

Phoenix 

4.33 

Elephant  

4. 45 

Dragon 

6.15 

AMERICAN. 
PelierM 

S.S3 

Piedmont  B 

5.80 

Pelxer  J 1 

6.55 

Piedmont  A 1  _  -  - 

6.35 

Facolet 

7.42 

7.90 

Ini  making  the  conversions  in  the  above  table  the  Shanghai  tael 
is  taken  at  $0.54.  The  difference  in  the  price  of  two  cloths  of  the 
same  weight  and  construction  is  due  to  the  fact  that  some  vof  the 
brands  are  better  known  and  more  firmly  established  on  the  market, 
and  hence  command  better  prices  than  others.  AH  prices  are  as 
quoted  at  the  warehouses  in  Shanghai. 

As  compared  with  Chinese  and  Japanese  goods,  it  will  be  noted 
that  the  prices  of  American  sheetings  and  drills  are  considerably 
higher,  the  difference  in  many  cases  amounting  to  20  or  30  per  cent. 
In  spite  of  this  fact,  however,  there  has  been  a  better  demand  for 
American  sheetings  and  drills  recently,  and  stocks  are  moving  some- 
what more  freely  than  they  have  for  some  time.  Unquestionably,  the 
boycott  of  Japanese  goods  has  had  a  beneficial  effect  on  our  trade,  but 
this  is  a  temporary  movement  and  can  not  be  counted  on  as  a  perma- 
nent factor  in  the  market. 

Already  the  sales  of  Japanese  yam,  which  had  reached  a  very  low 
point,  have  begun  to  increase,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  de- 
mand for  Japanese  piece  goods  will  follow  the  same  course.  So  long 
as  there  is  such  a  wide  discrepancy  in  the  prices  of  our  own  sheetings 
and  drills  and  those  of  similar  goods  supplied  by  the  Chinese  and 
Japanese  mills  we  can  not  hope  appreciably  to  increase  our  trade 
in  these  lines.  The  point  of  this  is  to  emphasize  the  suggestion  which 
has  previously  been  made — ^that  American  manufacturers  must  turn 
their  attention  to  other  classes  of  cotton  goods,  particularly  gray 
and  white  shirtings,  prints,  poplins,  Italians,  Venetians,  and  velvets — 
lines  in  which  the  Japanese  and  Chinese  mills  do  not  compete,  but 
which  are  supplied  in  large  quantities  by  England — if  they  expect 
to  extend  the  sale  of  their  goods  in  this  large  and  important  market. 


A  Johannesburg  firm  has  ordered  $12,500  worth  of  sugar  of  lead 
from  an  Ohio  chemical  works,  whose  address  was  furnished  by 
Consul  Edwin  N.  Gunsaulus,  stationed  in  that  South  African  city. 
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FHIIIFFIHE  TBADE  JS  THE  TEAB  ENBIHO  iVKli,  1915. 

In  the  Philippine  foreign-trade  movement  for  the  year  ending 
Jime,  1915,  the  adverse  effect  of  the  European  war  was  the  leading 
liictor.  Imports,  amounting  to  $44,479,861,  declined  $11,500,000,  or 
20  per  cent  below  the  1914  value;  and,  though  exports  were  only 
nominally  less  than  the  $51,000,000  total  of  ihe  previous  year,  greatly 
increased  production  of  copra  alone  saved  the  total,  and  the  hig^ 
price  for  sugar  was  the  only  marked  war  benefit  in  an  export  trade 
that  was  very  generally  reduced. 

The  shrinkage  in  imports  that  followed  the  opening  of  the  war 
showed  improvement  later,  and  the  total  for  the  latter  half  of  the 
year  was  materially  increased ;  but,  since  this  was  coincident  with  in- 
creasing purchases  of  foreign  rice  to  meet  the  local  crop  shortage,  the 
apparent  trade  improvement  is  somewhat  discounted.  Rice  imports 
of  $5,448,301  practically  doubled  those  of  the  previous  year,  which 
were  very  small  as  a  result  of  exceptionally  large  crops;  and,  if  this 
adverse  increase  of  $2,500,000  in  rice  is  eliminated,  the  decline  in 
the  general  import  trade  for  the  year  reaches  $14,000,000,  or  25 
per  cent. 

Though  importations  were  subject  to  very  general  reductions 
throughout,  the  exceptionally  large  $10,000,000  iron  and  steel  trade 
of  1914  decreased  most  noticeably  and  amounted  to  but  $4,000,000  in 
1915.  It  was,  however,  more  exclusively  American  than  ever  before, 
imports  from  the  United  States  amounting  to  78  per  cent.  The 
imports  continued  to  decline  and  were  still  smaller  in  the  latter  half 
of  the  year. 

In  the  cotton  textile  trade,  however,  which  also  declined  heavily  in 
the  early  months  of  the  war  and  showed  a  shrinkage  of  approxi- 
mately $1,500,000  for  the  year,  there  was  marked  recovery  and  re- 
sumption of  practically  normal  values  in  the  closing  six  months, 
during  which  period  the  trade  became  even  more  exclusively  Ameri- 
can, constituting  over  80  per  cent  of  the  total. 

The  recovery  in  copra  production  from  recent  disasters  was  the 
striking  feature  in  the  export  trade,  with  export  (quantities  more 
than  double  the  exceptionally  small  trade  of  the  previous  year.  Tlie 
price,  which  had  begun  to  decline  before  the  war,  reached  an  exceed- 
ingly low  level  in  the  early  months  succeeding,  and,  though  in  re- 
cent months  there  has  been  improvement,  the  $4,000,000  increase  in 
the  yearly  total  has  not  been  commensurate  with  the  large  quantity 
marketed.  The  trade  followed  the  lines  of  previous  years  with  the 
exception  of  shipments  to  Germany,  which  gave  place  to  a  new 
Italian  trade  of  considerable  importance. 

The  resumption  of  normal  hemp  production  seemed  indicated  in 
exports  immediately  preceding  the  war,  but  for  several  montlis  there- 
after shipments  dwindled,  and  though  approximately  normal  condi- 
tions have  more  recently  been  resumed,  the  quantity  exported  for  the 
year  fell  below  the  low  level  of  the  previous  year ;  and  this,  combined 
with  lower  average  prices,  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  $3,000,000  in 
value.  British  purchases,  which  under  peace  conditions  are  to  a 
considerable  extent  for  reexport,  showed  some  curtailment,  while 
the  IFnited  States,  normally  a  distinctly  manufacturing  market  for 
the  fiber,  was  credited,  in  the  reduced  trade  of  the  year,  with  larger 
quantities  than  for  some  time  past. 
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While  exports  of  sugar  were  considerably  less  in  quantity,  the  crop 
of  1913-14  was  to  an  unusually  large  extent  marketed  prior  to  the  end 
of  June,  1914,  whereas  the  crop  of  1914-15,  in  consequence  of  a  short- 
age in  tonnage  as  well  as  of  the  disposition  to  hold  for  better  prices, 
has  moved  out  slowly,  with  indications  of  large  stoclts  held  in  ware- 
house at  the  close  of  the  year  ending  June,  1915.  With  war  prices 
realized  on  exports  to  the  end  of  June  and  with  considerable  quanti  • 
ties  yet  to  come  forward  at  good  prices,  the  sugar  industry  presents 
a  more  prosperous  condition  than  even  that  indicated  by  the  annual 
figures.  Tlie  effect  of  war  prices  is  indicated  by  a  slightly  larger 
value  realized  on  the  184,060  long  tons  exported  in  1915  than  on  the 
209,606  long  tons  of  the  previous  year.  The  oriental  competition 
continued  stronger  than  in  the  first  years  of  free  trade  and  American 
shipments  only  slightly  exceed  half  the  total. 

Exports  of  cigars  declined,  and  though  there  was  some  recovery  in 
the  reduced  American  demand,  the  average  was  lower,  and  the  value 
of  the  American  trade  was  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  while 
the  important  Oriental  market  was  characterized  by  reduced  buying. 
The  conspicuous  war  feature  in  a  shrinkage  of  $500,000  in  the  leaf 
tobacco  trade  was  the  interruption  of  shipments  to  Austria-Hungary, 
which  country  has  heretofore  been  a  heavy  purchaser  of  Philippine 
leaf  tobacco. 

Among  minor  exports  there  was  a  very  general  reduction  in  values, 
with  the  notable  exception  of  coconut  oil.  This  newest  export  in- 
dustry continued  to  increase  its  output,  and  exceeded  in  value  the 
cigar  trade,  which  has  heretofore  ranked  as  a  leading  export  manu- 
facturing industry  of  the  islands. 

In  the  reduced  import  trade  for  the  year  the  United  States  con- 
tinued to  supply  about  half  the  total,  while  shipments  to  the  United 
States  increased  slightly  and  constituted  about  45  per  cent  of  the 
export  trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  prin- 
cipal commodities  for  the  years  ending  June  30,  1914,  and  1915, 
segregated  to  indicate  the  proportions  coming  from  and  going  to 
the  United  States : 


1914 


United 
States. 


Other 
-countries. 


Total. 


19IS 


United 

States. 


other 
countries. 


Total. 


UPOBTED. 


Automobiles 

Cement 

Cool 

Cotton  goods: 

Cloth 

Thread 

Wearing  apparel 

Yam 

All  other 

Iron  and  steel: 

Machinery 

CorruRated  rooBng 

Another 

niumlnatini!  oil 

Leather  goods: 

Boots  and  shoes 

Another 

Meat  and  dairy  products: 

Beet.fresb 

Condensed  milk 

AU  other 


t79s,g(n 
3n 

100,015 

6,0M,91« 

3M,373 

3)>n,M8 

it 

362,924 

7,169,562 

943, 4S0 

4, 102, 457 

1,292,325 

742,888 
EOS,  575 


172,826 
655,191 


tZ14,990 

774,760 
1,581,8*3 

2,129,399 

51,433 

l,2rXI,004 

1,013,777 

595,405 

1,495,790 
147, 3S1 

1,24>,312 
120, 474 

41,023 
103,685 

905,336 
643,754 
970,797 


$1,013,  F92 

774,799 
1,682,498 

8,145,315 

43fi,  f:06 

1,639,572 

1,013,822 

958,329 

3,065,352 
1,090,S«7 
5, 31.'<,  709 
1,41S,799 

784,811 
612,200 

005,358 

818,580 

1,525,988 


$434,262 

182 

245,956 

5,244,179 

392,477 

399,  C4> 

492 

380,615 

947,364 

287,810 

1,897,791 

1,000,822 

987,079 
332,876 

85 
148, 143 
395,195 


$41,234 

424, 163 
1,409,358 

1,224,400 

34,660 

883,603 

722,879 

386,207 

392,720 
41,255 
427,044 
211,451 

27,233 
60,155 

829,035 
622,881 
718,849 


$475,498 

424,345 
1,655,314 

6,468,579 
427, 137 

1,283, 33J 
723,371 
766,822 

1,340,084 

329,005 

2,324,835 

1,278,273 

1,014,91} 
393,031 

829,120 

671,024 

1,114,041 
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1914 

Via 

rnlted 

SUUB. 

OthfIT 
opimtrlM. 

TeUL 

Cn»«4 
SUMS. 

Othy 
oouulrtM* 

Total 

nroBTKO— «anUnaed. 

IUI,91S 

taw,  394 

2,KIO,>H4 

101 

67,S.377 

22S,815 

MOO.  309 

3,«00,S'<4 
2M,1<>4 

1,«31,»13 

929,233 

I7,621,3S« 

•«»,6n 

isas,s2i 

6,448,301 

211,894 
191,162 

vsk,\m 

Ilic» 

6,448,191 

294,flfvl 
»'.3,535 
70 ',41* 

219,087 

1,646,510 

300,363 

TaMa 

W  h«At  5our                  ....,-. 

14,9«>,M7 

Wood  and  nianahiclures 

All  other  artick» 

*'                I 

Total       

1 

66,011,870 

44,479,01 

1,  £00.617 

1, 977.  .',-,4 

2*J.  i04 

10,672,190 

9,fi35 

41,ft4S 

5,4.-V..nl9 

1,313,574 

3,3.» 

10,(n2,3K 

268 

12,704 

9,768,876 

234,007 

393,449 

9,837,413 

918.441 

1,619,7M 

liroBTS. 
Copn 

0,796,^3 

19,094 

115,904 

ll,702,»07 

H3,10« 

491,309 

4,021.9B3 

i.siisacs 

3,015,966 

1,297,4» 

l,998,f.4S 

365,30? 

33,  >75, 106 

852,733 

632,957 

9,4.57,9W 

2,  .533, 540 

3,018,394 

2,81S,051 

3;3P2,42« 

2,726,356 

253,104 

9,700,767 

UL  994, 713 

Cnconut  oQ 

2,736,(14 

Hals 

ae^MB 

19,489, 642 

23i0t7 

Mflpnpy ...,.,•..... 

66,801 

6,875,345 

1,183,876 

8, 863 

S39.3n 

Suxar ,. 

9,7B,757 
2,l02,n7 

]>(-af  tobacco    ................. 

1,538,679 

2,131,414 



Total 

61,238,048 

60,916,0(1 

FSEIQHT  TSAFFIC  OVEB  EITOUSH  TBAHWAT. 

[Consul  Uomer  H.  BfloctoB,  Leeds,  SepL  9.] 

The  Leeds  Municipal  Tramway  management  is  planning  a  freight 
service  in  order  to  relieve  heavy  fiauling  by  vehicles  through  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  city.  A  tramway  siding  is  being  built  at  Ilarehillt, 
wliich  will  provide  tramway  shipping  facilities  for  the  fire  clay 
which  is  now  hauled  by  steam  tractors  with  trailers  over  the  city 
streets. 

The  municipal  tramways  committee  is  also  considering  the  further 
development  of  the  traffic  in  merchandise.  A  point  considered  to  be 
in  favor  of  such  an  extension  is  the  position  of  Leeds  in  relation  to 
the  various  railway  systems.  The  north,  northwest,  and  northeast 
parts  of  the  city,  on  account  of  their  comparative  remoteness  from  the 
railway  termini  and  the  river  Aire,  would  be  benefited  by  a  ^stera  of 

{foods'  conveyance.  As  an  illustration  it  is  suggested  that  the  estab- 
ishment  of  depots  in  Headingley,  Meanw^S,  Chapeltown,  and 
Roundhay,  to  wnich,  say,  coal  or  other  materials  could  be  conveyed 
from  the  railways  or  the  river  wharves  on  the  tramways  for  distribu- 
tion in  the  respective  localities,  would  have  much  to  commend  it  as  a 
matter  of  public  economy  and  convenience. 

While  no  detailed  plan  has  been  formulated,  this  idea  may  be 
placed  in  operation,  the  manager  states^  although  Ihere  is  no  inten- 
tion of  competing  with  private  enterprise.  The  motive  is  solely  to 
diminish  heavy  street  traffic  and  to  provide  a  system  of  transport 
that  will  entail  less  expenditure  in  repairing  the  wear  and  tear  of 
the  roads. 

In  the  discovery  of  phosphate  of  lime  deposits  in  the  Banff  Nfttiooal 
Park,  Canadian  Rockies,  Consul  Dreher,  of  Toronto,  ststes  Canada 
is  much  interested  in  obtaining  a  domestic  supply  of  this  fertilizer 
material. 
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COTTON  lUPOBTS  AND  CONSTTHPTIGN  IN  GBEAT  BBITAIN. 

[Consul  Ross  E.  Holaday,  Manchester,  England,  Sept  6.1 

According  to  the  annual  circular  of  the  Liverpool  Cotton  Associa- 
tion just  issued,  the  total  imports  of  all  growths  of  cotton  into  Great 
Britain  for  the  season  ended  July  31,  amounted  to  5,130,125.  bales 
compared  with  4,875,737  bales  in  the  previous  season.  American  cot- 
ton accounted  for  4,048,247  bales  against  3,506,595  bales,  and  Egyp- 
tion  for  559,320  against  569,776  bales. 

The  consumption  of  all  growths  of  cotton  in  Great  Britain  for  the 
past  season  equaled  3,890,300  bales  against  4,230,626  bales.  Ameri- 
can represented  3,209,415  bales  against  3,211,078  bales,  and  Egyptian 
312,584  against  434,930  bales. 

The  total  exports  of  all  growths  from  Great  Britain  amoimted 
to  619,040  bales  against  437,414  bales.  American  accounted  for  270,- 
552  against  174,795  bales,  and  Egyptian  216,771  against  131,697  bales. 

The  stocks  in  the  ports  of  Breat  Britain  at  the  close  of  the  season 
totaled  1,505,500  bales  of  all  descriptions  compared  with  907,562 
bales  12  months  ago.  Of  this  quantity  1,197,650  bales  were  Ameri- 
can against  614,682  bales,  and  95,087  bales  Egyptian  against  54,242 
bales. 

The  stock  of  cotton  held  by  spinners  of  all  growths  at  the  close  of 
the  season  was  estimated  at  309,000  bales,  against  317,000  bales; 
American  accounted  for,  200,000,  against  a  similar  number  of  bales 
12  months  ago:  and  Egyptian,  70,000  bales,  against  a  like  number 
last  year. 

The  average  price  of  "middling"  American  was  $0.1044  per 
pound,  compared  with  $0.1454  in  1913-14,  and  the  average  price  of 
F.  G.  F.  Egyptian  was  $0.1468  per  pound,  against  $0.1890  in  the 
previous  season. 

The  world's  spinners'  takings  of  American  cotton  were  figured  at 
13,891,000  bales,  compared  with  14,100,000  bales.  The  figures  for 
Great  Britain  were  3,209,000  bales,  against  3,116,000  bales;  America, 
6,231,000,  against  5,700,000  bales;  the  Continent,  3,927,000,  against 
4,909,000  bales;  Japan  and  Mexico,  524,000,  against  375,000  bales. 

The  visible  supply  of  all  growths  of  cotton  at  the  end  of  the  season 
was  given  at  4,672,456  bales,  against  3,176,816  bales  in  the  previous 
season. 

AUEBICAN  WATCHES  AT  ONTABIO  EXHIBITION. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada,  Sept.  7.] 

The  display  of  American  watches  at  Ontario's  National  Exhibition 
is  attracting  much  attention,  especially  the  wrist  watch.  The  break- 
age of  crystals  in  wrist  watches  created  a  demand  for  a  more  service- 
able case  than  the  full  open  face.  A  new  style,  with  protected  crystal, 
fills  this  want.  Should  the  crystal  meet  with  a  mishap,  the  broken 
glass  may  be  ejected  and  the  watch  continued  in  service.  As  it  is 
not  always  possible  to  obtain  a  crystal  on  short  notice,  this  improve- 
ment is  of  considerable  advantage. 

A  novelty  on  exhibition  is  a  ladv's  watch  set,  that  includes  a 
bracelet,  a  chatelaine  pin,  and  a  fob,  permitting  the  watch  to  be 
worn  in  any  one  of  three  ways. 
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UFEGT  OF  THE  WAB  OS  SOUTH  XASOEUIU. 

[Consul  G«D«ral  P.  S.  UelntileiaM.  Uakdea.  Chiat,  An*.  16.] 
This  region  being  primarily  agricultural  the  imports  consist  of 
such  everyday  necessities  as  cotton  piece  goods,  cotton  yam  and 
thread,  keVasene,  matches,  leather,  Iam{)s  and  lamp  ware,  flour,  soap, 
sugar,  candles,  etc.  Of  these,  the  United  States  shares  to  a  note- 
worthy extent  only  in  piece  goods,  kerosene,  and  flour.  American 
leather  and  soap  are  imported  in  limited  quantities. 

In  the  limited  importations  of  goods  not  absolute  necessities  the 
United  States  participates  to  a  small  extent.  This  offers  a  favorable 
field  for  extension,  namely,  agricultural  implements,  sewing  ma- 
chines, electrical  materials  ana  fittings,  bicycles,  condensed  mUk, 
canned  goods,  hardware,  stoves,  watches,  underwear,  and  woolen 
goods.     There  is  room  for  competition  in  the  following  goods  if 

f trices  and  terms  are  satisfactory  (the  consumption  in  some  of  tiieee 
ines  is  nut  large  at  present,  but  the  field  is  capable  of  extension) : 
Leather  gcKuls,  jewelry,  machinery  and  fittings,  boots  and  ^oes, 
nails,  screws,  railway  plant  and  material,  knitting  machinery,  chem- 
ical products,  ready-made  clothing,  enameled  ware,  ironware,  grama- 
phones  and  accessories,  photographic  materialSj  galvanized  iron, 
roofing  and  flat  sheets,  tools,  typewriters,  and  minmg  machinery. 
Cotton  6oodf,  XeroMse,  and  lUto]i««i 

The  cotton-piece-goods  trade  of  Manchuria  had  already  practically 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  Japanese  prior  to  the  present  war.  Im- 
portant details  on  this  trade  in  Manchuria,  and  a  proposed  plan  by 
which  American  cotton  manufacturers  and  others  interested,  such  as 
bankers  and  steamship  lines,  should  unite  in  forming  a  syndicate 
and  establishing  a  distributing  agency  in  Manchuria  with  a  view  to 
selling  direct  and  not  through  Shanghai  as  formerly,  were  giveo  in 
Confidential  Bulletin  No.  30,  March  10,  1915,  issued  bv  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  An  additional  valuable  diacos- 
eion  of  this  phase  of  American  trade  with  Manchuria,  prepared  by 
the  Embassy  at  Tokyo,  appeared  in  Commebce  Eeforts  for  March 
10,  1915. 

Cotton  yam  continues  coming  from  Japan  and  India,  while  cotton 
thread  is  chiefly  furnished  by  England  and  Japan. 

American  kerosene  has  two  rivals  in  the  Sumatra  and  Bussian 
products,  but  is  maintaining  its  dominant  position,  representing 
about  four-fifths  of  the  impoi'ts  in  1914. 

Match  factories,  both  Japanese  and  Chinese  owned,  have  been 
established  at  Changchun  and  Kirin,  and  their  products  are,  to  a 
great  extent,  replacing  the  matches  coming  from  Japan. 
Leather,  Xampt,  and  Hour. 

During  the  past  few  years  leather  importations  from  the  United 
States  have  been  increasing,  and  as  the  war  has  cut  off  the  European 
supply  there  is  an  increased  demand  for  American  leather.  It  is 
believed  that  if  Americans  would  give  this  line  their  serious  atten- 
tion they  would  reap  good  results  from  any  serious  endeavors  to 
extend  sales  here. 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware  formerly  came  from  Europe,  and  now  that 
this  source  is  cut  off  the  trade  is  falling  to  Japan. 

The  war  has  affected  to  a  certain  extent  the  importation  of  Ameri- 
can flour  into  this  district.    The  importation  decreased  from  600,918 
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tons  in  1913  to  67,544'  tons  in  1914.  This  falling  off  may  be  attributed 
principally  to  the  higher  prices  demanded  for  the  imported  product, 
caused  by  the  increased  demand  in  the  European  markets  and  the 
enlarged  output  of  the  local  mills.  The  importation  of  American, 
flour  was  25,000  tons,  or  a  decrease  of  37  per  cent  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 

Soap,  Sag:ar,  and  Qunny  Bat:s. 

Owing  to  the  low  prices  at  which  Japan  is  able  to  supply  soaps  to 
this  market,  that  country  is  gaining  control  of  this  trade.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  there  are  very  good  chances  to  sell  cheap 
American  soaps  here  if  properly  represented  and  well  advertised. 

Sugar  is  supplied  by  the  mills  in  Formosa,  Hongkong,  and  the  mill 
at  Ashiho,  north  Manchuria.  Owing  to  the  war,  the  prices  of  sugar 
have  gi-eatly  risen.  It  is  believed  that  with  proper  transportation 
facilities  the  Hawaiian  product  could,  under  present  conditions,  com- 
pete favorably  with  the  above-mentioned  .sugars. 

Gunny  bags  constitute  a  large  item  among  the  imports  into  this 
district.  In  1913  they  were  imported  into  Manchuria  to  the  extent 
of  8,977,756  pieces,  while  in  1914  the  importation  increased  to 
17,906,315  pieces,  valued  at  about  $1,500,000  United  States  gold. 
These  bags  are  essential  in  moving  and  exporting  the  immense  grain 
crops  of  this  region,  and  come  chiefly  from  India. 

Kanohuria  Enteilne  an  Era  of  Xodernization. 

Consequent -«pon  the  adoption  by  mtiny  Chinese  of  foreign  dress 
and  owing  to  climatic  conditions,  the  winters  being  long  and  severe, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  consumption  of  woolen  goods  will 
increase  as  the.  region  is  developed  and  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
natives  enhances.  The  curtailment  of  supplies  from  Europe — Ger- 
many, Belgium,  and  the  United  Kingdom — is  causing  dealers  to  turn 
to  the  United  States,  and  American  manufactui-ers  would  do  well  to 
make  a  study  of  this  market  and  its  possibilities. 

The  development  of  the  vast  resources  of  Manchuria  has  been 
greatly  handicapped  bi^  the  difficult  and  complex  political  situation 
and  the  chaotic  financial  and  currency  conditions.  However,  just 
prior  to  the  war,  Manchuria  seemed  to  be  on  the  verge  of  entering  a 
stage  of  marked  advancement.  Now  that  native  conditions,  follow- 
ing in  the  wake  of  the  recent  political  events  affecting  Manchuria, 
are  becoming  more  settled,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  whole  of  this 
region,  under  the  direction  of  Japan,  will  soon  enter  an  era  of  mod- 
ernization which  will  in  turn  occasion  the  introduction  of  large 
amounts  of  manufactures  and  other  goods  necessary  to  carrying  out 
this  work,  such  as  railway  plant  and  materials,  electrical  materials 
end  fittings,  construction  materials,  telephone  and  telegraph  supplies, 
ogricultural  implements,  all  kinds  of  hardware,  glass,  etc.  With  this 
gradual  growth  the  standard  of  living  and  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  people  will  be  increased,  which  should  cause  the  introduction  of 
better  and  more  expensive  grades  of  general  merchandise. 


Catalogues  filed  in  the  United  States  consulate  at  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  paved  the  way  for  a  cable  order  for  250  cases  of 
American  sheet  glass. 
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CAHASIAH  EtEATE  MASKET. 

[Conanl  O.  Oaylord  Marsh,  detailed  as  vice  consul,.  Ottawa,  Sept.  17.) 

There  are  probably  few  if  any  places  in  the  world  where  skatiiig 
is  more  highly  developed,  as  an  art  and  a  social  feature,  than  in 
Ottawa.  Skating  here  is  more  than  a  mere  sport  or  recreation;  it 
is  raised  to  a  position  of  considerable  social  importance  and  to  be  a 
graceful  and  artistic  skater  admits  one  to  social  functions  from 
which  he  is  otherwise  barred.  There  exists  therefore  a  particular 
incentive  to  become  proficient  as  a  skater  and  to  possess  skates  of 
such  quality  as  to  meet  social  standards.  The  Canadians  are  well- 
known  for  their  ability  as  hockey  players  and  some  American  manu- 
facturers have  catered  to  this  trade  by  manufacturing  so-called 
Canadian  hockey  skates. 
Social  Skating;  Fnnotions. 

There  are  two  ice  rinks  on  the  grounds  of  Kideau  Hall,  the  official 
home  of  his  royal  highness,  the  Governor  General,  on  which  there  are 
almost  daily  events  during  the  skating  season.  The  Governor  Gen- 
eral's Foot  Guard  Band  plays  at  these  social  fimctions  on  Saturdays, 
when  the  guests  engage  in  both  plain  and  figure  skating,  including 
ice  dancing.  On  Saturday  afternoons  admittance  to  the  rmks  is  upon 
a  somewhat  general  invitation  to  those  registered  at  the  government 
house;  at  other  times  attendance  is  upon  special  invitation. 

There  are  numerous  rivers  and  lakes  about  Ottawa,  and  in  the  city 
there  are  several  open-air,, finks  and  skating,  payiliop^,  and  arenas 
offering  ample  opportunity  for  social  events,  games,  and  recreati<Mi. 

large  Sales  of  8kat«s. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  ii'iJ^nrcnt  tliat  this  is  a  good  market  for 
high-class  skates.  One  local  dealer  states  that  he  sells  as  high  as 
6,000  pairs  a  year,  ranging  from  $1.50  to  $15.  There  is  no  market  of 
value  for  clamp  skates. 

During  the  12  months  ended  March  31,  1915,  imports  of  skates  of 
all  kinds — roller  or  other  and  parts  thereof — into  Canada  amounted 
to  $38,203,  as  compared  with  $84,950  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 
'The  decrease  resulted  from  general  economic  and  war  conditions.  Of 
the  imports  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  $26,745  worth  came  from  the 
United  States,  $10,437  from  Germany,  $530  from  Great  Britain,  and 
$491  from  other  countries.  The  importations  from  Germany  were 
previous  to  the  stoppage  of  trade  immediately  following  the  outbreak 
of  war.  Of  the  imports  for  the  fiscal'  year  1914,  $40,719  worth  came 
from  the  United  States,  $42,886  from  Gennany,  $180  from  Great 
Britain,  and  $1,165  from  other  countries. 

Canadian  Kanufactores. 

Of  the  skates  used  in  the  past  the  Canadian  product  has  been  re- 
garded as  the  best,  tlie  industry  having  been  developed  with  a  view 
to  providing  the  quality  and  style  demanded  by  the  expert  skaters 
and  hockey  players.  The  Canadian  produced,  electrically  welded, 
tubular  skate  is  regarded  as  the  acme  of  perfection  in  this  hne.  Ger- 
man skates  have  been  popiilar  for  their  auality,  combined  with  cheap- 
ness in  price.-  German  manufacturers  nave  shown  a  willingness  to 
cater  to  the  fancy  of  dealers  by  stamping  special  names  on  skates 
when  requested  and  to  modify  the  form  of  skates  upon  a  diowing  of 
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advantage  to  be  gained  thereby.  American  skates  do  not  bear  a  high 
reputation  in  this  district,  but  are  regarded  as  of  rather  unsatis- 
factory character  due  to  rough  finishing  and  poor  tempering. 

Canada  has  three  skate  factories  of  importance,  one  oeing  the 
largest  under  the  British  flag.  The  possibility  of  war  conditions 
diverging  the  operations  of  some  of  these  factories  and  imports  from 
enemy  sources  being  interrupted,  it  would  appear  that  American 
manufacturers  of  skates  might  find  an  increased  demand  for  their 
products,  particularly  if  they  will  offer  a  product  of  the  high  quality 
demanded  by  the  local  trade.  Orders  for  the  season  of  1916-17 
should  be  placed  about  January,  1916. 

[For  tbe  informatioa  of  those  concerned  the  consul  sent  a  list  of  Canadian 
skate  dealers,  which  may  be  had  from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.    Refer  to  file  66348.] 


HTINQAIIIAN  TOBACCO  MONOPOLY. 

[Consal  General  WliUam  Coffin,  Budapest,  Aug.  18.] 

In  Hungary  the  production,  manufacture,  and  sal(.  of  tobacco  are 
controlled  by  the  Government,  the  tobacco  monopoly  being  an  impor- 
tant source  of  revenue. 

The  duty  per  kilo  (2.2046  pounds)  on  manufactured  tobacco  im- 
ported into  Hungary  is  1.25  crowns  ($0.25).  This  rate  applies  to 
all  countries  and  is  the  same  for  chewing  and  smoking  tobacco. 

The  total  importation  of  tobacco  in  1912  amounted  to  49,000  double 
zentners  (10,780,000  pounds),  valued'  approximately  at  15,000!,000 
crowns  ($3,024,193),  and  in  1913  to  67,000  double  zentners  (14,740,000 
pounds) ,  valued  at  about  17,000,000  crowns  ($34,272,177) .  No  Ameri- 
can tobacco  was  imported  in  1913,  and  in  1912  the  imports  amoimted 
to  only  1,300  kilos  (2,860  pounds). 
Oovemment  License  Necessary  to  Import — Cigrar  Most  Popular. 

There  is  no  internal-revenue  tax,  as  such,  assessed  on  tobacco,  but 
in  order  to  import  manufactured  tobacco  into  Hungary  a  license  must 
be  obtained  from  the  Government.  In  the  petition  for  the  license  the 
amount  to  be  imported  must  be  stated  and  fees  must  be  paid  as  fol- 
lows: 35  crowns  ($7.10)  for  1  kilo  (2.2046  pounds)  of  cigars.  60 
crowns  ($12.18)  tor  1  kilo  of  cigarettes,  and  30  crowns  ($6.09) 
for  1  kilo  of  pipe  tobacco.  American  tobacco  is  used  in  Hungary 
chiefly  for  pipes,  less  often  in  the  form  of  cigars,  and  hardly  ever  as 
ciffiircttes. 

Tobacco  is  used  for  smoking  in  Hungary,  but  rarely  for  chewing. 
The  cigar  is  most  popular ;  next  comes  the  cigarette,  and  finally  pipe 
tobacco.  This  last  is  cut  in  long  narrow  strips  and  packed  in  paper 
pouches  and  tin  cans. 

The  Government  has  22  tobacco  factories  in  the  country,  which 
produced  in  1913  goods  valued  at  172,000,000  crowns  ($34,677,418). 

Under  prevailing  conditions  it  is  not  possible  for  private  firms  to 
manufacture  tobacco  in  Hungary.  American  firms  interested  in  sup- 
plying the  unfinished  product  to  the  Hungarian  Government  should 
apply  to  its  American  agents,  Kremelberg  &  Co.,  New  York,  and 
L.  Borschers  &  Co.,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Additional  Information  concerning  contemplated  importation  of  American 
tobacco  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  65945.] 
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SOCIETY  FOB  PBOUOTIira  BBITISH  TBADK 

[Conaul  C.  H.  Hitch,  Nottlogbam,  RngUuid.  Sept.  8.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  PrcMnoting  British  Trade,  held  at 
the  Nottingham  Exchange  on  September  6,  Mr.  Chas.  Marks,  of 
London,  the  managing  director  of  the  society,  delivered  an  address. 

In  explaining  the  plans  and  purposes  oi  the  organization,  Mr. 
Marks  said,  that  for  many  years  there  had  been  a  great  outcry  against 
the  German  commercial  invasion.  On  the  Continent  there  was  a  big 
demand  for  British  goods,  but  British  travelers  were  so  few  that 
much  business  was  lost.  This  society  had  been  formed  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  promoting  British  trade,  and  intended  to  run  traveling 
exhibitions  all  over  the  world.  These  exhibitions  would  be  open  for 
14  days  in  the  capital  of  each  country  visited,  and  would  then  go  on 
to  other  towns. 

Ten  people,  including  eight  mechanics,  would  accompany  each  ex- 
hibition, but  attached  to  it  also  would  be  the  very  best  commercial 
travelers  that  money  could  get — ^men  who  had  previously  lived  in 
those  countries  and  who  knew  the  language.  The  travelers  would  be 
paid  $50  or  $00  per  week  instead  of  $15  or  $20  which  they  now  re- 
ceive. 

While  the  exhibition  is  in  a  town  or  district,  the  travelers  would 
call  upon  customers,  bring  them  to  the  exhibition,  and  take  orders, 
which  would  be  forwarded  twice  a  week  to  the  manufacturer.  Pay- 
ment would  be  guaranteed  by  local  banks  for  a  small  percentage,  as 
only  good  firms  would  be  dealt  with.  The  traveler^' would  be  in- 
structed to  purchase  samples  of  feoods  manufactured  by  Austria  and 
Germany,,  and  these  would  pe  shown  privately  at  the  sjijpiety's  rooms 
in  London.  '  i 

Having  described  at  considerable  length  the  plans  for  training 
commercial  travelers,  Mr.  Marks  said  that  at  present  if  a  manufac- 
turer sent  out  a  traveler  it  cost  him  from  $50  to  $100  per  week, 
whereas  under  the  scheme  of  the  society  he  would  only  be  called 
upon  to  pay  $35  per  week,  for  which  he  would  get  the  traveler, 
transport  of  samples,  advertising,  etc.  The  manufacturer  would 
be  required  to  sign  a  contract  for  12  months,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
first  5  months  he  could  terminate  the  contract  by  giving  1  month's 
notice.  For  the  first  three  exhibitions,  it  was  stated,  the  society 
could  not  represent  more  than  120  manufacturers,  but  later  on, 
when  larger  halls  were  secured,  from  1,000  to  1,500  manufacturers 
could  be  accommodated. 

In  answer  to  a  question,  Mr.  Marks  said  that  the  first  countries 
to  be  dealt  with  would  be  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 


CONTBACT  AWABDED  FOB  COTTAOE  AT  LOTTISVULE  FISHEBIES 

STATION. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Rcdfield  has  approved  the  award  of  the 
contract  for  constructing  a  fish  culturisrs  cotta^  at  the  fisheries 
station  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Sanford  Vaughn,  jr.,  of  Louisville, 
whose  bid  of  $2,600  was  the  lowest  received.  It  is  to  be  a  one-story 
frame  structure  containing  six  rooms,  bath,  and  cellar,  with  porch 
in  front,  and  provided  with  modem  improvements. 
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COTTON  hhis  dt  chiha. 

[Conral  Clarence  E.  Gaum,  detailed  aa  vice  consul  in  charge,  Shanghai,  Aug.  IT.] 

The  following  extract  from  the  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Cotton  Mill  Owners'  Association  of  China,  made  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  association  recently  held  in  Shanghai,  indicates  con- 
cisely the  views  of  the  mill  owners  on  the  governmental  measures 
needed  to  encourage  the  important  and  growing  cotton-manufac- 
turing industry  in  China: 

mil  Owners  Ask  for  Oovemment  Aid. 

The  second  point  Is  one  which  so  far  your  committee  have  not  taken  up  as 
energetically  as  they  would  like  to  do — perhnps  the  time  Is  not  yet  ripe — but 
it  is  a  subject  which  those  persons  having  the  industrial  welfare  of  China  at 
heart  must  sooner  or  later  take  up.  Our  ideas  may  l>e  considered  by  some  as 
drastic,  but  I  would  like  to  place  them  under  five  heads,  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  ju'eseut  excise  on  the  products  of  cotton  mills  in  China,  amount- 
ing to  70  haikwan  tael  candareens  (fO.4284)  per  picul  (about  $0.3212  per  hun- 
dredweight)" of  yam,  8  bnikwan  tael  candareens  (|0.040)  i)er  piece  of  sheetings 
and  10  haikwan  tael  candareens  ($0.0612)  per  piece  of  drills,  now  collected  by 
the  customs,  should  be  abolished  forthwith. 

2.  That  the  products  of  cotton  mills  in  China  should  l>e  allowed  access  to  all 
parts  of  China  free  of  charge,  llkin,  or  other  duty,  provided  they  are  accom- 
panied by  a  pass  to  be  issued  by  the  customs,  subject  to  a  nominal  payment 
being  effected. 

3.  That  the  customs  at  port  of  destination  refund  all  export  duty  on  raw 
cotton,  amounting  to  35  haikwan  tael  candareens  ($0.2142)  per  picul  (about 
$0.1606  per  hundredweight),  shipped  from  any  port  in  China  and  Importeid  Into 
another  port  in  China. 

4.  That  raw  cotton  exiwrted  from  one  port  in  China  and  imported  into 
another  port  in  China  be  exempt  from  import  duty,  amounting  at  present  to 
17i  haikwan  tael  candareens  ($0.1041)  per  picui  (about  $0.0803  per  hundred- 
weight). 

0.  That  raw  cotton  imported  from  foreign  countries  be  exempt  from  import 
duty,  amounting  at  present  to  GO  haikwan  tael  candareens  ($0.3672)  per  picul 
(about  $0.1377  per  hundredweight). 

The  Importance  of  fostering  home  Industries,  on  the  lines  adopted  in  the 
United  States  and  Japan,  will  doubtless  appeal  to  all  Chinese,  so  that  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  gained  by  protecting  the  products  of  cotton  mills  In  China  from 
foreign  competition  need  hardly  be  pointed  out. 

A  glance  at  the  following  approximate  estimates  of  spindles  and  looms 
driven  by  power  in  the  three  Eastern  countries  will  show  that  there  is  ample 
room  for  vast  additions  being  made  to  the  supplies  and  looms  in  China,  but  it 
is  not  antldi^ated  that  there  will  be  much  impetus  in  the  near  future  unless 
some  encouragement  is  given  to  capitalists  to  develop  the  cotton  industry  of 
this  country : 


Countries. 

Population. 

Spindles. 

Looms. 

400,000.000 
278,000,000 
62,000,000 

DM,  000 
6.400,000 
2,414,544 

4,300 

India                 .. 

38,000 

24,233 

[The  cotton-manufacturing  industry  in  China  has  been  exhaustively  treated 
by  Commercial  Agent  Ralph  M.  Odeli,  the  cotton-goods  expert  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  who  has  been  investigating  the  field  In 
China  for  some  time,  and  whose  comprehensive  and  valuable  report  on  Cotton 
Goods  in  China  is  now  in  press.  It  will  form  one  of  the  larger  volumes  of  the 
Special  Agents  Series  and  may  be  obtained  shortly  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C] 


•United  states  Treasurer  valuation  ot  haikwan  tael  (or  third  quarter,  1915,  $0,612; 
100  candareens— 1  tael ;  1  picul— 133i  pounds. 
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HAT  TBABE  OP  AHSALTTSIA. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  SevUIe,  Spain,  Aug.  9.] 

Practically  the  entire  hat  trade  of  Seville  is  supplied  by  domestic 
manufacture.  A  local  factory  produces  an  excellent  quality  of  felt 
hats  of  several  types,  one,  commonly  known  abroad  as  a  bullfighter's 
hat,  having  perhaps  the  greatest  popularity,  though  its  use  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  bullfighting  fraternity.  This  hat,  which  is 
round,  has  a  wide  brim  and  a  tapering  crown  and  is  distinctive  of 
this  city,  being  used  only  in  small  numbers  outside  of  Andalusia. 
The  other  sliape  sold  here  is  the  "  fedora."  A  few  "  derbies "  are 
seen  in  the  winter  months,  and  beavers  of  two  kinds,  those  com- 
monly worn  in  America  and  Europe  and  known  as  "  top  hats "  and 
a  special  shape  manufactured  for  the  Catholic  clergy. 

A  local  dealer  estimates  that  not  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the 
hats  sold  here  originate  abroad,  the  largest  number  of  these  coming 
from'  one  well-known  Italian  firm.  English  hats  are  handled  by  one 
firm,  and  British-made  caps  are  seen  in  large  numbers  in  most  of  the 
men  s  furnishing  and  hat  stores.  A  curious  condition  in  the  hat 
trade  here  is  that  caps  are  used  only  by  the  poorer  classes,'  and  the 
middle  class  and  wealthier  people  never  wear  them. 

Cuitonutry  Styles — ^Frleei. 

Straw  hats  of  the  usual  round  shape  and  straw  fedoras  are  on  sale, 
but  novelty  shapes,  such  as  rounded  crowns,  square  blocked,  Leg- 
horns, Bangkoks,  etc.,  are  ne^er  seen,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  pos- 
sibility of  their  sale  here,  especially  for  those  of  very  light  weight, 
owing  to  the  long,  hot  summer.  The  thermometer  at  times  regi^ers 
llS'^or  118°  in  the  shade  an^  135°  to  140°  in  the  sun. 

'  Panama  hats  are  seen,  bbl  are  not  largely  sold.  They  range  in 
price  from  $6  to  $10  or  higher.  Straw  hats  of  the  usual  types  cost 
from  $1  up,  fedora  shapes  oeing  slightly  more  expensive.  Felt  hats 
cost  from  $1.50  up,  a  good  quality  being  obtainable  for  $2  to  $2.50. 
British-made  felt  hats  are  sold  at  $3  and  $4.  The  Italian  hats  cost 
$2.10  to  $2.20  c.  i.  f .  Seville.  Locally  manufactured  silk  top  hats  cost 
$3.50  to  $4.  The  local  "bull-fighting"  shape  costs  $1  to  $1.60,  and 
comes  in  gray,  light  gray,  white,  brown,  and  black. 

The  felt  hats  come  mostly  in  gray  and  black,  though  green  and 
tobacco-colored  hats  are  also  used  to  a  certain  extent.  Hats  are 
usually  supplied  with  a  plain  ribbon  band  having  the  bow  eitiier  on 
the  side  or  at  the  back.  Straw  hats  are  also  supplied  with  a  mourn- 
ing band  of  crape  placed  on  the  hat  under  tlie  regular  band  and 
reaching  to  the  top  of  the  crown. 
Import  Duty — Terms — Sales  Kethods. 

The  only  statistics  available  show  that  in  the  year  1&14  the  impor- 
tation of  "  hats  and  accessories  therefor  "  amounted  to  4,609  pounds 
in  weight,  no  values  being  given.  The  import  duty  on  hats  is  as 
follows :  Straw  hats,  14  pesetas  per  kilo  ($1-23  per  poimd) ;  hats  of 
other  material,  untrimmed,  2.50  pesetas  ($0.48)  each ;  women's  hats, 
trimmed,  7  pesetas  ($1.35)  each. 

Hat  dealers  here  usually  do  business  on  terms  of  30  to  60  days, 
though  in  some  cases  90  to  120  days  are  asked  for  and  allowed.  Pack- 
ing and  pasteboard  boxes  are  usually  not  included  in  the  price  of 
the  hats,  but  are  at  the  expense  of  the  purchaser. 
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Most  of  the  sales  of  foreign  goods  made  here  are  placed  through 
traveling  salesmen,  who  call  on  the  local  dealers  with  a  supply  of 
samples  and  take  orders,  and  it  seems  probable  that  this  is  about  the 
only  successful  way  to  do  business  in  this  line,  though  it  is  possible 
that  some  trade  might  be  built  up  if  a  line  of  samples  were  sent  to 
some  local  dealer. 

Spanish  language  Should  be  Used — Advertising  Campaign. 

All  correspondence  and  catalogues  and  other  literature  should  be  in 
the  Spanish  language,  as  the  dealers  here  are  not  familiar  with  Eng- 
lish, and  if  prices  are  quoted  gold  pesetas  (1  gold  peseta  equaling 
19.3  cents)  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  local  dealers,  who  receive 
quotations  from  European  firms  in  francs,  the  equivalent  of  gold 
pesetas. 

It  is  suggested  that  in  order  to  introduce  American-made  hats  an 
advertising  campaign  might  be  advisable  through  the  medium  of  the 
local  daily,  weekly,  and  monthly  papers  and  magazines,  theater  cur- 
tains, billboards,  lantern  slides,  etc.,  and  that  the  manufacturer  might 
allow  dealers  a  certain  amount  for  this  purpose  in  order  to  aid  in 
introducing  and  popularizing  his  goods. 

[A  list  of  Seville  dealers  iu  bnts  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  C!ommerce  or  its  branch  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  66806.] 


NEW  SOTTTH  WALES  IKPOBTS. 

(Consul  General  J.  I.  Brlttain,  Sydney,  Australia,  Aug.  12.] 

Recently  published  statistics  show'  the  imports  into  New  South 
Wales  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  as  follows : 


Uontb. 


July 

August 

September 
October . . . 
November. 
December. 
January... 
February.. 

Uarch 

April 

May 

June 


1913-U 


$14,100,007 
12,M6,343 
14,991,214 
12,839,233 
11,815,487 
15,B7t,64I 
12,156,040 
12,219,163 
17,701,348 
11,964,353 
14,713,789 
11,992,615 


1914-15 


115,984,958 
14,206,034 
10,161,286 
10,718,850 
10,944,159 
10,441,825 
11,4)<9,227 
10,2s3,14t 
11,240,091 
9,933,777 
7,9&\089 
10,350,855 


The  decrease,  $29,.578,587,  covers  largely  imports  during  the  second 
half  of  the  year.    The  falling  off  in  dry  goods  alone  was  $3,893,200. 

The  decrease  is  also  noticeable  in  metal  goods,  machinery,  and 
various  miscellaneous  articles. 

The  exports  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  amounted  to  $173,- 
216.390  and  for  the  year  1915,  $138,415,294,  showing  a  decrease  of 
$34J801,096.  The  decrease  in  exports  was  mostly  previous  to  Janu- 
ary, 1915,  but  since  that  time  there  has  been  a  general  recovery  in 
the  export  business  in  spite  of  the  great  shortage  in  the  harvest, 
which  interfered  with  the  export  of  gi-ain,  meat,  and  dairy  products. 

Recent  rains  over  the  Australian  wheat  areas  have  broken  the 
long  distressing  drought  and  good  crops  are  anticipated  next  season. 
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ITEW  OBAnr  EIEVATOB  FOB  MABCHESTEX  HOCKS. 

[Coniul  Bou  E.  UoUday,  Maocbester,  England,  Aug.  30.] 

The  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.  has  just  announced  that  it  ex- 
pects to  begnn  placing  grain  in  the  new  elevator  (No.  2)  on  or  about 
September  7  although  the  building  will  not  be  fully  equipped  with 
machinery  until  some  \Yeeks  later. 

The  charges  payable  by  merchants  will  be  as  set  forth  in  the  grain 
schedule  issued  in  March,  1915,  in  respect  of  the  No.  1  elevator,  with 
the  exception  that  the  rent  payable  for  the  storage  of  grain  will  be 
1  cent  per  ton  (2,240  pounds)  per  week  more.  [A  copy  of  the  March, 
191.'),  schedule  referred  to  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreien 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices ;  ask  for  file  No.  65865.1 
As  the  new  elevator  is  of  ferroconcrete  construction  the  insurance 
companies  have  agreed  to  accept  the  fire  risk  on  grain  stored  in  the 
elevator  at  a  premium  of  61  cents  per  $486.65  per  annum. 

The  charges  payable  by  shipowners  are  fixed  at  19  cents  per  long 
ton  on  wheat  and  maize  and  22  cents  on  oats  for  discharging  bulk 
grain  by  means  of  portable  elevators. 

Hew  Granary  Heeded  to  Cope  with  Trade. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Ship  Canal  (it  was  opened  in  1894)  there 
was  very  little  trade  in  grain,  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  no 
special  facilities  were  provided  for  handling,  the  grain  being  incon- 
veniently dealt  with  in  the  quay  transit  sheds.  Ihe  possibilities  of 
increasing  this  trade,  however,  were  soon  realized  by  the  Ship  Canal 
Co. ;  the  No.  1  grain  elevator  was  erected,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the 
trade  in  grain  greatly  increased.  Following  this,  developments  took 
place  in  other  directions,  sevwal  large  flour  mills  being  erected  al<Hig- 
side  the  cnnal,  one  or  two  of  these  mills  taking  in  as  much  as  50,000 
tons  of  grain  per  annum. 

In  order  to  cope  with  this  ever-growing  trade  (the  total  import 
of  grain  to  Manchester  now  exceeding  600,000  tons  per  annum)  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  double  the  elevator  accommodation,  and 
now  that  the  new  elevator  is  ready  Manchester  is  placed  in  the  very 
forefront  as  a  grain  entrepot.  The  new  granary  has  a  holding  capac- 
ity of  40,000  tons  (1,500,000  bushels)  and  is  capable  of  handling 
frain  at  the  rate  of  1,200  tons  per  hour.  It  is  a  reinforced  concrete 
uilding,  with  steel  window  frames  and  doors,  comprising  260  storage 
bins  and  81  shipping  bins,  as  well  as  distributing,  weighing,  and  load- 
ing-out floors,  machmery  for  cleaning  the  grain,  etc.  The  structure  is 
160  feet  high,  295  feet  long,  and  165  feet  wide. 
Equipment  Kodem  Throngrhont. 

The  building  is  equipped  with  six  receiving  elevators  and  six  dis- 
charging or  shipping  elevators,  each  of  these  being  provided  with  an 
automatic  scale  capable  of  weighing  200  tons  of  grain  per  hour. 
There  are  also  automatic  scales  for  weighing  and  sacking,  machinery 
for  loading  into  carts  or  railway  wagons,  and  for  discharging  bulk 
grain  or  sacks  into  coasting  vessels  or  barges,  and  plant  for  cooling 
grain. 

This  latest  addition  to  the  equipment  of  the  port  of  Manchester 
is  built  at  the  east  end  of  No.  9  dock,  not  the  least  interesting  feature 
of  which  is  its  subways  in  which  run  band  conveyers.    These  are  so 
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arranged  that  during  the  time  general  cargo  is  being  dealt  with, 
portable  elevators  will  be  used  for  discharging  the  various  parcels 
of  grain  from  the  vessel  on  to  the  band  conveyers  in  the  subway  or 
overside  to  barges. 

Of  the  subways  on  the  south  side  of  the  dock  the  two  berths  near- 
est the  canal  are  each  fitted  with  two  conveyers ;  the  remaining  three 
berths  are  provided  with  three  conveyers  each.  On  the  north  side  of 
the  dock  one  berth  has  two  conveyers  and  the  other  three,  these  berths 
being  intended  primarily  for  the  discharge  of  full  cargoes  of  grain 
arriving  in  bulk.  If  it  is  desired  to  discharge  overside  into  barges 
for  transshipment  to  Manchester  mills  or  along  the  smaller  (barge) 
canals  to  inland  mills,  the  portable  elevators  and  conveyers  will  again 
be  used. 

Sacked  Qrain — ConnectinK  Bailway  Unei. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  for  receiving  and  storing  grain  in  bulk, 
there  is  excellent  accommodation  at  the  Manchester  Docks  for  the 
storage  of  Indian  grain,  which  is  not  dealt  with  in  bulk  but  is 
delivered  to  the  millers  in  original  bags.  This  grain  is  accommodated 
in  the  spacious  warehouses  at  the  docks. 

In  connection  with  the  handling  of  grain  at  Manchester  it  should 
be  mentioned  that  the  facilities  at  the  docks  for  distribution  by  rail, 
cart,  motor  vehicle,  and  inland  canals  are  most  excellent.  The  dock 
railways  are  85  miles  in  extent ;  the  total  length  of  railways  already 
completed  at  the  docks  and  at  many  points  alongside  the  ship  canal  is 
upward  of  140  miles.  The  following  railways  connect  with  the 
docks:  London  &  North  Western,  Lancashire  &  Yorkshire,  Mid- 
land, Great  Northern,  Great  Central,  Chesliire  lines. 


HEW  COTTON  Kill  FOB  INDIA. 

(CoofUl  Luden  UemmiDger,  Madraa,  Aug.  3.] 

A  new  cotton  mill,  with  2,500  spindles  and  500  looms,  with  an  esti- 
mated annual  outturn  of  1,425  long  tons  of  yam  and  800  long  tons  of 
cotton  cloth,  is  to  be  established  at  Bangalore,  in  the  Native  State  of 
Mysore,  southern  India.  The  capital  required  to  run  the  mill  is 
about  $519,000. 

There  are  at  present  two  cotton  mills  in  Bangalore,  and  the  stib- 
ject  of  starting  another  mill  has  been  under  consideration  by  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  past  two  years.  It  was  at  first  planned  to  estab- 
lish  the  mill  at  Devangere  or  Harihar,  but  subsequent  inquiries 
proved  that  Bangalore  was  the  most  suitable  place.  The  electric 
energy  available  at  Bangalore  offers  a  convenient  source  of  power, 
and  facilities  for  obtaining  labor  are  considered  greater  there  than 
elsewhere  in  Mysore.  In  regard  to  the  question  whether  there  is  room 
for  an  additional  cotton  mill  in  the  State  the  report  prepared  by  the 
Director  of  Industries  and  Commerce  is  in  the  affirmative. 

Cotton  mills  in  southern  India  are  generally  continuing  to  operate. 
There  are  20  mills  in  Madras  Presidency  and  Mysore,  3  in  the  Stnte 
of  Hyderabad,  and  3  in  the  French  colony  of  Pondicherry.  The 
Madras  mills  sell  largely  to  Burma  and  also  at  present  have  extensi^■e 
Grovemment  orders  tor  textiles. 
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THE  LTJHBKR  DTDTTSTBY  IN  ECTJADOB. 

[rrcparod  In  cn'^ulate  at  GnayaqnU,  Aag.  7.] 

Ecuador  has  a  timber  area  of  about  00,000  square  miles,  10,000  of 
which  are  on  the  west  slope  of  the  Andes  and  below  the  5,000-foot 
elevation.  The  total  area  of  the  Republic  has  been  estimated  at 
116,000  square  miles — equal  to  the  combined  area  of  the  States  of 
New  York.  Pennsslvania,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts, 
and  New  Hampshire. 

As  in  other  tropical  forests,  timber  is  seldom  found  in  vast  tracts 
of  a  single  species,  the  only  exceptions  being  the  figueroa  forests  of 
Esmeraldas  and  the  roble  district  of  Taura,  which  undoubtedly  are 
the  most  accessible  and  oflFer  the  most  favorable  opportunities  for 
exploitation.  While  the  Province  of  Guayas  is  drained  by  the  ex- 
tensive system  of  the  Guayas  River,  most  of  the  land  bordering  on 
that  system  has  already  been  cleared  and  planted  with  cacao,  the 
cultivation  of  which  forms  the  chief  industry  of  the  country. 

Of  the  two  dozen  sawmills  in  the  Republic,  11  are  -located  in 
Guayaquil  or  vicinity,  three  in  Esmeraldas,  and  the  remainder  in 
various  other  parts  of  the  country.  No  records  have  been  kept  of 
the  production  of  lumber,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make  even  an  ap- 
proximate estimate. 
IntTodiiotlon  of  Improved  Kethods. 

Until  within  a  few  years  the  lumber  business  was  carried  on  in 
a  most  primitive  manner;  the  logs,  after  being  roughly  squared, 
were  sawed  by  hand  and  sold  to  the  public  per  board.  There  was  no 
uniformity  in  the  price,  each  individual  piece  was  bargained  for, 
and  large  quantities  were  Sold  by  the  lot. 

However,  with  the  advent  of  the  sawmill  the  board-measure  sys- 
tem was  introduced.  Each  board  is  now  measured  at  the  mill  and 
the  total  number  of  square  feet  marked  on  it. 

The  dry  kiln  is  still  unknown  in  Ecuador,  although  greatly  needed. 
During  the  construction  season — May  to  December — it  is  possible  to 
secure  dry  lumber  for  furniture  only  by  paying  excessive  prices. 

This  progress  in  methods  unfortunately  applies  only  to  the  districts 
of  Guayaquil  and  Esmeraldas.  In  Quito,  Ambato,  Riobamba,  and 
Cuenca  the  antiquated  methods  of  cutting  and  transporting  lumber 
are  still  in  operation,  the  trails  over  which  it  is  brought  being  so 
difficult  that  one  seldom  sees  boards  more  than  7  feet  long  in  the 
markets  of  the  interior  towns. 
Kind  of  Xaohinery  TTsed. 

The  vertical  gang  saw  manufactured  in  England  is  much  pre- 
ferred to  any  other  kind,  the  American  circular  saws  being  used 
only  for  sawing  mangle  and  for  squaring  off  two  sides  of  the  1(^ 
before  running  them  through  the  gang  saw. 

Planing  and  other  small  machines  are  chiefly  from  the  United 
States,  although  quite  a  few  German  ones  are  seen,  this  fact  being 
due,  probably,  to  the  long  credits  extended  by  the  local  German  ma- 
chinery dealers. 
Exports  and  Imports — ^Prices. 

It  has  been  suggested  that,  in  case  the  lumber  industry  should  be 
conducted  on  a  larger  scale,  the  best  way  would  be  to  clear  the 
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timberlands  (sellmg  the  soft  woods  for  local  consumption)  and  to 
accumulate  the  hard  varieties  until  a  sufficient  quantity  were  gath- 
ered to  make  export  profitable,  planting  the  land  thus  cleared  with 
cacao  or  rubber  trees. 

Little  lumber  is  exported.  A  few  sample  shipments  of  balsa  wood 
and  some  of  the  hard  woods  have  been  sent  to  the  United  States,  but 
no  trade  has  developed.  Bamboo  is  shipped  in  large  quantities  to 
Peru  and  Chile. 

Owing  to  repeated  fires,  some  of  which  swept  nearly  the  whole  city, 
the  use  of  pine  and  other  resinous  lumber  was  prohibited  in  Guajra- 
qoil.  Since  this  prohibition  went  into  effect  very  little  foreign 
lumber  has  been  imported  into  Ecuador.  The  railroads  import  pine 
for  use  in  the  construction  of  box  cars,  station  buildings,  bridges, 
etc.  During  1912  about  200  tons  of  lumber  were  imported,  75  per 
cent  coming  from  the  United  States. 

The  average  price  per  1,000  feet  of  the  common  lumber,  such  as 
roble,  laiurel,  suche,  figueroa,  etc.,  in  Guayaquil  is  from  $40  to  $50  in 
United  States  gold.  Guayacan,  madera  negra,  and  other  good  hard- 
woods are  sold  for  about  $5  a  log — the  log  averaging  about  12  inches 
in  diameter  and  about  12  feet  in  length. 

While  not  sold  by  board  measure,  canelo,  chigmay,  laurel,  and 
aliso  can  be  purchased  in  the  interior  cities  at  prices  that  would 
average  from  $45  to  $65. 

One  large  company,  operating  in  the  southern  part  of  Ecuador, 
purchases  it?,  lumber  standing,  contracting, for  the  felling  and  trans- 
portation to  th6  plant. 

[Consnl  General  Godlng  transmitted  with  this  report  a  list  of  the  principal 
woods  found  In  the  littoral  and  Andean  plateau  regions  of  Ecuador,  with  a  br)bef 
description  of  the  characteristics  of  each,  tills  list  will  be  loaned  to  Inter- 
ested persons  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Refer  to  file 
No.  65395.] 


NEW  PEEDINa  STITFFS  AT  BRISTOL. 

[Consnl  J.  8.  Armstrong,  Jr.,  Bristol,  England,  Aug.  18.] 

The  importation  of  oilseeds  is  an  important  industry  at  Bristol. 
A  report  on  this  trade  was  published  in  Commehcb  Kepobts  for  April 
20,  1915. 

An  item  has  recently  appeared  in  the  Bristol  Times  and  Mirror 
calling  the  attention  of  local  seed  crushers  to  the  possibilities  the  use 
of  paun  kernels  offers.  Before  the  war  Bristol  merchants  made  an 
energetic  effort  to  secure  a  share  of  this  business  and  limited  supplies 
were  obtained  from  West  Africa,  but  because  freights  were  10s. 
($2.43)  per  ton  higher  to  Avonmouth  (Bristol)  than  to  Liverpool 
any  ■  substantial  development  of  this  industry  was  found  imprac- 
ticable. It  is  now  suggested  that  interested  merchants  should  make 
representations  to  steamship  owners  with  a  view  to  bringing  about 
a  freight  rate  as  low  as  that  offered  to  Liverpool. 

Groundnuts,  which  have  been  crashed  in  large  quantities  on  the 
Continent,  have  been  offered  to  Bristol  Channel  importers  on  equal 
terms  with  Liverpool,  Hull,  or  London,  and  oilseed  crushers  in  this 
district  are  now  turning  their  attention  to  this  product  Several 
cargoes  of  groundnuts  have  already  arrived  at  this  port. 
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RECEIPTS  or  FISH  AT  NEW  EH6LABD  POBTS. 

The  American  fleet  landing  fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass^ 
and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  August  comprised  306  steam 
and  sail  vessels.  At  Boston  400  trips  were  landed,  aggregating 
10,104,583  pounds  of  fresh  and  salted  fish,  valued  at  $296,232;  at 
Gloucester  200  were  landed,  aggregating  8,467,612  pounds  of  fresh 
and  salted  fish,  valued  at  $185,530;  and  at  Portland  57  trips  were 
landed,  amounting  to  1,296,346  pounds,  valued  at  $22,001;  a  total 
for  the  three  ports  of  19,868,541  pounds,  valued  at  $503,763. 

A  feature  of  the  fisheries  during  the  month  was  a  remarkable 
abundance  of  small  mackerel  along  the  coast  of  Massachusetts. 
Many  trips  of  these  fish  were  taken  by  small  vessels  from  the  mouths 
of  harbors  and  on  the  inshore  banks,  and  on  several  occasions  a 
number  of  v&ssels  caught  and  landed  two  trips  in  one  day.  On 
August  31,  the  schooner  James  W.  Parker  landed  at  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  202,000  pounds  of  fresh  "  ground  "  fish.  The  trip  was  caught 
on  Le  Have  Bank,  and  was  reported  to  be  the  largest  catdi  of  fredi 
fish  of  the  season  taken  by  a  line  trawler.  The  amount  of  swordfish 
caught  during  the  month  was  598,317  pounds,  valued  at  $57,131. 

The  otter-trawl  steamers  L(mg  Island  and  East  Hampton,  which 
for  several  months  have  been  fishing  out  of  Portland,  Me.,  have  been 
transferred  to  Boston. 

The  figures  for  the  three  ports  in  kinds  of  fish  are : 


Kinds  of  n^h 

Boston. 

Gloucester. 

..    Portland. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Cod 

2,148,982 
4,316,173 

606,410 

671,647 
91,705 

101.307 
1,343,800 

824,559 

371,781 
69,896 
14,164 
18,393 
1,6.54 
11.501 
47,671 
61,287 

2,769,142 

2,484,212 

1,125,300 

103, 185 

413,650 

280,  OSO 

1,046,453 

244,620 

166,190 
25,348 
14,038 
1,259 
6,976 
20,777 
49,893 
2,060 

61,596 

846,791 

87,421 

3^639 

3.783 

71,921 

7,600 

213,096 

tl.OOt 

ig,«23 

1.2« 

Haddock 

Hak« 

PoUock 

Ctisk 

M 

Halibut 

"•^ 

Mackerel 

lUscellaneoiu. 

2,m 

Total 

10,104,583 

296,233 

8,467,613 

186,630 

l.2t6,m 

2a;«>i 

ACCIIICATIZATION  OF  HITMFBACE  SALHON. 

In  the  fall  of  1913  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  transferred  from  the 
Pacific  coast  to  Maine  13,240,000  humpback  salmon  eggs,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1914  a  second  shipment  of  7,022,000  eggs  was  forwarded. 
These  eggs  were  developed  at  the  Green  Lake  and  Craig  Brook 
hatcheries,  and  the  resulting  fry  were  planted  in  various  selected 
streams  where  the  conditions  seemed  favorable. 

Beports  have  been  received  indicating  the  survival  of  some  of  the 
early  plants  and  the  possibility  of  the  establishment  of  a  run. 
Pkrly  m  August,  1915,  a  female  humpback  salmon  22^  inches  long 
r.nd  weighing  4  pounds  3  ounces  was  taken  at  Bangor  waterworb 
:ii  the  Penobscot.  A  little  later  a  male  fish  of  about  the  same  size 
^vas  taken  in  this  river  at  Orland  Dam. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  bureau  to  continue  the  planting  of 
liumpback  salmon  fry  and  fingerlings  in  Maine  waters,  and  arrange- 
1'  ents  have  been  made  to  ship  about  7,000,000  eggs  of  that  species  to 
the  stations  above  referred  to  during  the  fall  of  1915. 
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THE  RAILWAYS  OF  JAPAW. 

tVlce  Consul  Harold  C.  Hagj^ns,  Yokobama,  July  20.] 

The  railway  system  of  Japan  is  practically  a  Government  monop- 
oly, only  265.58  miles  of  railway  being  privately  owned  on  March  31, 
1915  (the  latest  date  for  which  statistics  are  available) ,  out  of  a  total 
mileage  of  5,944.  The  Government  railway  mileage  for  the  past 
three  fiscal  yeai's  (ended  Mar.  31)  is  given  as  follows:  1912-13, 
6,217.16  miles;  1913-14,  5,471.12  miles;  1914-15,  5,678.42  miles. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Imperial  Government  Railway  Bureau  has 
planned  to  constinict  80  miles  and  52  chains  of  new  lines  in  the  fiscal 
year  1915-16,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  8,453,859  yen  ($4^200,022).  A 
further  amount  of  10,899,317  yen  ($5,427,859)  has  been  allowed  for 
improvements  during  the  same  period — ^these  contemplated  improve- 
ments coi^isting  of  necessary  changes  in  present  trackage  and  con- 
struction of  double  tracks.  The  Government  has  also  allowed  the 
sum  of  250,000  yen  ($124,600)  for  subsidies  to  encourage  the  building 
of  light  railways. 

Bxtession  of  GoTemment  Lines — Tokohama-Tokyo  Electric  Line. 

'  The  Government  lines  are  slowly  being  extended  to  tap  all  por- 
tions of  the  country  where  industry,  agriculture,  manufacturing,  for- 
estry, and  mining  are  so  far  advanced  as  to  require  a  ready  means 
of  transportation  to  the  central  markets.  It  is  intended  to  construct 
on  an  average  about  200  miles  of  new  lines  a  year  until  such  time  as 
the  country  will  no  longer  require  any  great  extension  of  tlie  existing 
system.  The  final  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  line  from  Tokyo 
to  Kobe,  cutting  off  the  haul  over  the  Hakone  Mountains  by  boring 
a  tunnel  through  the  mountains  near  Atami,  were  adopted  during 
1914.  The  estimates  of  construction  provide  for  the  completion  of 
the  line  within  10  years.  The  designation  of  this  long  period  is 
'entirely  due  to  the  lack  of  funds  available  for  construction  work. 
This  line  when  completed  will  effect  a  substantial  saving  in  operation 
expenses  in  the  haul  from  Tokyo  to  the  south  of  Japan.  It  is  in- 
tended to  use  electric  power  for  hauling  through  the  tunnel. 

The  year  1914  witnessed  the  completion  of  the  long-expected  elec- 
tric line  between  Yokohama  and  Tokyo.  Unfortunately,  the  engineer 
having  the  work  in  charge  decided  to  alter  the  plans  submitted  by 
the  foreign  experts  called  into  consultation,  hoping  thereby  to  effect 
n  saving  m  the  cost  of  the  line.  The  overhead  wire  for  carrying  the 
current  was,  in  the  original  plan,  to  have  been  welded  to  the  support- 
ing carrier.  The  plan  adopted  provided  for  the  support  of  the  cur- 
rent carrier  by  means  of  a  hook  not  closed.  As  a  result,  when  the 
line  was  opened  the  passage  of  a  train  would  elevate  the  wires  so 
that  they  slipped  off  the  hooks.  The  consec|uent  confusion  tied  up 
the  line  for  more  than  four  months.  The  line  is  now  (July,  1916) 
in  operation  and  is  proving  very  successful. 

During  the  year  the  Railway  Bureau  stopped  the  use  of  first-class 
coaches  on  many  lines  and  trains  where  they  were  foimd  to  be  little 
used.  A  consequent  increase  was  recorded  in  the  efficiency  of  the 
second  and  third  class  services  to  which  these  first-class  coaches  were 
transferred. 
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Beoeipts  and  Slslinrsements. 

It  is  estimated  by  the  Government  Railway  Bureau  that  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  service  during  1914  were  as  follows:  Passenger, 
$27,819,535 ;  freight,  $27,195,093 ;  total,  $55,014,628.  The  receipts  for 
the  fiscal  years  1911-12, 1912-13,  and  1913-14  are  given  as: 


Claaaes  of  receipts. 

1911-12 

19ia-U 

19U-14 

PkW*T1|F4T 

125.235,781 
22,746,495 

1,045,451 

$27,  OH,  394 
24,590,081 

1,066,138 

$27,875,729 

FrelghF. 

26,577,73) 

Shipping  (receipts  for  Oovemment-owned  ferry  llnea,  steam- 

i,ii5,9n 

TotaJ 

49,027,727 

52,700,613 

55,560,389 

The  disbursements  of  the  Imperial  Government  Railways  for  the 
same  fiscal  years  are  itemized  below  (data  for  1914-15  not  available) : 


Expenses. 

1911-12 

1912-13 

1913-14 

Construction 

$9,S41,815 
14,550,933 

6,05^042 
15,320,903 

2,413,647 
917,865 

$14,060,102 
15,446.847 
5,653,648 
13,698,544 
5,554,705 
1,026,250 

$0,306,743 
11,250,521 
S.287,0M 
14,876,0U 
6,0(B,4U 
11303,451 

Trafflo 

Other 

Total 

48,2U,2a5 

6.-!,  440,096 

«,(0^241 

Capital  Invested — Equipment    i ' '  ' 

The  capital  invested  in  the  Government  railways,  covered  by  loan 
bonds  and  by  appropriations  in  the  annual  budgets,  fqr.the  past  three 
fiscal  years  (not  including  1914-15),  is  reported  by  the  Imperial 
Bureau  of  Railways  as  follows:  1911-12,  $434,370,540;  1912-13, 
$464,470,298;  1913-14,  $484,599,565. 

Statistics  showing  the  equipment  of  the  Government  railways  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915^  are  not  available,  but  data  for 
the  three  preceding  fiscal  years  are  given  below : 


Equipment. 


1911-13       1912-13       1913-14 


Stations number.. 

Locomotives do 

Passenger  carriages do.... 

Freight  cars: 

Covered do 

Open do 

loading  capacity  of  &^ht  cars tons.. 


1,389 
2,306 
5,893 

1<,S91 
21,361 
292,498 


1,441 
2,381 
6^148 

18,402 
22,105 

332,318 


1,539 
2,49) 

lt,7M 

42,705 

365,318 


The  passenger  and  freight  cars  in  use  on  the  Government  railways 
are  now,  in  large  part,  bemg  built  by  the  Government  railway  shops 
at  Tokyo,  Osaka,  and  Omiya,  near  Tokyo.  There  are  now  24  of 
these  snops,  employing  14,664  operatives,  with  an  average  daily 
wage  of  $0,359  per  day.  This  wage  has  slightly  decreased  during 
the  past  two  years. 

statistics  of  Passenger  and  Treight  Traffic. 

Some  significant  figures  with  respect  to  passenger  and  freight 
traffic  on  the  Government  railways  are  contained  in  the  following 
table : 
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Itenu. 


1911-12 


1912-13 


1913-14 


PISSENQEKA. 

Total  passengers  carried , 

Passengers  per  day  per  mOe 

raaaenfiers  carriea  1  mile 

Earnings  per  mile  per  passenger 

Earnings  per  mile  per  oay 

rjoiaai. 

Total  goods  hauled tons.. 

Qoodsnauled  1  mile do 

Receipts  per  ton  per  mile 

Eeccipts  per  day  per  mile 


161,  on,  779 

1,887 

3,382,586,411 

$0.0069S 

$14,079 

29,337,064 

2,347,871,475 

30.0083 

312.965 


180,711,737 

1,954 

3,628,316,499 

30.0069 

314.672 

32,537,345 

2,691,464,174 

10.00916 

313.147 


167,773,143 

1,909 

3,690,964,619 

30.00695 

314. 417 

36,34S,.%3 
3,063,862,638 

to.oin7 

$13,628 


In  1914  the  number  of  employees  of  the  Imperial  Government 
Eailway  Bureau  was  112,087.  In  1913  it  was  109,983  and  in  1912 
103,418. 

df  the  total  track  mileage  in  1914,  5,117.6  miles  were  equipped 
with  modern  safety  appliances,  such  as  block-signal  system,  etc. 


KEW  BICE  DiDTJSTSY  IN  POETO  EICO. 

[Harwood  null,  correspondent,  San  Joan,  Sept.  15.] 

Experiments  in  lowland  rice  culture  recently  started  here  are 
arousing  much  interest  because  rice  is  the  chief  food  consumed  in  the 
island.  Porto  Rico  has  spent  approximately  $5,000,000  annually 
during  the  past  four  years  for  this  grain  and  is  the  largest  export 
consumer  of  American-grown  rice. 

A  lOO-acre  plat  near  Canovanas  recently  was  prepared  for  rioft 
cultivation  aiid  various  portions  of  it  have  been  planted  at  intervals 
of  one  month  since.  The  first  crop  is  now  about  to  be  harvested  ajpd 
it  is  estimated  that  it  will  yield  2  tons  or,  niore  of  cleaned  rice  to 
the  acre.  Persons  who  have  seen  rice  grown  in  Japan,.  Hawaii,  and 
in  the  United  States  assert  they  have  never  seen  better  crop  prospects. 

The  land  which  has  been  planted  is  low  and  level,  easily  irrigated, 
and  was  considered  too  wet  for  sugar-cane  cultivation.  It  is  said  to 
be  typical  of  large  tracts  of  land  in  various  sections  of  the  island 
which  are  not  now  cultivated  and  which  have  been  considered  as 
useless. 

Those  interested  in  the  experiments  say  it  will  require  several 
seasons  to  determine  definitely  just  what  can  be  done  with  rice  here, 
but  they  are  sufficiently  impressed  with  the  possibilities  of  the  industry 
to  have  ordered  machinery  for  harvesting  and  cleaning  the  grain 
ready  for  market.  They  expect  to  get  two  crops  a  year  from  the  same 
land.  It  takes  three  to  four  months  for  the  crop  to  be  harvested  after 
planting. 

Many  natives  throughout  the  island  plant  hill  rice  and  raise  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  their  own  use,  but  this  rice  has  never  been 
marketed. 

Besides  small  quantities  of  rice  imported  from  foreign  countries 
each  year,  Porto  Rico  has  purchased  rice  from  the  United  States 
since  1910,  as  follows: 


Year. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Year.      ' 

Pounds. 

Value. 

1910 

117,527,269 
126,901,196 
134,648,403 

tX,-i7,2r, 
3.8«i,08C 
4,<i9i,747 

lOI' 

128,718.080 
139, 836, 681 
127,.'!10,U8 

$5,009,527 
6,306,364 
4,831,633 

1911 , 

1914 

1912. 

1915 
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AITDALUSIAN  BAIIWAY  BEFOBTS  FBESENTEB. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Seville,  Spain,  Aug.  24.] 

A  report,  published  in  Cojimbrce  Reports  of  July  12,  dealt  with 
railways  operating  in  the  Seville  consular  district,  and  covered  sev- 
eral of  the  most  important  lines.  Facts  regarding  the  other  lines 
now  in  operation  have  been  secured  by  the  consul  directly  from  the 
companies  operating  them.    These  companies  are : 

Andalusian  Railway  Co.  (Corapania  de  Ferrocarriles  Andaluces). 
Head  office,  No.  12  Paseo  de  Recoletos  12,  Madrid;  directors'  office, 
Paseo  de  Peding,  Malaga.  This  company  is,  perhaps,  the  most  im- 
portant line  in  this  district,  as  it  operates  from  Seville  to  Bobadilla, 
and  Algeciras;  Cordoba  to  Malaga;  Bobadilla  to  Granada;  Puente 
Genii  to  Linares;  Cordoba  to  Belmez;  Marchena  to  Valchillon; 
Seville  to  Jerez  de  la  Frontera  and  Cadiz;  Utrera  to  Moron  and 
Osuna;  Osuna  to  La  Roda;  Jerez  de  la  Frontera  to  San  Luca  and 
Bonanza,  and  Alicante  to  Murcia  and  Terrevieja.  Its  purchases  of 
material  are  made  by  a  committee  of  the  company  located  at  4  Rue 
de  Rome,  Paris,  France,  usually  by  tenders,  no  particular  preference 
being  given  for  goods  from  any  one  country. 

Construction  Works — Equipment — Traffic  Record. 

The  repairing  and  construction  works  are  at  Malaga,  and  about 
465  workmen  are  employed.  On  June  1,  1915,  the  actual  rolling 
stock  consisted  of  197  locomotives,  605  passenger  cars,  and  6,176 
freight  cars,  almost  all  built  either  in  France  or  Bdgium.  The  total 
length  of  lines  is  1,261  kilometers  in  o;>eration  (784  miles)  and  7 
kilometers  (4  miles)  imder  construction. 

The  capital  of  the  company  is  45,500,000  pesetas  ($8,781,300),  with 
91,000  shares.  On  June  1,  1915,  the  total  nmnber  of  -employees  was 
6,800. 

The  rails  weigh  from  30  to  40  kilos  per  meter  (20  to  27  pounds 
per  foot),  and  while  formerly  secured  from  various  countries,  for 
some  years  they  have  been  purchased  exclusively  in  Spain.  The 
ties  in  use  are  from  Spanish  and  French  sources. 

The  total  number  of  passengers  carried  in  1913  was  3,891,718,  and 
4,147,068  in  1914.  The  large  increase  in  the  last  year  was  largely 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  line  from  Bobadilla  to  Algeciras  was  taken 
ever  by  this  company  in  1914  from  an  English  company. 

The  receipts  in  1913  were  $5,778,216;  the  expenditures  $3,017,485; 
in  1914  the  receipts  were  $5,696,218  and  payments  $3/)86,071,  the 
dividends  each  year  being  $2.41  per  share. 

Seville,  Alcala  ft  Cannona  Railway. 

This  line,  built  principally  for  passenger  traffic,  has  its  head  office 
in  the  Enramadilla  Station,  Seville.  It  is  a  short  line  43  kilometers 
(27  miles)  in  length,  14  kilometers  of  which  were  opened  in  1873  and 
the  balance  in  1880. 

The  purchase  of  materials  is  in  the  hands  of  the  "  jefe  de  la  ei- 
ploiacion,"  and  they  are  secured  from  the  cheapest  sources.  The 
workshops  are  at  Seville,  and  about  14  workmen  are  employed.  The 
locomotives  were  purchased  in  Grafenstaden,  and  the  cars  from 
England,  Belgium,  and  France. 

Ihe  company  employs  123  men,  and  has  a  capital  of  $386,000,  with 
4,000  shares. 
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The  rails  weigh  32.5  Mlos  per  meter  and  are  secured  from  Bilbao; 
the  ties  are  of  Spanish  pine  creosoted. 

The  line  earned  146,633  passengers  in  1913  and  156,119  in  1914, 
and  transported  during  the  former  year  48,896,121  pounds  of  freight 
and  in  the  latter  55,378,410  pounds. 

In  1913  the  receipts  were  $72,194  and  expenses  $67,266,  while  in 
1914  the  receii)ts  were  $85,908  and  the  expenses  $67,188.  No  dividends 
were  paid  during  these  years. 

Uo  Xinto-Hvelra  Bailway. 

This  line,  the  property  of  the  Bio  Tinto  copper  mines,  has  its  head- 
quarters at  the  minmg  company's  offices,  3  Lombard  Street,  London, 
England,  where  all  materials  not  secured  in  Spain  are  purchased. 
They  are  ordered  as  desired,  with  no  fixed  times,  and  are  paid  for  in 
cash  upon  delivery,  the  preference  in  the  matter  of  machinery  being 
given  to  foreign  manufacturers  rather  than  Spanish.  The  workshops 
are  located  at  Huelva  and  employ  about  800  pei-sons. 

The  line  has  50  passenger  coaches,  150  locomotives,  5,000  freight 
cars  (principally  for  the  transportation  of  minerals),  and  42  closed 
freight  cars.  Modem  machinery  is  used  in  its  workshops.  The  road 
has  a  gauge  of  3  feet  6  inches  and  a  total  length  of  53  miles. 

The  raus  are  65  pounds  in  weight  and  of  Sj^anish  manufacture; 
ties  measure  6  feet  long,  9  inches  broad,  and  6  inches  high,  and  are 
of  Spanish  pine.  The  railway  has  a  branch  line  from  Rio  Tinto  to 
Nerva,  1.2  miles,  and  another  from  Rio  Tinto  to  Zalamea,  6.2  miles. 
During  a  normal  year  about  2,500,000  tons  of  cargo  are  carried,  prin- 
cipally minerals.  The  railway  works  in  connection  with  the  mines, 
and  no  separate  dividends  are  declared. 
Tharsls-Huelva  Bailwajr. 

This  line,  owned  by  the  Tharsis  Sulphur  &  Copper  Co.,  whose 
headquarters  are  136  West  George  Street,  Glasgow,  Scotland,  runs 
from  Huelva  to  the  Tharsis  mines,  a  distance  of  29  miles.  Materials 
are  purchased  largely  through  the  Glasgow  office.  Goods  purchased 
in  Spain  are  secured  by  yearly  contracts  on  open  tenders.  The  rails 
are  of  Spanish  manufacture,  but  most  of  the  machinery  and  rolling 
stock  is  irom  abroad. 

The  line  has  a  gauge  of  1.20  meters  (3.93  feet)  and,  in  addition  to 
the  main  line  of  46  kilometers  (29  miles)  open  to  public  traffic,  has 
a  branch  to  the  Zarza  mine,  30  kilometers  (19  miles),  used  for  the 
transportation  of  minerals. 

No  details  are  obtainable  relative  to  the  rolling  stock,  but  it  may 
be  estimated  at  one-fifth  that  of  the  Rio  Tinto  Co. 
Hnelva-ZafTa  Kailway. 

This  line  has  its  chief  offices  at  Barqnillo  5,  Madrid.  Purchases 
are  made  partially  by  annual  contract  and  the  remainder,  as  required, 
by  direct  purchase.  The  workshops  are  at  Huelva,  and  approxi- 
mately 200  men  are  employed. 

The  company  has  90  passenger  coaches,  18  wagons,  and  610  freight 
cars.  The  road  has  180  kilometers  (112  miles)  in  operation.  Its 
capital  is  $19,466,000,  it  employs  978  men,  and  carried  229,222  passen- 
gers in  1913  (the  last  year  for  which  statistics  are  available)  and 
681,945  tons  of  cargo.  The  company  does  not  contemplate  purchasing 
new  material  at  present. 
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OFFICIAL  NXTHBEBS  FOE  MEBCHAlTr  YESSiXS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  official  numbers  and  signal  letten 
designated  to  merchant  vessels  by  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce,  during  the  two  weeks  ended  September  18, 1915: 


OIBcial 

Nams. 

Signal 
letters. 

Toooage. 

Year 
built. 

Where  boat. 

Home  part. 

num- 
ber. 

Gross. 

Net. 

213633 

SAtl. 

Sloop: 

27 
35 

19 

18 

7 

8 

13 

« 

5 

8 

10 

17 

U 

6 

135 

26 

16 

421 

5,266 

23 

3,718 

4,471 

496 

6 

8 

435 

151 

7»4 

6 

18 

11 

8 

10 

285 

103 

158 
134 
133 
153 
159 
143 
160 
161 

23 

2» 

17 

18 

6 

7 

8 

« 

5 

6 

« 

9 

8 

6 

92 

13 

11 

225 

2,417 
2,901 

49t 

6 

8 

435 

151 

7«4 

S 

18 

11 

8 

10 

285 

99 

158 
134 
135 
1.53 
159 
143 
160 
161 

»U 
1916 

1914 

1916 

1914 
1906 
1915 
1915 
18«0 
1915 
1916 
1915 
1915 

ieo9 

1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 

1915 
1915 

1902 

1915 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1916 
1916 
1914 
1912 
1913 
1913 
1915 
1915 

1S93 

1913 
1903 
1011 
1903 
1913 
1903 
1S03 
1915 

Oriole,  Hd 

Crisfldd,  Md. 

213634 

Kobnrt  I^  Webstar 

do 

Do. 

213623 

tOWZK. 

Oas  screw  yacht: 
Lorowa 

LFPC 

Camden,  N.J 

Newport,  Afk 

NewllodieUe,N.Y. 
Manitowoc,  Wis.... 

Gardiner,  Oreg 

Toledo,  Orw 

AmltyvmeTN.Y... 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Dare,  Va 

Philadelphia. 

213C2S 

Cas  stem  wheel: 
Uustler 

St.  Louis. 

2I36'*9 

Gas  screw: 
Ada. 

New  York. 

Acgir 

Chicago. 

213622 

AtKs 

Empire. 

21358.5 

Bud  Fisher 

LosAngriea. 

213<il7 

Daisy 

Patcbogue. 

213620 

Joneaa. 

213A15 

Elixabeth 

Newport  News. 

213613 

F.ulalla 

Crittenden,  Va 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.... 
EastQuogue,  N.Y.. 

Alameda,  Cal 

Uamptoo,  \'a 

Ix»  Angeles,  Cal 

Philadelphia,  Ps.... 

Camden,  N.J 

Buffalo,  N.Y 

8underuind.Endand 
Port  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land   

Norfolk. 

213573 

OuU     

Los  Angeles. 

213635 

Patcbogue. 

21 3027 

Surf         

San  Franciaoo. 

213626 

Winona 

Newport  Nen. 

213619 

WoUman 

Los  Angeles. 

S13616 

Steam  screw  yacht: 
WhUeaway 

LFPB 
LFPD 

New  York. 

213624 

Steam  screw: 
Franlilta 

Boston. 

213631 

H.  0.  Beck 

Buflalo. 

a21362S 

Kankakee  <> 

LFNC 
LFNU 

New  York. 

0213621 

VNWOOED. 

Barge: 

Do. 

166115 

Rondout,N.Y 

Clarendon,  Ark 

do 

New  York. 

166127 

Ferry 

SULouia. 

166128 

Oraoe. 

Do. 

1G6I11 

Highvlew 

Kingston,  N.Y 

Baiainore,Md 

Port  Rlchmond,N.Y 
Oil  Trough,  Ark .... 
Arkansas  City,  Ark. 
GreenviUe.  Miss.... 
Arkadelphia,  Ark... 

Clarendon,  Ark 

West  Lake,  La 

Durhamvme,N.Y.. 

Baltimore,  Md 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

New  York. 

160109 

M.E.Co.No.l 

Baltimore. 

166126 

M.P.No.3 

New  York. 

166121 

McQuiro 

St.  IxHib. 

166112 

Mire  No.  I 

Da 

166113 

Vlre  No.  2 

Da 

166114 

No.l 

Da 

166129 

No.  1916 

Da 

166123 

Vaska 

Morgan  City. 

166110 

Canal  boat: 
Shepard 

Albany. 

160116 
166117 
166118 
106119 

Scow: 
C.L.&T.CO.N0.2S3.. 

C.L.&T.Co.No.268.. 
C.L.4T.C.O.N0.269.. 
C.L.&T.Co.No.3U.. 

........ 

Baltimore. 
Da 
Da 
Da 

166120 
166122 

C.L.&T.CO.N0.321.. 
H.143... 

]>a 
Da 

166123 

H.as7 

do 

Da 

166124 

J.  434.... 

do 

Do. 

«  Forelgn-butlt  vessels  admitted  to  American  registry  tmder  the  act  ol  AMg.  18, 1914.    Total  admitted 
since  Juno  30,  1915,  15  vessels,  42,151  gross  tons. 

*  Formerly  Norwegian  steam  screw  Lapland. 

•  Formerly  Greek  steam  screw  Spyros  Valllanos. 


The  Yokohama  Economic  Association  is  considering  the  establish- 
ment of  a  large  timber  depot  near  Yokohama ;  also  of  a  shell-button 
factory. 
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[Consul  General  L.  J.  Eeena,  Valparaiso,  July  20.] 

Chilean  manufacture  of  tobacco  (using  principally  native  raw 
material)  has  increased  very  rapidly  m  recent  years.  In  1913  there 
■were  in  Chile  192  tobacco  factories,  59  of  which  were  in  Valparaiso 
and  61  in  Santiago.  One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  of  these  were 
under  Chilean  ownership  and  63  were  the  property  of  foreigners. 

Raw  material  used  by  them  to  the  amount  of  $435,656  in  United 
States  currency  was  raised  in  this  country,  and  an  additional  $65,405 
worth  was  imported.  The  imported  raw  material  includes  cigarette 
paper.  The  total  value  of  the  production  of  these  factories  For  the 
year  was  $3,338,807.  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  persons 
were  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  in  1913. 

The  motive  power  used  in  these  factories  is  stated  as  follows :  One 
steam,  6  horsepower;  9  gas,  92  horsepower;  1  hydraulic,  20  horse- 
power; 50  electric,  230  horsepower;  2  kerosene,  7  horsepower.  It  is 
understood  that  the  term  factory  as  used  in  this  connection  includes 
even  shops  employing  only  a  small  number  of  workmen. 

The  product  of  these  factories  is  almost  exclusively  cigarettes. 
Cheap  varieties  of  cigars  are  also  made  and  a  small  amount  of  leaf 
cuttings  is  put  up  in  packages  for  pipe  smoking. 

BtAtistlcs  of  Impertt. 

The  size  of  the  import  market  for  leaf  tobacco  and  mnnufactures 
of  tobacco  may  be  judged  from  the  following  statistics  for  1913 : 


Countries. 

Cigarettes. 

cigars. 

Leaf  tobacco. 

Cut  tobacco. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Pounds. 

Value. 

Algiers    

1.W 

12i 

25,097 

15,841 
318 
245 

4<,S«2 

a 

tl8 

J,  185 

11,085 

Austria-Hungary 

220 
11,173 

tl28 

3,045 

5,041 

6,474 

BraiU.         

2,877 

1,429 

China 

23 

36 
81,007 

328 
«,297 

189 

Cuba,    

24,2IW 
20 

l,4Sfl 
27,1  lit 

9,217 
19,923 

4S,2M 

'  39 

2,952 

53,873 
IS, 312 
39,5S2 

131,548 
1,726 

65,339 
^857 

12,931 

EffTDt                  ......... 

France 

3,040 

8,30.'5 

S,325 

573 

7,5.« 

84 

82 

«,4<H 

8S 

6,026 

13,750 

5,501 

(149 

12,505 

139 

135 

5,7S2 

140 

741 

11,224 

871 

368 

5,625 

433 

14,850 
2,118 
11,164 

8,605 

1,221 

Great  Britain 

TTolland 

6,469 

Ttalv 

8Sl 

1,«91 

190 

110 

Mexico      

1,20.3 

I,I!)7 
3M 
45',t 
8SS 

2,5S<» 

2,37'< 

722 

911 

1,7<55 

733 

364 

8,707 

1,569 

m 

74 

417 
8,741 

70O 

207 

1,8,^'! 

348 

Unlte^StatMi!  !!"..!*. 

547 

905 

6,292 

3,646 

Total 

118,181 

229,032 

«7,623 

111,943 

166,762 

77,913 

71,465 

41,406 

Cuttomt  and  InteTnal-Rereii'ae  Sritles. 

Customs  duties  on  tobacco  are : 

Cigarettes. — Including  weight  of  the  container,  with  the  exception 
of  the  cases  or  boxes  of  wood  and  metal,  9  gold  pesos  ($3.29)  for 
each  kilo  on  a  valuation  of  12  gold  pesos  ($4.38)  per  Jalo  of  2.2046 
pounds. 

Cigars.— Six  gold  pesos  ($2.19)  for  each  kilo  (net  7)eight)  on  • 
valuation  of  10  gold  pesos  ($3.65)  per  kilo. 
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Snuff. — Five  gold  pesos  ($1.33)  for  each  kilo  on  a  valuation  of 
5  gold  pesos  ($1.33)  per  kilo. 

Tobacco  (leaf ).— 2.60  gold  pesos  ($0.95)  for  each  kilo  on  a  valua- 
tion of  3  gold  pesos  ($1.10)  per  kilo. 

Tobacco  (cut). — Four  gold  pesos  ($1,46)  for  each  kilo  on  a  valua- 
tion of  3.50  gold  pesos  ($1.28)  per  kilo. 

All  merchandise  paying  a  specific  duty  adds  10  per  cent,  except 
sugar  and  fiour. 

Internal-revenue  duties  (law  of  1913)  are: 

Cigars. — Imported  and  sold  in  sealed  boxes:  One  peso  ($0.16)  for 
each  25  cigars  or  fraction  thereof. 

Import^:  Ten  centavos  ($0,016)  each  one. 

Manufactured  in  Chile:  Five  centavos  ($0,008)  each  one. 

Little,  in  boxes  or  packages:  Two  centavos  ($0.0032)  each  one. 

Cigarettes. — Imported  in  packages:  Ten  centavos  ($0,016)  each 
package. 

Manufactured  in  Chile:  Five  centavos  ($0,008)  each  package. 

Tobacco  (cut). — Five  centavos  ($0,008)  for  each  package  of  25 
grams  (0.88175  ounces  avoirdupois). 

It  is  understood  that  packages  are  not  to  contain  more  than  14 
cigarettes  nor  to  exceed  25  grams  (0.88175  ounces  avoirdupois)  in 
weight.   Fractions  in  excess  pay  as  full  value. 

It  is  prohibited  to  sell  cigarettes  without  stamps  corresponding  to 
contents.    It  is  prohibited  to  sell  cigarettes  loose  or  in  bulk. 

Eatrlish  and  American  Pipe  Tobaccoi. 

The  local  market  presents  a  large  assortment  of  pipe  tobaccos, 
cigarettes,  and  cigars  of  foreign  manufacture. 

The  pipe  tobaccos  are  principally  English.  Some  of  the  brands 
on  sale,  with  retail  prices  in  United  States  curency,  are:  Eng- 
lish—  Capstan,  $0.65  per  ^-pound  tin;  Black  Cat,  $0.75  per 
^-pound  tin;  Craven  Mixture,  $1  per  ^-pound  tin;  John  Cotton, 
$1  per  ^-poimd  tin;  Glasgow  Mixture,  $1  per  ^-pound  tin;  Players 
Mixture,  $0.70  per  |-poimd  tin.  American — Old  English  (curve 
cut),  $0.75  per  ^-pound  tin;  Bull  Durham,  $0.26  per  If-ounce  sack; 
Gail  and  Ax,  $0.26  per  2-ounce  package. 

The  English  tobaccos  are  all  packed  in  air-tight,  sealed  tins.  The 
Old  English  curve  cut  of  the  British-American  Tobacco  Co.  is  also 
packed  in  a  sealed  tin.  The  Bull  Durham  and  the  Gail  and  Ax 
tobaccos  are  packed  in  a  cotton  sack  and  paper  package,  respectively. 

As  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  pipe-smoking  public  in  Chile 
is  either  British  in  nationality  or  by  extraction,  it  would  undoubt- 
edly be  a  diflBcult  matter  to  obtain  any  considerable  sale  for  Ameri- 
can pipe  tobacco  in  this  market. 
Xindi  of  cigarettes  Sold — Kethods  of  Packing. 

Practically  all .  well-known  brands  of  English-made  cigarettes 
are  on  sale  here,  as  well  as  French,  Italian,  Cuban,  Turkish,  and 
Egyptian  cigarettes. 

The  more  expensive  cigarettes  are  packed  in  tin  boxes  of  100  each 
or  in  small  cardboard  boxes  containing  10  or  12.  Some  of  the  Eng- 
lish cigarettes  (notably  those  of  W.  D.  &  H.  O.  Wills)  are  put  up 
in  round  sealed  tins  similar  to  the  quarter-poimd  Capstan  tins. 
These  are  also  sold  in  paper  packages  oi  10. 
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The  climate  of  Chile  is  not  detrimental  to  cigarettes,  but  for  ship- 
ment to  this  country  they  should  be  well  pacKed  to  \7ithstand  the 
long  sea  voyage.  A!n  excellent  form  of  paclring  is  that  used  for  the 
AbduUa  cigarette,  in  which  sufficient  packages  to  make  up  1,000 
cigarettes  are  incased  in  a  hermetically  sealed  tin  box.  This  prevents 
loss  of  flavor  in  transit  or  storage  and  makes  a  conveniently  sized 
lot  for  wholesale  distribution. 

Chileans  Smoke  Chiefly  Cigarettes — Extending  American  Sale*. 

ChUe  is  very  pronouncedly  a  cigarette-smoking  coimtry,  and, 
while  a  large  percentage  of  the  population  demands  the  black  Cuban 
type,  there  is  a  steady  market  of  good  proportions  for  such  types  as 
Turkish,  Egyptian,  Marylaud,  Virginia,  etc.  There  is  a  particu- 
larly good  market  now  th.at  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the  lighter  types 
of  cigarettes  that  formerly  came  from  the  coimtries  now  at  war. 

With  respect  to  cigars,  Cuban  and  Mexican  are  preferred.  The 
German  cigars  heretofore  imported  probably  went  directly  to  the 
large  resident  German  colony,  as  did  the  Italian  "Toscani"  and 
"  Virginia." 

Any  effort  to  extend  the  sale  in  Chile  of  American-made  tobacco, 
cigars,  or  cigarettes  would  require  the  institution  of  an  advertising 
campaign  to  insure  a  successful  result. 

[Lists  of  tobacco  Importers  at  Valparaiso,  of  general  importers  In  Chile, 
and  of  Cbileuii  luauufactiircrs  aiul  dealers  In  tobacco  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  65236.) 

NEW  GOVEBNUENT  FTJBUCATIOirS. 

The  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  annoimces 
that  he  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  September  18,  the 
following  new  United  States  Government  publications  of  a  business 
character,  which  he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Fineness  of  Cement,  An  Air  Analyzer  for  Determining,  Standards  Bureaa 
Technologic  Paiier  48. — Describing  various  types  of  eiutrlators,  and  new  forms 
of  analyzers.    Price,  20c. 

Saving  Fuel  in  Heating  a  House,  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  97. — ^A  prac- 
tical work  covering  fuels  used  in  heating  residences,  factors  affecting  the  heat- 
ing apparatus,  and  governing  consumption  of  fuel  and  convenience  of  opera- 
tion.   Price,  5c. 

Production  of  Beef  in  the  South. — General  discussion  on  the  beef  supply, 
covering  relation  of  population  to  meat  supply,  world  supply,  with  especial 
reference  to  the  possibilities  of  beef  raising  In  the  South.    Price,  10c. 

The  Pecan,  Plant  Industry  Bulletin  251. — Worlt  on  the  pecan,  covering 
culture,  propagation,  planting,  handling  of  the  nuts,  varieties,  etc.    Price,  10c. 

Manufacture  of  Acid  Phosphate,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  144.— 
Covering  the  acid  phosphate  industry  In  the  United  States,  embracing  raw 
materlRl,  manufacturing,  impurities,  cost  of  production,  disposal  of  product, 
with  description  of  machinery  used.    Price,  10c. 

Device  for  Bampling  Orain,  Seeds,  and  Other  Material,  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment Bulletin  287. — Description  of  a  practical  device  for  sampling  grain,  etc., 
with  detailed  drawings.    Price,  5c. 

Bread  and  Breadmaking,  Farmers'  Bulletin  389. — Covering  grain,  flours, 
yeast,  raised  breads,  unleavened  breads,  baking,  with  chemical  composition  of 
various  flours.    Price,  5c. 
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FOSEIGN  TRADE  OFFOSTUDITIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Borean  and  Its  brmmch  oflleca.  Reqnest 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  ftle  namber  giTen. 

Hams,  No.  18408. — This  Burean  Is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  flrin  in  the 
West  Indies,  stating  that  it  is  in  the  marlcet  for  hams.  The  ham  shonld 
weigh  from  10  to  11  pounds,  and  the  price  should  be  19  cents  per  pound 
port  of  destination.  "  Diadem "  or  any  other  brand  of  similar  quality 
is  desired. 

Fishing  nets.  No.  18409. — A  firm  in  an  insular  jxtssession  of  Portugal  Is  desirous 
of  purchasing  five  f5.shlug  nets — 100  holes  l:igh  and  1,000  long.  Terms, 
cash  agulDst  documents.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese.  Sample 
of  the  net  desired  is  submitted  with  the  report  and  may  be  inspected  at 
the  Bureau  or  its  branch  ^'Uces.  (Refer  to  file  No.  65705.)  References 
can  be  furnished. 

Tobacco,  No.  18410. — A  letter  to  this  Bureau  states  that  the  inquirer  has  a 
call  from  a  South  American  firm  for  the  names  of  exporters  of  cigars 
and  tobacco  leaf.  The  cheaper  grades,  stogies  and  cheroots,  are  tlie  variety 
of  cigars  wanted. 

Uachincry,  No.  18411. — A  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
reports  that  a  man  in  Holland  is  promoting  a  factory  for  malcing  fish  oil 
and  will  be  interested  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
the  necessary  machinery. 

Cigarettes,  cigarette  paper,  candles,  olive  oil,  etc..  No.  18412. — An  American 
consular  oflicer  on  the  East  African  coast  reports  that  a  wholesale  dealer 
in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  on  clRnrettes,  cigarette  paper, 
candles,  olive  oil,  and  cheap  grades  of  tobacco.  Prices  and  discounts  are 
requested.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Optical  goods,  No.  18413. — A  letier  to  this  Bureau  from  a  business  man  In  the 
Philippines  states  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  from 
American  manufacturers  of  optical  goods. 

nats.  No.  18414. — A  hat  Jobber  in  the  Far  East  requests  the  names  of  American 
dealers  in  Panama  hats,  with  a  view  to  establishing  commercial  relations 
with  firms  in  this  country. 

Btatlonery  and  office  supplies.  No.  18415. — This  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
requesting  the  names  of  manufacturers  of  paper  clips,  thumb  tacks,  coi>- 
pered  metnl  letter  fasteners,  api  modem  office  supplies  and  novelties.  The 
articles  desired  are  for  esix)rt  to  France. 

Wheat  flour,  tcire,  lubricating  and  illuminating  oils,  etc..  No.  18416. — An  Ameri- 
can consular  olHcer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to 
secure  American  representation  for  the  following  products:  Wheat  flour, 
barbed  and  plain  wire,  lubricating  and  illuminating  oils,  pitch,  soda,  zinc 
sheets,  sheets  of  Flander  and  similar  articles.    References  are  given. 

Stoves,  steel  ceilings,  etc..  No.  18417. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  offi- 
cer in  South  Africa  states  that  a  business  man  desires  to  secure  agencies 
from  American  manufacturers  of  stoves,  steel  ceilings,  bath  and  lavatory 
installation,  etc.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    References  given. 

Bcrap  copper.  No.  18418. — ^A  firm  In  Venezuela  requests  an  American  consular 
officer  to  furnish  names  of  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  interested  in 
old  and  scrai)  copper. 

Kauri  gum.  No.  18419. — ^A  firm  In  New  Zealand  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  interested  in  getting  in  touch  with  varnish  manufacturers 
In  the  United  States  desiring  to  purchase  iiaari  gum.  It  is  in  a  position  to 
supply  a  limited  quantity  en  good  terms. 

Paints  and  oils.  No.  18420. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reports  that 
a  business  man  desires  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  mnau- 
facturers  of  paints  and  oils,  with  a  view  to  taking  up  the  exclusive  repre- 
sentation in  that  market  on  a  commission  basis.  Best  references  can  tx 
furnished.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
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Timber,  coffee,  machinerp,  etc^  No.  1S421. — A  business  man  In  Venezuela  desires 
to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  firms  for  the  export  of 
lumber,  timber,  coffee,  and  other  Venezuelan  products,  and  to  import  gen- 
eral merchandise.  He  also  desires  to  purchase  an  electric  coffee-roasting 
machine  and  asks  for  catalogues  and  prices.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Sponi^ 

Olucose,  No.  18422. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France  reports  that  a  man 
desires  to  secure  the  representation  in  southern  France  of  American  manu- 
facturers of  glucose.  It  is  stated  that  all  goods  can  be  bought  on  a  cash 
basis.    Kefereuces  are  furnished.    Correspondence  may  be  iu  English. 

Wire  and  tcire  cloth.  No.  18423. — ^A  firm  In  Spain  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  is  desirous  of  purchasing  small  wire  and  wire  cloths.  It 
would  be  glad  to  receive  catalogues  and  quotations,  together  with  samples 
of  the  materials.  Samples  of  the  wire  desired  have  been  submitted  with 
the  report  and  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Us  branch  offices.  (Refer 
to  file  No.  65878.) 

Flour,  hides,  drugs,  and  chemicals.  No.  18424. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Portugal  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  buy  largo  quantities  of 
flour,  hides,  drugs,  and  chemicals.  A  four  months'  credit  Is  requested. 
Bank  references  furnished.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Thread  and  i/an*.  No.  18425. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in 
Denmark  states  that  a  business  man  in  that  country  desires  to  purchase 
thread  and  yam  in  large  quantities.  Beferences  furnished.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  In  English. 

Uachinery,  No.  18426. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  business 
man  In  Norway,  stating  that  he  desires  to  lieconie  an  agent  for  American  ex- 
porters of  machinery  and  machinery  requisites  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper  and  wood  pulp  (mechanical  and  chemical).  He  states  that  he  has 
been  in  business  In  chemical  wares  for  many  years  and  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  principal  mills. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  18427. — ^A  communication  to  this  Bureau  requests 
the  names  of  manufacturers  of  the  latest  style  cultivators,  spray  pumps, 
and  motors.  A  visitor  to  the  Panama  E.xposltlon  was  Impressed  with  the 
machinery  on  exhibition  and  now  desires  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  same. 

Moving-piciure  machines,  etc.  No.  18428. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  states  that  a  man  in  Chile  desires  to  correspond  with  American 
manufacturers  of  moving-picture  machines  for  home  use,  which  can  be 
operated  both  by  ordinary  lighting  current  and  by  machine  which  generates 
Its  own  light  by  the  operator  turning  the  whtsel ;  and  machinery  for  making 
phonograph  records.  The  hydraulic  press  type  is  preferretl.  Catalogues 
and  price  lists  are  requested;  also  cable  code  for  immediate  telegraphic 
orders. 

Cotton  underwear  and  flannel  cloth,  No.  18429. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Uruguay  reiwrts  that  an  agent  In  his  district,  who  has  been  very  success- 
ful In  selling  American  textile  goods  on  commission,  wishes  to  correspond 
with  manufacturers  of  cheap  and  medium  grade  cotton  underwear  for 
men,  women,  and  children;  and  also  flannel  cloth.  It  would  be  adTlsnble 
to  send  samples  with  terms,  as  there  are  customers  for  the  goods.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Commerce. 
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RAILBOAD  FEOOBESS  IN  SYEIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Samuel  Edelman,  Aleppo,  July  31.] 

Despite  the  great  crisis  prevailing  there  has  been  no  diminution 
in  the  raih-oad  progress  of  the  country.  The  Jaffa- Jerusalem  line, 
controlled  by  a  French  company,  but  whose  25-year  lease  is  about 
to  expire,  vras  taken  over  by  the  military  authorities  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war.  Work  was  inmiediately  begun  to  connect  this  line  with 
the  Haifa-Damascus  line,  and  in  this  way  link  the  system  with 
Aleppo  (on  the  Bagdad  line)  and  eventually  connect  with  Con- 
stantinople. 

Lydda,  a  station  on  the  Jaffa-Jerusalem  line,  is  the  junction, 
whence  the  new  line  runs  due  north  via  Sebastiah,  Djenin,  and 
Afoulah,  joining  the  Haifa-Damascus  line  to  Deraa  (on  the  Hedjaz 
line),  a  distance  of  167  miles;  thence  over  the  Hedjaz  line  for  a 
distance  of  80  miles  to  Damascus,  the  entire  distance  from  Jerusalem 
to  Damascus  being  about  280  miles  and  entailing  a  24-hour  journey. 
On  May  20, 1915,  this  branch  line  was  opened  to  traffic,  and  the  writer 
was  the  first  passenger  completing  the  railroad  journey  from  Jerusa- 
lem to  Damascus. 

Hew  Kileage  of  Bagdad  Hallway. 

Equal  energy  has  been  displayed  in  the  extension  T>f  the  line  from 
Aleppo  toward  Bagdad,  known  as  the  German  or  Bagdad  Railway. 
In  spite  of  all  sorts  of  difficulties  created  by  the  abnormal  situation, 
the  Bagdad  company  has  succeeded  in  opening  for  traffic  more  than 
62  miles  of  line  within  the  last  two  months.  On  June  1,  the  39-mile 
line  between  Tell  Ebiad  and  Touem  was  completed,  including  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Euphrates.  On  July  23  the 
26-mile  line  between  Touem  and  Eees-ul-Ain  was  opened.  The  fol- 
lowing stations  at  present  compose  the  itinerary  of  this  branch: 
Aleppo,  Mouslemiie,  Akterine,  Tchoban  Beyi,  Akdje  Koyounli, 
Hubnenie,  Djerablus,  Siftek,  Ser  Arab  Pounar,  Kharab  Nass,  Qui 
Tepe,  Tell  Ebiad,  Ghodjar,  Touem,  Tell-el-Hamoud,  and  Rees-ul- 
Ain.  Trains  leaving  Aleppo  at  6  in  the  morning  arrive  at  the  last 
station  at  5  in  the  afternoon. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  56  miles  constructed  at  the  southern 
terminus  of  this  line,  from  Bagdad  to  Samara.  There  now  remain 
about  373  miles  before  the  entire  line  between  Aleppo  and  Bagdad 
is  completed. 

The  Constantinople-Aleppo  Xine. 

The  Constantinople- Aleppo  line  is  gradually  nearine  completion. 
At  present  trains  run  direct  from  Constantinople  to  Fosanteah  (a 
3-day  journey) ;  here  immense  tunnels  are  being  pierced  through 
the  Taurus  Mountains.  From  Tarsus  to  Mamoure  a  completed 
branch  of  this  line  is  in  operation  (about  a  day's  journey),  whence 
another  series  of  tunnels  is  in  process  of  construction.  For  the 
remaining  71  miles  between  Bajou  and  Aleppo  the  line  is  com- 
pleted and  trains  are  running  regularly.  Under  present  conditions 
the  journey  between  Constantinople  and  Aleppo  is  completed  in 
six  days. 

WASBINOTOH  :  OOTIBNHENI  PBIHTINa  OFWICU  :  UK 
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NAYIOAHON  SAFEGUABBS. 

Kodern  Sethods  Keveal  Serious  Kenaces  to  Shipping:  Not  Heretofore  Shown  by 
Older  Surreys. 

Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  parties  have  made  a  complete  survey 
this  season,  by  means  of  a  wire  drag,  of  the  approaches  to  the  im- 
portant ports  of  Boston  and  the  coast  from  there  to  Plymouth,  which 
takes  in  the  important  route  between  Boston  and  the  Cape  Cod 
Canal. 

-  Numerous  patches  of  pamtacle  rocks  and  bowlders  have  been  found 
by  this  means,  and  it  is  impossible  to  insure  safety  in  any  other  way. 
^It  is  a  source  of  gratifinatioQ  to  the  Department  of  Commerce  that  in. 
such  a  broken  region  it  can  state  with  certainty  that  all  dangers, 
however  small  in  extent,  will  be  shown  on  the  charts,  and  that  ship- 
masters can  lay  a  course  with  certainty  to  avoid  all  hidden  dangers. 

A  report  has  just  been  received  of  the  results  of  the  work  east- 
ward and  southeastward  of  Minots  Ledge  Lighthouse,  which  shows 
that  the  exceedingly  broken  and  rocky  areas  of  Stellwagen  Ledges 
and  approaches  to  Cohasset  Harbor  are  duplicated  in  the  deeper 
water  farther  eastward.  This  area  had  been  previously  closely  sur- 
veyed by  the  old  method  with  the  lead,  but  numerous  rocks  with  less 
depth  than  charted  were  found. 

A  rock  with  25  feet  over  it  was  found  on  the  sailing  line  hereto- 
fore recommended  between  Boston  and  Cape  Cod  Canal.  It  lies 
If  miles  114°  true  (SE.  by  E.  i  E.  mag.)  from  Minots  Ledge  Light- 
house in  a  position  where  51  feet  was  the  least  depth  found  by  the 
previous  survey  with  the  lead. 

Another  rock  with  21  feet  over  it  was  found  at  a  point  IJ  miles 
133°  true  (SSE.  J  E.  mag.)  from  Minots  Ledge  Lighthouse  in  a 
position  where  41  feet  was  the  least  depth  previously  h^own. 

As  a  result  of  negotiations  that  had  their  beginning  in  Trade 
Opportunities  submitted  by  the  Saloniki  consulate,  one  firm  of  im- 
porters in  that  Greek  city  has  purchased  $40,000  worth  of  sole  leather 
and  $30,000  worth  of  upper  leather  from  the  United  States ;  another 
has  ordered  $140,000  worth  of  flour;  and  a  third  $20,000  worth  of 
starch,  glucose,  and  com  oil. 

»776*— u  1473 
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ENGLISH  BEFOBI  ON  AGBICTTLTTnELAL  BETUBHS. 

[Consul  Oeneisl  Bobert  P.  BUnner,  London,  Sept.  8.] 

The  preliminary  statement  of  the  agricultural  returns  for  England 
and  Wales  has  been  issued  and  will  oe  scanned  with  interest.  The 
increased  area  in  wheat  in  England  and  Wales  as  compared  with 
that  of  1914  is  362,610  acres.  The  manner  in  which  the  returns  are 
compiled  this  year  shows  considerable  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
farmers  last  autumn,  as  2,029^50  acres  were  drilled  with  wheat 
before  the  dose  of  the  year.  Spring  sowings  would  doubtless  have 
been  much  larger  than  140,860  acres  had  the  weather  been  satis- 
factory. 

In  1914  there  were  1,807,500  acres  in  England  and  Wales  under 
wheat,  and  this  year  the  total  area  is  2,170,110  acres.  Naturally 
this  has  not  been  obtained  wholly  at  the  expense  of  comparatively 
unproductive  land.  Barley  was  expected  to  suffer  most,  and  there 
are  273,050  fewer  acres  under  this  cereal  than  in  the  previous  year, 
this  representing  18.1  per  cent  of  the  totaL  The  outlook  for  oats, 
a  crop  well  suited  for  the  English  climate,  is  very  good.  There  is  an 
area  of  2,088,050  acres  under  this  crop,  which  represents  an  accre- 
tion of  8.2  per  cent.  Eye  is  not  verv  popular  and  is  not  always 
grown  to  harvest    The  acreage  has  fallen  from  53,900  to  47,680. 

Haj  and  Stock  Feed. 

The  substantial  addition  to  the  cereals  must  be  accounted  for  in 
some  other  way  than  by  the  area  diverted  from  barley  and  rye. 
There  has  been  little  breaking  up  of  permanrtMit  pasture,  as  the  acre- 
age has  only  contracted  to  the  extent  of  28,030  acres,  or  0.2  per  cent. 
Much  of  this,  no  doubt,  is  represented  by  the  expansion  of  towns  and 
other  processes  which  eat  into  the  Agricultural  surroundings.  There 
are  160,000  acres  less  land  kept  for  hay.      ■ 

The  returns  do  not  show  any  great  desire  to  break  up  poor  pasture, 
and  the  Government,  as  the  Earl  of  Shelboume  recently  intimated, 
prefers  to  allow  matters  to  take  their  course  rather  than  expedite 
the  use  of  the  plow,  either  by  the  offer  of  a  bounty  or  by  fixing 
a  minimum  price.  A  study  of  the  arable  division  indicates  that  most 
of  the  crops  have  contributed  to  the  cereal  expansion.  Turnips  and 
swedes^  ocupy  931,76  Oacres,  a  fall  of  113,300.  Mangolds  have  de- 
creased by  4.3  per  cent.  Some  14,100  acres  of  vet(3ies  have  been 
given  up,  and  there  are  3,170  fewer  acres  of  small  fruits,  representing 
4.1  per  cent  of  the  total.  Peas  and  beans  have  substantially  fallen, 
the  former  from  168,840  acres  to  129,380  acres  and  the  latter  from 
294,020  to  266,530.  The  potato,  which  furnishes  so  large  a  propor- 
tion of  sound  food,  has  been  planted  more  extensively,  the  463,400 
acres  being  1,780  more  than  in  1914. 
Uve-Stoek  Ovtlook. 

The  live-stock  outlook,  as  reflected  in  the  oflScial  figures,  is  quite 
cheerful.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  calls  made  upon  the  horse  during  the 
year,  these  figures,  collected  early  in  June,  indicate  a  fall  in  total  of 
only  8  per  cent,  viz,  1,287,180,  as  against  1,399,550  12  months  ago. 
The  extent  to  which  cows  were  slaughtered  in  the  first  half  of  the 
year  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  there  are  2,434,500  cows  in 
inUk  or  in  calf,  which  is  49,720  fewer  than  in  1914;  yet  the  total 

<  VecetaUe  of  Uie  turnip  Tmrietjr  used  tor  feedlns  itock. 
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munber  of  cattle,  6,064,160,  is  3.2  per  cent  above  the  figures  last 
year  and  is  the  highest  yet  recorded. 

There  are  more  breeding  ewes  and  sheep  one  year  and  above,  but 
a  falling  off  in  the  number  under  one  year.  This  is  due  to  an  in- 
different lambing  season,  but  the  breedmg  resources  are  greater  by 
33,410  ewes,  and  of  the  330,100  sheep  over  1  year  a  substantial  pro- 

?iortion  will  no  doubt  be  drafted  into  the  flock.  The  17,522,580  sheep 
umish  an  increase  of  1.5  per  cent.  Pigs  are  a  fluctuating  quantity ; 
sows  have  receded  in  number  to  198,160,  being  a  decrease  of  12.4  per 
cent  on  1914,  but  it  is  very  easy  to  recover,  as  the  pig  is  prolific.  The 
"  other  pigs  "  number  2,121,870,  only  19,230  less  than  12  months  ago. 
On  the  whole  satisfaction  is  felt  in  il^ngland  with  the  position  of  agri- 
cultural affairs. 

CENSUS  OF  UAinJFACTTJBES  IN  DISTSICT  OF  COITJHBIA. 

While  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  in  its  1915  review  of  manufactures 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  reports  a  general  increase  over  the  figures 
for  five  years  ago,  the  item  of  number  of  establishments  alone  snows 
a  decrease,  a  numerical  loss  which  the  bureau  says  is  accounted  for 
by  the  reduced  number  of  establishments  in  the  bakery  industry  from 
71  in  1909  to  58  in  1914.  The  decrease  in  all  establishments,  however, 
is  only  5,  from  518  to  513.  The  word  "establishment,"  as  used,  may 
mean  more  than  one  mill  or  plant,  provided  they  are  owned  or  con- 
trolled and  operated  by  a  single  individual,  partnership,  corporation, 
or  other  owner  or  operator. 

In  the  order  of  their  importance,  from  a  percentage  standpoint, 
the  increases  for  the  several  items  in  this  census  of  manufactures  are : 
Primary  horsepower,  49.1  per  cent;  salaries,  37.9;  capital,  33.5;  sal- 
aried employees,  26.3 ;  proprietors  and  firm  membe^  22.1 ;  wages, 
21.8;  materials,  17.8;  wage  earners,  15.3;  value  of  products,  14.3; 
and  value  added  by  manufacture,  11.9  per  cent. 

ITie  capital  invested,  as  reported  in  1914,  was  $40,799,000,  a  gain 
of  $10,246,000,  or  34  per  cent,  over  $30,-553,000  in  1909.  The  average 
capital  per  establishment  was  approximately  $80,000  in  1914  and 
$59,000  in  1909. 

The  value  of  products  in  1914  was  $28,901,000,  and  in  1909,  $25,- 
289,000,  the  increase  being  $3,615,000,  or  14  per  cent.  The  average 
per  establishment  in  1914  was  approximately  $56,000  and  in  1909 
$49,000.  

EXAMINATION  BEaxnBED  FOB  CEBTIFICATE  AS  ABIE  SEAHAN. 

[Announcement  of  Steamboat-Inspection  Serrice,  Department  of  Commerce.] 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  13  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  4,  1915,  entitled  "  Seamen's  Act,"  regulations  have  been  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  in  Department  Circular  264, 
for  determining  the  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  seamanship  of  per- 
sons who  make  application  for  examination  for  certificate  of  service 
as  able  seaman,  after  having  served  on  deck  12  months  at  sea 
or  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

When  the  circular  is  ready  for  distribution  a  supply  will  be  fur- 
nished local  inspectors,  Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  chief  officers 
of  customs,  and  shipping  commissioners  for  distribution  to  persons 
desiring  it. 
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GOOD  FBOSPECIS  FOB  OSEEE  TOBACCO  CBCff. 

[Vice  Consul  George  P.  Waller,  Jr^  Atkens,  Aug.  Sl.\ 

Tobacco  growers  anticipate  a  crop  for  1915  superior  in  quality  and 
quantity  to  that  of  1914.  According  to  an  article  recently  published, 
the  Macedonian  yield  is  expected  to  equal  that  of  1914,  while  in  the 
Phthiotis-Phocis  districts  indications  point  to  an  increase  of  20  to 
30  per  cent.  Larissa  is  said  to  have  a  crop  15  per  cent  larger  than 
that  of  the  past  season,  and  the  Argolis-Corinth  provinces  promise 
an  increase  of  30  per  cent.  The  average  increase  would  seem  to  be 
not  far  from  15  per  cent,  when  all  districts  are  taken  into  consider- 
ation. 

The  figures  for  the  tobacco  crop  for  1914  have  just  been  given  out 
in  an  annual  report  of  the  Ministry  of  National  Economy.  Seduced 
to  English  equivalents,  they  are  given  below. 


Provinoa. 


Founds. 


ThMsal;  and  Arts ... 
Mainland  of  Oreeoa .. 

Peloponsssus 

Cjclades  and  Buboea 

lonJan  Isles , 

Uaeadonia 

Epirus 

Aegean  Isles , 

CreW 


13,514,  en 

9,gw,as7 

4,6&5,474 

iw.ao 
S4,n«,e«i> 

4a4,ill 
4,2»,JS0 


As  the  tobacco  crop  in  Greece  matures  in  September-October,  the 
tobacco  year  coincides  with  the  calendar  year. 


ACnVITT  in  SIIESIAH  EABDWABE  IHBUSTBY. 

[Consul  Harry  Q.  Seltxer,  Breslau,  Germany,  Aug.  30.] 

Due  to  the  general  depression  in  the  building  trades  during  the 
first  year  of  the  war  and  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  "  small  iron  " 
industries  were  concerned  chiefly  with  the  manufacture  of  war  sup- 
plies, the  hardware  trade  has  been  somewhat  neglected  in  this  distri^ 
With  the  rebuilding  operations  in  East  Prussia  and  in  the  occupied 
portions  of  Russian  Poland  there  has  come  a  lively  demand  for  small 
iron  fittings  of  all  kinds. 

Orders  for  such  fittings  as  hinges,  locks,  door  hangers,  escutcheons, 
etc.,  are  now  coming  rapidly,  not  only  for  immediate  use  in  opera- 
tions already  begun,  but  also  to  refill  exhausted  supplies  in  the  hands 
of  the  dealers.  The  success  of  the  German  forces  in  the  East  has 
added  considerably  to  the  prevailing  optimistic  spirit,  and  builders 
are  looking  forward  to  a  building  Doom  never  before  experienced. 
Manufacturers  anticipate  no  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  material, 
but  the  shortage  of  labor  will  seriously  affect  this  branch  of  industry 
for  some  time.  For  this  reason  they  are  not  accepting  any  "  short- 
time  "  orders  at  present. 

After  making  all  due  allowance  for  Germany's  producing  capacity 
and  the  fact  that  its  export  trade  will  continue  to  be  paralyzed  for  a 
long  time,  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  home  industries  will  be  able 
to  meet  the  coming  demand. 
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HOP  CBOP  nr  BOHEMIA. 

[Consul  Wallace  J.  Tonng,   Carlsbad,  Austria,  Bohemia,  Aqk.  30;  snpplcmeDtlnc  dis- 
patches In  COUMEBCB  Rkports  for  Jnly  26  and  30,  Aug.  18,  and  Sept.  13,  191S.1 

Hop  picking  in  the  Saaz  district  is  now  nearing  completion  and  re- 
liable  final  estimates  on  the  crop  are  now  obtainable.  The  yield 
for  this  district  this  year  is  small,  being  100,000  centners  (1  centner 
equals  50  kilos  or  110.231  pounds)  or  11,000,000  pounds,  as  against 
last  year's  crop  of  20,900,000  pounds — a  50  per  cent  decrease. 

There  was  much  overestimation  in  the  earlier  predictions,  due  to 
the  excellent  May  and  June  weather,  during  which  the  earlier  esti- 
mates were  made,  being  followed  by  a  cold  and  rainy  July  and  Au- 
fust.  Many  blossoms  did  not  fully  mature,  and  this  rainy  weather 
as  greatly  interfered  with  the  picking  and  drying. 

While,  particularly  from  the  lower  gardens,  more  or  less  discolored 
hops  will  be  plentiful,  still  the  quality  of  the  crop,  in  general,  is 
considered  good  and  the  hops  are  rich  in  lupuline  and  most  aro- 
matic. 

The  best  quality  are  now  bringing  up  to  120  crowns  per  centner 
(roughly  22  cents  a  pound)  and  me  inferior  quality  80  to  90  crowns 
per  centner  (14^  to  16  cents  a  pound). 

Last  year's  first  quality  hops  (of  which  there  is  but  a  small  supply 
still  on  hand)  are  bringing  80  to  95  crowns  per  centner  (14^  to  17 J 
cents  per  pound). 

Ten  bags  of  hops  can  now  be  exported  without  the  deposit  on  the 
sacks  of  6  crowns  per  kilo  of  weight  (about  $4  per  sack)  and  conse- 
quently exporters  are  sending  their  hops  in  lots  of  10  sacks  at  a  time. 
Empty  bags  being  sent  from  Germany  can  be  registered  at  the  custom- 
house and  returned  filled,  without  deposit  and  without  restrictions 
as  to  numbers. 

FBEIGHT  BATES  ON  CEMEITr  FBOH  MABSEIILE. 

[Consul  Geocral  A.  GauUn,  Marseille,  France,  Aug.  25.] 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  production  and  sale  of  cement 
in  the  Marseille  district  has  declined  at  least  50  per  cent.  Exports 
have  fallen  off  also  in  about  the  same  proportion.  The  total  exports 
of  cement  from  Marseille  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915 
amounted  to  27,262  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds)  against 
51,572  tons  in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year.  Prices 
are  5  to  10  per  cent  higher  now  than  they  were  in  July,  1914. 

The  present  freight  rates  per  metric  ton  on  cement  in  barrels  from 
Marseille  to  various  American  and  West  Indian  ports  arc ;  To  Nor- 
folk, $4.25;  New  Orleans,  $4.25;  Habana,  $6.75;  Fort  de  France 
and  Pointe  a  Pitre,  $4.83,  plus  10  per  cent  and  25  per  cent;  Rio 
Janeiro  (wharf),  $9.17,  plus  10  per  cent  and  25  per  cent;  Buenos 
Aires,  $5.79,  plus  10  per  cent;  Colon,  Panama,  $5.79,  plus  25  per  cent 
and  10  per  cent. 

Except  for  Norfolk  and  New  Orleans,  there  is  an  additional  charge 
for  slinging  (41ingage)  of  1  franc  per  1,000  kilos  ($0,193  per  2,204.6 
pounds).  The  10  per  cent  primage  on  the  freight  to  Buenos  Aires 
IS  reimbursable  to  the  shippers  under  certain  conditions.  Wharf 
dues  and  charges  for  manifest  and  stamp  taxes  are  not  included  in 
the  above.  It  also  appears  that  lower  rates  could  be  obtained  for 
large  shipments  to  Norfolk  and  New  Orleans. 
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FBOFOSED  CEAiraES  DT  BBITISH  TARTTT. 

[Telegzam  from  American  Consnl  General,  London.] 

A  proposed  measiire  providing  for  changes  in  the  British  cnstcMiis 
tariff  imposes  an  import  duty  of  33J  per  cent  ad  valorem  (or  aa 
equivalent  specific  duty)  on  the  following  articles  at  present  exempt 
from  duty:  Cinematograph  films,  clocks  and  watches  and  parts 
thereof,  musical  instruments,  hats  and  caps,  plate  glass,  motor  cars, 
and  motor  cycles.  In  addition,  the  following  increases  in  duty  have 
been  provided  for  [shilling,  12  pence=$0.243  (par  value)  hundred- 
weight, 112  pounds] : 


Artldt. 


BaU  o(  duty. 


Pitmnt  (per 
poond). 


PnipoMd 
(perpomd). 


Tea. 

Cocoa , 

Coflee 

Chicory , 

Clgan 

Cavendish  or  negrohcad  tobacco: 

Manulaetarea  In  bond 

Other 

Cigarettes 

Manufactured  tobacco,  not  specified , 

Bnufl: 

Containing  more  than  13  poimda  moistote  per  100  ponnda. . . 

other 

Tobacco,  unmanulactiired:    .  '    . 

Stripped  or  stemmed— 

Containing  10  pounds  or  more  moisture  per  100  pounds 
Other , 

Unstripped  or  uigtemmed— 

Containing  16  pounds  or  more  moisture  per  100  pounds . 
Other '. 

Dried  fruit: 

Currants 

Figs,  plums,  prunelloes,  pnmes,  and  rabins 

Sugar  (according  to  degree  ol  polarisation)  {[J"" '.'"." 

Uotor  spirit  (bentine,  naphtha,  gasoline,  etc) 


*.  d. 
i 
I 

a 

3 

T 

4  S 

6  4 

6  8 

4  8 

4     6 
i     4 


3  8 

4  1 

Per  hundred- 
weight, 

7 

10 
1    10 

FergaUoo. 
3 


«.     <. 


S 
3 
«H 

1 
8 
8     4 

7 

I     '» 


C     7 

S    4 

5     4 

8     11 

Per  hundred- 
weight. 
3 

10     « 

4     4 

•     4 

FergaUtn- 


An  excise  duty  of  7  shillings  per  hundredweight  is  to  be  levied  on 
sugar  and  the  excise  taxes  on  patent  medicines  are  to  be  doubled. 

[According  to  press  reports^  the  foregoing  tariff  changes  were  in- 
corporated in  a  bill  for  the  raising  of  additional  revenue  which  was 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  it  is  therefore  anticipated  tnat  they  will  be  enacted  and 
put  into  effect  without  delay.] 


SEcoBB  DiviDEin)  pathehts  on  eawaiiah  stocks. 

[Honolulu  Star-Bulletin.] 

Dividends  amounting  to  more  than  a  million  dollars  were  paid 
during  August  on  the  various  sugar  stocks  and  stocks  in  commercial 
and  utilities  corporations  of  the  islands  which  are  listed  on  the  local 
stock  exchange.  The  exact  total  paid  was  $1,160,265,  which  exceeds 
by  $280,540  the  dividends  paid  by  the  same  companies  during  the 
month  of  July  of  this  year. 
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THE  TOBACCO  IFDTTSTET  OF  CUBA. 

[CoDgQl  Henry  H.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consul  at  Habana,  Sept  6.] 

The  report  of  the  Association  of  Manufacturers  of  Cigars  and 
Cigarettes  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  for  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  says : 

The  year  ending  June  30  last,  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  existence  of  the  associa- 
tion, has  truly  been  a  most  dreadful  one  for  the  tobacco  Industry  of  Cuba.  The 
disastrous  effects  of  the  war  In  which  the  majority  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
are  Involved  are  reflected  even  here  In  the  tobacco  Industry  of  Cuba,  which 
was  already  greatly  depressed  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  exportation 
of  cigars  and  cigarettes  for  the  "year  referred  to  was  102,818,692  cigars,  valued 
at  17,269,109.  and  12,634,353  pacliages  of  cigarettes,  valued  at  $366,012,  repre- 
senting a  decrease  In  the  value  of  cigar  exports  of  $5,291,257  and  of  cigarette 
exports  of  $154,448,  as  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year.  The  natural 
result  has  been  such  a  limitation  in  the  manufacture  of  tobacco  that  many 
factories  have  been  compelled  to  close  entirely,  and  others  have  been  obliged 
to  cut  their  forces  to  the  minimum. 

Many  formerly  prosperous  towns  in  the  celebrated  tobacco  dis- 
tricts of  Vuelta  Abajo  and  Partido  have  been  in  an  unfortunate  con- 
dition during  the  past  year,  it  being  a  source  of  surprise  to  the 
average  observer  that  they  have  been  able  to  exist. 

Heasnres  Designed  to  Alleviate  Situation. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  the  Cuban  Congress  adopted 
measures — such  as  the  export  bounty  and  maritime  insurance  against 
casualties  due  to  the  war — which,  it  was  hoped,  might  in  some  meas- 
ure alleviate  the  situation  in  the  tobacco  industry.  It  was  not  pos- 
sible, however,  to  realize  any  benefit  from  the  bounty,  since  the  import 
tariff  law  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  that  of  other  coimtries. 
provides  that  an  additional  duty  equivalent  to  the  bounty  be  collectea 
on  all  imported  articles  that  have  been  subject  to  such  bounty  or 
grant  in  the  country  of  their  origin.  The  maritime  insurance,  it  is 
stated,  has  not  been  taken  advantage  of  because  of  difficulties,  which 
are  deemed  insurmountable,  in  connection  therewith. 

Congress  also  voted  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  alleviating 
the  condition  of  the  laborers  in  this  industry,  and  free  railroad  trans- 
portation was  provided  from  the  tobacco  districts  to  districts  where 
there  was  great  activity  in  the  planting  and  harvesting  of  cane. 
These  measures,  while  relieving  the  situation  of  the  people,  did  noth- 
ing to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  industry,  and  representatives  of  the 
Association  of  Cigar  and  Cigarette  Manufacturers  have  been  very 
active  in  urging  a  new  reciprocity  treaty  with  the  United  States,  a 
modus  Vivendi  with  Spain,  and  treaties  with  some  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican llepublics,  which  would  provide  advantages  for  the  tobacco  of 
Cuba. 
Growers  Should  Organize  to  Further  Interests. 

It  seems,  however,  that  it  would  be  possible  for  the  tobacco  grow- 
ers of  Cuba  to  adopt  measures  which  would  be  of  far  greater  value 
to  them,  and  to  the  manufacturers,  than  even  reductions  in  foreign 
tariffs.  For  instance,  if  the  growers  in  the  various  districts  would 
organize  upon  the  same  basis  as  that  of  agricultural  associations  in 
other  coimtries,  provide  for  the  selection  and  grading  of  their  own 
tobacco,  purchase  necessary  supplies  (such  as  cheesecloth  for  shadf. 
chemical  fertilizers,  etc.),  and  even  conduct  their  own  stores,  thev 
might  effect  a  saving  to  themselves  of  probably  not  less  than  50  per 
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cent.  As  it  is,  they  are  forced  to  borrow  money  at  exorbitant  rates 
of  interest  to  finance  their  crops,  and  to  pay  excessive  prices  for  all 
materials  and  supplies,  including  store  supplies  that  are  usually 
fumi^ed  on  credit  by  the  nearest  Spanish  bodega,  or  country  store, 
at  prices  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  merchandise.  The 
result  of  this  system  is  apparent. 

Little  Effort  to  Salw  Other  Crops — Effect  of  Adverse  Conditions. 

Further,  there  has  been  little  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  tobacco 
planter  to  grow  fruits  and  vegetables  for  his  own  use  and  for  feed- 
ing his  animals.  This  year  there  has  been  a  well  directed  eflFort  on 
the  part  of  tiie  Cuban  Department  of  Agriculture  to  instruct  and 
encourage  the  tobacco  planters  in  growing  crops,  such  as  com,  pota- 
toes, and  vegetables  for  his  own  needs  and  for  the  local  market 
Competent  agents  have  been  sent  into  the  tobacco  districts  with 
modem  farm  machinery  to  instruct  the  farmers  in  the  b^t  methods 
of  com  culture,  vegjetable  growing,  and  general  farming. 

While  the  adversity  of  the  tobacco  grower  in  Cuba  works  hard^ip 
at  present,  its  ultimate  results  will  probably  be  for  the  best,  as  it  wUl 
not  only  tend  to  force  many  into  other  lines  of  eflFort,  but  will  bring 
about  better  and  more  economical  methods  of  culture.  The  tobacco 
crop  will  be  greatly  diminished  this  year,  but  the  product  will  un- 
doubtedly be  of  a  superior  quality  and  more  economically  produced. 

Btatisties  of  Prodnetion,  Exportation,  and  Consumption. 

The  following  table  compiled  by  Seuor  Bam^ni  La  Villa,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  report  of  the  Association  of  Manufacturers,  shows  the 
production  of  tobacco  in  the  various  districts  of  Cuba  for  the  years 
stated.  The  figures  for  the  present  year  are  not  yet  available,  but  it 
is  well  known  that  the  crop  was  greatly  reduced. 


DIstxkt 


1910 


1911 


1912 


19U 


1914 


VodtsAbaJo 

S«rol-Vuelta 

Parlldo 

Santa  Clara 

Matanzas 

Puerto  IThidpe . . 
Simtiago  de  Cuba. 


Bain. 

223,203 

23,994 

61,060 

125,347 

725 

11 

7,094 


Bala. 
135.630 
12,322 

105i474 

S3 

37 

1,601 


Bait: 

182,596 

24,379 

89,081 

373,175 

74 

17 

40,640 


Bala. 

Bala. 

256,928 

337,410 

32.336 

40,331 

87,140 

80,8SJ 

'*'!S2 

2S1,9» 

193 

1,530 

1,150 

906 

23,773 

30,033 

The  table  below  shows,  by  values,  the  production,  exportation, 
and  consumption  of  manufactured  tobacco  for  the  last  11  years: 


Years. 

Cigan. 

Cigarettes. 

Smoking 
tobacco. 

Tool 

ntODUCTIOK. 
1904 

$21,515,570 
33,337,493 
34,533,073 
33,010.846 
18  943,483 
19,03'<.430 
19,533.354 
21.07Za37 
22.118.599 
22, 05.5.  OB 
17,626,391 

$4,630,113 
4,313,903 
4.750,394 
5,087,414 
4,753,338 
4,916,907 
5,373,739 
5,483,503 
7.076.533 
6,516,344 
5,674,887 

$471,748 
403.593 
333,954 
284,358 
271,164 
288,844 
384,688 
368,337 
801.747 
443,763 
363,408 

$36,817,438 

1905 

28,054.937 

Itflfl 

39,616,330 

ISI07 

27,383608 

ICOT 

23,968,887 
34.334,181 
25,000,731 

190) 

1910 

lull 

26k  830, 777 

1912 

39,696,878 
30,014,114 

33, 684,688 

1913     

19H 
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Years. 

Cigan. 

Cigarettes. 

Smoking 
tobacco. 

Total. 

KZrOBTAIION. 
1904 

114,146,930 
14,756,854 
16,687.972 
13,113,228 
12,275,011 
12,471,911 
11,917,653 
12.947,861 
12,606.748 
12,868.623 
9,129,661 

t461,422 
295,727 
891,082 
449,923 
295,884 
298,161 
360.727 
392,006 
501,817 
562,839 
429,147 

»137,750 
143,204 
£03.112 
122,822 
131,678 
168,447 
16S,029 
245,570 
335.050 
293,121 
210,284 

$14,746,103 

1905 

15,195,785 

1906.......... 

17,282,166 

1907 

13,684.976 

1998 

12, 702. 501 

1909    

12  933  519 

MIO 

12, 446, 409 

1911 

13,585,437 

1912 

13,533.616 

1913 

13,724,583 

1914 

9, 709, 092 

COKSUMmON. 
19(M 

7,363.640 
8,580.639 
7,845.100 
8.898.619 
6,667.443 
6.556,519 
7,614,701 
8,121.176 
9,421,850 
9,186,388 
8,496,730 

4,168,690 
4,018.175 
4,359,212 
4,637,487 
4,487,354 
4,618,746 
4,913,012 
5,090,497 
6.574,715 
5.963,505 
5,145,740 

333,996 
260,338 
129,842 
161,635 
139,588 
120,397 
116,659 
120,067 
168,697 
149,641 
153,124 

11,871,326 

1905    

12,859,152 

1E06 

12,334.155 

13,697.631 

11,264,885 

11,295,663 

12,644.373 

13,335,340 

10,163,263 

15,289,531 

1914 

13,793,594 

While  the  foregoing  figures  represent  the  actual  difference  be- 
tween the  production  and  exportation  of  manufactured  tobacco,  it 
is  not  a  true  statement  of  the  actual  consumption  of  the  people  in 
Cuba,  as  it  must  be  remembered  that  large  quantities  of  cigars  and 
cigarettes  are  purchased  annually  by  visitors  and  taken  out  of  the 
country  with  them  to  be  consumed  abroad.  Also,  residents  of  Cuba 
are  in  the  habit  of  taking  supplies  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  with  them 
when  they  go  abroad  for  visits.  There  is,  of  course,  no  record  of 
these  exports.  Considerable  quantities  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  are 
also  sent  to  countries  other  than  the  United  States  by  mail,  of  which 
there  is  no  record.  Altogether,  it  is  probable  that  these  exports 
rem-esent  an  annual  value  of  more  than  $1,000,000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  exports  of  leaf  and  manu- 
factured tobacco  in  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  1914  and  1915 : 


Classes  of  tobacco. 


Year  ended 
June  30, 1914. 


Yev  ended 
June  30, 1915. 


iMiS  tobacco  tn  bales. 

Cigars 

Cigarettes 

Smoking  tobacco 

Total 


$18,802,542 

12,560,366 

520,460 

282,824 


$14,129,393 

7,280,109 

366,012 

221,137 


32,166,192 


21,976,650 


IHPBOVma  THE  WATEB  STJ?FIT  OF  CABACAS. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett.  La  Guatra,  Venezuela,  Aug.  27.] 

The  Government  of  Venezuela  has  appropriated  84,000  bolivars 
(bolivar=$0.193)  for  the  purchase  of  two  farms  situated  upon  one 
of  the  watiersheds  that  supply  Caracas.  These  will  be  depopulated 
and  reforested  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  considerable  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  city  wiU  result  and  that  the 
present  unduly  high  death  rate  will  decrease. 
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FBOSPECIS  FOK  GSEHOBIE  WALNTTI  Aim  FBITIT  CSOPS. 

[Vice  Consul  T.  W.  Morton,  Grenoble,  France,  Ang.  20.] 

A  recent  personal  inspection  of  some  of  the  best  growing  grounds 
in  the  Isere  Valley  indicates  that  the  production  this  year  of  walnnts 
of  all  grades  will  be  unusually  large  and  fine  in  this  region.  The 
trees,  even  at  this  advanced  season,  are  still  well  in  leaf,  green,  and 
healthy  looking,  and  for  the  most  part  covered  with  nuts.  In  only  a 
few  places  were  signs  of  blight— or,  rather,  of  decay — observable. 
The  percwitage  of  drop  offs  is  remarkably  small  this  year.  The  fniit 
maturing  is  large,  sound,  and  meaty,  well  developed,  and  fairly 
regular  in  size.  It  is  clean  and  comparatively  free  from  spots.  The 
proportion  of  diseased  or  wormy,  shriveled,  and  imperfectly  de- 
veloped nuts  appears  to  be  small.    The  outlook  is  most  encouraging. 

fiipening  is  progressing  normally,  favored  by  fine,  dry  weather, 
warmth  and  sunshine,  without  too  great  heat  or  too  much  rain.  That 
these  crops  will  prove  to  be  considerably  above  the  average  is  the 
opinion  of  everyone  competent  to  judge.  They  are  already  practi- 
cally assured. 

Pavorable  Season  for  Frnlt— High  Trices — Garden  Crops. 

The  succeeding  seasons  in  this  part  of  France  have  been,  through- 
out the  year,  about  all  that  could  be  desired  for  fruit  of  all  kinds— tree 
crops  especially — except  for  vines.  These  are  suffering  from  black 
rot  and  mildew,  caused  by  short  and  intermittent  periods  of  sun  and 
rain  in  the  spring.  As  a  consequence  the  price  of  wine  is  advancing. 
Cherries,  plums,  aind  the  like  have  been  particularly  abundant,  so 
much  so  that  in  many  country  places  in  this  vicinity  quantities  have 
rotted  on  the  trees  from  l&ck  of  time  and  hands  to  -gather  them. 
This  regrettable  condition  has  been  the  cause  of  considerable  loss  not 
only  to  the  producer  but  to  the  consumer  as  well,  since  the  little  fruit 
that  has  been  brought  to  market  has  commandeid  high  prices — ^more 
than  double  those  of  last  year,  when  crops  were  poor  in  comparison. 

There  is  also  an  abundance  of  other  autumn  orchard  crops — 
apples  and  pears  especially — ^but  this  fruit  will  probably  conunand 
high  prices,  like  the  rest.  On  the  other  hand,  garden  crops  are  not 
so  plentiful,  as  the  raising  of  vegetables  requires  care  and  attention. 
All  have  risen  greatlj  in  value,  and  the  cost  of  living  in  Grenoble 
has  nearly  doubled  within  the  last  six  months. 

Estimate  of  Walnut  Tleld — Buyers  Sliould  Place  Orders  Early. 

As  regards  the  walnut  crops  yet  standing  in  the  Isere  Valley, 
ihe  probable  output,  by  kinds,  may  be  estimated  as  follows:  Pure 
Mayettes,  2,000  tons;  Franquettes,  400  tons;  Parisiens,  100  tons 
(these  three  qualities,  all  fine,  when  mixed  are  termed  " commercial" 
Mayettes  by  the  trade) ;  Chabertes,  or  small  nuts,  1,500  tons  (ex- 
clusively employed  for  confectionery) ;  total,  4,000  tons.  It  is  learned 
that  the  Bordeaux  walnut  crops  promise  very  large  yields  also, 
possibly  15,000  tons  in  all,  and  the  quality  is  fine. 

No  prices  are  yet  fixed  for  the  Grenoble  crops,  since  up  to  the 
present — contrary  to  the  custom  in  normal  times — ^no  sales  appear 
to  have  been  made  nor  contracts  entered  into  for  forward  delivery. 
Growers  expect  to  realize  high  prices  for  their  nuts,  basing  their 
belief  on  the  difficulties  apprehended  in  the  harvesting  and  handling 
of  the  crops,  the  scarcity  of  manual  labor  and  of  sacking,  high  rates 
of  transport,  insurance,  war  risks,  etc    It  is  expected  that  firat  ship- 
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ments  will  be  ready  to  go  forward  to  the  United  States  early  in 
October — about  the  10th — as  the  season  is  in  advance  this  year  by 
at  least  15  days.  It  would  be  unwise  to  call  for  deliveries  before 
this  date,  as  in  such  case  the  nuts  would  be  imperfectly  dried  and 
unfit  for  shipment. 

As  the  ocean  voyage  to  New  York  via  Marseille  (the  most  prac- 
tical way  of  shipping  goods  from  here  to  America)  occupies  about 
17  days,  intending  buyers  would  do  well  to  place  their  orders  early 
to  enable  exporters  to  make  timely  arrangements  for  freight  and 
transport.  An  encumbrance  of  merchan£se  at  the  last  moment 
would  be  likely  to  delay  shipments. 

If  these  suggestions  be  acted  on,  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why 
the  American  importer  should  not  receive  full  satisfaction  this  year. 

EVENIKG  SCHOOLS  IS  LEEDS. 

[Consul  Hornet  M.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  England,  Sept.  2.] 

The  Yorkshire  Post  of  August  31,  1915,  describes  a  brief  outline 
of  the  organization  of  evening  education  in  Leeds  for  the  coming 
session  which  has  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  for  Education  in 
Leeds,  to  assist  intending  students  to  select  the  course  most  suited  to 
their  particular  needs.  In  organizing  the  scheme  of  evening  work  for 
the  city  efforts  have  been  made  to  arrange  the  courses  of  instruction 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  all  sections  of  the  community,  and  the 
organization  follows  five  main  lines;  namely,  technical  and  techno- 
logical training,  commercial  education  and  training,  instruction  and 
training  in  art,  education  and  training  in  the  domestic  arts,  and 
training  courses  for  teachers  of  all  grades. 

The  proportion  of  yoUng  people  attending  the  technical  evening 
schools  of  the  city  is  far  from  satisfactory,  but  the  education  com- 
mittee hope  that  with  the  cooperation  of  employers  and  labor,  the 
jyoung  workers  of  the  district  in  steadily  increasing  numbers  wUl 
take  full  advantage  of  the  courses  of  instruction  provided  for  them. 

The  evening  work  in  technical  and  technological  education  and 
training  has  been  coordinated  and  systematized.  It  follows  a  con- 
tinuous line  from  the  general  evening  schools,  through  the  branch 
artisan  schools,  and  the  minor  mechanics'  institutes,  to  the  advanced 
technical  schools,  and  ends  in  the  University  of  Leeds. 

In  the  comprehensive  scheme  of  commercial  education  and  train- 
ing, which  also  ends  in  the  University  of  Leeds,  opportunities  are 
provided  for  young  persons  who  intend  to  follow  a  commercial 
career  to  obtain  a  complete  and  intelligent  knowledge  of  all  branches 
of  commercial  practice  and  to  secure  such  training  as  will  fit  them 
for  the  highest  positiMis  in  the  commercial  world.  Instruction  in 
art  now  follows  a  continuous  line  from  the  preparatory  technical 
evening  schools,  through  the  branch  schools  of  art,  to  the  Central 
School  of  Art.  From  the  beginning  instruction  in  the  principles 
and  practice  of  art  will  be  given,  and  special  attention  will  be  devoted 
to  their  relation  and  application  to  industry.  The  evening  work  in 
the  domestic  arts  has  been  organized  to  follow  a  continuous  line 
from  the  general  evening  schools  for  girls,  through  the  branch  young 
women's  institutes,  to  the  General  Institute  for  Girls  and  Women. 
The  courses  aim  at  imparting  a  thoroughly  useful  knowledge  of 
dcHnestic  and  general  subjects.  The  training  courses  for  teachers 
will,  as  a  rule,  be  held  at  the  Thoresby  high  scnooL 
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TBAKSPOBTIHO  CANADA'S  OBADT  CSOF. 

[Consul  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  William,  Ontario,  Sept.  1 ;  aee  alio  COMimca  Rapoara 
for  Jul7  23,  Aug.  24,  and  Sept.  9,  1915.] 

Now  that  all  reasonable  danger  to  the  grain  crop  of  western 
Canada  from  weather  conditions  has  passed,  the  problem  of  the 
transportation  and  storage  of  the  crop  has  become  acute.  Fears  are 
expressed  that  lake  carriers  will  be  overtaxed  and  that  storage 
facilities  are  inadequate  for  handling  the  largest  grain  crop  in  the 
history  of  Canada. 

These  views,  however,  are  opposed  by  the  statement  of  a  reliable 
authority  that  only  in  the  event  of  traffic  congestion  during  the  first 
month  of  the  grain  movement  could  there  be  any  serious  danger  from 
inadequate  storage  facilities.  In  support  of  this  opinion  it  is 
pointed  out  that  the  total  elevator  capacity  in  the  west,  including 
country,  interior  terminal,  and  lake  terminal  elevators,  is  139,374,000 
bushels,  and  that  of  the  eastern  district  29,250,000  bushels,  a  total  for 
all  Canada  of  168,624,000  bushels.  This  does  not  take  into  considera- 
tion the  enormous  amount  of  grain  en  route  in  the  thousands  of  rail- 
road cars  now  being  sent  to  the  west,  and  the  considerable  capacity  of 
available  lake  steamers  and  barges. 

Shipment  of  Export  Qraln. 

The  first  carloads  of  the  new  crop  arrived  at  Fort  William  ter- 
minal elevators  a  few  days  ago,  and  it  is  stated  that  within  10  days 
the  heavy  movement  will  be  well  under  way.  There  appears  to  be 
no  goc»i  basis  for  doubt  as  to  the  ability  ot  the  elevator  and  trans- 
portation facilities  to  handle  the  crop,  unless  serious  congestion  arises 
at  the  Atlantic  ports,  due  to  lack  of  ocean  tpnnage. 

This  latter  point  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  situation,  for  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  for  some  time  past  there  has  been  inadequate  vessel 
tonnage  on  the  coast  even  for  the  ordinary  needs  of  commerce,  and 
the  approaching  necessity  for  taking  care  of  the  export  grain  fur- 
ther complicates  an  already  embarrassing  situation.  This  condition 
has  largely  been  brought  about  by  the  commandeering  for  war  pur- 
poses by  the  Admiralty  of  a  considerable  percentage  of  avai^ble 
British  ships  engaged  in  the  over-seas  trade.  To  relieve  the  situation 
and  to  insure  an  adequate  food  supply  to  the  British  Isles  during  the 
coming  winter,  it  is  understood  nere  that  the  Admiralty  purposes 
releasing  enough  tonnage  to  move  the  Canadian  grain  exports 
promptly  upon  arrival  at  the  seaboard. 

Lake  Freight  Rates — Storage  Charges. 

Shipping  interests  have  suffered  from  very  low  lake  rates  during 
the  first  half  of  the  season,  grain  having  been  carried  from  Fort  Wil- 
liam to  Buffalo  at  a  rate  of  seven-eights  cent  per  bushel,  this  being 
below  the  actual  cost  of  operation.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
higher  rates  which  will  be  offered  from  now  on  will  more  than  com- 
pensate owners  for  the  losses  incurred  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
season.  The  continued  movement  of  ore  from  Superior  ports  to  the 
lower  lakes  at  45  cents  per  ton  has  had  its  effect  on  the  fall  grain  rates 
in  placing  tlie  latter  on  a  very  attractive  level.  Latest  advices  state 
that  grain  rates  for  the  firet  half  of  October  have  been  fixed  at 
2^  cents  per  bushel,  last  half  of  October  3  cents,  and  first  half  of 
November  at  3J  cents,  with  probably  a  higher  rate  for  the  last  few 
cargoes  of  the  navigation  season.    The  rates  for  winter  storage  of 
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grain  in  vessels  is  said  to  hare  been  fixed  at  4  cents  per  bushel,  but 
up  to  the  pres^it  writing  no  contracts  have  actually  been  made  for 
such  storage. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  stated  that  every  available  bottom  on  the 
Great  Lakes  may  reasonably  expect  to  be  busy  for  the  balance  of  the 
navigation  season  and  this  with  very  attractive  charters. 


FEEKANENT  COHKESCIAL  HUSEITK  AT  CALCUTTA. 

[Consul  Oeneral  James  A.  Smith,  Calcutta,  India,  Ang.  7.] 

In  view  of  the  success  which  attended  the  sample  exhibition  of 
goods  imported  from  Grermany  and  Austria-Hungary  and  of  com- 
peting Indian  manufactures  recently  held  at  Calcutta  and  certain 
other  commercial  centers,  the  Government  of  India  have  decided  to 
establish  a  permanent  Commercial  Museum  in  India.  The  museum 
will  be  located  in  Calcutta  and  will  be  attached  to  and  form  part  of 
the  Department  of  Commercial  Intelligence. 

The  collection  of  samples  and  exhibits  will  naturally  take  time,  and 
the  development  of  the  museum  must  necessarily  be  gradual.  It  is 
intended  that  the  museum  should  contain  samples  of  the  principal 
manufactures  imported  into  India  from  all  foreign  countries  with 
which  there  is  any  existing  or  prospective  Indian  competition,  and 
also  representative  samples  of  the  corresponding  Indian  manufac- 
tures. It  will  also  contain  samples  of  goods  marketed  in  foreign 
countries  which  India  might  be  in  a  position  to  supply.  It  is  fur- 
ther intended  to  exhibit'  represent&trve  samples  of  raw  materials 
exported  to  foreign  countries  to  be  reimported  in  manufactured 
form,  as  also  of  raw  materials  which  occur  in  India  but  are  not  at 
present  worked,  although  products  manufactured  from  similar  mate- 
rials are  imported  in  considerable  quantities. 

The  samples  exhibited  will  be  supplemented  by  catalogues  and 
price  lists,  which  will  be  kept  continuously  up  to  date;  by  printed 
statistics,  wherever  possible,  showing  the  extent  of  the  various  mar- 
kets in  India  and  abroad;  and  by  other  information  explanatory  of 
the  details  of  the  trade.  Names  and  addresses  of  firms  dealing  in 
the  various  trades  will  be  maintained  in  the  Commercial  Intelligence 
Department  and  will  be  available  for  the  information  of  buyers  and 
sellers.  It  is  hoped  that  the  museum  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  resources  of  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Department  as  a  bureau 
of  information  and  a  means  of  bringing  manufacturers  and  traders 
together  and  that  it  will  conduce  to  the  development  of  the  natural 
resources  of  the  country. 

Pending  the  selection  of  a  permanent  building  the  museum  will  be 
temporarily  located  in  the  Commerce  and  Industry  Department 
building,  No.  1,  Council  House  Street,  and  arrangements  are  now 
being  made  to  prepare  the  accommodation  required.  All  the  in- 
quiries should  be  sent  to  the  Director  General  of  Commercial  Intelli- 
gence at  that  address.  The  director  general  will  welcome  all  appli- 
cations from  manufacturers  for  the  exhibit  of  samples  of  their  manu- 
factures and  all  information  which  manufacturers  or  dealers  may 
desire  to  communicate.  It  will  be  understood,  however,  that  he  will 
exercise  complete  discretion  as  to  the  samples  which  he  decides  should 
be  exhibited.  No  heavy  or  bulky  articles  will  for  the  present  be 
exhibited. 
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FOBEIOH  TRADE  OPFOBTTTHITIES. 

B«aerTcd  uMnaten  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Barea«  and  Its  braaek  ofl«ea.  SeqtMBt 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  Ale  naaaber  givoi. 

Cortet  ttays.  No.  1S430. — A  report  from  an  American  consul  In  Umgnay  states 
that  the  owner  of  a  large  corset  factory  In  that  country  desires  to  buy 
regularly  a  large  quantity  of  steel  corset  stays.  Literature  from  mann- 
fncturpra  of  other  corset  materials  Is  also  desired.  Samples  of  tbe  stays 
desired  have  been  forwarded  and  may  be  inspected  at  tbe  Bureau  and  its 
branch  offices.  (Kefer  to  file  No.  60033.)  Correspondence  In  Spanish  is 
preferred. 

Agricultural  macMnerv,  chemical  products,  and  dyes.  No.  18431. — ^A  firm  In 
Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  wishes  to  correspond 
with  American  mnnufacturers  of  agricultural,  industrial,  and  electrical 
machinery,  phaniiaoeutieal  products,  and  dyes,  with  a  view  to  representing 
them  on  a  commission  basis.  It  is  stated  that  good  references  can  be 
given.  Catalogues  and  quotations  in  Spanish  are  preferable,  although 
English  way  be  used. 

Insecticides  and  fungicides,  No.  18432. — An  American  consular  offloec  In  South 
Africa  reiwrts  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desire.s  to  receive  by  parcel  post 
samples  of  insecticides  and  fungicides  for  diseases  in  fruit  trees  and  vege- 
tables. Quotations  are  desired  c.  i.  f.  South  African  ports,  if  possible,  for 
cash  against  documents.  It  is  requested  that  a  cable  code  be  arrangeid  in 
case  it  is  desired  to  send  an  order  by  wire. 

Condensed  milk,  overall  cloth,  and  American  prints.  No.  18433. — A  business  man 
in  Central  America  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  is  very 
anxious  to  re|ire.sent  manufacturers  of  condensed  milk,  overall  cloth,  and 
American  prints. 

Peg  wood.  No.  184.34. — A  report  from  an  American  consul  in  Denmaric  states 
that  there  is  a  market  in  that  country  for  American  peg  wood  to  be  used 
in  the  manafnctnre  of  shoe  trees.    Bank  references  are  given. 

Hardware  and  novelties.  No.  18435. — A  firm  in  Spain  requests  an  American  con- 
sular officer  to  place  it  in  communication  with  American  manufacturers  of 
small  hardware  and  novelties.  Catalogues  and  quotations  should  be  in 
Spanish  and  the  terms  clearly  stated. 

Rice,  vegetables,  and  fruits.  No.  1S4,W. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Uruguay 
reports  that  n  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  secure  American  agencies  for 
rice,  vegetables,  and  fruits.  References  are  furnished.  Corre^wndooce 
may  be  in  Kngli.sh. 

Wearing  apparel.  No.  18-137. — A  Arm  In  Brazil  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  obtain  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  other  information 
regarding  women's  wearing  apparel,  e^)ecl ally  white  dress  goods,  children's 
clothing,  and  textiles  used  in  the  manufacture  of  these  articles. 

Cardboard,  No.  18438. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  India  states 
that  a  firm  in  that  country  wishes  to  correspond  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  cardboard  suitable  for  making  railway  tickets.  Samples  of  the 
.  cordbonrd  desired  and  further  information  ma.v  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
•    and  its  branch  offices.     (Refer  to  file  No.  06076.) 

OfUce  supplies.  No.  1S439. — A  manager  of  a  typewriter  company  in  the  TJnited 
Kingdom  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  act  as 
agent  for  American  firms  dealing  in  office  supplies,  such  as  filing  cabinets, 
loose-leaf  binders,  copying  novelties,  and  pai)er  fasteners.  He  particularly 
wishes  to  sell  small  time-saving  devices  retailing  from  $1.82  to  $4.87  on 
a  commission  basis  or  buy  outright.    Bank  references  given. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  18440. — A  firm  in  Italy  wishes  to  correspond  with 
American  manufacturers  of  harvesters,  mowers,  binders,  and  sowers,  ac- 
cording to  a  report  from  a  commercial  agent  of  tliis  Bureau.  The  firm  de- 
sires to  receive  catalogues  and  prices,  with  quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  Xork. 

Qlassware,  icire,  etc..  No.  1S441. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  progressive  importing 
comnii.ssloD  houses  In  New  Zealand  Is  in  this  country  for  the  purpose  of 
maldng  purchases  and  establishing  agency  connections  with  American 
manufacturers  of  glassware,  lamp  chimneys,  lawn  mowers,  ice  chests, 
wringers,  coffee  mills,  lanterns,  wire  netting,  caustic  soda,  cream  of  tartar, 
chloride  of  potash,  and  porous  plasters 
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PhotograpMo  ehemioaU  and  dyettuff$.  No.  18442. — Tbe  Bureau  is  informed  by 
one  of  its  commercial  agents  that  a  representative  of  a  European  firm  has 
recently  arrived  in  this  country  to  purcliase  photographic  chemicals,  such 
as  metol,  hydrochlnol,  hyposulphite,  and  dyestuffs,  especially  blacks.  Ad- 
dress may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices. 

Btrcno,  No.  18443. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a  busi- 
ness man  In  that  country  lias  requested  the  names  of  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  straw  to  be  used  for  making  chair  bottoms.  Cash  against 
documents.  Metric  weights  and  measure  should  be  used.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  German  or  Portuguese.  A  list  of  the  largest  consumers  of  straw 
on  file  at  the  Bureau.  B^iU  information  and  samples  should  also  be  sent 
to  the  American  consulate. 

'Machinery,  No.  18444. — A  report  tiota  an  American  consular  officer  in  Spain 
states  that  a  Government  department  of  Madrid  wishes  to  conmiunlcate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  paper. 

Agricultural  machinery,  bags  for  cereals,  etc..  No.  18445. — A  commission  house 
In  ArgMitlna  desires  to  rec^ve  catalogues  and  quotations  on  agricultural 
machinery,  bags  for  cereals,  sisal  twine,  mineral  oils,  construction  mat^ri&l, 
lumber,  coal,  and  carriages.  An  American  bank  is  given  as  reference. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

OhemicaU  for  hats.  No.  18446. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  reports 
that  a  firm  of  straw-hat  manufacturers  desires  to  communicate  with  Ameri- 
can firms  manufacturing  carbonate  of  potash,  96  and  98  per  cent  pure; 
phosphate  of  soda,  98  and  99  t>er  cent  pure;  oxalic  acid,  and  gelatine  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  The  firm  desires  to  place  orders  from  500  to  1,000  pounds  at  a 
time  for  each  of  these  commodltlea  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f.  Patras. 
Payments  arranged  to  suit  seller.  Corresiwndence  may  be  In  English.  Sam- 
ples of  the  gelatine  are  requested. 

Machinery,  No.  18447. — A  iseport  f rom  am  American  consular  oflicer  In  the  Far 
East  states  that  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  regarding 
machinery  for  manufacturing  toothpicks  is  desired  by  a  business  man  in  his 
district.    Correspondence,  may  be  in  i^ngli^h. 

Copper,  No.  18448. — An  American  constllar  officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that 
no  ofTers  have  been  received  in  connection  with  a  bid  calling  for  200  metric 
tons  of  copper  articles,  the  estimated  value  of  which  is  $77,200.  An  on- 
•  nouucement  of  this  bid  wns  published  as  Confidential  Circular  No.  680, 
and  Foreign  Trade  Opportnnity  No.  16829.  It  Is  suggested  that  American 
manufacturers  transmit  offers  by  cable  without  further  delay.  If  this 
order  can  be  satisfactorily  placed  in  the  United  States,  with  reference  to 
price  and  quality,  it  wiU  doubtless  lead  to  more  and  larger  orders. 

Cement,  cottonseed  oil,  etc..  No.  18449. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  lettep 
stating  that  an  organization  in  the  United  States  desires  to  get  into  com- 
munication with  reliable  manufacturers  supplying  cement,  cottonseed  oil, 
chemical  products,  shoes  for  women,  men,  and  children,  dried  fruits, 
canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  fresh  apples,  and  imitation  jewelry.  .The 
organization  is  promoting  trade  with  all  Latin-American  countries  and  has 
such  inquiries  direct  from  buyers  in  those  countries. 

Madtinery,  No.  18450. — An  American  consul  in  France  submits  a  report  stating 
that  a  firm  dealing  in  industrial  chemical  products  contemplates  building  a 
factory  for  extracting  of  tanning  and  vegetable  dyestuffs  and  desires  to 
receive  offers  from  American  makers  of  extractors. 

Chemicals,  cane,  wire,  etc..  No.  18451. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  re- 
iwrts  that  the  following  articles  are  urgently  required  in  the  Netherlands: 
Hydrochloric  add;  chlorine;  manganese  dioxide,  85  per  cent;  sulphurous 
acid ;  jute  coverings  and  Jute  yams;  cotton  wool  for  the  packing  of  fruit  and 
flowers;  reeds  or  chair  cane;  copper  brushes  for  electric  motors;  copper 
sheets ;  copper  for  the  manufacture  of  printing  blocks ;  steel  wire ;  llnters ; 
combers  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  wool ;  packing  twine ;  and  zinc. 

CMe-peas,  olive  oil,  and  wool.  No.  18452. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  one  of  Its 
commercial  agents  that  a  business  man  in  Spain  desires  to  sell  cblk-peas, 
olive  oil,  and  wool.  He  desires  to  be  advised  as  to  the  price  of  cblk-peas 
pe:  100  kUoB  and  olive  oil  per  Hi  kilos. 
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BEEBISH-WESTFHALIAN  TEXTILE  XABirFACTirREBS. 

(Coiunl  Hearj  C.  A.  Damm,  Alx  U  Chapelle,  GermanT,  Ang.  20.] 

The  principal  purpose  of  the  Cooperative  Association  of  Textile 
Manufacturers  is  that  of  mutual  liability  insurance.  Its  officials  in- 
spect the  appliances  installed  in  the  mills  for  prevention  of  accidents 
to  employees,  and  compensations  for  accidents  incurred  for  which 
the  employers  are  liable  are  paid  by  the  association. 

The  assets  of  the  association  at  the  end  of  the  year  1914  were 
$735,062,  of  which  $693,714  constitute  the  reserve  frmd,  and  the  re- 
mainder consists  of  real  estate,  bank  balance,  and  working  capital. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  1913  totaled  $224,045,  derived  from  the 
membership  dues,  interest  on  reserve  fund,  rent  from  real  estate, 
fines  and  penalties.  The  expenditures  for  the  year  1913  reached 
$223,507,  including  $180,803  paid  as  compensations  in  cases  of  acci- 
dents. Other  expenses  were  for  conducting,  investigations  in  cases 
of  accidents,  inspection  of  safety  appliances  in  the  mills,  salaries  of 
officials,  office  expenses,  taxes. 

The  association,  with  its  headquarters  at  Muenchen-Gladbach, 
had,  during  1914,  a  membership  of  2,850  concerns,  as  against  2,954 
in  1913,  which  engaged  144,659  employees,  as  against  157,888  in 
1913.  The  Duesseldorf  section  had  a  membership  of  121  ccmcems 
with  10,653  employees;  Muenchen-Gladbach,  342  with  32,829;  Elbcr- 
feld,  227  with  10,024;  Barmen,  1,499  with  25,992;  Lennep,  109  with 
11,910;  Aix  la  Chapelle,  293  with  22,797;  Muenster,  259  concerns 
with  30,454  employees.  During  the  year  1914  there  were  paid  in 
wages  $31,196,162,  as  against  $36,207,476  the  previous  year.  The 
average  wage  per  employee,  including  females  and  minors,  was 
$217.30  which  is  slightly  less  than  the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 
As  compensation  for  accidents  to  employees  $180,366  was  paid  in 
1914;  2,221  accidents  were  reported,  13  of  which  resulted  in  death. 


SWEDISH  DETACHABLE  HOTOBS  BECOMDrG  FOPVLAB. 

[Chargd  d'Affnlres  Jefferson  Caffeiy,  American  Legation,  Stockbolm,  Aug.   13.] 

So  popular  has  the  Swedish-made  outboard  (detachable)  motor 
become  m  this  Kingdom  and  so  high  a  place  has  it  won  for  itself 
in  the  esteem  of  local  users  that  manufacturers  no  longer  fear  for- 
eign competition.  The  prices  of  the  motors  of  2  and  2^  horsepower 
range  between  $94  and  $107. 

In  spite  of  the  bad  times  the  demand  is  great.  It  is  not  at  all 
unusual  for  a  firm  to  have  a  thousand  motors  in  stock,  and  no  one 
seems  afraid  that  the  price  will  drop  because  of  an  overproduction. 
The  Swedish  motors  have  been  tried  in  foreign  countries,  and  it  is 
expected  here  that  they  will  become  a  popular  article  for  export. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

Kew  York.  Room  409  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  752  Oliver  Bnlldinc; 
Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnllding;  St.  lK)nis,  402  TMrd  National  Bank  Bnlldiac; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bnlldine;  New  Orleans,  1*20  Hibernla  Bank  Balldlntr;  8** 
Francisco,  306  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  Buildiac.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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SWEDISH  INVENTOBT  OF  aSAIN. 

[Charge  d'Airairca  Jefferson  Calfery,  American  Legation,  Stocldiolm,  Aug.  27.] 

The  Government  of  Sweden  has  decided  to  make  an  inventory  of 
-all  the  grain  in  the  country,  and  the  farmers  are  directed  to  hand  in 
lists  of  their  supplies  of  grain  on  hand  before  September  15.  The 
Bureau  of  Statistics  annoimces  that  the  inventory  will  be  completed 
by  September  25  next. 

CONSULAR  TKASE  COlIFEBEirCES. 

Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  of  Calgary,  Canada,  will  be  in  the 
United  States  on  leave  of  absence  until  about  October  10,  1915.  He 
will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  concerning  trade  in  the 
Canadian  Northwest;  he  also  has  a  fund  of  information  concerning 
Formosa,  where  he  was  formerly  stationed.  Consul  Keat  will  be  in 
Chicago  until  September  29  at  Medina  Temple,  care  P.  K.  Wilson 
&  Co.,  and  may  be  addressed  October  1-4,  care  Col.  T.  J.  Keenan, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  October  1-8,  care  Consolidated  Stock  Exchange, 
New  York. 

COTTON  FBEIOHT  BATES  TO  JAPAN. 

[Extract  from  Japan  Times  of  Aug.  24,  by  Consul  General  George  H.  Scldmore, 

Yokohama.] 

It  is  learned  that  the  Government  has  granted,  under  date  of 
August  21,  leave  to  raise  freight  rates  on  American  cotton  from  40 
cents  per  picul  (30  cents  per  100  pounds)  to  50  cents  per  picul  (37^ 
cents  per  100  poimds)  to  the  three  mail  steamship  comj^anies  running 
trans-I*acific  services.  Perhaps  the  reported  retirement  of  the  Pacific 
Mail  liners  from  the  line  has  induced  the  authorities  to  hurry  up  the 
decision  on  this  question  of  such  importance  to  spinning  circles. 

t776*-l3  1489 
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oovebuceft  of  fobtuoai  takes  oyex  wheat  chop. 

[Coaaol  G«aeial  W.  U  Lovrie,  liaiioB,  Bevt  10.] 

In  order  to  regulate  the  supply  and  price  of  bread,  the  GoTem- 
ment  of  Portugal  has  taken  over  the  entire  wheat  crop  of  the  coontrj 
and  has  authorized  the  importation  of  7,348,667  bushels  of  fomgn 
wheat  (see  Comuercb  Repobts  for  August  4, 1915)  through  the  fl^ 
Department.  All  flour  mills  in  the  country  are  required  to  fumisji 
to  the  public  and  bakers  three  types  of  flour  at  prices  not  exceeding 
16,  9.6.  and  8.3  centavos  (70  centavos  equals  $1  at  present  exchange) 
per  kilo  (2.2  pounds).  The  exportation  of  wheat  is  forbidden  and 
all  supplies  of  the  cereal  on  hand  must  be  reported  to  the  Govern- 
ment under  penalty  of  conflscation  or  'fine  for  failure  to  do  so.  For- 
eign wheat  imported  by  the  Government  mu^  be  accepted  and  paid 
for  by  the  mills  at  the  price  of  8.7  centavos  c.  i.  f .  Lisbon,  Oporto,  or 
the  capitals  of  the  insular  districts.  In  order  to  guarantee  thfe  snp- 
ily  of  bread,  the  Government  may  increase  these  prices  if  necessary. 
_n  the  event  that  a  mill  refxises  to  operate  with  foreign  wheat  at  the 
fixed  price,  the  Government  may  take  it  over  to  be  managed' by  the 
Manuten^ao  Militar. 

Bakeries  are  required  to  furnish  tiiree  t^pes  of  bread  at  fixed 
prices,  and  the  Government  may  order  additional  types  if  the  neces- 
sity occurs. 

In  order  to  induce  fanners  to  make  additional  efforts  for  a  larger 
yield  of  wheat  in  the  next  harvest  year,  the  Government  is  authorized 
to  offer  20  premiams  of  $400  each  and  20  of  $100  each  for  the  beat 
production  from  20  and  5  hectares  (49.42  and  12.35  acres). 

An  appropriation  is  authorized  of  $50,000  for  the  establishment  of 
a  School  oi  ■  Agriculture  and  for  the  purchase  of  the  necessary 
equipment. 

The  Government  is  authorized  to  take  action  to  prevent  speculation 
in  fertilizers,  of  which  Portugal  imports  100,000  tons  annually 
(heretofore  largely  from  Germany,  France,  and  En^and). 


I 


BECOUES  LABGEST  FEIYATE  6HIF0WHIHO  COMPAHY. 

(Amerieaa  CommercbLl  Attadi<  A.  H.  Baldwin,  London,  Bqpt.  2.] 

The  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  announces  that  an  important 
shipping  deal  has  been  completed  between  the  two  firms  of  Briti^ 
shipowners,  Messrs.  Alfred  Holt  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  T.  B.  Royden  & 
Co.  Holt  &  Co.  have  acquired  from  Royden  &  Co.  their  fleet  of 
Indra  liners,  seven  in  number,  which  run  between  New  York  and 
the  Far  East,  and  the  transaction  is  of  vast  importance  in  further 
strengthening  British  shipping  interests  in  the  Far  East. 

The  names  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  are:  Indra,  5,718  tons; 
Indradeo,  5,359  tons;  Indraghiri,  5,723  tons;  Indrakuata,  5,691  tons; 
Indrasamha,  5,197  tons;  Indrawadi,  6,194  tons;  and  Inverdyde, 
4,395  tons. 

Holt  &  Co.  now  become  probably  the  largest  private  shipowning 
company  in  the  world,  having  about  80  ships,  ranging  from  4,000  to 
over  14,000  tons,  most  of  which  are  engaged  in  the  Far  Eastern  trade. 
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EABVESima  OF  OBAFES  IN  CHAMFAGirE  BISTBICT. 

(Consul  WllUam  Bardel,  Epemay,  Ftance,  Sept.  9.] 

The  harvesting  of  grapes  in  the  Champagne  district  is  about  to 
commence,  10  days  or  2  weeks  earlier  than  in  normal  seasMis.  The 
advance  in  the  development  of  the  vines,  brought  about  by  fine 
weather  in  the  later  part  of  spring  and  the  early  part  of  summer, 
has  been  maintained.  Unfortunately,  however,  adverse  climatic  con- 
ditions, such  as  showers  accompanied  by  hail,  have  lately  brought 
with  them  mildew  and  phylloxera,  and  these,  together  with  the 
extraordinary  development  of  the  cochylis,  which  has  recently  com- 
menced its  attacks  in  all  vineyards,  have  greatly  diminished  the  pros- 
pects for  the  abundant  crop  of  grapes  predicted  in  a  report  from 
this  consulate  published  in  CIommebce  Keports  for  July  7.  There 
were  at  that  time  reasonable  prospects  for  a  harvest  of  at  least 
600,000  hectoliters  (15,850,230  gallons)  of  wine;  it  is  now  estimated 
that  it  will  not  exceed  350,000  hectoliters  (9,245,968  gallons). 

As  to  quality,  little  can  be  prophesied  at  this  moment,  but  the 
general  expectation  is  that  this  year  will  furni^  a  remarkably  good 
wine.  The  wine  growers,  not  being  able  to  deliver  the  greater  part 
of  their  last  year's  wine  to  the  manufacturers,  have  much  of  last 
year's  product  still  in  the  barrels.  Since  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  add  this  year's  wine  to  that  of  last  year  under  the  same  condi- 
tions, a  great  scarcity  of  tonnage  had  to  be  overcome.  By  drawing 
against  the  stock  of  these  receptacles  in  the  possession  of  wine 
growers  in  the  south  of  France,  it  is  now  expected  that  this  diffi- 
culty is  settled.  The  wines  of  1914  and  1915  are  believed  to  be  very 
fine,  but  it  will  probably  be  a  long  time  before  they  can  be  started  on 
their  way  to  become  champagne  by  being  placed  in  bottles. 

NEW  WOI^  ON  SOUTH  AUEBICAN  FmANCIAL  APFAISS. 

A  new  publication  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce,  which  should  be 
of  a  high  degree  of  interest  to  all  who  are  giving  attention  to  the 
problem  of  the  extension  of  our  trade  abroad.  It  is  entitled  "  Finan- 
cial Developments  in  South  American  Countries,"  and  reviews,  in 
about  40  pages  of  a  very  clear  and  forcefid  style,  the  situation  as 
regards  the  currency,  the  money  market,  the  principal  banks,  and  the 
general  condition  of  business  in  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Chile, 
Peru,  and  Uruguay  during  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Especial  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  results  of  the  European  war 
and  the  measures  taken  oy  the  various  governments,  financial  insti- 
tutions, and  commercial  commuiiities  to  meet  the  situation  thus 
created. 

The  author  of  this  publication  is  Mr.  William  H.  Lough,  vice 
president  of  the  Alexander  Hamilton  Institute,  who  has  recwitly 
made  a  trip  through  the  countries  treated.  Bankers,  manufacturers, 
and  exporters  who  wish  to  obtain  definite  and  up-to-date  information 
with  regard  to  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  South  America  as  to 
credit  extension,  government  finances,  currency  conversion,  emer- 
gency measures,  and  prospective  changes  and  reforms  should  by  all 
meons  acquaint  themselves  with  the  contents  of  this  book.  It  is  to 
be  had  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  price  of  5  cents. 
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B&ABFOBD  SHIFIISHTS  TO  THE  VHITSD  StATEB. 

tCoBsnl  Aasmtna  B.  Insram,  Bradford,  Eteglaiid,  Sept.'  0.] 

Declared  exports  to  the  United  States  through  the  Bradford  con- 
sular district  during  August,  1915,  amounted  to  $1,470,049;  compared 
with  $2^65,980  in  August,  1914.  Raw  wool  amounted  to  $261,600,  the 
bulk  being  carpet  wools,  the  embargo  on  cross-bred  wool  still  being 
in  full  force  [although  a  concession  was  noted  in  Commerce  Refobts 
for  Sept.  21] ;  in  August  last  year  wool  shipments  totaled  $626429. 

Mohair  was  shipped  in  larger  (Quantities  than  at  any  time  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  the  total  being  $804,255 ;  it  is  therefore  evident 
that  the  relative  cheapness  of  this  raw  material,  together  with  the 
difficulty  of  getting  wool,  is  causing  it  to  be  used  in  the  United  States 
80  far  as  possible  as  a  substitute.  This  is  also  shown  by  the  fact  that 
for  the  last  three  months  shipments  of  mohair  tops  have  been^piade 
in  fairly  large  quantities,  which  is  a  comparatively  new  itemi*  (In 
this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  an  auction  sale  of  itiohair 
was,  in  London  on  September  8,  the  first  auction  of  mohair  which 
has  taken  place  in  this  country  since  July,  1908.  It  is  reported, 
however,  that  "the  abstention  of  buyers  from  Bradford,  the  chief 
center  or  the  mohair  industry,  rendered  the  auction  lifeless.")  Wool 
noils  and  waste  were  also  largely  shipped  to  the  United  States  from 
this  district  last  month,  but  no  wool  tops  were  sent  owing  to  the 
embargo,  and  wool  yams  showed  for  the  same  reason  a  big  falling 
off  as  compared  with  last ;year.  ,,.       ,, 

Worsted  cloths,  wooleiis,  and  wool  dress  goods  also  showed  a  con- 
siderable decrease  not  only  as  compared  with  last  year  but  also  with 
recent  months.  The  American  demand  is  far  below  normal,  wjth  an, 
unwillingness  to  pay  the  high  Bradford  prices  for  wool  goods. 
Shipments  of  cotton,  cloths,  largely  of  linings,  also  show  a  decline  as 
compared  with  last  year,  though  prices  have  not  advanced  as  for 
wool  fabrics.  Spun  silk  yams  continue  to  be  shipped  in  fairly  large 
quantities,  the  total  for  August  being  $77,176. 


NEW  GOLD  FIELD  DT  NOKTHEBN  ONTABIO. 

[Consal  Henry  P.  Starrett,  Fort  WllUam,  Canada,  Sept.  0.] 

Reports  reached  here  yesterday  of  an  important  gold  strike  on  the 
Kow  Kash  River,  a  few  miles  north  of  Nipigon,  district  of  Thunder 
Bay,  Ontario.  The  mining  recorder  of  this  district  states  that  this 
discovery  is  the  most  important  development  in  gold  prospecting  ever 
reported  in  this  section.  Twenty-two  claims  along  the  river  have 
already  been  located  and  recorded,  and  it  is  stated  that  more  than 
600  prospectors  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  new  field. 

No  assay  of  the  mineral  has  as  yet  been  made,  but  a  mining  eixpert 
(Mr.  Norman  C.  Pearce,  of  the  Sunday  World  of  Toronto)  who  has 
just  returned  from  the  region  reports  that  the  quartz  is  very  rich  in 
gold.    He  further  states: 

The  country  is  Keewatin  rock  and  the  claims  are  being  staked  on  bdts  ot 
porphyry,  chlorltic  schist,  and  dlabasa  There  are  Intmsives  <rf  basalt  occnrrinc 
In  something  the  same  way  as  In  the  Monroe  Township  (Ontario),  who*  the 
richest  gold  in  Canada  has  been  taken  ont  during  the  last  two  months.  The 
veins  are  quartz  and  schist,  the  ore  In  some  of  them  being  Blmilar  to  tbat  in  the 
higher  levels  of  the  HolUnger  mina 
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PROMOTES  innFOKHITT  IN  STATISTICS  OF  CITIES. 

The  possibilities  of  cooperation  between  the  National  Government 
and  the  cities  of  the  country  in  producing  statistics  of  value  to  both 
are  illustrated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  comptroller  of  Baltimore 
for  1914,  just  issued. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  established  uniform 
municipal-expenditure  classifications  in  publishing  its  statistics  of 
cities,  and  these  classifications  have  been  adopted  by  the  Baltimore 
comptroller  in  making  his  report  for  the  year.  The  Maryland  city 
is  in  this  respect  coincided  with  the  same  course  that  has  been  adopted 
by  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  its  financial  reports,  and  in  following  the  lead 
of  the  United  States  Government  such  cities  are  laying  the  founda- 
tion for  a  uniform  accounting  system  which  promises  exceptional 
opportunities  to  make  the  work  of  the  municipal  departments  con- 
tribute to  the  growing  store  of  facts  relating  to  cities  gathered  by  the 
Uniteid  States  Government. 

It  is  pointed  out  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  that  if  all  the  cities 
adopted  the  uniform  classifications  the  combined  results  would  con- 
stitute a  census  of  the  country  in  this  class  of  statistics,  produced 
simply  by  combining  the  official  annual  reports  of  all  the  cities.  This 
would  mean  prompt,  frequent,  and  economical  gathering  of  such 
facts. 

The  Baltimore  report  states,  in  explanation  of  the  work  done,  that 
its  summary  of  the  budgetary  statement  of  the  finances  of  all  depart- 
ments of  the  city  for  1914  is  "  classified  under  the  10  various  func- 
tions of  city  government  in  accordance  with  the  uniform  municipal- 
expenditure  classifications  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
as  published  in  '  Statistics  of  Cities.' " 

TTNSIOKED  LETTERS  DETRIMENTAL  TO  TRADE. 

IConsul  General  h.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  Jalj  22.] 

Unsigned  business  letters  from  American  firms  which  have  been 
received  here  are  criticized  by  the  Chilean  recipients,  and  their  criti- 
cisms have  been  confirmed  by  the  increasing  proportion  of  letters 
coming  to  this  consulate  general  without  signatures. 

The  comments  that  have  been  heard  apply  to  three  classes — letters 
asking  for  information,  letters  of  acknowledgment,  and  those  making 
business  offers.  It  is  unlikely  that  a  letter  of  the  third  class,  un- 
signed, would  inspire  much  confidence  here,  as  the  conclusion  would 
naturally  be  drawn  that  it  had  received  purely  perfimctory  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  writer,  or  had  been  written  by  some  one  who  had 
no  authority  to  sign  it. 

Aji  unsigned  offer  of  sale  creates  an  impression  similar  to  that 
which  was  produced  several  years  ago,  when  numerous  letters  were 
sent  out  by  business  houses  in  the  United  States  conspicuously 
stamped :  "  Dictated,  but  not  reread." 

Similar  complaint  regarding  the  sending  of  trade  letters  from  the 
United  States  without  signatures  was  received  from  the  consulate  at 
Hankow,  China,  in  a  communication  published  in  Commerce  Repokts 
for  June  11, 1915.  It  was  then  stated  that  the  practice  was  invariably 
construed  by  foreign  merchants  as  a  sign  that  the  American  houses 
involved  lacked  any  real  interest  in  the  possible  sale  of  their  gooda 
abroad. 
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801CE  COAL-KISE  FKOPHS:  SOITTH  WAXES  TTELD. 

[Consul  Lofln  A.  Latbiop,  GudUT.  Walca,  Anc.  2«.} 

Certain  collieries  have  held  statutory  annual  meeting  and  hare 
issued  reports  of  financial  results  for  the  booness  year  July  1,  Idl^ 
to  June  30,  1915, 
Insoles,  Limited. 

Ordinary  shares,  $876,000;  preference  Aares,  $292,000;  bonded 
debt,  $182,500;  total  stocks  and  bonds,  $1,350,500. 

Average  annual  coal  production,  80iO,000  tons  of  2,240  pounds;  for 
the  year  July,  1914-June,  1915,  545,000  tons.  The  falling  off  is  at-, 
tributed  to  cessation  of  business  at  the  opening  of  war  and  subseqnoit 
shortage  of  labor  through  enlistment.  Net  profit,  1914-15j  $158,- 
500.  Dividend  on  ordinary  shares,  10  per  cent.  Profits  in  four 
previous  years:  1911,  $142,000:  dividend,  10  per  cent;  1912,  $108/)00; 
dividend,  10  per  cent;  1913,  $264,500;  dividend,  20  per  cenfe  1914, 
$125,000;  dividend,  6  per  cent  The  profit  per  ton  raised  It^  year 
appears  to  have  been  $0.29 ;  the  year  before,  about  $0.15. 
The  FerahlU  CoUierlct,  limited. 

This  company  has  issued  5  per  c^it  b^Hids  to  the  value  of  $730,000; 
7  per  cent  preference  shares,  $486,500;  coBunon  stock,  $486,d()0.  Its 
average  production  is  between  600X)00  and  700j000  tons  per  annum. 
Its  profit  for  the  year  July,  1914-June,  1915,  was  $191,000,  and  the 
dividend  paid  was  at  the  rate  of  16  per  cent,  tiie  same  as  in  1911, 1912, 
and  1913;  but  the  dividend  for  the  year  1913-14  was  at  the  rate  •f 
10  per  cent.  The  reduction  for  that  year  is  stat^  by  the  chairman  to 
have  been  made  frtm  cauticm,  in  view  of  possible  financial  stringency 
rather  than  from  inability  to  maintain 'the  average. ' 

The  output  for  the  year  1914-15  fell  to  650,000  tons,  owing  to  labor 
shortage  through  the  enlistment  of  30  per  cent  of  employees.    The 

Erofit  of  $191,000  for  last  year  compares  with  $156,000  for  the  year 
efore,  and  this  increased  profit  of  $35,000  was  earned  oa  an  output 
reduced  by  118,000  tons.  The  profit  per  ton  raised  in  1913-14 
appears  to  have  been  $0.23;  in  1914-15,  $0.34. 

The  Windsor  Steam  Cool  Coapaay,  limited. 

Stock  and  bonded  debt,  $1,900,000.  Average  annual  output, 
800,000  tons;  last  year,  420,000  tons.    Net  profit,  $208,000. 

This  company  has  paid  no  dividends  m  its  history,  but  Itas  ex- 
pended large  sums  on  development  work.  It  has  paid  off  this  year 
final  arrears  of  preference  dividends,  and  can  henceforth  apply 
profits  to  dividends  on  common  stock.  It  has  lost  36  per  cent  of  its 
employees  through  enlistment,  but  the  output  has  not  been  corre- 
spondmgly  reduced.  Kesults  show  a  profit  of  50  cents  per  ton 
produced. 
The  Kaln  Colliery  Company,  limited. 

The  capital  of  the  company  is  represented  by  5,000  cumulative  and 
participating  preference  shares  of  $48.66  each,  $243,300;  10/)00 
$48.66  ordinary  shares,  $486,600;  10,000  $48.66  ordinary  shares 
($38.93  paid),  $389,300;  total,  $1^19,200, 

The  profit  for  the  year  July,  1914-June,  1915,  amounted  to 
$105,500,  $41,360  being  placed  to  reserves  for  developments  and  re- 
newals, $17,030  to  steamship  insurance  and  depreciation  reserve,  and 
$24,330  to  depreciation  of  property,  leaving  a  net  profit  of  $S^780. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMHEBCE  BBPORTS.  1495 

This  sum  was  carried  forward  and  the  dividend  on  the  ordinary 
shares  was  passed.  The  company  has  paid  6  per  cent  on  these  for 
30me  years  past. 

SmPPUTG  LrSTES  OUT  OP  PTIGET  SOTJITO. 

[Commercial  Asent  W.  B.  Henderson,  Seattle,  Wash.,  Sept.  11.] 

In  addition  to  the  five  regular  lines  operating  out  of  Puget  Sound 
to  the  Orient,  three  to  European  countries,  via  Panama  Canal,  and 
two  to  Australia,  Puget  Sound  frequently  adds  new  lines  which  give 
the  ports  of  this  coast  much  better  shipping  facilities.  The  "  tramp 
charters"  operating  out  of  Puget  Sound  in  the  oriental,  European, 
and  Atlantic-Pacific  trade  seem  to  be  on  the  increase,  and  despite 
the  tremendous. advance  in  charter  rates  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  the  fleet  under  contract  to  carry  grain  from  Puget  Sound  and 
Columbia  Eiver  points  the  present  season  shows  little  or  no  loss  in 
net  tonnage  as  compared  with  the  fleet  under  charter  last  year  at 
this  time. 

The  fleet  already  under  charter  this  season  numbers  46  vessels, 
most  of  which  are  sailing  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
101,677.  Last  year  at  this  time  it  was  104,171  in  tonnage,  and  in 
1913,  62,731.  All  but  three  of  the  shi{>s  chartered  to  date  will  carry 
grain  from  Puget  Sound  and  Columbia  River  points  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  Two  vessels  will  load  for  Australia  and  one  for  South 
Africa. 

Notwithstanding  this  fleet  is  nearly  the  same  in  number  and  ton- 
nage as  last  year,  the  rates  are  more  than  double — as,  for  instance, 
last  year  the  charters  accepted  rates  from  this  coast  to  the  United 
Kingdom  on  grain  at  28  to  30  shillings  ($6.81  to  $7.30).  This  year 
the  lowest  rate  is  67  shillings  6  pence  ($16.41),  and  but  two  ships 
were  secured  at  that  figure.  Twenty-six  vessels  of  the  present  fleet 
have  been  chartered  at  80  shillings  ($19.46)  and  some  few  as  high 
as  90  shillings  ($21.90).  In  one  instance  rates  were  97  shillings  6 
pence  ($23.72),  with  an  option  of  100  shillings  ($24.33)  to  France. 

There  are  likewise  better  shipping  facilities  in  store  for  the  west 
coast .  of  South  America  if  all  plans  succeed.  The  Norwegian 
freighter  Sinoloa,  which  is  to  engage  in  the  Seattle-West  Coast  South 
American  trade,  arrived  in  this  port  from  Anchorage,  Cook  Inlet, 
this  week.  It  is  owned  by  a  San  Francisco  firm  which  announces  that 
the  ship  will  operate  regularly  in  the  South  American  trade  out  of 
Seattle  in  connection  with  its  companion  vessel  Baja  CaJifomia. 

Two  prominent  Portland  transportation  men  (names  on  file  here) 
were  in  this  office  this  week  and  announced  that  they  have  a  company 
in  the  formative  state  which  will  put  a  large  fleet  in  operation  be- 
tween Puget  Sound,  Columbia  River,  and  the  west  coast  of  South 
America  to  handle  lumber  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

In  addition  to  the  above  improvements  and  prospective  improve- 
ments in  the  shipping  facilities  to  all  the  ports  of  this  section,  the 
Edison  Light,  of  the  C.  H.  Sprague  &  Son's  Line  from  Boston  to 
Seattle,  which  was  announced  m  CoJiMEncE  Reports  some  weeks  ago, 
reached  this  port  a  few  days  since.  There  are  now  two  vessels  operat- 
ing in  this  new  Atlantic-Pacific  line,  to  which,  as  announced  by  the 
agent  for  the  company,  as  soon  as  business  justifies  it  new  steamers 
will  be  added. 
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FAS  EA8TESN  FLOUB  fOTtTATIOV. 

[Consul  General  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Aug.  10.1 

What  the  current  year  is  to  mean  for  American  millers  interested 
in  the  Far  Eastern  trade  is  problematical.  While  lower  prices  in 
the  United  States  have  made  a  little  business  possible  in  the  past 
few  weeks,  the  new  crop  situation  on  the  whole  is  not  such  as  to 
pr(»nise  much  trade  in  this  direction,  and  the  buying  power  of 
Chinese  consumers  in  South  China  is  at  low  ebb  because  of  gaxati 
trade  conditons.  The  imports  of  flour  into  Hongkong  for  the  first 
half  of  the  current  fiscal  year  amounted  to  1,204,166  bags,  as  com- 
pared with  2,543,815  bags'  in  the  first  half  of  last  year,  of  which 
327,605  bags  were  Canadian.  Of  the  imports  this  year  1,152,260 
bags  were  from  the  United  States  and  51,906  bags  were  from 
Canada.  The  general  trade  situation,  of  coui-se,  affected  Cuiadian 
shipments  materially,  but  the  chief  cause  of  the  falling  off  in-ship- 
ments  of  the  Canadian  pi-oduct  seems  to  be  in  the  fact  that  the  e»ecial 
transportation  facilities  which  made  the  import  of  a  largely  in- 
creased proportion  of  the  Hongkong  supply  last  year  from  Canada 
Eossible  are  not  now  available.  Stocks  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
aif  year  in  Hongkong  amounted  to  550,000  bags,  as  compared  with 
800,000  bags  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Australia  has  been  practically  out  of  the  market  in  south  Asia  f<x 
some  time.  Shipments  of  flour  from  Australia  have  been  to  Great 
Britain  only,  and  the-  supply  of  grain  in  Australia  has  been  so  short 
that  certain  shipments  of  grain  were  imported  to  meet  contracts. 

With  Australia  out  of  the  market  American  flour  has  been  going 
into  the  Straits  Settlements  and  l^ialay  States,  Siam,  Java,  Sumatra, 
and  the  East  Indies  generally  much  more  freely  than  usual  and  the 
indications  are  that  there  will  be  considerable  trade  for  American 
flour  in  that  part  of  the  world  this  year.  This  trade  at  present  is 
handled  almost  exclusively  through  Hongkong.  The  flour  is  dipped 
here  for  transshipment  and  the  sales  are  financed  through  Hongkong. 
The  machinery  of  the  trade  is  here,  while  on  the  other  hand  Ameri- 
can exporters  are  not  so  closely  in  touch  with  Singapore,  Batavia, 
and  other  importers  and  find  it  advantageous  to  deal  through  Hong- 
kong because  of  that  fact. 

The  freight  situation  has,  of  course,  interfered  with  all  this  trade 
materially  not  only  in  the  high  freight  rates  out  which  have  in- 
creased the  price  Iiere  and  thus  reduced  consumption  but  also  in 
the  coast  rates  which  have  increased  the  cost  to  coast  consumers. 
There  also  has  been  the  difficulty  of  securing  space  for  cargo,  de- 
laying sliipments  and  increasing  warehouse  charges. 

Shipments  of  Chinese  flour  from  Shanghai  have  been  cutting  into 
the  trade  in  this  field  not  only  in  the  coast  ports  but  even  is  ship- 
ments to  the  south.  The  Chinese  flour  is  of  no  better  quality  than 
it  has  been  in  previous  years  but  it  comes  cheaper  than  the  imported 
flour  and  cheapness  controls  where  the  article  offered  at  the  lower 
fate  can  be  made  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  Chinese  consumers. 

Present  indications  are  that  initial  buying  of  the  new  crop  in  the 
United  States  for  this  market  will  be  far  Below  the  usual  volume. 
Business  is  likely  to  be  on  a  hand-to-mouth  basis  for  some  time  unless 
tliere  is  a  marked  drop  in  American  prices.  Dealers  in  Hongkong 
have  not  had  a  good  half  year,  most  of  them  baying  oonsi<kri^w 
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quantities  of  flour  at  high  prices  and  selling  on  the  decline.  They 
will  take  new  business  only  on  a  restricted  scale  at  best  so  long  as 
present  conditions  continue. 

SHOBTAOE  OF  7H0T0OBAFHIC  SUPPLIES  AT  H0TTIH6HAM. 

(Consul  C.  U.  Hitch  and  Vice  CodsoI  Lero;  Weber,  Notttogham,  England,  Aug.  9.] 

This  market  offers  at  present  a  good  opportunity  for  the  sale 
of  all  kinds  of  phot<^aphic  supplies,  chemicals,  ana  sundries.  In 
the  past  local  dealers  obtained  a  large  proportion  of  this  class  of 
goods  from  Continental  nations,  which  are  now,  because  of  the  war, 
unable  to  sell  in  this  market. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  with  raw  paper,  used  as  a  basis  for 
photographic  purposes,  and  also  cardboard  used  for  mounting  pur- 
poses. There  is  a  marked  shortage  of  these  articles,  the  greater  part 
of  the  supply  previously  used  in  this  market  having  been  of  French 
and  German  manufacture.  Prices  have  risen  from  15  per  cent  up, 
with  no  guaranty  of  delivery. 

Glass  plates,  which  in  the  past  were  furnished  to  this  market 
principally  by  Belgian  manufacturers,  have  increased  in  price  fuUy 
25  per  cent.  These  plates  (6J  by  4f )  are  at  present  being  returned 
to  some  of  the  English  manufacturers  after  they  have  been  used. 
They  are  then  put  through  a  recoating  process  and  sold  again  to  the 
trade. 
Flaih-Ught  Powder— DU&cnlty  in  SecvrlBg:  Chemicals. 

Flash-light  powder  is  not  much  used  here  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  and  for  this  reason  local  dealers  have  not  felt  the 
shortage  of  this  article  to  any  great  extent.  Since  practically  aU  of 
this  powder  has  ordinarily  beai  obtained  from  Germany,  however, 
it  is  expected  that  when  the  demand  increases  during  the  autumn 
and  winter  months  the  price  will  rise  accordingly.    - 

The  British  Government  has  found  it  desirable  to  utilize  for  mili- 
tary purposes  the  bulk  of  the  chemicals  used  in  this  countrv,  and 
dealers  in  photographic  supplies  have  experienced  great  difcculty 
in  securing;  necessary  chemicals.  This  is  especially  the  case  with 
hyposulphite  of  soda,  which  has  risen  from  2  to  10  cents  per  pound 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  Where  dealers  in  the  past  bought  by 
the  cask  they  are  now  obliged  to  content  themselves  with  a  few 
pounds  at  a  time. 

The  method  of  packing  employed  by  American  manufacturers  is 
considered  satisfactory  to  local  purchasers.  The  terms  of  sale  vary 
according  to  purchaser  and  amount  of  purchase. 

[Names  of  the  principal  denlers  In  photographic  supplies,  chemicals,  sondrleB, 
etc..  In  Nottingham  may  bo  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  65218.] 


SALE  OF  CAITAOIAH  WOOL. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Rent,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Sept  9.1 

In  a  report  from  this  consulate  in  Commerce  Reports  for  August 
17,  1915,  concerning  a  sale  of  wool  conducted  by  the  Alberta  Sheep 
Breeders'  Association,  the  average  price  of  95,490  pounds  of  wool 
purchased  by  a  Boston  firm  was  stated  as  22.77  cents  per  pound 
instead  of  27.77  cents. 
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YAIUE  or  ALASKA  FISHEBIES  TIELD  AT  HIOEEST  MARX. 

The  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  dealing  with  Alaska  fisheries 
and  fur  industries  in  1914  shows  that  while  the  total  investment  in 
the  industry  in  that  Territory  decreased  $8,673  in  1914  from  the 
amount  shown  the  preceding  year,  and  while  the  number  of  persons 
engaged  was  21,200,  compared  with  21,721  in  1913,  the  total  value  of 
the  products  in  1914  was  $21,242,975,  as  a^inst  $15,739,068  in  1913, 
an  increase  in  1914  of  $5,503,907  to  the  highest  point  ever  reached. 
The  pronounced  increase  in  value  of  products,  the  bureau  says,  was 
due  to  the  large  pack  of  red  salmon  and  the  high  price  commanded 
by  all  species  of  canned  salmon.  The  investment  for  1914  was 
$37,038,632. 

"  One  of  the  best  methods  of  meeting  a  threatened  decrease  in  the 
supply  of  salmon  or  other  fishes,"  says  the  bureau,  "is  by  closing 
streams  or  waters  to  conmiercial  filing,  so  that  the  natural  spawnii^ 
groimds  will  not  be  disturbed  or  encroached  upon  by  fishermen.  This 
means  of  conserving  the  rich  fishery  resources  of  Alaska  has  been 
adopted  with  success  in  a  number  of  instances  and  is  looked  upon 
with  favor  by  the  fishing  interests  most  vitally  concerned,  as  limita- 
tions along  this  line  are  recognized  as  being  essential  at  times  to  safe- 
guard the  industry." 

Waters  mentioned  as  closed  to  commercial  fishing  in  1914  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  in  pursuance  of  this  policy,  are  Wood 
and  Nushagak  Rivers,  in  western  Alaska;  in  central  Alaska,  all 
streams  flowing  into  Cook  Inlet,  Eyak  Lake,  and  a  limitaticm  on  fil- 
ing in  Eyak  River;  and  in  southeast  Alaska,  Anan  Creek  and  Naha 
Stream.  In  addition,  fishing  limitations  by  authority  of  Executive 
order  of  the  President  apply  to  waters  of  Afognac  Reservation, 
Aleutian  Islands  Reservation,  and  Yes  Bay  and  Stream. 

The  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  Alaska  is  in  three 
branches — the  enforcement  of  the  law  and  regulations  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fisheries  proper  and  the  operation  of  hatcheries,  the 
administration  of  the  fur-seal  fisheries,  and  the  minor  fur-bearing 
animal  service. 

A  comprehensive  review  of  the  entire  Alaska  field,  with  figures 
and  comparisons  and  results  of  the  work  dpne,  is.  given  in  this  90- 
page  publication,  copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C,  at  15  cents  per  copy. 

ABOENTINA  TO  BUILD  OKAIN  ELEVATOBS. 

The  President  and  Minister  of  Agriculture  of  Argentina,  after 
considering  proposals  from  syndicates  in  foreign  countries  for  the 
establishment  of  grain  elevators  in  the  agricultural  zone  of  the 
country,  have  decided  to  formulate  a  law  providing  for  the  construc- 
tion or  such  elevators,  and  to  call  for  bids,  both  in  Argentina  and  in 
foreign  countries.  United  States  Consul  General  W.  Heni-y  Robert- 
son, at  Buenos  Aires,  transmits  a  copy  of  La  Prensa,  dated  August  9, 
in  which  the  attitude  of  the  Argentine  officials  is  set  forth.  The 
projected  installation  of  an  e-xtensive  system  of  elevatore  in  Argen- 
tina, with  terminal  stations  at  Buenos  Aires,  Rosario,  and  Bahia 
Blanca,  was  the  subject  of  an  article  published  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  August  24,  1915. 
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SBOBV  mCE  CHOP  IH  CTATE  OF  SAO  PAtTIO. 

[Coiura]  Maddln  Bommcrs,  Sio  PaTilo,  Brazil,  Ang.  18.] 

As  rice  and  beans  are  the  most  common  articles  of  food  in  the  Sao 
Paulo  section  of  Brazil  and  might  be  called  the  national  dishes,  the 
crops  of  both  have  received  special  attention  from  the  agricultural 
authorities.  The  present  rice  crop  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  how- 
ever, appears  to  be  veir  short,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that  large 
quantities  will  have  to  oe  imported  from  abroad. 

In  reply  to  a  recent  circular  letter  from  the  State  Director  of  In- 
dustry and  Commerce,  asking  for  information  in  regard  to  the  rice 
market,  two  large  importing  firms  of  Sao  Paulo  informed  the  director 
that  the  production  of  rice  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  during  the 

1>resent  year  would  not  suffice  for  the  local  consumption,  and  that 
arge  quantities  would  have  to  be  purchased  either  from  the  other 
Brazilian  States  or  from  abroad.  The  short  crop  is  due  to  continued 
droughts. 

Sao  Fanlo'f  Becord  of  Sice  Prodnotioit. 

The  production  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  during  the  past  four 
years,  in  sacks  of  128  pounds,  was:  1911, 1,049,827  sacks;  1912, 1,742,- 
130  sacks;  1913,  1,390,733  sacks;  1914,  1,500,000  sacks. 

The  municipalities  producing  rice,  in  order  of  their  importance, 
are :  Iguape,  Monte  Alto,  Taubate,  Barretos,  Guaratingueta,  Franca, 
Igarapava,  and  Pindamonhangaba. 

During  ttie  f<?ur-year  period  the  imports  from  abroad  and  their 
value  were:  1911,  1,235  tons  net,  valued  at  $73,553;  1912,  168  tons, 
$14,618 ;  1913,  32  tons,  $3,820 ;  and  1914,  457  tons,  $34,216.  These  im- 
ports came,  respectively,  from  India,. Italy,  and  Japan,  large  quan- 
tities being  transshipped  from  Hamburg. 

Imports  from  other  States  of  the  Federal  Union  in  these  years, 
and  their  values,  were:  1911,  886  tons  net,  valued  at  $124,592;  1912, 
377  tons,  $52,950;  1913,  5,019  tons,  $784,202;  and  1914,  3,000  tons, 
$427,920.  The  larger  part  of  these  importations  came  by  coasting  ves- 
sels from  Bio  Grande  do  Sul  and  Santa  Catharina,  both  of  which 
have  developed  during  the  past  few  years  into  large  rice-growing 
sections. 

Average  Price*  for  Xart  Tear  and  Present  Prices. 

The  average  prices  of  rice  during  1914,  for  sacks  of  128  pounds,  in 
the  local  market  were :  No.  1  Agulna  (needle)  clean,  $7  to  $9 ;  No.  2, 
$6.50  to  $8 ;  No.  3,  $6  to  $7 ;  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  Cattete,  same  as  Agulha. 

The  present  prices  are :  No.  1  Agulha  (needle)  clean,  $8  to  $9 ;  No. 
2,  $7  to  $7.50;  No.  3,  $6.50  to  $7;  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  Cattete,  same  as 
Agiilha,  possibly  a  little  less. 

These  quotations  are  in  large  quantities.  It  is  doubted  if  the  prices 
would  staJid  if  purchasing  were  heavy,  the  tendency  being  to  advance. 
A  rise  of  33  per  cent  is  predicted  within  a  short  time. 

It  is  learned  through  inquiries  in  Sao  Paulo  that  the  stock  of  rice 
on  hand  is  extremely  low,  but,  taking  the  recent  rice  quotations  and 
comparing  them  with  prices  here,  it  appears  that,  after  paying 
freight,  duty,  commission,  railway  charges  from  Santos  to  Sao  Paulo, 
and  other  cnarges,  the  profits  that  might  now  be  made  on  rice  ex- 
ported here  from  the  United  States  would  be  small^  compared  with 
those  on  shipments  from  other  coimtries. 
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<:!HILE'S  FOSEION  TRADE  FOB  HALF  TEAS. 

[Consul  General  L.  J.  Kcena,  Valparaiso,  Aug.  23.] 

The  Central  Bureau  of  Statistics  has  just  published  a  r4suin£  of 
the  Chilean  export  and  import  trade  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in  1914.  The  figures  for 
imports  in  United  States  currency  are: 


Articles. 

1914 

1916 

Articles. 

1914 

UlS 

Animal  products^ 

Vegetable  products 

$3,668,083 
7.229.383 
9,879,126 

12,035,613 

9,770.449 

945,773 

1,618,331 

11,656,447 
5,243.679 
2,585,132 
5,181,742 
2,746,728 
349,881 
861,667 

Cbemicols,  perf omeiles,  etc 
Machinery,  tools,  etc 

n,4M.S»l 

6,378,954 

1,063,883 

493,359 

•«6S,S3S 

3,713.570 

«M,U2 

Textiles                    .  .  . 

All  other  articles 

5<3,3tV 

Total 

Wlaes  ftnd  liauon 

53,467,543 

23,270,655 

PftDer.  eto 

Comparing  the  values  for  the  six-months'  periods  of  the  two  years, 
a  difTerence  of  $30,196,888  in  favor  of  1914  is  shown. 

In  a  comparison  between  the  exports  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915 
and  those  for  the  first  half  of  the  preceding  year  there  is  a  difference 
in  favor  of  1914  amounting  to  $20,022,604.  The  figures  for  the 
various  classes  of  goods,  in  United  States  currency,  are : 


aaases  of  articles. 

1914 

1915 

Classes  of  articles. 

1914 

UlS 

tS, 611, 217 

3,809.657 

68,333,834 

35,492 

36,966,846 

4.111,154 

36,635.476 

47,298 

All  other  artides 

|56,6«7 

S58,499 

Vegetable  products 

Total 

67,730,877 

47,708,  Zn 

Wines  and  Ilqiuvs 

BSinVSWICE'S  SHOE  AND  LEATHEB  MARKET. 

[Consul  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Brunswick,  Ocrmany,  Anj;.  2S.] 

The  prices  of  shoes  and  leather  have  greatly  advanced  in  Grer- 
many  on  account  of  the  war.  It  is  recommended  in  west  Germany 
that  French  wooden  shoes  be  worn  and  in  middle  Grermany  wooden 
slippers.  In  the  summer  months  a  return  to  the  old  custom  of  bare 
feet  is  suggested.  The  school  authorities  should  be  instructed  that 
the  use  of  wooden  shoes  and  slippers  by  the  pupils  not  only  be  per- 
mitted, but  urged.  Attention  is  called  also  to  the  statement  that  nailed 
shoes  last  three  or  four  times  longer  than  those  without  nails. 

A  fair  is  held  in  Brunswick  in  August  and  February  each  year. 
This  custom  is  several  centuries  old  and  before  the  era  of  railroads 
it  was  a  great  event,  there  being  exhibits  from  Russia,  Italy,  and 
nearly  all  European  countries.  The  fair  then  lasted  three  or  four 
weeks.  In  recent  years  it  continues  only  five  or  six  days  and  foreign 
exhibits  are  rare.  The  leather  exhibit,  however,  remains  an  im- 
portant feature.  The  following  were  the  prices  per  pound  of  leather 
at  the  fair  just  closed : 


Sole  leatber,  oak  tanned 

Sole      leatber,       natural 

(zahmsohlleder) 

Sole  leatber  croupous 

Vache  (boot)  croupous 

Vache  In  balves 

Pale  leatber  (fablleder). 
Brown  calf  leatber 


$1.  5M1.  73 

1.  55-  1.  67 

1.  90-  2.  OS 

1.90-  2.02 

1.  55-  1.  76 

2. 02-  2. 14 

2. 38-  2. 95 

Brown  klpse $1.90-$2.38 

Black  kipse 1. 90-  2. 38 

Greasy  (fettgUre)  leather.  1.31-1.37 

Wblte(wel8sgilre)  leather-  1.13-1.25 

Stnip-leather  croupous 1.53-  1.67 

Black  harness  leather 1. 55-  1. 90 

Brown  harness  leather 2. 02 
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SWEDISH  FOOtMniODVCTS  TBASS  IHUBJJKt  THE  HALF  TEAB. 

(Gbcrsi  tfAJUanm  Jefferami  CaOci?,  Anigtlttu  JjegnHom,  Btot^botan,  Aas.  5.] 

The  following  table  shows,  by  qxiantrtifes,  the  Swedish  imports  and 
«roorts  of  food  products  during  the  first  half  years  of  1915  and  1914 
(kilo=2.2046  pounds;  liter=0.26«7  gallon) : 


Articles. 


1914 


1915 


Articles. 


1914 


ins 


DirOBIS. 

Honn  .........iinnbcr* 

C»»t!« (to... 

«sh: 

Spiced,  etc kilos. . 

Fresh  herring,  .do 

Otberfteshash.do. . . . 

Salted  Or  canned  her- 
ring  kilas.. 

Other      salted 
flsh kilos. 

Dried  or  s  m  0  k  e  d 

flsh kilos.. 

Fork,  all  kinds do.... 

Lard do.... 

Meat do.... 

Cheese do 

Batter do... 

Margarine do 

Eggs numlxir.. 

Oats kilos.. 

Bran do 

Barley do 

Cora do 

MaU do.... 

Rye do.... 

Rye  flour do;... 

Wheat ..jdo.... 

Wheat  mats do 

Wheat  flour do 

Vetdies,     soya    beans, 

etc kilos.. 

Peas do 

Oil  cakes do 

Other  feed. do.... 


979 


854,937 
3,070,902 
3,184,441 

10,993,797 

1,282,179 

42^54'! 

1,443,916 

3W,87D 

l,00S.34a 

223,370 

64,S06 

811,210 

21.74H,15S 

30,634,222 

20,778.234 

971 

17,«n,S24 

2«2.«43 

40.38.'>,417 

R. 571, 612 

83,60K.99g 

«)2.180 

5,838,996 

3.631. 1(84 
1,«S9.301 
67,992,730 
13,230,727 


720 


?31,809 
1,976,785 
1,783,821 

1«, 593,375 

1,016,619 

101,342 

827,780 

777,085 

372,718 

U9,736 

447 

404,105 

»,  150,017 

20, 070,  .303 

20,420,498 

4,337,728 

129,339,830 

2,493,348 

34,080,993 

1,960,747 

100,961,850 

282.744 

15,365,896 

315,893 

731,806 
82,171,298 
18,578,600 


BZFOBTa. 

Lire  Stock: 

Sheep ntmLber.. 

Horses do  ... 

Catlle    (all    kinds), 
number 

Pigs nanbec.. 

Fish: 

Fresh  herring,  .kilos. . 

Other,  fresh do 

Herring,    salted     or 
canned kilos.. 

Other,   salted    or 
caimed kilas.. 

Dry  or  smoked,  aQ 

kl»ds kilos.. 

Fork,  all  kinds do 

Cream liters.. 

Fish  andkhaOflsb,  canned, 

kflos 

Crayflsh  and  lobsters, 

number. 

Meat: 

Fresh  beat kllcs.. 

Otber do.... 

MOk .- liters.. 

Butter; kilos.. 

Maratiine. do 

Matted  milk do.... 

Eggs number.. 

Oats kUos.. 

Oatmettl do.... 

Bran..... do.... 

Barley do 

Rye  door do... 

Wheat  Oonr do.... 


779 
S,14S 

18,873 
30,683 

23,092,931 
2,625, 17» 

1,981,368 

60,800 

1.614 
6,379,158 
3,258,956 

166,011 

40,997 

2,343,913 

705,717 

83>l,928 

10,833,813 

2,341 

219,930 

36,979,866 

33,  071',  .raj 

2,J4'i,.V,4 

9,96S,S39 

864.  ,■^32 

1,2I<3 

391,206 


257 
7,456 

23,083 

22,096,619 
2,714,134 

11,699,915 

335,293 

1,014 

10,617,379 

436,551 

150,373 

101,986 

5,IM,a8> 

1,982.073 

2,K0,.S14 

7,842,236 

12,006 

99, 190 

52,184,514 

1,210 

SO 


300 


mnnciPAi  sales  of  meat  nr  bbeslav. 

[Consul  Uarry  G.  BelUer,  BiesUn,  Germany,  Aug.  30.] 

On  August  10  the  first  semiweekly  sale  of  smoked  pork  to  the  civil 
population  of  Breslau  was  opened  in  the  market  hall  on  Bitterplatz. 
One  ton  of  this  meat  was  sold  in  quantities  not  exceeding  10  pounds 
to  each  customer  and  at  a  uniform  price  of  1.50  marks  ($0,357)  per 
pound.  This  is  25  per  cent  below  regular  market  price.  The  sales 
will  be  c(»iducted  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  until  the  present  supply 
of  20  tons  is  exhausted.  Each  customer  must  secure  a  ticket  of  ad- 
mission on  the  preceding  days.  Entrance  to  the  market  is  restricted 
to  one  door,  and  not  more  than  10  persons  are  admitted  at  once.  The 
meat  was  reported  to  be  in  excellent  condition  and  the  purchasers 
were  well  satisfied.  This  meat  comes  from  the  municipal  slaughter- 
ing of  hogs. 

Encouraged  by  the  success  of  this  mimicipal  venture,  the  city  of 
Breslau  will  now  slaughter  1,500  steers  and  preserve  the  meat  in  the 
municipal  oold-storage  plants.  The  first  killing  of  49  steers  in  the 
mimicipa)  dau^terhooses  occurred  last  week,  and  will  continue 
until  the  total  number  have  been  dressed.  This  meat  will  also  be  sold 
in  limited  quantities  and  at  fixed  prices.  The  city  does  not  expect  to 
profit  financially  by  this  transaction,  but  will  fix  prices  so  as  to  in- 
clude only  the  actual  cost  and  the  cost  of  handling  and  sale. 
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POBEIOZr  TBASE  OPFOKTUMITIia). 

[Wbere  addreaaes  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  B«re*«  and  Ita  krmadk 

ofllcea.] 

Machinery  for  cotnpresting  tooth  powder.  No.  18153. — An  American  consnlar 
officer  reports  that  a  dentist  In  Brazil  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and 
prices  of  machinery  for  compressing  tootb  powder  into  tablets,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, stamp  letters  on  the  tablet. 

Textile*,  etc.,  Ko.  18454. — A  commission  merchant  operating  in  Argentina  is 
interested  in  establishing  agency  connections  with  American  manufacturers 
of  woolen  goods;  cotton  goods;  cotton  and  woolen  mixtures;  underwear; 
hosiery;  handlcerchiefs ;  gillcs;  and  mercerized  siilc  mixtures.  He  is  now 
in  the  United  States.  His  address  may  be  obtained  from  the  bureau  or  its 
branch  offices. 

OUut.  hardware,  etc..  No.  18455. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  reports 
that  a  representative  of  a  South  American  firm,  now  in  this  country,  de- 
sires to  l>ecome  an  agent  for  American  manufacturers  of  window  glass,  plate 
glass,  sponges,  steel  shavings,  builder's  hardware,  and  construction  mate- 
rials.   He  formerly  acted  as  a  manufacturers'  agent 

Chemical  products  and  drugs.  No.  18456. — ^A  wholesale  bouse  in  Italy  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  rela- 
tions with  firms  in  the  United  States  dealing  in  caustic  soda,  drugs,  guma 
barks,  and  herbs  for  medicinal  purposes.  Correspondence  must  be  in 
Italian  or  French  and  quotations  c.  i.  f.  Italian  ports.  References  given 
and  required. 

Undertcear,  No.  18457. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  firm  In  Australia  is  anxious  to  be  placed  in  communicatioa 
with  American  manufacturers  of  fleecy  underwear  for  women. 

Wool  grease.  No.  18458. — ^The  Bureau  Is  Informed  that  a  firm  In  this  country 
has  an  Inquiry  from  Sweden  for  the  purchase  of  large  quantities  of  wool 
grease,  especially  common  brown  grease  of  cheap  grade.  References  fur- 
nished. 

Dress  clasps.  No.  18459. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  Brnzll 

states  that  a  business  man  in  bis  district  can  place  an  initial  order  for 
500,000  gross  dress  clasps.  It  is  requested  that  American  manufacturers 
furnish  prices  and  samples  of  dress  clasps,  similar  to  the  sample  which 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  branch  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No. 
60183.)  Payment  to  be  made  in  any  manner  agreeable  to  manufacturers. 
References  given. 

Windoio  glass.  No.  18460. — An  American  consnlar  officer  in  Spain  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to  secure  an  agency  for  window  glass. 
He  desires  to  act  on  a  commission  basis.  It  is  stated  that  excellent  refer- 
ences can  be  supplied.    Ck>rrespondence  may  be  In  Spanish  or  French. 

Crockery,  No.  18461. — ^The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  there  Is  a 
demand  in  India  for  crockery.  The  demand  appears  to  be  urgent,  and 
prompt  attention  should  be  given  this  opportunity. 

Ice-tnaking  machinery,  No.  18462. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer 
states  that  a  firm  of  ice  manufacturers  in  Spain  desires  to  exchange  their 
present  machinery  for  more  modern  machines,  having  a  total  capacity  of 
100  tons  per  day,  each  compressor  to  have  a  daily  output  of  from  5  to  20 
tons.  In  stating  terms  it  Is  necessary  to  give  the  weight  of  the  machines 
In  addition  to  other  essential  details  of  Interest  to  the  prospective  importer. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Electric  ovens.  No  18463. — A  commercial  attach^  Informs  the  Bureau  that  a 
miller  in  Chile  desires  to  purchase  electric  ovens  capable  of  baking  from 
3,000  to  5,000  pounds  of  flour  per  day.  It  is  requested  that  the  operating 
charges  be  stated  in  replying  to  this  opportunity.  Instructions  in  Spanish 
would  facilitate  the  transaction.  Correspondence  may  be  either  In  Spanish 
or  E}ngli8h. 
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TitacTitnery  for  paper  taxes.  No.  18464. — ^A.  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  In  France  states  that  a  man  desires  to  obtain  catalogues,  price  lists. 
and  detailed  Information  relating  to  paper-box  maclilnery.  It  Is  stated 
that  tbe  person  Interested  will  make  a  trip  to  this  country,  if  necessary, 
althonglt  full  information  is  desired  first,  Catalogues  sbowing  tlie  type 
of  machinery  wanted  and  also  samples  of  the  boxes  to  be  made  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.     (Refer  to  File  No,  63594,) 

Wire,  nails,  iron  pipe,  etc.,  No,  18465. — The  Bureau  is  In  receipt  of  a  letter 
stating  that  a  firm  in  Cuba  wishes  to  repretent  American  manufacturers 
of  commercial  wire;  fence  wire;  wire  for  bed  springs;  galvanized-iron 
sheets,  both  plain  and  corrugated;  cut  nails;  wire  nails;  gas  and  water 
iron  pipes;  and  hardware. 

Kapok  fiber.  No.  18466. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports  that 
a  firm  Ib  In  the  market  for  quantities  of  kapok  fiber. 

Btationery  and  office  supplies.  No.  18467.— A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a 
firm  in  Sweden  wishes  to  corresi)ond  with  American  manufacturers  of 
pictorial  post  cards,  stationery  goods,  and  office  supplies,  such  as  pajjer 
binders,  stamp  racks,  drawing  pens,  dips,  staple  presses,  tag  machines, 
I>encil8,  and  cheap  cash  registers,  etc. 

Boots,  shoes,  hardware,  etc..  No.  18468. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  states 
that  a  repreeeatatire  of  a  firm  in  Ihitcb  Guiana  Is  now  la  this  country  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  an  agency  for  American  manufacturers  of  boots, 
shoes,  hardware,  ironmongers*  ware,  and  agricultural  machinery. 

Bulphurous  acid.  No.  18469. — ^The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  report  from  a  com- 
mercial attache  stating  that  a  company  in  Chile  is  In  the  market  for  sul- 
phurous acid.  Definite  information  and  quotations  are  desired  in  the  first 
communication  in.  order  to  avoid  delay.    Ouble  address  is  forwarded, 

Fertttizer,  No.  18470. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmark  reports  that  a 
business  man  desires  to  establish  commercial  reladona  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  fertilizers.  Bank  references  given.  Further  Information  may 
be  obtained  trota  the  bureau  or  its  branch  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  65820.) 

Medical  tttef^mfimetgrs,  razors,  safety  pins,  c^c„  N».  18471. — ^A  letter  to  the 
Bureau  states  that  a  business  man  in  Denmark  wishes  to  correspond  with 
American  manufacturers  of  medical  thermometers  In  nickel  holsters;  shlrt- 
Btuds ;  medical  instrumeuts ;  razors,  safety  and  otherwise ;  and  safety  pins. 

Oeneral  representation,  No.  18472. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  firm  in  the  United  States  stating  that  a  man  In  Greece  Is  desirous  of 
representing  American  exporters.    lie  does  not  specify  any  particular  lin& 

Hosiery,  underwear,  etc.,  No.  18478. — A  commercial  attache  reports  that  a  man 
In  B'rance  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  hosiery,  under- 
wear, and  gloves  for  women.  It  is  stated  that  he  is  famlUar  with  American 
business  methods. 

Tools  and  chemicals.  No.  18474. — The  Bureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a  communication 
stating  that  a  government  official  in  the  Dutch  East  Indies  requests  Infor- 
mation in  regard  to  dealers  in  tools  and  chemicals  for  zincograph  etchings 
and  engravings.    Catalogues  would  be  ai>preciated. 

Lumher  and  timher.  No.  18475, — The  bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  a  business  man  in  Brazil  stating  that  he  desires  to  receive  names  and 
addresses  of  American  importers  of  lumber  and  timber. 

Barley,  malt,  etc..  No.  18476. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland 
transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  firm  in  his  distrtct  which  desires  to 
purchase  large  quiintlties  of  unroasted  bnrley  and  malt  to  be  used  as  a  mix- 
ture and  substitute  for  coffee;  also  molasses.  Samples  of  these  products 
are  desired. 

A*U>matlo  slot  machines.  No.  18477. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil 
reports-  that  an  Insurance  company  is  being  onranized  to  sell  short-term 
acddeBt  insurance  policies  by  means  of  autoni:  >  ic  slot  machines  in  railway 
BtatlooB.  The  machines  must  stump  date  of  insurance  and  cancel  revenue 
•tamps  on  policies.  About  300  such  machines  are  desired.  Full  details  as 
to  size  of  coupons,  construction,  prices,  etc,  are  desired  at  once.  Catalogues 
should  be  seat 
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PBODucTion  OF  osAm  nr  pebsia. 

[Vice  Consul  Ralph  H.  Bader,  Teheran,  Aug.  18.] 

The  great  arid  wastes  of  Persia  would  lead  one  to  believe  that  the 
country  does  not  produce  sufficient  grain  to  supply  the  needs  of  its 
population.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case,  and  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  grain  are  exported  each  year. 

The  principal  grains  grown  are  wheat,  barley,  and  rice.  Com  is 
planted  in  small  quantities,  but  is  only  used  for  roasting  ears.  Oats 
and  rye  are  seldom  sown.  Except  along  the  Caspian  coast,  Persian 
agriculture  is  dependent  almost  entirely  on  irrigation. 

The  agricultural  implements  used  in  Persia  are  of  the  most  primi- 
tive kind.  Plows  are  made  from  forks  of  small  trees  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  share  of  iron.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  the  yield 
of  grain  would  be  greatly  increased  by  using  modem  plows,  as  there 
is  no  sod  and  this  crude  implement  seems  to  stir  the  soil  fairly  well 

Wheat  is  grown  throughout  Persia  and  considerable  quantities  are 
exported.  The  amount  exported  from  the  interior  would  be  greater 
if  transportation  charges  were  not  so  high.  The  following  statistics 
show  the  exports  of  wheat  to  various  countries  during  the  year  ended 
March  20, 1914:  India,  $186;  Oman,  $23,811;  Russia,  $7,014;  Turkey, 
$127,384;  United  Kingdom,  $52,584;  total,  $210,979. 

Barley  is  grown  in  great  quantities  in  Persia,  and  is  the  principal 
animal  food.  It  is  also  used  for  malcng  bread  in  the  poorer  districts. 
Exports  during  the  year  ended  March  20,  1914,  were  as  follows: 
India,  $8,934;  Oman,  $15,644;  Russia,  $24,132;  Turkey,  $13,650; 
United  Kingdom,  $7,726;  total,  $70,086. 

Rice  is  grown  along  the  Caspian  Sea,  where  there  are  immense 
plantations,  and  also  around  Urumia,  and.in  some  districts  in  south- 
west Persia.  It  is  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  diet.  Exports  dur- 
ing the  year  ended  March  20,  1914,  were  as  follows:  India,  $232; 
Oman,  $13,317;  Russia,  $3,605,853;  Turkey,  $9,023;  United  Kingdom, 
$575;  total,  $3,629,000. 

TBAOE  EXTENSION  IN  THE  LEVANT. 

Mr.  J.  Wiley  Browne,  executive  secretary  of  the  American  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  for  the  Levant,  who  has  spent  some  time  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  United  States  discussing  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  the  methods  of  raarteting  their  products  in 
the  Levant,  states  that  he  has  been  very  successful  in  interesting 
American  business  men  in  this  proposition.  He  expects  to  be  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  2,  where  he  will  spend  about  a  week  inter- 
Tiewing  local  manufacturers.  He  will  also  visit  Detroit,  Chicago, 
and  Cincinnati,  spending  about  a  week  in  each  city.  References  to 
the  work  of  the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  Levant  have 
appeared  frequently  in  previous  issues  of  Commerce  Reports. 

Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Cxtstotnlionse;  Boston,  7S3  Oliver  Bnlldlic; 
CUca^o,  504  Pederal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third  national  Baok  Building; 
Atlanta,  521  Post  Offlce  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1030  Hlbemia  Bank  Bkilding;  8aa 
Francisco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  BvUdlag.  Cooper- 
ative branch  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Claelnnatl,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

WASBINOTON  :  OOTBBNUBNT  PCINTIWO  OITICB  :  Itl* 
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Commereial  notee  (rom  SUesIa,  Oermany un 

IKCIUIASEI)  OEBHAH  FBICES  OF  TAILOBS'  STTPPUES. 

[ConanI  Harry  0.  Seltzer,  Breslao,  Aug.  30.] 

During  the  past  few  months  the  prices  of  cloth,  linings,  and  other 
tailors'  supplies  have  increased  to  an  extent  never  before  experienced 
in  Germany.  These  increases  are  not  altogether  chargeable  to  the 
wholesalers,  who  act  aa  middlemen  between  the  manufacturors  and 
merchant  tailors,  but  to  the  various  prohibitions  against  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  and  woolen  goods.  According  to  the  most  recent 
military  proclamation,  tbe  manufacture  of  these  goods  after  August 
14  is  forbidden  entirely,  except  for  military  purposes.  This  refers 
especially  to  manufactures  from  the  1914  stocks  of  raw  materials. 
The  entire  1915  German  wool  crop  has  already  been  attached  for 
military  purposes  and  may  be  used  only  upon  permission  from  the 
War  Ministry. 
Tw«  Methods  Adopted. 

The  wholesale  dealers  have  generally  adopted  the  plan  of  increas- 
ing prices  gradually  upon  one  article  after  another,  according  to  the 
demands,  but  a  large  number  have  also  adopted  an  average  increase 
for  all  articles  required  in  certain  relative  proportions  in  the  clothing 
industries.  The  former  plan  has  the  advantage  of  inducing  tailors  to 
adopt  substitute  materials  and  thus  equalize  supplies.  The  latter  sys- 
tem of  average  increases  on  the  usual  materials,  however,  will  prove 
more  satisfactory  to  the  public.  On  account  of  the  great  diversity  in 
quality  it  has  been  impracticable  for  the  authorities  to  establish  maxi- 
mum prices.  It  is  equallv  difficult,  because  of  the  numerous  substi- 
tutes, to  secure  any  reliable  estimate  of  the  increased  prices  on  cloth- 
ing since  the  opening  of  the  war,  but  such  increases  will  probably  not 
exceed  20  to  25  per  cent  on  men's  and  25  to  35  per  cent  on  women's 
garments. 

An  adding-machine  company  of  St.  Louis  states  that  through  the 
efforts  of  the  American  consulate  general  at  Ottawa,  Canada,  it  was 
enable  to  secure  satisfactory  connections  in  that  district. 
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GEBHAN  FIO-niOH  ICABEET. 


[TransIatioB  of  oflleisl  report  froa  BrmUner  Zeitnac  by  Causal  Harry  Ow  SdtMT, 

Breslaa,  Aoc.  26.] 

The  firm  condition  of  the  German  pig-iron  market  has  again  beoi 
emphasized  by  the  extremely  rapid  sales  for  the  third  quarter  whidi 
\rere  taken  up  by  the  pig-iron  syndicate  in  the  middle  of  June.  The 
demands  of  the  consumers  far  exceeded  the  supplies  which  could  be 
allowed  for  public  sale. 

Prodnetton  Statistics. 

Although  production  has  gradually  increased  during  the  past 
months,  yet  there  were  no  greater  quantities  for  public  sale  this  time 
than  at  the  end  of  the  second  quarter.  All  orders  for  Army  supplies, 
of  course,  received  first  attenti(m.  This  refers  particularly  to  cast 
iron,  steel,  and  the  various  qualities  of  pig  iron.  The  daily  produc- 
tion in  June,  1915,  amounted  to  32,438  tons  of  pig  iron  of  all  kinds, 
or  62^  per  cent  of  the  maximum  production  of  51,846  tons  in  May. 
In  August,  1914,  the  dailv  production  was  only  18,957  t<H)s;.in 
Decem&r,  27,545  tons;  in  March,  30,272  tons;  and  in  April,  31,288 
tons.  Of  these  amounts  there  were  23.4  per  cent  of  cast  iron  (i6.6 
per  cent  last  year) ;  Bessemer  pig  iron,  1.2  per  cent  (1.7  per  cent); 
Thomas  pig  iron,  56  per  cent  (C5.9  per  cent) ;  cast  steel,  speigeleis^, 
and  ferromanganese,  17  per  cent  (13.5  per  cent) ;  and  puddle  iron, 
2.4  per  cent  (2.3  per  cent  last  year).  The  production  is  divided 
among  the  various  mdustri.al  districts  as  follows: 
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The  present  prices  are  the  highest  ever  recorded.    Cast,  iron,  I« 

Duality,  was  quoted  at  94  to  96  marks  (^2.37  to  $22.85)  per  ton  c.  L  f . 
umace;  Ilia  quality,  89  to  91  marks  ($21.18  to  $21.66) ;  hematite 
pig  iron,  115  to  117.50  marks  ($27.37  to  $27.96) ;  cast  s'*eel,  89  to  102 
marks  ($21.18  to  $24.28) ;  puddle  iron,  la  quality,  90  to  93  marks 
($21.42  to  $22.13) ;  and  spiegeleisen,  98  to  100  marks  ($23.32  to 
$23.80).  The  adjacent  neutral  countries  pay  still  higher  prices  for 
the  small  quantities  which  are  allowed  to  them  upon  their  very 
urgent  demands,  but  quality  pig  iron  is  strictly  excluded  from  export 
Large  stocks  do  not  exist  either  at  the  furnaces  or  in  the  hands  of 
the  consumers. 

SOUTH  ATSICA'S  GOLD  FSOBTTCTIOH  DT  JFLT. 

[Vice  Conaal  John  W.  Dye,  Cape  Tows,  Aus.  12.) 

The  gold  production  of  South  Africa  for  July,  1914,  totaled  769,855 
ounces,  valued  at  $15,924,444,  an  increase  of  15,075  ounces  in  Cjuantity 
and  $816,001  in  value  over  the  June  output.  Of  the  total  toe  Wit- 
watersrand  mines  produced  742,610  onnoee,  rained  at  $16,848,841. 
The  output  in  ^is  month  was  the  largest  sinco  May,  191A. 
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OBSTACLES  TO  TBABE  WITH  PEBSIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Ralph  H.  Badcr,  Teheran,  Aug.  17.] 

Beferring  to  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  Nos.  17203  and  17337 
of  June  10  and  23,  respectively,  the  following  is  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  August  14,  from  the  steamship  firm  of  Lynch  Bros.,  of  Teheran 
(head  office  No.  3  Salter's  Hall  Court,  Cannon  Street,  London),  in 
regard  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  financing  their  business  with 
American  firms: 

In  oar  attcmpU  to  encourage  American  export  trade  with  Persia  we  are  met 
with  a  very  coiidderable  difUculty  as  regards  tlie  flnanclng  of  the  business  at 
the  present  time. 

The  mnjorlty  of  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  insist  on  receiving  cash 
payment  when  shipping  their  goods  to  us  from  American  ports.  At  present  this 
condition,  due  to  a  dearth  of  credit  owing  to  the  war,  proctlcuUy  pr€»clxides  any 
Persiuu  llrms  from  doing  business  with  us  on  account  of  the  very  strict  terms 
imposed  by  tlie  banUs. 

We  venture  to  suggest  that  If  a  concession  were  made  by  the  Araericnn  manu- 
facturers on  this  point  the  volume  of  business  would  be  very  much  increased 
to  the  advantiige  of  all  concerned.  We  propose  that  Messrs.  Lynch  Bros.  (Ltd.), 
Teheran,  should  receive  a  deposit  of  20  i>er  cent  on  the  invoice  value  of  the 
goods,  and  that  on  receipt  of  this  intimation  the  manufacturers  should  send  the 
goods  to  as  to  be  delivered  to  the  clients  against  payment  of  the  invoice  (bal- 
ance) value  and  freight  charges.  On  receiving  payment  for  the  invoice  value 
of  the  goods  ns  per  the  draft  which  the  shipper  would  send  to  us  for  collection 
(and  not  negotiate  throu;:h  the  banking  bouses),  Messrs.  Lynch  Bros.,  Teheran, 
would  remit  by  demand  draft  the  sum  due  to  the  sbipi)ers,  plus  interest  at  the 
rate  of  5  iier  cent  from  the  date  of  shipment  to  the  date  of  collection  of  the 
Talne  of  the  goods  on  their  arrival  in  Teheran.. 

It  is,  of  coui-SG,  understood  that  we  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  drafts,  and  In  order  that  we  may  exi)erlence  no  dlfflcultios  with  any 
of  our  clients,  we  should  take  especial  care  as  to  deciding  with  what  Persian 
merchants  we  should  be  prepared  to  do  business  on  behalf  of  American  manu- 
facturers on  the  Hues  which  we  have  indicated  above. 

We  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  draw  the  attention  of  the  American  Department 
of  Commerce  with  a  view  to  extending  business  on  this  basis  to  the  proposals 
which  we  make  that  drafts  should  be  sent  to  us  for  collection. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that  the  reluctance  of  Amer- 
ican exporters  to  extend  credit  has  been  one  of  the  chief  drawbacks  to 
the  promotion  of  American  trade  with  Persia. 

Details  of  the  import  trade  of  Persia  were  published  in  Supplement 
to  CoMMEBCE  Reports  57a,  February  5, 1915. 


HEW  FIBE  STATION  AlO)  EQITIPMEirT  FOB  ESQTJIMAXT. 

[Vice  Consnl  Hobcrt  M.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  British  Colambtn,  Canada,  Sept.  8.] 

To  secure  fire  apparatus  of  a  modem  type  and  to  provide  for  the 
building  of  a  hall  for  its  accommodation  the  council  of  the  Esquimalt 
municipality,  a  suburb  of  Victoria,  will  submit  two  by-laws  to  the 
ratepayers  to  raise  $30,000.  One  will  sanction  the  purchase  of  a 
6-cylinder  chain-drive  gasoline  motor  equipped  with  a  triple  com- 
bination pumper  hose  and  chemical  hose.  It  is  estimated  that  this 
will  cost,  together  with  extra  parts  and  the  charges  for  floating  the 
loan,  $15,000. 

The  other  b3'-law  will  cover  the  cost  of  a  structure  large  enough 
not  only  to  house  the  fire  department  but  also  to  serve  as  a  municipal 
hall  and  police  station.  The  expenditure  involved  in  this  project  also 
is  put  at  $15,000.  Address  all  communications  to  Municipal  En^- 
neer.  Municipal  Offices,  Esquimalt  Road,  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 
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SED1TCZD  SHXPKSXTS  OP  KUSICAL  XXBIlVMEirrS. 

[Consular  Axemt  W.  Bmee  Walhcf,  Marka«aldrehcB,  Ocnaany,  Aag.  13.] 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  certified  at  the  Maiteeukirdten 
oonsnlar  agency  for  the  year  ending  Jnlj  31,  1915,  amoonted  to 
$411,^5,  a  decrease  of  $395,788.  The  principal  item  of  e3q>ort  is 
musical  instrum^its,  whidi  decreased  from  $559,196  to  $233,302. 

All  exports  stopped  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  hot  reconuuMwed 
in  September  and  gradually  increased  until  the  end  of  1914. 

The  trade  improvement  continued  during  the  first  two  months  of 
1915,  February  showing  90  per  cent  of  the  ZK>rmal  export.  A  decrease 
in  exports  began  in  March,  the  total  for  July  being  wily  $12,200, 
about  20  per  cent  of  the  normal  amount. 

The  exports  to  the  Philippines  decreased  from  $3,633  to  $2,297. 
There  were  no  exports  to  Porto  Rico  or  Hawaii  during  the  year  of 
war,  but  $558  to  Hawaii  during  the  preceding  year. 

Export*  Coaqiared  witk  Tkote  of  Preceding  Tear. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  July  81,  cono- 
pared  with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  according  to  invoices  oertifi«d 
at  the  American  consular  agency,  were : 


ArtidM. 


IM4 


IMS 


Aitides. 


nu 


nu 


AntknM....... - 

Catgm,  immanubctaied  (for 

ligatures) 

.Bair,  Jton*,  for  bovs. 

Musical    Instrumentl    and 

parts  of. 

Btilnp  of  tatgnt. 


no,  881 

I0,«80 

6,837, 

ue,n« 

10,362 


2,sa4 

330,302 
S6,»37 


ShaUa  aw)  nuUMr-ot-pcMl 

mannfacturos 

Toys  fbanMiiloas) 

All  other  artktM. , 

Total 


17,883 
«7,784 
18,741 


•CSK 

n,SM 

I,3Sg 


807,733 


4I1,M5 


[Articles  on  Tiolln  making  In  Markneuklrchen  were  published  in  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports  (dally  or  weekly)  for  June  3, 1912,  Jan.  7, 1911>  and  May  7, 1910.] 


ADBDIO  KACHUriS  F0&  DOMIBICAJr  BSPUIUC. 

(Vice  Cooaul  Robert  K.  WlUlaaM,  afeute  Domlnfo,  Ask.  30.] 

There  are  only  10  adding  machines  in  the  Dominican  Repablk, 
all  of  them  being  in  Government  ofBces,  the  office  of  the  General  Re- 
ceiver of  Dominican  Customs,  and  the  banks.  A  market  would  have 
to  be  created  for  the  sale  of  adding  machines  here.  Time  is  no  object 
to  the  people,  and  as  salaries  are  not  high  little  attention  is  given  to 
office  system.  Most  business  houses  are  small,  and  unless  a  very 
live  salesman  canvassed  the  island  it  is  doubtful  if  more  machines 
could  be  sold. 

However,  by  providing  easy  payments  and  making  it  clear  that  the 
latest  office  appliance  could  be  had  on  small  monthly  paymmts  sev- 
eral machines  might  be  sold. 

Several  merchants  make  trips  to  the  United  States  and  maintain 
connections  there.  If  these  merchants  could  be  induced  to  buy  add- 
ing machines,  it  would  have  a  favorable  effect  on  other  merchants. 

Although  the  best  method  to  introduce  adding  machines  would  be 
by  sending  an  experienced  Spanish-speaking  salesman,  the  address 
is  forwarded  of  a  commission  firm  in  Santo  Domingo  which  mi;^ 
be  interested  in  handling  adding  machines. 

(Tlia  onme  of  tbe  firm  may  be  bad  from  tb«  Bureau  of  IVraigB  ud  Powwatk 
Commerce.    Refer  to  file  66278.] 
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BATH  Aim  HEALTH  BESOBTS  DT  SILESIA. 

[CoDsal  Harry  O.  Seltxer,  Breslau,  Germany,  Aug.  25.] 

Although  foreign  patients  and  guests  are  noticeably  absent  from 
the  splendid  bath  and  health  resorts  alc«ig  the  moimtainous  frontier 
between  Germany  and  Austria,  the  following  figures  for  the  second 
week  in  August  would  seem  to  indicate  that  these  places  are  well 
patronized.  Altheide  reports  6,026  patients  and  3,107  transient 
guests;  Kudowa  has'  4,379  patients  and  1,084  convalescents  and 
transients;  and  Reinerz  reports  4,191  patients  and  2,212  convalescents 
and  travelers. 

Here  in  the  depths  of  ancient  forests  covering  the  sides  of  historic 
mountains,  with  medieval  castles  and  ruins,  all  rich  in  romantic 
tradition,  with  a  -variety  of  carbon  and  sulphur  springs  and  streams, 
there  is  rest  from  the  nerve-racking  and  heart-rending  scenes  of  the 
battle  field.  Here  the  soldier  finds  fresh  life  and  new  inspiration, 
and  here  the  heartbroken  mother  or  lover  has  an  opportunity  to 
forget  her  sorrows  and  take  new  courage  for  the  future.  After  the 
refresbing  rains  of  the  past  weelcs,  nature  seems  to  have  surpassed 
herself  in  the  wonderful  color  scheme  of  trees,  fruits,  and  flowers 
which  greet  the  traveler  at  every  turn.  Added  to  this  are  open-air 
patriotic  concerts  and  other  entertainments. 

The  curative  powers  of  the  waters  have  been  widely  advertised  by 
returning  patients,  and  the  good  wholesome  food  and  balsamic  air, 
together  with  expert  medicaladvisers,  have  restored  many  to  health 
and  happiness.  All  of  these  places  are  within  easy  reach  from 
Breslau  on  the  German  side  and  Prague  on  the  Austrian  side. 


HEW  FBEHCH  STEAHEB  SEBVICE  TO  SOCIETY  ISLAHDS. 

[Consul  Thomas  B.  L.  Layton,  Tahiti,  Society  Islands,  July  1.] 

The  arrival  of  the  French  steamship  Saint  Louis  on  June  30,  in- 
augurating a  new  service  between  Bordeaux,  France,  and  the  Society 
Islands,  via  Philadelphia  and  the  Panama  Canal,  aroused  consider- 
able interest  in  this  port.  The  Saint  Louis  is  one  of  a  fleet  of  seven 
vessels  recently  built  by  the  Compagnie  Naval  de  I'Oceanic,  of  Bor- 
deaux, France.  The  service  was  first  established  by  the  steamer 
Saint  Andre,  which  arrived  at  Papeete  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  On  its  return  to  France  the  vessel  was  requisitioned  by  the 
Government,  together  with  three  others  belonging  to  the  company. 
The  Saint  Andre  had  come  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  while 
the  later  vessels  were  to  use  the  Panama  Canal  route.  Should  con- 
ditions in  Europe  permit  the  company  intends  to  establish  i-egular 
sailings  from  Bordeaux  every  two  months. 

The  itinerary  of  the  new  line  will  be  to  Philadelphia,  Colon,  and 
the  canal;  Papeete,  Tahiti;  Noumea,  New  Caledonia;  Sydney  and 
Newcastle,  Australia,  and  return  via  the  same  route.  Freight  will 
be  accepted  at  Philadelphia  for  any  of  the  last-mentioned  ports. 
The  vessels  can  accommodate  a  limited  number  of  first-class  (not 
more  than  12  saloon),  second-class,  and  steerage  passengers.  The 
fare  from  France  to  Papeete,  for  first  cabin,  is  1,400  francs 
($270.20) :  for  second  cabin,  900  francs  ($173.70).  The  fare  from 
Philadelpma  is  not  quoted.  The  freight  rate  is  150  francs  n  metric 
ton  (^.95  per  2,204.6  pounds). 
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GBOWTH  ASD  COITBIXIOH  OP  8WSHSH  XllVJkll  BAIIKS. 

[Control  BmU  Saaar,  Ootaboic  Aof.  21.] 

.  A  booklet  entitled  "  Swedish  Banking  Ccnipank&  1824-191V  was 
issued  recently  in  English  for  the  San  Francisco  Exposition  by  tiie 
Swedish  Banks  Association.  It  gives  a  brief  historj^  of  the  devekp- 
ment  of  "  enskilda  "  or  unlimited  liability  banks  and  joint-stock  banks 
in  Sweden,  including  a  brief  synoj^is  of  the  bank  act  of  Juae,  1911. 
Special  niention  is  made  of  the  rigid  method  of  bank  inspectioD  aad 
the  thorough  control  the  board  of  bank  inspectors  has. 

[This  book  will  be  loaned  to  interested  persons  by  &e  Bujwau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe.    B«fer  to  file  No.  657SK9.] 
Kemarkable  Inereate  la  Bnsia«w  of  Baaks. 

The  charts  in  this  publication  bring  oat  in  a  striking  manner  tlic 
phenomenal"  increase  in  the  business  of  the  banks,  particularly  during 
the  last  20  years.  Discounted  bills  increased  from  $20,536,304  in 
1873  to  $142,169,980  in  1913.  Loans  increased  from  $20,247,132  to 
$332,961,324;  cash  credits,  from  $13,923,186  to  $137,480,052;  deposits 
at  call,  from  $8,351,952  to  $60,958,476;  deposits  at  notice,  from  $82,- 
058,160  to  $302,494,576;  capital,  from  $17,646,192  to  $105,659,801; 
reserve  fund,  from  $3,364,276  to  $69,300,244;  total  balance  dieet,  from 
$92,860,392  to  $763,294,284.  Deposits  per  capita  of  the  whole  Swedish 
population  increased  from  $9.38  in  1878  to  $80.40  in  1913. 

Particularly  striking  is  a  statement  nude. in  1886  by  A.  O.  Wallen- 
berg, founder  of  the  StockhoUns  Enskilda.  ■Bank,  that  no  depostor 
in  any  of  the  enskilda  banJks  had  evet  lost  a  cent  during  the  55  years 
they  had  been  in  existence.  It  is  said  that  this  assertion  still  holds 
good.  Only  one  of  the  enskilda  banks  was  compelled  to  limiidate, 
and  in  that  case  the  creditors  vere  paid  in  full  and  tha  stocnndders 
received  18  per  cent  of  the  capital  they  had  invested  ia  the  bank. 
Conditioa  of  Banks  Last  Tear. 

The  report  of  the  bank  inspectors  on  the  Swedish  private  and 
joint-stocK  banks  for  1914  was  also  published  recently.  Acoording 
to  this  report  there  w^e  in  operatioa,  at  the  be^nning  of  1914, 14 
enskilda  or  private  banks  with  unlimited  liability,  34  joint-stock 
banks  with  a  capital  of  at  least  $268,000  (forming  dass  1),  and  27 
joint-stock  banks  with  less  than  $268,000  capital  (forming  class  2), 
a  total  of  75.  During  the  year  the  number  of  i(»nt-stoek  Banks  was 
reduced  by  eight,  six  being  merged  with  other  banks.  Qofe  joint- 
stock  bank  of  class  2  increased  its  capital  to  the  extent  that  it  t»- 
tered  class  1.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  tinoB  were  in  opera- 
tion 67  private  banks. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  bank  offices  increued  from  640  to 
659,  givmg  1  office  for  every  8,618  inhabitants  (the  popalatitm  of 
Sweden  in  1913  was  5,638,500).  Tbere  were  according^  592  braiieli 
banks  at  the  end  of  the  year,  62  of  whkh  were  in  the  same  localities 
as  the  head  oflbea 

The  total  capital  stock  of  Ae  banks  vas  radaoed  daring  tine  JMr 
by  ^,806,160,  or  8.6  per  cent,  being  at  the  end  of  tbe  year  $iOV 
902,212.  The  total  reserve  of  the  banks  increased  from  $64,576^ 
to  $67,655,850.  a  gain  of  4.7  per  cent 

The  total  aepodts  with  ul  tite  banks  on  giro  xwomit  imi'M*" 
from  $46,807,280  on  December  81, 1918,  to  $ll,70»,(MKr  m  ~ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMUCBOB  BEPOBTS.  1511 

81,  1914,  ot  26.3  per  cent;  deposits  on  current  account,  from  $15,- 
651,096  to  $18,746,007,  or  19.7  per  cent;  deposits  on  savings  account, 
from  $93,644,617  to  $99,577,347,  or  6.3  per  cent;  deposits  on  capital 
account,  from  $298,850,073  to  $305,663,597,  or  2.2  per  cent.  The 
number  of  depositors  on  giro  account  increased  during  the  same  time 
from  66,487  to  70,223;  on  current  account,  from  3,713  to  5,100;  on 
savings  accoimt,  from  986,342  to  1,045,308 ;  on  capital  account,  from 
361,007  to  363,093. 

The  Biksbank,  Operated  by  the  State. 

The  Siksbank  or  State  Bank,  owned  and  operated  by  the  State, 
and  the  banks  covered  by  the  present  report,  usually  designated  as 
"private  banks"  to  distinguish  them  from  the  Riksbank,  do  the 
commercial  banking  business  of  Sweden.  The  Riksbank  has  a  capital 
of  $13,400,000,  a  reserve  fund  of  $3,350,000,  and  had  a  total  balance 
sheet  on  December  31, 1914,  of  $134,962,135, 


AMEBICAN  STEEL  OFFICE  FITTDTGS  IN  SOUTH  ATBICA. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  GuDtmulus,  Johannesburg,  t^nlon  of  Sonth  Africa,  Aug.  10.] 

There  has  been  a  gradual  and  substantial  growth  in  the  sale  of 
steel  office  fittings  and  fixtures  of  American  manufacture  in  South 
Africa,  particularly  in  the  Johannesburg  consular  district,  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  several  large  Government  orders  havii^ 
been  placed  for  this  material  for  special  uses  during  this  perioo. 
Among  the  latest  of  this  kind  of  equipment  is  that  furnished  for  the 
plan  room  of  the  South  African  Railways  headquarters  offices  in 
Johannesburg,  a  new  wing  having  recently  been  added  to  the  large 
stone  structure  housing  these  head  offices  of  the  South  African  Rail- 
way system. 

The  fittings  for  the  proper  storage  of  the  drawings  and  survey 
books  were  manufactured  by  an  art-metal  construction  company  of 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  and  erected  by  the  Johannesburg  agents  of  this 
company  from  designs  and  specifications  furnished  by  the  railway 
architect.  These  are  made  of  the  best  mild  steel,  cold  rolled  and 
enameled,  and  comprise,  among  other  fixtures,  800  drawers  and  over 
600  pigeon  holes.  To  this  equipment  are  added  sundry  tables,  coun- 
ters, screens,  etc.,  weighing  m  all  66,000  pounds.  The  scheme  pro- 
vides for  additions  to  the  fittings  in  the  future,  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire, to  the  extent  of  an  additional  1,280  drawers  and  500  pigeon 
holes,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years 
further  installments  of  such  additions  will  become  necessary.  Be- 
sides the  above  special  equipment  recent  orders  have  been  given  by 
the  South  African  Railways  for  other  steel  furniture  for  record  and 
tother  rooms  in  the  headquarters  building  here,  where  the  general 
offices  of  this  big  Government  railway  system  are  located. 

Among  other  important  installations  of  metal  fittings,  in  this 
c<msular  district,  of  United  States  manufacture,  also  furnished  by 
the  Jamestown  company,  was  the  equipment  of  the  new  Pretoria  post 
office  and  that  placed  in  the  Johannesburg  new  and  costly  town  hall. 
All  the  above  was  furnished  on  special  order  and  does  not  include 
heavy  and  frequent  sales  of  stock  steel  furniture  for  office  use,  the 
demand  for  which  is  constantly  increasing. 
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OOMHESCIAI  HOTSS  FKOK  SIIE8IA,  QESXAWI. 

ICoDial  Barry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  Aug.  18,  28,  and  30.] 
Adranee  in  Prioes  of  Ken's  Tomisliiiigrs — Detaoliabla  Sliirt  Bkevei. 

The  Union  of  German  Manufacturers  of  Men's  Furnishinss  has 
decided  on  an  advance  in  prices  on  the  following  articles:  Collars 
will  be  advanced  $0.12  per  dozen;  cuffs,  at  least  $0.17  per  dozen; 
detachable  sleeves  with  cuffs,  $0.35  per  dozen;  shirt  fronts  and 
bosoms,  from  $0.12  to  $0.24  per  dozen;  and  shirts  of  all  kinds,  $1.90 
per  dozen. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  interesting  to  note  something  about 
the  detachable  sleeves  mentioned  above.  The  idea  has  gainra  great 
popularity  here.  The  shirts  are  fitted  with  half  sleeves,  extending 
about  to  the  elbow,  where  they  are  hemmed  and  finished  and  one  or 
two  buttons  are  attached.  The  cuffs  are  also  attached  to  a  supple- 
mentary half  sleeve,  which  extends  from  the  wrist  to  the  elbow,  where 
it  is  fitted  with  one  or  more  buttonholes  to  connect  with  the  buttons 
on  the  other  half.  Two  pairs  of  these  half  sleeves  with  cuffs  are 
sold  with  each  shirt.  In  warm  weather  or  in  work  that  requires  the 
rolling  up  of  sleeves  the  cuff  with  its  half  sleeve  is  detached  alto- 
gether, thus  providing  an  unusual  degree  of  comfort  The  worker 
can  again  attach  his  clean  cuffs  when  going  out  on  the  streets,  and 
thus  effect  a  marked  saving  in  laundry  oilla. 

Prices  of  Kargarine — Bicycles  to  Cost  Kore. 

The  city  magistrates  of  Breslau  on  August  18  annoimced  an  in- 
crease in  the  maximum  price  of  margarine  from  1.20  marks  ($0.28) 
to  L30  marks  ($0.31)  per  pound  of  500  grams.  Dealers  have  always 
made  a  distinction  between  " ordinary "  and  "extra-fine  table "  mar- 
garine, but  the  authorities  declare  that  such  distinctions  are  imprac- 
ticable. Inferior  qualities,  however,  are  sold  at  less  than  the  maxi- 
mum price. 

The  Union  of  German  Bicycle  Manufacturers  and  allied  interests 
have  decided  on  a  further  increase  in  prices.  On  June  1  an  increase 
of  15  to  20  per  cent  had  been  announced. 

Brewiaf  Compaay  Has  Prospexovs  Year. 

A  preliminary  report  of  the  Oppeln  Brewing  A  Dry  Yeast  Co. 
(Ltd.)  indicates  that  the  business  year  ending  September  80,  1915, 
will  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  previous  year.  If  no  extraordinary 
and  unforeseen  circumstances  arise,  the  managem^it  believes  tiiat 
the  dividend  will  exceed  that  of  last  year  (3  per  cent). 

The  abnormal  rise  of  prices  for  malt  has  had  no  serious  effect 
apon  the  profits  of  the  company,  since  they  had  carried  over  oonsid^- 
aole  stocks  from  the  previous  year.    On  the  other  hand,  the  rising 

E rices  of  beer  were  very  beneficial.  The  production  of  beer  had  to 
B  reduced  somewhat  on  account  of  the  various  Government  restne- 
tions,  but  all  local  customers  could  be  satisfied  because  of  the  cutting 
off  of  exports.  After  normal  conditions  are  again  estabUshed,  it  is 
hoped  that  production  may  be  increased. 

The  dry-yeast  department  showed  less  satisfactory  ocmditicHis  and 
smaller  sales,  on  account  of  various  prohibitions  against  the  baJdnj; 
industry,  but  this  was  also  partly  counteracted  by  higfaw  finem 
for  yeast  and  alcohol. 
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Umltatlott  of  Eovn  tf  I«1>or  la  Textile  Indust^e*. 

According  to  an  ordinance  of  the  Bundesrat  dated  August  12, 1915, 
the  hours  of  labor  in  the  spinning,  weaving,  and  embroidery  mills 
have  been  limited  as  follows: 

(1)  In  Indnstrlal  works  manufacturing  spun  yams,  textile  fabrics,  embroidery 
doth,  or  goods  from  cotton,  wool,  artlflclnl  wool,  flax.  Jute,  or  bemp,  tbe 
employment  of  workmen  Is  permitted  for  not  more  than  five  days  in  every 
week.  Tbe  anmber  of  working  hours  per  day  must  not  exceed  those  In  effect 
In  June,  1915,  and  in  no  case  shall  they  exceed  10  hours,  exclusive  of  rest 
periods.  The  provincial  authorities  may  order  a  still  further  reduction  of 
working  hours  and  working  days. 

(2)  The  provincial  authorities  or  their  deputies,  upon  proper  application 
tiier^or,  may  permit  exceptions  which  are  necessary  for  tbe  public  interest 

(3)  A  fine  of  1,500  Dinrks  <|357)  or  three  months'  imprisonment  will  be 
Imposed  upon  manufacturers  violating  this  ordlnnnoe  or  the  orders  proclaimed 
by  the  provincial  authorities,  as  per  sections  1  and  2. 

(4)  The  ordinance  goes  Into  effect  upon  the  day  of  Its  proclamation.  "Hie 
rl^t  of  revocation  Is  reserved  to  the  Imperial  Chancellor. 

Velvet  and  Silk  Goods. 

According  to  an  announcement  in  the  Konfectionar,  the  Union  of 
German  "Waolesalers  of  Velvet  and  Silk  Goods  has  decided  on  a 
further  increase  of  5  per  cent  on  all  manuf actiured  goods  of  these 
materials. 

HAIL  OF  FAME  FOB  BEUTHEIT  HESOES. 

[Consul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Breslaa,  Germany,  Aug.  25.] 

In  order  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  fallen  heroes  of  Beuthen, 
Upper  Silesia,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  memorial  hall  of  fame  in  that 
city.  It  is  to  be  a  semicircular  portico  supported  by  six  columns  and 
beams  with  an  attic  and  frieze.  A  flight  of  steps  will  form  the 
approach  while  the  rear  will  be  closed.  The  structure  will  be  30 
meters  long,  12  meters  high,  and  5  meters  (meter=3.28  feet)  deep. 
The  crowning  feature  of  the  building  will  be  a  huge  ir<m  cross,  and 
the  comer  pieces  will  be  omamentaL  The  interior  walls  will  be  regu- 
larly divided  by  pilasters  between  which  memorial  tablets  of  bronze 
and  marble  will  oe  placed.  The  site  has  not  yet  been  selected,  but 
this  together  with  idl  other  arrangements  has  been  entrusted  to  a 
committee  of  representative  citizens  of  Beuthen. 


HAWAn'S  ^ircnicLmo  uotob  boab  completes. 

[News  Barean  of  Hawaii  PromoUon  Committee,  BodoIoIu.] 

The  expenditure  of  $55,000  upon  the  Keaumuku  road,  at  the  north 
end  of  the  island  of  Hawaii,  completes  the  magnificent  scenic  auto 
rosd  clear  around  the  entire  island,  providing  a  run  of  240  miles  of 
perfect  surface.  This  circular  trip  is  becoming  increasingly  popular 
with  toturists,  the  marvelous  tropical  scenery  and  the  glimpses  of  the 
fast-vanishing  primitive  native  life  combining  with  the  excellent 
hotel  accommodation  to  insure  an  ideal  tour.  The  round  joumev 
can  be  made  in  two  days  if  desired.  Within  this  circle  are  four  vol- 
canoet^  two  extinct,  one  extremely  active,  and  one  intermittent  crater. 
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THE  SVOAE  UiJIUVntT  OP  OUB^ 

(ConsDl  Hennr  M.  Wolcott,  detailed  M  Ttce  eoMol  at  Habuu,  Sept.  10.] 

It  is  indeed  fortunate  for  Cuba  that  the  disastrous  effects  of  the 
European  conflict  and  other  conditions  upon  the  tobacco  industry  of 
the  Kepublic  are  more  than  offset  by  the  very  material  prosperity 
which  the  war  has  brought  to  the  sugar  industry,  sugar  and  tobacco 
being  the  island  s  two  great  staples.  The  compensation  is  such  that 
Cuba  is  to-day,  generally  speaking,  in  a  most  satisfactory  economic 
condition. 

The  sugar  production  of  the  island  in  the  present  year  should, 
with  anything  like  normally  favorable  weather  conditions,  exceed 
greatly  any  previous  crop,  as  the  increase  in  cane  plantings  has  been 
enormous.  Lands  in  the  western  section  of  the  Kepublic  that  have 
been  idle  for  20  years  or  more,  as  well  as  thousands  of  acres  which 
have  been  devoted  to  yucca,  bananas,  tobacco,  and  other  crops,  are 
this  year  planted  to  cane.  In  the  eastern  Provinces  of  Camaguey 
and  Oriente  immense  tracts  of  virgin  lands  have  gone  under  the 
plow  for  cane  plantings.  [Willett  &  Gray's  Septemfer  9th  estimate 
of  the  1914-16  Cuban  sugar  yield  is  2,600,000  long  tons,  against  a 
production  of  2,597,782  long  tons  in  1913-14  and  2,428,537" tons  in 
1912-13.] 

Planters  and  su^r  manufacturers  have  perfect  confidence  in  the 
continuance  of  satisfactory  prices  for  a  long  period,  though  a  few 
hold  pessimistic  views  as  to  a  possible  reaction  after  the  close  of  the 
war. 

Szports  of  Infu:  and  Trodneti. 

The  statistical  section  of  the  treasury  department  of  Cuba  has 
recently  made  public  some  interesting  figures  in  connection  with  the 
sugar  industry,  and  two  of  the  numerous  tables  contained  in  its 
publication,  "Industria  Azucarera  y  sus  Derivadas,"  are  reproduced 
below.  In  the  first  table  are  jfiven  the  exports  of  crude  sugar  from 
Cuba  and  the  countries  of  destination  in  1913  and  1914. 


Sogar  and  prodooti. 


erode  sugar 

United  States 

United  Kln(dom.. 

Fiance 

Japan , 

Canada 

BeUduni 

Netherlands 


Molassee 

t'nilM)  States 

United  Kingdom. 
Nellierlands 

Alcohol 

Aguardiente 

Knm 


191* 


QoaaUtT.        Valot. 


Totu. 

2,4n,im 

2,1»,7« 

340,  S70 

1J,077 


tl22,3m,0S3 

107.»7S,»O 

12,»8,8n 

SU.ISS 


23, 6S 

1,088,003 

146 

«,«» 

4,774 

204,730 

OallMU. 

flO,9R2,650 

2,027,  S96 

42,  ><«,«« 

1,277,025 

17,157,409 

71f<,12l 

1,440,000 

30,000 

219,478 

62,781 

1,935,646 

365,340 

3S7,SS« 

95,  an 

1014 


Quantity. 


Ton*. 

2,454,334 

2,164.021 

231,541 

26,633 

19,233 

6,724 

4,366 

1,154 

OoItMlf. 

84.652,997 

62.367,741 

20,S30,2S« 

1,455,000 

173,931 

1,845,976 

208,336 


ValiM. 


tI30,4l3,7» 

lI6,47>,aN 

10,V10b4l< 

1,4SJ,» 

983,  IM 

303,  SQ 

333,  a>s 

Ti,?sa 

2,4t5,Sai 

I,5I6.«7 

884,913 

43,  &« 

32,  OM 

3»,m 


Foreign  Supplies— Hatlonality  of  Planters. 

The  influence  of  Cuba's  sugar  industry  upon  the  island's  import 
trade  is  seen  in  the  large  annual  purchases  of  foreign  sacks  and 
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yaluable  machinery  joul  s^>aratii8.    The  imports  of  these  during  the 
past  two  years  totaled : 


Artieln  and  sootom. 


19U 


NU 


Bus 

VmMxA  BWtB ... 

British  India 

Uoited  Kingdom 

llezica 

•Oermany , 

Maililinij 1  spjsavtus — 

Unlt»d  Smies 

Valted  Ktegdooi. 

Belsium 

0«nnany 

Hetbarteads 

Fnmce 


n,DB,t6S 

i3,nD,m 

t,21«,«!« 

SK.1B9 

l,002.4/» 

1,117.863 

8S.'>,3M 

i,(m,7M 

.......... ^ 

I2.8t2 

4,220 

13,606 

•,6K.(l3e 

&,m.m4 

3,7ai,«ra 

2,If<3.«0 

921. %S 

TK.KIS 

i,oes,3«i 

1S7,172 

tt5,mo 

17,J2S 

C0,5S5 

216^C0e 

9,127 

In  connection  ipith  the  snffar  industry  it  is  interesting  to  note  the 
nationality  of  the  owners  of  the  various  sugar  estates  and  mills  in 
the  Kepublic.  Of  the  170  operating  estates  in  tlie  island  67  are 
owned  by  Cubans,  43  by  Americans,  42  by  Spaniards,  and  18  bj 
nationals  of  other  countries. 


(CDDSid  S.  M.  lAirton,  TegadcKlim,  Aag-  *-] 

In  a  number  of  reports  on  local  trade  conditicms  this  oonaolate 
has  discussed  a  project  of  developing  AiBerican  trade  throt^  agents 
hei«,  &aaoed  by  American  capital ;  and  especial  reference  has  hem 
made  in  these  reports  to  the  Banco  de  Comercio  of  this  city,  a  seai- 
American  institution,  with  whose  officials  iho  wi^er  has  had  a  niimbcr 
of  interviews  on  the  subject  The  hank's  mana^ser,  Mr.-Elraesto 
Lazarus,  finally  went  to  the  United  States  to  secure,  if  possihte,  the 
necessary  financial  support,  and  has  just  returned,  having  oraapdeted 
all  necessary  arrangements. 

Tlufi  consulate  is  infonaed  tiiat  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank  has 
been  increased  $150,000,  and  an  additkmal  ooounereial  ci«dit  has  been 
secured  of  $200,000  or  more  if  necessary.  Additional  rooms  aidjoifi- 
ing  the  bank's  quarters  will  be  equipped  at  once  as  sample  rooms  in 
which  to  display  American  goods  with  a  competent  sales  manager  in 
charge.  Neoeeeary  credit  will  be  supplied  by  the  bank  to  local  mer- 
chants, and  purchases  will  be  made  through  the  New  York  office. 

Agencies  will  be  aocq>ted  for  all  lines  of  imports,  among  which 
are  the  following :  Groomes,  canned  goods,  caniUes,  eondensed  milk, 
soap,  dry  goods  «»d  nations,  ootton  piece  goods,  woolen  goods,  diil- 
dren's  dresses,  haberdashery,  underwear,  Ktoes,  hate,  lard,  butter  m 
tins,  oonf ectionery,  wines  and  liqoors,  floor,  com,  rice,  beans,  crock- 
ery, granite  were,  jew<elrT,  paints,  vamid^  shoe  Sndinfs  and  leader, 
l»rdware,  electriciU  goods,  window  glasB,  cigarettas,  etc. 

Gatalognes  and  prices  shonld  be  sent  to  the  Banco  de  Oomercio, 
T^adgalpa,  H<H«!aras,  Central  America,  and  to  the  New  York  office 
ofPano^ee  &  Co.,  New  Yoi^  C^.  Samples  are  also  desired,  as 
iur  as  can  be  oonsatently  supplied,  of  wnicli  both  oiSces  sfaoold 
roeerve  a  «et.  Oerrrespnndenee  may  be  in  Enf^ish,  t^ugh  catalogues, 
•8  far  «8  paomWe,  should  also  be  in  the  Spani^  language  tor  moro 
ready  consideration  by  Spanidi-speaking  fcvyers. 
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OBEAT  L&XES  TO  ALASKA. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  new  Unit^i  States  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey  vessel  has  been  awarded  by  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce Bedfield  to  the  Manitowoc  Shipbuilding  &  Dry  Dock  Co., 
located  on  Lake  Michigan,  at  Manitowoc,  Wis.  The  contract  price 
was  only  $189,000  for  the  bare  hull  and  machinery,  but  the  ultimate 
cost  of  «ie  vessel  fully  equipped  will  be  $220,000. 

The  new  vessel  will  be  named  the  Surveyor^  and  will  be  used  in 
surveying  and  charting  the  dangerous  waters  of  Alaska  and  the 
Bering  Sea  in  the  summer  and  the  coasts  of  Washington,  Oregon, 
and  California  in  the  winter. 

The  Surveyor  will  be  a  steel  steamer  of  about  1,000  tons  displace- 
ment, with  triple-expansion  engines,  and  will  use  crude  oil  as  fueL 
She  will  accommodate  66  officers  and  men,  and  carry  enough  fuel 
and  stores  to  stay  at  sea  on  a  surveying  cruise  for  about  three  months 
at  a  time  without  returning  to  heroase  of  supplies. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  Surveyor  must  be  com- 
pleted withm  one  year,  but  Vice  President  West,  of  the  Manitowoc 
company,  who  came  to  Washington  to  consult  with  E.  Lester  Jones, 
Superintendent  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey, 
about  the  construction  of  the  vessel,  says  she  will  be  finished  in  much 
less  time,  possibly  as  early  as  the  1st  of  next  August^  which  will 
leave  ample  time  to  take  the  v^sel  to  the  Atlantic  coast  before  the 
close  of  navigation  in  the  Great  Lakes. 

A  remarkaole  feature  of  the  award  of  this  contract  lies  in  the  fact 
that  a  shipbuilding  company  located  on  Lake  Michigan  should  build 
an  ocean-going  vessel  destined  for  service  in  Alaska.  This  brings 
home  the  important  commercial  fact  that  after  all  the  Great  Lakes, 
extending  far  into  the  interior  of  the  American  Continent,  are  for  all 
practical  purposes  a  part  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  It  also  speaks  well 
tor  tiie  enterprise  of  the  shipbuilding  company  which  is  to  build  the 


Secretary  of  Commerce  Bedfield  is  much  pleased  at  the  prospect 
of  getting  the  new  vessel  ahead  of  time.  He  considers  the  charting 
of  uie  waters  of  Alaska  a  vital  part  of  the  work  of  his  department. 


AHEBICAN  HACHmE&T  FOB  BTJSSIA  Aim  FDTLAHI). 

A  native  of  Finland  now  residing  in  Chicago,  together  with  three 
other  Finns,  is  about  to  organize  a  company  to  handle  American 
machinery  in  northern  Russia  and  Finland  at  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent European  war.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  firm  to  sell  to  the  whole- 
sale trade,  through  offices  in  Petrograd  and  Helsingfors,  general 
machinery  and  factory  equipment,  paper-making  machinery,  motor 
vehicles  and  motors,  water  pipes  and  pimips,  steam  boilers,  armatures, 
steam  engines,  electric  dynamos  and  specialties,  and  machinists'  tools. 
The  promoter  of  the  enterprise  has  asked  the  Chicago  branch  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  to  place  him  in  com- 
munication with  manufacturers  of  the  lines  enumerated  who  widli 
representation  on  the  Continent  upon  the  cessation  of  h(»tilittes.  In- 
terested American  exporters  are  accordingly  referred  to  that  office 
for  additional  information. 
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FRUIT-OASiriBe  METHODS  Dl  CAVADA  IKPBOVED. 

[Consul  Samuel  C.  Beat,  Calgary,  Alberta.  Sept.  3.] 

The  principal  canning  factories  in  Canada  are  located  on  the 
Kiagara  Paunsula  and  in  British  Columbia,  at  Kelowna,  Vernon, 
and  Misaon.  The  Government  records  show  82  establishments  can- 
ning fruits  and  vegetables,  with  an  annual  valuation  of  $5,971,062. 
There  are  65  establishments  that  produce  evaporated  fruits,  showing 
a  valuation,  according  to  the  most  recent  report,  of  $448,929. 

The  establishments Hboth  east  and  west  are  improving  their  method^, 
and  the  growers  of  fruit  are  also  doing  much  better  in  Canada  than 
formerly.  With  the  present  customs  tariff  against  imports  of  canned 
and  fresh  fruits  and  the  tendency  of  the  Canadian  product  to  im- 
prove, it  is  evident  that  this  market  will  be  more  difficult  for  foreign 
products  to  enter  than  it  has  been  during  the  past  10  or  15  years. 

The  Canadian  customs  tariff  is  as  follows :  Fruit  in  air-tight  tins, 
2is  cents  per  pound,  weight  of  package  included;  jams,  jellies,  etc., 
3|  cents  per  pound.  Fresh  fruits — oranges  free ;  apples,  40  cents  per 
barrel  or  3  boxes;  pears,  50  cents  per  hundred  pounds;  plums,  30 
cents  per  bushel;  prunes,  67  cents  per  hundred  pounds;  dates  and 
figs,  55  cents  per  hundred  pounds;  dried  fruits,  such  as  prunes,  cur- 
rants, and  raisins,  two-thirds  of  a  cent  per  pound ;  dried  fruits,  such 
as  apples,  apricots,  etc.,  25  per  cent.  A  surtax  of  7^  per  cent  ad 
valorem  is  charged  on  most  imports  i;nto  Canada,  including  all  fruits 
except  limes,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  rates  of  doty. 

(Usts  of  tbe  principal  Importers  of  canned  and  fresh  fruits  in  Alberta, 
Canada,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  branch  offices.    Refer  to  file  No.  69947.] 


DETEBimVES  £OSS  OF  WEIGHT  IN  WOOL  SCOTTSIHO. 

A  knowledge  of  the  amount  of  shrinkage  in  weight  produced  when 
raw  wool  is  scoured  or  cleaned  is  necessary  in  fixing  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  the  raw  wool,  and  to  secure  data  on  the  subject  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  recently  conducted  an  investigation. 
The  results  will  be  published  soon  by  the  Bureau. 

Raw  wool  may  contain  from  15  to  80  per  cent  of  grease  and  dirt, 
according  to  the  breed  of  sheep,  the  kind  of  food  upon  which  the 
animal  has  lived,  character  of  the  country  with  reference  to  grass, 
sand,  and  stones  and  other  infkiences. 

The  scope  of  the  investigation  was  (1)  to  obtain  some  definite 
knowledge  as  to  the  ^[irinkage  of  some  of  the  foreign  wools  imported 
into  this  country;  (2)  to  ascertain  the  shrinkage  variations  in  two 
samplings  of  the  same  fieece;  and  (3)  the  difference  in  shrinka^ 
between  two  fieeces  of  the  same  breed  of  sheep  which  were  grown  m 
the  same  section  of  country. 

Forty-nine  fleeces  of  Australian  and  New  Zealand  wools  were  em- 
ployed in  the  experiments,  the  results  showing  the  yield  of  clean  wool 
to  be  from  19.5  to  54  per  cent. 

This  technologic  paper.  No.  57,  will  be  ready  for  distribution  about 
the  Ist  of  December,  and  copies  wUl  be  mailed  to  any  intra^sted 
pers(Hi  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washingt<Hi,  D.  d 
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DMBT  nroirsiBT  nr  hew  zealahd. 


[Consal  General  Alfred  A.  Wiaslow,  AackUnd,  Ang.  18.] 

The  dairy  industrj  in  New  Zealand  has  become  an  important 
factor  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the  future  seems  bright. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  North  Island,  where  the  climate  is  well 
adapted  to  the  industry,  since  pasturage  is  good  the  year  around, 
and  it  is  never  necessary  to  feed  stock. 

Hunber  and  Clan  of  Faotories. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  ending  with  April  30, 1915,  there  were  167 
public  creameries,  330  public  cheese  factories,  64  private  creameries, 
and  24  private  cheese  factories  in  operation  in  the  Dominion,  against 
181  public  creameries,  293  public  cheese  factories,  100  private  cream- 
eries, and  23  private  cheese  factories  at  the  same  time  m  1914.  Most 
of  the  private  dairies  have  fewer  than  50  cows.  These  dairies  are 
fitted  up  with  up-to-date  dairy  machinery,  and  are  modem  in 
every  way. 
Production  and  Exportation  of  Butter  and  CheeM. 

The  following  table  gives  the  production  and  export  of  butter  and 
cheese  from  the  497  public  factories  during  the  seasons  ending  with 
March  31, 1913, 1914,  and  1915: 


Batter. 

Cheese. 

1913 

WU 

1915 

1913 

-  1»U 

1915 

Output , 

Tom. 

2S,ftM 

U,4&7 

row. 
31,  MS 
19,743 

Ton*. 
31,333 

ao,»a 

Totu. 

34,105 

31,709 

Ton*. 
37^119 

Tom. 
40, 951 

Kxport  .................................. 

The  price  of  butter  and  cheese  has  advanced  materially  during  the 
past  year,  until  at  present  butter  is  quoted  at  wholesale  at  $30  per 
hundredweight  and  cheese  at  $18  per  hundredweight,  against  $25  per 
hundredweight  for  butter  and  $15  per  hundredweight  for  cheese  on 
August  18,  1914. 

Canada  and  the  United  States  took  55,971  boxes  (a  box  of  butter 
contains  56  pounds)  of  butter  during  the  11  months  ending  July  31, 
1915,  against  176,599  boxes  for  a  like  period  last  year.  During  the 
same  time  in  1914r-15  England  took  697,740  boxes  against  613,641 
boxes  for  the  same  period  last  year.  The  export  of  cheese  to  Great 
Britain  showed  a  slight  decrease. 

DEVELOPHEirt  OF  HAWAIIAH  BANAHA  nn)TJSTKY. 

[News  Bureaa  of  Hawaii  Promotion  Committee,  Honoluln.] 

A  marked  increase  in  the  demand  for  Hawaiian-grown  bananas 
along  the  Pacific  coast  and  as  far  east  as  Chicago  has  awakened  a 
new  mdustry,  in  which  growers  in  the  islands  are  reaping  a  substan- 
tial profit.  W.  A.  Anderson,  now  representing  the  territorial  mar- 
keting division  on  the  mainland,  reports  one  dealer  alone  has  agreed 
to  handle  himdreds  of  bunches  of  the  fruit  on  the  arrival  of  each 
steamer  from  Honolulu.  It  is  estimated  that  growers  may  net  70  cents 
a  bunch.  The  Matson  steamers  LurltTie  and  Manoa  are  said  to  be 
especially  equipped  to  handle  large  consignments  of  bananas  between 
the  islands  and  the  coast.  The  Bluefields  banana  is  now  one  of  tho 
most  successfully  grown  varieties  in  the  islands. 
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CANADIAir  UFE-nrSUBAHCE  SEFOBTS. 

(Consul  Julius  D.  Drcher,  Toronto,  Sept  11.] 

At  the  Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Life  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation of  Canada,  held  in  Toronto  September  8-10,  a  good  deal  of 
attention  was  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  eflFects  of  alcoholic 
drinka  Dr.  R.  F.  McMahon,  addressing  the  convention  regarding 
the  medical  examination  of  applicants  for  insurance,  said : 

The  results  sttuwn  by  the  medical  actuarial  Investigation  are  lu  full  accord 
with  the  eximricnees  of  the  companies  which  made  a  separate  classification  of 
risks  as  nbstuiuers  and  nonabstainei's.  The  use  of  alcoliol  even  in  quantities 
that  many  consider  moderate  and  harmless  is  shown  to  have  a  remarkable 
effect  on  longevity.  Every  fact  points  to  the  conclusion  that  those  who  have 
nsed  alcohol  to  excess  In  the  past,  or  nse  it  even  occasionally  to  excess  at 
present,  are  not  insurable  as  present  risks. 

Insaranoe  Leotarec  in  VnlTertltles. 

The  wide  range  of  subjects  discussed  by  the  convention  gives  a 
good  idea  of  its  educational  value  not  only  to  its  members  but  to  the 
public  in  general.  The  question  of  creating  chairs  for  insurance  in 
the  universities  was  again  considered  at  length  by  the  meeting,  while 
the  subject  of  introducing  insurance  lectures  was  also  discu^ed.  It 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  convention  that  some  definite  step 
in  this  direction  should  be  taken,  and  a  simsestion  was  made  that  the 
underwriters  should  assume  a  portion  of  tne  cost  of  providing  the 
lectures  or  paying  the  expenses  of  a  chair,  while  the  remaining  por- 
tion should  be  borne  by  the  various  insurance  companies. 

Extent  of  Insnrance  Written. 

Something  of  the  great  work  that  is  being  accomplished  by  life 
underwriters  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  table  showing  the 
amount  of  the  new  insurance  written  in  Canada  each  year  since  the 
formation  of  the  Association:  1907,  $90,382,932;  1908,  $99,896,206; 
1909,  $131,739,078;  1^10,  $152,762,520^  1911,  $176,866,979;  1912, 
$219,205,103;  1913,  $231,608,546;  1914,  $216,901,816.  The  decrease  in 
new  business  in  1914  may  be  regarded  as  a  result  of  the  conditions 
produced  by  the  war. 

More  than  half  of  the  net  amount  of  life  insurance  in  force  in 
Canada  in  1914  is  on  the  books  of  the  Canadian  companies,  as  the 
following  Bgures  show:  Canadian  companies,  $794,520,923;  British 
and  colonial  companies,  $35,565,112;  United  States  companies,  $386,- 
869,397.  There  are  three  Canadian  companies  having  more  than 
$100,000,000  each  of  insurance  in  force  in  the  Dominion. 


COOPEEATIVE  BRANCH  OFFICE  OP  THE  BUHEAXT. 

Under  a  special  plan  worked  out  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  the  Detroit  Board  of  Commerce,  Detroit,  Mich., 
has  now  established  a  Foreign  Trade  Bureau  and  will  become  an 
active  cooperative  branch  office.  This  work  will  be  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  Mr.  Robert  F.  Gifford,  who  has  spent  some  time  in  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestip  Commerce  and  its  branch  offices 
familiarizing  himself  with  his  new  duties.  This  makes  the  fourth 
organization  to  take  advantage  of  the  offer  of  this  bureau,  the  other 
cooperative  branch  offices  being  located  at  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  and 
Los  Angeles. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1520  COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 

FOBEIGN  TBADE  OFPOBTinnTIES. 

Beserred  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrena  and  its  braaek  oflte«a.  Heqoest 
(or  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  tUe  aiiBther  glTen. 

Sweaters,  No.  1S478. — A  business  nmn  in  Switzerland  has  requested  an  Amer- 
ican consular  officer  to  ^^liieo  him  In  communication  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  a  good  grade  of  sweaters  and  sweater  snita  (not 
combined)  of  wool  and  half  wool  for  children.  The  man  desires  to  place 
an  order  valued  at  oyer  $10,000.  Quotations  should  be  made  £.  o.  b.  Bor- 
deaux.   Correspondence  should  be  in  German. 

Cauttic  soda.  No.  18479. — ^A  soap  manufacturer  in  Norway  would  lllie  to  recrfve 
quotations  on  caustic  soda  for  use  in  mnlving  soap.  The  firm  Is  also  Inter- 
ested in  potash,  lye,  and  ammonia  alkali  soda  ash.  The  firm  is  willing  to 
imy  cash.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English.    Bank  references  are  given. 

Fan»,  lanterns,  lunch  taskets,  etc..  No.  184S0. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
Africa  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and 
full  Information  relative  to  fans,  lanterns,  lunch  baskets  with  compart- 
ments, sewing-machine  and  hand  needles,  toilet  paper,  and  typewriter 
supplies.  Prices  and  discounts  should  be  stated.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

General  representation.  No.  18481. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  re- 
ports that  a  firm  of  civil  and  electrical  engineers  has  Just  begun  business  In 
his  district  and  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  ex- 
porters. The  firm  desires  to  make  a  specialty  of  the  sale  of  American 
goods.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  Quotations  should  be  made 
c.  1.  f.  Santos. 

Iron  bars,  No.  18482. — ^An  Importer  in  an  insular  possession  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  small  shipments 
of  round  and  flat  iron  bars.  The  following  dimensions  are  In  demand :  Bars 
I  Inch,  round  )  inch,  and  flat  If  by  i  indies.  Correspondence  should 
be  in  Portuguese. 

Hardware,  etc..  No.  18483. — A  business  man  in  India  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  mill  mpplles.  cotton-gin'  supplies,  and  all  lines  of 
hardware.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Chemicals,  cetncnt,  fruits,  furniture,  etc..  No.  18484. — An  American  consular 
officer  In  Brazil  writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  acetic  acid,  alkali,  bicar- 
bonate of  soda,  caustic  soda,  cement,  chemicals,  citric  acid,  coal,  codfish, 
copiier  in  sheets,  cottouseed  oil,  cream  of  tartar,  dried  fruits,  bops,  iron 
and  steel,  leather  for  boots  and  furniture,  malt,  muriatic  acid,  phosj^tes, 
rosin,  sulphuric  acid,  tartaric  acid,  tiles  (glazed),  tin,  tin  plates,  tobacco, 
turpentine,  and  wire  (fencing  and  barl>ed).  Correspondence  shoald  be  in 
Portuguese.  Weights  and  measures  should  be  stated  in  the  metric  system. 
It  is  explained  that  extreme  care  should  be  taken  in  pacldng  the  goods. 

Piece  goods.  No.  18485.— A  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  Africa  advises  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  receive  catalogues  with  fall 
information  relative  to  piece  goods  of  all  kinds,  particularly  cotton  gooda. 
Samples  should  be  sent.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Paints,  varnish,  and  tin  foil,  No.  18486.— An  American  consular  officer  in  an 
Insular  possession  writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  pa^ 
chase  li  tons  of  brewer's  pitch,  a  quantity  of  varnish,  and  about  200  pounds 
of  tin  foil.  Prices  und  samples  should  be  sent  Correspondoice  and  de- 
scriptive literature  may  be  In  English. 


Branch  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  7SS  OUrer  BnlUiac; 
Chloago,  S04  Pederal  Building;  St.  lK>nis,  408  Third  National  Bank  BalldlaCi 
AtlanU,  621  Post  OfBee  Bnilding;  New  Orleans,  1020  Hlbemia  Bank  BoUdlBff;  8U 
Prancisco,  306  United  Stotes  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle,  922  Alaska  BvUdixc.  Coeftr- 
ative  branch  offices:  Cleyeland,  Chamber  of  Conunerce;  Claolnaatl,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 

WASHiNOTOR :  aonaMMiMT  nuxnira  omnca :  vut 
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JJKFAISL  COMPETITION. 

Many  inquiries  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  as  to  the  prevention  of  unfair  foreign  competi- 
tion against  the  new  American  industries  established  during  the  war. 
In  view  of  this  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  the  chief  of  this  Bureau : 

If  the  question  arises  as  to  tbe  attitude  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
toward  what  is  called  "dumping"  after  the  war  shall  end,  you  may  say  that 
I  shall  recommend  in  my  annual  report  that  unfair  competition  from  abroad 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  injure  a  legitimate  American  industry  any  more  than 
It  is  permitted  to  do  so  in  our  domestic  field.  Especially  I  shall  oppose  action 
on  the  part  of  any  foreign  monopoly  toward  controlling  the  American  marliet 
by  unfair  competition  in  an  attempt  to  injure  or  destroy  an  American  industry. 
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  this  should  be  done.  Tbe  more  serious  ques- 
tion to  which  consideration  is  being  given  is  as  to  the  method  of  doing  It. 
Various  plans  have  been  proposed,  some  of  which  seem  to  permit  reactions 
wblcb  are  possibly  undesirable.  I  am  considering  tbe  methods  used  in  different 
countries,  with  a  frank  preference  for  such  as  have  nothing  to  do  with  tarilTs 
or  duties.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  receive  suggestions  from  practical  com- 
mercial men  as  to  tbe  most  efficient  means  of  detecting  and  preventing  this 
unfair  competition. 

You  may  be  quite  sure  of  my  earnest  purpose  to  provide,  so  far  as  it  lies 
In  my  power  to  do  so,  that  American  industries  shall  not  suffer  from  a  typo 
of  unfair  competition  at  the  hands  of  foreign  producers  which  would  be  for- 
bidden if  it  took  place  at  the  hands  of  American  producers. 

There  is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  make  known  this  expression  of  my 
views. 

Yours,  very  truly,  William  C.  Redfield. 

Dr.  R  E.  Pbatt, 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 

409  Custom  House,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
an'-vi  1521 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1522  COMMBBCB  BEP0BT8. 

0SHS1T8  BTTBEATTS  EXHIBIT  AT  THE  EXPOSEEIOT. 

One  of  the  interesting  exhibits  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition 
is  that  of  the  Federal  Census  Bureau.  Its  most  prominent  feature 
is  the  display  of  automatic  tabulating  machinery,  but  statistical  pub- 
lications, some  of  which  are  of  great  historical  value,  together  with 
maps,  charts,  diagrams,  etc,  are  also  attracting  much  attention. 
Commenting  on  this  exhibit,  the  San  Francisco  Daily  Joomal  of 
Commerce  says  in  a  recent  issue: 

Aside  from  the  general  Interest  which  the  BXltlblt  of  the  United  States  Census 
Bureau  In  the  Palac-e  of  Liberal  Arts  is  arousing  Is  the  particular  Interest  It 
baa  for  bustneas  men  and  manufacturen.  Complete  statlstlca  od  populatlaB. 
agrlcultarc  manufactures,  fbredts,  mines  and  qnarr1««,  mortality,  and  finance 
are  shown  in  the  Tiirions  publications  of  the  bureau,  together  with  r^iorts  by 
States  and  counties  and  an  analjsls  of  the  figures  secnred.  One  feature  of  the 
exhibit  is  attracting  tbe  attention  of  foreign  GovemmeDta.  This  is  the  anti>- 
matlc  tabulating  machine  (of  which  there  are  three  on  exhibition)  used  In  tbe 
compiling  of  vital  Rtnti.stlcs.  These  machines  tabulate  and  print  results  at  the 
rate  of  ISO.OOO  cards  per  day.  Thej  are  owned  and  manufactured  by  tbe  Gov- 
ernment. Maps  and  charts  showing  the  census  figures  for  Califomin  are  dis- 
Idayed,  and  also  n  series  of  charts  Illustrating  the  registration  areas  for  deatb 
throughont  the  country.  To  become  n  reglstratloin  area  a  State  most  prove 
that  it  reports  at  least  90  pet  cent  of  its  deatha  TlM  present  registration  area 
comprises  about  70  per  cent  of  the  United  StateSw 

The  genealogical  value  of  tbe  census  records  is  not  generally  appreciated. 
Tbey  contain  a  return  of  tbe  whole  nomber  of  peraons  wldiln  the  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States  In  1790,  and  the  first  censoa,  taken  in  tite  aanw  year, 
contains  tbe  heads  of  families  of  12  of  the  ICastern  and  Southern  States,  to- 
gether  with  the  members  of  the  families,  free  or  slave.  Some  of  tfaeae  orii^nal 
records  for  that  period  are  shown  in  cnses.  William  Lane  AasttOv-af  the  Wadi* 
Ington  office,  is  in  charge  of  the  exhibit. 


OUVE  O&OF  IH  SOUTHEBF  FBiJTCE. 

(CoDdil  WllUam  DalsDT  Hunter.  NIc*,  Aog.  27.] 

The  outlook  for  next  spring's  olive  crop  in  this  ocnsolar  district 
is  unsatisfactoi^.  The  reasons  given  by  several  of  the  largest  olire- 
oil  refiners  in  this  citv  are  that  after  a  year  during  which  the  olive 
trees  have  produced  large  quantities  of  fruit,  as  was  the  case  last 
year,  the  yield  the  foUowmg  year  is  usually  poor  and  that  field  hands 
are  scarce,  the  consequence  of  which  is  that  the  trees  have  not  in  the 
last  year  received  the  necessary  culture  and  care  that  they  require. 
Ehie  to  these  facts,  the  olives  are  not  juicy  and  are  at  present  little 
developed,  and  the  growers  do  not  believe  that  the  quality  of  the  oil 
produced  from  next  year's  olive  crop  will  be  a  good  one. 


COHDinOH  OF  THE  EOTFTIAV  COTTOH  CROP. 

[Consul  Arthur  Oarrelo,  Alexandria.  EffrPt  Sept.  4,  1016;  data  taken  txom  BoUetio  •( 
Alexandria  General  Produce  Aaaodatlon  for  Aug.,  191S.] 

Weather  favorable.  Water  supply  sufficient.  Slight  damage  from 
common  boll  worm  whose  ravages  are  over.  Extent  of  pmk-boll 
worm  menace  still  undefined.  This  parasite  has  spread  generally 
over  the  whole  country.  Bolls  opening  well.  Picking  sporadically 
begun  will  be  general  between  10th  and  20th  of  September,  some  10 
or  15  days  earlier  than  last  year.  Crop  prospects  satisfactory  on 
the  whole. 
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CBISIS  IH  SHIFPINO  ON  THE  FACIEIC. 

(Consul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Aug.  20.] 

The  sale  of  the  vessels  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  engaged 
in  trans-Pacific  service  to  the  Atlantic  Transport  Co.  has  precipi- 
tated a  crisis  in  the  carrving  trade  of  the  Far  East  as  related  to 
trans-Pacific  service  which  is  of  the  greatest  possible  practical  im- 
portance to  American  exporters  and  importers  interested  in  Far 
Eastern  trade. 

As  is  generally  known,  the  sale  includes  all  American  vessels  of 
the  trans-Pacific  fleet  of  this  company — the  Mongolia,  of  27,000  tons 
displacement ;  the  Manchuria,  of  27,000  tons  displacement ;  the  Korea, 
of  18,000  tons  displacement;  the  Siberia,  of  18,000  tons  displace- 
ment ;  and  the  China,  of  10,200  tons  displacement.  The  line  has  two 
other  vessels  in  the  service — the  Persia,  of  9,000  tons  displacement, 
which  is  British  built  and  is  operated  under  the  British  flag,  and 
the  iVile,  formerly  the  property  of  the  Koyal  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  of 
11,000  tons  displacement,  and  also  operated  imder  the  British  flag. 
So  far  only  the  vessels  operated  under  the  American  flag  have  been 
sold.  The  Persia,  it  is  understood,  is  offered  for  sale,  and  is  sched- 
uled for  only  one  more  trip.  The  NUe  has  been  engaged  in  transport 
service  for  the  British  Government  since  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
.  and  will  not  be  available  for  any  nongovernmental  service  imtil  the 
war  is  over. 
Closing  Vp  Business. 

The  company  has  prepared  to  wind  up  its  business  in  this  part  of 
the  world  completely.  Orders  have  been  sent  general  agents  to  close 
up  their  own  agencies  as  well  as  all  subagencies  in  all  parts  of  the 
Far  East.  The  personnel  of  the  staffs  in  various  offices  have  been 
given  notice  of  nonemployment  and  the  Americans  employed  in 
various  offices  have  been  given  similar  notice,  with  an  indication  of 
what  steamers  they  are  to  take  for  their  return  to  the  United  States 
and  notice  of  no  employment  when  they  reach  the  United  States. 
In  Hongkong  the  offices  of  the  company  are  to  be  closed  and  the 
lease  of  an  exceptionally  favorable  office  location  has  been  taken  over 
by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  a  competing  Japanese  company.  All 
the  extra  parts,  heavy  gear,  and  all  parts  and  belongings  to  the 
various  ships  of  the  company  retained  in  dockyards  here,  where  most 
of  the  repair  work  on  the  vessels  usually  has  been  done  since  this 
was  the  oriental  terminus  of  the  line,  have  been  ordered  returned  to 
the  United  States,  and  all  warehouses,  launches,  lighters,  and  other 
property  have  been  ordered  sold.  The  business  of  the  company,  in 
short,  is  being  wound  up  immediately. 

While  it  is  not  competent  to  discuss  in  a  consular  report  the 
causes  or  circumstances  in  the  United  States  which  have  brought 
about  the  winding  up  of  the  business  of  this  company  on  the  Pacific, 
there  are  certain  practical  and  immediate  results  of  the  change 
which  must  be  taken  into  consideration  by  American  business  men 
interested  in  the  trade  of  the  Orient  in  any  way  or  to  any  degree,  and, 
indeed,  by  all  interests  concerned  in  American  trade  abroad  in 
general. 
Vormer  Trans-Pacifie  Service. 

In  ordinary  years  immediately  previous  to  the  war  there  has  been 
available  for  trans-Pacific  transportation  of  freight  a  total  ton- 
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nage  of  at  least  986,000  tons  actnal  carrying  eapadty  in  vessels' 
bound  from  the  Far  East  to  San  Francisco  or  to  Puget  Sound  ports. 
The  service  included  one  steamer  per  month  of  the  Royal  Mail 
Steamship  Co.  and  Glen  Line,  one  steamer  per  numth  of  the 
Hamburg- American  Line,  one  st^imer  per  month  of  the  Blue  Funnel 
Line,  two  steamers  per  month  of  the  Nippon  Yuaen  Kaisha,  two 
steamers  per  month  of  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha,  c«e  sailing  eadi 
three  weeks  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Steamship  Line,  four  sailingg 

Eer  year  each  by  the  Great  Northern  Steamship  Co.  and  the  Dollar 
line,  and  one  sailing  per  week  by  steamers  of  the  Pacific  Biail  Steam- 
sliip  Co.  and  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  on  joint  schednle,  say,  13  steam- 
ersper  month  or  156  per  year,  of  which  the  Pacific  Mail  furnished  35. 
Tne  actual  carrying  capacity  of  the  Pacific  Mail  steamers,  exclud- 
ing the  Nil«,  was  44,830  tons,  sailing  five  times  a  year,  or  a  total  of 
225,160  tons,  or  an  average  of  7,472  tons  of  cargo  space  per  vessel. 
TbiB  space  could  be,  and  after  the  war  actually  was,  increased  by  the 
use  of  certain  coal  bunkers  to  60,880  tons,  or  254,150  tons  per  year. 
The  Pacific  Mail  steamers,  however,  were  much  above  the  average  in 
size,  the  rate  of  6,000  tons  per  sailing  or  986,000  per  year  pro^bly 
being  a  fair  estimate  for  all  steamers. 

Chaases  Vne  to  War. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  lines  operating  a«roas  the  Pacific . 
included  only  the  Blue  Funnel  Line,  one  sailing  per  month;  the  Nip- 
pon Yusen  Kaisha,  two  sailings  per  month ;  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha, 
one  sailing  per  month ;  and  all  others  together  about  one  sailing  eadi 
two  months,  with  the  one  sailing  per  week  of  the  Pacific  Mail  and 
Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  say  nine  and  one-half  sailings  per  month,  or 
about  684,000  tons  per  year. 

The  actual  freight  moving  in  ordinary  years,  of  course,  has  been 
considerably  less  Qian  this  available  tonnage,  leaving  unoccupied  or 
unused  a  considerable  portion  of  this  total  of  the  available  tonnage. 
With  the  advent  of  the  war  in  Europe  and  the  reduction  of  available 
tonnage,  however,  came  a  different  situation.  While  the  shipment  of 
roods  from  Asia  to  America  fell  off  materially  the  tonnage  available 
for  the  transportation  of  such  goods  fell  off  in  much  greater  pn^r- 
tion.  Ever  since  the  be^nning  of  the  war  freight  has  been  oltered  in 
greater  quantity  than  ships  could  carry. 

In  spite  of  special  efforts  to  overcome  this  condition,  freight  has 
piled  up  on  the  docks  in  oriental  ports  and  in  American  ports  as  well 
until  at  times  as  much  as  from  75,000  to  80,000  tons  or  freight  was 
offered  in  ports  of  the  Far  East  without  vessels  to  accept  it.  While, 
with  summer  dullness  which  has  been  greater  than  usual  this  year  be- 
cause of  generally  depressed  trade  all  over  the  world  this  surplus  of 
freight  has  been  greatly  reduced  and  tonnage  at  the  present  time 
from  Asia  to  America  may  be  considered  adequate  for  immediate 
needs,  the  revival  of  business  in  September  and  October  will  bring 
about  another  freight  shortage  if  all  the  vessels  now  in  service  are 
kept  on  the  Pacific. 

This  shortage  will  be  serious  and  will  materially  affect  American 
trade  to  and  from  the  Orient.  Already  the  freight  situation  has 
been  unfavorable  to  American  trade,  particularly  the  export  of 
American  steel  and  oil  products  and  other  heavy  goods.  IVade  in 
American  steel  has  become  exceptionally  brisk  beotuae  of  the  war 
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in  Europe.  Many  lines  of  American  trade  in  this  part  of  the  world 
which  have  been  built  up  after  years  of  effort  and  careful  nursing 
depend  very  largely  upon  prompt  communication  and  regular  steam- 
ship service.  Other  lines  of  trade  which  the  United  States  has  com- 
menced to  enter  with  notable  success  are  hampered  and  American 
interests  restricted  in  their  business  by  the  lack  of  freight  facilities 
and  the  high  price  of  freights  due  to  inadequate  tonnage. 
What  Pnrther  loss  Means. 

To  this  shortage,  already  anticipated  and  already  the  subject  of 
complaint  and  adjustment,  must  now  be  added  the  loss  of  the  30 
sailings  per  year,  at  present  realized,  of  the  largest  and  best-equipped 
line  on  the  Pacific — a  loss  of  at  least  224,150  tons  of  actual  carrymg 
capacity,  without  considering  the  possible  expansion  of  which  it  is 
capable,  reducing  the  total  available  tonnage  across  the  Pacific  to 
about  half  what  it  has  been  in  normal  times  and  reducing  the  number 
of  sailings  of  mail  and  passenger  vessels  about  half. 

The  Pacific  Mail  Co.'s  ships  actually  carried  cargo  from  Hong- 
kong alone  between  January  1  and  June  30  of  the  present  year  to 
the  amount  of  53,386  measured  tons  and  from  all  Eastern  ports 
took  at  least  120,000  tons  of  actual  cargo.  In  that  time  it  had  at 
least  132,490  tons  of  space  available  for  service  which  could  be  ma- 
terially increased  if  not  required  for  passengers — a  margin  between 
space  available  and  actual  cargo  which  is  very  narrow  in  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  a  line  of  ships. 

What  therefore  was  a  serious  shortage  of  available  ships  before, 
now  becomes  a  direct  and  positive  menace  to  all  American  trade  in 
the  Pacific.    The  situation  presented,  in  fact,  is  an  impossible  one. 
Passengrer  FaelUties. 

In  the  way  of  passenger  service  the  situation  is  even  more  serious. 
The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  and  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  carry  a 
few  intermediate  class  passengers  on  the  runs  to  Puget  Soimd  poiis, 
but  their  services  are  capable  of  little  if  any  expansion,  for  the 
passenger  accommodations  on  their  ships  are  comparatively  small 
and  as  a  result  of  comparatively  cheap  rates  they  have  usually  been 
filled  for  the  past  two  years  or  so.  The  chief  passenger  traffic  at 
present  has  been  by  way  of  San  Francisco,  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha 
and  the  Pacific  Mail  Co.  between  them  normally  maintaining  a  joint 
schedule  of  11  ships  including  4  ships  affording  intermediate  service. 

The  passenger  accommodations  on  these  ships  are  usually  fully 
taken  up  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  In  the  spring  and  summer  season 
going  from  Asia  to  America,  and  in  the  fall  and  winter  season  return- 
ing from  America  to  Asia  passengers  have  great  difficulty  in  securing 
accommodations  on  these  ships  and  at  times  find  it  necessary  to  wait 
their  turn  to  be  carried  across  the  Pacific.  With  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Pacific  mail  vessels  from  this  service  7  out  of  11  ships  are  thus 
taken  from  service.  The  ships  left  in  the  service  afford  accommoda- 
tions for  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  the  passenger  business  now 
offering.  It  is  probable  that  these  ships  will  be  speeded  up  and  their 
trips  accelerated,  but  the  fact  remains  that  only  about  one-half  the 
accommodations  necessary  to  care  for  the  ordinary  passenger  traffic 
on  the  Pacific  Ocean  will  now  be  available. 

The  general  situation  precipitated  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific 
mail  service  is  accentuated  by  the  fact  that  the  Canadian  Pacific 
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steamers  tre  not  now  in  service  since  they  have  been  taken  over  dor* 
ing  the  war  by  the  British  Govenunent  and  since  also  a  ctmrader- 
nble  traffic  by  way  of  the  United  States  between  Asia  and  Europe  ha* 
been  built  up  as  a  result  of  interference  with  passenger  aenrioee  be* 
tween  Europe  and  the  Far  East  by  way  of  the  Suei  Canal. 
7apaaeM  Uaes  Hatnrally  Ooni«rre  JTapaaew  Businen. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  shipping  affairs  the  loss  of  one  company 
in  such  a  trade  would  soon  be  made  up  by  other  companies  placing 
ships  on  the  run  and  taking  \i^  the  business  offered.  Unfortunately 
there  is  little  or  no  relief  m  sight  in  the  present  instance.  During 
the  acute  tonnage  shortage  of  the  past  spring  the  Japanese  Cbvem- 
in«[it  ordered  the  Japanese  lines,  all  of  whida  enjoy  substential  not 
to  say  large  subsidies  from  the  Japanese  (Government,  to  take  frei^t 
during  certain  months  from  Japanese  ports  only,  thus  serving 
Japanese  industries  and  Japanese  shippers  in  preference  to  other 
shippers  in  the  Far  East,  and  of  course  without  an^  referoioe  to 
American  intereste  in  the  premises.  The  Conference  Imee  were  com- 
pelled to  make  such  arrangemente  as  were  possible  for  taking  up 
freight  from  Hongkong,  Manila,  Formosa,  and  other  ports  thus  shut 
out  of  service  from  Japanese  ships,  and  to  do  so  proposed  to  secure 
additional  vessels  by  charter.  No  vessels  were  chartered  for  the 
simple  reason  that  none  were  to  be  had  for  charter  at  that  time. 
The  demand  for  tonnage  generally  is  fully  as  great  now  as  it  wai 
at  that  time  and  in  the  commg  autumn  will  be  greater. 

It  does  not  ap^ar,  therefore,  whence  additional  tonnage  for  the 
trans-Pacific  run  is  to  come,  nor  are  present  services  capable  of  much 
expansion.  The  trade  at  the  present  time,  aside  from  the  vessels  of 
the  Pacific  Mail  Co.,  is  served  by  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  operating 
four  vessels  as  follows:  The  Shinyo  ilaruy  of  22,000  tons  displace- 
ment; the  Tenyo  Maru,  of  22,000  tons  displacement;  the  Chiyo  Maru^ 
of  22,000  tons  displacement;  and  the  Nippon  Maru,  of  11,000  tons 
displacement.  The  Kiyo  Maru  and  the  Anyo  Maru^  of  18^500  tons 
displacement  each  and  engaged  in  the  South  American  trade,  ^so 
recently  commenced  to  enter  at  San  Pedro  (Los  Angeles). 

The  trade  is  also  served  by  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaiiha,  which  oper- 
ates on  this  run  the  Shidzuaka  Maru,  the  Awa  Maru,  the  Tamba 
Maru,  the  Yokohama  Maru,  the  Aki  Maru,  and  the  Sado  Maru,  all 
of  about  12,500  tons  displacement.  The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  runs 
its  vessels  to  Seattle.  The  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  operates  a  line  to 
Tacoma  and  Seattle,  including  the  Panama  Maru,  the  Seattle  Maru^ 
the  Mexico  Maru,  the  Chicago  Maru,  the  Canada  Maru^  and  the 
Taooma  Maru,  all  of  12,000  tons  displacement.  Two  new  vessels,  the 
Manila  Maru  and  the  Hawaii  Maru,  of  18,000  tons  displacement,  are 
now  being  put  into  this  service. 
other  SerrlMt. 

Aside  from  these  Japanese  lines,  all  of  which  are  heavily  subsi- 
dized, the  Blue  Funnel  Line,  operated  by  Alfred  Holt  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  has  a  trans-Pacific  service  of  one  12,000-ton  (avera^) 
vessel  a  month  on  a  system  including  services  from  Liverpool  to 
Puget  Sound  as  well  as  to  Australia. 

The  Dollar  Line  has  also  been  employing  four  small  boats  in 
trans-Pacific  service  imtil  recently.    One  of  these  ships  wm  moeatly, 
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sold.  The  other  vessels  have  been  taken  off  of  the  run  to  the  United 
States  and  are  now  serving  between  Hongkong  and  Canadian  ports 
only. 

The  Great  Northern  Steamship  Co.  maintains  on  the  trans-Pacific 
rim  one  steamer,  the  Minnesota,  which  is  of  27,500  tons  gross  regis- 
ter and  the  largest  ship  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  though  its  sailings  in 
the  past  year  have  been  very  irregular.  The  routing  of  this  steamer 
has  been  changed,  and  tlie  understanding  among  sliippLng  men  here 
is  that  its  service  will  be  to  Canadian  ports  only. 
Japanese  lines  Have  Oood  Tleld. 

Of  these  lines  now  in  the  service  the  only  expansion  probable  is  in 
Japanese  lines  which  are,  in  fact,  making  every  effort  to  seize  the 
trade  of  this  American  company  as  it  relinquishes  its  business.  The 
Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  operating  to  San  Francisco,  has  a  fleet  of  fine 
ships  which  it  can  speed  up  considerably  and  increase  the  number  of 
sailings.  The  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  has  been  increasing  its  fleet 
steadily  for  years,  and  has  especially  large  and  fine  ships  now  on  the 
ways  which  can  be  pushed  into  the  trans-Pacific  trade.  The  Osaka 
Shosen  Kaisha  also  is  prepared  to  augment  and  improve  its  service. 
All  these  lines  are  heavily  subsidized  by  the  Japanese  Government 
and  enjoy  other  governmental  favors.  Inquiries  in  the  trade  are 
being  made  by  other  shipping  interests,  such  as  those  represented  in 
the  Far  East  by  Jardine  Matheson  &  Co.  and  Indian  shipping  and 
allied  interests,  but  at  the  present  time  no  practical  result  has  been 
forthcoming. 

If,  when  the  strain  on  freight  facilities  actually  is  realized  this 
autumn,  the  Japanese  Govommont  adopts  the  same  policy  with  re- 
spect to  Japanese  cargo  and  Japanese  products  it  adopted  the  past 
spring  and  summer,  namely,  to  confine  the  cargo  space  offerings  in 
all  ships  of  Japanese  lines  to  Japanese  ports  until  such  ports  are 
fully  served,  there  will  be  no  cargo  whatever  taken  to  the  west  coast 
of  the  United  States  from  Hongkong  and  South  China  generally 
from  the  Philippines,  North  China,  or  from  India  and  the  East 
Indies  by  usual  transshipment  at  Hongkong.  In  other  words,  the 
entire  trade  in  Chinese  products  in  the  more  valuable  cargoes  from 
the  Philippines  and  the  gimny  trade  of  India  to  the  west  coast  will 
be  paralyzed. 
Effect  on  American  Trade. 

While  the  general  situation  is  bad  enough  in  that  the  only  Ameri- 
can steamship  line  operating  on  the  Pacific  has  been  driven  from 
the  ocean  after  many  years  of  service  (the  Pacific  Mail  Co.  was  the 
oldest  line  operating  on  the  Pacific  Ocean)  with  all  the  loss  of 
prestige  to  American  trade  which  such  change  implies,  and  while  it 
IS  disconcerting,  to  say  the  least,  that  business  built  up  after  long 
years  of  service  by  an  American  company  is  being  taken  by  Japanese 
competitors  serving  under  heavy  subsidies  from  the  Japanese  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  every  possible  assistance  in  other  ways  from  such 
Government,  the  chief  lact  to  be  considered  at  the  immediate  moment 
is  that  there  is  not  now,  and  so  far  as  may  be  seen  at  present,  neithei* 
is  there  likely  to  be  soon,  sufficient  vessels  to  carry  American  an:l 
other  passengers  between  Asia  and  the  United  States,  to  carry  Ameri- 
can freight  to  its  Eastern  markets,  or  carry  Asiatic  raw  materials  t-j 
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Ameriean  manuf actureis,  while  postal  servioe  and  all  similar  facili- 
ties of  trade  depending  upon  rapid  and  regular  commnnication  be* 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  Far  East  can  but  be  irregular  and 
precarious  for  an  indefinite  period  in  the  future.  Whatever  may  be 
the  cause  or  occasion  for  recent  changes  the  actual  result  of  such 
changes  has  been  the  placing  of  American  trade  and  American  in- 
terests in  the  Far  East  in  the  greatest  jeopardy. 

FOSEiaV  TBADE  OF  IHBIA  FOS  jmSE. 

[Consul  James  Oliver  Lalng,  Karachi,  Ans.  10.] 

Both  export  and  import  trade  in  India  declined  in  June,  as  oom- 
pared  with  June  of  Last  year.  According  to  the  June  nunber,  jtist 
published,  of  the  monthly  accounts  relating  to  the  sea-bonw  trade 
and  navigation  of  Britim  India,  the  combined  export  and  import 
trade  amounted  to  $92,613^92. 

The  total  for  June,  1914,  was  $111,977,308,  and  for  June,  1913,  it 
was  $97,710,360.  The  imports  for  June,  1915,  were  $83,749,189,  and 
the  exports  were  $68,864,203.  The  latter  figure  includes  $10,516,675, 
the  value  of  wheat  export  on  Govemmoit  account. 

Imports  of  treasure  in  June  of  these  years  were,  1915,  $4,368,687; 
1914,  $7,997^37;  1913,  $11,327,230;  exports,  1915,  $228,240;  1914, 
$1,717,901 ;  1913,  $3,415,739. 

The  principal  items  m  imports  on  which  there  were  increases  in 
June  over  the  amounts  for  June,  1914,  were:  Sugar,  16  D.  S.  and 
above,  $1,582,858;  cotton  piece  goods  (grey),  $482,192;  cement,  $112,- 
629;  salt,  $116,600;  chemicals,  ^7,540.  Some  of  the  decreases  in  the 
same  period  were:  Carriages  and  wagons  (railway),  $1,202,417;  rail- 
way materials  for  construction,  $1,133,230;  cotton  piece  goods  (col- 
orded),  $1,496,905;  wrought  copmr,  $932,187;  cotton  yarn,  $386,206; 
hardware,  $412,296;  textile  machinery,  $303,589;  iron  or  steel  duets 
and  plates,  $376,509;  steel  bars,  $244^481. 

The  chief  increases  in  exports  were:  Wheat  (private  and  Grovem- 
ment),  $6,333,229;  hides,  $616,647;  raw  wool,  $5(»,696;  jute,  gunny 
bags,  $424,089;  jute,  gimny  cloth,  $342,139;  black  tea,  341,926;  rice, 
$271,468.  Decreases  recorded  were:  Raw  Cotton,  $14^469,478;  raw 
jute,  $1,042,062;  linseed,  $902,007;  cotton  twist  and  yam,  $628,096; 
coffee,  $560^58. 

omaiAS  i£AGir£  of  ttpewbiteb  seaiebs. 

[Consul  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Brunswick,  Aug.  10.] 

The  Brunswick  Landeszeitung  of  August  8, 1915,  reports  that  the 
German  dealers  in  typewriters  have  formed  a  league.  A  large  num- 
ber have  already  joined  it,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  indude  all 
typewriter  dealers  in  Germany  and  in  Austria-Hungary. 

The  object  of  the  league  is  to  bring  about  a  greater  recognition  of 
German  typewriters  as  objects  of  German  skill  and  industry.  It  will 
strive  to  obtain  for  them  the  position  that  it  is  claimed  they  merit  by 
reason  of  the  excellent  workmanship  and  accomplishments  of  the 
German  machines.  The  league  does  not  purpose  to  exclude  foreign 
products,  but  to  protect  the  domestic  article,  which,  it  is  asserted,  is 
not  only  of  equal  worth  but  in  many  respects  superior  to  the  im- 
ported. The  headquarters  of  the  league  is  in  Berlin,  S.  W^  Zim- 
merstrasse  92-94. 
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BECOBD  FBOmrCnOlI  07  C2SEAIS  DT  PACIFIC  VOSTHWEST. 

[Commercial  Axcnt  W.  B.  Henderson,  Seattle,  Sept.  16.] 

Authentic  data  recently  compiled  shows  that  the  Pacific  North- 
west harvested  this  year  119^00,000  bushels  of  grain,  compared  with 
111,400,000  bushels  for  a  year  ago.  This  is  the  greatest  grain  crop 
ever  grown  in  the  Northwest. 

The  harvesting  is  practically  completed  for  everything  except 
com,  and  definite  figures  on  the  crops,  which  are  now  avail^le,  fur- 
nish a  surprise  to  the  estimators,  especially  as  to  the  wheat  crop.  In 
July  the  estimates  of  that  cereal  production  was  66,000,000  bushels, 
considered  then  by  some  to  be  too  high,  while  the  actual  harvest  shows 
a  total  yield  of  69,300,000  bushels  in  the  three  States  of  Wasliington, 
Oregon,  and  Idaho,  or  3,300,000  bushels  larger  than  the  July  esti- 
mate. 

With  its  immense  acreage  of  both  winter  and  spring  wheat  sow- 
ing, Washington  leads  with  a  total  for  the  wheat  crop  of  39,000,000 
bushels.  Oregon  produced  19,000,000  bushels  and  Idaho  11,800,000 
bushels. 

Oats  and  com  showed  increases  in  this  section  over  a  year  ago, 
while  tbs  barley  crop  was  slightly  below  the  production  of  1914. 
The  increase  in  the  production  of  oats  over  last  year  amounted  to 
2,100,000  bushels  and  that  of  corn  over  400,000  bushels. 

The  total  productions  of  cereals  by  States  of  the  Northwest  were 
as  follows : 


WhMt. 

Oat*. 

Com. 

Barter. 

Total,  lOIt. 

BiuhtU. 
39,000,000 
19,000,000 
11,300,000 

BtuktU. 
11,200,000 
14,000,000 
8,000,000 

BluUU. 
7,000,000 

soo,oao 
n)o,ooo 

ButhtU. 
1,100,000 
4,000,000 
3,<XIO,000 

BluUU. 
M,  400,000 

Ongon ■ 

17,800,000 

Ti)«hff 

23,000,000 

Total,  IMS 

09,300,000 
•1,000,000 

SS,XO,000 

n,  100,000 

8, 5f 0,000 
2,100,000 

8,200,000 
17,000,000 

119,  aw,  000 

Total,  1M4 

111,403,000 

In  the  case  of  com  estimates  have  to  be  taken,  as  the  crop  is  not 
yet  entirely  harvested.  While  the  production  of  this  grain  is  about 
500,000  bushels  greater  than  last  year,  the  acreage  is  much  smaller 
than  1914 ;  hence  the  yield  per  acre  is  much  greater. 


AUESICAN  TBADE  PUBUCATIOKS  AT  SHANGHAI. 

[Consul  Oeoeral  Tbomaa  Bammona,  Shanghai,  China.] 

It  is  found,  upon  inquiry  among  American  business  houses  here, 
that  in  many  instances  American  trade-expansion  literature  is  neither 
filed,  classined,  nor  kept  in  such  shape  as  to  be  available  for  refer- 
ence purposes.  In  numerous  cases  printed  literature  of  this  kind  is 
not  treated  at  all  seriously  and  is  put  aside  in  out-of-the-way  places. 
A  demand  exists,  howeverj  for  an  up-to-date  repository  for  all  Ameri- 
can publications  of  this  kind,  and  it  is  the  aim  of  the  Shanghai  con- 
sulate general,  with  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  American  com- 
mercial attache,  Julean  H.  Arnold,  not  only  to  assemble  but  sys- 
tematically to  file  and  index  all  catalogues,  etc.,  that  either  are  sent 
direct  to  tnis  office  or  may  be  transmitted  by  American  concerns  here 
in  order  to  in.sure  their  safekeeping  and  ready  availability  for  the 
securing  of  information. 
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SEAHEH'S  LAW  SEaUIBEKENTS  ON  THE  OBEAT  LAKES. 

In  a  communication  to  the  head  of  the  Steamboat  Inspection  Serv- 
ice Secretary  of  Ck)mmerce  William  C  Redfield  points  to  the  special 
problem  faced  by  the  inspectors  in  enforcing  the  seamen's  law  on  the 
Great  Lakes.  The  question  of  good  faith  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  in 
dealing  with  the  vessel  owners,  and  the  Supervising  Inspector  Gen- 
eral is  instructed  that  because  of  the  limited  time  before  the  close  of 
navigation  on  those  waters  and  the  necessity  for  promptly  transport- 
ing the  enormous  crops  of  the  Northwest  the  law  should  be  enforced 
without  suspending  the  traffic.  Proper  consideration,  it  is  promised, 
will  be  accorded  those  who  in  good  faith  do  the  utmost  practicable 
to  be  ready  and  are  striving  to  comply  when  the  law  takes  effect. 
The  communication  in  full  is : 

My  attention  Is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  requirements  of  the  seamen's  law 
upon  the  Great  Lakes  take  effect  but  26  days  before  the  closing  of  Barigation 
upon  those  waters,  and  that  upon  the  one  hand  there  may  be  cases  in  which  it 
will  be  impracticable  to  make  the  necessary  changes  upon  the  vessels  to  pro- 
vide the  accommodations  which  will  be  necessary  under  the  new  law  while  they 
are  continuously  in  active  service  during  the  present  fall,  and.  upon  the  otiier 
hand,  that  the  continued  and  incessant  use  of  all  available  vessels  will  be  neces- 
sary as  late  in  the  season  as  possible  in  order  to  transport  the  enormous  crops 
at  the  Northwest  for  the  prompt  movement  of  which  the  rail  facilities  of  the 
country  may  for  a  time  be  insufficient 

The  problem  which  your  force  of  inspectors  must  face  during  November  will 
be  that  of  enforcing  the  law  without,  upon  the  one  hand,  suspending  the  traffic 
or,  upon  the  other,  permitting  themselves  to  be  blinded  by  the  temporizing 
methods  of  any  who  may  wish  to  save  present  expense  in  the  possible  tbougbt 
that  changes  in  the  law  may  be  secured  during  the  coming  winter.  Both  of 
these  extremes  are  to  be  carefully  avoided. 

The  question  may  in  part  resolve  Itself  into  one  of  good  faith.  The  vessel 
owners  have  had  ample  notice  and  are  obligated  to  do  all  possible  to  be  ready 
to  meet  the  law  fully  when  it  takes  effect  Tour  inspectors  should  therefore 
look  to  all  to  obey  the  law  and,  in  cases  where  that  obedience  may  not  be  com- 
plete, will  report  the  facts  which  will  be  considered  by  the  department  on  the 
particular  merits  of  each  case.  The  failure  on  the  part  of  a  vessel  owner  to 
take  every  practicable  step  toward  preparedness  for  complying  with  the  law 
will  not  be  considered  an  excuse  for  the  lack  of  such  compliance.  Those,  how- 
ever, who  in  good  faith  do  the  utmost  practicable  to  be  ready  and  who,  when 
the  law  takes  effect,  are  striving  to  comply  with  it  will  be  given  the  considera- 
tion that  the  facts  may  warrant  when  considering  penalties  for  noncompliance. 

CABLEOBAH  BEOXTLATIONS  DT  POBTUOAL. 

[Consul  Qeneral  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  Aug.  24.] 

Cablegrams  in  code  are  now  accepted  by  the  Portuguese  Post  and 
Telegraph  Service  for  the  French  colonies  and  Brazil,  the  use  of  the 
following  codes  being  permitted : 

For  the  French  colonies — Az ;  A  B  C,  fifth  edition ;  Scotts,  tenth 
edition;  Western  Union  Code,  including  the  Universal  edition; 
Lieber's  Code;  Bentley's  Complete  Phrase  Code,  excepting  the  sep- 
arate supplements  relative  to  mines  and  oils;  Myer's  Atlantic 
Cotton  Cfode,  thirty -ninth  edition;  Broomshall's  Imperial  Code,  ex- 
cepting the  special  edition  relative  to  rubber. 

For  Brazil — all  of  the  above  and  the  Ribeiro  Code,  by  way  of  St. 
Vincent,  Cape  Verde,  only. 

Otherwise  no  cablegrams  are  accepted  unless  written  in  French 
or  English  in  clear  language  with  complete  address  and  signature. 
All  cables  must  bear  the  indorsement  "A  risco  da  guerra,"  and  are 
accepted  only  at  the  risk  of  the  sender. 
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TOBEIGN  TEASE  IN  COPPER. 

American  imports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston,  New 
Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  [Michigan  during  the  week 
ended  September  18  were: 


OoimtriM. 

Ore,  mktte,  and  rtguliu 
(copper  contents). 

Pi((,  Ingots,  bars,  platM. 
and  old,  etc. 

Oundk.  . 

Povndt. 
860,003 
e«,60i 

VitUu. 
>47,8R3 
10,  Ml 

Powndt. 
1,880,198 

Vhlut. 
1241, 24t 

GUI* 

631,800 
234;  717 

88,488 

Peru    

29,079 

1,382 

41,288 

43,4(8 

Total    

668,187 

59,  SOS 

2,«3,079 

408,488 

The  exports  were: 


CoantrtoL 


Pnmca  .....•*•*.. 

Italy 

Netoerlands , 

ROMbln  Ennpa. 

Spain 

Bwadan 

BngUnd 

Seotlaod 

Caba , 

Canada 

Panama 


Pip,  ingots,  bars. 
platM,  and  old,  et«. 


Pvunds. 

4, 15S,  (597 

4,092,010 

257,  2H6 

I,ir,«,H80 

17ii,  157 

1,120,  .118 

2,295.029 

112.  ni7 

S,S« 

11,187 

3,853 


Value. 

871)9,280 

7.'«,407 

or,,S40 

241,941 

33,126 

224.064 

420, 096 

2:i,->74 

1,638 

2,272 

770 


Countrle*. 


Argentina 

Brazil 

Cfilombii , 

Vciu'zuola  ..... 
Hongkong..... 

Cliinn 

Jajian 

Riisiia  in  Asia. 
British  Alrloa.. 

Total... 


Pies,  ingots,  bar*, 
plates,  and  old,  eto. 


Potmi: 
8,781 

48,743 
781 
8,821 
8,269 
4,  MS 

19,338 
I,33S 
«,330 


13,496,BS9 


Value. 


10,878 
147 

1,230 
4SS 
867 

8,688 
280 

1,US 


3,878,708 


SIAIISIICS  OF  AXEBICAN  POBEIGN  TRADE. 

Imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ended  Septem- 
ber 25,  1916,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States  were : 


DistrloU. 


Imports. 

Duties 

eoUeoted 

Exports. 

8187, 9S6 

8277 

8417,708 

3,069,623 

133,257 

1,458,151 

20,040,232 

2,733,115 

87,803,893 

1,082,219 

245,895 

2,287,673 

278,191 

24,034 

1,779,008 

632, 189 

333,202 

1,232,849 

2,316.770 

9,363 

2,938,423 

137,355 

604 

6,109,423 

1,206,405 

65,152 

136,954 

1,660,563 

20,293 

833,718 

709,114 

24,533 

1,251,988 

470,846 

119,871 

115,397 

440,765 

23,950 

3,406,668 

32,238,127 

3,723,346 

88,788,830 

Oeorgia  (Sarannata) 

Massaeliusetts  (Boston) 

NewYorlc 

Philstdelphia 

Marylana  (Baltlmoie).. 

Virginia  (NocroU£) 

New  Orleans 

Oalveston 

San  Francisco 

Wasliington  (BeatUo) . . . 

Buffalo 

Chicago 

lUchigan  (Detroit) 

TotaL 


The  figures  show  a  favorable  balance  of  $27,528,703  on  merchan- 
dise transactions  for  the  week  ended  September  25  in  the  13  customs 
districts.  The  districts  cited  handled  about  91  per  cent  of  the  im- 
port and  export  business  of  the  country,  based  on  the  transactions 
ui  July,  1915, 

Cotton  exported  during  the  week  ended  September  25  amounted  to 
129,707  bales,  making  the  total  since  August  1,  1915,  approximately, 
437,205  bales. 
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BUSIHESS  HEH'S  LEAGUE  STABTS  SPAHISH  CLASS. 

r  Commercial  Agent  George  W.  Doonan,  SL  Louis,  Sept.  21.] 

The  Foreign  Trade  Bureau  of  the  Business  Men's  League  of  St 
Louis  inaugurated  to-day  a  noon-day  Spanish  class.  Interest  in  for- 
eign trade  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  especially  with  the  Latin- 
American  countries,  is  increasing  daily.  In  normal  times  in  Mexico 
the  manufacturers  and  merchants  of  St.  Louis  do  a  thriving  export 
business  with  that  country,  and  of  late  years  they  are  taking  an  actire 
interest  in  Central  and  South  American  fields.  About  a  year  ago  the 
Business  Men's  League  sent  a  delegation  of  business  men  to  the  east 
and  west  coasts  of  South  America  to  study  conditions  and  report  upon 
the  possibilties  of  introducing  the  manufactured  products  of  St. 
Louis  in  those  markets. 

It  is  realized  that  one  of  the  essential  factors  in  building  up  trade 
relations  with  the  Latin-American  Kepublics  is  a  knowledge  of  the 
Spanish  language,  and  with  a  view  to  filling  a  real  need  tiie  Foreign 
Bureau  of  the  Business  Men's  League  decided  to  inaugurate  a  Span- 
ish class.  The  class  will  meet  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each 
week  at  12.30  p.  m.  in  the  office  of  the  league  and  receive  instruction 
for  30  minutes  from  a  competent  teacher.  The  first  meeting  was  at- 
tended by  60  people,  who  are  either  members  of  the  league  or  in  the 
employ  of  league  members,  representing  the  leading  industries  pf  the 
city,  including  shoes,  dry  goods,  hats,  drugs  and  chemicals,  flour,  elec- 
trical supplies,  photographic  supplies,  pamt,  lumber,  steel,  wire  rope, 
woodenware,  glass,  canned  fruit,  and  oanks.  Mr.  Allen  W.  Clark, 
vice  chairman  of  the  Foreign  Trade  Bureau,  in  opening  the  class 
Ftated  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  300  per  cent  in  the  attend- 
ance at  the  day  and  night  Spanish  classes  of  the  public  schools  during 
(he  past  year,  and  that  now  about  2,500  students  are  studying 
Spanish. 

NEW  YOBK  EXGHAHOE  aADTS  GSOinn)  IN  CHILE. 

(Charge  d' Affaires  George  T.  Sammerlin,  American  Bmlwny,  Santiago,  Chile.  Ang.  10.] 

Several  bills  drawn  on  New  York  have  appeared  in  the  market 
lately,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the  demand  for  them  is  growing.  This 
is  due  partly  to  an  increased  demand  for  New  York  exchange  to 
cover  importations,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  some  sellers  of  nitrate 
are  now  willing  to  take  New  York  drafts  in  payment  of  their 
product. 

A  decree  recently  issued  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  permitted 
the  waterworks  of  Valparaiso  to  contract  a  loan  in  terms  of  Ameri- 
can dollars.  This  decree  states  the  equivalent  of  the  pound  sterling 
to  be  $4.80  United  States  currency,  and  it  is  feared  by  Americans  here 
that  this  may  be  considered  by  some  as  the  estimate  of  the  present 
value  of  the  dollar.  However,  this  question  is  to  be  taken  up  shortly 
with  the  Minister  of  Hacienda,  in  connection  with  a  proposed  decree 
to  authorize  exporters  of  nitrate  to  pay  a  certain  percentage  of  the 
export  duty  by  drafts  on  New  York. 

Many  large  companies  are  insisting  upon  being  paid  in  American 
money.  In  this  way  the  demand  for  our  bills  will  continue  to  in- 
crease. 

[Xn  article  on  dollnr  exchange  in  Chile  was  published  in  Cou ukbce  Refobts 
for  Sept.  20.  1915.] 
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tAWKnii  DIBECIQKT  OF  UTOED  STATES. 

For  the  benefit  of  all  who  would  knoTr  where  the  hardwoodB  and 
tbe  softwoods  in  their  numerous  varieties  are  to  be  found,  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  the  Forest  Service  have 
cooperated  in  publishing  a  directory  of  American  sawmills,  which 
might  also  be  described,  because  of  the  detailed  information  r^rd- 
ing  timber,  as  a  complete  guide  to  the  forest  resources  of  the  United- 
State&       ^ 

This  accurate  knowledge  of  the  places  from  which  lumber  may  be 
obtained  ie  one  result  of  the  closer  Government  supervision  of  for- 
ests, as  the  same  service  that  protects  the  trees  gathers  the  facts  that 
will  aid  factories  and  dealers. 

The  history  of  this  branch  of  American  industry  is  a  record  of 
shifting  production  from  extreme  Northeast  to  the  northern  part 
of  the  central  section  of  the  country,  to  the  South  and  West,  and  the 
directory  of  sawmills  shows  the  proportions  of  the  total  output  now 
derived  from  each  of  these  sections. 

<  This  publication,  with  its  detailed  information,  offers  almost  a 
glimpse  of  the  mills  in  operation,  for  the  returns  compiled  tell  of 
ute  lands,  of  wood  each  produces,  the  capacity  of  the  plant  in  board 
£eet  per  day,  and  per  cent  of  output  in  boards,  timbers,  or  framing. 
They  indicate  milb  producing  laths,  diooks,  ties,  or  shingles,  and 
record  the  largest  size  a  mill  can  furnish,  largest  size  it  can  dress, 
largest  it  can  kiln-dry,  the  least  thickness  it  can  resaw,  and  its 
specialties.  .  . 

A  rapid  survey  of  the  field  of  production  is  afforded  by  a  map  of 
the  Umted  States  presenting  in  ^aphic  form  .the  yield  of  lumber  in 
1012  by  States  and  kinds  of  wood.  It  shows  large  amounts  from 
«ich  States  as  Louisiana^  Washingttm,  Or^on,  Michigan,  North 
Carolina,  Wisconsin,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Pennsylvania,  Minnesota,  and  others,  with  smaller  amounts  down  to 
the  less  productive  States.  There  are  also  tables  giving  similar  data 
for  the  various  species,  and  a  list  of  associationB  with  the  addresses  of 
their  officers  and  the  kinds  of  wood  the  members  produce.  Bail  and 
water  routes  to  the  individual  mills  are  indicated  in  the  returns  from 
their  owners  that  are  published. 

The  book,  which  is  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  27  of  the  publications 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  may  oe  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau,  at  25 
cents  per  copy.  - 

TEASE  lETTEE  FILE  AT  COHSULATE. 

[Consnl  Bobertson  Honejr,  Madrid,  Sept.  1.] 

The  American  consulate  at  Madrid,  in  order  to  keep  its  records  in 
such  form  that  accurate  data  may  be  at  hand  forthwith,  has  adopted 
the  custom  of  making  an  extra  copy  of  lists  of  possible  agents  for 
American  exporters  who  ask  to  be  supplied  with  such  lists.  This  is 
placed  in  a  special  file.  American  exporters  are  now  being  requested 
to  notify  the  consulate  as  to  their  selection  of  their  representative 
from  the  list  furnished.  A  similar  practice  has  been  inaugurated 
with  reference  to  "  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities." 
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PSOPOSAIS  FOB  GOTEBNMENT  SUPPLIES  AND  COHSTBTTCTIOV. 

[Correspondence  should  be  direct  with  tbe  offices  named,  and  spedflcatlons  can  nsnallr 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  snbmit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  tbe  mallLng  lists  oX  such  offlcea  to  receive  notices  calling 
(or  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Dental  suppUm,  No.  2465. — Seeled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
October  4,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  D,  foot  of 
Laguna  Street,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  dental  supplies  of  all  kinds. 

Food  products.  No.  2406. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
quartermaster.  United  States  Army,  308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
nudl  October  5,  1915,  for  supplying  white  and  yellow  corn  meal,  hominy, 
prunes,  peaches,  coffee,  pickles,  lard,  lard  substitutes,  butter,  oleomargarine, 
sirup,  baking  powder,  cream  cheese,  grabam  crackers,  sugar-cured  hams, 
oysters,  etc. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2467. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  until  October  6.  1915,  for  furnishing  by  steamship,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port),  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama:  Engine  lathe,  forcing 
press,  bench  filing  machines,  vaWe-reseatlng  outfits,  bolt  heading  and 
forging  machines,  plate  bending  and  straightening  tools,  double-angle  shear, 
plate  planer,  flanging  clamp,  pliie  machine,  hand  lever  punch,  metal-cutting 
saw,  drill  press.  Journal  bearings,  machine  bolts,  grip  nuts,  waggon  wheels, 
copper  wire,  copper,  steel,  and  brass  tubing,  globe  valves,  brass  cocks,  horse- 
shoe nails,  cant  books,  uight  latches,  soup  iMlish,  manlla  tags,  memorandum 
and  record  books,  paper,  and  creosoted  lumber  and  piles.    (Circular  No.  970. 

Buoy  hodies.  No.  2468. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Tompklnsville,  N.  Y.,  until  October  11,  1915,  for 
furnishing  and  delivering  to  the  llghtliouse  depot,  Tompklnsville,  N.  Y.,  10 
acetylene  buoy  bodies,  type  S.  Blank  proposals  and  particulars  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above  office. 

Lard  and  bacon.  No.  2469. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  General 
Depot  of  the  QuarternmRter  Ojrps,  United  States  Army,  115  East  Ontario 
Street,  Chicago,  III.,  until  October  6,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  on 
or  before  November  5,  1915,  al)out  43,(K)0  pounds  of  lard  and  about  2,000 
cans  of  breakfast  bacon  and  720  pounds  of  breakfast  bacon. 

Panama  Canal  suppUes,  No.  2470. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  October  8,  1915,  for  furnishing,  by  steamship,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  iwit)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal  Zone) 
(Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama:  Transformers,  electric  motor,  electric 
cable  and  wire,  fuses,  outlet  boxes,  condulets  and  covers,  conduit,  cable 
taps,  clusters,  copiier  connectors,  cut-outs,  push  buttons,  sockets,  reflectors, 
shades,  lamps,  switches  and  attachments,  thermometers,  cable  end  bells, 
brass  screws,  lacquer  and  varnish,  vulcanized  fiber,  and  cement  paper  or 
fuller  board.    Circular  No.  071. 

Red  lead.  No.  2471. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Tompklnsville,  N.  Y.,  until  October  12,  1915,  for  furnish- 
ing  and  delivering  at  the  General  Lighthouse  Depot,  Tompklnsville,  N.  Y., 
20,000  pounds  of  red  lead.  Further  information  may  be  bad  on  application 
to  the  above  office. 

Painting,  No.  2472. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Super- 
vising Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  October  23, 
1915,  for  painting  the  plastered  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  United  States  post 
office  at  Denver,  Colo.  Copies  of  speclBcutions  may  be  obtained  at  tbe 
Washington  office  and  drawings  of  the  building  may  be  seen  at  the  office  of 
the  architects,  Messrs.  Tracy,  Swartout  &  Litchfield,  No.  244  Fifth  Avenue. 
New  York,  N.  Y. ;  the  Builders'  Exchange,  Chicago,  111.;  superintendent's 
office,  Denver,  Colo.;  the  office  of  the  suiiervlsing  superintendent,  403  Post 
Office  and  Courthouse,  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  and  at  the  Washington  office. 
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White  zinc,  No.  2473. — Sealed  pr«^waalB  will  be  received  at  the  oflSee  of  the 
lighthouse  inspector,  Tompklnsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  October  l-l,  1915,  for  fur- 
nishiiig  20,000  pounds  of  white  zinc,  In  12}-pound  cans,  boxed  100  pounds  to 
the  box.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  lighthouse 
inspector. 

Oun  carriages.  No.  2474. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  O.,  until  October 
23,  1915,  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  f.  o.  b.  cars  contractor's  works,  56 
S-incb  gun  carriages,  model  of  1902.  Prospective  buyers  will  be  allowed 
the  use  of  brovm  prints  of  all  the  drawings  of  the  necessary  material,  from 
which  prints  may  be  made  at  their  expense,  providing  the  department's 
drawings  are  not  taken  from  the  city  of  Washington  and  are  returned 
within  24  hours.  Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington,  D.  O. 


GEEHAinr'S  WINE  TBOBTTCTION. 

(Tlce  Consul  Ernest  L.  Ives,  Cologne,  Aug.  25.] 

OfScial  statistics  show  that  the  wine  crop  of  1914  amounted  to 
24,335,327  gallons,  as  against  26j547,735  gallons  in  1913.  The  former 
is  the  second  smallest  vintage  since  1893,  the  anallest  being  in  1910, 
with  22,352,494  gallons.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
acres  under  cultivation,  the  amount  produced,  the  value,  and  the 
average  value  per  gallon  for  the  years  1893  to  1914,  ■with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  years  1899,  1900,  and  1901 : 
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.U 

Brief  Faott  About  Hew  Zealand. 

Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow,  of  Auckland,  has  prepared  a 
circular  letter  which  covers  some  of  the  "  pertinent  facts  American 
exporters  should  know  about  New  Sfealand  trade."  This  may  be 
had  from  him  on  application.  Mr.  Winslow  comments:  "If  Amer- 
ican interests  will  come  after  this  business  in  earnest,  they  can  have 
25  or  30  per  cent  of  it  instead  of  9  per  cent.  The  tide  has  turned, 
but  it  needs  pushing  along." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1536  COMMEBCE  BEPOBIS, 

FOBEION  TEADE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

[Where  addresses  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  brmaeh 

oneea.] 

Underwear  and  hosiery,  No.  184S7. — A  business  man  In  India  writes  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with  American  mano- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  underwear  and  hosiery  for  women.  Corre- 
spondence  may  be  in  Englisti. 

CMnatcare,  cutlery,  glassware,  etc..  No.  18488. — -A  wholesale  and  retail  merchant 
in  Africa  informs  nn  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receire 
catalogues  and  full  information  relative  to  cash  boxes,  chinaware,  cutlery, 
enamel  wnre,  glassware,  cheap  lamps,  hosiery,  small  oil  stores,  stationery, 
toys,  underwear,  and  cheap  watches  and  clocks.  Correspondence  may  be 
in  Engllsb. 

Tourist  agencies.  No.  18489. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  has  been 
advised  that  a  firm  in  his  district  proposes  to  arrange  various  tours  for 
Brazilians  in  the  United  States  for  1916,  and  it  is  desirous  of  receiving 
information  from  American  tourist  agencies  concerning  routes,  facilities  <tf 
travel,  etc. 

Copying  presses,  fcxzcs,  jewelry,  etc..  No.  18490. — A  wholesale  and  retail  firm  in 
Africa  has  requested  an  American  consular  officer  to  supply  catalogues  and 
full  Information  relative  to  copying  presses,  fezzes,  imitation  Jewelry,  metal 
beds,  metal  polish,  patent  medicines,  shears  and  scissors,  toys,  and  tri- 
cycles.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Iron  kettles.  No.  18401. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Honduras  writes  that 
an  importer  and  merchant  in  his  district  wishes  to  receive  prices,  shii^ng  ' 
weights,  etc.,  of  cast-iron  kettles,  ranging  in  sizes  from  one-half  gallon  up. 
Quotations  should  be  f.  o.  b.  New  Orleans  or  New  Yort.  Prices  and  full 
information  should  also  be  supplied  to  the  consular  officer.  It  is  Btat«l 
that  the  import  duty  is  levied  against  the  gross  weight  of  the  sliipmentB, 
and  the  merchant  desires  to  keep  the  weight  aa  low  as  possible.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  Ijnglish. 

Chemicals  and  patent  medicines.  No.  18492. — ^A  business  man  in  India  informs 
an  American  consular  ofUcer  that  he  desires  to  be  put  in  touch  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  and  exi)orters  of  patent  medicines  and  chemicals  of  all 
kinds.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Food  products,  groceries,  etc..  No.  18403. — A  broker  and  manufacturers'  agent  In 
Honduras  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  be  is  seeking  connec- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  and  e.^porters  of  groceries  and  food 
products.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Boots  and  shoes.  No.  1S494. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa  trans- 
mits the  name  and  address  of  a  business  man  in  bis  district  who  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  boots  and  shoes  for 
women.    Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Hardware,  watches  and  clocks,  etc..  No.  1S495. — A  firm  in  East  Africa  writes  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  recei^'e  catalognes  and  full  in- 
formation relative  to  aluminum  and  enamel  ware,  cutlery,  small  hardware, 
and  clocks  and  watches.    Correspondence  may  be  in  Engllsb. 

Chemicals,  etc..  No.  18406. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Siberia  writes  that 
he  has  been  informed  that  preparations  for  use  in  a  laboratory  of  organic 
chemistry  are  desired  by  a  professor  in  bis  district 

Piece  goods.  No.  18497. — A  firm  in  India  informs  an  American  consular  oiBcer 
that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  nianufkc- 
turers  and  exjwrters  of  piece  goods  of  various  kinds. 

Haberdashery,  No.  18498. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Greece  transmits  the 
name  and  address  of  a  Arm  In  his  district  which  desires  to  be  placed  In  com- 
munication with  American  exporters  of  a  general  line  of  haberdashery. 
Qiiotatious  are  desired  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Payment  is  to  be  made  for  the 
first  orders  cash  against  documents;  later  the  firm  will  ask  for  osnal 
credit  terms.  The  Arm  Wishes  to  act  on  a  commission  basis.  Correspond- 
ence is  preferred  In  French,  but  may  be  in  Engllsb. 

WASUINOTON  :  COVBBMIINT  PBIKTIKG  OFTICX  :  I*U 
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